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NINETEENTH  CONGRESS-FIRST  SESSION 


PKOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


OONTnnJED  TBOH    TOL.  Tm 


HcnmiT,  Uaroh  IS,  1826. 

Ammdmant  of  th«  CvntHtutitm. 

The  House,    on    motion    of  !Ur.  UoBttt- 

m,  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Oommittee  of   the 

Vtiole,  Mr.  HcLun,   of    Delaware,  in    the 

chair,  on  the  resolutiona  for  the  BmeDdment 

of  the  CODBtitQtiOD. 

Hi.  Bbtas  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 

Ur.  Chairman :  I  re^t  that,  to  the  other 
disadvantages  under  which  I  lahor  in  address- 
ing the  committee  in  this  stage  of  the  dehate, 
that  of  hodil;  indisposition  BDoold  tw  added ; 
bat  as  I  have  the  pnvilege  of  the  floor  to-day, 
I  am  detenninod  to  exercise  it. 

I  am  not  de^rooB  to  impose  npoo  this  com- 
mittee a  Keneral  essay  npon  the  constitution ; 
bat  I  coiuess,  sir,  I  am  soUcitons  to  explain 
the  reasons  of  my  vote,  and  willing  to  assnme 
aQ  the  Jnst  responsibilitiea  of  my  station.  In 
doing  this,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted tb  r^ret  my  political  inex]>erience,  and 
Tint  of  constitutional  learning;  bnl,  sir,  1  de- 
sire some  consolation  from  the  belief,  that,  if  I 
no  is  experienced,  I  am  also  nnprejudiced.  1 
have  not  been  reared  at  the  feet  of  any  politi- 
cal Gamaliel ;  my  opinions  of  men  and  meas- 
nres^  erroneoos  thonsh  they  may  be,  are  my 
own ;  they  have  not  been  assumed  by  compact, 
and  therefore,  sir,  1  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
correct  and  amend  them  as  experience  may  dic- 
ttte.  Upon  the  subject  of  this  oonstitntional 
nfonuation,  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  dis- 
cover the  trne  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  am  sincerely  desirona  to  carry  these 
Into  foil  and  complete  effect.  God  forbid  that 
I  ghonld  ever  be  so  weak  or  so  wicked  as  to 
ditplace  one  stone  of  this  hallowed  temple 
where  liberty  delights  to  dwell,  for  any  other 
wirpose  than  to  aecnre  her  permaoont  abode. 
1  most  solemnly  assore  the  committee,  that,  if 
I  conid  be  impelled  by  other  motives — more 
eapedally,  rir,  if  X  should  attempt  to  nnfix  a 


wlomn  to  promote  party  views  or  indivldnal 
aggrandizement,  I  sbonld  deem  myself  an  imi- 
tator— yes,  sir,  a  hnmble  imitator  of  the 
wretch  who  applied  the  torch  of  destmetion  to 

the  Sphesian  temple  to  gun  an  execrable  im- 

It  wonld  he  a  vain  regret,  sir,  to  express  mj 
sorrow,  that  I  cannot  spreaid  before  the  com- 
mittee the  rich  clasrfcal  repast  with  which  they 
have  been  so  sumptnonsly  regaled  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachosetts,  (Ur.  Eteb- 
BTT.)  It  has  not  been  my  lot,  like  him,  to  breathe 
the  inspiring  zephyrs  of  the  land  of  Homer ;  I 
have  not  had  my  imagination  fired,  and  my  heart 
eihOarated  and  ennobled  by  treading  the  plains  - 
of  Marathon  and  Platea;  I  have  not  mused 
amid  the  rnins  of  Athens,  and  gathered  lessons 
of  political  wisdom  from  the  silent,  but  impres- 
sive memorials  of  her  departed  greatness ;  nor 
has  fmr  science,  "rich  with  the  spoils  of  time," 
unfolded  to  me  those  secret  treasnros  which  sho 
conld  not  conceal  from  that  honorable  gentle- 

I  come  not  here,  sir,  from  the  Lyceum  or  the 
Portico ;  1  come,  sir,  from  the  conrt-yards  and 
cotton-fields  of  NorUi  Carolina;  and  I  come, 
sir,  to  proclaim  the  wishes  and  assert  the  rights 
of  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
Uy  life,  sir,  *as  been  spent  amons  the  people 
of  my  native  State ;  the  most  rained  part  of 
my  political  information  has  been  derived  from  ' 
association  and  converse  with  my  fellow-citi- 
lens.  Iknow  their  wants,  and  I/rwI  them  too; 
I  know,  sir,  that  they  wish  to  participate  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union, 
and  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
mode  of  expressing  their  TOice — if  ezp«SMOn  it 
may  be  called. 

In  endeavoring  to  reply  to  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  froin  Ifassacbusetta, 
I  hope  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  do  so  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  respect.  I 
should  do  violenoe  to  my  own  feeling  were  I 
to  act  otherwise;  for,  uthongh  I  difibr  iron 


oj^lc 


ra] 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 

Amendmmt  0/  Ae  Co 


[MiBCH,18a& 


him  materiallf  an  some  points^  yet,  when  I  cmi 
asree  with  him,  I  do  bo  with  lively  aatiBftustion. 
He  has  told  na,  sir,  that  it  would  bo  unconstita- 
tionol  to  malce  these  amendments.  UnoonBti- 
tatjonal  I  air.  This  assertion  is  certainly  con- 
tradictory to  eiperience — to  the  constitntion 
itself;  and  the  argument  seems  to  move  in  a 
circle.  We  know,  sir,  that  amendments  have 
been  made ;  that  one  of  these,  the  amendment 
of  1804,  bj  confining  the  choice  of  the  States, 
when  the  election  devolves  npon  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  ttiree,  instead  of  the  five 
highest  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  b;  the 
electors,  has  made  a  material  change ;  it  im- 
paired too,  sir,  a  federative  power,  and  in- 
creased a  popular  one.  Suppose,  sir,  that  it 
fdioold  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  General  Grov- 
ernment  powers  which  an  emergency  might 
render  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  Un- 
ion. Oases  might  occur  which  I  do  not  even 
wish  to  imagine.  Mnst  (hese  powers  be  nsnrped 
at  the  hazard,  of  revolution  and  bloodshed! 
Jf  nst  we  ait  here  like  the  Roman  Senate — oni- 
etly  fold  our  arms,  and  awaJt  onr  destruction 
with  dignity?  or  must  we  not  rather  apply  for 
these  powers  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
constitution?  Onr  ancestors  well  knew  that 
they  ooold  not  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity,  and 
provide  for  events  beyond  the  ken  of  mortal 
wisdom.  They  provided  a  ranedy,  sir,  for  evils 
which  might  be  disclosed  by  experience  and 
practice^  and  they  provided  a  security  against 
amendments  proposed  from  "  light  and  tran- 
sient causes"  by  the  mode  in  which  alone  they 
can  be  efiectcd.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Uassachusctts  has  songlit  to  draw  on  nrgnment 
in  support  of  his  position  from  the  proviab  of 
the  ^h  article  of  the  constitntion,  "  that  no 
amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the 
year  1808,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first 
and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article ;  and  that  no  Stat*,  without  its  con- 
sent, shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suftVage  in 
the  Senate."  Now,  sir,  ia  my  mind,  this  clause, 
BO  far  from  helping  bis  argnmeut,  militates 
moat  atrongly  against  it ;  it  indicates,  to  my 
understanding,  that  this  special  exception  was 
necessary  to  exempt  from  amendment,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  first  and  fourth  claases  men- 
tioned in  it,  and  to  confine  any  amendment  of 
the  federative  feature  in  the  Senate,  which  should 
deprive  a  State  of  its  equal  right,  to  the  special 
case  of  the  States  consenting  to  it,  I  should, 
therefore,  sir,  most  strongly  infer,  according  to 
a  very  old  and  sound  rule  of  construction,  uiat 
the  power  of  amendment  in  other  coses,  was  to 
be  inferred.  Self-preservation  is  tho  primary 
law  of  societies,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  and, 
if  necessary,  we  mnst  act  upon  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Uassachu- 
setts  seems  to  think  that  the  powers  of  the 
President  have  been  greatly  magnified  by  ray 
honorable  friend  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Dtffie  ;)  he  deems  them  very  limited,  and  not 
the  proper  object  of  much  jealonsy.  I  can  as- 
enre  him,  sir,  that  he  thinks  very  differently 


from  the  fathers  of  the  revolution,  and  tlie 
framers  of  this  constitution,  and  the  States  wbo 
adopted  it.  The  powers  of  this  executive  chief 
excited  very  lively  apprehensions  in  the  bosoms 
of  some  of  the  purest  and  wisest  of  onr  fore- 
fathers. Some  thought  they  had  an  "  awful 
squinting"  at  monarchy— they  imagined  that 
they  could  discern  "  the  diadem  sparkling  on 
his  brow,  and  the  imperial  pnrple  flowing  in 
his  train."  And  how,  sir,  did  the  advocates  of 
the  constitution  endeavor  to  InU  these  appre- 
hensions f  Not,  sir,  as  that  honorable  gentle- 
man has  done,  by  endeavoring  to  persnade  the 
people  that  his  powers  were  not  great;  but 
that  they  wore  necessary  to  give  proper  consist- 
ency and  strength  to  the  system — that  he  was 
properly  checked  by  the  other  departments — 
that  he  was  elected  for  short  periods,  and  liable 
to  impeachment— but,  above  all,  that  he  was 
dependent  upon  the  people.  Let  ns  examine, 
sir,  a  few  of  his  constitutional  attributes.  He 
is  the  representative  of  bis  country,  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  He  originates  treaties 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  confirma 
them ;  and  they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  bis  prerogative  to  receive  ambassa- 
dors, and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  send 
them.  He  is  Cominander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Kavy  of  the  United  States.  His  qualified 
veto  pves  him  an  important  agency  in  Wtsla- 
tion  itseif.    He  can  elevate  to  offices  of  the 


rates  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  thousands. 
Although  he  has  not  the  constitutional  power 
of  making  war,  yet  by  means  of  his  other  pow- 
ers he  can  at  any  time  place  bis  conntry  in  a  bel- 
ligerent state.  Suppose  he  should  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  British  or  French  ambassador,  or  send 
him  home  with  contumely  and  insult.  Suppose, 
under  the  act  for  the  snppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  he  should  order  our  cruisers  to  captnre 
vessels  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  npon  somenn- 
foonded  suspicions.  Indeed,  sir,  many  cases 
might  be  supposed,  when,  by  an  nndua  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  he  might  draw  upon 
us  the  anger  of  a  foreign  nation.  But,  saya 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Uassachasetta, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  can  elevate  to  the 
peerage  the  hnmhlest  individual,  and  ennoble 
him  and  his  posterity.  Indeed,  sir,  he  seemed 
to  describe  the  dazding  honors  of  a  coronet 
with  BO  much  rapture,  that  those  who  did  not 
know  him  might  have  snGpect«d  that,  during 
his  residence  abroad,  be  had  conceived  an  affec- 
tion for  what  Chatham  could  not  refuse. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  brief  examination,  At, 
lest  I  should  be  mistaken,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say,  that,  although  I  believe  the  powers  of 
the  President  to  be  great,  yet  I  believe 
them  to  he  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Ba- 
publio.  What  the  Jealous  statesmen  of  the  rev- 
olution, with  Washington  at  their  head,  have 
given,  J  will  not  presume  to  impair.  The  streaa 
or  intent  of  my  argument,  sir,  is  to  show,  tliat 
the  greater  power,  the  ^vater  neoesaitf  that 
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the  doe  dependenCT'  on  the  people  Hboiild  h^ 
preswred. 

I  vill  ftdmit,  rir,  that,  before  an;  amendiiient 
iaa^ptedjitaadaptatioD  to  tbegeoina  and  spirit 
of  the  Government  ODght  to  be  B&tiafactorily 
IHcertBined ;  for  it  ia  obvions  tbat  maiima  and 
pditical  reasons,  which  wonldjnstljr  be  entitled 
to  great  weight  when  applied  to  a  consolidat- 
ed GoTemment,  one  and  indivi.iible,  sncli  as 
Britain,  or  anj  of  the  BDcient  Kepnblics,  wotild 
be  inapplicable  to  a  Government  componnded 
w  onrs  is,  of  national  and  federative  featnrea. 
Tbe;  too  often  serve  to  create  false  analopes, 
and  lead  os  aatra;  fh)m  the  tme  points  of  in- 
quiry. The  cbec^  and  balances  of  the  Brit- 
ish Constitntion  are  contrived  and  intended  to 
[Detect  and  preserve  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
nxMU,  who  are  all  integral  parts  of  the  same 
j9tal«-— different  classes  of  the  sorae  political  so- 
ciety. The  checks  and  balances  of  our  consti- 
totion  are  intended  to  protect  the  Union,  the 
8laU^  and  the  people.  The  States,  according 
to  the  theory  of  oiu:  constitation,  are  independ- 
ent membera  of  a  Confederacy,  and  are,  Uiem- 
lelves,  in  many  respects,  sovereign.  We  mn«t, 
therefore,  always  keep  in  onr  mind's  eye,  this 
leading  and  animating  principle,  when  we  sit 
in  judgment  npon  this  great  work  of  our  fa- 
thiTs,  In  all  hnman  affairs,  "self-love,  theapriiig 
of  action,  moves  the  sonl."  This  principle  is 
ever  active  and  vigilant,  and  may  be  relied 
iipon  as  a  faithfiil  sentinel  for  its  own  preserva- 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  well  knew 
tliattbe  States  were  the  best  gnaHians  of  State 
ri^ts — the  people  of  popalar  nghts ;  it  was 
only  neoesHBry,  therefore,  to  give  them,  respec- 
tively, in  this  form  of  government,  adequate 
power,  and  their  self-love  and  interest  might  be 
relied  npon,  for  their  exercise  and  preserva- 
tion :  if  this  could  be  done,  and  the  political 
machine  which  was  to  be  moved  by  these  pow- 
en  BO  adjusted,  that  they  should  have  a  har- 
mooions  and  aalatary  action,  the  grand  object 
at  all  government  was  attdned — they  had  tnen 
a  self-creating  political  movement,  whose  ob- 
ject was  the  happiness  of  the  governed.  It 
would  be  collateral,  Ur.  Chairman,  to  the  pres- 
Hit  inquiry,  and  would  also  be  preanroptuoua  in 
me  to  attempt  to  point  out  to  the  committee 
the  many  indications  of  these  miied  principles. 
The  subject  before  ns  regards  solely  the  constt- 
tuiioii  of  the  President  and  Vice  President. 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  shoald  lose 
ti^t  of  these  controlling  principles  in  the  mode 
of  amointing  this  great  omcer— the  Eiocutive 
Chief^  of  the  confederated  Bepnblio — whose 
coBstitntional  action  was  to  have  so  important, 
W  pervading  an  influence  in  the  character  of 
tlie  Government — the  policy  and  the  destiny  of 
the  nation  t  No,  sir,  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
nor  has  it  so  occurred.  Tlie  constitntion  de- 
cUies  that  "each  State  shall  appoint,  in  snch 
nunner  as  the  Legislature  thereol^may  direct,  a 
nomber  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole  number 
(€  Senators  and  Bepresentativea  to  which  the 
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State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress,"  &c.     It 

then  proceeds  to  direct  that  they  shall  meet  in 
their  respective  States,  and  ballot  for  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  point  oat  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  election  by  the  Electoral  Col- 
Iwes. 

It  seems  to  me,  Ur.  Chidrman,  that  the  con- 
stitution here,  by  the  word  "  State,"  means  the 
Commonwealth — the  political  society — the  peo- 
ple, or  at  least  that  portion  of  tbem  who  eier- 
cise  the  elective  franchise;  and  therefore,  that 
whenever  the  State  Legislatures  have  exercised 
the  power  of  appointing  the  electors,  instead  of 
simply  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  State 
shonid  appoint  them,  they  have  violated  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  would  have  been  very 
easy,  if  the  power  was  intended  to  be  given  to 
tbe  Legislatures,  to  have  used  expressions  plain- 
ly indicative  of  snch  an  intent — and  the  infer- 
ence that  they  would  have  done  so,  ia  rendered 
to  my  mind  irresistible,  by  recurring  to  the  first 
cianse  of  the  third  section,  which  prescribes  the 
mode  of  electing  Senators.  The  ezpresaion 
there  is,  "  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  Legulatart  thereof"  &c.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  tmxa  Virginia,  the 
second  tVom  that  State  who  spoke  in  this  de- 
bate, pir.  Stevfrsow,)  contends,  and  bisargn- 
mcnt  u  supported  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  immediately  preceded  me,  (Ur.  Evibbtt,) 
that  it  is  not  only  coDstltntional  for  the  Legisla- 
tnres  to  exerdse  this  power  of  appointing  the 
electors,  bat  that  it  was  even  eipected  they 
would  do  BO.  Sir,  I  do  most  conscientiously 
differ  from  these  gentlemen,  and  I  will  endea- 
vor, by  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  toahow 
tliat,  if  the  contemporary  exposition  of  this  part 
of  the  constitution,  by  its  advocates,  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  that  it  was  not  so  understood  and 
explained.  If  Hamilton  and  Uadison,  com- 
bined, and  agreeing  upon  this  point,  are  enti- 
tled to  credit,  it  was  intended  that  the  people 
sbonld  exercise  this  power  of  appointment. 

I  refer,  sir,  to  the  "  Federalist,"  a  series  of 
essays  written  before  the  adoption  of  tbe  con- 
stitution, by  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Jay,  for 
the  purpose  of  explaining  and  recommending  it 
to  the  people  of  Uie  United  States,  and  which 
is  now  resorted  to,  by  all  parties,  as  the  ablest 
and  most  authoritative  exposition  of  its  true  in- 
tent and  meaning.  In  No.  LXVIII.,  Hamilton, 
speaking  of  the  mode  of  electing  the  President, 
saya,  "  It  waa  desirable  that  the  sense  of  tiie 
people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  tbe  per- 
son to  whom  so  important  a  trust  was  to  be 
confided.  This  end  will  be  answered  by  com- 
mitting the  right  of  making  it,  not  to  any  pre- 
established  Iwdy,  but  to  men  (electors)  eMun 
hy  ihe  people,  for  the  special  purpose,  and  at  the 
particular  conjunctare."  "  A  small  number  of 
persons  (electors)  choten  hy  tkar  Jellow-eitiienM 
from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  lilcely  to 
possess  the  iuformattou  and  discernment  requi- 
site to  so  complicated  an  investigation."  Th« 
language  of  Mr.  Uadiwn,  in  the  Convention  of 
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VirpQitt,  which  assembled  m  1788,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  whether  they  shonld  adopt 
this  oonfltitution,  is  equally,  or  more,  clear  and 
explicit.  Instead  of  tlie  people's  voting  imme- 
diately, for  President,  which  he  thought  the 
popnlation  and  extent  of  onr  territory  might 
render  impracticable :  "instead  of  this,  (imme- 
diate suffrage.)  the  peopU  choose  the  electors — 
this  can  be  done  with  ease  and  convenience, 
and  the  ehoiee  will  be  more  select."  If  we  ex- 
amine the  debates  of  this  OonventJon,  wa  shall 
find  that  it  was  so  understood,  a!so,  by  those 
who  opposed  the  conBtitntion.  This  meaning 
was  Bssnmed  as  the  basis  of  argument  on  both 
sides ;  and,  if  we  reflect  a  moment  on  the  verr 
many  ftble  men  who  sat  in  that  CSonvention,  it 
woold  be  most  violent  presamption  to  say,  thej 
were  mistaken,  with  all  their  taleala  and  tii 
their  lights. 

If  we  assume,  then,  that  this  was  thv  inten- 
tion of  the  constitnnon,  let  us  see  what  has 
been  its  operation.  Have  the  people  chosen 
the  electorat  I  ask  this  que«tion,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  the  name  of  my  oonstitnents,  and  I 
wish  an  explicit  answer.  From  the  omisaion 
in  the  oonstitation  to  prescribe  a  specific  mode, 
{which  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  if  my 
strength  will  permit,  was  done  intentionally  and 
wisely,) — from  this  omission,!  say,  sir,  a  great  lat- 
itude of  construction,  and  a  great  diversity  of 
practice,  has  originated.  In  some  States  the  Leg- 
ulatores  appoint — in  some  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem prevails — in  some  few  tiie  district  system 
— and  in  others  a  componnd  of  some  two  or  aii 
of  these  modes.  Uy  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  (Ur.  HoDuffie,)  has  depicted 
the  mischiefs  of  this  confased  and  unsettled  sys- 
tem, in  such  strong  and  glowing  colors,  that  I 
cannot  presume  to  add  any  thing  to  their  effect. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that,  by  the  present  mode,  com- 
binatjona  may  be,  and  have  t>een,  formed, 
which  have  prevent^  a  ^r  expression  of  the 
popular  will.  The  people  are  called  upon  to 
vote  a  ticket,  (under  the  general  ticket  system,) 
contuning  IS,  24,  or  86  names — to  vote  for,  to 
eheoit  persons,  of  whom  they  may  never  have 
heard  before — of  whose  qualifications  they  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  Judging — whose 
integrity  has  never  been  tested — and  if  this 
ticket  had  dropped  from  the  clonds,  they 
must  take  it  or  lose  their  vote.  Call  you  this 
choice,  sir)  I  have  always  thought,  sir,  that 
choice  involved  selection  of  one  or  more  from 
others — "from  the  general  mass  " — that  it  in- 
volved knowledge,  comparison,  voluntary  pref- 
erence, and  was  a  right  of  more  or  less  valae, 
according  to  the  importance  of  its  object. 
What  temptation  and  opportunity  is  presented 
by  this  system,  fur  intrigue  and  management  I 
What  apathy  and  indifference  are  manifested 
by  the  people,  for  such  a  feeble  and  dnbious  ei- 
ercise  of  this  great  constitutional  privilege! 
Even  under  the  excitement  of  the  late  election, 
how  many  neglected  the  exercise  of  this  right  I 
And,  should  it  not  bo,  sir,  the  policy  of  every 
wise  Government  to  interest  its  dtizens  in  its 


organization  ?  Under  the  present  system,  how 
many  worthy  citiions  remain  at  home,  under 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  the  conviction  that 
they  can  do  no  good— that  the  election  is  In 
the  hands  of  the  cunning  few,  and  that  it  is  a 
mere  mockery  for  them  singly — without  con- 
cert; without  the  animation  derived  from  a 
Srospect  of  success,  to  pretend  to  withstand  the 
isciplined  cohorts  opposed  to  them.  This  leth- 
argy is  almost  worse  than  faction  itselt  It  is 
more  secret — more  insidious  in  its  approaches. 
It  disguises  itself  under  the  name  of  modera- 
tion, luid  aversion  to  debat«  and  strife,  when  it 
too  often  proceeds  from  a  criminal  indifferenoe 
to  those  rights  which  oar  aneeaton  bled  and. 
died  to  secure.  They  are  men  of  hnsiness — 
they  can't  lose  the  chance  of  turning  a  penny 
to  promote  any  public  measure.  It  would  seem, 
sir,  as  if  some  of  them  had  taken,  in  earnest,  the 
sarcastic  advice  of  the  Bmnan  si  '  '  ' 


"Virtus  post  mmuDOR," 

Let  any  man  look  abroad— through  the  Uk~ 

■um,  1  mean,  and  deny,  if  he  can,  that  this  is  a 

faithful  picture.    Surely,  sir,  it  requires  no  pro- 

Shetio  voice  to  watn  us  against  so  dangerous  a 
elusion.  Surely,  sir,  we  will  spare  a  little  time 
to  listen  to  tlie  "  Farewell  Address "  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  it  is  not  suffident  to  show 
the  existence  of  an'evil  unless  it  can  be  reme- 
died, either  wholly  or  partially — but,  I  insist, 
sir,  tliat  the  adoption  of  the  District  System,  aa 
proposed  by  the  good  old  State  I  have  the  hon- 
or, in  part,  to  represent,  so  inadequately — and  a 
direct  vote,  in  Districts,  for  President  and  Vioo 
President,  will  cnre  the  most  alarming  of  these 
evils.  The  constitution,  by  interposing  the 
electoral  colleges,  nndonbtedly  intended  that 
they  should  exercise  a  sound  lUscretion  in  the 
choice  of  a  President — they  were  "  to  analyze 
his  qnallllcationB,  and  indieiously  combine  mo- 
tives of  choice."  Fed.  No.  68.  But,  sir,  the 
people  of  this  country,  as  has  been  shown  in 
thb  debate,  and  elsewhere,  have  not  been  con- 
tent with  simply  the  ri^rht  of  originating  the 
colleges,  even  when  committed  to  them  by 
their  State  Legislatures — they  have  always  re- 
quired a  pledge,  or  some  endence,  of  the  elec- 
tor or  electors,  for  whom  they  intended  to  give 
their  ultimate  vote,  before  they  would  give 
their  vote  to  him  or  then;.  Here,  then,  sir, 
the  intention  of  the  oonstitation  has  been  man- 
ifestly defeated — this  seems  to  be  a  case  in 
which  experience  snggei=ts  amendment.  The 
people,  sir,  although  tliej  will  hear  argument 
and  reason,  yet  will  finally  judge  for  them- 
selves. But  even  here  I  woiild  lay  my  hands 
on  this  venerated  instrument  with  great  reluc- 
tance. The  cure  and  enlightened  views  of  its 
framers  pleaa  strongly  in  its  behalf;  and  al- 
though wo  may  not  now  discover  the  evils 
which  may  result  from  the  change,  yet  time 
— time  and  casualty  may  disclose  them.  Bnt, 
sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  design  of  its  framers  haa 
be«n  defeal«d,  I  wotdd  haxvd  this  ■muidment. 
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It  would  have,  or,  I  thint,  the  effect  of  roufi- 
iag  the  people  from  their  torpid  qnietinn ;  it 
wUI  make  them  feel  that  their  voiee  ia  heard — 
that  their  Tote  is  felt ;  and  the  votinR  directly 
ind  immediatel;  for  the  man  of  their  choice, 
nill  of  itaelf  be  productive  of  a  lively  satisfac- 
tion. They  will  then  know  that  their  vote  is 
pren  as  they  wished  it  shonld  be,  and  is  be- 
Toad  the  coDtrol  of  any  politioal  legerdemain. 
They  will  not  be  agitated  by  the  m^its  of  the 
serenl  electoral  candidates,  bat  their  eye  will 
npoeesini^yontfae  man  oftiieir  ultimate  choice. 
1  anderstand  a  case  has  ocontred  in  Maryland, 
vhete  there  were  two  electoral  candidates  for 
tha  Mme  Preddential  candidate,  and  one  for 
■Dother  Presidential  candidate,  and,  although 
&6  diabict  ^ve  a  large  m^oritjr  for  tike  Preo- 
idtatial  candidate  who  had  two  friends  as  eleo- 
lonl  Mndidatea,  yet  the  tLird  cuididate  ob- 
tuoed  the  Kreateet  plnrality,  and  tbas  the  vote 
ef  the  district  was  given  to  that  candidate  for 
the  Premdency,  against  whom  there  was  a 
hrge  majority.  This  cannot  happen  when  the 
pec^  vote  directly  for  the  President.  An 
WoraUe  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  baa  asked  those  who  contend  for  this 
eipreedon  of  the  popular  will  in  this  mode— 
irhy  not  extend  the  principle!  and  has  alluded 
to  a  species  of  popnlation  which,  withont  being 
dtizeni,  is  connted  in  eetimBtiDg  the  ratio  of 
rtpieaenlataon  from  the  Southern  States.  Bir, 
if  he  had  shown  ns  that  this  amendment  would 
hire  eonferred  any  additional  power  on  these 
BUtee,  the  obserratian  would  have  had  some 
bearing ;  or  if  he  bad  shown  that  the^y  would 
have  derived  any  pecaliar  advantage,  it  wonld 
Iiave  been  more  plausibly  introdaced  into  de- 
bate ;  but  aa  it  ia — whatever  it  may  be — it  is 
not  in  argfomenL 

The  hoDcHrable  gMitleman  from  Virginia,  who 
^nke  first,  Qb.  Asobbr,)  has  disconned  with 
maeh  State  prida  on  the  freehold — viva  voce 
ndfrige  of  Vir^nia.  He  has  told  ns  that  the 
mode  of  voting  by  ballot  is  a  sneaking  way ; 
that  they  "  sneak  np  to  the  poUa,"  and  that  be 
would  ^e  himself  if  the  freehold  qnalification 
*as  abolished  in  Viipnia.  Now,  Mr.  Ohair- 
nuu,  I  have  nnderstood  that  a  larve  portion  of 
tb«  citizens  of  Vir^^ia,  particnWly  in  the 
Test,  ire  very  anzions  to  have  their  constitu- 
tion amended,  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  exer- 
(dsethe  elet^ve  franchise;  bnt,  perhaps,  after 
tbe  honorable  gentleman's  threat  to  leave  them 
if  they  do,  they  may  desist.  I  imagine,  rir, 
Ibat  it  wonld  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  other 
Etsle  to  give  her  citiiens  tBb  same  independ- 
eoM  IS  the  citizens  of  Virginia  have,  by 
adopting  the  aame  mode — by  making  a  freehold 
nmssary  to  vot«,  and  by  protecting  that  free- 
iM  from  the  payment  of  debts ;  thej  might 
then,  sir,  be  so  mdependent  as  not  only  to  tell 
i  nadtdate  viva  voce,  that  they  woold  not  vote 
lor  him — but  also  that  they  wonld  not  pay  him 
»  jnst  debt — and  that,  too,  "  viva  voce,"  sir. 
Bat,  HT,  with  the  right  of  snltVage  the  consti- 
I      tn&on  has  IJuidably  omitted  to  interfere ;  nor 


The  requisites  to  the  rights  of  snfitage  are 
very  different  in  the  different  States,  and  even 
adjoining  States:  in  Virginia,  as  we  have 
n,  none  bnt  freeholders  can  vote — in  North 
Oarolina,  sir,  it  is  the  birthright  of  every  fVee- 
man.  If,  therefore,  the  constitntton  had  at- 
tempted to  fix  a  uniform  rale  on  this  subject 
the  strange  anomaly  might  have  been  presented 
of  a  man  B  voting  for  the  highest  ofBcer  in  the 
Union,  who  conid  not  vote  for  the  lowest 
Btata  officer.  It  might  also  have  interfered 
materially  with  the  polity  of  a  State.  This 
amendment,  therefore,  sir,  does  not  at  all  inter- 
fere with  State  rights ;  their  quantity  otpower 
remains  the  same :  its  ratio  of  a^nstment  is 
not  disturbed — and  either  with  regard  to  the 
Union,  or  each  other,  they  preserve  the  same 
relative  rights.  It  will  also  prevent  the  array* 
ing  of  State  against  State — as  the  annporters  of 
the  President  will  be  diffused  through  the  Un- 
ion ;  nnreasonable  jealoasies  will  thns  be  pre-  . 
vented,  and  sectional  feelings  and  appellationa, 
agiunat  which  the  Father  of  his  Conntiy  enter- 
tained so  ranch  apprehension,  will  be  deprived 
of  one  of  their  most  powerf\i11y  exciting  canse^ 
and  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  any  citi- 
zen of  any  State,  with  an  American  feeling, 
wonld  not  greatly  prefer  that  the  candidate  of 
his  choice  shonld  oe  President,  than  that  his 
State  should  ^ve  an  undivided  vote. 

The  proposition  that  the  Senate  ahonld  elect, 
points  clearly  to  the  Slale  power;    and  this 

Saalification  being  retained  when  it  was  trans- 
irred  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  shows 
conclusively  that  this  was  a  point  not  to  be 
conceded.  Indeed,  air,  the  convention  rtpeat- 
adly  decided  against  any  mode  by  which  this 
officer  should  be  elected,  without  a  participa- 
tion by  the  States  as  Stala:  the  plan  finally 
adopted  was  the  result  of  fair  compromisCj  and 
was  much  complained  of  at  the  time,  as  giving 
too  mndi  induenco  to  the  large  States.  Lot  ns 
recollect,  too,  sir,  that,  by  the  amendment  of 
1804,  which  I  before  mentioned,  this  State 
right  ItBS  been  considerably  abridged. 

The  power  of  the  Honse,  as  exercised  in  thie 
election,  is  really  the  only  purely  /ederative 
feature  that  now  remains.  Ae  Senate  do  not 
vote  by  States,  bnt  individually.  But,  sir,  the 
great  argument  relied  on  is  tlie  liability  of  this 
House  to  cormption — to  undne  dependency  by 
the  expectation  of  honors  and  offices.  I  know, 
air,  that  patronage  addresses  itself  to  some  of 
the  most  powerfnl  feelings  that  reign  in  the 
human  breast— te  hope,  to  pleasing  hope — that 
passion  which  animates  the  lottery  adventurer, 
and  the  monarch  on  the  embattled  plain  ;  to 
the  desire  of  distinction,  from  which  the  wisest 
and  best  are  not  exempt ;  te  ambition,  which, 
however  immoderate,  persoades  itself  that  it  is 
our  country,  and  not  ourselves,  that  we  serve, 
I  admit,  sir,  that  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able  gentieman   from   South   Carolina,  (lb*. 
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HoDuFsm,)  deaerre  great  consideratioD ;  bat, 
sir,  thej  prove  too  rauoh,  if  any  thing— -they 
oertunly  prove,  as  the  honorable  geotleman 
from  Uasaacbnsetts  (Mr.  Evsrett)  Jias  Bliown, 
that  we  ought  cot  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
mighty  powers  of  legifllation,  which  the  con- 
BtitDtion  naa  vested  xm  with,  and  which  involve 
the  weal  or  woe,  not  only  of  tliis  nation,  but 
perhapB  of  the  world,  I  cannot  see  those 
hnghtfol  omens  which  some  gentlemen  think 
they  can  discover  in  the  political  horizon.  I 
see  DO  bulwark  of  the  constitution  broken 
down ;  the  ramparts  are  entire,  and  the  senti- 
nels, I  trust,  are  at  their  posts.  I  have  not 
heard  the  tocsin  of  alarm  sounded  by  the  State 
legialatures,  nor  have  I  seen  the  flaming  brand 
passed  from  hill  to  hill. 

The  late  Presidential  election  dnly  aod  con- 
ititntionallj'  devolved  npon  this  House,  and 
was  duly  and  constitntionally  made,  and  every 
good  citizen  is,  I  trust,  disposed  to  Judge  "  all 
those  in  authority  "  by  their  measnres. 

But,  sir,  if  the  deformed  featnrea  of  corrup- 
tion bave  been  here  manifested,  is  there  no 
mode  of  expelling  the  monster,  but  by  digging 
up  the  fonndations  of  the  constitntional  edi- 
fice t  If  the  golden  shower  has  penetrated  the 
massy  walls  of  the  Capitol,  close  the  avennes ; 
if  we  cannot  resist  temptation,  let  as  fly  it. 
Let  Ds  pass  a  self-denying  ordinance — exclude 
members  from  office.  But  do  not,  sir,  because 
we  are  fraiL  disiignre  the  monuments  of  oar 
ancestors'  wisdom  and  virtue.  Let  ns  rather 
endeavor  to  elevate  ourselves  to  their  standard, 
than  destroy  the  standard  itself.  I  have  thus 
endeavored,  Ur.  Chairman,  not  only  to  express 
my  opinion,  bnt  to  assign  my  reasons.  I  was 
not  disposed  to  shrink  from  responsibility  by 
a  silent  vote  fur  these  amendments.  I  feel  a 
conviction,  sir,  that  I  have  at  least  endeavored 
to  do  my  dnty  ;  and,  sir,  there  is  no  feeling  I 
prize  more  highly,  or  would  purchase  more 

Ur.  Pole  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  able  and  very  in- 
teresting discussion,  with  which  wo  have  been 
favored  upon  the  present  occasion,  bnt  little 
remains  to  be  said  upon  this  important  subject. 
And  I  should,  Nr,  npon  this,  as  I  have  done 
upon  other  occasions,  have  contented  myself  to 
have  given  a  silent  vote,  but  for  the  acknowl- 
edged importance  of  the  great  question  npon 
which  we  now  deliberate,  and  that  t  represent 
here  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this  coun- 
try. As  their  humble  organ,  I  should  be  cen- 
surable, indeed,  not  to  express  their  will  upon 
a  subjeict  which  is  not  local  in  its  character; 
which  does  not  affect,  in  the  decision  which  we 
are  called  npon  to  make,  any  one  State,  or  por- 
tion of  this  Union,  to  the  exclusion  of  another; 
but  npon  a  subject,  in  which  the  whole  people 
of  this  mighty  Confederacy  feel  mnch  concern. 
Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  proposed  amendments 
to  th«  constitution,  contained  in  the  resolntions 
upon  your  table,  involve,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 


question  of  vast  interest  to  the  people  of  tbia 
country.  They  involve,  sir,  the  question  of 
their  sovereignty.  That  tkii  it  a  Qcverament 
battd  upon  the  wiU  of  tht  PeepU ;  that  all 
p4»eer  emanatet  Jhnn  than  ;  and  that  a  major- 
ity  thould  TuU ;  are,  as  I  conceive,  vital  prin- 
ciples in  this  Government,  never  to  be  sacri- 
ficed or  abandoned,  under  any  oircumstancea. 
In  theory,  all  soand  politicians  admit  the  ab- 
stract proposition,  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  sovereign ;  that  they  are  the  source  of 
Kwer;  and  that^  in  a  representative  Republic 
e  this,  the  mtyority  sbonld  rule,  and  tlis 
minority  sabmlL  These  constitute  the  basis, 
upon  which  rest  all  your  political  insliUitions. 
But,  in  practice,  bow  does  their  sovereignty 
operate  in  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation!  Are  the  people,  in  fact,  sov- 
ereign !  Does  the  power  that  elevates  this  dis- 
tinguished individaal  to  this  high  station, 
always  emanate  from  them)  Do  a  m^oritj 
always  prevail)  The  history  of  past  events 
answers  the  question.  The  possibility,  mach 
less  the  increased  probability,  that  it  may  be 
otherwise,  nnder  the  present  provi^ons  of  the 
constitution,  strongly  nrges  the  necessity  of 
making  some  amendment,  whereby  the  desir- 
able end  may  be  attained,  that  the  individoal 
who  is  oallca  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  may^  be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of 
its  citizens.  But  here,  sir,  I  am  met  at  the 
threshold,  by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stosrs,)  and  told,  that  it 
never  was  intended,  by  tlie  framers  of  the  coa- 
stitution,  that  the  people  should  exercise  the 
important  function  of  electing  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  popular  principle,  in  relation  to  this  elec- 
tion, was  limited ;  that  it  was  a  mixed  power, 
partaking  of  the  popular  and  federative  princi- 
ples \  that  it  was  intended  that  there  should  be 
a  great  rallying  point  for  the  States,  in  the 
Honso  of  Representatives,  when  the  primary 
electors  should  fail  to  make  a  choice,  and  when 
the  contingency  should  happen,  that  the  eleo- 
tion  should  devolve  upon  Congress.     If  the 

Eentleman  be  right,  in  the  proposition  which 
e  has  assumed,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  have 
been  wholly  mistaken,  and  totally  wrong,  in 
my  conceptions  npon  this  subject.  But,  before 
I  attempt  to  answer  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, Bufi'er  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make 
this  general  remark.  Almost  every  gentlcn^n 
who  has  addressed  the  committee  upon  thia 
occasion,  (I  believe  I  should  not  err  if  I  were 
to  say  all,)  seem  to  have  viewed  this  sabject  as 
though  we  were  about  to  perform  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislation  under  the  constitution ;  as 
though  we  were  about  to  enact  an  electoral 
law,  to  carry  the  provisions  into  effect:  and 
not  as  thoDgh  we  were  called  upon,  by  the 
propositions  now  before  ns,  to  amend  the  Jiin- 
damental  late  of  the  conntry— the  eomtUutimi 
ilielf.  And  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  right  in  his  premises,  as  to  the  intention  of 
that  bright  galaxy  of  statesmen  who  composed 
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tie  c<HiTention  of  W — that  framed  the  consti- 
tttion,  (which  I  am  for  from  belieriDg,  and 
camot  admit,)  still  I  would  maintain,  that, 
afier  near  forty  jears'  experience  of  the  prac- 
tinl  operations  of  this  constitotion,  it  was 
Bomd  poUgy,  and  important  to  the  stability, 
daiation,  and  hanaony  of  the  TJnion,  to  ameod 
thecoDStitTitioD,  and  give  this  important  power 
dirertly  to  the  great  body  of  the  American 
wopJe.  Bat,  nr,  is  the  gentleman  from  New 
lor^  right t  Waa  it,  as  he  Bapposea,  never 
bteoded  that  the  people  of  the  Uoited  States 
■honli  dect  the  President  t  If,  sir,  I  had  no 
Dtberargament  to  light  np  my  mind  to  a  cor- 
net CMdnsion  npon  this  point,  than  those  that 
an  Intimately  to  be  drawn  from  the  constita- 
tko  itselt  I  Bhoold  be  amply  anstained  in  the 

r'  ioDS  I  have  formed.  Is  it  reasonable  that 
people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  but 
TMeutly  broken  the  cbaina  of  their  slavery,  and 
duken  off  a  foreign  yoke — who  were  abont  to 
fbno  for  themselves  a  system,  a  free  and  re- 
[nUican  system,  of  Government — is  it  reason- 
tUe,  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  they  ahonld  have  in- 
tended  to  disfranchise  themselves  in  this  im- 
portant particnlar-^the  election  of  the  first  offi- 
cer of  the  Republic  ?  What,  air,  is  their  Ian- 
gwue,  in  the  preamble  of  thia  constitntion  I 
"Wi,  (A«  People  of  the  United  Statei,^'  4c., 
^io  ordam  and  etlablith  thU  Conttiliilion  for' 
lit  UniUd  Stale*  of  America."  Bnt  I  will  not 
Mgne  the  committee,  by  reiterating  the  able 
argmnenta  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Dhatton,)  drawn  from 
the  DODstitotion  itself,  npon  this  part  of  the 
Kbject  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every 
gentleman,  and  proves  ratisfactorily  and  con- 
desivdy,  to  my  mind,  that  the  framers  of  the 
Mfutitntion  contemplated  and  intended,  that 
the  people  shoold  he  the  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President ;  that  they  viewed  a  recur- 
raiee  of  thia  election  to  the  Ilonse  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  a  remote  possibility,  and  one 
which  woold  seldom,  if  ever,  oocur.  We  are 
DM,  however,  left  to  ferret  ont  tJieir  intention 
by  the  letter,  or  by  the  constmction  of  the 
woBtitntion  alone.  Other  evidences  are  within 
(nrrfach.  What  were  the  opinions  of  a  dis- 
tinpnlihed  member  of  that  Convention,  as  con- 
tuned  in  the  writings  of  the  Ftderalitt,  so  fre- 
qnently  referred  to  in  the  conrse  of  this  debate 
— »h»l,  wr,  were  the  opinions  of  Alexander 
BatnilfaHil  With  all  hia  anti-democratio  prin- 
opWa,  did  he  contend,  in  the  nnmbera  of  the 
lAniut,  written  by  himself,  and  deaigned, 
togetber  with  the  nombers  of  his  able  coadjn- 
kw,  (Kr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Jay,)  to  fhrnish  to 
the  American  people  a  fur  exposition  of  the 
WW  constitution — written  at  that  critical  po- 
™4too^when  this  constitntion  was  snspended 
™re  the  conventions  of  the  Statea,  for  ratifl- 
«^n  or  r^ection  ?  Did  ho  contend  that  the 
^ewtait  waa  not  to  be  elected  bv  the  people ) 
**!  w!  Whatever  might  have  been  bis  own 
■Bdindnal  opinion  of  what  the  constitution 
svfU  to  have  been,  he  knew  too  well  the  in- 


tertion  of  the  Convention  as  to  what  it  uo*. 
In  the  6Sth  Ko.  of  that  work,  he  says,  it  was 
desirable  that  the  sense  of  the  people  should 
he  ascertained  in  this  important  election  ;  that, 
for  thia  porpose,  the  election  was  not  made  to 
depend  on  any  pre-existing  or  pre-established 
body  of  men,  who  might  be  tampered  with,  to 

Sirostitote  their  votes ;  but  the  dioice  was  re- 
erred  to  an  immediate  act  of  the  people  of 
America ;  and  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
President  should  be  independent  of  all  others, 
but  the  people,  for  hia  election.  I  have  not  the 
number  to  which  1  refer,  before  me,  but  I  state 
it  substantially  correct.  In  the  Convention  in 
Virpnia,  to  whom  this  constitntion  was  sub- 
mitted, for  ratification  or  rejection,  what  were 
the  opinions  entertained  by  its  distinguished 
members  ?  Did  they  understand  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  to  elect  the  President !  No,  sir. 
Governor  Randolph,  in  answering  an  objection 
which  had  been  made  to  this  part  of  the  con- 
stitution— that  foreign  inflnence  would  operate 
in  the  election  of  the  ProMdent — aajs:  "The 
electora  must  be  elected  by  the  people  at  large. 
To  procure  hia  re-election,  his  influence  mnst 
be  co-extensive  with  the  Continent ;  and  there 
can  be  no  combination  between  the  electors,  aa 
they  elect  him  on  the  aame  day  in  every  State. 
When  this  ia  the  case,  how  can  foreign  infiu- 
ence  or  intrigue  enter)  "  The  late  venerable 
President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
who  has  gone  into  retirement,  and,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  sir,  in  penury  and  want— for,  what- 
ever else  may  be  said  of  him,  it  may  be  trdy 
sud,  be  was  a  faithful  and  useful  public  ser- 
vant, in  those  trying  times  when  his  conn^ 
realized  the  value  of  his  services — be  aaid, 
npon  tliis  occasion  :  "  The  President  ought  to 
act  under  the  strongest  impnlses  of  rewarda 
and  punishments,  which  are  the  strongest  in- 
centives to  hnman  actions.  There  are  two 
ways  of  securing  this  point.  He  ought  to  de- 
pend on  the  people  of  America  for  his  appoint- 
ment and  contmuanoe  in  office.  lie  ought, 
also,  to  be  responsible,  in  an  eqaal  degree,  to 
all  the  States,  and  to  be  tried  by  dispassionate 
judges.  His  responsibility  ought,  further,  to 
be  direct  and  immediate."  Mr.  Mason,  and 
Mr.  Madison,  too,  who  wera  distinguished 
members  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  do 
not  seem  to  have  anderatood  thia  subject  as  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  professes  to  do. 
They  maintained  that  "the  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  attended  to."  Bnt,  at  the  pe- 
riod when  tills  constitution  waa  presented  to 
the  States  for  ratification,  it  was  an  alarming 
crisis  to  the  people  of  thia  country.  The  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  had  proved  inadequate  to 
the  great  purposes  of  aelf^govemment.  The 
question  presented  to  the  States  was,  ratifica- 
tion or  rgection  of  the  new  constitution.  Re- 
jection, and  anarchy,  and  confusion,  with  des- 
potism in  their  train,  were  most  likely  to  ba 
the  consequences ;  and  though  some  ohjectiona 
might  have  existed  to  the  constitution,  in  this 
particnlar,  aa  poasible,  in  a  remote  degree^  yat, 
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under  the  circamBtanoea,  rat'ificatioa  was  better 
than  rejection.  At  that  period,  it  was  thought 
bj-  the  MgeB  of  that  day,  distingaished  for  their 
talents  and  politioal  sagacity,  that  it  was  barelj 
possible  that  the  election  conld  devolve  o 
Oongrew.  Thej  bad  fixed  tbeir  eyes  npon  tht 
distinguished  man,  "  the  Father  of  Au  Qnij 
try,"  as  the  first  who  was  to  fill  thia  high  ofBoe 
— an  individnal  upon  ivhom  all  united  with  one 
TMoe..  They  oonld  not  pierce  the  veil  of  futu- 
rity, tad  see  the  new  system  folly  develop 
itse^  What  they  conld  not  anticipate  or  fore- 
see, we  have  realized.  Is  there  any  gentleman 
here,  with  his  past  observation  and  experience, 
who  will  hazard  the  opinion,  that  this  election 
will  hereafter  bat  eelaom  devolve  upon  Oon- 
cress  t  Is  there  any  gentleman  here,  who  will 
deny  that,  under  existing  cironmBtancea,  thia 
important  election,  under  the  present  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  must,  in  all  probability, 
most  generally,  terminate  in  tliis  Honsel  If 
Bnoh  must  probably  be  the  result,  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitution,  and  of  its  framera, 
Qiot  the  people  shonld  elect  the  Preudent,  de- 
feated t  If,  by  the  unforeseen  operations  of 
the  constitution,  the  people  have,  in  effect, 
been  deprived  of  an  important  right,  which 
they  ought  to  possess  and  erercias,  and  which 
I  maintain  was  intended  to  be  given  to  them, 
are  we  not  called  upon,  by  the  most  solemn 
oblations,  to  restore  it  to  ^em  i 

But,  to  consider  this  sulyect  more  sys- 
tematically— the  resolutiona  under  considera- 
tion naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  dis- 
tinct propositions :  IsL  That  the  constitution 
ehaU  be  so  amended,  that  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  shall,  in  no  event, 
devolve  npon  the  respective  Honses  of  Con- 
gress. And  2d.  That  the  constitution  ^all  be 
BO  amended,  that  each  State  in  the  Union  shall 
be  divided  into  as  many  districta  aa  there  are 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  from 
each  respective  State,  and  that  each  district 
Bfaall  give  one  vote. 

In  examining  these  two  propositions,  al- 
Qiongh  distinct  in  themselves,  I  shall  not 
view  them  aa  distinct  and  substantive  propo- 
rtions, unconnected  with  each  other  in  their 
tfftet*  and  Bperatiim»,  as  some  gentlemen  have 

In  support  of  the  first  proposition,  it  will  be 
necessary  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  present  constitution,  and  why  it  is  tJiat 
the  election  of  thia  high  officer  should,  in  no 
event,  devolve  npon  Congress.  The  first  rea- 
son which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  why  it 
shonld  not  there  devolve,  is,  that  the  President 
ia  not  an  officer  of  Congress ;  he  is  not  an  offi- 
cer of  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  he  ia 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  Union,  and  shonld  he  directly  responsible 
to  the  people  for  his  conduct  in  office,  and  be 
dependent  upon  them  for  his  re-election.  The 
surest  guarantee  that,  in  his  administration,  he 
will  consult  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
fend,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  pursue  a  wi»e 


policy,  is  the  certainty,  that,  at  the  expiratiMi 
of  his  term,  he  most  return  agsjn  to  the  body 
of  society,  and  submit  his  public  conduct  to  tfa« 
scrutiny  of  impartial  examination;  is  the  cer- 
tainty that,  if  he  has  disregarded  or  negligent- 
ly mistaken  the  best  interest  of  the  country,  ha 
will  not  be  again  elevated  to  that  iffgh  station, 
but  roust  seek  the  "  post  of  honor  in  a  private 
station ;"  must  share  with  the  body  of  hiE  fel- 
low-citizens their  burdens,  and  must  participate 
with  them,  the  evil  efTocta  of  his  own  policy. 
But  if  he  ia  remotely  respon^ble  to  the  people, 
and  dependent  directly  npon  a  select  or  pre- 
existing body  of  men  for  bis  appointment,  it  is 
human  nature,  and  be  will  study  more  to  con- 
ciliate his  immediate  electors,  than  to  advanca 
the  inl«rest  of  the  community.  ButL  sir,  the 
election  ought,  in  no  event,  to  devolve  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  a  much  more 
important  reason,  and  one  which,  with  me,  ia 
conclusive.  It  is,  because  a  minority  aa  well  in 
the  Sectoral  Colleges,  under  the  present  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  as  a  minority  of 
representatives  in  Congress,  may  elect  him,  and 
thereby  destroy  and  overturn  in  practice  what 
all  admit  in  theory— that  a  minority  should  - 
rule.  According  to  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  there  are  as  many  electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President,  as  tbere  are  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress.  By  the 
last  apportionment,  which  I  abml  take  as  an 
example,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  ar- 
gument, the  number  of  electors  is  261.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  electors  ia 
necessary  to  a  choice  in  the  primary  Colleges ; 
and  if  the  Colleges  of  Electors  fail  to  eleot, 
then,  out  of  the  three  highest  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  by  the  electors,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  voting  by  States,  is  to  chooae 
the  PresidenL  Suppose,  for  example,  sir,  that 
A  and  B  are  the  prominent  cuididates  before 
the  people  for  the  Presidency.  C  is  likewise  % 
caoiiidate.  A  receives  120  electoral  votes,  B 
receives  an  equal  nnmber,  and  C  receives  Ibd 
remaining  21  votes.  C  may  have  been  support- 
ed by  one  or  two  of  the  States,  or  may  have 
received  the  votes  of  a  part  of  the  people  of 
some  one  of  the  larger  States.  A,  B^  and  C, 
in  this  event,  are  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  three  highest  on  the  list 
of  the  electoral  votes,  out  of  whom  the  House 
is  to  choose  the  President.  An  election,  under 
these  circumstances,  takes  place  in  the  House. 
where  the  votes  are  taken  by  States ;  and  O, 
who  has  received  a  small  minority  of  electoral 
votes,  may  he  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  thirty-one  Representatives,  upon  thb 
floor,  out  of  two  hundred  and  tliirtecn,  the 
whole  number  of  Representatives :  for  thirty- 
one  Representatives  here,  from  the  thirteen 
smaller  States  in  the  Union,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  control  and  to  give  the  votes  of  thir- 
teen States,  and  thereby  elect  the  President 
against  the  will  of  the  remaining  one  boudred 
and  eighty-two  Representatives,  as  is  demon- 
strable th<u : 
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Thaa  the  wbtde  ntuober  of  RepresentstiTes 
j^oa  this  floor,  from  thirteen  of  the  sm&ller 
StttBB  in  the  UDion,  is  onl;  forty-fiTo.  A  ma- 
initj  of  th«  representaUon  from  each  State 
Mm  it  in  their  power  to  control,  and  give  the 
Tole  of  that  &tata ;  and  thirtj-one  Representa- 
tirea  here  eonstitnte  the  sura  of  the  m^oritiea 
ot  the  delegations  of  thirteen  States  of  the 
Umon.  Thns  £7,  with  only  twenty-one  elec- 
lonl  TOtea,  agtunst  the  remaining  two  hundred 
■od  forty  electoral  Totci,  and  with  thirty-one 
Bcpreseotativea,  against  the  remaining  one 
hmdred  and  eishty-two  Representatives,  may 
be  elected  the  Frc«dent  of  the  United  Stutes. 
Bat  sappoae  a  case  still  more  extreme — it  is 
eertainly  possible  it  may  occur,  and  therefore  I 
■n  justifiable  in  nung  it — aappose  C  receives 
tmt  one  solitary  electoral  vote,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  hondrad  and  sixty  are  equally  divided 
between  A  and  B.  In  this  event  C  is  consti- 
tntuMiaUy  presented  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
Uives  as  one  of  the  three  hishest  on  the  list. 
With  ^t  one  sinele  etectoru  vote,  thirty-one 
gentlemrai  npou  this  floor,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  elect  him  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Will  gentlemen  say  these  an  extreme 
CMea,  and  wiU  probably  never  occur?  I  an- 
swer, it  is  possible  they  may  occnr,  and  cases 
IWroximating  to  them,  and  the  same  in  prio- 
a^e,  will,  in  all  probability,  often  occur.  But 
dull  I  be  told  that  the  Representatives  of  free- 
men will  sever  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  duty  and 
respoosibility  to  the  people,  as  to  disregard 
their  will,  and  palm  upon  them  a  President  not 
of  their  dioice  I  ^Experience  is  the  best  of  tu- 
tmeases,  and  from  her  we  may  learn  many  sal- 
QEvy  lessons.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  memo- 
nhle  contest  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
c€  1801,  between  the  venerable  Jefferson  aud 
Aaron  Bnrr.  The  latter  had  not  received  a 
■ngle  vote  in  the  contemplation  of  the  people, 
w  of  the  electors,  for  the  PreMdency  ;  the 
fnends  of  the  former  for  the  Presidency  had 
supported  the  latter  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
Te^  having  received  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
the  one  evidently  intended  to  be  President,  and 
the  other  Vice  President,  under  the  then  pro- 
viMoDs  of  the  constitution,  it  became  necessary 
fur  the  House  of  Representetivea  to  determine, 
voting  by  Btatet^  whidi  of  them  should  be 


President.  With  all  these  facts  staring  them 
in  the  face,  a  portion  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  at  that  day,  were  not  so  scmpnlom 
of  violating  the  people's  will,  as  to  surrender, 
without  a  struggle,  the  Chief  Magistracy  to  the 
man  of  their  choice.  No,  sir ;  a  doubtful  issue 
ensued,  when  the  sable  curtains  of  the  night 
were  drawn  aronnd ;  midnight  balloting  after 
balloting  followed ;  this  miKlity  Confederaoy 
was  shaken  to  its  centre :  &r  days  the  result 
was  suspended.  Fortunately,  the  American 
people  in  that  struggle  ultimately  prevailed ;  a 
victory  of  principle  and  of  the  people  was  ob- 
tained ;  a  m^onty  stilt  ruled.  And  who  can 
tell,  air,  what  might  have  been  the  conse- 

auencea,  if  it  had  terminated  otherwise!  I 
ladder  to  contemplate  what  might  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  happy  country.  But  I  shall 
not  fatigue  the  committee,  by  indulging  in  con- 
jecture upon  this  unpleasant  subject  I  have 
referred  gentlemen  to  this  part  of  our  history 
to  show,  that  if,  in  that  case,  the  contest  waa 
rendered  doubtful  for  a  season,  where  the  indi- 
vidual had  not,  in  contemplation  of  the  people, 
received  a  single  vote  for  the  Presidency ;  that 
it  may  occur,  under  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  where  an  individual  may  have 
received  a  very  small  namber  of  Electoral 
votes,  as  in  the  cases  I  have  supposed. 

It  may  happen,  sir,  that  a  mmority  may  tbna 
elect  the  President,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  this  Honse,  from  personal  partialities  to 
the  individual  elected,  and  thus  palm  upon  the 
nation  a  President  evidently  not  the  choice  of 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
not  the  choice  of  the  immediate  constituents  of 
those  gentlemen,  upon  this  floor,  who  may 
elect  him ;  and  not  the  choice  of  a  mmority  of 
the  Representatives  in  Congress.  It  may  hap- 
pen, sir,  that  the  flrst  choice  of  the  Represent- 
ative here,  holding  in  his  hands  the  power  of 
controlling  the  vote  of  his  Btate,  may  not  be 
returned  to  the  House  as  one  of  the  throe  high- 
est upon  the  list.  The  second  choice  of  the 
Representative  may  be  essentially  different 
from  the  second  choice  of  his  constituents,  if 
the  election  were  ag^n  referred  back  to  them. 
The  Representative  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
wOl  of  his  constituents,  or  if  he  know  their 
will,  he  may  aSect  ignorance  of  it.  But  the 
doctrine  is  mainteined  by  some  politicians  in 
this  country,  and  I  appeal  to  your  experience 
to  know,  sir,  whether  it  has  not  been  openly 
avowed  upon  this  floor,  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  Representative  here,  aud 
his  constituents  at  home ;  that  the  Representa- 
tive here  is  not  bound  to  regard  or  obey  the 
instructions  of  those  who  send  him  here.  For 
myself,  I  have  never  enterteined  such  opinions, 
but  believe,  upon  all  ijuestiona  of  expediency, 
that  the  Representative  is  bound  to  regard  ana 
obey  the  known  will  of  his  constituent  Othei' 
gentlemen,  however,  entertain  different  opin- 
ions ;  and  when  snch  opinions  are  entertdned 
and  openly  avowed,  what  security  have  the 
people  that  their  rights  will  be  preserved,  wliea 
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the  preservatjon  of  them  depends  Di>on  the  ac- 
ddental,  istereated,  or  ciuincioaa  will  of  their 
pablio  serTants  1  Thus  the  President  may  be 
elected  \ij  a  minority  of  the  Bepresentativea 
In  Congres^  who  may  be  of  opinion  that  they 
have  conscienttonaly  discharged  their  pablio 
doty. 

Bat  is  there  no  danger,  sir,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  officer  of  the  first  nation  in  the 
world  ia  to  be  made  by  a  select  and  pro-eiist- 
ing  body  of  men,  that  even  the  Representa- 
tives of  fireemen  may,  in  an  evil  hour,  be 
tempted  to  deport  from  the  path  of  doty,  re- 
oeiva  the  wages  of  iniquity,  and  prostrate  at 
the  shrine  of  some  ambitions  aspirant  to  the 
Presidency,  the  public  will,  and  with  it  the 
best  interests  of  the  conntry  1  Shall  vie  assnme 
to  ourselves  the  high  prerogative  of  being  un- 
contaminated  and  incorroptibte,  when  the  same 
attributes  ore  denied  to  all  the  rest  of  man- 
kind) Is  immaculate  purity  to  be  found 
within  these  walls,  and  in  no  other  corner  of 
tbe  earth)  Have  you  not  yourselvea,  sir,  in 
your  le^slation  in  relation  to  this  very  subject 
— the  election  of  a  President — given  incontes- 
table evidence  that  you  are  distrustful  of  hnman 
nature)  Why  is  it,  that,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1T9S,  designed  as  it  was  to  carry  into 
effect  that  part  of  the  constitution  \n  relation 
to  the  election  of  a  President,  you  provide  that 
the  electors  in  each  State  uiall  be  elected 
within  the  thirty-foor  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  in 
every  fourth  year,  the  day  upon  which  the 
Rectors,  throughout  the  Union,  are  required  to 
give  their  votes!  Why  this  short  interveniuB 
period  between  the  choice  of  the  electors,  and 
the  day  upon  which  they  shall  give  their  votes) 
It  was  a  wise  provision,  made  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  tampering  with  them ;  to  pre- 
vent intrigue,  corruption,  bargaining,  and  sale ; 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  political  jug- 
glers ;  and  to  keep  pure  the  stream  as  was  the 
fountain,  the  people,  from  which  it  flowed.  So 
particular  have  you  been  upon  this  sul^ect,  and 
so  cantious  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  elec- 
tors, that  yon  have  given  them  but  a  short  and 
transitory  existence ;  and  if  any  one  of  them 
ehoald  Ira  elected  more  than  thirty-four  days 
before  the  day  upon  which  he  is  required  to 
vote,  the  presumption  of  yonr  law  is  against 
him,  and  his  vote  will  not  be  received.  But  is 
not  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  likewise  a 
pre-existing  body  at  men  t  Are  they  not  col- 
lected together  at  one  point  for  weeks  to- 
gether, between  the  period  when  it  is  ascer- 
tuned  that  the  primary  electors  have  failed  to 
make  a  choice,  and  the  day  upon  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  vote )  Is  it  not  as  probable, 
to  sar  the  least  of  it,  that  they  may  be  tam- 
pered with  to  prostitute  their  votes,  and  that 
they  may  be  oormpted,  as  that  twenty-fonr 
eeparate  electoral  oollegea,  disjiersed  over  the 
twenty-four  States  of  the  Union,  might  bet 
In  the  one  case  joa  have  been  distrustfiil,  and 
}iaTe  provided  against  the  posnbiltty  of  ondue 
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influence  of  any  kind,  so  as  to  thwart  the  pnb- 
lio  wilt.  In  relation  to  the  electoral  oollege:^ 
yon  have  adopted,  by  yonr  laws,  the  salutary 
masim,  "lead  us  not  into  temptation."  Would 
it  not  be  quite  as  safe  to  adopt  it  in  relation  to 
ourselves ) 

But  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleBaan 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stoehs,)  that,  for  tha 
honor  of  this  House,  a  suspicion  should  not  ba 
indulged  that  its  members  could  be  corrupted. 
Let  it  not  he  told,  says  he,  at  the  court  of  St. 
James,  or  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
even  anspicion  had  been  openly  entertained 
upon  the  floor  of  the  American  Congress,  that 
any  of  its  members  were  corruptible.  And 
the  gentleman  from  Hassachusctts,  too,  (Mr. 
ETBKrrr,)  denies  in  brood  terms  the  corrupti- 
bility of  this  House.  Sir,  it  is  a  humiliating 
idea,  a  jiainful  thought,  I  admit,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  freemen  could,  under  any  cir- 
cnmstances,  barter  away  or  disregard  the  rights 
1^  the  people  for  their  own  individual  aggran- 
dizement. But  human  nature  is  the  same  in 
alt  ages  of  the  world.  All  past  histot?  has 
shown  that  it  is  nnsafe  to  rely  upon  virtne 
alone  when  strong  temptations  are  presented. 
And  what  stronger  temptation  to  corruption 
and  the  abandonment  of  principle  than  the 
Presidency,  can  be  held  out  to  an  ambitious 
man  aspiring  to  that  high  office)  The  Presi- 
dent ot  the  United  States,  when  elected,  has 
on  immeose  patronage  to  bestow:  has  many 
honorable  and  lucrative  ofBcee  in  his  ^ft.  And 
what  stronger  temptation  than  to  receive  the 
patronage  in  his  power,  can  be  held  out  to  the 
few  assembled  here,  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  elect  liira)  I  apprehend,  sir,  if  this  election 
shall  ireqaentty  devolve  upon  Gongrese,  that  a 
door  will  be  opened  to  corruption  intrigne, 
and  to  office  hunters;  and  I  apprenend,  fur- 
ther, that  through  that  door  the  evil-doer  may 
one  day  enter,  and  sap  the  foundations  of  this 
happy  Bepublic.  Other  coontries  have  been 
revolntiouzed  and  involved  in  anarchy  and 
confusion,  Dpon  whose  ruins  despotism  hoa 
erected  her  throne.  I  hope,  sir,  my  apprehen- 
sions may  he  unfounded ;  hut  surely  it  Is  pru- 
dent in  us  to  take  warnins  from  their  example, 
and  close  the  door  through  which  unprincipled 
men  may  enter,  and  obtain  an  advantage.  It 
should  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  many  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  the  Congressional 
elections,  for  the  next  Congress,  have  tran- 
^ired  some  twelve  or  eight^n  months  before 
the  Presidential  election ;  the  member  is  either 
defeated  by  a  more  favored  citizen  of  bis  dis- 
trict, who  is  to  supply  the  place  here,  and  his 
direct  and  immediato  responsibility  to  the  peo* 
pie  Is  destroyed;  or  he  haa  been  previously 
elected,  and  is  assured  that  he  will  at  least  hold 
his  seat  here,  if  he  desire  it,  for  another  term. 
If  he  has  been  defeated  at  home,  he  seeks  ele- 
vation and  promotion  elsewhere;  if  he  haa 
been  successful  at  home,  he  hopes  his  good 
constituents  may  forget  his  political  sin  before 
the  next  election ;  if  he  should  BtUl  deaire  Xa 
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measure  that  may  reconcile  his  constitueDts, 
balance  in  their  estimation  the  ecil  deed  he  has 
committed.  Another  argument,  Ur.  Chair- 
maii.  of  the  g^eDtleman  from  New  York,  strnck 
m«  with  peculiar  force.  If,  sajs  he,  this  Qov- 
emment  is  ever  destroyed,  it  will  not  be  by 
loeii  in  power,  bat  bj  men  ont  of  power. 
.Aitd  the  gentleman  from  Uaasaohnsette,  (Ur. 
Etkebit,)  who  succeeded  bim,  nsed  a  similar 
arfpunent,  and  told  us,  that  if  the  Government 
was  ever  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  by  a  Presi- 
AaA  elected  by  a  minority  of  the  pet^le,  but 
"bj  m  President  elected  by  an  overwhelming 
m^ority  of  the  people;  by  soma  '^mUilarf/ 
due/taia,"  that  should  arise  in  the  land.  Yes, 
mr,  by  £ome  "  military  ehUflain,"  whose  only 
crime  it  was  to  have  served  his  conntry  faith- 
fsZly  at  a  period  when  that  coontry  needed  and 
RsSzed  the  valne  of  his  services.  I  know,  ur, 
tba«  are  some  politicians  in  this  country  who 
•re  continually  in  alarm,  or  affect  to  be  so,  lest 
the  people  should  destroy  the  Government. 
And  1  know,  sir,  there  are  others,  and  I  am 
bold  to  Ray  I  am  of  the  number,  who  are  of 
opinitHi  that,  if  this  happy  Goverimient  is  ever 
de^royed,  (which  God  forbid  I)  it  will  be  by 
the  encroachments  and  abuse  of  power,  and  by 
the  alluring  and  cormpting  inSnence  of  Esecu- 
tire  patronage.  Rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  if  yon 
dumld  ever  see  an  Administration  of  this 
oosntry,  whose  elevation,  whose  measures,  and 
whoee  policy,  are  not  supported  by  tlie  good 
feelings  &nd  opinions  of  the  people,  there  will 
be  more  danger,  infinitely  more  danger  to  be 
qiprehended  from  them,  than  all  the  ideal  dau- 
gers  which  the  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend 
■re  covertly  lurking  among  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  lids  Union. 

I  shall  not  said  Mr.  P.,  dwell  upon  another 
■^nment,  which  has  been  very  properly  used 
by  some  gentleman  in  the  course  of  uiis  debate 
— that  wEen  the  election  comes  to  this  House, 
it  is  calculated  to  interfere  with,  and  impede 
(be  ordinary  business  of  legislation.  It  has 
Dot  been  my  fortune  to  witness  the  effects  of 
■n  election  here ;  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
bad  the  honor  to  be  a  hnmble  Representative 
of  a  w»tioa  of  this  people  upon  this  floor.  I 
could  wish,  apon  this  great  occasion  upon 
vbich  we  deliberat«,  that  they  were  more  ably 
Tqtrtsestod.  But  thongh,  sir,  I  have  not  wit- 
iW9Kd  the  scene,  I  have  read  of  its  effects 
upon  two  occasions,  in  the  history  of  my  oonn- 
tiy,  and  can  well  conceive  that  members  of 
Coogreas  will  be  too  apt  to  neglect  all  the  im- 
poiUnt  subjects  of  legislation,  in  devising  plans, 
ntrigning,  and  managing,  to  promote  £e  suo- 
oeai  uf  their  &vorite  candidate.  If  there  should 
be  DO  oormpljon,  still  it  is  calculated  to  distract 
their  deli  benlions.  It  will  produce  excitement; 
aroose  all  the  angry  feelings  of  our  nature; 
create  beart-bomiags,  party  feelings,  and  sec- 
tional jealoosies,  detrimental  to  the  public  wel- 
br^aod  dangoons  to  the  dmUouuid  stability 


of  the  Government.  Tbe  effects  prodoced  will 
not,  probably,  terminate  with  the  election  itself^ 
but  will  mingle  and  be  felt  in  yonr  deliberations 
for  years  afterwards. 

We  can  no  longer,  as  our  fathers  did,  oont«m- 
plate  the  immortal  Fatber  of  his  Country,  upon 
whom  all  united  in  elevating  to  this  high  sta- 
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mortal  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. A  new  generation  are  about  to  assume 
the  places  of  their  fathers ;  many  are  the  aspir- 
ants to  this  high  station ;  public  opinion  is  di- 
vided, and  oaonot,  in  future,  be  o^n  oonoen- 
trated  on  any  one  individuaL  Under  these  cir- 
cnmstances,  it  is  idle  to  suppose  that  this  eteo- 
tion  can  ha  prevented  from  terminating  ulti- 
mately in  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives.  That  it 
will  often  devolve  here,  cannot  be  doubled; 
that  it  should  not  do  so,  I  b4ve  attempted,  and, 
I  hope,  satisfactorily,  shown. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  to  the  con- 
stitution in  its  present  fonn,  and  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  presBnt«d  themselves  most 
forcibly  to  my  mind,  why  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  should  in  no  event  d^ 
volve  upon  Oongress. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  Folk,  briefly  to  con- 
sider the  second  resolution,  submitted  to  the 
consideraliou  of  the  committee  by  the  honor- 
able ^ntleraan  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Mo- 
DuTTiB,)  which  proposes  that  each  Stale  in  the 
Union  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 
there  ore  Senators  and  Repreaeutatives  in  Con* 
gress  from  such  State, 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  give  to 
the  people  of  every  section  of  the  Union,  as 
near  as  may  be  consistently  with  important 
rights  reserved  to  the  States,  whiofa  are  not 
proposed  to  be  disturbed,  their  equal  relative 
weij^t  in  the  election.  To  do  this,  the  publia 
sentiment  slionld  be  fiurly  ascertained — and  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fair  expreswon  of  the  popular 
will,  it  is  a  self-evident  proposition  to  my  mind, 
that  some  uniform  mode  of  collecting  the  pnblio 
sentiment  should  be  established  throughout  the 
Union.  Under  tbe  present  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  practice  nnder  them, 
according  to  the  varions  and  divfrsifled  modes 
of  election,  prescribed  by  the  respective  State 
Legislatures,  do  tbe  people  in  every  section  of 
the  Union,  in  fact,  possess  and  exercise  their 
eqoal  relative  weight  in  the  election  I  Is  the 
pDblio  sentiment  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
n  correctly  ascertained  ?  No,  sir  I  It  is 
instrabl&  if  an  election  be  made  at  oU  by 
the  Electoral  Colleges  without  involving  the 
national  calamity  (for  such  I  view  it)  of  a  re- 
currence to  the  Ilouse  of  Bepresentatives,  a 
little  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  people  of  tbe 
United  States  may  choose  the  President,  If  I 
succeed  in  establishing  this  fact,  the  necessity 
for  uniformity  snd  amendment  will,  as  I  con- 
cdve,  be  apparent,  if  we  hold  to  the  principle 
that  a  majority  should  rule.     What  ore  the 

rious  modes  of  election  at  present  established 

the  StoUs?    In  some,  the  district  lystea 
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pTCTulg ;  in  others,  ths  IiegSsl&tures  have  as- 
stuned  to  themselveg  the  power  of  appointing 
electors;  and  in  one  State  of  the  Union  (Ken- 
took;)  a  compound  of  the  distriot  and  geoerftl 
ticket  BjBtem  19  the  mode  prescribed  hf  the  Le- 
gislature. The  State  being  entitled  to  fonrt«en 
Sectors,  it  divided  into  three  diatricts,  in  one 
<4  which  four  electors  are  chosen,  and  five  in 
each  of  the  other  two  districts.  I  shall  not  here 
stop  to  inqnire  why  this  artificial  arraiiRement 
of  districts  in  that  State  was  made.  Whether 
it  was  made  upon  an  emergency,  and  designed 
to  throw  majorities  in  each  district  in  favor  of  a 
partionlar  party,  or  of  particnlor  men,  is  wholly 
immaterial  to  the  present  inquiry.  In  this 
state  of  things,  a  bare  minority  of  the  people  of 
the  six  lac^r  States  in  the  Union  may,  by 
adopting  the  general  ticket  system,  the  Gerry- 
mandering system,  or  by  oaauming  the  election 
to  the  Le^alatnres,  elect  the  President,  though 
a  respectable  minority,  and  very  nearly  half  of 
the  people  of  those  six  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  eighteen  remaining  States, 
may  be  in  fiiTor  of  some  other  candidate.  For 
example: 

Ehetan. 
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3G, 

a  mqority  is 

38, 

24, 

Massachusetts, 

Kentucky, 

H. 

Thus,  ur.  In  these  «i  States,  there  are  IBS 
electoral  Totes,  a  m^'ority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber in  the  Union,  and  sn&lcient,  if  united,  to 
elect  the  President  in  the  primary  colleges. 
But  the  people  in  those  six  States  are  divided 
,  in  opinion,  and  very  nearly  equipoised  as 
numhers,  between  two  oontendiog  candidates. 
A  and  B,  for  tlie  Presidency,  But  A  has  small 
tnajorities  over  B,  in  eaoh  of  those  States.  If 
the  district  systeni  were  established,  the  friends 
of  A  could  give  him  72  electoral  votes,  and  the 
fiiends  of  B  could  give  him  81  electoral  votes. 
B,  too,  in  the  case  supposed,  miglit  be  supported 
by  the  reiniuning  eignteen  States,  or  by  snch 
tnajoriLies  of  them  as,  when  added  to  his  61 
yotes,  would  be  sufficient  to  elect  him.  But  by 
compressing  the  friends  of  B  in  those  six  States, 
into  the  support  of  A  by  the  effect  of  the 
geoeral  ticket  system,  or  by  elections  made  by 
the  Legislatures ;  by  literally  euppressiog  the 
voice  of  the  minorities,  in  each  of  those  six 
States  favorable  to  the  election  of  B ;  hy  deny- 
ing to  almost  holf  the  population  of  those  States 
the  right  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  beard  in  the 
election— yon,  in  truth,  enable  a  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  amounting  to  but  littJe 
more  than  the  fourth  of  the  whole  population, 
to  elect  tiie  President  against  tlie  will  of  all  the 
reet  of  tiie  people  of  the  Union,  smoanting  to 


almost  three-fourths  of  oor  whole  populatie*. 
But  will  it  be  said,  that  this  likewise  is  an  at 
treme  case,  and  will  probably  never  occnrl  I 
answer  it  is  possible  it  may  occur,  and  oawa  a^ 
proxiraating  to  it,  and  the  same  in  prinapto,  if 
the  election  is  kept  from  the  House  of  B«jn-  , 
sentatives,  in  all  probability  will  oeoar. 

This,  then,  is  our  dilemma.  Undwthe  pres- 
ent provisions  of  the  constitution,  either  a  mi-  | 
nority  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  by  a 
combination  of  the  large  States,  must  ele<*  tu 
President,  or  we  must  submit  to  the  nitiooa  : 
calamity  of  an  election  in  the  House  of  Rqae- 
sentatives.  Which  sbaU  we  choose)  Meiiher  ^ 
is  compatible  with  the  genius  of  our  free  irtt 
tntions,  or  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  An* 
here  will  the  larger  States  obieot  to  the  distnrt 
system,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  wiihthe  » 
vantage  which  we  now  have,  of  moving  in  ■ 
solid,  unbroken  phalanx,  and  giving  to  our  fr 
vorite  candidate  an  undivided  electors!  vote,  \>j 
suppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority  in  tbi 
State,  by  means  of  the  general  ticket  system, « 
elections  by  the  Legislatures  I  I  answer  Ih* 
the  larger  Slates  will  receive  an  ample  equi^ 
lent  for  this  surrender,  in  the  certainty  that  tto 
election  can  never  devolve  upon  the  House  cl 
Representatives,  where,  voting  by  Stat«8,«n4- 
nority,  as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hoj* 
successfhlly,  may  elect. 

Will  the  smaller  States  object  to  that  part  « 
the  resolutions  sow  under  consideration,  wUek 
proposes  so  to  amend  the  oonatitution  os  tbit 
the  election  shall  in  no  event  devolve  npM 
Congress,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  the  •* 
vantage  which  we  have  of  voting  by  StstM, 
when  the  election  shall  devolve  upon  the  Boost 
of  Representatives,  and  whereby  we,  though  1 
minority,  may  have  it  in  our  power  to  elert  » 
Preddent?  I  answer,  that  the  smaller  St«l» 
will  receive  an  ample  equivalent  for  this  sur- 
render, in  the  certainty  that  the  larger  SUM 
cannot  combine  and  move  in  an  unbroken  body 
in  the  electoral  collogea,  and  thereby  enable  * 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  by  «np- 
pressing  the  voice  of  their  respective  minoritw 
in  the  Urge  States,  to  elect  the  President,  «1 
have  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hope  snootsi' 
fully,  they  might  do.  The  resolntioia,  H"« 
viewed  together  and  not  as  snbstantive  sod 
distinct  propositions.  In  relation  to  theiraft* 
and  operations,  propose  a  compromise  to  W 
larger  and  smaller  States,  that  they  should  mm 
upon  middle  ground,  and  surrender  the  sdTta- 
tages  which  Uie  one  or  the  other  might  p«*« 
in  certain  contingencies,  each  receiving  1  isi- 
tnal  consideration  from  the  other  for  the  suttsd- 
der  thus  made.  It  is  a  surrender  of  adv«nlag«^ 
too,  which  neither  should  wish  to  W*""'  * 
surrender  made  not  to  each  other,  but  to  1^ 
d^e,  upon  tiie  altar  of  their  common  conmij. 
But,  will  the  larger  States  object,  and  f*Ji 
though  uniformity  in  .the  mode  of  electiun  M 
important  and  deslrabie,  io  order  to  otitsin  * 
fair  expression  of  the  public  will,  yet  we  caaiii* 
agree  that  that  mode  shall  be  the  dutriotsy>u** 
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T*  prefer  that  the  general  ticket  ejBteia  ehoiild 
be  the  mode  established  in  nil  the  States,  or  we 
prefer  that  the  choice  of  electors  shoold  be 
mads  bj  the  Legialatorea  is  all  the  States,  and 
UiU  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  modes  should 
beuoitbrm  thronghont  the  Union.  I  answer, 
In  neither  of  theae  modea  can  the  evil  com- 
lUned  of  be  remedied.  If  the  general  ticket 
qntem  be  the  uniform  mode  established,  the 
Ik^  Btsles  would  still  retun  their  present 
foner.  If  the  Legislatnres  ia  all  the  States 
Amm  the  electors,  the  larger  States  wonld  still 
ret«in  their  present  power.  And,  by  either  of 
thne  nodes,  the  predominant  party  or  faction 
b  power,  in  each  State,  hj  eappresaing  the 
Traceoftheminori^,  majmovein  a  solid  front. 
and  dcet  the  PreaideDt.  If  it  be  contended 
that  this  is  an  adrantage  which  all  tlie  States 
vmld  equally  poaseBs,  the  idea  is  a  mistaken 
roe.  Sndi  is  the  difference  in  the  size,  and 
qomtSDi  of  popolation,  in  the  several  States, 
ust  a  ra^jtmty,  whose  T<rfce  is  totally  snp- 
prawd  in  the  election  ia  one  of  the  larKcr 
BtUes,  may  be  as  grea1>-Day,  more  than  fire 
tm«a  as  great — as  the  whole  popnlation  of  one 
gfthe  tmaller  States.  To  illastrate  this,  take, 
tir  example,  the  States  of  New  York  and  Dela- 
Tm,  one  of  the  largest  and  one  of  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.  Suppose  New  York  to  be 
diTided  in  opinion  between  two  candidates,  in 
u  impending  Presidential  election,  in  the  pro- 
poftpa  of  IB  to  1?  of  her  86  electors.  If  the 
UOiet  system  prerailed,  one  of  the  candidates 
»on!d  receive  19  electoral  Totes,  and  the  other 
the  rem^ing  17  electoral  votes,  Bnt,  by 
titibMing  the  general  ticket  system  in  New 
Yoik,  a  la^  minority,  and  very  nearly  half  of 
her  citizeDs  who  woi^d  be  entitled  by  the  dis- 
trict Bjatem  to  ^ve  IT  electoral  votes,  are  liter- 
ally deftiojed,  and  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  majority.  In  Delaware,  the  wholepopu- 
Istion  can  only  give  three  electoral  votes. 
"noa,  the  minority  in  New  York,  whose  voice 
ii  totally  su^reaaed  in  the  election,  wonld  be 
uore  than  five  times  as  great  as  the  whole 
pwnlatioa  of  Delaware.  But  suppose  Delaware 
Iie»iee  to  be  divided  in  opinion  in  the  propor- 
timof  one  to  two  of  her  three  electors.  By 
ft«  iistiict  system,  Delaware  wonld  give  two 
Wato  one  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and 
M  to  the  other.  Establish  the  general  ticket 
pto  in  Delaware,  and  her  three  votes  will 
*|iTHi  to  one  candidate,  thereby  suppressing 
w  roicB  of  a  minority  of  that  State,  who,  by 
«&lrict  system,  would  be  entitled  to  give 
•le  Toie.  One  vote  of  the  minority,  then,  by 
wpoeral  ticket  system,  is  snppreesed in  Dela- 
.  »B».  Bntin  Xew  York,  by  tie  same  system, 
WBtfeeo  rotes  are  suppressed.  Thus  the  mi- 
•m^  in  Sew  York,  whose  voice  ia  suppressed 
•j™  general  ticket  system,  is  seventeen  times 
■  pew  u  the  minority  in  Delaware,  whose 
™M»  wppressed  by  the  same  system.  Thos, 
■V*  ii  teen  what  great  inequality  would  be 
PWiwd  ia  the  election  of  a  President  by 
g  tiie  general  ticket  system  as  the 


uniform  mode  in  all  the  Statee.  The  same  re- 
sult wonld  bappen  by  establishing  the  mode  ot 
electing  hy-  the  Legislatnrea  as  the  nnifbrm 

mode  in  all  the  States.  The  great  excellence  of 
the  district  system  is,  that  each  district  throngh- 
ont  the  Union  would  contMn  very  nearly  the 
same  quantum  of  popnlation,  would  be  com- 
posed of  contiguous  territory,  and  would  be  very 
nearly  of  the  some  size;  and  each  district 
wonld  be  entitled  to  give  one  vote.  And  i^ 
sir,  minorities  shoald  be  found  to  exist,  in  % 
Presidential  election,  in  each  district,  as  t^ey 
may,  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be  snoh  % 
disparity,  such  a  disproporlion  between  the  re- 
spective minorities  of  adjoining  or  different  dis- 
tricts, where  all  are  of  the  same  size,  as  wonld 
exist  between  the  minorities  of  different  States, 
differing  as  they  do  in  um,  some  containing 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  a  popnlation  as 
others;  and,  when,  by  the  general  system,  eacb 
State  wonld  compose  one  district.  I  was 
amused,  sir,  bnt  not  convinced,  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginio,  (Hr. 
Stbvrnsob,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
the  superiority  of  the  general  ticket  system  over 
all  others,  and  that  minorities  in  the  distriot 
wonld  prevail.  That  honorable  gentleman  ad- 
duced, as  an  apt  example,  in  illustration  of  his 
argnment^  an  occurrence,  which  he  says  took 

Elace  in  one  of  the  districts  of  Maryland,  In  the 
ite  Presidential  eleotion.  In  one  of  the  dia- 
triota  in  that  State,  he  says  there  were  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  there  were  two  candidate* 
for  elector  favorable  to  that  gentleman,  and  one 
in  favor  of  Oeneral  Jackson ;  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  division  of  the  Mends  of  the  former, 
between  the  two  candidates  for  elector,  nether 
of  whom  wonld  decline  in  favor  of  the  otho", 
the  elector,  friendly  to  the  latter,  received  a 
plurality  of  votes  of  the  district,  and  was  elect- 
ed. Now,  sir,  whot  the  iiacls  were,  in  rebtion 
to  that  particular  district,  addnced  as  an  ez< 
ample,  I  am  not  particularly  informed ;  bnt,  1 
unoerstand  it  became  more  a  contest  between 
distiuTuished  individnala,  who  were  opposing 
candidates  fbr  elector,  and  who  had,  respect- 
ively, many  personal  friends,  than  a  contest  be- 
tween the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  them- 
selves; and  is,  therefore,  no  test  of  the  red 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  that  district,  and  no 
eonclnaive  illnstration  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment. But,  sir,  if  it  were,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  ftirnish  that  honorable  gentleman  wili 
a  ftur  rebutter,  which  occurred  in  that  election, 
by  the  operations  of  his  favorite — the  general 
ticket  system.  The  State  of  Ohio  voted  by 
general  ticket.  Did  the  gentleman  who  re- 
ceived the  undivided  electoral  vote  of  that 
State,  in  fact  receive  the  support,  even  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Ohio!  No,  sir;  sup- 
ported as  he  was,  by  a  very  small  number  of 
votes  over  one  of  his  competitors,  and  If  all  the 
had  been  correctly  received,  it  Is  very 


irbim.    Yet,  sir,  be  received.  In  the  eleo 
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colleges,  the  whole  vote  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
ag^nst  the  sentJmentB  of  &  conaidenible  mcuor- 
i^  of  the  people  of  that  Btate;  and  jet,  eir, 
t^  I  suppose,  ooDatJtnteB  the  excellence  of  the 
general  ticket  ajstem,  in  the  eetimation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  indiridnal,  too, 
whom  the  gentleman  conceives  was,  hj  the 
operation  of  the  district  sjstern,  deprived  of  an 
electoral  vote  in  one  of  the  dlstrictsof  Maryland 
— yea,  sir,  the  same  iudlvidnal  who  had  received 
die  smallest  number  of  the  votes  of  the  people 
of  Ohio,  when  the  election  ultimately  devolved 
upon  this  House,  reoeived  the  vote  of  that  State. 
Bat,  Mr,  I  conoor  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Loaisiana,  (tSr.  LiviKasTON,)  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  sahmitted  a  raaolntion,  proposing 
to  dispense  witli  the  electors  altogether.  The 
people  require  no  such  agency.  I  believe  them 
to  be  wholly  nnnecMsary,  Dispense  with  thetn 
alto^ther:  let  the  people  vote  directly  for  the 
President,  without  tneir  intervention,  and  the 
olitjection  to  the.  district  system,  as  in  the  case 
in  Maryland,  which  has  presented  itself  so  for- 
cibly to  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia,  will  be  removed.  When  the  people  vote 
directly  for  the  President,  there  can  be  no  di- 
vision between  contending  candidates  for 
elector,  in  favor  of  the  same  candidate,  and  the 
m«Drity  of  the  people  of  each  dictrict  can  con- 
trol and  give  the  vote  of  that  district.  Another 
advantage  of  the  district  system  is,  that  the 
Mntiment  of  each  mass  of  the  commnnity 
thrDoghou^  the  Union,  composing  a  district,  is 
birlj  elicited,  and  made  to  have  its  doe  and 
proportional  weight  in  the  general  collected 
sentiment  of  alt  the  districts  in  the  Union. 
The  sentiment  of  no  portion  of  the  Union  is 
■appreesed.      All  are  heard,  and  have  their 

S roper  weight  in  determining  the  election.'  I 
0  not  design,  Mr.  Ohairrnan,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to 
embarrass  this  disonssion,  hy  entering  into  de- 
tuls.  If  the  great  principles  contemplated  by 
the  resolntions  on  the  table,  are  retained,  de- 
tails are  comparatively  nnimportant^  and  a 
fpirit  of  oompromise  and  accommodation  of 
(n)iDion  shonld  prevail,  in  relation  to  them.  I 
uall,  therefore,  merely  snggeat  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee,  the  plan  which  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  mind,  as  preferable  to  any 
Other,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  determine  how 
br  it  will  afford  a  remedy  for  existing  evils.  It 
it  in  substance  this :  Each  State  shall  be  di- 
vided, by  the  Legislatare  thereof,  into  as  many 
districta,  composed  of  contignons  territory,  and 
containing,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  qaan- 
tnm  of  population,  as  sluill  be  e<lQal  to  the 
whole  number  of  Senators  and  RepresentativeB 
in  Congress  from  that  State.  The  people  of  each 
district  shall  vote  directly  for  the  President  and 
Vice  Presideot,  without  the  intervention  of 
electors.  The  person,  in  each  district, who  may 
have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes 
for  President,  shall  be  holden  to  have  received 
one  vote ;    and  the  person  who  may  have 


vote.  And  if  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  do 
person  has  received  a  migority  of  the  whito 
number  of  districta  in  the  Union,  let  the  election 
be  referred  back  to  the  people,  who,  npon  the 
second  balloting,  shall,  in  like  manner,  vote  for 
one  of  the  two  highest  upon  the  list  of  the 
former  halloUng  for  President,  and  so  of  the 
Vice  President.  The  dettuls  of  this  general 
outline  of  a  Byetem,  to  embrace  the  objects  cod- 
templated  by  the  resolutions,  can  he  eoaly 
drawn,  so  as  to  render  it  practicable,  and  enfij* 
to  effect  the  choice  in  this  way.  Bat,  if  other 
gentlemen  can  snggeat  a  more  acceptable  pl^n, 
in  its  det^la,  jfot  varying  the  general  princi- 
ples, I  am  not  wedded  to  wis,  and  have  merdj 
suggested  it,  leet  it  might  be  said,  by  some,  that, 
however  great  the  oiyections  may  be,  to  the 
present  provision  of  the  constitution,  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  adopt  any  mode  by  which 
the  evil  could  he  remedied.  Neither  shall  I, 
Mr.  Clisirman,  detain  the  committee  by  eoa- 
meraling,  in  addition  to  those  I  have  mentioned, 
many  other  ot^eotions  to  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  to  the  appointment  of  electors  by  the 
Legislatures.  It  would  be  nnneoessary  for  me 
to  do  so,  after  the  able  exposition  of  the  honcv- 
able  mover  of  these  resolutions,  (Mr.  McDuvFt^) 
in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  upon  this  part  of 
the  subject.  Some  other  objections,  however, 
have  bMU  made  to  the  plan  of  amendment  pro- 
posed, in  the  course  of  Uie  discnsdon,  which  de- 
mand to  be  noticed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kew  York 
(Mr.  Stosss)  has  been  more  abondant  in  objeo- 
tions  to  the  proposed  plan  of  amendment  than 
any  other  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the 
committee  ;  and  though  I  am  aware,  sir,  when 
I  approach  tin  arsoment  of  that  gentlemai^ 
I  encounter  on  old  and  experienced  politician, 
hackneyed  in  debate,  yet  differing  with  bim  in 
opinion,  as  it  is  my  misfortnne  to  do,  in  almoot 
ere^  view  he  has  taken  of  this  subject,  I  wiH 
boldly  meet  him,  and  avow  the  reasons  of  that 
difference.  TLiat  gentleman  tells  ns,  with  a 
warning  voice,  that  when  we  approach  thU 
constitution,  we  stand  upon  holy  ground ;  diat 
when  we  attempt  to  amend  it,  we  laj  violent 
lionds  npon.  this  mortal  work  of  onr  ancestors 
He  tells  us  he  entertdns  great  reverence  for  that 
instrament;  that  he  would  not  disturb  one 
~  ~  I  which  it  contdns :  and,  in  the  aame 
whiih  he  thus  addresses  us,  he  informs 
DB  that  there  is  an  insuperahle  ohjectioa  to  | 
the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  hecanse  a  ' 
portion  of  a  certdn  description  of  population,  > 
negro  slaves,  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  will  be  represented  in  this  election. 
Now,  sir,  by  the  present  constitution,  for  which 
the  gentleman  professes  such  great  reverenoe^ 
and  would  not  alter  or  amend  it  in  any  particn- 
lor,  three-fiftliB  of  this  population  are  repre- 
sented in  the  election.  By  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, they  are  only  represented.  The  amend- 
ment does  not  propose  to  disturb  this  principle, 
but  leaves  it  predsely  upon  the  ground  where 
placed  by  the  present  otMUtitotion.     " 


principle 
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that  it  wu  WI10II7  imaraihble,  and  I  must  mj, 
muteeeeeary,  to  biing  ap  tbia  qaeation  En  order 
to  •soertain  tbe  comparatiTe  iD«rilfl  of  tbe 
{ocseat  oonstituUon,  and  tbe  proposed  amend- 
meiit  I  bave  regretted  ezceedui^;,  air,  that 
■earodr  803^  aal^ect  of  geoeral 

ant^ect  o 

deotallT',  broogfat  into  riew,  and  made  Ui  raio^i 
in  our  deliberatlona.  It  is  a  subject  of  peculiar 
deljesoy ;  bnt,  aa  it  haa  been  noticed  npon  this 
ocoaaioii,  not  only  bj  tbe  gentleman  from  Ksw 
York,  bat  likewise  bj  the  gentleman  from 
IfasBchnsetts,  (tti.  Utisxtt,)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  OonneoticQt,  (Ifr.  IsaKSBoti^)  suffer 
me  to  sa;  ft  word  or  two  in  reply.  When  this 
ooaatij  became  free  and  independent,  this 
apeeiea  of  population  vas  found  amongst  ns. 
It  had  been  eotuled  apon  na  by  onr  anoettors, 
and  vu  viewed  as  a  common  evil ;  not  ocmfined 
to  tbe  locality  where  it  was,  bat  affecting  Uie 
whole  nation.  Some  of  tbe  States  which  then 
posaeased  it  have  gince  gotten  clear  of  it :  they 
were  a  species  of  property  that  differed  from  til 
other :  they  were  ratioiul ;  they  were  human 
bongs.  In  fixing  tbe  principle  of  representa- 
tion, it  was  thonght  right,  by  the  framers  of 
the  consUtation,  tiiat  they  should  at  least  be 
IB  part  repreeenied.  And,  acoordingly,  three- 
fifths  of  them  are  to  be  represent^;  bnt,  at 
the  asiue  time  that  they  are  to  be  represented, 
this  provision  is  incorporated  into  the  constita- 
tim:  "Bepresentativee  and  direct  tazea  sbal] 
he  Mtportioned  amongst  the  several  States 
whioh  may  be  included  within  this  Union, 
acoordiDg  to  their  respective  nnmbers."  If 
they  are  to  be  represented  then,  direot  taxes  are 
to  be  paid  according  to  that  representation, 
whenever  the  emergencies  of  the  Government 
reqnire  it.  And  when  the  dark  clond  of  war 
hovers  in  yoor  horizon ;  when  a  fore!^  foe 
invades  yoor  country;  when  yomr  finances  are 
derauKsd;  when  money,  in  the  eatimation  of 
•rane  die  sinews  of  war,  most  be  rused ;  when, 
in  order  to  r^w  it,  direot  taxation  must  be 
i«sorted  to;  and  when,  nr,  convenlionB  are 
held,  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  to  thwart 
the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  for  pnr- 
pones  best  known  to  their  members ;  when  the 
militia,  in  other  sections  of  tbe  Union,  are 
witbhrid  from  Ihe  pablio  service — do  oar  neigh- 
bors commiserate  onr  condition ;  do  they 
empathize  with  ns,  and  say,  we  are  oppressed 
with  Dnneceesaiy  burdens  beoense  we  ore  re- 
qnired  to  pay  taxes  for  this  spedes  of  popnlo- 
ktionf  No,  sir,  it  is  all  right  then.  Do  we 
eomplain,  sir,  that  we  are  Uios  reqnired  to  pay 
taiea  for  them  I  Ko^  sir,  we  do  it  cbeerfiilly, 
nd  withoDt  a  mnrmor.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
this  mipkasant  snlfjeot,  not  iuvcdved  in  the 
renotMt  degree^  in  the  great  questions  under 
eonrideratjoi^  may  be  suffered  to  rest.  I  shoold 
Bot  have  noticed  IL  if  it  had  not  been  frMneotly 
advKted  to  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 
I  hope,  rir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  fbr  the  digression. 
AJwtbw  annment  of  the  mntleman  from 
TouDt^-a 


New  York  is,  that,  in  all  eleotiona,  the  minority 
have  no  rights,  and  most  snbmlt ;  that  in  an 
election  by  bis  &vorite  rrstem — the  general 
ticket — the  mlnori^  ot  a  State  bave  no  righta, 
and  must  snbmit ;  and  he  itutasees  the  election 
of  a  Governor  of  a  State  by  the  people  rf  the 
State,  in  which  case,  be  i&n  the  miDori^  hive 
no  nghtH  and  mnst  snbmit.  Sir,  the  abstract 
proposition  that  a  mqority  shall  previdl,  and  a 
minority  sabmit,  is  not  controverted ;  bnt  tbe 
aaaiogj  of  tbe  gentleman  is  on  nnfortnnate  one ; 
all  reasoning  from  analogy  is  dangerous,  and 
apt  to  lead  into  error.  A  case  more  analogons 
to  the  qneetion  we  ore  now  oonndering,  woold 
have  been,  that  the  Governor  of  a  Stat«,  elected 
by  tbe  people,  does  not  receive  the  nDonimona 
and  nodivided  vote  of  every  oonnty  in  which 
he  happens  to  receive  a  minority. 

Another  argntnent  I  shall  brioSy  notice.  The 
gentlonan  thinks  that,  by  the  general  Uoket 
ayst«m,  his  old  friend  in  former  oays.  the  Cim- 
out,  woold  be  mnch  easier  crashed  and  pat 
down,  at  the  centre  of  the  8t»te,  than  Airby- 
wx  cancosee  scattered  over  thirty-six  distriota, 
in  the  State.  Sir,  npon  the  sntiJeot  of  oanooses, 
I  know,  an  honest  differenoe  of  opinion  exists. 
For  myself^  I  bave  never  entertained  bnt  one 
opinion  upon  this  snbjeot.  J  bad  the  honor,  in 
the  Legislature  of  'my  own  State,  to  record  my 
vote  in  BQpport  of  tiiose  resolntions  against 
a  caacQs,  which  prodnoed  so  mnoh  excitement, 
and  led  to  so  mooh  disonsrion,  in  the  pablie 
jonmals  of  the  oomitry,  acane  two  or  three 
years  ago.  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change 
that  opinion.  I  cannot  snbsoribe  to  tbe  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Asohxs,) 
that  there  most  be,  in  every  State,  some  leading 
politicians,  who  control  and  dictate,  and  give 
tone  to  public  senUment.  I  believe  that  the 
people,  if  left  antrammelled  by  this  compli- 
cated machinery  of  a  caucus,  are  competent 
to  act  for  themselvee ;  bat,  at  the  same  tiow 
that  I  entertain  tbeee  opinions,  I  do  not  pro- 
scribe others  who  entertain  different  ones. 

But,  sir,  another  objection,  made  not  only  by 
the  gentleman  trom  New  York,  hot  by  otheia 
who  have  engaged  in  this  discaeeion,  is  one  very 
important  In  its  character,  and  shoold  b« 
maturely  oonwdered.  It  is,  that  the  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  Interferes  with  State 
rights,  and  tends  to  consolidation  of  the  people 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  no  man  deprecates  more 
than  I  do,  any  violation  of  rights  seonred  to 
the  States  by  the  Federal  Constitution:  no 
gentleman  npon  this  floor  will,  npon  all  000a- 
sions,  more  pertinacioasly  goard  against  tiie 
yawning  golf  of  consolidation :  and,  if  I 
should  foresee  or  apprehend  that  the  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  would  have  any  snoh 
tendency,  with  all  my  convictions  of  its  impor* 
tanoe,  I  shonld  pause  and  hedtate  before  I  acted. 
I  would  in  no  instance,  knowingly,  have  an 
agency  in  producing  snch  effects.  But,  sir,  I 
can  see  no  such  danger;  the  district  system 
has,  to  my  mind,  a  directly  oontroiy,  ~ 
diffnring   tendeni^.     T""    '      "    " 
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bcmorable  gantleman   from 


intli    OarolinA 


hu  nut  beoi  met  tn  delMtU ;  it  hu  not 
tpproacJied  In  «  foir,  open,  and  >tat«amanllkQ 
manner ;  it  Iiu  been  evkded :  and  I  am  free  to 
UT  that,  to  Tay  mind,  it  is  nnanBnrerable.  Bt 
tikia  plan  joa  propow  not  b>  take  the  power  <Hr 
deoluiR  the  Pregident  from  the  States,  Mtd  to 
Teat  it  in  the  General  Goveninient,  but, 
oootrar;,  jon  propose  to  take  tbe  contineent 
power  of  electing  the  PreeideDt  and  Vioa 
Present  from  Oongree^  and  to  give  it  to  the 
people  of  the  Btataa,  Are  yon  prododng  oon- 
Bolidation,  or  interfering  witik  State  rights,  when 
jOQ  do  not  propoae  to  aecnmolate  more  power 
to  jonreelvea,  bnt  to  divest  yonraeWea  of  a  part 
of  the  power  which  yon  poeaesB,  and  to  vest  it 
in  the  people  of  the  States  ?  Sir,  when  I  speak 
of  State  nghta,  I  mean,  u  1  understand  the 
oonstitntion  to  mean,  not  the  rights  of  the  Ei- 
eoativee  of  the  Statee,  not  the  rights  of  the 
BepreaontativeB  in  Gong^em  from  the  States,  not 
tiie  rights  of  the  Legidatnres  of  the  States,  bat 
I  mean  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
The  EieontiveB,  and  Legislatnres,  and  Repre- 
aentatives  in  Congress,  of  the  States,  are  the 
public  Berrants  and  fonotionarieB  of  the  people 
of  the  States,  and  can  have  no  rights  oontra- 
disCingiuahed  frvm  the  ri^ts  of  the  people  of 
the  States. 

Does  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  take 
from  the  large  States  any  of  their  rizhts  t  Ko ; 
on  the  oontrory,  it  gives  to  the  people  of  every 
portion  of  anoh  States,  the  power  of  being  heard 
and  felt  in  the  election.  It  takes  from  their 
servants  in  the  Legialatare,  it  is  tme,  the  power 
of  snppressing  tbe  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  by  the  operations  of  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  by  tjie  election  of  electors  by  the 
Le^slatare ;  bat  it  gives  the  power  which  it 
thns  takes  from  their  servants,  which  may  be, 
and  is  otlen  abused,  not  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  to  tbe  people  of  those  States  them- 
selves. Does  the  plan  of  amendment  take  from 
the  small  States  any  of  their  rights  ?  No ;  it 
is  not  conceived  that  the  caprioiooB,  interested, 
or  arbitrarr  opinion  of  a  single  member  of  Oon- 
greea  on  this  floor,  when  the  election  devolves 
opon  the  noose,  constitates  a  State  riglU,  by 
which  I  mean  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  vote  of  the  State  may  be  given  by 
the  Representative  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
t6ill  of  the  people  of  the  State ;  and  entert^n- 
ing  the  opinion,  as  some  profess  to  do,  that  the 
Representative,  when  the  election  comee  here, 
is  conslJtDted  an  elector,  and  an  nmpire  by  the 
oooBtitntion,  to  act  according  to  his  own  will, 
reMrdksB  of  the  wishes  of  his  oonstitoents ; 
ana,  judging  frum  past  events,  is  it  not  moat 
likely  that  the  votes  of  tbe  smaU  States  will 
generally  depend  upon  the  accidental  opinion 
of  the  RepresentatiTe  t  That  opinion  may, 
and  often  will,  misrepresent  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  the  Stat«,  by  givinc  the  votes  of  the 
State  against  their  wilL  This  ideal,  and  con- 
tingent rii^t,  then,  npposed  to  be  Ta«l«d  in 


the  small  States,  is  more  in  the  name  than  in 
the  sabstance.  Does  the  proposed  plan  of 
amendment  interfere  with  the  two  electortd 
rote*  in  each  State,  predicated  npon  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Senate,  and  the  hotw- 
eignty  of  the  State!  Does  it  take  from  the 
States  the  power  of  presorilnng  the  q^naliScft- 
tioua  of  voters  in  each  Statet  No ;  nor  does  it 
distnrb  or  interfere  with  any  other  of  the  ri^its 
reserved  to  the  States.  Another  argmnent  waa 
nsed,  dr,  if  argument  it  may  be  called,  by  th« 
honorable  member  from  Haaeaobosetta,  (Mr. 
EvEBETT,)  which  stnick  my  mind,  on  aooomit 
of  its  novelty,  with  peenlW  snrprise.  That 
honorable  gentleman,  with  all  his  classical  and 
political  learning,  in  his  zeal  to  oppose  oil 
amendment  to  the  oonstitnUon  at  thu  time,  and 
search  out  all  the  possible  reasons  that  ooold 
exist  agunst  It,  insisted,  before  the  committee, 
that  any  attempt  to  propose  amendments  to 
the  constitution  was  nnoonBtitatiouol.  Vfaa  the 
gentleman  serions  in  this  paerile  conception  t 
He  told  UB  we  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution,  and  can  we,  s^d  he,  propose  to 
amend  or  alter  it  without  violating  that  oath  I 
And  he  amosed  as,  too,  wr,  in  illDstratioa  of 


if  he  should  meet  my  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDcjfik)  in  the  gallery 
of  the  Hoose,  and  obtain  his  pledge  to  support 
npon  the  floor,  a  &vorite  meaanre  of  his  whioh 
is  unconstitutional,  woold  ho,  (Mr.  UcDdtfib,) 
said  the  honorable  gentleman,  do  so,  i^  on  re- 
flection, he  found  it  to  be  anoonstatutionalt 

Bnt  we  are  admonished  by  those  who  are  <yp- 
posed  to  amendment,  that  we  sbonld  be  cautions 
m  touching  this  charter  of  our  liberties — the 
oonsUtntion — lest.  In  attempting  to  amend  it 
we  should  make  it  worse.  Sir,  in  the  nuia, 
that  valned  instrnmont  is  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  speaks  its  own 
eolcwy ;  but  it  was  made  by  men,  and  man  and 
all  his  works  are  imperfect.  The  wise  framers 
of  that  instrument  well  knew,  that,  in  forming 
a  system  of  government  under  a  written  oon* 
stttulion,  in  many  of  its  featnres  nnlike  any  that 
bad  preceded  it,  in  any  age,  or  in  any  conntiTt 
that  difSeultiea,  then  onforeeeen  by  them  might 
occur,  in  the  future  operations  of  tbe  system. 
So  sensible  were  they  that  it  was  not  the  work 
of  inspiration,  but  of  men,  that  it  migbt  be  Im- 
perfect, and  fail  in  some  of  its  importuit  opera- 
tions, tiiat  they  wisely  inoorpon^ed  into  it  the 
method  of  its  own  amendment,  And  I  appeal 
to  the  history  of  those  times,  to  know  whether 
the  constitntion  wonid  ever  have  been  ratified 
by  the  States,  if  it  bad  not  been  for  this  very 
article  that  made  provision  for  its  own  amend- 
ments ;  if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  hope  and  oon- 
fident  expectation  that  t^tore  amendments 
would  be  made!    In  many  of  the  States  that 


made  apart  of  the  consti- 
tution. Virginia,  Itaasacbusetts,  New  York, 
South  Oarolina,  and  nnM  othen  that  did  lalUf 
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ropoeed  that 
irtn  Carolina, 
the  State  from  whioh  mj  honorable  Aiend  bo- 
fore  me  pti.  Si.Din)KB8)  cornea,  who  has  ably 
■ddreiaed  the  oommittM  npon  iim  Bnl^eot,  ai^ 
the  State  of  mj  nativity,  waa  among  the  last  to 
eome  into  tlie  Union.  She,  too,  pansed,  and 
Iieatated,  and  donbted,  bnt  waa  tdtinuitelj  in- 
dneed,  bj  Uuh  very  olaoBB,  to  ratify  it;  and  she, 
too,  proposed  amendments.  And  have  sot  m1- 
utary  ameodmwits,  been  made  to  the  original 
eonstitntitHi,  as  reported  by  the  convenlioi^  and 
Ratified  by  the  Stateat  At  the  first  Congress 
hdd  under  the  oonalatatiDn,  tnelve  additional 
artides  were  proposed  to  the  States  for  ratifica- 
tion, in  the  manner  preecribed  by  the  oonsljta- 
tion.  Ten  of  them  vere  ratified  by  three-foorths 
of  the  States,  and  became  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tntioii,  and  now  eoiutitate  yoor  bill  of  rights, 
and  aecnre  to  the  dliien  some  of  his  most  im- 


artid«,  in  relation  te  the  snabiUty  of  States  by 
the  oitixena  of  another  State,  or  the  snUeeta  d 
a  forei^  State  or  power,  waa  submitted  by  Hit 
States  for  ratificatitoi,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  oottstitntion ;  it  was  snbaeqaentty  rali- 
fled  by  ttiree-foorthB  d  the  States,  and  became 
a  part  of  the  oonstitntion. 

After  the  oelebrated  contest  of  1801,  between 
Mr  JefBirsoa  and  Aanm  Bnrr,  to  which  I  have 
aUoded,  had  demonstrated  the  defective  pro- 
Tiskns  of  the  then  constitntion,  in  relaiion  to 
tlw  election  of  Preddent  and  Vice  Freeidont, 
another  amendment  was  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  States  tor  ratificati<«,  to  avoid  the  re- 
enrrenoe  of  a  similar  difficolty.  The  amend- 
mmt  thoB  pr(f>osed  was  prompdy  ratified,  and 
became  a  part  of  the  oonstitntion.  All  these 
■meodmenta  have  been  made  to  the  original 
oonslitiition,  as  framed  by  the  oonTsntion. 
Frtmi  that  period  to  the  present,  no  other 
■meodment  nas  been  made ;  bnt  as  we  have 
grown  older  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Govern- 
ment ;  as  we  have  wibieesed  its  practical  ope- 
rations^ we  have  leamgd  from  experieuoe  its 
defects.  And,  sir,  tiiongh  I  reverence  ite 
framera,  and  thank  my  God  that  my  deatiuy 
has  been  cast  in  a  oomitry  governed  noder  the 
mild,  free,  and  happ^  anspioes  of  this  oonstito- 
tion  ■  thongh  I  r^oioe  that  I  live  in  a  oonntry 
whwe  the  trembling  subject  does  not  bow 
submiarively  at  the  urone  of  power,  bat  in  a 
eonntcy  where  all  are  eqnal ;  yet  I  cannot  be 
Uind  to  its  defects ;  I  cannot  idolize  it.  I  be- 
Beve  that  it  has  whoDy  fkiled  in  this  important 
paiticnlar — the  election  of  a  President;  that 
an  evil  exists  in  this  part  of  the  system ;  and 
J  believe  that  the  plan  of  amendm«it  proposed, 
affords  the  remedy,  and,  therefore,  I  have  given 
it  my  feeble  snpport,  — 

On  motion  of  ICr.  FiuxoK,  tbAomnuttee 
then  rose. 

0        IHmal  Swamp  CanaL 

An  aigrowBd  bill  "to  antborize  the  sab- 


soription  of  stock  in  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal 
Company  "  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  Hatdui  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  n^y* 
on  the  qaestioa  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
the  call  was  sostained  by  tbe  Hooae. 

Ur.  PowKu.  said  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  wdered  npmi  the  engrossipent  of 
the  bill ;  and  that  consequently  it  waa  not  ex- 
pected they  would  be  uain  reqiured  at  this 
time.  For  the  purpose  of  giving  every  gentltK 
man  an  opportunity  of  votmg  iqton  the  bill,  ha 
moved  for  a  call  of  tbe  Hooae.  Thlf  motkn 
waa  not  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Uanqdh  said,  this  bill  involved  a  sub- 
ject of  groat  importance,  and  as  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  ordered,  he  wished  every  mem- 
ber to  have  an  opportonity  of  voting  <hi  it; 
and  with  that  view,  wished  that  Uie  bill  might 
be  pennitted  to  lie  tm  tbe  table  until  to-mor- 
row, as  the  Hooie  was  now  notfblL  The  vota 
on  the  bill,  on  Saturday,  waa  looked  upon  ■■' 
the  triumph  of  oertaln  minoiplea,  and  waa  ez- 
nltingly  held  up  as  snob  by  certain  prints  in 
this  <i\j.  Ur.  IL  therefore  wished  the  sense 
of  the  House  to  be  fnlly  expressed  on  the  4im»- 
tion,  that  every  membM  midit  t«e  the  maric^ 
and  to  afford  all  of  them  this  opportonUr,  be 
moved  that  the  hill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  alao  negatived— ayea  89^ 
noes  91. 


affirmative — yeas  103,  nays  1%, 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence.  > 

And  the  Honse  adjourned. 

Ttnsni^T,  Uarch  14. 
AmauLmatt  of  tht  CoMtitatvm. 

The  Eoose  then  agwn  resolved  Uaelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  UoLun,  of  Del, 
,in  the  chur,  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  UoDDrm 
to  amend  the  oonstitntionp  in  relation  to  the 
dection  of  President  and  Vice  Preddent  of  the 
United  Stetea. 

Ur.  Pbabos  rose,  and  addressed  the  eon- 
mittee:  The  question  now  under  disounion 
I  consider  of  great  impoGtance  to  the  small 
gtatea,  and  to  none  more  than  the  small  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  reprceent ;  and  if| 
conaeqoently,  I  should  aek  for  all  the  io- 
dnlgenoe  that  has  been  given  to  others,  wonld 
my  request  be  an  uM^asonable  one  t  Pardtm 
me,  then,  for  the  little  time  I  shall  conaome  in 
contending,  pro  arit  tt  foeit,  for  the  riahta  and 
intereata,  political  force  and  jiower,  of  the  small 
States— for  those  rights,  without  the  exerciBe 
and  enjoyment  of  which,  they  wonld  become 
political  ciphers,  vrithout  weight,  and  without 
infiuence. 

I  will,  in  the  first  place,  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  toe  propontions  that  have 
been  submitted,  twenty-one  iu  nnmber,  all 
differing  in  some  respecta,  to  show  that^  if 
amendments  are  called  fbr,  tbere  ace  bat  faw 
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in  tim  Hooae  who  can  tell  what  they  are,  or 
how  they  ahonld  be  made,  K,  nndar  any  oLr- 
oninatanoee,  Mr.  OhairmMi,  amendments  were, 
or  woald  be  neoemary,  (and  I  do  not  think 
they  would  be  onder  any,)  I  should  oontend, 
that  eiutiiig  oiroamstanoee  and  the  present 
time,  would  not  jnstifr  any  amendment  what' 
erer.  It  appears  to  me  that  man;  of  the  pro- 
positions hare  grown  oat  of  the  late  Preaiaon- 
tial  election,  and  they  are  made  in  reference  to 
(mother  election,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  election 
at  a  particular  candidate ;  thay  are  predicated 
upon  the  SDppoeed  existence  of  an  evil,  as  to 
which  there  are,  in  the  minda  of  many,  very 
•eiious  donbts,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  evil  has  eiigted,  nothing  will  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen but  an  amendment  to  the  constitution. 
FropositioDB  of  this  kind,  created  or  produoed 
by  these  ima^nary  evils,  are  not  new  in  the 
history  of  onr  Qovemment;  they  were  an- 
'  ticipoted  br  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and 
were  guarded  against,  as  far  as  those  venerable 
•ages  fonnd  it  expedient  to  guard  agtuost  them. 
Hence,  Qiat  wise  and  salutery  feature  in  the 
oonstitntion,rBqniringtwo-thirdg  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  to  propose  amendments  to  the  oon- 
atitutioD,  and  requiring  all  amendments,  thus 
proposed,  to  be  ratified  by  the  Legislatares  of 
three-fonrths  of  the  several  States,  before  such 
amendments  would  become  a  part  of  the  oon- 
Btitution.  Sir,  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
constltaUon  should  be  affected  by  every  wind ; 
that  it  should  become  the  sport  of  the  whim, 
or  caprice,  or  passion,  of  every  disoontentAd 
iodividaal,  or  every  man  who  fancied  himself 
aggrieved  or  injured.  There  will  be  found 
men  enough  in  every  country,  who  will  fimoy 
themselves  injured,  and,  to  gratify  them,  the 
oonatitnUon  must  be  altered.  At  a  oritioal 
period  in  the  history  of  our  country,  when  the 
late  war  bore  hard  upon  the  people  in  that 
section  of  country  from  which  I  come,  the 
Legislatures  of  several  States  appointed  dele- 
gates to  meet  at  a  place  in  Connectiont,  render- 
ed memorable  by  their  meeting.  Those  dele- 
gates recommended  to  the  several  Btatea  the 
propriety  of  proposing  snob  amendments  to  the 
oODStitution,  as  woola  prohibit  Congress  from 
passing  sny  law  laying  an  embargo  for  any 
period  longer  than  sixty  days.  Near  this  time, 
the  people  of  Eentncliy,  dissatisfied  with  the 
oonduot  of  one  of  their  senators,  who  voted 
against  the  late  war,  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  proposed  snch  alterations  in  the  oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States,  as  woold  reduce 
the  term  of  a  Senator  in  Oongress  to  fonr 
jreara ;  and  the  people  of  Tennessee,  who  act 
with  mtnsnal  despatch,  in  peooe  and  war, 
actuated,  perhaps,  by  similar  motivea,  the 
Legialatnre  of  that  State  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution^  which  passed  both  branohea, 
with  only  six  dissenting  voices,  fixing  the 
senatorial  term  at  three  years.  8uiq>oee  these 
various  propositions  had  been  attended  to ; 
suppose  all  the  propositions  to  amend  the 
constitution  that  have  been  made,  unoe  its 


adoption,  had  been  followed  up  with  actool 
amendments,  what  wonld  our  constitntion  now 
have  been !  Cherish  this  spirit  of  innovatioiL 
this  disposition  to  make  the  constitntion  bend 

I  the  grievances  tliat  some  men  suppose 

exist,  and  what  will  our  oonstitution  be  m.  a 

few  years  to  comet    A  Motak  pavement,  in 

truth ;  here  a  pieoe  of  white  stone,  and  there 

piece  of  black. 

Bo  far  as  relates  to  the  propositiona  now 
under  discnasioa,  I  have  lyit  heard  any  call 
from  the  P^ple,  that  ought  to  be  heeded  or 
regarded.  Tlie  resolutions  adopted  by  tlie 
Le^alatnre  of  Tennessee,  have  not  yet  been  eon- 
curred  in  by  a  single  State.  The  New  York 
Legislature,  as  well  as  that  of  Uassachusetta, 
have  reported  agdost  them.  Neither  Sonth 
Carolina  nor  Georgia  has  takea  any  order  upon 

I ;  and  if  any  State  has,  it  is  unknown  to 
Yet,  from  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  of 

I  gentlemen,  who  have  addressed  the  com- 
mittee, one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  tha 
people  were  ripe  for  revolt,  or,  to  use  the 
quoted  language  of  the  gentleman  &am  Ten 
nessee,  (Mr.  Polk,)  were  ready  "to  cry  alond, 
and  spare  not."  Yet  the  people,  who  are  abia, 
through  the  L^islatares  of  uie  several  States, 
to  do,  in  effect,  what  we  are  called  npon  to  do 
for  them,  are  peaceable,  quiet,  contented.  And 
satisfied.  When  they  are  disaatisfied,  I  h&ve 
no  doubt  we  shall  hear  from  them,  and  they 
will  be  listened  to.  I  have  heard  of  three 
physicians,  who,  by  concert,  met  the  same  man 
at  different  places,  within  a  given  time,  each 
telling  him  that  he  was  nnwell,  that  be  was 
danserously  ill,  and  who  suoceeded  in  persuad- 
ing nim,  thou^  in  perfect  health,  that  he  was, 
in  fact,  dangerously  HI.  Do  gentlemen  look 
for  like  success  in  their  attempts  to  satisfy  the 
people  their  rights  are  saonflced,  and  their 
liberties  in  danger)  If  they  do,  they  will,  as 
I  apprehend,  be  disappointed.  .There  is  yet 
left  too  much  virtue,  there  is  yet  remaining  too 
much  intelligence.  I  am,  Mr.  Cluurman, 
almost  prepared  to  say,  that  all  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  which  have  hitii»1« 
been  made,  were  unnecessary.  •  Perhaps  the 
11th  article,  relating  to  the  suability  of  St&tee, 
was  necessary;,  but  the  ten  precediiw  onee  are, 
as  so  many  declaratory  acts,  a  hill  of  rights,  OB 
enomeration  of  rights  reserved,  bat  the  reeerra- 
tion  of  which  did  not  depend  npon  the  eniun«r»- 
tion  of  them.  They  are,  in  fact,  like  the  pro- 
positions of  my  honorable  Mend  from  Massa- 
ohusetts,  (Mr,  Bulbt,)  giving  to  Congress  the 
power  to  make  roads,  to  cut  and  conatract 
canals,  when  a  large  muority  of  this  House 
have  no  donbt  Oongress  has  now  this  power, 
and  when  a  large  majority  of  the  nation  is  as 
well  salaaSed  as  to  the  power  of  Congress,  as 
this  Eon^ds. 

I  come,VDW,  sir,  to  the  amendment  of  iJie 
constitution,  which  was  made  in  18D4,  relative 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Prwident. 
This  waa  the  result  of  a  si^poeed  evil  mSiifest- 
ed  in  the  dectiou  of  Mr.  Je&bncn,  in  1801. 
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K  nnmeroaB  bsllotmei  were  eTile,  tbej  were 
indeed  manifested ;  but  thoM  kind  of  evUa 
exist  in  tiX  om-  gtftte  Lc^ulatnrea,  id  the  eleo- 
tkia  of  Senators  to  CongreM,  aa  well  as  in  the 
dectaon  of  other  offioen.  SuniUr  btiIb  exist  in 
•U  the  Eastern  States,  where,  in  qnestionB  enb- 
ndtted  to  the  people,  majorities  are  necesaBrj 
to  ■  ehtnce;  but,  with  a  ftill  knowledge  of 
tbem,  and  the  consequent  inconTenience  and 
dda^  gruwlDa  out  of  them,  the  people  of  the 
New  KngianH  States  have  alwi^  snbmitted 
to  th^n.  In  the  Presidential  election  referred 
to,  no  one  will  contend  that  the  people's  choice 
was  not  dected  hj  the  Honse  of  RepTesenta- 
tivea,  and  that,  if  a  minority  President  was 
•abseqnentl;  elected,  a  mt^ority  President  was 
at  that  period  chosen.  Bot,  sir,  In  regarding 
too  much  Qie  inconvenience  of  that  election, 
and  ^plying  a  remedy  to  it — an  alteration  of 
the  CcHistitntion  of  the  United  States — I  am 
■Fprehenraf  e  the  rigbte  of  the  small  Btat«e 
were  invaded,  the  effects  of  which  were  not 
foreseen,  bnt  will  hereafter  be  serioosly  felt; 
and  that  all  tlie  stnall  States  which  voted  for 
diat  amendment  were  gnUty  of  e.  snicidsl  act ; 
an  act  which  divested  tiiem  of  one-half  of  thelr 
fiiroe  and  political  power;  and,  adopt  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  they  will  have  bnt  a  very 
tttUe,  if  any,  left.  It  will  be  conceded,  that 
the  anall  States  have  a  contingent  power,  and 
ptditical  force,  valnable  to  them  as  members 
of  the  Confederacy,  whenever  the  election  of 
President  devolves  npon  the  House  of  Repre- 
loitativea ;  and  any  imendment  of  the  constd- 
totion  wDich  takes  away  this  contingent 
pDweor,  or  renders  the  exercise  of  it  less  fre- 
qnent,  affects  the  rights  of  those  States  which 
are  benefited  by  the  exercise  of  it  Then  the 
question  recnrs,  was  the  election  more  liable 
to  come  to  the  House,  previons  to  the  amend- 
ment of  IfflM,  than  it  now  Is  t  If  it  was,  then 
the  alteration  or  amendment  was  one  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  small  States. 
Bat  this  is  not  all :  that  amendment  took  &om 
the  small  States  on  inflnence  in  the  primary 
dectioD,  which  they  might  have  exercised,  and 
which  they  cannot  now  eierdse.  Prior  to 
that  aniendment  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  by 
her  vote  alone  in  the  primary  election,  might 
bare  elected  the  President,  or  might  have  de- 
teiroined  which  of  tbe  two  can^dates  voted 
tor,  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency, 
should  be  the  President ;  and  in  the  election 
of  1800,  if  die  eight  votes  of  Sonth  Carolina 
had  been  given  to  the  federal  candidates, 
Adams  and  Hnckney,  (and  it  was  supposed 
fi>ey  would  have  be«i,)  Rhode  Island  would 
have  elected  the  President,  inasmuch  as  Ur. 
Adams  received  one  more  of  the  electoral  votes 
tt  that  8tat«,  than  General  Pmcknev.  The 
eonmiittee  will  indulge  me  while  I  reaa  one  or 
two  extracts  from  the  speech  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  on  the  amend- 
ment of  1804; 

"The  Constitution  of  tlie  VniuA  States  Is  a 
compact  formed  by  the  levenl  States,  to  and  for 


tag  the 
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the  geeertl  good.  It.is  wdl  known  to  have  b 
produced  by  a  sidrit  of  compromise  among 
■evenl  Stales;  that  moeh  cUfflcnltj  arose  l 
focmatioa ;  and  petbaps  in  no  one  article  of  ths 
constitntion  could  have  arisen  greater  Jealondes  be- 
tmen  the  larger  and  imaUer  States,  than  that 
painlincipat  the  mode  of  slectieg  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. The  larger  State^  as  is  natural  t«  siqipose, 
would  contend  for  an  dection  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabituita  in  each  State,  as  they  there- 
by would  eecure  more  votes ;  the  smaller  States,  on 
the  priDcIpte  that  it  was  a  confedention  of  States, 
would  contend  for  an  eqad  TOte ;  that  is,  te  vote 
by  Blatea,  and  cot  by  population  or  numbers.  To 
settle  the  difficulty,  the  present  article  was  agreed 
to,  and  thereby  both  of  the  above  prInd[lM,  aa 
contended  for  by  the  larger  and  tmaUer  St^ce, 
adopted  ta>a  certain  extent;  Uie  mode  bdng  a 
miztnie  of  Itotb  ifftnc^iteB.  TIrst,  it  permits  the 
eleetioa  of  President  to  be  by  nomibers;  that  Is^ 
gMng  each  State  votes  In  ptmortion  te  Its  pop«- 
Ution ;  whereby  the  larger  ^ates,  coiuideaed  in 
(hmr  corporate  capacity  as  States,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  smaller  Statea,  In  their  corporate  ea- 
pt^ty  as  States.  But,  Id  case  of  a  failure  of  chtdee 
m  the  first  mode,  then  tba  second,  of  choodag  by 
Slates,  is  to  be  pursued,  whereby  the  smaller  States 
have  an  equal  vote  with  the  larger  States. 

"  In  no  other  place  than  on  this  floor,  are  the 
■mailer  Sutes  on  an  equd  footing  with  the  Isrger 
States,  fai  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  It  follows,  then,  of  oonrse,  that  the  greater  the 
chance  of  bringing  the  State*  to  a  tote  on  this 
floor,  the  more  advantageous  it  is  to  the  smaller 
States ;  ss,  here,  Iht  smaller  States  are  aa  powerfiil 
as  the  larger  Statea.  By  the  constitation,  as  it  now 
stands,  there  are  two  chances  for  s  choice  of  Pred- 
dent  on  this  floor :  lit,  when  there  are  more  pei^ 
sons  than  one  who  have  a  constitutional  m^ority 
of  votes,  and  are  equal  in  number  ;  id,  when  there 
is  no  p«rsoQ  who  has  a  constitutioiial  minority. 
Only  one  of  the  aboce  eases  can  happen  at  a  time; 
bnt  there  is  always  a  chance  for  one  of  the  two  to 
happen.  But,  bj  the  proposed  etnendment,  ths 
first  beforementioaed  chance  can  never  happen  ;  it 


your  ballots  dedgnate  who  la  voted  for  aa  Pred- 
dent,  it  can  never  happen  that  more  mimm  than 
one  can  have  a  constitutional  majority  of  votes. 
One  chance,  then,  of  vcUng  on  this  floor  by  States 
being  taken  away,  by  the  proposed  amendment,  it 
follows,  inesistibly,  tbst  the  smaller  Sutes  will  b« 
iojured,  and  Uie  larger  States  benefited. 

"  The  present  mode  for  biinging  forward  cand^ 
dates  for  the  office  of  Preddent  and  Vice  Freddent 
ia  the  least  liable  to  call  forth  art,  Intrigue,  and 
cormpUon  ;  the  unoertdnty  of  the  event,  and  the 
difficulty  of  making  arraDgemetils,  are  strong 
checks  to  the  artlhl  and  designing.  But,  the  mo- 
ment the  mode  pointed  out  by  this  resdntlon  Is 
adopted,  the  door  for  intrigue  and  comtption  Is 
open;  the  candidates  and  their  friends  can  oalcu- 
late  with  certainty,  and  apply  the  means  direct ; 
the  power  of  party,  tnfliienoe  of  office,  art,  «un- 
ning,  intrigue,  and  corruption,  will  all  be  used,  and 
nsed  to  effisot,  beoause  the  otjject  Is  cerldn." 

And  now,  Ur.  Chairman,  permit  me,  in  this 
stage  of  my  argument,  to  notice  one  remark  of 
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the  boBonble  geotleoutii  from  Vir^oia,  vbo 
flnt  aMnmai  the  caomittea,  (Hr.  Abohib,) 
that  the  etoetton  of  Frcaident  b;  the  Honae  <« 
B^reaurtStiTea  vm  oonridMsd,  bj  th«  framen 
c^  tlte  ooMlitBtion,  aa  a  mere  dtmler  reaaMt, 
and  ODewhioh  it  waa  oalonlated  would  seldran 
iwoar.  Aa  the  aoiutitiiti<»i  stood  befoM  1804, 
thia  Home  iraa  the  moat  probable  reaort  of 
eleotton,  and  the  framera  of  the  ooostitntiiui 
intanded  it  dionld  be;  fbr  more  than  three 
mondis  and  a  haU;  out  of  the  four,  the  oodtsb- 
tkm  were  in  aeetion,  thej  ateadiljr  and  niilf<»mlj 
adhered  to  an  election  hj  Oongrett,  and  voted 
dowTi  erery  fonn  of  i»«pontion  whioh  wrred 
to  take  it  from  OonKreee  and  ^ve  it  to  the  peo- 
ple, I  will  not  read  the  whole  of  the  prooeed- 
mgs  of  the  OoDventioa  of  1767,  inaamaoh  as 
fhej  hare  been  repeatedly  refi»rred  to ;  one  or 
two  of  these  eztraols  will  snffioe : 

"  Juki  S.— Id  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Wii;- 
son,  of  PenniylTudi^  moved  to  postpoDe  Hr.  BlN- 
solpb's  motion,  in  relation  to  the  EzecDtive,  In  or- 
der to  tike  up  his  motioa,  to  divide  the  States  into 
distriots,  Cor  the  ohtAet  of  eleoters;  this  motion  wsi 
D^atiTed ;  Tew,  PenniylTtnla  ud  H^land,  New 
Yotk  dirided.  Najv,  HsssMhnsatts,  CouoeetieBt, 
JWawue,  Tiighiis,  North  Carolina,  South  CsroUns, 
and  Georgia. 

"  It  wsa  then  TOted,  that  the  President  should  be 
clioeeD  bf  Coagreaa  for  seren  ;eais ;  Teas,  Ussu- 
ohuaettSj  Comiecticut,  New  Tork,  Delaware,  To- 
«nla,  North  Caro1Iii&,  South  Cuolina,  Georgia. 
Najs,  FennajlTania,  MarflamL 

"  Jdri  10. — The  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported lo  the  House  the  reaoludona  as  agreed  to 
—that  the  Freddent  should  be  appointed  by  Con- 
gren,  for  Kven  years,  and  be  iaeugible  a  second 
tlnte. 

"  Jdlt  17, — The  ninth  leeolotion  from  the  Com- 
ndltee  of  the  Whole  being  under  consideration,  It 
was  mored  tbst  the  President  should  be  anprnnted 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  Congress ;  Tes,  Pennsyl- 
Tenia.  Nays,  S.  It  was  then  uiored  that  he  be 
dioeen  by  eleotors  appointed  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tnces ;  Tess,  Delaware  and  Maryland  Navs,  8.  It 
was  then  Toted,  mmimkiiii^  iStt  the  Preddent 
should  be  chosen  by  Congress." 

I  will  not,  Mr,  Ohurman,  detain  the  oommit- 
tee  by  fnrtiier  reading  of  the  prooeedioRS  of 
the  Oonvention.  I  have  gone  tax  enon^  to 
show,  that  an  election  by  the  Honse  was  not 
to  the  framers  of  the  oonstitntiOD,  by  any 
means,  on  nnexpected  OTeut.  And  I  think  I 
haTe  now  obowo,  that  the  amendment  of  1804 
was  an  inva^n  of  the  righia  of  the  amall 
States :  and,  if  th^  are  stripped  of  on«  right, 
and  divested  of  one  power  after  another,  Oe 
time  will  soon  arrive,  when  they  will  have 
noting  rMuaitdng,  nothing  tliat  is  worth  poe- 
aooring.  If  the  fundament^  principles  of  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  chang^for  "lignt  and  trao- 
rient  eansea,"  what  goarantae  have  the  anutll 
States,  that  will  seonre  to  them  th^  equal  rep- 
naMtalion  in  the  other  braadi  of  tiie  Legisla- 
tare  t  Already  we  are  threatened  with  a  oon- 
vention of  the  people,  in  wMeh  ever^  part  of 
the  oonstitatioD  can  be  alteredl 


I  will  now,  Hr.  Ofaairman,  axamiue  Ihe  dif- 
fsrant  modes  of  ^mointing  electors.  "Each 
Stat*  shall  appoint.  In  such  manner  as  the  Leg- 
islatora  theraof  m^  direct^  a  nnmber  of  alee- 
tora,  eqnal  to  the  whole  nnmber  of  BMiaton  and 
rttpfeaentatives  to  whieh  the  Stat*  may  be  en^ 
titied  in  the  Ooi^peaa."  This  ia  avidsotly,  to 
n^  mind,  a  Btata  ri^it,  and  eairaot  be  altMvd 
without  impairing  the  rights  of  the  Stata. 
Ibtny  have  contended  that  the  State  Legiala- 
tDFsa  havB  no  ri^t  wbatavcr  to  appttot  the 
aleeton,  and  that  the  fiwaen  ot  the  conBtita< 
tion  never  intended,  never  contemplated,  mttit 
opt^tmenl  when,  at  the  first  eleotion  of 
fdo^  the  electMa  were  appointed  in  everr 
State  in  the  Union,  with  the  exception  (tf  three^ 
by  the  State  Legislatnres.  These  mMinlinenta 
wwe  made  when  the  people  ooold,  and  no 
doubt  did,  avail  themadvea  of  the  ud,  oonnael, 
and  servioea,  of  the  tmoera  of  the  omstitntlon 
thrasaelTea,  TheFederalisthasboenfiwiientlT' 
reaorted  to,  as  a  ocmtemporaneons  expon  tion  ot 
tiie  eonstitation.  It  has  boMi  read  to  wartant, 
to  lUnstivte,  and  to  anfimw,  evoy  a^nment 
that  has  been  made.  To  show  that  iba  Stato 
LMislatares  oomld  qtpcnnt  the  electors,  in  the 
(^mion  of  Mr.  Madisim,  although  this  mode  is 
not  with  me  a  favorite  one,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  one  ezbaot  fhim  No,  46,  p^e 
866: 

"The  State  goveniments  msy  be  regarded  as 
eonstltnent  and  essentJal  parts  ot  the  Federal  Gov^ 
erament,  whilst  the  latter  Is  In  nowise  essentia)  lo 
the  operation  or  orgatiisati<ai  of  the  former.  With- 
ont  the  interrention  of  the  Stats  L^idatnree,  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Btatea  cannot  be  deot«l 
at  all;  they  must,  ia  all  oases,  bavea^net  sibwmin 
his  appointment,  and  will,  perhaps,  In  KM  soss^^  ^ 


In  niany  oases,  the  State  Legialatnree  may 

8)point  the  electors  with  the  foUeat  approba- 
on  on  the  part  of  the  people:  in  some,  they 
woold  be  warranted  in  msldng  the  appoint- 
ments from  expediency,  policy,  and  from  neoea- 
si^.  Let  ns  advert  to  the  election  of  Wsshisg- 
ton  to  the  Presideiray,  when  there  was  scarce^ 
a  dissenting  voice,  or  one  raised  in  opposition 
to  htm.  In  his  election,  was  the  apomtment 
of  the  electors  by  tbe  State  Legislatores  an  tJi- 
croaahment  opon  the  rights  of  the  pooplef 
When  Mr.  Jetferson  was,  tor  the  second  tune, 
a  MUididate  for  the  PresidenoT',  there  was  hardly 
aa  oiganised  opposition  to  him,  and  in  many 
States  in  tiie  Union,  there  wss  no  oppodUon. 
Under  sncb  drcnmstaDcea,  wss  the  exercise  c^ 
this  appointing  power  by  those  State  Legiala- 
tores  who  thonght  proper  to  eieroise  it,  an  in- 
vssion  of  tbe  people's  rights)  There  are  cases, 
I  repeat,  in  wliich  the  exercise  of  this  power 
by  the  State  L^islatnres  may  bejnstified  from 
neoes^ty,  and  pMioy  also.  Take,  for  lUnstra- 
tion,  the  case  of  a  State,  one-half  of  which,  in 
time  of  war,  is  in  the  possesion  of  the  enemy 
— this  may  be  oonodwed  an  extreme  case,  bnt 
It  was  the  situation  of  Maine  during  tbe  late  war 
— an  deotion  by  districts  wonU  be  impraotiM 
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bk;  Mid,  althon^  tb»  twritorj,  tnthepoMOa- 
■OD  at  Um  tsaeaij  is,  tat  Bome  pnrpoMa,  oim- 
rider«d  in  thtt  U^  of  K  ibreign  tenitorj,  I  sA 

|.ifl>ii If  tke  «l«dionl  TotM  of  ■  Btate  are 

to  bo  dtrtailed  bjthia  tamporary  powiarica! 
If  w^  tfaeo,  <v  memtitate,  the  LogiiUtiiTe  molt 
wpcHiiL  We  loom  from  tho  gentleman  frton 
North  Candina,  vbo  fitat  addreMed  tb«  omn- 
■ittee,(llr.  8Ainn«n,)  tlut  Um  Legialatue  of 
that  Btftte  <Hioe  ozwdaed  thli  aMK^tiog  pow- 
er, and,  is  doing  bo,  noUy  soetttned  Ur.  Hadi- 
Mm.  ^,  the  ease  T^^n«d  to  by  that  honorable 
|>wlliiiiiiii,  is  a  oaae  in  point,  to  show  that  it  is 
BonetiiiMe  oxpediant,  and  ma;r  ^  good  polic}r, 
for  State  LegUatores  to  excsdie  tim  pow«r. 
The  OHB  reforrad  to,  was  one  during  the  late 
war;  tad  eomimatwu  yreib  then  the      ' 


thed^f;  the  STOwed  objects  <rf whieh  were,  a 
qiaedjjMMe,  and  a  glorloiu  temdnatioB  of  the 
war.  Then  was  too  Hiaah  reason  fbrb^isTii^; 
that  these  were  not  the  real  obf  eots.  Um  votoa 
af  PauuylTai^  aitd  North  <Wolina  wen  bo- 
■■■■rrtoBoeore  the  re-election  of  Mr.  MadisMi, 
and,  "to  make  assorsDoe  douUj  rare,"  the 
legirJatnre  of  North  Carolina  Interposed. 
Tbij  were,  in  my  opinion,  Jnstifled  in  ezer- 
aiains  a  right,  whioh,  by  tbe  oonstitntion,  it 
was  iftwftil  fin"  them  to  eEendsey  and,  nnder 
■milar  eircnmcrtanoe^  wonld  be  agiin  Jostifled. 
If  the  ch<rice  of  eleolors  had  been  snbmitted  to 
the  people,  the  resolt  misht  hare  been  different, 
■nft  stilJ  that  resolt  wonld  not  have  been  a  iUr 
ez^eoraoa  of  tiie  voiee  of  tbe  pteplt  of  the 
State,  bnt  an  expremon  of  the  opinions  of 
ttuee  who  wa«  at  borne,  wh«i  ten  thonsand 
of  the  independent  freemen  of  thftt  State  might 
have  been  abroad,  fluting  the  battles  of  their 

In  farther  iHnstration  of  this  poller  >»d  es- 
p«AiMMT,  eaffir  me  to  advert  to  another  case, 
of  which  I  am  reminded  by  seeing  near  me  my 
worthy  fHend  from  Mtssachnaetls,  (Mr.  Etxb- 
^rr.)  In  reference  to  the  poUtioal  or  party  dia- 
tincticHu,  as  tb^  have  existed,  the  town  of 
Marblehead,  distingoidied  as  the  birthplace  of 
ene  Tioe  Preddent,  and  other  iUtutiions  men, 
ud  nmn  diathunished  for  the  enterprise, 
landabie  bmI,  and  onlfnTO  patriotism  of  ita  dt- 
iMDi^  stood,  at  (h«  oommraoemtot  of  the  late 
war,  in  tbe  proportion  of  nx  hnndred  and  flfty 
voter*  <m  one  side,  to  about  sixty  <v  seventy  on 
tha  other.  Dnrfaig  the  war,  the  oitiims  of 
Oat  place  were  luting  the  battles  of  tbeir 
tttantzy,  in  the  army,  in  the  nsvy,  on  board  of 
aciT>t«  inned  Teesds — on  the  land,  on  tbe 
ukaa,  and  on  the  ocean.  The  town  was  llt«r- 
»Bj  drained  of  its  popnlsthMi;  and,  dniii^  the 
war,  at  om  period,  the  minor  party  sncceeded 
in  decting  their  candidate  to  the  Le^datnre  of 
the  Btato.  Sir,  the  political  sottiments  of  a 
State  may  be  duBged  in  the  aama  way  «a  were 
nhanged  the  politioal  sentiments  of  the  town 
relerred  to.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  if  it  would  be  a 
stratch  of  poww,  <o  the  part  of  any  Stale  Lu- 
ialatnre,  whose  mtmbars  are  dioaen  I7  a  foil 
•xpmasionof  Hia<yini<MMofalltbBpoc^ofa 


wonted  ooonpation,  whid)  a]  .. 

^ip<dnting  power,  althongh  tbenu^wilj  of  the 
pawle  at  nMne,8udthe  ini^ori^bnni^t  abont 
u  the  way  referred  to,  entertun  (^nions  dif- 
ferent ftom  those  of  the  members  of  the  Stat* 
Loridatoret 

These  are  my  reasons,  Mr.  Ch^rman,  against 
taking  frtxu  ti^  8tat«  Legislatures  the  r^t  to 
ezernse  this  power.  I  do  not  presume  it  will 
be  often  exermsed :  seldom  when  it  is  known 
that  the  pec^  are  STerse  to  the  exerdse  (^it; 
and  there  may  be  casus  in  whioh  it  ought  to  be 
exeroised.  I  will  olaim  the  indnlgenoe  of  the 
committee,  whilst  I  examine  the  propcaed  mod* 
of  choice  by  districts.    It  has  been  already 


reftned  to,  where  a  mtnc«i^  ct  thoM  who 
voted,  deetodseTOB  of  tbe  deTendeetma.  la 
a  late  oongresdonal  election  of  BevreaentatiTM 
to  Ocotgreea,  by  dlstriets,  in  (he  State  of  New 
York,  MTthe  members  dected  there  were  chcaen, 
to  nae  terms  Introduced  in  tbe  coarse  of  this  do- 
bate,  fbuteen  Qlintonians  to  twen^  BnoktaQ 
memliera,  when  the  aggregate  votes  given  to 
tbe  Olintonlana  ftr  ontnnmberad  ti 
the  other  par^. 

Tha  deotion  by  distriota  mi^t,  in  i 
oases,  nstrain  the  power  of  lai^  States, 
lessen  thmr  force  and  inflnoiee,  more  e^>ecially 
those  \Mrga  States  that  bad  not  a  candidate  ti 
their  own;  and  if,  ocming  as  I  do,  from  one  of 
the  smaUeet  States  in  the  Dnion,  I  oonld  be  ao- 
tnated  by  motives  which,  I  hope,  have  not  In- 
flnenoed  others,  I  eboold  not  object  to  this ;  hot 
I  am  not  inflnenoed  by  snch  woidderationB; 
willing  to  retain  all  the  powers  the  oonstitntloa 
oonfened  upon  the  amaUer States;  andwillinft 
at  the  ssme  time,  the  larae  States  Aonld  derivo 
ftxxn  tbe  oonstitntion  all  the  advantages  their 
nmnbera  can  ^ve  than.  In  dlatrictSi  ther«  li  a 
better  fidd  preeented  for  intsrigne  and  oorrap- 
tion ;  aa  yon  lenen  the  ^ere  ot  operttiaa  at 
some  men,  yon  enable  thran  to  concentrate  dtelr 
forces,  and  to  act  with  more  sncoess  and  effiden- 
ey.  There  is  one  view  which  I  shall  take  of  tho 
eleotten  by  distriota,  which  is  difibrent  from  the 
views  of  any  of  tiiose  who  have  preceded  me. 
It  ia  contended  that  the  district  syston  ia  neceo- 
sary  to  preserve  the  rights,  the  power,  and  in- 
flnenoe  of  the  small  Slates.  I  bold  directly  the 
reverse  to  be  the  case :  district  tbe  small  States, 


d  those  ^vm  to 


and,  in  the  prima^  dectiona,  th^  wiQ  lose 
what  little  politiod  force  and  inflnence  they 
now  have.  And  whyt  Beoaoae  the  large 
States,  her«aA«r,  will  have  the  Prendent  and 
Vioe  President;  they  will  be  men  who  rondo 
in  those  States,  are  bom  there,  or  are  afavorite 
of  those  States.  Fnmi  State  pride,  and  tha 
eqmt-dn-oorpB,  which  will  always  have  an  to* 
floence^  they  will  hereafter  present  an  undi- 
vided vote,  let  the  mod*  of  eleotitm  be  what  it 
nuy,  by  general  ticket,  by  Legislatare,  or  by 
districts.  The  small  Statoa,  and  the  States  a 
8eo(atdai7  grade,  having  no  candidataa^  faotloD 
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auk;  tear  them,  and  division  ioetmj  thur  force. 
Sew  York  and  PennajlTania  have  oearijr  aa 
DU117  of  the  TOt«a  aa  five  of  the  Eastern  BUtei, 
trix  of  the  Statea  lying  in  the  valle;  of  the  Kia- 
RMipfd,  and  New  Jeraej,  and  Delaware;  the 
wop<»tioD  ia  aa  Axtj-tom  to  aeventj-one.  Be- 
leot  fhim  New  York  the  candidate  for  the  Prea- 
ideni^,  and  from  Pennq^Ivania  the  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Preaideno;,  and  thoae  States  will 
hereafter  give  an  nndiTided  vote,  whether  the 
ohcdoe  be  by  districts,  legialatore,  or  general 
ticket ;  but  divide  the  tlurCeen  States  to  whloh 
I  have  referred,  into  distriots.  fierlu^w  the  time 
will  never  arrive,  when  one-half  of  their  votes 
will  be  given  to  any  one  candidate.  We 
notjndge  of  the  fntnre  by  the  past;  the  local, 
the  politioal  dlslinotious,  which  have  existed, 
wiUnot  last  forever;  and  we  ooght  to  recollect 
that,  in  niBtipg  Uiis  amendment,  or  the  other 
amendment  to  the  oonsUtntion,  if  we  now  haveu 
view  one  politioal  interest,  or  another  intereet, 
Oie  oonrse  that  will  beat  promote  the  interest 
of  this  or  that  man,  the  constltation,  with  the 
amendments  tbat  may  be  made,  may  oadive  all 
those  interests  and  all  the  individuals,  ^at  can 
be  affected  by  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
amendments  that  may  be  agreed  to.  L^ve  it 
optional  with  the  States  to  elect  by  district, 
otherwise^  as  may  best  Hnbserve  their  own  pi 
posee,  and  aa  the  people  of  the  several  States 
mar  think  best — for  they  will  govern,  they  wil 
be  neard,  and  will  have  that  mode  which  they 
prefer— gentlemen  need  not  ^ve  themselvee 
anyqiprehensions  on  this  gntjecL 

Aa  to  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Con- 
gress, In  all  but  the  Eastern  States,  a  plaraht; 
alone  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  a  choioe ; 
In  the  New  England  States,  the  candidate  Uiat 
ia  elected,  mnst  have  a  m^ority  of  all  the  votes 
polled.  Here,  then,  is  an  essential  difference 
as  to  the  mode  of  choice — a  difference  I  have 
been  made  sensibly  to  feel.  Unoh  has  been 
laid  abont  a  minority  Preddent;  rum  eonttat 
one-half  of  the  representatives  on  this  Boor  are 
minority  representatives.  The  honorable  mover 
of  these  rsM^ntioiu  m^  ootne  here  as  a  repre- 
sentative, when  a  large  tn^ority  of  his  constit- 
nenta  may  be  opposed  to  his  election.  I  do 
not  think  that  will  soon  take  plaoe :  for  I  learn 
that  gentleman  ia  deaervedly  popular  in  his 
district;  and  if  seal,  fidelity,  and  a  display  of 
shining  talenta  in  sdvooathig  their'  interevte, 
and  guarding  their  rights,  can  secure  popularity, 
he  will  with  them  long  oontinne  to  be  popolor. 
Tet,  in  that  gentleman's  district,  if  A  nas  two 
thousand  and  flft^  votes,  B  two  thousand  and 
forty-nine,  and  0  two  thousand  and  foirty-nine, 
A  ia  elected,  althoogh  there  is  almoat  a  ma- 
jority of  two  to  one  i^^nsthim;  and  A,  eleoted 
nnder  snoh  oircomstanoes,  is,  undonbtedly,  the 
people's  candidate,  and  is  eleeted  by  the  people. 
Thwe  Is,  at  present,  among  tJie  States,  no  nni- 
S(xm\^  aa  to  the  time  c?  electing  membera 
■Itlioagh  OongresB  under  the  Constitution  ^ 
the  United  Stides,  have  the  power  of  fixing  the 
time;  yet,  they  never  have  inteiftred,  and  a 


committee  raised  npon  that  sal^eot,  at  this  sea- 
sion,  have  rqmrted  almost  nnuiimunsly  ag^nst 
any  interf^renoe  on  the  part  of  Oo&peis.  If 
there  be  evils  growing  oat  of  this  state  of  things 
Congress  has  wisely  left  the  remedy  in  the 
power  of  the  several  States,  to  be  ^>plied  as 
they  may  think  most  judidons, 

I  oome  now,  Ur.  Ohidrman,  to  the  other 
pnqioHitioD,  sod  certainly  the  most  important 
one,  if  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  smaU 
States  are  to  Sa  either  gnarded  or  protected — 
t^e  proposition  which  contemplates  the  removal 
of  Uie  election  of  President  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  and  the  loss  which  the  small 
States  will  consequently  sustain;  Judging  from 
the  tenor  of  the  remarks  and  arguments  of  the 
honorable  mover,  they  are  to  have  no  eompen- 
sation,  and  are  to  be  in  no  way  indemnified. 
This  contingent  power  is  all-important  to  the 
small  States,  and,  without  it,  some  of  them 
would  have  never  become  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy, nor  come  into  the  Union.  Rhode 
Island  did  not  become  a  member  until  lat«  in. 
the  year  1790,  and  tiien  by  a  m^ority  of  only 
two  votes,  in  the  seoond  convention  that  waa 
called  to  adopt  the  constitation;  and  this  re- 
sult was  produced  by  bringing  to  bear  Mm 
weight  and  influence  of  the  wealtli  and  aria- 
tooracy  of  the  State.  Snch  were  the  jealousies 
and  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  tliat  State ; 
so  tenacious  were  the^  of  their  rights;  they 
relnotantly  yielded  their  assent,  Nid  joined  the 
Confederaoy.  Bat,  sir,  if  the  members  of  that 
Convention  had  been  told,  that  within  thirty- 
six  years  of  the  time  the  people  of  that  State 
became  members  of  the  Union,  propositions 
would  be  made,  seriously  discnssed.  and  strong- 
ly, ably  enforced,  calculated  to  deprive  that 
State  of  the  benefits  one  of  the  featdres  in  the 
constitution  gave  to  it,  and  the  one  that  was 
best  calculated  to  preserve  the  political  power 
of  small  Statea,  Rhode  Island  would  never  have 
become  a  memiwr  of  the  national  Cnion^  not 
oome  into  it  other  than  a  conquered  provinoe, 
We  need  but  look  into  the  oonstitotion  to  show 
that  it  was  formed  In  the  spirit  of  compromiae 
and  in  reference  to  State  rights;  and  any  alterar 
tions  which  affect  thoae  rights,  is  snoh  on  in- 
fringement upon  the  compact  itself  as  to  de- 
stroy the  compromise  npon  which  it  was  form- 
ed. The  compromise  is  seeu  in  the  equal  rep- 
resentation in  the  Senate,  in  the  treaty-making 
power,  in  the  ^portionment  of  representatives 
and  direct  taxes,  and  in  the  choice  of  President 
and  Yioe  President^  on  the  final  vote,  in  the 
House  of  Representotivee ;  and  no  part  of  the 
compriHnise  is  more  important  to  the  small 
States  than  the  latter.  To  show  the  light  in 
which  the  Convention  viewed  the  great  work 
they  had  completed,  I  will  read  one  or  two 
extracts  from  tbe  letter  of  Washington,  written 
after  the  constitution  was  framed : 

It  Is  at  all  times  dilBcnlt  to  drsw,  with  pre- 
dsloD,  tiia  line  between  thoae  rights  which  mutt  be 
smreadered,  snd  those  wfaiob  may  be  reserved; 
and,  on  the  pnsnt  oeearion,  this  ttSeahy  was  in- 
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t  tiM  tareral  SUtea  at 
•a  tkdr  MtoatiMi,  aztaat,  habitt,  and  pMttieubr  in- 
tuvt.  Hm  oonatitatKin  whkb  we  now  pT«uat  u 
tW  rmlt  of  a  >iurit  of  unltj,  and  of  that  mutual 
dfAratee  and  conccMioii  wMoh  the  peculiaritj  of 
ow  poBtical  dtnUiui  rendered  indupensable." 

If  die  ooDotiUitioii  wu  foimed  in  the  tme 
^iiit  ot  oomprmiiM,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  iaqnire  into  tbe  rdatiTe  low  and  ^uu 
tveen  the  large  and  enull  States ;  and  if,  npon 
hrutiKatiai,  it  shall  be  fbnnd  that  the  oommon 
Bd  pndioal  <H>eTatioD  of  the  oonstitation  has 
bm  neh,  and  will  eontinne  to  be  Saob,  as  to 
Ibmh  Om  -wei^t  of  the  null  States,  with  all 
Umt  eo^iwent  AdTant^ea,  thej  vill  be  fall; 
jnMiied  in  ddming  and  ezwddng  alt  the  riKhta 
vbidi  were  taSij  goaranteed  to  them.  When 
the  MMtitntion  waa  framed,  preaented  to  the 
people,  and  adi^ited  \>y  the  amall  Btotee,  it  was 
tapttuA  tbe  number  <tf  States  would  be  in- 
awed;  bat  DO  Mie  anticipated  the  rapid  in- 
ataee,  and  no  (me  antioipated  Uie  Inoorporation 
<f  StKtes  oat  of  tenilorieB  not  within  the  old 
douinkHi  of  the  United  States;  and  every  ad- 
AtioD  of  States  whioh  has  been  made  to  the 
Umoa,  has  decreased  the  power  of  the  old 
BtalM,  in  the  Scmte  of  tJie  United  States;  and 
hiB,  hj  matii^  neeeoMrj  an  increase  of  the 
wpwecntatJTa  ratio,  deereased  also  the  power  of 
fts  <dd  SUtee  In  the  other  branch  of^the  ITa- 
tiooal  LegJalatoTB.  When  the  oonstitDtaon  waa 
adooted,  the  federatiTe  voice  bore  proptalion 
to  the  p«q>nlar  Toic^  of  twenty-dz  to  dxty-five ; 
tbere  were  thai  thirtera  States,  with  twenty- 
liz  Senators, and liztj-flTe Representatives;  of 
wMcb  New  Bampehire  had  three,  Uassaohn- 
sstto  ^ht,  Rhode  Island  one,  ConneotioDt  five, 
Hew  Toric  aU,  New  Jersey  four,  Pennsylvania 
tight,  Delaware  (me,  Maryland  sis,  Virginia 
tan,  Nortli  and  BoDth  Carolina  each  five,  and 
6em|ia  three.  Now,  the  federative  voice  bears 
a  proportion  to  tiie  popolar  voice^f  forty-eight 
to  two  bimdred  and  Uiirteu).  when  the  oon- 
rtitatioD  waa  adopted,  Rhode  laland,  with  one 
Bepreaentative,  bad  one  rixty-flfthof  the  whole 
npreaentation,  and  Delaware  the  same;  hut 
low,  Rhode  Istand,  with  two  RepreeentstJves, 
kasnotonehandreaandsizthpart  of  the  whole 
Kprenntalion,  and  Delaware  has  now  a  two 
kmdred  and  thirteenth  part  of  the  whole. 
Esdi  hstd  one-thirteenth  at  the  repreeentotlon 
in  the  Senate;  now,  but  one  twenty-fourth. 
Etch  had  (me-thirtieth  of  the  electoral  votes ; 
■ow,  Rhode  Uand  has  about  one  razty-fifUt, 
ad  Delaware  one  raghty-seventh.  Each  had, 
aa  the  final  vote,  in  the  House  of  Represents- 
Inn,  one-thirteenth — and  now,  one  twenty- 
barlh.    amall  States,  in  MiportionnientB,  saffec 


tikaone-half  of  her  whole  repMeentation:  take 
from  New  Tork  me,  that  State  wiQ  have 
thbto^4faree  remaining:  and  if  Rhode  Island 
Aodd  lose  one  B^treeentative,  that  6tat«  mnst 
have  a  large  fraction  for  yesn.  Delaware  has 
BOW  •  fraotion  of  tUi^-two  tbonaand ;  and,  if 


the  late  iq>portionment  bill,  as  reported  by  die 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  under  discussion, 
had  become  a  law,  Rhode  Island  would  have 
been  left  with  a  fraction  of  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand. Small  States  are  continual^  liable  to 
suffer  in  this  mode,  Onoe,  in  every  ten  years, 
Rhode  Island  most  struggle  for  one-half  of  her 
roOTesentation. 

What^  far,  is  the  effect  of  this  fracUon,  con- 
sidering the  usaKea,  as  well  as  many  of  the  estsb- 
tiahed  rules  of  the  Government  f  In  the  distri- 
bution among  the  several  States  of  many  of  the 
Government /ocora,  I  do  not  speak  of  Eiecntivs 
patronage,  the  representative  ratio  is  resorted 
to  as  a  role.  This  is  the  standard  by  which  the 
appointmeot  of  cadets  for  the  military  school  is 
governed.  I  have  now,  Ur.  Chairman,  on  my 
desk,  a  bill  which  has  been  reported,  creating 
a  school  fnnd,  which  contemplates  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  same,  according  to  tlie  number  of 
Representatives  in  each  State ;  and,  npon  the 
principles  of  this  bill,  your  St«te  has  a  fraction 
of  thirty-two  thousand,  which  can  derive  no 
benefit  whatever  from  it.  Small  States  mnst 
always  snffer,  in  the  diatiibntion  of  pnhlio 
moneys.  When  standing  alone,  their  expecta- 
tiona  mnst  be  small,  or  they  will  certainly  be 
disappointed.  The  most  successful  argument 
that  waa  urged,  snd  probably,  the  most  jodi- 
cious  one,  that  was  made  in  favor  of  the  fortifi- 
cations now  erecting  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
bottomed  upon  the  importance  of  the  forti- 
fications to  other  States.  The  waters  of  the 
Narragansett  Bay  were  the  key  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  the  CheMq>eake  Bay.  Suppose,  sir, 
a  question  should  arise,  in  the  location  of  the 
ooctomplated  naval  school,  between  Delaware 
and  the  State  of  New  York — and  Delaware, 
for  the  sake  of  the  aiBoment.  we  will  say,  was 
the  most  saitable  place,  would  tlie  small  State 
of  Delaware,  with  one  Repreeentative,  able  ahd 
^stingni^ed  as  he  is,  stand  an  eqnal  chance, 
here  or  elsewhere,  with  the  great  State  of  New 
Tork,  with  her  ^irty-foor  Representatives  I 
These  are  inconveniences  which  the  smaller 
States  must  calcolato  upon.  Snpptwe  two  men 
were  equally  qualified  for  the  Fi^ldency,  and 
had  equal  claims,  one  living  in  Delaware,  and 
the  other  in  New  York,  Pennaylvanis,  or  Vir- 
ginia— which  would  be  the  most  likely  to  suo- 
ceed  I  Sir,  I  doubt,  if  Washington  had  been  a 
citizen  and  resident  of  one  of  the  smallest  States 
whether  he  would  have  been  elected  a  second 

While  the  smaller  Ststea  have  not  bad,  by 
tbe  common  operation  of  the  constitution,  ful 
the  benefits  and  advantages  which  they  bad  a 
right  to  eipect,  I  will  proceed  to  show,  that 
the  infiuence  and  poliljcal  power  of  some  of 
the  larger  States  have  increased,  beyond  the 
calculations  of  the  framera  of  the  constitutitHi ; 
tni,  perhaps,  the  increase  has  been  much  gi«at- 
er  than  the  States  to  whioh  I  shall  refer  antid- 
pated.  I  approach,  Ifr.  Chairman,  this  snbjMt 
with  reluctanoe,  eum  monibtu  etrte  tremvSi — 
knowing,  bow  sendtiTe  matgr  gentlemen  <n 
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thii  floor  ai^  wheaever  the  salgeot  I  jHvpose^ 
but  fw-  s  momont,  to  eumine,  Is  brought  into 
imfl"™"",  and  believing  it  right,  that  tbetr 
Mnaabons  ihonld  be  excited,  wneneTer  anj 
disoiurioii  E^oold  ramind  them  of  their  un- 
pleasant and  unfortunate  oiraumstancaa :  but, 
•ir,  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  Justioe  to  believe 
me,  when  I  tell  them  I  speak  the  undiaMiDibled 
aeotimoDta  of  mj  heart,  vhen,  in  mj  opinion, 
I  declare,  that  the  propowd  amendmeat  aima 
a  deadly  blow  at  the  political  power  of  the 
State  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  seat  in  thia 
Boase.  Shall  I  not,  then,  be  Joitified  bj  the 
ooeaaion,  in  drawing  an  argument  from  any 
legal  source,  that  will  bare  a  teudenoj  to  ahow 
the  fallacy  of  the  argnmeuta  in  favta-  of  the 
reeolotiouB,  and  the  iiyoatice  ot  the  proposed 
amendmeutHt  The  oonatiCution  was  framed 
and  adopted  bj  the  Btatea,  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise :  and  shall  ooe  portion  of  the  States 
eqjoy  all  the  benefits,  while  anoUier  shall  be 
deprived  of  what  it  was  intended  thev  ahould 
eigoT  t  Sir,  one  portion  of  the  States  hEve  en- 
jojed  all  that  thej  could  ever  have  expected, 
or  hoped  for — nay,  more.  I  speak  in  reference 
to  States  with  "  a  popnlation  of  a  certain  kind." 
I  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  nor  on  anj  other, 
if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it,  in  thia  halLnae  a 
term  not  used  in  the  Oonsldtation  of  the  United 
States.  Who  can  read  tiie  third  paragrq^  in 
the  second  section,  and  first  article,  of  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  not 


of  the  oommittee.  "  Bepresentatires  and  di- 
rect taxes  shall  be  apportimed  among  the  sev- 
eral States  which  may  be  inoluded  within  this 
Union,  acording  to  their  respective  numbers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  Inclading  ttiose 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  ex- 
dniUng  Indians  not  taxed,  thra&-,^tAt  </  all 
«ther  ptmmt." 

That  this  feature  of  the  federative  system 
was  considered,  at  the  time  the  oonatitaUon 
was  framed,  an  advantage  to  those  States  hav- 
ing the  kind  of  populaldoa  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, no  rational  man  can  doubt.  So  im- 
Ctant  waa  it  considered,  that  it  is  a  well- 
iwn  fact,  that  two  of  the  States  refused  to 
noonunend  the  constitotioa,  when  focmed,  or 
to  be  bound  by  it,  until  tho  first  clause  in  the 
tunth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  inserted.  At  the  time  the  constitution 
was  framed,  as  well  as  at  the  period  it  was 
adopted,  but  a  few  among  us  thonght  this  pop- 
ulation would  increase :  it  waa  the  unoeasing 
prayer  of  every  philanthropist  in  the  country, 
tiiat  It  woold  not ;  and  it  was  conseqnentiy 
supposed  that  those  States  which  had  this  pop- 
ulation, woold  derive  no  additional  advantages 
from  it,  in  the  ratw  of  representation  or  other- 
irise.  But,  air,  how  stud  the  facta,  at  this 
period} 

At  thia  moment,  tins  speuea  of  p<^u]ation 
amounts,  perhaps,  to  more  than  one  milUoo 


seven  hondred  tbonsand,  and,  at  the  next  OMH 
ens,  will  fiimiah  one-diirA  of  me  r^eeentatioa 
from  those  Btatea  where  it  exiat&    ThoseStatai^ 


with  thia  oompotud  of  p^ulatltm  and  property, 
hare  had  the  foil  boiefit  of  this  feature  in  tha 
constitution  introdnced  for  their  benefit.  They 
have,  in  fact,  had  tito  iMoefit  without  payi 
except  in  a  few  oasee,  the  jwd  pro  qua  a 


small  part  of  onr  war  debt  has,  or  wlQ  be,  paid 
off  by  direct  taxation.  I  will  not  pursue  tfala 
subject  further.  The  gentleman  from  Tenasaaea 
has  intimated  it  ought  never  to  be  referred  to^ 
and  has  told  the  committee,  Uia^  if  tiuapopo- 
lotion  does  exist,  in  the  late  war  some  of  dw 
Statea  wiUiheld  tttur  militia,  when  called  for 
by  the  Goieral  Goreniment :  and  thia  refusal 
by  some  States,  is  to  ahnt  out  of  sight,  in  thk 


smaller  States,  who  have  r^ed  moa  th^  ral> 
stive  importance  in  Qm  Senate^  wnich  ia  in  Ott 
inverse  ratio  of  the  nnmber  of  that  body,  hav« 
witneoaed  a  diminution  of  their  strength,  m  the 
admisuon  of  Btstes  into  this  Union,  oot  ol  tm- 
ritories  not  inolnded  within  the  limits  of  ttw 
(dd  dtmtain,  at  the  adoption  of  the  ooaatib^rai. 
It  is,  perhapa,  too  late  to  controvert  the  oonoti- 
tntionality  of  such  admistdon ;  and,  if  it  ooold 
be  questioned,  and  I  think  it  well  might  be^ 
□eoMsity,  which  knows  no  law,  woold  be  r»< 
sorted  to  for  a  Justification :  the  territoTT  most 
be  puroliaaed,  to  seoore  the  free  navigation  of 
the  MiuiBuppi,  and  the  depont  at  New  Orleans; 
and  the  pnronaae  could  not  be  effected,  withoni 
an  express  gtipnlation  in  the  treaty  of  cession, 
binding  the  United  States  to  admit  "the  inhal>- 
itanta  of  the  oeded  territory  into  the  Union,  aa 
soon  as  possiUe,  ooeording  to  the  prindi^es  et 
the  federal  constitution,  to  the  eqjoymant  of 
all  the  righta  irf  dtiaans  of  tiie  United  Btatea." 
Two  States  have  already  been  carved  out  of 


the  constitution  ii  exambed,  and  it  ia  fimnd  to 
have  been  "ordained  and  established  fbr  the 
United  States  erf  America, "and for  the  tenitoir 
which  belonged  to  the  United  Statea,  the  sama 
bein^  an  appendagetotheUnited  Statea:  when 
we  view  the  restricted  power,  relative  to  tha 
admissiim  <rf  new  States;  [here  Mr,  Pmisaa 
read  the  third  section  <tf  article  fourth,  ot  tha 


tions  which  adopted,  the  oMUtituUon,  supposed 
it  c^>able  of  a  construction  that  haa  beem  put  vpoa 
it,  and  which,  in  this  req>ec^  it  haa  received. 
If  they  did  not,  then,  here  has  boMi  an  nnex- 
peotedoperatioa  of  theooDstitntion,  diminishing 
the  power,  if  not  inmuring  Uie  righta,  of  the 
small  States,  and,  in  act,  <»(  the  whole  of  the 

Sir,  if  public  OHifideaoet  and  a  dsnra  to  retain 
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tf  Mt^  ftBepnaentatlTeof  Oie  nstUn  OBmt 
4ibeMaa>te«dMS«fe  aa  agent,  •asnMntW 
tf  aSbtoLepriatiira.    Etbit  member  of  tldi 


OM  ]u*  a  good  dhara  of  the 
ftrtj  tboBMnd  people ;  a  town,  a  boroi^  or 
idatrio^  with  oompantiTelr  tew  faihalHtanta, 
wj  Mtmn  a  nember  of  a  Stato  Lepalatmv, 
ipin,  we  are  fadd  bf  tiie  honorable  ^entloniii 
fion  South  Oarolina,  rUr.  HaDumaO  that 
bmafter,  iK>  mm  can  aiidre  to  tiia  Frendwtlai 
(bdr,  who  *■<■■  not  diatiiwaiahed  himaiiiif  on 
tliiaSDor,  orwho  baa  n^uiown  bimself  emi- 
lenttT  qualified  to  dieidiarge  the  diitiee  of  Prae- 
jAnL  l^  thbdiMdiai^  of  ^le  dntiea  of  amne  of 
the  departmenta  of  QoTenunenl  Be  it  so. 
mwne  the  beat  qaaMed  to  judge  t  Aitd  who 
«iB  iut  jodM  M  tbe  qiudiflaatkna  of  nich 
-    ■  ■"  •        >f  thiiB 
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(ol*  with  than,  know  tham  well, 
ttm  nwj  dajy  or  the  membwa  m  a  State 
lacUatoe,  wlio  can  know  tbem  talj  hj  mpa- 
Muat  I^  lir,  tb«  election  ia  to  be  aont  baok 
letlw8tatae,tobeb7them  aettled  bj-aTOte, 
h  dittriet^  CMoh  Btate  to  have  one  Tote,  my 
ilJNtiina  will  be  foond  tf^dioabla  to  a  rote  in 
ut  mode — periiape  ther  will  apfdy  with  more 
tne;  the  Totes  in  an*  diatriot,  wUl  eettle  the 
•Me  of  a  Btate,  and  twenty  men,  ot  less,  oan 
toUnl  fte  Tote  erf  tbe  diatariot^  and  those  men 
fannen,  more  birda  of  paMBge :  tot,  we  are 
told,  V  the  honoraUe  genUeman  from  Uaaea- 
cfanatti,  (Mr.  ETmxn,)  that,  in  aome  State^ 
fte  alaotive  frandhiae  ia  eztended  to  aliena,  and 
fSKU  not  naturalized. 

An  butonble  gaittonan  frraa  New  York, 
Ob.  QuoBXLXHa,)  oauiot  nve  to  the  Adminia- 
IMiaDluaaDpport.  Sine  Laerynui.  Thatgen- 
tiRDu  ia  alw  oppoMd  to  an  deotion  bj  the 
BnnafBeiHvaentatiTee.  If  the  diatingtiiabed 
eitiMB  who  now  fills  the  Bxecotive  chair,  had 
beta  eleeted  hv  the  people^  woold  mj  frieod 
fam  New  Tork  bare  been  satiafied !  If  not, 
Ui  otjeetitm  m»j  not  be  ao  much  to  die  mode 
*t  deetioo,  ae  to  the  man  elected.  But,  mj 
bad  from  New  York  eonnot  give  to  thia  Ad- 
■BiAaUim  his  mpport.  This  declflrati<»i 
■Mtod  at  fimt,  in  mj  mind,  aome  dieKreeable 
MHtku,  and  ipiTe  tiae  to  aome  mebnoh<dy 
irfMtiDM.  I  did  not  know  that  the  wheels  of 
DaivBiuent  eoold  more,  if  Heroolea  withheld 
Hi  *««11l  One  himdred  and  ei^tr  olerks 
hthetijhreot  departanent^  I  had  been  told^ 
kalbeHi  ■nzioiuo''  watoUng  the  proareHof 
tte  anniprialfan  bill,  and  anzionrir  waiting  its 
M  ptsHge.  Tber  were  ttaMlf  alive  to  the 
B^aeUnatter  of  this  bill.  I  felt  for  them : 
■^  riaee  I  bar*  aacertained  Uob  bill  baa,  or  ia, 
b  a  Ur  waj  to  beamne  a  law,  and  that  the 
M,iBim  bodgn  to  OB  Uun  he  has  been  to 
■■■r<'oar  frtondaftuther  nwth,  (brthe  last 
tve  or  three  weeks,  has,  as  nsnal,  rose,  and. 
*iae  part  rf  tbe  time,  Awe,  and  ae^  mjrmind 
*■*  been  greatly  relieved.  But  ttte  geidleman 
™n  Hew  Yoit  will  not  trj  tbe  present  Ad- 
■^■■MmMi)  bj  its  meaaorea;  Una  he  oanaot 


antmilt  to,  althoogh  hia  dlstfaigntabed  and  ma^ 


nefaendTO,  iThe  adtnita  this  coarse,  he  majr 
find  nothing  to  etmaBmn;  and.  as  ecadem- 
nation  is  tlw  cmler  of  the  day,  it  is  better  to 
ooodemn  withoat  a  trial,  than  not  to  eondemn 
at  all.  Sinoe  the  lionoraUe  gentleman  haa 
avowed  hia  det^miiuttJon  to  oppoae  the  Ad- 
ndniBtrataon  at  all  hazards,  and,  to  do  it  efTee- 
tnallf,  ia  irflling  to  enoonrage  everj  spedea  trf 
par^  I  will  resOTt  agaiii,  but  fbr  a  mmnent,  to 
Uie  Faderdiat,  and  ask  tlie  centleman  if  he 
oomea  within  ICr.  Madison's  d«£)ition  of  faction. 

"  Bjr  a  hetiOD,  I  nndenund  >  nnmber  at  dliiena, 
whether  amonntiiig  to  a  mt^orily  or  mioorit  j  of  the 
whola,  who  are  muted  and  actdaled  by  •ome  com- 
mon fanpohe  ^  MNlon,  or  i  *  '  ' 
tho  rights  «t  othN  ettisens, 
iatareat  of  the  ecwuaanit]'.'' 

The  gentleman  frran  New  York  cannot  sub- 
mit to  an  election  bj  thia  Hoase,  the  presiding 
officer  <tf  whieh  to  tranaforred  from  the  Speak- 
w'b  ohmr  to  the  place  of  Beoretarj  of  Htate. 
Wonld  the  gentl«nan  have  objected  to  this 
transfer,  if  another  candidate  had  been  chosen 
President;  and  la  he  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  friends  of  one,  at  least,  were  not  willing 
that  the  same  transfer  shonld  have  been  made, 
In  the  event  of  tlie  choice  of  that  one  t  If  an- 
oUier  candidate  had  been  chosen,  the  Speaker'a 
chair  might  have  been  vacated,  and  no  snspi- 
oicms  would  have  fiUlen  on  Vim  who  had  so 
well  filled  it  Sir,  I  am  nrepared  to  say,  that 
no  Adnuniatration  woold  nave  been  entiUed  to 
the  confidMioe  of  the  nation,  and  none  wonld 
have  received  the  oonfidenoe  of  tbe  peo;^ 
which  have  overiooked  the  tried  services  ana 
Jnst  oluma  of  the  Secretary  of  Btate— the  able 
and  sealooa  advocate  of  liberty,  and  whose 
exertions  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  (^  onr 
happy  Oovemment  and  the  ftee  institntknis  of 
our  country,  have  been  nnequalled;  whose 
views  have  not  been  limited  by  Mographical 
lines  or  deforces  of  latitod^  bnt  who  has  been 
aniiona  to  extend  onr  bleesuigs  to  tbe  remotest 
comers  of  the  earth. 

or  kintc  cnncos,  hi . 

coarse  of  the  debate ;  and,  while  some  have 
contended  that  tbe  removal  of  the  election  from 
this  Eonse  is  neoessory,  to  prevent  the  opera- 
tion of  the  central  power,  others  have  con- 
tended t^nt  it  is  necessary  to  restore  ngvlar 
nominations.  I  have  bnt  a  few  words  to  s^ 
OD  this  snlttect;  tiioae  conventions  which  fol- 
lowed pnblio  opinion,  and  not  those  which 
precede,  and  endeavor  to  give  a  direction  to  i^ 
wUl  be  respected.  When  the  oonntry  ia 
divided  into  parties,  they  are  necessary  to 
concentrate  their  powers,  and  to  enable  the 
friends  of  candidotea  to  act  with  more  e£Q- 
cienoy.  I  have,  for  abont  twenty  yeani,  at- 
traded  all  the  oaacases  or  convenbona  that 
have  been  holden  in  tiie  Stato  from  which  I 
oome^  except  the  a^oanutiMtt  of  "cai»  sn* 
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pledged  oaooqs,"  and  that  I  didnot  att«Dd : 
ibr,  DQt  few  could  tell  vbere  it  was  holden, 
and  bat  a  few  ooold  be  admitted ;  and  I  h&ve 
almoat  iiiTariably  found  tbat  all  which  were 
In  obedience  to  pcblic  opinion,  were  reepeoted, 
and  M  often  as  men  attempted  to  dictate  to 
others  the  course  they  sboidd  adopt,  so  often 
were  conventions  or  caqoobm  disr^arded.  Had 
I  been  a  member  of  GoDffre«a  when  Jefferson 
waa  nominated,  when  Ma£soD  was  nominated, 
when  Uonroe  waa  noniinated,  as  candidates  for 
the  Presidenc<r,  I  wotdd  have  attended  the  meet- 
ings that  nominated  them ;  pablio  opinion  had. 
before  their  nominations  hj  tbosenieetinKa,  fixed 
apon  them ;  had  I  been  here  when  the  nzty-rix 
assembled  in  tJtis  Hall,  I  woold  not  have  at- 
tended the  meeting — pnbUo  opinion  was  not 
settled  at  tbat  time,  in  favor  of  either  of  the 
DnmeroQS  candidates,  and  the  olfjeot  of  the 
meeting  was  to  give  a  direction  to  pnblic  opin- 
ion, which  was  not  to  be  inflnenoed  bj  the 
meeting.  Of  eleven  States  represented  at  that 
meeting,  bat  two  voted  for  the  candidate  tJiere 
nominated. 

Amidst  all  the  anttdpated  evils  and  dlreftil 
oaUmitiea  co^J(lred  np  by  disordered  minds, 
the  resolntions  of  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Fennerlvania,  (Mr.  1£inbb,)  resolntions 
which  embodj  more  good  sense  than  all  the 
Othera  which  have  been  offered,  afford  some 
solace  to  the  mind ;  "  (A«  peopU  are  f)irtiu»u 
and  inulligent,  and  th«ir  S^eteatatinei  are 
worthy  of  eor^fiiauie."  And  if  there  be  any 
want  of  virtue  or  intelligenoe,  the  best  and 
wrest  mode  to  supply  it,  and  maintain  parity 
of  election,  ia  the  establishment  of  free  schools ; 
for  this  parpose,  giving  the  new  States  all  they 
reasonably  require,  let  a  part  of  the  nation's 
domain  be  parcelled  out  lor  the  sapport  and 
maintenance  of  onblic  schools  in  the  old  States. 

I  have  endeavored,  Ur.  Churman,  to  con- 
vince the  committee  of  the  impropriety  of  the 
proposed  alterations,  and  of  the  importanoe  of 
that  featnre  in  the  federative  system,  to  Qiei 
■mall  States,  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  from 
them.  The  constitution  may  be  coDsidered  as 
a  compact ;  at  the  time  it  was  formed,  some 
deference  was  thongbt  to  be  dne  to  the  aitaa- 
Uon  and  servioes  of  the  parties  to  it.  It  be- 
comes not  me  to  say  mnoh  of  the  services  of 
my  native  State,  daring  oar  revolntionary 
rtroggle,  her  sufferings,  or  privations ;  bat  I 
am  warranted  in  saying,  that  dnring  that  strag- 

ele,  Rhode  Island  famished  more  men,  and 
ivished  more  treaaure,  for  the  common  cause, 
in  proportion  to  ber  numbera  and  her  wealth, 
Uian  any  State  in  the  Union.  She  fonght  the 
enemy  wherever  he  waa  to  be  found ;  tiie  war 
was  carried  to  her  very  firesides.  The  island 
on  which  I  reside,  onoe  the  Eden  of  America, 
was,  for  a  long  period,  the  seat  of  war ;  onr 
green  fields  were  Isid  waste,  onr  oroharda  cut 
down,  houses  bnmt^  and  temples,  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  Almighty  Go£  were  converted 
Into  barraclca  and  hospitals  for  a  British  sol- 
diery.   The  efiteta  of  the  Bevolaldonary  War 


are  yet  visible  in  the  heart  of  Rhode  laUnd. 
To  fight  her  battles  at  home,  and  to  famish 
her  qaota  to  fight  the  battles  cKf  the  nation,  ah^ 
r^sed  reKiments  upon  her  own  credit  and 
responsibuity ;  regimenta  oompoaed  of  men 
who  have  not  yet  tasted  the  bounty  of  the 
nation,  many  of  whom  are  now  feeding  tipon 
individual  charity,  and  all  of  whom  are  left  in 
old  age,  to 

"  Weep  o'er  their  woands,  o'er  tdes  of  sorrow  done, 

ShouldeT  their  crutch,  and  show  how  fields  were 

Sir,  dnring  tbe  lato  stru^e,  Rhode  laland 
was  not  behind  her  sister  States  in  her  oon- 
tribntiouB  of  blood  and  treasnre.  Some  of  onr 
incorporated  institutions  sabscribed  their  capi- 
tals to  the  Government  loans;  oar  private 
armed  vessels  made  the  enemy,  even  at 
Lloyd's,  sensible  of  the  existence  of  war.  At 
the  memorable  battle  of  Bridgewater,  when  the 
gallant  and  Intrepid  Towson  was  pouring  ttota 
bbe  mootba  of  his  field-pieces  aheeta  of  fire, 
and  carrying  deatmction  into  the  ranlcs  of  tlte 
enemy,  he  was  covered,  in  part,  by  a  Bbode 
Island  officer,  commanding  Rhode  Island  men 
— by  an  ofBoer  who  went  into  battie  at  the 


over,  mastered  seventeen  men,  who  were  not 
killed  or  wonnded.  A  son  of  Rhode  Island,  at 
the  head  of  a  gallant  crew,  from  the  ssine 
State,  fon^t  the  battie  of  Uie  Lake — no,  air, 
in  this  I  am  mistaken,  he  had  not  the  gallant 
crew  with  which  he  started  from  Newport — 
at  Baokett's  Harbor  these  men  were  taken  from 
him,  and  he  had  thrown  on  his  hands  the 
refuse,  the  abandoned  of  God's  creation ;  with 
such  tlriff  the  lamented  Perry,  with  a  great 
proportion  of  Rhode  Island  ofBoera,  fought  the 
battle  of  Erie,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  onr  conntry,  fleet  met  fleet,  and,  f<ff 
the  first  time,  fleet  captured  fleet.  I^  in  two 
struggles,  we  have  preeented  this  burning  lamp, 
aregentiemen  now  reaAj  toputoutthitUgMt 
I  woald,  Ur.  Ohainnan,  were  it  neoessary  on 
this  occasion,  appeal  to  the  feelings,  and  snm- 
mon  to  my  aid  uie  sympathies  of  otner  Btateo. 
Vigorons  Vermont,  thoogb  yet  in  yoor  infancy, 
yoor  power  baa  been  onrtuled^  woA,  six  yean 
ago,  yon  were  reminded  of  the  importance  and 
value  of  tltis  part  of  the  oonstitntion,  now  at- 
tempted to  be  taken  aw^.  Conneoticnt,  the 
voioe  of  eloquence  haa  already  given  oasaranoee 
of  yonr  fidelity.  Delaware,  yon  will  ding  to 
this  part  of  the  oonstitotioii,  as  tlie  sheet- 
anchor  of  yonr  hope.  Ohio,  reoolleot  the  aona 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Oonneotiont  first  broke 
ground  upon  the  banka  of  the  Unskingnm ; 
yoor  BoU  now  embosoms  the  asbea  of  the  moat 
eloqnent  advocate  that  ever  graced  the  oonrta 
of  Rhode  Island.  Virginia,  proud,  and  Juatly 
prood,  the  land  of  heroes,  patriots,  statesman, 
and  philosophers,  are  you  prepared  for  this 
amendment!  Yoa  have  already  had  some 
warning   of  old  age  and   deorepitnde;    tb9 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  OF  0ONOBES9. 


[B.  or  E. 


KKftn  of  yonr  poirer  m^  be  t3«nflAiT«d  to 
tOwbuds;  tha  power  of  aome  Taunted  State 
■■T  bereafterirrite  th«  AM^oeef  4^  four  gloiy. 
Mr.  Oitinnao,  I  have  done— if  the  reaoltitioaa 
d»iiM,  I  flball  be  oonacded  with  the  reflection 
of  hiring  made  an  efftni,  feeble  aa  it  has  been, 
to  prerent  their 


I  mbmit  the  interest  of  the  State  1  represoit 
to  tke  jmtice  and  magnsnimttj  of  the  Bonse. 

Hi.  Vood,  of  New  YorJt,  then  rose,  and 
ipiAe  m  foUowB : 

Mr.  Chainnan :  It  is  a  qneation  relfttiTft  to 
the  orgMuiatioii  of  the  General  Ooremment — 
i»  nods  at  appointing  the  chief  Eiecntire 
MagiAate— in  the  abstract,  of  verj  Uttle  oon- 
nqwBM^  bnt  in  its  oonneotion,  of  rast  im- 
portuMe.  It  inTolves  Ihe  prindplea  of  Uberty, 
lod  eaten  into  the  foundation  on  whidi  it 
imD.  It  is  an  instmment  provided  hj  the 
Mntitntloii  for  the  preserration  of  freedom, 
nd  this  alone  renders  it  of  mnoh  importance. 

The  mtgect  has  l>eeQ  involved  in  some  ob- 
Mritr,  b;  not  distingnishing  dead;'  between 
tiM  objects  of  the  StUe  and  General  Goveni- 
uegts,  and  the  relations  which  the  people  bear 
tae^ji. 

Let  us  trace  the  historr  of  onr  Government 
fron  ita  origin.  When  the  oolonipe  dissolved 
tlxir  eonnectkn  with  Grest  Britain,  the  sover- 
■gn  power  devolved  upon  the  people  of  this 
tvatirj.  Tbe  people  of  each  Btat«  formed  or 
sdifited  a  eonstitation,  with  more  or  less 
power.  Some  States  invested  their  Govem- 
vasb  with  entire  sovereigntj,  others  with 
Bnnted  powers.  During  tiie  war  of  the  Revo- 
httot,  ue  States  took  a  part  of  the  powers,  of 
a  gmcrtl  nature,  from  their  8tat«  constitiitions, 
md,  with  them,  formed  a  confederate  Govern 
nwDt  for  tbe  thirt«en  States,  to  enable  Ooagrefa 
to  atrj  on  the  war,  and  to  form  treaties  with 
<Aer  nations ;  the  States  retained  the  power 
ever  tanaaertA  and  taz^on ;  Congresa  sop- 
ped the  pntdio  treasorj-  hj  quotas  on  the 

Ihii  mode  of  BDppljinE  the  treasmy  proved 
iDeffident,  and  led  to  tiie  formation  of  the 
MMcnt  umstitntion  on  the  basis  of  the  con- 
"Mition.  The  onlj-  eesential  powers  that 
vtra  added,  were  those  over  commerce  and 
luitioa;  the  gOTemment  of  territories;  the 
^■^Kntion  of  ue  pnblio  land ;  and  a  National 
ImoMrj;  and  the  Govemment  waa  made  to 
^m  a  natiima]  operation. 

Why  did  tbe  people  of  the  several  States 
mride  the  powers  of  sovereignty  between  the 
1*0  Bovemmeota  t  The  history  of  the  tdmee 
■eon  that  it  was  done  from  a  convicldon  that 
■  B^  National  Govemment  was  nntafe,  and 
wld  prove  hostile  to  liberty ;  that  a  dngle 
Qovenuneat,  for  a  country  of  snch  extent  ^d 
Annitr  of  interest,  most  be  invested  with  so 
much  «a«gy  as  woold  lead  to  despotism. 

The  people  of  the  several  Btatea  divided 


those  powers  which  dkey  thought  fit  to  del»- 
gate,  Mtween  the  two  Governments,  in  snch 
maoner  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  respective  ends 
for  which  they^  were  designed. 

The  State  Qoyemmeuts  were  intended  to 
protect  the  rights  of  their  members,  witbia 
their  T«epeotive  limits,  from  ii^nriee,  without 
force.  The  General  Gorenmient  was  intended 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citiiena  of  all  tbe 
Btatea  tram  intcfnal  and  external  force,  and 
iqion  the  ocean.  The  people  of  each  State,  in 
relation  to  tbe  State  Government^  ore  to  be 
OCoMdered  in  a  separate  federal  or  political 
cspadty,  as  citiiens  of  that  particolar  Bute  of 
which  they  are  members ;  and,  in  relation  to 
the  General  Government,  they  are  to  be  con- 
ndered  in  an  an^eeate  or  national  eapa^ty, 
as  citizens  of  uie  United  State*.  Tbe  righta 
and  interests  of  the  people,  in  one  capmcAtj,  are 
not  opposed  to  their  rights  and  intereeta  in 
their  other  oapaoity,  bnt  are  in  perfect  bar- 
mony.  What  is  nopeesary  for  the  secnrity  of 
their  liberties,  in  oDe  capacity,  ia  necessary  in 
the  other.  Tbe  safety  of  the  people,  in  both 
capamties,  depends  on  the  preswvation  of  each 
Govemment  within  its  proper  limits.  The 
only  opposition  in  the  case,  is,  between  those 
who  wish  to  deprive  the  States  of  a  portion  of 
their  power,  ana  those  who  wish  to  prevent  it ; 
between  those  who  wish  to  distorb  Uie  present 
adjustment  of  powers  between  the  two  Oovem- 
moits,  and  those  who  are  opposed  to  it ;  b»- 
tween  those  who  wish  to  transier  a  part  of  the 
power  of  the  States  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment,  and  those  who  wish  to  retain  it. 

The  framers  of  the  General  Govenimoit 
seem  to  have  anticipated  that  the  poasesabn  of 
the  sword  and  the  pnrse,  with  tne  patronage 
it  most  command,  wonld  give  that  Govem- 
ment a  preponderating  inflnenoe,  which  might 
become  dongeroos  to  the  St«tea,  and  they  en- 
deavored to  provide  means  to  counteract  this 
tendency  to  enlargement,  which  they  foresaw, 
by  giving  the  States  the  iqipointment  of  a  por- 
tion of  ue  offloeiB  who  were  to  administer  it ; 
by  limiting  ita  powers  to  a  few  enumerated 
objecta ;  and  by  a  pmdent  distribntion  of  its 
powers. 

The  election  of  the  chief  Eseontive  V^igut- 
trate  of  the  General  Government,  is,  by  the 
oonstitation,  to  be  made  by  electors  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States,  in  snch  manner 
as  the  L^ialatnres  thereof  shall  direct,  and,  in 
case  the  electors  shall  Ml  to  make  a  ohoioe, 
the  delegations  of  the  re^eotive  States,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  are  to  select  the 
Preradent  from  the  three  candidates  having  the 
highest  nnmber  of  electoral  votes,  in  their 
Feder^  or  political  ct^acities,  each  State  having 

A  State,  in  all  oases  where  the  term  is  need 
in  the  oonsdtntion,  in  relation  to  choice  or 
action,  is  to  be  conridered  as  a  moral  person, 
and  evideeUy  means  the  people,  in  their  cor- 
porate or  political  character.  The  Legislature 
--  the  oi^an  by  which  the  people  expreis  their 
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will,  in  tli«  flwt  inBtanae,  and  bj  irbioh  tbej 
direot  the  mode  (n-  matuwr  in  whiob  their  will 
■hall  be  otherwiw  ezpieesed. 

The  true  metudng  of  diis  article  of  the  eon- 
■titatiiHi  ia,  that  the  pe<q)ls  of  eadi  State  ehall 
wpoint  eleetora,  in  snch  manner  as  thej,  in 
their  eorporate  or  poUliiMl  expt^tf,  ahall  see 
fit  nUs  power  to  regpnlate  the  mcrae  of  ip- 
p^ting  eleotore  in  «aoh  State,  ia,  therefore,  a 
State  right  and  is  to  be  exerdaed  Moording  to 
the  vrngiMtifiad  dhention  of  the  peintle  of  Xhe 
State.  ThiBiatbeoonB(itntkiBaIregnutloii,ftnd 
does  away  the  Direction  r«l«tiye  to  the  want 
of  uniformity:  nsifonnity  impliee  r^iniatiDn, 
and  is  inoompatible  with  diaoretion ;  to  i^n- 
late  it  would  be  to  desboy  it. 

The  people  of  each  State  are  at  liber^  to 
ezerdse  this  right  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  shall  jndge  it  will  be  moat  benefidal  to 
tiidr  iittcr«sta.  They  may  make  tiie  ^»point- 
ment  by  delegatM  choeen  for  the  aole  and  ex- 
preaa  pnrpoee,  or  they  ma^qtpoint  the  eIeot«»s 
themaelvea  in  the  tnt  instanoe,  rither  by  « 
general  ticket,  or  by  larger  or  anuller  distriote. 

The  oljeot  of  the  power  waa  to  aeonre  the 
integrity  and  independence  of  tiie  aerwat 
States,  by  reserving  to  them  the  oootrtd  orer 
the  election  of  the  chief  Eiecative  ICaKistrato 
of  the  General  GoTemmeiit,  who  woold  be,  in 
some  measure,  responsible  to  them,  and  who 
would  be  bonnd,  by  this  tde,  to  redst  any 
oonrae  of  policy  tiiat  wonld  lesjl  to  an  abridig~ 
ment  of  the  power  and  inflaence  of  the  Stat«e, 
or  who,  aa  a  MthM  sentinel,  would  apprise 
them  of  the  approach  of  dannr  from  that 
quarter.  This  power  is  a  most  ^eient  weapon 
of  self-defence ;  it  will  enaUe  the  States,  in 
any  crisis  that  may  threaten  th^  independ- 
ence, to  arrest  the  motions  of  tlie  QovemmenL 
and  avert  the  danger.  It  is  a  federal  power  of 
resistance,  analogona  to  that  power  which  ia 
inherent  in  the  people  of  every  Oovemment  to 
arrest  its  career  wnen  it  becomes  destmctiTO 
of  the  ends  of  the  social  oontract 

In  case  a  OEesar  shonld  ever  obtain  the 
Ezeoative  cbur,  and  shonld  attempt  to  remove 
the  obftmctions  which  the  State  Govemment« 
wonld  interpose  to  his  amhitioD,  tiie  States, 
hy  the  Iiare  reftiaat  to  act,  may,  within  fonr 
years,  arrest  his  coDrs^  and  rednoe  him  to  a 
private  station.  » 

Althongh  it  isapowerftd,^]tIaaMaMaJ^ 
weapon  of  selfKlefenoe ;  it  is  a  civil  remedy 
provided  by  the  constitntion,  as  a  snbstitnte 
for  civil  war  and  bloodshed,  and  apreser^ktive 
against  the  miseries  it  inflicts;  it  is  a  wise 
provisioD,  which  will  enable  the  States  to  n- 
doim  the  Government  trom  its  errors,  witbout 
changing  it;  to  bring  it  back 


tlie  Oonvention  who  framed  the  constitntion, 
and  is  pecnliar  to  the  Federal  Govemmenl 
It  is,  also,  a  harmi«i$  power ;  it  can  only  be 
used  by  the  States  in  concert,  and  is  a  measm'e 
to  which  they  will  nercr  resortf  except  in  ex- 


treme oaaea,  when  their  indepeii3eDC»  ia  «t 
■take.  AU  in^MMtant,  however,  as  this  powa 
is,  it  can  only  be  exerciaad  by  the  people  ci 
the  several  Statea,  in  th«at  pditaoaLo^Moitiest 
To  take  the  oontrol  of  the  deotion  from  th* 
StatM  is  to  «■"■'■  >i-to  it.  It  is  a  Federal,  and 
not  a  national  power,  and  cannot  i>e  exennaed 
in  a  national  cMacitr.  Take  it  from  the 
Stat«a,  and  they  will  still  be  political  sooieticti, 
but,  like  Samson  ahom  of  his  locks,  their 
Btrangth  will  be  gone.  Would  it  not  be  a 
species  of  Belf-immolation  for  the  States  to  bop- 
render  a  power  so  interwoven  with  th^  polili- 
cal  existence  ? 

The  reaolotiona  before  the  committee,  both 
involve  tlie  same  principle,  ThOT  pnq>oee  to 
take  ftom  the  States  all  manner  of  control  over 
tlkc  election  of  Prendent — indjuent  or  final — 
to  destroy  its  Federal  oharaol«r,  and  to  mate 
it  nationu. 

They  assnme  to  confer  a  benefit,  by  maUng 
the  election  uniform  by  diatiicte  in  every  8tat% 
and,  nnder  tliia  disgnue,  prc^nw  to  ^r^  tlw 
peojda  of  the  aevaral  States  <d  tbdr  eonatitn- 
tional  power  over  the  eleeUoiL  and  aim  s 
deadly  blow  at  one  of  the  ■Ixon^idda  ti  tbcir 
Ubeitiee. 

The  adoption  of  the  restdntiom  wonld  mak* 
the  election  of  the  Prerident  pnrely  national; 
wonld  deprive  the  people  of  tte  several  Stktee, 
in  their  political  c^acitiee,  of  their  oonatitaait 
power,  and  render  him  irreeponaible  to  them. 

The  preservation  of  the  pnblio  liberty  r»- 
qnires  that  the  boondariea  of  the  two  Qovera- 
menta  efaoold  be  observed.  The  olgects  of  tite 
General  Gorenunent,  and  the  natnre.  of  its 
powers,  are  otloDlated  to  give  it  a  prepondersb- 
mg  infinenoe  over  those  of  the  States.  It  la 
onr  shield  in  war ;  its  offices  liave  more  at- 
tractions for  talent  and  ambition  than  tboae  of 
the  States,  and  its  pnblio  expenditores  embraoe 
a  wider  range,  and  ore  more  diffosiTe  in  tbeir 
benefits. 

Boada,  bridges,  and  canals,  are  the  subjects 
of  internal  improvement  Th^  nse  is  to 
facilitate  ioterconrae  and  tranq>ortaliM>,  from 
one  place  to  another. 

If  any  Bubjecta  whatever  require  municipal 
regnladon  more  than  others,  these  are  those 
snbjects.  Boods  and  bridges  were  a  ptrt  oC 
the  trinoda  ntMuitaa  to  which  every  citizen 
was  bound  to  contribute  by  the  anci«it  law. 
They  are  altogether  of  a  local  nature ;  tiley 
require  local  taxation,  local  superintendence 
and  local  protection.  Internal  improveoMit 
was  not  among  the  pnrpceee  for  which  tlie 
General  Government  was  inetibited,  nor  is  it 
the  object  of  any  one  of  its  ennmerated  powers 


it  to  be  carried  into  efi'eot,  without  interfering 
with  the  Le^slative  and  Jndiciel  antborit; 
of  the  States! 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  general  snt^eot 
dearly  belongs  to  the  States,  and  that  tM 
cases  in  which  it  may  possibly  booome  itBoe*> 


DEBATES  OT  GONORKSS. 


■J  (0  die  exeartion  of  the  mnmentcd  pow- 
ntJthe  Qenend  GoTenunent,  an  eseeplioiis 
toteraje,  tnd  a  ocnfirmation  of  it 
Ibe  eztowitHi  of  the  powen  of  the  G«neral 


toriRiguDst  the  inroads  of  that  GoTenment 
i^m  the  Mvenigntx  and  isdependaDoe  of  the 

An  mtdtion  for  naticmal  aggrandizement  ta 
Htttatj  ofm&ied  to  preaeribed  limtts,  nor  ia 
it  qt  to  be  checked  hj  coistitntioiial  acmples. 
Hov  hn  it  happened  that  a  oonatitntion  fram- 
ed tor  the  terntorr  ceded  to  the  United  Btatea, 
hj  tbs  trac^  of  176S,  has  been  extended  to 
tM  ABNrietn  Archipel^o,  on  Oie  one  hand, 
nd  to  thaPaidfic  Ocean  <»i  the  otberf  Hia^t 
it  not,  oa  the  aame  principlee,  be  extended  to 
whice  the  bUnd  of  Oirjhee,  on  tlie  one 
nde,  ind  St.  Domingo  <«  tlie  other  1 

Btr,  the  intention  of  the  framen  of  the  oon- 
tStt&ia  ia  hrtlier  eiineed  by  the  diatributirai 
tfito  power  amonc  tlie  difl^ent  bnutchee  of 
tta  SiemtiTe  and  IiMMatiTe  departments. 

The  President  is  elected  for  fbnr  7ean ;  is 
wnmiMider-in-cMef  of  the  army  and  naTy ;  baa 
tbe  exdnnTe  power  of  nominating  pnbtio 
cBeera— bot  the  concnrr^uie  of  the  Senate  is 
IWM17  to  their  appointment;  he  baa  the 
power  irf  negotiadng  treatiee— but  the  consent 
cftvo-thirdg  (tf  the  Senators  present  is  neces- 
wf  to  tbeir  ratifiwiion ;  and  he  lias  a  qnall- 
M  nenUve  in  legMatitu. 

Ibe  House  of  RepreeentadTce  Is  elected  for 
tn  jean;  bas  the  exdneive  right  of  origiiwt- 
b  impMchmente ;  has  the  ezdnsiTe  power  of 
oi^^iu^ng  RYOtne  laws,  nibjeot  to  ttie  power 
of  tb«  Elcoate  to  amend  ibeai  as  in  other  cases, 
■>d  aetheqnal  power  with  the  8enat«  in  ordi- 
UT  kfidation ;  and  has  the  power  of  electing 
the  Preiident  in  case  no  cboioe  Is  made  by  the 
B^Dn,  when  the  members  Tote  by  States, 
Mch  Stele  baring  one  Tote. 

Ib«  Senate  is  deoted  for  six  yeare ;  has  the 
ttdsMve  power  of  trying  tmpeachmenta,  ex- 
Mft  u  eiae  of  the  iiupeachmeot  of  the  Presi- 
wit,  when  the  Ohief  Jnstioe  is  aaeotdated  with 
tttn;  baa  eo-eual  power  with  the  House  of 
SeprewitaliTeBt  in  legislation,  except  in  the 
^^iaitioii  of  revenne  bills;  has  a  coacnrrent 
T^ver  with  the  Prerident  in  the  appointment 
rfpiblie  officers;  and  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
If  tbe  nembere  prcMiit  is  necessary  to  the 
"Mtyo*  a  treaty. 

Ibepermanoicy  oftJteBenate,  andtbeTari- 
ni  powos,  Exeonlire,  L^^ialative,  and  Jndi- 
wl,  *««ed  in  that  bMy,  readers  it  the  pre- 
^iunt  power  of  the  oonstitntion.  The  nnion 
ofOi  Bnate  with  the  EieentiTe,  in  the  treaty- 
■»kB«  power,  is  ealcnlaled  to  gire  that  body 
■B  li^ortant  infinence^  if  not  tbe  principal 
"itt^oTer  OMT  fordgn  rdationa.  It  is  tbe 
ffV^  of  every  permanent  body  to  cany  ita 
PO*«i  to  ibdr  otmoat  «rtent 
^  iJoctcr  BcbMTtaon,  fai  Ua  obaerrations  on  the 
B^muaioa,  in  faia   Urtofy  of  Obarles   Y. 


affirms,  that  history  ftimiabea  no  instance  of  a 
relinjQiafanHsit  of  poww  by  an  wgaolxed  body 
of  men,  nnleea  it  was  imposed  on  them  by  a 
fcffeign  hand.  A  dispoaition  to  monc^liie  a 
control  ot  this  power  would  embarrass  onr 
negotiat3(»is;  woold  destroy  the  reeponribili^ 
of  tbe  ExeeatlTC ;  wonld  depire  the  oonntry  <a 
the  benefits  of  his  wisdom  and  experience,  and 
wonld  strip  the  department  of  its  most  im- 
portant fei^nre. 

The  principal  seoority  we  have  for  tbe  tiltb- 
fol  exercise  of  the  yast  powers  vested  in  tbe 
Senate,  ia  tbe  personal  character  of  ita  mem- 
bers: the  body  may  be  considered  aa  per- 
manent; tbe  members  share  the  patronage  of 
Govenunent,  as  well  as  eontribnte  to  confer  it ; 
they  are  not  UaUe  to  impeachment,  and  their 
responMbili^  is  weakened  by  the  changeable 
charactM'  ta  the  State  Leglswnred  Tb^  are 
the  sole  goardians  of  their  own  pnrity;  and  the 
only  reSance  of  tbe  nation  agaust  um  oormp- 
tion  of  the  body,  is  opon  the  moral  aenae,  and 
the  tense  of  honor,  of  the  indindaal  members, 
and  npon  tbe  disposition  which  their  aelf- 
reepect  will  dictate  to  preeerre  the  body  from 
contamination,  by  the  power  of  expoision. 

Oonstitated  as  tbe  Senate  now  is,  it  Is  to  be 
wished  that  no  man  should  be  adraneed  to  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  angnst  assembly  who 
ia  not  as  pure  as  was  Arisddea,  as  wise  as  Solon, 
and  aa  patrotio  aa  Bruins. 

Exceptionable  aa  the  eonaljtntjtai  of  tbe  Ben- 
ate  la  ia  theory,  a  diSbrent  organization  might  be 
liable  to  greater  practical  evUs.  If  tbe  aole 
power  over  oor  foreign  relations  was  vested  in 
the  ExecntdTe,  the  shortness  of  his  term  ot 
ofBoe,  and  the  ft^nent  changes  of  the  in- 
cnmbents,  might  letwl  to  a  changeable  p<£^, 
exceptionable  cootn  of  tempiois- 


ing  expedients. 
Why  was  the  S 


Senate  made  the  depository  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
tbe  Gener^  Oovemment  I  Why  was  it  put  in 
the  power  of  that  body  to  control  the  opera- 
tiona  of  both  the  Execative  and  LegislatiTe 
departments  of  the  Government  T  It  wa^ 
donbtless,  beoanse  the  members  of  the  Senate 
represented  the  States ;  were  chosen  by  them, 
and  were  responsible  to  them,  and  wonld  be 
bonnd  by  this  tie  ta  defend  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  States  sgsinst  any 
plan  of  policy  that  wonld  impair  them,  or.  In 
case  they  should  fail  in  their  efforts  to  do  this, 
woold  be  hoond  to  apprise  the  States  they  repre- 
sented, of  the  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened. 

I  shsll  now  notice  a  few  of  the  reasons 
assi^ed  for  taking  tbe  ultimate  or  oontiivent 
ele^on  from  the  Hoose  of  Representativea, 
which  have  not  been  as  folly  answered  aa 
others. 

It  is  said  that  tbe  election  by  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  violates  the  maxim  which 
inhibits  the  divinon  of  power  betwera  the 
Executive  ukd  Legislative  departanenta. 

The  electicm  invtdvea  no  exerdae  ^  EzeOk' 
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tive  or  LegiisUtiye  power :  it  ia  a  oonstitaeut 
■ot,  by  the  delegations  of  the  several  States, 
in  their  Federal  capacities,  consUtoting  a  Pred- 
dent.  It  is  an  act  in  wmoh  no  otiter  depaH- 
meot  has  aoj  participatiou ;  when  the  choice 
i«  made,  the  power  ceases.  The  objection, 
therefore,  doea  not  apply  to  a  case  lilce  this. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  thoae>who  vote  for  the 
euccesaful  candidate  will  become  the  partisans 
of  his  administration.  In  answer  ta  this  it 
m^  be  observed,  that  Uie  minority  are  nnder 
no  Btronger  moral  or  political  obligationa  to 
support  the  administration  of  an  Ezecntive, 
elected  according  to  the  forms  of  the  constita- 
tion,  than  the  minority.  Every  citizen  ia 
Iwund,  by  bis  allegiance,  to  support  the  con- 
atitntional  measnres  of  the  Qovemment,  while 
they  oontinae  in  force. 

Sir,  intimations  have  been  sofwested  in  this 
debate,  favoring  an  opposition  oftbe  minority 
to  constitntional  anthority,  which  I  consider 
hostile  to  the  very  being  of  the  Bepablican 
syEtem. 

The  constant  ealnmny  of  the  motdves  of  pnb- 
]ic  men,  not  only  lessens  the  veneralion  for 
them  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  bnt,  by  the 
principle  of  association,  lessens  their  general  es- 
timate of  character,  lessens  their  own  self-re- 
apectL  and  thus  removes  one  of  the  strongest 
gaards  of  virtoe,  and  lowers  the  standard  of  the 
public  morals. 

It  is  this  trait  In  the  moral  oonstitntioD  of 
man  that  gives  to  edaeation  its  power  in  form- 
w  the  moral  chara(d«r  of  yonth ;  and  an  in- 
t^ligent  writer  contends  that,  by  a  wise  im- 
provement of  this  &oiilty,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  pnblio  rolers  of  a  State  to  improve  the 
moral  character  of  tHe  nation ;  that  the  public 
poLcy  maj  be  so  modified,  in  relation  to  our 
moral  feelicga,  as  to  render  a  people  hnmaae  or 
ontel,  brave  or  timid,  high-minded  or  mean- 
^irited,  virtoons  or  vicions. 

It  is  Aul,her  alleged,  that  the  election  in  the 
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The  refutation  of  the  leading  feature  of  this 
objection,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me,  exempts  me  from  the  neoesaity  of  notidng 
it 

I  shonld  have  no  objection  to  transfer  this 
power  to  any  other  body,  provided  the  federa- 
tive principle  was  preserved,  if  I  could  discover 
that  there  was  any  snob,  who  would  be  tmder 
Btronger  obligations  to  consult  the  public  inter- 
ests, or  better  qualified  to  promote  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  send  the  election  back  to 
the  electord  colleges,  or  some  other  board  of 
electors.  I  cannot  p«roeiye  any  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  tiiis  arrangement. 

Every  election,  after  the  first,  must  be  by 
States,  each  Stet«  giving  one  vote,  to  preserve 
the  original  compact  oftbe  constitiilion  with 
the  sm^  States,  and  to  preserve  the  great  con- 
BervativQ  principle  of  State  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence ;  and  there  is  no  body  of  this  na- 


tion more  re^mnsible^  or  better  infbnned,  thsa 
the  Honse  of  Bepreeentatives. 

Itx.  Ohalrman,  eomething  has  been  said,  in 
the  oonree  of  this  debate,  respecting  the  dang^ 
to  which  our  liberty  is  exposed,  and  respecting 
the  means  of  preserving  it.  It  has  been  tbo 
purpose  of  my  argument  to  show,  that  thA 
adoption  of  the  resolntions  befure  the  oommib- 
tee  would  endanger  our  liberty,  and  that  the 
preservation  of  the  power,  secured  to  the  States 
in  their  political  oapaoities  by  the  oonstitntion, 
over  the  election  of  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  the  restriction  of  the  operations  of  the 
General  Government  to  its  oonstitntional  llmiti, 
are  essential  meani  of  preserving  it. 

I  will,  in  oondosion,  make  a  few  more  pnr- 
ticnlar  observationa  respecting  the  prindiJee 
that  oonstitnto  the  fonndation  of  free  States, 
with  as  much  brevity  and  simplicity  as  poea- 
ble,  with  some  histonoal  illnstrattona. 

Civil  liberty  d(j>enda  on  the  organization  of 
society,  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  and 
a  free  oonstitntion.  An  equably  of  nak  and 
property  among  the  people,  intelligence  and 
virtne  to  qualify  them  for  sabmission  to  the  will 
of  the  m^ority,  and  a  constitution  embradng 
the  priuciplee  of  liberty,  are  essential  to  a  well- 
ordered  Republic ;  and  it  will  be  weakened  or 
destroyed  by  snoh  causes  as  are  calonlated  to 
modify  or  change  any  of  theee  elementarj 
principles. 

A  free  cnnstitntitm  ought  to  secure  the  prin- 
ciple of  represmtalion,  periodical  election,  pei> 
sonal  security,  trial  by  Jury,  and  a  free  preea. 

The  Qreeks  enjoyed  an  eqnalit?  of  rank  and 
property,  and.  In  the  early  period  of  their  hi»- 
tory,  were  virtuous  and  intelligent;  hut  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  advantages  of  a  Bepre- 
sentative  Government,  and  their  oonstitauons 
were  extremely  defective  in  their  organization. 

The  contests  between  those  among  whom 
the  different  powers  of  government  were  al- 
lotted, geuer^ed  factions.  These  made  the 
people  venal  and  lioentioas,  and  rendered  them 
moapable  of  self-government,  and  the  admission 
of  Philip  of  Uaindon  to  a  seat  in  the  Amphio* 
tyonic  Oonncil,  put  a  period  to  their  independ- 

The  Eomans  were  divided  )pto  ranks.  The 
people,  in  the  early  stages  dt  the  KepnbUc, 
were  virtuous,  bnt  Uie  Government  was  badly 
organized.  Although  the  people  had  aehare  in 
the  choice  of  their  magistrates  and  public  offi- 
cers, and  in  making  their  taws,  yet  thcry  never 
understood  the  trae  prineiples  of  repreaentft* 
tion,  nor  did  they  apply  them  to  the  case  ot 
legislation. 

After  the  ezpuMon  of  the  kings,  the  prioci- 
psl  power  was  lodged  in  the  Senate,  which  wm 
composed  of  the  pa tridans,  and  became  an  in»- 
hanaed  aristocracy. 

The  rigorous  measures  of  that  body  fbroed 
the  people  to  retire  from  the  city  to  the  sacred 
mount,  and  the  establishment  of  the  tribnnitia] 
authority  was  the  condition  of  thur  retors. 
The  TribnnM  had  t  native  npcm  the  sots  «f 
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&e  Senate ;  the  lioimdaiy  betweea  the  poven 
rf  fiie  two  bodies  was  iiulefinite,  and  the  oon- 
tttU  Letween  them  fbr  power  generated  fsc- 
fiisg  sad  cormpted  the  people.  War  waa  the 
piodpil  oconpatioQ  of  the  citueiu ;  agrionl' 
tnn^  coDunerce,  and  the  arta,  were  the  em- 
piojiDeiit  of  davea.  While  not  engaged  in 
TIT,  thej  were  idle,  and  became  TenaL  The 
mniea,  by  being  suffared  to  piimder  the  proT- 
iucta,  b<came  hcentioas,  and  the  repnUio  be- 
csie  the  apoil  of  ambition,  a  viotiii)  of  faction, 
ud  a  licenttoos  soldiery.  Cmaar  did  not 
Mire  for  the  empire  nntjl  the  people  of  Rome 
h^  become  incapable  of  self-goTemment,  and 
vere  prepared  for  a  master. 

Bj  the  feudal  system,  modem  Em«pe  was 
dirided  into  ranks  of  princea  and  hereditary 
noble^  who  engrossed  tiie  landa ;  and  the  oom- 
mDD  peopK  who  were  their  tenants,  an^  nntil 
tbe  erttUishmMit  of  standing  armiea  by  CWlea 
Ibe  SeTenth,  in  U48,  tovtatA  the  ecddieij  of 
the  difibrent  States  or  kingdoms.  The  people 
lad  oo  share  in  GoTernmeot.  The  whole 
powers  of  QoTanunent  were  vested  in  Uks 
priiieei  and  nobility. 

Thii  organization  of  sodety  and  OoTemment 
laSL  exisS  in  moat  ooontries  in  Europe,  and 
{ndndee  the  ezistenoe  of  free  GovemmeDt 
A  free  oonstitotjon  is  incompatible  with  a 
Igodal  organization  of  society.  Power  will 
Mow  property  where  it  is  engrossed  by  a  few 
hinda,  and  wtio  are  fortified  in  its  ei^oyment 
bf  restraints  against  alienation.  It  ia  a  law  of 
oar  being,  that  men  should  be  governed  by 
those  apon  whom  they  are  dependent  for 
ntinitenoe. 

Ihe  forma  of  a  fi'ee  Government  are  of  little 
MS  without  th«  capadtj  to  eqjoy  it.  The 
(stabMunent  of  sncn  a  Government  on  a  f^- 
dal  btai  wQold  he,  in  a  great  measure,  nseless 
to  tte  people ;  the  eiections  woold  be  con- 
tndled  by  tLe  king  and  the  nobles,  and  every 
netaore  would  be  dictated  by  them.  Bnoh  a 
Gcrermnent  wonld  probably  bo  an  evil,  by 
Jnatdog  Ibe  people  the  instramenta  of  strength- 
nnig  the  chaina  that  bind  them  to  their  oon- 

These  are  the  reaaons  why  the  attempts  to 
eMiUidi  free  Governments  in  Prance,  and 
dnvbere,  on  a  feadal  organization  of  society, 
bive  feiled,  and,  while  it  continues,  most  fail. 

Befive  fteo  Govemmenta  oan  anoceed  in 
(lieee  coimtriea,  society  must  be  reorganized ; 
Mnk  must  be  abolished,  of  some  means  adopt- 
ed to  coontervail  its  infloence ;  the  restrmnta 
i^aaA  the  alienation  of  real  property  mast  be 
nswTed,  and  the  people  Admitted  to  an  equal' 
i?  of  politioall  rights,  and  inatmcted  in  the 
''BUQta  of  freedom,  to  render  them  oapahlt 
of  Bdf-gDvemmenl^ 

I^iwty  waa  established  in  England,  by  the 
Saioiu,  before  the  fendal  ^stem  was  introdaoed 
iiy  Wilhsm  the  Korman.  The  qtirit  of  liberty 
and  feadaligm  have  been  in  pei^>etaal  conflict 
Dom  that  period  to  the  present  tmie,  and  every 
tevdntion  in  that  oonntry  has  terminated  In 
Vou  l!L~-8 


fkvor  of  pnblio  liberty.  It  waa  the  spirit  of 
Saxon  Uber^  which  prodnoed  the  repreaento- 
tion  of  t^  people  in  Farilsmeot,  and  inroonred 


Saxon  Uber^  which  prodnoed  the  repreaento- 
tion  of  t^  people  in  Farilsmeot,  and  inroonred 
the  great  charter,  trial  by  jnry,  the  habeaa  ear- 


pas  act,  a  free  preaa,  and  all  the  limitations  oi 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  aame  spirit  baa 
made  great  inroada  on  the  feudal  system  of 
landed  property ;  haa  contrived  means  to  nn- 
fUter  inhMitaaoea,  and  remove  the  rcatrsimts 
■gainst  alienation. 

These  innovatiooB  in  the  laws  of  real  propoify 

England,  with  the  immense  aconmnlation  of 
personal  property,  created  by  the  exertioos  of 
an  indnstriooB  people  vigorously  employed  in 
agrionltnre,  oommcrco,  and  manotaclnrea,  oonn- 
tervail,  in  a  great  degree,  the  infiaence  of  the 
fendal  organization  of  sodety  \  and  the  power 
of  the  refmaentativea  of  the  people,  over  the 
pnbbo  towiea,  forms  a  balance  to  the  heredi- 
tary prindplea  of  the  eonstatntion,  and  rendera 
them,  compared  with  other  oonntries  where  the 
feudal  aystem  previdb,  a  free  peiqile. 

An  eqoality  of  rank  and  propc^,  the  virtne 
and  intelligenae  of  the  people,  and  the  fteedom 
of  their  oooAitntioiis,  make  the  United  States 
the  freest  nation  on  earth. 

The  people  of  the  several  States  framed  tJie 
confederation  to  manage  the  affairs  of  peace  vid 
war,  and  to  r^olata  their  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  m  framing  the  present  constl- 
tution  of  the  General  Qovemment,  to  the  pow- 
ers of  peace  and  war  they  added  the  power  over 
commerce  and  taxation,  and  gave  it  a  national 
operation. 

They  rdy  npon  the  State  Governments  (or  the 
protection  of  their  rights  against  imnries  with- 

'  (broe,  and  npon  the  General  Government 
protection  from  eztenial  and  internal  vio- 

The  seeority  of  oor  liberties  depends  on  the 
concurrent  operation  of  the  two  Governments 
in  their  respective  limits.  The  tendency  of 
things  Is  to  give  a  preponderance  to  the  General 
Government.  The  invasion  of  the  powers  of 
the  States  by  the  General  Govemmeat,  and  the 
corroption  of  maoners,  are  the  prinoipal  soiirces 
of  danger  to  pnblio  liberty.  An  ambitions 
spirit  for  national  aggruidizemeDt  and  national 
glory,  leads  to  the  first  evil,  and  faction  to  the 

The  proper  exercise  of  tiie  power  which  the 
States  now  have  by  the  constitution,  over  the 
election  of  the  President  and  Secatc,  will  enable 
them  to  check  the  inroads  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  thair  sovereignty  and  independence. 
Public  virtoe  and  an  enlightened  public  opiidon 
only  can  check  the  progress  of  fiwtion. 

The  object  of  the  reaolndons  before  the 
committee  is  to  take  from  the  States  one  of  the 
principal  means  provided  by  the  constitution 
for  their  security  against  the  encroachmenia  of 
the  General  Government  upon  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  States.  Before  the  advooatM  of 
the  resolutions  can  with  any  propriety  aak  far 
the  surrender  of  the  power  which  the  States 
now  have  over  the  eUotioa  of  Preeideat,  they 
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are  bound  to  show  that  tbe  reserratioa  of  tbls 
power  ia  not  necessATf  fur  tbe  aeonrity  of  th« 
SUtea  in  any  orieia  that  can  happen  in  a  confliot 
for  power  between  the  two  Oovemmente. 
That  a  MUTender  of  the  power  will  not  sngment 
the  eomparatiTe  Influence  of  the  General  Oor- 
emmant— or  tliat  the  8tat«  Govermnenta  an 
not  neoeflBBry,  and  that  a  Govornment  pnrely 
national  woold  be  a  better  safegnard  to  our 
liberties. 

Bir,  I  have  ^ven  my  sentunents  freely  on  the 
several  topics  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  no^- 
tareet  bnt  llie  welfare  of  my  constitaents,  and 
preservation  of  the  pnblio  liberty. 

There  ia  some  reason  to  believe  that  the 
suit  of  tJie  late  electioa  has  some  inflnoioe 
this  diecDsdrai.     It  is  always  nnvrise  to  make 
great  changes  to  soit  a  partioolar  oriais. 

It  was  of  UtUe  conaeqaenee  to  the  public 
liberty  which  of  the  candidates  snooeeded — they 
were  all  honorable  men — hat  it  ia  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  poblio  liberty  that  the  Statee 
ahoold  retain  all  the  essential  powers  which  the 
oonstitQtion  has  provided  for  their  aecority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isaoks,  the  committee  then 
rose,  and  having  obtained  leave  to  sit  agaio, 

Tne  HoDse  aJjoamed. 


WsDHxanAT,  March  10. 

After  the  reading  of  the  lonma].  Mr.  Owss 
roee^and  annonaced  to  the  Hooae  the  death  of 
the  Honorable  Chsistophc^  Rankbt,  tbe  Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  Miasisalppl,  in  the 
following  terms : 

Mr.  ^eaker,  the  painfiil  duty  of  onnoonoing 
to  the  HoQBethe  death  of  tlie  distinstiished  Rep- 
resentative of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  has  de- 
volved on  ma.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  attempt  a 
Em^yrio  on  the  memory  of  the  deoeased, 
ia  death  is  a  national  calamity.  He  was,  vr, 
a  Btateaman,  a  patriot,  and  an  honest  man :  hia 
loss  to  hia  State  is  irreparable ;  hia  place  here 
cannot  eauly  be  filled,  Virtnons,  philanthropic, 
uid  charitable,  all  who  knew  him  were  his 
friends — enemies  he  had  none. 

Wherenpon,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  Owrar,  the 
Honse  came  to  the  following  resolntions : 

Ettatni,  tatmimoudii.  That  the  members  of  thia 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe  momory  of 
Cheistofhib  RuniH,  by  veuing  crape  on  Uie  left 
arm  for  thSrtj  days. 

Ettotvtd  wwiMMiiurfy,  TliBt  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Chbibto- 
riK  Rankin,  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock. 

Sfolvtd,  That  a  Committee  of  Arrangement  be 
^poiatid,  and  the  Senate  be  DotiSed  thereat 

And  then  the  Honse  a^Jonmed 


Teubsdat,  March  16. 
Tlua  day  was  devoted,  b^  both  Honaea  of 
Oongresg,  to  fbneral  solemnities,  oonseqnent  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  Buxnr. 


Tdxbday,  March  SI. 
vlffwndmant  q^  tie  GotuUtuiitm. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDuittb,  the  Honsa 
again  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  resolutions  here- 
tofore eabmitted  by  him,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  GonstitntioD  of  the  United  Btatea. 
Mr.  Ibaoeb  addressed  the  oommittee  as  fbl- 

Mr.  Chairman :  If  the  snhject  now  referred 
to  the  oommittee  were  like  the  ordinary  objects 
of  l^islation  npon  which  we  are  called  to  act, 
it  woold  long  ainoe  have  been  eibausted ;  bat 
tbe  history  of  man,  tbe  nature  of  man^  th« 
atrnotnre  of  Our  Government,  and  onr  ezpenenoft 
under  it,  famish  the  sonrces  from  which  thia 
investigation  mast  be  drawn;  and  those  sonrces 
are  inexhaustible. 

Before  I  proceed  to  oonuder  the  propoutiona 
comprehended  in  these  resolntions,  permit  ma 
to  notice  some  olgjectionB  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  onr  progress.  It  is  ob- 
jected that  this  ia  not  a  proper  time  to  act  npon 
the  amendmenta  proposing  a  change  in  the  con- 
stitation,  relative  to  the  election  of  ^e  Pred- 
dent  and  Vice  Preudent,  becaose  we  have  jnst 
gotten  out  of  that  contest :  two  yearB  ago  wa 
were  told  that  (AaC  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act 
on  these  same  amendments,  because  we  wera 
tben  npon  the  eve  of  that  election ;  and  two 
years  hence  tbe  same  objection  will  be  repeat- 
ed. May  I  aak,  then,  when  will  be  the  proper 
timet  The  answer  will  be,  that,  to  such  aa 
made  the  ot^ection,  that  time  will  never  ooma 
— tbe  four  years  between  the  last  and  the  next 
Presidential  election  ia  jnst  as  long  as  it  evar 
will  be  between  those  periodical  oocurrencea. 

It  is  also  said,  that  the  nnmber  of  resolntiona, 
and  the  various  plans  which  have  l>een  pro- 
posed, is  another  o^eotlon  to  onr  proceeding  in 
this  undertaking.  That  (urcamstance  may,  and 
I  fear  will,  occasion  some  difficulty,  and  proba- 
bly the  greatest  which  may  be  fonnd,  in  settling 
down  upon  any  given  proportion ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  prove  that  the  attempt  ought  not 
seriously  to  be  made ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  bnt 
another  proof  that  the  stete  of  things  requires 
it;  that  tbe  coQDtry  expects  it ;  that  the  peopla 
ripe  for  it ;  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  is 
apparent,  from  actual  experiment;  and  hence 
it  IS,  that  propositions  from  all  parts  of  the  Un- 
ion have  ponred  in  upon  us,  tbe  whole  of  th«n 
pointing  to  suoh  a  dbange  in  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing these  officers,  as  shall  prevent  tbe  ohoioa 
from  being  referred  to  Oongresa.  This,  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  strong  feabure  in  all  the  resolutiana 
which  have  beeia  Bnbmitt«d,  etoept  that  grava 
resolve  of  the  g^itieman  from  Pemisylvania, 
^r.  Mnras,)  which,  in  effect,  asks  that  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tha 
Union  shall  determine  that  the  constitution  fa 
the  constitution.  The  gentleman  from  Uasaa- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Evskbtt,)  indeed,  concludes  tlint 
>aly  so  many  violati(»is 
h  we  are  all  awom  to 
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And  the  gentlemaa  from  Maine,  (Mr, 
Hkhuck,)  who  leeinB  to  have  looked  farther  into 
this  iBttUr,  and  dieoovered  that  the  congtitntioa 
his  provided  for  ita  own  Bmeodment,  uid  point- 
ed oat  the  iDode,  ia  wiDiog  that  it  Bhoold  be  so 
■DHkded  aatoprevont  amendment  oftener  than 
<se»  in  ten  jTM)^ 

n«Tio*u  to  the  meeting  of  this  Oongresi,  a 
weommepdation  for  the  amendmeat  of  this  in- 
ttrament  waa  expected  from  another  qnarter, 
which,  If  it  had  been  made,  woald  donbtJeM 
have  btea  hi^  antboritr  with  many  who  now 
oppooe  tlteae  reeolntioDB,  The  Preaident,  in 
hu  letter  of  aooeptanoe  of  the  oSioe  which  be 
BOW  holds,  eofrtutd  himself  "  deeply  sennble 
to  the  drcntDstanoes  nnder  which  it  had  been 
giieu."  Adverting  to  the  fact  "that  all  his 
|iiiii1iimsiiiiii  had  b«en  honored  with  majorities 
of  the  deetoral  voices,  in  their  primary  col- 
fcgea,"  ho  daplores  the  "  mWortone  "  in  which 
tte  division  of  sentiment  had  placed  him,  and 
partiiailarlj  the  irreoonoilable  fact,  of  one  of 
Ui  onnpetitors  having  been  "  recommended  bv 
a  Urgtr  minoritf  of  the  primary  electoral  sof- 
fragee  than  himself."  To  "give  an  immediate  op- 
portonitj  to  lito  people  to  ana  and  express,  with 
a  uarer  ^proaoh  to  nnaaimitj,  the  object  of 
tfaeir  choice,"  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
Ike  Prorident,  in  hie  opening  message  to  Oon- 
grese,  woold  have  recommended  snch  amend- 
ncBla  at  Om  constitation  that  thereby  the  ref' 
senee,  ao  desirable,  might,  in  fntnre,  be  made, 
mdaafii  aa  would  prevent  either  himaetforhis 
mceessora,  from  ever  finding  themselves  nnder 
Am  pmin/^  necesuty  of  aooepting  that  "  emi- 
Hnt  chvge,"  without  the  n^jority  which  he 
so  smubly  felt  his  want  o£  Bat  this  reootn- 
nndation  was  not  made. 

Upon  that  resdntion  which  proposes  so  to 
amnd  tbe  oonstitatiOD  as  to  prevent  the  elec- 
tloii  from  devolving  npoo  Oongrea^  there  ia  no 
middle  anmnd ;  we  mast  here  take  sides.  We 
are  not  lta«  a^Josting  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
pec^le  diall  exercise  this  invaluable  right,  bnt 
we  are  dedding  whether  they  shall  enjoy  it  at 
riL  Wbether  tbey  shall  keep  it,  or  whether  it 
AbD  be  taken  frmn  tjiem. 


Tea's 


t  be  tme  to  its  aim,  or  his 


Md  wiO  bleed.  This  yoDthfhl  bnt  hercalean 
rspabBe  most  stranrie  Uie  monster  Patronage, 
<r  it  will  strvn^  bim. 

Mr.  Ohairmaa :  In  sopport  of  the  second  rea- 
shdioB,  proponng  a  "  unifonn  mode  of  elect- 
lag  by  districts,"  I  shall  not  spend  the  time  of 
the  eominitt«e  in  showing,  that  it  is  preferable 
U  tbe  practice  in  some  States,  of  choosing 
dsdors  DT  tbe  Lsgiaiatnre.  Ttiat  practice  has 
fbaad  BO  few  fiiends  here,  that  it  can  have  no 
daiins  to  oompetHJon. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  snpportod,  with  so 
mneh  seal  and  ability,  the  propriety  and  essen- 
tial right  of  a  State  to  vot«  altogether  aocord- 
tsg  to  the  geooal  tjcket  plan,  have,  with  moch 
mce,  and  probably  some  effect,  contended  that, 
aetonKug  to  the  qMt  and  whole  frame  of  tbe 
*— <tti#m,  the  ri^t  of  the  States  to  ehooee  eleo- 
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tors  is  based  on  the  federative,  and  not  on  the 
popular  principle.  My  answer  is,  that  the  oon- 
stitntion  has  assimilated  this  power  of  choosing 
electora  to  the  power  of  choosing  Representa' 
tivee  to  OoDgress;  ithas  adopted  the  samemlo 
with  regard  to  the  nnmbers  of  each;  it  has 
based  the  right  of  choosing  Representatives 
moat  clearly  on  the  popular  principle ;  and  it 
baa  made  tbe  other,  in  tul  its  material  and  strik- 
ing affinities,  exactly  like  it 

In  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  the  jwpZs 
are'Vepreeented  according  to  their  numbers ;  and 
not  the  Stata  regardless  of  their  nnmbcn.  Tbe 
oonstitntion  directs  that  "  the  number  of  Bep- 
resentativea  shall  not  exceed  one  for  aeery  thtr- 
ty  tAoveartd,  bnt  each  State  abalt  bave  one  Rep- 
resentative ; "  and  the  power  was  granted  to 
Congress  to  increBae,  at  stated  periods,  tbe  num- 
ber that  ahonld  be  entitled  to  this  one  Repre- 
sentative. Then,  at  whatever  nnmber  the  ratio 
shall  be  fixed,  that  number,  as  one  integral,  and 
for  this  purpose  independent,  part  of  tbe  whole 
popnlation,  bas  its  own  and  tote  Representative 
m  this  House;  it  baa  the  right  to  choose  whq 
he  shall  be,  and  the  power  to  hold  him  to  a 
strict  accountability  to  them,  for  the  duties 
which  its  choice  imposes  on  him.  And  In 
this  choice,  end  this  reaponsibility,  conmste  the 
great  security  which  the  people  have  upon 
Qieir  Representativea. 

Aa  to  electors,  the  oonstitntion  directs  that 
"  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  anch  manner  aa 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  nninber 
of  electors  eqnal  to  the  whole  number  of  Sena- 
tors and  Repreeentativee  to  which  snch  StaM 
may  be  entitled  in  Oongress."  Now,  the  argu- 
ment that  tills  power  of  appointing  electors 
belongs  to  the  States,  purely  in  their  sovereign 
and  independent  character,  proves  too  mncn. 
A  State  is  a  State,  the  Union  over.  Delaware, 
with  ita  one  Representative  and  throe  electora, 
as  a  State  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  sover- 
eign^ which  belong  to  the  Stateof  New  York, 
which,  by  tiie  constitntion,  is  entitled  to  thirty- 
six.  The  latter,  then,  cannot  have  this  advan- 
tage over  the  former  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  both  States  ;  for,  in  that  respect  they  are 
eqnal,  and  each  would  be  entitled  exactly  to  the 
samenumber.    BntitiBcpoatheprinoiple,  that, 

conferring  tbe  power  in  question,  the  constitn- 

>n  has  gone  Iteyond  the  corporate  character 
of  the  State,  and  bas  adapted  the  nmnber  both 
of  RepresentativeB  and  electors,  to  the  aotoal 
enraneratioa  of  inhabitanta  in  each  Stete. 

Bo  far,  then,  as  the  analogy  holds  good  between 
members  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  and 
electors,  the  argument  that  the  right  of  chooft' 
ing  the  tatter  ia  parely  and  entirely  federative, 
most  fall  to  the  ground.  I  admit  that  the  two 
electors,  correBponding  with  the  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  bas  more  the  eemblance  of  the 
federativo  character,  but  this  would  only  prov<^ 
that,  as  to  electors,  the  representative  principle 
waa  adopted  in  both  ite  popular  and  federativ« 

Jn  this  reject,  however,  ire  Are  not  doUr- 
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miniDE  what  the  aonstitntion  is,  but  what  It 
shonld  be ;  and  the  qnMtton  is,  whether  th« 
power  of  chooiiDg  eleotora,  is  either  In  whole 
or  in  part  neeatarily  federative  t  I  hare  al- 
readj  sttempted  to  sbow  that,  in  principle,  it 
is,  and  shonld  be,  a  p<^alar  right;  th^  the 
nnmber  of  people  competeot  to  baTe  a  voice  in 
the  election  shonld,  to  that  extent,  l>e  a  wUL 
and,  oonseqaentl;',  eooh  State  shoold  be  dividea 
into  as  many  distriots  oi  the  number  of  eleotora 
to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Let  oa  next  inqnire  what  sdrantage  the  mode 
of  electing  hj  general  ticket  can  be  to  tay  of 
the  States.  I  know  that  some  of  the  large 
States  resort  to  it  for  the  })arpoee  of  Tiniting 
fheir  whole  strength,  and  brinmng  their  tmdi- 
Tided  Tot«  in  faror  of  a  candidate,  who  may 
hare  a  hare  m^oritr  of  the  State;  bnt  the 
nnited  vote  in  one  State  is  Just  the  same,  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  as  it  is  in  another. 
No,  sir,  I  am  mistaken  ;  the  smaller  the  State 
the  greater  is  that  relative  strength.  Take,  for 
example,  a  State  entitled  to  thirty-six  votes, 
and  another  entitled  to  three ;  the  former  baa 
only  an  elector  for  every  forty  thonsand,  with 
the  small  fraction  of  two-seventeenths  over ; 
the  latter  has  its  elector  for  its  forty  thonsand 
Inhabitant^  and  two  electon  more ;  and,  in 
ihia  manner,  all  the  Statos  between  these  two 
extremes,  put  forth  their  relative  strength — the 
smeller  the  State  the  greater  is  the  strength,  in 
proportion  to  its  nnmbeni,  on  account  of  the 
two  electors  oorresponding  with  tbe  two  Sen- 

Another  argimient  opposed  to  the  general 
ticket  plan,  is,  that,  when  adoptod  by  one,  it 
acts  as  a  kind  of  moral  coercion  npon  all  to 
adopt  it.  No  matter  how  Btrongly  the  direct 
system  might  be  preferred  by  the  States — when 
tiie  general  ticket  practice  is  pursned  by  others, 
the  disbicted  States  mnst  either  yield  their 
own  most  favoritA  mode,  or  permit  the  others 
togwn  an  advantage  over  them  in  the  election; 
neither  of  which  ought  the;  to  be  snhjected  to. 

This  argnment  leads  ns  to  the  proposition  for 
prescribing  a  nniform  mode  of  electing.  Bat 
Wore  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  mnst 
take  one  moment  to  brnsb  away  the  dost  which 
^  the  gentlemen  appoeed  to  uiese  reaolntions 
attempt  to  throw  in  our  eyes.  We  are,  by  all 
of  them,  reminded  of  the  partial  representation 
of  tbe  slave  popnlation  in  those  States  where  it 
ezista.  And  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Hr.  Pxasob)  has  given  ns  a  calcnlation,  from 
which  he  assumes  the  fact,  that  this  confitita- 
tional  representation  amounts  to  tweuty-flve 
members  on  this  floor.  Be  it  so.  By  that  same 
eonstitntion,  so  mnob  venerated  uid  so  little 
loved  by  some  gentiemen,  an  ample  equivalent 
is  given.  If  that  population  produces  twenty- 
five  Representativeo,  it  also  produces  an  excess 
of  about  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  direct 
tax,  which  is  taken  off  the  Stat«a  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  and  Md  on  those  where  it  does : 
and  this,  in  times  of  general  pressnre,  when  the 
reeouroea  of  m<mey  and  credit  are  nearly  spent, 


eyes  of  the  gainm,  pMliipa  more  than  the  d^t 
<rfits  equiveleDt  in  repreMDtataon  heramay  da 
The  reasons  in  &Tor  ot  nnJfinimty  tn  ih» 
mode  of  electing  are  so  plain  and  obvious,  Otat 
I  need  not  spend  time  m  bringing  them  torlh 
to  view.  By  that  prooees  the  power  of  m- 
pointing  will  be  everywhere  equalized:  too 
resp(»iBibiIlty  resolting  from  it  everywhere  tha 

The  n«st  proportion  which  I  choose  to  cm- 
sider,  as  involved  in  one  c^  these  reeolutiooa,  ia 
that  of  diq>eiiring  with  elect(»i  altOKCther,  and 
permitting  the  people  to  vote  directly  fbr  tite 
Freddent  aod  vice  Presidettt 

It  most  be  obvious,  that,  if  they  ore  even 
bithfdl,  they  are,  at  best,  unneoeseary  and  nse- 
leetL    If  oniJuthfiiL  they  are  worse  than  useless. 


rveut  the  least  removal  of  it  from  them.  It 
their  own  business,  and  why  should  they 
not  be  allowed  to  do  it  f  Do  gentlemen  tidok 
that  they  have  not  the  necessary  information 


these  thousands  and  tens  of  thonsands  of  doon* 
ments  printed  and  scattered  throogh  the  land! 
Of  what  avail  are  the  six  hundred  newsp^ters^ 
which  drcnlate  over  the  whole  Union,  the 
books,  the  benefits  of  intercourse,  tbe  learning^ 


to  be  found  at  every  Sreadel  If  they  nMd 
more  of  the  means  of  information,  make  them 
the  actual  doers  of  this  great  work  of  TiiaHmg 
Presidenta,  and,  my  word  for  it,  they  will  bood 
qualify  themselves  for  the  work.  Let  a  man 
know  what  he  has  to  do,  if  yon  want  him  to 
leun  how  to  do  it.  But  how  is  it  that  more 
infbrmation  is  regnired  to  enable  the  voters 
properly  to  act,  in  voting  for  the  Preudont 
themselves,  directiy,  than  in  voting  for  electors 
to  vote  for  them.  The  direct  vote  has  all  the 
advantages  of  simplicity :  the  voting  for  eleo> 
tors  all  the  dlsadvant^es  of  complexity.  ^ 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  mode  which 
is  tbe  shortest,  most  simple,  easiest  to  be  under- 
stood, and  withal  the  most  oertun,  has  eveij 
thing  to  recommend  it.  BeeidcB,  nothing  can 
be  better  calculated  to  awaken  that  degree  of 
interest  which  is  necessary  to  induce  the  people 
to  attend  to  the  election,  than  to  pnt  it  in  Iheir 
power  to  vote  directly  for  the  men  of  their 
choice,  to  fill  these  great  ofBoee, 

It  is  time,  Hr.  Ohairman,  that  I  should  Kp- 
proach  the  ali-important  proviuon  contained 
m  these  resolutions,  that  i^  "  that  tbe  oonstito- 
tion  ought  to  be  amended  m  such  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pree- 
ideut  from  devolvmg  on  Oongrees."  This  pow- 
er was  made  contingent  and  frvm  the  known 
views  of  the  fraraers  of  the  coostitntion,  and 
the  whole  voinme  of  evidence  which  contem- 
poraneous exponliiu  fOmiahea,  it  waa  thot^U 
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to  ba  rtmoU,  ukd  barely  witluii  tlie  r«odt  of 
pooUnlitr ;  bat  pMt  «xpn-i«Doe,  ud  the  aotnal 
MqnuitaBce  with  the  '  '  '" 


r,  the  Httled,  ateodbat  «on*iodiKi,  that  thia 
jMvcr,  4t  firat  iDt«Dded  to  be  eatkUngmt  and 
fHwl^  will  beoome  freqouit,  oommon,  pre- 
loDimnt.  In  practioe,  the  power  of  Otatgnm 
win  Ilka  the  plaoe  of  the  right  ttf  the  people. 
Tbe  peoide^  who,  <tf  right,  ihonld  enjoy  and 
lAobiitfr  ezerdM  this  power,  will  retm  the 
ume  md  form,  without  the  mbetanoe  and  the 
iMBdli  Ot  it  Preoedeots  will  draw  after  them 
pnctin ;  cme  eleetion  by  OonpeM  will  lead  to 

wwtber;  and,  as  the  recorreDce  beoomea  more 

freqnd  and  ftahionable,  all  ita  tendenoica  will 
fjOD  Krangth ;  and,  to  the  name  extent,  the 
i^  will  paea  awaj  frcan  the  people,  or  dwin- 
ui  into  nothing. 

Bnl,  haa  Oongreaa  abnaed  tida  powert  I 
vmld  afflnn  that  it  had;  bat,  m  it  is  my 
pnpMB  to  apeak  rf  oharaetera,  rather  than  in- 
drrUoala,  I  am  ixmteat  that  the  free,  nnbiasMd, 
nbongiit  jodgmenta  of  the  American  peopla 
Aoold  give  tMieaponaeto  thia  qneatioD.  will 
CnpcH  certdnlj'  abnae  thia  power  f  The  nn- 
■mrved  amnaenta  which  hare  been  mged, 
fcoaded  in  the  dmravitj  of  onr  nature,  onr 
nakiMi,  onr  amtatlon,  onr  aitnationa  here,  o 
rthtiMia  to  the  Ezeootive;  the  opentions  .. 
Ui  otensTe  inflnanoe  and  pateonage^  if  troth 
OB  prer^  mnst  have  ahown  that,  in  Uie  hands 
(f  (kmgrea,  the  abnae  ia  next  to  inevitaUe, 

Iha  geBtlanan  fh>m  New  Toiic  (Hr.  Stobss) 
ndortook  to  abow,  that  men  in  power  lUTer 
fid,  MS  never  oonld,  deatxar  any  Gorenunan^ 
kt  that  Oorenrnxnta  wne  on^  in  dangw  b j 
Bco  oDt  of  power ;  and,  finding  that  be  oonld 
>Mba  nstahied,  either  by  reawn  or  matter  of 
^bwame  poetioal,  at  the  expense  of  theae 
Pcnr  powerless  people— he  drew  larga^  apon 
wm.  n<om  hia  esam^e,  I  will  take  the 
liba^  et  qnoUng,  from  the  "  Bighta  of  Han," 
(a  nait  at  not  rerf  high  anthority,  as  I  onder- 
Aad,  at  White  Hall,)  the  deaoripti(Hi  of  the 
Iitianal  AaeemUy  of  fVano^  aa  worthy  of 
■nta&m  by  this  aMOuUy,  whether  in  or  out  of 
Fner.  It  waa  the  aaemUj  which  waa  oon- 
nned  while  the  Sng  waa  ^  on  the  throoe, 
ndiriucfa  midertook,  not  to  revolutionize  the 
fioTsmment,  bnt  to  define  the  rights  tg  the  snb- 
JKt,  and  limit  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown ; 
Mdof  wfaioh  the  great  and  good  I^&yette  waa 
'^"MatwuApoao."    It  iathns  given: 

.  "Bptedi  it,  In  the  Ont  pbca,  one  of  tlie  eawntid 
■iglUst  nan,  abraya  Tetained;  and,  wfch  retpect 
to  Oe  Kalimial  AasemUy,  the  osa  <tf  U  la  their  dntj, 
■s4  Ae  mdon  ia  Ibetr  aothority.  Fedhig  the  dig- 
^  *t  Ibtir  dMracter,  tb^  lapport  it.  Tbeb 
IwihinuUiT  frny-p.  vbethar  for  or  against  the 
■(■Nie,  la  &ee^bo(4  and  manlj,  and  extends  te 
•I  the  dreontancaa  of  the  eaaa.'' 

"  It  u;  matCer  or  sal^eet,  leapeetlDg  tba  Kxecn- 
Hn  DepaittaeDt,  or  the  pemw  who  preaidea  in  It, 
(tha  Kkg,)  cornea  before  then,  it  ii  det>ated  on 


wltb  the  qMt  of  man,  and  tha  language  of  gantl^ 
BMa,  sad  tlietT  answer  or  addreaa  ia  retoraed  In 
tha  aama  atjie.    Tfaey  Mud  not  aloo^  with  tha 

S[Mng  VMOitj  of  Tulni  ipoorance,  nor  bend  with 
)  (^inge  of  sycoidiantio  iungniflcance.  Tha 
graceful  pride  of  trath  knows  no  aztramea,  and  pre- 
■erres,  in  every  laUtude  of  Bfe,  the  right  angled 
ohancter  of  man." 

I  think  the  character  here  drawn,  worthy,  at 
least,  of  my  imitation. 

Aftw  wordsnowaboQtaOongreiaFreridenL 
Who  m&hee  himt  "We,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  I "  No,  sir,  we  the  servants  of 
the  people — a  grade  of  workmen  below  the 
joomeyiDen,  fixes  him  np;  the  master's  hand  la 
not  in  the  work.  Who  ia  he  rtqMnaible  to  t 
Those  who  made  him.  The  creator^  as  well  in 
a  state  of  polidoal  exiateaoe^  aa  in  tlie  natural, 
mnst  be  d^Modent  upon  bit  creates- — "Inth^ 
handa  are  the  issnea  of  hia  poKtical  life."  All 
oar  tbeoriea,  and  all  onr  practice,  npon  the 
prinelplea  of  good  government,  prove  that  the 
Legislative  md  the  Exeondve  Departmenta 
should  be  plaoed  and  preserved  as  distinct  from, 
and  aa  independent  o^  each  other,  as  the  regn- 
larity  of  action  can  permiL  Instead  of  this,  the 
defect  in  the  oonstitntjoa  against  wlilch  I  am 
ocHitending,  doea^  in  practice,  give  t«  each  the 
power  of  prodnemg  and  re-prodndng  one  an- 
other. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ifr.  Brosas) 

3airea  whether,  when  a  Freaideat  appointa  his 
iUoal  friends,  he  paya,  or  when  be  appcdnta 
hia  political  advenaries,  he  bays  t  J  answer,  he 
joKj  do  botL  and  yet  ncdth^r  pay  nor  bay.  He 
aaka,  trinmi^aatly,  was  BtQikrd  bonghtt— was 
Poinsett  bonghtt  I  anawer,  no,  ndther  vera 
boof^t.  And  further,  Fox  waa  not  pdd— Oaiv 
not  was  not  bonght;  bntWodaey  waa  paid, 
and  Talleyrand  was  bonght,  (whenever  the 
hi^eet  tddder  presented  hliiisel£) 

I  refer  to  these,  ont  of  the  thousand  examples 
which  hiatoiT  famishes,  to  show,  tbat,  although 
IHends  and  enemies  may  t)e  appcnnted  to  offioa 
and  power,  without  being  paid  or  bonght,  yet, 
under  diff^ent  oircnmstanoea,  men  have  been 
both  pud  and  bonght — "  Kay  we  profit  by  their 
examples  1" 

Gentlemen  attempt  to  divert  onr  attention 
from  the  defeotaintneconstitntion,  byexpresi- 
ing  a  reverence  for  its  frwoers  ^tproMhing  to 
idolatry.  Sir,  to  those  who  shared  in  the 
BtmKle  for  independonoe,  and  laid  the  deep 
fonnootiona  of  onr  Government.  I  alaim  an 
equal  partioipatloa  in  rendering  the  fUl  tribnte 
of  re^rd  which  ia  dne  to  mortal  men.  They 
gave  OS  the  charter  of  onr  liberty ;  tAay  conld 
not,  Heaeen  did  not,  give  oa  a  charter  of  ez< 
emotion  from  the  weakness  and  the  wlokedneaa 
of  noman  natore.  No,  sir,  in  the  days  of  onr 
fitthere,  the  gulden  age  of  pristine  parity — 
when,  aooording  to  one  gentleman  on  thia  floor, 
"  the.political  little  fln^  "  <^  oar  atateameai 
conla  almoat  work  miracles ;  and,  aoootding  to 
another,  the  palest  star  in  that  firmament,  ont- 
shone  the  whole  galaxy  of  these  d<generate 
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times — even  then  our  oonntrj-  ptodnoed  an  Ar- 
nold! And  who  was  Arnold  t  Some  obecnre, 
degraded,  soape-gidlowa  felon?  No,  sir,  no: 
}ie  was  fuQod  in  front  of  the  fbremoat  roiik  of 
patriots,  "with  a  wreath  of  glory  on  hia  brow, 
which  the  rough  band  of  time  could  not  tear 
away — this  man  beoame  a  trutor  I 

la  the  first  great  contest  for  the  FreeideDtial 
chair,  the  second  manintbenation  aspired  to  be 
the  first— be  waa  diaappointad,  and  became  a  trai- 
tori  Id  tbeaoal-bTinK^inesof  thelaat  war,  we 
witnessed  a  troubling  of  the  waters — a  wimple 
oonveation  was  spawned,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Republicans  of  (Aat  dey,  were  little  better 
than  traitors  I  It  is  to  extraordinary  times,  and 
trjiag  oocanons,  that  we  most  look  for  extra- 
ordinary development  of  character ;  then  it  is 
that  sterling  worth,  rare  endowment,  or  nn- 
known  merit,  is  bronsht  to  light,  or,  being 
known,  receives  its  connrmation;  and  tiien  it  is, 
that  those  who  gained  credit  for  what  they 
never  had,  find  themaelves  weighed  and  want- 


But 


But  is  it  enough  for  ns  that  we  b&vo  had  great 
audgoodanceetors}  Not  unless  we  are  worthy 
of  them,  and  worthy,  too,  of  our  own  posterity : 
for  in  a  little  while,  we,  also,  shall  be  ancestors. 
Then  we  shall  be  looked  t«  for  ezamplw;  and 
what  bright  examples — wliat  improvements 
^U  we  fnrniah,  fit  for  the  imitation  and  praise 
of  futnre  times  ?  Bball  all  the  lights  of  science, 
of  practical  liberty,  and  experience,  be  lost  on 
us?  Is  the  debt  which  we  owe  to  remun  nn- 
bondad,  nnsecnredt — for,  we  must  not  target 
that  we  owe  the  same  debt  to  onr  country,  and 
tliose  that  sbaU  come  after  ns,  that  they  did 
who  have  gone  liefore — yea,  a  mnoh  uu^er 
debt :  "  for,  where  much  ia  given,  much  will  be 
required." 

Some  fiitare  Osto  may  mourn  over  the  loag- 
loat  liberties  of  his  country ;  be  may,  indeed, 
despair  of  inspiiins  his  degraded,  enslaved  oonn- 
trymen,  with  the  nardy  virtues  of  freemen,  by 
the  blood-stirring  notes  cJ  martial  mnsio,  or  by 
nnfurling  the  star-spangled  banner  of  their 
former  tame;  bnt  his  unoouquered  spirit  will 
break  forth  in  language  like  this — 
"  Is  there  not  some  chosen  curse. 

Some  bidden  thunder  in  the  stores  of  Heaven, 

Bed  with  nncoDuooa  wttih. 

To  blast  the  nun  that  owea  his  greatneaa 

To  bis  country's  ruin  T  " 
Hr.  Lboovpti  sud,  in  advocating  the  resolu- 
tions of  his  &iend  from  South  Oarolina,  he  was 
met,  at  the  very  tliresbold,  by  genUemen  of 
very  eminent  abilities,  who  undertook  to  show. 
In  forcible  and  impressive  language,  the  danger 
inseparable  from  every  attempt  to  touch  the 
constitution.  He  did  full  Justice,  both  to  their 
talents  and  to  their  motivee ;  he  admired  their 
oaodor,  and  did  not  donbt  the  sincerity  of  their 
Teneration  for  the  constitotion.  But,  however 
great  tbat  veneration  might  be,  and  however 
well  deMTved,  geutiemen  ought  to  remember, 
that  instrument  has  now  been  submitted  to  the 
test  of  forty  years'  experience,  and,  with  what- 


ever wisdom  it  might  have  been  framed,  (and 
none  appreciated  more  ftilly  tlieii  he,  t^e  talent 
or  the  patriotism  of  its  framers,)  it  haa  been 
proved  defbctiva  In  one  very  important  poinL 


and  snfflcdent  intellWioe  to  make  a  change  io 
their  constitution,  when  they  find  that  any  part 
of  it  is  productive  of  evil?  The  wisdom  of 
onr  fothen,  their  intenily,  and  their  modesty, 
were  too  great  to  suffer  tiiem  to  cherish  the 
intentitm  uiat  no  change  ahould  ever  be  made 
In  the  instrament  they  prodnoed.  It  aewued, 
indeed,  to  be  the  opinion  of  one  gentieman, 
(Mr.  EvsRcrr,!  that  we  are  not  permitted  even 


honorable  gentleman  from  Hasaachusetts,  (lb. 
£vBHETT.)  That  gentieman,  if  I  understood 
him,  maiat^QS,  that  every  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitution,  is  a  breach  of  onr  duty,  and  a 
vidation  of  the  oath  we  have  taken  to  sopport 
the  constitntion ;  and  that  we  have  no  right 
even  to  consider  snch  a  proportion.  The  con- 
stitution itaelf  secures  to  ns  this  right.  What 
is  its  language,  sirl  [Here  Hr.  L.  quoted  the 
constitution,  to  show  the  power.]  With  laur 
goage  like  this  staring  him  in  the  &oe,  will  any 
gentleman  say,  we  may  not  even  consider  a 
proposition  to  amend  this  instrnment  t  Sir, 
we  have  no  right  to  any  privilege  in  the  ' 
Gbvemment,  if  we  have  no  right  to  alter  Hm 
Qovemment.  It  is  the  people's,  and  they  may 
change  it  at  wilL  The  gentleman  says  he 
would  sooner  lay  dovm  bis  baud,  and  have  it 
out  ofi^  than  bold  It  up  in  f^vor  of  any  altera- 
tion of  the  constitution.  But,  I  say,  I  would 
sooner  lay  down  my  hand,  and  have  it  out  o^ 
than  not  bold  it  up  in  favor  of  alteration, 
whenever  I  am  eonvinoed  that  alteration  is 
needed.  The  gentleman,  too,  tells  na,  that  the 
Preddent  of  tbe  United  States  has  no  power, 
or  none,  at  least,  that  is  worth  talking  about. 
No  power,  sir!  What  says  this  instrnmentt 
[Here  Hr.  L.  qnot«d  the  second  article  of  the 
constitntion.]  Is  this  no  power,  sir — this  no 
patronage  ?  Sir,  the  Prerident  nominates  almost 
every  officer  in  the  service  of  Government — 
and  when  did  you  ever  bear  of  a  nomination 
of  bis  not  being  confirmed  by  the  Senate!  It 
is  a  rare  oocurrenoe.  All  his  nominations  ai« 
confirmed ;  anA  is  this  no  power  I  Sir,  it  is  the 
strongest  of  power. 

The  ooDstttation,  a*  it  stands,  makes  no 
oertun  provision  for  the  election  of  a  Pred- 
dent. It  saya,  iu^eecL  that  if  an  election  fUls 
to  be  made  by  the  Electoral  OoUege,Uiat  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  then  ^ect  from 
the  three  highest  oaDdidate&  But  it  is  not 
compulsory  upon  them,  to  do  so ;  and,  if  they 
should  think  proper  not  to  make  a  President, 
there  will  be  none.  So,  in  like  manner,  the 
Senate  has  power  (o  make  a  "Vlee  President,  bnt 
it  is  not  compulsory  upon  them  to  do  so ;  and, 
if  the  Senate  should  um>  decline,  there  will  ba 
no  Yiw  Fiendenti  and  thm  the  Ezeontira 
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I  na  well  Awtn,  sir,  that  it  ii  &  matter  of 
mj  gnat  doliew^,  to  advot,  npoa  thii  ioor, 
to  Ihe  drcomstanoea  wUoh  proofed,  and  were 
iBmeduUlr  oooiMeted  with  ttie  late  Pred- 
tatiil  election ;  jtt  I  ooodder  it  {ffoper  and 
MMtt;  to  rafor  to  MHDe  of  them.  It  was 
1WJ  eanuaonlj  obeerred,  ia  oar  pnbllo  prints, 
hthe  We«t,ll>at  the  last  two  or  three  Prari- 
teti  had  bem  taken  from  the  Cabinet  Thej 
bad  titk  been  Secretar;  of  State.  Thia  waa 
Muidcnd  likdj  to  grow  into  a  dangerona 
pMcdoit.  The  people  \rtr«  alire  to  thia 
■IJMt-thej  felt  thia  danger— thej  were 
dtamoa  to  srwt  it— and  9v«rj  exertion  waa 
aada  to  bring  an  individnal  into  the  Preaiden- 
tiil  gffiee  immediitelf  from  the  bewHn  of  the 

1m  great  obeok  on  the  abuse  at  power  bj 
fttEucndre,  ia  bis  re^onaibilitjto  thoae  who 
daded  him.  He  ia  eleoted  bj  the  Honae  of 
B(p«HntadTea;  where  then  will  his  reapmut 
U^  be  directed  t  To  the  Eonae  of  Be[H«8eat- 
aiiTH.  And  to  whom  is  the  responaibility  of 
tb  Home  directed  t  To  their  oooBtdtneata.  Bnt 
It  in  the  election  of  a  Preaident,  thej  have  be- 
tr^TBd  thor  oonatitaentB,  where  ia  the  rained;  ? 
Thert  ia  none,  rir.  The  pe<^le  msj  oomplain, 
iMt  their  ridit  of  clioioe  ia  gone.  The;  maj 
fam  <nt  their  £iitlil«ia  aervanta,  hot  a  servant  ia 
M,  whom  the;  cannot  torn  out  till  hia  term 
I«na.  lodging  from  m;  own  fbeiings,  I  sho 
mehide  that  erery  free  Amerioan,  whoae  e 
bitioD  prompts  him  to  deaire  an  oOoa  of  treat 
Bd  bi»or,  wonld  he  too  prond  to  consent  to 
Ud  it  without  the  wiUt^  the  m^OTi^.  Certain 
k  i^  that  I  wonld  nerer  take  an  oSoa,  however 
(nat  at  valuable,  onleaa  I  believed  it  to  be  aano- 
tlmd  b;  a  fair  m^ori^  of  m;  fellowiiiti- 
aaa 

Qrest  fear  waa  ezpreesed  at  the  last  eleo- 
tttn,  lest  a  "  nulitar;  chieftain  "  should  be  made 
Preaidait;  and  it  was  aarigned  as  a  reason  whv 
tliB  win  of  the  people  should  be  divegardeo, 
ftit  thia  «  chtoCtain,^  if  eleoted,  might,  b;  some 
wawi  (it  never  oovid  be  distinotl;  shown  how  j 
•^  the  nation  into  war.  Vhj  ahonld  aniA 
■■n  be  entertalnedt  What  reason  can  there 
MtomdQlgesaobwprehenrione!  Ofonetbio^ 
lb.  Cbuimsn,  I  feel  T«r;  oonttdent :  if  we  h^ 
,  M  "  the  miHtarjrdtieftsln"  for  onr  President 
k  1314,  thia  Oapittd  woold  not  have  been  laid 
■  ■■&««.  After  such  a  bet  as  thb,  dr,  I  hope 
wpowaaion  ctf  some  ndlitar;  skill— the  nn  of 
wuigfcNig^tfortheoonntr; — willnotbeni^ed 
■■nobjeotion  to  an  offloer  whom  7007  oouti* 
"■m  makes  the  ocHnmander-iiHihief. 

Ob  motion  of  Ur.  IfrroBiLL,  of  Sontb  Caro- 
bus  the  committee  then  rone,  and 

OB  Eonae  a^jonmed. 


WaDRBSD^T,  Maroh  92. 

AtoMdmmtt  <if  M«  Oonttiiution. 

The  Honae,  on  motion  of  Ur.  UcDdtvib,  again 

vent  into  Ocnnmitt«e  of  the  Whole  on  the  itate 

of  the  Union,  Mr.  MoLun,  of  Delaware,  in  the 

ehidr,  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  tiie  oon- 


Ur.  UnCEXLL,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  wonld  en- 
deavor to  ahow,  f  rat,  that  tbiS  plan  of  eleoting  a 
Prewdent)  proposed  b;  his  ooUeagoe,  (Ur.  Ho- 
DimiB,)  was  not  on];  more  liable  to  abuse  than 
the  [jreeent  a;Bteoi,bnt  easentiall;  jmpraotioable. 
If  hia  oolleagne  objected  to  Oongreaeional  Oan- 
cnses,  oompoaed  ot  dietingiUBhed  persona,  re- 
aponaible  to  the  people,  and  high  in  their  oonfl- 
denoe — whose  opersdoos  are  oondncted  with  all 
the  pnblidt;  and  acdemnit;  of  Legialative  pro- 
oeedjn^— be  wilL  If  Ua  reeolntion  be  adc^ed, 
expoae  the  people  to  the  maohinalkina  of  dea- 
pwato  intrignera,  without  character,  withont 
cheek ;  whoae  insidiona  i^ots  will  be  hatched 
and  execated  with  the  aUettoe  and  oonceafanent 
oftreaaon.  If  he  otj^ecta  to  tlie  present  mten, 
because,  ^  an  arithmetical  anppodtioo,  it  maj 
be  made  to  qtpear  that  a  mlnorit;  ma;  elect  • 
Preddent,  s^inat  the  will  of  the  majorit;,  (tbr 
no  aooh  caae  waa  alleged  to  have  eiiBted,)  frtnn 
IJbe  verv  nature  and  effect  of  his  plan,  smaltw 
minoritiee  will  eleot  to  that  office  peraons  on- 
known  to  the  great  bodr  of  the  eleotors ;  witb- 
oat  talent  to  snggest,  witliOBt  address  to  effeo^ 
or  pablio  oonfldeooe  to  snstaln  th^  measnrea. 
I^  b;  the  present  plan,  the  oonstitated  antbori- 
tiea  are  liu^  to  be  oornipted,  hv  the  proposed, 
the  poison  will  be  more  widel;  dUflised— 4t  wiD 
be  carried  to  the  altar  and  the  flredde— it  will 
work  into  the  blood  and  the  heartoT  the  ooanbj. 

Ur.  U.  said,  his  second  gnxmd  fbr  oppcdw 
the  amendment  was,  beoansetheioeseiitorgant 
cation  of  the  eleotOTal  system  was  easentiallT 
oslonlated  to  conoentrate  pnbUo  <^lnion  on  tiiosa 
who  deserve  pnblio  oonfideoce— to  «Jeot  men 
most  distinguished  fbr  intecrit;  and  abilitleai 
Bnt,  if  it  owild  be  proven  that  it  waa  not  pro- 
dnotive  ot  this  h^p;  reanlt ;  if  It  even  fUled 
every  alternate  time;  still  it  wae  so  essential  to 
the  aoverelgn^  ol  the  States  and  their  sorer* 
eignh  so  essential  to  the  tibertjes  of  the  peo- 
ple, mat  he  wonld  feel  diuMieed  to  rettdn  it 

Ur.  U.  erid,  it  had  been  artAill;  contended, 
tliat,  b;  the  adcq)ti<m  ot  these  amendments,  the 

>le  wonld  have  more  power  in  the  eleotira 

reddent  The  f^  is  not  so.  B;  tiie  oon- 
stdtntion,  as  it  now  stands,  the  people  have  a  sov 
ereign  control  over  the  eleetion  of  their  electors. 
The;  can  deot  them  b;  geaersl  ticket,  b;  dis- 
trieta,  or  hy  the  Le^atore.  On  the  contrary, 
the  plan  of  bis  colteagae  proposed  to  tske  fhsn 
the  people  of  the  States  this  sovereign  power 
— thu  nnreatr^ed  freedom  in  the  mode  of 
choosiiig  tlieir  Ohief  Uagistretc;  and  to  aay  to 
them.  Ton  shall  eleot  ;oQr  eleotors  b;  districts. 

Ur.M.  ndd,  notwithstanding  these  conviotiona, 
he  wonld  not  have  trespsssed  on  the  oommittes 
if  the  amendment  had  not  been  propoeed  by  pas 
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of  his  oolleagnes,  and  he  had  no  reason  to  be- 
UeTe  that  it  was  in  express  contradiction  to  the 
will  of  the  people  of  Bonth  OaroUnft.  The  res- 
dntion  to  aaopt  the  Distriot  Sjstem  had  been, 
for  ten  rears,  to  his  knowlodge,  befbre  that  peo- 
ple. It  had  been  proposed  by  tbr«e  diOwMit 
Btatu,NorthOarolina,N«wHampBhire^andKeT 
Jersey,  to  three  EnooeaaiTeL^ialatiii«a,  of  wbioli 
he  was  a  member;  and  it  had  beea  dther 
evaded,  or  poeitiTely  r^eoted.  Even  at  the  last 
eesdon,  the  amendmeita  under  dlKOirion,  be 
nudersiood,  had  been  reoommended  by  the  Qov- 
enor.  in  his  message,  and,  when  called  vp,  had 
been  mdeSaitdlr  postponed.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable  as  the  result  of  Qie  last  Presidential 
election  had  operated  with  nnei^eoted  wveritr 
on  the  feelings  of  the  people. 

Mr,  K  said  he  wonld  now  reonr  to  his  po- 
dtioD— that  the  plan  of  his  oolleagae  to  eleot  a 
Pr«eident  wM  bnpraotioable ;  that,  by  it,  no 
deotjon  conld  be  eSeoted.  What  does  ne  pro- 
pose to  do  t  In  the  flnt  pUoe,  he  etripa  the 
House  of  BepreeentatiTes,  and  the  State  Legis- 
latnrea,  of  all  agenof  In  the  eleetion.  Se  sajs  to 
them,  ''yonare  not  trostworthr;  jon  are  eor- 
ruptitle ;  yon  may  be  tampered  with."  Oan- 
onsea,  of  all  sorts,  are  proeoribed.  He  then 
divldQg  the  United  States  into  two  hundred  and 
rixty-one  diatriots,  like  the  squares  of  a  oheoker- 
botid ;  each  district  te  to  eleot  an  elector,  and 
these  Sectors  are  to  meet,  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  capitals  of  thete  States,  to  vote  for  a  Presi- 
dent: the  electors  of  Uaine  at  Portland;  of 
Oecwgia,  at  Milledgevllle ;  of  Hissoori,  at  St 
Lonis ;  and  (J  New  York,  at  Albany.  How 
ean  an  election  be  eff^ted  in  this  way  t  How 
etm  a  m^ority  be  united  in  fovor  of  any  one 
candidate,  by  deotora  at  saeh  vast  distanoea, 
withoQt  the  possibility  of  oonoert  or  withont 
the  operation  of  an  intervening  body,  by  which 
their  views  might  be  previoosly  oollaoted,  di- 
gested, and  Bsowtained  t  What  is  an  election  t 
It  is  tne  common  wilL  arising  ont  of  the  com- 
mon nnderetanding  of  the  uectora  How  is 
this  effected!  By  oommnnioation  of  ideas,  by 
Interohange  of  views,  by  compromise  of  interests, 
1:^  concession  of  fbeliiue.  Yon  most  bring  the 
weoton,  aomehow  or  ouier.  in  contact.  By  way 
(dMllnBtration,  nppoee  eaon  of  na,  on  onr  arrive 
at  Waahinston,  at  the  oommenoement  of  the 
■esBOD,  had  been  oooflned  to  his  chamber,  with- 
oot  the  posdlHli^  of  oonunnnioatioD,  and  direot- 
edj  wUh  a  list  of  the  membeninonr  handa,  and 
a  foil  knowledge  of  tltwraharacters,  to  vote  for 
a  Spcakei^^ow  long  would  it  be  before  a  mft- 
jorilj  of  US  would  nnite  in  fkvor  of  one  indi- 
vidoalt  Not  until  doomsday.  But  let  us  ae- 
■emble  here  aa  nsnal,  and  how  quickly  is  the 
dection  effected.  At  the  first  ballot  thete  would 
be  three  or  four  candidates;  the  highest  on  the 
list  might  have  a  very  small  minority  of  the 
whole;  at  every  suooesnve  baUoting,  he,  or 
■ome  otiier,  would  receive  an  aocesnon  of 
■tzength,  from  the  foiling  in  of  those  who  were 
at  first  averse  to  him.  Notwithstanding  this, 
his  ultimate  Bnooeaa  would  be  aoqtdesoea  in  by 


all,  and  the  bosinesi  rf  the  people  would  move  on 
with  its  usual  eeleri^  and  advantaget  Mow, 
this  is  the  effect  of  ddiberatioii,  of  wions  and 
painful  calculations  of  hope  and  disappoint- 
ment, of  oonoeesion  and  equivalents,  among  tlte 
electors.    A  Presidential  eleotirai  oaimot  other- 


Mr.  M.  sud,  that  it  may  be  oI{]ected,  that  our 
electoral  oollegee  have  always  voted  In  thia 
manner  in  their  respective  e^titals,  and  ttMt 
they  have  found  nodiffiaoHy  In  etectangaPrea- 
Ident.  True ;  bnt  this  has  bem  owing  to  the 
intervention  of  the  House  of  ItepreeMit«live& 
The  people  of  the  States  have  been  brought 
into  contact  hy  the  deUI>erationa  at  Washing- 
ton. The  mults  of  coni^jlcaons  men  wvn 
there  discussed ;  their  otsims  to  public  confi- 
dence compared ;  the  political  principles,  inter- 
ests, and  pr^odioea,  of  the  mfibremt  seotiona 
asoertained  and  recondlecL  and  the  candidAtes 
•elected,  and  recommended  to  the  qualified 
votws  of  the  States.  Oongress  did  that  which 
it  was  the  oonstitntional  dnty  of  the  electoral 
colleges  to  have  done,  bat  which  they  ware  un- 
able to  do  from  tlieir  distance  from  each  other. 
This  election  has  been  hitherto  effected  by  Oon- 
gress  and  the  people  of  the  States.  The  elec- 
toral colleges  have  done  nothing  more  than 
write  the  votes  of  the  pecrole,  and  tranamit 
them  to  Washington.  The  Oongreesianal  oan- 
ouB  did  not  arise  from  the  spirit  of  intrigue, 
bat  from  neoessity.  Had  the  constitution  as- 
sembled the  electors  of  the  States,  and  fiHmed 
them  into  one  body,  the  election  would  have 
been  effected  by  them,  and  a  Oongreaaional 
canons  would  never  have  existed.  But  it  ia 
equally  clear,  that,  without  this  assemblage  tX 
the  electoral  oollegea,  or  the  interventioa  of 
some  general  repreeentative  body,  to  ednoe, 
direct,  and  oonoentnite  pnbUo  opinion,  that  Uie 
people,  scattered  over  ttus  immense  conntry, 
ignorant  of  each  other's  views  and  interests, 
and  having,  each,  views  and  interests  of  tbdr 
own,  liable  to  the  imporitions  of  a  venal  preaiL 
and  to  the  arts  of  ambitions  demagoguea,  wilt 
never  harmonize  so  as  to  effect  an  election. 
The  direct  effect  of  the  amendmnits  will  be  to 
engender,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  knots  of 
iutriKoers,  who  will  divide  and  distract  the 
people^  and  embitter  their  feelings,  and  who, 
oeiig  Irrecponsible,  will  not  core  by  whtX 
means  Oter  effect  thdr  ends. 

The  dei^  of  the  constitution  evidently  waa, 
that  the  nendent  ihonld  be  chosen  by  tha 
{>eople  of  the  States,  in  their  collective  oq>ad- 
ties,  as  distinct  independent  ocmmunities ;  that 
the  principle  of  representation  was  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  conduct  of  this  election — tha 
people  to  vote  for  electors  chosen  from  them- 
sdves,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  who 
were  to  choose  a  Preddent ;  uid  on  fiulnre  of 
the  electors  to  elect,  the  States  to  decide  in 
tbeir  sovereign  equal  character.    Here  is  no 
splitting  cf  oommnnitiee — no  waning  of  mi- 
.......  .      ..__.  m^orjtiea — no  corrupt  and  u~ 

I  between  the  diatriots  of  o 
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rf  tbtir  remectivft  aodeiliea.     The  chd^e  4f 
dtdoni^like  a  law  <^  tlie  SUte,  tiia:  will  of 


ted  fDrmed  one  bo^,  not  cnlf  wonld  no  Oon- 
pvwnul  cuuniB  utve  ever  eziBted,  bnt  it 
TD«ld  not,  Mice  in  &  oentnrj,  have  ever  been 
icftmd  to  tbe  Statce  In  the  Hoow  of  Bepre- 
mMtcb.  The  real  politioal  qneation  ia,  can- 
ntHw  people  elect  th^  President  b;  repre- 
■BtttiTCat  If  they  ou  make  laws  here  and 
Aiout—if  tixef  can  do,  what  ia  still  more  im- 
fortut,  diangB  their  oonttitation  of  GoTera- 
uttt,  I17  lepraaentaliyGa,  why  can  they  not 
(hoon  their  Preaident  by  i^veaentativee  t  for 
Ttet  tt»  deetora  bat  leprMentatiTea,  ohoeen, 
Ek»  thcca,  by  tbe  peopl^  from  among  them- 
•dTMl  Of  neceaaity  thia  moat  be  done :  the 
mnifitml  low  ^  tpoM  and  Mtnd  re^vire  it. 
K  jod  nuke  it  poj^ilar,  or  by  diatnota,  yon 
vil  B«T«r  efibot  an  eleot^m,  or  it  will  be  iner- 
iUlj  effisoted  by  aelf-created  representativee, 
(MOHn,  politiidsDB,  M  what  ron  please  to 
(dtbttn. 

Xr.  U.  a^d,  tbe  inevitable  remit  of  tbe  pro- 
KMd  eluDge  is  not  only  to  multiply  oandi- 
m*,  bnt  to  bring  forward  candidates  of  a  dif- 
fentt  diM  or  order.  Instead  of  having  the 
PMtnKnof  tbe  Oonfederacy,  yon  would  have 
Bt  pit  mra  of  the  State.  The  temptation 
*mu  be  iiTetutibl»  to  ■mbitiooa  intrigidnff 
MB,  who  bad  not  the  poWc  conndenoe,  and 
^  w«e  iMoroerienoea  in  Btat«  affUra,  A 
maltf  man  ha^ng  the  inflaenoe  of  a  State,  and 
nuwisgUiatafew  additional  TOtee  tcvm  eaoh  of 
tb»  i^joiiiii^  Statea  wonld  give  him  a  plontlity 
atng  tua  eompettton,  and  thai  enable  him 
to  tpttu  before  the  peo^e  of  tbe  United  Btatea 
"  »  cadidate  t<x  Oie  Preddemiy,  wonld  Im- 
Hdiatdy  aet  to  work.  He  would  resort  to  tbe 
Tibit  irta  of  intrigue  to  aooompliab  Ilia  pnrpow. 
Ibfte leading  men  he  wonld  hold  oat  the  al- 
■"■ntnta  of  office ;  with  another  olaaa,  he  woold 
■1^ thegranest meana at  venality  and oor- 
"i^oa.  He  woDldaddreaahimaeIf<Ureotly  to 
n*  PMsoDS.  State  pride,  seotloBal  intereat, 
*™  Iterate  in  his  fhvor.  He  wonld  have 
Uiltdy  the  advantage  of  a  man  at  a  distwee, 
?w«enit  aorioea  and  tried  virtoe  wonld  not 
Nbewn  to  the  great  niaaa,  er  if  known  at  aD, 
vnld  odI;  be  fUt  by  their  reason.  I  venture 
toj^that Ko  w  twdve osndidateB,  with  their 
™^iiti  and  depend^nta,  their  herda  of  petty 
*w  nattwed  throogh  the  towns,  the  dtaea, 
"jttfta  emmtiy,  Ac,  &o^  wonld  throw  tbe 
"wCnion  into  a  state  of  moat  vioiona  fer- 
■"Jj^n.  Bribery,  perjniy,  tnmnltnona  dli- 
™™'Mi,  dnmken  and  flottonona  ezoeaaes 
^  ■  v«  hare  aaen  fake  plaoe  in  onr  Oongres- 
■end  deotioiia,  in  the  large  oitiea,  wootd  pro- 
wa  atoeraM  AT  a  right— tbe  prondest  right 
tf  ihcaita--whioh  slwold  only  beexeroised 
■a'ltiwpaKrt  and  best  fbeUngs.  Takeanez- 
■5**.  AanaUmiiwri^oftwenty-fiveorthlrtr 
"■<*<nlTot(i.glveaUr.  A^  of  Dlin^  andl&. 


B.,  ti  Sooih  Oarolina,  ptnralitiee,  and  according 
to  the  ayatem  of  the  gentleman,  tbe  Senate  wiQ 
have  to  presMit  tbnn  to  the  pec^e  of  the  Statea, 
who  are  to  choose  one  of  them  as  Pmsident,  by 
a  vote  in  mass.  What  wonld  the  good  citiieu 
of  Boston  say  I  Why,  I  never  beard  of  either  of 
these  candidates  in  my  life — am  I  compelled  to 
vote  fbramon  of  whom  J  know  nothing?  He 
would  inqnire  of  hia  member  of  Congress,  who 
would  be  unable  to  inform  him.  lie  wonld  then 
rewrt  to  the  editor  of  his  newspaper.  Mr.  Edi- 
tor would  know  all  about  Ur,  A.,  of  Ulinoia. 
He  had  seen  a  biogr^hical  sketch  of  him  in  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  taken  from  the  litta- 
bnrg  BeotHder,  extracted  from  the  Star  of  Cin- 
cdnnati,  direct  boia  tbe  Herald  of  Ulinda^ 
where  tbe  candidate  lived,  which  proved  that 
Hi.  a.  was  one  of  the  wiseat  and  best  of  men. 
And^  for  fifty  dollars,  these  independent  and 
patnotio  editors  wonld  Impose  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  Grattan's  obaraeter  of  tbe 
elder  I^tt,  as  a  anitablepictDre  of  tbe  virtues  and 
talents  of  l£r.  A-  of  lUinoia,  who  might  be  at 
heart  a  aballow,  iQtrif[uing  fallow,  who,  by  the 
basest  arts  of  eorraptiott,  nad  cooled  the  elee- 
tora  of  Ub  own  and  the  neighboring  States  to 
give  him  their  votea  as  President.  Could  yon 
prevaU  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
for  him  }  Would  you  be  able  to  rally  a  rnqjor- 
ity  in  hia  favor)  Wonld  the  people  of  the 
States  mah  to  the  polls  and  struggle  to  lift  A. 
of  Ulinoia,  or  B.  of  South  Carolina,  to  tbe  prond 
pre-ecnliMncet  Bnt  admit  Mr.  A  sbonld  be 
elected.  IFhat  a  spectacle  I  The  Chief  Ma^ 
trate  of  a  Confederacy  of  twenty-fonr  sovereign 
States  leaves  hia  retirement  on  the  Wabash  for 
the  oqiital  of  the  TTnited  States.  Where  are 
the  breatbleee  crowds — the  trinmphal  arches — 
tiie  military  diaplaya — the  files  of  village  youths 
and  maida  strewing  hia  path  with  flowers,  and 
ft^igbting  tbe  air  with  gladsome  pieana !  Where 
the  bur^ng  accJamationB,  which  speak  a  na-  - 
tion'e  joy  at  tbe  promotion  of  a  man  to  the  chief 
ma^strai^  who  had  beoome  sacred  in  their  eyea 
I7  a  fife  OT  spotless  intiwrity,  of  inflexible  firm- 
ness, a  virtnons,  neeftil  uborerln  theirservioet 
His  arrival  at  Washington  ia  announced.  Does 
it  inqtire  nniversal  eonfidenoet  Does  it  ealm 
aoxietj'  t  Does  it  harmonize  tbe  distraotdona  erf 
party  t  He  has  now  to  choose  bia  Cabinet.  Ia 
tie  oapaUe  of  aeleoting  those  whose  firmnesa^ 
city,  and  reeonree,  would  assist  him  in  his 
inltlest  What  wonld  be  his  embarrass- 
ments I  Ignorant  of  onr  foreign  aff^ra — of  the 
finances — of  the  organixation  of  tbe  army  and 
navy — he  wonld,  at  every  step,  have  to  consult 
treaties,  ststatea,  reports,  files  of  manoacript 
letters^leikis,  aub-clerica,  and  the  veiy  menUs 
of  the  Depsrtmenta. 

Bnt,  said  Ur.  U.,  why  are  not  candidates  erf 
tJiis  sort  now  brou^t  forward — electors  meat 
in  tbe  sevnal  States,  and  are  liable  to  be  q>er- 
atedonf  He  would  answer,  on  acconnt  ot^the 
sgency  which  the  State  Leglalaturea  and  House 
of  BepresentativeB  have  in  tbe  election.  It  is 
beoanae  tbe  framers  <f  the  emstitution  avtdded 
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Introdaoe,  of  veating  th«  election  aAtlj  in  the 
qoalifled  voten — beoaow,  to  04Hnplet«  the  act 
of  election,  all  branohes  of  the  Oorenunent 
mnat  oo-opemte — each  acta  and  ia  acted  on — 
aadt  oootrols  and  is  oontroUed.  The  State 
Legialataree  have  their  check,  in  directing  the 
miMe  of  appointing  eleotorg — the  House  of 
Bepro«oatatl7aa  ita  check,  in  the  nllimate  de- 
daion;  both  are  reaponmble  to  the  qualified 
Tolera  for  the  faithful  exeroise  of  thai  powen. 
The  candidate  mnat  present  himself  to  each  in 
torn.  Addraaa  on  nis  rait,  and  facilit7  on 
theirs,  maj  gain  over  a  aumoient  number  <tt  the 
qnalifled  voten.  State  pride  and  aeotional  in- 
terest may  OTeroome  the  election  of  oontignona 
Legiriatnrea ;  but,  when  he  haa  gone  ao  far,  bia 
wort:  ia  not  yet  done.  Ee  then  naa  to  poaa  the 
inspection  of  the  House  of  Bepreaentatifea  of 
the  United  States — a  tribunal pr<»id,  JealcHis,  and 
intellectual,  whiob,  if  subdued  at  all,  muat  be 
subdued  hj  main  atrength.  Hia  pret«nrfonB 
are  there  examined — enaljEed  with  the  heart- 
laaanesa  of  anatomical  diaaection — compared,  not 
with  the  merit  of  those  who  move  in  bis  liinit- 
ed  aphere  at  home,  bat  with  that  of  men  from 
erety  part  of  the  Union,  fit  for  the  most  com- 

Slioated  afiidrs,  and  struggling  in  a  career  of  ar- 
uona  competition.  It  iathia  organization  which 
eompels  the  citizen  to  aaoend  bj  the  ordinary 
steps;  to  go  through  the  preparatorjinitialiona. 
But  what  haa  been  the  operation  of  this  sjs- 
tem !  Out  Goyemment  hu  existed  for  thirtj- 
tight  years.  We  have  had  ten  FresidentUl 
electiona — two  of  them  decided  bj  the  Honae 
of  Bepreaentatives,  and  aix  different  Presidente. 
The  gentleman  admits  that  five  of  these  have 
been  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  the  very 
best  men  of  the  Confederacy ;  and  a  very  lar^ 
portdon  of  the  Union  will  say  that  the  Mxth  is 
not  nnwortlt;  of  hia  exalted  station.    Ia  not 


Mrlenoe  I  la  it  not  in  our  flavor  I  What  does 
he  o^j^Mse  toltl  Theoryl  speonladiwl  anjmo- 
rititiona  oases  I  hjpothetioal  reasoning  I  The 
deotioos  have  been  exposed  to  all  the  abuses 
which  he  dreads :  oombinationa  of  the  large 
Btates — oBtirpationa  of  the  Legislatures — anp- 
presdonof  minoritiea  by  m^oritiea — defeats  of 
mi^oritiea  by  minoritiea—oancaaee — political 
managers — patronage  of  the  Preaident— oorm^K 
tibility  of  the  Represantatdves.  And  yet,  in  fire 
Inatancea  oat  of  aix,  he  tells  us,  the  people  have 
chosen,  and  chosen  the  beat  men  of  the  Confeder- 
acy. What  is  this  but  saying  that  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  electoral  system  is  aaoh  as  to  con- 
centrate the  will  of  the  people  on  those  who  de- 
aerve  their  confidence !  And  haa  oor  ship,  dur- 
ing thia  period  of  thirty-six  yeara,  conraed 
over  a  summer  sea !  What  vicisntodee  I  War  I 
Peace  I  the  tranMtion  from  polilioa]  weakness  to 
ptdltical  steength  I  Faction  dividing  the  Union, 
and  excitii^  the  fiercest  and  moat  implaoable 
passionsl  l£edownfallofoDepartyaiidtheiise 
(tfanotbw.    The  expansion  of  the  Oonfaderaoy 


plaMiH,  1890. 

fnm  the  Lakes  to  the  Gnlf  of  Hexioo— frran  th» 
Alleghany  to  th«  Weatam  bonndarj  itf  IGaaomit 

Ur.  U.  sud,  that  his  colleague  was  led  into 
error  from  the  iN^Uical  view  which  he  took  of 
the  people  of  this  ooontry.  He  appeared  to 
consider  oa  as  having  originallT  be«i  one  na- 
tion— that  we  were  aft^varaa  divided  into 
States— that  the  State  GovermneiitB  grew  oat 
of;  and  are  snbordinate  to,  the  Ooubdersto 
Government,  and  that  evei^  approach  towards 
nationality  ia  an  approaohmg  of  the  people  aC 
the  States  to  their  natural  and  perfect  condi- 
tion. Ee  denied  thia  to  be  the  case.  "Bom 
Oovemment  at  Washington  is  nothing  moro 
than  an  exoreaoence  of  the  sovereign  power  at 
the  people  of  the  States — a  mere  CkmfedoraiOT — 
created  aa  each,  and  intended  to  be  created  ao 
such ;  and  where  it  differs  in  ita  aelioa  frMa 
QovemmMils  of  that  kind,  it  is  only  that  it  m<7 
be  more  violent  aa  a  Confederacy — a  thing  of 
neoessi^ — of  bargwn  and  sale  between  tbo 
people  of  the  St^ea,  in  which  each  tried  to 
obtun  the  beet  terms  they  could;  and  which 
were  examined  and  re-examined,  modified  and 
re-modified,  tnmed  and  twisted,  and  finally  cx- 
preesed,  with  the  oantions,  critical,  distmeting 
precision  of  an  English  conveyancer. 

Host  not  tidi  be  his  principle,  when  he  advo- 


the  people 
r  and   agea 


the  Statee,  as  endt,  the  j 
which  they  have  in  the  Execnrave  oranoa  « 
thia  Government;  whiob  goes  to  destroy  the 
respondbility  of  that  great  i^oer  to  the  people 
of  the  States,  by  tnaUng  bis  eteotiiw  depend, 
not  on  them,  but  on  the  people  of  the  natitm; 
which  goea  to  tnm  his  eye  from  the  few  to  tba 
many — from  the  weak  to  the  strong!  The 
people  of  Sonth  Oarolina  have  a  poaitive  p(ditl- 
cal  power  in  the  election  of  President,  whicA 
creates  his  responsibility  to  them — of  poww 
based  on  fixed  principles — of  power  aa  cwtain 
as  arithmetical  relations  can  make  it — of  pow- 
er as  distinct  and  as  diatingniahaUe  aa  the  So- 
vannah  River,  which  divides  them  tixMn  Geor- 
gw;  and  I  hope  in  Qod  that  I  may  never  live  t» 
see  the  d^  wnen  they  consent  to  ^ve  it  up. 

This  power  should  be  exerdsed  by  the  SbiteiL 
The  constitution  haa  siud  so.  "Each  Stato 
shall  appoint  electors  in  such  manner  as  the 
L^islatare  may  direct."  How  can  a  State  ap- 
point! Only  in  two  ways — it  has  but  two  ot^ 
gana  of  will  and  action,  the  L^ialatore  and  the 
people.  A  State  ia  a  body  politic,  (aee  Vattdj) 
which  oan  act  only  by  lis  Government  or  utt 


Board  of  President  and  Directors.  The  ri^it 
to  snob  a  Preddent  is  a  great  sovereign  ri^it. 
which  should  be  exerted  according  to  tiie  wiQ 
of  the  majority,  in  wh<^  the  exendse  cf  tfaa 
sovereignty  is.  Eence  the  absurdity  of  the 
District  Sratem,  which  divides  and  ^pportaoM 
it,  and  makee  the  spring  of  its  exerdse  personal 
feeling.  The  m^ority  of  the  pet^le  gorcm 
the  whole  State,  makee  laws  fbr  i^  direeta  il> 
internal  and  external  policj,  and,  ttf  oonn^ 
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Nght  to  ■?  w1m>  dnn  ba  thai  magiatnte  irboM 

fow  moM  «&eta  tb«M  tdtarMtiiig  nbdoiui 


itTtlieF«dmiUit,the  8tat«R,K 
ltopM^<ftiMBtatM,aMrain«aeiitad  ii  ' 
bMotiTa  QoTtaBBMnS  Iqitt' '"**■ 


llatftheSlataa 
On  I7  ttM  Senate  u^  Howe  of  Bepreattiite- 
tiTM.  I  ^raa  eotirelr  widi  tiie  gaoUeman 
trail  Mtaaacbnaetta,  (Mr.  Sthmkit,)  that  we 
kwDoti^t  to  amend,  hj  deBtrojIng  a  gnat 
a&ai  power  of  the  Statco.  The  pontion  atar- 
tladiiiBit&st,Bait  atartled  all  of  ns;  bat  I 
M  by  the  prmte  that  H  ia  gaimng  nODud.  It 
biwJMUid  profoend  prindple.  Itisworth 
^  th*  ^ilendid  and  moot  enviable  npntation  of 


Jemntt  . 
Aad  who  woaU  dedre  to  take 
fan  Ihe  people  of  the  Statea  tUa  aovweign 
li^;  who  would  deaire  to  aeetlte  power  of 
Gonraments  diminiahed,  ao  neeaaeary  to  the 
ttntaiee  <rf  this  QoTenuDent,  end  to  the  pro- 
MiMKifottrlibertieel  6appoae  the  worat — 
Oe  BMMt  hnmOiating  of  alt  dtaaatera,  wbioh 
laght  have  takoi  eraot  daring  the  late  war; 
am  ID  eoeDj'a  fleM  ahonld  aail  np  the  river 
Prtmac,  and  mrprise  and  take  all  the  fiino- 
tiouriea  of  thia  Qovemment,  EzecntiTe,  Leg- 
Uilit^  and  Judicial.  Sttppoeethe^HlioiildBta- 
tioD  ■  miUtarj  force  here  in  our  Oapitol,  and 
.  nir  a  ftvrign  atandard  on  it*  dome.  Thia 
nnld  efltet  no  revfdndon.  The  Statea  poa- 
mm  a  tedeeming  energy,  bj  which  the  Natitmal 
Gonnimeiit  wonld  be  revived,  in  alt  ita  vigor 
Bd  intcgritr.  Eaoh  Governor  would  aawmble 
bu  Ltgidataiie,  and  provide  fbr  the  national  ca- 
hoitj.  Thinga  voald  go  on  aa  nsnaL  Foroee 
vmld  be  raiaed,  taxea  finpoaed,  jestioa  admln- 
yttni,  propertf  and  libei^  pn^eeted,  and,  b; 
nmdamtMwting  among  the  Btktee,  an  election 
tx  tL«  fonotionariee  of  thia  Qovenuuent  would 
b*  bad.  No  anorohy,  do  ohange  in  th»  distri- 
Mai  d  nvereign  power.  In  like  manner, 
(nqnnt  would  be  imposiible.  The  deaolati<m 
■id  captme  ^  <ue  Stale  would  onl7  preaent  to 
^victorioaa  fbe  a  pJ'w'fiMir  t^  aovereigna  anp- 
girting  Meh  other,  and  reftdj  and  eager  for  le- 
■tnce.  Bat  the  eziatenoe  and  power  of  theae 
OvTOnmaita  are  eqnall  j  neoeeaar;  to  the  pro- 
Mien  tt  oar  Ubertiea.  What  realnina  thia 
^(Matnre  within  he  orbit  t  What  prevenU 
w  tuction  and  enforeement  of  laws  violating 
Mrhlwrtieat  The  Federal  Court  I  TheSapreme 
^wt]  Ibat  orectnre  of  Uie  Enonllve— that 
*l«deat  on  the  Le^alatnre— that  oo-orduiate 
«  boih,  hivji^aH  th^  aTmpathiee,  tl^r  hopea, 
tbcbaazietieal  Ther  reatrain  the  enoroaoh- 
■>utaar  tb«  other  braoohea.  llioee  aeven  or 
«fftfaeMe  old  men  reab^n  this  Qovemmeatt, 
""""wwliiHi  the  reeoorcee  of  thia  immense 
"{■■fcderacr,  >nd  able,  at  any  moment,  to  d«- 
Priva  tliam  of  power  b?  bmpeaohment,  or,  hj 
rabtiug  thur  outj,  to  foroe  them  oat  of  office  1 
Xo,rir;  it  ia  State  power  which  reetraiua  na— 
BwTuginia,  PomarlvaniiL Masaaohuaetta, ^ 
vhubraatoainaua.    It  ia  this  power  wUoh  re- 


pealed the  ali«Bi  and  aedilion  laws;  which  aa- 
■ihUated  the  system  of  bankrapti^;  the  former 
invading  the  hber^  ot  the  freeman,  the  latter 
poiacolng  his  nM^autj'.  I  am  jawaivd  to  saf 
mwe,  tir,  bat  I  am  ediansted,  and  will  troubto 
TonnomiKe. 

Ur.  MrroHKti,  d  Tennwwo,  a^d,  that  ha 
considered  the  oneetion  as  one  of  the  greatest 
ooueqneaoe  to  the  pet^le  of  the  United  States. 
Persona  of  all  partlee  SJid  pcAlieal  persnaaions 
were  looUng  np  with  great  aazietr  to  the  de- 
ciaionof  thia  Eouae,  and,  thoiuhmaeh  time  had 
been  spent  in  the  diaenaadiM)  of  thia  meaanre,  it 
was  noUiing  more  than  what  was  expected  bj 
the  people.  Those  who  anteitained  a  fiavOTable 
h<^  tut  SB  smendmeDt  of  sune  kind  would 
be  praqtosed  to  than,  as  wdl  as  those  who  an 
opposed  to  any  tUtmtioo  whatever,  have,  sod 
aa  expect  this  suUeet  to  nndergo  the  moat 
thoroo^  investigaoon  and  unwearied  Bttas- 
Hon.  Hr.  IL  said  be  did  not  deem  it  so  mwdi 
a  maUer  of  iniportanoe  bow  gcaitlemen  diflbred 
im  the  great  qaesti(»  now  under  discuasioa,  ai 
that  the  true  gr — ^-  -  — •■  •  "^  -  *^~ 
should  be  made  K 


B  mind  at  the  tne  stateooan. 
I  do  not  riae^  air,  said  Hr.  H.,  under  the  taw 


a  deaire  to  show  with  what  taoilit]'  J  can  tri- 
umph over  an  adreraair.    If  I  ahall  be  able  to 


(Mr.  Stobm,)  is  not  invulnerable,  I 


wbieb  all  the  aubeeqnent  argtnnenta  ot  tboae 
who  are  oppcoed  t«  uie  reeomticHia  of  the  Mn- 
tleman  from  Booth  Csrolina,  were  foniraed. 
And,  in  anawerii^  that  argument,  an  anawer 
material  foaturee  of 


would  be  given  to  all  the  n 
the  other  aMoments  on  the  same  dde.  Bd^ 
waiA  lir.  IL,  Define  I  enter  npmi  sn  ezaminatioii 
at  the  argument  <rf  the  gentleman  fi^nn  New 
York,  t  most  be  permitted  to  bestow  a  abort 
notice  upon  the  argnmeat  of  the  gentleman 
trom  South  Oandina,  Qfr.  UrohkixJ  who  baa 
Juat  taken  Ua  seat  He  wonld  not  attempt  to 
Mow  Oiat  gentleman  in  bis  meandering  oourae ; 
that  would,  indeed,  be  a  wild-goose  cbaae;  nor 
wooM  he,  u  the  coorae  OF  bla  remaika,  attempt 
to  follow  the  gnitleman  fr«n  Massaehiuetta, 
(Hr.Evnm.)  Hr.  H.  said,  while  the  gentle- 
man waa  speaking  I  waa  amnaed,  I  was  delist- 
ed; bis  i^eecb  u>d  the  same  ^bot  upcHin!i& 
that  a  well-stronK  musical  inatmment  wonla 
have  in  the  hsnoa  of  a  mastmij  performer, 
}£t  feelings  Joined  in  the  nnison  of  sound ;  but 
when  Ota  fingers  were  removed  ttam  the  vi- 
brat(M7  string,  the  murie  died  npoo  atj  ear:  no 
impreeidon  waa  left  upon  mv  uDOiBturbed  mind ; 
no  idea  advanced  made  its  impreaa;  it  was 
"  like  the  mnide  of  Oarrol  along  the  bUli  of  ai- 
mwa;   it  waa  pleaaant,  but  moumM  to  iba 
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•ool."  Thile  it  ooDtinned,  it  reached  the  ew 
with  melod  J,  but  when  the  Bonnd  wM  gone^  the 
mbfltaaoe  was  lost 

The  geatlmun,  in  e&eot,  Mnptu^oallf  tella 
na  that  we  most  not  attempt  to  improTe  hj 
experience  in  the  march  of  time.  IF  tliis  bt 
bMie,  all  joor  institationB  for  educatioD ;  all 
yoar  oonunon  Bohoola,  where  tlia  first  radiments 
of  an  education  are  ^ven ;  all  your  academiea, 
where  the  fonndatioo  of  Doience  ia  laid ;  yonr 
nomerona  colleges  and  nniversitiea,  where  the 
mind  is  enriched  with  seienoe  and  literatare, 
and  tanght  to  expand  itself  hj  the  dictates  of 
wisdom — these  are  sJl  of  no  use  or  valne,  and 
ba  vain  we  attempt  to  dimb  to  the  enp<da  of 
■eienoe  and.  rirtne,  if  the  human  mind  is  not  to 
b«  improved  bj  uie  toaroh  of  dme.  We  are 
told  ij  the  geotlemaa  from  Haaaaohiuetta  that 
onr  anontors  poiaeaaed  tntelligeooe  in  a  greater 
extent,  and  mnoh  more  emi^nt  degree,  than 
onrselves.  If  to,  t^raj  with  all  your  semi- 
naries ;  they  have  proved  nnprofltafale.  Ap- 
propriate no  more  aohod  Amda,  locate  no  more 
tohool  lands ;  the;  will  bring  yon  no  return. 
Oeue  aU  your  attempts  to  liKht  np  the  lamp  of 
knowledge ;  its  dim  tight  will  bnt  obsonre  and 
miHlead,  The  Brgoment  was  stdU  more  extra- 
ordinary, as  ooming  traja  one  who  had  sindied 
antiqiiity  in  hooka,  and  sabeeqnently  bad  en- 
joyM  the  advantage  of  testing  the  aoonraoy  of 
the  knowledge  he  had  tkna  acquired,  by  ooolar 
demoMtraiioiL 

Ur.  IL  said  he  woold  beg  leave  to  notioe  an 
observalioa  made  by  another  gentleman  from 
Kew  Tork,  (Ur.  Woon,)  who  had  last  spoken. 
That  if  he  had  rightly  imderstood  his  loneaage, 
he  had  sud  tiiat  there  was  a  theoretical  error 
in  onr  Government,  and  experienoe  may  prove 
it  to  beso  in  practice.  That  the  Soiatehad  too 
mnob  oontrol  ov«r  the  ExMnUve^  which  might 
oooarion  oolliMon  brtweot  them ;  that  the  Ex- 
eontive  poascMe*  coly  the  power  of  nominating 
laxtaga  Ministers,  and  the  Senate  the  power  to 
rqjeot;  that  the  Senate  onidit  not  to  possess 
any  greater  power  over  ambosaadora,  thaa  to 
TeoaQ  them,  two-tlurda  of  the  Senate  oononr- 
ring;  thit  wooid  be  in  oooordanoe  with  Yattd, 
witb  wluch  the  gentleman  did  not  ocmonr  in 
ita  wbd«  extent. 

If  the  gentleman  held  that  doctrine,  it  is  not 
only  MenU,  bnt  nltra  federal,  and  snch  as  hod 
not  been  heard  in  this  oonntry  ^oe  the  dark 
days  of  '08.  Sir,  let  this  dootnne  be  tolerated, 
and  it  will  not  be  ncccnoary  that  the  oonstitn- 


a  mere  ti«  volo  will  only  be  neoenary  fter  the 
exercise  of  it 

[Here  Kr.  Wood  rose  to  explain ;  and  said 
that  he  did  not  himself  hold  that  doctrine ;  that 
he  was  only  giving  it  as  the  aentlmenta  of  Yat- 
teLl 

Mr.  Ohairman,  s^  Mr.  H.,  the  Ezeontive 
has  already  as  mneh  power  given  to  him  as 
any  friend  of  his  oonntry  woold  wish  him  to 
possesB.    Has  he  not  the  power  of  nominating 


every  officer  of  the  Qovernmentl  and  ia  not 
this,  in  effect,  Uie  power  of  ^pointing  t     AB 


dent ;  and,  onlees  the  fienote  has  strong  reaaona 
whioh  forbid  their  consent,  the  appointmeiit  i> 
made,  and  it  is  mode  by  the  Premdent  altme. 

Bir,  I  will  agree  that  the  framers  of  the  oMt- 
etitntion  were  wise :  bnt  I  comiot  agree  with 
the  gentieman  tnaa  Yirginia,  ^Mr.  Abohm,) 
that  they  were  poseesaed  of  inspiration.  They 
were  men,  eir,  who  oonld  listen  with  potienoe 
to  the  thoughts  of  each  other.  They  cMild  fpve 
and  take,  to  arrive  at  on  agreement.  If  they 
could  not  get  all  that  they  wished  adopted 
they  wOTe  willing  to  take  a  part,  and  to  agree 
to  a  D(»npromise  of  powers ;  and  they  were 
what  we  onght  to  be,  too  mild  and  too  intelli- 
gent eooh  pertjnaolonsly  to  adhere  to  faia  own 
opinion ;  and  Uiey  oonM  yield  the  minor  fat 
the  major  proposition;  they  were  greet,  b»- 
oanse  they  were  good ;  they  were  calm,  dispel 
sionate,  reflecting — not  pnrening  the  coniae  of 
yonr  connty  court  lawyers,  only  onxiovs  to 
show  with  what  fooility  they  ooold  pat  down 
an  adveraory  In  organiBnt  They  spoke  from 
the  heart,  and  their  langnoge  reached  the  heart; 
their  speeches  were  not  mechanically  prepared 
in  the  closet,  and  l)ronght  cat,  and  vended  in 
market.  Bnt,  great  and  good  as  these  mea 
wer&  they  were  bnt  mere  men ;  they  partook 
of  the  common  frailty  of  o&r  race,  and 
were  hi^^dy  sensible  of  it;  they  did  not  set 
themselvee  np  aa  models  of  iofailible  wiadom ; 
they  were  consoioos  of  the  imperfection  of  thdr 
own  prodnotion,  and  recorded  that  conadons- 
nees  in  the  fifth  section  of  that  instroment^  by 
ingrafting  a  otanse  for  its  own  ameudmeot; 
they  knew,  that,  oa  time  rolled  on,  the  oiraam- 
stances  and  the  c^Mcity  of  the  oonntry  woold 
be  changedr— and  they  have  changed.  They 
never  dreamed  cS  oompiling  a  ocmstitnthHi  to 
snit  all  times  and  all  drvninstanoea;  aitd  the 
fidUbility  c4  that  great  aasonbly  is  olearir 
evinced  by  the  nnmerons  amendments  whioh 
have  already  beeo  introdneed  and  adopted  m 
part  of  that  eMutltation.  Twdve  or  tiiirt«a 
■mendmmta  were  mode  almost  as  ooon  as  that 
inatnunent  was  completed,  and  which  are  not 
leas  to  be  admired  thou  any  other  clause  of  thit 
excellent  instmmenL  Yet  the  gentleman  ads 
how  we  eon  lay  onr  saioril^om  hands  upon  aa 
instramenl  so  perfect  t  The  oonstitntion  itself 
famishes  him  an  answer;  and  the  very  wnda 
of  the  amendatory  olooBe  give  a  positive  refdt^ 
tion  to  oU  that  part  of  his  speech.  The  ^enti»- 
man  tells  na,  that  mate  mast  attempt  tins  toak 
but  those  who  are  already  sages.  And,  sir, 
how  are  we  to  beooroe  lOMtf  b  itmi  tUi 
floor!  Ko,sir;  it iaby ■ta^incinoardoset^ 
andiaoaroBioesatlKinie;  It  is  by  taming  over 
the  volames  of  antiqnity,  and  by  Boiling  book 
the  stream  of  time  to  the  dj^s  of  Bdon  and 
Lyenrgns;  by  living  contemporoneoasly  with 
the  worthies  of  anUqnity ;  ■"■^t^■''"g  their  moi> 
als,  and  adiqfting  tMr  phUosi^y ;  improviiv 
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br  th«dr  TiitOM  asd  porting  frcsn  tbeii"  er- 

Vbcn,  nr,  joa  am  in  pnmnt  of  tlie  fedei«- 
ti««  prineipla,  you  miwt  IwA  to  th«  Seuato 
hwtefa  of  tbe  Natlraul  hepdatan.  Sir,  it  is 
than  tbat  Um  Statei,  u  Mpante  and  independ- 
ant  ■orenamtia^  aot  apon  tba  ftdaratiTe  prin- 
ai|d«.  I  will  Bt*,  dr,  take  your  State  to  fUiia- 
tnta  mj  Tiews  upon  thiB  sabjeot;  IviUnot 
ka^nej  pocv  little  DeUwara  to  de^h,  aa  most 
ha«»  done  wbo  hare  MMwded  me ;  I  will  take 
Uode  laland,  MMptmMW  ^tr  iti  taietUi,  tar 
vqr  examine,  to  ahow  tlie  operation  of  thi*  *  ' 


•rthe  £ 


),wl>ere  that  State 


da  iQMMt  ft  fbotiiu;  of  equally  with  Uie  ^«at 
BBof  New  T<^  PeIlIl]^vaDU^  and  Virginia. 


kemf  the  BepreaentatiTea  of  the  State,  in  its 
asgregate  and  Sovereign  otipadbf — being  eleet* 
adTaad  brooght  into  politioaleziateDc&bf  tlie 
•■17  and  impar  o^aa  of  tba  Statey  tite  Legiala- 
tara  tbereo£  Tbia  aaaemUr  erf  the  State*  of 
Hwal  reprcaentalaim,  waa  wiaaly  formed  to  pn- 
fort  tbe  encroaolinMmt  of  the  large  States  npoa 
Oa  intareata  of  tbe  nnall  Statea,  and  for  tbe 
■waertion  of  tbe  equal  rights  of  both,  fiat  it 
■  obvkma  that  the  popular  feature  was  intended 
ta  be  praaervad  in  the  ofganiiatitak  of  tbia 
BoiaaL  Tbe  nmnber  trf  BepreaentatiTes  from 
aadi  State  depended  upon  tbe  ratio  of  popnla- 
IkB :  MM  ODtT  bmi^  allowed  to  vnrj  80,000 

>  here  the  popular  pmcifM  is 

federal  ia  in  the  Ben^ 
a  from  New  Tork  taje,  the 


lodnd,«*tl 
HMsaBtl 


He  SUMa  will  nerer  agree  to  an^  aoob  amend- 
■Bt;  that  it  would  be  taUngfirnn  them  their 
wrareign  eqnalitj,  witboot  pring  an  eqniva- 
latt;  wd,  in  tbe  next  breath,  be  mjt,  that  the 
btriet  ^atem  woold  fritter  awaj  the  lai^ 
Stato^  and  talce  from  them  the  power  of  pre- 
aerring  their  wdght  and  importance  In  the 
Unioc^  and  theret^  deioire  them  ftom  preeeat- 
'  ng  an  mtdiTided  phalanx,  in  a  Freaidential 
dbetion.  Tbe  leaoltitioiw,  air,  on  roar  t^e 
■e,  in  general  teima,  pointing  ont  the  broad 
fcaance  of  an  anwmdment,  co^^ing  (mlf  the 
piBd^e,  witboot  being  entang^  In  the  mi- 
aatiHi.  Bot  the  ai^omenta  are  need  as  if  tbey 
we  to  aaavme  no  other  diape^  which  ia  qnito 
iteefHre.  How,  I  wonld  aak,  oan  the  anall 
Btataa  loae  an^  uing  hf  tbe  propoaed  amend- 
■entet  Whatdo  the  amaU  States  now 
Aat  ther  wonld  loae  b;  tbe  propoaed  c 
KotbiBg,  air,  bot  what  waa  tbonght  by  the 
mtioa  that  framed  tbia  eoostitatjoa,  a  mere 
POaaibilitT — that  is,  of  beins  placed  npon  a  foot- 
ing of  eqnalitf  with  the  urge  Statea,  in  tbe 
eieetionof  the  laatreaort  in  this  Home:  for,  in 
the  fnt  iiutance,  thejr  oan  onl^  be  felt  aooord- 
hig  to  the  gravltT' of  their  popnlalion,  and  there- 
fan  poaaeaa  no  iDtMV  power  at  present  than  Is 
pmwised  bj  the  amenmncnt. 

Bat  it  ia  aaid  that  tbe  district  sratem  will 
taadtoaowwoiidaMonoftbeStotea.     ' 


ration  of  tbia  kind,  to  me,  is  pnerile  and  idle  in 
Will  not  tbe  State  Lenalatorea 
,aodaaUier 
le  tame  leg- 
islative powers  In  tbe  enactment  of  laws  t  Wul 

■  " "xeotttive  and  {t< 

lot  possess  the 
.  ,  inniinpal  regnla- 

ti(msf  Is  anj  right  ther  OQ^t  to  possess  token 
from  the  States  I  Bo  the?  lose,  as  gentlemen 
Boppoee,  all  power,  when  tWr  Legialatiires  are 
permitted  no  longer  to  dirMl  tA«m*«lMs  to 
appemt  ehgtcin  f  '  I  answer,  no.  It  wonld 
seem  that  gentiemen  imagined  that  all  the  in- 
trineio  power  of  State  rights  were  involved  in 
the  mere  act  of  appointing  electors  There  ia 
nothing,  in  these  argomentB,  sir;  tbe^  are 
mere  vanitj  ood  vexation  of  spirit :  the  more 
they  are  probed,  the  more  will  their  follaoj  b« 
exposed.  Tbe  States  will  be  what  they  now 
are — tbeir  fuodamental  law  tbe  same;  they 
wiU  poaseas  tbe  same  sovereign^,  and  the  peo- 

ee  more  freedom ;  thdr  Le^aturea  will  s^ 
I  thdr  propw  aoverdgn  organs,  possessiiw  aU 
th^  legitimate  Amctions.  Bnt^IwUl  a£ntt, 
rir,  that  tber  will  no  longer  posaess  the  power 


trato  tbe  wiahea  of  the  jpei 
~  promotdnp 


of  por^  maidunen',  to 
)f  the  pei^ile,  for  um  p< 
defeat&ig  a  particolar  ]ri«ri- 


teporpoae 


dential  candidate. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Obairman,  turn  my  attention 
to  anolber  amment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  Qb.  Stosbs.)  Thst  gentieman  said 
that  if  tlie  morer  of  tbe  amendment  waa  rinoare 
in  bis  wishes  for  an  equal  diatriet  ^stam,  be 
mnst  give  np  his  argnment,  or  go  one  step 
brther,  and  ptit  the  lk«e  voters  in  dl  the  Statea 
on  a  footing  of  equally,  and  abtdish  the  pro- 
vison  in  theoonstitntiMi,  which  pnta  the  tfare^ 
fifths  of  the  black  popolation  into  the  Bonthem 
Boole.  Sir,  is  it  not  strange,  psssing  stavnoe, 
indeed,  that  no  topic  <d  debate  can  arise  in  this 
Eonse,  let  it  come  from  where  it  m^.  or  relate 
to  what  it  will,  tmtonr  negroes  most  be  hsnled 
into  the  qneetion,  and  made  a  black  book  for 
guitlemen  to  hang  t^Ktii  %  Why,  sir,  I  wonld 
ask,  is  this  argument  need — is  it  by  way  of  re- 
fieotion  i  We  of  the  Sonthera  Stotce  are  not 
to  blame  in  this  matter;  tbe  evil  was  in  tbe 
ooimtiT  )>«£»«  we  were  bom ;  it  was  co-exten- 
sive with  tbe  Oolonlal  ayatem  that  peopled  this 
conntry ;  tbe  evil  was  entailed  npon  ns  by  our 
&therB — by  the  cruel  and  relentiess  acts  of  tbe 
mother  country.  We  are  not,  we  cannot  be, 
respooMble  for  its  existence.  Bnt  I  wiU  teD 
you,  sir,  who  is  responsible  for  ite  continoanoe 
from  the  date  of  the  convention,  to  tbe  year 
1808,  The  framers  of  this  tranaoendent,  this 
immacnlato  eonstitction,  which  gentlemen  have 
Anmd  so  &nltlesB  in  all  its  parta,  are  the  per- 
sona who  are  to  be  blamed :  yes,  sir,  matly 
blamed,  because  tliey  ndght  have  broo^t  tM 
importation  of  theee  tmbj^y  b^noa  to  an  end 
at  the  tijne  the  oonstitotion  was  adopted ;  but 
instead  thereof  they  Inaerted  a  ^ttvidon  whioh 
anthorixed  its  oontinnaaoa  to  tita  yaar  1806. 


;  Google 
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A  genUemu  from  Bhoda  Island  Qtr, 
Pciwn)  has  gooe  into  a  oalcnladon,  to  show 
that  tbou  poor  slaves  have  twentj-five  RepT«- 
wntatiTea  apon  this  floor.  I  will  not  taj  that 
I  am  opposed  to  all  arithmetioal  politidana; 
but  I  wUl  aa;,  that  I  vibrate  to  the  &et  that 
thej  are  represented  here,  and  I  r^oloe  that 
(Le^  are ;  their  nnhappv  ritnation  enntlee  them 
to  our  personal  Bjinpaaiiea  and  our  legialatare 
proteotion ;  and  u  that  gentleman  does  not  feel 
this  sentiment  toward  them  as  hla  fellow-bdngs 
of  tbe  same  great  bmilj,  be  baa  denied  the 
fiath  and  is  worse  than  an  infldel 

I  have  alreadj  attempted  to  show  that  a  oan- 
ona  y  the  oreatare  of  B  facdon,  and  that  it  can- 
not eiiat  among  the  people  ^nerallj.  Sir,  I 
live  in  a  State  where  the  di^ot  sysletn  pro- 
nils.  I  know  notbing  of  those  local  oanonses 
of  wUeh  the  gentlonan  has  ^token.  I  know 
nothing  of  those  dark  and  myrterions  midol^t 
oooolaTes  that  dread  tbe  light  of  Heaven.  I 
have  never  been  in  mm  4^  than  in  mv  life,  nor 
do  I  think  thej  are  needed,  nor  can  l£ey  nator- 
aUv  follow  the  adt^doD  of  a  distriet  afrtam. 

The  gentleman  fiom  Sonth  OaroUoa  (Mr.  Ibi- 
aau,)  un  that  a  oanens  at  this  place  is  In- 
diqMDsabiy  neoeasaiy  for  ooUeoting  and  nnitlng 
the  pablio  will ;  and  he  makee  this  Hoose  a  vast 
iDminaiy,  and  we,  hb  its  divet^g  nje.  are  to 
^spense  its  iDblime  light  to  the  peripheir  of 
this  extended  Ooverament  I  have  said  al- 
ready, sir,  that  the  great  body  of  the  pe<q)le 
eaooot  be  oormpted.  They  therefore  need  not 
gattker  themselvea  together  into  secret  meetinga, 
to  form  secret  plans  and  eeoret  designs,  lliey 
have  no  deidgng  bnt  those  of  eelf^ireservation, 
and  tbe  general  good  of  alL  They  ponest  tlie 
proper  intelligenoe,  and  are  endowed  with  a 
proper  temper,  to  choose  a  Preddent  for  themr 
aelvee.  A  President  thoeeleated  will  be  armed 
with  tbe  great  sword  of  their  will. 

I  am  of  lawfo]  age,  sir,  and  for  my  lifb  I  never 
have  been  enabled  to  see  the  mighty  diflereoce 
between  a  oaocn*  at  this  place,  and  elsewhere. 
I  am  myself  opposed  to  a  oaQons  here,  to  one  at 
Albany,  or  anywhere  else.  Bot  oertain  I  am, 
that  ute  oanons  here  cannot  be  darker,  more 
deadly,  or  demon-like,  than  some  of  those  which 
mnst  necessarily  attrad  npon  a  general  ticket 
system.  Ttdak  for  a  moment  sir,  of  a  eanoas 
at  some  twenty  or  thirty  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  dictating  to  ber  two  millions  of  popnla- 
tion,  (I  believe  I  exaggerate,  it  is  not  quite  so 
many— abont  1,600,000,)  and,  sir,  if  a  oanoos 
fall  grown  U  so  odions  ud  so  detestable,  a  oan* 
008  in  infimey  oon  be  no  better.  A  little  n^ue 
U  as  bad  la  a  great  rogne,  whether  he  steals  a 
MokniflB,  or  «  Preddenlial  chtdr :  ergo,  let  na 
nave  oaaoose*  nowhere.  Pnt  them  down,  nr; 
let  OS  have  ao  endttf  these  midni^t  cabals,  this 
{dotting  and  oontrivtng,  OHm  patent  machinery 
to  bring  a  man  into  power,  and  to  destroy  the 
people's  will.  I  know,  Ur.  Chairman,  that  tbe 
eancna  hare  was  establisbed  in  the  flrat  instance 
t^  some  of  tbe  most  able^  and  most  boncvable 
ItapnUteaos  of  tbe  oonntiy,  and  for  the  most 


wise  and  vtrtnona  purpose,  and  those  canons 
were  attended  by  some  of  as  intelligent  and  jp»- 
triotio  men  as  ever  adorned  this  HalL      Bnt 


still,  ar,  that  does  not  prove  the  oanooa  Rvstem 
U>  be  right.  Nor  is  it  here,  air,  where  sU  the 
wise  and vlrtnonsaasemUe.    Bnt  tbe  gentleman 


from  Sonth  Oardlna  (llr.  Hitohku.)  instiftea 
it  npon  a  stnnge  gioood,  indeed ;  as  the  onljr 
proper  means  of  oommmdoatlng  to  the  peiqto 
the  oharaoter  and  muMeations  of  the  pemoa 
for  whom  they  shomd  vote ;  and  this  deolar*- 
tion  is  pe^cated  on  the  idea  tliat  no  man  is  fit 
te  be  the  Chief  Uagiatnte  cf  this  Govemmcoit 
nntil  he  shall  have  aerved  an  qiprmlieeehip 
more  laborions  than  Uiat  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  To^  within  theae  spadoos  walla,  and  to 
have  passed  throngh  the  regular  grades  of  tbe 
deparMtenta,  nntil  be  shall  have  dfhnbed  to  Uto 
oiqtola  of  power.  I  have  already  attempted  to 
show  Out  this  is  nntber  the  centre  nor  the 
sonroe  at  intelligence:  and  that  th»<e  ara  men 
more  intelligent,  and  mr  more  virtnons,  within 
the  nnambiSona  and  private  walks  of  domeetio 
tranqnillity — thonsanos  of  whom  are  mnch  bet- 
tar  aoqnainted  with  the  biographio  history  of 
the  greU  men  of  the  Qovenmwnt  than  the  bert 
informed  among  ns ;  tiierefore  we  possess  not 
the  power  of  oommnnioating  to  tbem  tboee  n^s 
of  light. 

Sir,  yon  may  talk  to  me  as  long  as  yon  will 
abont  tiie  incormptibility  of  this  Hoose,  and  I 
shall  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  no 
ob}eoti(»i  to  the  President's  having  the^^wint- 


it  be  aa  extensive  as  yon  plMBa,  <mly  ke^  its 
allQrements  withont  ueee  walls,  and  ttom  oar 
aster  the  Senate.  Will  giving  to  the  Fre^ 
dent's  patrons^  this  direction,  place  bim  in  the 
ntootioQ  descnbed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  that  the  "very  pettiest  German  Prine« 
might  look  down  npon  him  with  oontemptf  " 
No,  sir,  he  woold  poseeea  all  the  power  he  oUj^ 
to  poaeesB.  Then,  sir,  onr  seata  will  be  worth 
the  baviiig ;  th^  sir,  the  pe<q>le  will  beUeve 
that  some  spark  of  patriotism  oooariona  ns  to 
occopy  them.  Bnt,  ur,  when  onr  only  oUcot 
in  coming  here,  is  In  porsnit  of  some  dszriii^ 
otBoe,  onr  seats,  if  not  ^te  wOTtMeee,  loee  at 
least  half  thdr  valne.  Sir,  we  cannot  oooopy 
a  more  pre-eminent  station  than  a  seat  in  tna 
Honse  of  the  people.  I  consider  myself  as  now 
ooonpying  the  most  important  office  witiiin  the 
ptt  of  the  people.  The  gentlemen  whose  names 
I  have  so  often  ennmersted,  seem  to  think  it 
against  morality  and  religion,  and  that  it  wonU 
have  a  tendency  to  reduce  os  to  a  savsge  atote, 
to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  we  conld  be  pnr- 
obBBed  or  bribed,  by  any  means  wbatever. 
And  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  with  great 
trimnph,  asks:  Was  Bayard  bon^tl  Vos 
Poinsett  bonght  f  I  anaww,  no,  sir  1  Bnt  tb« 
people  s^  Uiat,  when  they  took  their  woinU 
menu,  they  had  deserted  their  plaoe  and  their 
didy.     The  sentleman  asked,  with  great  en^ 
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Jam,  wM  Bsjaid  Ixxuhtt  Was  Poiiuett 
Inglitt  He  pansed,  wiui  a  kind  of  wlf-oom- 
dioncy.  ITIir  did  be  not  add  another  nune  I 
nf  did  be  not  go  throosfa  tlie  oatalo^e  of  es- 
at    WHf  did  fae  not  ask,  with 


._  ..    )  members  of  this 

bn,  b;  Ui  d«Mdl7Klene(L  tbe  id«a  that  Ola; 
*■  boD^f  One  would  be  naturally  led  to 
ttsk  K^  b;  hia  atopping  abort  where  he  did. 
fi^  bs  irbo  ii  brave  till  the  enem;  appears — 
■dlbtu  broi^bt  ia  view  of  point-blank  dan- 

aud  tlien  oowers  and  fiies,  has  a  braver; 
■  not  worth  a  bawbee. 
■  lb.  Chairman,  I  now,  in  oonolnsion,  aaj,  Utat 
ftipeoiile  ought  to  vote  for  Preddent  without 
tknimoaition  oreleotoTs;  that  all  the  States 
rf  lb  Dnioo  should  be  laid  off  into  distrioti ; 
tkt  Km  diitriots  of  a  State  dionld  oootain  an 
«;ad  ntio  of  popnlatioo,  as  near  aa  mav  be  ; 
■1  tbit  the  migority  of  eaoh  district  aboold 
ant  H  one  vote;  and,  in  the  event  that  no  one 
Anliggta  m^ori^  «^  tbs  whole  nomber  of 
ibntM  given  in  these  electoral  ooll<aea,  send 
Wktbe  two  biffbest  on  tfaeliit  of  oandidates  to 
dapaopk,  and  let  tbem  vote  direotlv  for  the 
MS  cf  tbmr  obmoe.  Bat  I  vUl  oaamdly  eaj. 
&tt,  n  that  the  election  ia  taken  from  this 
Bms^I  BhsU  not  have  anj  verf  great  feeling 
alodw  preference  to  be  given  to  tbe  district 
•<w&e  general  ticket  BTBton:  or  in  what  wa; 
jnduU  determine  the  election  in  the  last  re- 
*n,  to  that  it  ia  taken  ttom  tbia  House  and 
PK  to  Uh  pecq>le.  I  call  apon  you  to  reUeve 
BH  HoMe  from  all  temptation,  to  place  each 
■dewT  member  in  a  atnation  tbat  thev  can 
Mk  Willi  an  impartial  eje  at  all  administra- 
liM^  ud  all  tbeir  Eiemtive  acts.  Take  the 
dMiai  from  this  House,  and  all  this  will  be 
Add  Sir,  give  me  a  riddance  of  this  evil, 
■i  1  win  give  yon  all  yonr  powers. 

lbs  committee  tben  rose,  on  the  motion  of 
llr.BuM>m,irf'VB.,  and  the  Honse  acljODmed. 

Thusbiut,  Uarch  28. 
Weitem  Armory, 

_  It  Juu  JoHKBov,  of  Eentnckv,  offered  the 

Uwiig: 

fiMbt^  Tiai  the  Committee  on  MlUtju?  AUUi  _ 
K  atnctsd  M  report  ■  bOI,  aathorf Eing  the  Secre- 
^<f  Wit  to  sppoint  three  CommisiloDers  toaui^ 
i^ndnudne  tbe  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  upon  Uck- 
J  Bwr,  la  the  ooanty  of  Pendletoa,  In  the  Bute 
"jwodj ;  and  U^  upon  inch  mrrej  and  eiam- 
Min,  the  HIM  (hall  be  fimnd  soitable,  to  anthoi 
«  ue  PMiduit  of  the  United  Sutes  to  unu  t 
I*  otcttd,  tt  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend  iforeskid, 
'^Mri  utMry,  dmitet  to  those  alreadr  erected 
tt  ^dnSeU  Md  Harper's  Ferry. 

!■  mpM  of  this  resohition,  Mr.  Joebbox 
*Htiuot<Mqrse  of  ailment,  which  oontinned 
■w  lb*  bonr  allotted  to  the  conrideration  of 
i^wtandrtaolDUons  had  expired;  when 
ua  Bpiaker  interposed,  and  requested  the 


le  remainder  of  his  remarks 

Ammdmmt  ^  Vit  Conttitution. 

The  Eoaee  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
raittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  amendment  to  the  coustitaUon,  pn>- 
poeed  bv  Mr.  McDiims ;  when,  Mr.  BAnnoun, 
who  had  the  floor,  being  absent, 

Mr.  Wkbiu  addressed  the  committee. 

Mnch  time  has  been  spent,  sir,  and  a  great 
many  words  nsed  by  different  gentlemen  who 
have  gone  before  me,  to  show  the  trae  meaning 
of  the  word  BtAte,  as  used  in  the  oonstitntjon, 
in  relation  to  this  subject ;  I  intend  not  to  fol- 
low over  the  same  track,  bat  will  satisfy  mysdf 
with  observing,  that  I  care  not  whether  it 
means  the  gec^rapbical  limits  or  boundary  lines 
of  each  eoverragnty,  or  whether  it  meana  the 
L^slataresof  eadf — itreverteback  to  thesame 
thing.  If  gentlemen  please  to  have  it  so,  let 
ns  say  It  means  the  first,  the  boundaries  of  ter- 
ritory; why,  ur,  all  that  would  have  been 
nothing  but  wild  waste  land,  but  for  those  who 
inhabit  within  those  geographical  limits :  ther»- 
fore,  in  this  sense,  it  means  the  people.    If  yon 

K'  lase  to  say  it  is  the  Legialatores  here  meant, 
it  so.  It  means  the  peoi^ ;  becanse,  t^e 
Legislatures  are  the  people  in  their  Bepr«eenl- 
ative  delegated  character. 

Let  ns  look  at  the  rwnlt  of  the  geoeral  ticket 
systemr— and,  I  must  be  ezcueed  for  going  a  lit- 
tle more  into  detail  than  might  be  eiaoUy  ne- 
cessary here,  althongh  I  have  known  men,  sir, 
possessing  as  mttoh  good  sense  aa  moet  of  ns, 
perhsps  more,  that  £d  not  understand  the  ef- 
fect of  this  system.  We  will  take  New  York, 
sir,  if  you  please,  where  there  are  thirty^dx 
districts,  oonsequentiy  thirty-sii  eleot<H»  to  be 
elected.  How  is  this  to  be  done!  Why,  ia 
each  district  the  voters  are  to  vote  for  the 
whole  tMrty-six  electors,  thirty-five  of  whom, 
perliaps,  not  a  man  of  tbem  ever  saw  or  knew. 
How  are  they  to  be  got  to  vote  for  them  t  By 
only  one  posnble  mo&— that  is,  a  central  power, 
or  body  of  men,  who,  as  the  gentlemen  have 
agreed,  must  eziat  and  tie  looked  to  as  the  Ro- 
tators, to  fix  on  the  tbirty-six  candidates. 
Well,  rir,  we  find  th^  elected,  and  they  do 
every  thing  but  what  was  dedrable,  and  they 
retom  home;  and  as  the  people  in  each  dis- 
trict see  the  one  of  the  thirty-six  who  wa> 
taken  from  that  district,  and  bwin  to  condemn 
him  for  what  was  done,  he  replies.  Why,  don't 
blame  me :  it  was  not  my  faolt :  the  other 
tbirty-flve  that  yon  voted  for,  and  eleoteiL 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  as  I  wished,  and 
what  could  I  dot  Thns,  each  one  ezcnsM 
himself  at  home,  and  continues  to  rest  seoote 
on  the  power  of  those  dictators,  whose  will  hsa 
been  his  law,  against  hia  oath,  and  against  his 
country's  freedom. 

Sir,  before  I  sit  down,  let  me  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams's  warmest  Mends,  if  they 
wonld  really  be  fonnd,  by  their  actions,  willing 
to  rander  him  a  serrice,  and  all  who  luf  here* 
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alter  be  plaoed  in  a  utnatiw  rimiltr  to  t^e  one 
he  was  in — which,  to  believe  him  rinoere,  (and 
who  will  doubt  that  ?).  moat  have  been  almost 
intolerable  to  sDoh  a  man.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
niatT,  ISSfi,  OoDgreas  appointed  a  oommitt«e 
ot  three  sentlemen,  to  wait  on  l£r.  Adama,  and 
Mqnaint  Lim  that  he  was  eleetod,  hj  CcaigtMt, 
the  Prsddent  of  tlie  United  StatM;  ano,  on 
the  next  daj,  the  10th  of  Febrnarr,  aa  the 
jonrnal  of  tiiat  aeesion  shows,  Ur.  Adams  re- 
tmned '  an  answer,  an  eztxaet  of  whioli  I  will 
read.  "Gentiemen:  In  reoeiviDg  this  teeti- 
monial  from  the  RepresentatJiTes  of  the  people 
and  Statvi  of  ^  this  Union,  I  am  deeply  aennbl 
to  aid  . .  -    f.  .       . 


lion,  I  am  deeply  aenti 
onoer  whioh  it  baa  b 


given.'  AH  mr  predeowion  in  tbe  bi^  statical 
to  whioh  the  hroi  of  the  Honse  now  oaUs  m& 
hav*  been  honored  witii  m^oridee  of  eleotoral 
TOioas  in  tbdr  priniar7  colleges.  It  has  been 
ntf  fortane  to  be  by  the  dlrision  of  aentinwnt 
IweraUing  afflona  onr  ooantrnnen  on  this  oooft* 
rion,  in  competitian,  fMeo^y  and  honorable^ 
with  tbreo  of  my  fellow-dtlcMia,  all  juatly  en- 
joying, in  eminent  d^teea,  tbe  pnboo  ftiTor, 
and  ot  whose  worth,  talents,  and  eernoea,  no 
one  entertains  a  UKber  and  more  r«q»eotftal 
■enae  than  myselE  The  names  of  two  of  tbem 
were,  in  the  fdlfllment  of  the  proTisitms  of  tiie 
oonstitntion,  presented  to  the  election  of  the 
HoDse,  in  oonoarrenoe  with  my  own — namea 
doselj  associated  with  the  glory  of  the  nation, 
and  one  of  tbem  ftirUier  reoommended  by  a 
larger  mi^wity  of  the  primary  electoral  snf- 
tnigim  than  mine.  In  this  state  of  things,  eoold 
my  refotal  to  accent  the  tmat  dins  delegated  to 
me  ^Te  an  immedhte  opportmdty  to  the  people 
to  fonn  Mid  to  expreta,  with  a  nearer  approach 
to  nnanimity,  the  ot{}eot  of  tiieir  preference,  I 
thonld  not  hesitate  to  decline  the  acoeptanoe  of 
this  eminent  charge,  and  to  snbmit  the  deoioon 
of  this  momentoQS  question  again  to  their  de- 
termination. But  the  oonttitnldon  itself  has 
not  so  disposed  of  the  contingency  which  woold 
arise  in  event  of  my  refusal.  I  shall  therefore 
rep^  to  the  post  assigned  me,"  Ac.  Who, 
after  this,  among  the  Preudent  s  friends,  can 
oppose  the  rescdnljonst  They,  in  fact,  onght 
to  hare  been  the  very  men  bo  have  offered 
them.  Ur.  Ohainnan,  the  geoHeman  from 
Tiiginia.  who  had  obt^ned  the  floor  yesterday, 


to  this  honorable  committee,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  the  few  desultory  remarks  which  I 
have  ofltered,  in  my  own,  farmer-like,  cmde 
style,  ^e  the  floor  to  that  honorable  member. 
Mr,  WsEMS  was  followed  by  Mr.  Babbovb,  of 
'^rginia,  on  the  same  ride,  who  spoke  till  half 
past  S  o'clock,  wheiL  complaining  of  ezhaaetion, 
ne  consented  to  yield  the  floor,  with  the  nnder- 
atanding  that  he  wonld  oomplete  his  speech  on 
another  day.  BcTeral  genUemen  then  rose  to 
speak,  bnt  on  motion,  the  committee  kmb,  and 
b»&  leave  to  rit  again. 


FbmAT,  March  34. 

Os  Fsiteni  WiUen. 

The   resolmdon  offered    yesterday  by   Hr. 

Jahxs  Johhsov,  of  Eentncky,  relative  to  a  sor* 

vey  for  a  national  armory,  was  taken  np; 

when 

Mr.  JoHMKHT  resomed,  and  oonclnded,  tlw 


when  the  orders  of  the  d^  n 

B±TX!XDiL.r,  March  S6. 
Farutma  MiMtoa. 

Mr.  MoLaxi,  from  the  Committee  of  Vaj^ 
and  Means,  reiKMrted  a  bill  "making  ^iproprift- 
tions  for  carrying  Into  efitet  the  ^)pointinent  of 
amiseioii  at  theOongreas  irfFaaama;"  wliich 
was  twice  read  and  oommitted  to  a  Oranmitteft 
ntthe  Whole  <m  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  OBowsiHBBtXLD,  troax  the  Oomndttas  od 
For^gn  Belations,  mode  a  report  on  the  me»- 
sage  of  the  Prerident  of  the  united  Stataa,  of 
the  ISth  insL,  hi  relation  to  tiie  invitatioBB 
givw  to  the  United  Statea,  f^om  the  B^nUies 
of  Colombia,  Central  America,  and  Meceo,  to 
be  represented  at  the  Congress  abont  to  bs 
held  at  Panama. 

The  report  ctxidDdeB  with  areeommandafeai 
to  adopt  the  following  reaolntion : 

"  lUtalttd,  nut,  in  tlie  opiiJon  of  this  Honse,  ft 
li  expedient  to  spproprtate  the  funda  necessary  to 
enable  the  Freddeot  of  the  United  Slate*  t»  nnd 
Itioifllen  to  the  Congress  of  FMuma." 

The  report  was  oommitted  to  a  Committeft 
of  the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

UniUd  BtaUt  and  Stmti  Anuriea, 
Mr.  WiomTM  moved  tlie  following: 
Jietolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
Uons  be  instructed  to  inquire,  and  report  to  tliia 
House,  npon  whst  aatboritv,  if  any,  the  Hiiuster  ef 
the  United  States  to  the  Ke^dcan  Repablic,  in  Us 
ofBcial  chkrecter,  declared  to  the  Plenipotentiary 
oF  thftt  GoTernment  that  "the  United  SuteebaTe 
pitdgtd  lliemselTes  not  to  permit  anj  other  pow«r 
than  Spain  to  Incerfere  either  with  their  (the  6aiith 
Ameriein  Bepablics)  independence,  or  fom  of 
gorerament ;  and  that,  in  the  event  of  inch  an  at- 
tempt being  made  by  the  powers  of  Eoiope,  wa 
(the  United  Sutes)  wonld  be  compelled  to  take  the 
meet  effident  and  active  part,  and  to  bear  the  brnat 
of  the  contest.'' 

Mr.  WioKLiFFx  said  that  he  shonld  at  present 
do  no  more  than  explain  the  oliJect  oS  the 
resolution  he  bad  satnnitted :  he  wonld  do  it 
without  reference  to  any  qneetion  before  the 
Honse  tondiing  the  condition  of  the  South 
American  Kepnblics;  he  wonld  do  it  at  any 
other  time  as  readily  as  at  the  present ;  hat  ha 
thonght  the  Representatives  of  the  people  whs 
now  called  npon  to  say  whether  an^  noh 
aothority  had  been  given  to  onr  MmiaUn 
abroad,  and  if  it  had  not,  whether  it  ooj^t  to 
be  (pren.  The  membwa  of  the  House  mut 
have  ofaMned,  taxa  tho  docomenta  lud  « 
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thor  tables,  thttt  oar  JlCiiuter  near  the  GoTem- 
ment  itf  Uexico  had  Mid,  In  hia  diplomatic  in- 
IcreMrae  irith  that  GoTerniDeDt,  that  tbe  Got- 
(nuDent  of  the  IlDited  States  was  pledged  to 
mike  cafmBoa  cauae  nith  tbst  Bepablio  if  007 
rtlier  power  thao  Spain  ahonld  attempt  to  in- 
(tritm  in  Uke  qneation  of  its  independenoe. 
Ur.  W.  eoDsidered  thia  deokration  m  iDvolTiog 
■  qnettion  of  veightj  intport  to  the  people  trf 
tin  United  StatM;  acd  Ur.  W.  a^d  tliat  he, 
out  of  that  people,  wished  that  <]aeetioD  Dot 
In  dedded  npon  before  the  crisis  to  which  it 
■Itnded  ihoDJd  actcallr  arriTe.  In  the  mean 
Hmt  he  did  not  wish  that  the  declaratioD  of  an 
Dfficiil  organ  of  this  Government  should  induce 
Dtbm  to  believe  that  anch  pledges  had  been 
giteo,  nnlesB  that  was  actnaU^  the  fact  That 
neh  la  minion  had  gone  abroad,  and  that  it 
WIS  b«ld  by  Bome  of  tbo  Sonth  American  Got- 
enuiKnta,  the  docamenta  concloraTelj  proved. 
During  the  last  jaar  a  call  was  made  hj  the 
Xeiictn  Government  npon  that  of  the  United 
Stala,  to  be  prepared  to  redeem  its  pledge,  & 
ftench  fleet  having  then  recently  entered  the 
Tm  India  seas.  It  is  said,  by  others,  that  the 
dedanlion  of  onr  Minister  is  an  sssDrBnce  of 
tbe  cabinet  here.  If  snch  is  the  fact,  it  is  high 
't  should  be  known  and  nnderstood  In 


ttdi  wnntry.  The  only  authority  for  this  snff- 
mtku  with  which  he  was  acqiiunt«d,  Mr. 
V.  DbseiTed,  was  a  -paaaage  in  a  mees^  of  the 


iUe  Prerident  of  the  United  States  to  Congress : 
bat  he  did  not  conceive  that  that  conununioa- 
tioB  would  wMTAnt  oar  Minister  to  say  that 
mj  pitdge  had  be«n  ^ven  by  the  United  States. 
He  recollected  that,  at  the  same'  seesion,  a  reso- 
lution was  introduced  by  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  tins  House,  (now  no  longer  a  merober,) 
■faich  seemed  to  respond  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  Eiecntive ;  bnt  be  believed  the  reaolntion 
WM  never  called  np  or  acted  npon  by  the  Con- 
pm  of  the  United  States.  If  there  existed  any 
other  evidence  of  such  a  pledge  as  that  referred 
h)  b?  oar  lUniater  to  Mexico,  Ur.  W.  s^d  he 
Tt>  DDSpprised  of  it,  and  he  should  like  that 
^  Btate  Department  shoold  let  the  Honse 
buw  what  was  the  tme  state  ofthe  case. 

llr.FoBSTTH  observed,  that  it  would  be  need- 
leai  for  the  gentleman  to  direct  his  reaolntion 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  as 
ther  were  nnable  to  give  to  that  gentleman,  or 
to  the  Bonae,  any  information  on  this  subject, 
of  which  they  were  not  already  possessed.  It 
TM  obvious,  from  the  docnments,  that  the  gen- 
tknUD  stlnded  to  has,  in  the  execution  of  bis 
po*eti  as  a  Minister,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
■Mrutions  nven  to  him  by  his  Government, 
hdd  official  language  in  the  declarations  he 
»*^.  The  Bothority  hy  which  he  made  them 
i^  therefore,  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Gtstea.  Mr.  F.  coold  not  positively  say  that 
mr  Miniiter  to  Mexico  had  received  inatmc- 
^fu  to  use  these  particular  terms,  but  the 
Vhutter  mnst,  in  doing  so,  certt^nly  have 
obeyed  the  spirit  of  lus  instrncuons.  It  ^)pears 
ttiat  a  statement  of  tbe  language  he  badnsed 
V01.DL— 4 


was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  wproved  by  him  under  the  dire> 
tion  of  the  K«sident.  The  inqniry  wonld  be 
made  by  the  Committee  tm  Foreign  RelatiMia, 
if  they  were  so  ordered :  but  it  coohl  lead  ontj 
to  one  reenlt— that  the  Minister  need  the  Ifn- 
gntge  by  aothority  of  the  President    Mr.  P. 

g'wiuned  that  the  desire  of  the  gentleman  fknn 
entncky  was,  that  an  inquiry  ^onld  be  made 
into  the  propriety  of  saoh  langaage,  and  of  the 
instractions  on  which  it  was  founded:  if  that 
was  his  wish,  he  onght  to  make  the  langnaso 
of  his  resolution  more  spedfio.  It  woud 
then  certainly  present  a  very  important  qnes- 

Mr.  WsMTKB  thoD^t  the  motion  of  tbe  geB< 
tleman  was  of  an  extraordiooiy  character,  and 
one  which  deserved  more  considention  tuui  is 
Qsnally  bestowed  npon  a  mere  call  for  informa- 
tion. Among  the  aoenmenta  snbmitted  by  the 
President  to  the  House,  vaa  a  letter  tnaa  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  near  the  Govwn- 
of  Mexico,  in  wUoh  he  details  a  oonveraa* 


he  was  arguing  in  fovor  ot  an  allovanoe  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States,  of  an  equality  is 
commercial  privileges  with  the  States  of  Bonth 
America,  and  in  which  the  agents  of  Mexico 
were  resisting  snch  alktwanee,  and  insiatdng 
that  the  United  States  shonld  be,  in  thee* 
respects,  postponed  to  some  of  the  States  of 
the  South  American  continent.  lu  this  con- 
versation, it  appears  that  onr  Minister  referred 
to  an  opinion  commonly  entertained  in  the 
United  Stat«s,  as  to  the  interference  of  foreign 
powers  in  the  concerns  of  Mexico,  and  the 
other  new  republics ;  evidently  referring  to  a 
celebrated  declaration  by  the  late  Prudent 
of  the  Cnited  States,  on  that  satgeet  He  need 
tbe  term  "pledged,"  hut  it  was  plwn  that  its 
refbrraice  was  merely  to  this  declaration.  If 
the  olgect  of  the  resolution  ts  to  find  fault  with 
the  oondnot  of  this  Minister,  he  could  ncA, 
withont  more  information,  concur  in  it;  and  it 
seemed  scarcely  fiur  to  infer,  that  he  was  in- 
structed to  make  any  Improper  declaration, 
unless  there  was  some  proof  that  he  aotnallj 
as  so  instructed. 

fiot  if  its  otfject  was  to  ascertain  whether 
snch  instructions  bad  been  given,  tbe  call 
should  be  made  on  the  Executive.  Mr.  "W, 
enthely  agreed  with  the  ^tieman  from  Qew- 
^a,  that  no  information,  m  answer  to  this  in- 
miry,  was  to  be  sought  from  the  Committee  on 
'oreign  Relations.  He  had  no  ol^jection  thats 
caU  shoidd  be  made  for  the  instructions ;  bat 
nntil  farther  inqniry,  he  thought  any  inference. 
nnfovorahle  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
our  Minister,  ocght  not  to  be  indulged.  He, 
therefore,  was  induced  to  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table ;  but,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion, he  withdrew  it  at  tbe  request  of 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  who  explained  himself  as  hav- 
ing sMd,  only,  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  could  ^ve  the  Honse  no  InlbnaatUq 
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It  did  not  alreody  powesB— «11  tbe  •facta  vere 
iMfon  this  House. 

Itr.  WiOKUvn  observed,  thai  &o  gentleman 
from  MaiesoliosettB  wm  greatlj  miataken,  if  he 
■apposed  that  he  had  anr  intention  to  find  fuilt 
irith  the  OMidDct  of  the  disringaiBhed  individnal 
referred  to.  Eia  ineiperienoe  ia  legidalion 
might  have  pr«Tented  him  from  anggesting  the 
best  mode  of  obtainiiig  the  informatitm ;  bnt, 
he  had  conoladed  that  the  Oomouttee  on  Foreign 
Belatione,  being,  from  the  natnre  of  ita  dnties, 
in  intimate  oorreapondenoe  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Btate,  might  readilj  obt^n  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facta,  without  pnttjng  either  the 
Eooee  or  the  Department  to  the  trooble  of  B 
call  npon  the  Department  for  copies  of  instrac- 
tiona,  icti.  If  suoh  a  call  should  be  made,  per- 
h^M  it  might  not  sait  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ^ve,  t»  taUmo,  the  JnstraotionB  ^ven 
to  our  Mmistera ;  or  if  they  shonld  be  given,  it 
might  be  voder  an  iDjnnction  of  seoreo7 — ft 
mode  which  he  wished  ever  to  avoid. 

His  main  object  was  to  direct  die  attention 
of  OongresB  and  of  the  people  of  Uta  United 
States  to  the  qnesdon,  whether  any  anoh  pledge 
had  iMen  authorized  hj  onr  Govenunent,  He 
was  deeiroos  that  the  country  shonld  be  left 
free  to  act,  when  the  criMa  referred  to  shonld 
aotnatlj  arrive.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
langnage  of  onr  Minister  waa  official ;  and  he 
had  oMerred,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  be  oon- 
tradioted  or  qoestioned,  bj  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  was,  therefore,  forcibly  led  to  the 
Inference,  that  the  langnage  of  onr  Uinister 
waa  Improved.  B  the  reeolotion  was  to  be 
laid  on  the  table,  Hr.  W.  presumed  he  shonld 
be  permitted  to  call  it  np,  and  modify  it,  at  a 
fdtnre  moment. 

Ur.  BuoHASAN  said  he  waa  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Eentooky  had  brought  this  snbjeot 
before  the  House.  Upon  reading  the  docu- 
mente  which  aocompamed  t^  President's  Mes- 
■ape,  on  the  salfjeot  of  the  mission  to  Faiuuna, 
aaid  Ur.  B.,  I  ooufess  I  felt  alarmed  all.  the 
declaration  of  oar  Minister  to  Mexico.  I  am 
well  acquainted  both  with  the  intelligence  and 
the  prudence  of  that  gentleman,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  my  belief  thia  declaration  was  not  made 
withont  authority.  This  belief  is  strengthened 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  so  far  as  we  can 
Jndge  from  the  docnmenta,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  never  disavowed,  or  even  disap- 
proved, the  oondnot  of  that  Miniater.  Under 
these  cironmstanoes  the  avowal  of  the  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  Qovemment,  which  Mr.  Poin- 
sett haa  made,  b  well  calculated  to  alarm  the 
fbars  and  the  Jealousy  of  the  people  of  Uie 
DnitedStatM. 

Tinder  what  oiraDmstanoea  was  this  pledge 
avowed,  and  what  waa  the  relative  situation  of 
(hetwoeonntriesl  Oar  Minister  waa  negotiat- 
ing a  commercial  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  ahe 
had  refused,  in  the  most  podtive  terms,  to 
grant  to  Uie  United  States  a  privilege  which 
ue  had  extended  to  the  South  American  Be- 
pnblica.    Upon  this  occsdon,  he  olaimed  for  oa, 
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a  matter  of  right,  all  the  privileges  which 
had  been  granted  to  them ;  and  declared,  as 
the  foandation  of  this  demand,  that  we  stood 
pledged  to  protect  them  against  any  attack 
whidi  might  be  made  upon  their  independMma 
by  any  Eoropean  nation  except  Sp»n ;  and  in 
that  event,  ve  should  be  bound  to  bear  the 
brant  <iS  the  contest. 

Now,  sir,  if  Mexico  should  be  indnoed,  by 
this  poffltive  declaration,  to  grant  as  commer- 
cial privileges,  which  ahe  would  not  otherwise 
have  granted,  I  aak  tf  we  are  not  bonnd,  in 
honor  aad  in  good  futh,  to  carry  it  into  effect  t 
The  expressions  used  by  our  Minister,  were  not 
mere  idle  diplomatio  phrases.  They  were  need 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  commercial  advan- 
tages j  and  were  the  basis  npon  which  those 
advantages  were  to  reat.  They  were  held  out 
as  the  oonnderatioo — as  the  indocement,  to 
that  Qovemment;  and  it  is  fairly  to  be  in- 
ferred, frvm  the  doouroents,  that  they  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat«.  It 
is  time,  then,  the  American  people  ahould  in- 
quire, and  ^ould  distinctJy  know,  whether 
uiis  declaration  was  authorized  by  Uie  £xecn- 
tive  branch  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  sud  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  this 
time,  to  bring  into  discnsuon,  even  indirectly, 
the  iUsaioQ  to  Panama.  Upon  that  important 
Bulyeot  he  would  then  express  no  opinion.  He 
wished  to  know  precisely,*  whether  Mr.  Poin- 
sett had  exceeded  his  instructions  or  not.  He 
believed  this  knowledge  waa  all  important.  If 
the  Executive  had  determined  to  abandon  the 
coorse  of  policy  which  had  been  heretofmre 
pursued,  and  to  enter  into  entangling  alliances 
with  any  nation,  the  people  should  be  informed 
of  thia  determination.  If  such  were  not  the 
intention,  is  it  honorable ;  is  it  ocmustent  with 
onr  national  character ;  is  it  not  a  violation  of 
the  public  faith,  to  hold  out  a  pledge,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  deceiving  Mexico,  and  then,  after 
we  shall  have  obtained  the  privileges  which  we 
desired,  to  mock  at  their  calamity  in  the  day 
of  danger  t  Onr  intercourse  with  all  nations 
should  rest  upon  prindples  of  Justine.  What 
would  the  Government  of  Mexico  think  of  ns, 
what  would  they  have  a  right  to  think,  if  our 
Minister  shonld  bold  one  laogoaga  to-day,  and, 
after  we  had  obtuned  from  tLem  wba^  w« 
wanted,  we  ahould  disclaim  hia  authority  to- 
morrow? In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  subject  was  well  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  OoOE  ttoA  that,  on  consulting  the  dooo- 
menta,  be  perceived  that  the  gentleman  bad 
fkllen  into  a  Bnri»iHing  mistake,  in  tilie  infw- 
ence  tliat  the  language  of  our  Minist«r  had 
beut  reported  to  the  Department,  and  approv- 
ed. If  gentlemen  would  compare  tl)e  dates  of 
the  Minister's  letter,  and  that  of  the  Secretair 
of  State^  they  wonld  find  that  the  Secretary'^ 
letter  is  m  reply  to  a  previous  commnuieaticm  of 
the  Minister,  and  that  that  which  cwitains  tlda 
langnwe,  was  not  received  when  the  Secretary 
wrote  his  last  de^atoh,    Aa  to  the  ^edge  i»- 
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fened  to,  it  conld  mean  nothing  more  thui  tlie 
declmtion  of  Preudent  Uonroe.  Whatever 
^edge  had  bees  given  bj  the  United  Statee  to 
HuiM,  most,  of  coarse,  have  been  alreadj 
kiKnni  to  Ifexico,  or  to  its  Government ;  sa<Ji 
■  pledge  waanot  then  brought  to  ita  knowl- 
edge: for  the  UiniBter  BpcMUu  of  it  aa  one 
ilnadj  givBD.  The  plain  meaning  wbb,  a 
nferiaceto  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dnt— a  declaration,  hailed  thronghoat  this 
Nsntrj,  with,  perhaps,  an  impnident  enthari' 
um.  Mr.  C  had  do  objection  to  the  inqniry 
propoeed,  but  had  risen,  merely,  to  rescae  the 
DODdnet  of  the  Secretorj  of  State  from  a  mis- 
•pprebension. 

Mr.  HocsTOM  TOB6  to  addr^  the  Honse; 
bat,  the  hoar  allotted  to  resolntions  having  ex- 
prad,  the  Speaker  arreeted  the  diaonagjon. 

MamaehvittU  Militia  Claimt. 

¥r.  HofSTDS  moved  to  postpone  all  the 
orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill 
m*Uog  provision  for  allowing  oompenaation  to 
tlie  State  of  Uassschnsetta,  for  militia  services, 
n»den>d  during  the  late  war. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Honse  aocord- 
in^j  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ur. 
BccBAHAB  in  the  chair,  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Hahilton  opened  the  debate,  m  a  speech 
vhich  occnpted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

He  first  stated  distinctly  the  principles  on 
which  the  militia  claims  of  Uassaohnsettfi  were 
to  be  adjusted,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  AfiUrs,  which  he 
had  been  instructed  to  make ;  which  report 
prerides: 

Int.  That  the  claims  of  Xanachosetts,  tar  all 
ICElia  Mrricea,  rendered  during  the  late  war,  ihould 
be  indiicd  md  paid,  were  aflorded  in  complisnce 
nlh  reijnidtioiis  of  an  officer  of  the  Govemmeot  of 
tin  CaUed  Sutes. 

ScamJIf,  That  aU  Bervices  rendered  by  the  Hili- 
lii  of  tbe  State,  at  the  request  and  8iigge«tioD  of  an 
■Axr  of  the  General  Goreniment,  if  necessary  to 
Sc  defesee  of  said  State. 

TUnBf.  For  all  serrices  rendered  by  the  Uilitia 
<<  tk  Bute,  withoQt  sncb  request  or  soggestion, 
bM  M  rvpcl  actual  Inrarion,  or,  mider  a  veu-found- 
*d  >P)ireheiuioD  of  invaaion,  provided  tbe  nnmber 
■'  tbe  troops  called  out  or  employed,  were  In  due 
fnpoctioD  to  the  exigency,  and  were  not  tptvifitaHy 
wdUidd  from  an  officer  of  the  Oovemment  autbor- 
^loipply  for  the  command  of  tbe  same. 

Ur.  Hamtltos  then  applied  to  tbeee  prind- 
^  the  righta  of  a  common  defence,  which 
Mwthngetta  had,  onder  the  guarantee  of  the 
Ccnatitntion  of  the  United  StUes,  and  went  to 
■bow  that  the  uqjnstifiaUe  priucdples  of  con- 
tttv&x  which  the  State  of  ihaaachiuetts  had 
Kt  np,  in  the  opinion  of  her  own  authorities, 
ud  not  affect  the  question,  as  presoited  by  the 
^ot  of  the  Oommlttee  on  MIlitiiiT  Affaira. 
He  lud  dewn  the  principle,  that  the  mere 
■ronl  of  an  abstract  opinion,  by  tiie  anthori- 
«  of  a  State,  oosjit  not  to  (toprive  its  peajde 
r  aervicM  rendered,  wbo* 


in  point  of  fact,  this  opinion  ooaU  be  proved 
to  have  had  no  effect  npoD  the  character,  nae- 
fulness,  or  patriotiam  of  the  aervioea  w  ren- 

Ur.  H.  Qien  gave  a  brief  historical  aooonnt 
of  the  services  of  the  militia  of  Massacbusettt^ 
and  applied  the  facta,  growing  out  of  these 
services,  to  the  principles  of  a^jo^tnient  whicdi 
tbe  committee  hod  reported. 

He  then  appealed  to  the  Jnetloe  and  good 
feelings  of  tbe  House,  to  fix  on  aome  nrinciplei 
of  accommodation  and  adjustment,  by  which 
tliis  question,  which  was  the  fmitfol  source  of 
BO  maoh  eioitemuit  and  agitation  in  Ua9saehu> 
setts,  might  be  settled  forever ;  that  this  was 
one  of  the  most  holy  and  acoeptable  ofBoea 
which  the  General  Government  could  render 
to  a  member  of  this  Confederacy :  and  dwdt 
with  great  earnestneBs  on  the  oommon  ohori^ 
which  the  States  ought  to  display  to  ew^ 
other,  on  those  oocaslons  of  irritation  and  con* 
fiict,  growing  out  of  thoee  jealonaies  of  State 
power,  that  would  oocasionsUy  arise,  which 
were  only  perpetuated  by  nimeoessary  hoetili- 
ties.  reproach,  and  rebuke ;  and  concluded  by 
B^yiDE,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  AStin 
considered  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment Buffidently  vindicated  and  upheld,  in  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  tlie  claims  in  question, 
then  under  consideration,  by  restricting  the 
settlement  to  the  class  of  ci 


by  withholding  payment  in  all  other  cases, 
where,  in  point  o/  faet,  the  anoonstitufional 
opinions  of  the  State  antborities  of  Haesoohn- 


•etta,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Graieral  Govern- 
ment over  the  mUitia  of  the  States,  bad,  speoiS- 
coUy,  nwroMon  and  tffMt, 

Mr.  Davis  then  addreMed  the  committee ; 

Tbe  snbject  brought  under  consideration  by 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hakiltoh,) 
is  one  in  which  the  State  of  Massaohnsetta  ia 
deeply  interested;  and  if  I  were  not  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  it  to  a  Just  issue,  I  should  feel 
my  constituents  would  deem  it  a  censurable 
omisuon  of  duty. 

In  order  that  the  question  which  arises  ont. 
of  this  claim  may  be  ftdly  comprehended,  I 
shall  briefly  nolioe  the  history  of  the  transao- 
tions  connected  with  it  Eleven  years  have 
now  passed  away  since  the  events  of  which  I 
am  about  to  apei^  oocmred ;  and  if  passion  or 
pr^ndice  has  ever  mingled  with  the  feelings  of 
any  one,  in  forming  opinions  in  relation  to 
them,  time  sufficient  hu  now  gone  by  to  re- 
store a  oool  deliberate  judgment,  and  to  enable 
us  to  look  npon  them  with  the  same  candor  SB 
upon  more  remote  events  of  history. 

In  April,  181S,  Congress  passed  a  law  reqair- 
ing  the  Ezeontivefl  td  ttie  several  8t«tee  to  de- 
taU,  organize,  and  hold  in  readiness,  to  he  called 
into  the  semoe  of  the  United  States,  at  a  mo* 
mmt's  wanting,  100,000  miUtia.  The  quot« 
assigned  to  Uaauohnsetto  was  about  10,000, 
and  the  Ezecntive  was  required  to  organize 
the  men,  when  detaobed,  oooordUmg  to  law,  and 
to  t^>p<dnt  a  ftn  BMDplcoient  of  omoen  to  th* 
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oommand.    This  order  or  law  wu  executed  ij 

detaching  and  organizing  the  troops  into  three 
diviaions  and  riz  brigftdea.  Another  measure 
adopted,  as  preparatory,  was  a  division  of  the 
United  Statea  into  muitarj  districts,  with  an 
officer  of  high  rank,  in  the  commiBaion  of  the 
tTnited  States,  to  oommand  each  district.  I 
lay  to  command  the  district,  becsnse  it  appears 
by  the  docaments  on  yonr  table,  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  OoTemment  to  place 
under  the  oomiiiand  of  the  officer  of  district 
nnmber  one,  within  the  territory  of  which  was 
Uassachneetts,  any  considerable  nnmber  of 
reffalaf  troops.  This  ofBcer  waa  invested  with 
a  kind  of  pro-oonanlar  power,  haying  entrusted 
to  him  not  only  the  care  and  enpervision  of 
military  affaire  in  the  district,  but  an  antbority 
to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  the 
troops  detached  under  the  law  of  April,  161S. 

It  was  made  known  to  the  Eiecative,  on 
the  12th  Jnne,  1813,  by  the  8ecretary  of  War, 
that  Genera]  Dearborn,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  district,  was  invested  with  this  author- 
ity, and  the  Executive  was  required  to  order 
the  detached  qnota  of  men  into  the  pnblio  ser- 
vica  upon  the  call  of  General  Dearoom.  On 
Uie  18tb  of  June,  war  was  declared  agunst 
Great  Britain,  and,  on  the  3Sd  of  that  montli. 
General  D.  aisked  for  forty-one  wmpaniti  of 
tills  detached  militia  to  enter  the  pnblio  ser- 
Tioe.  The  Governor  declined  executing  the 
order,  and  from  this  arose  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  £ieooUve  of  the  State' and  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  this  difference  of 
opinion  is  to  be  referred  almost  all  the  difficul- 
ties and  almost  all  the  controversy  between 
the  two  Qovemments  relative  to  the  allowance 
of  these  claims.  It  becomes,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  examine  with  some  care  the  coarse  of 
proceeding  on  the  one  side  and  tbe  other,  and 
the  reasona  by  which  the  parties  at  issne  were 
governed.  I  shall  do  little  more  than  state  the 
pointa  which  have  been  made,  withoat  at^ 
tempting  to  enter  mnch  into  a  discussion  of 
them.  To  a  compliance  with  this  call,  two  ob- 
jections have  been  m^ed,  one  to  the  form  of 
the  call,  the  other  to  tiie  occasion  of  it.  I  will 
brieSy  eiamiae  them  separately. 

The  call  was  for  ftrt-jj-wM  eenmanUi  of  a 
body  of  men  already  dstaehed  and  ftilly  organ- 
iatd,  by  a  special  act  of  Oongress,  and  by  order 
of  ^e  War  Department,  into  companies,  bat- 
taliona,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions ; 
and  the  fhU  complement  of  offlcer«  appointed 
Ibereto,  by  t^e  oonstitiitional  authorities  of  the 
Btate.  The  troops  thns  organized  oonatitated 
three  ^visions. 

The  reauiutioit  was  for  forty-one  companies, 
and  the  higbeat  officer  to  be  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  a  lientenant- 
Oolonel,  althongh  forty-one  companies  consti- 
tuted about  one-third  of  the  corps,  or  a  Hsjor- 
Qeneral's  command.  II  therefore,  this  order 
had  been  exeonted,  a  H^or-General's  com- 
mand wonld  have  entered  the  public  service, 
With  a  lieatenonb-Ooloael  at  ita  head,  and  ^ 


the  superior  officers  of  &  division,  detached  and 
appointed  to  the  command  by  an  act  of  Con- 


drawn  from  all  the  three  divisions,  the  effect 
wocld  have  been  the  same :  for  it  would  have 
reduced  each  division  and  brigade  below  the 
oommand  of  its  offioer.  The  question  which 
here  arises,  is,  whether  tbe  United  States  can 
draw  the  militia  of  a  State  into  the  public  ser- 
vice, without  its  officers!  The  constitutioa, 
after  declaring  that  Congress  has  power  to 
provide,  in  certwn  cases,  for  calling  for^  the 
militia,  and  te  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  disciplining  them,  declares,  expressly,  that 
tbe  appointment  of  the  officers  is  reserved  to 
the  States.  In  afGrmance  of  this  piinciple,  the 
law  of  Congress,  under  which  this  detachment 
was  made,  directa  that  the  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
respective  States.  These  officers  were  there- 
fore rightfully  appointed,  as  they  were  ap- 
pointed according  to  the  constitution,  and  to* 
concurrent  provisions  of  the  law  ouder  both 
Govemmenta.  By  what  antbority  could  they 
be  separated  from  their  troops  t  Tbe  right  (^ 
militia  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers 
has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  denied,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  contended,  unless  this  rei^aisi- 
tion  is  proof  of  it,  that  offlcers  of  the  militia 
ooold  be  removed  from  their  command,  to  ^ve 
place  to  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
mutual  rights  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
militia  to  be  unit^  in  public  service,  seems  too 
obvions  to  require  the  aid  of  argnmenL  How, 
then,  could  these  troops,  amounting  in  nnmber, 
and  by  organization,  to  a  Usjor-General's  com- 
mand, be  drawn  inte  tbe  public  service,  with- 
out their  officers,  especially  when  those  officers 
had  been  assigned  te  their  respective  coio- 
mands  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  I 
The  only  answer  I  have  heard  given,  is,  that 
they  were  to  be  distributed  upon  the  sea  ooaatL 
to  perform  garrison  duty  in  the  forts — and 
were  to  pass  under  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  command  of  those  forts,  who  would  have 
been  outranked,  if  tbe  complement  of  officers 
for  a  division  hsjl  been  taken  into  the  service. 

Is  this  a  sufficient  reason  for  dismissing  from 
their  command  offlcers  wpointed  under  the 
constitution,  and  detached  and  assigned  by  a 
special  law  of  Congress  to  tbe  command  t  Will 
this  Justify  a  separation  of  officers  and  men, 
and  is  it  no  violation  of  an  acknowledged  con- 
stitutional right  I  U  regimental,  brigade,  and 
division  officers  were  not  necessary  for  the 
eervice,  and  were  not  intended  to  be  taken  into 
it,  why  were  they  detached  t  If  the  men  were 
to  be  called  ont  by  ecmpaniet,  and  their  organi- 
zation into  laiver  bodies  could  be  disn^arded, 
why  was  the  Executive  required,  both  by  law, 
and  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
organize  them  into  battalions,  regimenta,  bri- 
gades, and  divisions  }  Why,  if  it  was  oompetent 
for  an  officer  of  the  United  Statea  to  make  a 
oall  &n  a  large  body  of  troops,  by  oompania^ 
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■ere  not  the  10,000  men  detached  and  orgari- 
imi  withoat  a  higher  than  a  conpaaj  officer  t 
Tbe  next  ot^ectjon  to  the  reqaisition  for 
(brtj-OM  companiefl,  is,  titeii  no  constitutional 
cotervencf  existed  at  the  time  of  the  call,  which 
jnstiSed  it.  Thia  ground  of  objection  was 
taken  b;  the  ExecatiTe  of  the  State,  and  has 
been  s  principal  source  of  controversy  and 
Btmflict  M  opinion  in  relation  to  this  claim.  I 
Tin  also  state  the  reasona,  aa  I  hare  nnderstood 
tbem,  npoD  which  this  opinion  reat«d.  The 
toDstitalion  declares  that  "The  Congresa  shall 
htre  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  IlDion,  anp- 
preas  insnrrectiona,  and  repel  invaMoQa."  It 
d  nuoifest,  from  this  language,  that  the  power 
pODfided  to  the  United  States  over  the  militia, 
is  limited  to  the  tJire«  exigencies  mentioned  in 
tbe  eonstitntion :  and  that  one  or  the  other  of 
them  must  happen  before  the  risht  of  calling 
the  militis  into  service  exista ;  ana  so  Congress 
nem  to  have  considered  it.  In  ITOS,  in  the 
w  of  this  power,  Congress  passed  a  law 
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idinc  for  caUing  forth  the  mS 
the  laws,  when  disol>eyed,  to  sappresi 
and  to  repel  invasions.    Provi 


w»  also  made  for  calling  them  forth  in  casea 
of  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  A  greater 
poTer  than  this  has  not  been  elided  bj  Con- 
fKti  in  anj  law  that  has  ever  heen  passed 
iipan  tins  sntjject.  Beceiviog,  then,  the  law  of 
«  »9  the  trae  exposition  of  constitational 
power,  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  oom- 
mttee  to  the  state  of  facts  aa  they  existed  at 
tbe  time  General  Dearborn  made  his  reqnisi- 
lioii,  and  they  will  show  the  reasons  by  which 
IbeExecntiTe  was  inflaenced  in  hia  deciaion. 
The  Q-oops  were  not  demanded  to  eiecnte  the 
I»wj:  for  they  were  not  disobeyed.  They 
Ten  not  demanded  to  snppreaa  insurrections: 
fit  none  existed.  But  they  were  avowedly 
demooded  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  war, 
■od  the  qaeetion  aroaa  whether  there  was  any 
iorsjiloQ  or  immineDt  danger  of  invasion. 
There  was  no  invasion :  for  no  enemy  was 
wilJiiu  onr  territory.  But  imminent  danger  of 
bTssion  might  exist;  and  the  inquiry  arose, 
both  as  to  what  imminent  danger  of  invasion 
Tu,  lod  as  to  it«  existence  at  that  period, 
xldch  was  four  days  sabseqaent  to  the  declara- 
tioii  of  war.     It  was  nrsed  that  imminent  dan- 

Cnmld  not  be  that  which  is  remote  and  nn- 
vn,  bat  that  which  exposes  as  to  obvions 
JMMd— that  which  is  apparent  and  threaten- 
>!>&  or,  as  tbe  word  tffitntn«n(  implies,  hanging 
oiernsf 

If  s  declsTBtion  of  war  alone  shonld  Justify 
eaUinr  oDt  the  militia  into  public  service,  then 
*«ad  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  United  States 
tocmvert  the  militia  at  once  into  &  standing 
•nny,  and  to  hold  everj'  man  liable  to  do 
flotj  in  the  service  daring  the  oonUnnance  of  a 
*»r,  if  it  were,  like  the  late  wars  in  Eorope, 
Pfotracted  tm  twenty-five  years.  A  power  like 
Diu,  exerting  itself  npoa  the  population  of  this 
vxattrj,  woald  too  mnch  reeeoible  the  olgec- 


ttonable  and  arbitrary  oonacriptjve  aystem  of 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  what  the  Exaentire 
of  the  SUte  did,  in  view  of  this  Btat«  of  things. 
He  declined  execnting  the  order  of  General 
Dearborn,  because  he  considered  he  had  no 
power  to  do  otherwise.  He  considered  hia 
power  as  limited,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  ex- 
iBlence  of  some  of  the  exigencies  mentioned  ia 
that  instrnment ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evl- 
dence  of  the  existence  of  any  of  them,  he  con- 
sidered that  he  could  not  exeonte  the  order,  b»> 
cause,  in  this  country,  no  authority  bat  the  laws 
is  known  or  acknowledged.  Hence,  it  was 
thought  that  the  Executive  could  not  execnte 
the  order  of  General  Dearborn,  as  it  did  not  rest 
npon  constitutional  power,  and  therefore,  car> 
ried  with  it  no  obligation  of  obedience. 

Having  now  explained  the  reasons  by  which 
the  Executive  was  influenced,  aa  I  have  under- 
stood  them,  perhaps  incorrectly,  bat  not  inten- 
tionally so,  I  shall  leave  them  to  the  oonriderattoo 
of  the  committee,  and  inquire  how  far  the 
United  States  were  necessarily  affected  by  hli 
decision. 

/  the  law  of  '9S,  which  eont^na  tha 
general  jirovisiona  for  calling  tbe  miliUa  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  Premdent 
ia  anthorized-  for  tiiat  plu'poe^  to  issne  hia 
order  to  aa  omcer  or  officers  of  tbe  militia.  By 
the  act  of  April,  1812,  under  which  the  t^ 
thousand  men  were  detached,  the  provisioae  for 
calling  this  detachment  into  actual  aerrice,  ar« 
the  same  as  I  anderstand  them.  The  President 
had,  therefore,  power  to  isane  his  order  to  any 
officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  thus  detached; 
but,  as  the  Governor  was  not  a  detached  officer, 
it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  he  could  issue 
an  Older  to  hiro,  even  in  his  militarv  capacity, 
for  these  troops ;  but  admitting  for  the  purpose 
of  argument,  tbathe  had  this  right,  he  also  had 
the  right  of  issuing  it  to  any  or  all  tbe  officers 
detached,  so  that  the  Governor's  neglect  to 
obey,  did  not,  or  could  not,  afitet  the  power  of 
the  United  Btntes  over  the  troops,  if  a  consti- 
tntional  exigency  for  calling  them  into  service 
existed.  IS,  therefore,  the  officer  of  the  United 
States  making  this  order,  felt  a  confidence  that 
a  period  had  arrived,  which  gave  to  him  con- 
stitutional power  to  call  for  troops,  he  need  not 
have  stopped,  npon  the  Governor's  ref^isal,  but 
might  have  drawn  them  into  service  against  his 
jndgment;  for  tbe  right  to  the  troops,  and  tbe 
power  of  ordering  tbem  into  service,  does  not 
appear  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Governor. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  will 
mention  one  more  fact,  which  seems  to  have 
some  connection  with  iL  'While  the  Governor 
declined  execnting  the  order  for  the  forty-one 
companies,  he,  about  the  same  time,  detached  a 
Uf^or's  command  of  three  companies,  and,  at 
the  request  of  General  Dearborn,  had  tliem 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  (tf  tbe  frontier  that  borders  npoa 
New  Brunswick ;  not  because  there  was  inva- 
sion, or  danger  of  invadon,  for  the  Govenm  of 
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Nova  Scotia  had  imned  his  prod&mfttioa  for- 
bidding all  mcnrsions  upon  onr  temtorj ;  bat 
evil-disposed  pei-Bons  had  collected  there,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  beltigerent  state  of  the 
two    Qoantries,    Tnanifested    a   diapoeition    to 

filnnder  the  iiuuibitants,  and  he  thought  it  bat 
□st  tliat  thej'  should  have  a  more  efficient  pro- 
tection than  the  civil  anlhoritieH  conld  yield. 

In  this  ooDdition  affain  remained  for  nearly 
two  yeara,  when  a  peace  was  ratified  between 
the  belligerent  nations  of  Enrope,  which  iett 
the  army  and  navv  of  onr  enemy  idle,  and  at 
liberty  to  be  employed  against  this  conntry. 
As  might  have  been  expected,  he  projected  a 
system  of  operatione  for  the  oampnign  of  1914, 
more  vigoroQs  and  extendve  than  those  of  the 
preceding  years. 

Early  in  the  oanipaign  of  1811,  this  enemy 
commenced  hia  operations  by  blockading  oar 

Krta,  and  intercepting  onr  commeroe.  He  soon 
gan  to  destroy  shipping,  wherever  it  fell  into 
his  hands,  either  by  capture,  or  by  cntlicg  it 
out  of  nndofended  porta.  In  Jane  he  landed  at 
Saco,  in  Uaine,  and  destroyed  some  private 
property.  As  his  strength  was  from  time  to 
time  increased,  he  grew  more  daring,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  Jnly  and  Angnst,  kept  the 
whole  coast  in  a  state  of  great  alarm  and  trepi- 
dation, by  constant  attempts  to  land  and  com- 
mit depredations,  wherever  the  coast  was  unde- 
fended. To  meet  these  operations,  and  to  qniet 
uiprehension  wherever  there  was  cause  for 
alarm,  gnarda  were  placed  along  the  coast,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Militia  were 
turned  oat  to  defend  the  passee  to  the  Navy 
Yard  at  Portsmonth,  New  Hampshire,  and  also 
to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Oharlestown.  Orders  were 
also  issned  to  the  commanders  of  militia,  if  any 
part  of  the  country  was  invaded,  or  threatened 
with  invasion,  not  to  wwt  for  orders  from  any 
one,  bnt  to  tnm  ont.  and  meet  and  repel  the 
foe.  In  Jnly,  Goneral  Dearborn  asked  for  1,100 
men,  to  strengthen  the  fortifications,  and  they 
were,  by  order  of  the  Govenror,  mnetered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  last 
of  Angnst  or  first  of  September,  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  Peninsula  of  Castine,  in  Pe- 
nobscot Bay.  This,  together  with  his  success 
In  other  parts  of  the  country,  excited  great  ap- 
prehensions for  the  safety  of  the  shipping  and  the 
towns.  The  Inhabitants  were  pressing  in  tbeir 
calls  for  farther  protection ;  and  on  the  2d  of 
September  laree  bodies  of  troops,  underlie  dis- 
cretionary orders  of  the  Governor,  previously 
mven  to  military  commanders,  were  marched  to 
Sio  defence  of  Portland,  Kennebeck,  Wiscasset, 
and  other  places  in  Uaine.  On  the  6th  of  that 
month,  the  Governor  renewed  his  order  to  the 
whole  militia  of  the  Commonwealth,  requiring 
Ihem  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at 
a  moment's  warning  to  defend  the  State.  He 
also,  by  the  same  order,  assembled  nearly  4,000 
militia  for  the  defeoce  of  Boston.  On  ttie  ITth 
of  this  month  he  placed  1,300  militia  nnder 
General  Dearborn,  to  strengthen  the  forts  in 
the  harbor  of  Boston.    Thia  state  of  alarm,  of 


anxiety,  and  danger,  continued  as  long  as  the 
weather  permitted  the  enemy  to  remain  with 
safe^  on  the  coast  He  pressed  the  war  with 
all  the  vigor  in  his  power,  cutting  out,  baming, 
and  destroying  flipping  and  oUier  property ; 
oannonading  towns,  threatening  thedestraction 
of  the  salt  works ;  attempting  daily  to  invade 
and  dishonor  the  territory.  The  claim,  sir, 
nnder  consideration,  asks  reimbarsement  for 
money  advanced  by  the  State  to  pay  either  for 
spontaneous  services,  rendered  without  spedal 
orders  from  any  one,  to  protect  the  soil,  prop- 
erty, and  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  from  in- 
vaders ;  or  for  services  of  like  character,  per- 
formed under  the  authority  of  the  State.  Ser- 
vices such  SB  have  been  allowed  to  other  States. 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  why  this  claim  has 
not  been  ot^usted  ? 

It  is  not  because  it  was  not  presented,  and 
pressed  with  all  becoming  zeal,  upon  the  oon- 
sideration  of  this  Government,  soon  after  the 
war.  It  is  not  because  the  services  have  not 
been  rendered  and  paid  for  by  the  State.  It  is 
not  because  those  services  were  not  benefidal, 
andessential  to  the  safety  of  thecoontry:  for,  of 
all  these  points  there  is  most  unquestionable 
proof.  But  because  there  was  a  constitutional 
diffieulty.  It  was  alleged  by  the  Department, 
that,  in  tiie  early  part  of  the  war,  the£iecutive 
of  the  State  had  assamed  grounds,  in  relation  to 
the  constitutional  authority  of  the  United  States 
over  the  militia,  so  repugnant  to  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  that  instrument,  and  so  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the  claim  oonld 
not  be  allowed. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  opinions  <i 
an  officer  of  the  State  could  not  be  made  to1>eU' 
upon  the  claim,  so  as  to  afiect  the  right  to  reim- 
bursement :  that  the  State  is  not  responsible  for 
the  opinimt  of  its  officers,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  fine  or  punishment; 
and  thst  the  only  inquiry  was,  whether  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered  in  defence  of  the  conntry, 
and,  if  so,  and  found  to  he  necessary,  they  come 
within  the  rules  adopted  in  allowances  to  other 
States. 

To  this  it  was  rejoined,  that  the  constitutional 
difficulty  tainted  and  rendered  void  die  whole 
claim,  so  that  the  State  of  Uassaohusctte  coold 
not  be  let  in  upon  a  footing  with  other  States. 
In  this  manner  the  claim  rested ;  the  agents  of 
the  State  constantly  soliciting  the  attention  of 
tlie  officers  of  the  Government  to  it,  and  the  ofS- 
oersofthe  Government  as  constantly  dacliaingto 
do  any  thing  about  it,  until  1833,  when  the  Pres- 
ident was  prevailed  upon  to  direct  that  a  por- 
tion of  it  should  be  examined.  It  was,  therefore, 
committed  to  on  Auditor,  who  reported  upon  it^ 
and  upon  the  evidence  by  which  it  was  sustained. 

The  President,  after  giving,  as  he  says,  great 
conuder.-ition  to  this  report,  and  seeing  the  un- 
equivocal proofs  by  which  the  claim  was  sup- 
ported, declared,  in  a  message  to  Congress,  bis 
entire  conviction  that  the  services  were  spon- 
taneous, patriotic,  and  necessary  to  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  allowed.    Thii 
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ntuneat  ho  has  repeated,  raoet  ^sticetly  and 
■ost  ttiBteHj,  three  tioMt,  in  sa  maDjr  meaBages 
to  tLb  Htnse.  It  lias  bent  reiterated  by  as 
ua J oaminitteM  of  this  House;  botatill  the 
nMect  bat  Mrer  been  acted  apoa  by  Oongrees; 
Bd  this  aoooonts  fi>r  the  delav. 

Before  I  proeeed  to  ooosider  more  partien- 
krij  the  wcsght  of  this  eonstitntioDal  diffioalty, 
I  nin  ruor  again  to  Um  transaoUonB  of  1811 ; 
and,  in  coniiBctioii  with  tbeoi,  ask  the  atteotiou 
oftbe  connnittee  to  one  or  two  tacts  to  wliioh 
IUtb  not  adverted ;  not  that  I  txmaider  them 
M  i&ctJDK  this  claim,  bnt  that  1  wish  to  pus 
Dtei  notbing  which,  bj  an;  ooe,  can  be  deemed 
importsnt  In  Jnne,  of  that  jotr,  troops  were 
oOHEd  out  to  defend  the  fSAvy  Tarda  at  Obsrles- 
town  sad  PortsmoDth ;  in  JnJ j,  eleven  hondred 
mn  wtre  mnstored  Into  the  service  of  the 
Usiled  States^  to  strengthen  the  forts;  in  the 
mm  month,  orders  were  iaanod  to  tbe  oflioers 
(^militi^to  meet  threatened,  and  to  repel  ac- 
tosi  inTsaiaii,  without  waiting  for  orders  fW>ni 
ttjtBe.  On  the  6tb  of  September,  orders  were 
ioned  to  call  into  the  aemoe  about  four  thou- 
■ud  mm,  for  tbe  defence  of  Boetoo,  and  the 
vhole  militia  were  commanded  to  hold  tbem- 
mItm  in  readiness  to  enter  tbe  service  at  a 
aoment's  warning.  On  the  ITth  of  September, 
tveJra  bnndred  men  were  niist«red  Into  the 
Mrnee  ot  the  United  States,  to  strengthen  the 
iMa  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  These  measures 
nn  adopted  bj  tbe  Executive  of  the  State,  for 
tbt  pDeral  defenoe.  On  the  Ctb  September, 
Gtneral  Dearborn  made  a  reqnisitioD  npon  tbe 
QoTCTDor  for  four  tbonsand  ux  hundred  troops, 
to  be  distributed  along  the  maritime  fVontier, 
fci  Ks-cossi  defence.  The  dooninents  do  not 
iafoin  OS  wl>etber  an;  reply  was  made  to  this 
doBsod  of  General  Dearborn ;  several  objec- 
tiuH  ippear  to  lie  affainst  it,  and  althongh  I 
CHBot  bring  my  mind  to  the  persuasion  that 
tbs  opinions  and  the  proceedings  of  tbe  Gov- 
■nor,  whether  well  or  ill-fonnded,  can  aflbot 
tlm  dalm,  as  I  shall  by  and  by  attempt  to  show, 
JiA  I  will  state  snch  olgeotions  as  seem  to  me 
to  bs  ID  any  way  important.  To  riiow  their 
bearing,  I  most  agaia  recnr  to  the  constitntion 
and  the  laws,  for  tlie  purpose  of  asoert^ning 
Tbetha  tbe  President  of<t!ie  United  States  had 
tttliis  time,  any  aothority  to  detach  and  bola 
is  resdinese  to  enter  tite  pnblic  service,  a  body 
cf  mOtCia.  The  law  of  1812,  onder  which  the 
ttntkosaDd  men  were  organized,  had  expired 
bf  ils  own  limitation,  being  confined  in  its  oper- 
Uinii  to  two  years.  Tbe  10,000  men  were, 
tlitRbre,  dtslmnded,  and  no  longer  as  a  detaob- 
xuu,  Giitde  to  bo  called  into  service.  The 
poverof  CfHjgTees,  inrdation  to  tbe  militia,  has 
**oi]lv  been  considered  as  divided  into  two 
bruKDes;  tbe  one  has  been  exercised  in  pre- 
psritcty  measnrea,  snch  ss  detaobii^  and  or- 
guiiang  a  Iwdy  to  be  held  in  rtadineu  to  enter 
ws  Bsrrioe  when  an  exigency  shall  occur.  This 
li  a  power  wluch  may  be,  and  is,  exercised, 
'*btti  no  right  exists  to  call  the  troops  into  ao- 
bil  NTvioe,  and  hss  alw^a  been  oonridered  by 


Gongreas  as  distinct  from  tbe  power  of  aotnally 
calling  into  tbe  servioe.  It  is  a  pr^aratory 
measore,  as  ft  merely  places  troops  m  readineea 
to  enter  the  pnblio  service.  Bat  this  preparatory 
measure  cannot  be  resorted  to  except  by  an  act 
of  legislation.  Such  an  organised  body  (for  It  is 
a  new  oi^nization  of  the  militia)  cannot  be 
created  withoat  an  act  of  Congress:  for  no 
power  oan  be  exercised  over  the  militia  by  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  nnder  a  law 
of  Congress.  At  the  time,  there  was  no  law 
anthoriziog  tbts  preparatory  organization.  The 
general  law  of  '65  is  silent  npon  this  snbjeot; 
and  that  it  was  never  dedgned  to  give  anthoritr 
for  BQoh  a  mevnre,  we  have  tiie  repeated  testi- 
mony of  Oongrees  itself  in  three  special  aotc^ 
passed  for  this  purpose,  since  the  law  of  '96  baa 
been  in  force;  one  in  1806.  one  in  1808,  and 
one  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  181S. 
In  other  instancee,  where  the  measure  has  been 
attempted,  it  was  always  done  nnder  a  speoial 
act  of  legislation,  and  in  no  other  way.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  want  of  legal  provision. 
General  Armstrong,  then  Secretary  of  War,  (» 
the  4th  of  Jniy,  1814,  addreeeed  a  note  to  the 
Executive  of  Hasaacfansett^  ineitinff  him  to 
nnite  with  certain  Executives  of  other  Statee.  in 
organising  a  corps  of  98,600  men,  to  be  hdd  in 
readineaH  to  enter  the  poblio  servioe  whan  an 
exigency  should  ooonr,  and  refers  to  the  general 
law  of  '9S,  for  hia  anthori^:  and  yet  it  is  ap- 
parent, from  the  tenor  of  the  note  itseU^  that 
the  writer  doubted  his  own  authority,  as  he 
doea  not,  in  the  usual  maimer,  eonwiand  or  rs- 

fttire,  but  iimU.  If  I  am  right  in  tbe  poution 
have  taken,  General  Armstrong  had  no  au- 
thority to  propose  this  measure,  nor  tbe  Gov- 
ernor any  anthoritr  'o  exeoute  it :  for  It  doea 
not,  in  any  thing,  ^ursoe  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  'US,  nor  can  it  be  oonddered,  aa  has  been 
observed  by  the  Supreme  Ooort  of  the  United 
States,  eidier  as  an  order  or  a  reqni^tion.  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  the  aathority  of  tbe  United 
States  to  oall  the  militia  into  the  public  service, 
under  the  act  of  "66 :  for  if  that  act  bod  been 
pursued,  it  mi^t  have  been  done  by  detaeAmff 
orders  fWim  ^e  President;  but  this  was  not 
designed  to  be  done  by  tbe  Seore- 


organization,  unknown  to  any  li 
in  existence,  to  be  held  in  readineea,  to  be  detach- 
ed by  parcels  into  the  public  servioe,  if  an  exi- 
gency should  occur;  and  this  could  not  be  done. 
Having  shown,  as  I  think,  that  the  invitation 
of  Gen.  Armstrong  rested  upon  no  aathority 
except  bis  own  wisbes,  and  that  the  Governor 
oouid  not  issue  any  order  npon  it,  that  the 
troops  would  have  been  bound  to  obey,  I  will 
now  inquire  what  authority  General  Dearborn 
had  to  make  a  demand  for  4,600  men.  On 
this  point  I  have  no  evidence  except  what  is 
contained  in  the  printed  docnmenta.  It  appeara, 
however,  to  be  of  a  limited  character.  We 
find  its  character  and  extent  pretty  aoourat^y 
defined  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  IConroe,  Secretary 
of  War,  to  Ur.  Giles,  ohrirman  of  a  ooamitte* 
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at  the  Beoftte,  In  ISIB.  In  speaking  of  these 
oommaodera  of  district^  be  bbjs,  "these  oom- 
manders  ware  speoUlly  cberged  with  the  de- 
foDoe  of  their  respectire  diatricls.  It  was 
eiijoined  on  them  to  watob  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  to  oomtnnnioBte  to  the  Oovemment, 
and  to  exeoate  iti  orders  in  sommoning  to  the 
field,  on  menace  of  invarion,  mchportwnt  of 
the  qvotM  of  the  militia  of  each  State,  withm 
their  respective  districta,  as  had  been  provided 
iix  hj  eist  cS  UoDgrees,  and  detailed  by  this 
Department,  as  were  thonght  necessary."  Now, 
rir,  there  was  no  quota  of  miliUa  provided  for 
by  any  act  of  Oongress,  at  the  time  General 
Armstrong  gave  bis  invitation  to  the  Governor 
— nor  had  there  been  any  detuling  orders 
isaned  from  the  Department  of  War,  to  organize 
vaj  qnota  of  militia.  No  snch  body  of  militia 
oonld  exist :  for  there  was  no  act  of  Oongrees 
which  antboriied  it.  It  is  plain,  Mr.  Monroe 
here  speaks  t^  a  qnota  organized  to  be  held  in 
readiness  to  enter  the  pnblic  service  when  on 
occasion  ehoald  ooonr  for  their  services.  It  is 
also  plun  that  Qan.  Dearborn  had  power  to  call 
for  snob  detached  militia,  and  none  other;  and 
as  no  BQch  detachment  had,  or  conld,  have  been 
made  nnder  any  aatliority  of  Oongreai,  it  is 
also  plain  that  General  Dearborn  conld  make  no 
demand  npon  the  Governor.  His  reqniMtion 
was,  therefore,  withont  authority,  and  imposed 
no  obligation  of  obedience.  If  I  am  right  in 
this  view  of  the  subject,  there  oonld  be  no 
wrong  in  disregarding  the  call  of  Gen.  Dearl)orn. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  reason  offered  by 
tite  Ezeontlve  for  his  neglect  to  comply  with 
Oen.  D.'b  reqnesL  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1814,  he  states,  that,  pnrsnant  to  a  request  of 
Gen.  Dearborn,  be  dm,  in  Jolv  preceding,  de- 
tached 1,100  militia,  and  placed  them  under  bis 
command,  bnt  snob  inconveniences  arose  from 
the  measure,  that  it  oonld  not  be  then  repeated. 
These  objectiona  and  inconveniences  arose 
from  the  following  oanses:  In  tiie  first  place, 
with  1,100  men,  msking  a  battalion  of  artillery 
and  a  regiment  of  in&ntry,  a  M^or  of  artillery 
and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  infantry  only  were 
received  into  the  service,  althongh  there  were 
at  least  three  battalions.  In  the  second  place, 
them  troops  were,  by  the  laws  of  Masaai^oseCts, 
oiganized  into  companies  of  64  men  each,  with 
three  officers  to  a  company.  When  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  tbey  were  or- 
ganized into  companies  of  100  men  each,  thus 
dismissing  a  portion  of  the  platoon  officers, 
and  deranging  the  whole  system.    In  the  tiiird 

Slace,  they  ware  placed  in  forts,  and,  in  all 
istancea,  as  a  committ«e  of  this  Honse  state, 
under  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  eqnal 
grade  with  the  offloera  of  the  militia.  In  some 
of  these  fbrla,  say  tbe  ooramitlee,  there  were 
very  few  men,  and,  in  some,  none  at  all.  lie 
complaints  did  not  arise  from  being  placed 
nnder  the  command  of  offloers  of  tbe  United 
States,  of  eqnal  rank,  where  saoh  officers  had 
an  actual  bona  fide  command  of  regular  tKraps ; 


for  this  was  a  precedence  they  were  willing  to 
yield ;  but  they  complained  of  being  plaoed 
nnder  officers  who  had  either  only  an  apology 
for  a  command,  or  no  command  at  all.  The 
militia,  sir,  have  pride,  and  honor,  and  ambi- 
tion ;  for  they  are  cnnpoeed  of  the  beet  blood 
cS  this  ooantry.  When  measures  are  adopted 
which  hnmble  that  pride,  which  disregard  that 
honor,  which  crash  that  ambition,  and  dedaro 
to  them  that  they  are  unfit  for  the  aervice  to 
which  tbey  have  been  called,  they  have  Jost 
cause  of  complaint,  and  will  complain— dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction  will  prevail. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  the  course  pnrsued  by  the 
EzecnIJve  impaired  tbe  physical  force  of  tbe 
United  States.  By  this  it  is,  I  snppooe,  meant 
to  allege  that  tbe  Executive  pcssMsed  and  ezei^ 
cised  an  authority  by  which  he  threw  himadf 
between  the  two  governmenta,  and  prevenied 
the  United  States  from  employing  the  militia  in 
their  service.  This  argument  supposes  Uie 
Governor  to  possess  a  power  whicn  does  not 
appear  to  be  entmst«d  to  him.  It  sappoaw 
that  he  can,  at  his  pleasure,  withhold  lie  militia 
from  the  United  Btatca,  and  that  they  have  tu 
remedy,  but  are  dependent  on  his  wilL  Tbe 
laws  of  the  United  States  will  show  that 
the  fact  is  fw  otherwise ;  that  the  Exeontivet 
of  States  have  bnt  a  miserable  remnant  of 
authority  over  the  militia,  too  feeble  to 
excite  Jealousy;  and  that  this  power  doee 
not  stand  in  the  waj|  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whenever  the  President  chooses  to  take  th« 
militia  Into  public  service,  he  can  do  it  in 
defiance  of  tbe  authority  oif  the  ExeeutiTe  <^ 
a  State.  Tbe  kw  of  '96  contains  all  tbe 
important  provision!  upon  this  snl^ecL  It 
enacts  that  the  militia  may  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  invasion, 
and  of  imminent  danger  of  mvaaion ;  and,  for 
this  purpose,  the  Preeiaent  may  issue  his  onto* 
—to  whom  t  Not  to  the  Execntive  of  the  State 
— not  to  the  Governor — bnt  to  any  offieer  or 
offieert  of  the  militia.  It  neither  names  nor 
refers  to  the  Obief  Magistrates  of  States;  nor 
does  it  authorize  any  call  upon  thera  as  the 
organs  of  State  sovereignty ;  bnt  gives  tiie 
right  of  issuing  orders  to,  and  eierdsing 
power  over,  officers  q(  the  mililja  only. 

I  will  now  consider,  more  distinctly,  the 
efi'eot  of  the  opinions  and  tbe  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. It  is  said,  in  these  documents,  that  tbe 
claim  conld  not  be  allowed,  because  of  certain 
anti-constituticnal  opinioTU  advauced  by  tbe 
Governor.  It  was  contended  by  the  State^ 
that  a  lai^  portion  of  the  cl^m  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  Governor's  neglect  to  comply 
with  the  order  of  June  33,  1813,  and  of 
September  0,  1814:  for  It  is  for  services 
rendered  on  sadden  and  presung  emergencia^ 
without  any  special  order  from  either  Govern- 
ment, and  came  clearly  within  a  class  of  claimi 
such  as  bad  been  allowed  to  other  States ;  hot 
it  was  otyected  that  the  irnxniont  of  the  Execu- 
tive tidnted  this  part  of  the  claim  also,  and  it 
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Wlwro  is  the  anthorijj  hj  which  a  State  is 
mde  responsible  for  the  opiniont  of  its  offlcen 
— iod  espedaii^  of  ibi  militarj  oScenI  Is  it 
in  [be  constitutioD  t  Is  it  in  the  hiwsf  No, 
tir,  it  has  Dot  btbd  the  aQthority  of  preoedent. 
TbB  State  hw  a  claim  for  loone?,  snob  as  is  ol- 
ktred  to  Dtber  Btatee,  but  the  money  is  with- 
brid—and  vhyt  Hot  beoaose  it  is  not  due, 
bat  as  a  psQiahment  for  the  heretical  opittwnt 
el  an  officer  of  mihdju  Can  this  be  done,  air  t 
Can  ;oQ  pnnish  a  State  for  tbe  heresj  of  its 
nQida  (^wn  !  If  so,  where  is  the  tribnoal 
Iliat  can  proDonnce  the  verdict  of  gnilty  t 
Wbere  the  b^bonal  that  can  tneaanre  out  tiie 
pnoithment?  Where  the  adtboritj  to  in' 
ffieiitt 

Now,  NT,  what  does  this  eiamiaation  sbowt 
It  abowB  that  tiie  United  Btates  declared  war 
igsfaut  Great  Britain;  that  this  powerful  enemy 
'  smiled,  with  his  land  and  naval  forces,  the 
State  of  UaaBaohiisettB ;  that  he  destrojed  her 
■ce,  plnndered  the  property  of  her  citi- 
>d  iuTaded  her  territory ;  that  the  State 
wnkft  almost  wholly  nndefended  and  nnpro- 
tceted  by  the  United  States;  that,  under  these 
arcranstances,  the  militia  of  the  State  turned 
eat,  either  apoDtaneonsly,  or  by  order  of 
State  sothoiity,  end  repelled  the  foe,  and  saved 
tlte  Stale  from  disbouor;  that  most  of  these 
•eniceg  have,  in  repeated  messages  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  this  Honse,  been  declared  to  be  pa- 
triotic, and  indiapenaably  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  conntry,  and  have  also  had  the 
NOW  testimony  in  their  favor  from  every  nom- 
nittee  of  this  House  to  whom  they  have  been 
lAned ;  that  other  States  have  been  allowed 
lot  like  aervioes,  while  the  whole  of  this  claim 
luibteQ  refosed. 

And  DOW,  sir,  who  is  it  that  demands  reim- 
bgneoMitT  It  is  not  a  party  to  this  oontro- 
Tfisy,  *bieh  took  place  eleven  years  ago ;  it  is 
Mt  1  disobedient  militia  officer  who  mokes  tbe 
doBsnd.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  people  uf  MassaohD- 
Mtls,  who  bad  nothing,  and  oonld  have  bad 
Bettdng  to  do  with  the  contest  between  tbe 
United  States  and  the  Governor,  as  a  militia 
oSeer.  It  is  the  people  of  that  ancient  State, 
vlud)  oconpice  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in 
ttwbutory  of  this  nation;  it  is  tbe  people,  who 
btnpmred  ont  their  blood,  and  their  treasure, 
faddenoe  of  the  ITniled  States;  and  shall  they 
be  made  the  victim  of  a  selfish  policy  f  Shall 
tbtybe  (old,  that  they  stand  responsible  for 
tbe  opinloDB  and  neglect  of  militia  officers,  with 
'base  eondnct  tlie  State  had  no  connection? 
Iithii  the  manner  in  which  the  constitntion  is 
te  neeiTe  construction  t  Is  a  member  of  this 
Conlederaey  to  be  fined  for  constitutional  her- 
«yt  It  is  now  the  fashion  to  maintain  State 
'^^>^,  State  independence,  and  State  prero^- 
tifis.  1  r^oice  that  the  day  has  come  which 
"tsrn*  this  doctrine  upon  ds  r  for,  to  my  mind, 
BO  idoni,  DO  political  truth  is  more  obviona, 
fbtD  that  the  permanence  and  stebility  of  onr 
lutitiuiDns  depend  upon  a  free  exerdse  of  all 
the  ri^ts  reeerved  to  tbe  States. 


ill.  Eotraroir  next  took  tbe  floor,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bilL  He  said  his  intention  in  rising, 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  to  take  a  enmmary 
view  of  tbe  gnnmd  on  which  the  claim  of  Itas- 
sachnsotts  rests. 

I  am,  said  Mr. 

allowance  of  any  portion  

der  discosaion.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the 
argnmente  of  tbe  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
liis  seat,  (Mr.  Bivis.)  I  assnre  the  committee, 
that  the  objections  which  I  entertain  on  this 
occasion,  ore  based  npon  principle,  and  not  tram 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the  commnnity 
who  have  advanced  this  claim.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maasacbnsetts  has  told  ns,  that  this 
claim  rests  npon  jnst  and  equitable  gronnds; 
and  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  doctrines 
entertained  by  the  Governor  of  Massochnsett^ 
it  is  anfair  to  molot  a  community  for  the  acts 
done  only  in  defence  of  State  rights.  Now, 
I  insist,  if  the  demand  isinst,  it  should  be  paid. 
All  I  ask,  before  this  Hoaie  proceeds  to  pay 
that  olum,  is  that  they  will  give  it  a  fiiU  and 
fair  examination.  It  bos  been  recommended 
by  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  to  give  a 
decision  npon  the  claim  at  some  period.  I  hope 
that  period  has  now  arrived. 

The  claim  is  founded  on  services  performed 
by  tbe  troops  of  Massachusetts  during  tbe  last 
war.  It  cannot,  surely,  be  urged,  that  these 
services  were  performed  nnd«r  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Wh^  are  the  facts  t  In 
June,  1SI3,  a  ciroalar  was  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  with  a  requisition  for  their  re- 
spective quotas  of  militia,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness when  called  for  by  the  emergencies  grow- 
ing out  of  a  stete  of  war.  The  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  reOMuize  the  anthori^ 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes,  and 
waived  a  compliance  with  the  order.  His  pleA 
was,  that  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stet«fl 
had  no  authority  to  make  saob  requisition,  as 
no  emergency  then  existed,  which,  by  the  oon- 
stitution,  gave  him  tbe  power  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  the  several  States.  And  the  Govern- 
or further  added,  that,  to  this  effect,  he  was 
advised,  by  tbe  Judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
of  Maasaohusetta,  and  by  bis  Council.  Some 
of  the  citizens  of  that  State  were  willing  to 
embark  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  but 
were  precluded  tcota  so  doing  by  the  want  of 
arms.  The  Governor  says  he  issued  arms  to 
some,  but  not  to  others.  It  was  determined  bj 
the  General  Government  to  call  out  the  militia 
under  officers  appoiDt«d  to  the  different  depart- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  tbe 
defence  of  their  own  coast  Tbe  rcgnlations 
of  the  Government,  at  that  time,'  fixing  the 
rank  of  officers,  was  so  arranged,  that,  when- 
ever on  officer  of  the  militia  should  be  called 
out,  to  act  with  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  of 
the  United  States,  that  tbe  latter  should  take 
rank  of  tbe  former.  Tbis  rule  obtained  from 
the  highest  to  tbe  lowest  grades  of  the  army, 
Bnt  it  never  was  pretended,  Hut  the  milUte 
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offioen  of  HQperior  grade  Bhonld  be  subject  to 
tiie  immediate  orders  of  the  Uiuted  States  offi- 
oera  of  inferior  rank.  When,  for  instance,  a 
U^jor-General  of  the  militia  was  Herring  witii  a 
Uajor-General  of  the  United  States  armj,  the 
U^oT-General  of  the  regular  armj  neoeaMrilr 
took  rank  of  that  of  the  militia.  Bnt,  if  a  Oof- 
ooel  of  tbe  Unitad  Btatea  serrioe,  In  oommaDd 
of  his  regiment,  was  co-operating  with  a  Bii- 
gadier-Qeneral  of  militia,  the  General  would, 
necessarilr,  take  his  rank  and  oommand. 
Therefore  the  meaaiiTe  was  otgected  to,  more 
on  acooant  of  its  substance  than  any  notions  of 
form  or  etiqnette.  I  am  antliorized  to  saj  bol 
by  the  doonmenta  which  have  been  exhibited 
in  BDpport  of  this  dtum.  But,  it  is  sud,  that 
two  objections  were  nrged  to  the  reqniaitton; 
that  one  hnndred  and  forty-one  companies, 
which  were  to  be  detached,  were  snfBcient  to 
constitnte  one  or  more  divisiona,  and  that  no 
genera]  officer  tVom  the  State  was  to  be  called 
out  and  placed  in  command. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  was  the  necessity 
for  the  detail  of  a  Mt^or-Qenaral  t  An  officer 
of  the  General  Government  was  already  there, 
in  command  of  the  district,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  one  hondred  and  forty-one 
companies  should  be  consolidated.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  the  objection  might  have  been 
nrged,  with  plansibility  at  least.  The  detail  of 
a  general  officer  would  then  have  been  proper. 
Bat  BQch  was  not  the  fact.  These  oompanies 
were  to  be  detached  to  different  places.  Borne 
were  intended  to  man  the  forts,  others  to  gnord 
the  coast  at  different  points.  What  n^^  was 
there  then,  of  a  general  officer,  when  a  oom- 
manding  officer  of  the  district  was  responuble 
for  its  defence  T  It  was  not  designed,  by  the 
General  Government,  to  station,  at  any  one 
point,  more  than  one  regiment,  coostitnting  a 
oommand  for  a  colonel,  and  not  more.  We  are 
told,  by  the  Governor,  that  the  troops  of  Bos- 
ton were  already  in  a  state  of  preparation  for 
defence,  and  that,  in  six  hours,  they  oonld  be 
msrobed  from  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
tliat  farther  preparation  was  not  considered 
nBoessary.  Sir,  if  the  objection  rested  on  this 
little  point  of  etiquette  alone,  it  lasted  too  long, 
and  was  of  too  serious  moment.  It  may  be 
nrged  that  the  consideration  for  pride  of  rank 
should  weigh  much  on  this  occasion.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  the  gentleman  all  that  he 
can  Justly  dertiand  in  beTialf  of  military  pridie, 
Bnt,  sir,  there  was  no  ground  furnished  for  the 
exercise  of  this  pride,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  requisition  made.  Was  it  ever  attempts 
ed,  during  the  war,  to  separate  the  men  from 
their  immediate  officers)  To  detach  the  cap- 
ias (tom  their  companies!  To  place  these 
oompanies,  subject  to  the  oommand  of  a  cap- 
tain, in  the  regular  army)  Such  a  measure 
was  never  attempted,  or  even  thought  of. 
There  was  no  real  or  implied  infringement  on 
the  rights  of  the  militia. 

The  militia  of  Uassochusetts  were  called  ont 
to  defend  tbetr  own  frontier.    Ko  order  bae 


ever  oome  nnder  my  view,  direetiDg  tliein  to 
be  morohed  to  the  fVwitier  of  tlie  United  States, 
or  to  defend  the  territory  of  oQier  Btatee.  If 
Massaohnsetts  was  really  diqiosed  to  oo-operat« 
in  tbe  defence  of  the  eoontry,  why  did  she  not 
dsfMid  her  own  borders!  Bat  it  seems,  traia 
the  comnraniostion  of  tbe  Governor  <^  Hose^ 
dbnsetta  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  tbe  Gov- 
ernor of  Nora  Scotia,  actnatad,  no  donbt,  hy 
the  amiability  of  his  character,  bod  interdicted 
any  invasion  of  tbe  borders  of  New  England. 
Was  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Nov< 
Sootia  to  be  regarded,  and  an  order  from  the 
Gorernment  of  the  United  States  to  be  disre- 
garded! Had  not  war  been  declared  against 
Great  Britian,  by  the  oonstitntionol  sutboritiea 
of  this  country?  Was  not  that  declaration  a 
solemn  law)  Was  it  not  the  supreme  law  of 
tbe  land?  Did  it  extend  to  all  the  States,  or 
only  to  a  few  of  them)  Must  amieoial  law  b« 
passed,  expressly  declaring  that  Haaaachnsetta 
shall  defend  its  borders)  Sir,  that  dedaradMi 
of  war  sbnck  a  panic  throngfa  England,  and 
its  dapendencies,  Bnt  Massachusetts  was  not 
to  be  affected  by  it.  That  declaration  was  to 
be  met  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  de- 
claring that  the  people  were  not  willing  to  l>e 
drawn  from  their  homes,  and  to  rally  on  tha 
border  befbre  ail  enemy  approached.  Could 
the  order  be  really  underatood  in  this  way  by 
the  Govemort  No,  sir.  It  was  only  an  ordor 
that  the  militia  sfaonld  be  dstadttA,  and  held  in 
requisition.  Bnt  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "detaobedf  "  It  is,  that  a  re^ar  detail 
should  be  made,  constitating  a  certam  body,  to 
fill  the  qnota  proper  to  bo  fanusbed  1^  eiudi 
State,  in  order  that  the  men  may  know  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  designated  to  march, 
when  orders  to  that  e^t  are  given.  Tbe  de- 
tail itself  it  nttt  an  order  to  march,  but  only  a 
itoti^ealion  to  t&ott  teho  are  to  be  in  reddinem. 

Sir,  on  this  sul^ect  of  yielding  the  etiqnette 
of  military  rank,  I  oon  refer  to  the  most  illos- 
trious  example;  An  individual,  who  has  been 
charged  with  high-handed  and  overbearins 
measures — who  has  been  erroneous^  charged 
with  tbe  violation  of  the  ctmstitution  of  hia 
country — who  yielded  this  point  of  military 
etiquette,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  in  the 
regnlations  of  the  army.  When  the  militia  of 
Tennessee,  under  the  oommand  of  General 
Jackson,  formed  a  junction  with  tJhe  troc^  of 
Georgia,  under  the  command  of  General  Pinck- 
ney,  m  tbe  Creek  notion.  General  Jackson  waa 
in  oommand  of  a  victorious  army.  His  oonv- 
mission  was  of  a  date  prior  to  that  of  General 
Pinckney,  and  of  equal  rank.  They  were  major- 
generaltk— Jackson  of  the  militia — Pinckney  of 
the  regnlar  army.  Did  General  Jackson  squab- 
ble about  military  etiquette)  No,  sir.  Tfaongh 
the  laurels  of  victory  luxuriated  on  his  tn^w, 
and  he  was  the  chief  of  many  battles,  witbont 
a  word  he  recognized  the  order  of  General 
Pinckney,  and  olteyed  his  oommsnd.  He 
sheathed  that  aword,  so  often  drawn  in  hia 
oooutry's  oinw,  and  never  dr»wn  in  vain.    H« 
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Rtorned  home,  aecoinpaiiied  b^  hU  bmye  fbl- 
krera,  and  met  tbe  thanks  of  &  gratefiil  coim- 
ftj.  Wt»  he  degraded !  He  sabmitted  to  the 
Im  of  hia  coDDtiy — be  had  do  Bcroples  of  mil- 
itirr  etiquette.  Bnt,  it  is  said,  in  the  case  of 
Hwuliuaett^  tlist  there  was  do  lair  for  tiiis 
rMiniHtion — that  the  order  was  a  regvett,  and 
una  Ian.  Bir,  I  SBk  Win,  Was  Dot  the  decla- 
ntiouDfwiU'alawt  Was  the  State  of  Maasa- 
dnudts  an  ezo^ttion  to  the  operation  of  that 
kv)  Was  it  a  partial  law!  Or  waa  it  mt«iid- 
cdtobegmerd  initsopentiout 

But  we  are  told,  that  aU  the  rc^ar  troopa  id 
Hwacbiuetts  were  marohed  to  the  northern 
ikatier.  If  ao,  were  tbej  not  marched  where 
»v  most  needed}  The  militia  were 
It  for  the  purposes  of  State  defenoe. 
That  State  was  filled  with  a  denee  population, 
and  the  invasioa  of  an  enemy  oould,  at  any 
tima,  be  rcMsted  without  diffleoltj,  where  inclt- 
utknwaB  not  wanting.  But,  while  so  mnoh 
CMnptaiDt  is  made,  that  the  regular  troope  were 
natdied  awaj,  it  u  not  amias  to  ask,  what 
rtefi  irere  taken  lo  increase  the  refnlar  troops, 
bf  the  recrniting  serrice  t  Sir,  wuat  was  the 
laBgiage  held  in  relation  to  that  aarvioe,  in  Mas- 
MWtts,  at  that  time!  DidtherecruitinKoffi- 
«nof  the  army  meet  with  no  olMtructlongt 
Wnnot  the  regrilarserTioe  entirely  disconraged) 
Did  net  the  civil  authority  eipreMl;  interfere  to 
pnrent  its  anooeas  t  And  did  not  another  an- 
Uuritj'  lend  its  ud  to  the  diacouragement  f 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  Governor  did 
>i(ht  to  refuae  obedience  to  the  President's  cir- 
wir;  that  the  G«neral  Government  had  no 
aatbority  to  iarae  such  an  order ;  that  the  law 
('ITKgave  aothority  to  the  President  only  to 
an  nptm  the  railitia  offioera  of  the  several 
Strtts;  that  the  law  does  not  name  the  Qov- 
>ior,  bnt  only  the  militia  officers.  This  is 
tna.  Bnt  I  will  show  yon  tliat  the  law  of  '9S 
VM  bohy  in  this  respect  It  ought  to  have 
ouMd  the  Governor.  The  expression  of  the 
lav  (hoold  have  been  more  foil.  But,  stiU  I 
Hk  jon,  how  yon  will  separate  the  Governor 
ho  the  militia  officers  of  a  State,  when  he  is 
•bdmH^  tx  offeio,  the  comn]ander<in<ohief  of 
Uw  militia  of  that  State  t  Is  it  not  tme,  that 
>ke  mil  and  military  fuictioDS  are  both  united 
fa  himt  Then,  I  am  nnahte  to  perceive  the 
^"JMtion  between  a  militia  officer  and  the 
MnauDder-in-chief  of  the  militia.  And,  I  say, 
h  voold  be  irregular,  in  the  Gener^  Govem- 
^■>t,to  iicne  an  order  to  any  aubordinate  o£B- 
HT.  vithont  that  order  first  passing  through 
tas  mmoander-in-chief.  All  regular  dottdlB 
•Jfoopsfrom  a  State,  must  be  made  through 
»«  Governor  of  that  State,  by  the  officers  of 
U>  Geoeral  Government,  nnless  in  extreme 
fuea.  If  ^iH  mle  be  diaregarded,  there  will 
b«  BO  medium  at  which  to  stop,  between  a 
wvemor  of  a  State  and  a  corporal  of  a  aqnad. 
«e  Governor  has  the  roster  of  his  geuernl  offi- 
Mn,  and  can,  with  regnlarity,  and  fadlity, 
»Kh  the  lowest  detaU  of  his  commuid. 

Bm,  it  baa  been  emphatioally  asked,  where 


ia  the  power  of  the  Govenior  to  tbmst  himself 
between  the  phynoal  power  of  the  State  and 
that  of  t^e  General  Government !  Sir,  I  ask 
aame  question.  I  want  to  find  this  power 
as  much  as  the  gentleman  does.  I  believe  there 
ia  but  one  precedent  for  it,  and  that  is  in  the 
of  the  Governor  of  Massachusetta.  Did  not 
Bovernor  of  ICassochusetts  do  every  thing 
isist  the  power  of  the  General  Government  1 
Did  not  Governor  Strong  interpose  himself  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  people 
of  hia  own  State  t  1  say  he  did.  And,  whether 
thia  was  phyaicol  or  moral  resistance,  it  had 
the  effect  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  the  General 
Government  to  a  certain  extent.  Did  he  not 
call  upon  his  indges  to  auatain  him  in  his  posi- 
tion of  neutrality  which  he  hod  taken  t  Sir,  I 
do  not  implicate,  in  his  conduct,  the  whole  of 
that  respectable  State.  I  am  well  aware  that, 
there  were  some  men  who  ^d  much,  and  would 
gladly  have  done  raore^  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
ade  the  people  of  that  State.  lie  ruling 
icians  of  that  day  are  req>onsible  to  the 
American  people.  My  information  respecting 
this  case,  1  have  obtained  ^m  docnmeutary 
evidence.  From  the  documents,  Ifind,  that  the 
Governor  issued  his  orders  to  the  Legi^atnre  of 
that  State,  to  take  no  part  in  this  "  unhallowed 
war."  The  Le^slature  responded  to  that  eenti> 
ment,  and  directed  the  militia  to  remain  at 
home.     Sir,  this  waa  done  in  1614. 

If  the  (^vemor,  in  all  this,  had  acted  un- 
knowingly, I  could  find  on  eionse  for  him.  If 
his  errors  bad  been  those  of  omission  only,  the 
gnilt  would  have  been  less;  snd,  if  it  were  tm& 
that  the  Governor  alone  had  erred,  I  should 
then  say  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ought 
not  to  be  prejudiced.  But  if,  on  the  contrary, 
it  be  a  fact,  tnst  what  he  did  was  done  witii 
his  eyes  open,  that  his  errors  were  those,  not 
of  omission  only,  but  of  commission  also ;  and, 
in  his  Btndied  course  of  resistance  to  the  United 
States,  he  was  snst^ned  by  &'  majority  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  in  that  re- 
siatance-rwhile  »  war  was  r^^g,  and  a  savage 
enemy  laying  waste  our  country,  burning  and 
destroying  our  towns  and  villages,  a  Governor 
thus  acting,  found  a  r^ulor  aocesalou  of  strenglli 
and  support  from  the  people  over  whom  he 
presided ; — then,  I  say,  that  people  is  responsi- 
ble. The  people  of  that  State  came  agun  to 
the  polls ;  tbey  had  opportunity  then  to  place 
a  veto  on  his  conduct.  Did  they  do  so  t  Is 
there  any  thing  like  a  shadow  of  diaapproba- 
tionf  No.  air.  Thej^  approved  his  course, 
they  sustained  bis  principles.  He  waa  re- 
elected by  increased  maijorities.  They  hiuled 
his  re-ele«tion  with  aoclamations.  Their  Legis- 
lature rendered  solemn  thanks  to  Heaven  for 
his  re-election.  And,  now,  sir,  what  is  asked 
of  this  Coogrees  ?  To  pay  for  services  reodered 
by  troops  whose  services  had  not  met  the  spirit 
of  the  GonatitQtion. 

We  find  that  aaanronoea  had  been  given  to 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  that,  if  the  roqid- 
ritiona  of  tha  General  Government  were  not 
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oompUed  witb,  that  "  tlie  meaanres  which  may 
be  adopted  hj  a  State  Government,  for  the  de- 
fence of  B  State,  moat  be  coasidered  its  own 
measures,  and  not  those  of  the  Daited  States. 
The  expenses  attend inc  them  are  chargeable  to 
the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States.  Yonr 
Dxoellenc;  will  peroeive  that  a  different  con- 
Btrnction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
and,  as  it  is  believed,  into  the  moat  pemiciona 
oonseqoencea."  Yet  we  find  hia  txcellency 
prepared  to  risk  the  consequencea ;  and  it  ia 
bnt  fit  that  the  State  ahonld  now  be  answerable 
for  them.  Look  at  the  eabsequent  conduct  of 
thb  aame  Governor.  On  the  groand  of  thia 
federtU  aaanrance,  troops  were  placed,  by  com' 
promise,  nnder  the  offioers  of  tbe  General  Got- 
emment.  They  refnaed  obedience  to  their  offi- 
cers, and  the  compromise  was  diBSolved.  There 
were  then  bnt  few  regular  troops  in  that  State. 
The  sitaation  of  the  northern  frontier  required 
their  presence,  and  that  became  their  destina- 
tion. In  Uassachnsetts  we  find  there  waa 
a  great  reverence  entertained  for  the  constitu- 
tioa  of  the  oonntry.  The  State  authorities 
would  not  permit  Uieir  troopa  to  atep  beyond 
the  lines  of  the  St«t«.  Yet  we  are  called  upon 
to  pay  these  troops  for  services  rendered  to  the 
United  States  in  the  laat  war.  And  pray,  sir, 
how  longdid  they  serve!  Information  on  this 
point  is  very  vagne  and  indefinite.  Some  for 
"nearly  three  wiontt* "— some  for  two  weeks, 
and  others  for  two  days.  Bat,  air,  we  are  as- 
aored,  and  with  much  gravity,  too,  that  Govern- 
or Strong,  in  all  thia  matter,  had  no"  desire 
to  embarrass  the  General  Government."  On 
this  point  I  may  safely  leave  all  to  jndge  for 
themselves.  Bnt,  sir,  what  aays  Masaaohnsetts 
herself  on  this  point!  Hear  the  address  of 
Governor  Enstis  to  the  Legislature,  in  the  Uay 
eession  of  1833.  In.  addressing  the  Legislature, 
tbncbing  this  claim,  be  aays :  "  The  long-oon- 
tinned  opposition  to  the  Federal  Government, 
more  especially*  the  measures  pnrsned  in  this 
State,  during  the  eventAil  and  critical  period 
of  the  tate  war — the  withholding  from  the  Gov- 
ernment the  oonstitntionat  means  of  defence — 
the  paralyzing  influence  exercised  over  the 
agents  of  that  Government,  which  occasioned 
double  aacriflce  of  life  and  treasure,  while  the 
citizens  of  other  States  were  eieroising  their 
utmost  energies  against  a  common  enemy;  and, 
when  H  gallant  army  and  navy  were  covering 
themselves  with  glory,  and  retrieving,  and  es- 
tablishing, on  an  imperishable  basis,  the  na- 
tional character,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  land, 
most  ever  he  regretted."  And  again,  sir,  when 
referring  to  tbe  same  subject  in  the  continuation 
of  the  same  addreaa — "The  rising  generation 
who  could  have  had  no  agency  in  this  disloyal 
conrse,  appear  te  have  taken  an  honorable  and 
earnest  interaat  in  ita  disavowal."  To  these 
sentimenta  we  find  both  branches  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  If  asaachnsette  reaponding. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  if  Massachnsetta  had,  with  a 
proper  feeling  of  what  was  due  to  heraelf  and 
the  country,  acted  as  the  exigencies  of  the 


times  demanded  from  her,  as  a  lea^g  State  tn 
this  Confederacy,  I  wonld  freely  vote  for  re- 
mDnerotion.  Uy  language  wonld  I>e,  pay  thia 
debt,  if  it  swept  tbe  last  dollar  ft-om  onr  Tr«w- 
ury.  If  the  claim  is  just,  it  onffht,  of  right,  to 
be,  and  must  be  paid.  Bnt  the  services  for 
which  we  are  asked  to  pay,  were  not  rendered 
in  accordance  with  the  constitation,  and  tlioae 
which  were  rendered  were  inefficient,  and  com- 
paratively of  no  valne, 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  motive  for  so 
great  a  change  in  sentiment  as  that  eipresmd 
in  the  message  of  Governor  £ustia  I  I  will  not 
say  it  ia  the  love  of  gun  and  lucre.  I  had 
rather  believe  it  ia  an  honest  revolntion  in  pub- 
lic feeling,  and  that,  should  another  crisis  ar- 
rive, the  people  of  Massachusetts  wonld  join 
tbe  country  and  support  the  GovemmeDt  in 
asserting  and  defending  the  rights  of  botb. 
But  this  ia  no  argument  that  Conjsress  must 
pay  them  for  their  good  determinations  in  ad- 
vance. The  people  of  Massachaaetts,  like  tba 
people  of  any  other  8tate,  can  olum  from  this 
Government  only  what  they  have  deserved. 

Bnt  we  ore  told  that  many  of  these  militia 
were  ardent  patriots  and  good  democrats.  Sir, 
I  atand  here  to  do  justice,  and  not  to  distribute 
alms.  Uy  resistance  to  thia  claim  is  a  matter 
of  principle,  and,  unless  I  can  be  connnced 
that  tbe  claim  itaelf  is  Jnst,  I  never  can  allow 
it  to  the  claimants,  whosoever  they  may  be. 

What  was  our  sitnation,  Ur.  Chairman,  when 
Massachusetts  thought  fit  to  resist  the  author- 
ity of  the  General  Government!  Onr  north 
ern  frontier  was  bleeding  at  every  pore ;  onr 
armies  were  reduced  to  skeletons;  onr  Atlan 
tio  coast  was  bound  in  blockade  by  tbe  enemy'i 
ships;  fleets  hovered  in  sight  of  oar  seaports; 
onr  Boathem  frontier  was  drenched  in  blood ; 
a  savage  enemy  had  invaded  our  northwestern 
borders;  the  conflagration  of  onr  frontier  ham- 
lets proclaimed  the  ^proach  of  an  Indian  ene- 
my ;  the  murderous  tomahawk  was  raised  on 
high ;  tbe  savage  arm  wss  upheld  by  British 
influence ;  the  scalping-knife  received  a  keener 
edge  ttom  the  gilded  hope  of  British  gold ; 
and  indisoriminate  slaughter  of  every  age  and 
sex  closed  the  scene  of  oar  suffering  frontiers : 
our  finances  were  exhausted,  onr  credit  de- 
stroyed, and  hope  a  stranger  in  the  land ;  de- 
spair was  marked  in  every  face,  and  each 
patriot  countonance,  as  it  aniioaaly  gszed  on 
the  passer-by,  exclaimed,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to  he  aaved  I "  Convulsions  shook  tbe  very 
foundation  of  onr  Government  Sir,  at  Uiat 
time,  did  not  Massachusetts  appoint  commia- 
aionera  or  agents  to  wait  upon  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States,  to  inform  him  tbat  it  was 
time  he  abould  snrrender  his  power  into  other 
hands?  It  is  not  my  design,  Mr.  Chturman,  to 
cast  reflections  on  the  character  of  these  mis- 
guided people,  whose  teal  and  courage,  mis- 
directed by  their  Governor,  were  turned  against 
their  own  Government,  instead  of  the  invaderf 
of  their  country.  Sir,  I  know  tbe  pritoitdv* 
obaracter  of  MaasaohoBetta,     I  hav«  not  foi> 
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|ott«a  LningtM).  AH  ninst  remember  Bod- 
hr'i  Bill  BoeUm,  too,  wts  ooe  of  the  cradlea 
of  DDT  Rendati<Mi.  I  am  not  QDmindfnl  of  the 
dMds  of  their  fUhera — innnoTtal  deeds,  which 
Atd  *  hilo  ATOQud  their  national  eharacter  I 

I  «iU  now  refer  70u  to  the  speech  of  Gov- 
BDor  Strong,  delivered  to  the  Legiglatiire  of 
HunchoBetts,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1818.  In 
(dTtrtiiig  to  the  state  i^  onr  conntiy,  he  bb;h, 
m  a  pert  of  bis  roeech,  speaking  of  his  re-elec- 
tiM  lo  (Ace,  "  their  (^e  people's)  approbation 
of  mj  Goodact  the  last  jear,  is  pocnliarly  grat«- 
Ail,  19  it  leads  me  to  hope  that  my  services  in 
the  jeti  to  come  will  be  cotiBidered  with  the 
HIM  indulgence."  ThroQghont  the  whole  of 
Alt  addnsa-  we  find  but  one  sentiment  ei- 
pvwd,  and  that  lentiinent  in  opposition  to  the 
TV.  Tbe  Lc^datare,  in  their  response  to  the 
OoTcntor'a  i^eech,  indnlged  in  aoimadversions 
«f  tiM  most  abnaive  character,  towards  the 
G«attil  Oovenunent  Was  Utit  what  onght  to 
hax  been  expected  from  the  people  of  that 
State!  Tas  Uils  resistance  lo  the  eneraj  wor- 
ttj  of  the  reniTuieration  of  CoDgress  1  No, 
~     ''  1  feelings  which  bind  men  to 

1,  to  their  freedom,  and  to  their 
^  seem,  in  this  instance,  to  have 
taca  anencbed  hj  the  remorseless  influence  of 
jiny  beat.  The  enem j,  with  their  fleet,  bad 
Mmd  the  Chesapeake  before  this  period — the 
PK^  of  Massachusetts  expressed  no  concern 
Rr  (hat  STeot.  Ftvnchtown  bad  been  laid  in 
■Acs— were  the  people  of  Uassachusetts  awok- 
caed  to  sjmpathf  t  Havre  de  Qrace  had  pre- 
Miled  series  ttf  the  moat  appalling  character — 
nte  tbe  people  of  Uaesachuaetts  roused  t 
Sard;  some  hints  of  invamon  had  been  nven ; 
■WWMO  trads  were  in  the  path ;  the  rifle  and 
tmhtwk  of  the  Indian  gleamed  among  the 
kMi;  tha knife  was  stained  with  the  blood  of 
Aev  own  rdaUvea:  ;et  Massachusetts  alone 
nslbat  speck  of  earth,  in  the  United  Btates, 
*bo«  DO  indignaDt  fbeling  glowed — no  tear  of 
■TBpsthy  was  shed — no  blush  for  the  wonnded 
Wir  of  onr  ooontiT  mantied 

ta'iebeek. 


n  their  etates- 


Kmt,  sir,  I  ask,  can  this  oommittee,  with  all 
ftw&ds  staring  tbem  in  the  face,  mj.  that 


. •  is  entitled  to  tbe  allowance  of 

tUtdumt  To  whom  ia  it  to  b«  pwdt  Not 
ft"  to  tiie  men  who  served  "  almoBt  three 
■Mia.''  Bo,  sir.  Those  men  have  been  paid 
^  wwe.  It  is  the  8taU  of  Massaohnsetts 
tlM  irgts  this  claim,  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
T^  Ovntom  and  the  I^islatnre  were  reepoa- 
WbIo  these  troops.  The  individuals  cannot 
•to.  Tbe  question  now,  therefore,  is  be- 
!■•»  tbe  Btate  aatborities  and  the  United 
Sat**.  If  we  give  them  any  thing,  it  must  be 
<wj  fcr  their  &thers'  eakes,  and  the  Immortal- 
II;  ot  their  &ther«  speaks  better  things  than 
wbfandof  Abd.  Against  whran  was  all  the 
"MtsoM  of  HasaMbnsetta  displayed!  (and 
B^nrialed manftilly)  was  it  againat  a  foreign 


i  blood  was  it  that 


SdU. 


[H.  or  B. 

they  were  mo^  ready  to  shed  I  For  the  lan- 
guage held  by  Massachnsetts  at  that  day,  in  re- 
monstrances of  the  people  to  the  Leprfatnre, 
(and  by  it  deemed  appealing  and  pathetic,) 
was,  that  they  would  "  resist  even  unto  blood." 
This  language  was  not  applied  to  the  invaders 
of  thia  country.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  tbe 
friends  of  this  bill,  that  my  objections  to  this 
claim  are  fonnded  in  principle. 

I  know  that  the  rising  generation  in  Hasta- 
chusetts  have  become  supporters  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, by  tbe  declarations  of  the  Governor 
and  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  Bnt  are 
we  to  pay  the  claim  because  they  will  be  duti- 
ful hereafter  t  WUl  it  be  said  that  tbe  General 
Government  onght  to  have  taken  steps  to  put 
an  end  to  anch  a  atate  of  things?  If  ateps,  at 
the  necessary  OTisis,  had  been  teken — if  officers 
had  been  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Massachn- 
setts — the  state  of  feeling  there  was  so  violent, 
in  resistance  to  tbe  General  Government,  that 
yonr  officers  wonld  have  been  cmcified.  Did 
not  the  authorities  of  that  State  tell  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  he  was  no  offi- 
cer of  the  Government!  that  be  was  unfit  for 
his  station,  and  that  he  must  surrender  up  his 

Kwer  1  Under  these  oircnmstancea,  wonld  it 
vo  been  proper  for  Hit  General  Government 
to  have  invaded  Maasachnaetta,  by  the  march 
of  an  army,  if  ve  had  had  troops  to  spare  on 
snch  an  ent«rprise!  Were  not  that  people  pro- 
pared  to  "  resist  unto  blood !  " 

On  the  Bth  of  October,  twelve  delegBt«a 
were  ^ipointed  by  the  Legislature  to  attend  the 
Convention  which  was  to  meet  at  Hartford. 
The  convention  met,  deliberated,  and  reported 
their  proceedings  at  Hartford,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Legislatnre  of  Massachnsetts,  on 
the  25th  of  January,  1816,  by  resolution  of 
that  body.  The  Oovemor  was  authorized  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  repur  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  objects  of  thia  convention. 

Their  diabolical  plans  were  not  executed. 
Higher  destinies  awi^ted  this  country.  Peace 
was  restored;  the  Union  was  preserved.  Dar- 
ing this  period,  the  8th  of  Jannary,  so  memora- 
ble in  onr  history,  had  been  inscribed  in  the 
calendar  of  our  national  days — that  day  which 
had  so  happily  illustrated  our  national  charac- 
ter. 'Tis  the  brightest  and  proudest  day  which 
this  country  has  witnessed  within  nearly  half  a 
century.  But,  sir,  I  will  not — nay,  I  cannot — 
utter  the  feelings  which  I  cherish  in  the  recol- 
lection of  that  day.  It  beggared  the  annals  of 
tbe  world,  in  the  brilliancy  of  its  achievements. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  every  American  as 
glorious  to  this  country,  and  incalculable  in  its 
results.  Oan  this  committee,  with  all  these 
circumstances  placed  before  them,  say  that  this 
claim  shall  be  paid  t 

But,  we  are  told,  that  Uie  good  people  ought 
not  to  be  mulcted  for  tiie  conduct  of  their  offi- 
cers. Their  officers  were  of  their  own  crea- 
tion. They  were  re-elected  by  a  m^oritr  of 
the  Btat«,  with  a  knowledg*  that  tbeiT  poUdM 
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were  at  w&r  with  the  nfttion'a  Bofetj.  The  in- 
dividaals  have  been  paid.  The  Stat&  in  it« 
ohttract«r,  resisted  the  power  of  the  General 
QoTemment.  'Sow,  it  is  the  bnaiaesa  of  that 
Government  to  withhold  from  Massachusetts  a 
Bom  to  which  she  has  no  right,  nu  claim,  in  taw 
or  equity.  In  futnre  we  Bhajl  have  no  more 
talk  about  conscriptions.  Let  t}ie  Ooremor, 
the  Legislatare,  and  soma  of  those  eloquent 
leaders  whose  influence  was  bo  sraat  at  that 
dsf ,  oompromiae  this  matter  wiUi  their  own 
people.  Thef  will  not  ogi^  at  a  period  so 
tnomentoDH,  impede  the  General  Govenunent 
in  its  march  against  foreign  aggresaion.  Let 
Jfassachusetts  learn  to  feel  and  co-operate  with 
her  sinter  States.  Let  her,  hereafter,  moke 
common  cause  in  defence  of  our  repnblicai 
stitntJona,  and  no  difficulties  can  arise  in 
payment  of  her  troops.  Tbe  war  in  which  she 
ref^ised  to  co-operate,  was  a  war  for  maritime 
rights,  and  the  interests  of  eommeroe.  Wi 
told  that  Massachnsetts  has  six  hondred  miles 
of  aeabou^.  Bhe  has  her  ships  and  her  sul- 
ors,  whilst  other  States  of  the  Union  have  nd- 
ther.  The  war  grew  out  of  the  interests  of 
the  States  bordering  on  tbe  Atlantic.  In  the 
moanttuns  we  were  safe,  secure  in  our  fast- 


No  1  Bat  when  the  New  England  States  sof- 
fered  by  oatrages,  committed  on  her  citizens 
and  her  conuneroe,  national  pride  swelled  in 
onr  bosoms.  We  h»d  not  onr  brothers  and 
sonsimpressedhytbeenemr.  Themountunsof 
the  West  intrenched  as.  We,  too,  oonld  have 
objected,  on  the  ground  of  constitntional  ecm- 

Ses,  to  a  participatiou  in  that  wu*.  It  was  not 
ine.  The  limits  of  the  continent  were  not 
too  broad  for  our  militia.  They  wonld  have 
marched  to  the  Rooky  tfoontaina — nay,  even 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  if  the  national 
safety  had  required  them  to  do  so.  When  onr 
armies  were  without  supplies,  in  the  land  of  an 
enemy,  not  one  ronrmnr  eso^)ed  them  against 
the  General  Government.  On  this  floor,  onr 
Reprosentativea,  true  to  the  national  interest, 
throughout  the  strafe,  declared  the  will  of 
their  constituents.  But  one  feeling  was  cher- 
ished by  them,  and  that  was  an  auiioUH  eolici- 
tnde  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberty,  cost 
what  it  would.  When  peace  was  restored,  we 
claimed  nothing  of  the  General  Government 
but  what  we  were  fairly  entitled  to,  by  the 
oonditions  of  service. 

If  Uassaohnsetts  had  pursued  a  umilar  conrse, 
not  a  voice  would  have  been  beard,  to-day,  in 
oppodtion  to  this  claim.  Bhe  ohose  a  different 
course,  and  it  is  but  Justice  that  she  ihould  re- 
alize its  oonsequences. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Dwisht,  the  oonmittee 
roae,  aad  the  House  adjourned. 

Koin>A.T,  Uarch  S?. 

TPaiUd  Stattt  and  Sovth  Ameriat, 

Tb»  naolotiim  offered  by  }ir.  Wvxufwk,  ob 


Saturday  last,  relative  to  the  pUdgt  said  to 
have  been  given  by  our  Uinieter  to  Mexico^ 
came  np  as  tiie  unfinished  business. 

Hr.  VMBPLAjjOK  observed,  that,  in  this  reeo- 
Intion,  tbe  character  of  our  Minister  seemed  to 
him  to  be  oonfonnded  with  another,  And  * 
much  more  important  sutject:  to  avoid  thi^ 
he  had  prepared  another  resolntion,  which  h« 
wiahed  now  to  offer  as  an  amendment,  to  coma 
in  after  the  word  "  Resolved." 

"  TbU  the  Comntttee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  uid  report  to  this  Doosa, 
whether  the  Cniled  St&tes  has,  io  tny  maoner,  by 
any  authority  recognized  by  the  coEistitutioo,  made 
my  pledge  to  the  Gavemments  of  Ueiico  uid 
South  America,  that  the  Uuited  States  would  not 
permit  the  interference  of  aoy  foreign  power  with 
the  IndependcDce  or  form  of  Oovemment  of  thoaa 
nations  T  in  what  manner  f  and  to  what  extent  f  " 

Mr.  WicKLiFFK  expressed  his  S4)probation  of 
the  amendment,  which  he  acceptod  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  resolution.  Ho  disclaimed,  how- 
ever, all  intention  of  making  any  attack  npMi 
our  Minister  to  Mexico :  he  felt  not  the  slight- 
est hostility  to  that  gentieraan,  for  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  he  entertained  great  respect ;  hts 
only  wish  had  been  to  obtain  an  expression  of 
the  sense  of  this  House,  as  to  an  important 
declaration  of  one  who  was  the  acknowledged 
and  responsible  organ  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  Mallasx  said,  that  he  was  glad  the  reso- 
lntion had  been  offered — his  only  objection  was 
to  the  form  in  which  the  subject  was  referred. 
When  infbrmation  was  wished  for,  touching 
onr  foreign  relationa,  it  had  been  usual  for  this 
noose  to  direct  its  call  to  the  Executive,  and 
not  to  one  of  its  own  committees.  A  highly 
respectable  individual  had  gone  abroad  as  onr 
diplomatio  agent  to  a  neighboring  Kepablio — 
he  had,  ta  his  intercourse  with  that  Govern- 
ment, made  a  dechwation  which  appeared  to 
have  excited  groat  interest  This  was  to  have 
been  expected — it  was  right  it  shotdd — it  wm 
natural  that  the  nation  should  wish  to  know 
how  far  they  are  understood  by  other  Qovern- 
ments,  as  pledged  to  a  particul^  line  of  polioj. 
The  present  was  a  very  proper  inquiry,  m 
going  to  correct  false  impressions,  if  any  had 
been  recdved,  and  presenting  an  occasion  on 
which  the  House  might,  if  it  tbought  flt,  maka 
a  stand  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  thia 
Government.  It  was  highly  expedient  that  tha 
facts  of  this  case  should  be  fully  known. 

The  reference  of  onr  Minister  seemed  to  hiia 
to  be  to  no  other  pledge  than  that  which  may  be 
understood  as  given  m  Mr.  Monroe's  mcssogei. 
Yet,  when  that  messsge  was  closely  examined, 
it  would  be  found  to  contain  no  express  pledga 
as  to  what  this  Government  wonld  do  In  tbe 
cose  supposed. 

[Here  Mr  M.  qnoted  the  part  of  tbe  mrwiijo 
referred  to.] 

Here,  ur,  is  nothing  so  very  alarming,  nuloM 
it  be  oonsidered  as  fnparinff  the  way  for  • 
future  war— jt  gives  do  [dedge  to  titat  efitet— 
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nt  ito  Ungiuge  is  such  ihat  an  inforenoe  nuj, 
bf  ponbifitj,  be  drawn  from  iL  that  this  Gor- 
(fBEKOt  is  oommitted  to  the  South  American 
fiutw  to  an  eitetit  farther  than  it  is  ooimnitt«d 
to  the  net  of  the  world.  Bot  the  langnage 
bdd  bj  oar  Minister  is  not  of  this  Tagne  and 
indefinite  deeeriptSon — it  is  explicit — it  is  deci- 
■ire— (ud,  if  the  Govemment  have  taken  the 
{TNod  he  states,  I  think  it  deurrea  the  most 
KriDU  ctmsideration,  and  that  speedily. 

1  own,  sir,  that  I  can  concelTe  a  atata  of 
tUnn  to  oconr  in  rdation  to  thwe  Kepohlics 
Thidi  might  induce  ns  to  change  the  pouoy 
Htt  thus  &r  puTSDed — bnt  it  is  a  state  of 
tUnp  DHMt  unlikely  to  h^pen.  If  all  the 
DanifieaD  Governments  shonld  combine  and 
inmmHLoe  a  oruBade  against  Republican  Got- 
(noMDU  as  such,  and  shonld  commence  their 
openliatta  by  an  iiiTaaioa  of  the  Sooth  Ameri- 
an  States  in  onr  immediate  vicinity,  a  serioos 
qnestiM]  might  praeent  itself  how  far  we 
m^t,  in  self-defence,  to  take  tlie  ground  inti- 
Biled  by  Preflident  Monroe,  and  maintun  it 
\j  font  of  irmH.  But  no  snoh  stale  of  things 
tnta,  or  ie«ns  likely  to  exist;  tlte  inquiry, 
knierer,  is  proper,  and  ought  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Pdwku.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
IS  DOW  modified,  by  striking  oat  all  after  the 
VMd  "Reeclved,"  and  InaertJiag  the  following: 

"TlMt  the  Presdent  of  the  United  SUtca  be  re- 
tKtted  (0  taform  this  House  whether  the  United 
^•lea  bive,  in  any  nuniier,  nisde  soy  pledge  to 
&  Goiemmenls  of  Mexico  and  South  America, 
1^  the  United  States  would  not  permit  tbe  inter- 
fcrtnn  of  any  foreign  power  with  the  indepeod- 
nee  or  form  of  GoTemment  of  those  nations;  and, 
If  ai,  b  vhat  manner  T  sad  to  what  extent  T  " 

Ur.  P.  sud,  that,  as  he  understood  the  gen- 
tlansn  from  Eentocky,  (Mr.  Wicsicttb,)  the 
ol^  of  that  gentleman  and  his  own  were,  in 
nbataoM.  tbe  same — their  proporationa  diffmd 
aij  is  the  mode  by  whioli  that  object  was  to 
h  sEtiined.  His  reaolnljon,  Mr.  P.  said,  pro- 
wA  to  direct  the  inqniry  to  be  made  by  the 
CoDRnlttee  on  Foreign  AAhin,  mine  directs  the 
infmj  immediately  to  the  EiJeontive.  I  think 
1^  latter  ootme  ia  the  most  proper  and  becom- 
^  That  propoaed  by  the  gentleman  is  nnn- 
Mu.   The  Parliamentary  practioe,  when  even 

■  ntmnitteeof  this  House  wants  any  informa- 
tim  touehiug  onr  foreign  relations,  is  to  ask  it 
t^nndi  the  Honse,  and  of  the  Preudent ;  and 
^uo^  I  dionld  be  tax  from  sacrificing  prinoi- 
pktoHMuiderationaof  oonrtesy,  yet,  when  the 
tsiKiple  is  the  same,  I  prefer  that  oourae  which 

■  tnoat  Murteoas  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
fin  Gownmrat — and  I  think  it  is  in  the  pres- 
■atCMe  more  conrteoos  for  this  Honse  to  ask 
usiDfbiuiation  in  question  from  the  Frendent 
rftheUinted  States,  than  from  one  of  its  own 
5"w*teea  It  ia  certainly  vary  important 
a*t  tbii  Howe  should  have  the  knowledge 
vuther  fliis  country  does  or  doea  not  stand 
^td^  in  the  maimer  stated.  I  shotdd  like  to 
mimthaopiiuoiiirf  tbePreddant  himself  im 


and  sml  more,  if  such  is  the  wish,  < 
ministration,  I  am  very  far  from  believing  it  ia 
sanctioned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  it  is  higlily  proper,  that,  on  BO  serious  a 
matter,  the  people  should  be  informed  direclij 
by  the  President  himself. 

Mr.  WioKurra  observed,  that,  If  tbe  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia, 
had  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instmctious  given 
to  OUT  Minister,  he  should  have  had  no  Mtjeo- 
tion  to  its  adoption ;  but  it  called  for  informa- 
tion only  as  to  what  anthority  the  Minister  had 
to  say  diat  the  Government  is  pledged.  For 
himself,  he  was  not  much  acquainted  with 
diplomacy — and  he  was  not  certain  whether  a 
call  like  that  proposed  would  induce  the  Pren- 
dent  to  send  the  instructions.  What,  asked 
Mr.  W.,  are  we  to  have!  Are  we  only  to  get 
an  answer,  saying  that  tlie  eipreswon  of  the 
Minister  q)pear8  only  to  refer  to  the  message 
of  President  Monroe)  Hia  own  object  was  to 
bring  out  an  expression  by  the  ofGcers  of  thia 
Government  of  their  understanding  whether 
each  a  pledge  was  or  ought  to  be  given.  Ha 
should  have  drawn  hia  resolution  so  as  to  in- 
dode  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  instmctions,  bnt 
he  knew  that  it  was  usual  for  the  President  to 
send  such  documents  as  are  called  for  by  the 
House,  and  it  might  be  improper  to  send  the 
entire  letter,  as  part  of  it  imght  relate  to  pend- 
ing negotiations;  a  treaty  with  Mexico  is  still 
in  fien.  and  he  did  not  wish  a  disclosure  of  any 
thing  that  might  be  iniurioos  to  the  public  in- 
terest He  bad  accomplished  the  end  for  which 
he  had  first  introduced  his  resolution.    He  had 


tiona,  and  in  this  matter  had.  done  his  dn^ ; 
the  House  would  now  dispose  of  the  matter  aa 
they  might  deem  most  expedient ;  if  they  wiah 
tbe  opinion  of  the  Presiaent  in  preference  to 
the  sight  of  docnmenis  filed  with  him,  he  was 
content,  and  should  make  no  olgeotion  to  that 

Mr.  FowKLL  answered,  that,  in  ofi^ring  his 
amendment,  be  had  not  for  a  moment  contem- 

tilated  the  calling  for  copies  of  the  Minister's 
nstmclions.  He  could  not  by  any  means, 
sanction  a  call  of  that  kind ;  and  if  it  were 
proposed  by  others,  he  should  vote  against  ib 
All  he  wished  to  aak  was,  whether  the  Minister 


response  mnst  be  a  plain  one.  If  he  had  au- 
thority, the  President  will  answer  affirmative^, 
and  will  also,  if  he  acts  towards  this  Honse  m 
good  faith,  disclose  what  is  that  anthority,  and 
where  it  is  lo  be  foond.  If  instmctions  to  tiiis 
effect  have  been  gi\en  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  he  will  say  so ;  if  Mr,  Poinsett  only  re- 
ferred to  the  message  of  President  Monroe^  he 
will  tell  DS  that ;  and  if  the  declaration  wm 
made  withont  an;  antlioritj  at  all,  be  oin  t«Q 
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na  tbat  In  the  latter  caw^  &6  GoTenunent  ie 
boond,  on  eveiy  oonalderatioD,  to  let  it  be  dis- 
tlnotlf  known  that  tb«re  exists  no  snch  pledge. 
Sir,  I  feel  verj  confident  tbat  tbis  is  tbe  caae; 
and  I  bold,  not  only  that  tbere  i»  no  BQcb 
pledge,  but  that  there  oagbt  not  to  be ;  and,  if 
there  bas  sncb  a  pledge  been  given,  I,  for  one, 
am  prepared  to  resist  it  to  tbo  ntmost  eitremi- 
tj,  in  which  the  law  and  the  oonstitatioa  will 
Bopport  me.  I  hold  sach  eDgagementB  b;  the 
Execative  to  be  dangerouB  and  QDwarrantable. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  rising  to  sabmit  an  amend- 
roent,  obserrad,  that,  if  the  Hoaee  made  aoj 
inquiry,  be  thongbt  they  ought  to  make  one 
immediately  pertinent  to  tbe  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. Altbongh  be  believed  tiiere  was 
abundant  evidence,  from  tbe  documents  which 
had  accompanied  Uie  President's  message,  that 
onr  Minister  was  jastified,  either  by  tbe  letter 
or  spirit  of  bis  instructions,  to  bold  tbe  lan- 
guage wbicb  be  bad  done  on  the  occasion  of 
this  memorable  pledge,  yet,  if  we  do  inquire, 
let  Qs  go  to  tbe  pith  and  marrow  of  the  thing 
at  once,  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Clay's  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  of  the  S6th  Sep- 
tember^  where  onr  Minister  relates  bis  confer- 
ence with  tbe  Mexican  Plenipotentiariea.  He 
boped  tbot  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
accept  his  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his 
entire  resolution,  and  if  tbat  gentleman  desired 
to  add  any  thing  to  it,  he  was  willing  it  should 
be  in  the  shape  of  aa  esplicit  call  for  more 
facts,  more  doouments,  and  not  for  opinions 
and  arguments. 

Mr.  II.  said  he  confessed  tbat  he  was,  in  the 
first  place,  opposed  to  anj  call  on  tbe  subject, 
because  be  thought  it  an  act  of  supererogation, 
as  tbe  Yei7  pomt  of  inquiry  was  saffloiently 
elucidated  by  tbe  information  we  already  pos- 
aessed;  but  he  confessed  he  entertained  the 
most  unreserved  ond  decided  objections  tu  the 
shape  in  which  the  ^ntleman  trcaa  Virginia 
bad  thrown  his  inqmry.  It  seemed  to  bim 
merely  to  famish  the  Prewdeat  with  a  friendly 
admonition,  that  some  new  flaw  had  been  dis- 
covered  in  this  splendid  project  of  hb  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  we  sbonld  then  bare  another 
Jong  homily,  ad  eaptandnm,  "to  wash  the 
Black-B-Moor  white.''  Now,  sir,  let  us  confine 
onr  Chief  Magistrate  to  facts,  and  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  excursions  of  that  genios  which 
seems  buppiest  in  declamation ;  which  supplies, 
with  abundant  facility,  the  araum«nt  (in  spite 
of  tbe  fetters  of  the  correspondence  of  his  own 
Ministers)  just  at  the  point  it  is  wanted,  either 
for  popular  effect,  or  general  prosolytisni.  lie 
confessed  that  he  felt  some  appreheusioii,  be 
conld  not  say  alarm,  that,  if  the  gentleman's 
resolution  prevailed,  he  should  have  a  most  in- 
genious disclaimer  fWun  the  President,  in  a 
highly  beantifnt  and  eloquent  dissertation,  got 
Dp  for  the  taste  of  the  lovers  of  fine  writing 
and  sentiment,  without  one  jot  of  ft  plain  mat- 
ter-of-fact substance  in  tbe  whole  paper.  And 
he,  for  one,  was  at  least  desirous  that  he  sbonld 
give  na  a  etrtaia  letter,  if  there  was  a  certain 
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letter;  or  to  assign  an  adequate  reason  fbr  ita 
non-existence,  or  non-production. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  PowBLL,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  regveited,  and  inserting  the  following : 

"To  tnnBtaiC  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  answer 
of  the  SecreUry  of  State  to  Ur.  Poinsett's  letter  to 
Ur.  Ctay,  daUd  Heiico,  SSth  September,  1826." 

Mr.  Powsu.  replied,  that  if  tbe  gentlMnan 
from  Boutb  Carolina  believed  that  he  wonld 
co-operate  in  the  process  of  lehitewaihing  the 
acts  of  the  President  of  the  United  6tat£a,  <w 
of  any  other  fnnctionaty  of  the  Government, 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.  He  did  not  come 
here  blindly  to  pursue  a  coarse  prescribed  to 
him,  nor  dishonestly  to  conceal  the  defe^  of 
tbe  officers  of  Government.  The  resolnliou  be 
had  ofi'ered,  was  dictated  by  no  such  motives — 
be  had,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  aa  a  B^i- 
resentative,  endeavored  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly known  to  the  nation,  whether  any 
pledge  had  been  given  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, which  might  involve  tbis  oonntry  in  the 
quarrels  of  other  nations.  He  considu^d  tbis 
due  to  the  Executive,  and  to  tbe  Minister  too. 
Sir,  I  did  say  that  I  believed  no  such  pledge  to 
exist.  I  do  believe  so,  and  I  hope,  I  earnestly 
hope,  I  Hbal]  t>e  snstained  by  tbe  facts  when 
they  are  disclosed.  I  sball  certainly  regret  it 
exceedingly,  if  I  am  not  I  sball  r^ret  it,  toe, 
Iwcause  I  always  regret  to  see  the  officers  of 
my  Government  act  improperly ;  and  I  shall 
be  nnfeignedly  sorry,  if  it  should  turn  ont  tbat 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  ven- 
tared  on  such  a  hi^b-bonded  measure  as  seems 
to  be  imputed  to  him. 

Sir,  I  cannot  accede  to  tbe  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina:  it  completely 
defeats  the  end  I  hod  in  view.  What  I  w«nt 
to  know  is,  whether  Mr.  Poinsett  made  this 
declaration  by  authority  or  not.  This,  sir,  is  a 
fact,  not  an  argument-— he  was  anthorized,  or 
he  was  not ;  and  the  fact  roust  be  stated.  Then 
it  may  be  followed  by  any  explanations  or  pal- 
liations, which  the  Exocntive  may  judge  proper. 
And,  should  the  fact  turn  out  tbat  sncEi  a 
pledge  has  been  anthorized,  however  I  may  dis- 
approve of  the  course,  I  hope  this  House  wiD 
not  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  any  ezptanalioiiB 
the  President  may  offer. 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  wants  % 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  Statet 
Sir,  that  reply  may  not  answer  onr  inquiry ;  it 
may  not  even  advert  to  the  pledge  at  all.  I 
want  to  know  from  whence  the  Minister  de- 
rived his  authority.  If  any  gentleman  would 
prefer  to  have  tbe  call  contfun  the  usual  re- 
striction with  reference  to  disclosures,  in  the 
President's  opinion,  injnrions  to  the  publio  wel- 
fare, I  have  no  objection  to  its  being  added. 
But  the  point  I  aim  at,  is  tbe  authority  for  the 
pledge — and  I  cannot  consent  to  strike  ont  the 
proposed  part  of  my  resolution,  or  to  adiqA 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina, 
under  any  other  oondititau  than  the  seonrinc 
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rf  dus  iDiniiT7.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Olaj  hut, 
ncj  pcnibl;,  contain  matters  whioli  it  woola 
h  Teij  indiscreet  to  publish  to  the  world.  Bir, 
I  on  not  one  cent  whether  Mr.  OI&7  repro- 
iKted  ibe  condnct  <rf  the  Miiiiat«r  or  not :  his 
otonme  will  not  anawer  mj  inquiry.  He  may 
Mnme  Kr.  Fmmett  ever  so  severely,  and  jet 
the  pledge  may,  neverthelcas,  have  be«D  giTen, 
■od  it  maj  have  been  warranted. 

Hi.  Dsxiton  regretted  that  so  protracted  a 
^KOBskiD  i^nld  have  taken  place  in  reference 
to  -whU.  he  coold  not^ut  eonaider  as  an  appa- 
rent, lad  not  a  real  difference.  He  oouoeived 
Si«  difference  was  oooasioned  by  a  mere  misap- 
treliauiaa.  The  otijeot  of  the  gentleman  from 
Viipiia  meets  the  idea  of  his  ooDeapie  from 
Booth  Carolina,  and  the  proposition  of  his  eol- 
kigue  ii  not  at  variance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
Ueaun  from  Virginia;  one  proposition  was 
fun  gennal— the  other  more  speciflc  He 
lid,  therefore,  risen  to  propose  to  hia  col- 
mgne,  to  let  both  propositions  stand.  The 
ExMBtiTe  will  then  be  called  OQ  first  t«  answer 
tfas  qnerj  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and 
then  to  transmit  the  letter  of  Hr.  Olaj. 

Hr.  HAKiLToa  said  he  wished  to  make  a  lAa- 
de  nmark,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^ia.  I  do  not  desire,  said  Mr.  H.,  bj  nse- 
Iw  0{q>c«tion  to  mere  matters,  apparentl;,  of 
fcno,  lo  protract  the  debate,  or  consnme  the 
time  of  the  Honse.  Bnt  1  feel  great  reluctance 
in  Mcmting  to  his  proposition,  that  I  should 
nodifj  my  amendment,  and  restrict  the  call, 
(Ol)',  to  etrtain  parti  of  Mr.  Clay'a  letter,  in 
ttnrer  to  Mr.  PoinseU's,  of  the  SSth  Bep- 
tmbtr,  laSfi.  It  is  tnie,  in  diplomacy,  as  in 
MlhemaUca,  that  certain  parts,  only,  are  not 
equl  to  the  whole :  and  I  Uiink,  that  the  man- 
Mr  ia  which  a  oo-ordinate  branch  of  Congress 
ttHbeen  treated,  on  this  very  sabject,  ongnt  to 
■^nonidi  ns  of  Uie  imprudence  of  allowing, 
nder  in  orer-niea  and  caations  discretion,  too 
nie  a  latitode  to  tboae  who  hold  the  shears, 
vbo  ire  able,  in  the  record,  to  out  in  and  cnt 
Mt,jtntasBnita  tbr 


^  very  different  ezliibition  whioh  the  docn- 
>Wi,  on  the  same  snbjen^t,  makes  before  each 
Hnm,  now,  shows  to  what  purposes  of  prac- 
li'sl  utility  the«e  angular  ants,  in  and  ont,  may 
h  mdied.  He  GO^d  not,  therefore,  consent 
t»tW  modification,  nnless  advised  by  the  indi- 
(ttiee  of  a  general  wish,  on  the  part  of  the 
HtMe,  that  it  sboold  be  infititnt«d. 

Belore  he  took  his  seat,  Mr.  H.  said  that  he 
■**  bs  allowed  to  say  one  word  to  the  gentle- 
Uo  from  Tit^ia,  who  bad  declared  t£at  he 
udaot  baliere  Hr.  Poinsett  had  had  any  aa- 
Aoritf  from  hia  own  Gtovermnent,  t«  hold  Uie 
lugniee  which  he  had  held  to  the  Mexican 
Boiinoteiitiariea,  which  is  disdoeed  in  the  de- 
cile)) to  Mr.  Clay,  Nol  82.  A  contrary  belief, 
vitfa  bint,  he  oonfeesed,  was  strengthened,  by  a 
xwEdence  which  he  had  in  the  discretion  and 
mrtigenee  of  Mr,  Poinsett,  whom,  he  be- 
oenA,  WIS  inca[Mtble  of  holding  snch  language 
■Mpt  by  the  nnreaerred  sanction  of  his  Gov- 


emment  Did  I  say  Mimtdt  s^d  Ml-.  H,  I 
mi^L^more  properly,  nse  a  stronger  term :  for 
hero  [holding  np  the  documents]  I  have  the 
proof:  ay,  not  collateral  or  contingent,  hot 
direct  and  podtive.  In  a  more  essentia]  par- 
ticniar — as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Government 
■^what  does  Mr.  Clay  say,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  under  date  the  Sth  November,  1820, 
in  which  he  goes  the  whole,  jn  exUnto,  on  the 
snhject  of  the  pledge  t 

"  Then  li  a  ftclktng  tnoonaiitency  In  the  line  of 
policy  whioh  the  United  Heiican  Sutei  would  seem 
disposed  to  porsoe  towards  the  United  States. 
Ibey  would  regard  these  StalM  as  an  American 
not,  accordiiigly  m  it  iball  sni(  their  own 
In  respect  to  commerce,  tfae;  would 
iDOE  Bpun  SB  u  a  Eoropean  uatloo,  to  l>e  ex- 
cluded trani  the  eqjojment  of  prlvilegea  conoeded 
to  other  AoMikan  uations.  Bat  when  an  attaek  is 
Imagined  to  be  menaoed  by  Europe,  upon  the  ind»> 
pendence  of  the  United  Meilcao  States,  then  an 
appeal  is  made  to  those  (raiemal  sympathies  whleh 
■reJinUy  supposed  to  belong  to  our  condiUoo  ■•  a 
member  of  the  American  Family.  Ko  longer  than 
about  three  montba  ago,  when  an  invasian  by 
France,  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  »m  believed  at 
MeilDO,  the  United  Heilcau  Goiemment  promptly 
called  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
through  jou,  to  fi^  the  memorable  pledge  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  in  his  message  to 
Congreto,  of  Deoember,  IBIS.  What  thcj  would 
liaie  done,  had  the  contingency  happened,  ma;  l>e 
Inferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American  Ulniiter 
at  Paris,  a  cf^y  of  which  ia  herewith  sent,  which 
you  are  antboiiied  to  read  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  Hezican  Slates." 

The  eontingeney  of  onr  interference,  then,  in 
the  event  of  the  island  of  Cuba  being  invaded 
by  lEVance,  or,  ergo,  by  any  other  Enropean 
power,  is  one,  and  the  most  important^  illustra- 
tion which  the  Administration  pnta  on  Mr. 
Monroe's  pledge  of  December,  1828.  Now,  I 
will  ask  any  man  who  hears  me,  whether  tba 
invasion  of  Cuba  by  a  Enropean  power,  or 
its  peacefiil  transfer,  is  not  a  mnch  more  proba- 
ble event  than  any  attempted  colonization  of 
the  American  continents,  or  any  concerted 
effort  of  the  combined  powers  of  Enrope 
against  the  independenco  of  the  Sonth  Ameri- 
can Republics  t  Onr  Secretaty  of  State,  in  an* 
thorizing  Mr.  Poinsett  to  read  this  despatch  of 
Mr.  Brown's  to  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries, 
has  indeed  antborized  him  to  pledge  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's memorable  dtdaration  (not  pledge)  in  the 
only  contingency  of  probable  danger  that  is 
ever  likely  to  oocor.  The  Secretary  of  State 
has  indeed  taken  the  boll  by  the  horns,  and  It 
ia  useless  for  as  to  talk  about  what  Mr.  Poin- 
sett may  have  stid  in  a  loose  diplomatio  talk, 
arffutnao,  when,  by  virtue  of  the  previous  in- 
atmctionB,  he  was  aubseqnently  authorized  to 
pledge  the  eonntry  as  biul  for  the  whole  sum  (tf 
a  larger  and  more  probable  danger.  The 
HoQse  will  appreciate  the  troth  of  this  remark 
when  they  weigh  the  import  of  Hr.  Clay's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Brown,  in  which  he  instrocia  him  to 
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aay  to  tJie  Freacli  GoTemnient,  that  "  uw  eould . 
not  eoment  to  the  occupation  <(f  Cuba  bjf  any 
other  European  povier  than  Spain,  vnder  any 
eonti7iffeTU!i/  toAa(<wp."  This  coDMnt  mnst 
mean  fight,  or  it  is  sheer  hnUying.  This,  then, 
is  the  commenttLTj  which  Ute  Adndnistratioa 
have  f^iren  to  Hr.  Uonroe's  mere  expresaion  of 
an  opinion ;  thej  have  made  H  applioable  to  an 
erenl  altoeelher  probable  and  nul  of  danger. 
Whereaa,  Mi.  Poinsett'i  had  referenoe  to  an 
Improbable  oontingenoy,  although  no  doubt 
with  instraotions.  For.  what  man,  who  does 
not  participate  in  the  dreams  of  the  hero  of 
Oervantea,  beJiOTee  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
will  undertake  a  cmsade  to  re-eolonixe  the 
Soath  American  Repablica,  or  aasidl  their  inde- 
pendence t  Bnt,  that  Spain  may  transfer 
Oaba,  and  that  it  may  be  ocoapiod  hj  a  Ea- 
ropean  power,  nnder  oircnmstances  which 
wonld  render  it  folly,  or  something  worse,  for 
ns  to  interfere,  is,  to  saj  the  leart  of  it,  not 
beyond  the  pale  of  a  reasonable  poaaibilitj. 
Ur.  Poinsett  has,  therefore,  given  the  pledge  of 
his  Oovemmeat,  nnder  a  contingency  where 
we  shall  never  be  called  npon  to  redeem  it 
Mr.  Clay  haa  anthorized  hint  to  stake  it,  where 
the  hazard  ia  probable,  perilooa,  and,  perhaps 
Immediate. 

I  think,  tlierefore,  having  diaoovered  that 
the  AdministratioiL  haa  given  the  most  com- 
prehensive range  to  the  declaration  in  ques- 
tion, which  they  have  made  a  pledge,  it  auper- 
sedea  the  neceeaity  of  an  inqniry  on  a  subordi- 
nate point;  though,  I  repeat,  if  we  are  to  have 
an  inqniry,  let  ns  have  fitota.  not  imposing  and 
aeductive  statements,  in  wnioh  a  pret^  elo- 
qnenoe  of  a  certain  hmd,  is  to  stand  fn  the 
place  of  eTery  thing  else. 

Mr.  Tbemblx  s^d  that  he  had  no  other  infor- 
mation on  the  snbject  before  the  Honse,  than 
that  which  had  been  printed,  and  Md  upon  the 
tables  of  all  the  memhera ;  bnt,  fh>m  an  exam- 
ination of  theee,  he  felt  fully  aatiafled  that  no 
SDch  pledge  had  been  given,  as  gentlemen 
seemea  to  apprehend,  nor  had  any  authority 
been  given  to  make  such  a  pledge.  He  had 
risen  to  correct  a  mistake  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oaxolina,  (Ur.  Hawltok,)  in  the 
exposition  he  had  ^ven  of  Mr.  Monroe's  mee- 
BBge.  [Here  Mr.  T.  quoted  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  of  the  former  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  the  Amerioan  Minister  at 
Paris.]  AH  that  is  contained  in  this  despatch 
amonnts  to  this — that  we  will  not  consent  that 
any  other  power  than  Spiun  shall  take  posses- 
sion of  the  provinces  immediately  in  our  own 
vicinity.  Now,  I  ask  of  gentiemen,  if  we 
onght  to  consent)  Certunly  not :  and  this  is 
ell  the  letter,  as  eiponnded  by  reference  to  for- 
mer instraations,  declares.  How  for  we  should 
be  inclined  to  go,  in  eitremitiea,  we  do  not 
>ay ;  nor  is  it  prudent  that  we  should.  At  the 
time  the  late  President  Monroe  sent  his  Mee- 
■Bge  to  CongreM,  in  which  the  declaration  is 
mode,  which  has  been  so  often  referred  to,  a 
oongiesa  of  allied  aovonagw  had  been  held  at 


Troppau  and  Laybaoh,  and  another  was  pro' 
posed  at  Verona.  The  labor  of  these  congreM* 
ea  had  been,  in  part,  made  public ;  and  a  oom- 
maoication  is  sud  to  have  been,  in  conse- 
quence, made,  in  some  way,  by  the  British 
Oovemment  to  that  of  the  United  States.  A 
clause  of  the  secret  trea^  of  Verona  contained 
the  following  declaration : 

"  Art.  1.  The  high  contracting  parties,  veil  ooo- 
Ttnced  that  the  ajKeni  of  Repreaentadve  Ooven- 
ment  U  >s  incompatible  wit^he  moDarehical  princi- 
ple as  the  mailm  of  the  scffisreigttty  of  the  people 
ii  oppoeed  to  the  priodple  of  divine  right,  engage, 
in  the  moat  solema  manner,  to  employ  all  their 
means,  and  unite  all  their  eflbrts,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  system  of  Be[ii«aent>tiTe  Qovemment,  wlm^ 
ever  it  is  known  to  «iiat,  in  the  Sutes  of  Europe, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  being  introduced  into  these 
Btates  where  it  is  not  known." 

To  this  Article,  all  the  allied  sovereigns  were 
mutually  pledged.  The  British  Goveramenlw 
conceiving  theee  priotuplee  to  be  aimed,  in  parl^ 
at  the  principlee  of  their  free  constitution,  b^ 
came  alarmed,  and  signified  that  they  were 
ready  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  this  Govern- 
ment, so  for  as  the  United  States  would  go,  in 
prot«cting  the  Governments  of  South  America. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  know  of  any  offidal 
anthority  for  this  statement,  but  this  was  the 
account  published  at  the  time^  and  generally 
credited.  Jt  was  after  this  that  the  I^  Prea- 
dent  sent  his  message  to  this  House.  But 
though  1  do  not  know  that  this  communieatioD 
actually  was  made  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  our  Oovemment,  I  do  know  that  the 
British  acted  predsely  as  they  might  have  been 
expected  to  do,  if  such  were  the  fkot;  and  it 
was  under  such  circumBtanoes  that  the  messsM 
was  sent,  and  by  which  its  meaning  is  to  be  u- 
Instrated.  Sir,  what  did  the  people  of  the 
United  States  say,  or  what  will'tbey  now  say 
to  these  worda  of  the  allied  sovereigns  I  And 
what  would  they  say  if  on  attempt  should  tie 
made  to  enforce  these  doctrines,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet)  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  leave  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  judge  how  &r 
this  messages  pledges  ns  to  an  alliance  in  ud  of 
the  South  American  States.  It  is  said  that  we 
are  pledged,  and  this  pledge  is  said  to  refer  to 
President  Monroe's  Message  ;  and  Mr.  Clay,  in 
explaining  it,  refers  to  the  letter  to  the  Minis- 
ter at  Paris,  to  show  what  the  United  States 
would  do,  in  case  of  extremities.  And  what 
does  that  letter  say !  It  only  says  that  we  will 
in  no  case  content  to  the  seizure  of  the  South 
American  States,  by  my  European  power  ex- 
cept Spain.  It  goes  no  further.  As  to  the 
present  call,  I  am  disposed  to  make  it  as  broad 
OS  gentlemen  can  wish,  beoaose  I  am  satisfied 
mo  other  pledge  than  what  I  have  explained  has 

Mr,  Lktcbkb  said  he  thought  an  amendment 
might  be  su^ested  which  woiUd  meet  tha 
wi^ea  of  alL  His  colleague  (Mr.  Wiokuftb)  - 
wished  to  ascertain  whether  the  American  Got- 
emment  ia  under  pledge  to  wd  Mexico,  in  can 
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■1m  Aim  be  attacked,  and  to  bear  the  bnint  of 
fDcli  an  entenirise  f  I  wisb  the  stune.  I  wiiib 
ft  K one  of  the  American  people;  becaTiae  all 
tlL«  p«ople  have  a  de«p  interest  in  knowing 
tb«brt.  The  proper  aoarce  fkim  which  this 
buwledge  is  to  be  obt^ned,  is  the  PreBident 
d  the  Uaited  States.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Btralb  Carolina  is  apprehenaiveth8t,if  weapyly 
to  the  PresideDt,  his  repl^  will  be  accompanied 
vitb  simdrj  argnments  and  eiplanationa — that 
thn  irill  be  a  great  deal  of  lenitevKuking,  and 
EUle  Htiaf&doiy  information. 

Eir,  the  gentleman  need  not  b«  alarmed. 
Ihe  Phaident  ia  to  be  called  upon  simply  to 
■7,  whether  the  language  of  onr  Minister  is 
frna  anthority  or  no  I  The  answer  will,  it 
nnut,  state  the  fact.  If  this  atatement  ahall  af- 
t«nrirds  be  followed  by  ever  so  much  argn- 
ment,  or  whitewashing,  it  ia  of  little  moment — 
tb«  Oct  will  speak  for  itself.  Bnt  the  gentleman 
nopcses  to  call  for  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Bit,  I  know  nothing  abont  the  letter  al- 
bded  to ;  bnt  tt  ia  not  improbable  that  that  let- 
termiT  contain  something  which  is  calculated 
Id  iSect  the  pending  negotiations  with  Mexico. 
1  pnroniB  an  amendment  can  be  offered  which 
nil  meet  the  wishes  both  of  my  colleagne  and 
gf  the  gentieman  fl-om  Sooth  Carolina.  I  offer 
tLc  fiAowing  as  a  sabetitnte  for  the  resolution 
MUDended. 

lb-.  L  was  here  about  to  offer  a  snbstitnte, 
rten— 

The  Spkikkb  said,  the  gentleman  mnst  be 
VFVe  that  no  snbetitnte  c^d  be  tn  order,  not 
kmg  admitted  by  the  role  of  the  Honse. 

Kr.  FoKSTTH  ^d  Mr.  Wkioht  now  rose 
Id  address  the  Eonse ;  bnt  the  Spxakeb  an' 
unnc«d  that  the  hoar  allotted  to  reeolntiona  had 
opiral;  and  waa  proceeding  to  tlie  Orders  of 
ft*  Day,  whenr- 

Mr.TiCKtir»»niOTed  to  postpone  the  Orders 
of  the  Day,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  proceeding  with 
tbtpresent  discnasion. 

Toe  motion  prevdled — Ayes  B3,  Noes  Tl ; 
Btl  the  debate  was  accordingly  resamed. 

Xr.  Vaioire  said,  the  aspect  in  which  the 
popofition  before  the  Honse  presented  itseif 
ulu  mind,  was  somewhat  different  fl-om  any 
khad  heard  stated  in  the  conrse  of  the  dia- 
flBrion.  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  hisletter  ofttieSeth 
rf  September,  1825,  detailing  a  conversatiOD 
hdd  bj  Urn,  i{itb  the  Ministers  of  the  Mexican 
Gorerament,  in  relation  to  the  proposition  '  " 
JHrfJag  negotiation,  to  place  this  conntry  ( 
woting  of  equality  with  Uie  other  American  _.  _ 
palilira,  stales,  that  he  observed,  "  that,  against 
tlw  power  of  Spun,  they  [the  United  Mexican 
Stat«al  bad  given  sufficient  proof  that  they  re- 
paired do  assistance,  and  the  United  States  bad 
fUdjtd  themselves  not  to  permit  any  other 
porer  to  interfere  either  with  their  independ- 
nee,  or  form  of  Government ;  and  that,  as  in 
,tbe  event  of  sach  an  attempt  being  made  by 
the  powers  of  Enrope,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  take  the  most  active  and  efficient  part,  and 
tobcarthebmnt  of  the  conteet,"it  waanotjnat 
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that  we  shonld  be  placed  on  a  more  unfavora- 
ble footing  than  the  other  American  Republics. 
This  has  been  treated  as  thongh  understood  to 
be  the  Djf*r  of  a  pl^ijSf,  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  to  the 
Mexican  Minister.  The  language  he  uses,  in 
my  opinion,  clearly  imports  no  such  thing.  It 
speaks  of  somethingpiuf — a  pledge  that  ?uid  been 
made  by  the  United  States-w-not  of  one  offered 
by  him,  or  that  had  been  offered  by  him,  then,  or 
at  any  other  time :  of  one  iefors  made  by  the 
United  SUitei  to  the  world,  or  to  the  powers  of 
Europe.  He  evidently  alludes  to  nothing  that  he 
had  done,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  orwithont 
instructions.  The  allusion,  most  palpably,  is  to 
the  declaration  made  by  the  late  President,  in 
his  message,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  Congress, 
and  mnst  have  been  so  understood.  In  that 
message,  the  then  President  declares  to  the 
European  powers  that  it  did  not  comport  with 
our  policy  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  their 
concerns,  in  their  own  quarter  of  the  world,  but 
that  we  could  not  view,  without  concem,  any 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  Bepublics  in  this 
hemisphere,  and  that  any  attempt  on  their  part, 
so  to  interfere,  would  be  viewed  by  us  "  as 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety,"  as  mani- 
festing "  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  States."  This  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent is,  nnqnestionably,  what  Mr.  Poinsett  al- 
luded to,  and  bis  language  evidences  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  passage.  I  will  not  discuss  the 
proposition  whether  this  declaration  pledgee 
the  United  States  to  any  particolar  oonrse,  to 
repel  measures  dangerous  to  onr  peace.  That 
qnestion  need  not  now  be  examined,  bnt  its  so- 
lution is  not  doubtfoL 

But,  sir,  this  view  satisfies  me  that  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  fVom  Sonth  Ckronna, 
(Mr.  Hakilton,)  conplcd  with  his  snggestion  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Poweix,) 
does  not  indicate  the  tme  course  for  us  to  pur- 
sue. If  the  object  be,  as  I  understand  it,  to  ac- 
quire information  whether  Mr,  Poinsett's  dec- 
laration was  authorized  by  the  Execntive,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  call  only  for  the  artttuer  of  the 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter,  will  not  elicit 
it.  The  authority  for  the  pledge,  as  well  as  the 
pledge  itself,  had  existence  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  letter  detailing  the  conversation  about  it. 
Ton  might  from  that  answer,  learn  whether 
the  Executive  animadverted  on  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Poinsett;  whether  he  censured  him  for  an 
unauthorized  act,  or  recognized  his  power,  and 
commended  its  execution;  or  you  might  dis- 
cover on  omission  to  notice  the  sn^ect  at  all. 
Grant,  for  one  moment,  that  this  is  tound  to  be 
the  case ;  you  might  if\fer,  from  the  omission, 
the  existence  of  the  authority,  but  we  should 
have  no  distinct  evidence  of  any  authority  be- 
ing given.  This  proposition,  then,  will  fail  Oi 
its  object,  and  cannot  obtain  for  ns  any  useful 
information. 

I  prefer  the  proposition  of  lie  gentleman 
from  Virpnia  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Eontucky,  as  modified  on  the  anggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kew  York.    If  yon  want  in- 
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formstioD,  7011  most  leek  it  where  it  Ib  to  be 
had,  In  the  Exeontire  deptutmeut  of  your  Oor- 
emmeiit.  The  committee  have  no  more  infor- 
mation than  we  have.  In  directing  jonr  inqni)7 
to  the  Qommittoe,  jon  can  get  nouiing.  Direct 
it  to  the  Prerident,  and  70a  maj  get  uaefiil  in- 
formation. I  want  all  the  facts  connected  with 
the  salyeot,  and  am  in  favor  of  aslting  for  the 
information  where  I  know  it  oan  be  had.  When 
we  get  it,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  direct 
oar  committee.  Bat  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  foand  that  the  onlj  antbority  the  Minister 
Bt  Mexico  had,  was  the  meaaage  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wbbstib  said  he  was  verj  nnwilling  to 
anttaipate  a  discossion  which  seemed  properly 
to  belong  to  a  fntore  occasion.  He  wished  to 
abstain,  at  present,  from  every  thing  not  imme- 
diately pertineot  to  the  pending  qaestion.  Buf- 
flcient  for  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof  An 
occasion  was  approaching  when  it  would,  prob- 
ably, be  more  proper  to  debate  many  of  the  im- 
portant topioB  which  had  now  been  adverted  to. 

He  conld  have  no  objection  to  any  proper 
inquiry,  on  this,  or  any  oecasion.  He  regretted 
the  preeent  motion  only,  as  it  might,  perhaps, 
imply  a  censure  on  an  officer  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  abroad,  when  no  oensare  might  be  de- 
served. He  aid  not  feel  at  all  certain  that  great 
blame  attached  anywhere.  Mr.  Poinsett's  ex- 
pression might  be  somewhat  too  strong.  Prob- 
ably it  was  90 :  bat  still  he  thonght  it  was  qait« 
evident  that  he  referred  to  the  message  of  De- 
oember,  182S,  and,  therefore,  his  meaning  was 
apparent  enongh.  He  (Mr.  W.)  felt  a  good 
deal  anwilling  to  impute  blame,  in  a  case  where 
nothing  was  apparently  wronK  but  the  mode 
of  expression ;  and  where  it  did  not  appear  that 
anybody  had  been  misled.  Still,  there  are  sev- 
eral gentlemen  who  have  expressed  a  confident 
opinion  that  Mr.  Poinsett  had  sMne  anthority, 
more  than  w«  know,  for  his  declarations.  He 
toort,  they  say,  have  instmotions,  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  whtoh  bears  him  oat  in^ving  apledge 
to  the  Mexican  Government.  For  hia  part,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  should  be  very  much  disappmnted  if 
It  did  not  turn  oat  that  Mr.  Poinsett  spoke  on 
no  other  authority  than  Mr.  Monroe's  pnblio 
message.  He  was  confident  it  was  so.  The 
whole  document  convinced  him  of  that.  Bnt 
as  gentlemen  thonght  otherwise— as  they  in- 
sisted that  Mr.  Poinsett  most  have  had  some 
direct  and  complete  authority  for  what  he  had 
said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  iiiqniry,  for  the  sat- 
isfaction of  each  gentlemen. 

As  to  the  declaration  of  the  President,  in 
1893,  the  ciroamBtanoes  whioh  led,  probably,  to 
that  declaration,  had  l>een  stated,  iu  general, 
by  an  honorable  member  f^om  Kentncky.  The 
prooeedinga  of  the  allied  powers,  at  IVoppan, 
Laybach.  and  Verona,  were  well  remembered ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  very  year  then  expir- 
ing, the  TSixig  of  Spain  had  been  established  on 
hia  throne  by  the  army  of  France.  This  army 
had  marched  into  B^n,  with  the  consent  of 
the  other  powers  of  Enrope,  except  r.ngianil, 


It  bad  Booomplished  its  ottjeots.  Ferdinand 
had  been  reinstated,  by  foreign  force,  in  all  his 
prerogatives.  Under  these  oiroumstanoee,  the 
qaestion  was,  how  is  it  likely  the  allied  power* 
will  act  towards  the  ftormer  Spanish  colonies  in 
America.  Having  snooeeded  in  establishing 
snch  a  government  as  suited  them  in  Spain, 
herself  would  they  not,  or  migbt  they  not,  be 
willing  to  go  Gulher,  and  to  assist  the  Spanish 
monarch  in  reconquering  his  rebellion*  prav- 
inoes  t  It  was  possible  tiiey  mi^t  do  Uiis — 
perhaps  it  was  not  very  improbable.    At  thb 

i'Dnotuie,  the  President's  deolaration  was  made, 
t  was  wrapped  np,  he  would  not  say  Iif  mys- 
ticism, bnt  cert^nly  in  phrasee  snEBcieoUy  can- 
tioos.  The  amount  of  it  was,  that  this  Govent- 
ment  coold  not  look  with  indifference  on  any 
combination  among  other  powers,  to  asrist 
Bp^n  in  her  war  agunst  the  South  American 
States ;  that  we  could  not  but  consider  any 
such  combination  as  dangerons  or  onfHendly 
to  us :  and  Uiat  if  it  should  be  formed,  it  would 
be  for  the  oompetont  authorities  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  decide,  when  the  case  arose,  what 
oonrse  our  duty  and  our  interest  ahonld  reqnire 
us  to  pnrsne. 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  declaratioa. 
He  believed  he  might  be,  perhapo.  the  only 
member  who,  at  that  time,  suggested,  that  tlus 
declaration,  with  all  restrictions,  was  necessary 
to  preserve  our  nentrality.  It  must,  of  course, 
happen,  in  every  Government,  that  the  Eieca- 
tive  should  ondertake  to  speak,  towards  foreign 
nations,  of  the  wishes  and  objects  of  the  Gor- 
ermnent.  It  cannot  be  otherwise.  Bnt  this  it 
does  on  ita  responsibility.  General  Washing- 
ton proclaimed  nentrality  at  the  breaking  irat 
of  the  groat  European  wars.  Bnt  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  two  Houses  to  present  him  a  law, 
the  next  day,  declaring  war.  The  interoonrse 
of  nations  conld  hardly  go  on,  and  one  great 
end  of  an  Executive  wonld  be  defeated,  if  it  oonld 
not  venture,  on  proper  occasions,  to  express  tiie 
views  and  wishes  of  the  Government.  It  ia 
responsible  for  this  as  for  its  other  acts. 

Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  no  question  but  thtt 
Mr,  Poinsett  was  referring,  merely,  to  this  dec- 
laration. He  did  not  speak  of  a^  pledge  as 
given  by  him,  or  through  him.  He  gave  no 
present  pledge  or  aseuranoe  of  any  kind.  He 
was,  evideatly,  speaking  of  something  prece- 
dent— something  notorions ;  an^  that  some- 
thing was  the  declaration  of  1 828.  Now,  msk- 
ing  allowance  for  incorrectness  of  expres- 
sion, he  saw  nothing  wrong.  If  he  called 
any  thing  by  a  wrong  name — if  he  called  that  a 
pledge  which  was  no  pledge — still  it  does  not 
^)pear  that  he  deceived  them,  or  meant  to  de- 
ceive them  with  whom  he  dealL 

He  was  willing,  also,  to  call  for  the  annrer 
to  this  letter,  for,  although  he  did  not  see  bow 
the  letter  could  rest,  for  its  authority,  on  a  sab- 
sequent  one,  he  had  no  otjeolion  to  see  the , 

Mr.  Bddhanih  said  he  wonld  rote  in  bvor 
of  the  amendment  whioh  had  been  propoasd 
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I  pnamne,  wid  }lr.  B^  &«  geotloiiaa  from 
UtHMhoaeUa,  (Mr.  Wbbbtkb,)  among  others, 
iQnded  to  me,  when  he  suted  that  aome  g«n- 


o  the  GiovemiaeDt  of  that 
vmtrj.  1  had  other  sroDDds  for  this  belief 
ksdw  MOTS  cptnton.  It  rerta  npon  the  nni- 
fonn  policy  oi  the  Exeontjve  bnnch  of  thia 
Gonrammt,  for  aeveral  nuwtliB  paat,  aa  dis- 
dotei  by  the  docmnenta  npon  our  table. 

The  ^tl^nan  from  Maaaacbiuetta  (Mr.  Wn- 
ftn)  H  not  certAiu  there  is  anj  blame  any- 
vhrn  Thia  tqtinion,  in  mv  Jodgmeot,  cannot 
1»  H^pwted.  Had  not  Ifexiao  refnied  to  ns 
tb*  Hme  treaty  atipnlation  which  ahe  had 

ritcd  to  the  Sonthern  RepDhUcal  Had  not 
aegcFUalion  wrived  at  a  crinii  t  Was  it  not 
•kmt  to  be  diaaolvedf  In  thia  critioal  mo- 
«<nt,  our  Hiniater,  for  the  first  time,  declared 
Aej  ihould  grant  na  tbe  same  advantages,  be- 
euue  *e  stood  in  the  same  relative  Bitastion 
towards  them  with  the  other  Republics  of  this 
hemi^ilieTe.  We  stood  pledged  t^  support  both 
tbeir  indcfMndenee  and  their  form  of  Govem- 
iMDt,  igamst  any  power  except  Spain,  which 
dwnld  att«npt  to  mterfere  with  either.  If  Hr. 
Frinsett  has  obtained  a  treat;  upon  false  and 
mlbaDded  declarations  of  this  natore,  he  is 
BiutLTeij  mnoh,  to  blame.  Bnt  tbia  is  not 
•Q.  tie  has  proceeded  much  fiirther.  In  the 
kttcr  part  ot  the  same  letter,  he  states  as  fol- 
Ion :  "  I  then  r«capitiilal«d  the  coarse  of  pul- 
tcf  panned  towards  tiie  Spanish  coionieH,  bj 
OUT  Oovonment,  which  hu  so  largely  oontrib- 
totBd  to  saenre  their  independence,  and  enable 
lh«  to  take  tbeir  station  among  the  nations  of 
As  earth  :  a»d  dtelared  tghat  ^rthtr  ws  vera 
ttaif  la  do  in  ord«r  to  d^end  th«ir  rigkl*  and 
Utrtiit;  ha  tAat  Ait  eovid  only  be  maeUA 
fnm  HI,  (uul  amid  only  be  aeeotnplitlua  by  a 
itritt  wHOft  e/  aU(M»  Amtriean  Sepublia,  on 


tl«  Becretary  of  State  to  Hr.  Poinaett'a  letter. 
In  that  lctt«r  he  has  oert^j^  given  a  fUl  and 
oadid  expoeitioD  of  the  state  of  the  negotia- 
tin.  It  broo^t  home  distiootly  to  the  knowl- 
tift  of  oar  Oovemment,  what  kind  of  a  treaty 
IhHrlCiuBter  had  demanded,  and  tbe  stipnlo- 
tins  he  had  nutde  for  the  pnrpoee  of  obtaining 
it  U  the  auawer  to  this  letter  shonid  approve 
^  MDdnet,  in  gener*!  terms ;  nay,  if  it  shonid 
be  dent  upon  the  snlgect,  tiie  inference  is  ir- 
nsiatiUe,  that  onr  Execntive  wished  the  Hexi- 
na  Govemment  to  grant  ns  a  treaty,  nnder 
the  iEi]{B«seione  which  had  been  made  by  bis 
iedamiona.  If  they  had  not  resolved  to  pnr- 
«e  this  cosne  of  policy,  it  was  their  duty, 
^mptly  and  decidedly,  to  disavow  the  duclo- 
niiaB  of  thdr  Minister.  A  tacit  consent  is  eqnal- 
V  Atmg,  and  equally  binding  with  an  expreat 


it.  If  onr  Government  sbonld  obtain  and 
accept  a  treaty  upon  tbe  t^rms  stated  to  the 
Mexican  Oovemment  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  it  would 
be  a  vitiation  of  every  principle  of  good  fiuth 
among  nations,  afterwards  to  attempt  to  extri- 
cate onrselvea  from  the  pledge,  by  declaring 
tJiat  he  bad  no  instroctions  to  mue  snoh  a 
stipnlstion. 

idependent  of  any  expreae  instmction^ 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  in  the  docnmenta 
before  ns,  to  create  a  belief,  that  onr  Minister 
was  not  mistaken  in  tbe  general  policy  and 
views  of  the  Executive.  When  onr  Govern- 
ment was  invited  to  send  Ministers  to  Pansma, 
the  terms  of  tbe  invitation  were  explicit ;  they 
conld  not  be  mistaken.  We  were  Informed 
that  the  two  principal  subjects  which  would 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Congrees,  so  far  as 
tbe  United  States  were  concerned,  wonld  be 
onr  "  re«stance  or  opposition  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  any  neutral  nation,  in  the  qnestion  and 
war  of  indepondepoe,  between  the  new  power* 
of  the  continent  and  Spun,"  and  onr  "op- 
position to  colonizalion  in  America  by  the 
Enropean  Powers."  Mr.  Obregon  tells  ns, 
"after  theee  two  principal  subjects,  the  Repre- 
sentativeH  of  the  United  States  may  bo  occupied 
upon  others."    Having  presented  this  plain  ex- 

C'tjon  of  the  views  of  his  Government,  be 
ted  ns  to  send  Bepresentatives  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  "  with  express  instructions  in 
Uieir  credentials,  upon  the  two  principal  qnes- 
tions."  The  letter  of  Mr.  Sauzar  contuna, 
substantially,  tbe  same  declarations. 

Does  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
contain  a  whisper  of  dissent  from  the  terms  of 
this  invitation  t  Do  we  accept  the  iuvitation 
conditionally !  Do  we  declare  we  could  enter 
into  no  treaty  of  allianoe,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  objects  which  tbe 
SoQtbem  Bepubhcs  had  in  view  I  No,  sir. 
On  the  contrary,  tlie  invitation  was  accepted  in 
tbe  most  general  terms.  There  is  one  part  of 
tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  particular  attention :  he 
states,  that  "  this  is  a  matter  of  immediate 
utility  to  tbe  American  States  that  are  at  war 
with  Spain,  and  it  in  aeeordanet  with  the  re- 
peaUd  deeiarationi  aadprotaU  <if  the  CabiTtet 
at  WathinfftoR."  Was  Mr.  Sslazu-  mistaken, 
and,  if  be  were,  why  did  not  the  Cabinet  correct 
the  mistake  t  Mr.  B.  observed,  that  he  thought 
he  bad  sufficienUy  shown  it  was  not  a  mere 


authorized  to  make  the  declarations  which  he 
hadtuade  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  confess,  sdd  Mr.  It.,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  great  danger  of  the  mission  to  Panamais, 
that  onr  Government  will  there  pursue  this 
Gourae  of  policy'.  If  I  shall  be  convinced  this 
will  not  be  the  ease,  I  will  give  my  consent  to 
the  mission.  As  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  I 
echo  the  sentiments  of  the  President  with  all 


on  eartii  should  wrest  those  ialanda  i 


..ogle 


H.  or  R.] 

Nonunion  of  Bp^o.  With  the  eioeption  of 
England,  there  is  no  O^Tenunent  In  existence 
that  I  wonld  not  rather  see  in  ptMsession  of 
them  thaa  the  QoTemment  of  Mexico. 

The  United  States  have  had  sufficient  ex- 
perience of  the  inconvenience  and  the  danger 
of  entangling  alliances.  We  once  entered  into 
each  a  treaty  with  France,  and  we  wore  oom- 

felled  to  bnj  onraelves  off  at  a  great  saorifloe. 
t  is  not  m7  wish,  sud  Mr.  B.,  to  be  understood 
that  this  Government  onght  not,  under  anj 
oircnmstances,  to  defend  ma  independence  of 
the  Sondmrn  Republics.  The  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  is,  that  we  should  not  be 
bound  to  do  so  hj  treaty,  but  be  left  free  to 
sot,  with  a  proper  regard  to  onr  own  utnation, 
when  tho  crisis  shall  arrive. 

This  resolution  should  be  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  That  oom- 
mittee  i^  in  its  nature,  confidential.  Let  them 
inquire,  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  they  want 
more  information  than  they  ttlreody  possess, 
they  can  introdace  a  resolution  for  the  purpose 
of  obtuning  it,  by  the  aathority  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  want  merely  the  instmotionH  which 
were  given  to  Mr.  Poinsett.  I  do  not  believe 
he  received  any  express  anthority  to  form  a 
treaty  of  alliance.  It  required  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  that.  I  wish  the  committee  careful^  to 
examine  all  the  doonments  which  have  been 
published,  or  which  may  be  in  their  power, 
and  report  to  this  House,  whether  Mexico  may 
not  have  been  deceived,  whether  she  had  not 
sufficient  authority  to  believe  we  were  pledged 
to  support  her  independence,  and  whether, 
nader  this  false  impression,  she  might  not 
grant  us  a  treaty,  according  to  onr  wi^ea.  It 
IS  better  to  send  the  subject^  at  once,  to  that 
committee.  It  will  go  to  them  without  restric- 
tion. It  cannot  be  sent  to  the  President  in 
that  manner.  We  can  only  aak  from  him  for 
such  information  as  may  be  conununioated 
without  pr^udice  to  the  public  interest.  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  I  give  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York. 

Mr.  F,  JoBNsoN',  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  in- 
tended to  say  but  littie  on  the  subject,  as  so 
much  had  already  been  said :  that  it  seemed  to 
him  that  Kentiemen  were  too  late  with  objec- 
tions to  the  declarations  which  had  been  made 
by  Mr.  Monroe.  There  was  a  time  when  they 
would  have  been  appropriate— in  1828,  about 
the  time  that  Oongress  met,  the  armies  of 
France  had  overthrown  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  SpMn,  and  re-established  Ferdi- 
nand in  all  his  regal  powers.  That  France, 
and  the  allied  sovereigns,  flnahed  with  thh 
success  against  Constitutional  Government,  it 
was  believed  that  those  powers  contemplated 
making  vai  on  the  Eepablics  of  Sooth  Amer- 
ica and  Mexico,  and  to  re-oolonize  them — that, 
if  they  did  make  snch  war,  it  would  be  a  war 
against  republican  principles — a  war  to  exter- 
minate constitutional  governments ;  at  thit 
time  it  was,  that  Mr,  Monroe,  then  President, 
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deckred  to  this  House,  in  his  message,  that  it 
was  due  to  the  candor  of  this  Government^  to 
declare  to  the  allied  powers  of  Europe,  and  to 
France,  and  to  the  world,  that  this  Government 
will  not  view  with  Indifference,  any  attempt, 
on  their  part,  to  make  war  against  those  r^ 
publics,  for  the  purpose  of  re-colonizing  them ; 
that  such  a  war  would  be  oonwdered  a  war 
against  principle — a  war  agunst  free  Govern- 
ments— that  it  would  teS  to  endanger  onr 
own  institutiona,  and  disturb  our  peace  and  re- 
pose ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  could  not  be  idle 
spectators  of  the  conflict.  This  declaratioQ 
was  made  at  a  moment  of  supposed  immuieBt 
danger ;  and  then  was  the  lime  for  objeoti<His ; 
then  was  the  tJme  for  him,  who  disapproved 
the  sentiment,  to  speak  out :  or,  will  gentlemoi 
say  it  meant  nothing )  Did  not  every  one  in 
this  House  know,  and  understand,  what  it 
meant!  Tes,  sir,  gentiemen  knew  what  it 
meant :  it  meant,  if  the  allied  powers  of  Eorope 
and  France,  should  make  war  on  the  Sooth 
American  republics,  to  put  down  and  ex- 
terminate those  Governments — that,  having  so 
made  war  against  free  Governments,  if  eoc- 
cessful  there,  that  the  next  effort  would  bo 
against  this  country ;  to  extinguish  here  the 
last  trace  of  republican  Institutions,  and  estab- 
lish legitimate  dynasty ;  it  was  a  decloratian 
that  he  would  not  wait  antil  they  hnd  ap- 
proached our  firesides— that  we  would  m<»t 
the  danger  at  the  threshold;  it  was  B  declarai- 
tion  founded  upon  a  sense  of  onr  duties,  for 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties — the  declara- 
tion, or  pledge,  as  some  call  it,  was  not  made 
to  the  Soathern  Bepnblics;  it  was  not  made  to 
fiance,  or  to  England,  or  to  the  allied  powers; 
It  was  no  pledge  to  any  one ;  it  was  a  declarv 
tion  founded  npon  considerations  of  the  defence 
of  our  own  institutions;  it  wsa  made  with  a 
view  to  our  own  safety,  and  not  with  a  view 
alliances  wiUi  any  other  Government  or 


powers  abandoned  their  intention  of  making 
war  on  Mexico  and  Colombia ;  it  has  given 
peace  and  security  to  the  liberties  of  the  South- 
ern Kepublica,  and  has  added  glory  to  onr  own 
country.  And  shall  we  now  take  it  back! 
Take  it  back,  now  the  danger  is  over,  after  all 
the  ends  intended  are  consummated,  and  peace 
and  tranqiullity  rests  over  the  land  1  I  said 
before,  if  gentiemen  were  not  willing  to  stand 
by  the  declaration  thus  made  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
they  ought  to  have  ol^ected  to  it  at  the  time. 
What  I  said  Mr.  J.,  are  gentiemen  willing  to 
take  that  declaration  back  now,  after  it  has 
had  its  effect — after  it  has  given  peace  to  thoee 
republics,  fame  and  security  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  tell  Europe — tell  the  allied  pow- 
ers, that  it  meant  nothing — that  it  was  a  mere 
jest~-the  declaration  of  a  President,  without 
a  meaning,  and  they  ought  not  to  have  regard- 
ed it  I  Who  is  bore  ready  to  say  so ) — ^to  say 
he  will  not  defend  the  rights  and  lil>erties  (^ 
his  country  to  the  last  I    So,  ur,  tbere  b  no 
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nutleuun,  upon  a  Tecmrenoe  of  tbe  Bome 
OKgen  to  this  conntiy,  but  what  would  Kpetit 
tnd  *et  tbe  saute  langna^.  Eves  now,  nr, 
vonld  gentlemen  view  with  indiffereooe  &Dd 
mamoeni,  an  attempt,  bj  tbe  allied  powers, 
to  Dokmize  Mexico  and  Texas,  to  proetrate  the 
efforts  or  tJiat  coaDti7  for  libertr  Bud  independ- 
eow,  ind  fix  upon  it  a  UgiUmaU  djnastj  t 
Soeh  ■  (000117,  ">  extent,  population,  and  fer- 
tility eotemuDoas  to  out  frontiere,  placed  in 
poMMDD  of  the  allies,  would  afford  to  them, 
b  their  enuada  against  tbe  liberties  of  man,  a 
poeitiixi  lad  resonrcee  where  thejr  might  con- 
cmtnte  a  force  to  any  amount,  which  the^ 
Di^t,vith  great  facility,  wield  agunst  as,  and 
aitda  them  to  wage  a  war  of  the  most  disas- 
tniiia  Idad,  which,  without  Mexico  and  Texaa, 
ther  will  never  be  able  to  do.  Bir,  the  im- 
portiDce  of  inch  a  step,  on  the  part  of  the 
tUied  powers,  and  the  eeriooa  and  alarming 
caMsqnencee  whioh  might  rise  out  of  It  to  ns, 
tn  too  obviona  to  ne«d  eladdation ;  and,  is 
tiiere  anj  one  hero  who  is  prepared  to  say  he 
*iUbeindiffbretitto  Bodi  anerentf  If  there 
i^  1  am  not  the  one. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  this  was  no  pledge  to  any 
Sovmiment  or  to  any  nation.  There  was 
mAiiig  injatical  in  the  declaration,  aa  some 
k(T«  pretended.  It  was  an  open  declaration  of 
the  vi«WB  (J  Preudent  Monroe  of  what  was  the 
tone  interest  and  poUcy,  in  the  event  then  oon- 
(■nplatedj  for  tlua  coonti?  to  pnraae,  to  pre- 
■ore  its  hber^,  and  to  perpetaate  its  union. 
It  was  founded  upon  a  conaideration  of  onr 
own  rights  and  onr  own  duties,  in  preserving 
AT  own  institutions ;  and  it  was  responded  to 
^  ttw  people  of  this  conntry — it  met  the  ap- 
pot«ti<Hi  of  alL  Tee,nr,  Mr.  Monroe  received 
iDon  eclat  for  this  act,  than  an;  other  of  hie 
wbde  administration.  And  who  can  tell  what 
wield  have  h^ipened,  if  this  ground  had  not 
ken  ammed ;  would  all  have  now  been  peace 


But  the  gentieman  from  PennBylvania  soys 
^  has  been  the  polio;  pnrsned  by  the  Ad- 
■iiiiWaaon  for  the  last  three  months  (or  few 


nchal  and  that  he  would 
T^i  did  the  Kentlemoa  say  such  had  been  the 
V^  pnimed  by  the  Adminiatration  for  a 
few  moDtha  pastt  iWhy  did  he  not  aay  for 
Mdj  thne  years  ^Ml  la  it  beoaoee,  in  tbe 
ntin  time,  another  Preddent  has  bemi  eleot«d  t 
u  it  becaiue  another  Administration,  in  part, 
Wmeceeded  to  the  former,  that  the  gentieman 
*S  Dot  mictMHi  what  he  ezpreeal^  or  tacitly 
■ffnved  under  that  former  Administration  t 
iiAat  tbe  reason! 

T^  gentieman,  and  also  othera,  have  aud, 
™t  Hr.  Poinsett  has  given  a  pledge  to  Mexico, 
m  CM  of  war  on  that  ooontry,  that  this  nation 
•ill  "bear  the  bnmt  of  the  contest."  Mr. 
"UMM  has  given  no  such  pledge — he  had  no 
jWhwity  to  make  snch  a  one.  Mr.  Poinsett, 
B  is  adnutted,  may  not  have  tieen  as  eantioos 
"A  dtar  in  hia  expressiona,  as,  perhaps,  he 
"^  to  have  been,    fie  uqb,  he  toU 


Mexican  Minister,  "that,  ai  tn  the  event  of 
Buoh  an  atl«mpt--- (an  attempt  to  re-colonize 
Mexico,  and  overtnm  her  Government,  by  a 
war  against  republican  principlea,  is  to  what 
Mr.  P,,  in  mj  opinion,  aflndes)— in  snch  an  at- 
tempt," says  Mr.  Poinsett,  "  we  would  be  com- 
pelled to  take  tbe  most  activepart,  end  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  tiie  contest."  Were  we  pledged 
to  Mexico  to  do  BO  t  No,  mr.  Are  we  com- 
pelled, by  any  treaty,  with  any  power,  to  do 
so  I  So,  sir.  Mr.  Poinsett,  clearly,  has  alln- 
eion  to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  that  onr 
own  self-preservation  would  impel  us  to  this 
oonrse,  in  auch  an  event.  That,  perhaps,  Is 
what  he  meant.  If  he  intended  to  go  fnruier 
than  the  true  poliev  of  thia  count^,  in  aach 
on  event,  would  call  for,  he  was  wrong.  But 
who  can  tell  what  snch  an  event  might  induce 
ni  t«  do )  He  was  wrong,  perhaps,  to  nse  the 
expreesioo,  without  defining  its  extent  and 
meaning ;  onleaa,  indeed,  Meiioo  understood  It 
to  stop  at  the  point  I  have  mentioned.  The 
gentleman  from  Bouth  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
has  read  a  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
BtAte  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  whioh  allusion  is  also 
made  to  the  declaration  in  the  Presidents 
Message  of  the  Sd  December,  1828;  and  I, 
with  that  gentleman,  think  that  it  Is  sufficient 
to  show,  without  further  evidence,  that  the 
allusions  of  Mr.  Poinsett  were  to  the  policy  1^ 
down  in  that  Message ;  and,  I  presume,  that, 
if  the  present  Administration  have  stud  or  done 
any  thing  in  relation  to  that  snbjeot,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  in  strict  oonformity  with  the 
principles  and  jwlicy  of  that  declaration.  Gen- 
tiemeu,  he  believed,  were  mistaken,  in  soppos- 
ing  that  Mr.  Poinsett  had  given  any  snch 
pledge.  The  fact  of  the  Mexican  Minister 
having  refused  to  sig«  the  treaty,  because  M^, 
Poinsett  would  not  make  the  pledge,  on^t  to 
be  ooncIoMve,  that  he  nwtber  has  made,  nor 
intended  to  make,  such  a  pledge — he  had  no 
power  to  make  it. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  the  Freddent'e  making 
promises,  &«.,  whioh  may  involve  na  in  difficul- 
ties, as  if  hehodeilherthepoweror  the  inclina- 
tion to  do  so.  Sir,  what  one  thePresidBUtdot 
Soppose  the  olliea  sovereigns  ^onld  make 
war  on  republican  principlee,  and  commence 
their  operations  in  Mexico,  or  in  any  other 
war  that  shall  be  or  may  be  contemplated, 
tending  to  endanger  onr  country,  what  doea 
his  duty  require  of  him  to  do  t  It  is  hia  bonnden 
dnty  to  wateh  the  movements  of  any  and  aU 
countries  that  shall  exhibit  or  indicate  snch  an 
intention,  and  commnnicate  to  this  House  the 
facts ;  and  it  is  our  place  and  our  duty  to  adopt 
BQch  measures  aa  shall  effectually  and  efficient- 
ly defend  our  conntry.  This  is  all  he  can  do 
in  such  an  event,  and  it  is  all  that  he  will  do — 
he  will  not  trwiscend  his  rights,  by  taking 
upon  himself  more  than  belongs  to  him.  It 
remains  for  us  to  improve  or  disapprove  the 
meaaures  he  may  recommend,  or  to  adopt  suoh 
others,  in  their  stead,  oa  onr  Jndgmenta  ahaU 
^tprove. 
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I,  for  one,  am  not  pi«part«d  to  tftk«  book 

the  deolarstioQ  thna  made  bj  Mr.  Monroe — a 
declaration,  founded,  I  repeat,  witii  a  view  to 
our  own  safety  and  the  defence  of  our  own  ooan- 
^7;  witha viewto tbeperpetuationofourown 
Independence  and  oor  own  happineaB,  against 
the  oombined  aggressiona  of  the  ailitd  wwr- 
eignt  ot  Europe ;  and  not  made  with  a  ^ew  <^ 
forming  entangling  allianoea,  on  onr  put,  with 
any  nation.  A  happy  and  gloriona  reatilt  baa 
been  produced ;  the  allied  powers  relinquished 
all  farther  deiugna  agunat  America — North 
and  South :  the  danger  is  gone  by — I,  for  one, 
will  not  take  it  back^  and  tell  the  allied  sorer- 
tigaa  and  the  world  it  meant  nothing. 

Mr.  HoDcTTFiB  said  he  shonid  be  »orry  if  the 
intention  of  the  House  should  t>e  defeat«d  by  a 
mere  question  abont  form.  For  bimseU^  he 
oonsidered  it  as  of  little  oooseqaenoe,  whether 
the  inqniry  was  made  by  the  Oommittae  of 
Foreign  Relations  or  by  tbe  House.  It  was  of 
moch  more  importanoe  that  the  inquiry,  in 
whatcTer  mode  it  might  be  presented,  should 
eover  the  wholeground.  Hehad  noobjeotions 
tLat  it  should  be  made  speoiflo,  if  that  form 
was  preferred  by  any  gentleman,  but,  in  that 
ease,  it  shoold  be  accompanied  by  a  general 
modification  as  to  disoloeares  iigurioos  to  the 

fiublic  good.  He,  therefore,  anggeBted  to  his  coi- 
eague  the  expediency  of  modifying  bis  amend- 
ment, by  adding  "  such  parts  of  the  answer  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter 
to  Mr.  Clay,  dated  Mexico,  SBth  September, 
168S,  and  numbered  23,  as  relate  to  a  ruppoied 
pUdge  of  tbe  United  6t^«8,"  and  adding  to  it  the 
won^  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Eentnok;, 
'  (Ur.  LxicHKB,)  so  that  the  whole  shoold  read : 

"Rfolni,  That  the  President  of  the  nniled 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  a 
eopj  of  such  parts  of  the  anawer  of  the  Becretsry 
of  State  to  Hr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Kr.  Clny,  dated 
Mexico,  !8tb  September,  le!6,  and  numbered  22, 
as  relate  to  a  tnppotd  pUdge  of  the  Uolled  Btates  ; 
and,  also,  to  Inform  the  House  whether  the  United 
States  ha*e,  in  any  manner,  made  any  pledge  to 
the  OoTenimeDts  of  Mexico  and  South  America, 
that  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  power  with  the  independ- 
ence or  form  of  GoTemment  of  those  uatlons ;  and, 
If  so,  whenf  in  what  mannert  and  to  wliat  ex- 
Mr.  HunLTOs  expressed  his  willingness  to 
accept  of  this  m  a  modlfloatjon  of  bis  amend- 

Mr,  HoD.  proceeded ;  One  word,  rir,  to  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Kentucky,  (Mr.  F.  Joekson.) 
That  gentleman  assames  that  tbe  Message  of 
President  Monroe  does,  in  effect,  operate  as  A 
pledge  that  tlie  United  States  will,  oy  foroe,  if 
necessary,  resist  any  attempt  at  interference 
with  the  independence  of  the  Bonth  American 
States. 


Sir,  I  will  not 
Hie  Message  of  PreudenI  Monroe,  bnt  I  solemnly 
•Dter  my  protest  against  any  anoh  constniotion 


Iwund  to  B 

and  enter  into  treatie*  to  aid  them.  If  saoh  ia 
the  oonstmotJon  put  npon  that  Message  by  tbe 
present  Administration  of  the  Qovemmukt,  I 
HifiUim  and  protest  against  iL 

Hr.  Woods,  of  Ohki,  tlion^t  it  woold  be 
more  proper  to  call  on  the  Preride&t  of  tbe 
United  States  for  this  iuformaticffi,  than  to  ob- 
twn  it  titrongb  tbe  Oommittw  on  Foreign  B^ 
lations.  Tbe  Exeoative  is  the  proper  hranoh 
of  t^is  Government  to  give  information  tonoh- 
ing  the  foreign  relations  of  the  oonntry. 

Mr.  F.  JoHSsos  obeerved,  in  reply  to  Hr, 
MoDcms,  that  he  tbongbt  he  had  said  thafe 
the  Message  of  President  Monroe  did  not  pledge 
this  GoTemmart  toanyljody;  bnt  that  the  dec- 
laration had  been  made  nnder  a  sense  of  our 
own  rights,  and  with  tbe  intent  that  others 
shoold  remember  them.  I  said  that  this  decla- 
ration bad  had  the  most  salutary  effects.  Sir, 
it  had — the  declaration  has  answered  its  olgeat 
—it  has  bad  tbe  effect  that  was  intended.  I 
consider  it  a  oredit  to  the  country,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  back  any  part  of  it. 

Mr.  PowBixsud,  if  he  understood  the  amend- 
ment, as  now  mod^ed,  it  was,  in  substance,  the 
same  as  that  which  he  bad  himself  offered,  and 
be  could  aarare  the  House  that  he  had  no  mch 
partiality  for  bis  own  resolution  as  to  perplex 
the  House  by  insistiog  on  their  determining 
whiohtheysbonld  adopt;  believing  the  amend- 
ment to  be,  in  fact,  eqnal  to  his  own,  be  shonld 
very  heartily  acquiesce,  shonld  it  be  aanotioned 
by  the  Honse.  His  otjject  was  not  to  criminate 
anybody.  He  had,  however,  an  ulterior  object 
in  presenting  his  resolution  to  the  Uonse — an 
object  directly  the  reverse  of  that  denred  by 
the  gentieman  traja  Eentuoky,  (Mr.  Jobnsoit.) 
He  wishes  the  ^edge  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  be  reo- 

S(»nized  and  anherad  to ;  I  wish  that,  if  any 
edge  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  Hr. 
onroe,  this  House  shall  prostrate  saoh  a 
pledge,  and  procWm  to  the  world  that  they  do 
not  hold  it  lawfully  made,  or  binding  on  the 
country.  If,  in  answer  to  onr  inqniry,  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive shall  say  that  tbe  country  is  pledged, 
I  shall  then  move  that  this  Soaaa  disavow  sa<di 
an  understanding. 

Yet,  I  do  not  say  that  Ae  United  Btates  shall 
never  redet,  by  force,  anTnterferenoe,  however 
violent  or  dangerons,  with  tbe  Sonth  Amerioon 
States ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  pledge  this  Gov- 
ernment to  any  alliance  beforehand.  When 
such  a  case  shidi  arise  as  will  Justify  it,  let  na 
interpose  by  the  strong  hand  of  power ;  but,  in 
the  meanwhile,  let  na  remain  free  from  all 
pledges  of  alliances. 

Mr.  Ybsplikok  suggested,  that  tbe  amende 
ment  of  Mr.  MoDnrpu  should  be  modified,  by 
substituting  for  the  words  "  supposed  pledge," 
the  words  "  the  pledge  therein  mentioned." 

Mr.  MoDuPFiR  accepted  this  n>odiflcata<m, 
and,  thus  modified — 

Mr.  PowBLL  accepted  the  amendment  of  lb, 
UoDdtfu,  and  adopted  It  aa  hia  own. 
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[TIm  qDcttkuL  therefore,  from  this  point  in 
Ibe  debate,  wai  between  Hr.  Powux'a  resoln- 
tioa  and  th«t  of  Mr  WiOKunv.] 

Hr.  Tbkpluiok,  after  thankingthe  gentleman 
bma  Pennsjlvania,  (Mr.  Bdciubu',)  for  his 
npport  of  the  ameDdment,  as  at  first  offered, 
bf  himself  and  RUtin^  that  Hr.  B.  bad  antioi- 
Mtedbim  in  someof  Us  views,  irhiob  he  there- 
nre  would  not  repeat,  sud,  thst  the  qQestion 
K>«  was,  whether  the  bguiry  shall  go  to  a 
Coonnittee  of  the  House,  or  to  tba  Preadent  of 
Ihs  Doited  SUtes.  He  tboDgbt  the  gentleman 
fran  Fennsjlrania  had  Tery  clearl;  Bbown  that 
Ha  fint  of  these  courses  was,  on  aatoj  ao- 
(onnta,  to  be  preferred.    He  should  not  repeat 


otbet  KitMind  on  wbioh  it  might  be  malntuned, 
tod  which  he  believed  the  gentleman  had  not 
adrated  to.  The  gentleman  from  Kentockj 
(Hr.  Johsbok)  has  said  that  the  danger  is  over ; 
and  Ike  says  trnly — the  foreign  danger  is  over. 
Bat  din  there  is  another  dai^r  atnome:  the 
duger  e£  preoedeute  in  iuterpretjng  the  oonsti- 

Tbe  Ute  President  of  the  United  States  had 
Made  a  public  declaration  in  hisUessage  to  tbe 
EooB,  whioh  was  right  and  just  in  itself,  and 
va)  bailed  by  the  whole  Amerioan  people  with 
peat  mthnsiaam ;  and  it  was  supported,  as  far 
« iKce»arT,  by  the  authorities  of  the  country. 
Bat,  its  terms  were  very  Tagne  and  indefinite 
— jteibape  purposely  eo,  that  it  might  not  com- 
mit the  coontry.  But,  though  thus  indefinite 
ia  ilaelf^  it  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tie,  where  it  aaenmed  a  very  different  form.  It 
was  used. by  oor  Uinisters  abroad,  and  con- 
Bdoed  of  ao  definite  a  character  as  to  be  bor- 
flined  on  in  obtaining  oommerdial  privil^fee. 

Mow,  sir,  1  open  the  conslitutiou,  and  I  aak, 
wbsre  is  the  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Execn- 
tive  Dmartment  of  this  Government,  to  give 
ay  sod)  pledge  t  I  find  that  Confess  has  the 
ptnrer  to  deuare  war,  and  the  Preudent  to 
make  treaties ;  hot  I  find  no  power  given  to  tfae 
Fnad«nt  to  commit  the  nation  to  any  pre-de- 
Icnnuied  line  of  policy. 

But  gentlemen  say  Uie  honor  of  the  ooimtry  is 
cnmnitted — a  bargdn  bos  t>eea  made  on  this 
^edge.  Well,  air,  mi|^o«e  some  unexpected 
Ksta  lathings  should  arise  in  the  internal  con- 
CHBs  of  these  South  American  Republics ;  sup- 
poss,  for  example,  that  one  of  tine  provinces 
dMMld  resist  the  authority  of  the  new  Qovern- 
ncnt,  on  s  question,  perhaps,  oonoeming  the 
iBtiudBctiou  d  religions  liberty,  (and  that  is  a 
lopie  oD  which  our  Government  seema  peoQ- 
wy  aoxiooa,)  and  in  this  jnncture  of  affaire, 
the  Government  of  that  Republic  should  call  on 
^  Government  to  redeem  its  pledge :  could 
we  turn  round  and  tell  them  that  no  pledge  hod 
eTtf  bem  given  f  Could  we  deny  to  them,  af- 
ter the  pledge  had  been  made  the  basis  of  a 
snninerciBl  bargain,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  no  anthority  to  give  such  a 
|U|et    Kr,  tlii*  ^peara  to  me  to  b«  one  more 


step  towards  increasing  the  power  of  the  Ptm- 

ident,^d  making  this  House  and  the  Senate  in 
effect  nothing— a  mere  re^tering  assembly  to 
-'-'  a  formal  sanction  to  the  deoreee  of  the 


r,  I  would  say  to  theee  Oovermnents  at 
once,  that  no  formal  pledge  hod  been  given,  or 
could  be  given,  by  the  President ;  that,  in  the 
declaration  referred  to^  the  Government  had 
done  wisely,  perhaps,  but  nothing  more;  be- 
yond a  decUralJon  toe  Ezecotive  bad  no  right 
to  go.  Sir,  do  not  let  us  deceive  foreign  Gov- 
emments,  nor  let  them  be  deceived. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  any 
great  terror  on  the  subject  of  usnrpation — but 
step  by  step,  we  may  go  on  until  we  alter  Uie 
constitution.  It  is  in  this  way  tbat  Govem- 
ments  become  changed  by  the  lapse  of  time^ 
and  assume  at  length  an  entirely  new  charao- 
ter.  New  power  is  gradually  given  as  to  for- 
eign politics,  and  at  last  we  become  entangled 
in  foreign  alliances. 

This,  too,  might  be  a  very  proper  occasion 
for  this  House  to  express  its  views  as  to  the 
posture  of  this  conntry  in  relation  to  the  na- 
tions of  both  continents.  And  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  we  give  notice  that  we  shall  repel  all 
aggression  on  the  liberties  of  this  continent,  we 
may,  with  great  deliberation,  take  ground  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  we  will  not  go.  We  may 
make  this  point  a  rallying  point  for  tbe  consti- 
tutioD.  Bat  where  can  wo  take  this  stand  but 
on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House) 
Gentlemen  wl^  us  t«  call  on  the  President  to 
^ve  us  full  information  on  the  subject  of  this 
supposed  pledge — well,  sir,  sapposing  he  does 
so— will  this  enable  us  to  get  any  expression  by 
the  people  of  their  sense  of  their  own  right«t 
No,  sir.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  resolution 
will  pass  in  its  original  form. 

Ur.  Rekh  said  be  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. We  wish  to  ask  for  information,  and, 
sir,  where  is  itt  Sir,  the  President  alone  has 
got  it ;  and  why  should  we  ask  him  through 
a  committee  t  Is  it  in  order  that  that  commit- 
tee may  express  Its  view  of  the  conduct  of  this 
Government,  with  respect  to  pledges  ?  Is  that 
the  object  aimed  at  (  Sir,  this  may  be  proper, 
or  not^bnt  let  ns  get  the  information — let  us 
get  it  in  a  direct  form — not  by  any  circuitous 
mode — sot  accompanied  by  glosses  yid  com- 
mentaries which  may  render  its  meanflf)tdoubt' 
ful.  It  is  very  possible  I  may  go  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  in  his  views  of  what 
we  onght  to  declare  on  the  suljeot  of  the  Soath 
American  States ;  but  to  assume,  gratuitously, 
before  any  answer  is  given,  that  it  will  be  <a 
snch  and  such  a  kind,  and  that  then  we  must 
do  so  and  so,  is  in  my  judgment  wholly  im- 

llr.  Cook  thought  that,  whether  this  Gov- 
ernment, OS  a  Government,  had  acted  right  or 
not,  in  making  a  certain  declaration  at  a  former 
period,  was  what  need  not  now  be  inquired 
mto :  eeeiug  that  the  latest  offidal  act  of  the 
Government  has  declared  e^naaly  that  onr 
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tioQs,  to  oompromit  the  neutrality  8f  this 
oonntiy,  why  snonld  we  seek  Bay  thing  to  tie 
contrary  of  a  previoos  date.  And  besides,  does 
not  the  Secretary  of  Stata,  in  hia  answer  to 
Sal&xar,  disavow  that  this  GoTemment  is  to 
make  any  foreign  alliances  1  Sir,  I  am  opposed 
to  send  Ut  a  committee  of  this  House  for  an 
elaborate  report  on  the  relations  of  this  Qot- 
«mment  in  all  time  to  oome.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared for  a  long  string  of  resolutions  which  can 
exdte  debate  and  do  no  good.  Besolntions  of 
thia  kind,  though  entitled  to  respect,  are  1  ' 
things  of  a  moment,  and  have  little  effect 
onr  successors.  I  want  merely  the  information 
now  asked  for,  I  wonld,  however,  safest  a 
modification  of  the  resolntion  by  inserting  the 
vords  "  or  otherwise,"  attuT  those  which  speak 
of  a  pledge  being  given  aooording  to  the  conati- 
tnljon.  According  to  the  constitntion,  we  know 
that  the  Executive  conld  give  no  Buch  pledge — 
he  has  not  the  power.  But  if  we  ask  whether 
a  pledge  has  been  given,  whether  constitution- 
ally "  or  otherwise,"  the  fact,  if  it  has  hap- 
Ced,  must  come  out  K  any  snoh  pledge  has 
a  given  by  Hr.  Monroe,  it  is  certainly  a  de- 
parture from  hia  own  policy;  and  if  by  the 
present  Eiecntive,  it  is  against  the  veiy  last  act 
of  his  in  relation  to  these  Sotttli  Amencan  Ke- 
pnblics. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  thought  that  any  snch  olanse 
was  anneceasary.  There  is  but  one  mode  by 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  Stat«a  can 
be  pledged  to  any  aut  or  conrse  of  policy^  and 
that  is  according  to  the  constitution.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  object  to  having  this  inquiry 
directed  to  the  President.  Sir,  wilt  yon  ask  the 
President  whether  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  pledged?  And  what  will  be  his 
answer  ?  Can  he  send  ns  a  treaty!  Nu,  rir,  he 
has  none  to  send.  That  be  has  none,  is  proved 
by  the  fAct  that  we  are  invited,  according  to  his 
opinion  of  the  invitation,  to  go  to  a  designated 
place  to  make  one.  Why,  then,  will  you  go  to 
the  President?  The  Minister  has  held  official 
y  language — that  is  pl^n ;  and  what,  ur,  is  his 
language  worth!  It  is  worth  as  maoh  as  the 
official  language  of  an  American  Minister  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Do  you  ask  what  was 
his  authority  for  using  this  language  !  He  nsed 
it  by  virtue  of  his  plenipotentiary  powers,  and 
under  the  instructions  of  his  Cliief.  Has  not 
the  President  sent  to  this  Honse  documents 
which  prodnoe  everywhere  the  deepest  impres- 
sion f  And  ore  they  not  fnlly,  and  in  every 
particular,  a  jnstification  of  such  language  as 
onr  Minister  has  held?  It  is  the  language  of 
the  Secretary  of  State :  he,  too,  speaks  to  the 
American  nations  of  the  memorable  pledge  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  What  will 
yon  go  to  the  President  fori  Do  you  wish  to 
know  if  the  language  is  justified  by  the  spirit 
of  hia  instrnotions  ?  Sir,  it  must  be.  Some 
gentlemen,  perhaps,  may  find  arguments  to  sat- 
isfy themaetvesthatthelangaa^  is  not  justified 
to  ita  whole  extent ;  but  nothing  short  of  the 


recall  of  the  Minister  can  satisfy  this  natim 
that  the  langnage  is  not  approved.  Sir,  the 
language  of  a  Minister  is  something — it  goes  for 
something.  He  says  we  are  ple^^;  weira 
called  on  to  redeem  the  pledge ;  and  he  has* 
given  to  the  Mexican  Government  such  assur- 
ances that  they  infer  we  will  fulfil  this  pkdge. 
A  question  then  presents  itself — by  wh^  pow- 
er has  the  President  acted?  Where  is  tiia 
sanction  of  such  ag  act  in  the  constitatdon? 
Has  the  Executive  trenched  on  the  powers  of 
this  Honse  and  of  the  Senate  ?  Sir,  it  is  a 
grave  inquiry,  and  one  which  it  is  proper,  on 
every  account,  should  be  snbnittt«d  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Sir,  I  am  agreeably  surprised  to  see  the  b- 
terest  which  £is  matter  has  excited;  yetlcta- 
not  but  be  surprised.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  is  the  official  organ  to  eiprtss 
tbe  will  and  guard  the  tntcreslsof  the  people  ia 
their  interoouTBe  with  foreign  powers. 


Is  it  Etrange  he  should  presume  to  call  an 

ge  to  this  House,  not  disapproved,  a  pled( 

How  olten  have  we  been  told  that  the  m 


report  of  a  branch  of  an  Executive  Department 
was  adopted,  and  bound  this  House  and  the 
Executive,  becanse  an  appropriation  had  been 
made  to  execute  a  part  of  it  ?  Has  not  an  aot 
been  passed,  which  recognizes  as  contemplated 
a  great  system  of  interna!  improvement,  npoa 
which  there  haa  been  neither  vote  nor  eisoi- 
oatton  by  Congress!  There  is  a  still  deeper 
example :  a  law  has  been  construed  and  eie- 
onted,  not  according  to  the  law  itself,  bnt  ac- 
cording to  the  construction .  contained  in  the 
Message  of  a  former  President  of  the  United 
Stated— the  Slave  act;  and  this,  because  tbt 
construction  was  not  disapproved  by  Oongress. 
Important  consequences  followed  this  oonstnio- 
tion :  large  sums  of  money  were  spent — a  war 
ensued — and  one  hundred  human  victims  per- 
ished on  a  barren  and  distant  shore.  Is  it  snr- 
priung  that  the  Prendent  should  now  maksa 
similar  presumption,  in  a  case  similar,  althonsh 
not  so  strong?  In  1623,  a  President  cf  the 
United  States  made  a  very  important  and  strik- 
mg  declaration  on  the  subject  of  our  future  pol- 
icy in  relation  to  the  South  American  Stties. 
No  disapprobation  was  expressed  by  ConBressi 
and  therefore,  it  ia  considerod  as  approved,  and 
as  a  fair  expression  of  the  will  of  Coiigrcss. 
Sir,  I  object  to  all  such  inferenoes ;  but  these 
are  more  defensible  in  our  foreign  interoonrsa 
than  at  home.  Permit  me  to  bring  the  facts 
this  subject  before  the  Honse.  I  was  at  that 
time  present  in  the  House ;  and  I  ooufeaa  that, 
when  the  Message  was  r^d,  I  was  startled  at 
ita  boldness.  It  was  ao  different  from  the  or- 
dinary tone  of  that  gentleman's  commnaioationei 
that  we  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it.  But, 
the  mystery  was  soon  eipluned.  We  soon 
',  that,  however  bold  this  declaration  might 
appear  to  he,  there  had  been  no  impmdenoB  ia 
maklQK  it,  because  there  woa,  in  fact,  no  dan- 
ger. This  declaration  followed  a  d^nnination 
of  another  QoTermnenb    That  Govttwneol  bad 
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ie^Mcd  to  the  other  oftbinets  of  Europe,  bj  an 
offidal  coDvenalion  witli  Fnmce,  that  it  would 
not  BM,  with  iDdifference,  anj  interference 
with  Spaaisb  America,  and  our  decl&ration 
ttsat  in  tagging  behind  that  official  converBo- 
tiaa.  The  decUration  itself,  waf^  I  believe, 
gaierally  approved  in  this  coimtry.    Bir,  I  ap- 

Gve  of  it  mfself^  if  it  is  rightly  tnderstood, 
I  Btrongl;  disapprove  of  it,  if  it  commitB  to 
uf  illiaoce  with  tne  South  AJnerican  Govera- 
aentg.  I  wiD  now,  however,  resume  the  his- 
toTT  of  vhat  passed  in  the  Hoose.  A  gentle- 
mu  from  Eentnck^,  thinking  that  this  deda- 
ntkm  of  the  President  wu  onlj  a  declaration 
d  the  President,  introdDced  a  reaolataon  oor- 
ntpondbg  in  tone  with  the  langnage  in  the 
Xwuge.  It4B  in  these  worda : 
"Sugbg^  ^  That  the  people  of  thew  Statei 
ot  see,  iritbout  •erioaa  iaqoietude.  uij  for- 


adjsclian  tboH  puts  of  the  continent  of  America 
■rbdi  have  prodcimed  and  eatabUehed  for  them* 
Kbo,  napecti'rdy,  independent  QoTemmenti,  and 
vkich  hare  been  solemnl;  lecogniied  by  the 
Caiud  Sues." 

Tile  resolotion  took  the  ordlnsrj'  conne :  it 
1M  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tiie  whole 
Haue  on  the  atnt«  of  the  Union,  and  there  it 
4q4  until  the  last  da7  of  the  session.  The  gen- 
tknuu  tfaoB  distinctl;  stated  that,  as  there  wfts 
ut  the  remotest  danger  that  the  contingenoj' 
Mntemplated  in  the  resolation  wonld  actnallj 
lite  place,  be  bad  not  called  it  np.  Sir,  the 
BMiuDg  of  this  declaration  was  in  nowise  con- 
tvigetit  or  donbtfiil ;  it  was  perfectlj  nnder- 
Hmd  withont  the  protest  which  the  honorable 
pollenian  from  Ma8sachnaett«  BajBhethenmode, 
(ud  vhich  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  bear,) 
nd  that  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  not  now  in 
Ui  Mat;  it  was  perfectly  nnderstoodbftheHonse 
H  DOthtsg  more  than  a  mere  declaration.  The 
GoTHiimeiit,  it  seems,  has  since  occasioned  it 
to  IwcoDte  something  more,  and  the  objeot  of 
IIk  pres«Dt  resolution,  as  I  anderstond  it,  is  to 
Rdpce  this  formidable  pledse  back  to  its  origi- 
nlnupottance  as  a  mere  declaration  of  the  Prea- 
Mtttof  the  United  Statea  to  the  Oongresa  of 
tit  United  States. 

If  genttemen  aopiMMe  that  any  thing  we  shall 
»  bata  the  President  will  pot  it  in  a  different 
B^it,  the  resolntion  onght  to  be  direoted  to 
m^madont.  I  do  not,  and  I  tmst,  therefore, 
ut  the  amendment  wiU  be  reacted,  and  that 
ttc  (filial  motion  will  prevail. 

Ifr.  ViLUBT  said,  tliat  it  seemed  to  him  the 
■volution  waa  not  understood.  The  real  point 
ofinqnin  -^t^,  \rj  what  anthority  Mr.  Poinsett 
md  made  the  declaration  in  qnestion  to  the 
JtoKtn  Minister.  Now,  the  matter  seemed  to 
M  mdentood  in  a  diSbrent  way.  An  entirely 
™MtqQeetion  bad  been  enbatitnted  for  the 
ct%ina]  uiquiiT,  and  the  resolntion  had  been  so 
»oried,  that  he  donbtod  If  It  would  be  of  any 
We.  Ve  an  now,  it  seems,  to  inquire  if  the 
United  State*  have  given  any  pledge  leoognized 


by  the  constitution,  to  those  Qovomment^.  But 
we  den^  that  the  Ejecntive  can  pledge  tha 
United  States.  We  suppose,  from  the  papers, 
that  onr  Minister  pretended  to  give  a  pledge, 
which  neither  he  nor  the  President  had  a  right 
to  ^ve.  We  deny  that  any  pledge  con  consti- 
tntionally  exists  at  all ;  and,  if  it  has  been  given, 
what  we  want  to  know  is,  by  what  anthority. 

Kr.  Wbight  said  he  rose  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
FoBsiTH.)  From  the  gentieman's  speech  on 
this  subject,  on  Satnrday,  a  report  of  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  it  appears,  he  was  then  of 
opinion,  the  inquiry  ahonld  be  directed  to  the 
I^ident.  Be  thought  then  the  committee  had 
no  information  to  ^ve.  I  thonght  he  waa  cor- 
rect then,  and  J  agreed  with  him.  Now  ha 
thinks  we  onght  to  direct  the  inquiry  to  the 
committee  I  What  has  effected  this  change  in 
hia  mind  I  Baa  any  thing  transpired  in  the  in- 
terim to  effect  itf  It  u  sudden.  I  do  not 
know,  and  cannot  imagine,  what  has  effected 
it,  and  I  cannot  change  too.  I  most  agree  with 
the  opinion  ezpresaed  on  Saturday,  with  which 
I  concurred,  nnlen  I  too  can  see  some  cause  for 
change,  or  be  advised  that  the  committee  has 
now  more  information  than  it  then  had. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB,  who  Joet  returned  into  the  ball, 
said,  that  the  accidental  absence  from  the  Bouse 
for  a  moment,  had  prevented  him  from  hearing 
what  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Wmonr.)  A  mntnal  friend  had  just  in-  ' 
formed  him  uat  the  gentleman  had  spoken  of 
a  difference  between  the  opinion  of  Ur.  F.  on 
this  discussion  and  in  the  diecossion  of  Saturday. 
No  such  difference  existed.  Bis  opinion  of 
Saturday  had  nndeivone  no  change.  The  gen- 
tieman  had  probably  been  misl^  by  jndging 
of  his  (Mr,  r,''8)  opinions  by  what  wes  pnbliwied 
for  him,  and  not  from  what  he  had  spoken  for 
himself.  Be  requested  that  gentlemen  would 
hereafter  confine  their  remarks  to  what  he  had 
said,  and  not  to  what  was  reptaied  for  him. 
Language  and  sentiments  were  frequently  im- 

Eated  to  tiim,  never  uttered  or  conceived  by 
im.  In  one  of  the  public  journals  of  this  city,  ^ 
(the  yalional  Journal)  the  errors  were  so  fre-  ' 
qnent  and  so  remarkable,  as  to  induce  him  al- 
most to  fear  that  he  was  purposely  misrepre- 
sented. He  bad  not  complmned,  as  he  was 
not  answerable  for  the  errors  of  the  reporter. 
In  tbe  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  (the 
Ifatimtal  Jatslligtneer,)  Mi  remarks,  when  he 
first  addressed  the  House,  were  reported  with 
substantial  acenracy.  Bis  explanatory  remarks 
were  altogether  mistaken.  He  had  said  that 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  had  no  in- 
formation to  give  to  the  House.  But  that  he 
~>resQmed  that  the  desire  of  the  gentlemen  from 
f  entncky  waa,  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  propriety  of  the  language  used  by  oar 
Minister,  and  of  the  tnstmctiona  on  which  it 
was  founded ;  and  that  if  that  vaa  his  wish,  he 
onght  to  make  the  langnage  of  his  resolntion 
more  specific.  It  would  then  present  a  ver^ 
important  ^aeation.    The  resolution  had  tfoM 
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been  modified,  and  it  does  now  present  a  very 
important  qoestion.  That,  sir,  ib  mjr  opinion 
ttMiaf — it  vu  mj  opinion  on  Sotardaf  laaL 
I  am  perroaded  that  nultber  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  nor  the'  President  of  the 
Onited  States  have  an;  information  to  give  the 
House,  of  which  it  ia  not  already  posBesaed. 

Ur.  LiTiNOSTON  said,  that  be  was  so  very 
nnfortanate  as  not  to  be  able  to  vote  for  either 
of  the  two  resolntions  before  the  House.  One 
of  those  resolntions  rei^nires  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afikirs  to  inquire  whether,  in  any  man- 
ner, according  to  the  constitution,  a  ^led^  lias 
been  given  by  this  Ooveroment,  that  it  will  aid 
the  South  American  States  in  a  certain  contin- 
gency. Nov,  sir,  the  only  conetitational  way 
of  giving  any  pledge  of  this  kind  is  b;  treaty. 
But  we  have  no  treaty.  We  know  this  already. 
But  this  is  not  the  real  object  of  tbe  Honse. 
The  real  oltject  of  the  inquiry  grows  out  of  the 

tapers  which  have  been  submitted  to  us.  What 
want  to  know  is,  whether  our  Minister  has 
been  instmcted  to  give  any  pledge.  I  do  not 
want  to  know  whether  any  contract  exists  by 
which  he  was  constitntionall;  anthoriEed  to  nse 
the  langoage  be  did,  but  whether  he  was  au- 
thorized in  any  manner  whatever.  Unlesa  this 
expression  ia  dtered  I  cannot  vote  for  either  of 
the  reaolntiona.  The  inbject  I  conuder  as  one 
of  high  import.  This  House  ought  to  know — 
this  nation  ought  to  know — whether  tbe  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  recognizes  any 
ench  pledge  as  that  referred  to  by  Ur.  Poinsett 
Witbont  saying  what  ought  to  be  the  conduct 
of  this  House,  I  wish  first  that  we  should  have 
the  information.  As  the  resolutions  are  sow 
framed,  we  ask  a  qnestion  that  can  only  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  We  ask  if  a  c<Histi- 
tutional  pledge  has  oeen  given.  Why,  wr,  the 
President  wilt,  of  oonrse,  answer  "  No.  You 
know  that  a  oonstitntional  pledge  can  only  be 
given  by  a  treaty,  aa  well  as  I  do." 

Mr.  Powell  said  he  was  satisfied  that  gentle- 
men would  defeat  their  own  object,  and  he 
therefore  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
"      '    "     "        "'       mission  of  the  words, 


,  and  these  words 


South  Carolina,  the 
"constitutional  mann 

Mr.   MoDufTiB   asi 
were  stricken  ouL 

Mr.  WtoKurn  said  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  to  confer  himself  as  the  par- 
eat  of  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape,  or 
only  as  its  ^od-father.  It  was  very  immaterial 
to  him  which.  But  he  wished  to  have  a  look 
at  another  doonment ;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  add  the  following  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  resolution : 

"  And,  also,  to  eommnnicate  to  this  House  a  eopj 
of  the  coiamuaication  from  out  MlnisteT  at  Mexico, 
in  which  be  infornwd  the  Goremmeat  of  the  Doited 
Stales  that  the  Heiican  Government  called  upon 
this  Govenuneot  to  (Ul&l  the  memorable  pledge," 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  wiUiont  oppo- 
sition, and  the  whole  resolution  thus  amended, 
read  as  follows : 


CMam»,I83A. 

"SfeUed^  That  the  Preddent  of  the  tJnitod 
States  be  reqnefled  to  tianamit  to  tbii  Boose  a 
cup;  of  ench  parts  of  tbe  aiinrer  of  the  8ecretar7 
of  State  to  Hr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Mr.  Claj,  dated 
Mexico,  38th  September,  I82fi,  and  numbered  2S, 

■a    rela "-  ' 

therria 


the   ^dge  o^  the   United   States 
Lafonn  this  Bonas 


irtiether  tbe  United  States  ^aie,  .  .   , 

made  atij  pledge  to  the  QoTenuDents  of  Heiico 
Had  South  America,  that  the  United  States  woald 
not  permit  the  Interference  of  anj  fordgn  power 
with  the  independence  or  lorm  of  goveniment  of 
those  natloas ;  and.  If  so,  when  f  in  what  maaner  f 
and  to  what  extent  F  And,  also,  to  commoDicat* 
to  this  House  a  cop;  of  tlu  communicatloa  fn>in 
our  Ifiuiater  at  Mexico,  In  whieh  be  informed  tli» 
GoTemment  of  the  United  States  that  the  Mexicait 
GoverameDt  called  upon  thli  Government  to  fbUl 
the  memorable  pledge  of  the  Pre^dent  of  the 
United  Btatea,  hi  bis  Hessage  to  Congrea  of  D«- 
cember,  1BS3." 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  made  aqneatiMi  of  order  wfaeth- 
er  tbe  House  can  pass  apon  tbe  resolution  ia 
this  form,  without  violating  that  rule  whidi 
directs  that  all  resolutions  proporingsoallnpoD 
the  Preddent  or  Heads  of  Departments  duHild 
lie  one  day  upon  the  table. 

Tl>e  Spijlkkb  decided  that  the  resolution  need 
not  lie. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Fobstth  appealed  to 
the  House,  and  in  support  of  the  appeal  ob- 
served, that  tbe  reeolntion  offered  on  Saturday, 
was  not  a  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  simply  a  direction  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House.  As  now 
modified,  it  has  become  a  oall  npon  the  Exeoa- 

Mr.  OAicBpaLL  observed,  that  the  resolntion 
had  already  been  considered  and  ^senssed  for 
two  days,  and  that,  therefore,  the  spirit  of  the 
rule,  if  not  its  letter,  had  been  complied  with, 
and  if  every  alteration  in  a  resolution  obligea 
it  {o  lie  one  day  longer,  any  resolution  might 
thus  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Tbe  decHsion  of  the  Oluur  was  sustained — • 
Ayes  113,  noes  41. 

Mr,  TuHBLa  snggeat^d  the  propriety  of  fhr- 
tber  amending  the  resolntion,  by  inserting  the 
nsnal  restrictive  clause,  which  leaves  it  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Executive  to  eommnnicate 
only  so  mncb  of  a  paper  called  for  as  in  hia 
opinion  may  not  l>e  inconsistent  with  the  pnb- 
lio  interest ;  but  he  made  no  motion  to  Uaa 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  as  amended,  and  determined 
in  the  aCErmativa  by  yeas  and  nays. 

And  then  the  House  ai^oumed. 


TrxsoAT,  March  SS. 
Anundmetit  of  tA«  Cbnsfttutton, 

Mr.  MoDcFFiE  moved  that  the  House  restdve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  coti«derati<» 
the  proposed  amendment  to  Uw  otHistitDtirai, 
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tH.  or  R. 


fa  rditioit  to  Q»  el«ctioit  of  Prwident  and 
TiM  Pnddent. 

tlw  notian  preTaUed—tfes  108,  noes  S9. 

So  the  Eohm  resolved  itaelf  into  k  Commit- 
tM  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Dwioet  in  the  chair,  on 
tlut  cat^^ect ;  aod  it  was  further  diwnMed  b; 
Mr.  Tbippu,  Mr.  Oasbbxt,  Hr.  KxLLoee,  Mr. 
ToBtHiaeToiT,  and  Mr.  Mnru. 

WxnnaDAT,  March  J9. 
JftUiotiai  Saathent  Boad, 

Tba  folloiring  reeolntion,  jeateida^  offered 
}i]  Hr.  luoiB,  wu  taken  np : 

'Baelrtd,  That  the  Secraurj  of  War  be  di- 
iMied  to  kj  befbie  thii  Houae,  eopiei  of  all  \^e 
MnnpOBdenca  between  that  de[iatt[neDt  aod  an; 
wiwbtri  of  CongreM,  ifaice  the  flnt  daj  of  De- 
(Btcr  kut,  <ni  tCe  n^ect  of  ao  eiunination  of  a 
tsM  for  the  contemplated  Na^onil  Boad  from 
Vohiiigloa  to  New  Orleaoa,  In  neb  direction, 
Ikraa^  tfaa  weatem  part  of  Tennessee,  the  north. 
Ra  put  of  Alabama,  and  the  State  of  Hissiisippl, 
m  ibDiild  be  found  most  eligible,  with  copies  of  uie 
hKiiiLtiuns  to  the  engineer*  on  thai  labject ;  and 
■In  to  inform  this  House,  whether  such  examina- 
dn  hu  been  made,  or  is  now  making ;  and,  if  not, 
AcB  meh  exandDation  is  intended  to  be  made." 

Kr.  SnwiXT  renewed  hie  motion  to  lay  the 
nsdntion  on  the  table;  which  was  carried, 
tpt  gl,  noes  6S. 

Ameudmmt  of  the  CmtlihtUmi. 
Ihe  Houae  then  went  into  Gommittoe  of 


HoDimn,  took  np  the  proportion  to  amend 
Itw  OowtitnticHi  of  the  United  States,  in  rala- 
tini  to  the  election  of  President  and  Yioe 
Pnridaut. 

Hr.  Horntas  addrewed  the  oommittee  at 
1^ 

Xr.  HomuH  was  foDowed  by  Mr.  Cook, 
*ha  WM  in  faTor  of  taking  the  Preudential 
dtelioD  bt«a  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives, 
bst  wu  oi^oeed  to  the  District  Sjstem.  He 
exdnded  a  ihort  speech,  b;  offering  the  fol- 
Wing,  to  be  added  to  the  first  branch  of  Mr. 
HcDrom's  amendment : 

"And  M  will  anthoriie  the  Toters  qnaliBed  to 
n(*  for  manibm  of  the  Honae  of  SepresentatlTes 
ef  llie  Coiled  Sutea  in  each  Sute,  to  rote  directly, 
b  na  maimer  a«  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  di- 
>Mt,  t)r  the  aforesaid  oBcers,  reeervlng  to  each 
BiMc,  (fk«r  the  failare  to  make  a  choice  of  either 
oTtba  slbnaaid  offlcen,  in  the  primary  dection,  on 
tlx  ftindple  that  snch  primary  election  is  now 
Bade,  in  equal  Tote  in  such  election  ;  and  that  a 
sMTnUon  be  authorized,  in  each  State,  to  act  on 
the  ttDKsald  amendmenta." 

Ht,  HoDdmi  requested  the  mover  to  con- 
sent to  withdraw  the  amendment,  on  which  he 
wonld  remark  in  the  course  of  his  general  re- 
^ ;  but  Mr.  Coos  wished  to  have  the  sense 
«■  the  House  taken  on  this  amendment,  before 
it  WM  taken  on  the  mwn  proportion. 


Mr.  HoDoFFix  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BisaocB,  of  Virginia,  expressed  t,  wish 
to  oonclnde  the  remarks  he  had  commenced 
some  days  since,  before  the  question  shoold  be 
taken  en  the  amendment  now  offered. 

Hr.  Cooi  consented,  and  Mr.  Babbouv  con- 
clnded  his  speech. 

Mr.  J.  S.  tiABBona,  of  Virginia  said :  I  most 
ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  indolging  attention  of 
the  committee,  while'  I  endeavor  to  offer  to  its 
candid  deliberation,  those  reflections  npon  the 

Juestion  in  debate,  which  occnr  to  me ;  an  in- 
nlgenoe  at  all  timee  necessary  to  me,  and  pe- 
culiarly BO  npon  this  occasion.  The  protracted 
discussion  for  several  weeks  past  has  divested 
the  subject  of  that  interest  wnich  novelty  usu- 
ally imparts  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
But  the  intrinnc  magnitude  of  this  qneation, 
the  intense  anxiety  of  the  pnblio  mind,  and  the 
solemn  oblisations  of  representative  duty,  ex- 
onee,  and,  f  bnmbly  think,  justify,  whatever 
has  been  s^d  and  whatever  may  be  add  in  thia 
debate. 


It  has  been  anin  and  again  reiterated,  in  the 
progress  of  the  disci '' 


liscussion,  that  this  amendment 
its  birth  to  disappointed  ambition ;  and 
to  that  restless  spirit  of  inqnietode  which  was 
cradled  in  the  hearts  of  a  recent  election.  And 
the  hazard  of  disturbing  the  fundamental  law, 
hj  novel  and  ontried  experiment,  has  been  pre- 
sented ta  UB  in  all  the  terrors  with  which  fancy 
and  genius  coold  surround  it.  Sir,  1  know  of 
no  other  moral  agents,  in  melioralJDg  the  do* 
fects  of  political  InstitDtions,  than  the  Jndgment, 
the  passions,  and  the  iuteresta  of  men. 

Ir  the  effervescence  of  the  public  mind  la 
permitted  to  anbside,  without  realizing  the 
attdnable  good.  It  is  worse  than  idle  to  ex|>ect 
it  in  a  period  wF  tranquillity.  Can  we  ration- 
ally hope  to  obtain  fhim  luignishlng  lethargy, 
tbat  which  is  not  to  be  had  from  active  enthu- 
siasm ;  when  the  Judgments  of  men  are  awak- 
ened by  the  apprwich  of  danger,  and  their  pas- 
sions kindled  m  the  recent  detection  of  flagrant 
and  alarming  abnses  I  The  dread  of  innova- 
tjon  and  the  dangers  of  reform,  have  been  the 
sword  and  the  enield,  with  which  usurpation, 
in  all  past  time,  has  defended  itself  and  com- 
bated popular  liberty.  Had  these  doctrines 
prevailed,  the  glories  of  onr  own  Revolntion 
would  have  Iain  forever  wrapt  in  the  night  of 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  who 
has  submitted  the  resolutions  for  amendmetit, 
with  propriety  remarked,  that,  so  br  Bi  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  depended  upon 
uniformity,  "  we  are  withont  any  constitutional 
rule  whatever."  The  perplexing  difflcolties 
which  encompassed  the  convention,  upon  this 
sabject,  are  vimble  in  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. History  cotild  not  gnide  their  foot- 
stepa,  and  the  lamp  of  experience  reflected  too 
f^nt  a  light  to  direct,  with  safety,  their  own 
deliberations.  "Each  Btate  shall  appoint,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legiilatora  litsrwst  mtj 
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direct,  &  namber  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole 
tmmber  of  the  Seofttors  imd  HapreBentatives  to 
wliioh  the  State  maj  be  entitled  in  Ooogress." 
The  power  is  here  ovidentl;  lodged  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  and  the  Legislatiire  possesaos 
the  right  of  directing  the  mode  by  vhich  it 
may  he  eieroiaed. 

Uowerer  wisely  this  power  of  direotii^  the 
manner  of  appointment  may  be  eopposed  to  be 
lodged,  it  iH  certainly  any  thing  bnt  uniformity. 
The  cose  wonid  be  rare,  indeed,  when  the  flac- 
tnating  coansela  of  fonr  and  twenty  digtinot 
and  independent  legislative  bodies  would  inva- 
riably conduct  them  all  to  one  common  resnlt  t 

Sir,  thU  want  of  uniformity  is,  by  no  means, 
the  moat  serioos  mischief  that  impends  the  ex- 
Ising  system.  Those  creative  acts  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  infuse  vitality  into  all  our 
Oovernmenta,  never  intended  to  leave  those 
agencies  of  their  creation  subject  to  control  or 
destruction,  from  any  other  quarter  than  the 
eovereign  will  creating  them.  The  conserva- 
tive principle,  in  the  mechanism  of  political  in- 
stitution, is  its  own  inherent  means  for  contia- 
aed  existence.  Sow,  this  constitution  has  not 
provided,  within  itseli^  by  its  own  action,  th« 
tuential  prvneipU  of  tty'-frttenatioji.  Can 
that  be  called  a  safb  system,  which  is  not  armed 
with  a  power,  indispensably  necessary  in  cre- 
ating and  protecting  its  essential  organs  f  A 
very  slight  attention  to  the  constitution  will 
show  to  us  its  entire  dependence  upon  the 
IjC^latares  of  an  inconsiderable  proportion  of 
the  States,  and  of  less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  for  the  appointment  of 
the  Executive. 

What  is  yonr  whole  number  of  members 
upon  this  floor!  Two  hundred  and  thirteen 
Bepresenlatives  are  in  this  House,  from  twen- 
ty-Kinr  States.  The  absence,  either  SntentionoJ 
or  accidentaL  of  the  delegations  from  nine 
States,  will  defeat  this  eventnal  appointment, 
and  nine  of  the  smaller  States  send  into  this 
House  bnt  twenty  Bepreseatatives.  It  is  thns 
seen  that,  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Representatives  of  leas  than  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  American  pieople  may  dissolve 
the  Union  of  the  States,  and  leave  it  a  wreck 
upon  the  strand.  Although  the  Qovemment  is 
divided  into  three  departments,  yet  each  is 
wrapped  np,  and  indissolnbly  connected  with 
others.  Tear  fkim  it  the  Executive  branch, 
(most  especially  this  branch,)  and  all  is  loet. 

The  Eevolutionary  War  presents  us  with  nn- 
nnmbered  instances  of  State  dereliction  from 
constitutional  obligation,  in  the  midst  of  the 
stmggle,  and  in  the  glow  of  patriotism.    The 

S resent  constitution  is  the  OTeatnre  of  State 
alinquency. 

Let  me  invite  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  opposes  sll  amendment,  to  go  with 
me  into  the  history  of  his  own  State.  Let  me 
beg  the  gentleman  fh>m  New  York,  (Ur. 
Stobbs,)  to  turn  to  the  annals  of  that  great 
Oommonwealth  wluch  he,  in  part,  reprints. 
Let  me  request  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 


sey to  recollect  the  difficulties  of  1800,  in  mak- 
ing np  their  electoral  vote — and  I  will  then  en- 
treat the  delegates  from  Vermont,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  to  adopt  the  counsels  of  concilia- 
tion and  prevention  which  their  several  Stat«9 
Sursued  in  those  distracting  times.  In  the  two 
rst  elections,  Pennsylvania  had  voted  by  Gen- 
eral Ticket,  but  her  law  then  expired  by  ita 
own  limitation.  Her  Legislatnre  convened 
while  all  the  springs  of  party  feeling  were  in 
full  excitement.  The  House  of  Representatirea 
demanded  one  mode  of  appointing  electors,  the 
Senate  another.  Every  effort  to  produce  har- 
mony of  opinion,  and  concert  of  movement, 
was  frustrated  by  the  force  of  party.  AniL 
although  no  law  existed,  with  no  provided 
means  of  fulfilLing  the  eommandi  of  the  Fede- 
ral OonstitntioD,  and  no  session'  of  the  Legisla- 
ture intervening,  before  the  election  of  a  Pre^- 
dent,  yet  both  Houses  adjonrned,  with  a  total 
neglect  of  this  important  duty,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent, with  a  secession  from  the  Union.  Thia 
struggle  in  the  Legislature  presented  one  con- 
tinual sc(;ne  of  strife,  criminntion,  and  recrimi- 
nation. The  voice  of  the  people  was  totallj 
disregarded  in  the  conflict,  although  public 
opinion  was  not  inactive :  for  it  had  disclosed 
itself  in  one  embodied  front,  and  spoke  a  Itui- 

Sage  that  was  both  heard  and  understood, 
relation  to  this  duty,  the  same  discord  pre- 
vailed between  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Council  of  New  Jersey  that  had  given 
BO  much  inquietude  to  Feimaylvania,  but  these 
distracting  views  yielded,  happily,  to  a  temper 
of  conciliation,  upon  a  special  and  extraordina- 
ry meeting  of  the  Legislature.    . 

The  States  of  Vermont  and  UoBsachusetta 
proposed  and  approved  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  and  a  similar  one  wes  offered,  in 
Congress,  by  A  Representative  from  New 
Hampshire.  These  propositions  reached  no 
farther  than  to  expunge  the  indiscriminate  vote 
for  two  persons,  and  to  designate  the  President 
and  Vice  President.  Virginia  saw  (he  evil  in 
bU  ita  deformity,  and  proposed  to  amend  the 
constitution  in  a  manner  that  would  reach  and 
eradicate  the  threatening  mischief.  Her  coun- 
sels were  enlightened  at  the  time  by  au  illurtri- 
ous  man,  who  had  much  agency  in  forming  and 
putting  into  motion  the  present  syatem  of  Fed- 
ora! Government,  and  who  has  since  worn  so 
well  the  highest  honors  of  the  Union — npon 
him  devolved  the  task  of  warding  off  these  be- 
settiuK  calamities — a  double  duty  pressed  itself 
npon  him.  When  the  plan  first  went  into  op- 
eration, under  the  influence  of  those  patriot 
and  genial  feelings,  which  are  a  happy  sntiati- 
tnte  for  Ciovernment  itself,  there  was  nothing 
of  that  bane  of  nniou  resulting  from  the  rival- 
ship  and  jealonsy  of  State  power  and  sectional 
influence.  Unfortunately,  these  passions  were 
engendered  In  the  Inst  of  domination,  and  sev- 
eniJ  of  the  States  bad  so  altered  their  mode  of 
exercising  the  choice  of  eleators,  as  to  mar 
the  better  designs  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
hold  the  greatest  wdght  in  the  elemon  hj 
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Bute  oonoeatration.  Yii^iuB  ooold  not  be- 
hind tbtB  ooDditioa  of  things  with  eilecice  nor 
iniiffereace.  Her  statesmen  had  not  onlj  to 
idend  aad  aecnre  ner  oppropriato  inflaenoe  in 
ttte  conUst  tA^n  pending,  bnt  to  propose  &  re- 
form in  the  pUn  itself^  which  wonla  spare  os 
lh«  letnm  of  these  oonvnlsive  contests.  The 
principlee  of  self-defence,  which  are  admitted 
Hid  enjoined  bj  everj  code  of  morsls  and  of 
kw,  jnki&ed  the  State  in  putting  on  the  annor 
of  coBoentratiou,  and  in  strikiog  with  all  the 
lam  of  one  collected  blow,  Bhe  was  indiffer- 
ent omUmt  to  her  powers  nor  her  dnties.  The 
GoMnl  Ticket  sjstem  was  in  itself  enough  to 
cwd  the  State  against  all  th*  dangers  of  com- 
HntiiMi  in  others ;  yet  the  violent  distractions 
aT  tb«  States,  and,  above  all,  the  imminent 
httvd  of  the  constitution  itself,  called  Yir- 
pnia  to  loftier  purposes  and  to  snblimer  duties. 
OonvnlnMi  and  tomnlt  had  agitated  several 
part*  of  the  Union :  hers  was  the  gratefhl  task 
to  poor  oil  upon  the  waves ;  to  present  the 
bcHon  that  might  enlighten  and  direct  her  si»- 
tff  Stales ;  and  to  anp]^/  a  safe  defence  for  the 
vhideMine  principles  of  the  constitatioo,  both 
fivm  open  violeDce  and  insidious  attack.  Her 
General  Assembly  was  then  rent  into  [larties, 
bated  and  «iaaperat«d  by  coUision,  hut,  in  this 
^tat  ukl  solemn  duty,  psr^  paosed,  and  fac- 
tion  was  nlent.  Reverence  for  the  constitn- 
tioD,  love  for  the  Union,  and  for  that  equality 
vliich  is  the  nurse  of  concord,  prevulea  over 
&  ignoble  passions  of  the  hour,  and  prodnccd, 
B  one  common  effort  by  both  parties,  that 
nwndmrnit  which  is  embraced  in  one  of  the 
RM)Iiitions  now  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Booth  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDumx.)  The 
cfiiniMks  of  such  men,  and  under  such  clrcum- 
nuKci,  onght  not  to  be  lightly  regarded.  The 
Gnerd  Ticket  mode  of  appointment  was  sus- 
tsined  by  Hr.  Uadison.  upon  the  single  basis  of 
rctribative  justice.  He  was  the  parent  of  the 
W*  in  Vliiinia,  and  took  especial  care  that 
l>i>  views  should  not  be  left  open  to  future 
avil,  by  inserting  them  in  the  preamble  to  the 
Jp  which  he  introduced.  As  it  is  before  mc^ 
Hr.  Chairman,  I  crave  your  indulgence  while  I 
itadit. 

"  VhcKu,  until  BOtne  onifona  mode  of  choosing 
i  Picadent  and  Vice  Freridcnt  of  the  United 
Butf*  ikill  be  prescribed  by  on  uneadment  to  tbe 
"■■ilstisD,  it  may  happen,  under  a  b«  of  this 
<«iMm*eilth,  for  appointing  electors  for  that 
prpne,  that  a  choice  may  take  place  contrary  to 
llw  *iD  of  >  maiority  of  the  Taited  Btates,  and 
•ka  caninrj  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
sf  Hua  Btale,  which  would  be  iaconsistcat  with 
at  tnw  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Conatilution  of 
lac  United  Stales ;  and,  althoDgh  this  Cemmon- 
*nlUi  it  willing  to  accede  (o  any  reaaonsblo  and 
proper  amendment  of  the  said  conntitution,  to 
'*>Kdy  the  nld  evil,  yet,  forasmuch  as  it  ought,  in 
tm  nein  time,  to  be  counteracted,  by  every  con- 
j^tioDal  i^nlatioQ  within  the  power  of  the  Lcgis- 
■tare,  nniil  it  shall  be  so  removed :  be  it  enacted," 
kt. 
Tills  preamble  was   not  a  delurive  feint, 


which  looked  to  nothing  beyond  the  eipressioa 
of  abstract  opinions,  and  the  attdnment  of 
temporary  purposes.  I  repeat,  that  un  amend- 
ment to  Ute  oonatitution,  having  for  its  object 
a  permanent  mode  of  choosing  by  districts, 
was  offered,  and  adopted  with  a  unanimity  which 
distinguished  no  otner  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly at  that  sesBion,  A  few  days  after  this 
morement  in  Virginia,  one  of  the  delegat«s 
from  that  State,  (John  Nioholas,^  chosen  by  tbe 
people  that  I  represent  upon  tins  floor,  offered 
the  same  smenoment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Er- 
zrett)  assures  us  that  no  ftulure  has  occurred 
in  the  operations  of  the  existing  system ;  and 
that  the  objections  now  urged  grow  out  of  the 
election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate — an 
officer  who  has  received  the  "  highest  marks  of 
confidpnoe  from  every  Admiaistrstlon ;"  and 
this  result  showed,  as  he  said,  "pwftcf  racMM, 
ujieiampUd  tveetu,  gloricut  tuecen." 

I  have  not  heard  urged,  in  this  debate,  any 

Krsonal  olfjections  to  the  President  of  the 
lited  States.  The  opposition  was  exclusively 
to  the  mode  of  his  election ;  to  the  belief  that 
the  primary  and  secondary  intention  of  the 
consdtntion  had  been  defeated ;  and  that  the 
election  was  made  in  violation  of  the  will  of  a 


possessed  tbe  confidence  of  every  Administra- 
tion, when  I  see  that  he  is  not  clothed  with 
that  confidence  which  the  oonstitution  demands 
for  his  investment. 

The  tendency  of  the  proposition  now  in  de- 
bate to  trench  upon  the  power  of  the  States  in 
their  corporate  capacitiea,  has  been  ui^ed  with 
fervor  and  ability,  by  my  colleagues,  Hifessrs, 
Abohkr  and  BrrvBUBOs,)  and  also  by  the  gen- 
tiemen  from  New  York  and  Msssachosetts, 
(Mr.  Stoebs  and  Mr.  Etbbktt.) 

Sir,  uniformity  of  any  kind,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Qovemment,  mvit,  m  itiel/,  en- 
croach upon  the  power  of  action  in  the  States; 
and  yet  it  has  been  repeatedly  admitted,  in  the 
prc^^ss  of  this  discussion,  that  uniformity  of 
movement,  in  the  local  authorities,  is  greatly 
to  be  wished  In  this  respect.  Is  not  this  dread 
of  encroachment  ratlier  a  flgmont  of  tlie  fancy, 
than  the  sober  reality  of  enlightened  judg- 
ment! Is  it  not  on  apprehension  existing  Id 
speculations  upon  the  theory  of  our  system, 
rather  than  a  deliberate  conviction  of  mis- 
chievous results  in  its  practical  operations! 
Power  is  valuable  in  its  powession  only  as  tt 
enables  us  to  advance  the  public  weal,  to  pro- 
mote national  prosperity,  and  to  secure  the 
blessings  of  free  Institutions  to  the  present  and 
futore  generations  of  men.  Appropriated  to 
molverse  purposes,  and  to  other  ends  than 
these,  delegated  power  becomes  alarming  to 
society,  and  subversive  of  every  legitimate  ob- 
ject in  the  sociSl  compact.  If  rightfully  em- 
ployed, this  power  of  directing  the  mode  of 
appointing  electors  is  hut  an  .instrumental 
agency  in  the  State  Legislatures. 
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The  first  refleoCion  which  oocnni  npoQ  the 
eUim  of  power  for  the  8tat«  Legislatnreg,  is, 
thftt  the;,  of  themseives,  do,  in  effect,  give  the 
Tot«  for  PreEident,  instead  of  directiug  a  mode 
bj  whioh  the  people  of  the  Stat«  ma;  obooM 
the  electors;  and  this  reeolt  anb verts  the  whole 
theorj  of  die  otnutitation,  and  iDVBidea  ita  best 
priooiplei. 

First,  the  Preeident  (or  rather  the  candidate 
for  tbat  station)  is  mode  to  appoint  the  elector 
— not  the  elector  to  appoint  the  President. 
The  elector,  b;  previous  arraogemeDt,  is  clothed 
with  the  power  of  voting,  for  no  other  reason 
than  his  devotion  to  a  particalar  candidate. 
The  forms  of  the  oonstitntion  are  preseri'ed,  in 
giving  the  elector  an  empt;  shadow  of  power, 
while  its  efficient  anbstance  has  been  already 
exercised  (not  b;  the  elector,  nor  bj  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  bnt)  bj  its  Legialatnre. 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable,  in  the  prc^p'es- 
rive  formatdon  ctf  this  constitation,  than  tlie 
extreme  cantion  employed  in  exclnding  the 
Btate  Legialatorea  from  any  positive  elective 
agsaaj  in  nuldng  the  (M«  Execotivo  Usgis- 

Jn  our  political  ej^tem,  the  restraints  on 
power,  and  the  secnrit;  of  pahlio  liberty,  re- 
■nlt  from  the  happy  combination  of  State,  fed- 
erate, and  popo^  action.  The  fraite  of  this 
combination  conatitnte  the  unshared  posseasion 
of  this  land,  and  snpply  to  us  that  meliorating 
principle,  whioh  expands  itself  la  tlie  widest 
exiKenoies  of  national  progress. 

Anj  invasion  upon  the  reserved  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  considered  as  political  societies, 
mnst  always  be  received  wiUi  distmst.  Bnt, 
Te  shoald  not  permit  this  Jealous  sentiment  to 
oondnct  ns  iato  error, 

A  slight  attention  to  bistorioal  facts,  will  dis- 
close to  us  the  material  action  of  the  States  in 
the  Federal  plan.  The  recommendation  of 
Congress,  in  1787,  was,  "for  a  firm  national 
Government,  and  that  the  Conventi<Hi  shall 
rendw  the  constitution  adequate  to  the  eiigen- 
eies  of  tbe  Oovemment,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  Union." 

The  States  were  not  prepared  to  follow  the 
oonnsels  of  Congress ;  and,  in  acceding  to  the 
call  (tf  a  Oonvention,  they  recommended  a  Fed- 
erd,  not  a  National  Oovemment.  Several 
States  driayed,  for  a  time,  to  appoint  any  dele- 
gates, and  Rhode  Island  declined,  altogether,  a 
representation  in  the  Convention.  Delaware 
coupled  her  acoeptance  of  the  invitation  with 
an  eiprese  condition  that  the  system  should  »e- 
onre  to  each  Stat«  an  equal  vote  in  Congress. 

The  first  movements  of  the  Convention  were 
evidently  in  aecordanoe  with  the  reoommenda- 
tion  of  Congress  for  a  national  plan.     The 

f repositions  of  Governor  Randolph  and  Ur. 
Inckney,  both  point  to  that  result;  and  the 
votes  of  the  Convention,  in  its  early  sesdons, 
Indioote.  most  distinotly,  its  preference  for  the 
Nations],  over  the  Federal  system.  The  grad- 
tul  operation  of  publio  sentiment  upon  its  de- 
libermons,  is  visible  in  the  progressive  devel- 


opment  of  the  federative  festure,  and  the  po- 
sition which  it  is  finally  made  to  assume  in  th« 
plan  itself.  Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  repeat,  that 
we  must  look  into  the  Senate  for  the  lodgment 
of  State  influence  in  the  action  of  this  GoyerU' 

The  distritnition  of  electoral  power  present- 
ed a  oomplicated  question :  Two  principles  had 
already  been  fixed  as  the  bads  of  our  Govem- 
meut.  The  first  resulting  from  the  ageacj  of 
the  people ;  the  second  from  the  a^ncy  of  th» 
States.  The  first  securing  the  rights  of  tbe 
people ;  the  second  the  sovereignty  vg  tb« 
States ;  both  were  conndered  essential  to  ftae- 
dom.  Certain  politioal  fimetiona  were  required 
to  be  performed  by  both  of  these  uenuee^  and 
each  possessed  a  check  upon  the  other. 

The  election  of  ISOl  disclosed  the  dangen 
tbat  hong  over  those  providona  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  amendment  which  followed,  eo- 
oroached  upon  the  federative  principle,  and 
fixed  the  popolar  will  as  tbe  basis  of  the  elec- 
tion. Designating  in  the  ballots  the  candidates 
for  the  office  of  I^ident  and  Vice  President, 
limited  the  contingent  choice  of  the  States.  The 
candidate  for  Vice  President  was  no  longer 
within  the  range  of  State  selection.  It  tram- 
mels the  federate  power,  and  binds  it  to  the 
popular  will ;  it  prohibits  the  States  Scoia  pnt- 
Eiug  into  the  Chief  Executive  office  an  individ* 
ual  intended  by  the  people  for  another  statitMi. 
Nor  does  it  stop  here — the  right  of  choice  la 
narrowed  into  a  smaller  compass,  by  requiring 
it  to  be  made  from  the  three  highest  on  the 
people's  list,  in  sabstitation  of  tbe  nnmber 

This  change  in  the  constitution  is  a  conclu- 
sive reply  to  moch  of  the  argument  we  have 
heard.  It  fixes  public  opinion  as  the  element 
of  our  policy,  and  as  the  basis  of  our  political 
stmcture. 

Whenever  an  Executive  comes  into  office  by 
an  appointment  from  this  House,  dsngerona 
consequences  inevitably  result.  Congress  is 
converted  into  an  arena  for  electioneering 
strife;  its  sublimer  duties  are  obscured  in  the 
couSict.  The  President,  so  chosen,  will  em- 
ploy all  the  arts  of  management  and  conetli*- 
tion  to  win  the  favor  of  his  enemies,  in  the 
hope  that,  by  these  means,  he  may  secure  « 
m^ority  for  the  next  election. 

Upon  the  other  band,  those  opposing  divi- 
sions.  which  constitute  a  m^ority  when  consoli- 
dated, will  not  be  idle  spectators  of  passing 
events.  However  segregated  they  may  ouoe 
have  been,  the  triumph  of  a  minority  will  fur- 
nish a  sufficient  principle  of  cohesion,  to  unite 
them  in  future  action,  and  to  secure  a  eucoeae- 
ful  result.  Amid  these  conflicts,  public  inter- 
est is  a  victim  and  a  sacrifice.  Here  is  a  seri' 
ous  consideration  for  all.  The  hour  is  upon  the 
wing,  when  greater  difficaltiea  may  obstruct 
this  salutary  change.  Political  evils  grow  in- 
veterate, and  become  incurable.  To  deliver  a 
diseased  end  debilitated  Government  from  the 
complicated  miseries  under  which  it  w»j;  In 
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hief  is  now  bat  a  seed- 
Ing,  s  germ  in  the  constitntioii.  Onuh  it,  ud 
iti*iioinOT«i  warm  it  into  life,  utd  some  nox- 
ioiia  DpM  will  grow  up  from  it,  whoM  braaoh- 
«■  wiU  ovenhftdow  the  BepnbHoj  and  itifie 
pcfvUr  UbertT-. 

TamsDAT,  March  SO. 

Amatdneitt  qf  At  Oontlittau*. 

On  motjon  otVr,  UdDurwa,  the  Home  then 

vent  into  Coniniittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 

of  the  Union,  Ifr.  Dwiset  in  the  dtuir,  on  the 

mmMdamradmentato  the  otnutinitiou,  oflbred 

And  the  omeiulinent,  offered  ij  lb.  Oook, 
to  be  wlded  to  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  HoDtrr- 
m'a  ameodment,  being  also  nnder  oonudei- 

Mr.  Babtlrt  said:  I  am  t^i^oeed  to  the 
reMdntions  now  nnder  oon^eration;  to  the 
•meodment ;  Qie  amendment  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  the  twent;-OQe  other  reeolntlona 
far  altering  the  ooosUtntion,  which  have  been 
trieired  to  this  committee. 

When  the  Bnbject  of  a  change  of  an;^  of  the 
proTiraona  of  the  conrtitntion  was  first  intro- 
daoed,  I  regretted  that  there  fdionld  exist,  or 
Aoold  be  Boppoeed  to  exist,  a  neoessity  for  its 
diKn^oo.  I  beliered  of  tne  constitatioD,  as 
of  all  other  results  of  hamon  effort,  that  it  was 
intperfeet.  J  had  fears  that  imperfections 
would  be  exhibited,  for  which  no  rraoticable 
lonedj  oonld  be  fonnd ;  and  that  tltDS  oar  la- 
bcn,  instead  of  improving  our  condition,  would 
twre  mir  to  weaken  onr  political  inBtitntious, 
)ij  HWnTnir^ing  onr'reapect  for  them.  Bat,  so 
to  from  Bnoh  an  effect  opon  mj  mind,  after  an 
mretnitted  nttentimi  to  the  elaborate  and  pro- 
tracted distnueion,  I  look  to  the  ooNBTmrnox 
AtjT  m,  with  better  hopes,  with  increased  oon- 
fidenc«  and  veneration.  Should  aoch  be  the 
fnfinoice  of  this  inTeatigatioo  npon  the  com- 
mmutj- — impatient  aa  the  nation  maj  be  of  the 
debate — I  ^all  oever  deem  it  to  have  been  the 
WMted  time  of  the  House.  Whatever  disposi- 
tUD  this  tribonal  may  make  of  the  different 
nnpostioiu  before  it,  the  principles  advanced 
m  the  discnMion  deserve  conaideration ;  and, 
oi  toQching  the  foandations  of  our  Govem- 
ment,  are  m  deep  and  lasting  interest^  in  their 
character,  their  application,  and  their  conse- 


The  remlations  before  oa,  when  originallj 
btradnced,  propoeed,  ^nt,  the  plan  of  the 
Oeocnd  J>i^ot  sjstem,  and,  tetumdlg,  the 
■eheme  of  taking  from  the  Eoose  the  power  of 
deetion  by  State*.  Bnt,  hj  an  adroit  military 
maotPDvre,  the  whole  order  of  attack  npon  the 
emiatitution  is  reversed,  and  the  resolutioos 
now  (xt^mpe, /n^  to  take  from  the  States  their 
eontjngent  ri^t  of  election,  by  the  Honse, 
•ad,  teeimdltf,  the  right  of  regnlating  the  elec- 
tioD  by  dictncti,  or  General  Ticket  system. 


The  scattered  forces  that  may  be  gathwad 
roand  the  rights  of  the  small  States,  are  sop. 
posed  to  be  easily  vanquished. 

The  sncoeesM  operation  of  onr  Government, 
tiios  far,  Bhonld  not  lead  us,  in  our  exultatioti, 
to  believe  it  so  settled  and  permanent,  that  we 
may  ventnre  safely  to  test  it  with  all  sorts  of 
nnMed  schemes.  In  the  triumph  of  Its  autiol- 
pated  perpetnity,  a  gentleman  near  me  exnlted, 
even  in  the  laaffaage  of  Napoleon,  in  his  pride. 
Let  us  take  with  that,  too,  ite  instraotions.  It 
was,  when  receiving  adoration  from  the  Mame- 
lokea,  on  the  plains  of  Egypt,  that  the  ooo- 
qaeror  exclaimed,  "  Forty  ceataries  shall  look 


of  those  periods  foond  him  chained  in  mid- 
ocean  to  a  desolate  rock. 

We  are  reminded  that  oar  bthen  here  kin-' 
died  the  beacon  fire  of  liberty,  while  our  foea 
still  predict  that  it  is  bnt  the  transient  flash  of 
a  meteor,  soon  to  leave  the  world  in  deeper 
gloom.  We  glory  to  see  its  blaze,  in  onr  own 
time,  gleaming  along  the  monnt^s  of  oar 
southern  hemisphere,  and  even  penetrating  the 
darkness  of  European  despotism.  May  it  oon- 
tinae  to  bum  with  a  pnrer  and  a  brighter 
Same,  tin,  when  the  tide  of  war  and  desolation 
abate,  its  light,  reflected  from  the  whole  arch 
of  heaven,  shall  remun,  the  bow  of  peace  and 
of  liberty  to  the  emancipated  nations  oi  the 
earth. 

Hr.  McDimTi  then  obsenned,  that  be  bad 
expected  and  intended,  according  to  the  nnder- 
Btanding  yesterday,  to  have  addressed  the  com< 
mlttee  to-day  in  reply  to  the  several  gentlemen  - 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  tbe  reeoln- 
tions — bnt,  as  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  had  greatiy  exceeded  the 
time  he  had  anticipated,  he  most  defer  his  re- 
ply till  to-morrow. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs, 
BABTLvrr,  MoDumx,  and  Wkbsibb,  the  reenit 
of  which  was,  that  an  efibrt  should  be  made  to 
close  this  discussion  to-morrow. 

Hr.  Cook  then  addressed  tbe  committee  in 
favor  of  taking  the  Preeidentiat  election  from 
the  House  of  Sepresentativee,  and  of  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  resolution,  (which  he  offered  yeeter- 
dt^,  and  was  afterwards  withdrawn.) 

Mr.  Oook  conclnded  his  remarks  about  three 
o'clock,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoDumx, 
the  committee  rose. 

Fmiu.T,  March  81. 

Amendment  of  tA«  GotuHtutitm. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommtttee 

of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 

MoLaitx,  of  Delaware,  in  the  chair,  on  the 

resolntiont  for  the  amendment  of  the  constita- 

tion. 

Mr.  HoDunra  addressed  the  committee  in 
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Hr.  Ohainnaa :  I  feel  moat  deeply  Bensible  of 
the  diffionlties  hj  whioh  T  am  Barronnded,  and 
of  the  paloful  and  emburaawig  respomibilitj 
of  the  poudon  I  occnpr,  in  rel&tion  to  this  ini' 
portant  proportion.  If  it  had  not  been  all 
along  qiparent,  ftom  the  very  nature  of  things, 
it  is  now  placed  bejrond  donbt  by  the  ooune 
and  character  of  the  aiwmients  ni^ed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  proposed  amendment,  that  ke 
who  attempta,  under  enj  circnmstancaa,  to 
«9«ot  a  fandamental  obange  of  esiating  inati- 
tations,  partionlaai^  if  the  oqject  of  that  change 
ia  to  divest  those  of  power  who  have  been  in 
the  habit  either  of  using  or  abnsmg  it — under- 
takes, if  not  a  raah  and  hazardous,  certainly  an 
Heronlean  task.  He  most  not  only  encounter 
the  intrindo  diffionlties  inseparably  connected 
with  the  merits  of  every  snch  proposition,  by 
vanqnishing  ol^ectioDS  which  natorolly  present 
themselves  even  to  the  most  dispassionate  mt- 
deratandings ;  but  he  mnat  euoonnter  and  vaa- 
quieb  those  very  passions  and  pr^ndioes  by 
irhioh  the  Jndgmenta  of  men  are  moat  liable  to 
be  distartved  and  perverted,  In  the  conduct  of 
political  afiaira. 

In  reference  to  the  general  oondoct  and  char- 
aoter  of  the  argmnent  in  oppodUon  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  I  must  m  permitted  to  sa^, 
that  not  a  single  gentleman  wno  has  spoken  m 
opposition  to  both  resolutions,  has  met  my 
arguments  fairly,  or  pretended  to  answer  them 
u  they  were  rMlly  presented. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Qlr.  SroBBa,}  opened  his  addresa  by  warning 
tis  not  to  tread,  with  unhallowed  feet  on  the 
hoiy  ground  of  the  constitution;  and  every 

Sintleman  who  has  followed  in  his  wake,  iaa 
vored  the  committee  with  a  grave  and  por- 
tentous homily  on  the  aaoredneea  of  the  oonsti- 
tution,  the  iriidom  of  our  anoestora,  and  the 
duiger  of  innovation.  Theee,  sir,  are  the 
hackneyed  and  threadbare  argamenta.  I  was 
not,  therefore,  anrpriaed,  to  hear  them  repeat- 
ed, with  all  the  caanges  which  could  be  rung 
wpoa  them,  on  the  present  occasion.  But  I 
confess,  ur,  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  hear  the 
extraordinary  doctrine  advanced  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Ur.  Et- 
■ZKTi,)  on  this  subject :  a  doctrine  which, 
though  I  have  paid  some  little  attention  to  the 
history  and  philosophy  of  Government,  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  hear,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  advanced  on  the  floor  of  the  Amerioan 
Oongreee.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in 
an  a^  distinguished  for  its  improvements  in 
political  sdenoe,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of 
tiie  freest  Qoverament  on  earth,  a  doctrine 
which  even  the  Filman  of  the  Old  World  did 
Dot  dare  to  advance,  aa  an  offering  at  the  shrine 
of  dospotio  power,  when  the  "mvine  right  of 
kings  was  assnmed  as  the  only  legitimate  basis 
of  Government.  What  is  It,  inrt  That  it  is 
imoMistltattaaal  to  amend  the  coQstitntion;  or, 
M  the  gentieoMB  in  another  place  expressed  it, 
In  a  more  philosophical  and  imposing  form,  it 
)■  inoompetent  &r  poUtioal  ftuumonuiea  to  as- 


sume that  the  constitnlion,  from  which  thmr 
derive  their  existence,  is  imperfect  As  this 
strange  and  atartiing  proposition  is  in  direct 
contradiction  both  to  the  letter  and  eaianma 
sense  of  Che  oonsUtution,  I  shsll  certainly  not 
gravely  set  about  refuting  it  by  arfftuntnt.  It 
at  least  the  advantage  of  being  beyond  the 


gust,  1834,  are  these  authoritative  declarations : 
"FaeU  and  inferenea :  1st.  That  if  Hr.  Craw- 
ford should  be  elected,  we  cannot  expect  frxau 
htm,  or  from  his  friends,  any  movement  in 
favor  of  an  amendment  of  uie  constitution, 
securing  to  the  people  the  right  and  power  of 
electing  the  President  of  the  United  Stateo. 
2d]y.  If  Ur.  Adams  should  be  elected,  we 
think  we  may  safely  affirm  our  belief  that  he 
will  conscientiously  and  firmly  do  all  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  him  to  do,  to  secure  the 
election  of  the  President  in  the  hands  of  the 
people."  Sdly.  "  If  Mr.  Olay  should  be  elect- 
ed, ne  and  his  friends  will  be  bound,  by  a  re- 
gard for  oon^stenoy,  if  by  no  poUtieal  oonsid> 
orations,  to  pursue  the  same  course.  If  there 
were  no  other  objection  to  the  election  of  Mr, 
Orawford,  that  which  has  been  stated  would 
be  sufficient.  We  uncerely  believe  that  aa 
election  by  the  people,  in  the  worst  possible 
mode  that  could  be  devised  by  those  whose 
object  was  to  devise  the  beet,  wonld  be  infinite- 
ly preferable  to  the  best  possible  mode  of  elect- 
ing a  President,  In  whitdi  Ckmgreas  or  the  State 
LwislatareB  have  any  concern." 

Beferring  to  an  article  in  which  the  edit(»i 
of  the  InMiigeneer  had  expressed  an  earnest 
hope  that  a  uniform  ^st«m  of  voting  by  dis- 
tricts would  be  established  before  another 
Presidential  term  should  elapse,  the  Jonmsl  at 
SSth  August  oontcdna  the  following  oommeii- 
tary: 

"  We  presented  U  to  onr  readen,  with  a  atiang 
expression  of  oar  entire  concurrence  In  its  sentl- 
mscta."  "If  the  editors  of  the  JAkuhI  /ncaltt- 
gtteer  an  ^Dcere,  as  ve  believe  they  are,  in  the 
eipresdon  of  their  earnest  hope,  they  are  bound 
by  conscience,  by  honor,  by  patrioCum,  to  give 
their  support  to  some  other  candidate,  &t)n  wbom 
and  whose  fiieada  may  l>e  oonfidenUy  antidpated 
every  atTort  to  accomplish,  and,  iadecd,  the  aetoal 
accomplishment  of  a  hope,  tAs  finlart  tf  wUck  nil 
bt  At  nui  if  ttut  tuition,  and  jbn^f  of  lia  eaam  if 
frte  gatenuKM  linwjrioid  tht  tooTtd." 

Deeply  as  I  have  felt,  tar,  on  this  anljec^  I 
have  used  no  Isnguage  stronger  than  this. 

Snch,  air,  were  the  avowed  principles  of  Vr. 
Adams,  while  a  candidate;  principles  directly 
hostile  to  his  subsequent  practices.  By  advert- 
ing to  the  letter  of  acceptance  whidi  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee  of  this  House,  whi^ 
announced  to  him  the  fact  of  his  election,  it 
will  be  seen  that,  at  that  period,  he  still  felt  the 
obligation  of  the  pledge  which  hod  been  given 
to  the  nation,  and  was  still  disposed  to  da 
homage  to  the  prinoiplea  vhioh  1m  been  vio- 
lated in  hisel    " 
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I  thtSl  BOW  prooeed  to  show  that,  bj  eome 
■traiig«  btalitj,  not  only  the  President  Llmself, 
bnt  his  prominent  and  leading  supportere,  edi- 
torial and  coDgreeeional,  have  undergone  a 
moat  extraonlinar?  change  of  opinion  on  thia 
TCty  sntij«ot.  The  Journal,  whioa  had  recently 
denounced  a»  "  aristocratB  and  nsnrpers  "  those 
B«pre»ntatives  who  did  not  "respond  to  the 
TfAee  of  the  people,  and  pre  it  ita  fall  effect," 
•oddealf  changed  ita  principles  on  the  forma- 
tion of  the  coalition  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Clay,  and  eDl<^tzed  the  latter  gentleman 
tar  hia  "  ind^mdmet "  in  disregarding  the  re- 
quest of  the  Kentoeky  Legislature,  and  the 
known  and  nndiapnted  will  of  the  people  of 
tbat  State.  Bnt  the  change  which  has  taken 
plaoe  in  the  editorial  organ  of  the  Administra- 
tion, is  not  more  striking  than  that  which  is 
exhibited  in  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York, 
(Mr.  Storbs,)  who  is  pnt  forward  on  this  ocoa- 
■ion,  in  the  &ont  rank,  as  their  champion  on 
this  floor.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  inteodaced 
tbese  very  reeolntions,  they  were  referred  to  a 
select  CMnmittee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  Torfc  was  a  member ;  and  I  then  found 
lum  mry  meet  strennons  and  ardent  coadjntor. 

In  proceeding  to  answer  the  argnmenU  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Massachosetts,  ^fr.  Eves- 
fit,)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Btobbs,)  against  the  District  system,  I  shall 
have  tbe  taa  weight  of  both  their  former  opin- 
ions to  aid  me  in  the  nndertaklDg ;  for  the  gen- 
deman  ftom  Kew  York  also,  as  was  shown  by 
tbe  gentlcffnan  from  Tirginia,  (Mr.  Barbottb,) 
muntained,  two  years  ago,  Ibat  the  plan  of  the 
new  Oovemment  waa  intended  to  snbvert  the 
whole  aysteni,  and  convert  the  Confederacy 
into  a  national  Oovemment;  thongh  he  can 
BOW  we  no  danger  bnt  in  the  choice  of  a  "  na- 
tional "  Preaident  by  "  the  people  of  America," 
and  no  aaflsty  bat  in  the  federative  action  of 
tbe  States  in  that  election.  As  a  gentleman 
troia  Yirginia  (Mr.  AaoHtB}  has  aaanroed  that 
poMic  opinion  is  opposed  to  this  (as  he  is 
pleased  to  term  It)  theoretical  branch  of  the 
proposed  amendment^  It  may  not  be  amiss  to 
set  nim  right  on  this  snhject,  by  recnrring  to  a 
few  beta  connected  with  its  history. 

When  this  proportion,  some  eight  or  ten 
JAVB  ago,  waa  recommended  to  the  several 
States  by  the  Legislatnre  of  North  Oarolina,  it 
waa  adcn)ted  by  the  Legislatures  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  and  by  those  of  two  of  the 
largest,  ITew  York  and  Virginia,  almost  nnani* 
nKmaly.  This  aystem  was  particntarly  a  favor- 
ite in  Kew  England,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  re- 
colleetion  and  abhorrence  of  the  Gerrymander- 
ing afliiir  in  Massachasetta ;  and  thon^  I  be- 
Beve  it  was  adopted  by  every  Kew  England 
State,  yet  I  now  nnderstand — and  it  Is  one  of 
ttie  most  portentous  signs  of  the  times — that 
tiiere  will  not  be  as  many  as  half  a  doien  votes 
from  that  trnarter  of  the  Union  in  favor  of 
ehfaer  brancn  of  the  amendment.  The  Senate 
<4  the  Cnit«d  States  Imve  repeatedly  adopited, 
by  the  conatitntional  m^ority  of  Wo-thirda, 


resolntioDS  in  favor  of  the  Distrtot  syatAm,  and 
in  1B80  this  Honse  sanctioned  it,  by  a  vote  of 
B4  to  64,  wanting  bnt  fonr  or  five  votes  of  a 
oonslitiitional  m^ority.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
idea  that  strikes  tbe  soond  common  sense  of 
the  people  more  forcibly,  than  that  of  having 
some  nniform  system  of  pviog  the  votes  of  tbe 
respective  States  on  this  great  question ;  and 
the  actual  experience  of  every  State  that  has 
made  the  experiment  of  the  General  Ticket 
system,  has  demonstrated  that,  as  a  means  of 
ascertaining  tbe  voice  of  the  people,  it  is  a  de- 
lusive and  insalUDg  mockery.  And  yet,  Qie 
gentleman  firom  Vir^nia  (Mr,  Abchks)  ia 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  a  "theoretical  ge- 
nins,"  sacrificing  every  thing  to  mere  sym- 
metry, for  main^ininK  the  expediency  of  this 
plain,  old-fashioned  District  svstem  ;  when  all 
the  argnmenta  which  either  he  or  any  other 
gentleman  has  urged  against  it,  seem  to  me  to 
have  been  inspired  by  t£e  very  genius  of  meti^ 
'  Tsical  abstraction. 

[n  answer  to  the  objection  which  I  ntfg^ 
asainst  the  General  Ticket  system,  that  it  tend- 
ed, by  an  inevitable  necessity,  to  throw  the 
whole  elective  power  of  a  State  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  political  managers,  acting  by  canons 
nomination,  the  gentlemen  from  Kew  York  sod 
Massachnsettfl  have  both  replied,  that,  by  the 
District  system,  yon  would  increase  the  evil,  by 
multiplying  the  nnmber  of  cancnses.  I  was 
not  surprised  to  hear  this  argument  from  the 
gentleman  from  MaBsachusetts :  for,  he  in- 
formed  ns  that  he  had  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  snl^ect ;  bnt  I  confess  I  heard  it  with 
astonishment,  coming  from  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  who  has  witnessed  the  operation, 
and  thoronghly  nnderstands  the  principle  of 
the  caocns  system.  The  existence  of  a  cancoa 
arises  entirely  out  of  the  neceenty  of  prevent- 
ing distraction,  and  prodocing  oonceri^  in  the 
votes  of  a  large  mass  of  people,  who  have  a 
oommon  object  to  accomplish.  A  State,  for 
example,  that  has  thirty-sis  electors  to  choose 
hy  a  general  vote  of  the  people,  must  either 
submit  to  have  tbe  electors  nominated  by  some 
central  agency,  or  run  the  hazard  of  having  the 
popular  will  entirely  defeated  by  a  want  of 
concert  as  to  the  electoral  tiokeL  Almost 
every  district  wonid  have  Its  separate  list  of 
electors,  and,  though  agreeing  as  to  the  person 
they  might  desire  to  make  President,  they 
wonld  unavoidably  disagree  as  to  tbe  means  of 
effecting  the  object,  Bnt,  sir,  divide  the  State 
into  thirt;y-8ii  districts,  each  entitled  to  one 
vote,  and  acting  upon  its  own  separate  and  in- 
dependent basis,  and  there  will  exist  no  neces- 
sity for  the  preliminary  concert  of  a  caucns 
nomination.  Thepeopleof  a  district  can  move 
in  concert,  without  any  such  machinery. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  oom> 
mittee  to  a  very  brief  examination  of  the  ob- 
jections nrged  by  several  gentlemen  to  the  Dis- 
trict system,  fonnded  npon  its  supposed  tend- 
ency to  interfere  with  the  essential  rights  of 
the  States,  to  impair  the  fbderative  character 
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ot  our  QoTenunent,  and  to  lead  to  its  consoli- 
dation. And  here,  rir,  I  cannot  bat  remark, 
that  seDtlemen  most  be  favored  with  some  spe- 
cial iuutnination  on  the  anbjeot  of  State  rights, 
to  dbcoTOT  that  thef  are  engendered  bj  a  ajs- 
tam,  proposed,  as  was  shown  b7  a  gentleman 
from  Virainia,  (Hr.  Babbous,)  as  earlj  as  179S, 
by  Mr.  Madison ;  who,  of  all  the  statesmen  of 
this  country,  would  be  most  aonta  to  detect, 
and  mo«t  prompt  to  resist,  any  enoroaohment 
upon  the  rights  of  the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  lua  been 
pleased  to  call  the  District  ^stem  a  cracible, 
bj  which  the  States  of  this  Union  were  to  be 
amalgamated  into  one  common  mass,  by  fnsion ; 
and  Has,  thronghoat  his  speeoli,  aasnmed  that  I 
have  proposed  and  nuuntsined  what  I  expreesly 
disclaimed,  and  what  is  nowhere  to  be  found, 
but  In  his  own  Imagination,  and  in  the  resoln- 
tion  of  his  oollesffne,  (Mr.  6ijikrt.)  My 
proposition  disUnctlj  secures  to  each  State,  in 
the  primary  election,  the  precise  nnmber  of 
votes  to  wMoh  ahe  is  now  entitled.  The  peo- 
ple d  each  State  will  give  the  electoral  Totes 
of  that  State,  in  district  laid  off  bj  the  L^^ 
latnre ;  and  bow  the  people  are  to  be  melted 
In^to  one  mass,  by  being  separated  into  two 
hondred  and  ^r-one,  adrpaMOi^  I  oon&as,  my 
poor  comprehenffloo. 

The  constitution  has  provided,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  each  State  shall  give  a  certtun  nnmber 
of  electoral  votes  for  President  and  that,  if 
any  one  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  tbose 
votes,  he  shall  be  the  President.  We  then 
have  the  authority  of  the  constitntJon  itaelf  for 
saying,  that  this  is  the  best  mode  of  electing 
that  important  officer ;  in  other  words,  to  nse 
the  langnage  of  the  Federalist,  that  the  fromers 
of  the  oonstitnUon  intended  that  his  electors 
should  be  chosen  by  "  the  immediate  act  of  the 
American  people."  How,  then,  can  it  be  sud, 
that  we  violate  the  principles  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  by  making  those  prmoiples  more  effec- 
tive t  The  fulnre  to  elect  a  IVesident  by  the 
primary  vote,  is  oert^nly  a  political  evil,  and 
13  so  regarded  by  the  constitution :  for  it  com- 
pels us  to  resort  to  a  mode  of  choice,  which,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  the  Convention  did  not 
think  the  bast,  or  they  would  have  made  it  the 
primary  mode.  To  prevent  that  fiulore,  thrai, 
it  seems  to  me,  Is  to  do  nothing  more  than  we 
should  be  authorized  to  do,  aocording  to  tlie 
restricted  notion  of  onr  power  of  amendment, 
entertained  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
Mtts.  It  wonld  be  only  carrying  the  existing 
prindplea  of  the  constitution  into  "a  more 
perfect  and  h^pler  operation." 

There  oamiot  be  a  greater  political  soledsm 
tban  Uiat  which  is  involrad  in  the  idea  of  oom- 
mencing  the  election  of  the  President  npon  one 

frinciple,  and  ending  it  according  to  another. 
f  tbe  popular  principle  is  the  true  principle  of 
this  election,  as  indicated  by  the  constitution 
it«elt  nothing  can  be  more  absnrd  than  to 
abandon  it  entirely  as  soon  as  the  people,  at  the 
Srat  effort,  hil  to  ^ve  a  mi^iHity  of  rotes  for 
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one  candidate.  It  looks  like  punishing  tha 
people,  by  forfeitnre,  for  not  being  more  onont- 
mons.  And  rest  assnred,  sir,  they  will  adt^ 
means  to  avoid  tlie  penally  neresAer,  even  if 
yon  do  not  amend  the  constitotion.  Ifot  only 
the  larve  States,  but  all  the  States  that  regard 
the  prjnoiplee  and  the  pnrity  of  onr  Govem- 
ment  as  ol^eota  worth  preserving,  will  certain- 
ly concur  in  some  preliminary  meBsores  to 
make  the  popular  vote  oonolusivej  and  prevent 
what,  nnder  the  most  fsTorable  einnmutanoe^ 
is  a  great  national  evil— an  electioa  by  tlM 
House  of  Representativee. 

In  my  opening  remarks,  I  stated  that,  in 
every  well-ofganixed  Government,  eztenrive 
powers  must  be  vested  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment ;  that  the  only  effectual  means  of 
rendering  these  powers  compatible  with  pnblio 
liberty,  was  an  efficient  and  direct  responsibil- 
ity to  the  people ;  and  that,  in  point  of  Uxsb, 
the  power  of  the  Preadent  of  the  United  State* 


geration  too  violent  to  be  admitted  in  the  beat 
of  argument ;"  but,  being  resolved  to  surpass 
his  antagonist,  in  whatever  he  nndertokea,  even 
should  it  be  exaggeration,  be  asserts  that  tha 
ExecntiTe  bos  no  pt^ear  at  dB;  ttat  iM  hoM 
no  GoMnunentI 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Hampshire  (Ifr. 
Baktuctt)  niges  it  as  an  argument  against 
taking  the  election  of  the  President  fr^im  this 
House,  that  we  ore  compelled  to  chooee  one  of 
tJie  three  highest  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
by  the  electors ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  of  very 
little  importance  which  of  them  we  choose, 
whether  the  highest  or  the  lowest  In  my 
judgment,  a  stronger  argument  oonld  not  be 
advanced  for  divesting  this  House  of  the 
power  it  now  eiercisea.  If  it  is  of  so  littia 
miportance  which  of  the  three  prominent  cu- 
didates  shall  he  elected,  why  bringthe agitat- 
ing question  into  this  House!  Ivhy  ezpoaa 
this  body  to  cert^n  distraction  and  protiable 
oormption.  when  there  is  no  object  to  be  ao- 
complished  by  it  tiiat  will  compensate  for  tha 
haouill  Shall  the  members  of  this  House 
wantonly  ran  into  temptation,  merely  for  the 
sake  of  illustrating  their  incorruptible  purity  t 
The  ^ntleman  from  Massachnsetta  has  said, 
that,  if  the  king  of  England  were  elective  for 
four  years,  no  miniatry  could  keep  their  seats 
for  four  weeks.  Sir,  if  I  know  any  thing  of 
En^^and,  a  single  election  of  a  king,  by  the 
Parliament,  womd  literally  destroy  the  political 
system,  by  the  corruption  and  violence  to 
which  it  would  give  nse.  The  same  conse- 
qnenoes,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  must,  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  at  no  very  distant  period, 
take  place  in  this  country,  if  we  do  not  make 
this  change  In  our  oonatitntion,  Ambiti<», 
tiiot,  in  all  ages,  has  eitiier  marched  to  empire 
through  blood  and  violence,  or  made  its  inglo- 
rious wa^  through  fraud  and  corruption,  la  the 
same  active,  restlesa,  and  un^vernable  pasmon 
here,  that  it  has  beui  found  in  all  other  oonn- 
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trice.  No  poUtioal  mtlleiuiiiun  has  Opened  upon 
V*.  The  natnre  of  man  is  imehanged.  We 
am  only  hope  for  eiemption  from  the  coirap- 
tion  sod  depravity  which  histor?  reoordi  of 
other  oooDtriee,  b;  Avoiding  ^le  imperfection 
in  oar  polilical  organizstion  that  prodnoed 
dMwe  evila  in  their  STstenu. 

Bat,  ^tpealing  from  the  histoiy  of  other 
eonntriea,  gentiemen  h&ve  triomphantlj  re- 
fsred  to  ODT  own  to  disprove  tlie  alleged  im- 
perfection in  the  mods  of  choosing  the  Presi- 
atat.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Buetlett)  has  called  our  attention  to  the 
electioD  of  1801,  by  the  Eonee  of  Bepreeenta- 
tivea,  and  he  dtea  tlie  sueoeM  of  Hr.  Jefienon 
M  a  proof  of  the  fitness  of  this  House  to  per- 
fcirm  the  deetoral  ftinetion.  Sir,  the  genlle- 
man  conld  not  have  selected  a  more  nnfbrtn- 
Bate  example  to  iIlQ«trate  his  argnmenL  If 
ever  there  was  a  dark  and  port^nlons  period  in 
oar  p<ditical  history,  it  was  that  of  the  contest- 
ed election  between  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Barr,  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Tboee  who  were  then  on  the  theatre  of  politi- 
cal life,  ema  teU  the  gentleman  with  what  trem- 
Uing  appreheu^ons,  with  what  indignant  de- 
mm^atioDS,  the  people  of  the  United  Btates 
looked,  week  after  week,  npon  the  disgrtoeM 
drama  that  was  going  on  within  these  walls ; 
when  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  &te  of 
the  Republic  were  snspended  on  a  thread,  and 
when  tlie  nation  was  finally  saved  from  the 
nsnrped  dominion  of  a  vile  and  Tinprincipled 
intrigner,  more  by  the  Providenoe  of  God,  than 
other  by  the  wisdom  or  virtue  of  those  npon 
wh<Hn  the  Ugh  dnty  had  devolved  of  electing 
a  Prcndent.  Sir,  what  was  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  attempt,  so  nearly  consnmmated 
by  saooeas,  to  make  Aaron  Bnrr  the  President, 
by  the  vote  of  this  House  1  It  was  a  question 
of  naked,  nnmitigat«d,  desperate  usurpation. 
With  the  nndisputed  fact  before  them,  that  he 
had  not  received  one  solitary  vote  in  the  Union 
for  Preadent,  there  were  found  in  these  walls, 
not  only  one  or  two  men,  bnt  almost  an  entire  par- 
^,  prepared  to  bid  a  bold  and  reckless  defiance, 
bw)  to  the  will  of  the  nation  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  oonstitntlon.  If  they  bad  succeed- 
ed, this  nation  wonld  have  beea  shaken  to  its 
eentre,  and  what  commenced  in  Csotlon,  would, 
probably,  have  ended  in  blood.  And  yet  this 
scene,  where  all  the  madness  of  (actioo  pre- 
Hded  over  the  deliberations  of  the  conclave,  is 
referred  to  as  an  argument  against  taking  the 
deetion  from  this  House  I 

But  those,  it  may  be  sud,  were  days  of  fac- 
tions violence,  when  the  country  was  divided 
Into  two  organised  parties.  I  admit  they  were, 
rir ;  and  do  yon  expect  a  new  era  in  history — 
that  we  are,  from  this  time  forward,  to  have 
■o  partieat 

As  to  my  own  course,  It  is  distinctly  marked 
odL  I  uall  Uberally  snst^  the  Jast  and 
proper  meAsnrea  of  this  Administration :  and, 
tar  Qie  sake  of  illnstrating  my  principles,  I 
m*h  I  could  austoia  them  all — bnt  I  ahall  as 


decidedly  oppose  tlietr  re-election.  Brought 
into  existence  by  the  sinftil  embraces  of  an  un- 
principled ooalitioD,  witli  the  "  primal  curse  " 
of  vturpatwn  indelibly  stamped  upon  them, 
no  subsequent  measares  can  purify  them  from 
tiie  ori^nal  dn  of  their  generaticm  and  birth. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire 
(M>.  Babtlbtt)  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  the 
celebrated  sentiment  of  Hr.  Crawford — "  Judge 
the  Admluistration  by  their  measures  " — as  a 
Just  rebuke  to  the  petnlanc*  of  fection.  Judge 
the  Administration  by  their  measures  I  Ko, 
sir ;  I  will  judge  of  the  messnres  of  the  Ad- 
ministration by  their  own  intrinsic  merits :  bnt 
I  will  notjnd^  of  the  Administration  by  their 


renewal  of  their  trust  It  would  be  just  aa 
reasonable  to  ask  of  me,  when  my  horse  is  sto- 
len, to  let  the  Judgment  of  oondem 


should  use  the  stolen  enimal. 

When  Mr.  MoDcTna  had  finished  his  argu- 
ment, Mr.  Tbubu  obtained  the  floor,  but  gav« 
WMT  at  the  request  of 

Hr.  EvXHBTT,  who  b^ged  leave  to  offer  a 
ringle  word  of  explanation.  The  sentlemsn 
trom  South  Oarolina,  Mr.  E.  said,  has  taken 
occanon,  after  claiming  to  himself  the  merit  ot 
exclusive  consistency  on  this  subject,  to  at- 
tempt to  fix  a  charge  of  inoonststency  and 
change  of  opinion  upon  me ;  and  has  endeavored 
to  support  this  charge  by  a  selection  of  senten* 
ces,  and  parts  of  sentences,  from  an  article 
published-  rix  years  ago,  in  a  Journal  with 
which  I  had  an  editorial  ctmnecuon.  It  Is  & 
sufficient  reply  to  this  chi^ge  to  say,  that  1 
never,  in  my  life,  etpressed  an  opinion  npon 
the  subject  of  the  gentleman's  amendment,  in 
either  branch  of  it,  until  I  come  to  the  discns' 
sion  of  it  this  winter.  I  never  could  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  for  I  am  not  conscious  of 
ever  having  devoted  an  hour  to  the  eiaminv 
tion  of  the  juestion.  With  respect  to  the  sen- 
timents which  the  gentleman  nos  cited  from 
the  North  American  Review,  though  I  have 
but  a  general  recollection  of  the  contents  of 
the  article  in  question,  which  I  have  not  seen 
since  the  correction  of  the  proof-sheets,  the 
gentleman  knowB-^since  he  appears  to  have 
read  it  with  care — that  they  refer  to  a  very 
different  matter.  The  writer  of  that  article 
attempts  a  sort  of  outline  of  the  constitution, 
in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Jeremy  Bentbam, 
whose  information  of  onr  institutions  appears 
to  have  remained  stationary  since  the  Ola  Con- 
federation, and  who  actually  speaks  of  the 
Prerideat  of  the  United  States  as  the  Pre«dent 
of  Congress.  Quoting  this  remark,  and  refut- 
ing the  doctrine  implied  in  it,  the  writer  of  the 
article  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  a  National  Gov- 
ernment, (not  like  the  old  one,1  a  Confederacy 
of  the  States.  The  President  ia  the  Preddent  ' 
of  the  people ;  the  Kepresmtativea,  the  Bepn- 
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MutatiTM  of  the  people;  the  JodicUrj,  the 
Jodiciaiy  of  the  people ;  and  the  Ben&te,  the 
onl;  hronoh  which  represents  the  States  ai 
Btudi :  that,  had  the  Union  been  a  compact  eim- 

Elf  between  the  States  as  such,  they  would 
are  had  an  eqnal  vote  in  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent, &C.  All  tbie,  sir,  is  nnqnestionablj  trne. 
The  geatleman  sa;s,  these  were  my  former 
Tiews;  they  certwnly  are  mj  present  views: 
for,  thongh  the  present  constitntioD  was 
formed  by  compact  between  States  eqoally  bov- 
eretgn,  it  ia  not  itself  a  compact  between 
Btates,  retaining  each  an  eqoal  share  of  the 
sorereignty,  as  was  the  case  with  the  fonner 
Confederation,  I  freely  grant  the  gentleman 
that  the  writer  of  the  article,  in  saying  that 
the  representation  in  the  Senate,  is  the  only 
trace  of  Federal  eqaality,  fell  into  an  error,  no 
donbt,  from  the  haste  and  oarelessneee  Inddent 
to  anonymous  periodical  writing.  The  choice 
of  President  is,  also,  in  some  reapeota,  federa- 
^ve :  this  is  not  matter  of  opinion,  on  which 
to  ground  a  charge  of  inconsistency ;  it  b  mat- 
ter of  fact,  Dverloohed  or  omitt«a  by  the  an- 
thor  of  the  essay  which  Qie  genUeman  cites. 
The  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina  and  myself 
do  not  differ  as  to  the  proposition  that  the 
choice  of  the  President  is,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  federative  fbatnre  of  the  Government.  We 
diCfer  as  t«  the  right  now  to  alter  that,  which, 
at  the  time,  was  fixed  by  compromia&  Wween 
pertiee  then  equally  sovereign,  and  who  agreed 
to  ^ve  np  certain  portions  of  their  equu  sov- 
ereignty, and  no  more:  and  to  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment tc  a  certtun  degree  National,  and  to  a 
oertain  degree  FederatiTe. 

Satisdat,  April  1. 
Atnmdment  qf  the  OonxHUitiott. 

The  Hoose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  lfoI>u7nE, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Hr.  UoLakb,  of  Belaware,  in 
the  chair,  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr. 
MoDcTFiB,  to  the  oonstitntion. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  addressed  the  committee.  He 
began  by  saying,  that  the  Looriana  had  a  stat- 
ute which  required  the  person  who  intended 
to  propose  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  their 
Jimdixinental  lotM,  to  go  into  the  assembly  of 
the  people,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck ;  and  if 
he  lailed  in  his  plan  of  alteration  or  amend- 
ment, the  atatnte  dedared  that  he  shoold  be 
instantly  hnng  up,  without  any  ftirther  trial  or 
conviction.  He  thought  it  posaihle  that  similar 
enactments  might  be  uaefnl  in  onr  day  and  gen- 
eration, to  repress  the  rage  in  favor  of  amend- 
ing cotuititntions ;  bnt  he  did  not  wish  for  such 
a  law  at  present,  because  there  were  aome 
twenty  plans  before  the  Honae  to  amend  the 
Federal  ConstitatioQ ;  nineteen  of  which  would 
fUl  beyond  a  doubt,  and  probably  the  other 
ijso ;  and  of  conrae  the  law  of  the  Locrians,  if 
in  force  among  ns,  woold  sweep  us  off  by  tens 
and  twenties,  and  thin  our  ranks  most  marvel- 
lously.   But  he  would  hold  it  np  to  the  com- 


mittee SB  a  fit  remedy  for  prematnre  and  oae* 
less  innovations  in  the  ooorse  of  legislaticHi. 
Uiatorians  tell  us  that  these  Locrians  made  no 
alterations  in  the  body  of  their  laws  for  about 
two  hundred  years ;  during  which  period  they 
were  a  prosperous  and  a  happy  people ;  ap- 
plauded and  admired  by  all  the  other  States  o£ 
Greece  around  them. 

Ur.  T.  was  In  favor  of  the  proposition  to  ex- 
clude the  election  from  the  Eooas,  bnt  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  scheme  which  would 
diminish  or  imptur  the  foil  power  of  the  States 
to  regulate  the  whole  subject,  as  separate  inde- 

Kndent  bodiea,  or  communities  of  people.  His 
9t  Judgment  was  opposed  to  the  olstricts,  and 
he  should  vote  against  the  District  system,  un- 
less he  fihoold  find  the  people  of  his  State  in 
favor  of  that  plan.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
aides,  in  debate,  that  the  States,  in  adopting 
the  District  system,  would  have  to  snrrender 
some  portions  of  their  power  over  the  election  ; 
and  this  w^  not  consistont  with  his  views  of 
Federal  or  State  policy.  His  opinion  was,  be- 
fore he  came  into  Congress  that  the  Federal 
Government  was  rather  too  weak  and  feeble  to 
maintdn  itself  against  the  States :  but  he  was 
now  MIy  aatiafied  that  the  States  were  the 
weaker  vessels,  and  he  would  not  agree  to  in- 
crease their  weakness  by  taking  power  from 

He  would  vote,  be  said,  with  the  gentleman 
team  Sonth  Oarolma,  ^Mr,  MoDuteie,}  in  favor 
of  bis  abstract  proposition  to  exclude  the  elec- 
tion from  the  Honae,  but  not  for  the  reason! 
offered  by  that  member. 

The  great  objection  urged  against  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  election  is,  £e  improper  use  tliat 
may  be  made  of  power  and  patronage  to  oor- 
mpt  the  members  and  oontrol  their  votes.  Bat 
here  a  plain  distinction  had  been  overlooked 
b^  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  si^ument. 
There  are,  a«d  he,  two  classes,  or  divisions,  <rf 
this  power  and  patronage ;  £rst,  the  power  and 
patronage  incident  to  the  Presidential  office, 
and  to  be  exercised,  from  tjme  to  time,  by  the 
man  in  office,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties ;  and,  aecond,  the  power  and  patronage 
tuoident  to  each  of  the  three  candidates  before 
the  House;  and  which  each  of  them  oonld  only 
use  potentially.  Theee  two  dasses  of  power 
and  patronage  differ  widely  fh>m  each  other. 
The  firat  is  not  complained  of;  on  the  contra* 
ry,  the  geutieman  (Mr.  MoDums)  approved  it 
in  his  first  speech — contended  that  it  was  right 
and  proper — protested  agdnst  its  diminution — 
dedared  himself  the  last  man  who  wonld  op- 
pose it — made  it  out  to  be  equal,  or  nearly 
equal,  to  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  king 
01  England — thonght  it  absolutely  necessary  in 
oar  system  of  Oovemment,  and  was  unwilling 
to  plaoe  any  check  upon  it,  except  the  check  of 
"  anUime  responsibility."  In  fact,  the  plans 
and  propositions  of  amendment  in  debate,  were 
not  Drought  forward  or  intended  as  a  check 
upon  the  exercise  of  power  and  patronage  \fj 
the  President  after  he  ia  indooted  into  offloe. 


.Coci^^lc 


DBBATB8  OF  00N0BE8S. 


,lflSfl.] 


[H.  mB. 


And  ytit  the  IVeddent,  after  Ida  fndaotlon,  may 
DM  the  HBiDe  power  and  patronage  to  seenre 
his  re-eleotion,  Heoonldiueitiii  bothHonaea, 
and  in  the  StatM  and  tKaMota  also ;  and  tin 
peniioioaB  .effects  resulting  from  the  aotna]  nse 
of  it^here  or  elaewhere,  for  a  period  of  four 
jeara,  wonld  far  ezoeed  the  ^eots  ronilting 
frwa  the  use  of  it  potentially,  by  die  candidates 
before  the  Honae,  for  a  tew  days,  or  at  most, 
a  few  weeks  only.  And  then  again  the 
PrendflDt,  after  his  re-election,  may  nae  Uiis 

Cer  raid  patronage  daring  his  lost  term  of 
yeare,  to  bring  in  a  &Torita  SDOceesor. 
And  yet  tbo  sentleman  offers  ns  no  plan  to 
check  the  lefl4ianded  exeroiM  of  all  this  man 
of  power  and  palronage.  He  dreads  the  ommt 
aad  mtrouag*  incident  to  tA«  eandidatm  6e/cr» 
tAe  MoutA,  It  is  this  that  he  complains  of; 
and  tlua,  he  thinlrn,  will  make  this  body  more 
eormpt  than  any  l^islatlve  body  ever  has  been 
heretofore.  ' 

Hr.  Vakok  Uten  addreaaed  the  committee : 
Sr,  the  memben  of  the  Convention  that  framed 
tliia  ooDsdtDtion  pot  the  deotion,  in  the  last 
reant,  where  it  now  rests;  and  I  bare  no 
donbt  that  they  Tiewed  the  whole  ground,  and 
wu^ied,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  dlfflcolties 
that  were  to  he  enconntered,  either  in  throw- 
ing it  back  a  second  time  to  the  peopl&  or  any 
pre-exiEting  body  under  the  8tat«  authorities. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  StxtkiI' 
•ON,)  to  whom  I  listened  with  so  mnch  pleas- 
ure, in  the  very  able  view  he  took  of  the  Fed- 
««]  featorea  of  this  Government,  has  proposed. 
In  the  last  reaort,  to  give  the  election  to  the 
Btat«  L^islatnree.  8ir,  volomes  might  he  spo- 
ken and  written,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  tiie 
impToprie^  of  moh  a  step ;  if  there  was  no 
other  Direction,  the  simple  f^  that  those 
bodies,  nnder  the  oonstitntion,  hare  the  ap- 
pointment of  Senators  confided  to  th^  charge, 
voold  be  aniBcient  of  itself. 

Tbe  Execntire  Department  coodste  of  two 
toanohea,  the  Freeident  and  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  ohec^  iipon 
the  Freeidant.  The  Senate,  also,  in  ita  Jndbsial 
ehsiaoter,  is  to  rit  aa  a  court  of  impeaumien^ 
to  tiT  tlM  President.  It  is,  tberefore,  manl- 
feat,  tbat  Oicj  onght  to  be  aa  Independent  of 
e*ch  other  in  sentiment  and  feeling,  as  praoti- 
eaUe.  Is  it  not  then  improper,  thi^  the  Freei- 
dent aad  Senate  sbonld  owe  tltdr  election  to 
the  same  bodies  of  men  t  I  ask  that  gentle- 
man, aerioosly,  to  reflect  before  he  takes  this 
atep.  I  aak  this  Honse,  and  this  nation,  to 
panse  before  they  nnhinge  the  constitution  of 
tb«r  country ;  to  remember  the  difflonlties  that 
tbdr  anoestora  had  in  bringing  into  aaocessfnl 
(qteratitai  thb  splendid  monnment  of  intellec- 
tool  wisdom — the  result  of  one  of  tlie  aoblest 
cfforta  of  mntaal  conceemon  and  compromi; 
that  was  ever  effected  by  any  political  body 
any  age  or  nation, 

Mr.  T.  P.  HooBK,  of  Eentncky,  s^d  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  reaolntions  of  tbe  gentleman 
fnmi  Booth  Oarolina.    They  were  In  strict 


cordanee  with  a  fhndamental  article  In  his  po- 
litical ra«ed,  that  tiie  people  were  the  safest  de- 
po^iy  of  every  power  which  it  waa  practica- 
ble (br  tiiem  to  eierdse.  Bnt  the  duties  with 
which  he  had  been  charged,  by  bis  immediate 
constituents,  and  the  vi^roos  support  which 
the  resolntions  had  received,  rendered  any  ex- 
ertions, on  bis  part,  to  advance  them,  both  in- 
convenient and  nnnecesaary. 

Mr.  Hamiltoh  moved  that  tbe  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BuoBAiTAir  appealed  to  the  committee  on 
Qie  propriety  of  olosmg  the  debate  on  these  rea- 
olntions; staling  that  be  bad  himself  prepared, 
with  mnch  oare,  a  speech  on  the  snbjeet,  which, 
after  what  had  taken  place,  he  now  wonld  sap- 

Ur.  WzBSTKB  pressed  the  same  point,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Ur.  SroKBa  asked  bim  to  withdraw  tbe  mo- 
tion, that  he  might  merely  state  that  his  vote  on 
the  propodtions  wonld  be  tiie  same  as  recorded 
on  t^c  Jonniala  among  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  a 
fbrmer  Ocngr«ss;  bnt  he  remsed  to  comply,  and 
the  qneetion  being  taken,  the  committee  roae. 

Ur.  Wxnns'then  moved,  in  tbe  Honse,  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
TTnion  bedlBcharaedfr<nntheftirther  connderft- 
tion  of  these  restnntions :  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  tbe  committee  was  otoohBrged  accordingly. 

Hr.  MoDmn  then  anbetitnted  for  his  ori^ 
nal  reeolntions,  tbe  amendmentA  he  had  ofibred 
in  Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole,  viz : 

"R4tol*»d,  That  for  the  porpoae  of  electing  the 
PresideDt  and  Vice  Fr««ideDt  of  tbe  United  Sutea, 
ttie  conaUtuUcQ  ongbt  to  be  amcDded  in  such  maif 
nar  as  will  mveut  the  eteeUon  of  tlie  aforesaid  oO- 
□ers  from  oevolving  on  CoDgress. 

'■.SWm^  That  a  sniform  system  of  voting  by 
Districts  oofflit  to  be  estatdisbea  In  all  the  BtiUes, 
tbe  number  of  Districts  in  each  State  to  equal  the 
numbei  of  Benators  and  Representatives  to  wbich 
sxcb  State  may  be  entitled  m  Oongiess,  and  each 
District  having  one  vote. 

"Suohtd,  That  a  select  committee  be  Bfqwtnted, 
irith  Instroctions  to  prepara  and  report  a  ji^t  rea- 
olntion,  embracing  the  aforesaid  objects." 

Mr.  Cook  again  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  offered,  in  Comndttee  of  the  Whol^ fik 
an  addition  to  the  fint  branch  of  Mr.  MoD.'a 
amendment,  viz ; 

"And  as  win  anthorfte  the  voters  qnalifled  to 
vote  for  the  members  of  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives of  tbe  United  SUtes  in  esch  State,  to  vote  di- 
rectly, in  such  manner  as  tbe  LegieUtiii^  thereof 
shall  direct,  for  tbe  iforesud  officers,  referring  to 
each  State,  after  the  failure  to  make  a  choice  of 
either  of  the  aforesaid  officers  In  tbe  primary  eleo- 
tioD,  on  the  principle  that  such  primary  election  la 
now  made,  an  equal  vote  in  socb  elecdon;  and 
that  a  convention  be  auCborlied  in  each  Slate,  to 
act  on  tbe  aforesaid  amendments." 

Mr.  WioxLinx  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Coox'a 
amendment,  by  striking  ont  that  clanse  which 
proposes  the  calling  ta  a  convention  in  each 
State  to  condder  the  ameodmentB  that  m^  be 
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Mat  down  to  the  Mv«r>l  StotM  for  aooeptanoe 

.  Mr.  S&mrDKBS  nowmoved  &l«  Ptwimm  Qut§- 
twn,  (the  effect  of  vluoli  prednde*  all  smend- 
meati  and  debate,  and  reqnirea  at  onoe  a  de<uflion 
on  the  main  qneetion  before  the  Home,)  The 
motion  of  Ur.  BAtrsDBBa  wu  aoBtained, — aj'ee 
M,  noea  00.  The  previous  queBtion  waa  then 
pat,  TLB :  "  Shall  the  main  qneetioa  now  be  tak- 
en!" 

On  the  deraslon  of  thia  qnestioa.  Mr.  Pownx 
oalled  for  the  yeas  aitd  naTs,  wMehwere  orders 
ed,  and  ware — yeas  128,  nays  U, 

Bo  it  waa  deterndned  that  the  main  qa«sti(»i 
■hould  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  UcDvwwim  oalled  for  a  divirfon  ci  the 

aiuatioa,  that  the  vote  might  be  taken  first  on 
le  proposition  to  remove  the  Presidential  £leo- 
tkm  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreaentativea,  and 
then  on  the  Dtatriot  Byatem ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  was  aooordingly  atated  on  the 
fidlowiag  reeoladon,  viz : 


_  it  to  be  ameDded  in  inch  man- 
Mr  la  Hill  [wevent  the  election  of  the  aforeeaid 
ofloers  from  devolrlog  on  CongreK." 

And,  by  reqneet  of  Mr.  BixBOim,  of  ^rginta, 
the  qneetion  was  taken  bj  jeae  nod  oaya,  and 
deddedaafbUowi: 

Tub.— Vean^  Adams  of  V.  T.,  Addtmt  of  Fa., 
Aleiander  of  Ya.,  Alexander  of  Tenn.,  Allen  of 
Tenn.,  Alston,  Andenton,  Angel,  Annitrong,  Ash- 
ley, B»llej,  Badser,  Barbour  of  Ta.,  Bamej,  Bu- 
•Btt,  Bajliet,  Blair,  Boone,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck- 
ner,  Cuibreleng,  Cunpbdl,  Canon,  Carter,  Garj, 
CaMedy,  Glaibome,  Cooke,  Conner,  Coot,  Crump, 
Davenport,  Ddti,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  Penn.,  Ed- 
ward* of  N.  C,  Estill,  Rndlaj  ofFenn.,  Rndlay  of 
OhiOiFosdick,  Oamsej,  Oarrbon,  Oist,  GQvan,6ais 
ley,  Hallock,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harden,  Hajnea, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Htne^  Hoffinan,  Hobnes,  Honiton, 
HognnlD,  Bum|«reTj  Ingbam,  Isack^  Jennings  of 
Inf ,  Johnson  of  Ta.,  James  Johnson,  Fruieis 
Johnson,  Kell^g,  Eerr,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Le- 
oompte,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  little,  Uringston,  Long, 
Ibngom,  Harable,  UaAelL  Markley,  Hartiudale, 
Kar^  of  K.  T.,  UcCoj,  McSuffie,  VcKean,  He- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  XcUuiuB,  UcNelll,  Hercer,  Herri- 
wether,  HetcalTe,  Miller  of  S.  T.,  Jas.  a  Uitchell, 
IQtcbeU  of  Hd.,  HitcheU  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  K;., 
Hoore  of  Alabaiaa,  Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk, 
Porter,  Powell,  Bivea,  Bose,  Rosa,  Saunders,  Saw- 
jer,  Scott,  Smith,  Stevenson  of  Penn.,  BteTCason  of 
Ta.,  Btewwi,  Taliaferro,  TattnaO,  Taylor  of  Ta., 
Test,  Thomson  of  Peon.,  Thonpeon  of  Oa.,  Tbomp- 
•on  of  Ohio,  Treivant,  Trimble,  Tncker  of  S.  C., 
Terpknck,  Ward,  Weemi,  Wbiltemore,  Wiokliffe, 
WilUama,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
B.  C,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Woods  of  Ohio,  Wor- 
thington.  Worts,  and  Toow— 188. 

Hin.— Messrs.  Allen  of  Kass.,  Baldwin,  Bartlett, 
Bwtley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Beecber,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Clarke,  Condlot,  Crowninshlelt^  Daris, 
Dwight,  Eastman,  Everett,  Forsjtli,  Hosbronck, 
He^,  Herriok,  IngersoU,  Kidder,  Locke,  Hollarj, 
Xattocka,  HoLaoe  of  DeL,  Merwin  of  Coon.,  ICner, 


Newton,  O'Brien,  Pearoe,  Pbelps,  Beed,  8aad% 
Sloane,  Spragoe,  Btona,  Strong,  Swan,  Tomlinson, 
Tnoker  of  N.  J.,  Tan  BeosselMr,  Tance,  Tamnn), 
Tlnton,  Wales,  Webster,  Whipple,  White,  Whittle- 
sey, Wood  of  N.  T.,  snd  Wright— S3. 

Bo  the  first  reeolntioii  waa  agreed  to.    . 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  fbluiwing 
(seoond)  reaolntion : 

"  SttelMd,  That  a  imlfbrm  system  of  voting  by 
Districts,  onght  to  be  established  in  all  the  States 
the  nomber  of  Districts  In  each  Btate  to  eqnal  the 
number  of  Senaton  and  Bepresentativee  to  which 
snoh  State  may  be  entitled  In  Congress,  and  each 
Dtstriat  having  one  vote." 

And,  by  reqneet  of  Mr.  I^ttlk,  dedded  t^ 
yeaa  and  n^a,  which  reaolted  as  foUows: 

Tua.— Messrs.  Adams  of  N.  T.,  Alexander  ot 
Tenn.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Andenon,  Anget, 
Armstrong,  Ashlev,  Bdle^,  Badger,  Barbour  of 
To.,  Barney,  BajUes,  Blair,  Bryan,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Corson,  Carter,  Claiborne,  Cooke,  Cod> 
ner,  Deiti,  Edwards  of  M.  C  Estill,  Fmdlay  of  Ohio, 
Fosdlck,  Ganison,  Govan,  BaUo^^Hamilloo,  Har- 
ris, Hasbroack,  fiayden,  Henry,  EDnea,  Hoffmaii, 
Holmea,  Honston,  Hngunin,  HimipliTey,  Ingham, 
Isocks,  Johnson  of  Ta.,  James  Johnson,  Fr«ncis 


Hartdl,  HartiadaTe,  HarviD  of  S.  T.,  HcDuffie, 
HcEee,  HcHaous,  McNeill,  Mercer,  HiUer  of  N.  T., 
HitoheU  of  Hd.,  HitcheU  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ey., 
Hoore  of  *Uh«m«  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk, 
Porter,  Powell,  Reed,  Rose,  Ross,  Saondera,  Saw 
ver,  Bcott,  Smith,  Terplanek,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  White,  Whittemore,  Wiuhliflb,  WiUiam^ 
Worthington—M. 

Nats. — Hessrs.  Addama  of  Pa.,  Alexonderof  Va., 
Allen  of  Hasa.,  Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber 
of  Conn.,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bockner,  Carej,  Cassody,  Clarke^ 
Condict,  Cook,  Crowninshiold,  Crump,  Da^  Dav- 
enport, Drajton,  Dwight,  Eastman,  Everett,  Ed- 
wards of  Pa.,  nndlay  of  Pa.,  Forsyth,  Gist,  Gurley, 
Haney,  Haynes,  Healey,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Inger- 
goU,  Jennings  of  Ind.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence^ 


wether,  Herwin  <rf  Conn.,  Helcalfe,  IDner,  James 
&  HitcheU,  Newton,  O'Brieo,  Orr,  Pearce,  Fhelps, 
Bives,  Sand*,  S(«*gne,  Stevenson  of  Pa.,  Stevenson 
of  Ta.,  Stewart,  BCoirs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taliafbrni^ 
Tattnall,  Taylor  of  Ta.,  Teat,  Thomson  of  Pa., 
Thompson  of  Ga.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tomlinson, 
Treiiant,  Trimble,  Tnoker  of  N.  J.,  Tucker  of  S.  C, 
Van  Benaselaer,  Tsnce,  Tanum,  Vinton,  Walea^ 


N.  r..  Woods  of  Oluo,  Wright,  Wurts,  Tonng— lOi. 

So  tlie  seoond  resolution  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  MaDnvriB  then  moved  that  the  first  rea- 
olntion, whioh  had  been  agreed  to,  be  referred 
to  a  select  arantnitlee,  to  report  thereon  to  this 
HoDse. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  118. 

The  committee  wu  ordered  to  oonsist  of  M 
members,  as  follows: 

Mr.  MoDomx,  Mr.  Ijhooit,  Mr.  BAxnn^ 
Mr.  Baiut,  Mr,  Fbosob,  Mr.  Ihoumu,  lb. 
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MiTtoawMy  Mr.  Honxui,  Vr.  Oassbdt,  Mr. 
KUEKLXI,  Mr.  HoLabe  of  Da]&w&r«,  Ur.  Lir- 
lu,  Mr.  Stevknsoh  of  Yo.,  Mr.  Sadbdibs,  Mr. 
Tirrau,  Mr.  Oawhell,  Mr.  Tbbt,  Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Tbimbu,  Mr.  Polx,  Mr.  Soott,  Mr.  OwKf, 
Hr.  McEn,  and  Mr.  Bbkit. 
And  Umo  Um  Hoqw  adorned. 

MoNsAT,  April  8. 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Sill,  a  BeprcsaatatiTe  from 

tbe  Sute  of  FeDns^lTaiiia,  ia  tlu  place  of  tiie 

EoD.  Paliick  Foirelly,  dMeased,  qtpeared,  was 

qoalified,  and  took  fau  seat. 

JHplomalie  Aidrenet. 

Hw  fi^ving  resolndon,offi3red  b j  Mr.  Iuokb, 
rfTwinMaca,  on  Satarday,  was  taken  ap 

'^Betoittd,  That  tha  FnddeDt  of  the  United 
Btatea  be  requested  to  commumeete  to  thie  Boiue, 
eopiea  of  tbe  poblle  eddresK*  delirered  b;  the  Hin- 
iMen  of  the  United  SUtee  to  the  King  of  ^tein, 
■nee  tlw  fetr  1818,  and  alao  mci  corraepondeDoe 
ee  ma;  bare  ocenrred  between  the  Xlnbten  of  the 
DDhed  Statea  and  en;  of  the  Independent  Qorera- 
nenti  of  ^aniih  Ameriea,  TeUting  to  elUier  of  Hid 
addreaeea ;  or  tnj  eammunicationsfrom  an;  of  onr 
Knietera  at  mch  QoTernmenta  to  our  Ooremment, 
fa  nlatkm  tfaereio." 

Mr.  IsACKB  said  ho  vonld  brioflT'  state  tbe 
reaaooa  for  deairiiig  this  caU.  He  wae  not  sore 
that  aaf  very  important  ioformation  would  re- 
■alt  frcHu  it ;  and  he  ooold  assore  gentlemen  he 
did  not  aak  fbr  these  papers  witli  any  view  of 
flndii^  ftutt  irith  what  bad  been  done  by  any- 
body.  Bot  the  Hooae  was  abonl  eoteriDg  upon 
tbe  ecKisideratlon  of  tiie  genenJ  snt^eot  of  onr 
T«lalionB  with  ^kdn  and  with  the  South  Ameri- 
can BepoUioe:  and  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
that  as  fiill  a  new  aa  possible  sboald  be  obtained 
of  tbo  wbole  grotmd.  With  this  view  it  was 
that  he  had  moved  the  resototion.  It  might  be 
fliat  aome  change  had  taken  plaoe,  within  these 
two  years  past,  in  the  views  of  oar  GoTemment 
towards  Spain,  and  it  might  be  that  the  Bonlh 
Aowrieao  Bepublice  bad  noticed  some  change. 


Itmight  also  be  desirable  to  see  and  rnkderataiid 

fe  what  lisht  they  ooUMdared  mch  apparent 

),  and  bow  Uie  eol^eot  had  been  treated 


ij  our  Ministers  to  those  Gavwrnmenta. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed  that  ha  did  not  know 
of  any  pnbtic  iooonvenienoe  that  would  resnlt 
from  an  adopQon  of  the  reeolnljon;  and,  even 
if  he  did,  it  wonld  be  a  very  nngraoIoQB  task  in 
him  to  oppose  it.  He  thought,  however,  that 
it  Beed«d  some  little  modt^tion ;  he  wonbl 
nggeet  ancb  modiScadon  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  moved  it,  hut  sbonld  himself  make  no  q>e- 
dSe  molioii  to  effect  it. 

Hie  reecdntion,  said  he,  calls  for  the  public 
addreaaea,  d^vered  by  onr  Ministers  to  oertidn 
foreign  Govemmenla,  Now,  strictly  ape^^ing, 
ftere  are  no  addresset  delivered  in  pnblio. 
When  a  Minister  goes  to  afbrdgn  Govwiunent^ 
he  preeeola  Us  credentials  to  the  head  of  the 
dovemmeot,  Moompanied  by  a  speech,  If  he 


tiiinks  proper — bnt  this  latter  is  discre^onary. 
Tbie,  howevu',  is  not  atrictly  a  public  address. 
Whenever,  alterwarda,  any  interchange  of  let- 
ters  beoomes  necessary,  an  andience  is  demand- 
ed of  the  Minister  for  the  porpose  of  presenting 
the  letters,  Aa.  There  is  one  other  occasion 
when  a  Minister  bos  the  right  to  present  an  ad- 
dress. If  he  thinks  that  tbe  Miniater  of  the 
Government  who  holds  diplomatic  iuteroonrse 
with  him  is  actoated  by  an  nnfriendly  disposi- 
tion, and  manifests  it  by  unfair  and  improper 
treatment,  he  may  demand  an  audience,  and 
make  his  appeal  to  the  head  of  the  Government. 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  this  has  ever  been 
done  by  any  Minister  of  this  Grovernment.  -  If 
I  nnderstand  the  ol^eot  of  tbe  gentleman's  rw- 
olntJon,it  is  to  get  copieaof  tbe  addresses  deliv- 
ered by  our  JGnisters  to  Spain,  Ac.,  when  they 
present«d  their  credentials,  or  were  about  to 
leave  the  oonntry,  and  I  suggest  to  him  so  to 
lodify  the  resolntion  as  to  embrace  his  otjeot 


more  distJoctl;.  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on 
tbe  eolgect  of  these  addresses.  If  any  Jndg^ 
ment  nnfkvoral^  to  onr  present  Minuter  to 


q>peared  in  the  newspaper*,  as  his  address  to  th, 
Spanish  oourt,  great  iiOastice  baa  been  done  to 
him.  The  first  knowledge  pcmeased  here  of 
that  address,  is  from  a  translation  of  it,  aa  it  sfr- 
peared  in  the  Qaiette  of  Madrid.  That  print  is 
under  the  absolute  control  of  tbe  OourL  The 
translation  of  tbe  address  has  no  doubt  been 
prepared  for  that  paper  in  order  to  produce  aa 
''^eat  in  Spain.  I  happen  to  know  the  fidelity 
the  translations  made  for  that  paper.     The 

nresaions  which  are  thoaght  to  he  of  a  &vor- 
able  kind  for  the  Glovemment,  are  made  as 
strong  as  possible.  Mr.  F.  here  raferred  to  a 
Message  of  the  late  Preaideot  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress,  which  he  said  was  translated 
so  falsely,  that  he  was  very  snre,  conld  tbe  Presi- 
dent have  resd  it  in  the  Madrid  Gazette,  bo 
would  not  have  known  his  own  language.  I 
idea  of  complaining  of  this,  said  Mr. 
F. — (he  was  at  the  time  oar  Mhiister  to  Spain) 
— bnt  I  knew  it  would  do  no  good.  Every  paper 
for  the  Madrid  Gazette  Is  prepared  under  the 
eye  of  the  Government^  witn  a  view  to  prodno- 
'  Lg  an  effect. 

Mr.  IsACKB  Hignifled  bis  acceptance  of  tha 
modification  proposed  by  Mr.  FoasTTO. 

Mr.  WBaeras  said  this  was  a  nnall  bnrinesa. 
If  any  call  ot  this  kind  was  to  be  made  at  all,  ho 
wsa  in  &vor  of  going  fbr  the  whole.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Geoi^  says  that  speeches  are 
made  on  presenting  credentisla  at  a  foreign 
court,  and  on  taking  leave.  These  are  compli- 
mentary, of  coarse;  they  are  considered  aa 
hardly  official^  and  he  believed  were  viewed  as 
bnt  of  little  importance  at  any  time.  In  the 
same  way,  adilreeses  of  congratulation  and  of 
condolence  were  made,  hut  they  were  mere 
matters  of  compliment  As,  thenfore,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  bearing,  in  the  papers  a^ed  for 
by  tlio  rosolation,  on  any  enbject  likely  to  coma 
be&»«  the  Hooae,  thoogb  the  task  of  oppodng 


;.  Google 


ABBn>GMBNT  OV  THB 


rS.] 


rmilMiargfir  Dutriel  vf  Oolmiiia. 


[Ann.,  UK 


the  call  mightbe  some  vbat  inTidioiu^e  thoof^t 
the  resolation  oagbt  not  to  pus.  "Wbj  yrta 
thUoaUtogobaoknofnrthwth«iil8iet  Why 
not  sweep  the  foreign  offices  oleon  at  onoet 
"Wiij  do  we  wftnt  the  addresses  at  taking  1eav«  t 
If  the  resolntion  mnst  go  to  the  President,  let  it 
st  .least  so  in  its  origiiiftl  form,  calling  only  for 
tbose  delivered  on  tiresentation.  Be  thoDsht 
the  inqnirj  not  worth  pnrening^  and,  nnder  that 
imprefisioD,  would  move  to  la;  the  raiolution  on 
the  table. 

The  qnestion  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WzBersa  prevailed — a; ea  7S,  noes  07. 

So  the  reaotntion  was  ordered,  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mutton  ta  Panama. 

The  Eonse  then  went  into  Oommiltee  of  the 
Whole,  Mt/Stbtinbon,  of  Vs.,  in  the  chair,  on 
the  report  of  the  oommittee  to  whom  wbb  re- 
ferred the  Meinage  of  the  President  in  relation 
to  the  HisBJnn  to  Panama;  which  reptnt  oon- 
dndes  with  the  following  reeolation : 

"  JUfolntd,  Tbii,  in  the  opiiiloii  of  the  Hooie,  It 
la  expedient  to  appropriate  the  funds  neceanrj  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  Uoiled  States  to  lend 
KiniaCera  to  the  Congreaa  of  Panama." 

Mr,  UoLikNi,  of  DeL  propoeed  on  amend- 
ment, which  he  prefhoed  br  remarkiiiA  that  be 
Cferred  deferring  the  deliveiing  of  hia  views 
snpport  of  the  amendment  to  another  time. 
He  did  not  ofibr  it  with  any  view  of  embarras»- 
ing  the  general  anbject,  but  from  a  sense  of  the 
dnty  he  owed  to  himself  and  to  those  who  sent 
bira  here.  lie  wished  that,  before  he  was  call- 
ed to  express  his  sentiments,  tbe  oommittee 
would  so  br  indnlge  him  as  to  allow  the  ameod- 
ment  to  be  printM:  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
ironid  rise  for  that  pnrpose. 

The  amendment  proposed  bj  Hr.  Moluun,  Is 
as  follows: 

"I(  being  nnderatood  as  the  ofunton  of  thli 
Honae,  that,  as  it  has  alwari  been  the  aettled  policj 
of  this  OovenuncDt,  hi  extending  onr  cammercLd 
relations  with  foreign  nations,  to  hare  with  them  aa 
little  political  connection  m  poadble ;  to  pTCserre 
peace,  commerce,  and  fHendsbip,  with  ait  nations, 
and  to  form  entangling  aUIaacea  with  none ;  the 
Hlnisteis  who  ma;  be  aent  studl  attend  at  the  said 
Oongress  in  a  diplomatic  character  merely ;  and 
onght  Dot  to  be  authorized  to  diicoaa,  coodder,  or 
eonault,  npon  any  propoaltioD  of  alUuioe,  otfenaiTe 
or  defeoaire,  between  thie  countrf  and  any  of  the 
South  American  Oovenimeatg,  or  any  atipulatioD, 
compact,  or  declaration,  binding  the  United  States 
in  an;  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  iuterference 
trom  abroad  with  the  domesCie  concerns  of  the 
aforeaaid  UoTemmenta,  or  any  meaaure  wliich  shall 
commit  the  present  or  fiitnro  neutral  rights  or  du- 
ties of  these  United  States,  either  aa  may  r^ard 
European  naiiona,  or  between  the  aevenl  States  of 
Mexico  and  South  America." 

Mr.  Cbowhikshirld  expressed  his  assent  to 
this  airangemeot,  though  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mi.  F0B8TTH  B^d  be  was  very  deorons  of 


had  moved  tliis  amendment,  so  that 
he  might,  withont  embarrassing  it,  preeent,  at 
(be  seme  time,  to  the  committee,  another 
amendmeiit,  which  be  had  prepared,  and  whieh 

better  met  his  views ;  bnt  he  was  very  loth  to 
offer  it  as  Ml  amendment  to  the  gentleman's 
amendment,  yet  did  not  know  how  else  to  get 
it  before  the  committee  ooosiatenily  with  the 
roles  of  the  Qonee. 

The  OhiUrman  dedded  tliat  tt  oonld  not  oome 
before  the  oommittee  in  any  other  fbna. 

Mr,  FosaTTH  then  read  his  reeolntion  as  6A- 
lows,  and  KBve  notioe  that,  in  osse  that  of  Mr. 
UoLuia  suonld  nut  prevail  be  would  offer  his. 

"  Ttiat,  in  the  o[Haion  of  the  Hoiue,  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  make  an  appropriation,  t«  eoable  the  Presi- 
dent  to  send  Hiuistera  to  be  preseot  at,  but  not  t« 
become  memben  of,  the  Congress  of  the  American 
Statea  at  Faeama;  it  being  distjactly  understood 
that  the  said  Ministers  are  to  be  authorized  merely 
to  expreas  to  that  CTongress  the  deep  interest  it 
this  country  io  the  securilj  and  pro^rity  of  tlw 
other  American  States;  to  eipUin,  if  requested, 
the  princifriea  which  govern  the  Ueited  Stales  In 
their  pohlicai  and  commercial  intercourse  with  all 
foretsn  nations;  to  receive  and  to  remit  to  thdr 
own  Qoveroment  any  proposIUon  tliat  the  whole  or 
any  one  of  the  powers  represented  in  Congren  may 
think  proper  to  otfbr  for  Uie  coDfnderation  of  the 
Qovemmeatof  the  Doited  Sutes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLauk,  the  oommittee 
then  rose,  and  tie  House  ordered  both  the  res- 
olutions for  amendment  to  be  printed. 
PfTiUviitiary /or  Dittriet  nf  Oohtn^na. 

The  Honee  tben,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thdusob, 
of  Pennsylvania,  took  np,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
IThole,  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a 
Penitentiar;  in  the  District  of  Ootumbia.  An 
amendment  was  proposed  to  the  bill  \»j  Mr. 
Thohsoh,  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the  original 
bill,  and  insert  a  new  one.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and,  after  some  oonversation,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Honse,  and  orderad  to  he 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  further  regolit- 
lug  the  aooountability  of  pnhlio  tif&cera,  next 
underwent  some  discnssion  in  Oommittee  of 
tbe  Whole,  where  it  was  sapported  by  Messrs. 
HuoLTOK  and  TAmrixu  It  was  opposed  hy 
Ifr.  Cart,  on  the  ground  of  its  going  to  enlarge 
the  patnuiage  of  the  Exeoutive,  and  incresse^ 
instead  of  economiza  the  public  expenditure. 
He  failed,  however,  in  sucoessive  motions,  to 
amend  the  bill,  and  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  adjonraed. 

TuESDAT,  April  4. 
The  resolution  offered  some  dsys  since  br 
Mr.  UnsoBB,  callinK  for  information  in  relatiMi 
to  the  cargoes  of  toe  slave  ships  Oonstitution, 
Louisa,  and  Mariuo,  the  discussion  of  which 
was  arrested  yeeterd^  by  the  firKasu,  on  Mr 
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Od  tiiia  re«>laUon  Uie  debate  ww  &rther  oon- 
tmoed  by  ICeaars.  MiBan,  Vsm,  and  FoBSTTH. 
ICr.  Whrk  oSbkA  a  sUf^t  auwodment,  wbicb 
WM  Moepted  by  Ifr.  Uuokb  h  a  modiSoation 
of  his  motioD ;  umI,  after  some  ezplaaatioaB  bj 
Mr.  FoBSTTH,  and  obMrratioDS  Id  complete  ex- 
enlpation  of  the  cbaraotw  of  Jndgo  Tata,  the 
ooMtuni  waa  taken  on  tbe  resolntl<ui,  M  modi- 
fied, in  tlie  following  fbnn : 

Raolitd,  TIM  the  Secreiarr  of  the  IVewary  b« 
directed  to  commoiJcate  to  itaa  Hodm,  inch  por~ 
tkm  of  tbepmceedingi  of  the  Jndice  of  the  Superior 
Ooort  of  Weal  Florida,  usOag  w  ComniatJoner  on- 
,der  the  ninth  article  of  tbe  treatr  of  lid  Febraarr, 
1811*,  as  relates  to  the  rights  of  oerteJD  peracHui 
tbtann  named  to  tbe  oreoei  of  the  elaTe  veeseli, 
Conatitation,  Louiae,  and  Harino ;  aod  that  he 
also  oODunnuioate  the  amoant  of  the  eevenU  fume 
af  money,  if  aoj,  paid  to  the  said  daheanta  re- 
nectlTdj ;  the  dates  of  tbe  pajmeot,  and  the  an- 
thorit;  nnder  irhich  thej  hare  been  made. 

Thna  modified,  the  reeolotion  was  agreed  to. 

Kr.  I>Bi.TTO>  moved  the  fallowing ; 

BaoUtd,  That  the  eonatitutlDn  be  ao  amended, 
Ihat,  if  no  candidate  for  the  PreaidencT  of  the 
raited  9tatea  (ball  receire  a  majority  of  the  whole 
Bamt>eT  of  Tolea  in  the  primuy  ooUegee  of  electora, 
Ikat  the  candidate  haTJag  the  two  highest  nnmben 
on  the  fiat,  thall  again  be  voted  for  in  the  tame 
Banner  as  at  the  fint  ballot;  the  vole*  at  the 
eaeond  baOot  to  be  counted  bj  Sutes;  and  that 
tbe  election  for  the  Vice  Preddenoj  of  tbe  United 
States  ahaQ,  nnder  the  same  circumstanoea,  motatl* 
mntandia,  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  and 
be  regulated  by  the  same  primnplea. 

Bfolted,  That  no  one  who  waa  an  elector  of  tbe 
President  and  Ttce  Preeideat  la  the  primary  col- 
legea,  diall  be  ^gible  aa  an  elector  at  the  second 

Tham  resolntaoni  were  rdbrred  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  twoDty-ftor,  on  the  general  snb- 


of  niinois,waa  referred  to  tbe  Oommittae  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union — Ayee  03, 
Hays  69. 

"gwrfptd;  bytta  Semitt  amd  Home  o/JUpmeiHif 
Sutt  cf  tin  United  Slalti  of  Aauriea  in  Coiamt  lu- 
taiiltd,  liBo-lAiniM  of  hoth  Houttt  concmrtng^  that 
tbe  liidlowii^  ameodnient  to  the  Consu'tudon  of  the 
United  Btalea  be  propoeed  to  tbe  Lcgislataree  of 
the  several  Staiea ;  and  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
iMdetnrea  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be 
T*^  to  all  tnlenta  and  purpose*,  aapait  of  the  said 


"Kopi 

office  of  Freaii  

time,  diall  again  be  eligible  to  that 

Mitnon  to  Panama. 

Tbe  Honae  then  went  into  Committee  d  the 

"Whole,  Mr.  SranmoH,  of  Virginia,  in  the 

cbaia,  on  tbe  rq^xMrt  of  the  Oommlttee  of  For* 


I  on  the  MoBMge  <a  .   _ 

of  the  United  States,  proponng  to  send  Hinit- 

ten  to  Panama;  wbjoh  report  conclndes  with  a 

recommendation  of  the  following  resolve,  via ; 

"  KoBltei,  That,  b  tbe  oidoion  of  the  House,  it  la 


IGnliterB  to  the  Congress  of  Fauama" — 

And  the  amendmoDt  offered  by  Mr.  MoLan^ 
of  Delaware,  Toeterdaj,  being  under  oontddera* 
tloD,  in  tbe  following  words : 

"It  being  endentood,  as  the  opinion  of  this 
Honge,  that,  aa  U  has  always  been  the  settled  policy 
of  this  OovenuDent,  In  extending  our  commerdal 
reladona  with  fbt^gn  nations,  to  bare  with  them  aa 
httle  political  connection  ai  possible ;  to  preserre 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendship,  with  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entangUng  atliancee  with  none ;  the 
HInistere  who  may  be  sent  atiall  attend  at  the  add 
Congrese  In  a  ^plonwtic  character  merely;  and 
ought  not  to  be  aathoriaed  to  discoss,  ccndder,  ot 
consult  upon  any  proportion  of  alliance,  ofleoriva 
or  deliiDaiTa,  between  this  eoontry  and  any  of  the 
South  American  Go«emnenlai  or  any  nipulation, 
oompact,  or  deolaradon,  bhidlog  the  United  Btatea 
In  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  interference 
from  abroad,  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
afbreaaid  GoTernmanta;  or  any  meaaore  wUch 
shall  commit  tbe  present  or  talan  neuttal  rights  or 
dutlea  of  theee  United  States,  either  m  may  regard 
European  nations  or  between  the  several  Statea  of 
Ueiico  and  South  America." 

Mr.  MoLaHK,  preaniiung  that  the  amondiDent 
be  bad  ofibred  yeeterda;  waa  still  within  bia 
control,  desired  to  modl^  i^  by  adding  to  it 
tbe  following : 

"  I^avine  tbe  United  Stales  free  to  adopt.  In  any 
event  whl(£  may  happen,  aifeotlng  the  relatione  6t 
the  South  American  Oovemments  with  each  other, 
or  with  fiireiKD  natlona,  snch  measures  as  the 
(rieodly  dlipoeition  oherlihed  by  the  American  pe» 
pie,  towarda  the  people  of  thoae  Btatea,  and  the 
honor  and  hitereats  ol  this  nation,  may  dictate." 

In  submitting  this  reaoluUon,  Ur.  MoLain 
said  he  hadbeenaotnatedby  a  tense  of  tbe  dn^ 
ho  owed  to  himself  and  to  thoea  who  bad  hon- 
ored him  with  a  eeat  on  thisfloor.  Hebad«a- 
deavored,  in  wording  the  reeolntion.  to  em- 
brace all  those  prineiplea  which  bad  coaracter- 
ixed  the  policy  of  the  United  States  from  our 
earlieat  histor; ;  and  bis  great  oUeot  in  o&ring 
it,  waa  to  preserve  ttiat  policy  nnlmpaired.  E« 
had  founded  the  resolntton  on  principle  wholly. 
He  was  lediffereat  what  was  the  plirsseology 
employed,  and  was  ready  to  submit  to  any  moit- 
ifioation  which  might  be  propoeed,  provided  it 
did  not  Impair  the  foroe  and  virtne  at  the  reso- 
Intioo  in  Uie  preservation  of  the  prinoiplee  it 
oout^ned. 

The  measure  to  which  It  related,  waa  one  of 
great  importanoe,  and  was  whoUy  novel  and 
nnpreoedented.  The  manner  in  whiob  it  had 
been  at  first  presented,  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  siuoe  oondnoted,  and  in  which  tbia 
Hoose  bad  now  been  called  to  deliberate  opon 
It,  all  went  to  show  that  it  was  novel  in  itf 
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charMter.  H«  did  not  wish  to  be  nnderatood  to 
ny  tbat  it  was  therefore  improper  or  ioexpedi- 
eDt;  but  it  WM  oertainl;  novel,  and  it  wu 
therefore  the  Aatj  of  the  House  to  ponder  it 
wall.  He  oonsidered  it  as  a  sobjeot  on  which 
the  HoDse  conld  not  be  left  too  free  in  its  delib- 
erations ;  no  eitraneona  inflaenoe  of  an  j  kind 
ought  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  its  diwoanon. 
He  did  not  thiok  that  the  source  from  whence 
it  proceeded  onght  to  have  the  smaUest  influ- 
ence; with  him  it  had  none;  it  ndther 
weakened  the  force  of  the  condderationa  in- 
volved in  the  measure  itself,  nor  did  it  in  the 
least  strengthen  them.  He  professed  to  feel, 
and  he  did  feel,  all  proper  respect  to  the  fuuo- 
tionories  of  the  GorernmcDt — all  that  it  became 
him  to  feel  as  a  member  of  this  Hoose :  he  did 
not  profesB  more,  nor  did  he  feel  an;  more.  He 
thoT^ht  it  very  injudicious  to  connect  with  this 
deliberation  anv  influence  of  an  exlriosic  kind. 
Etbtj  proposed  meaanre  of  the  Government 
ahoDld  De  left  to  stand  on  its  own  baus.  If  the 
pr««eiit  mewnre  was  to  be  considered  on  account 
of  the  source  from  which  it  proceeded,  that 
source  should  have  had  the  whole  reeponsibilit?. 
But  when  the  Eieontive  throws  it  ofi^  and  sub- 
mits the  measnre  to  this  House,  it  oomea  here 
A-ee  from  all  oonneotiou  with  that  influence. 
The  memben  of  the  House  are  called  to  deliber- 
ate on  it,  on  their  own  responubilit;.  Thecon- 
stitationaJ  req>onaibilitj  pertains  alone  to  the 
ExecDtive  Departraeut.  None  other  has  to  do 
with  it  as  a  public  measDre.  If  it  bad  ori^- 
nated  in  the  Executive  Department,  and  been 
carried  on  by  it  alone,  whatover  consequenoes 
of  good  or  evil  might  flow  flrom  it,  the  entire 
amount  of  reaponsibtlitr  would  devolve  on  the 
Executive  tdoue.  I^  in  this  case,  the  Executive 
had  assumed  this  legitimate  and  constitutional 
responfilbility — if  the  President,  after  the  Senate 
faaa  approved  of  this  mtsaioa,  had  come  to  this 
House  and  asked  aimplj  for  an  appropriation, 
Ur.  MoL.  would  have  been  willing  to  grant  it 
with  fewer  gcmples  than  be  now  felt ;  because, 
then  the  President  would  have  had  the  whole 
reeponsihililj.  But  the  Kxeoutive  had,  be 
would  not  saj  shunned  the  reeponsihility,  bat 
had  not  assumed  the  whole  oouBtitulloD^  re- 
sponsibilit;  which  belonged  to  him.  He  does 
insulwtanceHaj',  that  elthongh  in  his  Judgment, 
it  was  proper  tliat  Ministers  diould  be  sent  and 
should  attend  tltia  Congreea,  7et  he  will  not 
send  them  nnleas  this  Honse  eipreaaes  its  appro- 
bation of  the  measure,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
ahare  the  reeponsibititj,  and  shall  saj  it  is  right 
that  it  should  be  done.  B7  choosing  this  course, 
the  President  submits  Uie  meaanre  to  the  free 
determination  of  Congress.  He  says  he  cannot 
send  these  Uinistara  withont  onr  approbation, 
and  he  therefore  submits  the  plan  to  our  free 
deliberation,  Iiay  I  do  not  censure  this  course, 
and  I  am  ver?  sincere  in  so  sajiug;  there  is 
maoh  in  the  novelty  and  peculiar  <£aracter  of 
this  meainre,  which  may  moke  it  pradeuC  in  the 
Executive  to  choose  such  a  course ;  bnt,  when 
1 UV  this,  It  is  ufiTerthelest  true,  that  the  mesa- 
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ure  is  submitted  to  us,  and  that  we  must  wc~ 
presa  an  opinion  upon  it.  We  oamiot  reocan- 
mend  the  measure  withont  being  a  party  to  it. 
The  President  Rsks  us  not  only  fbr  money,  bat 
for  OUT  opinion  also.  If  he  had  asked  for  mon«ty 
only,  I  would  give  it  with  less  hentatim,  but 
he  asks  the  Uonse  to  decide  on  the  pnqtriety  of 
the  measnre.  His  request  is  sabmitted  to  tba 
Committee  of  Foreign  Aflbira,  who,  aftm  AiU 
investigation,  recommend  areeolntion,  exprea*- 
ing  the  opinion  of  this  House  In  &Tor  of  the 
expediency  of  the  mission. 

If  I  have  not  entirely  mistaken  this  mtijeot, 
I  think  the  time  has  arrived  in  whioh  this  Honae 
is  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon  some 
of  the  topics  connected  with  this  mission.  It 
is  due  to'  ourselvee ;  it  is  dne  to  the  Preudent ; 
it  is  due  to  the  oonntry,  that  we  should  express 
an  opinion.  Things  which  are  now  floating  In 
the  imaginatioiu  of  gentlemen;  which  serve 
to  b^et  variona  polttioa}  HpeoulatlMis;  to  mis- 
lead our  functionaries  abroad ;  to  deooriRte  their 
argumwitB,  or  make  a  figure  in  their  diplomatio 
communications,  are  likely  soon  to  become  no 
niwubatantial  pageant.  It  is  time  they  were 
brought  to  some  definite  form — that  they  were 
brought  down  to  our  judgments;  that  we  mi^ 
see  what  they  are,  and  d^  with  them  aa  they 
deserve.  Ever  since  the  memoraUe  Kessage  <» 
the  late  President  Honroe,  we  have  seen  the 
misconstructions  to  which  certojo  parte  of  that 
Ueeeage  have  been  exposed ;  we  have  seen,  too^ 
the  consequences  to  which  they  have  led. 
Those  expressions  have  been  seized  upon  and 
cherished  by  onr  public  functionaries;  and  now 
we  assail  them  for  proceeding  on  the  ground  of 
that  language,  though  we  have  done  nothiiw 
to  disavow  it.  If  we  disapproved  the  oantt 
ment,  or  did  not  intend  to  adopt  it,  we  ought  to 
have  acted  befbre.  We  ought  to  have  said  ao 
when  the  Message  was  delivered. 

Mr.  OheJnnan,  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to 
the  explanation  which  is  given  in  oonveraetion, 
and  in  the  langn^  of  debate,  in  another  quarter, 
respecting  this  Message.  It  will  not  do  to  treat 
it  OS  a  pledge  from  ourselves  to  ourselves,  or  aa 
desigoed  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opin- 
ion of  this  nation  into  the  cause  of  these  Oov- 
ernmenta.  Nor  can  it  be  considered  aa  having 
performed  ite  office,  becanse  foreign  intorfw- 
ence  has  not  hitherto  been  made.  lu  efficacy  is 
to  be  tasted  when  the  danger  comes ;  and  if  it 
provennreai,  thenit  will  be  any  thing  but  moral. 
What;  then,  does  italangDBge  mean!  What  does 
itgiveoDtt  Is  it  a  declaration  »»tonw«)»only 
— to  be  good  if  otlierB  are  alarmed  at  its  sound, 
and  good  for  nothing  if  they  have  the  temerity 
to  disr^ard  it !  Is  it  simply  a  vaporing  I  Or 
doca  it  contain  substance  i  We  say  we  will  not 
took  with  indiflbrenoe  on  certain  attempte  o(  the 
powera  of  £ur<q>e  in  respect  to  Sonth  America. 
The  snbstence  of  this  declaration  evidently  ia,  that 
wearepreparedtoresistany saohattompL  This 
Is  either  the  hdding  out  a  threat  with  the  hope 
that  that  threat  would  be  anffldent,  or  it  meana 
that  we  intend  to  ezecnte  the  thieat,  when  ths 
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UmeforexMutingitBlullHrive.  lathiawhatii 
mmntl  IfitiBnoi,thetbRatBbonld not b« nude; 
or  if  made,  alioidd  not  b«  reoogoized.  Sop- 
fpAog  tbe  ariab  ihoxM  aniTe,  and  this  dedarm- 
tion  ■boold  be  nnderatood  a«  meaning  reaiat- 
asea:  What  can  we  annvert  Oan  we  tdl 
ibeao  powera,  tbat  wo  meant  onlj  to  take  a 
moral  attamda  1  That  tbe  exprenion  of  the 
tnMeaxt  warn  merely  a  deolaratjon  of  onr  ab- 
Mnot  (qniuonat  lliat  it  waa  made  wlthoot 
any  intention  ever  to  eart?  it  into  effect  t  Sir, 
I  am  anwQling  to  plaoe  mjaelf  or  mf  oonntry 
in  that  attitnde. 

But  tbe  qneitian  now  auaumee  a  grBver 
diaraoter.  Ttie  redstanoe  implied  !d  tbat 
threat,  ia  now  to  be  a  matter  of  fbrmal  and 
poUio  diaoDasioa.  It  is  to  be  diaoosaed  at 
Panama.  And  we  are  oaDed  on  to  Rive  an 
opinioii  in  rei&tion  tothe  expediency  of  diaonaa- 
iiig  it  there.  Here  ia  wbere  the  anhjeot  prewet 
on  me.  If  we  were  left  aSoat,  it  vtmM  be 
another  thin^:  but  we  are  oalled  to  act.  We 
esimot  avoid  it  if  we  would.  Ooold  Oua 
Hooae,  or  woold  it,  avoid  etpnmog  an  opinion 
vpaa  thia  topic,  if  it  were  now  submitted  for 
nor  l^palative  aoUon^-V  we  were  oalled  on  to 
anaUe  the  Ezeondve  to  cany  it  into  eSeott 
Cotainly  it  ooold  not  It  i«  tme  the  sal^ect  ia 
BOt  now  brought  Aare  for  a  deoiuon ;  but  it  ia 
oanied  to  Panama,  and  we  are  to  eend  Mtnia- 
teia  there  for  the  ezprees  porpose  of  diKnasiog, 
arranging,  and  rednoii^  it  to  some  definite 
■tiriil«tr>n.  It  becomea  the  daty  of  the  House 
to  oonnder  Well  audi  a  posture  of  thinoal 

Aa  to  the  natnre  of  the  Oongreae  at  Panama, 
flie  view  I  propoae  at  preaent  to  take  of  the 
general  sabject,  in  explanation  of  my  amend- 
ment, relievea  me  &om  tbe  naoeaaity  of  any 
Tery  minate  oondderatioD  of  it,  and  I  have  no 
iadxe  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  onneoee- 
aary  ranarka.  I  most  be  permitt«d  to  aay, 
(ai^  I  am  ainoere  in  the  deolaratioi^  that  I  do 
not  ooncnr  with  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
latiima  in  th«r  view  of  this  Oongreas.  I  do 
not  mean  m  to  what  ia  to  be  done  there  by  onr 
Xzniatera,  hot  as  to  the  inteutdona  of  tbe  par- 
tiea  thwnaelves  in  this  Oongreas.  I  have  no 
idea  that  it  ia  to  be  a  mere  diplomatic  meeting 
■a  legaida  tbe  South  American  States.  I  thin! 
that  the  ddibwationa  there  are  Intended  to  be 
Undin^  on  the  parties,  witbont  any  reviuon  of 
ila  daciriona,  by  tlieir  renieotive  Govemmenta. 


I,  by  tlieir  reqieoti' 
J  aik,  bow  did  that  Oongreas  at  first  originate  t 
Tin  Sonth  American  States  agreed  npon  it  by 
treatiea  l>etweea  each  other — it  is  in  those 
tavatiee  that  the  powers  of  this  Oongreae  are  to 
be  foond — and  when  we  oonanlt  the  treaties, 
we  find  that  the  Oongreaa  ia  the  reaolt  of  a 
"  otxBpaot  of  mdon,  league,  and  ecmfbderation ; 
it  ia  to  be  charged  with  eementing,  in  the  moat 
•did  and  stable  manner,  the  inUmato  relBtions 
which  onght  to  exist  netween  all  and  every 
one  of  the  oontracting  parllea ;  it  ia  to  serve  aa 
a  cooncil  in  tbe  great  conflict^  as  a  rallying 
point  in  the  common  dangers,  as  a  fijthful  in- 
tnpreter  of  theh-  pnblio  treatiei  when  dlffl- 


oolties  ooonr,  and  as  an  nmpire  and  ooadliat(» 

in  their  disputes  and  diflbrencee.  All  theee 
objects  ore  to  be  aooomplisbed  by  the  Chngrttif 
not  by  the  pardt*  creating  it,  and  it  moat  ne- 
cessarily have  the  power  ot  giving  effect  to  Ita 
own  deoisirao.  Each  party  to  die  Oongress 
most  be  bonnd  by  ite  acts,  as  they  wonld  be 
boand  by  a  treaty;  for  it  is  by  treaty  stipnla- 
tion  tbey  have  conferred  ita  powers.  The  very 
reservations  in  the  treatjes  with  respect  to  this 
Oongreae,  ia  oondnrive  proof  of  the  view  1 
have  advanced.  That  reeervation  extends  only 
to  their  national  sovereignty  over  their  moniof 
pal  a&hir^  and  to  their  relatlona  with  fordgn 
nadons,  not  parties  to  the  Oonfederation,  or 
Oongress.  The  eieroiae  of  these  is  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  Oongreae ;  bnt  with  this  ex- 
oeptlon,  there  is  no  UmitaUon  npon  its  powers ; 
aa  to  all  othw  matters  ita  acta  mnst  be  recog- 
nized as  Innding;  and  anppoae  onr  Ministers 
eboold  oondnde  a  treaty  with  any  of  the  Bonth 
American  Btetaa  at  thia  Congress,  and  any  diffi- 
otdty  should  afterwards  arise  as  to  its  interpre- 
tation, who  are  to  be  tbe  arbiters  of  the  dis- 
pntet    The  Oongress  at  Panama. 

None  will  deny  that  tbe  settled  polity  of  thia 
oonntry  baa  been  not  only  pacific  and  nentr^ 
but  has  been  to  avoid,  as  &r  aa  pcesible,  all  par- 
tidpatlon  in  the  oonoems  of  other  powers,  all 
political  connections  and  entangling  aUlanoss. 
and  associations  not  neceseary  for  commercial 
porposee.  It  is  for  the  interest  and  b^>pineaB 
of  the  people  that  sncb  a  pohcj  should  prevul, 
and  it  is  tbe  duty  of  the  Oovenuamit  to  make  it 
prevail.  It  is  the  dnty  of  a  wise  Government 
to  censolt  the  true  and  permanent  interest  of 
the  nation  over  which  it  is  the  guardian :  it 
pertaina  to  snoh  a  Government  not  to  act  nnder, 
DQt  to  repress  all  pnldic  excitement  of  this  kind, 
thongh  it  be  in  the  main  the  exoesa  of  a  good 
feeling.  Public  sympathy  may  be  often  aroosad, 
and  the  people  nnder  snoh  excitement  will  ea- 
gerly espoose  tbe  oaose  of  a  suffering  nati<Hi.  In 
snoh  a  crisis,  it  beoomee  tbe  Oovernment  to 
keep  a  steady  conrse  of  policy,  and  avoid  the 
sorroonding  danger.  The  moment  it  casts  loose 
from  those  moorings  of  fixed  and  steady  prin- 
ciple, we  are  all  afloat  and  liable  to  be  drawn 
about  by  every  gnst  of  popular  excitement.  Tbe 
'nentrality  of  I76S  was  proclaimed  by  "tbe 
Father  uf  his  Oonntry"  npon  this  principle:  it 

an  act  of  the  cool  bnt  firm  moderation  of 

__.  ?(fD0rM»«nf  operating  on  the  p«>pl(/ it  was 
the  basis  of  this  nentral  policy,  ana  waa  the 
preservation  of  tbe  country.  The  American 
people  WAS  infinitely  more  excited  in  behalf  of 
the  French  Revolution  than  it  is  now  in  tbe 
oaose  of  these  Sonth  American  Statee ;  and  waa 
snch  as  woold  have  carried  the  nation  into  a 
,  bnt  for  the  wisdom  and  coolnese  of  the 
GovernmenL  The  lame  was  the  case  with  re- 
apeot  to  tbe  Greek  strng^e.  It  waahuled  widt 
acolamation  in  every  part  of  this  country,  bat 
tbe  Qovemment  moved  steadily  on  and  kept 
down  tbe  excess  of  feeling.  The  same  was  the 
case  with  regard  to  til*  Sowt  AmerioBB  States. 
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This  was  anotber  oaaa  la  which  the  modarstion 
of  the  Goveminant  oonnteraoted  and  controlled 
^e  public  eioitemeati.  Gentlemeii  all  reooll«ct 
how  slow  we  were,  how  oautious  and  deliberate 
in  acknowledging  their  tadepeadenca.  This  cars 
and  caution  was  the  act  of  the  Government,  and 
wascaastderedbjBomeuveijoensnrable.  Bat, 
in  my  Jodgmeat,  it  waa  wise  and  Mlotar;.  So 
in  the  present  cose,  it  ia  die  dutj  of  the  GoTem- 
ment — it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  interpow, 
and  to  prevent  oar  being  honied  Into  meaaoree 
inoom^ible  with  onr  fandameatal  policv.  If 
neatrality  is  oor  settled  p<dioT,  thej  should  have 
reasons  of  the  strongeet  and  most  eatiefkctoiy 
kind,  who  desire  to  change  it ;  ud  I  am  oom- 
pelled  to  mj,  all  that  part  of  the  Hecsage  whidi 
relates  to  this  subject  ia  nnBatiafactorf  to  ma.  I 
cannot  assent  to  its  reasoning.  It  taliea  this 
valedictory  addreaa  of  the  Father  of  his  OoontiT 
as  the  fanndation  of  oor  neatral  polioj.  Bnt  it 
was  aot  so.  That  policy  was  commensarattt 
with  the  rery  existence  of  the  Goremment,  or, 
if  not  with  its  exiitenoe,  it  originated  at  least  Hs 
earlj  as  'Q8.  That  raledlotorj  address  did  not 
create  the  poUcf.  The  polioy  ezt«t«d  already. 
It  was  laid  in  the  foutdationa  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  addreaa  only  advised  the  oonntry  to 
oontiane  to  adhere  to  it.  The  ot^ect  of  the  ad- 
dress, I  repeat  it,  waa  not  to  originate  bat  to 
continne  this  policy.  I  think  ita  spirit  haa 
equally  been  mistaken.  If  I  have  not  greatly 
miBondaretood  its  import,  it  had  no  relation  to 
any  partioalar  people  or  partioalar  time,  bat 
embraced  all  tdme  and  all  people,  lie  great 
object  it  had  in  view  was  to  keep  ne  oat  of  the 
qparrels  of  aU  other  nationi;  to  disoonneot  as 
m>m  their  dispatee  and  broils,  whoever  and 
wherever  thev  might  be,  Ita  opwadon  would 
be  to  leave  the  oonntry  antxammelled,  and  to 
prawrve  to  it  the  right  of  fr«e  deliberation  when 
any  orids  ahonid  arUe  whioh  called  npon  it  to 
act.  There  may  hjtve  existed  additional  and 
peculiar  motivee  to  reoommend  tiiia  policy  at 
that  partionlw  time,  and  in  regard  to  European 
nations. 

Ur.  WiBBmt  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
at  present  to  do  more  than  to  state,  in  very 
few  words,  what  he  thought  of  this  amendment. 
When  it  was  moved  by  ^e  honorable  member, 
looking  at  it  aa  the  effort  to  better  a  measnre 
which  the  honorable  member  meant  to  sapport, 
and  not  as  a  mere  operative  in  debate,  he  bad 
felt  a  very  alnoere  ^ipodMon  to  agree  to  it  for 
onet  Bnt  it  appeared  to  him  Impossible  to  do 
BO,  without  depordnK  from  prindple,  as  well  as 
precedent  It  would  be,  aa  he  thought  to  give 
Instmcdona,  by  this  Honae^  to  a  foreign  Minister. 
Disguise  it  as  we  might,  the  sabatanoe  was, "  we 
will  agree  ttiat  the  Minister  shall  ga  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  draw  his  instmctions.''  He  woald 
ask  two  questions:  First  Does  not  the  consti- 
taUon  veet  the  Exeontive  power  in  the  Fresi- 
deot?  Seoond.  Isnotthe^vingof  instructions 
to  Ministers  obroad,an  exercise  of  Executive 
power  t  Why  ahonid  we  take  this  reqionnbilitj 
npon  onnelves )    He  denied  that  the  Pre^dent 


MM.  [krwa^  ISSS. 

bad  devolved,  or  oonid  devolve,  hia  own  oona\i- 

tntional  responsibility,  or  any  part  of  it,  aa  this 
noose.  The  President  had  sent  the  subject  to 
the  House  for  ita  conomrence,  by  voting  tlia 
neceseary  appropriation.  Beyom  this,  th« 
Honse  was  not  called  on  to  aot.  We  might 
reftise  the  appropriation^  if  we  saw  fiL  We 
had  the  power  to  do  so :  bnt  we  had  not,  as  h» 
thought,  power  to  make  our  vote  conditicoal, 
and  to  attach  instrnctions  to  it.  There  was  a 
war,  indeed,  in  which  this  House  might  expresL 
ana  often  tn^t  to  expreae  its  opinion,  in  regard 
to  onr  foreign  poUtics.  Tbat  is,  by  resoludon. 
He  agreed,  entirely,  vrith  the  genUenun,  that, 
if  the  House  were  of  opinion  tliat  a  wrong 
coarse  waa  given  to  our  foreign  relationa, 
it  ought  to  ssv  so,  and  to  say  so  by  some  meae- 
□re  that  shoiild  aSbct  the  whola,  end  not  a 
part  of  our  diplomatic  interoonrse.  It  ouf^t  to 
oontfol  ^  nusdons,  and  not  one  only.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Uinistors  at  Panama 
should  act  nndar  these  restrictions,  which  did 
not  equally  apply  to  otber  dlpiomatio  agraits: 
for  example,  to  our  Ministers  at  Oolombia, 
Mexioo,  or  the  other  new  States.  A  resolntjon, 
expressive  of  the  sense  bf  the  House,  would, 
on  Uie  contrary,  lead  to  instructions  to  be 
given  to  them  all — a  resolation,  therefore,  was 
the  regnlar  mode  of  proceeding.  We  saw,  for 
instaooe,  in  looMng  at  these  dooaments,  that 
oor  Govemm^tt  has  declared  to  some  of  the 
Governments  of  Europe — perhaps  it  haa  de- 
clared to  ail  the  princip^  powers— that  we 
could  not  consent  to  t^e  truisfar  of  Cuba  to 
any  European  power.  No  doubt  the  Execntive 
Government  can  maintain  that  ground  only  so 
long  as  it  receives  the  approbation  and  snppwt 
of  Oongreas.  If  Oongress  be  of  opinion  tbat 
this  oourse  of  policy  ia  wrong,  then  he  agreed 
it  waa  in  the  power,  and  he  thought,  indeed, 
the  duty  of  Oongress  to  interfere,  and  to  expren 
its  dissent.  If  the  amendment  now  oSeied 
prevailed,  the  deolarations,  so  distinctly  msde 
on  this  point,  could  not  be  repeated,  under  any 
aircnm^Anoee.  at  Panama.  Bnt  they  migfati 
nevertheless,  be  repeated  anywhere,  and  every- 
where else.  Therefore,  if  we  dissent  from  this 
opinion,  tbat  dissent  should  be  declared  by  reso- 
lation ;  and  that  would  change  the  whole  oouias 
of  our  diplomatic  oorre(^>ondenoe  on  that  so  t^ect, 
in  all  plaoee.  If  any  gentleman  thinks,  there- 
fore, (and  such  opinions  have  been  expressed,) 
tbat  we  ought  to  take  no  meaanre,  under  any 
circnmstanoes,  to  prevent  the  tranter  of  Gabs 
Into  the  hands  of  any  Government  European  or 
American,  let  him  bring  forward  his  resolution 
to  that  effect  If  it  sh^  pase,  it  will  effectually 
prevent  the  repetition  of  auch  declarations  as 
have  been  made.  Mr.  W.  aaid  he  woald  not 
continue  his  observations,  holding  the  floor,  at 
present,  only  through  the  courtesy  of  the  hon<^ 
able  member  near  him,  from  Virginia.  Ue 
would  reoapitnlate  only  his  otjjeotious  to  this 
amendment  It  was  unprecedented,  nothing  of 
the  kind  having  been  attempted  before.  It 
wa^  iuhis<^iinion,nnooiistit[itioiial;  aaltwai 
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taUag  tbe  pmper  raaponribility  from  the  Exec- 
otive,  Kid  exerdsing^  onrwlveB,  m  power  wbicb, 
from  it«  nature,  Mlooge  to  the  Exeontive, 
■id  not  to  DO.  It  was  preecriblng,  hj  the 
Hooae,  the  iiutmo^oni  for  a  Uinteter  abroad. 
It  waa  nngatorj,  m  it  attaobed  ooodittoiis 
irtiicb  m^t  be  oompBed  with,  or  mtaht 
not  And  lartl^,  if  gentlenwn  (bov^t  It  fin- 
portMtt  to  ezpreaa  the  Benaa  ot  Uie  Honae  on 
tbeae  anIgMt*,  or  any  of  tbem,  the  regular  and 


enatomo^  wa^  waa  hy  readntioa.    At  prcaent, 
itKemeatohim"  .... 

priatioa  without 
Freaiileat  had  kid  Um  oaae  before 


1  without  ouidmcma,  oi 


ifidenoe 


a  ot  tbe  character  of  the  meeting,  or  ita 
'  '  3  to  iritbhold  the  appropriatioi], 
~  ~'er  to  do  80.  If  we  had  not  ao 
«  in  the  fixeontive,  ai  to  render 
na  wHIing  to  trait  to  the  oonstitational  ezerdae 
ot  the  Kteontive  power,  we  have  power  to  re- 
fbae  tbe  money.  It  ii  a  direct  qaeetion  of  aye 
or  no.  If  the  Kinistera  to  be  aent  to  Panama 
BWf  not  be  trtut«d  to  act  like  other  Minlatero, 
under  the  inetroclioiia  of  the  EzeontiTe,  thej 
oodit  not  to  go  at  aU. 

Mr.  FowKLi.  addreeeed  tbs  oommittee  to  tbe 
following  a&ct : 

I  ant  in  bvw,  Mr.  Obalrman,  ctf  tbe  pnqraaed 
miaioiL ;  and,  of  oonrae,  in  bror  of  the  neoeft' 
«rr  ^tpropriationa  to  oarry  it  into  effect ;  and  I 
wilt  briefly  state  mj  reasons.  When  a  diplo- 
inatio  miBBion  haa  been  reoommended  by  the 
K«»dent,  and  baa  received  the  aanotion  of  the 
Seoaia,  it  ought,  according  to  my  theory  of  tbe 
cnnstitotioii,  to  t>e  an  «nreme  oaae,  that  wonld 
warrant  or  jnatify  this  Honae  in  reftising  mean* 
to  cany  tbe  mimoo  Into  efieoL  The  Preddent 
ud  Sttiate  are  charged  with  the  treaty-making 
power,  and  the  MiperintenileDoe  of  tbe  forragn 
reJationa  of  tbe  nation.  Tliey  poaaeae  the  meana 
of  acquiring  all  tbe  neoeaosry  information,  and 
iatj  rtemanrtH  that  they  gboold  exercise  this 
power  of  knowing  the  tme  state  of  onr  foreign 
relartona.  They  aretbeoonstitndxmaljQdgeaof 
tbe  policy  and  propriei^  of  all  foreign  miMions. 
If  ti>^  abaaa  tbii  power,  or  nee  h  nnwariiy, 
Ibe  reepondbility  leeta  with  them — they  moat 
ancwer  to  tbe  oonntiT.  I  will  not  «ay  that 
oeeaaiona  conld  not  occar,  where,  under  partion- 
lar  CKBimwtaooea,  it  would  not  be  in  tbe  power 
of  tiua  Honae — nay,  where  It  might  be  their 
imperative  dnty  to  withhold  the  means  of 
aarryiiig  the  propoaed  mlidon  into  effect.  Bnt 
BDch  a  oaae  oo^t  to  be  palpaUe  aad  ttrOdng. 
Tlxaa  prind^ea  bare  been  sanctioned,  witbont 
an  exo^tioa,  within  my  reooUeotJoo,  tma  the 
cripniMrtion  of  tbe  OoTemment. 

The  Preaident  has  recommended  a  mltrion, 
and  nominated  IiDnistere  to  Panama.  The 
Senate,  after  long  and  matnre  detiberation,  haa 
aanciioned  the  measure.  They  are  reaponaible 
for  the  measure ;  we  are  asked  for  an  appropriv 
tioa  to  carry  thia  meanire  into  eSeat.  Unlesa 
we  see  disUnctly  that  the  happineea  or  tbe  peace 
of  (be  nation  ia  to  be  endangered  by  thia  minion, 
Kia  our  dnty  to  voto  tvr  tbe  meant.    It  is  not 


a  meaeare  may  operate  upon  the  complicated 
and  variona  relataooa  we  hold  with  other 
nations,  and  to  pronounce  upon  Ite  expedieDc;^. 
This  would  be  a  departure  Itom  our  consti- 
tational  sphere,  and  SBsaming  rceponubilitiea 
not  devolved  upon  us.  It  la  enough  for  us  to 
inquire  whether  this  measure  hasaras  the  peace, 
or  prostratee  tbe  great  intereata  of  tbe  nadon. 
If  we  are  not  satisfied  that  anob  resolts  are 
probable,  we  ought  to  rote  for  the  ^>pro- 
priation. 

Before  I  prooeed  to  examine  Uiese  questions, 
I  Trill  advert  to  the  policy  we  have  pnisued, 
and  the  tbeliags  manifested  by  the  people  of 
thia  oanntry  in  relation  to  the  South  American 
BepubUoa,  from  tha  commencement  of  th^ 
'Tu^le  for  aelf-goverament. 

If  dte  United  States  were  capable  of  acting 
on  aelfisb  and  Interested  motivea  exclnsively — 
if  actuated  solely  by  ooosiderationa  of  national 
pre-eminence  on  tbe  American  Oontjnent :  it  Is 
evident  our  pcdlov  wonld  have  been  to  have 
perpetoated  the  colonial  state  of  sMritnde — the 
moral  and  political  degradation  of  Spanish 
America  that  existed  prior  to  llie  mighty 
stm^le  by  wMcb  they  assumed  a  rank  in  tbe 
scale  of  nationa.  In  the  then  state  of  our 
continent,  we  preeented  the  only  effalgent 
point  upon  tbe  political  and  geographic  chart, 
Aronnd  na,  all  waa  dark,  hopetees,  wretched, 
and  degraded.  The  political  and  moral  horizon 
erased  only  to  add  lustre  to  our  brightneA 
Hqipily  for  the  canse  of  liberal  and  enlightened 
mindplea,  the  country  that  gave  them  birtli 
mdul^  no  such  feelings.  We  were  free  and 
happj  ourselves.  We  were  sen«ibla  of  the 
bleeainga  of  our  wise  and  benign  Government. 
We  were  not  yet  sufficiently  politically  hardened 
to  have  beoome  ttaselr  adflm.  We,  at  an  early 
period,  from  tbe  first  dawning  of  hope,  rqoioed 
m  their  sacoeeaee,  and  aympathized  in  th^ 
disasters.  Under  tbe  influence  of  theee  honor- 
able  and  magnanimous  feelings,  impelled  by 
public  aentimeot,  at  the  first  moment,  contistent 
with  Justice  to  onrselves  and  good'  futh  to 
others,  this  Gkivemment,  in  the  year  1828, 
voted  an  appropriation  ta  100,000  dollara  to 
enable  the  President  to  retogtiUe  a  portion  of 
these  States  as  independent,  by  sending  Muisten 
to  them. 

We  stood  foremosL  as  it  became  us  to  do,  in 
reoogni^ng  them,  in  despite  of  the  angry  frowna 
and  threatening  intimations  of  Spain.  Nay, 
more,  we  did  this  in  the  very  teeth,  and  in 
direct  oppOMtlon  to  the  policy,  of  tjie  allied 
sovereigns  of  Europe.  The  act  was  worthy  tb« 
Government,  and  u  strict  accordance  widi  ita 
pTofeaaiona  and  avowed  policy. 

Are  we  prepared,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
to  admit  that  this  magnantmoos  act  was  the 
reeult  of  transient  feeling  and  fieeting  enthusi- 
asm I  or  are  we  determined  to  assert  It  aa  an 
act  of  wisdom.  Justice,  and  phUauthropy  t  We 
I  hare  hitherto  oonMdwed  it  a  snt^eot  of  honeat 
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prida,  that  we  led  the  vrajr,  aod  muked  the 
rood,  b>  the  extension  of  liberal  &nd  enlightened 
priociples.  We  h&ve  believed  that  we  had 
giveo  the  first  great  impolse  to  the  prinmple  of 
self-go  vernment,  as  belonging  loeulighteneaman. 

But  it  maj  be  uud,  that  topics  are  to  be  there 
diaoassed,  and  ral^ecta  to  be  propowdfor  nego- 
tiation, th&t  maj  endanger  the  peace  and  oom- 
prorait  the  high  interests  of  the  nation.  It 
strikes  me,  Ur.  Ohurman,  u  a  novel  doctrine 
In  dipbmacj — that  a  nation  is  to  abstain  from 
negotiating  for  the  security  and  advancement 
of  Its  intereato,  because  subjects  may  he  cUs- 
CDSsed,  and  measures  proposed  for  adoption,  in- 
oousistent  with  neutral  relations,  ana  subver- 
sive of  ita  interests.  Did  the  United  States  vio- 
late its  nentrallt;  in  the  year  1T98,  b;  the  sa)>- 
Jects  discussed  and  the  proposal  made  in  onr 
epecial  message  to  Fnuio»--the  history  of  which 
mission  is  familiar  to  ever;  Mntieman  on  this 
floor?  Should  we  have  violt^  oar  neutral 
relations,  during  the  late  European  war^  by 
any  proposition  made  to  this  Government,  or 
to  its  envoys  abroad,  to  take  part  in  the  war, 
ftnd  the  discussion  of  such  proposition,  resulting 
in  its  reaction  t  I  presume  mis  will  hardly  be 
contended.  It  is  not  the  propositions  made  or 
discussed  between  Ministers,  that  violate  neu- 
tral relations ;  it  is  the  resnlt  of  snob  discns- 
rions  alone,  that  can  have  that  efleot.  If  we 
have  legitimate  ol^ects  to  attain,  by  a  mission 
to  Panama,  we  neither  endanger  our  peace, 
subvert  oar  interests,  nor  violate  our  neutrality. 

Is  not  this  mission  demanded  bj  high  and  im- 
portant considerations,  bearing  direotiy  npon  the 
special  interests  of  the  Union !  In  my  humble 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  a  criminal  derelic- 
tion of  daty,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  to 
hare  declined  the  mission.  I  will  proceed  to 
present  some  of  the  objects  of  deep  interest, 
inviting  the  vigilant  attention  of  this  Govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
These  Southern  Bepublics  having  a  population 
of  thirty  milliona,  abounding  in  all  the  means 
and  resources  of  power — Meiico  alone  covering 
npon  the  map  almost  as  much  space  as  the 
Tjnlted  States,  and  bordering  upon  our  southern 
frontier — are  bound  together  by  common  feel- 
ings, common  interesta,  and  by  solemn  treaties, 
oaenEive  and  defensive.  Can  we  shut  onr  eyes 
npon  the  period  when,  in  the  course  of  hmnan 
events,  collisions  of  interests,  and  Jarrings  of 
policy,  may  place  us  at  issue  with  some  or  all 
of  them  t  Do  we  derive  from  these  oonaidera- 
tiona,  no  motive  to  meet  them  in  discussion, 
npon  subjects  connected  with  our  present  and 
future  relations  with  them  t  May  not  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  if  Judioioasly  employedj  resdlt  in 
the  adjustment  of  a  uniform  eummercial  policy, 
Dpon  a  fixed  basis,  that  may  poatjione,  if  not 
entirely  prevent,  collision  on  this  fruitful  sabjeot 
of  war  t  If  the  aid  of  our  advice  and  ezpe- 
rienoe  can  improve  the  political  or  moral  con- 
dition of  the  Eh)athem  States,  are  we  not  bonnd, 
in  reference  to  onr  own  Intaresta,  to  afford 
them  the  aid  of  both )    Hay  not  our  Uiniaters, 


by  BTgDment  or  pertnarion,  exsrt  a  powarftil 
inflnenoe  in  preventing  sohemea  bung  devised 
and  tnatuvd,  detrimental  to  onr  intereata  botb 
oommerual  and  pditioal  I  Th«a»  geaeral  o«Nt- 
NderatiMiB,  wonld  of  themsdves  am)rd  am  ada- 
quate  motive,  to  my  mind,  fbr  the  miaaioii. 
Thwe  are  some  specific  otyeots,  howevar,  in 
which  we  have  a  aeep  interest,  that  wiU  form 
snl^ects  of  disonsvon  In  the  Coup-ees.  Tbe 
doouments  before  ns  disclose  a  fixed  purpooeL 
on  the  part  of  the  Sonthem  BepubUcs,  to  asMUl 
Spun,  throngh  Onba  and  Porto  Bico,  This 
pnrpoae  has  only  been  delayed  at  oar  e«TiieaC 
solicitation,  and  the  subject  is  for  diacnnon  ait 
the  proposed  Oongreaa. 

I  presume  there  oan  be  bnt  one  araitiiuent 
upon  tills  Bul^ect  in  this  Union.  It  is  detnAod- 
ed  of  this  Qoverament,  by  every  oonsiderataoa 
of  self-preservation — the  great  law  of  natare, 
and  paramoont  to  all  other  law — by  onr  int«r- 
eets,  and  by  humanity,  not  to  sufibr  the  present 
condition  of  Cuba  to  be  altered.  If  this  iBl&ud 
is  revolutionized,  and  they  are  separated  troni 
the  Spanish  Government,  wiiat  are  to  be  the 
consequences  ?  Another  St.  Domingo  tragod; 
la  to  M  acted  over  again.  The  power  goes  into 
the  hands  of  the  black  population,  at  tua  aaori' 
flee  and  extermination  ot  the  whites.  Anarch/, 
oonfiscation,  and  oonftaMon  raisnee.  An  export 
trade  of  sixty  millions,  in  which  we  have  a  deep 
stake,  ia  annihilated.  The  commerce  of  this 
oonntry  reo^vea  a  deep  and  lasting  woond. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fancy  a  picture  of  the  ef- 
fects of  anch  an  event  upon  the  safety  and  tran- 
qi^ty  of  the  slave-holding  States  borderins  on 
Ota  Atlantic.  Are  these  States  prepared  to 
tolerate  another  Haytd,  almost  at  Uieir  thresh- 
old I  I  answer,  as  a  Bepresentative  of  a  slave- 
holding  State,  So,  Again,  look  to  the  poeitioD 
of  Cuba,  in  relation  to  tiie  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  rivera  to  the 
east,  emptying  into  the  Gulf.  Whether  oon- 
Quered  by  the  Sonthem  Republics,  and  held  fbr 
tneir  joint  concern,  orconqnered  by  any  strong 
naval  power  in  Europe,  it  would  afford  the 
means  of  sealing  up  the  commerce  of  one-third 
of  the  territory  of  this  Union,  I  ask  this  com- 
mittee, I  E^peal  especially  to  the  gentiemen  of 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  to  say  whether 
they  are  disposed  quietiy  to  acqnieece  either  in 
the  emsndpation  of  this  island,  with  its  present 
popnlation,  or  to  the  more  probable  event — ita 
conquest  by  the  Sonthem  Republics  npon  joiid 
*     In  the  hands  of  any  strong  naval 


pablica,  it  ia  destined  to  be  the  apple  i 
to  this  country.  Is  not  the  miaaion  tc  Panama, 
in  relation  to  this  subject  alone,  necessuy — 
nay,  is  it  not  absolntely  demanded  by  a  due 
regard  to  our  safety  and  interests!  At  that 
Congress  this  matter  ia  to  be  discussed  and  set- 
tied.  Oaght  not  the  voice  of  this  nation  there 
to  be  heard,  employing,  flrat,  a^nmeot  and 
persnasion,  to  divert  them  from  their  pntpoee  I 
If  these  means  fail,  solemn  protest ;  and,  if  this 
be  ineffectnal  to  etay  them,  tlw  tints  will  thai 
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km  inivAd  Air  ua  to  Mt.  Tha  prcMnt  state  of 
•or  DegotiatioDa  with  Hezioo,  InniiihM  aoother 
■fguaeot  in  &Tor  oS  this  mianiHi.  A  discKp- 
aoej  in  the  ba^  upon  whteb  our  eoDUDBrdal 
rdatiMN  with  her  SoDtfaem  n^fabofe  is  to 
■Und,  wcwld  Im  deeply  to  be  deplored,  and 
■Ht  neoeaaaiilr  lead  to  nnpleasant  and  per- 
aleiinx  leenlte.  The  Gongreea  at  Panama  af- 
Ibrda  the  meat  promiaiDg  opportunity  of  eUtaa- 
ing  the  oMeot  of  nnifbrmi^  as  well  as  red- 
fcndty.  Backed,  as  we  shall  be,  bj  those  with 
vbom  we  have  conolnded  oommercial  arrange- 
MHtta,  it  is  hardly  oredible  that  Mexico  will 
«iU  adber*  to  a  prind[d«,  to  tis  inadniisrible, 
nd  not  inMated  upon  b^  wnj  otiier  partr. 
Ihn  arc  manj  other  ol^eota  of  interest  to  this 
nation,  that  mi^t  be  enamerated.  I  have, 
howerer,  presented  enoo^  to  satisfy  every  dia- 
eawionatn  man,  that  this  misalon  is  demanded 
vj  Boond  polioT'.  I  haTeezandned  thia  snbjeot 
^th  anzi^,  to  ouDo  to  a  Jnat  oonolotioii — 
u  anxiety  |tfoportbmed  to  tiie  ^qwllii^t  ad- 
Mmitwna  of  threatening  danger  and  min, 
that  wa  have  heard  fr^  another  qaarter. 
1  have  eome  to  an  honest  and  dispasrionate 
condnrioii,  to  vote  for  the  miarion.  Whether 
this  oondnaimi  be  wise  or  not,  time  will  deter- 
Bune.  If  it  should  lead  to  «itangllng  sUioDces 
with  the  nationa  of  this  ooDtineDt  or  elsewhere, 
I  than  deplore  the  error  of  mj  judgment.  Bnt, 
tf  sach  dioald  be  the  reenlt,  the  vi^anoe  of  the 
Beoate  miut  ahunber— upon  them  will  rest  the 
rcepoasibilitj.  They  hold  the  correotiTe  and 
pTBTentlTe  power.  This  moch  is  oertain — the 
'  aotfaora  of  each  a  pcdioy  will  be  burled  from 
th«r  high  places,  and  ocmsiKned,  by  an  Indig- 
nant pec^le,  to  a  Jnst  reprobation. 

One  ■wati  more  as  to  the  ammdment  of  my 
(Head  from  Delaware.  Ireepond,Ur.OhainiiaD, 
to  almoat  every  sraitiment  m  that  amendment ; 
and,  if  it  can  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  my  entire 
views,  I  diall  hereafter  be  prepared  to  give  It  my 
derided  vote :  for  it  will  be  reoolleeted  that,  only 
a  ftw  d«ye  ago,  I  exptidtly  declared  that  I  was 
flppoeed  to  every  thing  in  the  sh^>e  of  a  pledge. 
I  will  not  ooDBMit  to  give  each  a  pledge,  either 
in  rcferenoe  to  my  own  coontry,  or  to  the 
SoDthem  Bepnblica  tbemeelves.  Bat,  at  the 
Mne  time,  nnleaa  dronmstanoea  shall  pfodnee 
B  imprntant  obange,  whenever  any  of  the  pow- 
•rM  Mttiona  of  Imrope  shall  attempt  to  seiie 
■pou  Mexico,  1  am  diqmeed  not  to  view  snob 
M  attempt  with  inditferenne,  and  Ivrill  use  my 
Mmoat  infinenee  to  ronse  the  nation,  in  sneh 
a  eaae,  to  interpose  our  military  power.  I  will 
never  aoirer  Mexico  to  be  seiied  by  any  power 
of  Sarope,  fanmediatdy  ander  my  observation, 
witboBt  '"■Mtg  an  efibrt  to  prevent  tt. 

'WoHBsnAT,  April  6. 

JtM^n  toPtmanui, 

The  Hooae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole,  Mr.  SrcvmsoB,  of  Vii^inia,  in 

the  ehair,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Vardgn  Betadons,  wideh  oondndes  with  areso- 

vou  ix^-r 
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latioD  proposing  to  send  Hiniatera  to  Panuna; 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  MoLasb,  of  Del- 
aware, being  also  onder  coDsideradou. 

When  the  meaaore  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AfiUrs  was  first  annonoced 
by  tiie  President,  in  his  message  to  Coi^ees, 
Mr.  Wiokihtb  sud,  like  many  others,  not  on- 
derstanding  the  preeiae  eharacter  of  the  Con- 
greee,  its  powers,  and  tendeiH^,  and  probalde 
conseqaences  to  thia  oonntcy,  his  first  imprett' 
sioos  were  favorable  to  it.  We  were  told  "bj 
the  President  that, "  among  the  measu«s  whidi 
have  been  soggested  to  tiiem  by  tbe  new  rela- 
tions with  one  another,  resulting  flx)m  tbe  re- 
oent  otumgee  in  their  condition,  is  that  of  aa- 
eembUng,  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  a  Oon- 
greas,  at  which  each  of  them  shonld  be  repre- 
sented, to  deUberate  npon  snl({eeta  important 
to  the  welfare  of  all.  llieRepDbUosof  Colom< 
Ua,  of  Mexieo,  and  of  Central  America,  have 
already  depnted  Plenipotoitlariea  to  moh  a 
meeting,  and  they  have  invited  the  United 
States  to  be  also  represented  there  by  their 
Ministers.  The  invitation  has  been  aocepted, 
and  MInisten  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea 
will  be  oommissioned  to  attend  at  those  delib- 
erationa,"  &o.,  dec.  The  Message,  opon  every 
other  topic,  connected  with  oor  relations, 
whether  foreign  or  domeetio,  waa  lucid  and 
able.  Upon  this  sobject,  all  mnst  admit  it  to  be 
deficient.  It  did  not  specifically  define  the  na- 
tore  and  obaracter  of  this  Congress,  its  powenk 
and  mode  ni  action.  The  people  of  the  Unitea 
States,  ever  alive  to  the  aaccesa  of  liberty,  in 
whatever  clime  or  coontry  she  straggles ;  and 
believing  this  meaaore  calculated  to  promote 
and  cheer  its  anocesH,  witbont  Jeopardiring  her 
abode  in  this  her  own  land,  saw  nocanae  to 
oppose  thia  measore.  He  said  he  himself  had 
viewed  it,  at  first,  in  tiiat  aspect.  He  had 'con- 
sidered it  merely  a  meeting  of  diplomatio  agents. 
He  had  not  read  the  treaties  which  created  it ; 
and,  as  ameasm«of  the  Administration,  having 
for  ita  objects,  diplomatic  results,  he  had  not 
condemned  it  Bnt,  when  docnmenta,  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  had  been  submitted  to  oor 
inapection,  and  been  csreftilly  eiBmined.by 
him,  his  first  impressions  had  been  changed. 
He  bad  examined  the  Message  of  the  President 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  with 
as  sincere  a  desire  to  lend  tiie  sanction  of  his 
judgment  to  the  meaanre,  aa  ever  did  poor  Aa- 
ner  read  the  pages  of  Revelation,  to  fix  and 
confirm  hia  ftith.  Be  was  unable  to  succeed. 
And  the  more  he  examined  the  question,  and 
stripped  It  of  that  mask  which  ia  incident  to 
diplomacy,  the  more  he  became  convinced  i^ 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  some  of  the  objects 
contemplated  by  thia  Oongreaa,  connected  with 
oar  own  immediate  and  future  interests.  And 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  any  one,  he  shonld  fall  under 
the  dreadful  denunciation  of  having  united  him- 
self with  the  "  unprincipled  faction,"  io  this,  or 
the  other  House,  to  thwart  the  iuat  measures  of 
the  Admlniatration,  he  shonld  appeal  to  the 
enlightened  Jadgments  of  his  constltaenti^  ta 
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whom  h«  was  sooonntabte  for  all  his  acts  here, 
to  ask  them,  npon  an  impartial  review  of  his 
past  life,  to  pronomice  upon  his  course.  With 
them,  he  knew  he  shonld  meet  with  a  liberal 
indolgenoe;  aod  if  the;,  upon  ezamisatjon  of 
all  the  doooDWut^  disifmroYed  the  oonn«  he 
had  j>iir*a«d,  he  ha  satisfied  the;  would  award 
to  him  honestjof  parpose,aDdadeTotediieasto 
the  politicsl  inatitntionsof  oar  oommonooimtiT. 

SiQOe  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
UoLani)  had  anbmitted  his  amendment  and 
fcvored  the  committee  with  his  views  and  rea- 
■ODB  for  so  doinx,  Mr.  Wiokliffb  sdd  he  felt 
himself  reliered  from  maoh  of  that  dread  re- 
qmiiHibilit;  which  he  had  before  asKomed.    He 

Ls  pleased  to  find  his  views  of  this  subject  in 


to,  and  eqjojing,  the  oonfldeaoe  of  this  Eonse. 

This  committee  is  called  npon  to  give  sn  ei- 
preasion  of  its  opimon  as  to  the  eipedienoj  of 
the  miswon.  It  U  called  upon  to  do  this,  not 
hj  the  report  and  resolntioa  upon  jour  table 
■lone,  hntbj  the  President  himself^  in  his  Ues- 
■age  to  this  and  the  other  House.  With  the 
miderstandiag  of  this  Honae,  expressed  by  its 
vote,  as  is  oont^ed  in  the  amendment  of  the 
geDtleman  from  Delaware,  he  thonght  the  mis- 
■ion  expedient :  without  it  he  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient, and  franght  with  danger.  If  it  should 
De  thought  by  this  committee,  aa  has  been  as- 
serted 1^  the  gentleman  team  Massachosetts, 
{Ur.  WEBeiXB,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia,  (Hr.  Powill,)  that  the  amendment  in- 
torferea  with  the  oonstittttlonal  power  of  the 
Ezeoative  Department,  over  the  foreign  rela- 
tiona  of  the  country ;  so  far  as  there  maj  be 
auf  interference,  It  has  been  invited  by  the  Ex- 
ecntive  himsell  and  now  impoeed  npon  ns,  b; 
fhesriginalresolntionoftheoommittee.  Weare 
called  upon  bv  the  comnittee  to  say,  that  this  mis- 
sion is  expedient.  Suppose  that  a  m^ority  of 
this  Hoose  shall  say  that  tbey  do  believe  it  in- 
eniedlent :  for  if  tbey  have  a  right  to  vote  that 
it  IS  expedient  they  certunly  have  the  right  to 
vote  that  it  b  inexpedient.  The  one  la  no 
more  an  interference  with  the  Executive  power 
thui  the  other ;  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  vote 
that  it  is  inexpedient  in  toto,  we  certdnly  have 
a  right  to  say,  for  some  of  the  objects  contem- 
platedj  it  is  expedient ;  for  others,  that  it  is  not. 
But,  BIT,  I  must  express  my  miqualifled  dissent 
to  the  doctrine  of  both  the  gentlemen :  a  doc- 
trine long  unoe  exploded  from  the  politioa  of 
this  House,  and  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
received  its  vital  stab  some  twenty-six  years 
ago ;  and  I  am  aguust  its  resuscitation  now. 

I  hold  it  to  be  within  the  power  of  this 
House ;  it  is  its  duty  npon  all  fit  ooca^ona,  to 
prononnoe  the  Judgment  of  the  people  upon 
meainres,  perfected  or  contemplated,  touching 
thefbraign  relations  of  the  United  States :  more 
emecially  npon  a  meaam-a  which  contemplates  a 
radical  onaoge — an  inroad  upon  the  long-estab- 
lished andsettlod  policy  of  this  Gkivemment:  for 
mii,  I  believe  In  tny  soul,  the  present  one  to  be. 


U  J\mama.  [Ann.,  ISStt. 

The  gentieman  from  MassBohasetts  (Itr. 
WsBaiBB)  told  ns  npon  yesterday,  that  to  tha 
amendments  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
he  ooold  see  no  objection,  so  far  es  it  mi^t  ba 
proper  to  express  onr  opinion,  bat  that  he 
thought  it  improper  to  annex  it,  by  vrtj  at 
amendment,  to  tlie  resolution  of  the  committee. 

[Ur,  Wbbbiir  expained.  He  had  said,  that 
in  the  greater  part  of  the  sentiments  oont^ned 
in  the  amendment,  he  entirely  concurred ;  bnt 
there  were  some  positions  in  it  to  which  he  bed 
decuaive  oljjeotiona.] 

Mr.  WioKLivn  proceeded.  I  was  not  dis- 
posed to  misunderstand  the  gentieman;  andeshfl 
did  not,  yesterday,  uprise  ns  of  any  particolar 

rrtion  of  the  resolntioa  to  which  he  objected, 
nnderstood  bitn  as  assenting  to  the  whole. 
He  doea  not  now  say  to  what  "  portiona  of  it 
he  hasdemded  objections."  [Hr.  Waesru  here 
farther  explained.  With  re^»eot  to  the  genera] 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  Ctota 
Delaware,  on  the  wisdom  of  maintuning  a  ncn- 
tral  policy,  or  the  impropriety  of  departing 
from  it)  he  entirely  concuired ;  but  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  in  any  form,  would  go 
to  change  the  whole  course  of  our  diplomAoy, 
and  partionlarly  to  affect  one  subject  of  viUJ 
interest  to  the  country — he  meant  the  polioj  ot 
the  United  States  with  respect  to  Cuba.  The 
amendment  is  entirely  adverse  t«  the  ground 
taken  by  the  American  Government  on  that 
subject,  not  only  in  their  correspondence  with 
the  South  American  Governments,  but  also 
with  the  coorts  of  Europe.  The  amendment 
says  that  no  sntfject  shall  be  discussed,  which 
may,  in  any  wise,  otHnmit  our  neutral  relations. 
How,  then,  can  this  declaration  of  ours,  reepect' 
ing  Cuba — I  mean  the  declaration  tiiat  we  can- 
not with  indifference,  see  that  island  poes  into 
the  hands  of  any  other  power  than  Spun — be  dis- 
onssed,  if  this  amendment  prevuls  ?  It  is  with 
that  part  of  the  amendment  that  I  do  not  ooncnr.] 
Mr.  WicKLim  resumed.  Sir,  this  remark 
of  the  gentleman  did  not  escape  my  attention 
yesterday,  and  t  do  not  mean  that  it  shall  to- 
day. When  I  sud  that  the  gentieman  from 
Massaobusetts  ooquisBced  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  amendment,  I  referred  more  particularly  to 
that  part  of  it  which  dedares  that  onr  Minis- 
ters who  may  be  commissioned  to  attend  the 
Ooni^ress  at  Panama,  ought  not  to  be  anthoiiaed 
to  discuss,  consider,  or  consult,  upon  any  propo- 
sition of  idliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  between 
this  country  and  any  of  the  Bpanish  American 
Gtovemmeiits,  or  any  sttpnlation,  compact,  or 
declaration,  binding  the  United  States,  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  re^t  interference 
from  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
aforestdd  Governments.  I  do  not  understand 
him  as  avowing  his  dissent  to  this  portion  of 
the  resolution.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Rep- 
resentative upon  this  fioor  who  is  bold  enough 
to  avow  his  wish  to  the  world,  that  these  sm>- 

{'ects  shall  be  discussed,  conndered,  and  the  ^- 
iance  formed.  If  it  is  not  proper  to  form  the 
allianoe,  why  entertain  »  duonsalont    If  tlw 
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gentlointtn  from  Massachiuetts  deeirea  to  leave 
(mr  IGnletera  free  to  disoiiBB  the  snbject  of  tbe 
eootemplated  invasioii,  or  prolMble  tranrfer  of 
Onba — and  tbeameadmeDt  b  Mb  jndgment,  pre- 
dndee  the  oonsideration  of  that  topi< 


it  IB  proper  to  discuss  them,  here,  in  thU  Eooh, 
ia  the  proper  plttce. 

Agtun :  the  gentleman  sajB,  it  is  tmoouBtitii- 
UoDiil  for  this  House  to  interfere  In  this  form 
with  the  EiecnUFe  powers  of  the  Goremment. 
I  wonld  ask  him  whether  this  House  has  never, 
on  any  former  oooation,  eipreesed  its  opinion 
witli  F^ord  to  our  foreign  relations  t  Whether 
it  never  proceeded  bo  rar  as  to  m  shead  of  the 
Eiecative  Department  t  And  when  I  ep«ek  of 
the  Execntjve  Department,  in  reference  to  our 
foreign  relatioDa,  I  wish  to  be  Understood  as 
indnding  the  Senate  as  a  ver;  Important  por- 
tion of  that  department.  Upon  this,  as  npon 
all  other  matters,  I  rward  them  as  the  sentinels 
placed  npon  the  watch  towers  of  State  aover- 
tUgBly,  oat  of  whom  I  do  not  believe  then  can 
be  fonaeA  an  "  unprincipled  faction."  Did  not 
the  gentleman  hiinself  call  npon  the  last  Oob- 
greas,  bj  reaolotioD,  to  express  its  opinion  npon 
the  conrse  the  I^ecniiTe  onght  to  pnrme 
toward  the  Greeks,  who  werestra^lins  for  the 
CBUblishment  of  civil  and  religions  libert; ! 
The  history  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  in 
r^renoe  to  the  Sonth  American  Repnblice,  in 
Terence  to  this  very  inisaion,  fnmisnes  ample 
antfacoity  for  the  propriety  of  the  present  coarse. 

To  the  final  and  perraanMit  sncoeas  of  the 
revolndon  in  the  Spanish  Oolonies,  this  Oon- 
ftd(Tat«d  Congreaa  of  belligerent  nations  was 
necesscuy  and  proper.  Vitb  the  otjjecta  con- 
tonplated  to  be  attained  by  it,  the  United  States, 
ai  a  nentral  power,  hwl  nothing  to  do.  And 
benoe  we  find  that,  in  all  the  treaUea  between 
Uiose  diffisreat  Bepnblies  oreaUng  this  OonsTeee 
and  defining  its  powers,  there  u  no  provision 
made  or  contemplated  for  the  participaticm  of 
the  United  States  in  its  deliberations.  It  is 
true  that,  as  early  as  Uay,.  1828,  we  seemed  to 
have  received  some  nnomcisl  intimation  that 
we  were  to  be  called  npon  to  prttide  at  this 
Oongrcaa;  bnt  not  nstil  after  the  Meeaage 
of  Prerident  Honroe,  of  1828,  had  snperin- 
dnoed  tbe  belief  in  some  of  these  Bepnblics, 
that  the  United  States  "  had  pledged  themselves 
to  make  canse  with  them  m  case  any  other 
power,  imited  with  Spain,  shonld  attempt  to 
tnterfere  with  their  independenca  or  form  of 
Government,"  do  we  hear  of  any  determination, 
officiaOy,  to  inrite  as  t«  take  part  (not  "  to 
preside  '^  in  tbe  delitterations  of  this  Congreaa. 

I  win  not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  onr  Cab- 
inet at  home,  or  its  functionaries  abroad,  have 
oonntenanoed  the  idea  that  this  nation  had  so 
pledged  itaelf ;  bnt  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  Mr.  Poinsett,  onr  Minister  near  Heidoo, 
has,  in  his  official  language,  contribnted  mncb 
toward  that  impreanon.  and  I  am  unable  to  find 
^.. .,.. . TBwhlobhe  had  thw  hddba* 


been  disapproved  by  the  Eieontive.  The  invi- 
tation is  now  given  and  accepted,  and  it  onght 
not  to  eaeafM  the  attention  of  this  oommittee, 
that  the  invitation  has  only  been  given  by  three 
of  those  Republics,  whose  Representatives  are 
expected  to  compose  this  Congress.  Given  hf 
a  minority  of  those  States,  what  is  to  be  tbe 
resnlt,  if  ^e  other  Repubiics,  who  have  not  in- 
vited ns  to  this  political  banqnet,  shsll  object  to 
onr  If  tnisters  ts^g  their  seat«  at  this  national 
board  f  Wonld  it  not  have  1>een  better  to  have 
waited  nntil  we  were  invited  by  at  least  a  ma- 
jority, if  not  all  of  these  nations  t  Ko,  sir ;  we 
have  displayed  an  eagerness,  and  an  impatience, 
in  the  aoceptanoe  of  this  partial  invitation,  as  if 
we  were  afrtdd  that  it  might  be  with^wn. 
We  have  determined  to  go  there,  blind-folded, 
as  invited  guests,  for  onr  conduct  to  be  regu- 
lated by  "  mode*  of  action,"  of  which  we  know 
notlung,  and  about  which  we,  in  alt  probability, 
never  will  know  any  thing.  We  were  invited, 
sir,  becanse  of  a  belief  by  these  nations,  that 
we  stood  pledged  to  make  common  canse  with 


shotdd  not  have  been  thai 
honored,  and,  as  some  suppose,  complimented, 
by  the  invitation. 

Ur,  Chairman,  as  the  friends  of  this  measure 
all  unite  in  the  opinion,  that  any  alllanoe  wonld 
be  on  impolitio  and  a  danperoos  departure 
from  that  system  of  nentr^  and  safe  policy 
which  has  been  so  long  and  happily  pursued  by 
this  Government,  ana  conducted  ns  to  sncn 
prosperous  results;  I  entreat  them  to  nnite 
with  ns,  and,  by  onr  nnanimons  vote,  let  na 
reli»ve  the  Oaluiet  trom  what  I  believe  to  be 
a  moat  embarrassing  condition. 

What«ver  may  be  onr  notions  of  tbia  memor- 
able pledge,  "  this  pledge  to  ourselves,"  Uie 
Bpuiish  American  States  nnderstand  and  be- 
lieve us  committed  npon  the  subject.  They 
nnderstand,  Arom  the  nature  of  their  invitation 
and  of  our  acceptance,  that  the  Preeldent  sends 
his  Ministers  there  "  Bpecislly  instructed  "  npon 
these  subjects.  It  is  onr  duty  to  them,  we 
owe  it  to  onrselvee,  to  undeceive  them ;  and 
how  can  we  do  it  more  appropriately,  more 
respectTally,  and  more  effectively,  than  by 
adopting  the  amendments 

If  we  vote  that  this  misraon  is  expedient, 
without  the  declaration  centred  in  the  amend- 
ment, we  stand  committed.  It  is  no  longer  a 
declaration  of  onr  President ;  it  remains  no 
longer  "a  pledge  to  ourselves;"  onr  fate,  at 
least  onr  honor,  is  on  board  this  Spanish  vessel 
of  State.  Bnt  one  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  F. 
JoHireos,)  the  other  day,  expressed  the  hope 
that  we  shonld  never  have  a  President  and  an 
Administration,  who  wonld  be  nnwilting  to  re- 
deem this  pledge.  He  triumphantly  a^ed  us, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  bock  out  ?  Do  we  seek 
to  withdraw  a  pledge  we  have  given  I  To  this 
I  have  bnt  one  answer — Leave  the  (Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  tree  to  act  And 
whenever  the  war-making  power  shall  say  the 
tfane  has  oome  when  It  beootnea  as,  as  a  frM 


ABBiseiniiiT  or  thb 


'*■■> 


nation,  to  ansheatli  our  aword,  baekle  on 
tnnor,  And  to  defend  onr  liberties  and  free 
inititutlons,  be  will  find  in  thoee  who  oppose 
this  measure  aa  mnch  moral,  poUtioal,  and 
pbrsioal  oonrage,  when  dangers  pre«,  as  belong 
to  its  advocates. 

We  will  aappoM  the  ooearion  to  have  oo- 
enrred ;  we  will  imagine  that  Spain  bu  pr»- 
Tuled  niKHi  the  BTntpMhlea  of  France,  and  that 
a  Frencn  fleet  and  armj  were  upon  the  shores 
of  onr  Bister  Bepoblios,  for  the  avowed  de- 
tenuinatton  of  re-oooqaering  those  SMxa,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  their  fnmer  condition  aa 
oolonies.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Salazar,  we 
will  gappose  the  eatut  faderi*  to  have  oc- 
cnrred.  I  pnt  it  to  genllemen^-I  pnt  it  to  my 
tdhofut  to  say,  if  he  wonld  n«w  declare  war 
in  d^noe  of  Sovtb  American  liberty  t 

Upon  a  qoestion  involving  Moh  oonseqtMitoea, 
I  woidd  panae.  I  wonld  omianlt  the  jo^mente 
of  the  men  who  maj  be  called  npon  to  traverse 
the  burning  re(;iona  of  that  conntrj',  and,  in  tbe 
language  of  lb.  Pdnsett,  "  who  are  to  bear 
the  brnnt  of  the  contest ; "  upon  that  Judg- 
ment J  could  more  safely  rest  than  npon  the 
heated  ezdtement  of  poUttoians,  who  hare 
oanght  what  has  been  appropri^ely  termed 
"  the  South  American  fever." 

I  will  not  detMn  the  committee  with  notio- 
ing  the  other  topics,  suggested  by  the  Spanish 
oonimiuioners  as  fit  snrjeote  fbr  the  delibera- 
tiona  and  determinations  of  lliia  Oongren,  save 
one  or  two,  and  tbeee  alM  have  mingled  them- 
hIvw  with  Qie  views  of  the  Ezeentive.  They 
propose  to  settle  some  princii^ei.  or,  in  other 
words,  to  change  some  prinriplM  of  Inter- 
national law.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  civilian, 
yet  it  occnrs  to  me  to  be  rather  an  eitrawdi- 
nary  body  to  a^Jnit,  change,  or  alter,  the 
known  and  settled  law  of  nations.  The  people 
of  a  portion  of  the  world,  containing  a  pc^nua- 
tion  of  some  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  inhabit- 
ants, (and  the  greater  portion  of  thraa  Inst 
emerging  from  a  stat«  of  the  most  wretched 
and  oppressed  ooloniiation,)  propose  to  settle, 
adjQBt,  and  to  alter,  the  law  of  nations — that  law, 
which  alike  most  govern  and  regulate  all  oivil- 
Iced  States! 

Agun :  the  political  condition  of  Hayti  is 
also  to  form  the  snUeot  of  ditoossion,  and  is 
to  be  settled.  That  ii  a  question  for  onr  Gov- 
ernment to  eettie ;  snd,  shonld  this  Boose  ever 
be  called  nnon  by  this,  or  any  other  Premdent, 
for  an  outfit  and  salu7  of  a  IGnister  to  this 
sable  independent  Government,  yoo  will  then 
find  more  advocates  for  the  oonstitntional 
power  of  this  Honae  over  the  sntr)ect  of  our 
foreign  relations,  than  have  been,  or  will  be 
found,  on  the  present  occasion.  Whether  the 
Spanish  American  States  will  or  will  not  hail 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ill-fated  isle  as  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  cannot,  most  not,  di- 
rect <v  regolate  our  course.  We  have  no  right 
to  say  to  those  nations  "  it  is  not  fit  and  proper 
for  yon  to  reoognize  the  national  existence  and 
indqiendenos  of  tiiia  island."    The  prludple 
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of  universal  unandpatitm,  npon  which  thej- 
have  [»volstoed  their  Bepnblios  to  be  based, 
forbid  them  tbe  tiAt  to  distinguish  tlie  aaUe 
inhabitants  of  St  Domingo  from  tbe  less  dark 
repoblioan*  of  tlieir  own  dime. 

we  have  a  more  foil  and  eiplimt  expose  ot 
the  objeotfl  of  this  Oongresi^  ^ven  (rfBoiaOy  br 
the  Government  of  OMomtna  to  the  worid, 
I  will  read  them  to  the  committee  : 

1.  To  Ibnn  a  solemn  compact,  or  leagoe^   bjr 
which  the  States  whose  RepnmntatlTes  ue  praes — 
will  be  bound  to  umta  in  pieeuuiilliig  the  i 
■gslust  their  commoD  enaray,  <Hd  Spain,  or  agai 
any  other  power  which  ab*U  aaalat  ^aln  f   ' 

tUe  deigns,  or  any  oUkerwlse  a *'' 

of  to  eo«my. 

2.  To  draw  up  and  publish  a  manifesto,  sotliiiK 
forth  to  Uie  world  tiie  joatica  of  their  esoae,  and 
tlie  relations  they  desire  to  hold  with  other  Chria- 
^an  powers. 

5.  To  farm  a  oonvention  of  naviKttion  and  com- 
merce, appUeable  to  twth  the  confiderated  States, 
and  to  their  allies. 

4.  To  condder  the  expedtency  of  comUniDg  the 
forces  of  the  Republics  to  free  the  islanda  of  Pnertv 
Bico  and  Cuba  from  the  yoke  of  Spdn,  and,  in 
sneh  case,  what  contingent  each  enght  to  ooutoib- 
nte  for  this  end. 

a.  To  take  msasarM  for  joining  in  a  proaeeatiea 
of  tbe  war  at  sea,  and  on  the  coast  of  Spain. 

6.  To  determine  whe^er  those  meaturcs  shall 
also  be  extended  to  the  Canary  and  Philippine  lal- 


coiiUneDl ;  and  also  the  means  of  resisting  all  Inter- 
fereoee  from  abroad  with  the  domeetle  cmoems  of 
the  American  Qofemmenta. 

B.  To  settle,  by  common  consent,  the  prhudples 
of  Uioee  lights  of  aatlotis,  wUcb  are,  In  their  na- 
ture, oontroTertible. 

10.  To  determine  on  what  footing  ihall  l>e  placed, 
the  political  and  coemiercial  relations  of  thoae  poi- 
tiens  of  oar  beoiispbere,  whicb  have  obtained,  or 
ihalt  obtain,  their  Independence,  but  whose  inde- 
pendence has  not  been  recognizjEd  by  any  Ameri- 
can or  European  power,  as  was,  for  many  years, 
tbe  case  with  BajtU 

A  word  or  two  upon  this  principle  of  ooloni- 
zati<m — this  "  interoontiDent«l  law,  in  relations 
of  Enrope  and  America."  This  is  a  snl:{jM^ 
admitted  by  the  President  himself,  as  being 
proper  to  be  discussed  and  settled  there. 
What  is  it  t  We  will  not  permit  any  Eoropean 
ccdony  to  be  eetablisbed  upon  any  port  oi  the 
American  continent.  I  wul  not  stop  to  exam- 
ine the  correctness  of  this  pHneiple  in  the 
abstract,  or  in  connection  with  the  claims 
asserted  by  certain  Eoropeui  powers  to  por- 
tions of  this  continent  I  will  only  connder  it 
in  that  light  in  which  the  President  has  pre- 
sented it  to  US.  In  his  Hensge,  he  remsrks, 
"  Should  it  be  deemed  advisaUe  to  contract 
any  conventional  engagement  on  this  topic, 
our  views  woold  extend  no  farther  tban  a 
mutual  pledga  of  the  parties  to  tbe  oon^aot  ta 


DKBATB8  OF  OOST0BES8. 


,  ia2<.] 


M*int«io  tbe  prindple  in  ^^lioatioa  to  its 
teiritoiy,  and  to  penmt  no  colonial  lodgements 
<ir  estsbliBfameQto  of  Earopeanjnrisdiotion  upon 
ita  oirn  emL" 

Can  this  be  necMMrjt  Why  E^onld  we  be 
called  npon  to  stipulate  by  trea^  that  i 
not  suffer  onr  own  soil  to  be  invaded 
pean  power;  to  b 
a  paper  itipnlationi  npon 
■wdi  a  sabjeot.  We  have  a  stronger  guarantee 
tban  all  tbe  parchment  the  Soath  can  give  ne : 
H  IB  that  devotion  to  libertj  and  Bslf-govem- 
ment  which  is  felt  and  seen  \>j  onr  oitiiena. 
For  the  honor  and  cbaraoter  of  mj  ooontrj,  I 
woedd  iM>t  entw  into  mob  a  itipnletion  with 
may  power. 

ICr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  next  roae,  and  s^ 
Hi.  Ghainnan:  I  think  that  those  gentle- 
men who,  some  time  past,  have  been  so  appro- 
iMosve  of  tbe  power  of  tbe  Premdent,  OS  to 
have  bad  their  slumbers  dUtorbed,  will,  here- 
■Iter,  repose  in  peace:  as  he  is  In  afiur  wajof 
beinK  stripped  ol  his  powen. 

What  IS  Ha  resdatlMi  now  before  ns,  bnt 
jnstrnctiaaB,  or  semi-iastractiona,  for  onr  llinls- 
ters  that  are  to  go  to  the  Oongress  of  Panama  t 
If  the  House  of  Kepresentativee  hare  a  right 
to  instmot,  eertiunly  the  Senate,  who  share 
with  the  President  in  the  treaty-making  power, 
bare  aa  good  a  ri^t ;  and  no  one  will  deo j 
the  rigbt  to  the  President.  ]  b^  to  know 
bow  onr  MtDisters  are  to  ocmdnct  with  three 
Mts  of  instmctions  in  their  pockets.  The 
Boose  of  Repreeeotativea  instmct  them  to  look 
en,  and  to  iiuorm  their  GrOTemment,  from  time 
to  time,  what  is  ^ing  on ;  the  Senate  instroot 
than  to  take  their  reddence  ton  leagues  trota 
the  GcHigreaa,  and  to  have  no  oommonioation 
witti  thMn  bnt  by  eonriers;  and  the  Presi- 
doDt  instmots  them  to  enter  into  any  agree- 
ment beneficial  to  this  oonntry,  that  will  not 
eompromit  its  uentrality.  Ibe  Ministers,  nnder 
the  fveddent's  instj-ootioiia,  make  a  treaty,  in 
which  the  benaTolent  and  grand  idea  of  Henry 
the  Fonrth  <£  Fntnce  ia  realized,  by  the  ereo: 
tion  of  a  board  of  Hinistera,  wbo  shall  be  the 
Rmpire  of  all  diffiuvnoee  wUeb  shall  ever  oocor 
to  diatnrb  tbe  peace  of  the  several  Btates  of  Span- 
Wi  Amwica  and  tbe  United  States,  so  as  forever 
to  prevent  tbe  existMHw  ttf  war  between  them ; 
tiiat  inhibits  privateering  in  case  <tf  war  between 
ttie parties;  uiat  reetri^s  tbe  list  of  oontraband 
to  mmaitionB  of  war ;  that  reatricts  bbx^Esdes 
to  places  invested  by  a  competent  force ;  and 
regnlates  tbe  ezeroise  of  the  rigbt  of  search, 
■o  as  to  render  it  as  harmless  as  possible. 

The  IGniaters  retnm  with  the  treaty,  the 
moat  beneficial  for  tbe  country  and  hnmanity 
that  was  ever  formed.  They  have,  however, 
aeted  ooDtrary  to  the  initmBtions  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentativee.  If  the  Honse  have  a  right 
to  instmct,  the?  have  a  rigbt  to  impeach  the 
Ministers  f<H'  disobedience  to  their  instroctjone. 
They,  tlierefore,  institute  an  impeachmeat. 
Kow,  sir,  I  beg  to  know  on  what  sronnd  the 
Sioata  are  to  soatain  the  impeachment  I    I 
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shall  leave  it  to  the  genttentoi  who  propose  or 
advocate  these  Oongreeaional  instmctions,  to 
eiphun  bow  the  subject  may  be  relieved  from 
embarrassment. 

I  have  pven  this  view  of  thesu^ecttoshow 
that  an  attempt  to  instruct  onr  Umistera  ia  an 
Interference  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Executive.  By  tbe  second  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  eonstitotion,  tbe  President  has 
"poww,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  tbe  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Bmators  present  ocKienr."  The 
eonstitotion  has  not  oonferred  upon  the  Honse 
of  Bepresentatjvea  any  partioipaUon  in  the 
treaty-making  power.  This  snttjeot  was  ex- 
amined «nd  settled  Id  the  Congress  of  ITH. 
The  HoTue  of  Bepreeentativee  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britain,  and 
requested  tlie  President  to  fhmish  them  with 
a  oopy  of  t^e  innmodiMiB  of  the  Mlnlntirr  wbo 
negotiated  it.  General  Washington,  in  aarign- 
ing  hia  reasons  for  reusing  to  comply  wiUi  tha 
request,  states,  that,  "  having  been  a  member 
of  the  General  Oonventiou,  and  knowing  tha 
prindides  cm  which  tbe  constitntton  was  form- 
ed, I  have  ever  entertained  bnt  one  opinion  on 
this  subject ;  and,  &om  the  first  establi^unent 
of  the  Government  to  this  moment,  my  cou- 
duot  has  exemplified  that  opinion:  that  the 
power  of  making  treaties  is  ezdnaively  vested 
in  tbe  President  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and 
oonaent  of  tbe  Senate,  provided  two-thirds  of 
tiie  Senators  present  oonour ;  and  that  eveiy 
treaty,  so  nuide  and  promulKated,  thencefor- 
ward became  the  law  of  the  und.  It  is  thus 
that  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  under- 
stood by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  all  the  trea- 
ties made  with  them,  im  have  declared,  and 
they  have  believed,  that^  when  ratified  by  the 
President,  with  tbe  advioe  and  consent  or  the 
Senate,  they  became  obligatory.  In  this  oon- 
stmotioa  of  tbe  oonstitntioii,  every  Honse  of 
Bepreeentativee  has  bereh^re  aoqniesoed,  and, 
until  the  present  time,  not  a  doubt  or  sui^icion 
has  appewed,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  ooa- 
stmction  was  not  tbe  true  one.  Nay,  they 
have  more  than  acquiesced ;  for,  till  now, 
without  controverting  the  obligation  of  such 


oonclasiou,  he  adds :  "  As,  therefore,  it  is 
perfectly  dear  to  my  nnderstanding,  that  HU 
otMdnl  qf  t/i«  Stmte  of  Beprtientatiitt  U  not 
nteemary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ;  as  tbe 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits  within  il«elf 
a)l  tlie  objects  requiring  legislative  proviaion ; 
end,  on  these,  the  papers  c^ed  for  can  throw 
no  light ;  and,  as  it  is  essential  to  tbe  due  ad- 
ministration of  tbe  Government  that  the  bonn- 
dariea  fixed  by  the  con&titntioD,  between  the 
different  departments,  should  be  preserved,  a 
jnet  regard  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the  duty 
of  my  oCBce,  under  all  the  circamstances  of  thu 
case,  forbid  a  compliance  with  your  request" 

After  this,  tbe  House  of  Representativee  ex- 
pressed their   sense  on  thia  enl^eet  Iqr  two 
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rMolaliona,  the  first  of  which  ia  in  Uie  follow- 
ing temu: 

"  SMolind,  Thkt  It  being  declued,  by  the  >cccnd 
Mctioa  of  tbe  second  artlole  of  the  coiutitution, 
'That  the  President  shall  haTO  pover,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, proTlded  two-tfairda  of  ^e  Senator!  present 
concur,'  the  Boiue  of  BepreeentatiTea  do  not  claim 
a»y  agenes  in  mating  trialiu ;  bnt  that,  when  a 
treaty  Btipulales  regnlatlons  on  any  of  tbe  lubjecta 
•ubmitted  by  tbe  conatttotion  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gte*».  It  mntt  depend  for  its  eiecution,  aa  to  socb 
(tipulatiana,  on  a  law  or  lava  to  b«  passed  by  Con- 
neas ;  and  it  Is  tbe  constitational  right  and  duty  of 
the  HooBfl  of  BepresentatiTes,  in  all  inch  cues,  to 
deliebrate  on  the  eipediency  or  ineipedieucy  of 
Oarrjing  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  determine 
■nd  act  thereOD,  as,  in  their  jui^ment,  may  be 
most  coododTB  to  the  public  good. 

Thos,  it  ia  endent  that  I  am  toUj  sustained 
Id  mj  oonstmotioD  of  the  oonstitntion,  both  by 
President  WubiDgton  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
•entativee  ot  1790,  after  ■  ftall  dismission  of 
Ibe  subject. 

The  re«dntioD  before  the  committee  oagM 
not,  tlierefore,  to  Im  ooapled  with  conditions 
wbi<^  we  heve  no  right  to  make,  and  which, 
if  thef  were  calculated  to  have  any  effect^  it 
would  Im  to  assume  the  retptHuibiUty  wtuoh 
the  constitntion  has  imposed  npou  the  Eiecn- 
tire.  Instmotions  might,  on  the  same  prinoi- 
ple,  be  annexed  to  the  salary  of  every  pnblio 
officer.  If  it  were  necessary,  I  ehonld  have  no 
objection,  at  a  proper  time,  and  disooimected 
with  this  appropriation,  to  express  an  opioI<Hi 
upon  the  sobject  of  oar  foreign  policy ;  and  I 
Iiave  embodied  an  opinion,  in  the  form  <tf  a 
resolntion,  to  that  efibct,  bnt  this  is  not  tbe 
proper  time   to  make  a  proposition  of  that 

Hr.  Oabsoh,  of  North  Oarolina,  then  ad- 
dressed the  oonunittee,  and  said :  It  will  t>e 
recollected,  Mr.  Obainnan,  thst  when  this 
measnre  was  introdnoed  into  the  Honse  by  a 
oommnnication  from  the  Executive,  the  whole 
iabject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations.  That  committee  have  had  it 
onder  consideration ;  and  the  result  of  tbeir 
lalwrs  is  I>e(bre  na,  in  an  elaborate  and  argn- 
DMntadve  report.  I  am  well  aware  that,  when 
k  committee  of  this  House  have  bad  on  im- 

Krtant  sat^ject  under  their  deliberation,  and 
ve  presented  to  tbe  Honse  a  report  upon  it, 
■ucb  report  is  entitled  to  great  oonstderatdon, 
and  ongbt  to  have  its  fall  weight  with  every 
member  of  this  body.  But,  while  I  am  per- 
fectly aware  of  this,  I  also  hold  that  such  a 
report  is  not  of  binding  force ;  and  that  every 
member  is  still  left  free  to  think  and  to  act,  aa 
his  views  of  duty  may  call  him.  Under  these 
circomstanoea,  1  hope  I  shall  have  the  pardon, 
of  the  honorable  committee  for  differing  from 
tbem,  as  to  the  oooclnsions  to  which  they  have 
come — Iwlieving  that  the  premises  fhim  which 
they  are  drawn  have  been  wholly  mistaken. 
To  show  this,  is  my  chief  deeign  in  addreesing 
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the  committee.  I  say,  tben,  that  tbe  ffroundt 
on  which  some  of  the  principal  ressons  which, 
tbe  committee  have  nrged,  to  show  the  im- 

Krtance  of  carrying  ttus  misdon  into  effect, 
ve  been  mi*bdc»a  by  tbe  committee  them- 
selves. Should  I  sncoeed  in  showing  this,  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  having  done  much : 
for  the  basis  on  which  their  conclusions  reflt 
having  been  torn  away,  the  whole  snperstrao- 
ture  of  their  argument  mnst  necessaiuy  &U  to 
tbeKTOnnd. 

We  are  told  by  the  oomndttee,  "that  it  Is 
important  to  be  represented  at  Panama,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  discussing  and  negotiating  matters 
of  deep  ooncem  to  tois  nation,  as  r^arda  our 
political  and  eommensial  interests  with  tbtt 
South  American  Republics ;  and  that  it  will  be 
more  oonvenient  to  treat  with  all  those  powers 
collectively,  and  at  the  same  tim&  than  it  wiU, 
considering  their  geogr^hical  disconneoti<Mi, 
to  negotiate  treaties  separately."  In  taking 
this  position,  the  oommittee  mnst  assume  the 
ground,  ^at  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  these  Be- 
publics  will  be  eMkti  with  po»en  to  negotiate 
thou  treatiei,  which  are  to  be  of  so  moob  im- 
portance to  our  political  and  oommercial  oon- 
cems.  Here,  sir,  is  where  we  differ — and  this 
is  the  point  m  which  I  innst  the  oommittee 
have  mistaken  the  ground  from  which  they 
argue.  I  maint^n  that,  however  de^able  this 
object  may  be,  and  however  important  to  onr 
commerci^  intereete,  the  Plenipotentiaries  who 
are  to  meet  our  Ministers  at  Panama,  eon  ue- 
gotjate  no  ruch  treaties :  and  for  this  pltin  res- 
son,  that  such  powers  are  not  only  not  given,  bnt 
are  oxprtttly  ptvhibiUd  to  them ;  and  this  by 
tbe  very  arttdle  of  the  treaty  which  the  oom- 
mittee have  quoted  in  tbelr  report,  as  fumisb- 
ing  reasons  in  favor  of  the  misuon.  The  words 
of  prohibition  are  the  very  words  which  im- 
tMdiaUly  foUov  the  words  quoted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  are  necessary  to  nil  up  the  sentenoe. 
Tee,  sir :  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  tbe 
oommittee  have  cited  lust  snch  words  in  the 
treaty,  as  will  justify  their  reasoning  in  favor 
of  tbe  mission,  and  have  left  out  the  words 
which  immediately  fbllow,  and  which  moat 
overturn  all  their  argmnenta.  Hence  I  say, 
sir,  that  they  are  mistaken  In  their  premieee, 
(which  they  take  &om  the  words  of  the  tres- 
tdes,)  and  oonseqnently  mistaken  in  all  tbdr 
oondusions  from  those  premises. 

Not,  sir,  that  I  am  oispoaed  to  charge  that 
honorable  oommittee  with  intentional  error; 
that  is  as  far  from  my  purpose  as  perhaps  it  is 
tmwarranted  by  the  fact.  Now,  mr,  to  tbe 
words  of  the  treaties,  and  to  the  quotations  in 
the  report :  let  us  compare  them. 

In  toe  report  tbey  say,  "  that  it  is  an  assem- 
bly of  diplomatic  agents,  clothed  with  no  pow- 
ers, except  to  diteuM  and  negotiaU ;  deputed 
by  Governments  whoso  institutions  require, 
that  all  engagements  with  fbreign  powers 
should  be  subject  to  the  ratification  of  some 
organic  body  at  home."  And  the  more  effect- 
naUy  to  gawd  against  mistskc^  «Tsn  ^  0i4  tU- 
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tifm  in  which  thia  CoDgrew  haa  been  propoaed, 
h  is  stipnlstod,  in  the  BeTsral  trestiee  formed 
bj  Colombia  with  the  other  new  KepnUica, 
thkt  the  meeting  at  Panama  (now,  rir,  here 
follow  the  words  ai  quoted  from  the  treaties 
jnst  mentioaed)  "  thall  net  affect  in  any  man- 
ner tka  «MrvtM  qf  tA«  TuitMTuU  mnertifnty,  in 
regard  to  thtir  lattt,  and  the  mUXluKmtnt  and 
firm  of  iMr  refpaKra  S<w*rwn«nit."  And 
here  the  committee  stop  short.  Bnt  what 
follows,  in  the  treatj !    This,  rir :  "  hob  shau. 


Now,  air,  If  those  I^eDipotentiaries  oan  *'  do 
nothing  as  regards  their  foreign  relations," 
bow  is  it  poesible  thet  our  PlenipotentisHee 
can  "  disciiM  and  n^otiate  treatiee  with  them, 
in  regard  to  onr  piolitical  and  commercial  in- 
tcareste  t  "  Sir,  they  oannot ;  and  however 
deairaUe  and  important  it  may  be  to  ns,  to 
«rtablish  a  commercial  interoonrse  with  those 


clothed,  to  efibot  this  o^eot,  it  will  be  impoa- 
^ble  fw  tfaem  to  effect  it  tk»r»,  because  tiie 
Flenipotentiariee  on  the  part  of  those  Repnblloe, 
•re  <9}>rert^  prohibited,  by  all  the  treaties  be- 
tween thoae  Republics,  (bH,  at  least,  which 
have  been  laid  bdbre  lu,)  froni  doing  an^  thing, 
■■  regards  their  relatione  with  foreign  nations. 
Then,  mr,  if  this  object  oannot  be  effected, 


I  repeat  it  sgwn,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  there  is 
nothioK  more  clear,  nothing  more  obvlona, 
than  that  those  Plenipotentiaries  con  enter 
into  no  negotiation  on  behalf  of  their  different 
fiOTemments,  as  regards  their  relations  with 
f<M«ign  nations.  How,  then,  is  the  oli'  ' 
tboi^ht  of  so  mnch  oonseqnenoe  bj  the  < 
mittee,  to  be  acoomplishedt  How  are  we  to 
nta^e  treaties  Vith  Plenipotentiaries  who  are 
forbidden  to  make  any  f 

To  proT^  sir,  that  this  object  esnnot  be  ef- 
ftetea  at  the  Congress  of  Iviama,  permit  me 
to  read  the  article  of  the  treaty  between  Colom- 
bia and  Chili,  which  is  predsuy  the  same  as  in 
aQ  the  other  treaties  before  as,  and  the  very 
artide,  too,  quoted  by  the  eommittee,  (not  in 
trUnao,  str,  bat  jnst  so  &r  a«  to  leaTe  justifiable 
noond  for  their  oonolnsicHi  from  the  part  cited.) 
It  reada  as  follows:  Article  84.  "Thiscompaot 
of  niuon,  league,  and  oonfederation,  shall  in  no 
vise  intompt  the  exercise  of  the  national  sor- 
ovignty  of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  as 
well  as  to  what  regards  their  laws,  and  the  es- 
teWdiment  and  form  of  their  respective  Gov- 
emmenta,  at  to  what  regardt  their  relationt  mth 
Mhtr  forti^  fiotwiM:"  These  latter  are  the 
words  omitted  by  the  eonmdttee,  and  the 
words  which  defeat  the  ottjeot  of  negotiating 
a  treaty  witlt  thpae  powers,  as  regards  our  po- 
Btica]  and  oommerotal  oonoems ;  tat  each  of 
tiMse  powers  has  reserved  the  ri^tto  estobUab 


such  relstions  with  foreign  naticms,  as  may  beat 
suit  its  xnditBidval  interest. 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  object  cannot  be  at- 
tained at  Panama,  the  question  arises :  What 
objects  are  to  be  attained  by  sending  Hintsten 
to  that  Congress  t  None,  sir ;  in  mj  opinion, 
nMie :  none,  at  least,  that  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  Uoited  Slates.  On  the  con- 
trary, fflveAmay  bedonetoli^Qre,if  nottomin, 
our  political  prospects. 

Be^es,  let  me  ask,  should  we  send  our  IDn- 
isters  to  this  CongrMS,  in  what  cuiacity  and 
with  what  powers  sre  thev  to  attend  the  delib- 
erations that  may  be  held  ?  Surely,  sir,  they 
must  ent«r  it  clothed  with  the  same  powers 
which  the  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the 
ottier  States  are  clothed  with.  It  is  idle  to  teQ 
me  that  the  Representatives  of  different  nationa 
would  meet  there  clothed  with  different  pow> 
era  and  for  different  purpoees;  if  so,  what  could 
they  effect  t  No,  sir :  they  meet  there  fhtnt 
their  respective  nationa,  Jnit  as  we  meet  here 
from  onr  respective  distriata;  all  equal,  and 
npon  the  aame  footing. 

And  where  are  we  to  look  for  the  nowen 
they  are  to  possess  T  Why,  sir,  I  would  have 
said,  to  the  ^eaties  between  thoee  States ;  bnt 
I  am  here  met  at  the  threshold  by  the  gentla- 
man  from  New  Tork,  (llr.  Wood,)  who  tells  oa 
that  the  powers  of  theee  Plenipoteutlariea  ar« 
not  derived  from  those  treaties,  but  from  their 
own  instructions,  with  which  we  are  not  ae- 
qusint«d.  Bnt,  sir,  if  their  powers  are  not  to 
be  found  In  these  treaties,  then  am  I  thrown 
upon  the  wide  world  for  conjectnre.  But,  rir, 
I  shaB,  with  mat  deference  for  that  gentle- 
man, assume  Ue  contrary  gronnd,  and  say  that 
they  have  no  powers,  except  those  only  which 
are  given  them  by  these  treaties ;  for  it  is  clear- 
ly correct  to  say,  that  the  power  which  oreatea, 
gives  to  the  creature  whatever  power  it  poa- 
sesses.     This   admitted,  I  ask  where  is  tiie 

Ewer  which  created  this  Congress,  and  eatab- 
hed  the  rules  by  which  these  Plenipotentia- 
ries are  to  act  and  to  be  governed!  Theee 
treaties  are  the  power.  The  Congress  has  no 
other  creator.  And  here  let  me  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  12th,  18th,  and 
14tb  articles  of  the  treaty  between  Colombia 
and  Chili,  where  the  first  mention  of  this  as- 
sembly is  to  be  seen ;  (and  there  are  oorrft* 
spondent  articles  in  all  the  other  treaties  befora 

Artidelfl.  "  To  draw  more  closely  tbebondi 
which  ought,  in  fotnre,  to  unite  both  Stat«% 
and  to  remove  sny  difflonlty  which  may  pre- 
sent itself,  or  interrupt,  in  any  manner,  tn^ 
good  correspondence  and  harmony,  on  Aasu- 
BLT  (here,  sir,  is  the  origin)  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  two  Plenipotentiaries  for  eaoh 
party,  in  the  same  terms  and  with  the  sama 
formalities^  which,  in  conformity  to  established 
usages,  ought  to  be  observed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Ministers  of  ei^nat  class  near  Uis 
Governments  of  foreign  nations," 

Artdcle  18.  "Both  partiea  KibU^t  OwmuhVi 
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to  interpoae  thdr  good  offlee*  with  the  Goveni- 
menta  of  the  other  States  of  Amerioa,  formerly 
Spanish,  to  enter  into  this  eompaet  of  unim, 
Itomuf,  and  eo^federatioti." 

les,  lir,  and  tbej  have  not  oonfinad  them- 
(elves  to  the  Spanish  American  States  only : 
hot  are  ''interposing  their  good  offices,"  "to 
iudnoe  rs  to  enter  into  this  compact  of  union, 
leBgne,  and  oonfederstion." 

And  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  IGnlsten  at 
this  meeting  I  We  find  Uia  answer  in  the 
next  article ; 

Article  14,  "  As  soon  as  the  great  object  haa 
been  altoined,  a  General  AMemblr  of  the 
Amerioan  States  shall  be  convened,  oompoeed 
of  their  PleniDOtentiarie^  wftA  the  tmrge  nfet- 
meiUing^  tn  toe  mott  tend  momiwr,  the  hitimate 
reladons  whieh  onght  to  eikt  between  ever^ 
one  of  them ;  and  who  maj  serve  as  a  eovnoU 
in  the  grtat  eot\fitett,  as  a  rallf/itti/ poinl  in  the 
(tfnwnon  dangeri,  as  a  faitbfol  interpreter  of 
their  public  treaties  whendifQonlties  oeonr,  and 
M  an  umpire  and  oondliator  in  their  disrates 
and  difTerenoes." 

This,  sir,  is  what  the  Flanlpotentiariee  will 
have  to  do  when  th^  meet  at  Panama;  for 
these  treaties  are  their  oharter— the  eonstitn- 
tion  which  ia  to  govern  their  acts,  as  our  Fed- 
tni  ecmstitntion  governs  onrs.  80  that,  if  we 
•end  our  Uinisten  there,  they  loo  moat  be 
"«Aafysi  uftA  temattmg,  t»  the  moit  tolid  and 
atable  monnff-,  Mow  iatunaU  rtlationt  which 
are  to  exist  b^ween  diem."  We,  too,  sir,  mnst 
•srist  in  fb^lng  out  thoee  "  bonds  which  are  to 
bind  them  tt^ethet  in  this  compact  of  union, 
leigae,  and  confederadon ;"  and,  if  we  aaust  in 
forging  out  these  bonds,  we  most  become  one 
Incorporate,  and  bound  by  them :  (mileea,  in- 
deed, we  send  our  Fleoipotentiarlea  there,  only 
to  shake  hands  with  the  Flenipotentiariea  of 
theae  nations,  and  t«  uy  to  them,  We  wish  joa 
well — good  bye ;  and  this,  he  suspected,  would 
be  nearly  the  aaumnt  of  what  we  should  be 
»bl»  to  Moomplieh  ao  far  as  respeote  our  com- 
ment interests.)  Bnt,  if  we  are  to  be  bonnd 
by  Hieee  ties,  what  shall  we  have  done  t  We 
■hall  have  entered  into  an  alliance — "  an  en- 
tanj^JDg  jjlianoe."  And  should  Old  Bpain  ever 
attunpt  to  reconquer  her  colonies,  or  shoold 
any  other  power  attempt  to  sever  their  union, 
then  shall  we  be  bonnd  to  step  forward  and  de- 
fend tliem ;  and,  in  the  memorable  language  of 
Oasca,  when  he  entered  the  conspiracy  against 
Offisar,  the  Uuted  States  most  "  set  her  foot  ~  ~ 
fkr  as  who  goes  farthest." 

Bnt  we  are  told  by  the  Predd«it  that  we  are 
to  send  our  IGnieters  there  to  advise  and  oon- 
snlL  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  0.,  snSciently  ac- 
qnainted  with  the  law  of  nations  '     " 


pl^t  00  the  part  of  Spain,  and  that  she 
consider  it  a  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity  which  now  exist  between  us  ana  that 
power :  for  it  is  a  principle  of  municipal  law, 
and  will,  I  preaome,  ^ply  equally  to  the  law 


take  the  life  of  0,  and,  in  aocordauoe  with  thia 
advice,  B  commits  the  murder,  then  is  A  an 
atsoeBBOTj  before  ttti  Gut,  aad,  in  law,  equally 
guilty  with  B.  Bnt,  as  regards  nationo,  there 
are  no  aooeesoriea,  all  are  principals ;  and  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that,  should  we  send  lCuii»- 
tera  to  Puiama,  to  advise  and  oonsnlt  with  th<M» 
belligerent  Republics,  how  to  munlain  tbeir 
independence  ag^nst  Spain,  that,  by  that  vmj 
act,  we  become  co-belligerent^  and  must,  siut 
may,  justly,  l>e  considered  by  Spun  as  her  «at- 
emy.  To  bring  this  home  to  the  ntembwa  of 
this  House,  permit  me  to  put  a  caae,  hypotticA- 
ieallr.  Simpoae  this  eouatry  was  at  war  with 
Ki^and,  and  die,  in  order  tba  better  to  ar- 
range some  plan  by  whiidi  she  eonid  et^d  oar 
overthrow,  propoaed  to  the  crowned  heads  oi 
Europe  to  send  PlenipotenUarie*  to  meet  at 
partdoolar  point,  deai^nated  by  her,  fi» 


the  porpoee  of  oonsnltmg  and  advising  with  h^ 
how  to  accomplish  that  oltJect  And  snppoae 
that,  in  accordance  with  this  invitation,  tJioM 


powers  with  whom  we  have  the  meet  frimdly 
interooorse,  and  between  whom  and  us  there 
exist  treaties  of  peace,  amity,  and  ctMnmerce, 
should  accept  the  invitation,  and  send  their 
Ministers  for  that  purpose — I  qipeal  to  ever^ 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  if  be  would  not  view 
this,  on  the  part  of  those  powers,  as  a  violatioD 
of  those  IHendly  relations  which  exist  between 
us.  Oan  they  deny  that  they  would  t  And  if 
80,  is  not  this  case  strictly  in  point!  But,  sir, 
on  this  part  of  the  argument,  I  submit  my  re- 
marks with  diffidence,  fbr  the  reason  I  before 
ass^ned. 

Mr.  BtTBa.'ofW^nia,  then  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  MoLuii's  amendment,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lovring  after  the  words  "aforesaid  Govern- 
ments," where  those  words  occur ; 

"Or  any  compact  or  eng«ement  by  which  the 
United  Btatea  shall  be  fltdgtdUi  the  Sptuiish  Amer- 
ican States  to  nuiDtain,  by  force,  the  principle  that 
no  part  1^  the  American  continents  ia  benceforward 
subject  to  ookmintion  by  any  European  power." 

Mr.  B.  eipreaaed  an  intention  to  address  the 
committee  in  support  of  this  amendment,  bat,  in 
the  meanwhile^  moved  that  the  oommittee  rise. 

Tiie  motion  prevailed — ayei  04— and  then  the 
oommittee  rose. 

The  House  at^jonnied. 

TWmDXT,  April  ft. 
Mimion  to  Panama. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Cnion,  Mr.  Sravair- 
SOS,  of  Va.,  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  RelatitHiSj  on  the  Mes> 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  Dmted  States,  in 
relation  to  the  Mission  to  Panama. 

Mr.  Bivas,  who  had  a  right  to  the  floor, 
(having  moved  last  evening  for  the  rinng  of 
Uiecommittae,)  being  une^MUdljabMiit  tern 
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tbe  House,  Mr.  foent  addrasaed  Qm  commit- 
tM  Bs  follows: 

Hr.  Gbairmsn :  There  ia  one  tuijeet  to  be 
disoiUBed  at  the  Congreaa  at  PnnmM,  in 
which  1  feel  a  deep  interest,  as  bemg  one  of 
the  BepreMDtattTes  of  a  Sontbem  State.  I 
slln^  to  th«  cooditioD  of  t^e  ialauda  of  Cnba 
and  Porto  Rico.  If  the  amendment  now  before 
the  oommittee  ehoold  be  adopted,  onr  HiniBterB 
will  be  prevented  fiton  taking  any  part,  or 
making  anj  remODstranee  npim  (Aa(  m(^;m:,  and 
for  thia  reaaoo,  if  tot  none  otbM',  I  am  opposed 
to  that  ameodment.  &t,  the  condition  of  tiie 
Idand  of  Cnba,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Scale  <a  LooisJana,  ooe  of  whose  Reprteenta- 
tires  I  ami,  excites  mj  most  lively  anzietiea. 
To  the  destiny  of  Gaba  we  are  not  indifferent. 
Our  empathies,  our  partialitj  for  free  and  in- 
dependent GovenuneDts,  make  ub  not  indiffer- 
ent to  the  condition  of  our  fellow-men,  the  sab- 
JMts  of  ntonsrcbj;  under  any  other  circum- 
ataocee,  and  differently  eitoated,  we  wonld  hail 
with  pleasure  the  indepaodence  of  Caba ;  bat 
for  reaaoita,  Vr.  Cbainnao.  which  yon,  aa  a 
Soathem  man,  /eel,  and  the  nation  know,  I 
altoDld  look  Qpon  that  event,  as  connected  with 
oar  iDteresta  and  with  hnmanity,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  which,  in  the  enstbg  state  of 
thinp,  conld  l>efall  the  Sonthem  States,  and 
particularly  the  State  of  Lonistana.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  popnkticm  of  Cnba  to  jnstdfy  my 
fears.  Sir,  do  yon  believe  that  if  the  Repablics 
of  the  Sooth  were  to  unit«  to  aid  Caba  in  her 
independence,  that  its  liberty  would  be  achieved, 
in  peace  and  good  feeling  between  all,  and 
without  Boenes  of  min,  horror,  and  desolation, 
too  painfhl  to  be  portrayed  t  Would  not  the 
idgnal  for  ita  independence  be  the  watchword 
tor  ofufthtr  e^jaett  And  how  conld  it  be  re- 
atraioed  t  Where  would  be  the  aimed  force  to 
tUv  dM  bloody  torrent? 

Bnt,  let  OS  for  a  moment  mippom,  that  the 
independence  of  CqIw  conld  be  effected  with- 
out an  attempt  of  a  cert^  part  of  its  popula- 
0<xi  to  attain  the  ascendency — is  it  not  reason- 
able for  ns  to  Bttppoae  that  part  of  its  popnla- 
titm,  as  in  the  other  Sonth  American  Republics, 
would  all  be  declared  free ;  and,  if  so,  with  the 
Uack  popotation  of  Mexico  on  the  frontier  of 
LooiMana,  and  Hayti  and  Caba  for  neighbors, 
whit  wotild  be  the  condition  of  the  Southern 
plantenf  Sir,  the  very  thooght  of  the  conse- 
qaences  flowing  from  such  a  state  of  things,  ex- 
cite feeUngs  too  heart-rending  to  be  dwelt  npon 
tor  <Hie  moment  I  muat  turn  from  them.  To 
prerent  snch  a  state  of  things,  and  to  remon- 
strate with  the  Sonth  American  Republics 
against  their  lending  their  aid  to  produce  an 
event  lo  filled  with  evil  to  the  Southern  States, 
and  80  blocking  to  humanity,  the  President  of 
the  TTnit«d  States  has  told  ns  in  his  Measage 
that,  "  the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Cnba  and 
Porto  Bieo  is  of  deeper  import  and  more  imme- 
diat«  bearing  npon  the  prteent  interests  and  fu- 
ture prospects  of  onr  Union.  The  oorreapond- 
flooe   herewith  transmitted,  will  ahow    how 


earnestly  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of  thia 
Oovenunent.  The  invasion  of  both  those  isl- 
ands, by  the  united  forces  of  Mexico  and  Co- 
lombia, Is  avowedly  tunong  the  objects  to  be 
matured  by  the  belligerent  States  at  Panama. 
The  convulsions  to  which,  from  the  peculiar 
oompoaition  of  their  population,  they  wonld  be 
liable  in  the  event  of  snch  an  invasion,  and  the 
danger  therefrom  resulting  of  their  falling  ulti- 
mate into  the  hands  of  some  European  power 
othw  than  Spain,  will  not  admit  of  our  looking 
at  the  eonseqaenoes  to  which  the  Congress  at 
Panama  may  lead,  with  indifference.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  npon  this  topic,  or  to  say 
more  than  that  all  onr  efforts  in  reference  to 
this  interest,  will  be  to  preserve  the  existing 
state  of  things :  the  tranquillity  of  the  ielanda, 
tmd  the  peace  and  seonrity  of  their  inhabit 
tants."  And  if  the  present  amendment  be 
adopted,  this  very  suliJect,  so  interesting  to  the 
Sontii,  will  be  excluded  iVom  the  instrnotions 
of  onr  Ministers.  How  can  it  be  expected  that, 
ratnated  as  I  am,  utd  representing  the  interatal 
do,  I  would  advocate  an  amendment  calcolated 
to  do  so  ^)eat  an  evil  to  my  oonstituents  t  No^ 
never.  Were  I  to  do  it,  I  wonld  be  unworthy 
of  the  station  I  now  flU. 

1  have  been  astonit^ed,  Mr,  Chairman,  at  the 
course  of  some  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress,  (for  I  suppose  I 
can  refer  lo  their  speechw  as  matter  d  histo- 
ry,) in  opposing  this  mission.  Sir,  not  a  voice 
from  the  Sonth  ought  to  be  raised  against  it. 
It  is  suicide  to  do  it.  Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  Louisiana  alone,  of  all  the  Southern  State^ 
except  Maryland,  in  the  vote  given  in  the  other 
branch  of  this  L^pslatur^  should  have  been  in 
favor  of  this  mbsion  f  Isitpossible  that  South- 
ern men  so  far  forget  the  vital  interests  they 
represent,  as  to  orerlook  them  for  other  ob- 
jects f  Can  an  opposition  to  the  present  Ad- 
ministration be  BO  pr^udiced  as  not  to  see 
that  this  measure,  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, is  for  the  protection  of  our  Southern  in- 
terests! No,  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
overlook  it,  if  they  divest  themselves  of  all 
pr^ndices,  and  calmly  look  at  the  attitnde  cf 

To  contradict  the  assertions  which  have  gone 
abroad  in  the  public  prints  and  otheru-ise,  and 
have  been  repeated  m  this  Hall,  that,  as  re- 
gards Cuba,  lie  Administration  is  friendly  to 
the  views  of  the  South  American  Republics, 
and  that  thia  mission  will  lead  to  this  Qov 


ment's  lending  their  aid  in  that  way,  to  do 
injury  to  the  Southern  interests,  I  must  c 


caU 


the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  in  which  he  discloses  bis  views 
upon  the  subject,  and  clearly  refutes  the  mo- 
tives attempted  to  be  attributed  to  him,  and 
concluuvely  shows  that  the  object  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  chunge 
in  the  condition  of  Cuba,  in  any  manner  what- 
soever, and  thereby  t«  protect  our  interests,  in- 
stead of  destroying  them.  Bis  words  are,  and 
I  have  referred  to  them  before :  "  The  eonvut 
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rions  to  Khich,  from  the  peculiar  oompontion 
.  of  their  population,  [allndin^  to  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bico,]  thej'  would  beliable  id  the  event  of  inch 
tn  invHsioD,  and  the  danger  therefrom  reanldng 
of  their  falling  ultiroatel?  into  the  hands  ^ 
eome  Earupean  power,  other  than  Spain,  will 
not  admit  of  onr  looking  at  the  conaeqnenoea  to 
which  the  Congreas  at  Panama  may  lead,  with 
Indifference,  ft  ia  anneceasary  to  enlarge  np<ni 
thia  t«pio ;  or  to  say  more  than  that  all  our  ef- 
forts in  reference  to  thia  intereat,  [meaning  the 
Sonthem,]  will  be  to  preBerve  the  eiisting  state 
of  things,  the  traaquillitf  of  the  islands,  and  the 
peace  and  aecurity  of  their  inhabitants." 

After  this  fair,  manlj  exposition  of  the  views 
of  the  Administration,  how  can  gentlemen  mis- 
oomrtrae  the  real  motives  which  govern  in  this 
easel  I  much  fear,  Ur.  Chairman,  that  the 
Impolitic  opposition  made  to  thia  mianon,  has 
before  this  sealed  the  fate  of  Cuba.  It  has  been 
delayed  by  the  very  interest  which  ought  to 
have  hastened  it  Two  montha  sooner  and  the 
firm  remonstranoe  of  onr  Government  against 
any  interference  of  the  Republics,  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Cnba,  might  have  produced  all  the  ben- 
eflcial  effects  we  oonid  hope  fbr.  If  the  reports 
we  have  lately  received  fh>m  Oampeachy  be 
tme,  of  a  large  force  having  assembled  to  make 
an  attack  on  Onba,  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Bepnblics  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  I  fear  the 

J  abiotic  exertions  of  the  Pretddent  to  atay  the 
low,  will  be  too  late.  If  so,  what  will  or  can 
the  Opposers  of  this  wise  and  salatary  measure 
say,  to  justify  themselves  to  the  American  peo- 
ple I  Sir,  gentlemen  may  declaim  and  tret,  and 
the  opposition  may  resort  to  what  achemes  and 
intrignes  they  please,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Ad- 
ministration upon  this  subject,  and  overwhelm 
its  opposers  with  shame  and  confHision.  Bir, 
the  people  are  not  to  be  driven ;  they  will  fol- 
low their  own  Judgments,  formed  A'om  sober 
reflection,  and  the  beat  conaiderations,  for  their 
ooantry's  good.  They  may,  fbr  a  time,  be  hur- 
ried away  oy  the  enthnsiasm  of  their  character, 
bat  they  soon  retnm  to  their  better  judgments ; 
and  whenever  a  measure,  like  the  present,  is 
oalcnlated  to  promote  their  interests,  to  protect 
the  principles  of  liberty,  npon  which  their  h^>- 
pj  Government  is  foanded.  and  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  tbeir  fellow-men  thronghont 
the  world,  they  will  always  approve  of  it;  and 
he  who  undertakes  to  deceive  them,  deceives 
himself. 

Mr.  Bms  said  he  was  admonished,  by  every 
oonsideration  of  a  personal  nature,  to  abstain 
ftom  any  partioipation  ia  the  present  discussion. 
No  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  himself 
haw  little  ability  ho  poaseased,  at  any  time,  to 
assist  the  deliberationa  of  this  Honse,  and  that 
ability,  small  as  it  was  at  ell  times,  waa  now 
materially  laaseoed  by  the  effeota  of  loug-con- 
tinaed  infirmity.  Nevertheless,  he  was  nrged, 
by  an  impnlae  which  he  could  not  resist,  to  say 
something  upon  the  present  occasion.  The 
notivea  of  poblio  men,  for  the  part  they  shall 


sot  in  reference  to  thia  subject,  have  been,  and 
will  be,  drawn  into  question.  While,  on  the 
one  hsad,  aervility  and  snbservienoe  may  be 
attributed  to  those  who  ahtdl  support  the  meas- 
ure, (he  was  not  aware  that  anch  an  impntatiun 
had  been  made,  and  he  was,  certainly,  very  far 
fhim  making  it  himself,)  on  the  ottier  hand,  we 
know  that  those  who  cannot  bring  their  'minds 
to  approve  it,  in  all  the  latitude  of  its  various 
oliiecto,  have  been  accused  of  being  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  flactions  opposition  to  the  present 
AdmiuistraticD.  Xbis  consideration  naturally 
made  one  desirous  of  placing  his  opiniona,  and 
the  groands  of  them,  before  the  world,  that 
they  might  speak  for  themselves,  and  that  it 
might  ha  seen  that  they  have,  at  least,  a 
safficient  fbandatioD,  b  reason,  to  exempt  them 
tFom.  the  suspicion  of  oiidnaciug  in  personal 
and  unworthy  motives.  But  this  is  not  alL 
The  subject  itaclf  is  cue  of  the  deepest  interest. 
No  qaealjon  has  arisen,  in  my  opinion,  said 
Hr.  R.,  since  we  assumed  our  eqnsl  rank  among- 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  not  exciting  the  late 
declaration  of  war  agwnst  Great  Britain,  fearfiil 
and  momentous  as  that  was,  which  involves 
more  important  consequences  to  the  peao^ 
happiness,  and  iVee  political  institutions  of  this 
country.  The  measure  proposed  is  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  from  the  uniform  and  settled 
policy  pursued  by  this  Government  in  times 
past-— a  policy,  in  the  observance  of  which,  yre 
have  reaped  the  most  abundant  A^lts  of  pros- 
perity and  honor.  It  seeks  to  Intfodnce  a  new 
system  in  the  conduct  and  adjustment  of  onr 
foreign  relations.  While  we  profess  to  cultivate 
"peace,  commerce,  and  honest  friendship,"  with 
alt  nations,  tliis  system  proposes  to  connect  oa, 
by  ties  of  a  more  intimate  and  fraterual  charac- 
ter, with  the  nations  of  one-half  of  the  globe, 
by  which  we  are  to  be  segregated  firom,  and, 
in  a  manner,  arrayed  against,  those  of  the  other 
half;  by  which  we  are  to  make  common  canse 
with  the  former,  in  the  defence  of  their  new- 
born, and  yet  precarious  independence ;  and,  in 
short,  to  identify  our  interests,  and  unite  onr 
destinies,  with  tneirs. 

If  thia  be  the  true  character  of  the  measure 
now  under  consideration,  and,  in  my  couacience, 
I  moat  solemnly  believe  that  it  is,  it  becomes  ns 
to  weigh  it  weU  before  we  give  it  the  irrevocable 
aanotion  of  our  votes  in  this  Hall.  That  we 
have  the  right  thus  fteely  to  deliberate  upon  it, 
has  not  yet  been  openly  questioned,  in    the 

Ggresa  of  this  discussion ;  but  the  idea  has 
n  suggested,  in  conversation,  that,  as  the 
oonstitntion  has  confided  to  the  President  sod 
Senate  the  power  of  making  appointments,  and 
as  Ministers  to  Panama  have  been  appointed  by 
them,  we  have  no  longer  any  discretion  upon 
the  su^eot,  but  are  bonnd  to  make  the  appro- 
priations necessary  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  mission.  Such,  sir,  is  not  the  doctrina 
of  the  President  himself,  who  has  shown  no 
dispoaitdon  to  concede,  with  too  much  facility, 
powers  to  other  deputmente  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in   dentation   of    bis  own.      In   hli 
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Venage,  both  to  this  Hoiue  and  the  Senate,  he 
Mibmits  the  eabjeot  to  the  "  free  determiuation" 
of  the  Legislfttiire.  Neither  wm  this  the  doo- 
triDS  of  this  House,  in  'S6,  vhen  theee  seata 
were  fiUed  with  some  of  the  wisest  men  who 
have  adorned  any  portion  of  onr  annaJs.  On 
thAt  Docasioo,  the  Honse  uf  KepresentatiTea,  in 
«  mnch  more  dnubtfol  case — in  the  case  of  s 
treatj  which  bad  been  doly  ratified — affirmed 
tb^  right,  in  the  freest  and  fuUeet  manner,  to 
groat  or  withhold  an  appropriation  of  money, 
or  any  other  act  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  oEfect.  A  treaty  is  a  nntnal  and  aolemn 
contract,  between  two  parties ;  and,  when  it 
has  been  <xaisnmmated,  with  aU  the  forma 
prescribed  by  the  ooDstitntion,  there  is  plansiK 
bility,  at  least,  in  contending  that  it  hinda  the 
&ith  of  the  nation,  and  is  obligatory  npon  all 
the  authorities  of  the  OoTemment.  Bat  the 
appointment  of  Ministers  is  an  act  confined  to 
one  party  only,  inferring  no  obligation  to  any 
otlter ;  and  there  can  Im  no  gronnd  for  saying 
that  tbe  fkith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  b^  it. 
Bat,  mr,  why  need  I  dwell  npon  this  oUeotiont 
Have  we  been  engaged  in  a  solemn  mroe  for 
tiie  last  two  months?  Wherefore  have  we 
repeated  call  aft«r  call  upon  the  ExeontiTe,  jbr 
infinmatioQ,  and  reoeived  &om  tbe  ExecntiTe 
oonunnnication  after  commnnicatioa  in  rela- 
tion to  tliia  subject,  if  not  to  enable  ns  to 
decide  whether  we  wonld  or  would  not  grant 
the  appropriation  which  haa  been  asked  of  uat 
Did  it  need  all  this  preparation  to  quallQ'  ns 
fbr  an  act  which  we  were  bound,  in  any  event, 
to  perform !  Was  it  proper,  on  ike  one  part,  to 
ank,  or,  on  the  other,  to  give,  so  mnch  light,  if 
we  were  compelled,  blindly  and  implicitly,  to 
aanctiiMi  the  measure  proposed  t 

In  deciding  the  question  aubmitted  to  os, 
Quid,  we  must  dismiss  ail  eitraneons  oonsidera- 
tiona,  and  look  eiclosivelj  to  the  intrinsic  merits 
ot  the  measure  itself  or,  in  other  words,  to  the 
diaractor  of  the  objects  proposed  to  be  ao- 
eomplistaed  by  it  oo  many  and  such  various 
ofajecta  have  been  auggested,  as  the  motives  of 
this  extraordinary  measure,  that  the  mind  is 
bewildered  and  lost  in  conAuion,  amid  their 
multiplicity;  and  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
fix  the  attention  long  enough  upon  any  one  of 
then],  to  estimate  its  precise  bearing  on  the 
general  proposition.  Bnt,  In  reviewing  them 
again  and  again,  my  attention  has  been  forcibly 
arrested  by  two,  of  a  Qharaoter  so  portentons 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  country, 
that,  were  all  the  rest  not  only  innocent  and 
Mfe,  bnt  in  the  highest  d^ree  useful  and  im- 
portant, I  conld  not  lend  my  concurrence  to 
the  measnre^  while  t&g]/  contanned  to  be  em- 
bnoed  within  ila  scope.  The  two  objects 
alluded  to,  are  resistance  to  the  interference  of 
any  tbird  power  in  the  quarrel  between  Spain 
and  her  late  colonies,  and  opposition  to  ail 
future  colonization  on  either  oonUnent  of 
America.  So  general  seema  to  be  the  imprM- 
Bon  of  tbe  danger  and  inexpediency  of  commit' 
Umg  onrselTes,  in  relation  to  these  topioe,  that 


the  oon^aration  of  the  propriety  of  the  mia< 
aion  to  Panama,  with  a  large  malority  of  per- 
sona, haa  assumed  tbe  shape  of  an  inquiry 
whetber  we  <tr«  likely  to'bt  »o  Mmmitted—iu^ 
ahtther  we  ought  to  m.  Bome  of  the  friends  of 
misdon  earnestly  deny  that  there  is  any 
in  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  committed 
upon  tfaeee  topics,  by  any  thing  proposed  to  ba 
dona  at  Panama,  while  others,  who  have  mor« 
'ally  explored  the  evidence,  observe  a  dia- 
.  silenoe  upon  the  anbject.  Although  these 
topics  evidently  constituted  the  original  induce- 
ment, the  primum  mobile  of  the  invitatioD 
given  us  to  attend  the  Congress  at  Panama, 
yet,  in  the  elaborate  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belations,  there  is  not  the  slightest  alia* 
Mon  to  them.  In  the  Message  of  the  President, 
althou^  allnded  to,  they  are  overlaid  and  smoth- 
ered by  other  matter ;  and  there  is  a  maoiiiMt 
sAynaMin  approaching  them,  on  this  floor. 

How  it  bxa  happened  that  these  ottJeot^ 
which  originally  stood  in  tbe  front  of  the  pic- 
ture, have  been  thus  shifted  to  the  back- 
ground, where  they  are  almost  lost  in  the  ob- 
scnrity  of  the  distance,  it  is  not  for  me  to  eX- 
plain ;  but,  t)elieving  tJiat  they  are  all-impor- 
tant in  ^ving  its  true  character  and  expression 
to  the  piece,  1  shall  bring  them  forwaro,  in  fUI 
relief  to  their  proper  posildon  upon  the  canvas. 
I  shall  undertake  to  prove,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  documents  in  our  possession,  that, 
if  Ministers  are  seat  to  the  Ck)n»«ss  at  Pana- 
ma, onr  Government  is  committed  to  take  part 
in  its  deliberations,  relating  to  thete  6bjeet»— 
that  they  are  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  ob- 
jects, in  which  our  participation  was  sought 
by  the  States  who  invited  onr  attendance— ^and 
that  the  result  of  our  participation  in  them  will 
moat  probably  be  the  adoption  of  measures  en- 
dangering the  future  peace  of  the  country.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  plan,  it  will  be  l>eside 
my  pnrpoee  to  inquire  how  far  a  Cougresa, 
which  has  the  power  to  "  fix  "  and  "  aetor- 
mine  "  the  respective  military  and  naval  con- 
tingents, or  thetr  equivalents,  which  are  to  be 
famished  by  parties  engaged  in  a  oommou  war, 
which  has,  too,  the  faruier  power  of  "  inter- 
preting the  treaties  "  that  may  tie  made,  and  of 
"arbitrating  the  differences"  that  may  arise 
among  those  parties,  can  l>e  Joatly  denominated 
a  dipumatie  meeting,  or  a  eontaUatiee  body, 
merely.  Whether  the  Congress  be  sovereign 
or  consultative,  legislative  or  diplomatic,  stilt 
the  objects  I  have  indicated  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  it,  and  in  a  manner  eiponng  the  peace 
of  the  nation  to  the  most  serious  hasards.  Nor 
shall  I  inquire  how  far  it  is  oonaisl«nt  with  onr 

Kofesuons  of  neutrality,  in  Uie  existing  war 
tween  Spain  and  her  late  colonies,  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  a  Congress,  which 
has  evidently  grown  out  of  the  exigendei  of 
thai  war,  and  the  avowed  and  leading  object  of 
which  is  to  oombine  the  resources,  and  to  unite 
the  efforts  of  the  belligerents  on  one  dde,  in  a 
mon  vigorovt  prateeution  of  it — a  Oongress, 
too,  whose  ocoamonal  uboM  Stings,  u  tb^ 
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would  afford  a  coDTenieiit  oover  for  our  partJci- ' 
pation  in  its  hostile  deliberations,  might  well 
excite  BDBpicionB  aa  to  the  eood  faith  with . 
which  we  observed  our  deflation,  not  to 
ahare  in  its  connsels  of  that  character.  I  shall 
also  forbear  to  consider  an;  of  tlie  various  ob- 
jects, other  than  those  1  have  alreadj  referred 
to^  which  have  been  snggested  as  proper  for 
onr  joint  oonaultationB,  in  the  Congresa  of  Fan- 
ama.  All  those  objects,  in  m;  opinion,  have 
been  ahown  to  be  nseless,  impertinent,  nii»- 
ohievons,  impracticable,  or  attainable,  with 
•qaal  advantage,  in  t}ie  nsoal  mode  of  diplo* 
matio  negotiation.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
purpose,  if  I  establish  the  propositions  I  have 
uidertaken  to  maintain,  in  relation  to  the  two 
frondaent  objeett  ^  far  as  we  are  concerned) 
of  the  OongreSB  at  Panama,  found  in  the  means 
of  refitting  the  interference  of  any  third 
power,  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  tbe 
Southern  Bepnblics,  and  the  mode  of  opposing 
Ooloniiation  on  either  continent  of  America. 

Uy  first  proposition  ia,  that,  if  we  send  l£in- 
isters  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  onr  Govern- 
ment stands  eommitted  to  take  part  in  its  deiib- 
erations  relating  to  these  objecte.  Now,  sir,  to 
determine  this  point,  let  us  refer  to  the  terms 
of  the  invitation,  addressed  to  ns,  and  the  terou 
of  its  acceptance.  It  will  be  recollected  \>y  the 
committee,  tliat  the  UiniBtera  of  Mexico  and 
Colombia,  juatiy  doubting  how  far  it  would 
bon^st  with  the  policy  heretofore  pursued  by 
our  Government,  to  accept  an  invitation  to  the 
Ooogress  at  Panama,  previously  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  Itnow  whether  "  it  wonld 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  United  Statea  to  re- 
oeLve  such  an  invitation."  The  delicacy  which 
marlied  the  conduct  of  these  Ministers  is  highly 
honorable  to  them.  Their  olf{ect  waa  to  leave 
na  unemha/rraiaed  by  the  oonsideration  of  the 
wishes  or  feelings  of  their  Govarnman^  and 
in  a  condition  of  perfect  freedom,  to  decide  ac- 
cording to  our  0un  viete*  of  our  own  inUratt. 
The  Secretary  of  State  informed  them  that  the 
President  believed  that  the  proposed  Congress 
might  be  highly  nsafol  in  several  respeota,  but 
thought  it  eipedient  to  adjuat  befor^aod  cer- 
t^  preliminary  points,  such  as  "  <A«  tubjeeU  to 
wAteA  th*  alUntien  of  tht  Congrcu  tau  to  be 
direeUd,"  and  some  other  matters  of  a  similar 
character;  and  added,  that,  if  these  points 
could  be  arranged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States,  the  President  wonld  be  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  proffered  invitationa.  For 
the  purpose  of  satisfyioz  ttiis  requisition,  more 

Earticolarly  as  it  regarded  the  subjects  of  de- 
beration  in  the  proposed  Congress,  the  Mexi- 
can and  Colombian  Ulniaters  addressed  to  Mr. 
Clay  their  respective  JetUrs  of  the  ad  and  8d 
of  November.  What,  air,  does  the  Mexican 
Minister  say  I  The  following  extract  from  hia 
letter  will  show:  "The  Government  of  the 
Bubscriber  never  supposed  nor  desired,  that  the 
United  Statea  of  America  would  take  part  in 
the  Gongresa  ahont  to  be  held,  in  other  matters 
tkan  those  which,  from  their  nature  and  im- 


portanoe,  the  late  Adminisbation  pointed  out 
and  ehoraoteriied  as  beipe  of  gnt«r»l  inUrmt 
to  the  ContmmU;  for  whioh  reason,  one  of  the 
snljeota  whioh  will  occopy  the  attention  of  th« 
Congress,  will  be  the  retittanee  or  cppositioa 
to  the  interferenoe  of  toy  neutral  natiim,  in 
the  question  and  war  of  independenoe,  betweea 
the  new  powers  of  the  Oootinent  and  ^taia. 
The  Government  of  the  nndersigned  aptvehendi^ 
that,  as  the  powers  of  Amerloa  ar»  ofateori  <w 
to  rMutonM,  it  behooves  them  to  discuss  th« 
means  of  giving  to  that  resiatance  all  poeaiUa 
force,  that  the  evil  may  be  met,  if  it  cannot  be 
avoided ;  and  the  only  means  of  aooomplishing 
this  object  it,  by  a  previous  concert  as  to  Ili« 
mode  iu  which  each  of  them  shall  lend  ita  co- 
operation ;  for,  otherwise,  resistanoe  would  op- 
erate but  partially,  and  in  a  manner  much  l«aa 
certain  and  effective.  The  opposition  to  colo- 
nization in  America,  by  the  European  powers 
will  be  another  of  the  questions  whioh  may  be 
discussed,  and  which  is  in  like  predicameot 
with  the  foregoing.  After  these  two  prineipal 
tuijeeU,  the  Representatives  of  the  Unit«d 
States  of  America  may  be  ooonpied  upon  oth- 
ers, to  which  the  existence  of  the  new  Statea 
may  g^ve  rise ;  and  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
point  out  or  enumerate ;  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stat«s  of  Mexico  will 
give  instructions,  and  ample  powera  to  its  oom- 
misaionen,  and  it  trosta  that  those  from  the 
other  powers  may  bear  the  same."  And 
again:  "To  whioh  end,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  tenor  of  Che  conversations  held  with  the 
houorable  Secretary  of  State,  the  underwritt^i 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  invites  this  Oovem- 
meut  to  send  Representatives  to  the  Oongreea 
of  Panama,  with  authorities  as  aforesaid,  and 
with  express  inatructions  in  thur  credentials 
upon  the  too  prijieipal  micttioni;  in  which 
step  he  is  likewise  joined  by  the  Minister  of 
Colombia,  and  with  which  he  trusts  he  has  fol- 
filled  all  that  was  stipulated  to  this  end." 
Now,  sir,  let  us  see  the  language  of  Mr.  Ciay'a 
answer.  He  says,  "  The  Resident  has  there- 
fore resolved,  should  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  now  expected  to  assemble  in  a  few 
days,  give  their  advioe  and  consent,  to  send 
commisnoners  to  the  Congress  of  Panama. 
Whilst  they  will  not  be  authorized  to  enter 
upon  any  deliberationa,  or  to  oononr  in  an; 
acts,  iDConsistent  with  t)i%  prttent  neutral  por- 
tion of  the  United  Statea,  and  its  obligationa, 
they  will  be  fiilly  empowered  and  instructed 
npon  all  questions  likely  to  arise  in  the  Con- 
KTess  on  (uftJMti  in  wAicA  the  nation*  of  Am&r- 
toa  hatt  a  sommon  inttrett." 

My  next  proportion  is,  that  these  subjeoti^ 
however,  or  for  whatever  reason  they  may 
have  been  kept  out  of  sight  recently,  are  the 
prinoipal.  if  not  the  only  sulyects  in  which 
our  participation  was  desired  by  the  Statea 
who  mvited  our  attendance  at  the  Oonrress  of 
Panama.  In  the  extract  I  have  already  resid 
to  the  committee,  from  the  letter  of  the  Mexi- 
can Minister,  ha  expreaaly  stylea   them  Mm 
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**  two  ^TMnpa^BabJeete"  for  consultation  villi 
tbe  Cnited  Btates ;  tnd  indeed  they  are  the 
tmtjf  satfjeots  speoifled  by  bim.  It  is  tme  that 
the  C<dombian  Minlater  suggests,  in  a  loose  and 
gMwral  «v,  some  other  sabjeot^  irhioh  might 
aagago  the  attention  irf  the  United  States  in 
0W  CcngTMa  of  Pmuudda.  But  he  dwells  on 
thcBC  two  with  partienlar  and  empbado  ear- 
DeBbMw,  M  ''poista  of  great  istorcBt,"  and 
••  of  imiiiediate  ntility  to  the  Araerioan  States 


that  ■ 

pMbt 


IT  with  Spain,"  and  stfos^ir  ap- 
>  the  MHoperatioa  of  this  GoTermnent 
D  relation  to  tbem. 

I  win  now  proceed  to  show  that  there  is 
CTW7  nwon  to  IxJieve,  from  what  has  alreadj' 
paaaed  between  oor  GoTemineiit  and  the  Span- 
fab  Amariaan  Btatas,  that  the  result  of  onr  par- 
tjeipation  in  these  sabjeots  at  the  Oongress  of 
Pananw,  will  be  the  adoption  of  measures  en- 
daiigeriiigtheflit«iTepeac«oftbecomitT7.  Bir, 
tbe  prme^ilt  at  reaiatanoe  by  force  is  alreadj 


eooHUDinate  the  midtrttandinff  which  has 
■Ircady  takut  place  bj  entering  into  a  fonnal 
mmpaet.  Id  tiie  veiy  pregnant  extract  from 
Am  letter  of  the  Mexican  Minister,  to  which  I 
haTV  alreadj  had  oeoa^on  twice  to  refer,  he 
■ara,  "as  the  powers  of  America  are  of  aeevrd 
■«  («  rwntfonee,"  it  behooves  them  "  to  disOQsa 
the  means  of  giving  to  that  rttutanct  all  posai' 
Ue  foTte^"  and  to  determine  bf  a  "  previons 
concert,  in  what  mode  each  partj  is  to  lend  its 
co-operation ;"  and  we  are  Invited  to  the  Con- 
greea  at  Panama  for  the  pnrpoee  of  entering 
vpon  tills  "  disonsrion,"  and  arranging  the 
temw  of  tbis  "  concert,"  or  ajstem  of  "oo- 
onrsticMi,''  Now  let  ns  see  what  the  Oolom- 
bim  Minister  sajs :  "  The  moaner  in  which  all 
wlonuatifHi  of  Eann)ean  powers  on  the  Amer- 
iean  Continent  shall  be  fetitUd,  and  their  iiit«r- 
CtrenM  in  the  present  contest  between  Spain 
oA  ber  fbnner  colonies  prevented,  are  other 
poiats  of  gnat  mterttt.  Were  it  proper,  an 
nwlna)  alliance,  in  case  these  events  should 
oeenr,  wblch  b  within  the  range  of  iiossibili- 
tieo,  and  the  treat;,  of  which  no  use  should  be 
■ade  until  the  eana  faiderU  shoold  happen,  to 
mnaln  secret ;  or,  if  this  ehonld  seem  prema- 
tare,  a  oooTention  so  anticipated  wonld  be  dif- 
fsraat  means  to  secure  the  same  end  of  pre- 
vcBtiiig  fbreigii  influence.  This  is  a  matter  of 
fmmttdiate  utUity  to  the  American  States  that 
■re  at  war  with  Spain,  and  is  in  aamriamu 
wiA  (As  •eep*aiiteL  deelaratiofu  and  pmUiti  of 
lie  Gdbinet  at  WaMnffton,  The  conferences 
b^  on  this  subject  being  confidential,  would 
fatereoae  mntnal  friendship,  and  promote  the 
rcq«ctive  interests  of  the  parties."  The  Seo- 
retarj  of  State,  in  his  answer  to  these  letters, 
does  not  express  anj  dment  from  the  proposi- 
titm»  or  ststementa  oontuned  in  them ;  from 
which  I  will  not  argne,  although  I  might  do  so 
with  great  pIntwiMnty,  that  he  is  to  be  oonsid- 
wed  as  otMMfHV  ^  ^^  partienlar  meature  of 
f^ieg  wggMted  in  the  axtract  last  read.    Bnt 


this  I  do  contend  for :  that,  so  far  as  those  let- 
ters undertake  to  state  matttr»  of  faet,  the 
omission  of  the  Beoretarj  t«  qualify  or  denj,  la 
a  &11  admitiion  of  them.  It  is  a  nile  of  famil- 
iar application,  in  the  investigation  of  evidence, 
in  private  oontroverEies,  Uiat  whatever  is 
affirmed  bj  one  psrtj,  in  the  presence  of  the 
other,  and  not  denied,  is  considered  as  admitted 
bjr  the  latter,  and  has  all  the  efiM  of  a  potititt 
wnfutvm  agunst  him.  Now,  what  is  this 
case !  The  Helican  Minister  saje,  in  bis  letter 
to  Mr.  Olaj,  "The  powers  of  America,"  fin- 
oloding  the  United  States,  of  course,)  "  are  of 
aeeord  as  to  rttUtoTiee,"  The  Colombian  Min- 
ister, after  en^eriing  a  particular  measure,  to 
secure  the  Jomt  efforts  of  the  parties  in  thia 
Tttittanee,  says:  "This  is  in  aecordanM  vitk 
tht  repeated  deeiarationt  and  protetU  of  tht 
Gabintt  at  Waiktngton."  Hr.  Qlaj  does  not 
gainsaj  either  of  these  assertions,  and  does, 
therefore,  in  effect,  admit  them  to  be  true. 

Bnt,  sir,  we  have  direct  wid  positive  evidence 
upon  this  BubjecL  under  the  hand  of  the  Seo- 
retarf  himself.  In  onr  diplomstio  intercourse 
with  the  Spanish  American  States,  he  haa 
traated  and  held  out  to  them  certain  vagne  and 
orscnlar  expressions,  in  a  Message  of  Uie  late 
President,  as  ^pledge,  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  not  to  permit  xaj  interference  qf  the 
European  powers  in  the  war  between  them  and 
the  mother  oonntry,  Tnien,  during  the  last 
summer,  a  French  fleet  appeared  in  the  West 
Indies,  with  the  supposed  design  of  taking  pos- 
session of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
and  an  appeal  was  made  to  us  bj  those  States 
to  interpose  in  their  behalf,  Mr.  Clay  recurred 
to  this  "■  memoTohle  pledge,"  as  he  expressly 
calls  it,  and  in  fulfilment  and  practical  recogni- 
tion of  it  as  a  pledgt  in  faet,  he  wrote  to  Mr, 
Brown,  onr  Minister  to  ^ance,  instmcting  him 
to  say  to  that  Government,  that  we  "  could  not 
eonietit  to  the  occupation  of  those  islands  by 
any  European  power  other  than  Sp^n,  onder 
any  contmgency  whatever,"  He  afterwards 
communicated  a  copy  of  thia  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  onr  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  author- 
iud  Aim  tc  read  it  to  the  fimetioiuiritt  of  that 
Gottemmtnt  at  an  interpretation  of  our  policy 
towards  the  States  of  Spanish  America,  and 
"vhat  tee  ieere^epared  to  do  "  in  their  behal£ 
If  this  proeeedmg  does  not  atmmit  the  Execu- 
tive of  tbe  United  States,  (so  far  as  they  have 
power  to  decide  the  question,)  to  the  ptnnt  of 
retutanee,  upon  the  happening  of  a  cert^ 
event,  I  sm  ntterly  at  a  loss  to  concave  what 
could  have  such  an  effect. 

We  have  herett^ore  seen  that  our  Minister  to 
Mexico,  acting  under  the  authority  of,  and  in 

E resumed  obedience  to,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
ad  stated  to  that  Government  "that  tbe  Unit- 
ed States  bad  pledged  themselves  not  to  permit 
any  third  power  to  interfere  either  witli  the 
independence  or  form  of  Government  of  the 
new  States."  But  we  are  now  told  by  the  See- 
retary,  that  the  "  United  States  have  made  no 
sui^  pledge ;"  or,  as  he  explains  himwl:^  hava 


ABBIDaHEHT  07  THB 


B.aFa] 


JViMtHlA) 


[AntL,lB9e. 


"oontrOfeltdKOBnga^&mtat"  tothateffect.  Sir, 
I  never  enpposed  that  saj  treaty  bad  been  en- 
tered into  with  these  States,  by  which  we  were 
bonud  to  mtuDtain  their  independence ;  and 
this  is  all  that  the  luisertion  of  the  Seoretarj  of 
State  amoants  to.  It.  does  not  contradict  the 
Idea  that  offleial  deelaratunu  have  been  made, 
aai/ormcu<uturanee*o/ni,jrportpveia  to  Qte»» 
QovemmeDta  is  the  name  of  the  United  Statea. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  Kaj  man  to  examine 
die  documents  befbre  Hi  with  ab  impartial  eje, 
and  disguise  from  himself  the  fact,  that  it  is  & 
thing  pgr/eetly  vmderttood  and  agreed  between 
the  diplomatic  fnnotionariei  of  this  and  the 
Bpanish  American  Governments,  that  all  Amer- 
ica  is  to  make  a  common  eatue  in  maintaining, 
\>j  font,  the  doctrinea  of  a  new  public  code, 
which. Mr.  Olaj  (feeling  that  new  things  re- 
quire new  names)  calls  "  intercontinental,"  not 
UiternatioDal,  "law;"  and  the  pnrpoaa  for 
which  we  are  summoned  to  the  Oongress  of 
Panama,  is,  to  carry  this  imderatanding  Into 
effect,  b}'  eDt«riDK  into  formal  conventional 
stipnlotions  npon  tne  snbject.  Now,  sir,  let  ns 
inquire  what  will  probably  be  the  nature  and 
effect  of  these  stipnlataoua,  as  regards  the  Unit- 
ed States.  We  have  aeen  that  one  of  the 
Spanish  American  Uinisters  has  suggested  an 
"  eventnal  alliance,  to  be  kept  secret  until  the 
AMM  fmderi*  occurs,"  as  proper  to  be  adopted. 
Another,  wiCboat  pointing  ont  any  pBrtdonlar 
form  of  agreement,  insists,  in  general,  upon  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  "  previons  con- 
cert," or  plan  of  "  co-operation.''  Let  ns  now 
see  what  are  the  views  of  our  own  Gtovem- 


lowing  extract  from  the  Message  of  the  Pred- 
dent  to  this  Ilonse.  He  says :  "  The  late  Fres- 
ideut  of  the  United  States,  in  hie  Uessage  to 
Congress  of  the  2d  of  December,  1828,  while 
announcing  the  negotiation  then  pending  with 
Bussia,  relating  to  the  nortliwest  coast  of  this 
eontinent,  observed,  that  the  occasion  of  the 
discussion  to  which  that  incident  hod  given 
rise,  had  been  token  for  asserting  as  a  prinoi- 
rie,  in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
United  States  were  involved,  that  the  Ameri- 
Oon  continents,  by  the  free  and  independent 
condition  which  they  had  assumed  and  main- 
tained^ were,  thenceforward,  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  fatnre  colonization,  by  any 
European  power.  The  principle  hod  first  been 
assnraed  in  the  negotiation  with  Kussia.  It 
rested  npon  a  coarse  of  reasoning  equally  sim- 
ple and  conclnsive.  With  the  exception  of  the 
existing  European  colonies,  which  it  was  in  no- 
wise intended  to  disturb,  the  two  continents 
oonsjated  of  several  sovereign  and  independent 
nations,  viHom  Unritoriet  eoverod  their  whole 
mrfau.  By  this,  their  independent  condition, 
the  United  States  enioyed  the  right  of  commer- 
oial  intercourse  with  every  port  of  their  pos- 
sessions. To  attMnpt  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  in  those  possessions,  would  be  to  usurp, 
to  the  excludon  of  oth««,  a  commerdil  inter- 


course which  was 

all.    It  conld  not  be  done  without  e  _ 

upon  existing  rights  of  the  United  States.  The 
Government  of  Kussia  has  never  diqiuted  these 
positions,  nor  manifested  the  slightest  dissalie- 
faction  at  their  having  been  taken.  Most  of 
the  new  American  Republics  have  declared 
their  entire  assent  to  them ;  and  they  now  pro- 
pose, among  the  subjects  of  consultation  at 
Panama,  to  take  into  consideratian  the  means 
of  making  effectual  the  assertion  of  that  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  means  of  resisting  interfer- 
ence from  abroad,  with  the  domestic  concerns 
of  the  American  Governments.  In  olloding  to 
these  means,  it  would  obviously  be  prematare 
at  this  time  to  anticipate  that  which  is  offered 
merely  as  matter  for  consultation ;  or  to  pro- 
nounce npon  those  measures  which  have  been 
or  may  be  suggested.  The  purpose  of  this 
Government  is,  to  concur  in  none  wliiah  would 
import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  jusUy  eicit«  re- 
sentment in  any  of  her  States.  Should  it  be 
advisable  to  contract  any  conventional  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  our  views  would  extend  no 
fortlier  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  partiea 
to  the  compact  to  mdntun  the  principle  in  ^>- 
plication  to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  DO 
colonial  lodgements  or  establishment  of  Euro- 
pean jorisdiotion  upon  its  own  soil ;  and,  with 
respect  to  Uie  oDtrudve  interference  ftom 
abroad,  if  its  future  character  may  be  inferred 
from  that  which  has  been,  and  perhaps  still  ia 
exercised  in  more  than  one  of  tiie  new  States^ 
a  Joint  declaration  of  ita  character,  and  expo- 
sure of  it  to  the  world,  may  be  probably  all 
that  the  occasion  wonld  require.  Whether  the 
United  States  should  or  should  not  be  partiea 
to  such  a  declaration,  may  justly  form  a  part  of 
the  deliberation.  That  there  is  an  evil  to  be 
remedied,  needs  little  insight  into  the  secret  his- 
tory of  laioyeors  to  know,  and  that  this  remedy 
may  best  be  concerted  at  the  Panama  meeting, 
deserves  at  least  the  experiment  of  considero- 

Let  ns  now  see  what  he  suggests,  in  refer- 
ence  to  the  subject  of  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  offoirsof  Spanish  America.  "A  joint 
declaration  of  its  character,  and  ttrptwurt  of  it 
to  the  uiorld,  may  be  ptvbably  all  that  the  oo- 
cosion  would  require."  The  nature  and  effect 
of  this  proposition  deserves  to  be  profoundly 
considered.  Should  the  Untied  States  concur 
in  such  a  declaration,  in  what  situation  would 
the  nation  then  stand!  Wonld  they  not  be 
eomtaitted  to  support  it  by  foTVO  f  A  declara- 
tion of  the  sort  proposed,  is  no  idle  vaunt,  no 
parade  of  word*  mtrrely.  It  ts  a  solemn  appeal 
to  the  world,  upon  the  Justice  of  the  causa 
which  the  parties  have  espoused,  and  implies  a 
Hrm  determination  to  support  it  with  all  their 
energies.  Uow  would  we,  the  aar-makinf 
jtower  of  the  Qovemment,  stand,  in  relation  to 
the  subject?  We  are  apprised,  beforehand,  by 
the  Executive,  that  such  a  declaration  is  among 
the  objects  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  and  wit£ 
this  knowledge,  we  ^ve  oor  vnpml^^  ma» 
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tion  to  the  misaion.  The  proposed  declaration 
p)«e  forth  to  the  world,  and  u  not  heeded  bj 
tbe  powera  on  vfaom  it  ia  inl«ndod  to  operato. 
Undeir  thwe  circwmBtancea,  would  the  hinor  of 
the  ttation  admit  of  anj  retreat  for  na  1  La 
riiort,  sir,  is  not  the  declaration  proposed  a 
trntditumal,  or,  to  ose  more  diplomatic  phraee- 
cdogy,  a  prmitianal  dtelaratwn  ofaar,  to  take 
effect  whensoever  a  cert^  event  shall 
If  BO,  I  ask,  is  the  mind  of  tliis  nation 
Mode  «tp  to  go  to  war  for  the  indi , 
Spaniah  America  I  No  gentleman,*!  presune, 
win  sajr  BO.  Bnt  even  if  it  were,  whj  should 
we  proclaim  this  detoimination  b^orehand,  in 
■ich  a  manner  as  to  preclnde  onrselvea  from 
the  benefit  of  foil  and  free  deliberation,  in  re- 
gard to  everj  circnmBt«nc«  of  axpedUncj/,  an 
well  aa  jiutiet,  which  onght  to  inSnenoe 
decisiwi,  when  the  oocatdon  maj  arrive  t 

But,  it  m^  be  said  that  there  U  no  reason  to 
f^prehend  uie  interference,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed thus  to  denonnoe  to  the  world.  K  this 
be  so,  then  I  eajr  the  dennnoiation  is  a  Bpecies 
of  brmado,  which  it  does  not  become  the  dig- 
nit]'  of  this  nation  to  engage  in.  K  otherwiBe, 
we  should  paiue,  before  we  aasam«  upon  onr- 
Bdves  the  Karfii)  rteponsibilities  it  ma}'  involve. 
It  is  tme  that  Ur.  Cla/,  in  a  commnnication 
latelj  made  to  this  Hoose,  tolls  na,  "that  ap- 
j««hensionB  of  interference  have  ceased ;"  bnt, 
m  tbe  other  band,  tbe  President,  in  tbe  por- 
tion of  hia  Message  which  I  haTB  read  to  the 
oommittee,  speaking  of  the  same  matter,  sajs, 
"  (bat  there  it  an  mil  to  be  remedied,  needs 
fittle  insight  into  tbe  secret  historj  of  late 

rre  to  know ;  and  that  this  remedy  ma^  best 
cmcerted  at  the  Panama  meeting,  deserves 
at  least  the  experiment  of  consideration."  The 
lOnister  of  Colombia  etrouglj  corroborates  this 
intimation  of  tbe  President,  and  expreaaes  a 
RMpicion  that  a  Mtert  interference  h^  already 
taken  place.  In  a  letter  of  tbe  80th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  addreaaed  by  bim  to  Mr.  Clay,  be  says : 
"  Spain,  in  spito  of  her  nnllity,-  does  not  cease 
in  her  efforts  to  aogment  the  army  of  America, 
K  lar  as  to  induce  ns  to  snapect  that  a  foreign 
land  afford*  thae  aidi,  which  are  by  no  means 
bi  harmony  with  the  scantiness  of  the  re- 
•ourcea  of  the  Feninsnla."  Now,  sir,  if  we  are 
to  armmit  ourselves  to  go  to  war  on  behalf  of 
tha  Btat«B  of  Spanish  America,  in  the  event  of 
interference  of  &  third  power  in  the  qoarrel  be- 
tween them  and  Sp^u,  the  obligation  will  de- 
pend, I  presume,  npou  the  ^^t,  end  not  npon 
the/oma,  of  intorference.  Whether  that  inter- 
ference be  by  openly  sending  fleets  and  armies, 
to  fight  the  battles  of  Spain,  or  by  secretly  fnr- 
niihing  tbe  means  with  which  those  fleets  and 
icmies  are  procured  and  BUpported,  tbe  ii^nry 
to  onr  Sontbem  friends  will  be  the  same,  and 
tbe  obligation  npon  na,  to  repel  it,  wlU  conse- 
qnently  be  tbe  same. 

But,  air,  seeing  the  dangerons  extent  of  the 
eonseqaenees  involved  in  these  meaimres  sng- 
gerted  by  the  President,  it  may  be  aaid,  he  does 
Sot  ezpreaa  a  poiiliie  opinion  that  they  onght 
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or  will  be  adopted  at  the  Congrees  of  F 
^,  they  are  evidently  bronght  forward  as  the 
resnlt  of  previous  deliberation,  and  seem  to  b« 
offered  as  tubiCittitt*  for  the  projects  which  had 
been  presented  by  tbe  SpaniBh  American  Min- 
isters. They  most,  therefore,  have  been  dnly 
weighed ;  and,  it  is  fair  to  presnme,  that  tbe 
President  would  not  have  suggested  tbem  at 
all,  if  he  had  not  been  prepared,  on  bis  part, 
for  their  adoption,  or  at  least  thongbt  theu  en- 
titled to  the  moBt/avorabU  eonttdtration.  That 
tlie  President  has  made  np  his  mind  to  concur 
in  these,  or  other  measures,  of  an  equivalent 
character,  is  farther  manifested  bv  a  BaWqnent 
part  of  bis  Message,  in  which  he  labors  to  show 
that  the  advice  of  Qeneral  Washington,  to 
"bave,  with  foreign  nations,  as  littie  political 
connection  as  possible,"  is  itu^tplieabU  to  onr 
relatiouB  with  the  States  of  this  hemiapbere. 
Why  should  the  Pretddent  have  made  this  at- 
tempt— (how  he  has  succeeded  in  it,  I  hope 
hereafter  to  show) — nnleea  his  obiect  was  to 
form,  with  tbe  nations  alluded  to,  mose  "polit- 
cal  connections,"  against  which  tbe  advice  trf 
Washington  was  directed  t 

Bnt  a  guietvt  is  found  for  all  onr  appreben- 
sions,  in  the  assurances  of  tbe  President,  that 
"  no  allianecs  will  bo  contracted,"  and,  in  gen- 
eral, that  "nothing  will  be  done  incompatible 
with  our  nentrality,"  or  "  importing  hostili^ 
to  Europe."  Sir,  manv  things  may  be  dona 
which  wonid  commit  uie  future  peace  of  thia 
conntiy,  and  yet  not  amount  to  an  allianee,  or 
a  inolation  qf  neutrality,  or  an  act  of  AMfijtfy 
to  Europe.  I  have  endeavored  to  snow,  and  1 
hope  I  have  shown,  to  tbe  Batisfaction  of  t^ 
committee,  that  tbe  measures  suggested  by  the 
President  himself,  bave  a  direct  tendency  to 
commit  the  peace  of  the  coimtry,  and  'yet  it 
cannot  be  sua  that  tbey  constitnto  an  alliance, 
or  a  breach  of  nentrslity,  or  an  act  of  hostility 
to  Europe.  The  President  has  given  us  a^pmo- 
ticai  interpretation  of  tbe  meaning  of  his  de- 
claration upon  tbia  suti}ect,  by  recommending 
measures,  whose  nnqneatjonable  tendency  it  u 

commit  the  peace  of  the  nation,  in  eerfain 
eontingeneitt,  at  tbe  ctfry  time  that  he  disclaims 
all  intention  of  entering  into  alliances,  or  of 
doing  any  thing  which  wonld  be  incompatible 
with  onr  neutrality,  or  import  hostility  to  En- 
rope.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  question  the  in- 
tegrity and  good  fkitb  of  the  President's  decla- 
ratiouB.  I  am  not  afraid  that  he  intekdi  to  de- 
nt j  but  the  consequences  may  be  equally 
fatal,  if  we  deceitt  omeket.  Let  os  not  shut 
onr  eyes  against  tbe  light,  because  it  may  dis- 
close to  us  unwelcome  dangers.  Let  us  take 
tbe  declorationa  of  tbe  President  in  tbe  sense 

which  they  were  made.  Let  v*  understand 
them  as  he  understands  them ;  and,  when  so 

iderstood,  they  afford,  in  my  opinion,  no  se- 
curity for  the  peace  of  tbe  nation. 

Now,  sir,  to  determine  how  far  this  construo- 
tion  of  the  President's  can  be  snBtained,  let  na 
torn  to  tbe  advice  of  General  Washington,  in 
kit  Mm  wordt.     Tlie  language  of  that  great 
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BUD,  which  dMerres  to  b«  aa  immortBl  as  his 
bme,  wM  thia :  "  The  great  rale  of  conduct  for 
(u,  ID  regard  to  foreien  natioDs,  ia,  in  extending 
oar  comraercis]  relaUoDB,  to  haro  with  them  as 
little  political  connection  as  possible.  So  far  as 
we  have  olreadj  formed  engagements,  let  them 
be  fulfilled  with  perftot  good  faith.  Here  let 
OS  stop.  Earope  has  a  set  of  primary  interests 
which  to  us  have  none,  or  a  verj  remote  rela- 
tion. Bence  she  most  be  engaged  in  freqaent 
oontroveraies,  the  caosea  of  which  are  eaaen- 
tiallj  foreign  to  our  eonoemB.  Hence,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  unwise  in  na  to  implicate  onr> 
■elves,  hj  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordinarj  Ticisal- 
tndes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  oomhina- 
tions  and  oolliBionE  of  her  friendships  and 
enmities.  Onr  detached  and  distant  sitnation 
Invites  and  enables  os  to  pursue  a  different 
oonrse.  If  we  remain  one  people,  under  aa 
efficient  Qovernment,  the  period  i*  not  far  off, 
wAwi  W0  may  ief)/  ntataHal  injury  from  exter- 
nal atmoyanee — when  we  may  tue  such  an 
attitnde  as  will  canse  the  neutrality,  we  may  at 
any  time  resolve  n^n,  to  be  BCmpnlonsly  re- 
spected— when  belligerent  nations,  nnder  the 
impossibility  of  making  acquiutiona  npon  ns, 
will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  ns  provoca- 
tion—when we  may  choose  peaoe  or  war,  as 
our  interest,  gnided  by  Justice,  shall  connseL 
Why  forego  the  advantage  of  so  peonliar  a  sit- 
uation f  Whj/  quit  intr  ram,  to  lUmd  upon 
foreign  ground  t " 

■One  would  think  that  langoage  so  plun,  so 
dear,  so  unequivocal,  conld  not,  hy  any  inge- 
nuity of  constrnotion,  be  tortured  into  a  rteom- 
mmdation  or  approval  of  "  political 


intrepid  commentator  could  be  supposed  capa- 
ble of  contending  for,  (and  that  I  hope  to  show 
cannot  be  successftiUy  maintained,)  is  that, 
from  oiroamBtances  which  have  arisen  since  the 
time  of  Washington,  and  not  foreseen  hy  bim, 
his  advice  no  longer  applies  to  onr  condition, 
and  does  tioI,  thir^ore,  inhiiU  the  formation 
of  "politick  connections  with  foreign  nations," 
nnder  these  new  ciroomstaoces.  But,  sir,  the 
Pre»dent  takes  balder  sroand.  He  saya  the 
propriety/  of  these  political  connections  is 
direetly  dedudbU  from  "  the  sound  and  Jndi- 


dent  make  out  thia  deduction  ?  Why,  ^r,  by 
snperindncing  his  men  word*  upon  those  of 
Washington.  This  passage  of  the  President's 
UessBge  is  so  curious  a  specimen  of  criticism 
and  logic  combined,  that  1  beg  leave  to  call  the 
Attention  of  the  committee  to  it.  "  Compare 
our  sitnation  and  the  circumstances  of  that 
time,  with  those  of  the  present  day,  and  what, 
from  the  very  words  of  Washington,  then, 
would  be  his  eoanieU  to  bis  countrjrmen  now ! 
Europe  has  stilt  her  set  of  primary  interests, 
with  which  wo  have  little  or  a  remote  relation. 
Oar  distant  and  detached  sitnation,  with  refer- 
ence to  Europe,  remuns  the  same.    But  we 


were  then  the  only  independent  nation  of  this 
hemisphere ;  and  wo  were  snrrounded  by  Eu- 
ropean ooloniea,  with  the  greater  part  of  which 
wo  bad  DO  more  intercourse  than  with  the  in- 
habitants of  another  planet  Those  colonies 
have  now  been  trans^rmed  into  eight  inde- 
pendent natioDS,  ezteadioK  to  our  very  bor- 
ders. Seven  of  them  Republics,  like  ourselTOs, 
witb  whom  we  have  an  immensely  growing 
commer^al,  and  mutt  hare,  and  have  already, 
important  political  connections;  with  refer- 
ence to  whom,  our  rituation  is  neither  distant 
nor  detached — whoso  political  principles  and 
systems  of  Government,  c<HigeniaI  with  oar 
own,  must  and  will  have  an  action  and  oonn- 
teraction  npon  ns  and  ours,  to  which  we  can- 
not be  indifferent,  if  we  would.  The  rapidity 
of  onr  growth,  and  the  consequent  increase  ot 
our  strength,  have  more  tlian  realized  the  tm- 
tienalioju  of  this  admirable  political  tegsey. 
Thirty  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  it  wa» 
written ;  and,  in  the  interval,  onr  pfopnlaticm, 
oar  wealth,  our  territorial  extonsiou,  onr  po^er, 
physical  and  moral,  has  nearly  trebled.  Rea- 
soning upon  this  state  of  things,  from  the  imitiS 
and  judieiout  prineipUt  of  WaehingUm,  and 
mnst  we  not  say  that  Ikepericd  nkieh  he  pr»- 
dieted  as  tjien  not  far  off,  has  arrived  f  That 
America  has  a  set  of  primary  int«iests,  which 
have  none  or  a  remote  relation  to  Burtqw. 
That  the  interference  of  Europe,  therefore,  in 
those  concerns,  should  be  spontaiieouBty  with- 
held by  her  upon  the  same  principles,  that  we 
have  never  interfered  with  hers ;  and  that,  if 
she  should  interfere,  as  she  may,  by  measnres 
which  may  have  a  great  and  dangerous  recoil 
upon  ourselves  we  might  be  called,  in  defenca 
of  oar  own  altars  and  tiresidee,  to  take  an  atti- 
tude which  would  cause  our  nentrality  to  be 
respected,  and  choose  peace  or  war,  as  onr  in- 
terest, guided  by  Justice,  should  counsel." 

The  n-esident  here,  after  adverting  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  United  States  in  wealth 
and  popalation,  since  tKe  date  of  General 
Washington's  Address,  asks,  "  must  we  not  say 
^nt  the  period  ahieh  Waehington  predicted  at 
then  not  far  off,  hoe  arrived  f  "  What  period 
is  this!  The  President  goes  on  to  describe  it 
as  the  period  when  America  shall  have  her  set 
of  primary  interests,  with  which  Europe  should 
not  int^rfbre,  and  if  she  shonld  so  mterfere, 
we  might  be  called  upon  to  take  an  attitude 
for  their  defence — at  this  point,  taking  np 
again  the  langoaKe  of  General  Washington  s 
Address.  It  would  seem,  from  the  use  here 
made  of  Qeneral  Washington's  prediction,  that 
he  had  anticipated  the  period  when  America 
would  have  her  set  of  peculiar  interests,  and 
had,  in  contemplation  of  that  state  of  things, 
indicated  to  his  countrymen  the  course  of 
policy  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  pursne. 
Bat,  sir,  there  is  nothing  of  all  this  in  the 
Farewell  Address.  The  period  spoken  of  by 
General  Washington  as  not  tat  off,  was  the 
period  when,  by  our  advancement  in  wealth 
and  power,  "  under  en  effldeat  Govemineiit^ 
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wm  raigbt  dvtj  matorial  iojaiT  from  external 
wmojmaet,"  &o.  General  Wadiington  evldeut- 
Ij  bitended  to  (^oond  upon  this  antjoipatioii 
an  additioiial  argomuit  u  &Tor  of  the  poliof 
h»  baA  reoommeDded,  inacmnclk  as  the  ability 
to  defy  external  amiojance,  which  he  had 
loiAed  forward  to  as  the  result  of  oof  remain- 
ing one  people,  trader  an  effloieDt  GoTemraent, 
would  plaM  ns  above  the  aeoeeeity  of  seeking 
foreign  conneetionfl,  for  the  porpose  of  strenEth- 
cninc  onreelve&  Bnt  this  very  antioipanon, 
which  Oetwral  Washington  had  introdaoed  as 
a  strong  iaotl*e  for  adhering  to  the  poliir  of 
fevoidinK  "political  conneettoni  with  foraign 
nadoaa,"  the  President,  hj  a.  singular  metanior- 
phosiB,  has  oonTerted  into  an  mstnimeDt  for 
Joiti^lng  and  enforoinK  k  depsrtnre  from  that 
policy.  Sir,  do  not  £e  heart  and  the  head 
cqnall7  revolt  at  this  perfenrion  of  the  len- 
gnage  and  reaaonins  of  General  Washington  t 
At  the  time  when  his  Farewell  Address  was 
given  to  the  world,  we  were  yet  an  infant 
people ;  oor  numbers  thinly  scattered  over  an 
eatenaiTe  territory ;  onr  finances  embarramed, 
and  onr  resonrceB,  of  every  sort,  impured  by 
tiie  effects  of  onr  recent  straggle  for  independ- 
a>c«.  In  this  ntnadon,  there  were  indacements 
to  court  foreign  alliances,  to  aid  and  anpport  ns 
in  the  event  of  oolUrioni  vitii  the  Test  of  the 
world.  If,  nnder  these  oironmstances.  whm 
the  assistance  of  powerftil  friends  mi^t  have 


foreign  alliances  and  connections,  with  bow 
nnich  more  force  does  this  advice  apply  to  onr 
^eseut  oonditjoo — when  bis  anticipations  of 
ovr  nBtJonal  growth  have  been  most  amplr 
realized ;  when  we  have  already  taken  sncii 
as  attHode  as  to  ensnre  tlie  respect  of  other 
Batinu ;  when  we  have  proved  onrselves  com- 
petent to  be  onr  mdk  eMmptMts,  and  the  itte- 
tmfkl  i4f«»d«n  of  oar  ovn ri^Mt! 

The  Prerident  has,  therefore,  in  n,  , 
wboQ]r  failed,  not  only  in  his  attempt  to  prove 
rgbtuiUvel]/  that  the  advice  of  Washington 
uad*  (o  tmd  jiroMt  the  formation  of  tlie  politi- 
eal  connections  in  qnestion,  bnt  in  his  en- 
deavor to  nrintBln  the  inferior  negative  pro- 
poatiiMi,  that  the  Injunction  to  avoid  snch  con- 
Mctions  is  general,  dot*  not  apply  to  the  par- 
tienlar  circnmstanoes  of  onr  present  condition. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  manifest,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  ^ost  snggeeted,  that  this  injnnotion  ap- 
plies with  increased  force,  to  the 'state  in  which 
we  now  are.  It  is  tme  that  General  Washing- 
ton UliutTttUt  bis  advice  by  reference  to  En- 
ropean  politica,  bnt  the  advice  itself  is  not  con- 
fined to  onr  relations  with  Europe.  In  its 
spirit  and  its  prindples,  it  is  nniveTEsl  and  im- 
mntatile,  acknowle^ng  no  distinction  of  time 
or  place.  In  tiie  oomprehenHtve  words  nsed 
b)r  him  in  ft  saheeanent  part  of  his  address, 
"In  onr  true  poUoy  to  steer  clear  of  per- 
nanent  alliances  wttA  any  portion  of  the  foreign 
««rU."  The  parting  i^jnuction  of  the  Father 
of  Us  Coontry,  tben,  can  neither  be  eontHnuA 
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nor  reaiontA  away.  It  BtiU  continues  to  ad- 
monish ns,  in  its  deep  and  impressive  tones, 
tg^nst  the  fatal  policy  of  entangling  onrMlvu 
by  "  political  connections  with  foreign  nations ;" 
whether  joong  or  old,  whether  on  tliis  or  the 
other  side  of  t£e  Atiantio. 

Bnt,  sir,  another  argnmcDt  nrged  in  favor  of 
tiiia  political  connection  with  Spanish  Amerioa 
is,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  emtte  of  liberty/.  Bir, 
in  m;  opinion,  we  can  beet  advance  the  canie 
of  liberty  by  the  influence  of  onr  example,  and 
by  preeenting  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  a 
prosperons  and  hsppf  peinde,  blessed  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  free  institations.  Let  ns, 
then,  for  the  sake  t^  mankind,  as  well  as  onr- 
selves, attend  to  oar  own  concerns;  improve 
the  gifts  of  Providence,  with  which  we  have 
been  crowned ;  perfect  and  bnild  up  onr  politi- 
cal iustitntions,  by  every  means  of  amelioration 
which  time  and  eiperienca  may  snppty,  that  they 
may  remun  to  onr  posterity,  and  stand  in  the 
eyes  of  the  worid,  at  onoe  a  monument  and  a 
model  of  Awnon  fretdom.  Let  ns,  above  all 
tilings,  avoid  the  danger  of  being  drawn  into 
mmeoessary  foreign  wars,  which  have,  in  all 
ages,  been  the  grave  of  repablican  liberty. 
We  do,  indeed,  owe  a  solemn  responsibility  to 
all  mankind,  in  this  and  ftitnre  ages,  for  tike 
fote  vS  the  experiment  of  free  Government, 
which  has  been  committed  to  cor  hands.  Hie 
sacoesa  of  this  experiment  does,  in  my  opinion, 
mainly  depend  upon  onr  keepmg  clear  of  en- 
tangling connections  with  ooier  people,  who 
may  be  less  blessed  with  an  aptitnde  and  ca- 
pacity for  freedom  than  ourselves,  and  whoae 
interests  or  passions  might  involve  ns  in  enter- 
prises foreign  t«  onr  sober  and  peacefol  por- 
snits.  Sir,  if  other  nations  are  destined  to  Jose 
tAeir  libertiti,  let  ut  aoqnit  onrselves  of  the 
high  tmst  which  Providence  hss  devolved  npcm 
ns,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  avr  own;  tiiat 
MM  beamn-Ught,  at  Iwtt,  maj  be  left  \a  cheer 
the  darkness  of  the  political  worid,  and  to 
gnide  those  nstions  who  may  have  lost  thdr 
liberties,  throngh  that  sea  of  revolution  npon 
which  they  mnet  embark  to  recover  them. 

Another  orgmnent  urged  in  favor  of  tlie  »• 
tablishment  (^  more  Intimate  relations  with 
the  Spanish  American  States  is,  that  by  doing 
so,  we  shall  secnre  their  good  mil,  which  is 
highly  important  to  na,  both  in  a  commeroial 
and  a  poUtical  view.  What  snocess  is  likely  to 
attend  this  experiment,  may  be  inferred  from 
that  which  has  followed  onr  past  efforts,  of  a 
tnmilar  nature.  I  have  already  briefly  alluded 
to  the  vsrions  offices  of  kindness,  and  manifes- 
tations of  friendship,  which  we  have  exhibited 
towards  these  people.  With  what  return  hav» 
they  ever  met  f  I.«it  any  gentieman  read  the- 
late  message  of  the  President  of  Ifexico  to  hia 
Oon^ress,  and  then  let  bis  feelings  of  mortified 
and  mdisnant  pride  nve  the  answer.  Bir,  w« 
have  vainly  imagined  that,  by  the  acts  of  dis- 
interested friendship,  and  the  solid  and  nsafiil 
services  we  have  rendered  our  Bonthem  nrigh- 
b<H«,  we  had  won  thrir  gratitode  aaA  ood* 
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fid«Doe ;  that  tiiej  looked  up  to  ns  as  th^ 
patron  and  gaid«^  aod  ragwded  tu  with  filial 
WTerenoe— to  u— "■- ' 
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(tf  R^ablioa.  But)  air,  this  fond  delnsion  is 
dianpatod.  Tbemeaaaf[eof&eH«xio«aFrcM' 
d«tit  iM^na  with  oelebratiiag,  in  the  most  fid- 
aome  straina,  the  power,  the  wiadMu,  the 
matiumimitv  of  Great  Brit^  in  her  traoMW- 
tions  with  Uie  Spaniah  Amerioan  States,  and 
dklJQotl;'  attributes  the  diaaoooertion  or  the 
■ohemes  of  th^  enemiee  to  the  interpoation 
of  the  Britith  ttid^at — whioh  trident  was 
nevK  interposed  in  auj  other  way  tlian  by 
toraang  oonuneroial  reMtions  with  thetn,  for 
Ah*  «m  ieii^fit,  and  eren  thia  was  not  done 
till  three  or  fonr  rears  aft»  we  had  made  a 
formal  and  explicit  aokoowledgmeat  of  their 
independenoe,  m  the  faoe  of  toe  wodd.  .Sir, 
tMUTft  heretofore^  eoppoeed  that  im  had  some 
agenoj  in  disooncerang  the  aohemea  of  thur 
enemies,  but  the  Mexioan  Preddent  gives  the 
whole  credit  of  the  operation  to  Great  Britun. 
Ja  a  snbseijiiBnt  part  of  the  message,  the  United 
States  are  mtrodaoed,  with  a  cold  formality,  as 
"  the  oldat  of  the  independent  States,"  with 
tome  empty  compliments  npon  onr  revolntion' 
B17  etmggle,  and  our  political  inatitationa ;  and 
the  fact  ia  admitted,  beoause  it  could  not  be 
disguised,  that  we  were  the  first  to  aotnowl- 
ed^  their  todependenoe.  But  we  reoogniu  no 
fraoee  of  that  ardent  devotion,  that  fervent 
gratitndJeL  that  affeotiooate  confidence,  which 
we  have  been  tuight  to  believe  were  cherished 
in  all  Bpuush  American  hearts  towards  ua, 
,  aitd  of  whi^  there  are  anoh  ample  and  gratoi- 
'  tons  diipl^a  towards  Great  BritMn. 

Sir,  the  same  onweloome  ^aoovery  breaks 
in  open  v»  in  the  hiatory  of  onr  attempt  to 
negotiate  a  oommeroial  treatjy  with  Mexico. 
We  see  our  Uiniater  earnestly  entreating  for 
equal  privileges  with  the  American  States  of 
Spanish  ori^n,  upon  the  ground  that  we  are  a 
member  of  the  yrtat  Amtrieon />imilf/,  and 
that  we  have  rendered  impwiaut  services  to 
the  canae  of  Spanish  Anwnoan  independence. 
Bnt,  the  claim  ia  partMaeJMMjy  r^Mted,  and 
the  Uezioan  Oovemment  innsts  npon  retaining 
the  power  of  granting  ezclomve  advantages  to 
the  other  Bpuiiah  American  Statee,  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  "  toincittg  her  tyttytathiei  in 
t/uir  /aooT  "  and  to  mtr  detrknent,  of  wune, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  (which  ahe  ungraoiouHly 
•nticipatei)  between  tbem  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  tnm  to  the  history  of  onr  trans- 
aottona  with  the  Repnblio  of  Oolombia,  we 
■hall  find  in  them,  too,  reason  to  apprehend 
that  we  have  been  deceived  in  relation  to  the 
fieelings  of  that  portion  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
can people  towards  us.  In  fixing  the  basis  of 
ODT  oommeroial  intercourse  with  that  republic, 
all  that  we  were  able  to  obtain  from  her  was 
the  oonoeasion  of  eqnal  privil^es  with  the 
KMt  /awrtd  nation.  In  a  treat^r,  however, 
lately  negotiated  with  Great  Britun,  she  pats 
ttiat  nati«n  on  the  foothig  of  ktr  own  Mtuanf, 
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It  ia  tme,  that,  by  the  eotmquttttial  operatiooa 
of  our  treaty,  we  shall  now  be  inverted  wilh 
the  same  privileges  which  have  been  accorded 
to  Great  Britain.  Bnt  the  difference  in  the 
original  okaraeter  of  the  stipulatJons  evinoes 
a  partialitf  ,  to  which  onr  Government  cannot 
be^  and  has  not  l>eeD,  insenuble.  Sir,  it  is  im- 
poeaiUe  to  look  into  the  records  of  our  diplo- 
maUo  oommnnioations  with  the  States  of  Span- 
ish America,  and  not  peroeive  that  their  mmds 
have  too  readilj/  imbibed  the  poison  of  so^i- 
cion^  in  relation  to  the  ungleness  and  diunter- 
eotednees  of  the  views  by  which  we  have  been 
actuated  in  cor  conduct  towards  them.  The 
dooDmeute  in  onr  possession  show,  that  a 
French  emissary  at  Bogota,  in  1623,  labored 
to  make  the  impreseion,  that  "the  United 
States  were  influenoed  by  inlerMUd  motivM,  in 
rew^niziiig  the  new  Governments  of  Spanish 
America."  Thia  insinnatiou,  however  usuri- 
ous and  anfoonded,  had  its  effect,  and  its  inflo- 
enoe  is  disoemible  in  all  our  eubsequent  in- 
terooarse. 

The  result  of  onr  past  efforts,  therefore,  to 
ooociliate  the  good  will  and  aSbction  of  these 
new  States,  affords  but  little  ground  to  hope 
btr  snooeaa  in  the  experiment  now  proposed. 
Sir,  for  myself,  1  do  not  believe  there  ever  can 
be  any  cordial  ^atermty  between  us  and 
them.  The  difference  of  origin,  of  blood,  of 
pbyneal  and  moral  constitution,  of  language^ 
of  manners  and  custom^  of  religion,  as  they 
preolnde  all  coogoniality  of  feeling,  must  op- 
pose insuperable  impediments  to  any  intimate 
polildoal  onion.  From  the  eitemal  circum- 
stancM,  too,  in  which  we  are  placed,  there  must 
arise  between  us,  and,  indeed,  there  have  already 
arisen — as  in  the  case  of  Gaba — serious  on- 
lisions  of  intereet  or  of  ambition.  It  may  be 
said,  with  folly  as  much  justice  as  the  remark 
bas  been  applied  to  England  and  France,  that 
Mexico  and  the  United  StatM,  from  their  rela- 
tive sitaation,  and  the  position  they  occupy  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  natural  mmiiM. 

The  qoMtJoa  then  is,  whether  thewelemeola 
<tf  dlscrapaney  can  be  mitigated  or  barmoniwd 
by  any  system  of  political  connection  t  I  think 
not,  sir.  All  hiatory  proves  that  confederacfea 
have  been  the  fmitfol  matrix  of  internal  dis- 
sensions and  domestic  feuds.  How  was  it,  sir, 
with  the  Amphictyonio  League  of  ancient 
Greece  ?  The  Jealonsies  existing  between  the 
members  of  the  League,  particularly  Athens 
and  Sparta,  its  leading  members  ^wbich  jeal- 
onaiea,  too,  gtew  out  of  the  relations  to  one 
another  created  by  the  League  itselQ  involved 
them  in  perpetual  controversies,  and  Anally  lead 
to  the  Peloponnesian  war,  which  terminated 
in  its  dissolution.  Modern  Europe  affords  OS 
an  eqnall;  instructive  lesson.  The  history  of 
the  Germanic  body,  for  centuries,  is  nothing 
but  a  history  of  the  bloody  and  cruel  wan 
among  the  princes  and  States  which  composed 
it  The  scheme  of  a  graat  AmcrietM  Go»- 
/ada-aei/,  therefore,  instead  of  affording  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  whioh  already  ^di^ 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


Jirma^  18B6.J  JTUm 

ironld  bat  serve  to  ^gravste  th«m.  It  would 
itself  be  the  parent  of  new  dissenrioDB,  which, 
otherwise,  wooM  have  no  euBtence.  In  what 
has  occarred,  already,  the  fenti*  of  tbew  dis- 
BensionB  are  plainly  t^stinKniahable.  W»  claim 
to  be  the  head  qf  the  Anteriean  poietn.  In 
the  beaa-ideal  of  this  new  planetaij  Byatem, 
aketehed  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  1820,  we  were,  in- 
deed, to  be,  not  the  orb  of  first  magnitude 
merely,  bnt  the  emtre,  around  which  all  the 
other  orba  were  to  revolve.  At  one  period, 
oar  claim  to  this  pre-eminence  aeetned  to  be 
acknowtedgod.  Wnen  the  project  of  the  grtat 
Jjiteriean  C<mgr«u  was  firat  oommnnicated  to 
diLi  Government,  it  waa  intdmated  that  the 
United  StAtee  were  to  be  invited  to  vriMd*. 
Bnt  we  hear  nothing  of  this  now.  We  are 
only  invited  as  one  among  others.  In  the 
mean  time,  Colombia  takes  the  bod,  and  onr 
jealousy  is  excited  in  torn,  as  the  letter  from 


which  woiild  inevitably  distract  ana  embroil 
the  great  Amcriean  Co7\federac]/,  as  they  liave 
every  other  Confederacy  whicli  has  gone  before 
iL  The  Cnit«d  States  and  Colombia  will  be 
the  Athau  and  the  Sparta  of  this  Modem  Am- 
pkMyattie  League,  and  their  rivalry  wonld  lead 
to  a  Peloponnedan  war,  far  more  desolating 
and  trentendons  than  that  of  wlilch  Grecian 
tnnala  afford  ns  the  acoonnt. 

Mr.  BnoxNKB  next  rose  and  addressed  the 
e<Miunittee  as  foIlowB : 

Mr.  CluunnaD:  The  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  &om  Delaware,  (Mr,  Mo- 
luun,)  and  that  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
Kinia,  (Mr,  Bivsa,)  are  nothing  leas  than  oon- 
ditiona,  or  reatrictiona,  attempted  to  be  imposed 
npon  the  oonstitntional  power  of  the  President, 
nat  tho  latter  Rentteman  ao  nsderataads  them 
is  evident,  by  the  ilinstraidon  of  his  argument 
which  bo  gave,  in  spealiing  of  the  tight,  which 
he  who  hsa  the  power  of  granting  possenes, 
of  annexing  whatevei'  oonditiona  lie  rasy  think 
pxiper  to  h»  grant.  If  the  gentleman  had  re- 
flected a  moment,  it  appeu^  to  me  that  his 
dew  and  discriminating  mind  could  not  have 
biled  to  observe  the  ntter  ineptitode  of  the 
eomparison.  There  is  not  the  tdighteat  analogy 
between  the  otwditions  on  which  a  grant  by 
deed  is  nude,  and  an  appropriation  by  Con- 
greaa.  He  who  grants  Uiat  to  which  he  has 
an  nDqaaliSed  tide,  is  certainly  at  liberty  to 
diapoae  of  it  as  he  pleases,  and  npon  whatever 
terms  he  may  think  proper.  But  Iiaa  Congress 
the  right  to  grant  the  money  of  the  people  1« 
any  one,  and  npon  whatever  tenna  we  may 
diooee? 

Hae  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  the  word 
grant,  in  a  deed,  has  a  technical  signification, 
very  difiTerent  from  that  in  which  we  nae  it 
when  we  speak  of  a  grant  of  money  ?  When 
we  appropriate  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  d^erent  officers  of  Oovenunent,  have  we 
a  right  to  impose  oonditiona  1  When  we  ap- 
ptopnaXe  mwe/  to  pay  the  sdary  of  the  Freei- 
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dent,  can  we  say  we  do  it  on  condition  that  he 
will  pursue  a  certain  conrse  of  poliey  pointed 
oat?  Can  we,  in  like  manner,  moke  provisicoi 
for  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  Bnpreme 
Conrt,  bnt  do  it  upon  the  condition  that  th^ 
will  decide  some  given  case  conwstently  with 
onr  opinions  of  the  principles  upon  which  tha 
decimon  should  l>e  fonnded  T  The  Senate,  in 
the  confirmation  of  atreaty,mnst  be  coDsnlted; 
the  ooncurrenoe  of  a  certain  portion  of  it« 
members  is  eesentiol.  If  the  Prendent  hae  a 
right  to  demand  our  advice,  so  has  the  Benate. 
It  must  rest  on  the  same  gronnds.  In  wh^  a 
ridicoloQs  attitude  would  they  present  tbem- 
seives  before  us,  to  ask  our  advice  with  reapect 
to  the  conrse  they  cionld  pursue  on  such  an 
occasion. 

It  is  unwise  that  we  should,  by  an  interftf- 
ence  tn  the  form  of  advice,  diminish  that  re- 
sponubility  which  the  constitati<Hi  has  placed 
on  the  EseoQtive,  and  the  Benate,  his  advisen, 
I  am  not  willing,  sir,  to  interpose  my  little 
finger  between  the  President  and  Senate,  and 
that  censure  ttom  the  people,  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  i^  by  carelessness — by  a  want  of 
political  foresight — or  from  any  other  cause 
growing  out  of  this  mission — they  involve 
us  in  an  unnecessary  and  mioous  war.  11^ 
however,  it  eventuates  differently — (as  I  moat 
earnestly  hope,  and  confidently  believe,  it  will) 
— if,  thereby,  onr  oonunercial  prospects  are 
brightoned — the  I>est  interests  of  tne  nation  con- 
sulted— the  cause  of  humanity  and  of  liberty  ad- 
vanced— I  am  not  so  m^nst  aa  to  wish  to  break 
a  twig,  or  to  pluck  even  a  leaf  fh>m  the  dvio 
wreato  which  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
will  prepare^  with  which  to  entwine   thur 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  prqier  for  us  to  ex- 
press our  opinions,  not  only  on  the  general  ex- 
pediency of  this  mission,  bnt  to  point  out  with 
precision,  and  in  detail,  the  point  to  which  thia 
Government  may  safely  go,  and  the  point  Iw- 
yond  which  it  wontd  be  rninous  to  venture, 
have  we  not  a  right  to  demand  all  the  informa- 
tion npon  which  the  President  himself  haa 
acted }  We  cannot  be  reasonably  called  npon 
to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  What  are  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  in  obedience  to  which 
the  Executive  made  his  communicatdon  to  thIa 
House  I  He  was  called  upon  by  that  resolu- 
tion to  lay  before  this  House  so  mnch  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  uid  tlie  new  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  their  Ministers,  respecting  the  proposed 
Congress,  or  meeting  of  Diplomatic  Agents  at 
Panama,  and  such  infprmation  respecting  the 
general  character  of  that  ezpeoted  Congress,  as 
might  be  in  his  possession,  and  might,  in  his 
opinion,  be  commnnieated  without  prtjvdUe 
to  the  public  interest;  and  als(^  to  inform  us, 
as  for  as,  in  bis  opinion,  the  public  interest 
might  allow,  in  regard  to  what  objecta  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  were  expected  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberatitms  of  that  Congress. 
We  m^r  then  Ikave  a  whole,  or  a  part  only,  of  the 
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tmtimonj  before  ns.  It  1§  Teiy  probable  that, 
in  this  oaae,  we  buve  all ;  bat  I  speak  on  prin- 
(dples  alike  applicable  to  ever;  case  of  this  de- 
■cription.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  discretion 
withuB.  We  are  not  authorized  to  take  upon  onr- 
•elves  ft  respoDaibililj  which  our  conaUtntdon- 
al  dat;  has  not  devolved  on  ns.  The  Execntjve 
is  not  botind — and,  in  »onie  cases,  wonld  act  most 
unwisely,  whilst  negotiating  a  treaty,  to  lay 
all  the  informatioQ  which  might  be  in  his  poe- 
•easion  npon  the  sul^eot,  even  before  the 
Senators,  who  are  hia  oonstitntional  advisers. 
Ve  are  told,  that  this  is  an  nnpreoedented 
measnre,  and  that  in  each  view  this  House  may 
be  jnsttlled  in  parsning,  in  relation  to  it,  an 
nnpreoedented  coarse.  There  Is  aa  obvious 
distinction  between  a  course  simply  unprece- 
dented, and  one  which  is  justly  sabject  to  that 
oharge,  and  is,  moreover,  nnoonstitntional. 
GenUemen  do  not,  and  cannot,  point  ont  a  sin- 
gle example,  in  the  whole  history  of  onr  diplo- 
matic proceedings,  in  which  snch  an  interfer- 
«noe,  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
ttves,  has  been  attempted.  BaL  it  is  not  tme, 
that  the  proposed  mission  will  be  an  acknowl- 
edged departore  from  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Government.  If  it  wore  trne,  as  asserted, 
tiiatwe  are  about  to  enter  into  an  sUiance, 
offensive  and  defennve,  to  link  pnr  destinies 
with  those  of  any  other  Government,  then, 
indeed,  it  would  be  an  acknowledged  departure 
— then,  indeed,  wonld  there  be  ground  for  ap- 
prehension I  but,  as  the  subject  is  now  pre- 
sented to  ns,  the  supposed  canse  of  alarm  is  as 
airy  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision.  It 
aeems  to  have  originated  in  a  most  nncharilable 
and  nnfbnnded  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  and 
integrity  of  the  Siecntive.  Can  it  reasonably 
be  supposed,  that  the  Administration  will 
knowin^y  pursue  a  course  alike  ruinous  to  it- 
self and  to  the  country  I  As  well  mi^t  we  ex- 
pect to  see  one  in  the  full  ei^oymeat  of  his  in- 
tellectual faculties— before  whom  was  placed 
for  bis  choioe,  health  and  happiness  on  one 
band — death  on  the  other — madly  rushing  upon 
the  instrument  of  his  own  destruction. 
■  Let  us  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  consider  the 
nature  of  the  invitation  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Republics  of  Ootombia,  Keiioo, 
and  Central  America,  to  be  represented  by  onr 
diplomatic  agents  at  the  Congress  at  Panama ; 
the  danger,  if  any,  to  be  apprehended  by  an 
acceptance;  and  the  objects  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Government,  which  the  occasion 
may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  securing.  It 
was  urged  by  ray  colleague,  that  we  have  re- 
ceived invitations  firom  three  only  of  the  Sontli 
American  nations,  whose  Uinisters  compose 
that  Congress.  What  inference  he  designed  to 
draw  from  it  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  un- 
ices he  would  consider  our  attendance  there  as 
an  intmsion  upon  those  who  have  not  joined  in 
the  invitation.  They  have  all  been  long  since 
Informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Eiecntive, 
that  this  Government  would  be  represented  at 
the  Congress,  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 


should  give  their  eondlDn.  Had  any  one  of 
these  Bepubliea  felt  anj  dissatisfaction  at  the 
invitation  given  to  na,  and  conditionally  ac- 
cepted, it  is  reasonable  to  presume  they  wonld 
have  informed  us  of  it  But  this  objection  of 
my  colleagne  directly  conflicts  with  (he  ground 
which  he  immediately  thereafter  takes,  in 
which  he  attributes  ibe  invitations,  and  the 
desire  of  those  Republics  that  we  should  accept 
them,  to  entirely  selfirii,  interested  motives. 

The  objection,  sir,  ^>pears  to  me  to  have  but 
very  little  weight  Should  they  even  refiise  to 
treat  or  confer  with  us,  we  shall  occupy  ground 
less  disadvantageous  than  we  should  have  done 
by  an  uncivil  and  nQftiendlr  rejection  of  their 
very  kind  and  respectful  invitations.  In  qteak- 
ing  of  the  risk  which  we  are  to  encount«r,  by 
an  attendance  at  that  Congress,  of  beins  drawn 
into  the  vortex  of  ruinous  entangling  alliances^ 
gentlemen  ^tpear  to  exert  their  powers  of 
ingenuity,  not  of  argument,  but  of  supposition, 
to  show  the  unlimited  extent  of  the  powers  of 
the  agents  who  compose  it.  If  my  view  of 
the  Bubiect  be  correct,  the  extent  of  the  powers 
with  wDich  they  may  be  invested,  presents  no 
objects  of  terror  to  ns.  So  far  from  it,  I  shall 
insist  that,  the  greater  it  may  be,  the  better 
for  ns;  at  least,  so  fur  as  to  ensure  to  us  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  and  agreeing  upon 
such  principles  of  intemationsi  law,  with 
ministers  of  competent  authority,  and  a^nsting 
by  treaty  or  otherwise,  such  matters  as  may- 
be deemed  of  importance  to  the  security  or 
prosperity  of  this  nation ;  and  that,  in  no  point 
of  view,  can  we  be  injured  by  it,  however  un- 
limited. Bnt  it  is  really  somewhat  amusing  to 
observe  how  far  some  Kcnttemen  have  per- 
mitted the  most  unbridled  fimcy  to  conjure  np 
a  thousand  chimerical  dangers,  arising  from 
powers  eqn^y  chimerical.  My  colleague,  in 
particular,  seems  to  have  suffered  under  the 
terrors  of  this  vision.  He  favored  us  with  a 
comparison  of  the  powers  of  this  Congress,  and 
the  nature  of  the  alliance  between  the  South 
American  Republics  and  the  powers  of  our 
former  Congress,  and  the  alliance  of  the  States 
under  the  Articles  of  our  former  Confederation. 
He  discovered,  in  some  respects,  a  most  strik- 
ing sin^itude ;  yet  he  surely  would  not  deny 
that,  in  many  most  important  points,  no  two 
bodies  of  men  could,  in  their  powers,  be  more 
dissimilar. 

I  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  however  unlimited 
the  powers  of  the  Ministers  who  compose  that 
Congress  might  be,  tbey  presented  no  cause  of 
terror  to  us.  From  whom  do  they  derive  their 
authority  I  From  their  respective  Govern- 
ments. Have  those  Governments  any,  the 
slightest  control  over  us,  by  contract  or  other- 
wise t  Have  we  bound  ourselves  by  treaty! 
Have  we  formed  any  alliance  whatever  with 
them  T  Should  Mr.  Salazar,  and  Mr.  Obregon, 
.  and  Mr.  Canas,  present  themselves  before  this 
Government,  with  authority  on  paper,  as  on- 
limited  OS  Heaven's  expanse,  and  toll  ns  that 
,  they  came  to  propose  to  ns  an  ab<dition  of  thii 
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Govemmeiit ;  or  to  tre&t  for  a  purchase  of  tlie 
roiled  States;  would  ttny  idmi  be  alBrmedt 
"  Shall  1  be  frightened  when  &  madman  atares  t" 
It  bas  been  said  that  tbey  have  a  right  to  in- 
terpret treaties.  That  power,  like  all  Lhe  othen 
vtuch  they  poeaesa,  is  conferred  on  them  by 
their  respeetive  GoTemmenta,  and  would  no 
more  affect  na,  than  we  could  injure  tiiem  bj 
pawiiig  a  resolution  that  certain  connnigaioDers 
tiamed,  Bhould  determine  all  controyertad  points 
ari«Bg  ont  of  kxj  treaties  between  them  and 
oonelves. 

Ut.  Chwrman,  it  has  been  insiated  br  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Vii^puia,  (Hr.  Ritss,)  uiat  if 
«e  send  Hiniatera,  we  are  committed  to  take 
paK  in  the  deliberations  of  Qm  Oongress,  con- 
cemiug  an  alliance ;  and,  to  mpport  him  in 
this,  he  adverts  to  the  terms  of  the  invitation 
OD  the  part  of  the  Ministers  in  behalf  of  their 
reapectire  Governments,  and  of  the  acceptance 
bfUr.  OUy.  Were  it  true  that  we  should  be 
boimd  to  take  part  in  those  discnawoDB,  can  the 

Cllemaa  perceive  such  a  discussion  to  be 
^ht  with  any  ruinous  or  de1et«rioDa  conse- 
quences t  To  a  certain  extent,  I  hope  they  will 
Uke  part  in  the  dieoussiou.  It  will  be  but  a 
proper  response  to  that  politeness  and  good 
leelW  which  dictated  the  invitations ;  that 
our  iOnistere  sboold  meet  them,  and  by  every 
■rgoment  that  may  be  suggested,  in  the  most 
WHiciliatory  manner,  satisjy  them  of  the  impro- 
priety of  binding  onrselves  by  treaty  upon  the 
SDl^ect.  Let  them  be  assured,  again  and  agtun, 
if  neceeEary,  that  the  people  of  the  United  Stat«s 
feel  no  diminntion  of  that  deep  solioitnde  for 
their  picsperity,  and  the  preservation  of  their 
bdependence  nnimpaire^  which  they  have 
■uoifested  on  all  suitable  ocoasions.  Let  ns 
advise  them,  when  advice  may  be  asked ;  but 
enter  into  no  such  olliance  as  that  spoken  of  by 
the  gentleman,  of  uniting  our  and  their  desti- 
nies, by  a  league,  offensive  and  defensive.  An 
id«a  of  BDch  an  alliance  has  never  entered  the 
lead  of  any  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  pro- 
posed raiseion.  But  I  will  turn  to  the  proof 
Rlied  on,  and,  from  that,  show  that  those  Gov- 
cmmenta  have  no  right  to  hope  for  such  an  al- 
Eimoe;  nay,  that  they  do  not  even  solicit  it 
of  Hi. 

Mr.  SaUzar  to  Ur.  Olay,  in  his  oommimjea- 
tkn  of  tbe  2d  of  November,  1B2S,  says :  "  Of 
file  points  which  will  be  under  discnssion  by 
Uie  Assembly  of  Panama,  the  undersigned  is 
imalde  to  give  a  minute  ennmeration,  as  they 
iriU,  evidently,  arise  ont  of  the  deliberations  of 
tbe  Congress.  He  is,  however,  authorized  by 
hi*  Government  to  Bssnre  the  Unit«d  States, 
that  these  points  have  no  tendency  to  violate 
tbrirprofessedprincipleBofnentrality."  Again; 
"ft  belongs  to  each  of  the  concurring  parties 
.  to  propose  their  views ;  but  the  voire  of  the 
Tnited  States  will  be  beard  with  tbe  respect 
ud  deference  which  its  early  labors  in  a  work 
of  aach  importance  will  merit"  And  again,  in 
Ungoage  still  less  capable  of  misconstruction : 
"Ibe  maantt-  in  which  all  oolonixatjon  of  £a- 


ropean  powers  on  the  American  continent  shall 
be  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  the  pres- 
ent contest  l>etween  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
)nt«rest.  Were  it  proper,  [mark  the  language  11 
an  eventnal  alliance  in  case  these  events  should 
r,  which  is  within  tlie  range  of  possibilities, 
tbe  treaty,  of  which  no  use  could  be  made, 
nntil'the  earn* /<ed«rU  shonld  happen,  to  re- 
m^  secret ;  or,  if  this  shonld  seem  premature, 
convention  so  anticipated  would  be  different 


Mr.  Obregon  says,  that,  "  one  of  the  anyeot* 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Congress, 
will  be  the  resistance,  or  opposition,  to  the  in* 
terferenoe  of  any  nentnd  natJcm  in  tiie  quesUon 
and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  Spain."  But  in 
no  part  of  his  official  oommnmcation  doea  he 
speak  of  an  expected  alllanoe  between  them 
and  the  United  States. 

In  reftuing,  therefore,  for  the  present,  to 
bind  this  Government  on  the  sniiject,  those 
Hepublics  will  have  no  cause  of  complunt 
against  us.  That  snoh  a  coalition,  made  pnblio 
in  Europe,  would  be  calculated  t«  aid  them  In 
the  mamt^enance  of  their  independence,  is  a 
proposition  not  altogether  devoid  of  doubt. 
How  far  we,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
mlgh^  in  consentmg  to  it,  incur  the  censnre  or 
ha&ed  of  tbe  crowned  heads  of  Europe, '  It 
would  be  as  unworthy  of  na,  as  It  woiud  be 
derogatory  to  tbe  cliaraol«r  of  our  fbrefotliers, 
to  Inquire, 

The  objection  to  such  a  course  la,  that  it 
would  be  a  departure  from  tbe  policy  which 
Washington  recommended,  and  to  which  wfl 
have  strictly  adhered,  from  tbe  very  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — enjoying  peace, 
with  a  short  interval,  and  nnexsmnled  prosper- 
ity, whilst  Europe  has  groaned  unfler  the  afflio- 
tion  of  the  most  desolating  wars.  Yet,  if  tbe 
powers  of  £nrope  should  attempt  to  aid  Spain 
in  the  resubjugation  of  South  America  or 
Mexico,  or  to  colonize  any  part  of  either,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  BaU^  me  that  it  would 
not  be  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  upon  the 
performance  of  which  might  depend  the  qui- 
etude, if  not  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  part  in  the  contest,  in  eld  of  these  Repub- 
lics. In  such  a  struggle,  we  conld  not,  if  we 
desired,  remain  neutral.  We  should  be  forced, 
if  we  did  not  volanlarily  enter,  into  the  vortex ; 
and  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  raise  our 
arms  but  in  defence  of  justice  and  of  liberty. 

Although,  in  the  language  of  tbe  present 
Executive,  as  quoted  by  my  coUeagne,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  go  abroad 
in  search  of  monsters  to  destroy  ;  yet,  if  mon- 
sters declare  a  war  of  extermination  against 
freedom,  tbrougbont  the  world,  and  iifioiild 
attempt  lo  enforce  their  m6st  abominable  doc- 
trines, in  our  very  neighborhood,  upon  our 
sister  Repnblics;  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to 
see  the  United  States  stand  and  supinely  look 
on  as  Idle  gazers,  as  if  not  consdona  that  llief 
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miut,  in  their  tnrn,  be  o^«d  upon  to  offer 
their  liberty  and  independence  aa  a  sacrifice  to 
those  monsters.  These,  however,  are  lint  mf 
opiniooB,  which,  ae  a  member  of  the  Honse  of 
Kepreaentativea,  will  never  be  obtruded  on  the 
Eiecntive  uid  Senate  as  the  basis  of  anj  ne- 
gotiaUoD.  Let  those  judge  whom  the  oonstitn- 
tion  calls  on  to  judge.  In  speaking  of  the  cele- 
brated declaration  of  Ur.  Vonroe,  in  bit  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  McLaitb)  eavB,  "  we  ought  to  have 
acted  on  it  in  1833 ;  that  it  onght  not  to  be 
pennitted  to  stand,  unless  we  intend  to  com- 
ply." What  waa  that  declaratioa?  Let  any 
one  read  it,  and  say  of  what  he  disapproves. 
It  oonttuns  a  pledge,  we  are  told.  To  whom  ! 
Not  to  the  uovernmeots  of  Sonth  Amerioa: 
they  do  not  nnderstand  it  in  that  way,  Ur. 
Salazar,  in  his  letter  to  Ur.  Clt^,  speaks  of  it 
aa  a  bare  declaration,  or  protest.    It  is  very 

KneroUy  admitted,  that  salutaiy  oonseqnenoes 
Te  resulted  from  it ;  and  we  are  now  called 
open  to  retract  The  dedaration,  in  my  hom- 
ble  opinion,  was  dictat«d  with  great  tK>Utioal 
foresight,  and  accorded  with  the  feeUnga  of 
the  whole  nation. 

Had  we  acted  upon  It  in  18SS,  was  there  a 
gwitlemou  on  thia  floor  who,  if  he  had  oon- 
■idered  it  as  his  dnty  to  speak  at  bU  on  the 
tubject,  wonld  have  said  least  Is  there  one 
who  would  now  say  leas)  If  there  is,  he 
wonld  not  speak  the  laogaaffe  of  this  nation. 
Nothing  ever  was  better  said,  or  more  appro- 
priately timed ;  and  yet,  we  are  oantionea  to 
consider  well,  whether  we  ahonld  be  prepared 
to  act  accordingly,  when  the  occasion  is  pre- 
sented. Sir,  we  cannot^  at  this  time,  if  we 
would,  withdraw  this  deelaratioiL,  wiUioot 
subjecting  onrselres  to  the  oha^e  of  the  most 
manifest  iqjoBtice,  and  onfeeling  om^ty  to 
those  whom  we  call  JHtndi.  Better,  by  far, 
that  we  bad  never  opened  our  lips  on  the  snb- 
lecl,  than  now  to  recant.  It  would  be  no  very 
indirect  inritation  to  the  powera  of  Europe, 
who  may  have  formed  a  coalition  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  attempt  the  execution  of  their  netari- 
oos  project  of  the  nniversal  prostration  d  the 
principles  of  true  liberty.  It  would  add  one 
other  memorable  example  to  the  many,  which 
the  history  of  the  world  has  furnished,  that 
those  who  are  the  most  clamorons  in  their  pro- 
testations of  friendship,  are  not  the  most  to  be 
relied  on.  Not  that  I  insinuate  that  we  labor 
under  any  obligalion  to  any  of  the  South 
American  Governments,  to  comply  with  the 
declaration  at  any  time.  Of  that  wo  will  de- 
termine, when  it  is  meet  to  determine :  this 
only  I  say,  that  all  the  obligationa  of  honor,  of 
friendship,  of  justice,  demand  that  we  shoold 
not  now  retract  it.  No  principle  of  policy,  no 
rule,  of  even  the  moat  timid  caution,  can  jnatd^ 
such  a  disavowal,  when  it  is  not  necessary  to 
act  npon  it.  Are  we  freemen,  and  shall  we  fear 
to  speak  our  sentimental  No,  sir;  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  of  jnstice — for  the  honor  of  my 
ooautry,  I  hope  we  ahallnot  take  back  on»  word. 


Let  me  add  a  word  or  two  on  the  sat^ect  of 
the  condition  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Forto 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  my  colleague, 
and  1  shall  occupy  the  attention  of  die  commit- 
tee no  longer.  The  inva^on  of  those  islands 
by  the  United  States  of  Mexico  and  Oolombio, 
we  are  informed,  is  avowedly  among  the  ob- 
jects to  be  matured  by  the  belligerent  Stales  at 
Panama.  Should  the  project  of  invasion  becar- 
ried  Into  effect,  it  requires  no  great  foresight 
to  discover  that  the  most  alarming  and  calami- 
tous consequences  might  result  from  it  to  tha 
United  8tat«8.  Their  importance  t«  ns,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  is  obvions.  Tha 
character  of  a  hn^  portion  of  their  population ; 
their  oonligni^  to  our  shores ;  the  icdnenee 
on  a  certain  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  wlu<^  the  b-agio  scenes,  the 
probable  remit  of  such  an  invsMon  might  pro- 
dnoe,  are  oonuderations  of  a  most  momentous 
natnre.  Tha  probability,  moreover,  arising 
out  of  Buch  an  invasion,  fliat  they  might  fill 
into  the  hands  of  some  European  power,  whose 
policy  it  might  be  to  embarrass,  as  much  ea 
possible,  our  commerce,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
matter  which,  conneoted  with  the  other  aspect 
of  it,  olosea  the  door  against  all  possible  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  our  being  ably  representad 
at  the  Oongresa,  and  of  endeavoring,  if  possible, 
to  avert  a  oataatrophe  as  terrible  a»  it  is  cer- 
tain, unless  prevented  by  our  timely  eiertioce. 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  President  of  the  Doited 
States  had  omitted  to  use  his  best  exertions  to 
prevent  such  evils,  he  wonld  have  deserved 
the  execrations  of  hia  countrymen,  as  worse 
than  a  tr^tor. 

Non-Alimatum  iff  (SUm    to   anj/   fWrofMiw 

Before  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  Mabklei 
read  the  following  resolutions,  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer,  should  the  present  amendment 
not  prevfdl : 

Raolvtd,  As  the  sense  of  this  Hoose,  thit  ihs 
T7ait«d  Butes  could  not  see,  with  Indifference,  the 
transfer  of  tbe  Uluid  of  Cuba  from  Spain  to  any 
other  EaropesD  power. 

lUtoletd,  That  this  HoDse  approves  tbe  conns 
adopted  by  the  President,  as  manifested  bj  the  offi- 
cial correspoDdeDce  laid  before  tiie  House,  in  en- 
desvoring  to  dissuade  tbe  Governments  of  Colombia 
■nd  Mexico  IKim  any  attempt  to  conquer  or  take 
possession  of  said  isliuid. 

Rttolvtd,  As  Che  sense  of  this  Bonse,  that,  al- 
though the  Ume  has  passed,  when  there  eiisteduiy 
probability  of  a  combination  among  the  oilier 
powers  of  Europe  to  co-operate  with  Spain  in  sl- 
tempta  to  conquer  her  former  American  colonies, 
now  lodependent  Btatee ;  jet,  in  tbe  judgment  of 
this  House,  the  declaration  of  the  late  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  In  relation  to  that  subject,  in  hil 
Heeaage  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  December, 
1SS8,  was  wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic  i  that  it 
reserved  to  this  Government  an  uncontroUed  power 
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eombinMtiDo  u  aboTe  meDtioned ;  and  that  the  mu- 
dsienlzi  of  that  dedaration,  if  circnmBtancea  shoald, 
hereafter,  nnhappilT  and  iuieipect«dlj  ariBe,  to 
make  them  agidn  apidicab)e,  iroiild  be  rtrictlr  con- 
fermablo  to  tha  dutj  and  troe  poliej  of  the  United 

The    oommlttM  then  rose,  and  the  Honae 


Batdkdat,  April  7. 
MamaehtiteUt  MUilia  Clauat. 

The  Honae  &ea  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Kr.  Bdohuui  in  the  (diur,  on  the  hUl 
"  allowinff  compenaatioD  to  the  StaU  of  Uuaa- 
ehnsetb^  for  militia  aerrioeB,  performed  doring 
the  lait  war." 

III.  DwuHT  rose  and  aaH :  The  olaim  re- 
Mha,  air,  ftom  tiw  redprooal  righta  tod  dntiea 
eonoeded  to  the  State*,  and  foaranteed  by  the 
General  Goreimuent,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
txM  «f  the  eooatitation. 

Bj  tJtat  eompaot,  inhereharaeterof  aaoTsr- 
rign  and  tDdq>eDd<ut  8tat«,  MaswchiiMtto  but- 
Ratdered  to  joa  the  pnrae  and  the  aword ;  Uie 
flaealand  the  phyriealcttargiea  of  her  dominion, 
Id  be  need  br  yon  for  the  pDrposea  of  the  gene- 
tal  wellara. 

Aware  of  tlie  importance  of  theee  powera, 
and  irf  the  incompetency  of  the  States  to  pro- 
tect tbemadrea,  when  70a  ehonld  hare  drawn 
OBt  their  revenaei  derived  from  the  cnatoms, 
joo  gnaranteed  to  tiiem,  bj  the  foorth  section 
of  t&  fbnrth  artiote  of  the  conatitntioD,  "  pro- 
Uetiun,"  not  onlj  againat  foreign  "inTasion," 
bat  againat  "domestio  violence."  from  do- 
laeetio  vktotoe,  God  forbid  that  ihe  ahonid 
ever  hare  oooaidoD  to  ask  your  protection. 
Ibe  character  of  her  dtizena  fi>rbidB  anoh  an 
apprehenaion.  But  from  InTanoa  she  baa 
been,  and  may  again  b&  oompelled  to  aak  pro- 
tection from  iJioee  to  whom  ahe  baa  amrender- 
ad  the  meaaa  \>j  which  ahe  would  otherwise 
hare  proteoted  haraelt 

The  prmBiplca  of  the  aooial  oompact  of  Got- 
■nment  itaelf|  wonid  jnatify  the  daim,  Inde- 
MDdent  of  the  ^>edal  oblwationa  which  the 
DBited  Btatea  bare  aaamnea  u  an  eqnlTalent 


integral  pnticsi  of  the  emtrire, 
b«  thrown  exdiHiTdy  opon  the  cMaaeaa  of  that 
particalar  territorrt  Where,  bnt  tinder  ooto- 
■lal  vaaaalagc,  «oald  audi  a  dootrine  maintdnt 
Even  there,  the  eolonj  would  have  an  exemp- 
tion, whieh  a  State  haa  not  from  the  bnrthens 
o  the  defence  of  the  General  Govern- 


How  mneh  more  atrongl;,  ab",  do  aadi  obli- 
Mtiona  reat  upon  the  Govenmient  c^  the  United 
Statea,  hj  the  fundamental  law  ot  the  conntrj 
— the  omutitaticHi  nnder  which  we  live. 

Independent  of  their  revenaes,  which  are 
JisQj  termed  the  ainewa  of  war,  tlie  Btatea 
•Bcnodared,  aa  amaanarf  da&itoes  tu>der  oer- 


t^  apedfled  eraergenoiee,  their  militia  to  the 
United  States. 

Bj  the  oonatitntion,  article  1,  aection  8,  It 
\a  provided  that  OongrcM  diall  nave  power  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia — 

To  eieoate  the  lawa  of  the  Union, 

To  sappreae  inaorrections, 

And  to  repel  invasiona. 

And  also  to  provide  for  organising,  am^n^ 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
snch  part  of  them  as  maj  be  employed  In  the 
service  of  the  United  Btatea :  raeninf  to  the 
Stat«a  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
offlcera,  and  the  anthoiity  cf  training  the 
militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
by  Oongreaa. 

By  theee  provislona,  it  is  manifest,  fliat,  not- 
withstanding the  laudable  State  Jealonsy  which 
they  evince,  stlU  the  militia  of  the  Statea  «t«. 
to  itie  General  Government,  the  right  arm  of 
the  national  itjfenee;  and  by  the  other  cl&ns& 
that  of  "raiabiK  and  sopporting  armjes  and 

intoning  navieB,"  the  Generu  Government 

re  provided  vrith  the  means  of  carrying  en 
tiieir  offlmthe  operations  against  the  commoD 
enemy,  wherever  a  blow  m^ht  be  stmck  witli 
efieet. 

For  porpoeee,  then,  merely  mnnici]^  aa  K 
regards  onrselvea,  and  strioUy  d^mttee,  as  it 
regards  the  enemy,  the  militia  of  the  Statoa 
compose  the  force  npon  whieh  the  General 
Government  may,  and  perhaps  ongbt,  ex- 
olasively  to  rely. 

Beyond  this  he  conld  never  go,  in  the  con- 
rtmction  of  the  povers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia,  who  are,  In  efiect^  the 
people  of  the  States, 

Can  we  snppose^  fbr  a  moment,  that,  by  the 
constitution,  the  freemen  of  this  oonntry  can  be 
called  from  their  occnpationa,  against  their 
principles,  their  interesta,  and  their  wishes,  to 
a  war  of  conqnest  and  aggrandizement,  by  some 
ambitions  and  nnprincipled  Administration  that 
shall  hereafter  get  into  place  t 

To  prosecDte  what  war  with  effect  T  be  wonld 
_i.  An  offHatiM  war  1 !  1— 'Will  the  people  of 
UieStntesloramomenttolerate  the  doctrine  that 
the  militia  of  Massachusetts  may  be  marched  to 
theconqneatofMezioo,  or  those  of  Georgia  to  the 
oonqnest  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bnmswick  t 

Are  the  yeomen  of  soverdga  Statea  to  tie 
made  liable  to  a  oonscriptimi  more  indiscrim]- 
nating  and  not  less  odiona  than  that  of  Bon»- 
parte? 

Having  shown  that  those  errors  of  oonstitn- 
lional  opmion  mif^t  exist  in  men  who  were  de- 
voted to  theintereataand  honor  of  the  oonntry, 
he  wonld  proceed  to  ^ow,  from  the  doonmenbi 
themaelvea,  that  a  due  migard  to  the  seonrity 
and  protection  1^  the  coimtry  most  have  ani- 
mated the  Government,  even  at  that  time;  and 
that,  before  any  actoal  invasion  in  eighteen 
hnndred  and  fbnrteen,  the  Oovemment  of  Maa- 
sachneetta  had,  practically,  abandoned  the  of- 
fensive conttitatfonal  doctrinas. 
Xndeed,  the    militia    were,  In  1 
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■tanoee,  to  tihe  nomber  of  three  thoniand.  rol- 
nntorilj  HQbmitt«d  to  the  oonunand  and  airec- 
tion  of  General  Dearborn,  during  the  SDmmer 
aaA  Fall  of  1S14,  and  that  commaitd  accepted 
by  him.  This  ooald  not  hare  been  done  nnlesB 
the  Qoveraor  had  hiiuMlf  rafised,  or,  at  least, 
donbted  the  opinioa  of  the  Supreme  Gout, 
aaQotioned  bj  nim  in  1812;  for  no  invasion 
■otnoUy  existed,  and  the  President  himself  wu 
not  there  in  person  to  assome  the  Dommand, 

It  maj,  to  be  snre,  be  add,  tha^  as  late  as 
Septembco',  1614.  the  GoTemor  reflued  to  pnt 
the  tfoops  detaohed  for  the  defence  of  Boston, 
snder  the  oomiuaDd  of  an  officer  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  not  aware  that  anj  apeoiflo  n- 
qnest  was  made  to  him  for  that  parpose,  but,  if 
uere  were,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  the  deoidon 
of  1818  vaa  not  made  the  groond  of  refbsal. 
Indeed,  daring  that  mODtb,  eleven  or  twelve 
hnndred  troops  were  aotoally  placed  in  the 
forta  of  Boston  harbor,  under  the  eominaiid  of 
General  Dearborn,  bat  more  immediately  com- 
maodeS  by  hia  son,  then  a  Brigadier  Geaeral  in 
Uie  Mawachnaette  militia.  To  show  the  inten- 
tions and  iMitiments  of  the  Govemmeat  of 
UBSsaohnsetts,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  the 
order  of  events,  from  the  breaking  ont  of  the 
war  down  to  the  period  Just  alluded  to. 

By  referenoe  to  the  order  of  July,  1813,  in 

gmnanoe  of  the  reqniution  of  the  General 
cvermuent  for  the  Ifsssachnsetts  quota  of 
100,000  men,  it  will  be  eeen  that  the  militia 
were  called  upon  by  every  oonsideration  which 
eonld  rouse  their  spirits  as  men,  or  their  loyalty 
as  patriota,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  for  the  defence 
of  the  State.  No  remarks,  air,  can  do  Joatice 
to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  this  order.  He 
wonld,  therefore,  take  leave  to  qnote  trom  it 
some  of  those  sentiments,  which  he  considered 
as  triompbantly  repelling  the  charge  of  an  at- 
tttupt  to  thwart  the  views  of  the  Qeneral  Oov- 
ernment  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  the  oonn-. 

"  Wtz  having  been  declared,  ths  Commander-in- 
Chief  osUi  upon  (he  mUlUa  of  Kassachasetta  duly  to 
uotioe  ths  Mlemn  and  interesting  crisis,  and  exhorts 
them  to  meet  ths  occsuon  with  constsnoy  and  flnn- 
ness.  When  war  Is  commenced,  ao  human  fore- 
dght  can  ^soem  the  tinis  of  Its  terminatlDn,  or  the 
-' g  that  may  follow  In  its  trsln — bnt 


BaDce  apon  the  snperintendhig  inflnence  of  HesTen, 


He  then  goes  oo  to  recommend  a  close  and 
persevering  attention  to  the  dntiea  of  their  sev- 
eral stations ;  that  the  men  may  be  perfectly 
armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined:  that  the  offi- 
cers may  tboronghly  nnderetand  their  duty ; 
and  that  they  all  may  be  ready  with  "  alacrity 
and  effect  to  defend  their  coimtry,  their  consti- 
tntionsl  rights  snd  their  liberties,  which  are  not 
only  onr  birthrights,  but  which,  at  the  expense 
of  BO  mnch  blood  and  treasore,  were  pnrchaaed 
In  tba  let*  lUvolotiDiL" 


"Ths  CommandeHn-CliiefftiitIieTorders»od&' 
recti  thst  the  Ctenenlsandothsr  efficeisof  tbenri- 
litis  cf  MsssBohusetts,  beating  in  ndnd  ths  poaa- 
bOitjof  a  suddeninv«sian,h<dd  themselves,  snd  lbs 
corps  under  their  command,  in  constant  rosdiiiesi 
to  assemble  and  march  to  the  defence  of  any  put 
or  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  parsouit  to  the  dT' 
den  to  be  f^ven  by  him,  bnt  withoat  woifiM  toe 
sncb  orden  in  case  of  actual  iavincn,  or  snti  oi- 
mtHoit  dsnger  thereof  as  will  not  admit  of  delay,* 

If  this  be  thwarting  the  views  of  tiie  Qenwil 
Qoremment,  sir  it  wonld  follow  that  those 
views  were  hostile  to  a  patriotic  drfence  of  the 
territorf  of  Haasachnae^  which  he  hoped  no 
man  woold  be  willing  to  Impute  to  the  Ooven- 
ment  of  tiie  United  States, 

This  was  the  order  under  which  the  mililiaof 
UassaohnaettB  were  to  move  througfaont  the 
war :  wherever  invasion  threatened  there  tbey 
were  to  march.  Is  this,  sir,  throwing  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  tie  General  Qovemmentl 
Tme,  sir,  there  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  Gov- 
erament  of  Uaasaohoaetta,  an  opposdtion,  a  ctn- 
stitntional  one,  to  the  men  in  power ;  and  who 
is  there  that  would  dare  to  call  npontho  people 
of  uiy  State  to  snrrender  Its  right  to  Jnd^  whit 
class  of  men  are  most  oompet«it  to  widd  the 
power  of  the  nalioul  Bnt,  tliia  right  of  opinion 
was  not  exercised  in  a  manner  calonlated  to 
obstruct  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  the  letter  of  the  Qovemor  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  5th  Angnst,  IBIS,  he  Beys: 
the  companies  to  be  marched  to  Fassamaqnoddy 
and  Eastport  will  l>e  stationed  there  "  until  the 
President  shall  otherwise  direct,"  and,  in  con- 
clusion, he  remarks,  that  he  ia  fl^r  dimoaed  to 
afford  all  die  ^  to  the  measures  of  the  National 
Government  which  the  oonatitntJOD  requires  of 
him  ;  hut,  he  presnmea,  it  will  not  be  ezpeoted 
or  desired  that  he  should  fiji  in  the  dn^  he 
owed  to  the  people  of  the  Stat^  who  had  con- 
fided their  interest  to  his  care. 

This  letter,  sir,  ia  an  argument  to  show,  that 
the  mode  of  calling  ont  the  militja  proposed  by 
General  Dearborn,  woidd  invitethe  aggressions 
of  the  enemy,  and  diminish  the  power  whioh 
Ksssaohusette  then  had  of  renstanoe. 

And,  what  was  the  mode  subsequently  pro- 
posed by  Gen.  Dearborn  t  It  will  be  renum- 
bered that  the  militia  of  ICaasachnsetts  were 
organised  into  oompanies  of  sixty-four,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  bis 
requisition  was,  for  the  mititia,  in  companies  of 
one  htmdred  each,  according  to  the  oiganiia- 
tion  of  the  regular  army,  and  contrary  M  the 
existing  law  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
the  organization  of  the  militia.  No  ailment 
leed  be  mode  to  show  the  practical  tneon- 
.'enience  which  wonld  result  from  such  a  esll, 
nor  its  tendency  to  defoat  the  eonstitutitaial 
provision,  wliioh  was  reserved  to  the  States,  of 
appointing  their  officers  and  training  the  mili- 
tia, acoording  to  disdpline  presoribea  by  Ooa- 
gresa. 

In  July,  1818,  the  regular  troops  were  re- 
moved trim  tlw  State  of  Susaohuaetts,  to  0x17 
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«otb«  war  upon  the  northern  frontier.  The 
eooTM  token  b;  MassAchaHette,  therefore,  did 
Bot  diminiah  the  power  of  the  General  Govem- 
Bwnt  to  prosecnte  the  war  with  effect,  wher- 
ever the  enetiij  codd  be  met 

Id  July,  1614,  &  requisition  was  made  by 
Geo.  Dearborn  upon  the  Goremor,  for  eleven 
hnndred  men,  and  notwithstanding  the  strong 
(Aqeotioa  which  resulted  from  the  organization 
bto  Dompaidee  of  one  linndre^  as  propoeed  br 
tbatoall,  tbey  were  plaoednoder  bis  oommaii^ 
for  the  thr^  months  reqnired. 

At  the  Bame  time,  Gen.  King  was  aatborized 
to  call  out  the  militia  of  his  dividon,  in  Maine, 
and  jdaoe  them  in  the  forts  alono  that  sea- 
board,  ahonld  the  offioers  of  the  Umted  Btatea 


nqnire  il 
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i  Hajor-Oenerals  of  the  fifth  diTision,  in- 
dsding  the  oonnties  of  Pljmonth,  firiatol,  and 
Barnstable;  of  the  second  diTiiion,  in  the 
eoant;  of  Essex ;  of  the  sixth  and  twelfth  di- 
nioDS,  comprising  the  connliea  of  York  and 
Cnmb^land — all  of  which  bordered  npon  the 
nooast,  were  directed  to  keep  gnards  at  the 
potnla  of  danger,  and  hare  the  militia  in  oon- 
stut  readiness  to  march,  at  the  shortest  notice, 
for  the  defence  of  any  place  that  might  be  at- 
tMked. 

Ths  alarm  had,  daring  thu  Summer,  become 
iliwMt  muTersal  along  the  seacoaot,  of  six 
hondred  miles,  from  Rhode  Island  to  the  eastern 
eilnmity  of  Ifaine,  which  Massachosetta  bad 
to  ddbod,  withoQt  the  aid  of  anj  of  the  regnlar 
tno{H. 

British  flbipe  of  war  were  hovering  on  onr 
coast.  Every  place  was  exposed.  Every 
thing  was  in  danger  from  an  effective  force  of 
the  enemy  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  ens- 
btod  bj  the  Seet  to  which  they  were  attached, 
to  inske  a  descent  npon  any  point  of  this  long- 
txtended  line  of  seacotat. 

Bostuk  was  MoiBidered  the  otneot  of  the  ene- 
vj.  The  Briddi  Admiral  threatened  the 
towns  m  the  aeaboard  gMieraHy,  with  destmo- 
ticn.  But  the  United  States  naval  depot  at 
QMiiettawn,  and  the  wealth  oi  onr  capital,  at 
MHM  exdied  the  avarice  and  the  love  of  gloir 
at  the  enemy.  Apprehennon  became  □niverBal, 
ud  tbe  danger  oi  inva^on  was  so  imminent, 
thit  the  Government  issued  new  orders  for  the 
wbde  militia  of  tJie  Commonwealth  to  be  in 
nadinesk  Five  re^^enle  of  infantry,  two 
battalions  of  artillery,  and  several  independent 
tnd  rifle  omnpanies — thefiowerofHaHaohusetta 
—were  marched  from  the  centre  and  eitreraity 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  defence  of  the 
CSpJtsI — and  remained  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
ix  Nreral  weeks,  nntjl  the  apprehension  had 
nbeided,  or  at  least  the  danger  hod  gone  by. 
A»  one  of  that  corps,  he  coeld  himself  bear  tes- 
t^DMnj  to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  troops 
Mine  ont,  and  the  nnfeigned  joy  with  which 
JW  wen  recdved  as  the  defenders  of  the  cap- 
naL  To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  occnr- 
HUiea  of  that  period,  and  the  threats  of  the 
"May,  it  would  be  anperfloons  to  say,  that 
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averted  the  calamities  which 
woald  have  followed  the  threatened  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Twenty-five  hmidred  men  were 
marched  from  tie  county  of  Norfolk,  allor  a 
notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  for  tlie  defence  of 
Boston  i  and  eleven  bmidred  and  uxty  men 
were  placed,  in  September  of  this  year,  under 
the  command  of  the  United  States  officer,  and 
stationed  in  the  forts  of  Boston  harbor. 

A  re^ment  was  stationed  also  at  Cambridge- 
porL  and,  at  the  request  of  General  Dearborn. 
all  tne  militia  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston, 
were  kept  in  oonatant  preparation  to  be  called 

It  is  true,  that  the  troops  ordered  ont  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  tne  exception  of  those  alluded  to  in  the 
forts  of  Boston  harbor,  were  not  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  ordered  out,  in  companies  of  sixty* 
fonr,  according  to  their  habitual  organization, 
ander  the  laws  of  the  United  Statea,  and  not 
according  to  the  requisition  of  the  officers  of 
the  General  Government.  It  is  believed  that 
such  new  and  illegal  organization  would,  if  not 
resisted  by  the  mUitia  tfemselves,  at  least  have 
thwarted  the  patriotic  purposes  for  which  they 
were  Hnmmoned  to  the  field. 

Indeed,  the  Governor,  at  this  period,  an- 
nounced to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  bad 
not  placed  them  under  tiie  snpenntendeoce  of 
the  chief  of  that  military  distnct,  becanse  such 
inconveniences  and  objections  had  arisen  from 
having  done  so  before,  that  he  could  not  repeat 
the  measure. 

The  cotemporaneous  opinion  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy,  show  how  jnstiy  these  measures 
were  appreciated,  and  how  they  estimated  the 
alacrity  of  the  troops  in  coming  to  the  defence 
of  the  naval  depot. 

Commodore  Bainbridge,  in  hia  letter  of  April 
6,  1811,  expresses  to  General  Welles  "the 
graliflcation  ne  received  in  witnessing  the  ready 
disposition  of  General  Brooks,  of  himself,  and 
the  military  under  their  command,  in  affording 
aid  in  defence  of  the  frigate  Constitution."  And 
Captain  Jones,  in  his  letter  to  the  same  militia 
officer,  says,  that  the  proofs  "  of  zeal  and  alac- 
rity to  repel  meditated  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
evinced  in  the  correspondence,  are  extremely 
gratifying,  and  ensured  the  safety  of  the  flour- 
ishing town  of  Chariestown  and  the  naval  prop- 
erty which  the  enemy  is  so  desiroos  to  destroy." 

The  President,  himself,  in  his  Message  of 
Febmary,  1824,  speaking  of  the  services  of  the 
fifth  division,  the  accounts  in  regard  to  which 
had  been  audited  at  the  War  Department,  says, 
that  the  services  rendered  by  it  were  spon- 
loneoDS,  patriotic,  and  proper;  necessary  for 
self-defence,  to  repel,  in  some  instances,  actaal 
invasion,  and  in  others  to  meet,  by  adequate 
preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 

Never,  says  he,  in  the  same  communication, 
was  there  a  moment  when  the  confidence  of 
tiie  Government  in  the  great  body  of  onr  fellow- 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  was  imp^red,  nor  is 
there  a  doubt  that  they  were  at  all  timet 
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villing  to  support  their  righta,  and  to  repel  an 
Invasion  by  the  enomy.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
that  eBsentlfd  service  was  rendered  in  the  late 
war. by  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  from 
the  moat  patriotic  motives.  It  seems  just, 
therefore,  says  he,  that  they  ehoulil  be  oompen- 
Batod  in  like  manner  with  the  nulitia  of  the 
other  States. 

Even  the  remonstrance  of  tlie  Portland  offi- 
cers ag^DBt  being  placed  onder  the  commaad 
of  officers  of  the  Onited  States,  contains  a  sen- 
timent of  lofty  patriotism,  which,  he  tlionght, 
might  well  indicate  the  general  feeling  which 
animated  the  citizens  of  his  State.  They  were 
ready  to  defend  their  coimtry  from  invasion, 
and  had  courage  to  preserve  it  onpollnted  by 
any  hostile  foot. 

When  the  little  town  of  Brewster  was  laid 
nnder  contribution,  (a  common  calamity  of  war,) 
and  was  obliged  to  pay  mon^y  to  preserve  its 
valnable  salt  works — which  Captain  Baggott 
threatened  to  destroy — the  committee  of  the 
adjoining  town  of  Orleans  declare,  that  they 
are  donbtfiil  whether  tlje  paying  snoh  a  tribute 
be  consistent  with  onr  dnty  to  onr  coantry,  or 
onr  adherence  to  the  constitntion.  And  they 
very  j  ostly  remark,  that  the  money  so  paid,  will 
enable  the  enemy  to  proseonte  the  war  agaicst 
other  towns  wilL  more  vigor. 

Those  who  are  disposed  to  look  into  the  detail 
of  these  alnrms,  and  the  measures  taken  to  repel 
tlie  enemy  along  the  sonthem  coast,  will  be  en- 
abled to  form  ft  JQst  eatimate  of  both,  by  looking 
into  the  orders  published  by  the  direction  of 
Mi\jor-Generftl  Qoodwin,  of  the  fitth  division. 

lie  felt  convinced  that  the  time  allotted  to 
him,  would  not  enable  him  to  do  that  Jastioe  in 
the  detail,  to  the  militia  of  Maasachnsetts,  which 
thrir  patriotism  and  their  services  would  require. 

Forty-foar  thousand  of  the  militia  were  <Ml1ed 
oat  in  that  State  during  the  war. 

He  would  go  on  now  to  consider,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  particnlar  provisions  of  the  bill  npon 
the  table,  which  proposes  to  place  tiie  claims  of 
the  State  npon  the  Mme  footing  as  the  claims 
of  the  other  States  for  similar  services.    It  pro- 

Ist.  That  they  shall  be  paid  where  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered  in  compliance  vrith  the  re- 
qninition  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  Where  they  wore  called  out  to  Te(*l  in- 
vasion, or  under  a  well-founded  apprehen^on  of 
Invasion.  Provided  the  numbers  were  not  in 
nndue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

6d.  Where  the  troops  were  not  specifically 
withheld  from  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
applying  for  the  same  to  the  Governor,  under 
an  authority  so  to  do  from  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment. 

Having  shown,  as  he  oonfidently  believed,  that 
theabstract  constitutional  qoestionshad  no  effect 
npon  the  character,  usetUness,  or  patriotism,  of 
the  services  rendered,  and,  iudeed  that  the  eon- 
Btitational  (question  was  practically  abandoned 
before  the  important  eervices  were  rendered, 
be  might  ask,  who  oonld  feet  opposed  to  the 


provisions  of  a  hill  which  proposed  to  put  then 
ol^mi  npon  the  same  foonog  of  all  other  ehdma 
for  similar  services? 

Hr.  SpBAorx,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  oom- 
mittee  as  followa; 

Hr.  Ohairman  :  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill;  ind 
I  am  induced  to  ofier  my  reasons  for  being  so, 
because  I  cannot  entirety  coindde  in  oi»aioiL 
with  either  of  the  gentlemen  from  MassachuHtti 
(Mr.  B1.VIS  and  Mr.  Dwiqht)  who  have  addiess- 
ed  you ;  and  because  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  HoirsioN}  has  been  pleased  to  uy, 
that  no  one  who  was  in  the  minority  of  Hieas- 
ohnsettB  daring  the  late  war,  can  support  the 
hill,  or  receive  money  under  it,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  consistency — without,  indeed,  an  aban- 
donment of  priuoiple.  Sir,  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  repreeeot,  and  all  her 
Representatives  upon  tiiia  floor,  were  in  tbat 
minority.  She  will  receive  a  porUon  of  the 
money  provided  for  by  the  bill,  and  I  em  na- 
wiliing,  by  eilence,  to  admit  that  impniadoDS 
can  reet  npon  that  charaoter  for  political  consiri- 
ency,  which  we  liave  so  hardly  earned  and  so 
long  maintained. 

It  is  first  asked,  why  should  tlie  claim  of  Mas- 
sachnsettH  be  allowed?  I  answer,  because  it  is 
just  in  itself,  and  because  similar  claims  hiv« 
been  allowed  to  other  States. 

It  is  Just  in  itself.  The  several  States  have 
conceded  the  General  Government  the  powa 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  revenues  by  wbieh 
war  is  to  he  prosecuted  and  aggrea^on  repelled; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  tlie  General  Government 
to  protect  each  State  against  invasion.  This 
dnty  is  not  left  to  inference,  but  is  imposed, 
in  express  terms,  in  the  fourth  section  of  tbe 
fourth  article  of  the  constitotion.  Tiiis  hi^ 
obligation,  thus  assumed  by  the  fhndameuUl 
compact,  is  brought  into  mo^t  vigorous  exerciss 
when  tlie  United  States  declared  war:  for  then 
an  enemy  is  created  without  tlie  consent  of  the 
State ;  the  time  and  ciroumstanoee  of  the  dedo- 
ration  are  selected  by  the  General  Government; 
and,  most  assuretlly,  it  onght  to  defend  the  cit- 
itens  from  the  attacks  which  it  has  thusdeliber- 
ately  challenged.  If  it  do  not,  but  leaves  a  State 
to  exhaoft  its  own  resonroea  in  repelling  the 
enemy,  the  United  States  are  bound  to  repay  tbe 
smna  which  shall  have  been  thus  expended. 

This  proposition  is  so  clear  that  it  hardly  ad- 
mits of  argnment  or  illastration.  It  rests  upon 
those  et.ernal  principles  of  justice  and  good  fiuth 
by  which  every  judicial  tribunal  proceeds  in  en- 
forcing engagements  between  maa  and  man, 
Priociplea,  which  are  ftindamentid  in  the  juris- 
prudence of  every  enlightened  country ;  wliioh 
the  United  States  have  recognized  and  enforced; 
and^  in  obedience  to  which.  Congress  have  act- 
ed, in  granting  claims,  ever  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government, 

This  very  enbieot  of  militia  services  h;is  pre- 
sented itself,  and  the  United  States  have  paid 
large  sums  to  several  States,  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  defending  tiiemselves  daring  the  late 
war,  without  any  previoua  request  or  aaeont  on 
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thepHTtof tbaGeneralOorennnent.  Bucbwere 
the  dtums  of  l[ar7land  and  New  York.  This 
principle  h&s  not  00I7  been  acted  apoa  in  par- 
ticQlar  cases,  bat  estnblisbed  m  a  general  rule. 
Iq  a.  letter  from  Hr.  Calhoan,  BecretHry  of  War, 
to  the  Third  Auditor,  written  on  the  I4th  of 
Febmafy,  1618,  in  reference  to  the  daima  of 
AeStkte  of  Harjlaod,  he  aajB:  "Ton  will  ad- 
mit all  itie  ezpenditores  bj  tbe  State  that  are 
of  the  Qsaal  character  in  each  cases,  and  prop- 
er\j  Touched,  ahere  the  militia  hate  been  eaU- 
ti  Mil  o»  actual  or  well-fotindtd  fear  of  inva- 
fUM."  And,  in  a  letter  of  30th  of  Uarch,  1618, 
tbeBame  officer,  in  reference  to  the  clums  of 
Heir  York,  saj's :  "  In  the  settlement  of  similar 
aoeoauta,  it  ha*  been  eitablithed  by  thU  Ikpart- 
ment  at  a  prmeipU,  that  the  United  States  are 
Eible  for  alt  the  diRbnreementa  made  b7  the 
"'  '         I  accotmt  of  militia  called   ont  hj  ~~ 


plies,  and  anch  aa  are  aotborized  by  law  for  the 
mibtia.  The  tame  principle  appliet  where  the 
militia  have  been  called  oat  \>j  the  State  an- 
thori^,  and  afterwards  reoogniied  by  the  Presi- 
dent, «r  vhere  they  hace  been  called  out  mt  a  tud- 
iatiiuanon,  orweli~/ound«d/ear<(finvaiiifn." 

nte  bill  before  ns  is  foonded  npoa  these  prin- 
ciples and  these  precedents.  It  proposes  to  pay 
to  VfiiinrhTinnttfi  the  sum  which  she  necetisarilj 
expended  in  protecting  herself  from  invasion, 
dunog  a  war  declared  by  the  United  States.  It 
iita  extend  to  her  the  same  measure  of  Justice 
which  has  been  meted  ont  to  the  other  men>hers 
DFtheCoafederacj,ind  which  has  been  withheld 
from  her,  and  her  only.  Such  being  the  char- 
tcUs  of  llie  bill,  I  cannot  donbt  that  every  gen- 
ftstoan  who  bears  me  would  wish  to  give  it  his 
n^Mtrt,  and  repay  to  Mas^ehnsetta  tlie  sums 
vhid)  she  has  paid  in  discliarging  the  obliga- 
tioos  of  the  General  GovemmeaC,  unless  there 
be^mie  insuperable  Direction,  InTolving  a  vio- 
la&M  of  pnncipla 

¥hat,  theD,  are  the  obJectioDS  which  have 
beta  urged  ngunst  it  t  The  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman (rom  Tennessee,  (Ur.  EonsTOV,)  rests 
HMy  npon  certain  doctrines  and  condnot 
of  Hassadnsetta  during  the  war.  His  objec- 
tko,  reduced   to   distinct  form,   is,   that  yon 


Tbia,  indeed,  comprises  all  that  has  been  urged, 
here  or  elwwbere,  which  is  entitled  to  be  con- 
sdcred  as  an  objection.  Those  doctrines  were 
— Gnt,  that  to  the  State  Ezecntive  belongs  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  existenoe  of  tbe  exigencies 
ifoa  which  the  militia  are  to  tie  collet  forth 
into  the  aervioe  of  the  United  States ;  and,  sec- 
saSij,  tliat,  wh«a  called  forth,  tbe  militia  can- 
■otbe  lawfully  commanded  by  any  officer  of 
ilie  United  States,  except  by  the  President  in 
pcnon.  These  doctrines  were,  UDqaestionablj', 
«m»eo(ia.  I  thought  so  theu — I  think  so  still — 
I  hare  never  bad  a  doubt  of  it.  I  have  resisted 
tfa«n  from  the  first  moment  of  their  promnlga' 
tioa;  and  lar  be  it  from  me  now  to  say,  or  do, 


or  assent  to  any  thing  which  wonld  establish 

them  as  true.  Tbeclaimof  Massachnsettaisnot, 
for  a  moment,  to  be  put  In  oompetition  with  t, 
sound  oonstmction  of  the  constitution — it  is  bat 
as  the  dost  in  the  t>alance,  in  the  comparison. 

By  passing  the  bill,  yon  undoubtedly  approve 
of  the  militia  services  for  which  it  makes  pay- 
ment. But  yon  do  not  thereby  sanction  the  opin- 
ions and  conduct  which  have  been  mentioned, 
nnlen  they  were  so  connected  with  the  services 
that  yon  cannot  conntenanoe  the  one  without 
oppoMsg  the  other.  Were  th^  so  connected  t 
At  first  view,  it  would  seem  difficnlt  to  perceive 
how  services,  actnally  performed,  slionld  be  con- 
sidered as  growins  ont  of  a  refusal  to  render 
service.  But;  witnont  rdying  npon  this,  I  ask 
your  attention  to  the  traneaotions  of  the  period 
when  these  expenses  were  incurred.  Let  us  see 
what  was  done,  and  not  merely  what  was  said. 

The  act  of  10th  of  April,  1812,  authorized  a 
detaehment  from  the  mllltJa  of  100,000  men, 
of  which  each  State  was  to  fimish  its  quota ; 
and  the  Preddent  was  anthorited  to  call  tbera 
int«  actual  aervioe,  in  all  the  exigencies  provid- 
ed for  by  tbe  constitution.  In  the  same  month 
of  April,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  Wor  requested 
tbe  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  bold 
their  respective  quotas  of  s^d  detachment  in 
readiness;  and,  on  the  22d  of  June  following, 
fonr  days  after  the  deolaration  of  war,  General 
Dearborn  requested  the  Governor  of  Masaaohu- 
setts  to  call  into  actual  service  forty-one  com- 
panies as  a  part  of  the  Uassachnsetts  quota  of 
said  detachment,  under  the  act  of  Apn),  181S. 
This  requisition  was  sanctioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  enforced  by  a  letter  troin  the  Secre- 
tory of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Hassachusetts, 
written  on  the  aiut  of  July,  1813.  The  Execu- 
tive of  Massachusetts  then  consulted  tlie  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State,  and  there- 
upon advanced  those  erroneous  doctrines  re- 
specting the  constitutional  power  over  themilitia, 
which  have  lieen  so  much  and  so  Jnstly  censur- 
ed ;  and  Governor  Strong  then  rethsecl  to  com- 
plr  with  the  requisition  which  had  been  made. 
What  was  the  extent  of  that  refiisal  f  The  most 
obvious  answer  ia,  that  it  was  co-extensive  with 
the  reqoeat,  which  waa  oonfined,  in  ezpress 
terms,  to  a  part  of  the  detachment  authorized 
by  the  law  of  1812,  and  for  six  months  only. 
But  gentlemen  may,  perhaps,  contend  that,  a 
port  haviog  been  called  for  and  withheld,  the 
refusal,  if  nnretrocted,  is  to  be  considered  as 
operating  so  long  as  the  detachment  and  th^ 
law  of  1813  existed.  This  is  its  utmost  latitude. 
It  surely  could  have  no  effect  when  the  subject 
matter,  npon  which  it  was  to  act,  was  gone. 
When  the  law  ceases  to  exist,  disobedience  of 
it  is  necessarily  at  on  end.  Now,  sir,  the  law 
of  1813  expired,  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1814,  and  all  tlie  expenses  for 
which  remuneration  is  asked,  excepting  a  small 
fraction,  an  hundredth  part,  perhaps,  accrued 
a£ter  that  period.  If,  then,  the  requisition  made 
nnder  tbe  act  of  1812  had  been  tnlly  complied 
with — nay,  ur,  if  the  whole  detachment  created 
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Ity  that  law  had  Ven  in  actual  service  daring 
the  whole  term  of  ita  exiEtenoe — it  would  Dot 
have  precluded  the  neceswty  of  the  services  ren- 
dered in  the  Sammer  and  Autumn  of  1814,  when 
the  enemy  was  waging  war  with  his  ntmost  vigor 
npon  our  seaccast.  The  provision  for  defence, 
hy  the  law  of  1812,wascontamp1at«dt«  extend 
only  to  April,  1614,  when  the  law  and  delMh- 
ment  expired  together.  80  for,  then,  there  was 
no  oonneotion  whatever  between  those  errono- 
ons  opinions,  or  refosaL  and  the  militia  servioea 
Enbeeqaently  performed. 

In  April,  iei4,  oommenoed  a  new  era.  The 
only  act  of  Congress  bearing  npon  this  snbject, 
then  remaining  in  force,  was  the  law  of  28Lh 
rebmary,  1765.  Bj  the  first  section  of  that  act, 
it  is  provided,  tliat,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  immi- 
nent danger  of  invasion,  "it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  oall  forth 
■Doh  number  of  the  militia  of  the  SUt«  or  States 
moat  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or  scene 
of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel 
■nch  invasion,  and  to  issue  bis  orders  for  that 
purpose  to  snoh  offioer  or  officers  of  the  militia 
W  he  shall  thiok  proper."  I  cannot  agree  in 
the  opinion,  respecting  this  law,  which  has  just 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Ur.  DwioBT,)  bat  will  endeavor  to 
present  my  own  views  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  the  President  has  no  power  to  call  forth 
tbe  niilitio,  ia  any  event  whatever.  He  ia  to  be 
tlie  Oomraander-in-Chief  of  die  militia,  when  in 
actnal  service.  Bat  to  Congress,  and  Congress 
alone,  belongs  the  power  to  provide  for  calling 
them  forth.  The  law  then  might  as  well  have 
vested  this  anthority  in  any  other  tribanol  or 
Individual  as  in  tie  President  Suppose  that 
it  had  declared  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe 
United  Statee  should  jui^a  of  the  eiisteoce  and 
extent  of  the  oonstitntional  exigencies  npon 
which  the  militia  are  to  be  required,  and,  npon 
suoh  judginent,  should  issue  their  mandate  to  a 
militia  officer;  would  it  be  contended  that 
that  court  could  have  ooostitated  Bit  inferior 
tribunal  to  fbrm  that  Judgment  in  their  stead, 
and  to  isaae  that  mandate!  Under  this  law, 
the  President  was  only  an  agent,  with  defined 
and  delegated  powera.  And  if  tbe  principle, 
that  delegated  power  cannot  be  again  delegated, 
is  ever  to  bo  applied,  it  must  be  to  a  case  like 
this,  where  it  was  to  be  exerted  upon  future 
contingencies,  and  a  judgment  to  be  formed  bv 
the  agent  upon  knowlec^  to  be  acquired.  It 
involved  tbe  exercise  of  a  moat  important  and 
delicate  discretion.  It  was  strictly  fidudary. 
Tbe  President,  then,  could  not  impart  this 
power  to  othen.  He  oould  not  parcel  out  tlie 
eierdse  of  his  discretion,  and  the  forming  of 
hie  Judgment,  among  a  number  of  inferior 
officers,  and  aothorize  each  to  judge  and  to 
oall  forth  the  militia  at  pleasure.  If  he  could, 
then  the  persons  so  anthoriied  might  delegate 
this  power  to  their  inferiors,  and  these  again 
to  otiiera,  and  so  on,  without  limitation,  imtil 
tlie  vbote  Dulitk  of  the  United  Btatee  miglit 
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be  at  the  c<jmmaDd  of  the  meanest  anbaltem  in 

the  Army. 

Will  it  be  s^d  that  I  am  encroaching  npon 
the  powera  of  the  General  Govenunent  over 
the  militia?  I  am  not.  1  bold  that  the  power 
of  Oongrees  to  provide  for  calling  forui  th» 
militia  is  a  complete  power;  they  may  exercise 
it  at  pleasure.  Sut  no  officer  can  call  for  the 
militia  in  any  other  manner  than  that  whScA 
has  heai  provided  by  law ;  and,  if  be  attempt 
to  do  so,  he  mcrooohee  upon  the  powera  of 
Congreaa,  and  his  call  is  utterly  nngatorr.  Will 
it  l>e  said  that  General  Dearborn  was  only  the 
medium,  a  mere  conduit,  through  whit^  the 
President  actod,  and  tliat  the  requisition  waa 
the  order  of  the  President,  issued  npon  his  own 
Judgment,  and  not  dependent  upon  any  discre- 
tion in  Genial  Dearborn  t  Sir,  all  tLe  doea- 
ments  before  us,  and  the  whole  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  United  Btatee  officers  in  Uaa- 
eochusetta,  show  that  it  waa  otherwise.  The 
nature  of  the  authority  intended  to  be  conferred 
upon  thM  offioer,  is  dearly  shown  by  the  letter 
from  the  BecretMy  of  War  to  the  Governor  of 
MasaachuBett^  dated  ISth  of  June,  1813.  It  ia 
in  these  words: 

"  Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Preddent  to  reqfoeat 
TOOT  Eicellenoj  to  order  into  the  aervloe  of  the 
United  States,  oh  thi  nqwiticn  iff  Migor-Cfttural 
Dtarbom,  nuApert  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of 
Massachusetts,  detached  coDtormabty  to  the  act  of 
lOth  April,  1S)2,  at  Ae  maj/  dttm  ntetfory  for  the 
defence  of  the  Beacoait," 

This  ia  no  present  order  for  the  militia,  bnt 
wholly  prospective,  and  makes  the  calling  for 
tbem  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  officer,  and  not  npon  the  judgment  of  the 
President.  It  waa  written  before  the  war 
existed,  while  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  It  does  not,  indeed,  directiy  appc^, 
that  the  PreMdent  attempted  to  confer  autliority 
OD  General  Dearborn,  imder  the  law  of  1790; 
although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  gathered  from  tiie 
tenor  of  the  documents,  tliat  it  was  contem- 
plated that  he  should  exercise  the  same  general 
discretionaiy  power  under  this  law  as  nnder 
that  of  1B12.  Bat,  as  snch  a  power  oould  not 
be  delegated.  General  Dearborn  could  poaeees  no 
authority  to  caU  forth  the  militia. 

Another  difficulty  haa  presented  itself.  The 
gentleman  ttoia  Tennessee  has  told  us  that  no 
officer  of  the  militia  is  to  be  commanded  bv 
an  inferior  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  So  says  Hr.  Uonroe,  in  his  letter 
to  a  committee  of  tbe  Senate;  ao  aay  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  every  other 
authority  upon  the  subject  I  should  like,  then, 
to  be  informed  how  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia  of  a  State  is  bound  to  obey  the 
ordtn  vr  eommand*  of  a  UMor-Gencral  uf  i!ie 
Army  of  the  United  States,  issaed  at  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  such  officert  I  put  it  to  the 
gentiemau  to  answer  me.  Will  he  aay  that 
such  eommander-in-chief^  with  aoventy  th»u< 
sand  bayonets  at  his  command,  and  thirteen 
nut^-gmeralB  nnder  him,  ia  not  superior  in 
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grade  to  &  General  in  the  Arm  j  t  No  one  will 
pretend  it.  Will  he  wj  that  the  requisition 
npoQ  the  GloTBrDor  was  to  be  an  order  to  him 
ua  mUitu  officer  I  ThenitTasamerenitllitj. 
The  only  mode  provided  hy  Oongt^e  was  by 
an  order  to  an  officer  of  the  muitia.  And  a 
request  for  troops,  bo  far  as  relates  to  Ita  legal 
Efficacy,  mi^t  as  well  be  addressed  to  the  priest 
of  a  pariah,  or  a  proctor  in  a  college,  as  to  the 
GoTemor  of  a  State,  if  it  be  not  an  order  to 
him  as  a  mili^  officer. 

Sir,  the  President  never  iasned  his  order  for 
the  militia  of  Uassachnsette,  nniler  the  act  of 
I7BB ;  and  no  constitutional  proTiuon  was 
made  for  her  defence  by  the  General  Govem- 
DKDt,  an«r  April,  1B14.  Bhe  was  compelled  to 
defwd  herself.  After  the  peace  tn  Europe,  the 
enemy  was  enabled  to  bring  an  immense  force 
upon  her  extended  coast,  and  she  was  left  to 
eibanst  her  own  resonrces  in  repelliOK  the 
enemy,  and  protecting  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  from  Invamon.  These  ezpendi- 
tores  are  wholly  disconnected  from  all  oensm-- 
aUe  acts  and  erroneona  opinions,  and  we  are 
KAemntybonnd  to  make  renomeration  for  them, 
as  we  have  done  for  aQ  dmilar  serricea  in  other 
States. 

Ihe  gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee  has  spoken  at 
krge  of  tiie  oondnct  <^  Massachusetts  dnring 
the  war ;  bat,  after  all  his  laborions  researches, 
he  has  foand  hot  one  instance  in  which,  even 
hy  his  own  oonstractioD,  there  was  any  want 
itfpToniptttDdein  repelling  the  enemy ;  and  that 
was  tliia  case  of  the  litQe  tow^  of  Brewster.  He 
tp>ke  somewhat  sneeringly  of  the  oontribntion 
levied  apon  that  place ;  and  told  us,  rather 
i^ificantly,  that  if  he  had  been  there,  he 
would  bAve  met  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  Tee,  sir,  if  he  had  lived  in  a  little 
village  of  tltirty  or  forty  honses,  npon  a  sandy 
txpe,  where  three  British  74b  could,  withio 
point  blank  shot,  have  poared  in  their  whole 
bdteries^  and  demolish  it  at  once,  he  would 
have  stood  upon  the  naked  beach  and  met  those 
lit  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet!  It  wonid 
hare  been  a  most  gallant  action  1  The  gentle- 
mu  spoke  of  that  which  he  did  not  nnderstaud. 
H^  be  known  the  hardy  Cape  Cod  meo  as  well 
Ml  do,  be  wonld  have  known  that  there  ianot 
DpMi  this  eftTtb  a  set  of  men  that  meet  an  enemy 
more  fearlessly  than  they  do.  Sach  were  the ' 
men  who  achieved  your  victories  upon  the  Lakes, 
and  npon  the  Ocean,  and  soflered  in  the  prisons 
(tf  DartmOM';  and  I  envy  not  the  man  vrno  can 
^eak  of  tbeir  misfortnnes  with  a  sneer. 

I  am  not  an  apologist  for  the  conduct  of 
Msam^Tisetts  during  the  war.  Tbere  was 
much  of  it  wUch  I  never  did,  and  never  can 
qiprove.    Bat  I  wonld  not  be  indisorimiDate  in 


I  would  not  be  drawn  aside  from  Uie  sabject 
at  the  militia,  which  b  now  more  immediately 
tiefM«  xu,  and  of  which,  for  the  present,  I  am 
ccmteat  to  speak.  I  have  befbre  remarked,  that 
GeoenJ  Dearborn  had  no  power  to  make  any 
■BtlxvitatiTa  reqnintiona  for  the  militia  after 
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the  year  ISia.  Bnt  that  brave  and  hithfnl 
officer  was  anxious  that  the  territory  and 
property  within  his  district  should  be  defended, 
and,  for  that  purpose,  be,  at  different  times, 
requested  that  troops  should  be  called  forth ; 
and,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  by 
tho  gentleman  from  Tenneeeee,  every  reqneet 
made  upon  the  Governor  of  Massachnsetts  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  was 
snbetantially  complied  with  after  1S12.  I  do 
not  mean  that  they  were  answered  in  form, 
and  the  troops  always  placed  under  the  officers 
of  the  UnitAd  Btates,  bnt,  that  the  measures 
dedred  were  actually  adopted.  There  was  con- 
cert and  arrangement  between  the  officers  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments  in  their  exer- 
tions to  defend  the  soil 

The  first  requisition  made  by  General  Dear- 
bom,  after  1619,  was  on  the  6Ui  of  July,  1S14, 
and  was  for  eleven  hundred  men  to  1>b  called 
into  service,  with  suitable  officers.  On  the 
twelfth  of  the  some  July,  the  Governor  of 
Massachasetts  ordered  his  A^utant-General  to 
comply  with  that  reeaest,  which  was  done,  and 
the  troops  placed  under  the  command  of  an  ofB- 
oer  of  the  United  States. 

The  next  request  was  on  the  IStli  of  August 
of  the  same  year,  when  he  desired  that  small 
detachments  shonld  be  tnmed  out,  as  occasion 
shontd  require,  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
This  measure  was  adopted. 

On  the  Sth  of  September,  1611,  General 
Dearborn  requested  abont  four  thoosand  seven 
hnndred  men  to  be  called  ont,  and  on  the  Sth 
of  tbe  same  September,  he  suggested  the 
propriety  of  having  bU  the  militia  within  twen- 
ty or  thirty  miles  of  the  seacoast  on  the  alert, 
and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 
On  the  same  Sth  of  September,  the  Governor 
called  into  service  more  tiian  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  troops,  and  ordered  the  whole  militia 
of  the  State  to  be  in  constant  readiness  tot  an 
instant  march. 

On  the  17th  of  the  same  September,  General 
Dearborn  made  a  requisition  for  twelve  hnndred 
men,  which  was  compiled  with,  and  the  troops 
placed  nnder  hia  command,  in  the  forts  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  30th  September,  1811,  porsnant  to  pre- 
vious arrangement,  eleven  hnndred  men  were 
ordered  by  the  Execotive  of  Massaqhusetts,  to 
be  placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  but  difficnlties  arising  from  the 
militia,  and  not  from  the  Gov  eroment,  prevented 
this  arrangement  beini;  carried  into  effect 

On  the  82d  of  the  same  September,  three 
hundred  men  were  placed  nnder  the  command  of 
Col.  Walbach,  of  Uie  United  States  Army,  for 
the  defence  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire. 

As  early  as  Aogost,  1812,  at  the  request  of 
General  Dearborn,  three  companies  were  placed 
nnder  tbe  command  of  General  Boyd,  a  United 
States  officer,  at  Eastport. 

In  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  IBll  Commo- 
dore Bunbridge,  then  commander  of  tbe  United 
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States  Ksvy  Yard  at  OharleetowD,  jnade  several 
requcataforpreparatioosaDd  aid  from  theniilitU, 
for  tite  defrnoe  of  the  frigate  CoiiBlitution,  and 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  for  the  erection  of  forta, 
all  wliieh  were  with  anch  alacrity  combed 
with  SB  to  cause  eipresgions  of  gratifioation,  oot 
only  from  the  Commodore^  but  trom  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Ifavy  himself. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1814,  the  Goreraor  of 
Massachusetts  gave  orders  to  Uifjor-Gteneral 
.  King,  that,  whenever  application  abould  be 
made  by  an  authorized  officer  of  the  TJuited 
States,  commanding  auy  of  the  forta  of  the 
United  States,  for  aid  to  defend  tbem  against  the 
approach  of  an  enemy,  he  shonld.  comply  with 
the  reque^  and  foroish  the  number  of  men 
deurcd. 

I  have  thns  far  oonflned  myself  to  the  trans- 
actions of  the  war,  and  the  circumstances  at- 
teudant  upon  the  services  for  which  compensa- 
tion is  claimed.  Since  that  time,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  have  unequivocally 
renounced  those  erroneous  doctrines  which  are 
now  urged  as  so  formidable  an  olyectioa  to 
this  bill.    Here  I  wish  not  to  be  miBunderstood. 


its  way  by  ita  own  original  strength.  But  tht 
diaavowol  removes  an  obstruction  presented  to 
the  progress  of  the  claim.  It  is  oyected,  that 
yoQ  will  jeopardize  the  sonnd  construction  of 
the  constitution.  But  tliose  erroneous  ezposi- 
tiona  having  been  ezpressly  renounced  by  the 
State  which  advanced  them,  if  jou  allow  the 
claim  after  and  upon  snch  rennnciation,  you 
thereby  sanction  tne  disavowal,  and  repudiate 
those  doctrinea.  The  objection  is  thns  effect- 
u^ly  obviated. 

The  principles  of  this  bill  are  most  safe  for 
the  National  Treasury :  for,  however  great  may 
have  been  the  expenditures  of  Massachnsetta, 
no  more  can  be  paid  to  her  thou  it  must  have 
cost  the  United  States  to  have  provided  for  her 
defence.  On  the  other  hand,  if  her  measures 
were  more  economical  than  those  of  the  United 
6tat«s,  yon  derive  the  whole  benefit  of  that 
economy ;  and,  in  point  of  tict,  if  the  forty-one 
companies,  colled  for  by  General  Bearbom,  had 
been  in  service  during  the  two  years  that  the 
law  of  1B12  condnned  in  force,  it  wonld  have 
cost  the  United  States  hundreds  of  tliousands 
of  dollars,_aiid  probably  more  than  the  whole 
existing  clUm,  The  citizens  of  Massachusetts 
and  Mdnemay  have  suffered  by  that  refiual,  their 
defence  not  being  adequately  provided  for ;  but 
it  will  be  an  immense  benefit  to  the  National 
Treasury,  even  when  the  whole  demand  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  interest,  shall  be  allowed. 

I  am  constrained,  sir,  to  acknowledge  that  I 
came  to  this  inquiry  with  prepossessions  against 
the  chumj  but  careful  investigation  has  con- 
vinced me  of  its  justice;  and  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  every  gentleman  who  will  give  to  the  sub- 
ject a  thorough  examination,  will  come  to  the 
same  result.  This  conviction  is  strengthened 
by  the  Ikct,  that  orery  ooinmittee  to  whom  it 


has  been  referred,  and  there  has'e  been  not  leM 
than  three,  have  reported  infavorof  the  cl^m; 
and  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  who, 
of  all  men  in  the  National  Government,  had  the 
beet  means  of  understanding  it,  and  cert^nly  had 
no  reason  to  be  unduly  biassed  in  its  &Tor,  ao- 
Icnowledged  its  justice,  and,  byrenfatedmesaagea 
to  Congress,  strongly  recommended  its  payment. 
I  hope,  then,  that  it  will  not  be  thought  indeco- 
rous in  me  to  request  gentlemen  to  come  to  tli« 
consideration  of  this  subject  nnbiaseed,  and  to 
discard  whatever  of  pr^ndice  theeicilement  of 
past  times  may  have  produced :  for,  prejudice 
ulently  and  secretiy  winds  its  subtile  and  ten- 
nouB  web  aroimd  the  mind,  until  the  rays  of 
truth  are  utterly  eiclnded. 
All  the  errors  of  Massachnsetts  have  been 

Eartrayed  in  sombre  colors,  while  her  merits 
ave  been  passed  by  in  silence.  Even  her 
early  sufferings,  without  which  some  of  those 
whoare  now  ready  toreproach  her,  would  never 
have  breathed  the  air  or  lisped  the  accents  of 
freedom,  seems  to  be  almost  foi^ttcn.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  delineate  her  character ;  it 
belongs  to  other  hands.  But  since  all  who 
were  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  lata 
war,  have  been  visited  by  indiscriminate  de- 
nunciations, I  tmst  I  may  be  indulged  in  saying 
a  few  words  for  that  part  which  now  consti' 
tutee  my  own  State. 

Maine,  sis,  under  all  her  sufferings,  has  been, 
at  idl  times,  the  Brm  and  uudeviating  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  our  country.  Althonch  a  great 
portion  of  her  citizens  were  dependent  upon 
commerce  for  their  very  subsistence,  yet,  daring 
embargo,  restrictions,  and  war,  she  beheld  her 
commerce  annihilated,  her  wharves  and  her 
shores  desolate ;  her  ships,  her  produce,  and 
her  storehouses  rotting  together,  her  merchants 
ruined,  her  mechanics  and  sailors  reduced  Irom 
competence  to  beggary,  and  misery  and  want 
spread  through  her  land — and  all  wtthoDt  ft 
murmurl  She  never  faltered  for  a  moment; 
but  remained  the  fearless  and  unwaveringfi^end 
of  the  National  Government. 

During  the  war,  bordering  for  more  than 
three  hundred  miles  upon  the  territories  of  the 
enemy,  and  with  nearly  the  same  ext«nt  of 
maritime  frontier,  indented  with  innomerable 
bays  and  inlets,  studded  with  towns  and  vil- 
lages, with  millions  of  shipping  in  her  harbors, 
when  the  enemy  after  the  pacification  in  Eu- 
rope, was  enabled  to  bring  his  immense  forces 
upon  her  shores,  and  was  waging  a  barbarona 
warfare,  ravaging  and  making  incDTsious  into 
her  territory,  when  dismay  went  before  him, 
and  desolation  followed  in  his  train,  she  was 
compelled  to  meet  and  stay  the  enemy  altfne 
and  unassisted.  Yon  sent  not  a  soldier  to  tier 
relief :  nay,  her  own  hardy  sons,  who  had  vol- 
unteered into  yonr  service,  were  not  permitted 
to  remain  to  defend  their  own  homes  and  their 
families,  but  marched  away  to  the  frontiers  of 
New  York,  to  fight  the  battles  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara.  Yes,  air,  the  batties  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara  1    Who  compoeed  the  ninth  regfaaent, 
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which  had  jnstbeM  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
fr(MU  Vii°°B"Tiii°°*t°,  (Mt.  Dwiost,)  »nd  which 
there  fought  enccessfuUy  against  twice  their 
numbers  of  British  veteraos,  whilst  oae-half  of 
their  own  numb«r  had  faltea  on  the  fieid  I  That 
re^ment  was  uneqaalled  except  by  the  twenty- 
first.  Yea,  the  twenty-first  I  in  which  fought 
those,  whom  Ripley  first  led  from  the  stubborn 
foil  of  Vaine ;  whioh,  when  the  fate  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Niagara  stood  anspendod,  or  rather,  when 
it  was  ahnost  decided  agidnst  yon,  tnmed  the 
tide  of  war,  by  a  movement  eo  desperate,  that 
the  commanding  general  baA  not  e*en  thonghtof 
proposing  it  to  any.  But  Bipley  knew  Mb  men, 
and  by  Iuh  order,  under  the  gallant  HiUer,  they 
ascended  on  eminenoe  cmmnaiided  by  all  tho 
•nemy'a  artiUeiT',  and  in  the  fall  blaie  of  their 
cannon,  oontlnned  to  advance,  until  they  oat 
down  the  artJUeiists  at  their  piec«s,  and  drove 
the  in&ntry  from  the  poeition.  The  Britiah 
Kimmander,  stong  to  madnesB  by  this  miex- 
pected  defeat,  brought,  in  three  soccessive 
eharg«a,  fresh  and  redoubled  foroes,  to  retake 
the  groond.  The  conflict  was  nian  to  man,  and 
bayonet  to  bayonet — the  oombatonta  were  oom- 
mingled— tho  enemy  was  beaten.  It  was  a 
contest  which,  for  obstinate  and  desperate 
Tilor,  was  onequalled,  upon  land,  during  the 
whole  war;  and  the  twenty-flrst  regiment 
■tands  nnrivalted.  And  what  return  has  Maine 
received  T  K^leot  then,  and  contumely  now. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  almost  all  the  oCQcers 
and  soldiers  from  Uaine  and  Uassaohusetts 
wei«  ooldly  turned  oat  of  yoor  service.  Those 
who  had  been  "  first  in  the  fight "  found  no 
room  "at  the  feast."  While  douda  lowered 
iroond  US,  and  the  tempest  raged,  yon  called 


calm,  and  safe,  their  stem  and  warlike 
CDuId  be  dispensed  with.  Others  found  more 
ftvor  in  yoor  eyes ;  perhaps  of  more  snpple 
farm  and  gayer  plumage.  I  could  proceed 
farther  in  Uiis  course  of  remark,  but  I  am  on- 
willing  to  do  so.  It  is  grating  to  my  feelings 
to  be  compelled  to  speak  of  my  own  State ;  and 
I  thoold  not  have  done  so,  had  not  indiscrimi- 
Ule  censure  been  poured  forth  upon  a  people 
whose  fidelity  and  jtatriotism  have  been  always 
eonspicoona,  in  spite  of  privation,  and  danger, 
and  neglect,  and  injury.  Maine  has  done  ner 
duty  to  the  utmost ;  but  she  has  not,  like  soma 
others,  trumpeted  her  merits.  She  seeks  no 
lewords.  S)ie  asks  no  favors.  She  demands 
only  equal  and  impartial  Jostice.  And  I  am 
Goi^doit  that  Justice  will  not  be  withheld.  Its 
exercise  is  ei^joined  upon  you  by  every  consid- 
eratioB  of  moral  right  and  political  eipediency. 
Whilst  desfwts  are  laboring  and  combining  to 
prop  up  their  iron  thrones,  it  is  onr  high  duty 
to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  onr  own  institu- 
tions, as  the  beet  service  we  can  render  to  our- 
Mlve«  and  to  mankind.  To  this  end,  we  must 
(HI  all  occasions  seek  to  cement  our  Doion,  to 
bind  together  all  the  parts  in  the  bonds  of  ma- 
tnal  interest,  mutual  confidence,  and  mutual  af- 
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feotioo.  One  deliberate  act  of  palpable  wjos- 
tice  to  a  States  may  chill  the  warm  current  of 
patriotism,  and  engender  distrust  and  resent- 
ment. To  adopt  the  principles  which  have  . 
been  advanced  in  this  debate;  to  punish,  stig- 
matize, and  degrade  a  State,  for  errors  of  opio- 
'  1,  must  be  felt  not  only  as  an  injury,  but  as 
insolt.  The  wounded  spirit  will  rankle  from 
generation  to  generation.  If  you  compel  the 
fathers  to  eat  soar  gr^es,  the  children's  teeth 
will  be  set  on  edge.  Beject,  then,  this  novel, 
this  alanoing  doctrine.    Plant  not  a  root  o 


land. 


MomtxT,  April  10. 
Btli^  to  Fiorida  JhdMM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cookk,  the  orden  of  tbo 
dav  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
Mil  for  the  relief  of  uie  Florida  Indians,  and  the 
louee  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
LiwsjtxoB,  of  Pa.,  in  the  chair,  on  that  bill 

Mr.  GooEB  ^Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Indian  Affura)  said,  that  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  tPie  Butgect  of  the  Panama  Mission, 
(which,  he  presumed,  would  be  taken  up  pres- 
ently,) he  would  ask  that  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Florida  Indians  might  be  considered — it 
would  oooupy  but  a  short  time,  and  the  neow- 
sity  for  passing  it  was  presung.  A  part  of  these 
Indians  being  io  a  state  of  actnal  starvation, 
and  committioK,  &om  the  pressure  of  want,  dep- 
redations on  the  white  popnlatjon  in  all  direo- 
tiona  around  them ;  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done 
for  their  relief,  humanity  dictated  that  it  should 
be  done  with  as  little  delay  sa  poauhle. 

Mr.  WaioHT  said  be  understood  the  object  of 
the  bill,  as  avowed  by  the  committee  that  re- 
ported it,  to  be,  to  afibrd  immediate  relief  to 
the  Seminole  Indiuis  now  on  the  Peninsula  of 
Florida,  who  are  represented  as  in  a  starving 
condition.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  had  ever 
been  the  poUcy  of  this  Government  to  support 
those  tribes  of  Indians  who,  by  indolence  or 
carelessness,  were  reduced  to  distress ;  hut  this 
is  B  different  case;  these  Indians  have  been  re- 
moved, under  treaty  stipulations,  from  the  good 
lands  io  Florida  to  the  Wren  lands  of  the  pen- 
insnla,  and  left  there  to  famish.  By  the  treaty, 
if  tlie  lands  on  the  peninsula  shall  prove  to  be 
bad  and  inanffioient  to  sustain  these  people,  we 
are  to  set  apart  other  lands  in  Florida,  sufficient 
for  that  purpose.  He  add  we  are  bonnd,  by 
every  principle  of  humanity  and  Juiticej  to  fur- 
nish supplies  to  them,  until  we  ascertam  what 
land  is  to  be  set  apart  to  them  according  to  our 
contract.  He  was  willing  to  appropriate  money 
sufficient  for  that  purpose :  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  farther.  The  bill  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  punKMe,  andalso  t^  pay  the 
expffnte  qf  removing  the  Indiana  ucif  qf  tht 
Miinttippi.  Eo  knew  of  no  treaty  stipulatious 
to  remove  these  Indians  west  of  tofi  Mississippi, 
nor  of  their  consenting  to  suob  remorsl,  nor 
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oonld  he  peroeive  the  necesurj  oonnection  be- 
tween BDch  remOTkl  Had  tbeir  present  sabaiitt- 
eDce.  TJie  committee  had  not  explained  the 
oonneoticn.  The  qnestion  of  colonizing  the  In- 
dians i  n  the  Western  coantry,  he  swd,  was  one 
of  great  iroporUDce,  and  was  before  the  Honse 
Id  a  distinct  shape.  He  wished  to  act  on  that 
snbject  directly,  it  would  excite  discussion,  and 
be  wannlj  oppoeed :  for  himself  he  avowed  hts 
opposition  to  the  whole  scheme.  He  was  nn- 
willLQg  to  legislate  indirectl;  upon  so  important 
a  qaeetion,  to  commit  the  Eons«,  bnt  he  uionght 
ibej  should  be  kept  separate — the;  were  im- 
properly blended  together.  He  hoped  tlie  amend- 
ment proposed  by  bis  colleague  wonld  prevail. 

Hr.  Ha  THEN  wished  the  smn  in  the  bill  to  be 
reduced  from  fiftj  thonsand  dollars  to  twentr- 
fi*e  thousand  dollars;  when,  on  modon  of  Mr. 
HoLuN,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 
— «j«B  86. 

Mimion  to  Panama. 

The  House  hftTing  agMn  resnmed  the  ood- 
rideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  lielations,  approTing  the  Miseion  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qnaliScation  to  the  general  eipressioa  of  appro- 
bation thereof  Hi.  Hamiltoit  sddreesed  the 
otnnmittee  as  follows : 

I  undertake  to  affirm,  and  to  prove  as  well  as 
affirm,  that,  if  there  has  been  an  j  nnreasonable 
delaj  in  the  decidou  of  this  measure  before  the 
Senate,  it  is  chargeable  to  the  oonrse  pursued  bf 
the  ExeoDtive  himself;  and,  If  there  has  been 
an;  party  excitement,  it  has  been  1x>th  first  felt 
and  provoked  by  tbe  Administratioa  and  its 
friends.  These  positions  will  be  best  sustained 
by  a  brief  narattTe,  ab  ota,  of  the  drcumatances 
incident  to  this  measure,  trma  the  moment  the 
invitation  was  tendered  to  this  Oovernmeot  to 
send  Ulnisters  or  Representativea  to  Panama, 
(call  them  what  yon  will,)  down  to  the  period 
when  tbe  President  tlionght  fit  to  transmit  his 
memorable  Meeeuge  to  this  Hoase,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  carry  tbe  purposes  of  the  mis- 
sion into  effect. 

I  shall,  io  this  narrative,  appeal  to  no  other 
Bonrce  than  to  the  facta  diaoloeed  by  the  docn- 
meuts  pDblished  by  the  authority  of  the  Benate, 
which  nave  been  laid  on  onr  tables,  and,  there- 
fbre,  are  now  a  part  of  the  nt  geitv  of  this 
whole  subject 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  although  verbal 
oonferences  were  held  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  Ministe™  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  at 
the  Department  of  State,  during  the  last  Spring, 
it  was  on  the  ad  of  November  that  Mr.  Salaiar 
and  Ur,  Obr^on,  the  Plenipotentiaries  from 
theea  powers,  gave  a  written  invitation  to  our 
Government  to  unite  in  the  deliberations  at  the 
Isthmus.  It  was  on  the  SOih  of  November, 
nearly  one  month  after,  before  this  invitation 
was  accepted^  not witlj standing  theprecioiu  and 
exigent  relation  tvhich  it  is  alleged  to  bear  to 
our  interests.*  This  was  about  six  days  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  when  the  Prendent 


[Ann,  1890. 
"that. 


iufonns  the  South  American  Miniatera  " 
ahould  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  n 
pected  to  assemble  in  s  few  days,  give  their  sd- 
vioe  and  consent  that  commissioners  would  hB 
sent,"  dec  Now  here  was  delay,  and  soma- 
thing  worse.  If  the  President  had  sncerely  dft- 
tdred  to  avail  himself  of  the  advice,  and  be  in- 
tlnenced  by  the  oonmnt  of  the  Senate,  aa  it  -vraa 
to  assemble  in  five  or  six  days,  wonld  he  have 
embarrassed  ttus  body  by  a  preliminary  acoept- 
anoe,  however  qnalifiedi  would  be  not  bsvs 
presented  the  measure,  as  his  predeoeeeor  did 
the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  Republic^  ti«o 
from  all  commitment  whatsoever!  Bat  for  the 
present,  let  this  pass. 

On  tbe  meeting  of  Ckingresa,  the  only  notioa 
which  the  ExeouBve  thought  proper  to  take  of 
this  misdon,  waa  very  nnceremonionsly  to  in- 
fonn  us,  that  the  invitation  given  to  this  Oor- 
emment  to  beoome  parties  to  the  Congren  hftd 
been  accepted,  and  that  Hinistere  "would  be 
oommiBsioned  to  take  part  in  those  deliber- 
ations." There  was  something  even  here  so  ex- 
traordinary In  the  phraseology  employed,  that 
this  part  of  the  Ueesage  was  the  fmitfhl  occa- 
sion of  much  verbal  criticism,  and  curious  spec- 
ulation, as  to  the  amount  of  oonatitottonal 
power  which  the  President  seemed  disposed  to 
assert  for  himself.  Nor  was  the  import  of  thia 
doabtful  assamption  Ailly  explained,  nntil  the 
President's  conSdential  Message  of  the  2Sth  of 
December,  to  the  Senate,  revealed  the  astound- 
ing  fact,  that  the  power  of  sending  Ministers  to 
this  OongresA,  witJiont  the  intervention  or  sono- 
tion  of  the  Senate,  was  declared  to  be  "  within 
the  oonstitntional  competency  of  the  Executive.'' 

Hr.  E*Kii.ToN  B^d  he  would  not  break  the 
oontinnity  of  his  narrative  by  stD{^ing  to  argne 
this  aneipeoted  and  untenable  dogma.  He 
would  content  himself  by  remarking,  that  the 
President,  in  the  abstract  extension  of  his  pow- 
ers, seemed  to  have  overlooked  entirely  tbe  dis- 
tinction between  Ministers  or  Plenipoteutiiiries 
under  the  oonstitution,  endowed  with  tbe  exer- 
dse  of  certain  prerogatives,  and  mere  ogente 
appointed  to  collect  information.  It  is-suffident 
for  present  purposes,  however,  to  say,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  improbable,  that,  from  the  Sth  to 
to  the  26th  December,  it  was  one  of  the  polnle 
of  pohtioal  casuisti;  and  oonstitntionol  doctrine, 
most  anxiously  mooted  in  the  cabinet,  to  decide 
whether  any  appeal  was  at  all  necessary  to  an 
assembly  likely  to  prove  so  stubborn  and  so  dis- 
loyal as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Bnt 
so  it  ia,  thnt,  for  twenty  days,  this  measure  was 
delayed  by  the  Executive  in  his  own  handa; 
and,  at  length,  on  tbe  ^6th,  his  MessHge  was 
transmitted  to  the  Senate^  aocompanied,  liter- 
ally, by  no  oMthentie  informatwn,  satisfactorily 
defining  the  character,  specifying  the  objects, 
and  unfolding  the  advantages  likely  to  ensue 
from  our  uniting  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
South  American  Congrese. 

All  the  docimients  which  aooompooied  this 
Mciesge  at  that  time,  were  the  letters  of  tbe 
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Vinistara  of  OolombU,  Koxioo,  Md  Oentral 
America,  giving  tbe  inviution,  and  the«e  not  in 
haj  degree  B&tisMng  those  pretiminaiy  ooDdi- 
tions  which  the  Presldeot  himself  had  alleged 
were  neceaurj  to  its  aooeptanoe. 

On  the  4th  of  Jannar;,  immediatelj  on  the 
tenntaation  of  the  holidaja,  the  Benat«  took  the 
Eobject  np,  with  eveiy  apparent  desire  to  give  it 
a  prompt  considention.  Acoordiiiglv,  it  wonld 
aeem  from  their  Jonrnala,  that,  on  tnat  daf,  a 
resolatiou  was  passed,  oalling  on  the  Ezecative 
for  copies  of  the  coDTentionaoonoluded  between 
Ifeiioo  and  the  different  Sonth  American  Be- 
poblics,  with  each  other.  In  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed aasembi;  at  the  Igthmiia,  and,  likewbe, 
for  such  other  information  as  might  be  in  the 
posaession  of  the  President,  tencUng  to  ahow 
the  cbkracter  and  o^eoc  of  the  Oongreae, 

To  this  call  the  Preddent  did  not  respond 
mitQ  the  9th  of  Jannary;  he  then  sent  the  oon- 
Tentions  required,  and  a  series  of  letters  from 
Ur.  Clay  to  lb-.  ICddletcin,  from  the  latter  to 
the  former,  and  a  oorreepondence  between  tlie 
Department  of  State  and  Ur.  Poinsett,  with 
Bundrj  letters  fromMr.Poinsett  to  theMeiioan, 
m  well  as  to  his  own  Government. 

The  committee  will  l>ear  in  mind,  that  the 
conventiooe  which  were  then,  for  the  first  time, 
oommnoicated,  contain  the  onlj  anthentio  ex- 
position of  the  onderstanding  of  the  real  parties, 
of  the  olfjects  of  the  contemplated  Oongresa. 
Yet  tbe  President  wished  dncerelj,  freeljr,  and 
follj',  U>  oonsnlt  with  the  Senate  I 

Bnt  this  is  not  alL  In  the  series  of  lettera 
oommnnioated.  those  to  and  from  Mr.  ITid^e- 
toD  were  oalcitlated  to  produce  an  impresnon  on 
tbe  Senate,  that  a  paciGcation  between  Bpsin 
and  her  once  American  colonies  was  a  probable 
event.  No  impresaion  was  certaini;  better  oal- 
cnlat«d  to  remove  all  objections  to  the  mismon 
than  this,  because  onr  nentralitj,  in  snch  a  oon- 
tingenof ,  coold  not,  in  an;  degree,  be  implicated 
or  involved,  b;  being  parties  to  the  Oongreas. 
Tbe  Senate  was  permitted  to  remain  onder  this 
impresnoD  until  the  80th  of  January,  when  a 
resolation  was  offered  in  that  bodj,  calling  on 
tbe  Preadeot  for  the  correspondence  between 
our  Minister  in  Sp^  (Mr.  Everett)  will)  his 
own  and  that  Government.  This  call  extracted 
tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Everett,  which  contained  the 
direct  and  poaitive  information  that  there  ex- 
isted no  pronabilit;  of  the  Sing  of  Spain's  ao- 
knovledging  the  independence  of  his  former 
American  dominiona;  and  that,  witboot  anj 
other  resources  than  tjiose  of  hope  and  religious 
faith,  he  stood  immovably  on  his  righL 

Eere,  to  nse  the  mildest  term,  was  kept  back, 
nntU  eztmled  bj  an  explicit  call,  information  of 
the  most  maUrial  character.  The  fact  itself 
was  well  fitted  to  prodaoe  not  onl;  delay,  bnt 
distmat  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

It  was  at  this  time  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
iatradoo,  both  here  and  in  their  faithful  prints 
at  a  distance,  c^wned  in  the  loudest  note  of  de- 
nnnctaticm  agamst  a  faetiov*  delay  on  the  port 
of  that  body.     It  will  be  reoolleot«d  that  the 


Senate  were  seemingly  even  threatened  with  an 
appeal  to  this  House,  b?  tlie  triumphant  pasasM 
of  a  resolution  which  I  bsd  lud  on  the  tab^ 
which  was  applied  to  a  purpose  different  indeed 
from  the  object  for  which  it  was  originally  da- 
signed.  Immediat«lv  after  thU  measure,  which 
was  sealonsly  preased  by  tbe  fHends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration,  the  Senate,  desirous,  as  we  may 
infer,  as  a  strict  matter  of  right,  shonid  th« 
President  make  his  ^\facti(nu  appeal  to  tbe 
people,  through  this  House,  that  their  own  Jn»> 
tidcation  might  aooompanj  it,  passed  tbe  follow- 
ing resolve  on  the  ISth  February : 

"Rtmlvai,  Thit  the  Praildeat  be  rwpectfbUy  re- 
qneeted  to  inform  theSenate  whether  sDcbobjeotioB 
exists  to  the  pabUoation  of  the  documents  oom- 
raonicated  by  tbe  Executive,  or  any  portion  irf 
them ;  and,  if  so,  to  snecil^  the  parts,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  woold,  for  that  reason,  be  oljjectloa- 
atde." 

To  this  reapeotfnl  application  they  reoeiv«d 
the  oanstio  rebuke  contained  in  the  Pieaident'a 
reply  of  the  ITth,  In  whioh  he  s^a — 


and  the  Senate  ought,  for  tbe  pablic  Interest, 
{R^Berred  utdmpairad,  I  deem  It  my  indiapuuaUa 


tbe  Senate  itself  the  decision  of  a 
'epartnre,  hitherto,  so  U, 
example,  from  that  u 


queation,  Involvinc  a  departure,  hitherto,  so  fkr  a*] 
am  mformed,  wltboat  example,  from  that  usagSL 
and  upon  the  moUvea  for  which,  not  being  Infansed 


of  them,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  det^a." 
Now,  mark  the  seqneL  When  the  missioit 
was  finally  passed  in  the  Senate,  by  a  slender 
majority  of  five  votes,  the  Prerident  transmitted 
with  his  Message  of  the  17th  Uarob,  to  thb 
House — to  his  faithf\it  Oommtmfr— doonraenta 
of  the  very  same  import,  the  publioatloo  of 
which  he  hod  prohibited  to  that  disloj^al  body, 
which  had  preeumed  to  question  the  wisdom  of 
his  measure.  Trota  this  fact  but  one  inference 
is  to  be  deduced :  that  this  party  roanranvre  of 
the  Execntive  was  for  the  pnrpoee  of  obtiuning 
the  drst  word  with  tbe  people,  throogh  tbe 
medium  of  an  imnosing  appeal  heralded  by  tiiU 
House,  whilst  tnosa  whom  he  bad  assailed 
shonid  be  quietly  locked  np  "voder  th»  tttab- 
lithai  utage  of  fret  and  confidential  eommim^ 
eatwn»  ietween  the  Shceoutivt  and  the  Sertate." 

Let  these  facts,  then,  determine  on  whom  the 
charge  of  unreasonable  delay  and  party  effor^ 
in  rdation  to  thia  misdon,  most  properly  be- 
loujgs. 

The  next  proposition,  which  the  Preddent  1»- 
bot«  with  a  zeal  not  indeed  diaproportioned  to  the 
diScnltv  of  his  task,  is  to  prove  that  our  unit- 
ing in  the  deliberations  of  the  Oongresa  at  Pan- 
ama, does  not  neoesaarily  import  an  alliance 
with  the  powers  there  to  be  aBsembled.  Hft 
was  fully  aware  that  the  language  held  by  the 
Seoretai7  of  State  to  Ministers,  went  the  wbcte 
length  ot  esteblishing  such  an  alliance,  (axisb- 
ing  now,  in  point  of  fact,  as  far  as  tbe  power 
and  faith  of  the  Executive  can  give  it  author- 
ity and  sanction,)  and  that,  therefore,  this  wm 
a  point  Ml  wbiob  all  the  ingraimty  of  the  ap9- 
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dal  plesdiDg  of  diplumaoy  was  required, 
sftid,  an  aUianoe  dow  exists,  in  point  of  fact. 
Yea,  sir,  I  aver  it  That  ia  to  aay ,  if  the  Ex- 
ecative  of  the  oonntrj  haa  tlie  oonstitiitioaal 
power  to  ooDclnde  anoh  a  ooQTention,  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Oo&greea  of  the  United 
etat««.  But,  thank  God,  he  has  not.  The 
ftot,  nevertheleBa,  ahowe  bow  dangeronaly  he 
has  pawned  the  good  futh  of  die  ooontr?,  to 
redeou  or  Mnotjon  which,  depend  npon  it, 
forma  the  primary  motive  vith  the  Adminia- 
tration,  that  our  aasent  ebotild  be  obtained  to 
thiB  eitraordinar;  miasion.  Now  for  the  fact 
The  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  Lis  Menage 
of  December,  182S,  is  made  the  baais  of  this 

Cad  alliance,  in  rirtue  of  which  the  Prcd- 
t,  on  hia  own  anthoritj,  baa  tbou^t  proper 
to  make  certain  declaratmy  engagementa  with 
the  Sonth  American  powen  to  gira  to  wbioh 
the  forms  of  a  solemn  lea^e  ia,  without  donbt, 
the  cliief  indnoementa  with  those  Statea,  that 
we  ahould  go  into  the  Oongreas  at  Panama, 
nda  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  (which  ttas 
been  nfoet  mHastifiably  termed  hj  the  Admin- 
iatntion  ft  pledge,  and,  by  their  Bnbseqaent 
eommentariea  on  it,  converted  ioto  one)  ia  the 
mere  avowal  of  an  opinion — neither  importing, 
towards  others,  an  obligation,  nor  even  to  onr- 
•elvea.  What  la  itt  why,  sir,  a  declaration 
that  "  we  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  the  amica- 
ble relations  BobBisting  between  the  United 
States  and  those  powers  (Enropeon)  to  declare, 
that  we  shonld  ooneider  any  attempt  to  extend 
thur  system  to  any  portion  of  this  bemiBpbere, 
at  dfti^eroas  to  our  peww,  onr  safety."  Chi 
this  affirmation  ot  an  opinion,  the  present  Ad- 
ministration have  not  only  made  it  the  baMs  of 
oar  negotJBliona  with  the  Bonth  American  Be- 
pnUica,  bnt  as  a  leading  oondderolion  by  whidi 
Talnable  trean  eqaivalents  and  oonoessions  are 
to  be  obtained.  The  oonstruotlou  they  put  on 
this  declaration  in  these  negotiations,  is,  that, 
if  any  Enropeon  power  should  attempt  a  oolo- 
nization  of  any  portion  of  the  continent  of 
America,  or  take  part  with  Spain  in  the  con- 
test between  her  and  her  former  oolorues — In 
that  event,  we  are  to  become  their  allies,  and 
bear  the  brant  of  the  contest  Need  I  appeal 
to  the  anthority  wliiah  was  given  to  Mr.  Poin- 
sett to  hold  this  language,  by  its  snbsequent  en- 
tire sanction  by  the  Admiuistratioii,  to  show, 
oonotorively,  that  this  olUanoe,  gvMd,  does  ex- 
ist, as  far  aa  the  President  has  anthority  to 
make  it  t  Need  I  refer  to  the  docnmenta  to 
demonstrate,  that,  at  a  legitimate  conseqnenoe 
of  this  declaration,  ezpreetly  quoted,  the  Presi- 
dent has  also  entered  into  a  conventional  alli- 
ance with  the  Booth  American  States,  to  pre- 
vent the  transfer  or  conquegt  of  Cnba  and  Por- 
to Rico  to  any  European  power!  Bnt,  sir, 
iriien  the  Senate,  by  the  aociunnlatioo  of  all 
tbeae  alanning  diwunetaaoes,  were  able  to  es- 
tablish the  faot^  in  their  discuMiotu,  that  the 
only  purpose  fw  which  we  were  wmted  at 

** aa,  by  the  South  American  States,  was, 

the  plea  "  of  maUiig  affitotnal  the  mem- 


orable pledge  of  the  late  Preddent,"  to  indooe 
us  to  give  the  parchment  and  wax  to  thU 
league,  offensive  and  defraisive ;  the  President 
convinced  of  this  deplorable  commitment,  and 
aware  of  this  dilemma,  in  making  his  appear^ 
once  in  onr  House  on  this  topic,  made  such  a 
qualification  of  the  whole  matter,  as  suited  the 
ezigeney  of  the  atvnment,  bnt  which,  at  the 
same  time,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sol- 
emn engagements  be  bad  aathorized  our  Min- 
ister to  make.  And,  after  (as  the  docmnenta 
disclose)  he  has  authorized  his  Minister  to  nsa 
Mr.  Monroe's  declaratjon  as  a  pledge,  amonnt- 
iug  to  the  esBtnoe  of  a  treaty  of  alliance,  ofibn- 
dve  and  defensive,  he  aays  to  us,  thst  "  should 
it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any  conven- 
tional engagement  on  this  topic,  our  viewa 
would  extend  no  further  than  to  a  mutual 
pledge  of  the  partieB  to  the  compact,  to  main- 
tain the  principle  in  t^plioation  (o  id  own  ter- 
ritory, and  to  permit  no  eohnial  lodgmtenU  or 
establishment  of  European  Jurisdiction  npon  itt 
evn  MtU;  and,  with  ren>ect  to  the  obtrusive 
interference  ttom  abroad,  if  its  future  charac- 
ter may  be  inferred  from  that  which  has  been, 
and,  perhaps,  still  is,  exercised  in  more  than 
one  of  Qie  new  States,  ajwint  cUelaratwn  ofiu 
oAonKter,  ondexpoeure  of  it  to  the  world,  may  be, 
probably,  all  that  the  occasion  would  require.'* 
From  this  laagnage,  it  now  appears,  that  we 
are  to  go  to  Panama,  for  the  ptirpose  of  mak- 
ing a  decloratiou,  that,  "m  applieation  to  onr 
own  territory,  we  will  permit  no  colonization, 
on  the  port  of  any  foreign  power."  To  what 
oontempt  will  tbia  miserable  retreat,  after  our 
bloHtering,  subject  us,  not  only  in  the  (pinion 
of  the  South  American  Republics,  bnt  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  I  to  say  nothing  of  the  hu- 
miliating aspect  wbioli  it  presents  of  our  enter- 
ing into  "a  Joint  declaration"  with  other 
States,  that  our  territory  shall  not  be  violMed, 
7ur  rigbtfl  assailed,  or  honor  invaded,  by  a  for- 
sign  power.  Thi^  sir,  is  equally  honorable, 
and  precisely  analogona,  to  a  man's  entering  into 
a  Joint  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  securities 
not  to  be  cuffed  and  kicked  with  impunity. 

The  next  topics  which  claim  the  notice  of 
the  President,  m  his  Message  to  thb  House,  are 
those  which  most  extute  an  especial  interest 
with  sucb  of  us,  Mr.  Chwrman,  as  represent  a 
certdn  portion  of  onr  common  Union  on  thia 
floor — a  section  with  which  I  am  content  and 
proud  to  sink  or  swim.  I  allude,  sir,  to  what 
he  is  pleased  to  say  in  regard  to  the  slave 
trade;  onr  relations,  present  or  prospectdve, 
with  Hayti ;  ani  our  policy  in  r^ard  to  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  On  the  first 
of  these  suly'ects  he  informs  us : 

L  concert  of  measures,  having  Teference  to  (be 
effectual  abolition  of  the  Afrioan  slave  tnda, 
and  the  conaJderatlon  of  the  light  In  irhkh  the  po- 
Htloal  eondiUon  of  the  Iiland  of  Haytl  ia  to  be  re- 
'  d,  are  also  among  the  suttjecta  menUoned  by 

Diiitter  from  the  BepabUe  of  Colemlna,  aa  be- 
lieved to  be  loItaUa  toe  ddlbtratioD  at  tha  Coa- 
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o  the  fint  point,  wtiat  I  hare 
to  uj  shall  be  iooladed  in  &  single  sentence. 
Th^  the  President  has  been  a  rerj-  mudTised, 
or  a  Twy  uninstruecad  apectstor  (^  the  events 
piffling  under  his  own  official  ageoor,  if  he 
decs  not  know  that,  oD  Uie  soMeot  at  tbe  slave 
toade,  the  position  irhiah  the  United  Statee  has 
taken,  is  tbe  result  of  fall  consideration  and 
advisement.  Pnblic  opinion,  snstuned  bj 
kgiaUtive  sanctions,  has  declared  that  we  will 
not  permit  oar  own  laws,  affecting  our  own 
dtizens,  to  be  executed  ij  an  alien  power  • 
and,  under  no  modi&cation,  will  we  cmcede 
the  right  of  search.  On  these  prinoiples,  we 
have  nuled  oar  colors  to  the  maatii  Then  why 
enter  into  a  "  concert  of  measares,"  when,  as 
br  as  we  are  ooneemed,  we  have  discharged 
all  the  obUgstioDS  which  belong  to  a  civilixed 
nation,  in  abolishing  this  traffic — in  which  we 
have  praeticallj  done  more  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  pot  together.  Th^  the  topic  is  nn- 
■nitable  "  for  deliberation,"  the  President 
might,  we  snppoee,  have  learnt,  from  the  fate 
of  the  articles  in  the  treaties  he  oonolnded  with 
Great  Britain  and  Colombia,  tiie  r^eotion  of 
wMch  only  snbjeoted  os  to  Hnspioion  and  re- 
proach. It  b  entirely  obvious,  that,  on  this 
aalyect,  we  have  no  interest  wMch  invokes  ns 
to  Panama. 

Bnt  what,  sir,  doee  he  say,  on  the  other  por- 
tentona  theme !  As  tedioaa  as  the  reading  of 
these  docomenta  miay  be,  my  anxieties  are  too 
keenly  excited  to  allow  me  to  omit  brin^^ng  to 
joar  view  the  strange  and  eqaivocal  langoage 
which  the  Eiecntive  holds  on  this  sattjeot,  after 
having  previously  declared  that  "  the  light  In 
whicli  the  political" — mart  yoo,  poUtteat— 
"  condition  of  Hayti  is  to  be  regarded,"  wilt  be 
a  snitabte  snbject  for  deliberation,  in  reference 
to  a  MHioert  of  meaanres  between  the  Spanish 
American  Bepnblioa  and  onrselvea.  Hear  what 
ka^ya: 

"  Whether  the  pohUeal  condition  of  the  island  of 
Hayti  shall  be  brooght  at  all  Into  discus^on  at  the 
■eetiag,  majr  t>e  a  question  for  preUmlnary  adviae- 
Bont.  'nere  are  in  the  pofitkal  oeuUtation  of 
Government,  of  tliat  people,  ciroumstances  which 
have  Utherto  forbidden  tlie  acknowledgment  of 
tbem,  bf  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States,  as 
aoTereigD  and  ludepeodent.  Additional  reasons  for 
withholding  that  acknowiedgotent,  have  recently 
been  seen,  ia  their  acceptance  of  a  nomin&i  sorer- 
aignty,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  Prince,  under 
eoodiiioos  eqninlent  to  the  concesdoa  by  them,  of 
exclusive  comBereial  advantages  to  one  nation, 
adapted  iltogether  to  the  state  of  colonl^  vasMlage, 
and  mtainiag  Kule  ef  independenee  but  the  name. 
Our  Pknipotentiariea  will  be  Instracted  to  present 
theaeviewilo  thaassemUyatFananM}  andiboold 
they  not  be  eotMurved  In,  to  dedtne  aecedii^  to 
■ay  arrangement  whkh  may  be  proposed  upon  dif' 
fcrent  piindplea.'' 

The  Preddent  has,  no  donbt,  thrown  the 
subject,  in  the  form  in  which  he  has  thus  pre- 
•enfed  it  to  this  House,  after  the  mysticism  in 
vhich  it  waa  veiled  to  the  Senate,  to  quiet 


the  fadings  of  the  South,  which  have  been 
SMisiUy  excited,  by  the  fact  of  this  proposi- 
tion, and  by  the  language  tbe  Oolombian  Mia- 
ister  has  employed  in  rdation  to  it.  But  I  ob- 
ject, tn  limine,  to  the  gronnds  on  which  the 
Premdeut  puta  our  eventeal  acquieeoence  in  any 
consultations  on  this  topic,  as  fbimded  in  radi- 
oal  and  permoiona  error. 

In  the  first  place,  oar  policy  may  be  oonsid> 
ered  as  fixed,  in  regard  to  our  rdations  with 


course  with  it,  may  eqjoy  these  benefits ;  but 
the  point  I  oonuder  as  settled,  is,  that  we  hava 
no  political  or  diplomatio  relatione  with  ita 
Qovenmient;  and  that,  in  no  shape  whatao- 
ever,  should  we  acknowledge  its  indepeodenoe. 
This  laat  is  a  point  of  such  eminent  policy,  in 
relation  to  the  peaoe  and  safety  ot  a  Ivge  num- 
ber of  the  States  of  this  Union,  that  it  excites 
no  small  misgivings,  to  find  that  the  President 
is  willing  to  go  into  a  foreign  Congress,  to  treat 
on  this  vital  and  alarming  question  to  our  sa- 
onrity  and  repose,  even  aa  a  matter  of  "  pre- 
liminary advisement." 

Now,  let  us  see  by  what  guards  the  Pred- 
dent  proptaea  to  protect  our  interests.  He 
says:  "whether  the  political  condition  (rf 
Hayti  shall  be  brought  at  all  into  discussion  at 
the  meeting,  may  be  a  question  for  preliminary 
advisement"  Now,  what  does  Ur.  Balazar 
say  t  "  That  this  question  will  be  determined 
at  the  isthmus."  The  President  says,  "that 
additional  reasons  for  withholding  tbe  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  independence,  have  been  re- 
oently  seen,  in  tlieir  acceptance  of  a  nominal 
sovereignty,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince." 
Whereas,  ICr.  Salazar  says :  "  The  aeatnndants 
of  this  portion  of  the  globe  (the  people  of 
Hayti)  have  succeeded  in  founding  an  inde- 
pendent republic,  whose  Govenmient  is  now 
reot^uized  by  ita  anoient  metn^lls." 

Bo  far,  the  Oolombian  Minister,  in  discloung 
the  objects  for  which  we  shonld  go  into  the 
Congress  of  Panama,  in  r^ard  to  au»  subjeot, 
is  at  points  with  our  Executive. 

The  Preudent,  however,  declares  that  our 
Plenipotentiaries  will  be  instructed  to  present 
these  views  to  the  Assembly  at  Panama ;  and 
should  they  not  bo  concurred  in,  to  decline  ao- 
ceding  to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, on  different  principles.  What  viewat 
Why,  not  a  solemn  protest  a^nst  our  oonour- 
ring  in  any  plan  of  recognition  whatHoever; 
bnt  that,  aa  Hayti  Is  not  anciently  potent  and 
formidable,  from  an  entire  and  nnequivoeal 
recognition  of  its  independence,  ou  the  part  of 
France,  this  recognition  should  Im  temporarily 
wlthhdd  by  ns.  Now,  sir,  the  very  contin- 
genoy  which  b  implied  from  the  President's 
own  words,  as  the  condition  necessary  for  our 
concurrence  in  any  arrangement  for  recogni- 
tion, is  the  one  most  alari^ug  to  the  interesta 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  If  thb  Bepnblio 
Is  not  in  a  state  of  colonial  vaas^age,  its  next 
best  condition,  for  our  safety,  laoB«M  "aw^ 
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inal  soveraigntj.  even  by  tiie  gnat  of  a  foreign 
prince."  Bat  U]«  Oolombion  Minister  iitTites 
OB  into  the  Oongreas,  enressljr  to  estaUish 
"  ft  nniform  role  of  ooadnct,"  in  r^ftrd  to 
this  ialaod. 

Tbna  it  is,  that  we,  who  have  a  setUed  and  ez- 
dasive  polioy,  in  retard  to  thisislond,  are  to  miite 
in  the  aeli)>^tlons  of  an  aBsemblj'  composed  of 
the  depnties  of  Itepnblica  whiob  tiave  coQeagned 
with  all  colore  and  complezionB,  in  the  con- 
■ammatioQ  of  their  revolDtion ;  on  a  Bnbject, 
too,  in  which  their  interest  ia  at  variance  with 
onr  own,  and  In  whiob  thej  can  hold  no  oom- 
luoD  ^mpathiea  with  onnelves.  Short-sighted, 
Indeed,  mnat  be  the  policy,  or  miscbievoiu  the 
design,  of  t^is  project :  for,  if  we  asMnt,  in 
the  Oongrees  of  Panama,  to  a  recognition, 
however  qnalified,  it  shakee  the  South  to  ita 
oentre ;  and  if  we  r^aot  the  propoeition  for  the 
establiahment  of  Uns  nniform  rule,  involving 
this  reoognition,  we  only  excit«  the  nostdlitj  of 
Eajli,  and  the  Jealous;  and  diatrnst  of  those 
w'\tk  whom  wo  are  acting. 

The  next  advantage  on  which  the  Frerident 
dwells,  as  having  fnrmalied  an  nrgent  consider- 
ation for  bis  acceptance  of  the  invitation  to 
Panama,  is  the  probability  that  oar  oonncils 
may  be  beneficialijr  ezerdsed  in  that  assembly, 
in  securing  io  peace  and  tranquillity  the  ezist^ 
ing  state  of  tbuige  in  the  islands  of  Onba  and 
Porto  Rico. 

Sir,  this  is  a  matter  ot  grave  moment,  deeply 
interesdng  to  the  people  of  this  Union — partio- 
nlarly  so  to  the  sonthern  portion  of  iL  Bnt 
what  will  the  conntry  say,  when  the  doooments 
accompanying  the  Prasident'a  Messa^  in  wbldi 
he  assures  ns  that,  at  the  Oongress  m  qnestion, 
"  all  oar  efforla  iriU  be  to  {ireserve  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  tranqnillity,  at  Onba  and 
Porto  itico,"  clearly  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  has.  by  the  contradictions 
and  entanglements  of  their  diplomacy,  relin- 
quished every  pretext  for  interference,  by  sur- 
rendering to  uie  South  American  Kepnblics 
the  whole  argnmeht,  by  which  atone  our  risht 
to  interfere  conld  be  sustuned  t  Here  I  wish 
to  rely  upon  facts,  not  upon  inferences.  The 
committee  must,  therefore,  excuse  my  troub- 
ling them  with  certain  highly  importMtt  selec- 
tions ftom  the  documents.  And,  lest  I  shoold 
do  the  President  injustice,  let  me  ^ve  you 
wliat  be  says,  in  liis  own  words : 

"  The  oonditloD  of  tiie  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rleo  t>  or  deeper  Import,  and  of  more  immediste 
bearing,  upon  the  present  intoreets  and  Aiture  proa- 
{wctB  of  our  Union.  The  correspondence  herewith 
transmitted,  will  Bhow  how  esnienly  it  tiss 
the  sttentioD  of  this  OoTcrnmnit.  The  ini 
both  those  jstands,  by  the  united  forces  of  Ueilco 
aud  Colombia,  is  svawedly  among  the  objects  to  l>e 
matured  by  Ihebelligerent  States,  at  Panama.  The 
eonvnlrioos  to  vliich,  from  the  peculiar  compodtion 
of  ttietr  population,  they  would  be  liable,  in  the 
event  of  such  an  InvasioD,  and  tbe  danger  there- 
from resDltii^,  of  their  falling,  ulUmatelj,  Into  tbe 
hands  of  some  Knropean  power  other  tban  Spain, 
wiU  not  admk  of  our  toekbig  at  ' 


.  _  which  the  Congress  at  Panama  may  lead,  with 
ladiffereDOe.  It  is  uuneoeeaary  to  enlarge  upon  this 
tojdo ;  to  say  more,  tban  tliat  all  our  efTorts,  in 
reference  to  tliis  interest,  will  be  to  preserve  tbe 
existing  state  of  things,  tbe  tranqmllity  of  the 
islands,  and  the  peace  and  security  of  their  inbabir 
■  Ota." 

The  oondufflon  would  very  naturally  follow, 
from  these  dedarations,  that  all  the  measure* 
of  the  Administration  had  been  directed  to 
prevent  these  islands  from  falling  into  tbe  pos- 
session of  Hezieo  or  Colombia,  or  both ;  that 
a  firm  protest  bad  been  made  to  their  Ifisisten 
here,  and  that  onr  Ministers  at  these  Republics 
had  been  instructed  to  deliver  an  equally  on- 
equlrocal  remonstrance  against  their  tonchins 
tiie  soil  of  these  blands ;  that  a  squadron  hsa 
been  ordered  and  detached,  to  watch  the 
movementa  of  these  powers  in  regard  to  these 
objects;  and,  whilst  our  language  had  been 
firm  and  candid,  our  measures  had  been  con- 
sistent and  provident 

But,  alasl  how  stands  the  argument!  ^ 
wliat  posture  are  we  placed  (  Why,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  under  the  authority  of  the  Pres- 
ident, as  recently  as  the  26th  of  December,'  in 
his  letter  to  1&.  Middleton,  surrenders  thia 
whole  snlject  at  discretion,  by  holding  this  ex- 
traordinary laogna^e,  and  by  making  this  ex- 
traordinary concession.    He  says : 

"  For  ooTselves,  we  deure  no  change  In  tbe  pefr 
session  of  Cuba,  as  lias  been  heretofore  stated. 
We  cannot  allow  a  transfer  of  tbe  island  to  say 
Eoropeao  power.  But,  if  Spun  should  refuse  to 
conclude  a  peace,  and  obstinately  resolTO  on  ccn- 
tinuing  ttie  war,  allhoogh  we  do  not  dedre  that 
either  Colombia  or  Uexico  should  acquire  the  Isiand 
of  Cuba,  the  Fretident  cannot  see  any  jnstiGatils 
ground  on  which  we  can  forcibly  interfere,  Cpon 
tbe  hypothesis  of  au  unnecessary  protraction  of  tbe 
wsr,  bopDtable  to  Spain,  it  is  evident  that  Cnln  will 
be  lier  only  point  d'appui,  in  thu  hemisphete. 
How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  auppowlion,  against 
the  party  clearly  having  right  on  bis  ride,  in  order 
to  restrain  or  defeat  a  lawfCl  operation  of  war ! " 

And,  by  antdcipadon,  lest  the  validity  of  thlf 
conoeanon  might  be'  drawn  in  question,  our 
Ciovemment  seems  to  have  sought  tbe  bumili- 
ating  office  of  asking  one  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Ministers  to  write  home  to  bis  Qovem- 
ment,  to  induce  it  to  suspend,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  sjuling  of  tbe  expedition  agoiust  Cuba 
or  Porto  Rico,  "  until  tbe  result  of  the  media- 
tion of  Bnska  (which  we  had  solicited)  with 
Spain,  to  procure  from  her  a  tecoKuition  of  tbe 
independence  of  her  former  colonies,  should  bt 
known."  In  proof  of  this  bet,  I  refer  to  Hr. 
Clay's  letter,  of  the  20th  December,  to  Mr. 
Salazar.  By  the  form  and  limitation  of  ^i* 
very  request,  it  would  thus  seem,  we  had  ad- 
mitted tihat,  as  soon  as  the  fact  was  ascertained 
that  the  mediation  of  Russin  was  either  refused 
or  of  no  efi'ect,  then  Mexico  and  Colombia 
might  take  Cuba,  as  "we  should  have  no  Justi- 
fiable ground  on  which  we  can  forcibly  intefr 
,  fore  against  a  party  clearly  haring  the  right  oa 
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Mi  side."    These  &ct8  form  the  beat 
taiy  OD  the  declaration  of  the  President, 
how  eamfllji  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
this  Government "  that  these  islands  should  re- 
tnun  in  liieir  eziatiag  gitnation. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  a  mockery,  for  the  Ad- 
ninistration  to  avow,  that  they  send  depntiea 
to  the  Congress  of  Panama  to  prevent  the  Re- 
pnUics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  from  invading 
the  idands  of  Cnba  and  Porto  Rico,  when  the; 
have  sarrendered,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
worid,  aU  right  to  pretext  for  snch  interfer- 
«ice  t  If  our  Bepreeentativee  should  have  the 
hardihood  to  saj  one  sjllable  on  this  snbjeot, 
might  not  the  anthori^  of  tbe  President  be 
qnoted  agunst  onrselves  !  Bat  the  meet  extra- 
ordinarj  feature  in  the  whole  trangaction  ia, 
that,  whilst  we  have  placed  onrselves  in  a  dtn- 
ation  by  which  the  President,  on  the  faith  of 
his  own  words,  is  forbid  to  interfere  Ui  pre- 
Trait  the  invasion  of  theae  islands  by  the  Mexi- 
can and  Sonth  American  Republics,  he  has 
made  a  solemn  declaration  to  Enrope,  and  en- 
tei«l  into  a  formal  stipulatioQ  with  Uexioo, 
not  to  allow  the  occupation  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bioo  "  bj  any  European  power  other  than 
Spain,  in  an;  contingencj  whatever." 

The  decimation  is  explidt.  Let  as  see  if  I 
eon  have  mistaken  its  import.  ]£r.  Claf,  in 
his  lettor  to  our  Minister  at  Paris,  (Ur.  Brown,) 
antJiorizes  him  to  declare  to  the  French  Qov- 
emment,  "  in  the  same  spirit,  and  with  the 
tame  hope  of  guarding,  beforehand,  against 
aaj  pos^ble  difflcnlties  on  that  subject,  that 
maj  arise,  jou  will  now  add,  that  tee  eovld  n«t 
eatuait  to  the  occupation  of  those  islands  b; 
ODj  other  Enropean  power  than  Spun,  under 
anjr  conting«ioy  whatever."  This  ooAtraet  to 
go  to  war,  in  this  contingency,  had  a  ftirtber 
sanction  and  binding  efficacy  given  to  it,  as  will 
appear  from  Ur.  Clay's  letter  to  Hr.  Poinsett, 
ik  the  9th  of  November,  in  which  he  observes : 
"  No  longer  than  about  three  months  ago, 
when  an  invasion  by  France,  of  the  island  of 
Coba,  was  believed  at  Uexioo,  the  United  Hex- 
Man  Government  promptly  called  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  throngh  you, 
to  fiilfil  the  memorable  pledge  of  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  States,  in  hie  Keseage  to  Con- 
oresa,  of  December,  1828.  What  they  wonid 
Lave  done,  had  the  contingency  happened,  may 
be  inferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American 
)GDiflt«r  at  Paris,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent,   which  yon   are  anthorized  to  read  to 

the  Pli -       -  -- 

States.' 

ed,  was  to  be  urged  as  an  effective  considera- 
tion, by  which  valuable  ocnnmercial  eqoivalenta 
were  to  be  obtained. 

I  will  not  atop  here  to  inquire  into  the  right, 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  of 
tbe  President  to  make  contracts  in  futuro  with 
any  power  to  go  to  war ;  because  uie  doctrine 
is  too  absnrd  and  mischievons  to  deserve  a  mo- 
ment's no  ' 
toabowtl 


to  nreserve  the  exbting  state  of  thin^  in  Cuba 
ana  Porto  Rico,  has  given  up  the  right  to  in. 
terfere  in  the  only  contingency  of  probable  and 
enormous  danger  that  is  likely  to  occur,  and 
nndertaken,  by  a  strong  guarantee,  to  go  to 
war  in  a  contingency  of  iuflnitely  leas  danger, 
to  wit :  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  these  islands 
to  "  any  European  piower  whatever." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the 
first  ooutingeuoy,  in  which  we  have  abandoned 
all  right  or  pretext  of  interference,  to  wit :  to 
prevent  the  Booth  American  powers  feata  in- 
radin^  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.    The  invasion  of 


reference  to  the  safety  of  three  or  fonr 
slaveholding  States,  on  the  borders  or  contigu- 
ous to  the  Qulf  of  Hexioo.  The  invauon  of 
Cuba,  by  the  Soutli  American  States,  would  at 
onoe  lesid  to  a  revolution,  followed  by  a  servile 
revolt  in  that  island.  If  arching  under  the  ban- 
ners of  universal  emancipation,  as  these  South 
American  Bepnblios  do,  the  flnt  means  of  sdo- 
cess  would  be  on  appeal  to  the  slaves  them- 
selves, which  in  proanoing  an  internal  concna- 
sion  in  that  island,  would  infiict  on  ottr  south- 
ern country  an  example  of  the  darkest  and 
most  perilous  aspect  j  to  say  nothing  of  the 
great  danger   to    our    commerce  and    naval 

Ewer,  of  permittdns  a  yoQthfnl  and  ambitious 
public  permanenuy  to  possess  that  Gibraltar 
of  the  Outf  of  Uexioo.  These  drcnmstanoM 
make  up  an  a^regate  of  peril  and  evil,  to 
avert  whioh  would  Justify  "  our  right  forcibly 
to  interfere,"  whilst  it  fixes  on  the  Government 
a  sacred  obligation.to  a  portion  of  our  common 
country,  to  prevent  the  shocking  and  suooaaa- 
ttal  example  of  a  revolt,  purchased  through 
blood,  havoc,  and  desolation,  in  their  most  atro- 
cious forms,  ih)m  b^ng  enacted  almost  witUa 
sight  of  our  ehorea. 

Now,  air,  whilst  I  freely  admit  that  the  po^ 
session  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  by  any  Euro* 

rn  power  other  than  Spain,  is  very  mnch  to 
deprecated,  and  ought  to  be  prevented  by 
every  effort  of  diplomacy,  yet  I  am  ftar  from 
regarding  such  a  contingency  as  involving  that 
degree  of  danger,  which,  upon  the  principle  <A 
the  M  dg/andenda  among  nations,  would  author- 
ice  our  goin^  to  war  to  avert.  I  do  not  know 
on  what  prmciple,  either  of  violent  or  over- 
whelming danger,  we  could  place  the  right  to 
interfere  \  or  rather,  on  what  principle  we 
could  deny  to  Spain  the  right  c^  transferring. 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  a  port  and  parcel 
of  her  own  domain.  Suppose,  sir,  in  payment 
for  the  vast,  incalculable  services  of  the  British 
army,  in  the  Peninsula  war,  she  were  to  cede 
Cuba  to  England,  with  what  face  could  wa 
gainsay  this  exercise  of  right  on  the  port  of 
Spain,  when,  in  payment  of  less  oUigatorj 
claims,  she  sold  Iiorida  to  naf    Sat,  suppoaa 
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■Doh  an  event  conmimmated,  does  kdj  man  be- 
lieve that  tlie  people  of  this  eonntrj,  aa  incon- 
venient KB  nuKnt  be  the  ooonpation  of  Oaba  by 
Enfflaad,  woold  aa  to  war  with  that  power  to 
make  ber  mrender  this  ceBsion  t  Do  yon  be- 
lieve that  we  ahonld  so  into  this  booUew  con- 
teat,  in  which  we  wotud  niend,  in  a  fonr  jeare* 
war,  more  than  the  /w  nmpU  of  Onba  wonld 
be  worth,  and  "more  blood  than  would  tnm 
the  wheel  of  a  common  griat  mill  for  a  twelve- 
month," to  prevent  what,  after  all,  we  slioiild 
be  as  far  from  attaining  as  when  we  began  the 
■trngglet 

No,  nr,  the  sobriety  and  good  aense  of  this 
people  would  revolt  at  the  redemption  of  hucL 
an  iDoonriderate  pledge,  made  in  a  case  invoir- 
ing  far  less  evil  to  tiie  eonntr/  than  In  the  one 
in  which  all  right  to  go  to  war  has  been  aban- 
doned. I  aay,  boldly,  far  leaa  evil;  beoanae, 
although  th«  poaoession  of  Onbo,  bj  Great 
Britun  or  France,  is  ranch  to  be  deprecated,  u 
I  have  s^d  befcre,  yet,  if  thia  island  was  trana- 
ferred  to  either  of  them,  it  wonld  be  attended 
with  no  vident  ooncnasion — there  wonld  start 
Bp  DO  Mngnimuy  and  hideous  anarchy,  wider 
the  prortilntod  name  of  a  Bepnblio,  to  annoy 
and  Veep  in  perpetnal  alann  that  portion  4^ 
thii  TTnion  most  vitally  intereated  in  this  qnee- 
tkm.  Either  Enropean  power  wonld  have  the 
naval  and  military  means  to  coerce  the  brigand 
■nd  blacks  into  peace  and  snbmiscion.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  contingency  (according  to 
the  views  of  the  Adminiatration)  where  we 
tannot  jtutiAdbly  inter/are  to  prevent  the  in- 
vasion of  tne  island  by  the  Bonth  American 
powers — revolution  or  servile  revolt  wonld  be 
the  meanH  of  rendering  that  Invanon  mcceas- 
fdl ;  and,  in  the  end,  we  should  have  either  a 
■econd  Garthtge  at  onr  door,  in  the  posaesnon 
Vl  Mexico  or  Colombia,  or  a  second  Hayti,  to 
oast  the  shadow  of  its  ominona  gloom  over  onr 

Thus  ha»  onr  sagaoions  Cabinet  negotiated — 
■o  fatally,  that,  in  the  event  of  this  portentous 
calamity,  we  are  preclnded  by  the  position  they 
have  tiiten,  of  urging,  except  byuie  most  fla- 
grant inconsisteDCy,  those  arguments  which  S 
aation  may  dedoce  fh>m  an  eminent  neoearity, 
and  nrge,  by  force  of  arms,  if  all  other  appeMB 
(honid  faiL 

The  coDclnsion  to  which  I  arrive  is,  tiiat,  as 
we  cannot  go  into  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  and 
take  that  ground  which  onr  safety  and  inter- 
Mta  require,  without  an  sbaadonment  of  the 
repeated  declarations  which  we  have  made,  we 
had  better  stay  away,  and  act  independently  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  Ooogreaa,  as  ( 
eats  may  dictate. 

The  missionary  spirit  of  the  age  has  indeed 
broken  out  in  a  new  place.  We  nave  hitherto 
been  content  with  the  easy  labors  of  torning 
tlie  Asiatic  from  hie  snpersdtioQ,  and  the  Afri- 
can from  his  false  idols ;  but  it  seems,  nndei 
the  anspiccs  of  the  President,  we  are  to  embark 
In  a  much  more  practicable  enterprise — to  roll 
b*A  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  Qie  children  of 
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thoee  who  watdiad  ite  early  and  beacon  firea, 
and  to  these  vigils  for  their  preservation  these 
descendants  yet  lay  claim-  The  President 
seems  to  have  read  to  little  purpose  the  inimi- 
table satire  on  such  dreams  as  uiis,  the  Tale  of 
Tub ;  of  which  it  is  not  the  least  of  its  praises 
1  say,  that  its  large  fbnd  of  common  sense  is 
equal  to  \\a  wit  In  a  word,  sir,  instead  of 
■oing  to  Panama  to  read  our  Catholic  friends  a 
lomUy  on  reli^on,  hod  we  not  bett^  stay  at 
home  and  practise  its  precepts ! 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  you  whether  the  President 
has  been  mindfal  of  the  advice  of  Washing- 
ton t "  Has  not  a  political  oonnectioQ,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  abused  and  misancted  declaration 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  been  made  tJie  basis  of  an  at- 
tempted or  projected  alliance — between  foreign 
nations  and  onrselves — on  the  subject  of  t£« 
oolonizatiDn  of  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  continent)  Esa  not  the  President  per- 
verted the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  advice  of 
Washington,  by  making  that  advioe  entireiW' 
applicable  to  Enrope  f  Have  not  the  Spani^ 
American  Republics  "  primary  interests,  which 
)  us  have  nono^  or  a  very  remote  relation  f  " 
And  is  nut  this  very  otmtest  they  are  carry- 
ig  on  with  the  mother  country  of  this  charao- 
.  »■  I "  Are  we  not,  in  going  into  the  Con- 
gress, hazarding  our  neutrality !  Are  we  not 
about  to  "  for^o  tbe  advantages  of  bo  pecaliar 
a  dtnatlon ! "  Are  we  not  about  "  to  stand  on 
foreign  ground  t  "  And  when  Washington  rft- 
ferred  to  Enropean  alliances,  was  it  not  to  illus- 
trate the  principles  of  our  foreign  relations, 
rather  than  to  limit  them  to  the  powers  of  £d- 

3e  t  Do  not  his  maxims,  in  r^erenoe  to  this 
icy,  stand  broadly  and  distfnotly  applicable 
to  the  whole  world  ?  Does  not  "  our  detached 
and  difltant  sitoation  "  to  a  m^ority  of  these 
Eepnblics,  leave  uB  f*«e  to  elect  onr  course  I 
Sir,  said  ilr.  H.,  (holding  up  the  address,)  from 
this  book  I  defy  contradiction.  But  mark  the 
mode  by  whidt  the  Prendent  arrives  at  his 
conclusion!  He  asserts,  "that  the  period 
which  Washington  predicted  ss  then  not  far 
off,  has  arrived,"  and  that  Ameriea  has  a  set  of 
primary  interests  of  her  own.  Qenersl  Wash- 
ington makes  no  such  prediction  in  regw^  to 
Ameriea,  in  the  sense  m  which  the  President 
uses  this  term,  comprehending,  as  be  does, 
within  It,  the  Afferent  powers  inhabiting  thia 
continent.  No,  sir,  Washington  eipresdy  re- 
fers to  onraelvea — totheee  United  States — that, 
from  onr  growth  as  one  people,  under  an  effi- 
cient Government,  we  may  de^  external  an- 
noyance, and  cause  our  neutrality  to  be  re- 
elected. He  nowhere  implies  that  when  we 
do  become  thus  strong,  we  may  go  abroad  and 
form  foreign  alliances,  and  reverse  ell  those 
maxims  of  p«dicy  which  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  address  so  strongly  to  incnlcate. 

It  is  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  tbe  President, 
perfectiy  aware  of  the  radical  unsonndnees  of 
this  mimion  to  Panama,  has,  by  the  most  vio- 
lent and  contortions  effbrts,  endeavored  to  sua- 
t^  himself  by  resorting  to  the  mthority  of 
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otben ;  and  hence  it  ia,  be  infornis  lu  that  the 
ptdicf  of  the  mienon  is  not  oolv  conformable 
"  to  the  ooansel  of  Washington,''  but  "  to  the 
Tleva  of  my  immediate  predeceaeor,  aa  declared 
In  hia  anuiial  IfeaBace  to  Congress,  in  1828." 
I  will  not  repeat  this  declaration  of  Ur.  Mon- 
roe, beoaoae  it  is  entirely  familiar  to  tlie  mind 
of  every  one  who  hears  me ;  but  it,  from  any 
part  of  it,  an  intimation  can  be  deduced,  favor- 
able to  this  apeotfio  maaBDre,  I  can  only  say, 
our  reniacolar  mnst  be  read  with  a  very  different 
meaning,  and  in  a  very  different  senae,  from 
that  in  which  we  are  in  the  bahit  of  nung  it. 
To  teat  the  Jnatneea  of  this  deduction  of  the 
Freadent,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  declara- 
^M>a  of  ib.  Monroe  was  made  at  a  time  when 
the  Holy  Alliance  was  supposed  to  be  engaged 
in  concerting  eomhioed  cnwrationB  to  aid  Spun 
in  the  reoovery  of  her  oowniea.    At  this  period 


of  probable  and  Imndneat  danger,  fto  what, 
in  ue  cant  of  the  day,  is  called  the  "  Amerf 
■yatem,")  did  Hr.  Honro«  pnq>OM  that 


^oold  nmte  in  tihe  deliberaUons  of  a  OongreH, 
or  of  onr  forming  an  alliance  to  reaiat  this 
peril?  No-  be  ooDtettted  hiinself  with  declar- 
ing, that  "  we  shoold  conuder  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  ^European  powers  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  p<»tioa  of  this  hemisphere, 
•B  dangerous  to  onr  peace  and  safety  " — which 
does  not  oontain  a  aolitary  obiisation  towards 
other  powen,  or  even  to  ourselt'ea ;  it  is  the 
mere  expression  of  a  sentiment  which  could 
have  left  ns  free  to  act,  when  the  contingency 
h^pened,  aa  would  best  comport  with  the  Ln- 
teKMtBoftheoonntiy.  Bat  mark  the  diSerence 
in  the  ooorae  pnrsned  by  Mr,  Adams.  At  a 
moment  when  it  is  oonoeaed  mi  all  hands  that 
the  Holy  Alliance  baa  abandoned  all  intention  to 
aid  ^>am  in  resubjugoting  South  America,  ha, 
neTcrtbeleea,  accepts  this  invitation  to  partici- 
pate in  the  coonaels  of  a  belligerent  Oongrass, 
and  dedoces  it  as  a  legitimate  oonseqnence  from 
this  mucb-aboaed  declaration  t 

Hr.  Uonroe,  sir,  has  gone  Into  retirement 
and  baa  carried  with  him  the  sympathy  and 
gradtnde  of  his  country.  This  effort  to  throw 
on  Mm  a  portion  of  Uie  responsibility  of  this 
weak  and  indefbnaibte  measure,  and  the  em- 
harrUBiiienla  into  which  oar  foreign  oegotio- 
tima  ore  now  involved,  betrns  a  want  of 
magnaniiiuly  eqnal  to  the  poor  tbrifUeaa  fallacy 
witb  whidi  the  podtioo  has  been  attempted 


Sir,  this  whole  aobeme  of  qoitting  "  our  own, 
to  stand  on  foreign  groond,"  la  opposed  to  the 
settled  ptdlcy  of  the  country,  ttom  the  time  of 
General  Washington,  as  indicated  by  his  firm- 
ness in  reeiadng  those  obligations  which  were 
attempted  to  b^  raised  out  of  an  indiscreet 
treaty  of  allianoe  and  friendship  with  France, 
down  to  the  last  moments  of  the  last'Adminis- 
tration — except  in  an  effort  made  by  the  senior 
Ur.  Adams,  in  1T98,  to  indulge  In  foreign 
negotihtions,  having  ultimate  tendencies  to 
entangjing  alliances.  This  scheme  was  then 
met  ^  Uie  Bepablioans  of  that  day,  aa  the 


Repoblicans  of  this  time  have  felt  it  their  dn^ 
to  oppose  this  deviation  from  the  Washingtui 
policy.  It  is  to  the  research  of  a  gentiemon 
from  New  York,  in  the  other  Honse,  (Mr.  Yam 
Bdhbn,)  we  are  indebted  for  this  precious  di»- 
oover^,  who,  with  admirable  perspicacity,  has 
perceived  the  remarkable  coincidence  between 
the  two  meosnres,  and  the  verisimilitude  in 
the  arguments  by  which  both  were  recom- 
mended by  the  father  and  son,  and  both  r^ 
Hsted  by  nearly  analogous  reasons  by  the  Re- 
publicans of  that  day,  as  well  as  those  of  thla 
— by  those  who  were  destined  to  be  the  plUan 
of  tiie  Democratic  party  of  this  country.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  has  not  only  achieved 
a  signal  benefit  to  those  of  ns  who  yet  belong 
to  the  Jefferscmlan  fdth,  by  this  discovery,  hot 
made  it  subservient  to  the  porpoees  of  one  of 
the  most  triumphant  a^nments  I  have  e*« 
read.    The  )7u>niJ  is  pregnant  with  instraotion; 

e  omen  replete  with  h^. 

The  policy  of  Washington  was  the  polity  d 
Jeffereon,  Madison,  and  Monroe— «  pcdioT  in 
which  Mr.  Adama  eononired  during  tne  whole 
period  of  hb  eervioe,  in  the  OaUnet  of  the 
latter,  in  the  Department  of  State.  He  sever 
seemed  to  permit  so  weak  a  thing  as  sympethT 
to  Interfere  with  his  cantioas  maxims  as  » 
statesman.  We  all  know  how  resolutely  he 
snsttuned  the  gallant  assaults  of  his  present 
Secretary  of  State,  in  this  House,  in  behalf  of 
South  American  mdependence.  He  was  not  to 
be  moved  by  the  pathos  or  the  sarcasms  of  the 
Western  orator ;  out  he  stood  with  the  cold- 
ness of  the  efflgy  of  Jnstlce,  weighing  in  a  p^ 
of  scales  the  exact  quantum  of  danger  to  a 
hiur,  attending  this  recognition ;  and  It  waa 
not  until  he  got  this  danger  down  to  a  feather, 
that  he  would  listen  to  the  measure.  Even  on 
a  more  recent  occasion,  we  hare  seen  that  oil 
the  assoclatdons  of  the  llteratnre  and  taste  of 
antianlty  betrayed  him  into  no  warmth  in  favor 
of  the  Qreekft--not  even  nnder  the  eloquent 
appeal  of  the  gentleman  frvm  Masaaohnsette^ 
(Mr.  WnaiBB,)— for  Mr.  Adamo,  in  reply  to  the 
letter  of  LanottiK,  the  Greek  Agent,  waa  aa 
cold  as  a  personiflcation,  in  alabaster,  of  the 
Genius  of  Discretion  Itself,  But,  suddenly, 
(rince  an  election  produced  by  the  memorable 
coalition,  which  has  put  hiAi  on  the  tbronej 
be  has  become  Inoonlaled  with  "this  SpanlcA 
American  fever,"  as  it  has  been  Justly  called, 
and  he  is  already  Ui  gone  in  the  deliriom  of 
that  enthusiasm  which  belongs  to  the  ascendant 
genius  of  his  Oablnet.  Yes,  sir,  he  has  started 
from  a  caution  as  cold  as  marble,  into  the  vef- 
nal  fervors  of  love,  at  first  sight,  for  the  South 
Americans,  without  allowing  auffldent  time  for 
the  change,  exoept  by  the  intervention  of  a 
miracle.  And  with  tJiis  mutation,  what  a  re- 
versal has  there  been  in  the  whole  foreign 
policy  of  the  country  1  Let  the  documents  on 
your  table  speak  to  this  fact.  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  that,  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
18S5,  (I  mean  the  fatal  idea  of  Uareh,)  there 
has  been  a  greater  interferenoein  the  oonoemi  of 
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other  natioDB — &  more  Btndioas  searoli  for  the 
oooaaioiL  of  perilona  diatiaction — greater  com- 
mibnents  of  the  uationsl  B&fet;  and  honor — 
than  have  characterized  any  anterior  period  of 
our  history,  irom  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
OoQBtitution  down  to  the  present  time.  We 
have  become,  at  the  eiclonve  vrVl  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  arbitrator  of  the  New  World,  and,  in 
that  cliaract«r,  have  sent  bnlljing  protest!  to 
the  old.  The  Cabinet  has,  in  onr  name,  made 
two  H^emn  oontraota,  to  go  to  war  in  two  oon- 
tingencieo,  witbont,  "  a«  a  matter  of  pnlimi- 
nary  adviieiMni,"  even  condescending  to  coq- 
■ult  aa  ■  and  we  find,  in  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  nalcyoD  days  of  a  new  and  confederate 
dynasty,  the  sober  policy  of  our  fathers,  which 
was  "  a  lamp  to  onr  feet,"  has  gone  oat,  and  a 
hlnstering  offidonsness  in  the  conoems  of 
otheiB,  substiCnted  in  its  stead. 

TvwDiY,  April  11. 

Supply  <^  Provitioiu  to  Florida  Indiam. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  KoLsiN.  of  Ohio,  the 
SoQse  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Florida  Indians,  (as  amended,  so 
as  to  be  confined  to  their  relief  merely,  and  not 
extended  to  their  removaL) 

Ur.  MoLsAiT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
■triking  ont  $60,000  and  inserting  |20,000. 

In  aopport  of  this  motion,  Ur.  UoLuk  stated 
that  he  had  consulted  the  Sooretary  of  War, 
who  informed  him  that  this  sum  would  be 
■nffldent  to  relieve  the  present  ezigenoiei  of 
Uiese  Indians. 

After  some  explanations  by  Ur.  Ooosx, 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr,  VufTOK,  after  some  opposition,  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  bis 
motuin ;  and  the  debate  of  yesterday  was  re- 
newed, and  ooDtiDned  for  about  an  bonr,  on 
the  same  general  gronnds.  The  bill  was  ad- 
vocated by  ICessrs.  MoLkut,  Ooox,  Wbhv, 
•nd  LiviRoBTON ;  and  opposed  by  Uessrs.  Vin- 
Ton  and  Btiwabt. 

Ur.  SiiwABT  BiJd  he  fdt  a*  mnob  as  any 
genQemsu  coold  feel,  for  the  destimte  and 
•offering  condition  of  these  Indians.  Pro- 
virion,  however,  be  thought,  might  be  made 
fbr  tiiem  ont  of  the  Indian  oontingent  fond  of 
|95,000,  without  this  special  act  for  their  relief. 
He  had  several  ol^ections  to  this  bilL  The 
first  was  on  aocoont  of  the  precedent  which  It 
wonid  establish.  If  we  thos  admit  the  right 
of  all  the  Indians  who  may  be  in  a  destitute 
ind  Bnfiering  condition,  to  call  npon  Congress 
for  relief^  onr  treasury  will  be  inadeqnate  to 
the  demand.  The  poor  and  needy  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  this  Union  had  cer- 
ttinly  as  strong  a  claim  npon  onr  charity  and 
iympathies  as  the  Indians,  (and  Ood  knows  we 
hisTe  enongh  snch.)  and  shotild  they  also  come, 
con  we  reject  their  application^  while  we  deal 
ont  from  their  treasnry  with  a  liberal  hand,  to 
Btoangers  and  Indians  t  The  araoont  in  the  bill 
was  nothing.    It  was  tbe  pnudmt  to  which 
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he  ot^eoted.  All  the  Indians  had  e^tud  claim*. 
All  had  been  alike  deprived  of  their  Isnd,  and 
by  like  means,  and  of  coarse  their  claims  were 
aHke  well-fomided.  80  mnch  for  the  preoe- 
dent. 

But  he  had  another  objection.  It  was,  that 
this  policy  wonld  have  an  injorions  effect  npon 
the  habits  of  the  Indians  themselves.  If  being 
poor  and  deetitnte  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  ap- 
plying to  Oongress  for  relief,  they  wUI  all  aooa 
bMome  poor  uid  destitnte.  They  have  ingenn- 
ity  enough  to  make  a  plausible  story,  and  if 
they  have  not,  they  can  easily  procure  the  ud 
of  those  who  have,  and  shonla  that  ful,  ihiaj 
will  abandon  all  efforts  to  provide  for  them- 
selves, and  thoB  soon  bring  themselves  within 
thende. 

But  a  s^  more  serious  objection  to  this 
measure  than  its  effect  npon  the  treasnry,  ix 
its  effect  npon  the  Indiana,  was,  that  the  con- 
stitution bod  given  Oongreaa  no  power  to 
make  the  treasury  a  charity-box.  If  we  wish 
to  indulge  oar  feelings  of  oharit;  or  kindneea 
to  Indians,  or  anybody  else,  we  must  look  to 
ohr  own  pockets,  we  must  go  to  onr  own 
"com  cribs,"  and  not  to  the  treasury;  that 
belonged  to  the  people,  who  filled  it  by  their 
oontnbntions,  ana  not  to  us,  esoept  to  carry 
into  effect  the  objects  and  powers  mdicated  in 
the  oonstitiition  itself.  The  rule  which  r^n- 
loted  the  power  of  appropriation  was  a  plain 
and  simple  one.  The  constitution  had  vested 
certain  powers  in  Congress,  with  the  means 
''necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  them  into 


priation  to  be  made,  "  neoessory  and  proper  " 
to  attain  any  of  Uie  ends  indicated  by  the  con- 
stitution I  If  it  be,  yon  have  a  oonstitutional 
risht  to  make  the  ^propriation,  but  not  other- 
wise. This  he  oonoeived  to  be  the  only  sound 
rule,  and  it  was  the  one  by  which  he  always 
had  been,  and  always  wonld  be,  governed. 
Then,  he  would  ask,  where  was  the  jkiww 
granted  to  Oongress  which  this  appropriation 
was  intended  to  carry  into  effbct  t  There  was 
none,  he  contended,  to  which  it  conld,  by  anr 
possibility,  be  made  to  appertain;  he  defied 
higeunity  to  point  it  ouL    If  Oongress  con  ap- 

gopriate  money  for  the  relief  of  suffering 
dians  In  Florida,  they  have  the  some  right  to 
Bppropriat«  mone^  for  the  Bufiering  inhabitants 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  globe — in  suffering 
Africa,  or  in  eufferinr  Spain.  If  you  may 
give  to  the  suffering  Indians  of  Florida,  sorely, 
by  the  same  ml«^  yon  may  give  to  the  suffering 
citizens  of  Flon^;  yet  sach  an  ^plication 
would  be  scouted  oat  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  vn  the  table  was 
negatived,  and.  after  considerable  discussion, 
ft  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Minion  to  Panama, 

The  House  having  ogcdn  resomed  the  con- 
mderation  of  the  report  of  the.  Oommittee  of 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  07  CONOBSBS. 


l,1SS6l] 


Pordgn  BelatioDa,  tftproTing  ibe  JBeatm  to 
PaaoiiiA,  with  the  amendments  propostng  k 
qiMLlifieaition  to  the  general  expreuioa  of  ap- 
probation thereof — 

Hr.  BcoaABjji  addreaaed  the  committee  ai 
MIotb: 

I  ahall  proceed  to  diacnas  the  aabject  wider 
the  Tariooa  aspects  in.  which  it  has  preaented 
itself  to  m  J  mmd, 

I  know  there  are  aeveral  gentlemen  on  Uiis 
Soot,  who  ^prove  of  the  p<wc/  of  the  so^id- 
tnenta  proposed,  and  wish  to  enireia  an  opinion 
inthejr  favor;  and  who  yet  feel  reluctant  to 
vote  for  them,  becanse  it  ia  tlieir  intention 
finallj  to  anpport  the  appropriation  bill.  They 
think,  if  the  amendments  shonM  be  rejected, 
eoDosteno]'  would  reqoire  them  to  refuse  an; 
grant  of  monej  to  oarrj  ttus  mission  into  effect. 
I  ahall,  therefore,  ask  Uie  attenticm  of  the  oom- 
uuttee,  whilst  I  endeavor  to  prove  that  there 
would  not,  in  any  event,  be  the  allghteat  inoon- 
tiatencjr  in  this  oonree. 

I  asaert  it  U>  be  a  powtion  enaoepUble  of  the 
deareat  proo(  that  the  Hooae  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea  is  morally  boond,  noleas  in  extreme  oases, 
to  rote  the  salaries  of  Miniaters  who  have  been 
oonatitotionally  created  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  expediency  of  establishing  the 
mission  was  one  question,  which  has  already 
been  decided  by  the  competent  authority : 
when  the  appropriation  bill  shall  oome  before 
na^  we  will  be  called  npoa  to  decide  another 
and  a  very  different  qnestion.  Biohard  0. 
Andenon  and  John  Sergeant  have  been  regu- 
lariy  nominated  by  the  United  States,  to  be 
fiiTOya  Extraordinary  and  UiiuBl«rs  Plenipo- 
tentiary "  to  the  Assembly  of  American  nations 
at  Panama."  The  Senate,  after  long  and  solemn 
d^ba«tion,  hAve  advised  and  consented  to 
their  appointmenL  These  Uiniatere  have  then 
been  eraated — they  have  been  called  into  exiat- 
«Etce  under  the  anthority  of  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States.  That  venerated  instrument 
declares,  that  the  President  "  shall  have  power, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  ccmsent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senator!  present  ooncnr:  and  he  shall 
ncminate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  Ambassa- 
dors, other  pnbUo  Uinistera,  and  Ooosnts, 
Jodgea  of  tte  Supreme  Court,  and  all  otiier 
officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  sppoint- 
menta  are  tiot  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  whioh  shall  be  established  by  law." 
What  then  wDl  be  the  qnestion  npon  the  ap- 
propriation bill!  In  order  to  enable  our 
Ministers  to  proceed  npon  their  mission,  the 
Freeident  baa  asked  us  to  grant  the  necessary 
appropriation.  Shall  we  incur  the  responsibil- 
ity of  refiuiag !  Shall  we  thns  defeat  the  mis- 
Bon  which  has  already  been  established  by 
the  only  oompetent  conatitntionol  authorities! 
Ttiis  House  have,  without  donbt  tiia  physical 
power  to  refbie  the  appropriation,  and  they 
poaeeea  the  same  power  to  withhold  his  salary 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States.    The 


true  (Question  is,  what  is  the  tme  nature  of  oar 
oonstitntionol  obligation  !  Are  we  not  morally 
bound  to  pay  the  saladefl  given  by  existing 
laws  to  every  officer  of  the  Government?  By 
the  act  of  the  first  Hay,  1810,  the  outfit  and 
the  salary  to  be  allowed  by  Uie  President  to 
Foreign  Uinistera  are  established.  Such  Uinis- 
tera have  been  regularly  appointed  to  attend 
the  Oongreas  at  Panama.  What  right,  then, 
have  we  to  refuse  to  appropriate  the  salaries 
whioh  they  have  a  right  to  rec«ve,  under  the 
existing  laws  of  the  land  ! 

I  admit  there  may  be  extreme  cas«a,  in 
which  this  House  would  be  Jnstifled  in  with- 
holiUng  such  an  apprc^riation.  "The  safety 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law."  If^  there- 
fore, we  shonld  believe  any  miasion  to  be 
dangerous,  uther  to  the  ezutenca  or  to  the 
UbertJes  of  this  country,  neoeasity  wonld 
jnsti^  US  in  breaking  the  letter  to  preserve 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  The  same  ne- 
cessity would  equally  justify  us  in  refosing  to 
grant  to  the  President  hi,s  salary,  in  certain 
extreme  ossea,  which  might  easily  be  imagined. 

But  how  far  would  your  utmost  power  ex- 
tend ?  Can  you  ro-jodge  the  determination  of 
the  President  end  Senate,  and  destroy  the  offl- 
oera  which  they  have  created !  Uight  not  the 
President  immediately  send  thase  Ministere  to 
Panama!  and  if  he  did,  would  not  their  acta 
be  valid !  It  is  certain,  if  they  shonld  go,  they 
run  the  risk  of  never  receiving  a  salary ;  but 
still  they  might  act  as  Plenipotentiaries.  By 
withholding  the  aalary  of  the  President,  you 
cannot  withhold  from  him  the  power ;  neidier 
can  you,  by  refusing  to  appropriate  for  this 
misdon,  deprive  the  Miniatera  of  their  author- 
ity. It  is  beyond  your  control  to  make  them 
cease  to  be  Uinistera. 

The  constitntiooal  obligation  to  provide  for  a 
Uinister,  is  equally  strong  as  that  to  carry  into 
effect  a  treaty.  It  is  true,  the  evils  which  may 
fiow  from  your  refusal  may  be  greater  in  the  one 
ease  than  in  the  other.  If  yon  refuse  to  ap- 
propriate for  a  treaty,  you  violate  the  f^th 
of  toe  country  to  a  foreign  nation.  You  do  no 
more,  however,  than  omit  to  provide  for  the 
execution  of  an  instrument  which  is  declared 


to  yon  by  the  appropriation  bill,  is  the  nature 
of  your  obligation  different!  I  think  not. 
The  power  to  create  the  Minister  is  contained 
in  the  same  clause  of  the  constitution  with  that 
to  make  the  treaty.  They  are  powers  of  the 
some  nature.  The  one  is  absolutely  neceasary 
to  carry  the  other  into  effect.  You  cannot 
negotiate  treaties  without  Ministers.  They  are 
the  means  by  which  the  treaty-making  power 
is  brought  into  action.  Tou  are,  therefore, 
under  the  same  moral  obligation  to  appropri- 
ate money  to  discharge  the  salary  of  a  Minister, 
that  you  wonld  be  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect 
If  you  aek  me  for  authority  to  ostablish 
these  principles,  I  can  refer  yon  to  the  opinion 
of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States— tk« 
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immortal  Father  oT  hU  Goimtrr — who,  in  mj 
homUe  jndgmeat,  poMemed  m(a«  praotioal 
wbdom,  more  political  foresight,  and  mora 
osefnl  oonstitutional  knowledge,  than  all  hU 


I  have  thus,  I  think,  established  the  poeition, 
that  gentlemen  who  Tot«  for  the  amendmenta 
sow  before  the  oonunittee,  even  if  they  dionld 
not  prevail,  may,  withont  inconsiHtenc;,  give 
their  Hupport  to  the  approprialjon  biU. 

I  now  come  to  a  qneatlon  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  diecaeaioo.  Does  the  information 
before  the  Eoose  Jostiff  the  prc^HMed  amend- 
menta, and  rendw  than  necesgwr?  or,  an 
Hiey  mere  abatroot  propoaitdona,  in  no  manner 
oonneoted  with  the  aubjeot  i  I  have  never  been 
iDore  mistaken,  if  I  Hhall  not  be  able  to  demon- 
strate, that,  from  the  uniform  course  of  policy 
vhieh  haa  been  pnrmied  by  the  preaent  Ad- 
ministration, thej  are  alread;  committed  to 
audi  an  extent,  that  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
onlt  for  them  to  retrace  their  atepa  and  extri- 
eate  themaelvca  withont  giving  Joat  canse  of 
'  offenoe  to  the  SoAthem  Bepnblics.  la  my 
(pinion,  a  criais  has  now  arrived,  in  which  it 
la  the  duty  of  this  HoQse  to  take  a  firm  etuid 
in  favor  of  the  ancient  and  the  approved  policy 
of  the  conntry.  We  shonld  procltum  to  the 
worid,  that  it  is  oar  determination  "to  preserve 
peace,  oommeroe,  and  frieodHhio,  with  all 
nations,  and  to  form  entangling  aUiances  with 

It  wiU  here  be  necessary  to  take  a  short  his- 
torical view  of  onr  relationa  with  the  Soatbem 
Kepnblica.  Withb  the  last  few  years,  we 
have  seen  in  this  hemisphere,  seven  new  Be- 
pnblioa  emerging  from  the  chaos  of  Spaniah 
colonial  deepotism.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple beheld  tnia  cheering  spectacle  with  heart' 
felt  sa&faotioa.  We  watched  th«r  progress 
with  the  moat  intense  aniiety,  and,  marching 
In  the  van  of  nations,  we  first  deolared  them 
to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent.  This 
declaration  now  is,  and  will  forever  continne 
to  be,  one  of  the  most  glorious  events  in  our 
annals.  It  was  made  on  the  fourth  of  May, 
1892,  and  all  huled  it  with  pride  and  with 
pleaanra.  In  the  Snmmer  of  18S8,  the  Holy 
Alliance,  at  the  requeet  of  Bpain,  were  called 
upon  to  assist  in  inlfjngatjng,  what  she  was 
pleased  to  call  her  revolts  colonies.  The 
most  serious  apprehensions  were  then  enter- 
tained, that  aa  unholy  crusade  was  to  be  pro- 
ohumed  ag^st  the  caose  of  liberty  and  Repnb- 
lican  Government,  wherever  they  exist^  over 
the  whole  earth.  In  this  alarming  poatnra  of 
affura,  did  we  ^vo  any  pledge  to  foreign  na- 
tions! Did  we  commit  the  faith  of  the  coun- 
try to  all,  or  any  of  the  Southern  Republics  I 
Certainly  not  We  muntained  the  same  inde- 
pendent position  which  we  had  always  occu- 
pied in  our  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
The  celebrated  Message  of  Mr.  Monroe,  of  De- 
cember 2d,  1833,  annoonoed  to  the  Holy  Al- 
liance, and  to  die  world,  that  we  oonld  not 
Ttoir  with  indifference  the  hostile  inteiportti<m 


ma.  [Ana,  IBS*. 

of  mj  Earapean  power  agdnst  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Sonthem  Bepnblioe ;  bnt  wonM 
oonrider  aooh  as  attempt  aa  daogerons  to  our 
own  peace  and  aafe^.  Hue  deolaratdcm  waa 
re-echoed  by  milliiMiB  of  freemen.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  enthusiasm  in  every  part  of  the 
Union.  It  answered  the  nurpose  for  which 
it  was  intended,  and  the  danger  which  then 
threat«ned  the  Bouthem  Republics  has  sinoe 

This  declaration  contained  no  pledge  to  anj 
foreign  Gktvemment.  It  left  ns  perfectly  free : 
butithassinoe  been  converted  into suchapledg« 
by  the  present  Administration ;  and  alUioagh 
thej  have  not  framed  formal  alliances  with 
the  Soathern  RepnhUcfl,  yet  they  have  com- 
mitted the  oonnla7  in  honor  to  an  alarming 
extent. 

The  present  Becretary  of  State  has  always 
been  an  enthnsiaat  in  favor  of  the  Bonthem. 
Be^blics.  He  has  gone  to  snch  extremities  in 
their  cause,  that,  in  thu  particular,  prudent 
men  wonld  frel  disposed  to  compliment  hift 
heart  at  the  expense  of  his  nnderstanding, 
I  hare  no  doubt  his  oonduet  has  proceeded  frum 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  the  cause  of  liberty ; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  he  the  last  man  to  vim 

From  the  date  of  the  Message  of  Mr,  M(HI- 
roe,  ontil  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power,  we  have  never  heard  that  any  attempt 
was  made  to  convert  it  into  a  pledge  to  any  of 
tlie  Sonthem  Bepublics.  Ko  sooner  had  tho 
present  Secretary  taken  possession  of  the  chair 
of  State,  than  our  policy  was  changed.  Mr. 
Poiusett  was  sent  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  to  ob- 
tain a  oommercial  treaty  from  that  Govern- 
ment. In  his  instructions,  which  bear  data 
on  the  3Cth  of  March,  1SE6,  and  which  wer» 
never  commnnioat«d  either  to  the  Secate  or  to 
this  House,  until  the  80th  of  March,  he  was 
directed  to  impress  the  principles  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Message  upon  the  Government  of  the 
Cnitod  Mexican  States.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  urge  upon  that  Government,  "  the  ntiUtj 
and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same  principlea 
on  all  proper  occasionB.''  Was  not  this  a 
direct  departure  from  the  course  which  th« 
former  Administration  had  porsaed  t  Are  not 
these  instmotions  sobstantially  to  this  effbett 
We  wish  to  ent«r  into  a  treaty  of  commerca 
with  you  :  we  have  determined  that  no  Euro- 

CI  power  shall  Interfere  between  any  of  tb« 
them  Kepoblics  and  Spain,  in  their  war 
for  iudependenee ;  nor  shall  they  attempt  to 
colonize  any  part  of  this  continent :  we,  uiero- 
fore,  urge  to  yon  to  act  in  concert  with  ns  in 
asserting  the  same  principles.  The  truth  i^ 
the  Secretary  evidently  considered  it  aa  a 
pledge,  and  sent  it  forth  as  such  to  foreign 
nations.  How  was  it  understood  by  Mexico! 
During  the  last  Summer,  it  was  apprehended 
by  that  Government,  that  France  was  about 
to  invade  the  island  of  Cutta.  We  were  then 
instantly  called  upon  to  redeem  our  pledg^ 
and  to  protect  that  island  against  tike  fleet  ^d 
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tmaj  of  Franeo.  On  thii  mmm^mi  did  th« 
BeoraUrr  attempt,  «Itfaer  dtreetl^  or  iodireot- 
Ij,  to  danj  the  eikteno*  (rf  Booh  A  pledge  to 
Hezioo  t  On  the  eontrarr,  in  Us  letter  to  Hr. 
PtHBKtt,  of  tfa«  nth  of  Korember  IwL  he  ex- 
preaelv  reoc^izes  our  obligUlon,  ftnd  leaves 
the  Hexioan  Government  fa>  infer  what  we 
wonld  have  done  had  the  oontingenc^  happen- 
ed, from  a  deepateh  which  he  had  sent  to  the 
Amerioan  Minister  at  Paris.  This  despatch 
ecmtained  an  express  dedaration  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  oonid  not  consent 
to  the  oocnpation  of  the  islands  of  Oaba  and 
Porto  Rico  br  aaj  other  Enropewipower  than 
Bpain,  nnder  anj  oontinsenc;.  Was  not  this 
a  fotinal  recognition  of  the  pledge,  on  the 
ytrt  oi  oar  EzeoatiTe  I  Bnt  is  this  all  t  No ; 
Tory  ftr  fhnn  it  It  is  nnneoesaary  ag^  to 
repeat  the  strom;  langoage  of  Mr.  Poinsett  to 
tiie  IGolsters  of  Heiioo  npon  this  subject, 
irhidi  has  been  so  often  repeated  on  this  floor. 
It  is  BO  dear  and  oonolnsive  a  pledge  that,  with 
respect  to  it,  there  can  be  no  mistake  or  mis- 
^tprebensioiu.  This  language  was  conunnni- 
eated  to  Mr.  Olaj,  in  the  letter  of  the  S8th  of 
Scfrtember.  That  gwiUeinan,  when  called  npon 
hj  thia  HooM  for  his  answer,  informed  na  uat 
none  bad  been  tranonitted.  He  has  unoe  dis- 
eorered  that  be  was  mistakes,  and  has  trans- 
mitted ns  the  anawer  to  Hr.  Pdnsett's  letter, 
vhieh  bad  been  aceidentall^  overlooked.  Does 
this  letter  of  Mr.  Olay  disapprove  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment t  We  know  that  it  does  not.  An  im- 
eied  assent  is  as  strong  as  an  express  assent, 
r.  Poinaett,  from  his  instmotions,  and  from 
the  whole  oorrcepondence,  stands  completelj 
instified  before  his  conntrj  for  the  declarations 
tie  baa  made.  In  tiiis  manner  oar  conntry,  so 
Ikr  as  it  can  be  otHnmittod  fa;  the  Administra- 
tioD,  has  been  pledged  to  Mexico  to  pnrsne  the 
coarse  of  polii^  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
delineate. 

How  shall  we  extricate  ourselves  from  these 
obligations  to  Mexico  I  Shall  we  say  to  them  : 
true  it  is,  we  have  attempted  to  obtain  from  yon 
the  same  oommeroial  pnvil^es  whioh  70a  are 
wding  to  grant  to  the  other  Republics  of  this 
continent,  by  deelaring  to  yon  that  we  form  a 
part  of  what  is  called  the  great  American  sya- 
teiR,  and  that  we  are  pledged  to  maintain  your 
independence  by  war,  if  that  shonld  become 
Beoeasai?,  "  and  to  hear  the  brunt  of  the  oon- 
teat,"  True  it  is  we  know  in  what  manner  yon 
onderstood  onr  declarations,  and  we  have  ex- 
yttiaAj  recoffnized  yoar  oonstrnotion,  by  de- 
elaring onr  oetermination  to  carry  it  into  e&fect 
against  France,  if  she  shonld  attempt  to  invade 
Ae  i^and  of  Caba,  True  it  is,  that  when  the 
natore  of  the  pledge  was  distinctly  brought 
home  to  our  Oovemment  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  we 
never  whispered  a  word  against  its  binding 
fbree.  Bnt  yet  you  were  entirely  mistaken  in 
te  nature.  Mr.  Olay,  whilst  the  Uonse  of  Rep- 
reaeotativea  had  the  subject  under  debate,  has 
dedand,  that  it  was  a  pledge^  not  to  yon,  hut 


to  onnnlves  and  our  pocterity.  Ton  have^ 
thnvfore,  no  interest  what«ver  io  tbi*  pledge, 
and  we  can  release  onrselvea  from  it  as  socm 
as  we  shall  think  proper. 

I  ask  if  any  man  of  honi»',  after  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  neighbor  in  this  manner, 
and  had  tbns  attempted  to  obtain  an  advantage 
from  bim,  could  anerwards  say,  witbont  for- 
feiting his  oharaoter,  I  merely  pledged  myself 
to  myaelt  I  can,  and  will,  redeem  myself  from 
my  pledge ;  and  you  most  saCfer  Qio  loas  and 
the  dis^pointment. 

In  my  opinion,  the  friends  <rf  the  Adminis- 
tration on  this  floor  onf^t  to  be  most  anxiooa 
that  theae  ameadmeate  dunild  prevul.  They 
would  be  the  beat  Jnstification  (h  the  Preeident 
at  Panama.  He  oonld  then  eay,  with  proprie^, 
that,  whatever  might  bare  been  hia  own  incU- 
notion  in  relation  to  thia  pledge,  the  House  of 
Repreeentatives  had  deelared  it  should  never 
iiave  their  sanction. 

I  think,  nr,  I  have  already  shown,  that  the 
doomnents  upon  onr  table  contdn  snffident 
reMwui  for  the  adoption  of  these  amendmenta. 
But  I  shall  not  reet  here.  I  will  proceed  to 
another  most  important  branch  of  tne  anl^e«A. 
In  the  first  plaoe,  howevw,  it  will  be  neoeseary 
to  present  before  the  oommittee  a  view  of  the 

nlae  eharaoter  of  the  Oongreaa  ot  Panama, 
oertunly  not  difficult  to  understand  ita 
natnre;  but,  in  myjndgment,  it  has  not  been 
correctly  explained.  If  yon  wonld  look  for  its 
true  character  you  must  examine  the  treatiea 
to  which  it  owes  ita  existence.  They  form  a 
perpetual  alliance,  oCfenaive  and  defensive,  in 
peace,  and  in  war,  between  those  Republics 


and  confederation."  The  Congress  of  Panama 
will  be  oomposed  of  Plenipotentiaries  from  all 
the  Soathem  Bepnblice,  "for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  on  a  more  solid  basis,  the  intimate 
relations  which  should  exist  between  them  all 
individually  and  ooUeotlvely,  and  that  it  may 
serve  as  a  council  in  gT«at  events,  as  a  point  of 
union  in  common  danger,  as  a  faithful  inter- 
preter of  pnbUc  treaties  when  difficulties  may 
arise,  and  as  an  arbitivtor  and  oonoiliator  in 
their  disputes  and  differenoes."  It  appears, 
then,  that  the  first  object  intended  to  be  accom- 
lished  by  the  Ciongress  of  Panama  is,  to  eetab- 
linh  a  strict  and  intimate  alliaooe  and  union 
between  all  and  each  of  the  seven  Republic* 
which  have  freed  themselves  from  the  yoke  of 
Spain.  Should  this  l>e  accomplished,  to  the 
extent  'which  they  intend,  I  shall  look  upon  the 
day  of  its  ooosnmmation  as  the  darkest  which 
this  country  will  ever  have  beheld.  We  shall 
then  be  compelled  either  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Confederacy,  or  stand  alone  upon  this 
continent  against  seven  independent  and  pow- 
erful nations.  I^  for  the  preeervation  of  the 
honor,  or  the  interest  of  the  Amerioan  people; 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  war  with  one  of 
theae  Bepnblios,  the  whole  continent  of  Ameriea 
south  ot  our  own  territory,  will  be  marshalled 
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in  hostUe  arraj  agEunst  ns.  War  witii  one 
mast  be  war  with  all.  Sach  an  allisnoA  m^ 
not  be  BO  dangerous  to  our  libertjw  as  a  league 
betweenmonarchs;  bat  the  oalm  of  deepotiam, 
however  dreadful  it  ma;  be  to  the  aabjeota  of 
the  despot,  does  not  present  to  foreign  nation! 
the  same  terrors  that  wonld  be  preeented  by  a 
confederation  of  young,  and  vigorous  and  am- 
bitions Bepnblice.  I  trost  in  God,  that  the  Min- 
isters who  may  be  sent  to  Panama  will  be  in- 
structed to  use  their  beat  exertions  to  break  op 
Ihb  CoDgres*.  With  whatever  favor  it  may 
now  be  regarded  br  the  American  people,  the 
time  will  come,  ere  Itnig,  when  it  will  be  looked 
VDOn  as  an  object  of  jesionay  and  apprehension. 
If  this  OongresB  shonld  accomplish  the  purpose 
for  vhiob  it  has  been  coDTeued,  oar  hope  most 
then  be,  that  it  will  share  the  fate  of  nearly  all 
the  Confederacies  whidi  have  ever  existed. 
Onr  Ministera  shonld  warn  them  by  the  exam- 
ples of  history,  by  the  precepts  of  WashiDgt«n, 
to  avoid  entuiKhng  aUianoee  with  each  other.- 
They  ahoold  admonish  them  of  the  danger  of 
jealonsy  and  civil  war.  They  shonld  tell  them 
that  such  a  league,  instead  of  being  their  pro- 
tection, might  become  their  min. 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  from  the  docimieDts  in 
our  posBesaion,  that  the  President,  in  balancing 
the  oifflculties  of  our  sitnation,  thought  it  bet- 
ter this  country  shonld  inoor  the  danger  of 
becoming  eventually  a  party  to  this  alliance, 
than  stand  alone.  He  must  have  foreseen,  and 
it  is  evident  he  did  foresee,  that  this  Govern- 
ment, whatever  might  be  its  intention  by  send- 
ing Hinisteni  to  the  Congreas  of  Panama,  wonld 
be  insensibly  drawn  Into  the  oonfederation ; 
that  the  ConKreas,  from  Ihe  nature  of  the  ob- 
jects to  wbii£  its  attention  will  be  directed, 
moat  be  perpetuaL  After  the  alliance  shall 
have  been  completely  formed,  it  will  remun  as 
the  connoil  in  great  events,  and  the  point  of 
miion  in  common  danger  for  the  Confederacy. 
I  am  free  to  admit,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  wUl 
not  be  an  assembly  of  sovereigu  States,  like 
our  old  confederation.  Its  powers,  however, 
are  more  than  merely  diplomatic.  It  posaessea 
Judicial  authority  to  fix  the  conatmctioa  and 
decide  vpoa  the  tnie  meaning  of  pnblic  treaties 
between  membera  of  the  Confederacy.  It  will 
also  be  the  arbitrator  in  all  disputee  and  diffi- 
culties which  may  arise.  Whether  it  will  pes- 
seea  the  power  of  carrying  Its  decrees  into  effect, 
I  cannot  determine,  as  the  treaties  are  silent 
apon  that  sabject.  The  Preeident,  when  he 
accepted  the  invitation  givei)  to  this  country  to 
be  represented  by  the  Ministers  in  that  Con- 
gress, knew  that  their  very  attendance  there 
might  produce  a  strong  sympathy  between  ne 
and  the  confederates.  That,  whatever  inatmo- 
tions  might  he  given  in  the  beginning,  we 
ihoold,  probably,  in  the  end,  be  drawn  into  an 
alliance.  This  ia  a  view  of  the  ecbject  entirely 
distinct  from  any  qaestion  which  baa  arisen, 
either  req>ecting  cur  neutraUty  in  the  war 
between  Spain  and  her  former  colonies,  or  onr 
filedge  to  mtint^n  their  independence  and  form 
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of  Government.  It  looks  beyond  both.  The 
President,  in  his  Meeaage  to  the  House,  has  met 
thia  qneetion  fairly.  I  shall  quote  his  own  Iso- 
gnage :  He  saya,  "  among  the  inqniries  which 
were  thought  entitled  to  consideration,  belbre 
tlie  detem^nation  was  taken  to  accept  the  in- 
vitation, was  that,  whether  the  measure  might 
not  have  a  tendenciy  to  change  the  policy, 
hitherto  invariably  pursned  by  the  Unitea 
States,  of  avoiding  all  entangling  alliances  and 
all  nnneoesaary  foreign  conneotioua." 

DoM  the  Preeident  deprecate  this  event, 
which  his  ssgaoity  had  foreseen  t  Doe*  be 
declare  that  this  shall  never  be  our  policy,  and 
that  he  will  take  the  neoessary  means  to  pre- 
vent it  t  On  the  ooDtrary,  knowing  that  the 
American  people  considered  an  adherence  to 
the  Farew«U  Addreas  of  the  man  who  was  &nt 
in  war,  first  in  peaoe,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  eODntrytnen,  to  be  the  palladium  <rf  th«F 
safety,  he  has,  by  a  long  and  ingenions  argu- 
ment, attempted  to  destroy  its  force.  He  has 
Mideavored  to  prove  that  its  principles  did  not 
^ply  to  the  Sonthem  Republics,  and  that 
General  Washington  himseU^  nnder  existing  cLr- 
onmetances,  would  have  entered  into  doee  al- 
liance with  them.  And  has  it  cmne  to  this! 
Was  it  not  enough  to  have  abandoned  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  immortal  man,  widiout  aU«mpt- 
iugf  by  ingenuity,  to  tnrn  them  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  their  plain  and  palpable  meaning!  I 
do  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflections  npon  the 
character  of  the  present  President  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  great  statesman,  and  perb^is,  as 
well  versed  in  the  theory  of  diplomacy  as  any 
man  now  living,  I  must,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  he  baa  attempted  to  enlain 
away  the  principles  of  the  Farewell  Adivesa. 
No  man  who  reads  his  Message  can  entertain 
a  doubt  on  the  aiibjeot.  And,  yet,  his  friends 
in  this  House  say  tiiere  is  no  cause  for  alann ; 
there  is  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  amend- 
ments— if  we  did,  they  wonld  show  a  want  of 
E roper  confidence  in  the  Eiecntiva.  I  shonld 
ave  hew  glad  if  my  friend  from  Masucbnsetti 
(Mr.  Evebett)  had  given  as  any  explanation  (rf 
this  part  of  his  Measage  in  bis  report.  He  bai 
not  thought  proper  to  do  so,  but  baa  ingeniouily 
paseed  it  over  without  oomment  Is  it  not, 
then,  necessary  to  adopt  these  amendments,  for 
the  purpose  aT  declanng  that,  in  onr  opinion, 
the  policy  of  Washington  should  still  prevul  t 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate, 
has  declared  that  be  deemed  it  to  bo  within  the 
constitutional  competence  of  the  Eieontive  to 
send  Ministers  to  Panama.  He  applied  to  the 
Senate,  not  because  he  thought  their  sanction 
neoesaary,  not  becanse  he  believed  he  could  act 
without  it,  but  because  he  wished  to  evince  a 
proper  degree  of  d^crence  for  their  opinion. 

I^is,  it  appears  to  roe,  is  an  assumption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  unknown 
to  tbe  oonstitntion.  That  instrument  makes  it 
his  duty  "  to  give  Congress,  from  time  to  time, 
informadon  of  the  state  of  the  Union."  From 
this  dnty  reeulta  his  power  of  sending  ageutl 
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■broad,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtAiniDg 
infonnatloiL  This  pover  hu  been  often  exer- 
dsed.  But,  by  what  authority  the  Praradent 
eoold  claim  iLe  rigbt  of  sending  Plenipoten- 
tiarks  to  PaDuna,  without  tho  ooiuent  of  the 
Benate,  1  am  atterlj  at  a  Iom  to  determine. 

There  is  another  reaaon  whioh  has  shaken 
taj  coafidenoe  in  the  £zHndT^  so  far  as  re- 
qwcls  thin  missloo.  The  Saiute  vere  uxions 
to  diMDflB  this  maasore  with  open  doors.  Thej, 
theMlbra,  requested  the  Prerident  to  InforDi 
titem,  vbether  the  pabUcatlon  of  the  doonments 
]r  to  be  referred  to  in  debate,  wonld  be 


r,  fixed  the  seal  of  ooimdeaoe  upon  the  pro~ 
UngB,  and  held  them  bosnd  to  secreoj, 
fut  as  the  grant  of  death.  Bnt  no  sooner  had 
the  8efiata  decided  the  qnestion,  than  he  him- 
Mlf  pobiidied  to  the  vorid  these  rer;  dooQ- 
Menta,  and  acoompanied  them  \tj  a  Ueesage, 
which  kH,  in  fiut,  bat  an  answer  to  the  report 
of  the  Gmnmittee  of  foreign  fielations  to  U>e 
Se&atei  The  reply  is  thus  made  to  precede 
tbe  aignment.  And  thna  it  was  expected  first 
to  aoie  npon  the  feeliiu*  ctf  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  get  them  oommitted  agdnst 
the  8«uteL  It  la  not  for  me  to  say  this  condnot 
was  wrong ;  bnt  I  know,  if  I  were  a  Senator, 
I  lAioald  fael  it  meet  sennbly.  In  this  reply, 
whenerer  the  argnment  of  the  Ooimnittee  of 
foreign  Balations  was  onsnswerabte,  the  Pres- 
ident chanMd  his  ground,  and  presented  the 
matter  to  the  Honse  in  an  a^>ect  entirely  dlf- 
favot.  I  ahall  present  an  example  be&re  the 
eoDimittee,  to  iilastTate  thb  poeiaon. 

Tho  Prendent,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate 
diatiiietl^  stated,  Hiat  tme  ol^ect  wbieh  he  had 
in  view  m  aec^iting  ttte  inTitati<Hi,  was  to  in- 
fnoDoe  the  southern  natitma  to  onange  tb^ 
politieal  o(Mi^tati<Nu  in  regard  to  their  eatab- 
lidtBd  religion,  and  to  mtzodnoe  universal 
tolieration.  Prom  the  atate  of  pnUio  opinion 
k  theae  ooontriea,  an  attempt  of  this  nature 
vcmld  qtread  one  unirersat  flame  OTer  the 
whole  BOotbMil  contineDt.  With  whatever 
Jnetfee  the  anemiee  of  the  OaUiolio  reli^oo  may 
saj  it  haa  bean  a  aoooi^  to  liberty  in  other 
ooontriea,  it  has  certainly  been  s  blessing  to  tbe 
•ontbem  Bepubliea.  Its  Ministers,  so  far  ^m 
having  aet  themselves  in  array  against  the 
prineiplea  of  liberty,  took  a  teadiag,  and  an 
offieient  part  in  aooomplishing  the  Revolution. 
This  asoertfam  is  trne,  m  its  ntmost  extent,  in 
RialiMt  to  Uexico.  The  Preudent,  having 
diseoTered  the  danger  o(  snoh  an  interference, 
at  the  preaent  time,  very  prudently  changed  his 
■ttitnde  in  his  Ueaiage  to  this  House,  and  now 
only  intends  to  ask,  M  Panama,  what  I  feel  oon- 
idmt  all  the  nations  will  grant,  withont  the 
least  difflc&l^— tiie  liberty  to  oar  own  citixens, 
while  tb^  rende  within  any  of  the  Bepnblios, 
of  wonhiMing  their  Qod  aooording  to  the  dio- 
tttm  of  thdr  own  ooiwrimoe. 
•  I  oorae,  DOW,  to  qieak  of  a  suttjeot  deeply 
Inter  tallng  to  saj  own  constituents,  and  to  the 
State  whiflh  I  li»ve  the  hoitor,  ia  part,  to  repre- 


sent, as  well  as  the  rest  of  tlie  Union.  We 
have  often  been  told,  as  an  argument  against 
theee  amendments,  that  they  imply  a  want  of 
eonfldenoe  in  the  Exeoutive.  Judging  from 
their  conduct  in  relation  to  the  ialand  of  Onba, 
I  am  Justified  in  dedaiing,  that  my  confideuoe 
in  them  is  shaken,  in  every  thing  which  regards 
the  southern  Bepublice.  England  and  France 
have  be«i  warned  by  our  Oovemment,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  formal  manner,  that  we  could 
not  consent  to  the  ocoupatjon  of  that  island  by 
any  other  European  power  than  Spain,  nnder 
any  contingency  whatever.  Ought  not  the 
same  course  to  have  been  pnrsned  towards  the 
Sonth  American  RepabUcst  The  reasons  for 
adopts  this  policy,  as  I  shall  presently  show, 
are  at  least  ae  strong  in  Uie  one  ease  as  in  the 
other ;  bnt,  yet,  the  doonmenle  prove  that  tlie 
Cabinet  bad  arrived  at  a  different  condosion. 
From  them,  it  is  evident  that  onr  Oovemment 
did  not  Intend  to  interfere  for  the  porsose  of 
preventing  an  invasion  of  that  island  by  Mexico 
and  Colombia.  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  letter  of  De- 
oember  last,  to  the  Umisters  of  these  two  na- 
tions, requested,  only,  that  their  invanon  of 
Caba  might  be  snqieiided  nutjl  the  result  ot 
our  interferenoe  in  th^  favor  with  the  Euro- 
pean powers  should  be  ascertained.  In  his 
letter  to  Mr.  UddletMi,  otir  Minister  at  8t. 
Petersburg,  dated  in  May  last,  whioh  he  road 
to  the  Mmifiters  of  Mexico  and  Oolombia,  he 
entered  int»  a  long  a^ument  to  justify  an  in- 
vasion of  that  island  by  thoee  Republics,  in  case 
Spun  ihonld  Drove  obstinate,  and  not  recognize 
their  indepenaence.  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 
mittee by  readiiu  this  deqnteh  to  them,  as  it 
is  In  the  hands  of  every  member. 

The  vast  importance  of  the  island  of  Onba  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
generally  known.  The  commerce  of  this  idand 
is  of  immense  valae,  particularly  to  the  agricul- 
tural and  navisating  interests  of  the  country. 
Its  importance  nas  beeo  rapidly  increasing  for 
a  nomber  of  years.  To  the  middle  or  grain- 
growing  States,  this  commerce  is  almost  indis- 
pensable. The  a^regate  value  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  ana 
manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  exported  an- 
nually to  that  island,  now  exceeds  three  million 
and  a  half  of  dollus.  Of  this  amount,  more 
tha?  the  one-third  coosists  of  the  two  articles 
of  pork  and  flour.  The  chief  of  the  other  pro- 
ducts of  domeetio  origin  are  fish,  fish-oil,  ^r- 
maceti  candles,  timber,  beef;  batter,  and  chceee, 
rice,  tallow  caudles,  and  soap.  Our  principal 
importe  from  that  island  are,  cofi'ee,  sugar,  and 
molasses,  articles  which  may  almost  be  consid- 
ered necesBaries  of  life.  The  whole  amonnt  of 
our  exports  to  it,  foreign  and  domestic,  is 
nearly  six  millions,  and  our  imports  nearly  eight 
miUious  of  dollars.  The  articles  which  consti- 
tute the  medium  of  this  commerce,  are  both 
bulky  and  ponderous,  and  their  transportatim 
employs  a  large  portion  of  onr  foreign  tonnage. 
More  than  the  one-seventh  of  the  whole  ton* 
nage,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  which  entered 
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the  ports  of  the  TToited  Stotet,  during  the  year 
ending  the  Iwt  da;  of  September,  IBS^  came 
from  Onba;  and  but  little  less  tliaa  that  pro- 
portion of  the  tonnage  emplojed  in  oar  export 
trade,  sailed  for  that  island.  Its  commerce  la, 
at  present,  more  valuable  to  the  United  States 
thrill  that  of  oil  the  Bonlhem  Repablica  united. 
How,  then,  can  the  American  people  ever  agree 
that  this  idand  shall  be  invaded  hj  Odombia 
and  Mexico,  and  paas  nnder  thmr  dominion  t 
Ought  we  not  to  avert  its  impendbg  fate,  if 
BOKmhle?  The  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  Mex~ 
ICO  and  Colombia  will  produce,  in  abundance, 
nearljr  all  the  articles  with  which  we  now  aupnly 
Caba.  If  it  ahonld  bo  revolutionized  and  be- 
come an  integral  ^lart  of  either  of  these  Bepnb- 
lics,  the  fate  of  this  portion  of  oor  trade  would 
at  once  be  sealed.  Disguise  the  fact  as  we 
may,  Uexico  is  destined  to  become  our  rival. 
She  alresd;  feels  it  and  knows  iL  She  already 
looks  to  war  between  ne  and  the  soutbem  Re- 
publics. When  our  Minister  UAi  her  Plenipo- 
tentiaries that  the  power  she  desired  to  pre- 
serve of  granting  privileges  to  the  sonthem 
Bepnblics  which  ahe  wiuied  to  deny  to  us, 
would  be  uaeleis  to  her  on  account  of  our  ex- 
istmg  treaties  with  them,  they  hastily  remarked, 
that  war  would  dissolve  all  treaties.  Shall  we:, 
then,  stand  with  our  arms  folded,  and  see  this 
island  pass  into  her  possession  T  Shall  we  rest 
contented  with  having  advised  a  simple  snspen- 
irion  of  its  invonon  merely  with  a  view  to  the 
benefit  of  those  Bepnblics  t 

Important  as  this  island  may  be  to  ub  in  a 
Goumiercis],  it  is  still  more  important  in  a  po- 
litical view.  From  its  position,  it  commands 
tiie  entrance  of  the  Gulfs,  both  of  Mexico  and 
Florida.  The  report  of  our  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  trnly  says,  "  that  the  Moro  may 
be  regarded  a*  a  fortress  at  the  month  of  the 
Misnasipiri."  Any  power  in  possession  of  this 
island,  even  with  a  small  naval  force,  ooold 
bermedcally  seal  the  month  of  the  Mis^snppi. 
Thus,  the  vast  agricultural  productions  of  that 
TiUley,  which  is  druned  by  tbe  father  of  rivers, 
might  be  deprived  of  the  channel  which  ntUnre 
intended  for  their  passage.  A  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  one  of  whose  Repre- 
sentatives I  am,  find  their  way  to  market  by 
the  Misaiseippi.  For  this  reason  I  feel  particu- 
larly interested  in  this  part  of  the  subject.  ,  The 
great  law  of  self-preservation,  which  is  equally 
binding  on  individnals  and  natiooa,  commands 
us,  if  we  cannot  obtain  possession  of  this  island 
ourselves,  not  to  snfTer  it  to  pass  from  Spain, 
under  whose  dominion  it  will  be  harmless. 
Ajid  vet  our  Gkivemment  have  never  even  pro- 
tesl«a  against  ita  invadon  by  Mexico  and  Co- 
lombia. 

There  is  still  another  view  of  the  snbject  in 
relation  to  this  island,  which  demands  particu- 
lar attention.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  look  at 
the  apectacle  which  it  will  probably  present,  in 
case  Mexico  and  Colombia  sbonld  attempt  to 
revolationiie  it.  Have  they  not  always  maroh- 
ad  under  ttna  standard  of  anivcnal  emaadpa- 


tioni  Have  they  not  always  conquered  by 
proclwmiug  liberty  to  the  slave!  In  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  island  what  will  be  the 
irobable  oonseqnenoe!  A  servile  war,  which, 
n  every  age,  has  been  the  most  barbaroua  and 
destructive ;  and  which  spares  neither  age  nor 
sex.  Revenge,  urged  on  by  cruelty  and  igno- 
rance, would  desolate  the  land.  The  dre*dfdl 
soeneaof  St-Dmningowooldagain  be  presented 
to  onr  view,  and  would  again  be  acted  almost 
within  ught  of  onr  own  shores.  Cuba  wonld 
be  a  vast  maoanne  in  thevidnity  of  the  south- 
em  States,  whose  ex|doricHi would  bedangerous 
to  their  trnnqnillity  and  peace. 

Permit  me  here,  Mr,  Ch^nnan,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  apeak  upon  a  snljject,  to  which  I  have 
never  before  adverted  to  upon  this  door,  and  to 
which,  I  trust;  I  may  never  ag«in  have  oecauon 
to  advert  I  mean  the  snbject  of  slavery.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  great  political  and  a  great  mwal 
evil.  I  thank  Qod,  my  lot  has  been  cast  in  a 
Btat«  where  it  does  not  exist  But  while  I 
entertun  tliese  opinions,  I  know  it  is  on  evil  at 
present  without  a  remedy.  It  has  been  a  onrss 
entailed  upon  us  by  that  nation  which  now 
makes  it  a  subject  of  reproach  to  onr  institu- 
tions. It  is,  however,  one  of  those  moral  evili^ 
from  which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  esc^M^ 
without  the  introdoction  of  evils  infinitely 
greater.  There  are  portions  of  this  Union,  in 
which,  if  you  emandpote  your  alaves,  they  will 
become  masters.  There  can  be  no  middle 
course.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  Union,  who 
could,  for  one  moment,  indulge  the  horrid  idea 
of  abolishing  slavery,  by  the  massacre  of  the 
high-minded  and  the  chivalroos  race  of  men 
in  the  South  t  I  trust  there  is  not  one.  For 
my  own  part,  I  would,  without  hemtatjoo, 
buckle  on  my  knapsack,  and  march  in  company 
with  my  {Head  from  Mossochtuetts  (Mr.  £vbi- 
ctt)  in  defence  of  their  conse, 

I  am  williug  to  oondder  slavery  as  a  queatitB 
entirely  dome■^o,  and  leave  it  to  those  States 
in  which  it  exiris.  The  Gonstitntion  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  my  rule  of  conduct  uptm 
this  sutject  I  have  good  reason  to  believe^ 
that  the  honest,  bnt  miidAken  attempts  of  pM- 
lantbropists,  have  done  mncb  Injnry  to  the 
slaves  themselres.  These  attempts  generally 
reach  the  ears  of  the  slave,  and  wnilst  they  In- 
spire him  with  false  hopes  of  liberty,  and  thus 
moke  him  disobedient,  and  discontented  with 
his  condition,  they  compel  the  master  to  use 
more  severity  than  would  otherwise  have  beoi 


I  think  I  have  shown  we  are  deeply  inter- 
ested In  every  thing  which  regards  the  fbte  of 
Cuba.  I  do,  therefore,  most  sincerely  reioice 
that  the  President  has  recently  changed  his 

Klioy  concerning  that  Idand.  He  nai,  at 
igtii,  come  forward  like  a  statesman,  and  with 
true  magnanimity  has  corrected  those  erron 
into  which  he  had  previously  fallen.  In  bli 
late  Message  to  the  Honse,  we  hear  no  more  tt 
requesting  Colombia  and  Uexioo  to  niq»caS 
th«r  invasion,  till  thapleootmof  Bpainoanl* 
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known ;  bnt  he  haa  told 
the  Googresa  of  Panama, ' 
erenoe  to  this  interest  will  be  to  preserve  the 
existing  state  of  thiaga,  the  tranqaillitj  of  the 
Iriands,  and  the  peace  and  aecmity  of  tbw  in- 
babitaDt&"  This  declaration  ia  tiie  alroDseat 
argmneut  that  eonld  be  urged,  to  my  mind,  in 
fitvor  of  the  miaraon. 

Mr.  Wnvie  said:  I  oanaaj,Mr.  Cltairman,  in 
perftct  aiDoerity  and  singleness  of  heart,  tha!t  I 
iuve  given  to  this  sa^eot  all  that  refleotion 
vhioh  its  grave  and  important  obaraoter 
demands:  the  more  so,  indeed,  as  there  are  tluse^ 
wboav  judgment  «nd  fbt«oast  I  hold  In  the 
highest  respect,  found  in  opposition  to  the  m«a*- 
nre.  Bat  after  listeaing  moot  attenttTdy  to  all 
that  has  been  sdid,  and  after  vd^ng  moat 
deliberatelr  in  nij  mind  all  the  reasons  for  and 
■SBinat  it,  I  can  arrive  at  no  other  conoliuion 
l£nn  that  this  conntry  shonld  be  represented  in 
the  pn^Kned  conferences  at  Panama. 

It  baa  fteqnently  and  Jiutly  been  remarked, 
Id  the  course  of  the  deb«t«,  that  this  question 
haa  ezcJIed  a  deep  and  lively  intereet,  not  only 
herc^  where  it  is  to  tw  deciaed,  bat  throngbont 
the  nation,  whose  Btt«ntioa  la  fixed  npon  it. 
It  would  Indeed  be  eilraor^narf,  had  it  been 
Kgnrded  In  any  other li^t  than  as  apropodtion 
of  high  importance  to  the  welfore  of  this  oonn- 
by,  and  aa  intimately  connected  with  the  pre- 
servation and  extension  of  the  principles  on 
which  our  political  iustitations  are  fonnded. 
The  prosperity  and  power  which  this  great 
Confederated  Repablic  has  attained,  has  demon- 
•trat«d  to  die  world,  that  a  free  Oovemment, 
emanating  directly  from  the  people,  and  having 
for  its  objeet  their  peace,  hsppinesa,  and  secarity 
done,  is  not  an  ideal  scneme  of  vi8i<Hiary 
cntbnaiasta.  It  Is  here  shown  to  be  a  sober 
reality — a  substantial  permanent  good,  enjoyed 
■nd  acknowledged  by  every  one  within  the 
sphere  of   its  opention,  and  the  moral  and 

eitica]  infinenoe  of  wMch  has  extended  for 
■ond  onr  borders. 

Stimnlated  by  the  practical  example  which 
Ais  Government  of  eqnal  rights  and  eqnal  laws 
ftamishes  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the 
people  of  the  soatbem  portion  of  oar  herai- 
qihere  have  broken  the  chains  which  bonnd 
uein  to  the  car  of  a  despot^  aod,  like  the 
fanmortal  founders  of  oar  own  Bepubfio,  throw- 
ing off  a  state  of  colonial  vassaltwe,  by  their 
taint  oonndla,  arms,  and  efibrta,  fighting  side 
Dj  ride,  throDgb  a  long  and  bloody  war,  they 
have  achieved  thetr  general  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence^ This  second  revolation  npon  the 
American  OonUnent  has  bronght  into  existence 
eight  sovereign  and  independent  States.  The 
fincenesg  oT  the  straggle  which  has  given . 
them  **  their  separate  aim  equal  station  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth"  being  over,  their 
attention  is  now  aniioosly  directed  to  the 
object  of  securing  and  expanding,  by  inter- 
national sttpnlations  and  contentions,  the  in- 
wthnable  blt.-ssings  for  which  they  nave  so 
freely  expended  iMr  Uood  and  treaanre.    For 


this  purpose  their  diplomatio  agents  are  evea 
now  aaeembled  in  cotmoil— and  in  these  impor- 
tant deliberations  we  are  invited  to  pardciMt^ 
aa  a  people  of  kindred  interests  and  feeling 
who  have  sympathized  with  them  in  adversity, 
r^oiced  in  prosperity,  promptly  acknowledged 
the  iodepeodenoe  which  they  have  establislMd. 
and  trom  whom  are  derived  their  notions  of 
political  and  civil  liberty.  Bhall  we  accept  or 
shall  we  r^eot  an  invitatitm,  growing  oat  of  sacb 
events,  having  fbr  Its  ottjoot  the  attainment  of 
BDcb  ends,  and  given  in  a  spirit  <tf  frankness  and 
fnendslup  t — ia  aow  the  qaeetion  to  be  decided. 
And  what,  rir,  are  the  oDjeotioDs  tiraed  a^inat 
it  I 

It  la  said  that  the  objects  of  this  Ooi^reM 
are  imperfectly  known,  and  its  powers  indie- 
tinctly  defined.  To  this  I  answer,  that  enoa^ 
is  known  of  the  objects  for  which  it  is  held,  to 
show,  or  at  any  rate  to  satisfy  mc^  that,  in 
many  of  them,  we  hare  a  direct  and  deep 
interast,  and  that  it  is  highly  important  for  os 
to  be  there  by  onr  Representatives.  As  to  ite 
powers,  it  oannot  be  material  for  us  to  know 
more  than  has  already  been  spread  before  aa, 
on  that  head.  We  know  that  thoee  by  whom 
we  are  invited  will  have  power  to  confer  and 
adjust  with  UH  matters  of  mntaal  interest. 
Beyond  tlist,  it  is  nnneoessary  to  extend  oar 
inquiries :  for,  however  oomprehen^ve  may  t>e 
the  powers  of  those  who  are  to  represent  the 
Bepnblice  of  the  Boathem  OontJnent,  we  Icnow 
that  the  powers  of  those  who  represent  na. 
mnst  depend  upon  the  peculiar  straoture  and 
oiganiration  of  onr  own  Qovemment.  They 
can  be  nothing  more  than  diplomatic  agents. 

Bnt  it  is  said  that  it  may  violate  or  eadanger 
onr  nentrality.  To  this  I  answer,  that  the 
mere  act  of  sending  diplomatio  agents  there, 
is  no  more  a  violadon  of  onr  neutrality,  than 
&a  sending  them  to  any  twlligerent  power — 
and  the  risk  of  its  being  violated  by  any  aota 
done  by  onr  agents  in  this  Oongrese,  is  the 
same,  and  no  greater,  than  that  it  wiU  be 
violated  through  the  mediimi  of  our  Hinistera 
now  readent  at  those  Sonth  American  Ghivem- 
ments.  In  addition  to  this,  we  know  that  those 
who  Invite  ns  do  not  expeot  ns  to  psrtioipate  in 
the  discussion  of  any  measore  that  might  affect 
onr  neatralit;,  and  the  EieoatiYe  expressly  dia- 
avows  an^  idea  of  doing  so. 

But,  it  IS  said  that,  by  means  of  this  mission, 
on  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  may  be 
ooncladed  between  as  and  some  one,  or  u.\  of 
these  Oonfederated  Repnblice;  snd  it  is  npon 
this  danger  that  my  colleagae  bos  dwelt  with 
peculiar  emphads. 

I  answer,  as  before,  that  there  is  no  greater 
risk  of  Euoh  a  step  being  taken  through  the 
mediam  of  tliis  misrion,  than  throagh  the 
mediam  of  our  Ministers  already  in  Bonth 
America.  The  miseion  is  not  necessery  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  accomplish  tiiat  object, 
if  he  be  desirous  of  doing  it.  The  poww  is 
slready  in  his  hands,  and  has  been  ever  nnoe 
we  reoogniaed  the  indq>endHioe  of  those  Gov- 
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ernments,  and  bj  oar  ApproprinliuDS  oonourred 
with  the  Ezeontlve  aod  tbe  8eiiM«,  in  iending 
Envois  ExtrBordinarj  and  Minister*  Pienipo- 
tenliary  to  tbem.  Against  the  oonsnmmation 
of  Giiob  m  polio;,  if  we  snppone  tbe  disposition 
to  pursoe  it  exiata  on  tbe  part  of  the  EzaontiTe, 
we  mnat  in  this,  aa  m  every  other  case,  rely 
□poD  the  obeok  which  the  oonBtitation  haa  pro- 
vided, in  the  sober  viewB  and  ripe  coDDeils  of 
the  Senate;  or,  failing  in  onr  confidenoe  there 
also,  we  muet  retain  the  power  entirely  in  our 
own  hAds,  by  reftidDg  tbe  sppropriatioD. 
Bnt,  what  reason  is  there  to  apprehend  that 
the  Exeontive  will  attempt  elicb  a  meMOre? 
Does  he  not  know  the  feelinss  and  tbe  views 
of  the  people  on  suoh  qnestiona,  and  that  it  is 
with  them  a  principle  aiinost  tu  well  established 
as  any  article  in  our  oonatitntion,  that,  while 
we  raaintain  "peace,  oonunerce,  and  honest 
friendship,  with  all  nations,"  we  wiU  bave 
" entangline  allianoes  with  none?"  iJooe  he 
not  know  that  he  would  not  be  snatained  in  a 
different  ooarse  by  the  general  voice  of  the 

Enblio  oounoils  of  this  nation  t  If  I  wer«  bis 
itterest  enemy  I  conid  not  wish  him  to  take  a 
step  more  saicidal  as  regards  bis  public  career. 

It  is  alleged,  however,  that  even  this  kind  of 
confidence  is  not  to  be  reposed,  heoanse  the 
Executive  intimates  an  opinion  tbat  it  may  be 
desirable  to  Lave  a  mntnal  stipulation  between 
this  country  and  the  BepnblioB  of  South  Amer- 
ica, inhibiting  tlie  colonization  of  either  oonti- 
nent  by  European  powers ;  and  Ijeeaose  the  cel- 
ebrated declaration  in  the  Esecntjve  message 
)n  1828,  in  relation  to  an  interference  in  the 
straggle  between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  by  any 
European  Govemmeat,  is  now  recognized  as  a 
pledge  to  defend  them  in  such  an  event.  Upon 
the  first  point  I  apprehend  no  danger :  the 
Importance  of  sncb  a  sCipnlation  from  those 
Governments,  gentlemen  will  eitlmatfl  for  them- 
selves. I  deem  it  of  minor  oonsideradon,  as 
compared  with  other  matters ;  bnt  it  may  have 
a  value  twyond  what,  on  slight  examination, 
we  are  dixposed  to  give  to  it.  Itconld  prodnoe 
no  evil,  however,  if  confined  within  the  limit 
indicated  hj  the  Exeoative  Message,  namely, 
for  each  party  to  mwntain  tbe  principle  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory.  Bnt  this,  tbe 
gentleman  from  Eentncky  (Mr.  Wicklitfx)  re- 
garded as  a  degradation  to  onrselves.  What! 
etipnlate,  he  asks,  with  foreign  powers,  that  we 
will  preserve  tbe  integrity  of  our  own  soil  ? 
Sir,  tcis  is  not  treating  tbe  qaeet^on  fiiiriy.  It 
ia  not  proposed  to  go  abroad  to  gather  strength, 
or  create  inducements  to  defend  onr  own  soil. 
llie  colonization  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of 
North  America,  within  onr  territorial  limits,  by 
any  Government,  never  will  be  permitted,  so 
long  as  this  Bepnblic  retains  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  stipulation,  therefore,  would  bind 
ns  to  no  ooarse  other  than  that  to  which  oar 
feelings  and  our  policy  would  prompt  na,  inde- 
pendent of  it.  Bnt  it  would  be  tbe  means  by 
which  we  ^ould  obt^n  the  security,  so  far  as 
iat«nurtd<xial  stipolstiou  oan  give  !^  that  no 


ithem 
otherwise, 
Inropean  powers,  who  might  prove  to  be 
troublesome  and  mischievous  neighbors  to  both 
of  ns.  In  relation  to  tbe  odebrated  declwation 
contained  in  tbe  Messageof  Mr.  Monroe,!  hav« 
bat  a  single  remark  to  make :  I  say,  with  tb% 
gentleman  from  Eentuoky,  ^Mr.  Johnsoh,)  who 
addressed  as  a  few  days  sinoe  on  this  point, 
that  I  am  not  willing  to  retrace  our  atepi,  or  to 
l&ke  one  partiole  from  the  Jnst  weight  aitd  wm- 
rideration  tbat  was  ^ven  to  it,  both  by  this 
Hoaseandthisnationatthetimeitwasmade.  It 
has  oooomjriiBhed  its  ^nrpoae ;  tbe  danger  which 
induced,  or  which  might  he  conndered  as  inci- 
dent to  the  asBumptiou  and  promulgation  of  tbat 
Bie  on  the  part  of  tMs  Gtoveroment,  hu 
away.  It  hound  ns  not,  as  we  all  know, 
,  treaty  stipulation,  to  the  Republics  of 
South  America,  to  take  np  onns  in  their  cause. 
It  was  in  the  face  of  the  world  an  assertion  of 
onr  own  great  interests,  wbiofa,  however,  could 
not  bnt  operate  beneficially  for  them.  It  was 
a  position  to  be  munt^ned  by  us  in  the  bnt 
manner  we  oonld^  omrist«ntly  witli  other  great 
and  leading  oonaiderationa  in  the  policy  of  the 
country.  From  it  we  cannot,  and  ought  not  to 
raoede ;  and  whilst  I  concur  with  gentlemen  in 
saying  that  I  would  not  enter  into  any  compaot 
or  stipnlation  with  these  Bepublics,  which 
would  change  onr  present  position  as  free 
agents  in  this  matter,  still,  1  maintain  that, 
shonld  the  despotic  Governments  of  Europe  as- 
some  the  attitude  agunst  whicb  this  protest  ^ 
lAu  nation  was  made,  (of  which,  iiowever, 
there  is  now,  hi^tpily,  no  fear,)  it  would  be  a 
most  grave  and  solemj)  qnestion  what  our  own 
interests  and  oar  duty  would  require  of  us  in 
such  a  aroaade  agdnat  free  Bepresentative  Gov- 
enunent.  Every  man  in  tliis  nation  would  fed 
that  an  enemy  to  its  peace  and  its  liberie  wis 
at  onr  very  door,  waging  war  upon  ua,  by  fwci- 
bly  assuling  the  principles  which  lie  at  the 
fonndation  of  our  political  institutions. 

1  have,  than,  air,  noticed  the  objections  which 
have  bW  urged  against  the  mission — with 
what  effect  th«  committee  will  judge.  It  would 
be  ncpardonable  in  me  to  detain  the  committee 
by  pas^ng  Mriatim  throngh  tbe  several  con- 
eidwations  vhioh  have  been,  or  may  be  urged 
infaVorof  it:  beconse  they  are  distinctly  set 
forth  in  the  Execative  pajwrs  on  our  table,  and 
are  again  brought  perspicuously  in  review  he- 
fore  us  by  the  report  (tf  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affiuis ;  all  of  which,  I  doubt  not,  have 
been  read  by  every  member  of  this  committee, 
under  the  impulse  of  tbat  intense  interest  wliich 
tbe  subject  has  excitod.  .  There  is  one  point  to 
which,  however,  I  most  ooll  the  attention  of 
tbe  committee  for  a  few  minutes :  it  is  the  (ate 
of  the  island  of  Oaba,  aa  oonnected  with  Ihit 
qnestion. 

I  listened,  Mr.  Ohalnoan,  with  tbe  most  pro- 
found attention  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
OaroUna,  (Mr.  Hahiltok,^  to  ascertua,  if  po>- 
nUe,  what  hia  views  raaUf  are  aa  to  the  pdiof 


;.C00^^|C 


1>KBATS8  OF  0ONOBS8S. 


^leae.] 


to  be  pnTBaed  bj  this  Gorerament  in  RilAtion 
to  tlm  ialaod.  But  I  was  not  aU«  to  tn&rfhim 
bis  remarkB,  what  measures  be  would  pnrene^ 
if  the  wbole  power  (tf  tite  Oovmunent,  in  Qdt 
ptrticnlar,  were  Tested  in  him.  It  isappsreat, 
Itowever,  ttiat  neither  be  uor  mj  oolleagne  la 
satisfied  with  the  at«pe  whloh,  mim  the  doca- 
meots  before  na,  it  appears  that  the  Govem- 
ment  has  taken,  or  wiui  those  which  it  jet  pro- 
powB  to  take.  Thej  are  dissatisfied  with  and 
eoDdenm  tbinga  as  thej  now  find  them — that  we 
could  an  g^iher  from  their  reraarhB ;  but  thej 
do  not  oome  forward  and  tell  na  what  the; 
think  wonid  place  ns  in  a  bett«r  aitoation. 
Whilst  they  abstain  from  doing  so,  thej  will 
both  be  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  qnes- 
tiim  is  ons  of  extrrane  delloacf  and  difficoltj. 
We  shootd  sot  form  and  express  a  bas^  opin- 
ion apon  the  subject,  as  presantad  hj  tb«  doo- 
mnents  upon  our  table,  for  it  is  t«It  posrible- 
that  tbej  may  give  os  bnt  a  partial  view  of  the 
groQud.  There  may  be  negoliatiotia  praidlng 
■t  thin  moment  in  relation  to  Cuba,  about 
which  we  know  nothiiiR — about  which  the  Gi- 
ceutiTe,  under  the  qualified  caH  made  upon  bim 
lias  deemed  it  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest  to  eoimnnnicate  with  ns,  and  about 
which  wo  ought  not  to  seek  to  be  informed, 
BBce  it  might  be  the  means  of  defeating  the 
rerj  object  tor  which  sachn^t4ations  maj  have 
been  instituted,  'fake,  for  example,  the  case 
of  a  proposed  cession  of  the  island  of  Onl>a,  bj 
^lain,  to  some  other  European  power.  Such 
an  event  would  arouse  the  viKilanee  of  the 
GoTemment,  and,  undonbtedt;,  lead  to  impor- 
tant diplomatio  oommunicatioufl  with  Spain, 
snd,  perhapo,  with  other  European  Oonrts  also. 
Such  an  emergencT'  may  hare  happened,  and 
in  consequenoe  of  it,  the  EiecutiTe  may  have 
taken  each  meaaures,  or  assumed  suoh  language 
■id  attitude,  as,  if  diaclosed,  would  meet  our 
approbation ;  but  at  the  same  time,  the  pub- 
iKttj  of  tbem  might  be  the  most  effectual 
method  of  preventing  all  the  beneficial  results 
otherwise  to  be  attained  by  them.  Bo,  also,  to 
the  Republics  of  South  America,  oar  language 
taaj  have  been  of  a  much  stronger  and  more 
de<^dad  character  than  that  which  has  met  the 
poblic  eye  in  these  documents. 

I  agree  with  mj  colleague,  (Mr.  BnoBAXur,) 
that  tl>e  uhimatA  deeldn  j  of  Cuba  Is  of  vast  im- 
portance to  ns,  in  more  respects  than  one.  It 
eonunanda  the  only  outlet  of  the  Western  States 
to  the  Ocean,  lies  in  the  track  of  our  commerce 
m  the  aeaboard,  and,  in  the  hands  of  any  En- 
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industry  of  our  countr;  in  all  its  branches. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  to  prevent  such  an 
ctQ,  is  another  most  grave  and  solemn  question, 
wtiioh,  however,  we  are  not  now  called  upon 
to  decide.  If  we  were,  I,  for  one,  should  be 
p«pflired  to  say,  that  this  notion  ought  not  to 
see  that  island  pass  from  the  dominion  of  Spain 
to  that  of  any  European  Oovemment  whatever. 
Vof.  IX^IO 


But,  aside  from  commercial  oonsideraUona,  Ita 
intimate  connection  with  our  interests  in  an- 
other point  of  view,  should  carry  ns  to  Pan- 
There  are  interests,  sb,  in  this  Union,  south 
of  a  oert^n  line,  often  mentioned  in  thia  House, 
in  relation  to  which  I  shall  make  it  a  rule  not 
to  speak,  unless  when  they  be  pressed  upon  me 
by  those  more  intimately  oonneoted  witn  thrau 
than  I  am.  I  am  willing  to  leave  tbem  with 
those  who,  from  their  locality,  must  underatand 
them  better,  and  feel  the  prcMure  of  them  mora 
strongly  than  I  do.  But,  if  they  would  be 
guided  by  my  counsel,  they  would  avoid  th« 
mention,  or,  at  any  rat«^  the  public  discussion 
<^  them,  unless  when  the  most  imperious  ne- 
oeaslty  may  require  it.  If  there  be  an  evil  so 
fearful  and  appalling  as  they  represent,  in  the 
boa<Hn  <tf  tiie  Southern  Btatea  of  this  Union,  it 
is  mndi  more  Ukdy  to  be  aggravated  and  hast- 
ened to  a  crisis,  than  alienated  and  checked, 
by  frequent  reenrrenoe  to  it  in  this  House. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  bands,  however,  that  the 
invasion  of  Ouba  by  the  Bepublican  armies  of 
Sontb  America,  under  the  banner  of  utdversal 
emancipation,  might  be  productive  of  the  moat 
deplwable  conaequencee  by  its  influence  -and 
operation  on  those  interests.  If  so,  I  cannot 
but  express  my  surprise,  that  any  gentleman 
from  the  South  should  be  arrayed  against  the 
mission.  Nevertheless,  the  genUeman  from 
South  Carolina  has  told  us,  that  Onba  is  Ilia 
stalking  horse  on  which  this  misrion  waa  to 
ride  through  this  Bouse. 

Sir,  who  was  it  that  first,  in  this  House,  con- 
nected Ouba  with  the  mission!  Was  it  not  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia  I  (Mr.  Flotd,)  who, 
I  am  sorry  to  hear,  is  now  detained  from  it  by 
indisposition.  Did  be  not  warn  us,  and  have 
not  otlier  gentiemeu  soutii  of  the  line  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  warned  us,  of  the  desolation  and 
horrors  of  a  servile  war  t  And,  if  there  lie  thia 
danger,  shall  we  sit  down  in  apathy,  fold  our 
arms,  and  w^t  till  Ihe  whirlvrind  has  overtaktu 
nat  Or,  shall  we  be  up  and  doing,  while  op- 
portunity isleft  tonaf  Shall  wemeet  thisdan- 
ger,  look  it  full  in  the  face,  as  becomes  ns,  and 
provide  against  it  as  we  beet  can  t  Surely,  sir, 
there  is  no  reason  to  pause,  and  hesitate  in  onr 
course.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  every  mo- 
tive for  prompt  action.  If  the  invaerion  of  this 
island,  by  the  southern  Republics,  be  a  matter 
of  such  (ul-apeaking  importance  to  us,  shall  we 
absent  ourselves  from  the  spot  where  we  can 
most  effectually  interpose  to  prevent  it!  Shall 
we  not  go  where  the  effort  is  to  be  made,  or 
shall  we  not  make  the  effort  at  alii  Hith- 
ero  we  have  succeeded  in  arrsstiug  the  measure 
by  timely  intercession.  But  affairs  are  now 
Pairing  to  a  crisis.  Spain  is  driven  from  the 
oontineut;  butshestillchooses  warrather  than 
peace.  The  new  Republics  will  not  maintain 
fleets  and  armies  in  idleness.  They  will  seek 
their  enemy  where  be  is  to  be  found ;  and  the 
very  countul  to  which  they  have  invited  us,  la 
to  dedde  upon  the  fate  of  thia  island,  ao  m»- 
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mentoiis  In  iU  ooiueqneDoes  to  oa.  Yet  we 
lieeitata  whether  we  shall  ouoe  more  mtarpoBe, 
at  the  otdj  place,  and  in  the  onlj  nuumer,  in 
which  it  can  be  done,  to  prevent  the  conaom- 
mation  so  mnoh  dreaded.  Aaaoredl;,  air,  if 
santlemea  apprehend  the  «ons«qnenoee  which 
have  b«en  predicted,  they  ahonldhul  thia  mis- 
■ion  as  the  beat,  if  not  the  only  meaiu,  of  pre- 
vm^ngthein. 
The  HpQse  a^jonmed. 

'WsMTtBDAT,  April  19. 
Flcrida  /nitoiu. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida 
Indians  was  read  a  third  time,  in  Ute  following 
words: 

"  A  Inll  for  Uie  relief  of  the  Floiida  Indiuis. 

"BtUemuttd,  ^  That  th«  anm  of  twenty  thov 
nod  dollan  be,  and  the  aaioe  ia  hereby  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaauiy,  not  othenriae 
^propriated,  to  be  evaded  nnder  tlie  dii«otioiu 
of  tbe  Preudeot,  in  affording  tiurt«iMiice  to  the  Buf- 
fering Florida  Indiana." 

Ur.  Srawanr  a^d,  thongfa  he  mi(^t  ataod 
•lone,  he  rose  to  sak  the  ajea  and  naja  on  the 
purage  of  this  bill.  Upon  mature  refleotion, 
lie  waa  satisfied  that  this  hill  not  onlj  involved 


can  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  they  oan 
appropriate  for  any  oli^eot  whatever.  There 
lemained  no  oonstltational  limitation  on  thia 
power.  Thongh  hia  viewa  were  thought  to  be 
too  libwal  on  thia  aal^eot,  yet  he  was  not.pre- 
pared  to  go  the  extent  of  thia  biU.  From  the 
vote  yeatu^y  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  bill 
wonld  pass  almost  nnanimonaly,  yet  he  wiahed 
the  vote  recorded,  and  tbe  qneetion  aettied; 
and,  therefore,  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  naya. 

tiie  Honae  sustained  tbe  edl,  and  the  yeas 
and  ni^B  being  taken,  were— yeaa,  140 ;  naya,  7. 

Bo  the  bill  waa  passed,  and  aeot  to  the  Sen- 
ate fi»?  ooncnnwioe. 

ISmum  to  PofUHno. 

The  Honse  having  again  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relationa,  approving  the  mission  to  Fana- 
ins.  with  the  amendments  proposing  a  qualifi- 
oaJion  to  (be  general  expr«uion  of  ^>probation 
thereof— 

Hr.  LrvmaeioN  addressed  the  otnnmittee  as 
fi^ows; 

The  first  oliijeet  fbr  diacnasion  that  presents 
itaeLf^  b  the  constitutional  power  of  the  House 
to  grant  or  refuse  the  appropriation.  This  part 
of  the  Hnbjeot  waa  pressed  npon  my  oonmdora- 
tion  about  SO  years  ago,  when  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  thia  Honse.  I  then  formed 
opinions  whidt  have  been  confirmed  by  subse- 
quent refie«tian,  and  which  establish  distinc- 
taona  in  tbe  ri^t  to  the  exercise  of  thia  power; 
an  inattention  to  which,  has  caused  much  of  tbe 
oonfttsion  and  difiereooe  of  opinion  that  boa 
tinoe  oocnrred.    These  diatinotiona  are  dearly 


other^  as  definitely  as  they  are  marked  an  my 
own,  I  think  onr  oonrse  of  conduct,  on  this  oc- 
casion, will  be  free  from  oonstitational  difficol- 
oidinary  oasea^  such  as  providing  the 


erationa  i^  Government,  although  the  House 


extreme  oases  only ;  and,  therefore,  it  can  be 
provided  for  by  no  mlea,  and  can  scarcely  be 
admitted  in  argument  among  the  legal  powers 
of  the  House.  Tet,  a  case  may  be  imagined,  in 
which  it  might  become  necessary  to  stop  the 
progress  of  tbe  GoverameDt,  in  its  Execntive 
branches ;  but  thia  remedy  would  amonnt  to  a 
temporary  dissolution  of  the  Government,  by 
tbe  derangement  of  its  parU.  In  the  ordinaiy 
cases,  then,  which  I  have  described,  I  think  wa 
may  safely  come  to  this  umclusion :  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  House  of  Representativea,  in 
Uie  exercise  of  their  share  of  legislative  fune- 
tions,  provide  for  the  payment  of  oil  ofBcers^ 
legally  appointed,  and  other  expenses  previous- 
ly anthorized,  or  necessary  for  carryins  on  the 
usual  operations  of  Government ;  of  which  ne- 
cessity, when  not  previously  authorized,  tbey 
are  the  proper  Judges.  To  exemplify  this  part 
of  the  rule — where  an  army  has  been  raised,  and 
the  pay  of  the  ofBcers  and  men  fixed  by  law, 
there  is  a  duty  to  ^propriate  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay  them ;  yet^  if  that  army  enter- 
tained projects  iiynrions  to  the  peace  or  liber^ 
of  Ihe  country,  which  coold  be  defeated  by 
withholding  uie  pay,  the  case  of  neceedW 
would  have  arisen,  and  the  power  might  and 
ought  to  be  exercised.  Again,  if  the  army  da 
their  duty,  and  expenses  are  incurrei  in  the 
oonrse  of  their  operation,  not  provided  for  by 
law,  the  Honse  may  appropriate  or  not,  as  Uiey 
think  the  expenses  proper  or  eztravsgaot. 
Here  their  discretion  is  subject  only  to  tbe  ob- 
ligation of  its  Just  and  equitable  exercise,  and 
they  are  not  bouod  (as  in  the  case  of  tbe  pro- 
vision for  a  salary  previously  fixed  by  law)  Ic 
appropriate,  without  couMderatior  whether  the 
salary  were  extravagant. 

In  the  relation  of  this  power  of  appropria- 
tion to  the  treaty-making  power,  there  ia  an- 
other distinction.  With  respect  to  treaties 
already  mode,  a  wider  range  is  ^ven  to  our 
discretion.  Shonld  a  treaty  contam  any  stipu- 
lation reqnirioe  the  exercise  of  any  of  those 
powers  eipres^  vested  io  this  House,  sncb  as 
the  regulation  of  commerce ;  any  agreement 
oSecting  our  neutrality,  and  leading  directly  to 
a  necessity  of  chan^g  it  into  a  state  of  war ; 
the  raising  a  subsidy ;  the  taking  off  or  impos- 
ing a  dnty ;  in  any  of  these  oosea,  the  question 
of  expediency  presents  itself  to  the  Honse,  un- 
fettered by  any  other  consideration  than  the 
inconvenience  that  would  result  from  tbe  meas- 
ure. It  is  an  open  question,  on  which  they 
must  decide  according  to  their  own  JndgmeiUi 
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■ad  no  natioQ  making  an^  enob  stipnlatioD, 
woold  have  a  rigbt  to  oompIaiD  if  it  were  not 
caiTi«d  into  effect ;  becaoee,  by  reading  onr 
eonatitntiot],  the;'  wonld  see  that  iH  those  mb- 
VectB  are  completelj  nnder  the  control  of  the 
HtHue.  When  no  etipolatlon  of  thia  kind  is 
eoDtained  in  the  treatj,  it  ia  a  law,  independent 
of  anj  act  of  the  Honse.  I  do  not  mean  to 
lay,  even  in  the  first  oaMi  of  a  itipidation  on 
■ny  of  the  nl^eota  of  nhit^  the  regidation  is 
gJTen  to  OoiwrMi.  that  the  drcntnabmoe  of  the 
eompaot  haTing  becoi  nude,  and  executed,  or 
iriied  upon  in  good  fidth  by  the  other  oontraot- 
ing  party,  onght  not  to  have  ita  weight  in  de- 
tennining  the  qneation  of  expediency.  It  nn- 
donbtedly  ought ;  and,  therefore,  t^e  rensonB 
tor  reAual  oogh^  in  each  case,  to  be  cogent, 
before  the  power  ia  eierotBod ;  but  it  create* 
no  dnty,  anon  as  exists  in  the  caee  of  appropri- 
ation fbr  ordinary  salaries,  and  tieadea  not 


esaee,  there  is  certainly  a  power  of  withbolding 
the  anpply  ;  bat  a  power  which  shonld  be  eX' 
erciaea  only  in  eaaes  of  extreme  dancer,  not  of 
mere  oonvenienee :  whether  the  cbnger  be 
SDch  Ks  to  justify  it,  most  be  left  to  the  pm- 
dence  and  wisdom  of  the  HoQse ;  and  no  other 
rule  cm,  ttma  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  laid 
down  fbr  ita  exercise. 

The  case  now  before  the  House,  although  it 
affects  o<ir  forei^  relationa,  does  not  come 
within  ^he  desenption  of  those  which  I  have 
last  spoken  of.  Ko  treatr  is  made,  and  we 
eanuot  say,  therefore,  whether  any  will  be 
m^e :  or  if  made,  whether  it  will  oont^n 
HipiilAtiona  on  any  of  the  sabjects  I  baye  ena- 
oeratad.  The  constitational  call  for  the  exer- 
dse  of  onr  diaoretion,  cannot  yet  be  made.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  the  case  of  a  demand  on  ns 
for  the  exeontaon  of  a  treaty,  nor  is  it  precisely 
(althoogh  I  think  it  onght  to  be  governed  by 
the  sBine  roles)  that  of  an  ordinary  q>propria- 
tion  for  the  ps.ynient  of  the  salaries  of  pre-ex- 
istent  officers.  It  resembles  it  in  thia — tliat  the 
office,  althoogh  not  created  by  law,  is  created 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  recognized  by  the 
constitntion,  and  that  the  appointment  to  fill  it, 
has  already  been  constitutionally  made ;  and, 
as  was  weU  remarked  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
PennsylTania,  (Mr.  BTTomNAS,)  whether  we 
make  tly  appropriation  or  not,  the  gentlemen 
who  are  named  are  Ministers,  and  the  treaties 
they  may  make,  when  ratified  by  tlie  Senate, 
wUl  he  law,  in  all  points  that  do  not  require  the 
■genoy  of  the  Honse  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
It  differs  only  in  these  features — that  the  ap- 
propriation ia  sated  for  to  pay  the  agent,  be- 
fore the  duty  is  performed,  and  that  the  mo- 
lires  for  the  appointment  have  been  detailed 

I  proceed  to  consider,  which  I  promise  to  do  , 
very  briefly,  what  are  those  good  effects. 

The  firtt,  in  the  order  of  the  Message — and 
eertunly  not  the  least  in  importance,  Mtfaough  | 
It  has  been  deemed  proper  to  trettt  it  with  lev-  i 


ity — is  the  cultivation  of  a  spirit  of  amity  and 
good  feeling  between  ns  ana  neighbors  with 
whom  we  must  necesearily  be  on  good  or  bad 
terms.  Our  relative  eitnations  forbid  the  exist- 
ence of  that  cold  calculating  Jealousy  whtdi 
has  been  recommended :  we  mast  be  good 
friends,  or  troublesome  ndghbors.  Onr  inter- 
ert,  sa  well  as  political  policy,  prescribe  the 
former  relation  to  them ;  and  notiiing  would 
ensure  the  latter  so  efibotoal^  as  a  refusal 
(conch  it  in  what  terms  you  wiU)  of  an  invita- 
tion the  most  flattering  to  national  pride,  that 
exists  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy. 

He  who  does  not  feel,  with  jiotriotic  exulta> 
tion,  the  proud,  the  dignified  place  that  we 
shall  occupy  on  thia  oooasion,  can  never  be  con- 
vinced bf  srgnmenL  We  are  invited,  not  to 
premdc  in  the  council — that  wonld  be  a  vain 
distinction — but  to  "  fix  with  our  neighbors  the 
great  principles  of  intematicmal  law,"  in  which 
it  is  "  presnmed  " — I  quote  from  one  of  the 
invitations — "  that  we  possess  more  light  opOD 
the  subject  than  the  other  States  of  this  hem- 
isphere ;"  and  in  which  it  is  added,  that,  al> 


with  deference  and  respect."  For  my  own 
part,  I  feel  an  additional  pride  in  being  the  cit- 
izen of  a  Bepublic  thus  distinguished ;  thus 
^ipealed  to ;  not  for  the  exercise  of  ita  force, 
or  the  aid  of  its  subsidy ;  but  for  the  participa- 
tion of  a  more  predons  treasure — ita  experi- 
ence, its  knowledge,  its  science  in  government, 
and  in  national  law — a  treasure,  of  which  we 
may  be  profuse  without  extravagance,  and  the 
employment  of  which  witt  bring  us  the  interest 
of  nonor  abroad  and  self-esteem  at  hmne. 

And  who  ore  they,  sir,  who  have  given  this 
invitation?  Who  are  they  that  gentiemen  wish 
ns  to  disgust  by  coldly,  or  prondly,  or  suapi- 
doQsly,  declining  it)  They  are  those,  sir,  who 
have  a  right  to  our  advice.  Our  example  gave 
them  the  great  lesson  of  independence ;  onr 
Btmggles  taught  them  perseverance ;  oar  soo- 
cess  animated,  and  our  prosperity  has  encour- 
aged and  inspired  them ;  they  have  copied  our 
political  institutions,  and  the  characters  of  our 
statesmen  and  heroea  ore  the  objects  of  their 
emulation  and  respect ;  and,  if  our  Revfdntion 
bad  never  taken  place,  they  would  still  have 
been  poor  oppressed  cotooicfl,  oroaching  under 
the  rod  of  a  European  master.  With  ail  these 
reasons  for  national  attachment  to  us,  shall  we 
have  none  for  them ;  and,  wrnpping  ourselves 
in  a  cold-hearted  policy,  shall  we  deny  them 
the  common  courtesies  of  civilised  national  in- 
tercourse ?  Sir,  in  this  part  of  my  argument, 
I  am  not  advocating  any  alliance,  (I  am  sick  of 
the  eternal  repetition  of  the  epithet  "entan- 
gling,") or  other  political  connection  that  may 
involve  US  in  war  or  other  difficulty ;  a  kind 
feeling,  a  free  intercourse,  the  exchange  of 
good  offices ;  the  friendship  arising  fh>m  a  sim- 
ilarity ofinAtitutions:  all  those  things,  better  felt 
than  described,  which  produce  national  as  well 
as  individual  flriendships,  and  which  lead  to  ex- 
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fomented  bj  the  oppwite  feelingB,  break  ont 
Into  qoairels  and  wti.  These  rtb  »I1 1  reootn- 
mend,  aod  these  are  oertunly  effects  that  maj 
reasonablj  be  expected  from  the  mlsfiion. 

Instead  of  thisi,  what  are  we  toldt  Guard 
■gainst  this  national  attaohment — foi^t  that 
they  are  atmg^lmg  for  that  inestimable  bleas- 
ing  which  yon  have  obtdned ;  foTKet  that  yon 
flrel  set  the  example  which  they  follow  ;  forget 
that  yon  were  the  first  to  oheer  and  encourage 
sod  salute  them  by  a  recognition  of  their  title 
to  a  place  among  the  natioiu  of  Qte  eartli ; 
throw  away  the  advantages  remlting  from 
their  neighborhood — convert  it  into  a  onrae  by 
Jealousy  of  their  motives ;  tell  them  that  yon 
oonaider  Uieir  glorious  independence  as  not  so 
advantageous  to  yon  as  the  foroier  state  of  vas- 
salage in  which  they  were  held ;  oall  them  am- 
iitiiytu  military  Bepvhliet,  and  guard  your- 
selves particalarly  against  any  connection  with 
them :  for  they  are  joor  satumu.  Ksataa. 

Peace  with  Great  Britain,  as  with  all  tlie 
world  I — free  intereonrse  I — the  most  friendly 
feelings! — gratitude,  if  you  will,  for  the  Insti- 
tutions we  derive  fr«m  her;  bnt  no  alliance; 
no  standing  teith  her  agamtt  tbe  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  world.  Yet,  air,  we  are  not  with- 
out our  tf/mpathiei,  Binoe  my  friend  will  have 
th«n,  I  conld  enumerate  a  string  of  them, 
almost  as  long,  and  quite  as  applicable,  as  Fal- 
itaff'a,  as  thns:  Jona  Bull  loves  money — so 
does  Jonathan:  "there's  sympatliy  for  you.'' 
John  Boll  tovee  Uade— so  does  Jonathan 
"there's  more  sympathy."  John  boasta  of  his 
valor  and  liberty — eo  does  Jonathan.  "  Go  to. 
then,  would  you  desire  better  sympathy.'' 
John  has  a  quiak  sense  of  his  pcuitical  and 
commercial  interests ;  and,  wherever  they  are 
discussed,  his  most  able  dlptomatio  agents  are, 
invited  or  uninvited,  to  be  found.  Here,  air, 
my  parallel  ends.  60  does  not  Jonathan.  He 
will  not  accept  the  most  respectful  invitation 
he  doses  his  lipa,  he  stops  his  ears,  and,  ii_ 
continnal  dreed  of  entangling  alliances,  he 
neglects  his  interests  and  disnists  his  friends. 

Next  to  the  advantage  to  oe  derived  from 
general  friendly  understanding,  is  that  which 
we  promise  to  onrselvee  and  to  the  world  from 
the  discussion  of  liberal  principles  of  Interna- 
tional law.  Those  which  are  intended  to  as- 
certain the  rights  of  neutrals,  in  time  of  war, 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  interest, 
under  the  pacific  policy,  which,  I  tmst,  we  diall 
always  midntain,  when  it  can  be  done  with 
honor.  Those  which  go  to  re^^nlate  the  con- 
duct of  belligerents  towards  each  other,  in  car- 
rying on  the  unprofitable  contest,  will  serve  the 
canse  of  humanity,  and  redound  to  the  endless 

Slory  of  that  nation  whose  enlightened  policy 
rst  su^ested,  and  whose  persevering  efforts 
shall  have  established  them  in  the  code  of  na- 
tions, as  they  have  always  been  established  in 
that  comprehensive,  enlightened  self-interest, 
which  should  be  the  baus  of  all  law, 
Among  the  moat  Important  of  those  which 


regard  neutral  rights,  are  the  restriction  of 
blookadeo,  and  a  reduction  and  proper  dedgna- 
tion  of  the  list  of  articles  forming  contrtbmd 
of  war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  prindpls 
that  free  ediips  make  free  goods. 

But  the  object  of  a  general  nature  to  be  dis- 
cussed at  this  meeting,  on  which  my  friend 
dwells  with  the  moat  pleasure,  is  the  protec- 
tion of  private  property  on  tie  ocean  from 
seiEOre  and  pillage ;  by  which  I  mean,  not  only 
the  abolition  of  privateering,  but  a  complete 
exemption  from  capture,  whether  by  pabhc  c 


footing  upon  which  the  humane  principles  of 
modem  warfare  have  placed  it  upon  the  land ; 
making  it  as  disgraeenil  for  an  Admiral  to  en- 
rich himself  by  Sie  capture  of  a  trader,  as  for 
General  to  pillwe  the  cottage  of  a  peasant 
I  now  spproacb  the  snhject  whidn  has  ex- 
cited all  the  fears,  called  forth  all  the  preju- 
dices, and  employed  all  the  talent  and  elo- 
rice  of  those  who  oppose  the  measure — the 
nssions  that  may  arise  on  tii«  declaration, 
made  by  Mr.  Uonroe,  tliat  we  conld  not  set 
with  indifference  the  ioterferenco  of  any  ftir- 
eign  powers  in  the  dispute  between  Spdn  and 
her  colonies.  This  has  been  called  a  pledge, 
and  BO  I  consider  it — a  pledge,  not  to  onrselves 
or  our  posterity,  which  1  should  oonnder  a  sub- 
terfuge unworthy  a  great  nation,  as  well  M  a 
Bolecfsm  in  language — bat  a  pledge  to  t)w 
world,  that  we  would  interfere,  acooii^ing  to 
oDr  means,  to  remst  such  interference.  And  it 
is  one  which,  although  made  by  one  brshch  of 
the  Qovemment,  was  ratified  by  the  sentiments 
of  all,  and  wonld  have  been  redeemed  by  tha 
spirit  of  tie  people.  Bnt  that  pledge  nuated 
only  to  the  Btat«  of  things  that  then  existed. 
It  was  made  when  all  the  great  powers  of  En- 
rope,  except  Great  Britun,  were  confederated 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  ill 
representative  government  in  Europe ;  when 
the  object  of  the  Confederation  bad  been 
effected  in  Naples,  and  was  in  ftill  operation 
against  Spain,  and  when  the  eztensiou  of  the 
same  principles  to  America,  then  not  only  a 
probable  event,  but  one  known  to  be  the  sab- 
Ject  of  deliberation,  wonld  have  endangered 
our  own  political  institutions.  The  declanlioD 
of  the  President  was,  at  the  time,  undentood 
to  have  been  made  with  the  concurrence  of 
Great  Britain,  and,  together  with  the  faiterfer- 
ence  and  remonstrances  of  that  power,  to  have 
produced  the  abandonment  of  the  design. 
ITiis  pledge,  however,  is  now  represented  as 
l>eing  intended  for  the  foundation  of  an  aliianoa 
with  Spanish  America,  to  resist  any  interfer- 
enoe  whatever  in  their  war  with  Bpwn — and  I 
confess  that  the  generality  of  the  terms  ^>- 
peara  to  have  produced  this  impresrion  on  some 
of  those  Republics — and  that  they  may  be  fnlly 
undeceived ;  that  the  true  import  of  ths 
declartttion  may  be  satisfhctority  expltuned ;  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  advocate  the  mis- 
sion :  vtule,  on  the  otiier  hvid,  I  oannot  igrte 
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to  tiM  aoieiidin«Dt  wbicli  fbrbtds  discnsuoo  on 
tiM  cnMect.  The  cirotunstsiioes  under  whicli 
the  dedVAtioii  was  made,  have  passed  awB7 ; 
they  ar«  not  likely  again  to  reonr;  bat,  I 
■hoold  wiab  all  Europe  to  understand,  that  if 
tbej-  ahonld,  our  conduct  would  redeem  tiie 
jriedge  onr  Exeontive  then  maide.  How  our 
aeatral  relatiotu  are  to  be  affected  by  tbia  mb- 
Ject,  I  cannot  conceive.  Aa  far  as  it  applies  to 
the  ialand  of  Cuba,  it  baa  been  repeated  and 
ealbrced,  and  nioit  frankly  avowed  to  the  only 
pcrtiea  it  ooold  affect ;  and,  far  from  producing 
«nj  bostilo  feeling  in  them,  or  any  ezpreasion 
of  disaatia&otioD,  even  ita  propriety  was  ac- 
knowledged and  aeqnieaced  in.  The  on^  two 
S>wera  to  Mther  of  which  Onba  could  be  trans- 
rred,  to  our  detriment,  are  France  and  Great 
Britain ;  and  both  of  tboee  nations  bare  heard 
oar  dedaratitHia  on  that  sabjeot,  with  the  es- 
m-en  acknowledgment  that  uiey  were  proper. 
boea  any  geutlranan  doubt  this,  let  him  refer  to 
Mr.  Brown's  note  to  the  Baron  Damae,  of  the 
Sd  of  Jannary  taat.  In  repealuiK  to  that  Min- 
ister the  conversation  he  had  held  with  him,  be 
aan:  "  In  the  conference  with  which  your  Ez- 
oeJlency  honored  me  this  day,  I  repeated  the 
same  awnranoea  (that '  the  United  States  could 
not  aee  with  indifference  Porto  Bico  and  Onba 
pMring  fh)m  Spain  to  any  other  power,')  and 
a^ed,  with  a  view  of  gnarding  beforehand 
■gainst  any  posdble  difficulties  that  might 
arise,  that  my  Government  eould  not  content  to 
the  oocopation  of  those  ialandg  by  any  other 
European  power  than  Spain,  nnder  any  eontin- 
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of  it,  as  gendemen  do  here,  aa  a  breach  of  our 
neaiial  dnties,  as  an  interference  with  the  con- 
cerns of  other  nations  t  Bid  he  warn  ns  that 
it  would  draw  down  the  ire  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, or  of  any  of  ita  members  t  Ko,  sir ;  Ur. 
Brown  tells  bis  Ezoellenoy  that  he  understood 
him  to  say,  "  that  the  poller  and  views  of  the 
United  Btatea  eorretpondtd  with  thote  of,  hit 
Mafntf'i  Ootomment ;"  and  his  EiceUentnr 
doaa  not  correct  the  statement.  Thus  mnch 
br  France.  Great  Britun  has  gone  ibrther : 
ftir  her  agent  in  Mezioo  identifies  himself  with 
Ur.  Foinaett  in  the  communications  received 
and  made  on  the  ^pearance  of  a  French  fleet 
in  those  seas.  Our  views  on  the  whole  subject 
are  made  known  to  the  Knesian  Government, 
on  Ur.  Middleton's  application  to  Connt  Kes- 
aebode ;  and  by  bim  communicated  to  all  the 
eonrta  of  Enrope,  including  Spain ;  and  yet, 
we  hear  nowhere  but  in  onr  Legislature,  the 
■llgtitaat  complaint  of  those  views,  or  any  inti- 
mation tliat  they  are  not  acknowledged  to  be 
Just.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  most  fatal 
effects  are  antieipated.  Entangling  ailiances  I 
War  I  with  all  its  horrors,  are  to  be  the  imme- 
diate and  inevitable  resnit  of  a  declaration  re- 
odred  without  complaint  by  all  the  world,  and 
with  eipresa  approbation  by  those  whom  it 


I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  subject  which  I  con- 
sider as  of  the  most  vital  importance  of  aQ 
those  that  are  contomplal«d  by  this  mission — 
the  condition  of  Cuba.  An^r  change  must  be 
one  that  we  cannot  regard  without  Uie  liveliest 
interest.  Its  transfer  to  a  foreign  Europeaii 
power  has  been  already,  in  some  messure,  con- 
sidered ;  our  right  to  interfere  to  nrevent  this 
has  been  shown  to  have  been  acknowledged 
and  acquiesced  in.  It  is  a  right  arising  not 
only  from  the  danger  of  vicinity^  but  from  the 
command  which  the  power  holding  that  island 
would  have  over  the  commercial  interoonrse  of 
all  the  Western  States,  with  our  own  coontry, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  Kew  Orleans,  as  a 
port  of  export,  is  now  the  second  in  the  Union, 
and  soon  will  be  the  first.  It  employs  more 
shipping  belonging  to  other  States  than  any 
other  port  does.  It  cannot  be  suffered,  then, 
that  any  foreign  power  shonld  be  placed  in  a 
situation  which  would  enable  it  to  iqtermpt 
this  commerce ;  the  first  of  all  laws,  that  rf 
self-preservation,  Jnstifies  onr  interference,  and 
no  deoorooH  language  can  be  too  strong  to  ex- 

Ei^ss  a  determination  not  to  suffer  it  Bnt  this 
not  the  worst  state  of  things  that  may  ^w 
ont  of  events  relating  to  this  island :  an  evil  of 
more  appalling  magnitude  threatens  ns  from 
tbis  qnarter,  and  more  immediately  hangs  over 
my  oonstitaents,  and  the  people  of  other  Statea 
who,  like  them,  have  a  number  of  slaves  \  and 
it  is  this  danger  which  I  hope  may  be  avoided 
by  negotiation  :  that  is  my  principal  indnce- 
ment  for  fovoring  this  measure.    All  the  other 


but  this  renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  fmpwa- 
tively  necessary.  All  this  made  me  look  with 
anxiety  to  the  objections  drawn  trom  the  na- 
ture of  the  assembly,  which,  it  was  said,  ought 
to  prevent  onr  being  repres^ited  at  it.  From 
a  close  attention  to  all  the  doonmenta,  I  oonld 
see  in  it  nothing  but  a  deliberate  diplomatic 
meeting,  in  the  consultations  of  which,  the 
part  which  we  were  to  take  would  be  deter- 
mined by  the  powers  and  iustructionfi  of  our 
own  Ministers ;  and  as  I  could  not  bnt  believ* 
the  solemn  ofGoial  declaration  of  the  President, 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  power  and  instructions 
he  intended  to  give,  this  objection,  and  others 
of  a  minor  nature,  with  the  refutation  of  which 
I  will  not  detun  the  committee,  yielded  to  my 
sense  of  dnty  in  giving  effect  to  a  measure  that 
ma;  avert  from  the  SUte  I  represent,  one  of 
the  mostdreadful  scourges  which  DiTine  Provi- 
dence has  ever  permitted  to  fall  on  a  nation. 
It  is  known,  sir,  that  the  inTasion  of  Cnba  has 
been  projected  for  some  time  past  by  the  united 
powers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico.  That  inva- 
sion, if  made  with  a  force  insufficient  to  re- 
press the  slaves — if  it  shonld  depend  for  its 
success  on  their  insurrection — or,  if  their 
emancipation  should  be  proclaimed,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  conquest;  in  either  of  these 
evente  the  result  wonid  be  such  as  cannot  be 
regarded  withont  apprehension.  In  the  North- 
I  em  and  Middle  States  they  are  not  e 
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as  Owy  ongfat  to  b« ;  not  from  anj  durenrd 
to  the  fata  of  their  soathem  neigbborB — I  do 
not  fmpate  to  tliem  hooIi  crimiiul  indifference 
— bat  not  being  themselvefl  ezposad  to  it,  they 
have  never  considered,  never  oaJcnlated  the 
danger.  Thej  know  Onba  as  a  place  of  mer- 
cantile reaort — aa  an  excellent  market  for  their 
merchandise — and  ita  vioinit/  to  ns  has  tmlj 
been  thooght  of  in  relatdon  to  the  lengtb  of  the 
voyage,  and  the  rate  of  insnrance.  Bnt  thej 
have  had  no  occasion  to  reflect,  that  a  tew 
honra,  in  an  open  boat,  niaj  brinf;  ita  inhab- 
itants to  Florida,  and  a  vojege  of  little  more 
difficulty,  to  Louaiana,  Alabama,  Qeorgia,  and 
Carolina.  Nor  have  they  considared  the  oon- 
seqneQoes  of  such  a  neighborhood  to  the  oiti- 
lenH  of  those  States — oonseqnences  which  I 
shall  not  endeavor  to  depict — certwn  conae- 
qaences  to  the  misBTable  masters  of  the  island 
itself,  which  most  be  the  scene  of  their  opera- 
tions: scarcely  less  certain  to  the  States  I  nave 
named.'  A  temporary  absence  alone  prevented 
my  being  an  eye-witnesB  to  the  devastation  of 
insurgent  staves  in  my  own  State,  to  the  shock- 
ing bat  necessary  severity  which  attended  its 
snppreeraon,  and  to  the  increased  rigtn'  which 
the  abortive  attempt  of  the  gnilty  broagbt  on 
the  nnoffending.  Uy  nearest  connections  were 
among  the  few  snrrivors  who  escaped  from  the 
smoking  and  bloody  rains  of  tbat  foir  island, 
once  the  seat  of  commerce,  wealth,  ease,  hos- 
pitality, and  happiuesB,  where  the  indolgent 
master  ruled  with  a  paternal  hand  the  content- 
ed slave,  nntil  a  fatal  revolution,  snch  as  is  now 
rrhaps  preparing  for  Onba,  suddenly  covered 
with  oarna^  and  dcHOlation,  and,  in  the 
struggle,  seventy  and  reven^  produced  atroci- 
ties at  which  human  nature  Bhnddera,  and 
which  no  good,  promised  by  a  false  philan- 
thropy, can  ever  oompensate.  Every  one  who 
lives  in  a  country  where  slavery  has  been  es- 
tablished, must  ponder  serionsly  on  those 
scenes,  and  the  recital  of  what  has  happened ; 
the  danger  of  its  reonrrenoe,  and  the  means  of 
avtjiding  it,  must  natoTally  make  a  more  seri- 
onB  impresBion  on  his  mind,  tbsn  on  that  of 
one  more  remote  from  the  dangers.  To  me, 
from  the  oircamBtances  I  have  named,  they 
oome  home  with  redoubled  force ;  and  when  [ 
reflect  that,  in  voting  for  the  measure  proposed, 
I  may  possibly  avert  those  evils  from  my  oon- 
nituents ;  when  I  think  on  the  consequences 
ol  a  false  judgment,  in  a  matter  of  this  mo- 
ment, I  feel  the  rcsponaibility  of  my  station,  to 
my  conscience,  my  country,  and  my  God. 

Ur.  Rnn  next  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

Mr.  Ohairmea :  I  oonrider  the  propOBed  mis- 
rion  to  Panama  as  highly  important  to  the 
United  States.  I  also  consider  the  amendmentB 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
UoLani)  and  Virginia  (Mr.  Kivbs)  to  the  reso- 
hitton  DOW  before  us,  as  deeply  affectiog  the 

Srinciples  of  onr  Qovemment.  These  subjects 
emand  our  deliberate  oonuderation.  I  will 
•ak  the  indnlgence  of  the  oommittee  to  state, 


in  a  plain  and  condse  manner,  my  views  upon 
both  propositions. 

The  m^  qneetion  presented  for  the  deliber- 
ation of  the  committee  is,  Shall  we  make  the 
appropriation  necessary  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  nuBsion  to  Panama  t  The  qnesdon  now 
immediatelv  under  oonnderation,  is  the 
hnents  of  tne  gentlemen  from  Delaware 
and  Virginia  to  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  foreign  A&ira,  resolving  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  appropriate  the  funds  neceesaiy  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
to  send  Ministers  to  tbe  Congress  at  Pana- 

I  shall  first  consider  the  Bmendmente  above 
referred  to.  These  amendments  appear  to  ma 
to  deBerve  much  ooDHideration ;  fi>r,  in  my 
jndgment,  they  are  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the 
ooustitotioD,  and  at  varianoe  with  the  uniform 
nsage  of  this  House  since  the  firet  oi^^ixation 
of  Qie  Government  These  amendmeDts  have 
been  termed  "  the  aipresBion  of  an  opinion." 
They  unquestionably  are  the  expression  of  «a 


thorized  by  the  eonatitotion  to  express  snch 
opinions,  and  in  anch  manner  t 

The  amendments,  in  my  judgment,  are  mim- 
thorized  by  the  constitution,  and  of  dangeroo* 
tendency.  If  nnaatborized  by  the  constitn* 
tion,  it  must  he  dangerous  for  the  Eonse  of 
Representatives,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  aa- 
same  the  power  and  correBponding  reaponsibil- 
itj  of  the  Executive  branch  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment. Tbe  amendments  referred  to  are  no 
more  nor  leas  than  inatractions  to  the  Pred- 
dent  and  Ministers.  Ve  have  no  power  to  in- 
stmct.  It  is  therefore  an  aasDrnption  of  powor, 
nnanthorized  by  tbe  constitution. 

Some  embarrassment  has  been  felt  from  the 
manner  in  which  tbe  aabject  has  been  present- 
ed to  ns.  Tlie  Message  of  the  Prcddent,  r«- 
qoeating  an  appropriation,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  erf'  Ways  and  Means.  Tbe  Message 
of  the  president,  in  answer  to  onr  call  for  in- 
formation reapecting  the  Panama  mission,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
Both  committees  liave  reported  to  the  House. 
The  one,  tbat  the  proposed  misaion  to  Panama 
is  expedient — the  other  have  reported  a  bill 
grantmg  the  money  necessary  to  aefrny  the  ex- 
pense of  the  mission.  We  treat  the  report  and 
bill  as  distinct  snl^ects.  I  consider  the  report 
of  tbe  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Aflurs  as  an  aUe 
one,  bnt  the  appropriation  bill  is  the  real  sub- 
ject, and  the  only  one,  npon  which  we  are 
called  to  act  in  reliatiou  to  tne  Panama  mieeion. 
The  appropriation  involves  tbe  report  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  so  much  of  it 
as  proves  the  expediency  of  making  the  appro- 

The  report  and  bill  refer  to  one  and  the  same 
enbject-matter.  The  one  is  the  reasoning — the 
other  the  reetdt.  The  close  of  the  report  (tf 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  is,  "li$olved. 
That  it  is  expedient  to  ^tpropriate  the  Aindi 
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neeessaiy  to  enable  the  Fretadent  of  the  United 
Btst«s  to  send  ICnistera  to  Ptuiania." 

The  Oomnutt«e  of  WajB  and  Mmm,  beoanm 
it  is  exi)«dient,  adopting  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  ASkirB,  for  its  reaolt,  bring 
in  K  bill  to  appropriate  (40,000  for  thM  pnr- 
pose.  In  one  word,  the  mone^r  ia  to  be  ^)pro- 
priatad  becanse  it  is  eipedjent,'  and  this  as- 
BDmes  the  Habataooe  of  uie  report.  Bnt  ^n- 
tlcmen  inraat  upon  (unending  tlie  report,  bj 
^Jflitif  conditions.  The  money  ehaU  1^  appro- 
wiated  becanse  it  is  expedient,  and  it  is  ezpe- 
aient,  provided  certain  amendments  referred  t« 
(now  before  qb)  be  adopted ;  which  amend- 
ments are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  instmc' 
tlons  to  the  Exocntlva  and  onr  Ministeri 
refer  to  the  amendments,  which  I  will  not 
tronble  the  Mnninittee  to  read.  We  then  make 
the  q>propriation  oondition^j.  We  have  no 
Buthoritj  to  snnoi  a  condition  to  onr  appropri- 
ation, nor  do  we  attempt  it  in  the  appropria- 
tion inll.  Bnt  we  att^pt  it  in  the  report  of 
Hw  Goromittee  of  Forrign  Affiaim,  wbicli  lays 
down  tfaa  prinoipfe  on  wnioh  the  appropriatiod 
rests.  To  illostrate  the  snt^ject  ^ther,  it  is 
the  nsnal  conrse  in  this  Honse  for  a  committee 
to  make  a  report  setting  forth  the  reasons  whj 
ntonejr  shonld  be  granted,  with  a  bill  making 
tfae  appropriation.  Suppose  thia  had  been  the 
mode  in  the  present  caae.  Suppose  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affurs  had  made  a  report 
tJiat  it  was  expedient  to  appropriate  the  money 
to  de&ay  the  expenaea  of  the  tniasion.  with  a 
Ull  making  the  appropriadon.  AU  this  might 
well  bo  united.  Add  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, which  are  the  conditions — the  instruc- 
tions. If  tliese  inatmctioDS  were  inoorporatod 
in  the  act,  wonld  snoh  an  act  pass  the  House  or 
Senate  ?  I  prMume  not.  Yet,  in  fact,  by  the 
amendments  proposed,  the  same  thing  wonld 
be  efieeted,  so  fiar  aa  to  declare  and  pDblish  the 
<qrinion  of  this  House.  J  contend  that  the 
amendments  proposed  do  go  to  express  the 
opinion  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  as  to 
wtiat  should  be  the  instructions ;  that  they  ex- 
press an  opinion  tliat  the  appropriation  should 
be  ooiMlitionaL  It  is  an  nnwarrantable  assump- 
tion of  power.  We  have  no  oonstitntional 
right  to  instmct  or  annex  conditions  to  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  present  character.  As  we 
Lave  no  constitational  authority  in  the  case,  we 
have  DO  right  to  attempt  to  reach  the  object 
in^rectlj.  I  am  aware  that,  as  we  have  no 
power  or  control  over  oar  ambasaodors,  and 
cannot  annex  a  condition  to  an  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  their  snpport,  onr  iostmctions 
ana  opinions  as  to  the  condition  of  the  grant, 
ai«  not  obligatory.  Still,  it  is  int«nded  that 
these  amendment*,  expressing  gncb  opinion  and 
inatmetions,  placed  in  alliance  and  near  con- 
nection wit^  the  appropriation  bill,  shall  have 
an  influence.  In  my  opinion,  as  far  as  they 
m«y  have  an  inBuenoe  upon  the  Executive,  or 
■bewhere,  it  will  be  of  evil  tendency. 

Bnt    the   gentiemau   from   Delaware  (Mr. 
UdLaxk)  has  infbnned  ns  tiiat  he  would  not 


have  proposed  hia  amendment,  if  onr  opinion 
had  not  been  requested  by  the  Execntiva, 
How  has  OUT  opinion  t>een  requested)  "  Tha 
Preddent,  in  bis  Massage  to  this  Eonaa,  ob- 
served, that  '  the  concnrrenoe  of  the  House  to 
the  measure,  by  the  appropriationa  geoessair 
for  osrrying  it  into  effec^  is  alike  snlfjeot  to  its 
free  determination,  aJid  indispenaable  to  the 
fulfilment  of  the  intention.' " 

The  Executive  asks  no  opinion,  but  the  opin- 
ion which  we  can  oonstitationally  express,  by 
granting  or  withholding  the  apprt^riation. 
He  comd  ask  no  other  opinion.  The  power 
and  responsibility  of  pving  instructioni  fa> 
IGnisters  and  Ambassadors  is  intrusted  alono 
with  the  Executive.  The  constitution  faaa 
wisely  placed  it  there.  There  let  it  remaJiL 
Bnt  soppoae  it  possible  t^t  l^e  ExecQtiv6 
should  so  far  forget  himself  oa  to  request  th* 
opinion  of  this  Honse  in  relation  to  the  instmo- 
tioos  which  it  might  be  proper  to  give  onr 
IGnistersI  Wonld  gentlemen  be  prepared  to 
grant  such  a  request)  Would  they  be  ready  to 
assume  the  power  and  the  re^Mnnlnlity  neoea- 
sarily  oonneeted  with  it)  I  bust  not  I  am 
not  prepared  to  assume  Executive  power  or 
Exeoutive  responsibility. 

I  will  now  make  some  remarks  In  &vor  of 
the  proposed  misriou  to  Panama,  and  of  tba 
appropnation  necessary  to  effectnate  that  otjeet. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
Ifessage  to  both  Housee  of  Oongrees.  informed 
us  "  that  the  Governments  of  Oolombio,  of  Max* 
ico,  and  Oentral  America,  had  severally  invited 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  bo 
represented  at  the  Oongrees  of  Panama,  to  de- 
liberate upon  objeols  of  peculiar  ooncemmaDk 
to  this  hemisphere." 

The  President  has  given  ns  tlia  letters  of  in- 
vitation from  these  foreign  powers — jn^eenting 
generally  their  views  of  the  objeota  and  busi- 
ness of  the  proposed  Congress.  He  has  also 
given  ns  the  answers,  on  theport  of  the  Execu- 
tive, to  those  invitations.  They  have  been  so 
often  adverted  to  In  tbia  debate,  that  I  forbear 
to  trouble  the  committee  by  referring  to  any 
partionlar  part. 

The  President  has  nominated  two  disda- 
gnished  men  as  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary.  He  has,  in  a  o«n' 
mnnioation  to  the  Senate,  and,  also,  in  a  eom- 
munlcation  to  this  House,  both  of  which  sr« 
before  ns,  stated  exptidtiy  his  views  in  rdati<Hi 
to  the  mission.  His  views  have  given  evidenoa 
of  talent,  and  wisdom,  and  benevolence,  which 
demand,  and  will,  in  soma  day,  receive,  tbe 
tribnte  of  the  admiration  and  love  of  all  the 
American  nations,  north  and  south,  and  of  the 
world.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  after 
dne  deliberation,  have  approved  of  the  nomi* 
nation.  The  President  has  now  submitted  tba 
"propriety  of  making  an  appropriation  to  onr 
candid  consideration  and  enlightened  patriot- 
ism." We  ore  colled  upon  to  give  oar  sanction 
to  the  mission,  by  making  tlie  neoenary  ap^«- 
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The  objecta  of  the  miBsion  are  Tuiona.  Thej 
unite  dntj  and  interest — our  own  good  and  the 
good  of  nationa.  But  some  gentlemen  aire 
alarmed.  The;  ^prahend  evil.  K  we  meet 
in  Congress  at  Ftuuuna,  Qioj  inaiet  that  we 
mnat  engftge  in  all  the  deliberatioDB  which  majr 
oome  under  their  oonrideraUon,  and  be  finally 
honnd  bj  the  result.  This  view  is,  in  my  hom- 
ble  opinion,  eutire]y  erroneoiu — contrary  to 
the  opinions  exprewed  in  the  invitation  of 
Ukmo  nations  1  oontraiy  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  reply  to  their  iuyitatioa ;  and  oon- 
tmy  to  the  express  de«laralioiis  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  oommnnieations  to  ns.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  committee  by  reading  extracts  from 
these  documents,  as  they  are  before  na,  and 
oontradiot  the  above  opinions  and  appreben- 
rioDs.  Those  nations  do,  indeed,  solicit  na  to 
afford  them  the  light  of  onr  knowledge  and  ex- 
perienoe,  where  we  may  have  no  direct  inter- 
est  bat  the  hope  of  doin^  good.  Tbey  will 
meet  in  Oongresa  for  vanons  purposes;  but 
they  do  not  invite  or  desire  os  to  join  them, 
ftirttier  than  interest  and  dnty  reqaire  tinion. 
le  there  a  man  in  this  oomraittee  who  believes 
onr  Uinisters  will  be  bomid  to  take  a  share  in 
discnssions  npon  Eubjeota  in  which  we  have  no 
interest!  Is  there  a  man  in  this  committee 
who  believes  onr  Ministers  wiU  be  bound  by  a 
majority  of  the  Oongresa  without  their  own 
oonsent?  J^  peradventnre,  any  stipnlationa 
shonld  be  agreed  npon  which  the  President  and 
Senate  did  not  approve,  woold  they  not  l>e  re- 
jected !  Is  there  a  man  in  this  oommittee  who 
does  not  believe  that  the  President  will  give 
inatTDctions  conformably  te  his  commonicabons 
made  to  this  House  t  le  not  the  Executive 
bomid,  by  every  consideration  of  honor  and 
doty,  to  be  oantioas  in  giving  his  iuatructions  t 
There  can  be  no  danger,  Bome  gentiemen 
seem  strangely  and  nnneoessarily  alarmed.  Be- 
ride,  whether  there  be  danger  or  not,  the  Pres- 
ident mnstdedde,  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed Btates  will  hold  him  responsible  for  hia  de- 
drion,  if  we  do  not  wrongfully  interfere. 

Bome  object  on  account  of  die  novelty  of  the 
miaeion:  others,  because  they  t^prehend  we 
are  pledged  to  a  particular  policy :  for,  at  any 
rate,  they  have  found  the  word  pledge  in  the 
correspondence  of  one  of  our  Ministers,  (Mr, 
Poinsett.)  These  objections,  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  timid  and  nnfoonded  alorma,  are  excited 
by  a  few  expressions  of  foreign  Miniaters,  and 
our  own,  perhaps  not  sumoientiy  guarded. 
These  detstdied  expresuons  seem,  in  Uie  esti- 
mation of  such  genUemen,  to  outweigh  the 
whole  current  of  the  correspondence  of  our 
own  Government,  and  of  foreign  Oovemments, 
and  the  express  declaration  of  the  Eieontive 
■s  to  the  policy  he  shall  pursue.  But  Mr, 
Poinsett  gave  an  informal  accoimt  of  a  conver- 
•ation  between  himself  and  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  be  mentions  the  word 
f^Udge.  It  yet  remains  very  donbtfiil  whether 
the  word  was  ever  used. 

Other  gentlemen  complain  that  it  is  a  depar- 


ture ttv/ni  tonneT  usage.  The  history  of  ths 
South  American  Governments  ia  an  anomaly  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Seven  or  eight  na- 
tions have  been  emancipated^  as  it  were,  in  a 
day.  They  desire  to  meet  with  us ;  shall  wa 
refuse,  because  snch  on  event  never  has,  and, 
probably,  never  will  again  occur  1  It  is  no  de- 
parture from '  principle.  Our  Ministera  will 
nave  no  greater  power  tiian  has  been  given  to 
all  former  Plenipotentiaries.  If  it  be  unasnal, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  it  corresponds  with 
an  unusual  and  wonderful  event  in  the  history 
of  Divine  Providence.    There  will  be  no  de- 

Ssrture  &om  the  straight  and  narrow  path  of 
aty ;  no  departure  from  our  dearest  righta 
and  purest  prmciples.  I  accuse  no  man  of  mia- 
represeatabon,  in  gorblins  extracts  from  the 
communications  so  liberally  siven  na,  but  ftp* 
peal  to  the  whole  communications. 

The  Freaident  has  fully  disclosed  hia  views 
of  the  mission;  of  the  restrictions  and  limit»- 
tiona  of  the  power  of  our  Ambassadors ;  that  it 
is  merely  consultative.  Yet  all  this  does  Dot 
Seem  to  afibrd  aome  gentlemea  any  salis&o- 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sivxa)  haa 
given  ns  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Repubhca  of  South  America,  andhaa 
quoted  from  several  eloquent  speeches  of  Mr. 
Clay.  I  do  not  perceive  hia  object  Does  the 
rantleman  mean  to  censure  the  vote  of  this 
House  upon  that  subject  i  It  will  be  remem- 
bered it  was  a  very  extraordinary  vote.  Ac- 
cording lo  my  reccileotion,  there  was  bat  one 
solitary  No.  The  gentleman  from  Virmnia 
(Mr,  Bivbb)  warns  ua  not  to  be  influenced  by 
aympathy.  I  admit  that  even  sympathy  slionld 
be  snbjected  to  the  wholesome  diaoipline  of  the 
understanding ;  but  I  trust  that  su<m  pore  and 
heavenly  affection  may  be  not  ouly  aafely  in- 
dulged, but  encouraged.  At  the  same  lim^ 
whue  the  gentleman  warns  us  to  beware  of 
sympathy,  he  calls  to  his  aid  passions  of  a  mor* 
unworthy  character — paswooa  which  need  i 


may  produce,  said  he,  war  with  England;  and 
he  wonld  exdte  our  anger  and  jealousy,  by  com- 
plaining that  Mexico  has  treated  England  with 
more  attention  and  reef>eot  than  she  has  treat- 
ed us. 

Much  haa  been  aaid  in  the  oonise  of  this  do- 
bate  respecting  the  islands  of  Ouba  and  Porto 
Rico.  They  unquestionably  present  to  this  na- 
tion objects  of  great  difficulty  and  vast  impor- 
tance, I  do  not  propose  to  state  my  views. 
The  aubjoot  has  been  ably  examined  by  others, 
I  could  but  notice  some  remarks  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  mission. 

One  gentleman  has  informed  ns  of  the  gr^t 
vaJne  of  oar  trade  with  Oaba,  and  the  great 
amount  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  that  trade, 
and,  in  a  tone  of  censure  and  complaint,  suggests 
that  our  interests  in  relation  to  tfast  island  haJd 
not  been  sufficiently  regarded  by  the  Exeontive. 
Another  gentleman  severely  reorlminatei  ttM 
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Enoatin,  twcune  ha  Boggests  the  Importanoe 
of  the  miinioQ  to  Panama  in  a  oommereisl  view, 
ThU  snggeadon  ia  denominated  a  lore  held  oat 
to  the  oapidit;  of  merohanta  and  meroenaiy 
men.  One  gentleman  ia  aAvid  of  entanglinj; 
allianoeai  fearing  that  they  may  reanlt  in  war. 
AnoUier  genUeman  d<noad>es  t}ie  Ezeontlve 
with  eerere  oenanre  for  the  moderate  and  per- 
nuare  language  which  has  been  held  towarda 
Ctdombia  and  Ifezioo,  respecting  their  taking 
piMMnnmnn  of  Oaba.  He  would  have  it  made 
known  that  the  United  States  would  declare 
war  immediatelj  if  those  nations  abonld  take 
the  island.  Thns  the  EzeoatJre  ia  aoooaed  of 
Deflecting  our  meroantile  interests;  of  being 
too  mnoh  alire  to  and  oonoerned  for  those  in- 
tansta ;  of  pnnaing  a  ooune  too  daring  and 
hanrdoaa ;  of  wantiiig  qtirit  and  energy.  Yet 
all  these  agree  in  denonndng  hts  oondnot  as 
4angeroaa  and  wnm^  They  all  agree  that  he 
faaa  done  ^tber  too  mnch  or  too  liwe. 

These  varione  and  eontradioUn?  opiniona  pre- 
TBiling  in  this  Hooae,  dearly  prore  onr  inoom- 
petanoy  to  diaoharae  Uie  Ezeontive  fnuoticHu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hxmphill,  the  oommittee 

The  Hooae  a^Joomed. 

Thcbsoat,  AjM-il  IS. 
Miuum  to  Panama, 

The  Honae  having  agun  reanmed  the  oon- 
HdenOion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belatians,  approring  the  Mission  of  Pa- 
nama, wi^  the  amendments  proposing  a  quali- 
fication to  the  general  ezpreeslon  of  approba' 
tkm  thereof — 

Mr.  UsMTunj.  rose,  and  addressed  the  ocan- 
mittee  as  followa : 

The  resolntion  which,  has  been  ofibred  by  the 
Ccmmittee  on  Foreign  Relaldons,  in  this  nopre- 
cedented  esse,  is  nnoonneoled  with  the  bill  for 
the  appropriation ;  it  is  an  alMtraot  resolntion, 
at  the  oonelnnoa  of  an  able  report  of  the  ooin- 
mittM,  setting  forth  th^  reasons  at  lai^e,  in 
favor  of  the  misdoo.  It  oonoora  in  the  ex- 
pedieooy  of  the  meaanre:  for  it  will  not  be 
Bud,  that  it  means  nothing  more  than  that  we 
an  otMulAationallj  bonod  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
pr^iriation.  If  we  agree  to  this  resolntion,  we 
aoqniesce  In  the  ezpeoiencj  of  the  meaaQr&  in 
its  onlimiled  diaraoter,  which  is  a  verv  diner- 
sat  ttung  from  TotJns  inmply  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
ftopriatioa  bill,  as  I  Intend  to  do. 

Alttiongh  the  reMOoIng  ot  the  oommittee  la 
not  considered  as  i>eariD^  on  the  treaty-makiDg 
power,  the  amendment  is  opposed,  as  an  in- 
fidngementof  that  power,  and  as  ^ving  instmo- 
tiona  and  conditions  to  onr  Ministers.  Bnt 
what  is  the  fact)  The  amendrnant  is  the  mere 
expreauon  of  the  will  of  this  Honse,  on  a  qnes- 
tion  of  great  nalaooal  conoem ;  and  it  is  Imma- 
tAiial  how  the  opinion  of  this  Hoase  reaches 
tbe  eaia  of  the  President,  whether  by  the 
R>eeches  of  members,  or  the  general  E^proba- 
ttoo, «:  dinvpiobattoi,  <^  a  partioolar 


The  &ct  being  ascertained  to  hia  satjafao- 
tjon,  it  onght,  and  doubtlees  wonld,  have  the 
same  inflnenoe  on  him,  as  a  formal  resolntion : 
for  a  resolntion  in  form  is  nothing  more:  it 
only  rednoes  to  a  certainty  the  opinion  of  the 
EoDB^  which  cannot  as  well  be  ascertained  in 
any  other  way ;  and  its  object  is  to  apprise  the 
Ezecntive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people.  Bnt  it  does  not  amonnt 
to  instmotiona ;  me  Honse  has  no  oonstitiitional 
anthority  to  ^ve  instmotiona :  it  is  not  so  in- 
tended, nor  will  it  be  so  received— tlie  EzecntiTe. 
with  tne  advantage  of  this  information,  will 
act  as  he  pleases,  and  take  the  responsibility.  It 
is  acknowledged  that  the  House  has  a  right  to 
express  an  abstract  opinion  on  groat  national 
couoema ;  and  this  is  nothiiw  more.  The  ap- 
Iffopriation  bill  stands  by  itaeU;  and  if  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolntion  is  not  doHred  to  produce 
some  effect  on  the  pnblio  opinion,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  why  wo  are  called  npon  to  act 
on  it.  Pass  the  ^ipropriation  bill,  and  that 
will  be  suffident 

I  will  here  be  allowed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  oommittee  to  the  Message  and  documents 
from  whence  we  derive  onr  information  on  the 
sut^ect ;  and  I  will,  in  their  order,  advert  to 
the  letters  of  Invitation,  and  the  answera  to 
them ;  and  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  received  and  treated,  by  the  Ezecntive 
branch  of  the  Government.  The  letter  of 
Balazar,  under  the  date  of  the  second  of  Ko- 
vember,  183S,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  men- 
tions tl^  the  honorable  Secretary  having  inti- 
mated, in  the  name  of  Lie  Government  that 
the  United  States,  if  formally  invited  by  Mexioo 
and  Colombia,  and  apprised  of  the  snbjeots  to 
be  discussed,  wonld,  on  their  part,  appoint  a 
person  to  represent  them.  If  the  snl^ect  sbonld 
be  approved  ot  by  the  United  States ;  the 
undersigned  ia  aooordingly  anthorlced,  by  bis 
Government,  to  address  this  invitation ;  which 
he  now  makes,  in  all  dne  form.  The  Butjeots 
of  disonaaion  he  puta  in  two  classes : 

J^rit.  Matters  peculiarly  aQd  ezduaively 
oonoeming  the  belligerents. 

Second.  Matters  between  the  belligerents 
and  nentrals. 

The  United  States,  he  sud,  will  not  take  part 
in  the  disonaaion  of  the  first  descriptioa ;  and 
he  confined  himself  to  the  latter.  He  then 
observed,  that  on  opportunity  wonld  be  afford- 
ed to  fix  some  principles  of  international  law. 
The  manner  in  which  all  colonizations  of  £a-. 
ropean  powers,  an  the  American  continent, 
shall  be  resisted,  and  their  interference  in  the 
present  contest  between  Spain  and  her  former 
colonies  prevented,  ore  other  points  of  great 
interest.  Were  it  proper,  an  eventual  alliance^ 
in  cose  these  events  shonld  occur,  which  ia 
within  the  range  of  possibilitiee,  and  the  treaty, 
of  which  no  ose  uiould  be  made,  until  the 
ea»ui  fcedtrU  shonld  happen,  to  remain  secret; 
or,  if  this  should  seem  premature^  a  convention 
so  anticipated  wontd  be  s  different  means  to 
Booore  the  same  end,  of  preventing  foreign  ior 
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flaence  :  this  Is  a  matter  of  immediate  utility 
to  the  American  Stataa  that  are  at  war  witl] 
Spain,  and  is  in  scoordnnca  nith  the  repeated 
decloratiouB  and  protests  of  the  Cabinet  at 
Waahington.  The  ooDferences  held  on  this 
snbiect  beinfj  confidential,  would  inorease  mn- 
tnal  frieudehip,  and  promote  the  reenectlre  in- 
terests of  the  partieB.  The  African  Blare  trade, 
And  the  relations  of  Hajti,  ore  mentioned  as 
other  topics. 

Obregon's  letter  is,  in  snbatonce,  the  same. 
After  obsemng  that,  b«ng  informed  of  the 
coDonrrence  of  this  Goveniment  In  the  idea  of 
diacnsBing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress,  as  was 
desired,  and  that  it  wonld  send  rqiresentatives 
to  it  under  condition  that  the  nentralitj  in 
which  it  stood  with  Spain  should  not  be  viotat- 
ed,  one  of  the  sabjects  he  mentioned  which 
wonld  oocnpj  the  attention  of  the  OongreHs, 
wonld  be  tne  resistance  or  opposition  to  the 
interference  of  anj  nentral  nation,  in  the  qnes- 
tion  and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  continent  and  Spain. 

After  l^eee  two  principal  subjects,  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America 
tnaj^  be  occnpied  upon  others,  to  which  the 
eziatenoe  of  the  new  States  ma;  give  rise.  The 
United  States  of  America  ma;  send  their  Bep- 
resentativea  to  take  part  in  those  qnestions, 
which,  long  since,  they  were  the  first  in  de- 
claring to  the  world  they  regarded  as  of  tran- 
cendent  importance  to  the  interests  of  all  Amer- 
ica ;  and  in  others,  to  which  the  formation  of 
the  new  States  will  give  rise ;  the  concnrrence 
in  which  will,  moreover,  accomplish  the  object 
BO  much  desired  b;  the  respective  Qoveniments, 
of  manifesting,  bj  deeds,  the  disposition  and 
facility  which  the  powers  of  ^is  continent 
possess,  to  act  in    concert    in   1' 


The  otfjecta  to  he  discnssed  are,  first,  ezcln- 
rively  concerning  the  belligerents— and,  sec- 
ond];, between  the  belligerents  and  neutrals. 
What  is  the  plain  meaning  of  all  this  ?  The  first 
class  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  discussed; 
and  the  reason  is,  because  we  will  come  to  no 
ooDolasion  with  the  new  States  Tipon  them : 
and  It  wonld  be  nseless,  and  beyond  the  range 
of  diplomacy,  to  enter  into  the  discussions  of 
subjects,  not  intended  by  either  party  to  be 
acted  npon.  Bnt  the  means  of  making  effectual 
the  assertion  of  the  principle  of  colonization, 
and  of  resisting  interference  from  abroad  with 
the  domestic  concerns  of  the  American  Qovem- 
menta,  are  to  be  among  the  subjects  of  consul- 
tation at  Panama,  by  aliiances,  and  mntaal 
E ledges,  if  terms  can  be  agreed  npon  to  the  sat- 
faction  of  each  party.  In  regara  to  the  inter- 
ference from  abroad  it  is  said  that  a  joint  decla- 
ration of  its  character,  and  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  maj  be  probably  bU  that  the  occasion 
wonld  require ;  and,  whether  the  United  States 
ahonld  or  not  be  parties  to  such  a  declaration, 
m:ay  justly  form  a  partofthedeliberations;  the 
means  of  resistance,  it  is  allowed,  are  generally 
to  be  dlscusaed ;  and  it  would  be  strange,  an^ 
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I  preanme,  withont  example,  If  the  Prerident 
should  instmct  onr  Ministers  to  take  a  part  in 
the  consultation  of  the  means  of  resistance,  if 
it  was  his  intention  to  abstain  entirely  from 
any  i^reement  on  the  subject.  He  has  con- 
veyed no  such  idga ;  he  merely  says,  it  would 
obvionsly  be  premature,  at  this  time,  to  antici- 
pate that  which  is  ofifered  merely  as  matter 


advisable  to  contract  any  oonventional  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  onr  views  wonld  extend  no 
Airther  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  partiM 
to  the  compact  to  mointun  the  principle,  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
colonial  lodRementa  or  establishment  of  Enro- 


to  the  Senate  the  words  are,  "  E 
will  guard  by  its  own  means."  If  these  mutual 
pledges  would  not  impose  beneficial  obligations, 
it  would  be  nugatory  to  enter  into  them ;  the 
object  is,  to  make  effectual  the  assertion  of  the 
pnnciple.  The  United  States  does  not  require 
any  pledge  to  protect  its  own  soil ;  and  can  it 
be  imagined  that  any  pledge  will  be  made,  if 
the  southern  Bepublics  are  to  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  itt  They  are  to  nse  their  own 
means ;  I  presume  tiie  meaning  of  Ihat  is,  if 
assistance  is  recdred,  it  is  some  time  to  be  re- 
munerated. The  Ezecntive  views  on  the  sub- 
ject cannot  be  confined  to  a  voluntary  permii- 
sion  of  European  colonization :  for  no  means 
then  would  be  necessary,  as  no  resistance  wonld 
he  required.  The  views  of  Salaair  and  Obre- 
gon  are  explicit  on  the  sut^ect;  and  they  tn 
nowhere  treated  otherwise  by  the  President. 
An  alliance  of  such  a  mysterious  character  as 
the  MessaRe  exhibits,  would,  of  all  otbera,  be 
the  most  Ukely  to  entangle  us.  The  Republic 
wonld  expect  some  advantage,  and,  when  baf- 
fled, it  would  produce  irritation  and  cold  feel- 
ings. The  President  is  too  much  of  a  states- 
man to  enter  into  a  convention  which  wonld 
impose  no  obligations  on  either  of  the  parties. 
And  the  reasons  why  he  is  not  more  par- 
ticular, are,  becanse  it  would  be  premature, 
as  the  subjects  are  to  be  under  consultation, 
and  it  would  be  impolitic  in  him  to  disclose  his 
whole  views.  There  is  enough  that  he  is  will- 
ing to  act  on  these  snbjects;  but,  to  nse  bis 
own  language,  to  concnr  In  nothing  that  will 
import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  Justly  excite  re- 
sentment in  any  of  the  Btates.  This  seems  te 
satisfy  many  nintlemen.  I  will  not  collect  all 
the  phrases  wnioh  have  been  employed,  on  this 
pointy  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Republics  of 
South  America,  and  the  heads  of  onr  Govern- 
ment; they  ore  in  substance  the  same,  tint 
dressed  in  different  language.  I  will  take 
those  expressed  by  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tarr  of  State. 

The  amendment  does  not  preclnde  the  treaty- 
making  power  from  argntng  and  convincing  the 
Govemmente  of  South  America  of  the  impro- 
priety of  any  attempt  to  liberate  from  Spain 
tlieidaudsis Porto Koo and Onbs.  TbetrM^* 
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J  power  la  left  free  to  diiooM  and 
divert  tbetn  from  this  mbject,  if  it  lies  in  their 
power — and  even  to  enter  into  any  Btipuktion 
on  tbe  subject,  wbich  will  not  inTolve  ns  in  any 
alliance,  offensive  or  defensive.  Of  all  the  sub- 
jects that  can  b«  acted  npon  in  the  Congreas, 
this  is  the  most  interesting  and  delioate  one  to 
as.  Still,  according  to  our  policy  we  cannot, 
'        ' '      '   *■«  T^tn^  onrselTei    *    ^  •    *  " 


and  ought  not,  to  b 


lefves,  but  l>e  left  at 


United  Soath  American  Btatea,  will  ^rsist  in 
posaeaaiDg  themselves  of  the  sovereignty  of 
these  iolsnda,  which  will  be  as  disadvantageoos 
to  OS  as  if  the  same  thing  was  effected  by  a 
£Qn4>«an  Gorenimsnt,  our  first  power  of  reust- 
anee  mnst  bs  peraaadon  and  Miioe;  the  next 
most  depend  iip<m  the  time  and  dronmstanees, 
Woold  OoDgreea  now  pass  a  law  anthoriEing 
die  President  toemploy  the  Ibroesirf  the  nation 
Bg^"«*-  any  European  power  who  should  at- 
tempt to  fa)ke  the  sovereigaty  of  these  islands 
frnn  Spain!  Ko,  they  wonld  not.  It  wonid 
be  a  daring  policy ;  the  people  woold  not  ap- 
prove of  it ;  tbey  wonld  not  be  willing  to  pat 
this  power  into  the  hands  of  th^  own  £zeca- 
tive,  bnt  would  prefer  to  be  free  to  act  aooord- 
ing  to  circumstances  when  the  time  arrives. 
And  wonld  it  be  more  acceptable  to  them  to 
tee  BQ  alliance  with  the  Sonthem  Republics, 
either  offensive  or  defen^ve,  by  which  the 
peace  of  the  nation  would  be  taken  partly  oat 
of  oar  own  hands  and  oammitted  to  others? 
The  answer  ia  irresifllibly  in  the  negative.  1 
will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  importance  of 
Caba  to  this  conntry.  There  hae  b«on  enongh 
said  on  this  head  by  my  colleague  (Hr.  Bn- 
OHUTAV)  and  others.  But  I  think  that  onr  tme 
and  dignified  policy  ought  to  be  the  same  with 
all  luUiona ;  and  that  we  ought  to  intimate  to 
tba  new  States  that  onr  deareet  interests  will  not 
pannit  as  to  look  on  a  <diange  of  sovereignty 
ofthoaeiaIandB,byanynation,  with  indifference. 
Hie  htworable  gentleman  fh>m  Louisiana  (Hr. 
I^TiHasToa)  has  described  the  oonseqaencea 
wbiob  would  flow  from  certain  oonditions  of 
tiie  island  of  Cuba,  in  a  manner  that  not  only 
exdted  his  own  feelings,  but  made  similar  im- 
preanons  mi  all  who  beiu^  him.  Certain  con- 
ditioiis  of  tite  island  of  Oaba  mi^t  encourage 
the  riung  of  the  blacks  in  the,^uth  on  their 
maaters :  for,  although  I  do  not  consider  the 
riaves  of  the  South  as  property  by  divine  right, 
tbey  are  so  treated  by  neoeasity  and  the  consU- 
tntkm ;  and  the  more  I  see  and  become  acquaint- 
ed with  Soutbem  gentlemen,  the  more  I  am 
convinoed  of  the  inutility  of  propositions  from 
the  non-slaveholding  States  on  the  subject  of 
emandpstion.  They  are  only  calculated  to 
prodnoe  iiritation,  without  the  prospect  of  ac- 
eomplishin^  any  good.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  says,  howevw,  that  the  Admin- 
iatratiun  would  not  permit  the  new  Btatea  to 


carry  on  war  gainst  it  in  a  savage  and  ferodoua 
manner,  by  patting  weapons  into  the  bands  of 
the  blacks  to  massacre  the  white  population. 
But,  if  we  wut  until  these  horrors  are  witnesa- 
ed,  I  fear  it  will  be  too  late  for  the  caose  of 
humanity,  as  the  white  population,  in  the  mean- 
while, will  chiefly  be  put  to  death.  Onba  be- 
longs t«  Spain,  and,  whenever  we  interfere  to 
support  Spain  in  retaluiag  it,  or  to  prevent  her 
from  transferring  it  to  another,  we  must  break 
oar  neutrality ;  and  that  is  an  event  which  wo 
should,  at  the  least,  coDtinoally  hold  in  antici- 
pation. Bnt  the  honorable  member  says,  that, 
on  this  subjaot,  we  will  not  be  able  to  discnss 
or  speak  at  the  Gongrees  at  Panama.  In  this, 
according  to  my  oonoeption  of  the  amendment, 
he  b  mirtaken.  It  is  the  dengn  of  the  am«id- 
ment,  if  ita  principles  should  be  adopted  by  the 
EieoDtive,  to  leave  every  thing  open  to  free  and 
fuU  discussion,  except  an  alliance  offendve  or 
defensive.  And,  if  there  ahoold  lie  any  doubt 
on  this  point,  the  words  of  the  amendment  can 
easily  be  enlarged.  Uy  colleagoe  (Hr.  Wiran) 
ooqjeotiires  that  the  new  States  may  have  been 
informed  by  our  Government  that  tiie  relations 
of  these  luands  shall  not  be  ohanged,  even  by 
them.  This.  I  think,  would  be  altogether  in- 
obnsistent  with  the  request  made  to  Mr.  Salatar 
that  the  rumored  expedition  by  them  agwnst 
these  islands  should  be  delayed  for  a  limited  time. 

In  adopting  a  system  of  sonthem  politics,  we 
Bhould  ohaerve  the  most  profound  caution ; 
every  step  we  take  ia  new  and  untried.  Sup- 
pose that  England  should  establish  a  oolony 
somewhere  near  Oape  Horn,  would  we  aend 
troops,  or  aid  in  money  t  But  it  may  be  said 
this  IS  not  vrithin  the  meaning  of  the  oonTeo- 
tional  agreement  contemplated  on  this  topio^ 
it  ia  only  to  maintain  the  principle  in  applica- 
tion, on  the  part  of  each,  to  its  own  territory. 
If  this  ia  reajly  the  meaning,  it  is  the  most  ju- 
didouB  agreement  that  conld  be  made  between 
us — that  is,  do  you  protect  your  own  soil,  and 
we  will  protect  onra,  each  with  our  own  meaua; 
and  let  na  enter  Into  the  best  commercial  ar- 
rangements in  our  power  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  geographical  Mvantages  of  the  two  conn- 
tries.  We  will  supiwse,  again,  that  England 
wonld  be  inclined  to  favor  the  Oovemment  of 
Brazil  in  the  existing  war  with  Buenos  Ayre& 
and  should  interfere  to  partition  off  a  part  of 
the  country  belonging  to  the  latteTjand  annex 
it  to  the  Government  of  Brazil.  This  would 
come  within  the  meaning.  I  ask,  in  sndi  an 
event,  woold  the  people  of  this  country  be  will- 
ins  to  go  to  war  with  England  f  I  think  I  may 
safely  affirm  that  they  would  not.  Then  why 
shonJd  we  keep  up  the  idea  of  this  pledge,  after 
it  bad  performed  its  office?  It  was  wise  and 
patriotic  when  made,  and  nobody  wishes  to  de- 
tract from  President  Honroe  the  nnfading  honor 
which  he  acquired  by  annooncing  it  to  the 
world ;  but  the  end  designed  is  now  accom- 
plished and  over. 

I  shall  make  no  effort  to  diminish  the  weight 
of  the  reasons  ^veu  by  the  Preddent,  except 
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tbe  last :  I  oannat  pass  that  over  nnnotioed,  aa 
I  differ  so  easeDtiallj'  in  opinion  vith  him. 
General  'Washington,  when  hving,  waa  the  fair- 
est and  purest  model  ofprndence  and  flrmneaa 
of  any  man  on  earth.  When  be  first  accepted 
the  command  of  the  armj,  erery  one  will  re- 
member bis  caadooa  langnage :  "  But,"  sud  he, 
"  lest  some  nnlaoky  event  sboold  happen  un- 
favorable to  my  character  and  to  m;  repntation, 
I  l>eK  it  may  be  remembered  by  every  gentle- 
mania  this  room,  that  I  this  day  declare,  wilii 
the  utmost  sin(»rity,  that  I  do  not  think  myself 
eqaal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with." 
Ajid  this  was  the  oaationa  and  prudent  charao- 
ter  he  munt^ed  from  that  day  nntil  the  day 
of  his  death ;  he  stood  as  the  rock  of  onr  salva- 
tion in  many  a  trying  scene.  And  in  1798, 
when  the  wild  principles  of  Frenoh  liberty 
were  fast  disseminating  themselvee  among  the 

nle,  whose  paasiona  had  been  rotued  in 
:  of  aiding  the  Frenoh  who  had  foogbt  fbr 
ns ;  he  remuaed  at  the  helm  of  the  Govern- 
ment onehaken,  and  issned  his  prooUmation  of 
nentrality,  which  put  into  practice  the  speciflo 
character  of  the  coontry,  by  which  the  nation 
was  saved  fhim  a  war.  And,  on  his  retirement 
from  bis  unprecedented  pnblio  career,  he  left 
his  principles  of  policy  respectingother  nations, 
as  a  legacy  to  ms  ooimb?.  He  warned  os 
agunst  the  danger  of  entangling  allianoes ;  he 
spoke  of  Enrope,  of  their  primary  interests,  and 
<rf  the  disUnoe ;  he  coold  not  do  otherwise, 
these  being  fkots.  But  it  is  not,  in  my  appre- 
hension, dednolble  fh>m  this,  that  he  wonld 
have  recommoided  entangling  alliances  with 
the  new  Republics  on  onr  borders.  Just  aft^r 
they  had  risen  into  Bxisl«nce.  He  warned  us 
against  alliances  with  the  countries  we  then 
had  intercourse  with  j  and  the  danger  woold 
ba  as  great^  if  not  greater,  to  form  alliances 
with  countries  a^ioinmg  us.  I  am  exceedingly 
mistaken  in  the  character  of  General  Washing- 
ton, if  he  would  not,  on  snch  an  occadon  as 
this,  have  had  an  agent  on  the  spot,  to  trans- 
mit information  to  be  dehberated  npon  at  home 
In  the  first  instance,  and  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  powers  of  this  CongreBs  and  the  mode 
of  its  organization,  before  he  would  have  done 
any  act — he  would  not  have  gone  on  specula- 
tion and  experiments — I  think  he  wonld  have 
had  an  agent  there  l>efore  this  time.  Let  the 
oonnsels  of  General  Washington  be  our  gnide 
in  this  important  crisis,  and  let  qb  enter  into  no 
ollianoe,  offensive  or  defensive,  on  any  point, 
in  time  of  peace,  with  any  country.  Bat  the 
President's  observations  on  the  oonnsels  of 
Washington  prove  oonclusively  what  I  have  be- 
fore affirmed,  that  there  is  a  willingness  on  tlie 
part  of  the  President  to  enter  into  these  al- 
liances. He  says,  I  csnnot  overlook  the  reflec- 
tion, that  the  counsel  of  Washington,  in  that 
instance,  like  all  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  was 
fbnnded  on  the  circamstances,  in  which  our 
country,  and  the  wodd  around  us,  were  situated 
at  the  time  when  it  was  given.  The  President 
then  oomparea  our  situation,  and  the  circum- 
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Btanoee  of  that  time,  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  then  asked  what,  from  the  very  words 
of  Washington,  wonld  be  his  counsel  to  his  oona- 
trymen  now.  Is  not  this  the  Isngnage  of  the 
President  that,  under  the  cironmstanGee  of  thnt 
day,  Washington  warned  na  against  entAO^Ung 
oUianoee  witli  the  powers  of  Enrope  t  Sot, 
under  the  drcumstsnoes  of  the  preeent  day,  as 
respects  the  Bepnblica  of  South  America,  Us 
advice  would  be  difierent  now  to  his  country- 
men !  K  that  is  not  the  inference,  and  the  un- 
deniable inferenoej  I  should  doubt  my  own  ex- 
istence :  and  it  is  in  strict  accordance  with  his 
aooeptance  of  the  invitation  under  the  lett«rs  of 
Bolazar  and  Obregon,  where  they,  widiout  the 
least  disguise,  treated  the  allianoee  on  the  two 
points  as  not  being  inconustent  with  the  nea- 
trality  of  this  country,  which  every  candid 
statesman  must  acknowledse  to  be  the  tvA ;  and 
It  Is  also  ooinoident  with  the  other  port  of  Us 
UesBsge,  which  I  have  already  hod  the  htxior 
of  referring  to ;  and  it  moreover  appeals  to  me 
that  he  has  made  no  effort  to  ooucetil  his  senti- 
ments. This  is  the  position  on  which  I  stand, 
and  the  foundation  of  my  argument,  that  there 
is  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  President  to 
enter  into  alliances  with  the  Republics  of  Bouth 
America  on  the  two  paints  heretofore  alluded  to. 
Is  this  the  opinion  of  the  peoide  of  this  coun- 
try!  Is  it  the  opinion  of  their  Representatives 
on  this  floor?  If  it  is,  r^eotthe  amendment 
at  once.  But,  if  it  is  otherwise^  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  committee  will  see  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it,  to  arrest  this  policy  on  its  first  ap- 
pearance. It  will  not  be  binding  on  the  Ezeo- 
utive ;  bat  he  will,  doubtless,  attend  to  it  wiQi 
the  deepest  respect.  We  should  enter  into  no 
entangling  alliances  with  these  new  Repablics, 
but  let  them  enjoy  our  hearty  sympathies  and 
the  moral  inflnenoe  of  onr  example.  We  will 
rqjoioe  at  their  successes — they  are  onr  sister 
BepubUca,  and  oar  neighbors,  and  we  must 
have  immense  dealings  with  them.  Let  them 
see  as  busy  in  the  improvement  of  our  own 
county,  and  in  the  encouragement  of  the  varioDB 
pursuits  of  man — let  them  see  onr  march  of 
mind  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  onr  genenal 
activity  and  industry — let  them  learn  Uiat  we 
do  net  waste  our  treasures  in  pomp  and  splen- 
dor, but  expend  them  for  the  prosperity  and 
happltiess  of  the  people — and  let  them  know  that 
our  policy  is  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  preeerved 
with  honor,  and  that  we  will  not  enter  into  en- 
tangling alliances  with  any  nation — and  let  them 
be  informed  of  the  effect  of  our  padflc  policy ; 
how  it  has  converted  our  wilderness  into  cnl- 


nndor  the  auspices  of  onr  free  instituUona,  it 
has  increased  our  population  and  national 
wealth.  The  influence  of  snch  examples  will 
do  more  for  these  new  Republics  thui  all  tiie 
swords  that  we  can  employ  in  their  favor,  and 
all  the  allianoes  that  we  can  make  with  them, 
which,  in  the  end,  might  prove  dangerons  to 
both  countries. 
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Mr.  F.  JosBBOR  said :  The  trae  poliej  of  oar 
oonntrj  ii  peace — our  proper  ground  is  Ben- 
tralitj' — and  I  &m  u  nnwUliug  to  depart  from 
either,  as  anj  one  here.  I  ao)  opposed  to  all 
alliance  offeniriTe  or  defenaive,  and  to  all  en- 
tan^ing  leagaes  whatever.  I  am  for  xay  coiin- 
tiy  being  1^  free,  ood  to  act  according  to  oir- 
cmmstuicsa,  to  preserve  aud  wi*int.»in  ita  rights 
•od  ita  interetta. 

Our  bistitations  are  Repnblioaa ;  the  fbelinsa, 
tlie  habits,  and  mannera,  of  the  people  of  ttie 
TJ&Hed  Stales  are  euendall;  Republican,  It  is 
human  natore  to  be  partial  to  onrselTes,  our 
ftmJBwt,  and  our  giends ;  and  it  is  aooording 
to  tiie  diotatee  of  the  same  natnre  to  (bel  a  par- 
tially for  that  oonntrj  and  that  peoj^e,  whoee 
inatitaticnia  aaaimilate  nearest  onr  om.  It  is 
IiDman  natore  to  feel  and  Bjmpathize  for  thow 
who  hare  stroked  ag^nat  and  overoome  the 
diffleoltiM  and  adversitiea  which  we  onraelves 
have  hftd  to  enooonter ;  and  henoe,  It  is  par- 
donaUa,  and  even  prsisewortbr,  in  the  people 
ot  thia  ooontrj,  to  yield  their  best  ^hes  to  a 
people  who,  ue  onr  anceatora,  have  broken 
theehmisoftTnuuijr  andtriompbantlvaohleved 
th^Ubwties. 

That  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  eon- 
qnered  and  ooloniied  hj  Sptia  some  centnriea 
ago^  has  remained,  until  witnia  a  recent  period, 
aliiMMt  entirely  concealed  behind  the  tbiI  of 
Spanish  poUoj ;  ita  extent,  its  population,  and 
its  reaonroea,  were  bnt  partially  known,  and 
little  understood  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  All 
■t  onoe,  M  it  were^  thirty  millions  of  people 
presented  themselves,  ctmtending  for  their  Ub- 
OTties  Bg^Qst  that  monarchy  which  had  so  long 
held  them  in  the  most  abject  vassalage.  They 
hftve  shown,  that  they  posaeaaed  bravery  to 
obt^o,  and  virtne  to  m^tain  their  independ- 
ence ;  instead  of  Spanish  colonies,  they  present 
to  tlie  rest  of  the  hmnan  ftmily  seven  inde- 
pendent and  sovereign  Repnblics,  And  when 
gentlemen  suppose  we  feel  no  sympathy  for 
these  Bepnblioa,  Aeir  anppodtion  is  against 
nature,  and  agunst  fact.  These  Bepublios  look 
to  onr  Institntiona  as  the  model  for  their  own ; 
they  look  to  na  as  impartial  and  diainteregted 
Maids,  who  desire  their  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendency and  as  willing  to  yield  them  any 
advice  or  comisel  which  onr  experience  may 
afford.  If  they  cannot  look  to  ns  as  friends  to 
tbtar  institntions,  to  whom  can  they  look  ?  To 
foain,  to  France,  or  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns, 
wno  are  anxious  to  see  them  return  to  ^eir 
ctdonial  bondage  t  Where  la  the  Repnblioan 
Qovemment  on  earth  with  which  t&ey  can 
eotnniane  freely,  except  it  is  oars  I  Through  all 
their  sbTig^es,  they  luve  been  accompanied  b^ 
OUT  wiriies  for  their  snccees ;  they  have  shovrn 
the  ntmost  friendriiip  for,  and  confidence  in, 
ns ;  they  have  achieved  tbm  independence,  and 
have  wreed  to  hold  a  oonnoil  to  consult  on, 
md  to  dense  the  best  means  to  preeerve  and 
perpetuate  the  liberties  they  have  so  noblr 
won :  to  wUoat  imtiortsnt  regalations  of  friend- 
ij  sod  onnmonu^  interoonraa  among  them- 
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selves  and  with  other  nations ;  and  other  mat- 
ters, in  which  this  country  is  also  deeply  inter> 
exted,  are  to  be  diacnascd  and  settled  there ;  and 
they  have  invited  ns  to  attend  their  delibera- 
tions, by  our  Ministers  or  agents.  They  are 
onr  neighbors;  and  who  will  imagine  that  wft 
are  not  deeply  interested  in  their  Qzing  perma- 
nently and  firmly  their  Governments  on  the 
model  and  principles  of  om-  own,  and  of  layinc 
a  sure  foundation  of  perpetnal  peace!  Ana 
diall  we  refnse  the  friendly  invitation,  upon  so 
momentous  an  occasion,  in  the  final  results  of 
which  onr  Institutiona,  onr  peace,  01 
and  the  principlea  of  liberty,  may  be  so  ei 
tially  and  vitally  affected  I 

Bat,  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  send  ITmistra^ 
for  fear  of  entangling  alliances.  What  ^nnd, 
I  aak,  ia  there  for  these  fears !  There  is  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  to  be  fonnd  in  the  documenta 
or  correspondence.  But  the  letter  of  Mr.  Sala- 
zar  has  l«en  referred  to  as  conolurive^  in  which 
he  aays,  "  if  it  be  proper,  an  eventual  allianoe 
may  be  formed."  And  in  what  spirit  was  this 
exprearion  made  I  By  an  examlnatitxi  of  the 
whole  correspondence  with  the  Republioa  m 
the  subject^  it  will  be  found  that  those  Bepob- 
liea,  reposing  in  us  the  ntmost  confidence,  have 
intimated  a  wiUingneas  to  be  guided,  in  a  good 
degree,  by  our  counsels,  in  drawing  closer  to- 
seUier  the  bonds  of  friendship.  His  expression 
^  "  if  it  be  not  improper ;  showing  that  he 
himself  doubted  the  policy,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  was  willing  to  submit  the  sulject  to  con.- 
mderadon. 

In  all  the  invitations  to  thlsmeeting,  including 
Mr.  Balaiar's,  we  are  eipreaalj  told  that  It  will 
not  be  expected  that  we  shall  take  any  sUp, 
or  enter  mto  any  discussion  or  negotiation, 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our 
neub'ality ;  that  they  desire  oor  ud  in  diaouas- 
ing  anoh  topics,  and  setding  such  matters  only 
as  are  of  an  interesting  nature  to  us,  and  sa<^ 
as  are  of  common  interest  to  both  countries. 

Why  ahoold  they  desire  an  alliance,  ofiensiva 
or  defensive,  with  as  I  The  time  when  they 
needed  onr  aaslatance  is  gone  by.  In  the  time 
of  their  atrnggles  and  conflicts,  they  might  have 
imagined  an  ^iemce  useful  to  them.  But  now, 
when  not  an  enemy,  not  a  Spanish  bayonet,  is 
to  be  fonnd  within  their  whole  country ;  when 
the  Allies  of  Europe  have  abandiwed  tdldemgns 
against  them ;  when  England  has  become  their 
Enend — at  leaat  in  commercial  relations — what 
need  have  they  for  alliances,  except  amoi^ 
themselves)  Spain  is  unable  to  renew  the 
war ;  no  war,  in  fiiot,  exists — it  ia  bnt  in  name. 
Bo  weak  and  powerless  is  the  Government  of 
Spun,  that  it  has  had  to  renew  ita  engagements 
to  retain  the  French  troops  within  its  territories, 
to  anatdn  Ferdinand  on  the  throne. 

The  South  American  Bepublios  need  no  alli- 
ances with  ns ;  they  want  none ;  and  if  they 
did  I  should  be  nnwiUing  to  agree  to  it  The 
President  has  expressly  told  us  Uiat  none  would 
be  contracted,  or  entered  into ;  and,  before  he 
would  aeoept  the  InvitAtion,  he  teUs  as  that, 
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"  among  the  inqoiriea  which  were  thought  en- 
titled to  eooeideralion  b«fbre  the  detorminatioii 
was  taken  to  accept  the  inritataon,  was  that, 
whether  the  meaanre  ini^ht  not  have  some  t«n- 
dene?  CO  change  the  poliof  hitherto  invariablj 
pnraned  b7  the  United  States,  of  avoiding  til 
entangling  allianou,  and  all  unoecessar?  for- 
eign connections."  Ceold  snj  man  have  acted 
with  more  cantion  than  the  President  has,  be- 
fore he  woald  tiooept  the  invitation,  to  aeoer- 
tain  whether  onr  scoeptance,  and  sendinfc  Min- 
ist«rB,  "  miffht  not  have  a  tendencjr  to  change 
onr  policy  I  And  yet  some  gentlemen  contend 
that  there  ia  reason  to  fear  that  the  President 
intendi  to  form  allianoea.  8ir,  the  gentlemen 
in  the  opposition  have  placed  themselves  on 
difficult  ground  to  be  maintained,  of  a^uing 
against  flicta.  And,  if  the  facta  were  not  so 
gtaring  agdnst  thera,  jet,  in  rapport  of  their 
amendments,  thej  woidd  be  boand  at  least  to 
^ow,  that  the  Repnblics  of  South  America 
wished  to  enter  into  snoh  alliance,  and  that  the 
President  intends  it ;  they  ought  to  show  both; 
they  can  show  neither ;  their  argument  stands 
withont  proof — opposed  by  the  biterests  and 
trne  policy  of  both  countries,  and  to  tiie  decla- 
ration of  the  President. 

It  is  alleged,  that  one  langnage  has  been  held 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  another 
on  this  side,  in  regard  to  Oaba ;  and,  by  the 
way,  1  suppose,  of  adding  weight  to  the  charge, 
it  is  also  said  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  "f  Stato 
to  Mr,  Middleton,  which  contains  what  was 
said  over  the  water,  was  sent  to  the  Senate  and 
not  to  this  House.  Sir,  there  is  neither  incon- 
ristency  nor  impropriety  in  the  language  used 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  in  withholding  that  pa- 

Er  from  this  Honse.  In  the  communication  to 
'.  Middleton,  the  Becretarj.in  urging  on  Rns- 
ala  the  necessity  and  importance  of  her  inter- 
fering with  Spain  to  get  her  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  Sonthem  Repnblics,  as  the 
only  means  Spain  had  of  reserving  the  island 
of  Cuba,  tells  Mr,  Middleton,  as  much  as  this 
Government  desires  to  see  Ouba  remain  in  the 
hands  of  Spun,  yet  the  President  does  not  see 
how  the  United  States  can  rightfully  interfere 
witli  force  between  Spain  and  the  Repablics,  to 
prevent  their  taking  it,  if  Spun  obstinately 
persists  in  protracting  the  war.  To  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  the  Secretary  says,  the 
United  States  are  unwilling  to  see  Cuba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  requests  they  should  desist 
from  taking  it ;  hnt  he  did  not  add  that  the 
United  States  could  not  rightfully  interfere  with 
force  to  prevent  its  tranter ;  and  this  is  sub- 
stantially (for  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  lan- 
gnage (^  the  Secretary)  the  difference  com- 
plained of,  and  BO  much  dwelt  upon,  by  some 
gentlemen  in  the  onposition. 

The  object  of  tJie  negotiation,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  was,  to  prevent  Cuba 
changing  masters,  and  to  brine  about  a  peace 
between  Spun  and  the  Bepuhlics,  hy  getting 
Spain  to  acknowledge  their  independence. 
Cnba  was  in  danger  of  b^ng  tak«ii  by  Mei- 
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ieo  and  Colombia.  Bussia  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  told  we  could  not  nse  force  to  pre- 
vent the  conquest ;  but^  if  Spain  wonld  bo> 
knowledge  the  independence  of  the  Republics, 
and  therebj'  make  peace  with  them,  ttiat  dke 
would,  by  that  means,  be  able  to  hold  Cuba. 
This  view  of  the  subject,  it  was  hoped,  wonld 
induce  Bossia  and  France  to  interfere  and  pra- 
vtul  on  Spun  to  do  so — in  order  to  suspend 
the  enterprise  against  the  island — until  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation  should  he  known.  It 
was  said  to  Mexico  and  Colombia,  that  the 
United  States  are  unwilling  to  see  Cnba  pass 
fW>m  Spun,  and  we  desire  yon  to  desist  from 
taking  it.  Suppose  the  Secretary  bad  said  to 
Rnssia,  after  requesting  her  mediation  witb 
Spun  on  the  sabject,  that  this  Government  wiU 
not  permit  the  Repnblics  to  t^e  Cuba,  where 
wonld  have  been  the  indnoement  to  Russia  to 
interfere,  or  for  Spain  to  yield !  Suppose  he 
had  said  to  Mexico,  that,  although  the  United 
Stat«s  do  not  wish  Cuba  to  pass  out  of  the 
hands  of^pain,  yet,  if  you  choose  to  take  it,  the 
President  cannot  see  any  gronnd  upon  which 
this  Government  can  interfere;  would  there 
have  been  any  inducement  for  them  to  have 
forborne  to  execute  the  enterprise  they  were 

C paring  against  Cuba?  What  ought  to  hav« 
n  sua  I  Precisely  what  was  aaid — to  Rus- 
sia an  open  and  candid  view  of  the  policy  of 
this  Government  was  stated ;  and  to  the  Re- 
publics, the  wish  of  this  conntry  in  regard  to 
Cuba  was  also  furly  stated. 

But  the  opinion  that  we  conld  not  rightfully 
interpose  with  force,  to  prevent  their  taking  It, 
was  witbheld,  leaving  them  to  conjecture  as  to 
the  course  that  would  be  pursued  in  case  they 
made  the  attempt.  The  Repnblics  want  peace; 
Spain  wants  to  retain  Oaba;  and  Cuba  seema 
to  be  the  only  means  left  by  wbicb  Spun  and 
the  Repnblics  can  be  brought  to  terms.  The 
negotiation  has  been  ably  and  properly  conduct- 
ed, upon  fair  and  just  principles,  and  the  only 
impropriety  1  can  see  in  the  whole  aShlr,  is  the 
publication  of  the  letter  to  Ur.  Middleton, 
pending  so  important  a  negotiation — a  thing 
altogether  nnprecedentod  in  the  annals  of  our 
conntry.  If  the  Senate,  regardless  of  the  inter- 
ests of  onr  conntry,  have  caused  that  letter  to 
be  published,  it  snrely  can  form  no  gronnd  for 
the  enemies  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  to  charge 
improper  condnct  on  the  President  or  Secreta- 
ry. The  reasons  which  influenced  the  Presi- 
dent to  witbhold  that  letter  from  this  Bouse 
mnst  be  obvious ;  the  Executive  knew  it  ought 
not  to  l>e  made  public  during  the  negotiation 
— it  accompanied  a  conAdential  communication 
to  the  Senate.  In  the  resolution  of  this  Honse 
he  was  told  that  it  was  not  desired  he  shoald 
send  Ds  any  thing  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  pub- 
lic interest  required  be  should  not  disclose.  The 
communication  to  this  House  was  understood 
as  intended  for  the  public  as  well  as  ourselves. 
He  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  sent  it  to  thia 
House ;  and  yet,  strange  a*  it  may  seem,  ho  is 
ebarged  on  tlua  floor  witli  great  Improprielr 
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fi>r  sMi^DgtliAt  doonment  to  the  Seaat«,  where 
it  was  ezp«ot«d  to  be  kept  from  pnblio  view 
ontil  the  n^otiatioQ  was  ended,  and  for  not 
tending  it  to  this  House  U>  be  mode  public.  Sir, 
if  he  had  done  u  the  gentlemen  complain  he 
did  not  do,  he  meet  oerCainlf  wonld  have  done 
wrong — as  it  haa,  he  has  done  HghL  After 
the  pablicAtioD  of  tUia  document  bj  the  Senate, 
if  the  BepublloB  of  the  South  do  not  take  Onba, 
it  will  be  altogether  owing  to  their  Mendship 
and  regard'to  the  wishea  and  iatereetB  of  thu 
ooontrj.  Before  it  waa  pnbli«lied  the;  ooold 
not  know  but  we  wonld  emploj  force  to  pre- 
vent their  taking  it — now  the;  know  we  will 
not  interpose^  Tbej  have  tlie  strongest  poeA- 
Ue  indncementa  to  take  it.  It  la  a  rioh  priie 
— but  it  ii  more :  it  Mrvea  Spain  sb  a  rallying 
point  for  offenure  operations  against  Uexico, 
Colombia,  and  Goatmnala,  heiag  situated  near 
to  each  of  ^leee  RepoHioa.  And  »o  long  as 
^Huu  holds  that  idand,  and  ooodnDes  the  war, 
each  of  these  Qorenunents  will  be  compelled 
to  keep  np  a  fon»  to  proteet  themselves  from 
icvasioQ  from  it ;  a  foroe  in  each,  more  than 
competent  to  sabdne  Cuba.  Ndther  can  they 
tell  at  what  moment  an  invasion  maj  be  at- 
tempted. And  can  we  eipeot  that  the;  will 
oontinne  to  endure  this  expense,  as  well  as  the 
oonatant  apprehenuon  of  mvaaion,  merely  to 
oblige  DB  t  Woold  we,  placed  in  their  sitnation, 
forbear  to  rid  ourselves  of  such  an  expense  and 
snch  an  annoyance !  And,  if  we  would  not,  can 
we  expect  it  from  others,  and  oau  it  be  expects 
ed  liiat  we  shoold  make  war  against  the  Bepnb- 
fics  for  Spun  i  We  do  not  want  the  island  of 
Cuba  :  it  is  contrary  to  our  policy,  to  onr  set- 
tled prineiplea,  and  our  tma  int«r«eta,  to  have 
colonies ;  and  it  is  a  polioj  we  shall  adhere  to 
■o  long  as  we  shall  entertain  a  due  sense  of  our 
interests.  So,  sir,  we  do  not  want  Cuba  ncr 
Canada.  We  would  not  have  either  to-mor- 
row, if  they  were  ofiered  to  qbl  We  have 
territory  enough  for  these  fifty  years  at  least; 
and  we  are  happy  and  prosperous  under  onr 
present  policy ;  and  I  never  wish  to  see  it 
^an{^  m  that  respect. 

It  u  oar  interest  that  Cnba  shall  remain  as 
it  10.  1  deny  the  right  of  Znglaud  or  France, 
or  any  Earopean  power,  to  take  Oubsr — it  is  no 
point  of  annoyance  to  them — it  does  not  He 
oontjgnons  to  them;  and  onr  interest  and  safety 
adiDoniah  OS  it  ought  not  to  pass  into  the  hands 
of  any  of  the  great  maritime  powers.  They 
might  be  disposed  to  blockade  the  Mississippi, 
or  create  a  system  of  monopoly  in  the  island. 
It  wonld  be  a  oonvenient  point  from  which  to 
make  invasions  on  the  Sonthem  States  of  cnr 
Union ;  and  we  musl  therefore,  take  care  it 
does  not  &11  into  such  hands,  peaceably  nor  for- 
cibly. But,  if  it  must  pass  from  Spain,  I  cannot 
■ay  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(iCr.  Bahilton,)  that  I  would  rather  it  should 
go  into  the  hands  of  England.  No,  sir,  if  it 
most  pass  from  Sptun,  and  if  it  can  go  without 
a  recurrence  of  the  blood  and  confusion  of  St. 
Dotniugo,  I  had  rather  it  dtoold  pais  into  the 


hands  of  Mexico,  who  b  onr  neighbor,  and  not 
The  House  adjourned. 

Fbid^t,  April  14. 
Mittwri  to  Paiutnto. 

The  Honse  having  a^n  resumed  Uie  conMd- 
eration  of  the  report  («  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Belations,  approving  the  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma with  the  amendmenta  proporing  a  qnalifi- 
cation  to  the  general  espr«snon  of  ^tprobatioD 
thereof — 

Mr.  Wusmt  addressed  tlie  oommittee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Churman  :  I  am  not  ambitions  of  ampli- 
fying this  discussion.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
my  annoDs  wish  to  confine  the  debate,  so  ta 
as  I  partake  in  it,  to  tli«  real  and  material  qoea- 
tions  before  ua. 

Our  judgment  of  things  is  Uatde,  donbtleM, 
to  be  affected  by  onr  opinions  of  men.  It 
wonld  be  affectation  in  me,  or  in  any  one,  to 
claim  an  exemption  from  this  possibility  of 
bias,  I  can  say,  howevar,  that  it  has  been  my 
sincere  pnrpose  to  consider  and  disousa  tho 
present  subject  with  the  ringle  view  of  finding 
out  wliat  duty  it  devolves  npon  me,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  any 
thing  has  diverted  me  from  that  sole  aim,  it  has 
been  agiunst  my  intention. 

I  think,  sir,  that  there  are  two  questions,  and 
two  only  for  our  decision.  The  first  is,  wheth- 
er the  House  of  Representativei  will  aGsome  the 
responsibility  of  withholding  the  ordinary  i^>> 
propriation  for  carrying  into  effect  an  Eieon- 
tive  measure,  which  the  Ezeonlive  Department 
baa  conHtitationally  instituted  t  The  seoond, 
whether,  if  it  will  not  withhold  the  appropria- 
tjon,  it  will  yet  take  the  responubility  of  inter- 
posing with  its  own  opinions,  directions,  or  in- 
structions, as  to  the  manner  m  which  this  par- 
ticular Executive  measure  shall  be  conducted  t 

I  am,  certainly.  In  the  ne^tiye,  on  both  these 
propositions ;  I  am  neither  willing  to  refnse  tbo 
appropriation,  nor  am  I  willing  to  limit  or  re- 
strain the  diBcretion  of  the  Executive  before 
hand,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  per- 
form its  own  appropriate  constitutional  duties. 
And,  sir,  those  of  us  who  hold  these  opiniona 
have  the  advantage  of  being  on  the  oonmum 
highway  of  onr  nalionol  pohtics.  We  propose 
nothing  new ;  we  sugg^t  no  change ;  we  ad- 
here to  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government, 
as  I  understand  it,  firom  its  origin.  It  is  for 
those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  in  favor  of 
either  or  both  of  the  propositions,  to  show  ua 
the  cogent  reasons  whidi  reoommend  their 
adoption.  The  duty  is  on  them  to  satisfy  the 
Honse  and  the  country  that  there  is  something 
'n  the  present  occasion  which  calls  for  such  an 
tztraonlinary  and  unprecedented  interference. 

The  President  and  Senate  have  instituted  a 

Siublic  mission,  for  the  pnrpose  of  treating  with 
oreign  States.  The  constitution  gives  to  the 
President  the  power  of  appoiadng,  with  the 
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coneeiit  of  the  8«iata,  AmbBModoni,  and  oth- 
er pablio  Umiatorg.  Bnch  appointmeat  is, 
therefore,  a  clear  and  nnqDesuonable  exer- 
taee  of  Executive  power.  It  is,  indeed,  leas 
connected  with  the  appropriate  dnties  of  tUi 
Honae  than  almost  an;  oUier  ZxocndTe  act,  be- 
cause the  offloe  of  a  public  Minister  is  not  crea- 
ted by  any  rtatnte  or  law  of  onr  own  Govem- 
ment.  It  exists  under  the  law  of  nationa,  and 
ia  recognized  as  existing  by  onr  oonstitQtion. 
The  acts  of  Oongren,  indeed,  limit  tiie  aalariee 
of  pablio  Minister! ;  bat  thay  do  no  more.  Ev- 
ery thing  else  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
pablio  Ministers,  their  nmnbera,  the  time  of 
their  appointment,  and  tlie  negotiations  con- 
templated in  Boch  appointments,  is  matter  for 
EiecQtiye  discretion.  Every  new  appointment 
to  BQpply  vacancies  in  existing  missions,  ia  nn- 
der  the  same  aathority.  There  are,  indeed, 
what  we  commonly  term  standing  missions,  bo 
known  in  the  practice  of  tie  Goveriunent,  bnt 
they  are  not  made  so  by  any  law.  All  mis- 
sions rest  on  the  same  ground.  Now  the  qnes- 
tion  is  whether  the  President  and  Senate,  Lav- 
ing created  this  mission,  or,  in  other  words, 
having  appointed  the  Ministers,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  nndonbted  constitutional  power,  this 
House  will  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
defeating  its  objects,  and  rendering  this  exer- 
cise of  Executive  power  void  t 

By  voting  the  sslaries  in  the  ordinary  way, 
we  assume,  as  it  seems  to  me,  no  responubility 
whatever.  We  merely  empower  another  branch 
of  the  Government  to  discha^^e  its  own  appro- 
priate duties,  in  that  mode  which  seems  to  it- 
self most  conducive  to  the  public  interests.  We 
Are,  by  so  voting,  no  more  responsible  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  negotiation  shall  be  con- 
ducted, than  we  are  for  the  maimer  in  which 
one  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  may  disohai^ 
the  duties  of  his  oSioe. 

On  the  other  band,  if  we  withhold  the  ordi- 
nary means,  we  do  not  inonr  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility. We  interfere,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  Government  according 
to  ConstitaUonBiforTas  and  provisions.  It  ought 
constantly  to  be  remembered  that  our  whole 
power,  in  the  cabcl  is  merely  incidental.  Jt  is 
only  because  public  Ministers  must  have  sala- 
ries, like  other  officers,  and  becanse  no  salaries 
con  be  paid,  bnt  by  our  vote,  that  the  subject  is 
referred  to  as  at  all.  The  constitution  vests  the 
power  of  appointment  in  the  President  and  Ben- 
ote ;  the  law  gives  to  the  Preddent  even  the 
power  of  flxiDg  the  amount  of  salary,  within 
certain  limits;  and  the  only  question  here  is 
upon  the  appropnation.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  have  the  power,  If  we  see  fit  to  exer- 
cise it,  to  break  np  the  mission,  by  withholding 
the  saJaries ;  we  have  power  also  to  break  np  the 
ooart,by  withholding  the  salaries  oftheJad^es, 
orto  break  up  the  office  of  President,  by  with- 
holding the  salary  provided  for  it  by  law.  All 
these  things,  it  ia  true,  we  have  tbepowertodo, 
ainoeweholdthekeysof  theXreaanry.  But, then, 
«aa  we  rightfblly  exercise  this  power  t     The 


gentlonan  fhnn  Pennsylvania,  QSt.  Bdohutav,) 
with  whom  I  have  great  pleasure  in  concurring 
on  this  part  of  the  case,  while  I  regret  that  I  difiar 
with  him  on  others,  has  placed  this  question  in 
a  point  of  view  which  cannot  be  improved, 
These  officers  do,  indeed,  already  exist.  Tb^ 
are  public  Ministers.  If  they  were  to  neeott- 
ate  a  treaty,  and  the  Senate  ahoold  ratify  it,  it 
would  become  a  law  of  the  land,  whether  we 
voted  their  salaries  or  not.  This  shows  that 
the  ooDstitatton  never  oont«mplated  that  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  shoold  act  a  part  in 
originating  negpotiations  or  concluding  treatiea. 

I  know,  sir,  it  is  a  useless  labor  to  discuss  the 
kind  of  power  which  this  House  incidentally 
holds  in  tJieee  cases.  Men  will  differ  in  that 
particular ;  and,  as  tiie  forms  of  public  bad- 
ness and  of  the  constitution  are  such  that  tba 
pwwer  may  be  exercised  by  this  Bouse,  there 
will  always  be  some,  or  always  may  be  some, 
who  feel  inclined  to  exercise  it.  For  myself,  I 
feel  bound  not  to  step  out  of  my  own  sphere, 
and  neither  to  exercise  nor  control  any  author- 
ity, of  which  the  oonstitntion  has  intended  to 
lodge  the  f^  and  unconatraioed  exercise  in 
other  hands.  Oases  of  extreme  necessity,  in 
which  a  regard  for  public  safety  is  to  be  the  sa- 
preme  law,  or  rather  to  take  place  of  all  law, 
mnst  be  allowed  to  provide  for  themselves  when 
they  arise.  Reasoning  from  such  possible  caaea 
will  shed  no  light  on  the  general  patii  of  oar 
constitutional  duty, 

Mr.  Ohau-man,  it  b  onr  fortune  to  be  called 
npon  to  act  our  part,  as  pnblio  men,  at  a  moot 
interesting  era  in  human  affturs.  The  short 
period  of  your  life,  and  of  mine,  has  been  thick 
and  crowded  witi  the  most  important  events. 
Not  only  new  interests  and  new  relations  have 
sprung  np  among  States,  but  new  societiea,  new 
nations,  and  familiee  of  nations,  have  risen  ta 
take  their  places,  and  perform  th«r  parts,  in 
the  order  and  the  intercourse  of  the  world. 
Every  man,  aspiring  to  the  character  of  a 
statesman,  mnst  endeavor  to  enlarge  his  views 
to  meet  this  new  state  of  tilings.  He  must  aim 
at  adequate  comprebenaion,  and,  instead  ot 
being  satisfied  with  that  narrow  political  sa- 
gacity, which,  like  the  power  of  minuto  vision, 
sees  small  things  accurately,  but  can  see  noth- 
ing else,  he  must  look  to  the  far  horizon,  and 
embrace,  in  his  broad  survey,  whatever  the 
series  of  recent  events  has  brought  into  con- 
nection, near  or  remote,  with  the  country 
whose  interest  he  studies  to  serve.  We  have 
seen  eight  Btates,  fbnned  out  of  colonies  on  our 
own  continent,  assume  the  rank  of  nations. 

This  is  a  mighty  revolution ;  and,  when  we 
consider  what  an  extent  of  the  surface  of  the 
globe  they  cover;  through  what  climates  they 
extend;  what  population  they  contain,  and 
what  new  impute«e  they  must  derive  frwn  this 
change  of  Government,  we  cannot  but  perceive 
that  great  effects  are  likely  to  be  prodaced  on 
the  intercourse  and  tlie  interests  of  the  civil- 
ized worid.  Indeed,  it  has  been  forcibly  said, 
by  the  intelligent  and  disdnguiclied  stttMnmi 
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who  conductB  the  foreign  relationB  of  England, 
thu  when  we  now  spefik  of  Europe  uid  tiie 
wts^d,  we  mean  Europe  and  America ;  and 
Uut  tbe  different  systeins  of  these  two  portions 
t€  tlie  globe,  and  their  several  and  various  in- 
tareals,  mnst  be  thoronghly  studied  imd  nioely 
balanced  bj  the  etatesmen  of  the  times. 

In  manj  respeots,  sir,  tbe  European  and  the 
Ajnerioan  nations  are  alike.  They  are  alike 
Otrietian  States,  oivOiied  States,  and  oommer- 
dil  States.  Thej  have  access  to  the  same 
conmion  fonntaina  of  Intelligenoe ;  they  all 
draw  from  those  soorees  which  belong  to  the 
vhoie  ciTilized  world.  In  knowledge  and  let^ 
ters,  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  they  differ 
in  d^rees ;  bnt  they  bear,  nevertheless,  a  gen- 
eral resemblance.  On  the  oilier  hand,  m  mat- 
ttn  of  government  and  social  instJtntioDs,  the 
nations  on  this  continent  are  fonnded  upon 
jainciplee  which  never  did  prevail,  in  consiaer- 
able  extent,  either  at  any  c4;her  time,  or  in  any 
other  place.  There  has  never  been  presented 
to  the  mind  of  man  a  more  interesting  sabieot 
of  omtempUtion  than  the  establishment  of  so 
many  nations  in  America,  partaking  in  the  oiv- 
ilizuion  and  in  the  arts  of  the  Old  World,  bat 
having  left  behind  them  those  cnmbrons  insti- 
tutions which  bad  tbeir  origin  in  a  dork  and 
military  age.  Whatsoever  European  experi- 
uoe  has  developed,  favorable  to  the  freedom 
and  the  happineBa  of  man;  whatsoever  Enro- 
pean  genins  has  invented  for  faia  improvement 
or  gratification  ;  whatsoever  of  retioement  or 
pnluh  the  onltnre  of  European  societr  presents 
ittr  his  adoption  or  enjoyment — all  this  is 
offered  to  man  in  America,  with  the  additional 
adiantages  of  the  fnll  power  of  erecting  forms 
rf  Government  on  free  and  simple  principles, 
vilboat  overturning  instttntions  snited  to  times 
long  passed,  bnt  too  strongly  supported  either 
bjiateresU  or  prejudices  to  be  shaken  wtth- 
oot  eonvnlsiona.  This  unprecedented  state  of 
things  presents  the  happiest  of  all  occasions  for 
SB  attempt  to  establish  national  interconrse 
npon  improved  principles— npon  principles  tend- 
ing to  peace,  and  the  mutnal  prosperity  of  ns- 
tioni.  In  this  respect,  America,  the  whole  of 
Atoerica,  has  a  new  career  before  her.  If  we 
look  back  on  the  history  of  Europe, 
bow  great  a  portion  of  the  last  r  ■ 
bar  St«t«s  have  been  at  war  for  i 
nected  mainly  with  her  fendal  monarchies ; 
vvs  for  partionlar  dynasties ;  wars  to  support 
or  defeat  particular  saccessions;  wars  to  en- 
large or  curtail  the  dominions  of  particular 
ODwns;  warn  to  support  or  dissolve  family 
allignces;  warn,  in  fine,  to  support  or  to  resist 
religious  intolerance.  What  long  and  bloody 
chapters  do  these  not  fill,  in  the  history  of  Eu- 
ropean politics  1  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
does  not  rejoice  to  see,  that  America  has  a  glo- 
rioos  chance  of  escaping  at  least  these  causes 
of  contention  ?  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
does  not  rejoice  to  see,  that  on  this  continent, 
under  other  forma  of  Government,  we  have 
bcfwe  u  the  noble  hope  of  bdng  sole,  by  tbe 
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mere  influence  of  civil  liberty  and  religions 
toleration,  to  dry  np  these  outpouring  fonutains 
fit  blood,  and  to  eztingniah  these  consuming 
■fires  of  war )  The  general  opinion  of  the  age 
bvora  such  hopes  and  such  prospects.  There 
is  a  growing  disposition  to  treat  the  intercourse 
of  nations  more  like  the  useful  intercourse  or 
friends — philosophy,  Jnst  views  of  national  ad- 
vantage, good  sense,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon religion,  and  an  increasing  conviction  that 
war  is  not  the  inl«rest  of  the  human  race — all 
the  interest  created  by  this 
the  list  of  nations. 

We  have  heard  it  said,  sir,  that  the  topic  of 
South  American  independence  is  worn  out,  and 
threadbare.  Such  it  may  be,  sir,  to  those  who 
hove  oont«mplat«d  it  merely  as  an  article  of 
newsj  like  the  fluctuation  ot  the  markets,  or 
tbe  nse  and  fall  of  stocks.  Sucb  it  may  be,  to 
those  minds  who  can  see  no  consequences  fol- 
lowing from  these  great  events.  But,  whoever 
has  either  imderstwd  their  present  importance, 
or  can  at  all  estimate  their  ftitore  influence — 
whoever  has  reflected  on  the  new  relations 
they  introduce  with  other  States — whoever, 
among  onrselves  especially,  has  meditated  on 
the  new  relations  which  we  now  bear  to  them, 
and  the  striking  attitude  in  which  we  ourselves 
ore  now  placed,  as  tbe  oldest  of  the  American 
nations,  will  feel  that  the- topic  can  never  be 
without  interest;  and  will  oe  sensible  that, 
whether  we  are  wise  enough  to  perceive  it  or 
not,  the  establishment  of  Boutb  American  in- 
dependence wilt  affect  all  nations,  and  onr- 
selvea,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  through 
all  coming  time. 

Bnt,  sir,  although  the  hidependence  of  these 
new  States  seems  effectually  accomplished,  yet 
a  lingering  and  hopeleaa  war  is  kept  up  against 
them  by  8p^.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
by  all  nations.  To  Spain  it  is,  as  every  reason- 
able man  sees,  useless,  and  without  hope.  To 
the  new  States  themselves,  it  is  burdensome 
and  afflictive.  To  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations,  it  is  annoying  and  vexations.  There 
seems  t<>  be  something  of  the  pertinacity  of  the 
Spanish  character  in  fiolding  on  in  sncn  a  des- 
perate course.  It  reminds  us  of  the  seventy 
years  during  which  Spain  resisted  the  inde- 
pendence of  Holland.  I  think,  however,  that 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  war 
approaches  to  its  end.  I  believe  that  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  our  own  Government  have  had 
an  effect  in  tending  to  produce  that  result.  I  un- 
derstand, at  least,  that  the  question  of  recog- 
nition has  been  tajien  Into  consideration  by  tb» 
Spanish  Qovemment ;  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that  a  war,  which  Spain  finds  to  be  so  expen- 
sive, which  the  whole  world  tells  her  is  so 
hopeless,  and  which,  If  continued,  now  threat- 
ens her  with  new  dangers,  she  may,  ere  long^ 
have  the  prudence  to  terminate. 

Our  own  course,  during  this  contest  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  is  well  known.  Thongh 
entirely  and  strictly  neutral,  we  were  in  flivor 
of  early  recognition.    Onr  opiiuons  were  velt 
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known  to  the  Allied  SoTereigiu  when  in  .Con- 
l^reas  at  Aii-la-Chapelle,  in  1818,  at  which 
time  the  afiwa  of  Sptiiii  and  her  colonies  were 
under  consideration ;  and,  probably,  the  knowl- 
edge of  those  aentijDeiita,  together  with  the 
pouoy  adopted  bj  England,  prevented  any  in- 
terference by  other  powers  at  that  time.  Yet 
ire  hiiTe  tn^ed  Spain  with  sorapulona  dehoa- 
OT.  We  acted  on  the  oaee  as  one  of  oivil  war. 
We  treBt«d  with  the  new  GoTermnentB  aa  G^v- 
eniinenta  d4  faeto.  Not  qneetiouing  the  right 
of  Spain  to  ooeroe  them  back  to  their  old  oW 
dience,  if  she  had  the  power,  we  yet  held  it  to 
be  onr  right  to  deal  with  Ihem  as  with  ezisting 
GoTemmenta  in  fact,  when  the  moment  arri-rea 
•t  which  it  became  eppsfent  aod  muiifest  that 
the  dominion  of  Spain  over  these'her  ancient 
ooloniee,  was  at  an  end.  Our  right,  onr  inter- 
est, and  our  duty,  aU  ooncnired  at  that  moment 
to  recommend  recognitioD — and  we  did  re- 
eosniie. 

If^  it  is  asked,  we  send  Ministers  to  a  Con- 
greea,  composed  altogether  of  belligerents,  is  it 
not  a  breach  of  nentrolity  1  Certunly  not : 
no  man  can  say  it  is.  Sappose,  mr,  that  these 
ICnisters  from  the  new  Stat«e,  instead  of  Pan- 
■ma,  were  to  assemble  at  Bogota,  where  we 
already  have  a  Uinister ;  their  oonncils,  at  that 
plaoe,  might  be  beUi^erent,  while  the  war 
■hoold  last  with  Spun.  But  sbonld  we,  on 
that  account,  recall  onr  Minister  from  Bt^ota  \ 
The  whole  argoment  rests  on  this;  that  be- 
oause,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  agents 
pf  the  SoQth  American  Govermnents  may  ne- 
gotiate about  their  own  relations  with  each 
other,  in  r^ard  to  their  common  war  against 
Spain,  therefore  we  cannot,  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  negotiate  with  them,  or  any  of 
them,  npon  oar  own  netitral  and  commercial 
lelations.  This  proposition,  sir  cannot  be 
maintained;  and,  therefbre,  all  the  inferenoee 
fromitfuL 

But,  sir,  I  see  no  proof  that,  as  between 
QiemselTce,  the  Representatives  of  the  South 
American  States  are  to  possess  other  than 
diplomatic  powers.  I  refer  to  the  treaties, 
which  are  essentiaUy  alike,  and  which  have 
been  often  read. 

With  two  exceptions,  which  I  will  notice, 
the  articles  of  these  treaties,  describing  the 
powers  of  the  Congreaa,  are  substantially  like 
those  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1S14,  providing 
for  the  Ck>ngreB8  of  Vienna,  It  was  there  stipn- 
lated  that  aU  the  powers  should  send  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Vienna,  to  regulate,  in  general  Con- 
greSH,  the  arrangements  to  complete  the  provi- 
nons  of  the  present  treaty,  now,  it  might 
have  been  here  asked,  how  regvlaU  f  How  reg- 
ulate in  general  Congress! — regulate  by  votes) 
Sir,  nobody  asked  such  questions ;  simply  be- 
oaoae  it  was  to  be  a  Oongress  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. The  two  exceptions  which  1  have 
mentioned,  are,  that  this  Congress  is  to  act  as 
»  OonnoU,  and  to  interpret  treaties;  but  there 
ia  nothii^  in  either  of  these,  to  be  done,  which 
WMj  not  b«  done  diplomatically.     Whit  ia 


than  diplomatic  intercourse  to 
explain  and  to  interpret  treaties?  Or  what 
more  frequent  than  tl^  nations,  having  a  com- 
mon oljject,  interchange  mntual  counsels  and 
advice,  through  the  medium  of  their  respectiva 
Ministers  t  To  bring  this  matter,  sir,  to  the 
test,  let  me  ask,  whan  these  Ministers  assemble 
at  Panama,  can  they  do  any  thing  but  accord- 
ing to  their  instructions  t  Have  they  any  or- 
ganization, any  power  of  action,  or  any  rule  of 
action,  common  to  them  all!  No  more,  sir, 
than  the  respective  Ministers  at  the  Congress 
of  Vienna.  Evei^  thing  is  settied  by  the  nse 
of  the  word  Plenipotentiary.  That  prnvee  tb« 
meeting  to  be  diplomatic,  and  nothing  else. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  Plenipotentiary  member  of 
the  Legislature  I — a  Plenipotentiary  bnrgesa  of 
a  city ) — or  a  Plenipotentiary  knight  of  the  shira  t 

We  may  dismiss  all  fears,  sir,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  this  meeting.  Onr  agents  will  go 
there,  if  tbey  go  at  all,  in  the  character  of 
Ministers,  protected  by  the  public  law,  n^o- 
tiatlng  only  for  ourselves,  ana  not  cdled  on  to 
violate  any  neutral  duty  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment. If  it  be  so,  that  this  meeting  has  other 
Ewers,  in  consequence  of  other  arrangementa 
tween  other  States — of  which  I  see  no 
proof — still  we  are  not  party  to  these  arrange- 
mente,  nor  can  be,  in  any  way,  affected!^ 
them.  As  far  as  this  Government  is  con- 
cerned, nothing  can  be  done,  but  by  Qegotift- 
tion,  as  in  other  cases. 

I  must  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee to  an  important  point  in  the  discua^on 
— I  mean  the  declaration  of  the  President  in 
1888.  Not  only  as  a  member  of  the  House^ 
bat  as  a  dtizen  of  the  country,  I  have  an  anx- 
ious desire  that  this  part  of  our  public  history 
shoold  stand  in  its  proper  light.  Sir,  in  my 
Judgment^  the  country  has  a  very  hiah  honor, 
connected  with  that  occurrence,  wbii^  we  may 
maintain,  or  which  we  may  sacrifice.  I  look 
npon  it  as  a  part  of  its  treasures  of  repatatiim ; 
andj  for  one,  I  intend  to  guard  it. 

Sir,  let  as  recnr  to  the  important  political 
events  which  led  to  that  declaration,  or  accom- 
panied it  In  the  fkll  of  1832,  the  allied  sov- 
ereigns held  their  Congress  at  Verona.  The 
great  sut^ect  of  consideration  was  the  condi- 
tion of  Spun,  that  country  then  being  nnder 
the  government  of  the  Cortea.  The  qnestion 
was,  whether  Ferdinand  should  be  reinstated 
in  all  his  authority,  by  the  intervention  of  for- 
eigu  force.  Bussia,  Frusta,  France,  and  Aus- 
tria, were  inclined  to  that  measure ;  England 
dissented  and  protested ;  hnt  the  course  "was 
agreed  on,  ana  France,  with  the  consent  of 
these  other  continental  powers,  took  the  con- 
duct of  the  operation  into  her  own  bands.  In 
the  spring  of  1888,  a  French  army  was  sent 
into  Spain.  Its  success  was  complete.  The 
popular  Qovernment  was  overthrown,  and  Fei^ 
dhiand  re-established  in  all  his  power.  This  in- 
vasion, sir,  was  determined  on,  and  undertaken, 
precisely  on  the  doctrines  which  the  alliea 
m<HiBrohi  bad  prod^med  the  year  befrare  at 
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lAjbach  ;  and  that  is,  th&t  the;  had  a  right  to 
interfere  in  the  eouoema  of  another  Btote,  and 
isfonn  its  OoTenunent,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
affects  of  its  bad  example :  this  bad  example, 
be  it  remembered,  EJwajs  imag  the  ezantple  of 
free  QovemmenL  Now,  air,  acting  on  this  prin- 
ciple of  snpposed  dangerous  example,  and  hav- 
ing  pat  down  the  example  of  the  Oort«8  in 
&HUD,  it  was  natural  t«  inquire  with  what  ejea 
tney  would  look  on  the  coloniea  of  Spain,  that 
vwe  fidlowing  atill  worse  examples.  Would 
Sng  FerdUumd  and  hie  allies  be  content  with 
what  had  been  done  in  Spain  itself,  or  woold 
he  solicit  their  ud,  and  was  it  likely  they 
vonld  grant  it,  to  anbdne  his  rebellions  Ameri- 


Sir,  it  was  in  this  postnre  of  affurs,  on  an 
ooca^on  which  has  already  been  alluded  to, 
that  1  ventnred  to  say,  early  in  the  sesnon  of 
December,  1828,  that  these  allied  moDarcha 
might  probably  tnm  their  attentjon  to  Ameri- 
ca; that  America  oaiae  within  their  avowed 
docbine,  and  that  her  example  might  very  pos- 
dbly  attract  their  notice.  The  doctrinea  of 
Layhach  were  not  limited  to  any  cootinent ; 
Spain  had  colonies  in  America,  and,  having  re- 
fmmed  ^lain  herself,  to  the  tme  standard,  it 
TBS  not  impoaeihle  that  they  might  ee«  fit  to 
complete  the  work,  by  reconciUng,  in  their 
way,  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country. 
Now,  sir,  it  did  so  happen,  that,  as  soon  as  tiie 
^Mnish  king  was  oompIet«]y  re-established,  he 
md  invite  the  oo-operation  of  his  allies  in  re- 
mrd  to  Sonth  America.  In  the  same  month  of 
December,  1828,  a  formal  invitation  was  ad- 
dressed, by  Spun,  to  the  conrts  of  St.  Peters- 
hoTg,  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Paris,  proposing  to 
establish  a  conferenoe  at  Paris,  in  order  that 
the  Plenipotentiaries,  there  assembled,  might 
ud  Spain  in  adjusting  the  aff^rs  of  her  revolt- 
ad  provinces.  These  affairs  were  proposed  to 
be  adjost^d  in  snub  manner  as  should  retain 
the  soverei^ty  of  Spain  over  tbem ;  and, 
though  the  oo-operation  of  the  allies,  by  force 
^  arms,  was  not  directly  solicited,  inch  was 
evidenOy  the  object  iumed  aL 

The  King  of  Spain,  in  making  this  request  to 
the  members  of  the  Holy  Allluice,  argned  as 
it  has  been  seen  he  might  argue.  He  qnoted 
their  own  doctrines  of  Layhach,  and  he  pointed 
ont  the  pernicious  example  of  America;  and 
he  reminded  them  that  their  success  in  Spain 
ttael^  had  paved  the  way  for  sncoessfiil  opera- 
tions against  the  spirit  of  liberty  on  this  side 
the  Atlantio. 

The  proposed  meeting,  however,  did  not  take 
place.  England  had  already  taken  a  decided 
course:  for,  as  early  as. October,  Mr.  Canning, 
in  a  conference  with  the  French  Uiiuster  in 
London,  informed  him,  distinctly  and  express- 
ly, that  England  would  consider  any  foreign 
interference,  by  force  or  menace,  in  the  dlS' 
pnta  between  Spain  and  the  colonies,  as  a  mo- 
tive for  recognizing  the  latter  withont  delay. 

It  is  probable  this  determination  of  the 
"    "  *!  Qovemment  was  known  here  at  the 
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commencement  of  the  session  of  Oongreas ; 
and  it  was  under  these  circumstances,  it  waa 
in  this  oriaia,  that  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration 
was  made.  It  was  not  then  ascertained  wheth- 
er a  meeting  of  the  allies  would,  or  would  not, 
take  plaoe,  to  concert  with  Spain  the  means  of 
re-establishing  her  power;  bnt  it  was  plain 
enough  they  would  oe  pressed  by  Spain  to  aid 
her  operations ;  and  it  was  plain  enoush,  also, 
that  they  bad  no  partioluar  liking  to  wnat  was 
taking  plaoe  on  this  side  the  Atlantio,  nor  any 
great  disinclination  to  interfere.  This  was  the 
postnre  of  affairs;  and,  sir,  I  concur  entirely 
m  the  sentiment  eipreased  in  the  resolution  of 
a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  ^fr.  Maak- 
LEY,)  that  this  declaration  of  Mr.  Houroe  waa 
wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic. 

It  has  been  aaid,  in  the  oonree  of  this  debate, 
to  have  been  a  loose  and  vagne  declaration.  It 
waa,  I  believe,  sufficiently  studied.  I  have 
understood,  from  good  authority,  that  it  was 
considered,  weished,  and  distinctly  and  decid- 
edly approved,  by  every  one  of  the  Preddent'a 
advisers,  at  that  time.  Our  Government  could 
not  adopt,  on  that  occasion,  precisely  the 
course  which  England  bad  taken.  England 
threatened  the  immediate  recognition  of  the 
provinces,  if  the  allies  should  take  part  with 
Spain  against  them.  We  had  already  recog- 
nized them.  It  remained,  therefore,  only  for 
our  Government  to  say,  how  we  should  oon- 
dder  a  combination  of  the  allied  powera  to 
affect  objects  in  Amerioa,  as  afiteting  our- 
selves ;  and  the  Message  waa  intended  to  eay, 
what  it  does  say,  that  we  should  regard  m^ 
combination  as  daogerone  to  us.  Sir,  I  agree 
with  those  who  msintmn  the  proportion,  and 
I  contend  against  those  who  deny  it,  that  the 
Message  did  mean  something;  that  it  meant 
much ;  and  I  mainbun,  against  both,  that  the 
declaration  effected  much  good,  answered  the 
end  designed  by  it,  did  great  honor  to  the 
foresight  and  the  spirit  of  the  Government, 
and  that  it  cannot  now  be  token  back,  retract- 
ed, or  annulled,  withont  disgrace.  It  met,  sir, 
with  the  entire  concurrence,  and  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  country.  The  tone  which 
it  uttered  ibund  a  corresponding  response  in 
the  breasts  of  the  free  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  people  saw,  and  they  r^oioed  t« 
see,  tha^  on  a  fit  occasion,  our  weight  nad  been 
thrown  into  the  right  scale,  and  that,  withont 
departing  from  onr  duty,  we  had  done  some- 
thing useful,  and  something  effectual,  for  the 
cause  of  civil  liberty.  One  general  glow  oif 
exultation — one  universal  feeling  of  the  grati- 
fied love  of  liberty — one  conscious  and  proud 
perception  of  the  connderation  which  the 
country  possessed  of  the  respect  and  honor 
which  belonged  to  it — pervaded  all  bosoms. 
Possibly  the  public  enthusiasm  went  too  far : 
it  certainly  did  go  far. 

But,  sir,  the  sentiment  which  this  declaration 
inspired  was  not  confined  to  onreelves.  Its 
force  was  felt  everywhere,  by  oil  those  who 
could  nnderstand   its  olijeot  and   foresee  ite 
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effMt  In  that  yerj  House  of  OouunonB,  of 
whicb  the  sentleman  from  Booth  CbtoIUia  he» 
■poken  wil^  Buoh  commendBtJon,  how  was  it 
Uiera  received  ?  Not  only,  sir,  with  approba- 
tion, bat,  I  TD&j  Bay,  with  do  little  eDthoBiaeni. 
While  the  leading  Minister  expressed  his  entire 
ooncnrrence  in  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of 
the  American  President,  his  distinguished  com- 
petitor in  that  popnlar  body,  less  restrained  by 
official  decornm,  more  at  liberty  to  ^ve  utter- 
ance to  the  feelinga  of  the  occasion,  declared, 
that  no  event  had  ever  crested  greater  joy,  ex- 
ultation, and  gratitude,  among  all  the  freemen 
in  Europe ;  that  he  felt  pride  in  being  connect- 
ed, by  blood  and  language,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  policy  disclosed  by 
the  Keasage  became  a  great,  a  free,  and  an  in- 
dependent nation;  and  that  he  hoped  his  own 
country  wonld  be  prevented  by  no  mean  pride, 
or  paltry  jealonqr,  from  following  so  noble  and 
glorious  an  eiample.         , 

It  is,  donbtlesB,  true,  as  I  took  ocoadon  to 
observe  the  other  day,  that  this  declaration 
must  be  considered  aa  foanded  on  onr  rights, 
and  to  Hfiring  rounly  f^m  a  ref^ard  to  QieiT 
preservation.  It  did  not  oommit  ns,  at  all 
events,  to  take  np  arms,  on  any  indication  of 
hostile  feeling  by  the  powers  of  Enr(n)e  towards 
South  America.  If,  for  example,  all  the  States 
of  Europe  had  refused  to  trade  with  Sontb 
America,  until  her  States  ahonld  return  to  their 
former  allegiance,  that  would  have  fiunlshed 
no  cause  of  iiiterferenoe  to  us.  Or,  if  an 
Brmament  had  been  furnished  by  the  allies  to 
act  against  provinces  the  most  remote  from  us, 
as  Chili  or  Buenoa  Ayres,  the  distance  of  the 
scene  of  action  diminishing  our  apprehension 
of  danger,  and  diminishing,  also,  onr  means  of 
effectual  interposition,  might  still  have  left  ns 
to  content  onrselves  with  remonstrance.  But 
a  very  different  case  wonld  have  arisen,  if  an 
army,  equipped  and  maintuned  by  these  pow' 
era,  bad  been  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  commenced  the  war  in  our  own 
Immediate  neighborhood.  Snch  an  event  might 
justly  be  regarded  as  dangerous  to  ourselves. 
and,  on  that  ground,  to  have  called  for  deoidea 
and  immediate  interference  by  us.  The  senti- 
ments and  the  policy  announced  by  the  declara- 
tion, thus  understood,  were,  therefore,  in  strict 
conformity  to  our  duties  and  our  interest 

Sir,  I  look  on  the  Message  of  December, 
1828,  as  forming  a  bright  page  in  onr  history. 
I  will  neither  help  to  erase  it,  nor  tear  it  out ; 
nor  shall  it  be,  by  any  act  of  mine,  blurred  or 
blotted.  It  did  honor  to  the  sagacity  of  the 
Government,  and  will  not  dimini^  that  honor. 
It  elevated  the  hopes,  and  gratified  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people.  Over  these  hopes  I  will 
not  brin^  a  mildew ;  nor  will  1  put  that  grati- 
fied patriotism  to  ahame. 

But  how  should  it  happen,  dr,  that  there 
should  now  be  such  a  new'bom  fear,  on  the 
subject  of  this  declaration  t  The  critds  fa  o 
tlie  danger  is  past  At  the  time  it  was  nmdej 
Uiere  was  real  gronnd  for  Apprehension :  i 
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not  improbable,  that  the  allied  powers  might 
interfere  with  America.  There  is  now  no 
gronnd  for  any  snch  fear.  Most  of  the  gentie- 
who  have  now  spoken  on  this  subject, 
at  that  time  here.  Tbey  aU  heard  the 
Tot  one  of  them  complained. 
And  yet,  now,  when  all  danger  is  over,  w« 
are  vehemenUy  warned  agdnst  the  sentiments 
of  the  declaration. 

I  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  Bubject  of  Cuba — the  most  Im- 
portant part  of  our  forei^  relations.  It  is  the 
hinge  on  which  interesting  events  may  possi- 
bly tnrn.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  review  their 
opinions  on  this  subject,  Iwfore  they  fnlly  com- 
mit themselves.  I  understood  the  honorable 
member  from  Sooth  Carolina  to  eay,  that,  if 
Spain  chose  to  transfer  this  ialand  to  any  power 
in  Europe,  she  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  we 
could  not  interfere  to  prevent  it.  Sir,  this  is  a 
delicate  subject.  I  hardly  feel  competent  to 
treat  it  as  it  deservM ;  and  I  am  not  qnito  will- 
ing to  state  here  all  that  I  think  about  it.  I 
'  however,  dissent  from  the  opnion  of  the 
man  from  Sonth  Carolina.  The  rights  of 
nations,  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  are  neceesaril; 
very  much  modified  by  circnmstancea.  Be- 
osnse  England  or  France  could  not  rightfully 
complain  of  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  ns,  it  by 
no  means  follows,  as  the  ^ntleman  supposea, 
that  we  could  not  oomplun  of  the  cession  of 
Cuba  to  one  of  them.  The  pitun  difference  is, 
that  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  us  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  safety  of  either  of  those  nations^ 
nor  fatal  to  any  of  their  great  and  essential  in- 
terests. Frozimity  of  position,  neighborhood, 
whatever  augments  the  power  of  ininring  and 
annoying,  very  properly  belong  to  the  consid- 
eration of  all  cases  of  this  kind.  The  greater 
or  lees  facility  of  acoess  itself  is  of  conudera- 
tion  in  such  i^aestions,  because  it  brin^  or 
may  bring,  weighty  consequences  with  it.  It 
jnstifies,  for  these  reasons,  and  on  these  grounds, 
what  otherwise  might  never  be  thought  of. 
By  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson obtained  a  province.  Without  any  alter- 
ation of  our  constitution,  we  have  made  it  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  ita  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives, now  coming  from  several  States, 
are  here  among  us.  Now,  sir,  if,  instead  of 
being  Louisiana,  this  had  been  one  of  the  prov- 
inces of  Spain  proper,  or  one  of  her  South 
American  colonies,  he  must  have  been  a  mad- 
man that  should  have  proposed  such  an  acqui- 
sition. A  high  conviction  of  its  convenience, 
arising  from  proximity,  and  fhnn  close  natnral 
connection,  alone  reconciled  the  country  to  the 
measure.  ConsiderationH  of  the  same  sort 
have  weight  in  other  cases. 

An  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Wiosutbe)  argues,  that,  although  we  might 
righthily  prevent  another  power  from  taking 
Cuba  from  Sp^n,  by  force,  yet,  if  Spain  should 
choose  to  make  the  voluptwy  transfer,  we 
should  have  no  right  wbaterw  to  int«rfbre^ 
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Sir,  this  is  ft  distinction  without  a  difference. 
If  Tre  are  likelj  to  have  contentioa  abont 
Caba,  let  us  first  well  consider  what  onr  rights 
Are,  sad  not  commit  ourselves.  And,  sir,  if  we 
hftve  anj  right  to  interfere  at  all,  it  applies  as 
well  to  die  case  of  a  peaceable,  as  to  that  of  a 
fm^ble  transfer.  If  nations  be  at  war,  we  are 
not  Jndgee  of  the  qnestion  of  right,  in  that 
wsr;  we  most  acknowledge,  in  both  parties. 
the  mntnal  right  of  attack,  and  the  mntoal 
right  of  coni^oesL  It  is  not  for  ns  to  set 
boands  to  their  belligerent  operations,  so  long 
ftB  the7  do  not  affect  onraelTes.  Onr  right  to 
interfere,  sir,  in  any  saoh  oaae,  is  bot  the  exer- 
case  of  the  ri^t  of  reasonable  and  neoeasary 
'  aelf-defence.  It  is  a  high  and  delicate  exercise 
of  that  right;  one  not  to  be  made  but  on 
grounds  of  "tntDg  and  manifest  reason,  Justice, 
snd  neceed^.  The  real  question  ia,  whether 
the  possession  of  Cuba,  by  a  great  maritJme 
power  of  Enrope,  would  serionslf  endanger 
oar  own  immediate  secaritj,  or  our  SBaeatisl 
intereats.  I  pat  the  qnestion,  sir,  in  the  lan- 
gnage  of  some  of  the  best  considered  Btate 
p^Mts  of  modem  times.  The  general  mle  of 
naticHu]  law  is,  unqnestionabl;,  agunst  inter- 
ference in  the  transactions  of  other  States. 
There  are,  however,  acknowledged  exceptions, 
ntfwin^  out  of  circumstances,  and  founded  in 
Ihoee  circa  rastanees.  These  exceptions,  it  has 
been  properly  saiil,  cannot,  without  danger,  be 
rednced  to  previons  rule,  and  incorporated  into 
the  ordinary  diplomacy  of  nations.  Nevorthe- 
lew,  tbey  do  exist,  and  must  be  Judged  of  when 
they  arise,  with  a  jost  r^ard  to  onr  own  essen- 
tial interests,  but  in  a  spirit  of  strict  justice  and 
delicacy  also  towards  foreign  Statee. 

The  groond  of  these  exceptions  is,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  self-preservation.  It  is  not  a 
dight  iiynry  to  our  interest ;  it  ia  not  even  a 
great  incwivenieuce,  that  makes  ont  a  case. 
There  must  be  danger  to  our  security,  or  dan- 
ger, manifest  and  imminent  danger,  to  our  es- 
MDtial  rights,  and  essential  interests.  Now, 
air,  let  us  look  at  Cuba.  I  need  hardly  refer 
to  its  present  amount  of  commercisl  conneo- 
tion  with  the  United  States.  Our  statistical 
tahlco,  I  presume,  would  show  as  that  onr  com- 
merce with  the  Havana  alone  is  more  in 
amount  than  onr  whole  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  and  all  her  dependencies.  But 
tills  is  bnt  one  part  of  the  case — not  the  most 
important.  Cuba,  as  is  well  said  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  is  placed 
in  the  month  of  tlie  Mississippi,  Its  occnpa- 
tioo  by  a  strong  maritime  power  would  be  felt, 
in  the  first  moment  of  hostility,  as  far  up  the 
Uis^issippi  and  the  Missouri,  as  onr  popnlatioo 
extends.  It  is  the  commanding  point  of  the 
Gulf  of  Ueiico.  Bee,  too,  how  it  lies  in  the 
very  line  of  our  coastwise  traffic;  interposed 
in  the  very  highwuy  between  New  York  and 
New  Orieons.  Now,  «r,  who  has  estimated,  or 
who  can  estimate,  the  effect  of  a  change  which 
■hould  place  this  island  in  other  hands,  subject 
it  to  aaw  mlea  c^  oommerdal  intercourse,  or 


connect  it  with  objects  of  a  different  and  still 
more  dangerons  natore?  Sir,  I  repeat  that  I 
feel  no  disposition  to  pursue  this  topic,  on  the 
present  occasion.  My  purpose  is  only  to  show 
its  importance,  and  to  beg  gentlemen  not  to 
pr^udice  any  rights  of  the  country,  by  ossent- 
mg  to  propositions  which,  perhaps,  may  be 
necessary  to  be  reviewed. 

And  here  I  differ  again  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  Be  thinks  that,  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  we  should  wait  till  the  event 
cornea,  withont  any  previous  declarations  of 
our  sentiments  upon  subjects  important  to  onr 
own  rights  or  interests.  Sir,  such  declarations 
are  ofton  the  appropriate  means  of  preventing 
that  which,  if  unpreveuted,  it  might  be  diffi- 
cult to  redress,  A  great  oUect  in  holding 
diplomatic  intercourse,  is  franUy  to  expose  the 
views  and  objects  of  nations,  and  to  prevent, 
by  candid  explanation,  collision  and  war.  In 
this  case,  the  Government  has  said  that  we 
could  not  assent  to  the  transfer  of  Onba  to  an- 
other European  State.  Oan  we  so  assent!  Bo 
gentlemen  think  we  cant  If  not,  then  it  was 
entirely  proper  that  this  intimation  shonld  be 
frankly  and  seasonably  made.  Candor  required 
it ;  and  it  wonid  hare  been  nnpardonable,  it 
would  have  been  injustice,  as  well  as  folly,  to 
have  been  ulent,  while  we  might  suppose  the 
transaction  to  be  contemplate,  and  then  to 
complain  of  it  afterwards.  If  we  should  hare 
a  subsequent  right  to  complain,  we  have  a  pre- 
vious right,  equally  clear,  of  protesting ;  and  if 
the  evil  be  one  which,  when  it  comes,  would 
allow  OS  to  apply  a  remedy,  it  not  only  allows 
us,  bnt  it  makes  it  onr  duty,  also,  to  apply  pre- 
vention. 

But,  air,  while  some  gentlemen  have  mun- 
tuned  that,  on  the  subject  of  a  transfer  to  any 
of  the  European  powers,  the  Preddent  has  said 
too  much ;  others  insist  that,  on  that  of  the 
islands  being  occupied  by  Mexico  or  Colombia, 
he  has  said  and  done  too  little.  I  presume,  sir, 
for  my  own  part,  that  the  strongest  language 
has  been  directed  to  the  source  of  the  graat^ 
danger.  Heretofore,  that  danger  was,  doubt- 
less, greatest,  which  was  apprehended  from  a 
voluntary  transfer.  The  other  has  been  met  as 
it  arose ;  and,  thus  far,  adequately  and  suffi- 
oientlj  met.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  but  say, 
that  I  never  knew  a  more  extraordinary  argu- 
ment than  we  have  heard  on  the  cooduct  of 
the  Executive  on  this  part  of  the  case.  The 
President  is  charged  with  inconaistenoy,  and, 
in  order  to  make  this  out,  public  despatches 
are  read,  which,  it  is  s^d,  militate  with  one 
another. 

Sir,  what  are  the  facts  T  The  Government 
saw  fit  to  invite  the  Emperor  of  Bnaaia  to  use 
his  endeavors  to  bring  Spain  to  treat  of  peace 
with  her  revolted  colonies.  Russia  was  ad- 
dressed on  this  occasion  as  the  fliend  of  Spain ; 
and,  of  course,  every  argument  wliioh  was 
thought  might  have  infiuenoe,  or  ought  to  have 
infinence,  either  on  Kuasia  or  Spun,  was  sug- 
gested in  the  correspondence.     Among  other 
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things,  the  probftble  loss  to  Bpain  of  Caba  &D.A 
Porto  Sioo,  wsa  urged ;  and  the  question  was 
asked,  how  it  waa  or  coold  bo  expected  by 
Spain,  that  the  United  States  could  interfere  to 
prevent  Hexico  and  Colombia  &om  taking 
those  islands  from  her,  since  she  was  their  ene- 
my, in  a  pablic  war,  and  since  she  peitinaoions- 
ly,  and  onreaeonablj,  as  we  think,  iousts  on 
mtuntaining  the  war ;  and  since  these  idands 
offered  an  obvions  ol^ect  of  attack  t  Vas  not 
this,  sir,  a  veiy  proper  argument  to  l>e  nrged  to 
Spain  ?  A  cop7  of  this  despatch,  it  seems,  was 
sent  to  the  Senate,  in  confidence.  It  has  not 
been  pnblished  by  the  Exeentive.  Now,  the 
alleged  inconsistency  is,  that,  notwithatanding 
this  letter,  the  President  has  interfered  to  dt8~ 
snade  Mexico  and  Colombia  from  attacking 
Ouba.  That,  finding  or  thinking  that  those 
States  meditated  bd(2i  a  purpose,  this  Oovern- 
ment  has  urged  them  to  demst  from  it.  Sir, 
was  ever  any  thing  more  anreasonable  Iban 
this  charge !  Was  it  not  proper,  that,  to  pro- 
dace  the  desired  result  of  peace,  onr  Govern- 
ment should  address  different  motives  to  the 
different  parties  in  the  wart  Was  it  not  it« 
bnuness  to  set  before  each  party  its  dangers 
Kud  its  difGcnltiea  in  pnrsning  the  war  t  And 
If,  now,  by  any  thing  nneipected,  these  respec- 
tive corespondenoes  have  become  public,  are 
these  different  views,  addressed  thns  to  differ- 
ent partiee,  and  with  different  objects,  to  be 
relied  on  as  proof  of  iuconsistenoy  f  It  is  the 
ttraugeet  accnestion  ever  heard  of.  No  Oov- 
«mment,  not  wholly  destitute  of  common 
sense,  would  have  acted  otherwise.  We  nrged 
the  proper  motives  to  both  parties.  To  Spain 
we  ur^d  the  probable  loss  of  Cnba ;  we 
showed  her  the  danger  of  its  capture  by  tbe 
new  States,  and  we  asked  her  to  inform  us  on 
what  ground  it  was  that  we  coidd  interfere  to 
prevent  such  capture,  dnce  she  was  at  war 
with  these  States,  and  they  bad  an  nnqnestion- 
able  right  to  attack  her  In  any  of  her  territo- 
ries; and  especially  she  was  asked  bow  she 
oonld  expect  good  offices  from  ns,  on  this  occa- 
sion, since  she  fully  understood  our  opinion  to 
be,  that  she  was  per^sting  in  tbe  war  without 
or  beyond  all  reason,  and  with  a  sort  of  des- 
peration. This  was  tbe  appeal  made  to  the 
good  sense  of  Spain,  through  Bussia.  But, 
soon  afterwards,  having  reason  to  suspect  that 
Colombia  and  Mexico  were  actoally  preparing 
to  attack  Cuba,  and  knowing  that  snch  au 
event  would  most  serionsly  a&ct  as,  our  Gov- 
ernment remonstrated  ag^st  anch  meditated 
attack,  and  to  the  present  time,  it  has  not  been 
made.  In  all  this,  who  sees  any  thing  either 
improper  or  inconsistent  1  For  myself,  I  think 
the  course  pnrsned  showed  a  watchful  r^ard 
to  our  own  interest,  and  is  wholly  free  from 
any  imputation,  either  of  impropriety  or  incoa- 
listency. 

Pains,  sir,  hare  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Yit^inia,  (Mr.  RitbsJ  to  prvve 
that  tbe  measure  now  m  contemplation,  and, 
indeed,  the  whol«  policy  of  tbe  Government 
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respecting  South  America,  is  the  unhappy  re- 
sult of  the  infinence  of  a  gentleman  formeriy 
filling  the  chair  of  this  House.  To  make  oot 
this,  ne  bos  referred  to  certun  speeches  of  that 
gentleman  delivered  here.  lie  chaises  him 
with  having  becom^  himself  affected,  at  an 


frised  its  banefiil  influence  into  the  whole  conm- 
cils  of  the  country. 
If,  sir,  it   be   true,  that  that   genUeman, 

Sirompted  by  an  ardent  love  of  civil  liberty, 
elt,  earlier  Uian  others,  a  proper  sympathy  for 
the  struggling  colonies  of  South  America;  or 
that,  actmg  on  the  maxim  that  revolntions  do 
not  go  backward,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore-  ' 
see,  earlier  than  others,  the  snccessfnl  termina- 
tion of  those  struggles;  if^  thus  feeling,  and 
thns  perceiving,  it  fell  to  bim  to  lead  tbe  will- 
ing or  unwilling  councils  of  his  country,  in  her 
manifestations  of  kindness  to  the  new  Govern- 
ments, and  in  her  seasonable  recognitions  of 
their  independence ;  if  it  be  this,  which  the 
honorable  member  imputes  to  him ;  if  it  be  by 
this  course  of  pablio  conduct  that  be  has  iden- 
tified bis  name  with  the  cause  of  Sontb  Amer- 
ican liberty — he  ought  to  be  esteemed  one  of 
tbe  most  fortunate  men  of  the  age,  U  all  this 
be,  as  is  now  represented,  he  has  acquired  fame 
enongh.  It  is  enough  ior  any  man,  thns  to 
have  connected  himself  wiOi  the  greatest 
events  of  the  age  in  which  be  Uvea,  and  to 
have  been  foremost  in  measures  which  reflect 
high  honor  on  his  country,  in  the  judgment  of 
mankind.  Sir,  it  is  always  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  I  am  drawn  to  speak,  in  my  place 
here,  of  individuals  ;  but  I  could  not  forbear 
what  I  have  now  sud,  when  I  hear,  in  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives,  and  in  this  land  of 
free  spirits,  that  it  is  mode  matter  c^  imputa- 
tion and  of  reproach  to  bare  been  first  to  reac^ 
forth  tbe  hand  of  welcome  and  of  snccor  to 
new-born  nations,  struiraling  to  obtain,  and  to 
ei|ioy,  tiie  blessings  of  Itberty. 

We  are  told  that  the  country  is  deluded  and 
deceived  by  cabalistic  words.  Cabalistic  words  I 
If  we  express  an  emotion  of  pleasure  at  tbtt 
results  of  this  groat  action  of  the  spirit  of  po- 
litical liberty ;  if  we  rejoice  at  the  birth  of 
new  Republican  nations,  and  express  our  Joy 
by  the  common  terms  of  regard  and  sympathy'; 
if  we  feel  and  signify  high  gratification  that, 
tbroogbout  this  whole  continent,  men  are  now 
likely  to  be  blessed  by  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions; and  i(  in  the  uttering  of  these  senti- 
ments, we  happen  to  speak  of  sister  Republic^ 
of  the  great  American  family  of  nations,  or  of 
the  ixditical  systems  and  forms  of  Government 
of  this  hemisphere ;  then,  indeed,  it  seems,  we 
deal  in  senseless  jargon,  or  impose  on  the  Judg- 
ment  and  feeling  of  the  community  by  cabalia- 
tio  words  I  Sir,  what  is  meant  by  this  ?  Is  it 
intended  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  totally  inoifferent  to  the  fortunes 
of  these  new  neighbors )  Is  no  change,  in  the 
lights  in  whioh  we  m«  to  view  tbuu,  to  b» 
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WTOD^t,  by  their  hsvins  thromi  off  fbreign 
dominion,  ntablisbed  inaependence,  and  in- 
stitoted,  OD  our  Terr  borders,  Repnblioaa 
Oofemmenta,  enentiiJlr  after  our  own  u- 
amplet 

Sir,  I  do  not  wisb  to  OTerrato — I  do  not 


the  Ereat  work  of  eetabliahing  a  weU-secnred 
popnlar  liberty.  I  know  that  to  be  a  grtMt 
attainment,  and  I  know  thtj  are  bnt  pnpila  in 
the  aobool.  Bnt,  thank  God,  the^  are  u  the 
BchooL  They  are  called  to  meet  difflcnlties, 
■och  aa  neither  we  nor  om  fathers  encountered. 
For  tfaeae,  we  ought  to  moke  large  aUowances. 
That  have  we  ever  known  like  the  colonial 
Tanalage  of  these  States  t  When  did  we,  or 
onr  ancestors,  feel,  like  them,  the  weight  of  a 
political  de^tism  that  presses  men  to  the 
earth,  or  of  that  religions  intolerance  whioh 
wonid  shnt  np  heaven  to  aO  bat  the  bigoted  T 
Bir,  we  spmng  from  another  stock.  We  oelong 
to  anottier  race.  We  have  known  nothing — we 
have  felt  nothing^-of  tiie  political  despotism  of 
Spain,  nor  of  the  heat  of  her  fires  of  intoler- 
anee.  No  rational  man  eipeota  that  the  Sonth 
oan  mn  the  same  rapid  career  as  the  North ;  or 
that  an  insorgent  provlnoe  of  Spain  is  in  the 
aame  condition  as  the  English  colonies  when 
the;  first  asserted  their  independence.  There 
is,  donbtleas,  mnch  more  to  be  done,  In  the  first 
than  in  the  last  ease.  Bnt,  on  that  acconnt 
the  honor  of  the  attempt  ia  not  less ;  sod  if  all 
difScnltaes  shall  be  ta  tune  snrmoimted,  it  will 
be  greater.  The  work  ma^  he  more  ardootis — 
it  is  not  leas  noble,  because  there  may  be  more 
of  ignorance  to  enlighten,  more  of  bigot^  to 
sQbdne,  more  of  prejadioe  to  eradicate.  If  it 
be  a  weakness  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  the 
aocceaa  of  these  great  revolutions,  I  confess 
myself  niilty  of  that  weakness.  If  it  be  weak 
to  feel  that  I  am  an  American,  to  think  that 
recent  events  have  not  only  opened  new  modes 
of  interoonrse,  bnt  have  created  also  new 
gnmnds  of  re^rd  and  sympathy  between  onr- 
•elves  and  onr  neighbors ;  if  it  be  weak  to  feel 
that  the  Booth,  in  her  present  state,  is  some- 
what more  emphattcaDy  port  of  America  than 
wfaan  she  lay  oracore,  oppressed,  and  unknown, 
under  the  grinding  boodage  of  a  fordgn  power ; 
if  it  be  weak  to  r^ce,  when,  even  in  any  cor- 
ner of  the  ewth,  human  b^gi  are  able  to  get 
up  from  beneath  oppression,  to  erect  them- 
selvee,  and  to  eqjoy  the  proper  happiness  of 
their  intelligent  natore ;  if  this  be  weak,  it  is  a 
waaknen  from  which  I  claim  no  exemption. 

A  day  of  solemn  retribution  now  visits  the 
cmce  prond  monarchy  of  Spain.    The  predic- 
tion is  fnUlled.    The  spirit  of  Hontezoma  and 
of  the  Inoas  might  now  well  say, 
"  Art  thou,  too,  fallen,  Iberia  T    Do  we  lee 
The  robber  and  the  mnrderer  weak  is  ve  f 
Thou,  that  has  wasted  earth,  and  dsred  desfdse 
Alike  the  wrath  and  mercy  of  the  skies. 
Thy  poop  is  in  the  grave;  thygioryUld 
Low  in  the  pit  thine  avatfoe  bu  made." 
ttr.  ObiUnnaD,  I  will  detain  yon  only  with 


one  more  reflection  on  this  sntiject  We  can- 
not be  so  blind,  we  cannot  »o  shut  up  onr 
senses  and  sm'oUier  our  faculties,  as  not  to  see 
that,  in  the  progress  and  the  establishment  of 
South  Aniencan  liberty,  our  own  eiampie  has 
been  among  the  most  stimnlatlng  causes.    That 

Seat  hj^bt — a  light  which  can  never  be  hi^— 
e  light  of  our  own  glorious  revolution,  has 
shone  on  the  path  of  the  Sonth  American 

etriota,  fh)ra  the  beginning  of  their  course. 
their  emergencies,  they  have  looked  to  onr 
experience.  £i  their  politdool  institutioDB,  th^ 
have  followed  onr  models.  In  their  delibera- 
tions, they  have  invoked  the  presiding  spirit 
of  onr  own  liberty.  They  have  looked  steadily, 
in  every  adversity,  to  the  obu.t  hobtubbx 
uoBT.  In  the  hour  of  bloody  conflict,  they 
have  remembered  the  fields  whioh  have  been 
consecrated  by  the  blood  of  onr  own  fathers: 
and  when  they  have  fallen,  they  have  wished 
only  to  be  remembered  with  them,  as  men  who 
hod  acted  their  parts  bravely,  for  the  canse  of 
liberty  in  the  Western  Worii 

Sir,  I  have  done.  If  it  be  weakness  to  feel 
the  sympathy  of  one's  natnre  exdted  for  snob 
men,  in  such  a  cause,  I  am  guilty  of  that  weak- 
ness.  If  it  be  prudence  to  meet  their  proffered 
civility,  not  with  reciprocal  kindnws,  out  with 
coldness  or  with  insult,  I  choose  still  to  follair 
where  natural  impnlse  leads,  and  to  nve  op 
that  false  and  mistaken  prudence,  for  tlM 
vohmtary  sentiments  of  my  neart, 

Tbe  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House 
s^Jonraed. 


Satusday,  April  IS, 

Jftsnon  to  Panama. 

The  Honse  having  again  resumed  the  eon- 

sideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  <^ 
Foreign  Relations,  approving  tbe  mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  A 
qnalifioation  to  the  general  expression  of  a^ 
probation  thereof— 
Mr.  Oabtbb  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  at 

Mr.  Ghurman :  The  subject  at  present  before 
tbe  committee  ia  entitled,  as  well  from  its  great 
importance  as  from  its  entire  novelty,  to  the 
most  deliberate  and  candid  consideration.  From 
the  fullest  reflection  which  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  it,  aided  by  the  documents  which 
are  before  us,  I  have  oome  to  the  conclunon 
that  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  one  which  is  at  vari- 
ance with  the  best  Interests  of  this  country, 
and  involves  In  it  a  departure  from  that  nentrat 
polioy  which  has  hitherto  governed  onr  publio 
cooncils.  If  this  be  tme,  which  J  shall  attempt 
presently  to  show,  this  committee  ought,  cer- 
tainly,  to  withhold  its  sanction  from  such  a 


To  the  Executive  has  tbe  constitution  con- 
fided the  sole  and  exolnsive  superintendonoo 
of  our  foreign  pesoefol  relations.    I  say  peso^ 
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fill,  because  the  power  of  declviog  -wai  being 
veated  in  both  branches  of  tJie  Legislature, 
Congress  may  be  aaid  to  divide  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  Ezecntive,  when  the  oonntry  la  to 
e  a  hostile  attitude  with  regard  ' 


conteinpIat«d,  it  would  be  aarniTnlng  too  much 
to  eaj,  that  war  is  to  be  immediately  and 
necMsarily  the  result;  that  this  Honee,  in  con- 
Beqoence  of  its  general  agency  id  declaring 
war,  would  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
fonstitationil  fonctions  of  the  President,  and 
■ay,  that  the  negotiations  or  deliberations 
M  FADama  shonld  be  limited  to  such  t«pica,  or 
r«strict«d  on  all  topics,  to  be  disoussea  there, 
In  such  mamier  that  the  peace  of  the  coantrr 
■bonld,  in  no  possible  event,  be  endangered. 
The  House  of  Representatives  ought  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  attitnde  of  giving  counsel  to 
the  President,  or  instmotioiiH  to  any  public 
fiinctionary,  either  at  home  or  abroaxl,  with- 
out the  power  of  onfordng  them.  Self-respect 
onght  to  reetrun  this  House  from  registerinK 
uiy  remonstranoe,  or  other  declaration,  which 
is  to  prove  inoperative.  If  any  object,  valu- 
able to  the  safety  or  interests  of  the  conntry, 
the  acquisition  of  which  the  President  promised 
himself  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  shonld,  by 
reason  of  his  recognizing  the  force  of  the  timi' 
tatioa  proposed  by  this  amendment,  be  nut  be- 
yond his  reach,  he  would  not  only  be  at  liberty 
to  disregard  it,  bat  he  would  be  bonnd,  by  the 
double  ule^ance  which  he  owed  to  the  consti- 
tutioD  and  to  the  conntry,  to  do  so.  If  the  mis- 
Bon,  therefore,  be  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentalives,  the  control  of  onr  agents  there 
most  be  left  entirely  to  the  Executive. 

There  prevails  a  Rreat  diversity  of  opinion 
as  to  the  objects  of  this  Congrees.  The  treaty 
stipolations  which  have  been  made  between 
Colombia  and  four  of  her  uster  Ke^nblics,  con- 
fine its  ol^ects  to  a  few  topics  of  pnmary  inter- 
est, eicIuNvely  affecting  the  South  American 
States  who  were  formeriy  snbject  to  the  Span- 
ish yoke.  The  three  Spanish  American  Uinis- 
ters  who  have  invited  the  TTnited  BtAtes  to  send 
ft  deputy  there,  extend  their  views  to  other 
oltjects,  not  embraced  in  those  stipulations ; 
and  the  President  indnlgea  himself  in  still 
greater  latitude,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  declares,  that  the  purposes  of  the 
meeting  being  "  somewhat  indefinite,  so  far 
from  being  an  objection  to  it^  is  among  the 
eogent  reasons  for  its  adoption.' 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Buchanan,)  who  addressed  the  committee 
A  few  days  ago,  seemed  to  think  this  Congress 
had  placed  the  United  States  in  an  exceedingly 
embaiTHBSug  dilemma,  They  were  to  be  com- 
mitted if  they  went  into  it,  aud  if  they  stood 
Ont,  they  were  to  subject  themselves  to  incon- 
veniences hardly  less  deplorable  than  an  abso- 
lut«  surrender  of  our  neutral  charact«r.  And 
thns,  apprehensive  of  mischief^  from  taking 
either  uoe  of  the  dilemma,  he  has  converted 
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bis  perplexity  into  a  sufficient  cause  for  tlie 
United  States  to  send  deputies  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  indncing  the  South  American  Minis- 
ters to  dissolve  their  meeting,  and  retnru  to 
their  homes,  without  accomplishing  the  object* 
which  brought  them  tof^ther.  Can  the  gen- 
tleman  be  serious  in  his  opinion?  Does  he 
call  to  mind  the  length  of  time  and  the  concert 
with  which  the  South  American  Kepublica 
have  deliberated  on  this  project  t  Worthy  as 
Ueasrs.  Anderson  and  Sergeant  no  doubt  are, 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Execative,  it  is  ascrib- 
ing rather  too  much  to  their  persnasive  pow- 
ers, to  imagine  that  they  oould,  so  readily,  t^ 
exerdng  them,  induoe  these  Bepublioe  thns  to 
relinquish  and  forego  all  the  benefits  the;  had 
promised  themselves  from  so  long-cheriahed 
a  design. 

It  has  been  sud,  too,  that  the  mere  act  of 
sending  representotivea  to  this  Congress,  can- 
not commit  the  neutrality  <rf  this  country. 
This  affirmation  is  founded  on  the  assumption 
that  either  the  Congress  is  not  belUgerent  in 
its  character ;  or  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  United 
States  are  not,  in  their  representation  tliere, 
to  be  so  far  identified  with  it,  as  to  assume  » 
belligerent  aspect.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  these  South  American  States  ?  Are 
they  not  engaged  in  open  war  agunst  Spain  t 
And  do  not  the  treaties  which  have  been  laid 
on  onr  tables  point  ont  the  organization  of 
means  of  resisting  any  Attempt,  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  or  any  power  in  alliance  with 
her,  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  con- 
dition of  dependence,  as  the  principal  object 
to  be  accomplished  bv  this  meeting !  In  truth, 
the  meeting  has  no  other  object  but  to  consider 
of  the  moat  advisable  means  for  rendering  their 
confederacy  firmly  cemented,  and  permanent 
in  its  duration.  And  if  Spain,  with  whom  we 
are  now  on  terms  of  friendship,  should  take 
offence  at  the  attitnde  we  ahould  assome  at 
Panama,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  us  to 
say  to  her,  in  vindication  of  our  conduct,  that 
we  took  no  part  in  any  deliberations  which 
imported  hostility  to  her.  It  could  not  t>e  in 
the  months  of  our  deputies,  to  reply  to  any 
remonstrance  against  their  presence  in  this 
Congress,  to  say  that  they  belonged  to  the 
peace  side  of  the  assembly.  If  the  character 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  ascertained  by  th« 
character  of  the  topics  they  are  to  discuss,  and 
those  topics  are  partly  peaceful  and  partly 
belligerent,  the  aggregate  character  mnst  be 
determined  by  the  predominance  of  the  objects 
which  shall  engage  their  attention.  And  in 
point  of  importance  to  the  States  tliemselve^ 
it  is  unquestionable  tliat  the  preparation  of 
their  just  means  of  resistance  to  any  attempt 
which  may  be  made  against  their  independeuce, 
constitutes  the  mun  and  most  interesting  snb- 
ject  for  their  consultation.  Every  thing  relat- 
mg  to  this  leading  object  of  their  meeting,  will 
import  direct  hostility  to  Spun ;  and,  there- 
fore, impress  a  belligerent  obaraclw  on  th» 
CungresB. 
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It  has  been  said  by  another  eentleman  tram 
Pennsylvania,  (Hr.  WuBie,)  t£at  sow,  since 
the  South  American  States  have  virtnallr 
achtered  their  independence,  and  wielded  their 
arma  tmecessfullr  agaiuBt  their  oppressor,  that 
they  will  be  in  danger  of  taming  toein  againBt 
each  other,  and  wasting  their  energies  in  intes- 
tine wars ;  that  it  is  the  invariaUe  law  of  hU 
Confederaciee,  to  be  held  together  bj  a  sense  of 
eommon  danger  without,  and  that,  as  soon  as  this 
exterior  preeaore  is  removed,  the  separata  mem- 
bers become  vietinia  to  ezhanatii^  dissenaon 
among  tbenuelTea:  the  United  States  may, 
therefore,  bo  of  incaloolable  adTantage  to  these 
new  Repnbltofl,  by  giving  them  timuy  admoni- 
tion against  this  eTJl,  and  tumiDg  their  re- 
sources in  a  difibrent  direction,  'nie  gentle- 
man has  greatly  mistaken  tho  office  of  oar 
deputies  there,  if  he  imagines  that  on  sahjects 
like  these,  they  would  b«  prepared  to  impart 
any  valnable  lessons.  Before  the  new  States 
eonld  be  sncceaefally  warned  agwnst  these 
fatal  tendenciea,  their  advisers  moat  be  inti- 
mately acqoainted  with  their  charactor.  They 
must  ondentand  their  habits ;  the  state  of  gen- 
eral intelligenoe  among  them ;  the  progress  they 
have  already  made  in  tbe  rariona  departments 
of  science  and  the  arts ;  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  requisites,  before  they  eonld  give  any 
valuable  advice  as  to  the  exact  form  of  Qovern- 
ment  they  ooght  to  adopt.  For  it  could  only 
be  by  directing  their  minds  to  the  proper  forms 
of  Government  by  whiiA  their  resonroes  could 
be  developed,  and  their  happineas  secured, 
that  the  internal  dissensions,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  alluded,  could  be  prevented. 

The  Fre^dent  declares,  in  the  opening  of  his 
UeasaKe,  that  "  tht  fnt  and  grtateit  indtice- 
aunt "  which  operated  upon  him  for  accepting 
this  invitation,  was,  to  meet,  in  a  spirit  of  kind- 
DiBas  and  fiiendsbip,  an  overtore  made  in  the 
same  spirit  by  three  «iat«r  republics.  From 
this  amiable  and  laudable  feeling  of  the  Execu- 
tive, no  one  can  dissent.  But,  ar,  how  will  yon 
be  surprised  to  hoar  him,  almost  in  the  next 
breath,  declare,  that  objtct*  of  the  highttt  im- 
fortane*,  not  only  U>  Ote  future  aelfare  of  the 
whole  Aufflan  race,  hut  hearing  direelly  upon 
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'tliberaliMtt  qf  the  Ckmgret  of  Panama, 


vkelh^  we  are  rtpft—nUi  there  or  not!  Can 
objecta  Uke  these  be  postponed  to  mere  courtesy 
and  etiquette?  Can  snch  a  sacrifice  of  the 
■nbstance  to  the  shadow  be  serioosly  deftsided? 
Oongresees  of  independent  powers,  meeting 
in  times  of  profound  peace,  to  oonoert  politick 
ateasores,  have  lat«ly  come  into  fashion.  We 
have  heard  of  oonndls  of  bishops,  and  other 
eceleaiasdcal  magistrates,  meeting  in  former 
times  to  regnlate  the  oonoems  of  the  church. 
And  so  intimately  blended,  in  those  days,  were 
the  affiiirs  of  dinrch  anfl  state,  that  those 
nverend  fkthers  extended  their  guardian  care, 
in  some  instances,  to  political  concerns.  In 
bter  times,  we  have  beheld  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, after  having  drenohad  the  bontdnent  with 


blood,  and  wearied  themselves  in  the  work 
of  devastation,  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  a 
general  paoiflcatioD,  and  restoring  quiet  to  the 
world.  Soraetlmes,  at  such  meetings,  they 
AoM  ttipvlated  arrangements  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  balance  of  power  on  tbe  continent. 
Bnt  it  was  not  until  our  day  that  kings  and 
emperors  found  themselves  under  the  necessity 
of  confederating  together,  and  opposing  their 
united  counsels  to  the  progress  of  mn  principlea 
and  systems  of  self-government.  The  disastrous 
light  which  the  French  Revolution  shed  upon 
the  fett«r8  which  bound  the  people,  while  it 
inqiired  them  with  the  hopes  of  release,  struck 
a  panic  Into  their  masters, 

"With  fear  of  eluuig«  perpleiiiig  monirohs." 
They  saw,  with  alarm  and  consternation, 
the  instability  of  their  thrones.  They  looked 
around  npon  each  other,  in  this  crisis,  for  the 
means  of  defending  themselves  against  a  danger 
which  threatened  them  all  alike.  And  in  this 
absolute  and  UQCompromising  necessity,  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  thrones  and  crowns, 
we  are  to  look  for  the  origin  of  the  late  politi- 
cal Congresses  of  Europe.  And  are  we  under 
any  necessity  of  imitating  their  example  t  Are 
not  our  institutions  a  sufficient  guarantee  for 
the  devotion  of  the  people  to  them,  and  that 
they  will  stand  by  them  in  every  emergency, 
and  pour  out  their  blood  in  their  defence  t 

The  stmctore  of  our  Government  forbids  the 
imitation  of  such  an  example.  The  powers  of 
Europe,  who  were  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses of  Vienna,  Troppau,  and  Laybach,  hod 
no  Senatos  to  consult,  for  the  ratification  of 
any  treaty  into  which  they  might  enter.  No 
popular  assemblies,  who  were  the  exact  mirrors 
of  a  people,  peaceful  in  tbiiir  habits,  peaceful 
in  their  policy,  and  peaceful  in  every  thing 
which  entered  into  the  formation  of  their 
character,  int«rposed  themselves  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any  scneme,  either  for  the  secnrity 
or  the  aggrandizement  of  the  crown.  Their 
will  was  tbe  law  of  their  dominions.  They 
had  unbounded  control  over  the  finances  and 
military  forces  within  their  territories.  They 
were,  therefore,  enabled  strictiy  and  nrotnptlr 
to  perform  whatever  engagements  they  took 
upon  themselves.  Oongreases,  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  proposed  to  be  held  at  Panama, 
are,  Qierefore,  suitable  and  convenient  enginea 
in  the  hands  of  Governments  strictiy  mon- 
archioal  in  their  formation.  They  furnish 
facilities  for  the  execntion  of  great  designs,  in 
which  the  parties  to  them  have  a  common  in- 

Bnt,  sir,  we  have  Ministers  residing  already 
at  most  of  the  courts  whose  Governments  are 
to  be  represented  at  Panama.  They  can  ao- 
complish,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  separate  nego- 
tiation, a^  tiie  objects  which  arc  important  to 
the  United  States.  It  is  in  vain  to  epeculat« 
upon  the  "Aarm<mtou«an<2«y>tenia(f«" manner 
In  wliich  objects  could  be  attdned,  whu)  all 
the  Sepnblics  of  this  contin«it  were  reprMaat- 
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ed,  met)  hartng  ia  own  geporate  and  oontnuient 
interests  to  reconcile  and  preserve.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  vary  bet  that  bo  manj  and  BDch  oppo- 
alt«  intereste  shall  be  preasing'npon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Gongrem,  and  demanding  their 
share  in  the  deliberations  of  the  RepresentativeB 
of  eight  or  ten  distinct,  independent  powers,  so 
tax  from  promiaing  a  eacoeemd  result,  seems  to 
me  to  present  auoh  embarrasBment  and  difficulty 
aa  vonld  forever  defeat  rach  a  resolt.  Bome 
gentlemen,  who  have  spoken  in  ibia  debate, 
■eem  to  imagine,  that  there  were  no  other 
meane  b;  which  die  TJnited  States  conld  enter 
into  any  commercial  arrangements,  or  any  other 
stipnlotioDS  of  a  mntnally  beneficial  sort  to  the 
Governments  oonoenied,  except  by  our  Bepre- 
sentation  at  Panama^  that  tJiis  Congress  fur- 
nished an  opportnnity,  tempting  aa  it  was  fieet- 
iDg,  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  which  we 
ooold  desire  in  onr  fatore  intercourse  with  the 
Soath  American  States ;  and  that  the  refusal  of 
this  conntry  to  send  Bepreaentatives  there, 
wonld  be  an  act  bordering  upon  iniatoation  1 
Bneh  gentlemen  suffer  the  ardor  of  their  feel- 
ings to  dittnrb  the  correct  deoision  of  their 
Judgment  of  the  character  of  tiiis  Oongress,  and 
of  the  attitnde  oconpied  at  this  time,  by  this 
oonntry,  in  relation  to  these  sonthem  Repnb- 
lics.  We  have  already  entered  into  friendly 
and  commercial  treatiea  with  many  of  them, 
and  the  door  is  still  open  to  the  formation  of 
others  on  the  stune  terms. 

Wr,  WxzMB  addreased  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

}b.  Chairman :  The  President,  in  his  Mes- 
■age  to  the  Senate,  has  stated,  that  "the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  Bepnblics  of  Colombia,  of  Uex- 
ioo,  and  of  Central  America,  had,  severellj, 
invited  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
be  represented  at  the  Congress  of  American 
nations,  to  be  assembled  at  Panama,  to  delib- 
erate upon  sabjecta  of  peculiar  concernment  to 
this  hemisphere,  and  itiat  this  invitation  bod 
been  accepted."  And  goes  on  to  stale,  that, 
"  Although  this  tneoaare  was  deemed  to  be 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  tbe 
Esaontive,  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  take 
any  step  in  it,  before  ascertaining  that  my 
opinion  of  its  expediency  will  concnr  with  that 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  first,  by 
Uie  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the  nomiDationg 
to  be  laid  before  tliem ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
sanction  of  both  Honses  to  the  appropriations, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect." 
I  will  pause,  here,  ^r,  for  a  moment,  to  aak  gen- 
tlemen, who  appear  sncfa  warm  supporters  of 
Executive  recommendation b  aa  to  Justify,  in 
their  opinion,  the  charge  (1  will  not  say  chari- 
tably, bnt  illiberally)  extended  to  those  who  are 
sufficiently  independent  to  think  for  tbemeelvee, 
of  being  a  factious  opposition  to  the  Adminis- 
tration— what,  Mr,  Chairman,  I  will  ask,  was 
the  Chief  Magistrate's  inducement  thus  to  have 
expressed  himself?  I  will  undertake  to  answer 
the  question,  sincerely  and  honestly,  as  I  believe 
In  my  conscience.     Knowing,  as  Ur.  Adams 


I  doee,  and  no  man  knows  better,  the  powerftil 
effect  of  usage,  that,  in  many  casee,  it  amoonta 
to  law,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  (I  meaa 
to  himieUI  air,)  to  remind  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  that  we  still  possess  the  power 
(uninterrupted  naaga,  if  yon  please,  to  the  con- 
trary, Dotwithstanding,)  of  granting  or  not  the 
appropriation  called  for ;  and  feeling,  certainly, 
aa  ne  most,  the  very  great  doubts  that  do  exist 
as  to  tbe  advantages  contemplated  to  result 
fWim  this,  to  say  the  most  you  can  for  it,  doubt- 
ful prqject,  he  unqnestionabty  intended  it,  aa 
has  oeeu  very  properly  advanced  by  the  hon- 
orable mover  at  the  resolution  now  under  de- 
bate, to  draw  from  this  House  a  fair  and  candid 
expression  of  their  opinion ;  and  I  verily  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  President  will  feel  himself  greatly 
relieved,  hereafter,  by  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
Inliona;  whi^  opinion  wonld  indnoe  me,  feeling 
not  otherwise  tluo  friendly  diapoced  to  tbe  Ad- 
ministration, if  I  had  no  othw  naatm,  to  votft 
fbr  tbe  amendmenta.  I  would  ask  anotfatf 
What,  short  of  discomfiture  to 


tbe  Representatives  to  this  Congress  at  Pana- 
ma, from  these  United  States,  instructed,  aa 
the  opponents  to  the  amendmenta  profess  to 
believe  the  President  now  stands  pledged  to  the 
nation  they  shall  be,  the  Bepreaeulatives  from 
the  Sooth  American  States  shall  rqect  them, 
upon  tbe  ground  that  the  Ministers  have  not 
come  there  with  sooh  exnressed  instructions  in 
their  credentials,  aa  had  oeen  previously  repre- 
sented as  indispensably  necessary,  by  all  three 
of  the  South  AJnericon  States?  Mr.  Obr^pn, 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Olay,  dated  at  Washington, 
tbe  8d  of  November,  I8S6,  states,  (what  the 
other  Ministers  all  state.)  "  The  underwritten 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  has  the  honor  of  io- 
forming  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that 
he  has  communicated  to  his  Government  the 
conversations  which  occurred  between  tliem  on 
his  making  known  to  him  the  determination  of 
the  Govermnents  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  to 
form  a  Oongrees  of  Repreaentatives  from  the 
new  States  of  the  oontin«it,  who,  to  that  end, 
had  been  invited,  in  which  were  to  be  discuased 
snljecta  of  general  interest  to  all  the  American 
powers,  as  well  aa  those  which  might  be  par- 
ticularly suggested  by  the  eiistenoe  and  actnal 
position  of  tbe  new  powers,  and  in  tbe  meeting 
of  which  it  was  thought  proper,  by  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  subscriber,  that  tbe  United  States 
of  America,  by  means  of  their  Commissionera, 
should  constitute  and  take  part,  aa  being  so 
much  interested  in  the  first  and  principal  sub- 
ject upon  which  the  Oongress  wonld  he  en< 
gf^ed.  In  consequence  of  which,  being  infom^ 
ed  of  the  concurrence  of  this  Government,  in 
the  idea  of  discussing  tbe  first  point  in  a  Con- 
n-ess, as  was  desitM,  and  that  it  would  send 
Representatives  to  It,  under  condition  that  the 
neutrality  in  which  it  stood  towards  Spda 
should  not  be  violated,  and  that  it  should  be 
invited  thereto  by  the  fiepnblios  of  Me^eo  anl 
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CMomUa,  who  ahoald,  moreover,  signify  the 
affiun  with  which  it  was  to  be  ocoapied,  to 
prMDOte  Its  object,  and  the  neceasBrj  nnifoniiitf 
ti  credeDtiaU  or  ftnthoriiation  of  the  respeotive 
fi^ir«9ent«tives,  the  President  of  the  Uiut«d 
States  of  Mexico  has  charged  and  ooinmisdoaed 
anew  the  underwritten  to  make  the  inTltation, 
and  to  |>oInt  out  the  affiiin  aa  Htated."  Kow, 
fir,  what  do  we  find  here  set  forth  t  Why,  that 
this  Vexicaii  Minister,  in  a  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  last  Spring,  meationed 
the  intention  of  the  Sonth  American  States  to 
bold  a  Gongress  at  PanAina.  That  is,  that  Uex- 
ioo  and  CMombia  had  so  determined,  and  had 
invited  the  new  States  to  Join  them,  and  that 
his  Oovemment  thought  the  United  Btatee 
ooght  to  constitQte  and  take  part,  on  being  in- 
Ibnoed  of  the  conenrrence  of  this  Government 
imon  flie  conditionH  as  recited.  Here,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  the  whole  secret  of  tbis 
warm  and  vwy  earnest  invitation,  now  con- 
tended for  as  oomiog  from  the  three  South 
American  States,  reduced  to  a  morUfr^g  fact 
that  the  invitation  came  from  Mr.  Ola?.  We 
find,  in  a  verjr  few  da^s  after  this,  Vx.  Ola; 
infiHiDs  Mr,  ObregOD  of  the  ooncarrence  of  onr 
Qovenunent  with  Hie  plan,  and  that  we  wonld 
vend  RepresentativeB  on  certain  conditions,  en- 
Idned,  as  Mr.  Claj  states,  bj  the  President. 
The  words  of  Mr.  Olay  are :  "  I  stated  to  ;oq, 
bj  the  directions  of  the  President,  that  it  «>- 
peared  to  him  to  be  necessary,  before  the 
assembling  of  sach  a  Congress,  to  settle  be- 
tween the  different  powers  to  be  represented 
several  preliminBry  points,  snch  as  the  Hnbjecta 
to  wbii^  the  attention  of  Congress  ahonld  be 
directed^  the  snbstance  and  form  of  the  powers 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  Representativefl, 
and  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Congress:  that, 
if  these  points  shoiud  be  satisfactorilj  arranged, 
the  Preddent  wonld  be  disposed  to  accept,  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  invitation  vritli 
wliicb  yon  were  provisionally  charged."  How, 
sir,  here  we  hare  the  wise  and  prudent  oaotion 
that  was  to  have  been  looked  for  from  Mr. 
Adams.  Bat,  air,  Mr.  Adams  is  a  man,  liable, 
like  others,  to  be  led  away,  by  degrees,  into 
error  and  mistake ;  so,  in  this  bnaineas,  Mr. 
Olay  and  himself  had,  before  this,  become 
violmtly  in  love  with  each  other — each,  no 
donbt,  loving  himself  most,  and,  agreeably 
to  an  old  adage,  we  not  only  see  that,  when 
friends  &U  out  they  become  the  most  bitter 
enemiee,  bnt,  in  the  same  ratio,  when  bitter 
eoemiea  become  friends,  they  are  apt  to  become 
eqnaUj  violent ;  very  warm  and  fast  friends. 
So  much  so  is  it  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr,  Olay, 
that  the  latter,  althongh  created  by  the  former, 
has,  by  his  strong  and  powerful  eloquence, 
nined  an  ascendency,  it  wonld  seem,  over  him. 
Mr.  Ghalnnan,  whilst  at  this  point,  allow  me 
to  give  my  political  creed,  althongh  I  detest 
creeds  and  confessii 


rt>\  yets; 
that  I  I 
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become  so  fashionable  here  that 

into  it,  althoti^  by  no  means  a  fashiona- 

man.    I  consent  tiie  more  readily,  however, 


to  do  this,  as  mine  Is  a  very  short  one.  When, 
as  a  private  oitisen,  I  was  last  oonstitntionallr 
eaUed  on  to  vote  for  two  electoraof  President  and 
Vice  Preudent,  I  certunly  did  not  vote  for  those 
offering,  who  had  declared  in  &vor  of  Mr.  Adams. 
I  considered  it  was  time  we  ahonld  select  onr 
Presideat  from  the  body  of  the  people.  I  felt 
nnwilling  any  longer  to  oontinae  the  practice^ 
Bt>  long  in  nse,  of  taking  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
lest  it  would,  at  last^  by  nsage,  become  Ian-; 
and  thus  a  legitimate  claim  to  the  Presidency 
be  set  np  by  that  officer,  who  is  only  a  creature 
of  the  President,  selected  by  hi"!  aa  Secretary 
of  State,  and  not  by  the  people— therefore,  it 
Uian  folly  to  call  a  President,  so 


thefr  ohoioe;  but,  in  reali^,  the  President 
elect,  BO  soon  as  appointed  by  Ihe  President  hit 
Seoreta^,  When  the  people  have  been  tiina 
deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing  who  thty 
wonld  vote  for,  I  wonld  not,  as  one  of  them, 
give  a  brass  farthing  for  the  tronbleof  goingmilea 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  the  choice  of  a  few  dio- 
tators  of  the  conntry.  Nay,  sir,  the  President 
elects  hia  sncoessor  now,  when  he  aelecta  his 
Secretary  of  State.  This  has  been  the  case,  in 
fact,  ever  since  the  elecUon  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
thonght  it  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  or  for  the 
people  at  once  to  be  allowed  to  elect  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  an  eye  single  to  hia  sncceed- 
ing  to  the  Presidency,  ajter  a  diplomatic  educa- 
tion of  eight  years — if,  ijideed,  snch  an  educa- 
tioD  was  to  be  considered  indispensable.  Bnt, 
oa  I  did  not,  by  any  means,  think  it  was,  I  pre- 
ferred lending  my  aid  in  abolishing  this  abhor- 
rent, because  nnintermpted  usage,  of  taking 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  no  one  else.  1, 
therefore,  gave  my  vote  to  those  electors  in 
bvor  of  General  Andrew  Jackson — a  "inn,  if 
not  as  mnch  of  a  diplomatist  as  Mr.  Adams,  yet 
sufficiently  so ;  and,  what  was  mach  better,  we 
knew  him  to  be  friend  and  patriot,  not  in- 
tending to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  is  not  one.  Sir, 
ne»t  to  the  immortal  Washington,  Jackson  has 
been  made,  nnder  God,  the  political  saviour  of 
his  country.  But  he  was  not  elected,  although 
he  received  a  mnch  greater  cumber  of  votes 
than  either  of  the  ol£er  candidates.  Tet  he 
did  not  receive  the  number  reqnired  by  the 
constitution.  The  throe  highest^  therefore,  on 
the  list,  came  here,  and  the  present  incumbent, 
Mr.  Adams,  was  elected  by  Congress;  he, 
therefore,  became  constitutionally  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  As  snoh,  I  respect  him — 
OS  Each,  I  hold  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  to  afford  him  every 
assistance  in  my  power,  to  meet,  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  oar  oonntry,  every 

E article  of  that  high  responsibility  which  he 
olds  and  stands  bound  to  redeem.  In  a  word, 
to  act  towards  him,  as  I  wonld  have  him  act 
towards  myself^  were  we  to  change  situatjuns. 
Oonseqnentiy,  I  shall  continne  to  vote,  as  I  have 
done,  for  every  meaaore  called  for,  that  I  do 
not,  in  my  oonsdenoe,  beUere  dangerous  or  in- 
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jnrious  to  mj  coanlrj.  Further  than  tliia,  had 
the  man  of  mj  choice  been  elected,  T  would  not 
KO.  Aiter  thia  oaadid,  hooest  confession  of  laj 
faith,  MT,  I  liope  no  man  here,  or  elsewhere, 
will  charge  roe  with  faction ;  if  he  does,  1  will 
respond  miscreant  to  tbe  aeeertion,  or  to  the 
thought,  if  I  could  come  at  it.  T  have  other 
dntiea,  also,  to  attend  to,  which  I  most  and  will 
be  equally  honest  in  the  discharge  of;  and, 
Bhonla  aoj  thing  that  I  maj  aaj  on  this  floor, 
now,  or  at  ai^  other  time,  be  felt  or  received 
nnpleaaaotly,  I  would  Imito  all  remember  that  I 
intend  not  to  make  a  wound  nnnecessarilj  any 
where ;  but,  when  it  be  necesBary,  fbr  the  good 
of  my  country,  the  safety  of  onr  righta,  or  the 
libertj  of  tbe  people,  I  shall  not  regard  the 
lenffth,  the  depUi,  or  width,  of  sncb  a  wonnd. 

Mr.  Ohurman,  I  will  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee to  hear  any  remarka  upon  the  snbject  of 
Cuba  or  Porto  Rico.  I  wQl  leave  that  to  my 
honorable  friend  trara  Delaware,  who,  I  believe, 
will  place  that,  Uke  every  other  part  of  the 
enbject,  in  the  clearest  possible  pomt  of  view. 
One  general  remark,  however,  T  will  make,  and 
it  is  this :  that,  if  onr  Government  does  pa- 
tiently stand  by  and  eaffer  either  of  the  Ea- 
ropean  powers,  or  the  Sonth  American  States, 
.  to  convert  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico  into  another 
Hayti,  witfaont  using  all  the  moral  and  physical 
force  of  this  country  to  prevent  it,  they  will 
deserve  to  be  handed  over  to  that  newly-die- 
GOTereddiplomaticjack-cateh  wenot  long  since 
heard  of-^"  Heaven's  hangman."  With  these 
remarks,  sir,  I  shall  first  voto  for  the  amend- 
ment, and,  if  carried,  so  as  to  stand  recorded  on 
Tonr  journals,  I  will  vote  for  the  appropriation. 
with  mj  thanks  to  this  honorable  committee 
for  that  nnezpeoted  share  of  attention  they 
have  afforded  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  feel  con- 
tented with  the  faint  attempt  I  have  mode  to 
diacbu^  my  duty — I  wish  it  waa  in  my  power 
to  do  more. 

UoNDAT,  April  17. 
The  Benate's  amendments  to  the  "  bill  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  Judicial  systeni  of  the  United 
States,"  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WaBsnut, 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

Mitiion  to  Panama. 

Tbe  House  having  af^in  resnmed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  approving  the  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma, with  tbe  amendments  proposing  a  qnalifi- 
cation  to  the  general  expression  of  approoation 
thereof— 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
committee  as  follows ; 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  said,  the  sntfject  before  the  com- 
mittee is  one  of  great  interest — it  is  snrrounded 
by  illnsions,  which  render  it  difficult  to  decide 
upon  it  correctly.  To  disnpate  these  illnsions 
will  be  an  easy  task,  which,  if  successfully  per- 
formed, will  render  It  impossible  that  tbe  peo- 
ple should  be  led  into  an  erroneous  JndgmenL  . 


There  are  but  too  many  like  the  genttemau 
ftom  Penngylvania,  Qir.  'WtTHTB,)  who  conceive 
that  this  Mission  to  Panama  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  liberty  and  tbe  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  great  family  of  mankind. 
Tbe  President  speaks  of  this  Oongrese  as  if  he 


been  echoed  by  the  committee  of  the  BoQse. 
The  fact  communioatod  with  the  Message  re- 
ceived this  morning,  that  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  Brazil  have  been  invited  to  this  intended 
Congress,  will  be  anfficlent  to  correct  the  error 
of  the  gentleman,  of  the  PreMdenti-and  of  the 
committee.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  sohemea 
favorable  to  free  OoTemments  are  to  be  di»- 
cussed  with  the  as^stanoe,  or  even  in  the  pros-  . 
ence  of  the  Representatives  of  Don  Pedro  tho 
First,  of  Brazil.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  the 
papers  communicated  with  the  Message,  that 
the  Spanish  American  Oovemments  are  ex- 
ceedingly aniions  to  remove  all  snspicitm  that 
Buchideasareentertdned  bythem.  The  theme 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  American  Independence 
of  Sp»n  and  Portugal,  not  tbe  freedom  of  man- 
kind. A  less  excusable  error  is  that  of  suppos- 
ing that  the  Spanish  American  States  imitated 
our  example  when  they  separated  themselves 
from  Old  Spun.  We  broke  the  bonds  that 
nnited  us  to  the  parent  country,  to  escape  op- 
presaion  and  to  enjoy  freedom.  They,  from 
hatred  to  France,  and  love  of  their  own  king. 
It  was  love  for  a  despot  in  the  person  of  Ferdi- 
nand the  Seventh,  the  adored,  and  not  hatred  of 
despotism,  which  produced  the  first  efforts  to 
establish  Spanish  American  Independence.  The 
release  of  the  dethroned  roonarch  from  hia  cap- 
tivity in  France,  would  have  been  followed  bj 
the  reunion  of  the  American  States  to  tbe 
Spanish  monarchy,  bat  for  the  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  the  restored  Government.  In  this,  oa 
in  numerous  other  cases  recorded  in  history, 
the  folly  of  despotism  waa,  in  the  order  of  Prov- 
idence, one  of  the  chief  cansea  of  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  man.  While 
anxious  to  throw  themselves  into  his  paternal 
arms,  the  Spanish  Americans  found  themselvea 
compelled  to  wage  a  dangerous  and  doubtful 
contest,  in  order  to  escape  tbe  threatened  ven- 
geance of  their  monarcn.  Their  efforts  hare 
been  great,  and  til eir  success  glorious.  As  tfao^ 
advanced  in  victory,  they  merit  praise  for  hav- 
ing had  the  sagacity  to  discover  tbe  value  ot 
our  institutions,  and  the  wisdom  to  adopt  the 
forms  and  some  of  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution. 

A  more  dangerous  illnston,  as  it  is  flattering 
to  our  self-love,  is  that  of  supposing  that  all  the 
movements  of  our  Oovemmcnt  iu  favor  of  tlie 
Spanish  Araerirans  have  been  prudently  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  promote  the  establishment 
of  free  Governments  and  liberal  institution*. 
A  brief  reference  to  the  most  marked  events 
from  the  first  proposition,  which  related  solely 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  made  by  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  Btate,  until  tlie  reoognibon  of  aU.  tbt 
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Swush  AmerioKi  Sutea  was  proposed  by  Mr, 
Monroe,  will  place  this  matter  in  its  troe  light. 
The  Brat  resolation  on  the  subject  of  Spanish 
America,  introdnced  by  Mr,  Clay,  waa  proposed 
irhile  all  Spanish  Ainerica,  except  Bnecos 
Ayres,  yet  owned  at  least  a  nominal  obedience 
to  Spun.  The  resolation  was  Euccessfollj  re- 
listed in  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  on  a 
Tariety  of  groanda ;  the  chief  were  that  it  woa 
not  yet  asoertained  that  Bnenos  Ayrea  could 
maintain  its  independence — that  tlie  country 
was  distracted  by  factions;  the  power  of  Spain 
bad  not  been  exerted  ag^nst  the  revolutionary 
party.  That  the  recognition  woold  not  be  nse- 
fnl  to  tlie  Patriots,  unr  porta  being  open  to  them 
without  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  their  OoV' 
emment — it  might  be  ii^orions  to  ns  to  dis- 
eoTcr  an  noseasonable  eagerneea  to  decide  <m 
the  yet  donbtflil  qnesdon  between  theiu  and 
Spain,  An  objection  was  also  urged  to  the 
form  of  the  proposition — it  proposed,  like  the 
Greek  resolation  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehnsete,  the  appropriation  of  money  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  a  misdon,  when  the  President 
ohoee  to  institat«  it  It  was  ar^ed,  that  it 
was  not  the  daty  of  the  Honse  to  stimulate,  hot 
to  restrtin,  £zacntive  patrons^.  The  coDteat 
eoutinned  to  be  ssstalned  witli  donbtful  fortune 
la  BooUi  America,  until  the  year  1S20,  In  the 
mean  time,  onr  long-protraot«d  dispntes  with 
Spain  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  1819 ; 
ont  of  which  grew  new  difficnltiee  and  embar- 
raaaments,  as  Sptia  failed  to  ratify  it.  In  the 
n^otiatioD  which  preceded  and  followed  that 
treaty,  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  United 
States  towarda  recognition,  bat  the  appointment 
of  the  Oommiasioaers  to  Bsenos  Ayres  and 
CbSil,  to  collect  information  of  the  politioal  and 
avil  condition  of  those  two  oonntries.  The 
Spanisli  Uonarch  was  engaged,  dnring  this  pe- 
nod,  in  preparation  for  formidable  effort  against 
the  Revolutjonista  in  the  different  parts  of 
America.  A  force  of  15,000  well-organized 
boopo,  under  a  leader  of  talent,  experience,  and 
repntation,  waa  drawn  ti^^ther  at  Cadiz~->tbe 
meana  of  tran^rtation  actively  collated — a 
negotiation  with  Portugal  preyed,  to  obtain 
Tepoaaeasion  of  Monte  Yideo,  as  a  luidlng  place 
and  oitAdel  for  the  Royal  troops.  The  friends 
of  Spanish  America  saw,  with  auxione  forebod- 
ing, the  gatiiering  danger.  The  Spanish  Amer- 
ieaaa  were  iU  prepared  to  resist  so  formidable  a 
force.  They  owed  their  escape  from  the  ex- 
pected peril  and  their  sabseqnent  signal  tri- 
umphs, to  the  very  sonrce  of  their  danger. 
The  formidable  army  which  threatened  the  anni- 
hilation of  freedom  in  Spanish  America,  gave 
freedom  to  Spanish  Europe ;  and  the  intended 
instruments  of  despotism  were  the  champions  of 
liberty.  The  imbecile  despotiBni  of  Ferdinand 
aonk  almost  without  a  stru^le,  and  the  constita- 
tionof  1812  wasreatored.  Patriotism  waa  called 
from  exile  and  from  imprisonment,  to  preside 
over  the  movements  of  the  restored  system. 
Among  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Government, 
waa  tha  ftbaodoiunMit  of  all  attempts  to  ren- 
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nite,  by  force  of  arms,  the  ultra-marine  Territo- 
ry to  t^e  Spanish  dominion. 

Oommissiouers  were  appointed  to  visit  the 
Americcm  Governments,  hear  their  complaints, 
and,  if  practicable,  reunite  them  under  the  con- 
stitution to  the  parent  State.  Bolivar  and  Mo- 
rillo  celebrated  the  armistice  in  Colombia  with 
feasts  and  rejoicings — ate  at  the  same  table,  and 
drank  from  the  aome  cap.  The  question  be- 
tween Spain  and  Spanish  America  waa  entirely 
changed.  It  waa  no  longer  a  contest  between 
liberty  and  despotism,  between  the  oppressing 
and  the  oppressed.  It  had  become  a  mere 
question  of  political  separation,  interesting  to 
as  and  to  the  world,  but  one  in  which  the  lov- 
ers of  liberty  might  well  feel  sympathy  for  Old 
Spain,  since  her  Government  was  more  demo- 
cratic  and  free  than  either  of  those  then  estab- 
lished in  lier  former  dominions.  Eer  constita- 
fonaded  on  the  acknowledged  sover- 


Spanish  Americans,  on  that  basis,  equality  of 
rights,  commercial,  civil,  and  political.  It 
would  be  n^jast  not  to  mention  that  the  consti- 
tutional Government  waa  distinguiahed  by 
kindness  andjustice  tothe  United  States.  Our 
prisoned  citizens,  taken  in  arms  in  the  ranks 


of  the  Spanish  Americans,  against  Old  Spain, 
were  liberated^-the  Florida  treaty  ratified — the 
commercial  code  of  Spain  so  changed  as  to  re- 
move all  cause  of  inst  complaint. 

It  waa  under  tiieae  circamstances  tliat  Mr. 
Clay's  second  reaolntion  was  proposed,  and 
adoptedbytheHoaseof  Representatives:  area- 
olatioD  expressing  a  deep  interest  for  thesncceaa 
of  the  American  provinces  straggling  to  esteb- 
lish  their  liberty  and  independence.  The  great 
oaase  of  liberty,  which  the  friends  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world  anticipated  would  speed- 
ily triumph  everywhere,  if  sustdned  in  Spain 
andPortagal;  andltaly  was  disregarded  by  the 
mover  of  this  resolution,  and  those  who  voted 
for  it,  in  their  anxiety  for  the  independence  of 
the  neighboring  States.  I  shall  not  be  contra- 
dicted when  I  assert,  that  the  triumph  of  liber- 
ty in  Europe  would  have  been,  if  not  certain, 
highly  probable,  if  a  firm  union  had  been  effect- 
ed between  Spain,  Portngal,  and  their  American 
dominions,  and  under  free  Bepresentative  Gov- 
ermnanta ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  cause  of  the  human  race  had  America  been 
reunited  to  the  peninsula  ander  a  free  Govern- 
ment than  separated,  although  free,  if  the  pe- 
ninsula was  to  be  again  aul^ected,  br  that 
event,  to  the  ancient  despotisni.  The  efforts  of 
the  (3ortoa  to  induce  the  altrfr-marine  Territo- 
ries to  reunite  under  the  constitution  of  1B12, 
were  nnancceasfnl.  The  war  was  renewed,  bnt 
with  a  different  spirit,  more  worthy  of  the 
combatants.  In  Colombia  the  armistice  was 
broken  by  Bolivar.  Oar  Government  continued 
to  manifest  a  proper  solicitude  for  the  Spanish 
Americans,  without  forgetting  what  was  due  to 
Spain,  free  and  in  the  midst  of  enemies.  The 
policy  of  the  ExecntiTO  vie,  at  erary  Bemaa 
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of  Cmgreaa,  fsirlj  expressed,  and 
more  tailj  th&u  at  (he  openinK  of  the  Congress 
in  the  jesr  1821.  After  epeaJciug  of  the  nic- 
cessee  of  the  Spaniah  Americsji  GoTernments 
dnring  the  preoeding  year,  the  Preudent  safs, 
ia  the  Uessage  of  tlie  thirdof  Deoember:  "It 
has  long  been  manifest  that  ft  wonld  be  impos- 
rible  for  Spun  to  rednoe  theae  colonies  bj  force, 
and  eqnall;  so,  that  no  oondidoa  diort  of  their 
independence  vonld  be  satiafactofy  to  thetn.  It 
may  therefore  be  preanined,  ■  and  is  earaestl^ 
bo|)ed,  that  the  GoTemment  of  Bpun,  gnided 
by  enlightened  and  liberal  oonncils,  nil!  find  it 
to  comport  with  its  interest^  and  dne  to  ita 
magnanimity,  to  terminate  thu  eihansting  con- 
troversy on  that  basis.  To  promote  this  result 
by  friendly  counsel  with  tLe  QoTemmcDt  of 
Spain,  will  be  the  object  of  the  Qoremment  of 
the  United  States."  lliis  lango^^  conld  not 
be  misoDderstood.  Friendly  counsel  with  the 
GoTemment  <tf  Spain,  was  the  means  intended 
to  be  nsed  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  de- 
Mred  reralt— the  termination  of  the  ezhaDsling 
controversy  on  the  basis  of  the  Spanish  Amei^ 
ioan  Independence.  The  Execntive  stood  com- 
mitted to  Spun  to  ^ve  that  counsel  before  any 
dedsive  step  was  taken  by  ns  on  that  great 

aaestion.  Spain  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  after 
lis  volunteered  declaration  of  the  Chief  Hag- 
iMrate.  How  was  this  expectation  met?  With- 
in three  months  from  the  date  of  the  Message, 
without  any  material  change  in  the  state  of  uie 
contest,  and  without  advising  with  Spain,  or, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  even  giving  notice  of 
such  an  intention,  the  President,  on  the  8th  of 
Karch,  18Sa,  recommended,  in  a  special  Hes- 
sage,  the  recognition  of  the  Spanish 


fltmctive  commentoiy  on  the  doctrine  of  pledees 
oontained  in  Executive  measages,  the  more  m- 
■tructive  as  it  proceeds  from  the  author  of  them. 
Under  what  drcumstanees  did  this  event  oc- 
cur? Baenos  Ayres,  (^ili,  and  Colombia, 
were  still  without  constitutions,  under  a  spe- 
cies of  military  law.  Mexico  acknowledged  the 
power  of  that  miserable  ape  of  European  des- 
pots the  Emperor  Iturbide.  Peru  was  the  the- 
atre of  a  sanguiuanr  and  uncertain  contest.  We 
embraced  Imperial  Mexico  to  the  iniury  of  con- 
stitutional Spun,  Yes,  sir,  in  the  hour  of  her 
peril  this  measure  was  adopted,  which,  how- 
ever defensible  it  may  have  been,  as  politic  and 
necessary,  was  pernicious  in  its  effect  on  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  Europe.  The  constitation- 
al  party  in  S[)ain  were,  at  this  period,  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Surrounded  by  armies 
without,  and  assailed  within  by  all  the  artifices 
of  priestly  cunning,  operating  upon  an  ignorant 
and  bigoted  peasantry,  Uiey  resisted,  as  they 
had  done,  the  pressure  upon  them,  by  holding 
out  to  the  people  the  hope  of  a  reunion  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  under  the  JBepresentatiTe 
system — an  event  not  to  be  effected  if  the  an- 
oient  Government  was  restored.  The  language 
of  the  Patriotaof  the  Oortes  was,  "the  reunion 
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of  all  Spain  under  a  free  Government,  or  the 
indepenaenoe  and  freedcnn  of  Ultramar."  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Spanish 
America,  by  the  United  States,  struck  from  the 
Spanish  Patriots  their  best  defence,  and  the 
blow  was  more  fatal,  as  it  was  given  by  a  free 
GoTemment.  The  sequel  of  the  hiatorr  of  the 
Spanish  constitution  is  soon  told ;  it  fell  before 
the  united  powers  of  domestic  treachery  and 
foreign  force.  Patriotism,  and  virtue,  and  inno- 
oence,  and  beaaty,  were  again  driven  into  exile 
from  f^  Spain,  or  cast  into  loathsome  dun- 
geons, while  generous,  romantic,  sud  heroie  val- 
or, was  dragged  on  a  hurdle,  with  every  mark 
of  indignity  bigotry  and  cruelty  oould  devise, 
to  the  place  of  public  execution.  liberty,  fly- 
ing from  the  nstnessea  of  Asturias,  has  not 
found  a  resting'place  on  the  continent  of  En- 
rope,  yet  still  hovers  over  Greece,  hoping  to 
discover  a  reftige  among  the  ruins  of  ner  an- 
cient temples. 

I  do  not,  Mr.  Cbainnan,  mean  to  censure  th« 
policy  which  has  been  pursued,  nor  to  enter 
mto  any  examination  of  it.  The  Government 
has  done  what  it  believed  its  duty  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  a  duty  which  is  too  apt 
to  be  forgotten  whrai  we  take  the  universe  un- 
der our  care,  which  is  departed  from  when  wa 
legislate  for  the  benefit  of  other  nationB.  My 
purpose  is  answered,  if  I  have  shown  to  the 
committee  that,  in  the  recognition  of  Spanish 
America,  we  did  not  move  in  obedience  to  the 
love  of  liberty,  or  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
extension  of  Representative  Governments.  Had 
the  love  of  lil>erty  only  governed  our  actiona, 
our  views  shoold  not  hare  been  confined  to 
Spanish  America,  or  to  America.  Man  is  our 
brother,  wherever  he  reeides,  and  our  feelinss 
and  wishes  are  as  strong  for  his  Buffering  m 
Ana,  Africa,  or  Europe,  as  in  America,  what 
then  did  we  look  to  ?  To  our  interests,  which 
required  a  separation  of  the  Spanish  American 
GovermnenlA  from  each  other  and  from  Spain. 
The  charaeUr  of  these  Governments  is  to  the 
people,  for  or  by  whom  they  are  formed,  of  the 
first  importance ;  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  of  but  a  secondary  consequence. 

Having  examined  what  the  President  pro- 

Cts,  touching  this  principle,  let  us  see  what 
proposes  on  the  other  great  subject  with 
which  the  principle  is  remotely  connected — 
the  great  subject  of  "European  interference 
with  the  domestic  concerns  of  American  Gov- 
ernments." No  such  interference  is,  at  this 
moment,  dreaded  or  menaced.  Why  discuss 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  our  resisting  it? 
The  gentleman  from  Massacbusetta  (Mr.  Web- 
ffTEB)  nays  it  must  be  discussed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  (Mr.  HcLasi)  says  it  must 
not  be  disoussed.  Both  gentlemen  err  in  sup- 
posing that  there  is  any  intention  to  discuss 
resistance,  by  the  Uoit^  8tat«s,  of  European 
interfbrenoe.  That  part  of  the  screw  is  already 
turned  upon  us.  On  that  point  we  stand,  ^ 
the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  oom- 
mittM.    iiie  partiea,  speaking  of  our  Ezecn- 
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tive  and  Uie  Spanish  Amerioan  OoTenunenti, 
■re  agreed  upon  it — we  go  to  PaDama  under 
■Q  inritation,  in  the  laogoage  of  the  President, 
"  to  take  into  oonaideraticAi  the  means  of  reaiat- 
ing  intarferenoe  from  abroad  with  the  domes- 
tic concenu  of  the  Amerioan  Qovemmeuts. 
Ja  allading  to  these  tneana,  it  wonld  obvions- 
I7  be  pramatore,  at  thia  time,  to  antiupate 
that  which  is  offered  merel;  «8  mklter  of 
cansnltation,  or  to  pronoonoe  npon  thoee 
measures  vhioh  have  been  or  nu^  be  sog- 
geated."  We  go  to  diacaw  means  and  meaa- 
nrea  of  resistance.  We  are  lield  pledged  to 
resist  European  iat«rference  with  the  draneetio 
concerns  of  the  Spanish  Amerioan  Statea. 
That  the  United  States  are  not  pledged,  is  to 
OH  well  known.  We  can  be  pledged  oidf  bj 
treatf.  Bat  onr  neighbors  tliink  we  are;  they 
■ct  under  this  delusion,  and  onght  to  be  unde- 
oeived.  To  safwose  that  what  has  been  done 
bj-  this  and  the  former  Administration  has  im- 
posed no  obligation  upon  us,  would  be  to  oom- 
mit  an  egr^oDB  mistake.  What  has  been 
done,  imposes  upon  ns  all  the  obligation  the 
Executive  could,  bj  his  own  act,  create.  I 
tpeaJi  not  of  the  Messa^  of  1B38 :  I  speak  of 
the  language  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  acting  under  the 
instructions  of  tbe  Secretorj  of  State :  and  of 
Qiat  of  the  Secretary  of  Statfi,  writing  under 
the  eje  of  the  President.  When  nations  speak, 
they  mean  something,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Hr.  Wkssteb'}  has  emphotic^lj 
■aid.  Nations  speak  hj  tneir  Ministera  or 
Chief  UsgiEtrates.  Onr  ilinister  to  Mexico 
has  said  to  that  Government,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled, in  the  event  of  European  interfereQoe, 
to  take  the  most  active  and  efficient  part,  and 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  contest.  It  is  alleged 
tfut  this  was  done  without  instmctions,  8ir, 
look  at  the  instnictions,  ;oa  will  find  hiajustifi- 
Mtion.  He  was  instructed  that  tliis  determina- 
tion to  resist  European  interference,  was  tbe 
basis  of  our  polic;  towards  the  American 
States,  to  nrge  the  Mexican  Oovemment  to 
adopt  the  principles  bud  down  in  the  Message 
of  1823 — '^the  important  principles  of  inter- 
ccmtinental  law."  In  tbe  letters  written  to 
him,  tbe  Secretai?  of  State  speaks  of  the  taem- 
OTohle  pledge  of  Mr.  Monroe.  In  the  answer 
to  the  official  commonication  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
detailing  his  conversation  with  the  Mexican 
Government,  there  is  neither  censure  of  the 
Isognage  used  bj  him,  nor  caution  to  be  more 
gowdi^  in  future.  Indeed,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  bis  conduct  met  the  approbation  of  tbe 
Executive.  The  gentleman  from  Maasacbusetts 
(Mr.  Webstkb)  thinks  that  Mr.  Poinsett's  lan- 
Roage  was  too  stroag,  but  that  be  put  the 
Mexicans  right  in  Augoat ;  and  what  is  con- 
clusive proof  that  the  Mexicans  do  not  consider 
OS  any  further  pledged  to  them  than  England 
is,  that  Uie  note  written  by  tbe  Mexican  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  our  Minister  and  to  the  English 
Cbarg^  d' Affaires,  on  the  subject  of  the  trons- 
(v  of  Cuba  to  France,  were  precisely  alike. 
The  gentlemaii,  from  an  indistinot  reooUeotiou  i 


of  dates  and  bets,  has  fallen  into  a  great  error. 
The  too  tUnmg  language  of  Mr.  Poinsett  was 


preoedingmonth.  Tbe  notes  to  Measra.  Poin- 
sett and  Ward  were,  through  the  infinence  of 
Mr.  Ward,  at  the  meial  iiutana  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, "  veriatim  etliUratim,  the  same."  I^  in 
Angnst,  the  Mexican  Secretary  thought  he  was 
authoriied  to  demand  onr  interference,  what 
laugDoge  will  he  not  now  hold  sinoe  the 
memorable  oonvenation  of  September!  The 
deolarationa  of  onr  Ministers  are  alleged  to 
have  been  mere  argument — a  simple  reference 
to  the  past,  not  committing  nor  intended  to 
oommit  ns  to  any  thing,  Tbeae  pretences  will 
not  serve.  Our  Minister  spoke  plainly  and 
intelligibly,  of  existing  obligation  and  faturft 
action,  not  of  past  intention.  He  spoke  not  of 
the  dead  past,  bat  of  the  living  present,  and 
the  pregnant  future.  How  will  we  escape  the 
consequences  of  the  obligation  tbe  EzecutiTe 
has  thus  imposed  upon  the  United  States! 
If  the  event  oconrs  which  onr  Minister  anlid- 
pated,  can  you  deny  the  existence  of  any  obliM- 
tion  ?  Or  will  yon  hazard  the  declaration  t£at 
it  is  oniy  on  imperftet  obligation  ?  Or  sbsU 
we  find  safety  and  honor  in  the  pnerile  sophism 
of  tbe  Department  of  State,  which  seeks  to 
avoid  a  fair  oonclusion  by  abasing  a  term  I 
The  Secretary  of  State  asserts  that  Mr.  Poinsett 
referred  alone  to  a  ptedae  of  the  character  of 
that  of  Mr.  Monroe's  dedaration,  "  a  pledge  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  posterity."  Is  tbia  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  when  he  dedared, 
"  what  further  we  were  ready  to  do  in  order  to 
defend  their  (the  Mexican's)  rights  and  liber- 
ties." A  iJedge  to  posterity — a  pledge  to  our- 
selves] How  strange  that  vigorous  and  prac- 
tised minds  should  resort  to  such  defences  I 
The  existing  generation  bnt  to  often  gives  a 
pledge  for  posterity,  which  posterity  is  called 

3)on  to  redeem,  A  pledge  to  posterity  may 
ways  be  given  with  perfect  security.  Tbe 
party  who  only  baa  tbe  right  to  demand  the 
redemption  of  a  pledge,  is  he  to  whom  it  ia 
given.  Posterity  can  never  make  such  demand 
until  the  present  ia  united  to  the  future. 

Equally  safe  is  a  pledge  to  ourselves.  The 
party  holding  tbe  pledge  can  release  it.  If  we 
onraelvea  should  ever  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  call, 
I  inconvenient  season,  for  the  redemption 
of  a  pledge  given  by  ourselves  to  ourselves,  we 
onrselvee  can  release  ourselves  from  tbe  obliga- 
tion to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  ourselves 
to  ourselves.  Could  the  genius  of  ridicnle 
itself,  by  the  use  of  words,  prodnce  a  more 
whimsicid  confusion  of  ideas?  "The  people 
of  the  United  States  stood  pledged  to  posterity 
and  to  themselvee."  If  we  have  ^ven  any 
pledge,  it  has  been  given  to  some  power  or 
power^  who  have  a  right  to  bold  it,  until  re- 
deemed by  us,  or  voluntarily  aorendered  by 
them.  Mr.  Monroe's  Message  was  nopledge, 
for  it  was  addreased  to  no  power.  What  it 
has  become  in  Hm  handaof  tbe  present  A^ 
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miDistration,  is  oaother  and  distiact  inqoirj, 
into  which  I  propose  to  enter,  after  I  have 
enileBTored  to  explain  what  that  MesB&ge  origi- 
nally was.  The  cireiunstances  under  which  it 
waa  prepared,  furnish  the  best  elucidation  of 
it.  After  the  suppression  of  free  GoverBmenta, 
in  Piedmont,  Naples,  and  Spain,  on  the  princi- 
ples proclaimed  b;  the  Holy  Allies,  in  the  ano- 
oessive  Congresses  of  Troppau,  I^j'bacb,  and 
Verona,  it  was  eerioDsly  apprehended  that 
Uie  allied  sovereigns  would  extend  their  parent- 
al regards  to  this  continent.  This  iqiprehen* 
sios  was  the  more  reasonable,  as  the  pnnciples 
npon  which  Franc«  had  Jnst  acted  m  Spain, 
in  the  suppression  of  the  cooBtitation,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  despot,  oould,  with  gi«at 
fwnlitj,  be  brought  to  justify  an  intervention 
t>etw«en  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies — an 
intervention  the  Spanish  monaroh  was  in- 
formaUy  soliciting,  and  which  was  expected 
to  become  tlie  topic  of  discussion,  at  least,  in 
Paris.  England,  who  had  remained  a  tran- 
qnil  spectator  of  the  outrages  committed  by 
oi^nized  and  disciplined  despotism,  in  Italy 
ai^  Spun,  had  too  deep  an  interest  to  remain 
silent  when  America  was  in  question.  To 
give  decisive  effect  to  the  naming  the  British 
Minister  had  determined  to  give  to  the  allied 
monai'chs,  he  wished  na  to  join  in  it.  Oar 
Minister  to  London  was  asked  to  malce,  in  con- 
cert with  England,  a  declaration  to  the  allied 
sovereigns.  Without  instructions,  Mr.  Bush 
oonld  not  accede  to  this  proposal ;  but,  with  a 
boldness  highly  honorable  to  his  diplomatic 
character,  he  oS'ered  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  this  measure,  if  Great  Britain  would  place 
herself  precisely  in  the  same  position  as  the 
United  Htatea,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  Span- 
ish American  independence.  As  Mr.  Canning 
was  not  prepared  to  go  that  length,  the  decla- 
ration was  not  made  oy  as.  No  doubt  (of  this, 
however,  I  speak  without  certain  authority) 
some  official  communications  were  made  to 
the  President,  throngh  the  English  representa- 
tive in  Washington.  Coinciding  with  firitun 
in  the  policy  of  at  once  preventing,  by  an  im- 
mediate movement,  any  allied  intervention  in 
the  Spanish  contest  on  this  cootinent,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  place  of  an  official  note  to  the  allies, 
expressed  his  opinions  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
very  important  reasons:  we  avoided  by  it  any 
entanglement,  the  necessary  consequence  t^ 
onr  movemeirt.  if  mode  in  concert  with  another 
power ;  the  other,  and  more  decisive  considera- 
tion, was,  that,  by  a  Message  to  Congress, 
while  it  would  fally  ciplain  tlie  views  of  the 
Chief  MsgiBtrate,  tliia  Government  would  be, 
as  to  its  future  course,  least  committed.  What 
did  the  Message  of  1823  assert?  "That  we 
should  consider  any  sttcmpt  made  by  the  Eu- 
ropean alliance,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerons  to 
our  peace  nnJ  security.  That  "  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purposes  of  op- 
presung "  the  Spanish  American  Btate^  ao- 
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knowledged  by  na,  "or  controlling,  in  anj 
other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European 
power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  tiie  manifes- 
tation of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States."  To  what  system  does  the 
President  allude?  It  b  nsu^j  taken  for 
granted,  that  he  alludes  to  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment; that  he  oonridered  the  establishment  of 
such  Governments  on  any  part  of  tliis  hemis- 
phere, "  as  duigerons  to  onr  peace  and  secu- 
rity." A  little  reflection  will  show  that  this 
concloBion  is  erroneous.  No  President  could 
have  so  degrading  an  opinion  of  our  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  people,  whose  will  created  it, 
and  whose  valor  will  support  it,  as  to  believe 
that  the  exist«nce  of  a  despotic  Government 
in  any  part  of  this  hemisphere,  is  dangerons  to 
our  security.    He  who  aeknowledged  tlie  inde- 

Smdence  of  the  imperial  Governments  of  Don 
adro  of  Bra^l,  and  Itnrbide  of  Mexico,  with 
the  same  alacrity  that  he  did  the  Republican 
Governments  of  Colombia,  Chili,  and  Bnenos 
Ayres,  certainly  did  not  entertMn  such  an 
opinion.  To  what,  then,  did  be  allude?  He 
alluded  to  the  system  established  by  the  allies, 
as  explained  at  their  different  Congresses,  and 
as  acted  npon,  formerly  in  France,  and  recent- 
ly in  Italy  and  Spain.  He  alluded  to  the  sya- 
tem  of  interference,  by  an  armed  force,  in  the 
domestic  affairs  of  nations,  under  the  pretext 
of  maintaining  or  restoring  domestic  peace, 
and  placing  the  institutions  of  the  invaded  coun- 
try on  such  bases  as  would  afford  salutary 
guarantera  to  the  general  tranquillity.  The 
essential  difference  between  our  system  and 
that  of  the  allies,  of  which  the  President  speAks, 
in  the  same  Message,  arises  from  onr  asserting, 
and  uniformly  acting  on  the  principle  on  whicn 
our  Government  is  erected,  that  every  people 
have  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  concerns 
in  their  own  way ;  to  live  nnder  such  a  Gov- 
ernment as  they  may  choose  to  e^ablieh ;  to 
change  it  at  their  pleasure,  whenever  a  cliange 
is  necessaiy  to  their  happiness  and  pros])erity. 
This  principle  is  true  everywhere ;  hut,  in  the 
maintenance  of  it  in  Europe,  we  have  but  s 
remote — In  the  maintenance  of  it  in  America, 
a  direct,  interest.  The  law  of  self-defence  re- 
quires us  to  act,  whenever  any  combination  of 
powers — Asiatic,  African,  European,  or  Ameri- 
can— interferes  with  the  domestic  concerns  of 
the  American  States.  This  was  all  that  was 
rightfoUy  asserted  by  the  Message  of  182S. 
The  motive  of  interference  does  not  enter  into 
the  question.  If  the  interference  was  in  a  cm- 
sade  against  liberty,  it  was  not  "  dangerons  to 
our  peace,"  but  a  direct  attack  npon  ns.  If 
the  crusade  began  at  Patagonia,  it  would  not 
end  at  Mexico.  If,  for  the  purposes  of  oppres- 
sion, to  gratify  ambition,  or  to  sustain  the 
sinking  cause  of  a  cruel  tyranny,  the  interfer- 
ence would  be  a  gross  wrong,  which  we,  of 
right,  might  arm,  and  act  to  prevent.  But 
what  effect  has  the  assertion  of  these  print' 
pies,  in  an  Executive 
nst    Baa  it  prored  tl 
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had  never  been,  aitd  is  not^onbtad.  Did  it 
bind  aa  to  act  upon  them  I  We  Hboold,  in  cue 
of  necesdtT,  hare  acted  apon  them,  had  \bej 
not  been  asMrted ;  and  wb  shatl  act  upon  them 
irhanever  an  emerKenoj  may  reqoire  it,  with- 
ont  regard  to  the  Meauge ;  and  oar  mode  of 
action  will  be  preciself  tiie  same  u  if  the  Hea- 
ttge  never  had  been  sent  to  qb.  How  we  ahaU 
act,  will  bo  decided  by  Coogreaa,  whose  will 
is  as  oompletelj  unfettered,  as  if  the  Meesage 
never  had  been  prepared,  or  it^  aathor  never 
had  ezistad.  I  spetd^  sir,  of  the  Messagey  nn- 
eoonected  with  tne  use  subeeqnentlT  tnade  of 
it.  What  it  haa  nou  become,  I  wiU  ahow  to 
the  committee.  Under  the  plaelio  hand  of 
another  artist,  a  Meaaage  of  a  President  to 
Oongreea  has  tieen  converted  into  a  bond  nnlt- 
ing  onr  deatany  to  thti  of  Spanish  America. 
A  decIarataoD,  fbnndcd  on  the  law  of  self-de- 
fence, has  been  obaa^ed  to  a  pledge  of  gnar- 
diaaabip  and  protection  of  aU  the  Bpaolsh 
American  QoTemmenta :  tlie  oondeimiati<»i  of 
the  principles  of  the  Holy  Allianoe,  into  the 
asaertion  of  the  right,  in  this  continent,  to  act 
npoD  the  same  principles.  Oan  gentleinen 
donbt  tiut  theae  changes  hare  been  wrought, 
OT  attempted  ?  The  correspondence  with  Mexi- 
co proves  them  bcvond  dispute.  The  last 
metamorphoeis  may  be  fotmd  in  the  instmc- 
tions  of  the  36th  of  March,  1820,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
•etL  Mr.  Clay  writes :  "  the  political  syBtems 
<rf  tiie  two  continents  (Enrope  and  America) 
are  essentially  different.  Each  has  the  eicla- 
*ve  right  to  judge  for  itaeif  what  is  best  snited 
to  its  own  condition,  and  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote its  happiness ;  bnt  neither  has  a  right  to 
enforce  npon  the  other  the  eatabliahmeat  of 
ita  peenliar  system." 

Now,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  here  is  the 
aeknowledgment  of  the  right  of  the  allied 
tovereigns  to  do  all  that  haa  been  done  by  them 
in  Europe,  and  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  any 
American  alliance-  to  do  what  it  pleases  on 
this  continent.  The  eiclnsive  continental  right 
of  r^nlating  its  own  system,  oan  only  be'eier- 
eiaed  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  power  of 
the  great  nations  oocnpying  it.  The  Holy  Al- 
lies have  done  no  more  than  proclaim  and  act 
upon  tbia  doctrine,  in  Enrope.  Are  we  to  copy 
their  detestable  example  here  I  The  principle 
anerted  is  equally  false,  applied  to  either  oooti- 
nant;  and  eqoally  fiilse,  however  pure  the 
motive  of  its  application.  Its  apparent  planM- 
bility  arises  from  aaaoming  that  to  be  true  of  a 
eoatinent,  occupied  by  many  nations,  which  is 
true  of  each  nation  that  oooupieB  it.  Every 
nalitm  has  the  excinaive  right  to  Jn^  for  itself 
what  is  best  snited  to  its  own  conation.  Any 
interference  with  that  nght,  Is  equally  detest- 
able in  principle,  whether  made  by  powers 
occupying  the  same  or  a  different  continent. 
No  continent  has  a  right  to  prescribe  to  the 
nationa  compoeiog  it  any  regulation  whatsoever 
of  its  internal  affairs.  Connected  with  the 
proposed  Hisaiod  to  Panama,  with  the  charac- 
ter of  the  ssaembly  of  nations  wUchia  to  meet 
VouDL^lS 


there,  and  the  peculiar  stipulation  of  the  trea- 
ties formed  tonching  the  powers,  or  rather  ob- 
JBOta,  of  that  aasembly,  tnis  attempt  to  intro- 
noe  this  new  term  of  intar-eantijiental  rights 
into  the  code  of  national  law,  is  ominoQs  of  the 
intentions  of  onr  present  Palinnrus.  It  is  to 
concert  means  of  resisting  European  int*rfer. 
ence;  these  being  considered  as  the  principles 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  Message,  that  we  have  been 
invited,  and  have  consented  to  go  to  Panama. 
We  go  not  to  undeceive  them ;  not  to  expl^ 
to  them  their  mistake,  in  supposing  ua  pledged 
to  any  efforts  for  the  defence  of  tiieir  righta; 
but  to  discuss  the  question  of  means,  as  'a  the 
pledge  eiiated  in  its  fiill  force,  as  presented  to 
Menco,  by  our  Minister.  BapposiDg  no  treaty 
engagement  is  made,  what  wUl  be  the  effect 
of  a  formal  discussion,  and  a  formal  sgreementL 
recorded  in  the  protocols  of  the  Assembly  t 
But  the  President  does  not  tell  ua  that  he  will 
not  make  a  treaty.  He  says  "  a  Joint  declara- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  obtruuve  interfer- 
ence from  abroad,  and  the  exposure  of  it  to  the 
worl^  may  be,  probably,  all  the  occasion 
would  require.  Whether  the  United  States 
should  or  should  not  be  parties  to  such  a  dec- 
laration, may  juHtly  form  a  part  of  the  delibera- 
tion." This  declaration  will  be  signed  by  our 
Ministers,  if  they  think  it  expe^ent.  That 
they  will  be  pressed  to  Join  In  it,  cannot  be 
doubted,  when  we  reflect  on  the  situation  of 
the  South  American  Ststea.  What  will  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  Joint  declaration,  to  which  we 
become  pariiea,  about  which  we  shall  not  be 
consnlted,  nor  will  the  Senate  be  asked  for 
their  advice  I  Will  we  not  stand  still  more 
deeply  involved  than  we  now  are  f  Am  I  not 
Justified  by  this  examination  of  this  anbject,  in 
oelierinB  that  the  public  interest  reqnires  no 
negotiation  at  Panama  respoctinc  itt  It  is  not 
necessary  to  discuH  how  we  shall  exercise  our 
discretion,  when  the  lawless  intervention  of 
any  power,  European  or  American,  in  tha 
domestic  concerns  of  a  neighboring  State,  shall 
impose  npon  us  the  necessity  to  act.  Instead 
of  discussing  the  propriety  of  our  uniting  in  a 
declaration,  our  Mimslers  should  go  to  extri- 
cate us  from  the  embarrassments  created  by 
the  imprudent  diplomatic  and  Executive  deola* 
rations  already  made ;  with  orders  to  with- 
draw us  from  the  eddy,  not  with  the  power  to 
plnnge  na  still  deeper  into  the  vortex  of  im- 
plied pledges  to  deftod  Spanish  American 
rights  and  FtbertieB. 

We  mnst  not  forget  Mr.  Ohalrman,  that  th» 
language  of  tiie  PrMident  does  not  exclude  th« 
idea  of  forming  a  treaty  on  this,  as  well  Ob  on 
the  other  basis  of  the  American  system — coloni- 
zation. Coinciding  with  the  President,  as  they 
suppose,  honorable  gentlemen  tell  us  that  W9 
must  have  Republics  on  this  side  the  Atlantic 
We  mutt  have  S^vblia.  How  mnst  we  estab- 
lish them  t  Onr  own  Bepnblio  exists  by  popu- 
lar wiU.  Onr  will  cannot  control  onr  neigh- 
bora,  unless  enforced  by  onr  power.  Do  w« 
mean  to  force  our  American  nei^bora  to  ba 
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free,  contrerj  to  their  visheal  Qentlemen, 
in  their  infinite  love  of  free  inrtitntlons,  abandon 
the  first  principles  of  our  own  institntiona,  and 
are  prepared  to  imitate  tliose  uUianoes  which 
the7,  at  the  same  moment,  condemn.  Neither 
religirai  nor  Uherty  can  be,  on  jnst  principles, 
propagated  hj  the  sword.  These  same  gentle- 
men, while  the;  loin  onr  committee  in  echoing 
the  opiDions  of  lie  President,  that  "great  po- 
litical interests  will  be  disonssed  at  Panama," 
that  the  decisions  of  onr  Ministers  "  will  aot 
on  uB  "  politically,  also  profess  themselves  per- 
feotl;  satisfied  that  no  entangling  alliances  are 
intended,  or  likely  to  arise  out  of  the  proposed 
mission.  While  I  considor  these  opinioos  de- 
losive,  I  ask  gentlemen  who  eatertun  them — to 
ezplun  how  their  intentions  can  be  aooom- 
pliahed,  how  onr  political  interests  are  to  be 
rnardea,  without  treaties  with  those  whose 
dedsions  are  so  important  to  ds,  and  upon 
those  points  especially  which  toQCh  onr  politi- 
cal interestal  Such  treaties  will  necessarily 
expose  the  destiny  of  our  conntry  to  the  dis- 
oretion  of  other  nations.  ETery  alliance  is,  in 
my  judgment,  entangling,  which  places  onr 
peace  on  tha  discretion  or  moTementa  of  any 
other  Govemment,  whether  we  are  to  piay 
the  part  of  gnardians,  allies,  or  auxiliaries. 
The  FresideDt,  and  the  honorable  members  of 
this  House  who  iustify  his  course,  with  one 
breath,  deay  the  danger  of  entangling  alliances, 
and,  in  the  next,  argne  that  they  are  inevi- 
table. 

Bir,  on  this  salject  of  the  fbrm  of  the  Qov- 
emmenU  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  no  error 
more  fatal  to  the  future  prosperity  of  this  peo- 
ple could  be  oonimitted  than  that  of  believing 
that  onr  interests  reqnire  us  to  act  on  different 
principles  than  those  which  hare  usoally,  if  not 
always,  regulated  onr  Government.  In  the 
fbrma  of  the  Governments  of  other  nations  we 
have  no  right  to  iuterfere ;  and  it  is  indiffer- 
ent  where  thoee  nations  live.  AmericajAfrica, 
Aha,  Europe,  are  to  ns  the  same.  We  will 
that  our  Government  shall  be  free.  Let  other 
naticms  exercise  their  will.  If  wisely,  in  copy- 
ing onr  institutions,  and  conforming  to  our 
principles,  they  will  secure  their  own  proeper- 
1I7  and  oar  respect ;  if  madly,  in  copying  the 
follies  of  the  Hebrews,  who  were  discontented 
withont  a  kmg,  let  them  suffer  the  apj)ropriate 

Ssualty.  The  gratification  of  their  wishes  will 
ring  with  it  the  punislunent  for  their  absurd- 
ity. The  very  duigeroas  ideas  of  onr  Chief 
Vagistrates,  touching  our  fdtore  interconrse 
with  the  Governments  of  this  continent,  is 
forcibly  iUustrated  by  referring  to  aooQier 
subject  proposed  to  be  submitted  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Ministers  who  are  to  go  to  Panama 
— Religion.  A  snhject  the  unmortal  authors 
bt  our  constitution  wonid  not  permit  ns  to 
toDch,  is  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  instructions 
of  onr  CStief  Magistrate  to  this  new  mission. 
I  will  not  take  the  pains  to  point  out  the 
ohange  in  the  mind  of  the  President,  as  exhibit- 
ed in  bis  Message  to  ds  and  to  the  Senate,  nor 
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to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  all  the  wishes  of  the 
Frosideut,  as  expressed  in  the  Message  to  ns, 
have  been  already  accompiished,  as  regards 
those  American  Governments  with  whom  we 
have  already  formed  treaties,  and  that  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  other  Governments  does 
not  show  the  smallest  probablity  of  any  diffl* 
cnlty  of  succeeding  to  the  same  extent  with 
those  with  whom  we  are  yet  negotiating ;  but 
I  deem  it  important  to  press  on  the  attention 
of  the  committee  that  onr  Chief  Ma^stratea 
have  considered  it  "  as  among  the  dnties  de- 
volved upon  us,  in  the  formation  of  onr  fixture 
relations  with  our  Southern  neighbors,  to  nse 
all  the  moral  influence  which  we  can  exercise. 
whether  of  example,  of  friendly  counsel,  or  of 
persuawon,"  to  establish  civil  and  religious 
liberty  among  them, 

I  oonfees  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  waa 
not  prepared  to  expect  a  denunciation  of  pri- 
vat^ring  from  Massachusetts ;  snd  when  I  look 
at  the  inoidente  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the 
late  war,  I  am  filled  with  wonder  that  any  pol- 
itician of  our  country  should  dewre  to  see  it 
formally  denounced  bv  an  assembly  of  nations. 
Of  the  fifteen  hundred  vessels  taken  from  Great 
Brittun  during  the  late  contest,  balancing  the 
account  of  her  plonder  of  our  citizens  on  the 
ocean,  how  many  were  ci4)tnred  by  pnblio 
armed  ships !  I  ^onld  be  happy  to  hear  a  fair 
eiplanatiou  tiom  the  gentleman  from  Msaacha- 
setts,  (Mr.  Webstib,)  who  has  addressed  ns  on 
this  sulfject  of  the  difference,  on  moral  princi- 
ples, of  capturing  the  private  property  of  an  en- 
emy on  the  ocean  by  commissioned  public  vea- 
sels  of  war,  and  oommisuoned  private  Tessela 
of  war. 

[Mr.  Wkdstbb  said  he  had  given  no  opinion.] 

True,  sir,  the  gentieman  gave  us  no  opinion; 
ho  gave  us  an  argument  in  defence  of  the  Pres- 
ident's opinion,  who  "  cannot  exaggerate  to 
himself  ttie  unfading  glory  with  which  the 
United  States  will  go  forth  in  Ihe  memory  <^ 
future  agea,"  if^  through  onr  moral  influence, 
the  South  American  States  abolish  private  war 
on  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  confess,  withont  hesitation, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  surrender  this  powerful 
instrument  of  offenuve defence;  andwnatlam 
unwillinK  to  surrender  to  a  powerful  maritime 
State  I  should  be  ashamed  to  ask  of  our  fceUe 
neighbors.  Nor  can  1  leave  this  subject  with- 
out protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  a  force  prepared  by  the 
resources  of  the  Government  and  that  prepared 
by  individual  enterprise,  controlled  and  direct- 
ed by  pnblic  law.  As  much  gallantry,  hero- 
ism, courtesy,  and  patriotism,  have  been  dis- 
played on  the  decks  of  onr  pnvateers,  as  have 
ever  been  exhibited,  except  on  the  decks  of  onr 
own  public  ships  of  war.  That  England,  with 
her  swarms  of^small  public  vessels  of  war,  com- 
manded by  petty  o&cers,  who  have  enriched 
themselves  by  preying  upon  belligerent  and 
neutral  commerce,  should  inveigh  against  the 
use  of  privatnera,  is  natnial  ana  appropriate ; 
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that  there  Bhonld  be  converts  t«  her  doetriuet 
in  tbia  conntrj  ia  to  be  deeply  regretted.  Tite 
President,  bowever,  is  not  Bftogaine  in  his  hopes 
<^  effectiug  eo  mndi  aa  the  aboEtion  of  private 
war  on  the  ocean,  at  Panama.  He  beheves  it 
will  be  practicable  to  establish  the  pHneiple 
that  the  friendly  flf^  shall  cover  the  oai^. 
The  rnle  that  tree  ahipa  make  f^ee  goods  has 
been  discussed  for  centuries ;  after  various  ef- 
forts, the  mle  of  maritime  war,  as  it  at  present 
exists,  that  enemies'  goods,  under  a  mend's 
fla^  was  prize  of  war,  and  a  Mend's  goods,  nn- 
der  an  enemj's  flas,  not  prize  of  war,  has  been 
quietly  adopted.  For  the  security  of  the  prop- 
erty of  OBr  dtizena,  it  is  practically  snfficient. 
He  reruirenoe  to  the  disputed  doctrine  can 
only  be  important  t«  the  carriers  of  the  cargoes 
rf  belligerents,  and  to  the  feeble  maritime  pow- 
ers who  may  be  engaged  in  war.  Mantime 
strength  will  not  admit  the  mle ;  maritime 
weakness  willingly  adopts  it.  What  does  our 
Chief  Magistrate  propose  t     To  compel  the 

SDWerful  Dy  combining  togetber  the  feeble 
tatea  t  No,  sir,  he  proposes  to  adopt  the 
principle  as  applicable  only  to  those  who  ad- 
mit it.  In  a  former  disoassion,  I  t«ok  occasion 
to  show  that  the  stipnlation  to  that  extent  al- 
ready made  with  Colombia,  might  lead  to  great 
ranbairassments  with  Spain,  with  whom  we 
have  a  similar  stipnlation.  I  will  not  repeat 
what  I  then  ni^d,  preferring  U>  rely  cm  the 
recoUection  of  the  committee. 

The  basis  of  onr  relations  with  Hayti  cannot 
be  changed,  unless,  indeed,  the  anticipations  of 
onr  sister  Republic  of  Oolombia  should  be  re- 
alized, and  other  7>arft  of  0ur  hemisphere  should 
be  in  lite  eireunutaneei.  And  what,  Mr.  Ohiur- 
inan,  does  our  Executive  say  on  this  proposititm 
to  discuss  the  basis  on  which  our  relations  with 
Hayti  shall  be  placed }  He  thinks  it  maj/  be  a 
question  of  jveliminary  advEsemenL  whether 
Uie  political  condition  of  Hayti  be  brought  at 
all  into  discossion.  Aware,  however,  by  the 
official  notice  from  the  OoJombian  Minister, 
that  the  question  of  Hayti  is  to  be  not  only  dis- 
cussed, but  determined,  the  President  proceeds 
to  inform  Ds  that  onr  Hinigterswillbeinstracted 
to  present  certain  views  to  the  assembly,  and, 
if  they  are  not  concurred  in,  to  decline  acced- 
ing to  anyarrangementwhichmay  be  proposed 
on  diferent  principles.  What  views  are  these) 
The  Haytiens  hold  a  nominal  sovereignty,  by 
tiie  grant  of  a  foreign  prince,  nnder  conditions 
equivalent  to  a  concession  by  tbem  of  eiclnsive 
commercial  advantages  to  the  subjects  of  that 
prince.  This  statement  is  not  now  true ;  the 
Haytiens  refuse  to  hold  their  independence  as 
the  boon  from  France — what  else  is  to  be  urged 
by  our  Ministers  t     "  There  are  certain  eireum- 


edgment  of  its  independence."  I  trnst,  sir,  by 
this  declaration,  the  President  doe»  not  mean 
to  intimate  that  these  circumstanoea  are  not 
herea/ler  to  prevent  that  aclcnowledgmeut.  I 
take  it  for  gtvated,  ttiat  he  is  not  so  Tost  to  his 
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duty — why,  then,  should  theae  view*  be  pre- 
sented to  the  assembly  at  Panama  t  If  1  un- 
dontand  the  object,  it  la  to  exeu*e  the  United 
States  for  their  iliibcrality  in  declining  to  accede 
to  thearran^ment,  which  will  certainly  be  pro- 
pofied  on  different  prindples.  I  trust,  sir,  we 
shall  not  be  thus  degraded.  I  shonid,  I  con- 
fess see  with  dread,  the  ptdnful  task  of  thus  de- 
fending the  United  States,  imposed  upon  the 
President  of  an  Abolition  Society.  As  the  Exec- 
utive does  not  propose  to  form  an  agreement 
all  discussion  ia  useless ;  whatever  may  be  hia 
intentions,  no  treaty  can  be  ratified  which  pro- 
poses to  change  the  "  basts  of  onr  relations  with 
Hoyti,  or  any  other  part  of  our  hemisphere, 
which  may  hereafter  be  in  like  oironmstanoes.'' 
With  the  movements  of  the  neigliboring  nations 
towards  Hayti,  we  have  no  concern.  Let  them 
act  Sontbem  feeling,  pr^ndice,  if  gentlemen 
prefto  the  term,  should  prevent  onr  Eieontivs 
from  naming  this  topic  in  any  oasembly  of  na- 

.    The  great  object  of  the  Mission  to  Panama  i< 

fet  to  be  considered ;  the  destiny  of  Cnba  and 
orto  Koo  is  also  to  be  fixed  at  the  Isthmus 
Whatever  may  be  onr  wishes,  no  one  proposes 
we  shall  negotiate  treaties  with  the  American 
Stetes  relative  to  these  islands.  Remonstrance, 
advice,  nay,  a  treaty  cannot  benecessair.  For 
the  defence  of  ray  amendment,  the  admission 
made  by  gentlemen  would  be  anfficient,  bnt 
thia  branch  of  the  discussion  is  too  inter- 
esting to  be  lightly  touched.  I  would,  then, 
Inquire  npon  what  principle  it  is  that  the  names 
of  Ouba  and  Porto  Rioo  are  Joined  together, 
by  the  Administration,  and  by  the  advocates  of 
this  mission!  The  fate  of  Porto  Bioo,  lying 
beyond  Hayti,  more  than  a  thousand  miles  from 
the  Oape  of  Florida,  Is  bnt  little  more  interest* 
lug  to  ns  than  that  of  any  of  the  leeward  isl- 
ands. It  cannot,  into  whatever  hands  it  maj 
pass,  be  a  aonrce  of  Herionsdangertothe  United 
States ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  seems  to  be  conridered 
in  the  same  light  as  Oubo,  lying  in  front  of  our 
territory,  within  a  day's  sail  of  onr  moat  ex- 
posed frontier,  and  in.  the  centre  of  the  Onlf 
of  Mexico.  The  law  of  self-preservation  oom- 
pels  us  to  watah  with  anxiety  over  the  destiny 
of  Onba ;  with  that  of  Porto  Rico  we  have  no 

rter  interests  tiiat  we  have  in  the  destiny  of 
West  India  island»— not,  in  fact,  as  deep 
an  interest  as  we  have  in  the  fate  of  Jamaica. 
Confining  my  remarks  to  Cuba,  I  ask  gentle- 
men upon  what  ground  it  is  that  they  expect 
wa  shall  assist  in  the  discussion  of  tiie  qnes- 
tion  of  Ouba  at  Panama  t  It  is  strictiy  a  bel- 
ligerent qaestion.  Oar  Ministers  will  be  told, 
"  by  the  terms  of  the  invitation  to  your  Gov- 
ernment, and  its  acceptance,  this  is  a  matter  on 
which  yon  cannot  be  heard."  If  deference  to 
onr  Government  should  induce  the  assembly 
to  waive  tliis  exception,  what  can  yonr  Minis- 
ters say  f  If  you  take  Cuba  ftran  Spain,  yon 
endanger  the  Southern  States.  What  will  be 
the  answer, !  Cuba,  tn  the  bonds  of  Spain,  is, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  source  of  infinite  evil  ta 
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Tu;  her  poiMi^u  of  it  la  inoompBtible  with 
onr  seonrilj  tod  indepeDdenco.  Will  your 
VmUten  be  instnicted  to  tell  them,  yoa  ahall 
not  touch  Onba  t  Will  the  law  of  Belf-preaer- 
Tktion  jnstiiy  this  intervention  between  the 
belllgeroDtB,  authorize  db  to  demand  a  restric- 
tion of  the  rights  of  lawfiil  war  t  Oar  danger 
from  this  source  is  remote,  nnheppil;  bnt  too 
probable,  yet  still  contingent.    The  danger  of 


BOter  of  our  QoTemment,  that,  on  this  suti}ect, 
we  abonld  make  no  pretensions  which  are  not 
stricU;  Just  in  themselves,  and  which  we  are 
not  prepared,  at  every  haeard,  to  Boston.  The 
contest  with  Spain  never  will  be  bronght  to  an 
end,  if  Onba  is  not  wrested  from  her  by  the 
Spanish  Americans.  It  afTords  revenue  to  her 
exhaasted  Treasury,  reflige  to  her  beaten 
troops,  refreshment  and  security  to  her  wea- 
ried mariners.  It  ia  the  Jungle  in  which  the 
Sojal  Tiger  hides  himselj^  that  be  may  spring, 
unawares,  npon  his  nnsaspeoting  prey.  The 
people  of  the  island  are  under  a  grinding  des- 
potism, from  whioh  they  long  since  woidahave 
■ODgbt  to  free  themselves,  but  from  the  pecnll- 
ority  of  their  situation.  They  dare  not  strike 
for  freedom,  without  promises  of  assistance  and 
prot«otiOQ,  whioh  no  neutral  nation  can  give, 
without  a  violation  of  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  national  morality.  Shall  we  say,  then,  to 
the  Governments  of  Spanish  America,  who 
have  the  right  to  drive  the  tiger  from  his  hid- 
ing place,  sod  free  their  brethren  from  tyranny 
and  oppresion,  Wince  not;  suSer  patiently  the 
present,  endure  with  fortitude  the  fbtnre  dan- 
ger ;  give  not  freedom  to  your  fellows ;  it  is 
mcompatible  with  onr  interests,  and  may  en- 
danger oar  tranquillity  t  I  envy  no  man's  fate, 
who  bears  instructions  to  hold  such  laneuage 
on  Continent  or  Isthmus.  I  shaU  feel  &^j 
hnmiliat«d,  as  an  American,  if  snch  instmctions 
are  ever  given  by  a  Prewdent  of  the  United 
States.  Tbedestiny  of  Oubaisoneof  themost 
difficult  political  problems  of  the  present  time. 
I  wish  it  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  or 
some  power  strong  enough  to  preserve  its 
internal  tranquillity,  and  yet  too  feeble  to  be 
dangerons  to  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. This  desire  is,  I  tmst,  eicnsable ;  but  en 
active  effort  to  seonre  to  Spain  her  dominions, 
would  be  orifflinaL  While  we  proclaim  onrselTeB 
the  friends  of  Spanish  American  liberty,  we  can- 
not, without  the  basest  selfishnesa,  seek  to  con- 
demn Cuba  to  eternal  slavery.  The  organic  laws 
of  Colombia  and  Kexico  render  it  impossible  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  sbonld  willingly  unite 
their  destiny  to  either  Government;  yet  the 
right  of  these  two  Governments  to  conquer  the 
island  cannot  be  disputed — the  means  of  effect- 
ing the  oonqneet  are  insurrection  and  massacre 
— without  a  resort  to  these,  the  efforts  of  Ute 
combined  Governments  will  probably  be  insnf- 
fiinont. 

What  shall  we  do,  sir  t    Onr  duty  to  tiiem 
and  to  onrBelTSB  points  to  our  oonrM.    Give 
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them  pldnly  to  understand  that  we  will  not 
suffer  the  soenes  of  Bt.  Domingo  to  be  acted  in 
Onba.  That,  white  we  do  not  interfere  in  any 
manner,  to  control  the  exercise  of  the  rights  il 
war,  we  should  act  effectively  on  the  law  of 
seif-preservatiou,  tho  moment  their  movements 
in  Cuba  should  make  it  oecessary.  To  meet 
this  contingency,  immediate  preparation  should 
1:>e  made.  Honorable  gentlemen  of  this  House 
think,  however,  that  all  that  is  proper  has  been 
done,  or  will  be  done,  at  Panama.  Will  these 
gentlemen  reSeet  for  a  few  moments  on  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  we 
are  to  present  ourselves  at  this  assembly  of  na- 
tions f  We,  the  freest  nation  on  the  globe^ 
professing  to  be  at  the  head,  at  least,  of  the 
American  States,  go  to  Panama  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Holy  Alliance — we  go  with  onr 
great  and  magnanimons  friend,  the  Emjreror  of 
Russia,  to  support  us,  whose  intervention  has 
been  invoked  by  onr  £iecntive  in  the  name  of 
benevolence,  and  to  mdntajn  legitimacy.  Her»- 
tofore,  daring  every  ohangeof  the  varying  con- 
test, we  have  refrwned  from  interfering  our- 
selves, and  proteeted  ag^st  the  interference 
of  other  powera,  eapecially  the  Holy  Allianoe ; 
bat  now,  sir,  when  the  dominion  of  Spain  ia 
lost  on  the  continent,  she  hereelf,  almost  at  th« 
feet  of  her  former  colonies — now,  we  interfere 
to  preserve  her ;  we  invoke  the  head  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  to  use  his  influence  with  one  of 
tho  Leagne,  holding  oat  to  her  hopes  the  fair 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  promising 
the  preserralion  to  her  of  theeo  last  relics  rf 
her  American  despotisuL  How  oould  the  Em- 
peror resist  our  seducing  call  t  He  promisee  to 
consult  his  Allies;  but  mark,  Itr.  Chairman, 
the  condition  of  this  promise.  Until  Spain'a 
ulterior  views  are  positively  •acertoined,  with 
regard  to  her  American  possessions,  and  her 
decision  npon  the  proposition  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  opinion  of  her  Allies,  on  the 
same  aubject,  are  also  known,  Russia  cannot 
pive  a  definite  answer.  In  the  meanwhile,  she 
IS  pleased  to  hope  the  United  States  will  use 
their  influence  in  defeating,  as  far  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  every  enterprise  agaioet 
these  islands,  Ac,  &c.  Our  influence  is  ex- 
peoted  to  be  used,  yon  see,  Ur.  Ch^rman,  to 
defeat  every  enterprise  against  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  and  we  go  to  Panama,  as  I  solemnly  be> 
lieve,  to  avoid  the  responsibility  thus  most 
wantonly  and  idly  incurred.  It  will  not  es- 
cape the  most  caanal  observer,  that  we  have 
given  to  Spain  a  powerful  motive  for  adhering 
to  her  usual  policy  of  delay.  Until  she  decides 
on  the  question  presented  by  the  United  States, 
OUT  influence  and  that  of  the  whole  alliance  of 
the  Holy  Powers  is  to  be  exerted  to  prevent 
any  change  in  the  present  condition  oT  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rioo.  How,  sir,  are  we  to  escape 
the  toils  into  which  the  Executive  has  contrived 
to  wind  himself  t  It  is  apparent  that  he  feda 
the  net  aroond  h™,  and  hence  arisee  the  differ- 
ence in  the  langoage  of  the  flrat  letter  to  Ur. 
Uiddleton,  invoking  the  Imperial  b6nev<dano» 
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ind  of  the  uuwer  to  Mr.  ICddleton's  tetter, 
aonoimdiig  that  tbe  Emperor  was  disposed  to 
show  his  benevoleoce,  and  to  maintain  le^ti- 
raaaj.  The  honorable  ^ntleman  from  Mossa- 
chnsets  (Ur.  Webbteb)  mistakes  entirelj,  when 
he  BQppoees  that  the  coatradictoiy  language  of 
our  Secretary  of  State,  ia  fonnd  in  hU  letters 
to  Rtusia  and  the  South  American  Govem- 
menta.  So  &r  as  we  are  informed,  there  baa 
been  no  commonicatioa  to  our  sister  Bepablios 
OD  the  important  qneetion  of  Cnba,  except  the 
aaniuMiiation  of  onr  friendly  efforts  with  the 
Bdy  Allianoe,  and  the  Buggeation  that  (he  ans- 
pension  of  all  alempta  on  the  islands  of  Oaba 
and  POrto  Rico,  "  wonld  have  a  salntary  infln- 
«ice  on  the  great  work  of  peace ;"  "  a  snspen- 
rion  dne  to  the  enlightened  intentions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  upon  whom  it  conld  not 
fail  to  have  the  happiest  effect" 

If  the  glaring  inconsiatencj  of  onr  condnct 
does  not  bring  reproaches  npon  onr  Uinisters, 
what  answer  will  thej  make  if,  in  the  discns- 
rion  of  this  snl^ject,  some  wily  Colombian  or 
Mexican  quotes  these  words  from  the  letter  of 
onr  Secretary  of  State  1  "  The  President  can- 
not see  any  jnstiflable  ground  on  which  we  (the 
United  Slates)  can  forcibly  interfere.  Upon 
the  hypothesis  of  an  unnecessary  protraction  of 
the  war,  impntable  to  Spain,  it  is  dear  that 
CnhawillbeWonly  point  if  opput,  in  this  hem- 
isphere. How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  snp- 
poeitioUj  against  the  party  clearly  having  right 
on  his  Bide,  in  order  to  reatr^n  or  defeat  a  law- 
fol  operation  of  warl"  Our  JiTmisters  might 
have  urged  the  dangers  of  insurrection  and  dea- 
olaton,  had  not  onr  most  adroit  statesman  con- 
trived to  deprive  them  of  this  resource.  Hear, 
rir,  what  baa  been  umoanced  to  the  world, 
that  with  which  dot  neighbors  will  not  fail  to 
close  the  months  of  our  Mioisters:  "If  the  war 
u;uDst  these  islands  ahoold  be  conducted  by 
these  Repnblies  in  adesolating  manner — t^ con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  they  should  pnt  arms 
into  the  hands  of  one  raoe  of  inhabitants  to  de- 
stroy the  lirea  of  the  Other — if,  in  short,  they 
■hould  conntenonoe  and  encourage  excesses  and 
examples,  the  contagion  of  whioh,  irom  our 
neighborhood,  would  be  dangerous  to  onr  quiet 
■nd  safety — the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  feel  [yes,  sir,  might  feel,  ore  the 
words ;  it  seems  to  be  doubted  even  in  that 
ease]  itself  called  upon  to  interpose  its  power. 
Bat  it  is  not  apprehended  that  any  of  these 
eontingeneiea  will  arise ;  and,  consequently,  it 
is  most  probable  that  the  United  States,  shonld 
the  war  continue,  wiU  remain  hereafter,  as 
tbey  have  been  heretofore,  nentral  observers  of 
the  progress  of  its  events."  If  none  of  these 
oontingenciee  are  apprehended,  wliat  hnsiness 
have  we  to  discuss  the  question !  Whether 
tbey  are  or  not,  this  offloiol  declaration  of  the 
Becretary  of  State,  is  a  conclusive  answer  to 
any  remonstrance  we  can  make,  and,  if  accom- 
panied by  the  aaenrance  that  the  intention  of 
the  Sunth  Americans  is  to  make  Cuba  an  inde- 
pendent State,  wUl  leave  ni  without  a  decent 
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pretext  to  press  the  sabject.  The  Administra- 
tion seems  to  think  Ouba  is  incapable  of  main- 
taining its  independence.  Why?  It  is  near- 
ly as  large  as  England,  and  capable  of  sustain- 
ing as  dense  a  populatJou.  If  now  too  feeble 
to  sustain  its  independence,  by  its  own  efforts, 
it  may  be  aided  by  those  powers  who  are  so 
deelpy  interested  in  its  fate ;  nnder  a  free  Qov- 
emment,  it  will  soon  acquire  cftnpetent strength, 

Buppoee,  Ur.  Chairman,  the  assembly  at 
Ponaina,  in  their  anxious  desire  to  gratify  db, 
and  to  produce  the  "happiest  effect  upon  onr 
great  ally,  the  Emperor  of  Ruswa,"  and,  with  a 
proper  regard  to  "  his  enlightened  intentions," 
should  address  themselves  m  terms  like  these 
to  the  United  States :  We  will  suspend  all  at- 
tempts on  Ouba  and  Porto  Bioo,  on  the  a<Hidi< 
tion  that  you  prevent  Spain  from  makingnsa 
of  either  of  them  to  our  annoyance.  Thii 
propo^tJon  is  Mr  and  reasonable:  What  an- 
swer con  we  give  t  There  is  but  one.  We 
cannot  justly  do  so ;  nor  con  we  justly,  except 
in  the  manner  I  have  indicated,  interfere  with 
their  enterprises  agunst  Cnba.  Porto  Bioo  la 
too  distant  so  far  to  affect,  as  to  aethorize  us  to 
act  under  the  law  of  necessary  self-preservation. 

The  Executive  must  look  at  this  assembly  sa 
the  organ  of  a  great  oonfederatioiL  The  Isth-  . 
mas  of  Panama  is  intended  to  be  the  resting 
place  of  the  lever,  the  Congress  of  Plenipoten- 
tJorica,  by  which  some  American  Archimedea 
is  to  move  the  great  political  power  of  this 
continent  at  his  pleasure.  To  the  ambititfua 
statesman,  burning  to  illustrate  his  name,  t^ 
acquire  for  himself  a  brilliant  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  convulsions  of  the  world, 
the  temptation  to  force  or  seduce  the  United 
States  into  this  "  great  American  Confedera- 
tion," whose  "  magnitude  appals  "  ordinary  pol- 
iticians of  contracted  views,  is  Indeed  formida- 
ble. But,  sir,  it  most  be  resisted.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  acquire 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  formidable 
po^er — ^no  motive  to  look  on  Bpaniah  Ameri* 
cans  in  any  other  light  than  the  rest  of  the 
world,  as  "  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends." 
It  is  this  view  of  the  subject  that  shows  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  an  expression  of 
our  opinions.  This  is  an  epoch  in  our  inter- 
course with  our  American  fnends.  The  Presi- 
dent says  we  must  have  political  conneo- 
tions  with  them,  which  are  not  necessary  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Our  committee  echoea 
the  opinion.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kossachusetta,  (Ur.  Wbbstb%)  speaking  with 
the  same  views,  warns  us  of*^  the  necessity  of 
elevating  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  io 
which  we  live.  This  language  is  not  new  in 
the  halls  of  Congress,  but  it  now  comes  from 
a  new  and  unexpected  quarter,  The  answer 
which  was  formerly  deemed  conclusive,  can 
be  now  repeated :  there  is  no  necessity  for  an 
intimate  political  oonnection  with  our  neighbors. 
We  have  nothing  to  effect  which  we  cannot  ac- 
complish by  our  own  means.  As  to  this  great 
confederation,  there  are  two  dednve  reasons  fbr 
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avoiding  any  oonnection  vith  it:  we  cannot 
hope,  slotie,  to  direct  an  asscmblj  compwed  of 
Dttmeroos  Catholic  Spanish  American  StateB^ 
having  ootnmon  interests,  langni^  feelings,  and 
prejndices.  KfiQccessfal  in  acqniring  a  complete 
ascendency,  of  wielding  at  will  the  whole  moral 
and  phjaical  power  of  the  North  and  South 
'  Amencons,  what  advantage  have  we  to  gaia  hj 
it  t  First  in  the^rder  of  tune,  our  Bepablic  ia 
now,  and  ever  must  be,  first  in  power  and  in- 
telligence ;  while  futbfU  to  the  principles  of 
the  Bolemnlf  adopted  conetittttion,  thepeople 
will  be  prosperouo,  free,  and  happ;.  Will  the 
brUliant  sitnatioa  of  the  head  of  the  American 
Confederacy'  add  to  the  stability  of  onr  consti- 
tution, to  the  proeperity,  freedom,  or  happineas 
of  the  people  !  To  neither.  Onr  splendor  will 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  other  nationa — onr  power 
moT  shake  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe.  We  shall 
eichoDge  solid  popnlor  comfort  and  domestici 
hq)piness,  for  empty  national  splendor.  We 
shall  have  brilliant  wars,  in  which  onr  gallant 
■ailors  and  enterprising  soldiers  may  gain  death- 
leas  renown,  and  brilliant  alliances  to  immor- 
talise onr  adroit  diplomatists;  but  eve^  con- 
test will  increase  tne  hardens  necessarily  im- 
posed npon  the  people,  until  we  shall  look  as 
English  statesmen  will  soon  be  compelled  to 
look,  to  national  bankruptcy,  as  the  only  rehge 
from  the  effects  of  popular  despair.  To  the 
fatal  consequences  of  looking  t>eyond  onr  own 
resoorces,  of  miiing  onr  destiny  with  that  of 
other  nations,  the  Farewell  Address  of  the 
mbst  illostrions  man,  not  of  our  own  conntiy, 
bnt  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  directs  onr 
attention.  He  spealfs  to  his  countrymen  in  the 
language  of  affection  more  than  parental,  of 
wisdom  almost  prophetic,  to  warn  tliem  a^tunst 
the  danger  of  foreign  alliances.  To  me,  sir,  the 
lust  excosable  part  of  the  management  of  this 
Panama  question  is,  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  to  f^ve  a  &]se  coloring  to  these  last 
counsels  of  Washington.  We  have  been  told, 
Bubstontially,  that  he  spoke  only  of  European 
foreign  alliances;  that  if  he  now  existed,  he 
would  not  be  averse,  as  his  language  fidrly  in- 
dicates, to  those  political  connections  which 
the  President  thinks  we  must  have  with  Span- 
ish America.  The  gentleman  from  Vasaachu- 
aetts  (Mr.  Webstsb)  thinks  the  argument  on 
the  Farewell  Address  is  not  conclusive,  bnt 
&ir.  Is  that  a  fair  argument  which  seizes 
npon  one  of  the  reasons  by  which  a  policy  is 
recommended,  and  snbstttntes  for  the  policy 
clearly  eiplomed  and  supported  by  general 
reasoning,  a  policy  founded  on  the  selected 
single  reasoning!  Avoid,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, all  foreign  political  connecUons,  in  extend- 
ing our  commercial  relations.  Snch  is  the 
advice  given.  Enrope,  in  which  stood  the 
Governments  of  the  great  commercial  powers, 
is  detached  and  distant  from  ns ;  we  can  easily 
avoid  political  coimcctions.  The  period  will 
soon  arrive  when  our  own  strength  will  be  so 
iar  increased,  that  no  temptations  to  such  con- 
nections will  exist. 


TuwDiT,  April  18. 
Mimon   to   Paiuima. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belations,  approving  the  Uission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  & 
qualification  to  the  general  expression  of  ap- 
probation  thereof— 

Ur.  Thombok,  of  Fennsylvaiiia,  addreaaed 
the  committee  as  follows  : 

Ur.  Chairman :  The  aubject  now  under  con- 
sideration presents  for  our  decision  important 
qnestioDS  of  constitutional  law,  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  House,  and  how  far  it  may  con- 
stitntionally  interfere  in  the  foreign  diplomatio 
affairs  of  the  country.  When  tlie  Mouse  ii 
colled   npon   to   act  upon   hills   appropriating 

ley  to  enable  the  Executive  to  sena  Uinis- 

abroad,  it  must  act  freely,  as  it  does  in  all 
other  cases,  and  decide  as  its  duty  to  the  coun- 
try may  require.  It  has  certainty  the  power 
to  r^ect  snch  bills,  as  it  has  to  rqect  other 
bills,  if  it  l>e  satisfied  that  the  peace,  the  hap- 
piness, and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  re- 
qnire  it  to  adopt  sucli  a  courae.  This,  it  mnst 
be  admitted,  gives  to  the  House  the  power  to 
restrain  the  interconrse  of  the  country  wiih 
foreign  nations.  This  is  a  great  power,  and 
ou^bt  not  to  be  exercised  npless  in  (ioses  where 
it  IS  made  clearly  and  satisfactorily  to  appear 
that  the  Executive  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  whom,  by  the  constitntion,  the  man- 
agement of  foreign  affairs  is  committed,  intend 
to  enter  into  arrangements  with  foreign  powers 
which  will  tend  to  involve  us  in  war,  to  fetter 
ns  with  improper  alliances,  or  otherwise  com- 
promit  the  high  interests  or  dignity  of  the 
nation.  Bnt  tliis  power  to  restrain  the  foreign 
diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  conntry,  by  no 
means  implies  the  power  of  managing  that  in- 
tercourse. It  does  not  follow,  from  tlie  posses- 
sion of  it,  that  we  can  constitutionally  issue  in- 
structions to  foreign  Uinistera,  or  order  the 
President  of  the  United  States  bow  he  shall 
instruct  tbem. 

From  what  fbnntun  in  the  constitution  do 
gentlemen  propose  to  draw  this  power  of  in- 
struction, and  confer  it  on  this  Bouse  I  Is  it 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  tlie  money 
necessary  to  enable  the  President  to  send  Uin- 
isters  abroad — upon  the  principle,  that  the 
power  to  appropriate  die  money,  implies  in 
Itself  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  when  it  is  ap- 
propriated, and  direct  for  what  objects  and  id 
what  manner  it  shall  be  applied)  Is  it  to  Im 
liud  down  and  eetahlished  as  a  principle  ot 
constitutional  law,  tliat,  because  this  House 
most  join  in  passing  the  bills  appropriating 
money  to  support  onr  foreign  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence, it  may  take  that  correspondence 
into  its  own  hands,  and  give  inatnictiona  to 
our  Uinisters  abroad !  Do  gentlemen  consider 
the  consequences  which  must  flow  from  each 
a  principle  t  It  would  terminate  in  concentrat- 
ing in  tliis  House  the  whole  of  the  powers  d 
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flie  GoTernment :  in  conferring  npon  it  a  dic- 
ttttorial  aathoritf  to  dispose  of  all  the  aSun  of 
the  nation — oivU,  political,  and  military.  Es- 
tablish it,  and  the  appropriation  for  the  snpport 
of  the  army  cannot  be  passed  nntil  a  resolation 
of  the  House  is  adopted,  appointing  the  officers, 
designating  their  command,  and  specifTing  the 
•errice  in  which  each  diTisios  shall  be  engaged. 
The  navj'  appropriations  must  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Honse  under  the  same  coDditions. 
A  resolntion  must  pass  appointing  Oapttun 
Stewart  to  oonunaBd  in  the  Paofit  Porter  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  Kodgere  in  the  Qulf  of 
Ifeiioo ;  and  prescribing  to  each  the  instrao- 
tioos  nnder  whioh  he  is  to  act  Thna,  this 
House  woold  be  vested  with  the  entire  and 
eiclosive  eonunand  of  both  the  armj  and  navy. 
A  doctrine  whioh  leads  to.snoh  conseqnenoes 
cannot  be  tme.  Bat  it  has  not  the  semblanoe 
of  foundation  in  tlie  constitnton.  The  Honse 
klone  has  not  the  power  to  make  anj  appro- 
priation. The  Senate  and  the  President  must 
also  jield  their  assent.  So  that,  if  the  argn- 
ment  proved  any  thing,  it  would  prove,  cot 
that  thb  power  of  instmction  may  be  exercised 
br  the  Honse  alone,  bnt  eqnalt;  and  Jointly  by 
u  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  been  argned,  that  bMause  Congress 
has  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  wars  may 
be  occasioned  by  the  manner  in  which  onr  for- 
eign relations  are  managed,  therefore,  this 
Honse  has  the  power  of  giving  instrootions  to 
the  President  and  his  Ministers,  in  what  man- 
ner thMO  tbreign  relations  shall  be  condncted 
— what  shall  not  be  negotiated,  what  shall,  and 
in  what  manner.  This  argoment  is  liable  to 
the  same  objection  with  the  last.    It  proceeds 


Eiwer  Is  vested  by  the  oongtitntdon,  not  in  this 
onse,  but  in  Ooogress ;  not  in  one,  bnt  in  all 
the  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

That  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Delaware,  cont^ns  instmo- 
tions  to  the  President  in  what  mtmner  he  sh^ 
condnct  the  negotiations  at  Panama,  is,  I  think, 
obTiona.  The  following  is  the  resolntion  re' 
ported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs : 

'■  Xaoleed,  That  in  the  ofdnlon  of  tlie  House,  it  Is 
expedient  to  appropriate  the  funds  iiecessarj  to 
enable  the  FreiideDt  of  the  United  States  to  send 
Kmsters  to  tbe  Gongresa  at  Panama." 

This  resolntion  contwns  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  the  principle  contuned  in  the  bill,  ap- 
propriating tne  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  Ministers  and  expenses  of  the  mission.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  affix  it  as  a  condition 
to  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  that  our  Uin- 
btera  at  Panama  shall  not  be  allowed  to  dis- 
onas  certain  matters,  nor  be  allowed  to  enter 
into  certain  stipnlationa:  Now,  the  question 
ia  not,  whether  the  restrictions  proposed  by 
these  amendments  to  be  laid  on  Uie  Ministers 
at  Panama,  in  the  exercise  of  their  diplomatic 
office,  ore  politio  and  wise;  whether  they  ore 
the  proper  reatrictiona  and  limitations  whioh 
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onght  to  be  contained  in  their  instruotiooa; — 
but  whetiier  it  be  the  proper  constitutional 
province  of  the  House  to  interfere  at  oil,  either 
to  restr^  or  to  enlac^  their  powers.  I  can 
look  on  this  amendment  in  no  other  light,  in 
this  respect,  than  if  it  was  offered  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill  appropriating  the  money  to  defray 
the  expense  of  this  mission.  If  it  were  made 
a  proviso  to  that  bill,  would  it  not  obviously 
act  as  a  limitation  set  by  this  House  upon  the 
treaty-making  power,  vest«d  by  tbe  constitu- 
tion in  the  President  and  Benatet    Would  not 


The  right  to  command  and  the  obligation 
to  obey  ore  correlative.  If  this  Honse,  there- 
fore, has  the  right,  by  resolution,  to  command 
the  Execntive  to  give  certMn  speciflo  instruc- 
tions to  the  IGnisters  at  Panama,  he  is  bound 
to  obey,  ff  he  Is  bound  to  obey  the  resolntioa 
of  this  House,  there  is  the  same,  if  not  greater 
reason,  he  should  be  under  equal  obligations 
of  ob^ienoe  to  the  Senate.  Ii  he  is  so,  then 
this  resolation  onght  to  be  a  Joint  one,  or  he 
may  have  opposite  commands  from  these  two 
bodies,  on  the  same  subject,  each  of  wluch  he 
is  ©(jually  bound  to  obey — which  is  absurd. 

Either  the  amendment,  if  we  adopt  it,  is  in- 
tended to  have  some  effect,  or  it  is  to  have 
none.  If  it  is  to  be  entirely  without  efficacy, 
the  Honse  would,  I  presume,  for  that  reason 
alone,  refuse  to  pass  it.  If  it  is  to  have  some 
eSect,  upon  whom  is  that  effect  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  what  is  it  to  be  t  It  is  to  be  pro- 
duced on  the  Ejecntive,  and  Is  to  compel  him 
to  give  certain  specifio  instructions  to  the  Min- 
isters at  Panama.  It  is  proved  by  the  reason- 
ing I  have  Just  used,  and  indeed  is  admitted, 
that  this  Honse  cannot  do  this  by  a  direct  com- 
mand. Eos  it  the  power,  then,  to  do  that  in- 
directly, by  attaching  conditions  to  the  appro- 
priation of  money,  which  it  has  no  oonstita- 
tional  authority  to  do  directly  t 

If  the  House  has  the  authority,  nnder  the 
constitution,  to  prescribe  to  the  Executive, 
either  direc^y  or  indirectiy,  the  instructions 
he  is  to  give  to  foreign  Ministers,  it  must  have 
some  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  man- 
dates on  this  head.  This  power  must  extend, 
not  only  to  the  President,  bnt  to  the  Senate: 
Can  it  send  its  officers,  and  arrest  and  bring 
the  President  before  it,  to  answer  for  having 
given  other  and  different  inetmctions  from 
those  it  has  dictated !  Can  it  arrugn  the 
Senate  for  confirming  a  treaty  made  in  dis- 
obedience of  its  instructions  1  Can  it  institute 
an  impeachment  of  the  President  before  the 
Senate,  for  a  disregard  of  its  authority  on  this 
point?  I  think  no  man  acquiunted  with  the 
constitution  of  this  Government  will  venture 
to  answer  either  of  these  questions  in  the 
affirmative. 

It  !s  tme  that  the  Honse  has  the  power  of 
expressing  its  opinions  on  abstract  propositions 
relating  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Govem- 
ment    To  express  Uieee  opinions,  it  is  not 


ABRIDGUENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  B.]  MituM  1 

neceiBarj  it  abonld  have  vaj  other  than  a  gen- 
eral kaoivledge  of  oordiplomiLtio  affairs.  It  COD 
well  say,  that  the  policy  of  the  country  towards 
for«Kn  nations,  onght  to  be  pacific ;  and  when 
war  IS  going  on  between  any  of  them,  that  it 
ongbt  to  be  neutral ;  that  its  policy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  to  extend  onr  oonuneroe  with 
all  nations,  and  have  entangling  alliances  with 
none.  To  be  able  to  say  this,  with  a  proper 
understanding  ot  what  it  does  say,  it  has  no 
need  to  open  the  bureau  of  State,  and  esamiiie 
the  foreign  diploiyatio  correspondence  of  the 
nation.  Bat  when  it  cornea,  in  relation  to  any 
particnlar  mission,  not  to  pronounce  general 
propositions,  but  to  desoena  to  particDlars,  to 
Bftj  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  negotiated ; 
what  stipulations  shall  or  shall  not  be  entered 
into ;  and  what  instmctions  our  Uinisters  shall 
have ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  not  only 
the  correepondence  of  oar  Hiniatcrs  in  relation 
to  the  affurs  of  the  particular  mission  under 
oonslderatJon,  but  in  relation  to  all  other  for- 
eign affairs,  should  be  laid  before  it,  that  it  may 
know  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  relations 
of  the  world,  and  Judge  whether  the  instruc- 
tions, it  is  about  to  give  are  calculated  to  ad- 
vance that  ^lloy  which  it  thinks  the  countir 
ought  to  maintain.    The  inconvenience  of  bu<^ 


o  correspondence  with  us.  They  wonld 
be  aware  that  every  year  the  whole  matter 
must  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  published 
to  the  world.  The  propositions  now  under 
consideration  are  not  abstract  general  propor- 
tions ;  they  descend  to  particnlara,  and  are 
connected  with  this  mission,  and  made  part  of 
it.  They  preaoribe  what  ik  and  what  is  not 
to  be  done,  in  this  particular  case.  If  these 
can  be  called  abstract  general  propositions,  then 
tiie  words  abstract  and  general  have  lost  en- 
tird^  their  dgnifloation. 

The  constniction  for  which  I  oontettd,  is  the 
one  which  has  prevailed  ever  since  the  adop- 
ti<»i  of  the  constitution.  This  Honselias  never 
passed  any  resolution  expressing  opinions  in 
relation  to  our  foreign  affairs,  except  in  gen- 
eral terms.  It  may  nave  called  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  to  a  anbject,  but  it  has  never 
undertaken  to  prescribe  m  what  manner  ne- 
gotiations, touching  that  subject,  shonld  be 
oondncted.  It  has  never  expresed  opinions, 
the  evident  tendency  of  which  was  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  the  Executive,  in  his  negotis- 
tions  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  show  that 
It  bad  lost  confidence  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  body  wonld  exercise  its 
fiinctions,  asapart  of  the  treaty-mskingpower. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  says  thia  is 
not  a  ease  in  which  the  opinions  of  this  House, 
and  those  of  the  Executive,  can  come  in  col- 
UMon.  From  this  I  understand  him  to  mean, 
that  the  propositions  contuned  in  the  amend- 
ment are  nothing  more  than  the  principles 
which  the  Executive  has  intimated  to  us  he 
will  regard  in  conducting  the  negotiations  at 
Panama,     Why,    then,    does   the    honorable . 
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member  so  earnestly  ui^  the  adoption  of  t&» 
amendment !  If  the  Executive  ana  this  Hodbo 
are  "  of  accord  "  on  this  point,  why  indicate 
distrust  in  him  and  the  Senate,  by  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  which,  upon  these  principles,  can 
have  no  other  object  than  to  bind  Iiim  to  puiane 
a  course  he  has  sudhe  will  pursue,  and  to  warn 
the  Senate  that  it  mnst  not  ratify  any  thing 
not  negotiated  in  accordance  with  these  princi- 
ples !  Whatever  might  be  my  opinion  of  the 
gentlemen  holding  the  great  offioee  of  this  Gov* 
emmenL  entrusted  with  its  treaty-making 
power,  I  wonld  not  dishonor  my  country  by 
placing  her  public  fonctionaries  In  thia  atti- 
tude in  the  presence  of  foreign  nations. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware  urges, 
as  a  principal  reason  for  adopting  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  President  has  asked  the  nans« 
for  its  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  this  n 
and  that  we  are,  therefore,  bound  to  g 
our  sentiments  fiilly  on  the  subject.  Tne  gen- 
tiemon  means,  I  presume,  that  the  Tresident 
has  called  upon  us  for  onr  opinion  in  thia  eaaa, 
in  a  manner  different  tram  &»i,  naoally  prac- 
tised, by  merely  asking  an  appropriation.  Thia 
is  a  matter  of  fact,  and  how  does  it  stand  t 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  us,  the  anlf 
paper  among  the  documents  addressed  to  this 
House,  says — "  The  concurrence  of  the  Hoasa 
to  the  measure,  by  the  appropriation  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  is  alike  snbmitted  to 
its  free  determination,  and  indispensable  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  intention."  Again,  at  the 
close  of  the  Message,  he  says — "  I  submit  the 
propriety  of  an  appropriation  to  the  candid 
consideration  and  enlightened  patriotism  of  tbe 
Legislature."  By  thus  submitting  the  subject 
to  us,  I  do  not  see  any  expression  of  a  wish 
that  we  should  give  any  opinion,  except  tiiat 


has  been  had  to  the  Message  tc 
the  Senate,  a  paper  which,  at  the  time  it  was 
written,  was  not  expected  to  be  made  public^ 
nor  to  be  sent  to  the  House.  How  this  can  be 
construed  into  a  request  made  to  the  House 
for  ita  opinion,  when  it  was  not  sent  to  the 
House,  nor  to  be  seen  by  it,  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive. Bnt  the  President  has  no  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  require  or  demand  of  this  House 
its  .opinion  on  any  of  its  measures,  before  they 
are  carried  into  effect.  He  cannot  make  us  a 
part  of  his  cabinet  council,  or  demand  of  ns  onr 
advice  and  direction  in  any  other  manner  than 
is  authorized  by  the  constitution.  This  mis- 
sicm  is  an  Executive  measure.  It  is  pr<Jected 
by  the  Executive ;  it  must  be  conducted  by  tbe 
Executive ;  and  for  its  final  success,  the  Execu- 
tive mnst  be  responsible.  If  this  House  ^haQ 
assume  the  power  of  directing  and  controlling 
the  operations  of  tbe.Executive,by  giiing  hint 
its  opmion  and  advice  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
those  operations  are  to  be  conducted,  it  will  ter- 
minate in  mftking  the  President  the  irresponsible 
agent  of  this  House,  and  not  tbe  rosponuble 
representative  of  the  soTerrign  people  of  Um 


,.Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  07  G0NI}BE8S. 


AniL,  ISiS.]  JGmiam  to 

United  States.  If  he  u  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
tbMTgb  of  the  datiee  and  tmstB  oonunittod  to 
hii4  onder  the  shield  of  opioions  expressed^  and 
adTitw  given  b;  this  House,  it  will  be  vain  to 
Mj  that  he  ia  at  all  reBponaible.  If  the  Hooae 
givee  orders,  which  he  obejs,  and  theiebj 
eompromita  the  iut«rest  ot  the  naUoD,  oan  the 
Honse  impeach  him  for  Uio  miaoondnet  which 
thej  themselves  have  occasioned  t  While  I 
have  the  hoaor  to  hold  a  aeat  on  thb  floor,  I 
will  do  notbinff  wUlingly  which  will,  in  the 
leart,  diminish  the  req>onnbility  of  taj  branoh 
irftbe  Govemnieat. 

This  amendment  oont^ns  proposItionB,  to 
which,  as  abstract  prinoiples,  I  entirely  agree. 
That  the  policy  of  thb  ooontrjr  should  be  to 
Oxt«iid  our  commerce  with  (onign  nations, 
withont  forming  with  them  any  entaogliog 
aDiancee,  is  certainly  trae.  That  pnr  UinieterB 
nost  appear  at  Panama  in  a  diplomatic  cbarao- 
t/BTj  ia  also  tme.  They  can  appear  in  nc  other. 
It  n  not  my  wish  that  the  Government  shonid 
eater  into  any  alliance,  or  make  any  stipala- 
&tB,  with  the  Bonth  American  Bapnblica, 
which  may  bind  as  hereafter,  whether  we  are 
willing  or  not,  to  engsi^  in  their  wars  with 
foreign  nationa.  But  does  it  follow  that,  be- 
esnse  these  propositions  are  all  tme,  we  are 
Qierefore  solemnly  to  resolve  them  by  a  vote  of 
tbia  Bonse  ?  Has  any  one  denied  their  tmth  t 
Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  of  such  a  resoln- 
tion  1  Bat,  there  ia  one  part  of  this  amend- 
ment, for  wbioh  I  conld  not  vote,  if  the  oon- 
•titalional  difficulty  were  oven  removed.  It  is, 
that  oar  Hiniatera  are  not  to  be  permitted  to 
Aimenaa  certun  BDUecfa,  and,  among  others, 
"  any  meaanre  which  shall  commit  the  preaent 
or  fntnre  nentral  rights  or  dntiea  of  these  Unit- 
ed States."  I  cannot  vote  for  this,  not  because 
I  am  willing  that  oar  Ministers  ahonld  enter 
into  the  discnssion  of  any  measores  with  the 
view  of  violating  our  neutrality,  or  which 
mnat  have  directly  that  effect,  hut  beoanse  the 
proporition  ia  so  eztenrive  and  indefinite  that 
It  would  be  impossible  for  thnn  to  know  what 
•Dltjeote  they  might  disonaa.  Who  can  poaribly 
fbreMS  what  measure  may  commit  the  ftature 
nentral  rights  and  dnties  of  a  nation?  If  this 
pMSiw  aa  part  of  the  reaolntion,  what  snbjeota 
will  be  I^  for  discussion?  I  answer,  none. 
Thtax  is  no  subject  wbioh  can  be  made  the 
topio  ci  di[4omatio  diacnssion,  which  may  not, 
in  some  way  or  otiier,  give  oooaaion  to  some 
other  nation  to  take  o&noe,  either  Justly  or 
myosUy. 

Have  we  been  always  so  pnoctilions  In  rela- 
tion to  our  nentrality  1  No,  sir.  In  the  year 
1811,  when  Old  Bpkn  was  bUen — when  her 
political  and  military  constitntdon  and  strength 
were  wholly  overthrown,  we,  without  any  oer- 
emoay,  and  even  withont  the  formality  of  a 
disonanon,  for  the  protection  of  our  own  Just 
righta,  ordered  the  oocnpation  of  Florida,  a 
part  of  her  dominions,  wi'^jout  regard  to  the 
oaoger  of  violating  oar  neutrality.  Are  we 
t^mi  of  our  nea&nlity,  now  that  it  is  not  the 
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weakness  of  Old  Spun  with  which  we  may 
oome  in  eolliaion,  bat  the  nnit«d  powers  of 
South  Amerioo,  or  that  of  England,  or  of 
France?  Bir,  this  is  a  feeling  nliich  neither 
my  vote  nor  my  voice  shall  ever  connteoance. 
I  would  feet  myself  dishonored  if  I  thought 
my  native  country  conld  be  guilty  of  such 
meaauese,  as  to  treat  tbe  weakest  independent 
nation  on  earth  with  less  justice  or  ceremony, 
beoanse  it  was  weak,  than  ahe  wonid  tbe  £m- 

Sjror  of  BuBsia  or  the  monarchy  of  Great 
ritain.  How,  if  this  part  of  the  amendment 
passes,  are  we  to  partake  in  the  discussion  in 
relation  to  the  present  condition  and  fViture 
destiny  of  Cnba,  which  may,  nay,  which  must 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Congress 
at  Panama  t  We  cannot  attempt  to  dissuade 
the  Sooth  American  Republics  from  taking 
poBseesioa  of  it,  lest  we  shall  give  them  offence. 
aud  endanger  the  committing  of  onr  nentral 
rights  and  duties  with  them.  We  cannot  urge 
them,  if  they  should  resolve  to  carry  the  war 
into  that  island,  to  come  under  obligations 
that,  when  they  do  so,  they  will  not  conduct  it 
in  a  manner  wbioh  we  anopose  calculated  to 
ii^ure  us,  lest  Spain  should  allege  we  had  vio- 
lated OUT  neutral  duties  towards  her ;  and  we 
cannot  say  one  word  of  allowing  it  to  become 
independent,  with  its  domestic  tnmqnillity 
properly  gaarant«ed.  lest  we  should  get  into 
dimcolties  with  both  of  these  powers;  and, 
lastly,  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
taking  possession  of  it  ourselves,  if  onr  inter- 
est shoiud  demand  anch  a  step,  Iwt,  perchance, 
Spain,  England,  France^  aud  the  southern  Re- 
publics, should  take  offence,  and  onr  neutral 
relations  should  be  brought  into  hazard  with 
them  all.  The  political  relations  with  Cuba 
are,  at  this  moment,  profoundly  interesting  to 
this  nation,  and  L  for  one,  will  not  agree  that 
onr  Hinistera  shall  go  to  Uie  Oongreaa  at  Pan- 
ama withont  having  full  power  to  speak  on  this 
ButiJeet,  aa  our  interest  may  require,  in  the 
most  dedded  tone. 

The  honorable  member  fh)m  Delaware  says, 
forms  aro  nothing — it  is  the  anbstanoe  we  ar« 
to  regard.  It  is  true,  that  forms  of  words  are 
nothing ;  bat  the  constitutional  forms  of  this 
Government  are  every  thing.  They  are  the 
great  bulwarka  of  civil  liberty — the  partitioD 
walls  which  the  people  of  tbia  nation  bavo 
erected  between  the  several  departments  of  this 
Government,  to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
with  one  another,  and  the  whole  power  from 
running  into  one  mass,  and  then  becoming  ab- 
solute and  despotic.  Tbey  are  vital  to  the  pre- 
servation of  civil  liberty.  If  ibrms  are  noth- 
ing, why  may  we  not  issue  writs  of  error  from 
this  Hall  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  bring  their 
records  trefore  us,  and  reverse  or  affirm  their 
Jud^pients !  The  matter  or  substance  is,  to  do 
Justice  between  the  parties ;  and  cannot  we 
tmst  onrselves  to  do  that  when  the  cases  are 
before  usl  Upon  this  principle,  what  is  to 
prevent  xa  from  usurping  all  tbe  powera  of  the 
Government — civil,  military,  ezecntlva,  le^ala- 
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tive,  and  jndioi&lt  Why  taaj  we  not  appoint 
one  oonuDittee  to  take  charge  of  the  Exeeative 
Ainctions  of  the  Govetnmeiit ;  another  to 
sume  tha  Beats  of  the  Jndges  in  the  S 
Conrt;  and  a  third  to  dispose  of  that 
ble  bodj  which  occnpiee  a  splendid  hall  in  an- 
other part  of  this  bnilding  ?  Hie  tme  theory 
of  onr  Gorenunent  is,  that  its  several  fonction- 
ariee,  in  each  of  its  departmenta,  are  alike  the 
agents  of  the  people  to  discharge  the  daties  en- 
joined on  them  retpedavel;  b;  the  constitn' 
tion:  for  the  fUthAil  perfonnance  of  which 
they  are  all  responsihle  to  the  people,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  oonstitution ;  that  the 
fanotionaries  of  one  department,  who  attempt 
to  exercixe  the  powers  pecnliar  to  another,  are 
so  far  from  being  in  the  cunstitntional  dis- 
charge of  their  dutj,  that  the?  are  gnlltj  of  an 
open  violation  of  that  duty. 

Bnt,  Hr.  Chairman,  what  neceseit7  is  there 
for  adopting  the  amendment?  If  the  Pre«i' 
dent  is  resolved  to  plnnge  ns  in  war,  to  compro- 
mit  our  neutral  relatione  with  foreign  powers, 
or  to  disregard  that  pacific  policy  which  has 
heretofore  guided  the  councils  of  this  nation, 
there  may  be  some  oocosion,  if  the  House  had 
the  power,  to  restrain  his  authority,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment.  How  is  the  mat- 
ter of  fact?  Has  the  Executive  any  such  in- 
tent? In  his  Uessage  to  us,  the  President  has 
swd  so  much  to  show  that  he  has  no  de^gn  to 
enter  into  any  entangling  political  connection 
with  the  South  Amencan  States,  or  to  coropro- 
mit  the  neutral  relations  of  the  country,  that 
it  wonld  be  improper  for  me  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee to  quota  it.  In  bis  Message  to  the  Sen- 
ate, he  saya :  "  It  will  be  seen  tl^  the  Cnited 
States  neither  int«nd  nor  are  expected  to  take 
part  in  any  deliberations  of  a  belligerent  char- 
actor;  that  the  motive  of  their  attendance  is 
neither  to  contract  alliancea  nor  engage  in  any 
midertaking  or  project  importing  hostility  to 
any  other  nation."  The  Secretary  of  State,  in 
his  report  to  the  President,  speaking  of  the 
conference  he  had  held  last  Spring  with  the 
Ministers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  Congress,  says :  "  It  was 
also  stated  by  each  of  Uiese  Ministers,  that  his 
Government  did  not  expect  that  the  United 
States  would  change  their  present  neutral  poli- 
cy, nor  was  it  desired  that  they  should  take 
piut  in  such  of  the  deliberations  of  the  pro- 
posed Congress  as  might  relate  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  existing  war  with  Spain."  In  his 
answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Obregon,  the  Min- 
ister from  Mexico,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
apeaking  of  the  Ministers  to  be  sent  to  this 
Congress,  says :  "  While  they  will  not  be  an- 
tliorized  to  enter  upon  any  deliberations,  or  to 
concur  with  any  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
present  neutral  position  of  the  United  States, 
and  ita  obligations,  they  will  be  taSy  empow- 
ered apon  oil  questions  likely  to  arise  in  the 
Congress,  on  sut^ects  to  which  the  nations  of 
America  have  a  oominoD  interest."    The  Co- 


lombian inniater,  in  hb  letter  to  the  8e«retarf 
of  State,  of  November  3, 1826,  spewing  of  tb6 
sahjeeta  to  be  eonadered  and  discos^ed  a^the 
Congress  at  Panama,  aays :  "  He  is,  however, 
authorized  by  his  Gtovenmient  to  asEore  the 
United  Stotee  that  these  points  have  no  tenden- 
cy to  violate  their  professed  principles  of  neu- 
trality." The  Minister  from  Mexico,  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  8d  of  November  last,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  speaking  of  the  subjects  to  be 
diacnseed  in  this  Oongresa,  says :  "  In  conse- 
quence of  which,  being  informed  of  the  con- 
currence of  thb  Government  in  the  idea  of  dis- 
cnssing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress  as  was  de- 
sired, and  that  it  wonld  send  Representatives 
to  it,  under  condition  that  the  neutrality  in 
which  it  stands  towards  Spain  should  not  be 
violated,"  Ac  The  Minister  fVom  Central 
America,  speaking  of  the  objects  of  the  Con- 
gress, in  his  note  of  the  14th  of  Vovembeif 
last,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  says  r  "  And 
which  will  not  require  that  the  Repre«entatjvcfl 
of  the  United  States  should,  in  the  least,  com- 
promit  their  present  neutrality,  harmony,  and 
good  intelligence  with  other  nations."  Thna, 
it  appeara,  ^r,  not  only  that  the  Kxecntive  is 
determined  to  do  nothing  tending  to  c<«Dmit 
onr  neutral  relations  with  foreign  nations,  nor 
to  contract  alliances,  but  that  the  Ministers  of 
the  several  Sonth  American  Republics  are  ftdly 
apprised  of  ihe  views  of  onr  Government  on 
this  point  Yet,  it  is  gravely  contended  that 
the  I^«sident  intends  to  compromit  onr  paeifie 
relations,  and  to  enter  into  entangling  political 
connections,  iqjnrions  to  the  future  proeperity 
of  this  nation.  Sir,  I  can,  in  these  docnmenta. 
see  no  such  design.  If  I  did,  I  would  not  stand 
on  half-way  groand ;  I  would  not  attempt  to 
bind  the  Executive  and  the  Senote  by  resolu- 
tions, which  those  who  advocate  them  admit 
they  may  disregard — mere  ropes  of  sand,  of  no 
power.  I  would,  at  once,  effectnally  interpoe» 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution — 
refuse  the  appropriation,  and  prevent  the 
misrion. 

Something  has  been  sud,  Mr.  Ohdrmon,  oa 
the  sii)(}ect  of  Executive  confidence.  In  mr 
official  character,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
have  no  confidence  to  bestow  on  any  Execu- 
tive, except  what  the  constitution  requires,  nc^ 
may  I  give  less  than  it  enjoins.  It  does  not 
permit  me  to  step  over  the  boundaries  which  it 
has  prescribed  to  the  powers  of  this  House,  and 
intrude  into  the  exercise  of  (he  functions  f^ 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
allege,  as  a  reason  for  such  intrusion,  a  wont  of 
confidence  in  those  who  administer  that  de- 
partment When  breaches  of  ofBdal  duty 
occur,  the  constitntion  has  provided  the  mode 
of  trial  and  panishment  In  some  cases  it  has 
given  the  I^^slature  the  power  to  arrest  the 
operations  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  refasiUE  appropi^ations ;  bnt  it 
has  nowhere  declared  that  the  functionaries  of 
one  branch  shall  assume  the  powers  of  anothw, 
merely  baoanae  they  tUnk  utt  other  will  sol 
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fiuthfnUj  diHchirge  Its  dati««.  For  th«se  reo- 
aooi  I  oaimot  vote  for  this  amendment.  I  con- 
aider  it  not  011I7  as  nnnecOTHMy,  bat  aa  an  un- 
eonstitntional  totorfereDce  with  th«  rigbta  and 
datiee  of  the  Eieontire  and  Senate. 

Much  has  been  Stud,  Ur.  Cbwnuu,  on  the 
■object  of  the  powers  of  the  Congreea  at  Pan- 
•nuL  GenUemen  reason  as  if  qneationa  were 
to  be  decided  ther«  aa  tbej  are  in  this  Hoose, 
bj-  a  nu^oritr  of  votes ;  aa  if  the  honor,  tlie 
peace,  and  the  fatore  destiny  of  this  nation 
were  to  be  comnutted  to  a  Oongreea  of  States, 
in  which  we  were  to  have  but  one  vote  ag^ngt 
UKht.  Sir,  thia  is  not  to  be  the  ease.  Onr 
idniflters  there  are  not  to  be  l^ialators ;  they 
are  to  be  diplomatic  agents — Plenipotentiaries, 
who,  from  the  very  natore  of  their  office,  can 
decide  nothing  by  vote.  Whatever  they  do, 
niiat  be  by  negotiation ;  and  every  treaty  or 
itipiilatioa  entered  into,  must  be  ratified  here 
by  the  Senate,  before  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pedged.  The  Bonth  American  States  send 
jGnuters  to  this  Oongresa  to  take  a  different 
fMrt,  and  to  perform  very  different  dntiee  from 
thoee  to  be  taken  and  performed  by  onrs. 
They  ocone  there,  bonnd  by  treaties  of  league 
and  confederation,  to  enter  into  certain  ar- 
rangements. We  send  our  Ministers,  wholly 
free  &om  all  obligation,  to  do  whatever  a  pru- 
dent regard  to  onr  own  interests  may  dictate. 

The  political  relations  of  the  Sonth  Ameri- 
can Republics  with  this  nation,  have  been  folly 
discnseed  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  Onr 
OHnmerclal  connection  with  them  has  not  been 
so  maoh  noticed.  Pennit  me,  sir,  to  tnrn,  for  a 
nuHnent,  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  this 
interesting  so tyecL  Host  of  those  Repnblii^  lie 
in  latitades,  and  poasesa  a  soil,  whion  enables 
them  to  rear  the  rich  products  of  tropical  cli- 
matea.  Several  of  them  have  ^Id  and  silver 
mines  of  ineihaastible  wealth.  These  great 
reaonreea,  which  are  every  day  bec6ming  more 
known,  already  stimulate  tiie  enterprise  of  every 
ooaimenual  nation.  Our  Interconrse  with  them 
employs  a  great  amount  of  capital  and  many  of 
oar  abips.  From  the  character  of  their  soil 
and  climate,  and  the  habits  of  their  population, 
it  may  &ir]y  be  concluded  that  they  will  not 
soon  become  a  manufacturing  people.  This 
renders  it  probable  that  these  Eepnhliee  will, 
for  ages,  oontinne  to  be,  as  they  now  are,  the 
vreat  market  for  all  our  surplns  mannfactares. 
Permit  me,  Mr,  to  advert  partionlarly  to  onr 
commerce  with  the  Republic  of  Pern,  to  exem- 
[dify  the  advantages  we  now  enjoy,  and  those 
we  b&ve  in  prospect,  by  cultivating  the  friend- 
ahip  and  securing  the  confidenoe  of  these  pow- 
ers. In  that  country  our  flour  is  a  staple  of 
commerce,  and  our  cotton  fabrics  are  rapidly 
•tqieraeding  those  of  Oalontta,  heretofore  in 
general  use.  Between  the  mouths  of  June  and 
March  laffi,  five  veasels  sailed  from  Pbiladel- 
iJiia,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  coasts  m  Peru,  sixteen  from  Baltimore, 
one  from  Norfolk,  four  &om  New  York,  one 
6am  Plrorideiioe,  aix  irom  Boston,  and  two 


from,  Salem,  wboee  cargoes,  almost  entirely 
composed  of  our  own  mani^actives,  and  the 
prodnctions  of  onr  own  soil,  amounted  to  two 
millions  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars.  Besides, 
no  doubt,  others  have  sailed  from  these  and 
other  porta  of  the  United  States  for  that  Re- 
pnbUo,  whose  destiny  is  not  known.  Daring 
the  same  period,  it  is  known  that  ten  American 
ships  have  departed  from  ports  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  bound  for  Pern,  engaged  in 
the  carrying  trade.  Our  commerce,  direut  and 
indirect,  witb  thia  Republic  alone,  may  be  estir 
mated  »t  tbe  annual  rate  of  not  much  less  than 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Pern  and  Uezico  are  the  ^reat  fonntaina  fr«m 
which  flow,  directiy  and  mdireotiy,  into  this 
oountry,  nearly  onr  whde  supply  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  These  are  the  chief  artides  of 
export  from  Pern.  They  are  produced  there 
in  greater  abnndanoe  than  in  any  other  oonn- 
try,  uid  are,  of  oourae^  to  be  obtuned  there  at 
a  cheaper  rate.  This  country,  from  its  geo- 
graphical poation,  its  c^>^ty  to  furnish  an 
advantageous  market  for  our  mann&ctnres  and 
agricultural  products,  and  the  abundance  it 
Furnishes  of  the  preciona  metals,  moat  soon  be- 
come the  centre  <m  which  our  whole  Asiatio 
commeroe  will  turn.  We  need  gold  and  silver 
for  the  trade  with  India.  Heretofore  we  have 
obtained  them  from  Peru  and  Mexico,  en- 
hanoed  by  freight  and  insurance.  When  onr 
oommeroial  relations  with  these  Bepublics  are 
placed  on  a  proper  and  permanent  foundation, 
our  merchants  will  ship,  in  our  own  ports,  onr 
own  mannfactnrea  and  agricultural  productions, 
for  the  ports  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  and  there 
exchange  them  for  the  gold  and  silver  ueoessa- 
ry  to  carry  ou  our  Asiatio  trade,  and  immedi- 
ately proceed  on  their  voyue  to  India.  The 
immense  beneficial  effects  of  anch  a  revolnticm 
in  our  commerce  with  that  part  of  the  world, 
may  be  estimated  by  considering  the  relief  it 
will  give  to  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  fh>m  the  constant  and  enormous  de- 
mands made  upon  it  for  specie  to  vest  in  the 
India  trade. 

By  the  emancipation  of  the  South  American 
States,  and  tlie  ci»)seqaent  demolition  of  the 
Spanish  colonial  system,  we  have  a  ready  and 
convenient  market  opened  for  all  our  mannfac- 
tures  and  the  products  of  our  agricultnre, 
Onr  capital  is  employed  in  a  Inorative  com- 
meroe. Our  ahippmg  is  increased,  our  seamen 
are  multiplied,  and  new  sources  of  wealth  are 
opened  to  us  in  our  Asiatio  commerce.  The 
enjoyment  of  all  these  advantages  dependa  on 
ourselves — upon  our  prndenoe  u  mamtaining 
good  relations  with  these  Republics.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  which  relates  to  this  subject, 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  manufacturing  and 
grain-growing  sections  of  the  Union. 

We  at  present  pay,  in  the  ports  of  Pern,  on 
onr  cotton  fabrics,  a  discriminating  duty,  above 
those  paid  by  other  countries,  of  ten  per  cent., 
and  the  enormous  dn^  of  seven  doilan  and 
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fifty  cents  on  eacb  barrel  of  flonr  we  export 
there.  It  is  certdnlj  a  matter  of  great  coqm- 
qaenoe  to  db  to  have  these  datiee  repealed,  as 
well  as  to  have  all  our  other  oouunercial  rela- 
tione with  these  powers  pot  upon  a  proper 
footing.  It  mttj  be  said  this  can  be  done  with' 
out  the  missioD  to  Panama:  that  commeroial 
treaties  can  he  formed  at  the  soTersl  courts  of 
these  Bepahlics.  What  prospect,  I  ask,  have 
we  of  obtaining  advantageons  oommerciaJ  trea- 
ties with  them,  if  we  treat  their  overtures  of 
friendlf  intercotiree  with  banghtj  and  insolent 
contempt?  What  better  opportnnitj  can  we 
obtain  of  naing  our  influence  on  them,  to  in- 
duce them  to  establish  a  system  of  Hberal  com- 
mercial relations  among  themselves,  and  with 
other  nations,  than  is  now  offered  at  the  Oon- 

rtss  of  Panunal  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly 
favor  of  this  mission.  I  consider  it  a  meas- 
nre  caloolated  to  adranoe,  in  a  pre-eminent  de- 
gree, the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  as  well 
as  the  great  cause  of  civilieation  and  liberty. 

It  is  candidly  avowed,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the 
honorable  mover  qf  this  amendment,  that  his 
object  is,  that  this  Uoase  should  recall  or  re- 
verse the  celebrated  declaration  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  8tat«s,  oontainad  in  his 
Uessage  of  December,  18SS.  Tbat  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  have  this  effect,  is  ob- 
vious. This,  if  there  were  no  other,  is  suffi- 
dent  reason  with  me  for  voting  oftainst  it. 
Sir,  I  will  not  recall  that  declaration.  Its 
promulgation  did  this  nation  great  honor,  and 
rendered  infinite  service  to  the  canse  of  civili- 
lation  and  liberty.  And  shall  we  now  tarnish 
onr  ^lory,  and  renounce  entirely  onr  relation 
to  this  great  cause  t  Whom,  sir,  do  we  repre- 
sent 1  A  nation  of  slaves  to  some  petty  des- 
pot? No,  sir;  we  represent  a  noble,  generous, 
and  chivalrie  people — a  people  who  ore  free, 
and  proud  of  tneir  civil  liberty — a  people  who 
are  justly  proud  of  having  their  institutiona 
taken  as  the  model  on  which  other  nations, 
who  have  broken  the  bonds  of  slavery,  are 
forming  theirs — a  people  who  realize  the  noble 
stand  ^ey  have  taken,  by  this  declaration,  at 
the  head  of  the  family  of  frea  nations ;  who 
are  generously  anxious  to  see  the  principles  of 
oivi]  liberty  SU  the  earth,  as  the  waters  "cover 
the  obannels  of  the  great  deep." 

In  accordance  with  the  eenerous  sentiments  of 
the  nation,  the  late  Preeident  made  the  declara- 
tion of  1823.  It  was  received  thronghont  the 
United  States  with  entbasiaam.  While  this 
feeling  prevailed  in  every  State  in  this  Union, 
it  was  remarkably  predominant  in  that  one  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  native.  Tbo 
Spring  following,  the  convention  there  mot 
which  nominated  one  of  the  most  distingniahed 
men  of  this  age  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
This  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  on 
the  subject  of  the  approaoning  election.  This 
committee,  with  an  American  feeling,  and  de- 
votion to  liie  canae  of  civil  liberty,  which  does 
them  great  honor,  in  their  addreM  advert  to 


this  deolaration  in  the  foDowing  terms :  "  The 
present  is  a  period  of  awful  interest  to  all  B0- 
pnblican  Govermnenta.  They  are  every  where 
mvoded  by  a  formidable  combination  of  tyrant^ 
exulting  in  their  past  ancceee.  Naples,  Portu- 
gal, and  Spain,  are  re-settled  in  the  calm  of 
aeqiotism,  and  the  sombre  monmnents  of  ty- 
raimy  and  anperstition  are  elevated  over  the 
tombs  of  martym  and  patriota,  and  the  ruins 
of  eonstitntional  Qovemmente.  The  light  of 
Grecian  liberty  must  be  extinguished,  as  a 
torch  of  discord  thrown  into  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire. The  conflict  between  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressed,  will  not  be  oonflnM  to  Gorope. 
The  fleets  and  armies  of  the  Holy  Allies  em- 
bark for  American  coasts.  American  Repub- 
lics, bordering  on  onr  own  conntiy,  must  be 
snlgagated.  The  veteran  patriot  who  presides 
ever  the  destinies  of  onr  ooantry,  has  aeclared 
we  mnst  resist — and  the  nation  aanotions  the 
declaration.  Nor  are  we  left  to  blind  conjeo- 
ture,  as  regards  the  light  in  which  this  country 
is  viewed  by  the  despots  of  Europe.  One  of 
their  ambassadors  lately  declared,  m  the  court 
of  Madrid,  '  that  the  United  States  were  tiie 
source  of  all  the  revolutionary  principles  that 
disturbed  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe.'  How 
can  we  mistake  the  import  of  snch  a  declara- 
tion t" 

Thisjnst  devotion  to  the  cause  of  civil  liber- 
ty was  the  sentiment  of  my  native  State  then, 
it  is  her  sentiment  now,  and  wUl  be  her  RenU> 
ment  to  the  remotest  ages  of  posterity.  I  am 
prond  to  be  the  native  of  a  State  which  holda 
the  cause  of  liberty  dear,  and  looks  with  jeal- 
ousy on  the  movements  of  despots.  And  aliaJl 
I,  sir,  with  this  known  expresnon  rf  the  pBb- 
lic  win  before  me,  vote  for  recalling  this  deo- 
laration t  No,  sir ;  I  wilt  not  change  nor  n- 
osll  one  word,  one  syllable,  tux  one  letter 
of  it. 

What,  sir,  was  the  condttt<»i  of  the  trorld 
when  this  deolaration  was  madet  The  great 
cause  of  freedom  had  been  overthrown  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Spun,  Portugal,  and 
Naples,  had  been  compelled  to  yield  Iheir  Area 
institutions,  and  to  receive  law  fW>m  absolute 
despots.  The  light  of  uvil  liberty  had  beeo 
extinguished,  moA  one  impenetrable  gloom  of 
despotism  covered  throughout  continental  En- 
rope.  The  Holy  Allies  had  then  effected  thmr 
unholy  purpose  in  the  Old  World.  But  they 
saw  that  if  the  cause  of  liberty  prospered,  on 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  its  eS'ects  most,  soon  or 
late,  be  felt  in  their  dominions.  A  question 
then  presented  itself  for  their  decision,  big 
with  interest  to  this  country,  to  this  hemi- 
aphere,  and  to  the  worid :  whether  they  phonld 
at  once  interpose  with  force  between  Spain  and 
her  revolted  colonies,  reduce  them  to  obedienoe 
and  their  former  allegiance,  and  finally  over- 
turn all  free  Governments  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  genins  of  thia  nation  saw  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  the  canae  of  civil 
liberty  was  exposed,  and  reserved  to  interfwft 
She  interpoaed  her  adamantine  atueld  b 
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Umm  iD&nt  Bepnblioe  and  tho  andent  tyran- 
nies  of  Europe,  and  pronounced  the  definitive 
decree,  that  the  ocean  rnnst  b«  the  boondar]'  of 
their  prindplcflL  This  decree  was  protntileBted 
in  tiw  celebrated  Menage  of  tike  late  PreaideDt. 
It  had  the  dBsired  efiiK^  and  the  caiue  of  dvil- 
ization,  of  liberl7,  and  of  manUnd,  was  per- 
mitted, in  thia  hetoiaphora,  to  triamph. 
Kr-  Oi^BBBBT  then  moke  ai  fullowa : 
Mi.  Ohainnan :  I  aak  the  indnigence  and  at- 
tention of  tlte  committee  for  a  fev  momenta, 
in  relation  to  the  qnestion  before  na.  I  wish 
to  state,  At,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
menta  of  the  reaolntion  nnder  disoDBdon^  and 
in  faror  of  Uie  ^ipropriation  to  paj  Unutera 
to  be  tent  to  the  OongresB  of  Panaoia,  u  pro- 
posed b7  the  reaolntiaa  and  bill  of  Hie  Oommit- 
tea  cm  Foreign  ASain,  and  for  the  following 

mpreoedwited  for  the  Hotue  of  Repre- 
__  ..  ea  to  KiTe  instmotiona  to  interfere  in 
jeUtioD  to  HuistAra  to  fbrdgn  oonrta.  This 
Hoaae  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  tre«t7-mak- 
Ing  power :  it  has  onoe  so  determined.  That 
iraa  ^ao  the  opinion  of  Oen.  Waabington  on 
tbiasaUeot 

The  Hoosa  of  ReioeaantatiTes,  in  1796,  bdng 
djasatiafied  with  the  treaty  made  with  Great 
Btjfoin,  called  tor  a  eop;  M  the  instmctions  of 
tha  Minister  who  negotiated  that  treatj.  Oen- 
eral  Vashington,  then  President,  in  raising  to 
Gomplf  with  Uie  request,  and  in  giving  bis  rea- 
MK19  for  so  doing,  states  that, 

"  Having  been  a  member  of  the  Oeneral  CooTen- 
tlon,  and  BDOwing  the  principles  en  irtdch  the  con- 
'  atitation  was  formed,  I  have  ever  entertained  but 
ooe  opiniaii  on  this  sntgeet ;  and  from  the  first 
•rtaUMuwat  of  the  Oormunent  to  tUs  DMHoant, 
mj  eondvet  ha*  eieBplified  that  opinioa— that  the 
power  of  mat'"g  treatlea  ii  eieluaiTelj  rested  in  the 
Freatdeat,  bj  and  with  the  advice  and  oonaeDt  of 
Oe  Senala,  prOTided  tvo-thirdB  of  Che  Seoaton  prea- 
ent  concur ;  and  that  every  treatj,  M  made  and 
promnlKated,  thenceforward  became  the  law  of  the 
kad.  It  Is  thus  that  the  creitj-making  power  haa 
beMi  ondeistood  hj  foreign  natlona ;  and.  In  all  the 
treatiea  made  with  them,  we  have  declared,  and 
they  have  believed,  that,  when  ratified  bv  the  Prei- 
ident,  niih  Uie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
tbe;  became  obHgato^.  In  this  eonstnietjon  of 
tbe  oooadtatlon,  everv  Hoose  of  SepresentatlTes  has 
Wratofore  aeqdeeoed ;  and,  until  tbe  present  time, 
BOt  a  doubt  or  Mupidon  hai  appeared,  to  m j  knowl- 
■dga,  that  this  eoogtrnctlou  was  not  the  true  one. 
Nay,  they  Ikave  more  than  aeqaieeoed ;  for,  till  now, 
wiUiOQt  coDCroTerthw  the  obligation  of  such  treatiei, 
tbej  have  made  all  the  requiate  proviaioni  for 
canTing  them  lata  effect." 

He  adds,  in  ooneluaion : 

"  Aa,  Aerefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  under- 
HandinR,  that  the  aaaentoflhe  House  of  Bepreacnt- 
ktires  II  not  necessary  to  the  viilidtty  of  a  treatj  ; 
aa  the  treaty  with  Oreat  Britain  eihibiU  within 
itself  aD  the  objects  requirioK  legislative  provision  ; 
and  OD  these  the  papen  called  for  can  throw  no 
fight ;  and,  as  it  Is  easenCial  to  the  due  adminlatra- 
l£o  rf  the  QoveinmaDt  that  the  bouudaiiea  fixed 


by  the  constitution,  between  tbe  different  Depart- 
mente,  should  be  preserved;  a  juat  regard  to  tho 
conatitution,  and  to  the  duty  of  my  offlce,  under  all 
the  circninslunces  of  this  esse,  forbids  a  compliance 
with  jour  request." 

The  House  of  Representativos,  after  this,  by 
two  resolutions,  oipressed  their  opinion  on  this 
sabjeot,  the  flrat  of  which  is  in  the  following 

"  Snalvtd,  That,  It  being  declared,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  ooDsIitution, 
'that  the  Preddent  aball  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-Chirda  of  the  Seuatora  present 
concur,'  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  dalm 
any  agency  in  making  treaties;  but  that,  when  a 
treatj  stipulates  regubtlons  on  any  of  the  lubjeots 
■ubmitled  by  the  constitution  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  must  depend  for  its  exeontion,  a*  t«  aich 
slipulationa,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  passed  bv  Con- 

rs ;  and  it  is  tho  eoastltntional  right  and  duty  «f 
Bouse  of  Sepresentativea,  in'  all  snoh  oases,  to 
deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  ineipedieuoy  of 
carrjlog  such  treaty  Into  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  good." 

Special  instmctionB  by  this  Honse  wonld,  I 
think,  l>e  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  pf 
the  constitntion.  "  The  President  shall  have 
power  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vioe  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
Ambasaodors,  other  pahlio  Uinistera,  and  Con- 
snla."  The  President  also  has  power,  by  the 
constitntion,  to  "  fill  np  vacanuea  that  may 
happen  during  tha  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session."  The  power  that 
creatoa,  from  necessity,  in  the  aheepce  of  con- 
stitutional provision  and  law,  must  (nstmct  and 

Ministers  may  be  appointed  and  treaUea 
made,  throogh  the  instnunentolity  of  the  Prea- 
ident  alone,  in  tbo  receea  of  the  Senate,  but 
oannot  be  ratified  without  the  oonsent  of  two- 
thirds  of  that  body. 

The  taws  of  nations  recognise  ttie  making  of 
treaties  by  independent  Oovomments,  through 
the  agency  of  Ministers ;  and  oar  oonstitntion, 
in  oliedience  to  that  principle,  has  vested  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  Ministers 
with  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  responsible  to  the  nation 
for  all  treaties  made  and  adopted. 

Instructions  from  this  House  oannot  be  en- 
forced ;  for  there  is  neither  conititntional  pro- 
vision nor  law  to  compel  obedience. 

Not  only  so — the  objeot  of  tbe  misrion  be- 
inp.  In  some  d^ree,  advisory,  inslruetiona 
might  not,  if  we  had  the  power,  be  Jadicioosly 

If  this  Honse  has  the  power  contended  for, 
the  Senate  surely  has,  and  the  President  also. 
And  if  the  instrnoUoDa  of  the  two  several 
Houses  and  the  President  all  disagree,  what  is 
to  be  done  I  Who  shall  Ministers  obey  I  Bj 
following  the  direoUona  <tf  one^  thej'  diiolMy 
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ishable  at  time ;  political  Btorms  ma^  hereafter 
arise  tuid  roll,  but,  as  long  as  the  empire  of  rea- 
son reigns,  tlie  lashing  ware  of  faction  may 
beat  in  vain. 

Aepiring  men,  iatrigning  and  ambitions,  at 
some  fiitnKi  period,  maj  aasajl,  in  tts  essential 
par^  with  impetnositr,  and  apparent  Bnccess  ot 
conqoestfthe  battlements  of  the  constitution; 
bnt  that  noble  chart  of  liberty,  porchased  by 
the  treasnre,  toil,  and  blood  of  the  heroes  and 
fathers  of  the  fievolation,  in  the  hands  of  a 
rirtDODS,  wise,  patriotic,  and  intelligent  people, 
vill  bo  preserved,  and  remain  the  admiration 
of  fbtnre  ages,  as  a  scroll  of  wisdom,  independ- 
ence,  and  &ue.  How  often  is  the  smi,  when 
marcbinggsUantlj  on  in  its  majestic  course,  snd- 
denly  dbscnred  bj  clouds  and  etormsl  Yet,  its 
powerful  rays  soon  burst  fortb  in  all  its  efftil- 
genee  and  glory.  60,  in  some  respects,  onr 
ooDstitntion,  that  polar  star  of  our  connti7,  is 
oft»n  darkened  ana  obscured  by  the  tempestO' 
ous  vapors  of  human  intellect  and  ingenuity  j  . 
yet,  like  a  strong  ship  amidst  the  storms  of  th» 
ocean,  she  rousts  the  tempest,  and  rides  npou 
the  mountain  wave,  carrying  her  gallant  cr«w 
in  safeU  to  their  destined  port. 

Mr.  Inobam  said :  It  is  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  I  at  any  time  intmde  myself  into  a 
general  debate  on  this  fioor,  becanae  I  caniipt 
but  consider  any  thing  that  I  might  have  to 
say,  when  subjeots  are  so  fully  and  much  moro 
ably  discussed  by  others,  as  an  intrusion  npon 
the  patienee  of  members,  rather  than  aa  having 
even  a  claim  to  their  indulgence.  There  are, 
however,  occasions  when,  even  nnder  these 
ol^ections,  members  may  be  jnstified  in  exer- 
cising their  common  right  of  delivering  their 
sentiments,  and*  offering  their  reasons  for  their 
vote  more  fully  than  they  con  be  known  from 
a  naked  vot«  on  the  jonmaL  It  often  happcna 
that  those  who  disagree  as  to  many  of  their 
premiaes,  will  unite  in  their  oondnsions ;  and, 
also,  that  those  who  agree  in  their  premises:, 
mwnly,  may  differ  in  their  conclusions.  Tbeao 
considerations,  were  there  no  others,  eeem  to 
require  of  mo  to  avail  myself  of  the  occa^on 
to  present  to  the  committee  and  to  my  constit- 
uents, the  reasons  which  will  govern  the  vote 
I  am  abont  to  ^ve.  Before  I  proceed  to  the 
general  coarse  of  remark  which  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  myself,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  of  my  colleagoe,  who 
has  just  taken  bis  seat,  (Mr.  Thomson.)  Hy 
colleague  has  assumed  the  position  first  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Websteb,}  and  occupied  by  all  who  have  since 
spoken  on  the  same  side.  I  understand  it  to 
be  this :  that,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  we 
attempt  an  nnconatltutlonal  exercise  of  power, 
inasmuch  OS  the  treaty-making  power  is  vested 
in  another  body,  and  hence  we  have  no  right 
to  inttrvct  the  President  as  to  what  measores 
he  ought  or  ought  not  to  negotiate  about  witli 
,  foreign  powers ;  and,  consequently,  we  have 
,  no  power  or  right  to  de4;lare  onr  opinion  In  re- 
I  Ution  to  the  measorea  propoaed  to  be  adopted 


the  others.  Beudea,  a  principle  like  the  one 
contended  for,  would  be  assailing,  without  good 
cause,  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  Execu- 
tive. There  can  be  no  reason  for  alarm :  for 
all  acts  of  the  Pre^dent  and  Ministers,  in  rela- 
tion to  treaties,  must  be  reviewed  and  sanc- 
tioned by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  before  they 
can  be  adopted  or  binding.  And  do  gentlemen 
doubt  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  that  augost 
body  t    If  not,  where  the  danger  ? 

In  addition,  this  nation  calls  londly  fbr  a 
■peedy  appropriation.  Both  principal  and  in- 
terest, in  a  commercial  and  other  points  of 
view,  (putting  a^de  every  other  conrideration,) 
should  induce  us  to  be  represented  at  the  Con- 
peas  of  Panama.  And  I  venture  to  say  that 
^iree^fourtbs  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  full  faith  in  the  mission  proposed,  and  the 
acts  of  the  President  on  that  subject.  It  is  hu- 
mane, it  is  benevolent,  it  is  congenial  to  the 
feelings  of  a  free  people,  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  rising  importance  of  the  South  American 
Bepublics!  It  looks  to  the  improvement  of 
the  oondition  of  man. 

Generations  to  come  will  uiprove  our  acts, 
and  sing  praises  to  the  philanthropists  and 
statesmen  who  inclined  a  listening  ear — lent  a 
helping  hand — reoeivad  with  open  arms,  and 
aided  a  sister  Bepnblic,  by  the  advice  and  wis- 
dom of  our  counsels.  We  o^ht  never  to  be 
wearied  with  doing  good.  Why  then  do  we 
hesitate  I  Where  is  the  cause  of  alarm  ?  Once 
adopt  a  ctdd,  political,  unfeeling  philosophy 
towards  other  nations,  and  let  that  doctrine  be 
enconraged  and  promulgated  until  the  people 
of  our  own  are  controlled  by  its  principles,  our 
Government  would  then  be  found  with  ail  icicle 
M  its  heart  1  the  streams  of  justice  would  then 
cease  to  flow ;  and  we  shomd  be  shivering  in 
anarchy,  and  in  the  cold  embrace  of  min.  It 
is  the  love  of  country — the  principles  of  vir- 
tne,  humanity,  and  independence — the  Uberty 
of  speech,  of  ihe  press,  tmd  of  conscience — the 
sympathetic  feelings  for  the  suffering  of  others, 
asdmilated  to  ourselves,  ti^ther  with  a  recol- 
lection of  onr  own,  and  other  heroes,  who  have 
fbnght  and  bled  that  man  might  be  tree,  that 
cemontfi,  hannonizes,  and  strengthens,  that 
fellow-feeling  which  unites  and  sustains  this 
Republic,  and  lights  op  a  glow  of  patriotism 
in  every  American  heart.  Let  a  different  prin- 
dple  once  prevail,  and  the  balance  of  power  be 
destroyed,  which  operates  as  a  powerful  mag- 
net upon  this  people,  our  Government  would 
fall  t«  pieces,  and  dissolve  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
leaving  us  afloat  amidst  the  storms  of  &  politi- 
cal ocean,  without  pilot,  chart,  or  oompnss. 

The  constitutional  prerc^ative,  vested  in  cer- 
tun  departments  in  this  Government,  in  re- 
roect  to  its  diplomatic  character  with  other  na- 
tions, is  admirably  calculated  to  insnre  peace 
and  prosperity.  If  other  essential  principles  of 
the  constitution  are  preserved,  and  iIb  intended 
distribution  of  power  to  each  department  right- 
ly continued,  this  Oovemment  is  fonnded 
upon  a  ro^  immovable  u  Atlas,  and  imper- 
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■t  Panaiiu,  in  the  maimer  And  fqrm  of  the 
tigentoent  now  imder  cooMderotjoD.  If  my 
eolleagae,  and  those  who  have  preceded  tiitn, 
had  made  oat  their  cftse,  or  even  ^ven  it  » 
ptengible  a4>peBrance,  it  won]d  hxte  been  an 
impoitaDt  addition  to  their  argoment ;  but  in 
tbis  I  think  thej  have  entirelj  biled.  In  the 
first  place,  the  amendment  proposed  ia  not  an 
ofEdal  inatmction,  in  form  or  subetaiice,  and 
most  have  required  mouh  aid  of  the  imsg^ina- 
tioQ  (o  conceive  of  it  as  anch.  The  amend- 
menl  ia  neitlier  more  nor  ksa  than  a  umple  deo- 
Ur&tioa  of  the  opiniim  of  those  who  vote  for 
it,  in  relation  to  a  great  qnestion  of  national 
policj,  which  I  hold  we  have  an  inherent  ri^t 
to  make,  bj  Tirtue  of  oor  relation  to  the  people 
and  the  conntrr.  Bnt  I  go  ftirther,  and,  I 
tnut,  iriU  be  able  to  ahow  that  the  e^reanon 
of  Bach  an  opinion  is  clearly  within  the  ex- 
preesly  delegated  powera  of  OoDsrega, 

I  idmtt  t£at  few  occasions  wul  be  likely  to 
irisc^  wherein  it  would  be  expedient  or  neoes- 
HTj  for  this  Hoose  to  dacUre  its  opinion  on 
neh  BotiJectB;  bat  of  tbis  the  Honae  will  be 
tlte  judge  for  itself  and  of  oooise  each  mem- 
l)er  most  judge  for  himself.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  present  cose  will  most  Ailly  justify  the 
declaration  proposed.  It  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tleoien  cannot  be  aware,  when  they  thus  deny 
&e  right  of  the  nonse  of  Representatives  to 
instnict  the  President,  (as  they  are  pleased  to 
call  it,}  in  the  form  of  this  amendment,  of  the 
ioeitricable  difficulties  into  which  their  doc- 
trines sill  lead  them.  They  cannot  msintoln 
their  position  without  denying  every  power  of 
Congress  upon  the  most  nnimportant  mteresta 
mnaiitted  to  their  charge.  Do  they  not  ex- 
tend to  all  subjects  of  legislation  witliin  the 
Umits  prescribed  by  the  constitution  I  None 
win  sorely  deny  that  such  a  legislative  power 
ii  vested  in  Congress,  and  I  ask  no  other  ad- 
nussiDos,  (it  b  not  necessary  for  the  pnrposag 
of  mj  argument,  to  rely  upon  the  impeaching 
power ;)  the  l^islative  power  undoubtedly 
mist  comprehend  within  it  the  ose  of  the  ne- 
Ka/aij  and  proper  means  for  its  exercise,  and 
the  application  of  those  means  to  the  acoom- 
plishmenl  of  its  legitiraate'objects.  This  pow- 
er extends  to  the  r^iUation  of  commerce — the 
deoUration  of  war — and  I  believe  every  oon- 
ceivable  object  in  one  shape  or  another,  em- 
bneed  within  the  treaty-making  ftower.  We 
PSM  laws  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce, 
wliich  saMect  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 
treitf-mskiDg  power;  to  alliances,  offensive 
and  defensive,  which  also  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  power.  These  may  involve  war,  and 
jet  the  power  to  declare  war  belongs  to  Coa- 
gress.  By  puraning  the  subject  in  this  way,  we 
ihoiild  find  the  treaty-making  and  legislative 
power  10  blended  as  to  be  wholly  ioseparable ; 
they  are,  in  fact,  so  interwoven  togetlier,  that 
the  ablest  men  who  have  ever  discussed  the 
■abject  in  either  Honse  of  Congress,  do  not 
Hpear  to  have  been  satisfied  themselves  where 
toe  tine  of  separation  ia.    Numerous  examples 


have,  been  ^veu,  wherein  this  Ilouse  hod  exer- 
cised the  same  power  now  proposed,  viz :  That 
of  declaring  its  opinions  on  matters  belonging 
to  the  treaty-making  power.  1  will  not  repeat 
these,  but  refer  to  other  examples,  in  my  judg- 
ment even  maoh  stronger. 

On  ibe  Sd  of  Uarcli,  1816,  Congress  passed 
a  law  proposing,  in  terms,  to  all  foreign  na- 
tions, who  would  repeal  their  discriminating 
impost  and  tonnage  duties  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  that,  as  soon  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  should  be  satisfied  of  the 
fact,  our  discriminating  duties,  in  relation  to 
snoh  nations,  should  also  be  repealed ;  and  this 
law  has  been  acted  upon  in  numerous  ca.'^es, 
with  and  without  treaty  Btipulatioas.  The 
measnre  was  recommended  by  President  Madi- 
son, and  has  been  acted  on  by  alt  who  have 
followed  him.  It  was  not  merely  the  declara- 
tion of  the  opinion,  but  a  declai-atiou  of  the 
will  of  the  whole  legislative  body,  on  a  subject 
dearly  within  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
that  declaration  made  previonsly  too.  There 
is  another  example,  still  much  stronger,  if  pos- 
sible, to  show  tliat  the  legislative  power  is  in- 
separable from,  and  even  paramount  to,  the 
treaty-making  power.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
old  Congress  made  two  treaties  with  France, 
one  of  alliance,  offen^ve  and  defensive,  the 
other  of  amity  and  commerce.  These  treaties 
were  made  when  the  United  States  were  in 
close  connection  with  that  country,  united  by 
sympathies  and  interests  of  the  m<Kit  impoMog 
character ;  in  1798,  Congress,  by  law,  abro- 
gated both  treaties.  Is  it  not,  then,  idle  to  as- 
sert that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  declare  our 
opinion  on  treaty-making  queationB,  when  wa 
have  declared  our  will,  botn  by  previous  and 
subsequent  legislation !  Ilere  I  would  remark, 
by  the  way,  that,  when  theae  treaties  were 
formed,  none  supposed  that  they  could  become 
a  sabject  of  difficulty ;  bat  the  designation  of 
the  articles  considered  contraband,  in  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  France,  not  being  ingroited 
in  the  treaty  with  England,  in  1794,  commonly 
called  Jay's  treaty,  was  the  cause  of  the  difn- 
culties  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  also  with  England,  which  led  to  spoliations 
and  depredations  upon  our  commerce  under 
Orders  of  Council  and  Decrees,  in  violation  of 
national  low,  from  that  time,  until  they  termi- 
nated in  the  late  war  with  England.  These 
dillicultiea  had  their  origin  in  national  sympa- 
thies, and  were  promoted  by  the  same  cause, 
until  they  ended  as  I  have  mentioned. 

Uy  colleague  has  said,  however,  that  we,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  cannot  act  in  rvk- 
tion  to  subjects  which  the  Congress  can.  I  do 
not  comprehend  the  distinction.  Congress 
never  can  act  as  a  joint  body.  We  act  sopo- 
rately.  Each  House  commencea  such  measures 
as  it  thinks  proper  to  adopt,  and  it  begins  by 
referring  them  to  committees,  who  examine, 
investigate,  and  report  their  opinion,  either  in 
a  general  report^  resolution,  or  bill.  This  is 
the  beginning  of  our  acts ;  and  the  Hooae,  ex-  . 
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ercising  all  the  powers  rested  in  the  commit- 
tee, decluea  ita  opioion  for  or  agunst  the  re- 
port^ of  the  oosimitteeB,  or  modifies  them. 
Such  is  the  practice  and  cooBttuit  process  of 
onr  Legislature.  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  m;  colleague  means,  when  he  sajs, 
Congress  ma;  declare  its  opinion  on  subjects 
sot  within  the  competeno;  of  the  Honae  to  de- 
clare its  opinion  upon. 

I  do  not  think  my  colleague  has  made  oat 
his  case,  that  we  are  about  to  exercise  an  tm- 
wnstitutional  power  bj  instrncting  the  Presi- 
dent i  but,  if  he  had  moved  to  change  tlie  fonn 
of  the  resolution,  so  as  to  obviate  eveir  ap- 
pearance of  its  being  an  instruction,  and  this 
motion  had  been  rejected,  then  he  mi^t  hare 
some  right  to  insist  that  tlie  resolntion  was  ob- 
jectionable in  form ;  if  he  would  make  such  a 
motion,  without  affecting  the  snbstanoe,  he 
■bould  have  my  rote  chcerfullT' ;  bnt  there  is 
no  form  in  which  an  opinion  on  tbia  sut^ject 
could  be  declared,  which  might  not  be  object- 
ed to  for  the  same  reason. 

The  subject  does  appear  to  me  so  plain,  tliat 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  an  objec- 
tion has  been  made  so  current  among  the  op- 
ponents  of  tills  amendment,  nnless,  indeed,  the 
warn  of  more  substantial  ground  to  rest  upon 
has  forced  gentlemen  to  occupy  this.  Oar  ob- 
ject is  to  declare  our  opinion  upon  a  great 
measure  of  natioosJ  policy,  not  in  the  form  of 
official  instmction^  but  with  a  view  to  making 
known  that  opinion,  as  well  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government  as  to  the  world. 
Thu  opinion  can  have  no  Ather  than  a  moral 
influence ;  and  in  that  respect  it  is  intended, 
and  will  not  be  disregarded.  And  it  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  what  form  of  words  it  may 
be  expressed  in,  so  as  that  they  may  be  nnder- 
stood.  My  colleagae  has  pressed  the  argument 
with  such  eamestnesa,  that  I  cannot  doubt  his 
sincerity ;  but  he  has  surely  not  examined  the 
whole  subject,  or  he  would  have  seen  to  what 
difficnlties  such  anti-repablican  doctrines  would 
]ead  him.  He  says,  we  have  no  power  to  in- 
struct, because  we  cannot  compel  the  Presi- 
dent I  am  eonr  to  see  my  collesigue  so  mis- 
led by  a  sympathetic  sensibility  to  Executive 
supremacy.  1  do  not  feel  it,  nor  would  my 
pnnciples  permit  me  to  cultivato  it,  whoever 
might  be  in'esident  Is  it  true  that  tjiis  House 
cannot  compel  the  President  in  an;  ease  I  I 
will  not  foDow  my  colleague  in  his  supposi- 
tions, "  that  we  might  as  well  order  the  PreiA- 
dent,  W  law  or  resolntJon,  to  appoint  this  or 
that  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  to  this  or  that 
station,"  as  adopt  this  amendment 

That  power  is  not  le^slative ;  it  is  a  pore, 
nnmixecl  Executive  power,  although  I  could 
find  an  example,  during  the  late  war,  in  which 
on  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  President 
by  law  from  sending  the  army  across  the  line ; 
that  was,  however,  a  mere  ebnllition  of  faction 
which  cannot  be  defended.  Bnt  is  tbis  House 
witbont  power  "to  compel  the  President!" 
I  will  put  a  case  for  the  oonraderation  of  those  . 


who  advance  this  doctrine,  so  degrading  to  tho 
power  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentativea.  Sap- 
pose  the  country  to  be  involved  in  war.  It 
cannot  be  carried  on  withont  the  exercise  ot 
the  constttntional  power  of  this  Honse,  in  pro- 
viding the  means.  Overtures  for  peace  are 
made :  the  President  sends  Kinisters  to  nego- 
tiate. It  i^  however,  known  to  this  House, 
that  the  enemy  have  offered  an  htmorahle 
peace.  The  President,  ambitions  of  conaueat, 
refasee  to  make  peace :  will  jcm  then  t«ll  me 
that  this  Boose  has  no  oonstitutional  right  to 
declare  its  opinion,  because  it  cannot  make  a 
treaty?  What  would  the  House  do  in  this 
case  t  I  pnt  it  to  every  member  who  has  de- 
nied our  constitutional  right  to  express  onr 
opinion  in  this  case,  to  say  what  he  would  do 
in  that  case ;  would  he  saffer  the  interest  and 


not  hesitate  a  moment  to  speak  to  him  in  a 
voice  tiiat  he  could  not  misunderstand.  W« 
would  not  speak  by  adding  a  rider  to  our  ap- 
propriation bill,  bnt  we  would  q>eak  by  reao- 
lation,  and  say  to  hinuyoa  mast  pot  an  end  to 
the  war.  Would  any  President  disregard  sncb 
an  admonition  t  I  uionld  like  to  know  wheth- 
er a  resolution  of  that  kind  would  l>e  an  un- 
oonstitationa)  instruction  to  the  President 
Call  it  what  yon  please,  the  President  wonld 
be  compelled  to  obey ;  he  must  send  his  Uinis- 
ters  instmcted  to  make  peace.  Sir,  would  gen- 
tlemen den;  to  this  Honse  the  power  which,  in 
such  oaa^  is  exercised  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment? The  President  is  an  agent  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  he  is  not  presumed,  under  the  form  of  our 
Government,  to  possess  any  sovereign  power ; 
he  only  exercises  delisted  power.  The  sov- 
ereign power  of  ttiii  nation  rests  in  the  peo- 
ple ;  but,  according  to  tho  forms  of  tbe  British 
Oonstitntion,  It  is  in  the  king,  and  yet  there  the 
Parliament,  when  it  determines  for  peace, 
makes  known  its  desire  to  the  sovereign,  and 
he  must  ol>ey.  Snch  was  the  declaration  of 
Parliament,  which  terminat«d  the  war  against 
UB  in  the  BevolntioS,  and  gave  as  oar  inde- 
pendence. [Mr.  Troubon  expluned :  he  said, 
he  did  not  den;  the  power  to  express  opinion, 
but  to  instruct.]  I  am  not  aware,  said  Mr.  L, 
that  I  have  misstated  any  expression  of  my  col- 
leagae; he  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe 
thA  my  very  great  personal  respect  for  bim,  if 
not  for  myself,  would  forbid  tiiat  I  conld  in- 
tend to  misstate  or  misrepresent  an;  argument. 
I  think,  however,  he  must  l>e  satined,  that,  if 
such  a  resolntion  as  that  before  us  is  exception- 
able on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  instruction, 
that  every  declaration  of  opinion  by  thia 
House,  on  subjects  which  belong,  in  an;  man- 
ner, to  the  Executive  dutiea,  most  also  be  un- 
constitutional. Before  1  take  leave  of  my  col- 
leagae, I  would  say  a  word  on  the  topic  of  con- 
fidence, which  has  been  introduced  into  this 
debate  as  a  principal  foundation  oi  th«  oppori- 
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tioD  to  this  ailieDdineiit.  It  U  of  w>me  impor- 
twioe  that  we  should  understand  it.  I  wonld 
Kipose  the  saioe  confidenoe  in  cne  branoh  of 
the  Govenunent,  as  saeh,  that  I  would  in  an- 
other ;  but  no  d^ree  of  confidence  that  I  maj 
r^M>se  in  any  other  department  can  r^eve  me 
from  my  own  proper  reaponnbility.  Gentle- 
nen  will  not  say  tAat  we  ought  not  to  esanune 
bills  from  the  Senate,  l>ecau9e  we  have  confi- 
dence in  that  bodj ;  nor  is  it  an  improper  di»- 
tmet  for  us  to  examine  their  bills,  with  as 
mncli  oare  as  we  do  those  reported  by  our  own 
eonunittees.  Bo  of  the  PrMident ;  where  hia 
duties  are  ioTolved  with  onrs,  ssd  we  have  a 
joint  responubilitj,  we  mnit  jndge  for  onr- 
■elvee,  and  act  in  aooordsnoe  with  that  Judg- 
ment, and  not  npon  oonfidence.  These  are  my 
TieJTB  upon  this  point.  My  oolleafnie  says, 
fonn*  are  every  thing  1  I  nnderstand  him  to 
mean  constitntion«l  fbrms.  In  tliis  I  agroe 
with  him ;  bat  have  not  t>een  able  to  perceive 
the  slightest  obstacle  to  this  reeolntion  in  any 
fbrais  of  the  oonstitation :  on  the  other  hand, 
I  think  I  have  shown  that  onr  right  to  express 
■n  opinion  in  this  case  is  ut  nn<lonbt«d,  per- 
fect, constitatjonal  rieht,  derived  from  onr 
l^islative  power,  and  deany  within  the  sphere 
of  oar  duties.  The  nature  of  onr  obligation, 
in  relation  to  appropriations,  has  also  been 
broDght  into  this  discnssion,  and  1  will  tajie 
this  oocadoD  to  explain  my  views  of  it.  There 
»n  three  classes  of  appropriations  made  by 
Congrew.  Ist.  Those  over  whioh  we  have  an 
nndonbted  discretion.  3d.  Those  made  in  pnr- 
■oance  of  contracts.  Sd.  Those  made  obliga- 
tory by  the  constitntion.  Of  this  lost  class  are 
the  salaries  whioh  the  constitntion  has  declared 
shall  not  be  diminished,  such  as  those  of  the 
Jndgea  of  the  United  States  Conrts,  &o.  With 
respect  to  these  three,  there  is  not  only  a 
moral,  bat  a  constitntional  obligation :  we  are 
swoni  to  support  the  constitution,  and  cannot 
withhold  a  salary  which  that  inatroment  has 
declared  shall  not  be  diminished.  The  next 
dasB  of  ^propriations,  abont  which  there  is 
any  donbt^  is  that  made  in  pursasace  of  con- 
tract, whether  in  porsuance  of  treaties,  or  oth- 
o' contracts. 

I  hold  it  to  be  incontrovertible,  that,  when- 
ever the  constitution  has  pven  us  the  power, 
without  qualification,  to  do  any  act,  we  must 
*  be  v«9ted  with  a  discretionary  power  to  deter- 
mine npon  its  expediency :  the  obligation  can- 
not be  absolnte.  It  has  been  said  that  we  have 
the  physical  power.  I  say  we  have  the  consti- 
tution^ power.  There  ia,  however,  s  moral 
oUigation  upon  ns  to  exeroise  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  power,  according  to  the  principles 
of  justice  and  good  fiutb — of  which  we  must 
be  the  Jndgee.  Every  contract,  however, 
which  depends  upon  an  appropriation  for  its 
final  exeontion,  mnst,  from  the  natnre  of  the 
ease,  be  made  sabiect  to  that  condition:  but  I 
will  admit  the  obligation  to  be  mncfa  stronger 
to  appropriate  where  a  contract  exists,  than 
where  there  is  none,  and  which,  according  to 
Vch  IX.— 18 


my  Judgment,  resolves  itself  into  this:  That, 
where  on  appropriation  u  asked  to  car^  into 
fall  effect  a  contract  of  any  kind,  those  who  re- 
fiise  it  must  incnr  the  responsibility  of  showing 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  not  granting  It ; 
tbey  must  satisfy  their  own  consciences  that 


the  burden  of  the  proof  lies  upon  them ; 
presumptions  are  all  in  fkvor  of  the  appropria- 
tion. But,  in  ordinary  oases,  the  burden  of 
proof  lies  on  the  other  dde ;  before  money  can 
properly  be  asked  from  the  Treasury,  the  ne- 
cesnty  for  it  must  be  shown.  This  I  condder 
a  safe  and  sound  doctrine  on  this  suljject,  fh^m 
whioh  nothing  is  to  be  feared,  if  it  is  iaiuifkilly 


In  another  part  of  the  argnments  of  my  col- 
leagne,  he  enoted  a  paragr^h  from  an  addresa 
to  3ie  people  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  oonven- 
tion  of  that  State  who  nominated  General 
Jackson  forthePreaidenoy  of  the  United  State*. 
So  far  from  finding  any  thing  in  that  papw  to 
weaken  the  positfon  I  have  taken,  I  accord, 
heart  and  hand,  with  every  sentiment  that  he 
has  quoted.  That  declaratitm,  as  well  as  the 
memorable  Message  to  which  he  refers,  was 
predicated  on  a  state  of  things  whioh  no  one 
now  pretends  to  have  existence :  That  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war  not 
merely  ag^nst  South  America,  but  agunst  all 
free  Governments.  Had  such  a  purpose  been 
known  to  exist,  to  an  extent  that  would  have 
comprehended  onr  Qovernment,  it  would  have 
been  no  difference  where  they  struck  the  blow; 
such  a  war  would  have  beenonrwar;  bnteven 
in  such  a  case  we  should  not  have  been  willing 
to  have  entangled  ourselves  with  any  ^ree- 
meats  to  guarantee  the  free  institutions  of  South 
America :  for  these  might  have  been  chaoged 
by  the  people  themselves,  with  which  we  atd 
no  right  to  interfere.  But  tbereisno  such  case 
before  us  now.  What  are  we  about  to  dof 
If  there  is  any  meaninB;  in  the  language  of  tbesft 
docnments,  one  and  all,  we  are  to  enter  into 
stipulations  with  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  that 
we  will  resist  any  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ments  of  Europe  in  the  war  between  South- 
America  and  Spain,  under  any  circumstooces 
that  snch  a  war  might  arise.  Is  not  this  very 
different?  Oan  we,  hating  a  due  regard  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  and  safety  of  onr  own 
country,  enter  into  on  agreement  that  misht 
bind  us  to  engage  in  a  war  for  any  other  nation 
or  nations  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  whether  it 
was  just  or  noti  I  am  opposed  to  etering  into 
any  stipulations  of  this  natare,  and  beKcve  we 
ought  bo  leave  the  Govemment  free  to  deter- 
mine that  question,  whenever  the  case  shall  arise, 
and  not  commit  ourselves  beforehand,  as  it  ia 
proposed  to  do.  BhoU  we  compromit  the  hap- 
piness of  this  people,  and  the  ccaracter  of  onr 
Government,  by  stipulating  with  the  Soathem 
American  nations  that  we  wiU  go  to  war  witit 
Bnssia  or  England  for  ten  or  fifteen  miles  or. 
leasues  of  the  northwest  coast  t  In  short,  rir, 
abail  we  nnite  our  destiny  with  Hat  of  any  oth- 
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er  nation  on  the  fiwe  of  tbe  Rlobe  t  I  b&ve 
never  MMed  to  tjmpaih\ie  wiQi  tbe  people  of 
Sonthem  America  In  thdr  atiog^a  for  liberty; 
dure  ia  acarcel;  a  man  in  this  mHoa  who  has 
not  sympathiied  with  them ;  bnt  it  does  not 
ftillow  tiat  we  ihall  be  oarHed  awaj  b^  tliese 
q^mpaUiiee  to  entangle  onrselTea  in  their  fiv- 


ewidbnat 


t  be  pretended  that  erery  nation 
vhioh  has  eatabliahed  free  Inititntioas,  will  al- 
VATS  act  with  jtutioe  ia  its  disrates.  I  devont- 
iv  wish  they  maj  do  so ;  bnt,  in  the  nature  of 
UiingB,  we  hare  no  leotirity  that  they  wilL 
Bnt.  mppose  we  enter  into  the  atbnilatioiia  and 
"Joint  declaration  "  recommended  bj  the  Pree- 
ident,  will  the  South  American  Govemnmnta 


their  bai^  wiB  it  make  than  matt  earefol  to 
act  with  joatdce  and  pmdenoe  in  thdr  toniga 
pcUoy  f  Power  often  fbrgeta  right,  ammig  na- 
tiona,  M  well  aa  men,  and  tJie  alrcmger  we 
make  BDdi  combinations  the  more  afit  iSej  will 
be  to  disregard  jnstioe.  Our  policy  is  peftoeftd, 
and  the  cardinal  virtoe  of  R^ablican  Govem- 
meot  should  be  Justice.  Wh^ver  oompromita 
these,  Jeopardizes  not  cmly  the  h^pineaa  of  a 
free  pecmU,  but  the  character  of  their  GoTcm- 
ment.  I  wiU  say  nothing  in  answer  to  the  ar- 
gnmenta  for  this  political  misrion,  addressed  to 
our  cnpidi^  and  love  of  trade.  ETery  <»e 
knows  Uiat  no  oommeroial  treadet  oan  be  formed 
»,\  Panama.  That  power  ia  «q>re«*ly  reserred 
from  the  Oongreaa  m  th.«  treaties  between  those 
States;  besides,  we  have  oommerdal  treattea 
wHh  moat  of  the  States  already,  and  no  serions 
diffionltiee  exist  ih  making  others, 

Why  this  sntjeot  hat  b«en  tntrodnoed  I  know 
not,  milese  to  operate  npon  those  who  may  not 
have  the  means  of  detecting  its  fallacy.  I  re- 
eor  to  the  qnestion,  then,  Have  we  a  right,  or 
hare  we  not,  to  declare  oor  opinion  on  t' ' 
great  question  of  policy  t  If  we  have  no  « 
■titational  power  to  paa*  Utla  amendment 
eommit  an  act  of  usarpatirai ;  bat  if  we  hi 
the  power,  and  eonseqnently  theri^t,  those  who 
deny  it  endeavor,  by  artificia]  toib  and  nets,  to 
embarrass  the  f^  aeUberations  of  Uiis  Honse, 
and  are  goUty  of  a  flagrant  attempt  to  prostrate 
Ua  riiAts  and  power  at  the  foet  of  the  Exeea- 
tive  Department  of  the  Gorermnent.  One  w 
the  other  of  these  oonclosioiis  must  fbllow — we 
have  the  power  and  the  right,  or  we  have  it 
sot. 

I  will  not  stop  to  oonaider  the  form  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  nwd  for  this  pnrpoee, 
nor  to  examine  the  eonstitntional  objection  to 
this  amendment,  nrged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hassachasetts,  on  a«connt  of  ita  having  the 
words  "  being  nnderstood  "  at  the  bead  of  i1 
The  fear  of  my  vote's  "being  nndeTstood"  i 
BO  oUection  with  me.  It  is  for  Uiat  pnrpoee  I 
vote  for  the  amendment  We  propose  to  ' 
elare,  in  a  distinct  and  sqtarate  resolatiun, 
renoDtfol  terms,  the  seDtim«it«  of  this  Honse, 
aau,  m  we  believe,  of  thia  nation,  <m.  a  great 


anl^ect  of  national  polioy,  whidi  ia  ^so,  as  hai 


met,  not  by  a  denial  of  the  trotii  of  its  propori- 
titms,  hut  by  Uie  assertion  that  It  b  aniufrtnge- 
meot  npon,  an  invason  oC  tlM  Exeoative  pre- 
Ttwatives  I  Have  I  not  Mown  that  this  doc- 
btue  it  whtd^  muonnd  t  Bnt  I  will  appieal  to 
Ute  opinion  of  the  Preddent  himself,  who,  I  am 
sore,  wonld  not  venture  to  advance  the  doo- 
trinee  we  have  heard  on  this  floor.  I  am 
bonnd  to  believe,  from  the  eviduiee  contained 
in  his  Message,  that  he  thought  we  on^t  to 
expnas  onr  <^nion,  not  <»ily  to  general,  bnt  in 
detail ;  beoanae  I  mnst  believe  that  he  meant  to 
act  candidly  and  fiurly  with  aa,  when  he  aal^ 
miUed  thb  whole  snbject  to  the  "  free  determi- 
nation "of  the  Hooae  of  B^treaentatives;  t&at, 
in  hia  Gommnnieation,  he  meant  to  address  thia 
Bonse  as  a  digidfled  statesman  wonld  olwaT* 
addreia  a  eo-wdinate  tvanch  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  he  was  connected.  I  think 
it  derogatory  to  hia  character  to  snppose  tliat 
he  intended  we  should  decide  in  the  grow  for 
or  against  this  measure,  without  rrference  to 
its  details. 

What  Wonld  be  the  incontrovertible  infer- 
ence, onder  theee  ciroiunstances,  if  an  over* 
whelming  majority  of  this  Honse  shall  negative 
this  proposition,  after  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  sDbmitted  thts  matter  to  ns?  Wonld  he 
not  have  a  right  to  believe — wonld  not  the 
nation  and  the  world  think — that  this  House 
were  in  f^vor  of  eompromlting  the  ftatnre  neu- 
trality of  the  conntry }  Every  man  of  common 
sense  would  so  understand  IL  Gentlemen  may 
rest  as  well  aa  they  can  upon  their  nice  wire- 
drawn diatinctions ;  tbe  people  of  thia  conntrr 
will  not  look  to  these ;  they  will  always  look 
to  BUbatance  when  they  want  -  *  * 
acta,  and  this  la  the  only  way  ii 
J"  ■        ■   ■ 
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of  them.    They  will  find  o 


the  Journal  dther  in  fkvor  of  or 
against  a  policy  which  is  iateoded  to  commit 
onr  ftiture  neutrality.  With  them,  too,  we  shall 
find  that  forms  are  nothing,  substance  every 
thing;  and  gentlemen  who  incline  to  vote 
agunet  tbe  amendment  ouacoonntof  form,  will 
do  well  to  reflect  upon  tbe  position  they  will 
be  placed  in.  These  records  may  rise  in  ju^- 
ment  aomnst  them,  and  the  time  may  coma 
when  the  enteoel^nents  we  are  now  about  to 
commence  will  mdoce  oar  posterity  to  look 
back  iuto  them,  and  p<dnt  with  scorn  to  tbe 
names  of  the  men  who  first  sanctioned  this 
scheme  of  a  political  connection  with  foreign 
counbies.  loe  President  will  stand  ja^ified 
— it  will  be  seen  that  he  sobmitted  the  whole 

Siestion  for  the  "  free  determination  "  of  the 
onse  of  Representmtves,,  Whether  right  or 
wrong,  he  consulted  both  branches  of  Congress^ 
and  £ey  not  only  sonctiotted  the  measure,  but 
nc^tived  a  declaration  that  we  ought  to  pur* 
sue  onr  old  policy  of  avoiding  entangling  alU- 
anoea.  It  vnll  be  no  excuse  to  say  tiiat  thia 
thing  was  done  beoanae  membera  tboi^t  it  in- 
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delicate  to  expreea  anj  opinloD ;  and,  in  order 
to  justify  tbemselvea,  constraed  the  President's 
Veesage  to  mean  what  he  never  inteaded,  and 
b.  oontradiction  to  its  most  obfions  imporL  I 
would  ni^  gentlemsQ  to  guard  with  JealoOB 
eantioa  ever;  ^paannoe  of  departnre  from  a 

KlioT  K>  deeDlj  interestdDg  and  vital  to  the 
ppiness  of  tJiis  nation.  Tbii  ie  not  all,  or ; 
tiie  poUcT'  now  proposed  Is  in  direct  oppoaition 
.to  tse  admoniUoDB  and  farewell  advice  of  the 
most  illnatriona  man  tiiat  ever  lived.  His  ad- 
Tioe  I  would  aliooM  admit  to  be  coQclnsive 
witii  me  in  all  caeee.  He  had  vast  and  com- 
prehensive viewa  of  thelnterestBOf  hisGoontrj, 
■ud  his  heart  bad  scarce  a  throb  bnt  for  her 
prosperitj-  I  would  think  mjself  ver;  safe  In 
adopting  his  farewell  advice  for  mj  political 
ffible ;  and  to  aet  upon  faith  on  it,  without  ap- 
peal. Th^  great  man  perfectly  nnderatood  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  formin{;  political  connec- 
tlotia  and  aUiancea  with  foreign  nations,  and 
how  eBHy  it  was,  br  an  entanglement  with  one 
nation,  to  excite  the  hoatUtt;  and  Jealousy  of 
otheTB.  He  clearly  foresaw  that  snch  connec- 
tions could  easly  involve  the  nation  in  war, 
even  without  the  consent  of  its  Qovemment  or 
the  people.  A  pledge  thus  given  oommits  the 
pnblic  &itli,  and  the  occasion  might  happen  in 
which  there  wonld  be  no  choice  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, bat  to  violate  the  faith  of  the  notion, 
or  go  to  war.  The  highest  respcouibility  de- 
volved upon  Oongress  is  the  power  to  declare 
war ;  bnt  every  purpose  of  the  oonetitnUon  is 
defeated,  if  we  are  involved  in  war  bv  a  pledge 
of  fsith  or  trea^  of  alliance,  in  which  Oon- 
greae  has  not  been  conenlted.  Bnt  we  are  told 
the  measores  to  be  nq^tiated  at  Panama  can- 
not ponibly  involve  ns  in  war,  I  pnt  it  to  the 
esDoor  of  every  member  who  bears  me,  whether 
this  asBomption  is  not  wholly  nnfbnndedt 
Vby  ie  it  proposed  to  make  a  "Joint  declara- 
tion "  that  no  Enropean  nation  Bhall  interfere 
hetireen  Spain  and  the  South  Amerioan  Ststfist 
Why  is  it  proposed  to  stipolate  with  the  8onth 
Atnerican  Governments  that  we  will  not  per- 
mit colonization  on  onr  territory  t  Is  it  empty 
wind,  or  do  we  intend  to  fulfil  what  we  prom- 
ise t  If  we  do,  and  the  ease  occnrs,  we  mast 
»  to  war,  without  bring  left  free  t«  Judge  of 
uie  exigency,  or  we  mast  violate  onr  national 
bitb.  These  conmderations  prove  ai  well  the 
ririit  as  the  expediency  of  declaring  what  we 
b^eve  to  be  the  tme  policy  of  the  conntry.  It 
ia  therefore  onr  most  solemn  duty  to  declare 
ear  opinion,  whatever  it  may  be ;  and  any  at- 
tenipt  to  prevent  the  fnlGlment  of  that  duty, 
b?  nice  Iwr-rolitting  technicBlities,  and  aach 
coaatitathRud  oiffieoMea  as  we  have  heard  ad- 
vanced, I  cannot  bat  conuder  as  a  most  fla- 
grant attempt  toprostrate  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  this  Honse,  at  the  feet  of  Ezeoative 
power.  These  doctrines  were  not  tanght  in 
tbe  old  Kepablican  school,  and  I  trost  they 
will  sever  oe  cnrrent  in  onr  conntry.  They 
Bot  only  nndermine  the  fonndation  of  onr  sys- 
tan,  bat  titej  txtao  palpably.  Incfmslatent,  that 


some  other  conBideration  than  their  intrinaie 
merit,  must  be  necessary  to  indnce  sny  one  to 
adopt  them.  We  may  declare  to  the  I^^udent 
that  he  shall  make  peace.  We  may  declare 
that  any  treaty,  when  made,  ought  to  be  abro- 
gated ;  and  we  may  refuse  to  carry  on  war. 
All  theae  most  important  powers,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  fraught  with  snch  haziudoue  oonee- 
quences,  cannot  be  denied  to  na ;  but  we  are 
gravely  told  that  we  violate  the  constitution,  if 
we  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  any  on* 
of  these  snbjects.  After  the  danger  has  occnr- 
red,  we  may  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil,  bnt  we 
mnst  not  give  an  opinion  by  way  of  a  prevM-' 
tive  I  Oan  any  thing  be  more  abaord  t  On  the 
contrary,  I  maintain,  that  the  true  theory  (tf 
OUT  Gkivemraent  requires,  on  all  great  and  mo- 
mentous qoestions,  that  there  should  be  some 
previous  sanction  of  all  the  branches,  in  order 
to  secure  its  harmonious  operation — not  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  some  gentlemen  In  tbli 
case,  bnt  by  a  "  free  determination  "  upon  the 
whole  merits  of  the  measure.  We  have  had 
indeed  the  semblance  of  free  deliberations  prof- 
fered to  ua  in  this  case,  but  nothing  more.  Ao- 
cording  to  the  doctrines  laid  down  here,  it  baa 
in  foot  heaa  more  like  a  snare  laid  for  tm, 
(whether  so  intended  or  not,)  than  any  thing  else. 

The  Preiddent  sends  a  proportion,  inviting 
onr  free  determination  upon, it ;  and  when  we 
are  about  to  eipress  onr  opinion  as  tothemeaa- 
ures  he  proposes,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold, 
by  his  most  confidential  frdends  in  this  House, 
and  told  that  we  must  not  look  into  the  detoila 
of  this  measure ;  we  must  not  even  look  into 
the  documents  he  has  sent  ns  for  the  evidence 
of  his  intentions ;  we  must  oonrider  the  whole 
project  in  gross,  and  have  full  confidence  in  the 
Executive  discretion ;  and  that  we  will  violet* 
the  conaUtutlon,  if  we  enreas  any  opinion  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  our  Gommitt«e  of  Foreign 
Belationa.  This  is  not  all.  We  may  consider 
the  propriety  of  making  the  appropriation,  bnt 
subject  to  tlie  "  moral  obligation  "  of  voting 
the  snppliee  to  carry  iato  effect  whatever  the 
President  and  Senate  may  conatitutionally  do  I 

If  this  is  "  free  determination,"  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  it.  Such  may  be  the  appearance 
on  the  jonrnals,  but  it  cauiot  be  real  \  the  wbola 
tendency  of  such  doctrines  is,  to  make  the  Ez- 
ecntivB  power  absolute,  and  prostrate  this 
House  at  its  feeL  The  President  may  discuss 
hia  meaaures  before  ns,  onr  committees  may 
discuss  them,  and  make  long  detailed  reports 
upon  all  the  topics  suggested  by  the  President, 
and  express  their  opinions  on  each,  but  thia 
House  must  not  speak,  unlesa  It  be  in  an  afBrm- 
ative  response  to  the  Executive  edict.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  so  much  xea)  in  support  of  what  I 
consider  a  repudiated  doctrine,  on  .Executive 
confidence,  and  especially  frvm  my  colleague 
who  spoke  on  a  fbrmer  occasion,  (Mr.  Wmtrs,) 
for  whose  sound  republican  principles,  and  for 
whom,  personally,  I  have  very  great  re^peet 
He,  sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  asked  if  we 
"woqld    appose    the    President   wooM  do 
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an  eipreaaion,  he  onlf  roesnt  that  t,  reasonable 
coDfidenoe  mnat  be  repoud  in  each  depart- 
ment that  it  will  do  its  dot;  within  its  aphere ; 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  ezprew  any  idea  of  a 
special  confidence  in  pnblio  men.]  tfr.  I.  ob- 
served, I  am  happy  to  bear  the  explanation  of 
my  ooUea^e ;  aa  iho  remark  is  now  qualified, 
there  is  little  difibrenoe  between  lu  on  that 
point  The  expression,  as  I  have  stated  it, 
vas  used,  thongh  I  hare  no  doubt  it  was  a 
mere  slip  of  the  ton^e ;  it  only  serves  how- 
ever to  show  the  dimger  of  Buataining  ar^- 
ments  fundamentally  erroneons.  If  my  col- 
league had  not  been  on  the  brink  of  the  preci- 
pice, he  would  not  have  fallen  in.  I  am  glad 
to  bear  him  disavow  the  priuoiptea  to  which 
inch  dootrinee  lead. 

Man  is  not  obaneed,  lir.  Ohairmsn,  by  time 
or  plooe :  he  is  Btul  the  creature  of  education 
and  of  habit.  Bemove  the  means  of  ednoation, 
and  in  a  single  age  the  whole  hunura  race 
wonld  sink  into  savage  ignorance.  Principles 
alone  can  control  and  fix  his  habits.  Principles 
are  every  thing  in  politics.  I  would,  without 
claiming  any  other  right  to  offer  advice  to  my 
yonnger  friends  than  that  which  I  may  derive 
from  some  more  experience,  warn  them  not  to 
adopt  priuciplea  in  any  case  tendmg  to  fix  er- 
roneons habits  of  thinking.  Principles  are 
every  thing  in  politics.  They  perform  for  man, 
in  the  politics!  world,  what  divine  iustjtations 
do  in  ethics ;  they  are  the  great  landmarks 
which  mast  gnide  us  inonrpaUiof  dnty;  these 
alone,  can  preserve  us  from  the  infinence  of 

rrsonal  feeUngs  or  political  bias.  Principles, 
say,  are  every  thing  in  guidlns  the  mind  to 
determine  snch  qaestions  as  this,  lu  which  they 
are  so  deeply  involved.  The  question  is  noth- 
ing, more  or  less,  than  whether  this  Honse,  the 
Kepresentatives  of  the  people,  shall  freely  exer- 
cise a  perfect  constitntiooal  right,  in  declaring 
their  opinion  on  the  great  interest  of  our  conn- 
try.  Suffer  this  ri^t  to  be  prostrated,  (for 
where  men  adopt  false  theories  for  a  parUonlar 
purpose,  they  are  apt  to  regard  tbem  after- 
wards as  true,)  I  say,  snffer  this  right  to  be 
prostrated  by  snch  doctrines  and  what  be- 
comes of  our  Oovernmentt  It  will  soon  sink 
into  despotism.  The  Eiecntive  will  is  every 
thing — Ttopnlar  will  nothing.    We  mnst  uipro- 

Sriate  the  people's  money,  whenever  the  Presi- 
ent  demands ;  and,  above  all,  we  must  not 
examine  into  our  foreign  sfTairs :  these  belong 
to  the  Eiecntive  prerogatives,  althongh  they 
may  afiect  onr  destinies  more  serionsly  than 
any  other  concerns  committed  to  onr  charge. 
Let  this  doctrine  be  finally  established,  and  we 
would  soon  have  a  Cromwell  to  turn  us  out  of 
doora,  whenever  we  might  heutate  to  obey  him. 


with  all  my  feeble  ability,  this  power  of  the 
nonse  as  a  sacred  trust  not  to  l>e  betrayed,  nor 
the  doty  muler  it  to  be  Tiolated  by  any  en- 
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oroacbments  whatever,  dther  tram  withont,  or 
the  more  fatal  encmacbinents  from  within. 
Mr.  Oburman,  it  is  no  less  a  violation  of  duty 
to  surrender  a  power  which  the  pnblio  good 
demands  that  we  should  exercise,  then  it  would 
be  to  usurp  a  power.  I  have  considered  this 
]>oint  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  discns- 
sioD,  and  have,  therefore,  dwelt  on  it  at  so 
mucdk  length.  In  myju^mentthe  right  ii  a 
perfect  constitutional  right,  and  ought  forever, 
to  be  asserted  and  mainb^ed  as  such. 

1  will  now  b^  leave  to  add  something  to 
what  has  been  so  much  better  said,  by  others, 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  misnon  to  Panama. 
Can  any  one  doubt,  who  has  read  the  docu- 
ments on  yonr  table,  that  a  political  conneo- 
tion  is  contemplated  with  uie  confederated 
Governments  of  Southern  America  different 
from  the  connection  we  have  had  with  any 
other  Government  since  the  French  treaty  <i 
1778 1  Is  not  this  a  new  position,  a  new 
epoch  In  the  history  of  onr  oonntry?  May 
it  not  lead  to  consequencea  which  none  can 
now  foresee  I  One  of  the  avowed  olgecta 
of  this  misdon,  is  to  enter  into  a  stipula- 
tion with  the  Govemmentfl  at  Panama,  that 
we  will  prevent  colonization  on  onr  own  terri- 
tories. I  would  appeal  to  every  member  (^  tiie 
committee  to  say  whether  this  Is  a  fit  subject 
to  go  abroad  to  make  stipulations  about}  Can 
we  not  take  care  of  our  int««sts  withoat  bind- 
ing ourselves  to  a  foreign  country  to  do  it  I 
Was  there  ever  such  an  itdiing  for  mingling  in 
the  affairs  of  foreign  coontriee  t  We  are  told, 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  injurious  treaty,  as  the 
Senato  will  have  to  ratiiy  before  it  bec»mea 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States.  This  may 
increase  the  security  in  this  case,  bnt  does  not 
relieve  us  from  onr  proper  responsibility. 
When  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  any  act,  I 
will  not  refrain  from  it  because  there  is  a 
probability  that  some  one  else  will  do  it :  but 
there  is  another  point  which  cannot  be  an- 
swered by  referring  the  responsibility  to  the 
Senate,  and  I  t>eg  de  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  this  Bulject.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  some  gentleman  who  may  Killow  me,  a 
precise  answer  on  this  point.  The  President 
proposes,  in  his  Message  commimicated  to  this 
Honse,  to  entor  into  a  "joint  declaration  "  by 
the  PlenipotentiBTtes  of  this  Government,  and 
the  deputies  of  the  confederated  Govermnenti 
of  South  America  at  Panama.  A  ioint  decla- 
ration is  to  be  mode  in  relation  to  tne  qnestion 
of  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  with  the  Governments  of 
Southern  America.  And  what  is  a  joint  dec- 
laration f  Does  this  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  power)  The  President  and  Senate 
may  moke  treaties,  bnt  where  do  we  find  any 
power  given  to  the  President  to  authorize 
the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  to  do  any 
thing  (much  lose  commit  the  ftitnre  nentrality 
of  this  country)  by  any  pledge  or  declaratitm, 
or  manifesto  in  connection  with  a  fbrdgn  Gov- 
ernment, except  by  treaty  ?    Shall  we  be  told 
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that  this  dedanlJon  will  be  iubmitted  to  th« 
SeuUe  for  Uidr  ntificoUon  t  Or  is  it  to  be 
■abmitted  to  Oongrora  for  M>me  enaetment )  IT 
it  were,  it  noold  no  doubt  come  with  die  nsnal 
enUnglemeata  which  have  been  oontriTed  to 
sustain  Executive  power,  viz :  The  pledge  of 
the  pnbUo  futb,  Ac.,  and  moral  obligation  to 
ledeem.  Bat  it  is  not  intended  to  come  back 
tor  ratification ;  and  oan,  therefore,  be  consid- 
ered in  no  other  light  than  as  a  palpable  aaA 
flagrant  nHmp&tion  of  power ;  becsiiae  we  can- 
not find  in  the  oonstitation  an;  anthority  given 
to  the  Exeontive  to  enter  into  a  connection 
with  for^gn  powers,  b;  "joint  declaration." 
Either  of  the  branchea  of  this  GoTemment 
might,  with  piopnet;,  declare  its  opinion  on 
aaj  subject  of  fbrngn  policj.  Bach  a  deolarBi- 
tuHi  would,  like  oar  Mtaotment  of  lawn,  be 
within  oar  own  controL  Bat  assodate  with 
one  or  more  foreign  powys  in  a  declaration  of 
the  Idnd  propos^  and  it  assDrnw  a  very  dif- 
ferent character.  It  would  be  a  pledge — noth- 
ing less  than  a  pledge ;  binding,  if  coDBtitii' 
tiooallj  made,  the  honor  and  faith  of  tbU  na- 
tion ;  and  would,  if  any  case  within  its  possi- 
ble contemplation  ahonld  ariBe,  come  back  npon 
us  with  all  the  force  of  moral  obligation  to  re- 
deem it.  It  has  been  said  in  tliis  debate,  that 
"when  nations  speak,  th^j  mean  something." 
This  is  certainly  tjne,  and  whatever  70a  would 
say  in  a  "Joint  declaration,"  snoh  as  is  pro- 
pMed,  700  would  mean  to  aasert  and  maintain. 
But  if  the  President  had  power  to  make  a 
pledge  in  that  form,  it  is  the  worst  form  which 
the  proposed  political  connection  with  the 
Santhem  American  Govemments  could  as- 
Sinne.  It  is  insidious  in  its  commencement, 
and  contains  within  it  a  poison  that,  however 
alow  in  its  progress,  must,  if  attempted,  endan- 
ger the  vital  interests  of  onr  conntrj. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  can  be  s^d  in 
defence  of  this  part  of  the  scheme  at  Panama. 
ICr.  Chairman,  we  ought  to  be  aware  of  such 
pledges.  Have  we  not  already  seen  the  use 
wlu^  has  been  made  of  the  Message  of  the 
lata  President  in  onr  negotiations .  abroad  I 
Altiioogh  it  was  a  deolaratioa  anconnected 
with  any  foreign  nation,  and  oil  its  purposes 
completely  within  our  own  control,  yet  it  has 
been  naed  by  onr  Uinister  at  Veiioo  as  a 
pledge,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  has  been  anthor- 
ised  Bo  to  use  it  by  the  Department  of  State, 
by  which  it  is  distinctly  spoken  of  as  a  pledge, 
and  urged  as  a  reason  for  insisting  upon  com- 
mercial privile^  from  Mexico.  It  is  even 
probable  that,  in  pursuance  of  these  represen- 
tations, we  have  now  a  commercial  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  that  Government,  actually,  if  not 
uterolly,  apon  the  basis  of  this  pledge.  If  such 
a  declaration  as  that  mode  by  Mr.  Monroe  can 
thns  be  interwoven  with  and  nsed  as  a  pledge 
in  onr  foreign  negotiations,  what  would  be  the 
diaracter  of  the  pledge  whicli  might  be  made 
at  »  Congress  compraed  of  Plenipotentiaries 
from  aeven  or  eight  Goverumenta  1 

£^jeot  the  amendment  under  oonmSeration, 
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ud  sanction  this  .purpose  now,  and  whatever 
the  consequences  may  be,  will  yon  not  be  told 
hereafter  that  the  project  was  submitted  to 
you,  and  received  your  sanction ;  that  you  have 
refused  to  qualify  it  when  the  question  wss 
distincUy  presented,  and  have  thereby  given  it 
a  form  and  character  which  it  conld  not  other* 
wise  have  had  f  According  to  my  oonstractioa 
of  the  Message  of  the  President,  he  has  acted 
fairly,  In  inviting  our  free  deliberation  on  this 
subject ;  and,  altnoogh  we  may  think  some  of 
the  purposes  he  has  in  view  to  be  erroneooa 
and  iigDrioas  to  the  oountry,  yet,  after  he  shall 
have  made  the  stipulations  which  he  has  told 
OS  be  intends  to  do,  we  should  be  much  at 
a  loss  for  an  excuse  to  reftise  our  ud  to 
carry  them  into  effect  The  President  would 
say,  I  Ud  the  whole  matter  before  you,  and 
yon  not  only  gave  it  sanction  generally,  but^ 
when  the  qnestioo  was  presented  whether  there 
should  be  any  qualification  of,  or  restraint 
upon,  the  measures  I  had  proposed,  you  de- 
clared by  yonr  vote  there  should  be  non&  and 
thereby  sanctioned  my  whole  porpoee  as  I  Idd 

it  before?        ^    •  -     

would  htui  .  , 

moral  obligation  we  have  heard  so  much  abou^ 

would  completely  conclude  us. 

Do  gentiemen  perceive  what  nets  are  spread 
for  usi  We  must  trust  every  thing  to  Execu- 
tive discretion ;  we  must  not  express  an  opin- 
bn,  even  when  asked ;  and  whenever  he,  bv 
his  Ministers,  shall  pledge  the  honor  and  faith 
of  this  nation,  by  treaty,  or  manifesto,  we,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom  are 
committed  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation,  ore 
bound  to  appropriate  without  inquiry.    Buch 


those  principles,  in  relation  to  our  foreign  [ 

icy,  which  I  am  sore  he  formerly  m^ntun . 

I  need  only  refer  to  the  discussion  upon  the 


resolution  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  u^ing 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  States,  before  they  were,  in 
fact,  independent,  and  to  the  argamenta  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  then  coinciding 
with  the  Department  of  State,  to  show  that  the 
opinion  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State  and  pree- 
ent  Secretary  of  State  were  direotiy  at  vananoe 
as  to  our  nentrsl  policy.  In  1818,  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  declared  io  a  speech  on  the 
floor  of  tills  House  that  the  United  States  would 
be  justified,  by  every  principle  of  public  law,  in 
embarking  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  her 
colonies ;  and  that  we  ought  to  embark  in  it. 
The  only  quolification  he  used,  was,  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  proper  understanding  first 
witii  other  powers.  This  was,  however,  only 
a  consideration  of  expediency,  and  could  not 
affect  the  question  of  right  to  embark  in  the 
war.  He  mast,  therefore,  be  oonndered  aa 
having  avowed  Uie  policy  of  embarking  in  tliot 
war.  I  have  not  the  speech  before  me,  and 
speak  of  it  only  from  memory.  It  la  many  yean 
stnoe^  but  I  oonnot  be  mistaken.    Oongreia 
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thought  diflbrentlj — the  Fremdent  thought 
difierentJj — snd  the  next  Adminiitratioii  btiTe 
pnrsoed  a  verj  different  polioj :  they  wonld  not 
even  recognize,  br  senmng  IGniBtera,  till  the 
8onth  American  Governments  were  olearly  in 
poewssion  of  the  anthoritj  in  those  States. 
And  this  policy,  no  donbt,  received  the  appro' 
bation  of  the  then  Becretsir  of  State,  (now 
Preaident  of  the  tJnited  Statee.)  Here,  then,  is 
a  qaeation  on  which  these  gentlemen  were  at 
iWDe.  The  present  Secretarr  of  State  was 
willing  to  go  to  war  in  1616  against  Spain. 
He  was,  of  oooree,  willing  to  incur  the  same 
ri^  in  1818,  when  he  introdnoed  his  reeolutioa 
to  recognize  the  independence  of  Bontb  America. 
Id  this  he  was  consistent:  I  disagreed  with  him 
then,  as  I  do  now.  Bnt  he  was  consistent — he 
always  wanted  to  have  something  more  to  do 
in  that  oonteat  than  the  AdministratioD,  or  ti>e 
House  of  Representstives,  or  the  people  of  this 
eoontrv  were  willing  to  indulge  nim  in.  The 
event  baa  shown  that  we,  and  also  the  Bonth 
American  States,  have  done  very  well  np<m  the 
nentrol  policy.  Thef  hare  achieved  their  in- 
dependence without  foreign  aid^and  we  have 
avoided  not  only  a  war  with  Spun,  bnt  we 
have  shown  to  the  world  that  we  will  not  oS- 
oionsly  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  other  nations. 
Ibis  Qovemment  chose  its  own  time  for  re- 
eognition;  after  the  most  deliberate  considera- 
tion, we  (leterroiued  to  acknowledge,  as  we 
have  always  done,  the  Government,  at  faeto, 
witbont  waiting  till  it  might  suit  the  stabbom 
character  of  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 

ridence  of  her  colonieo,  which  she  did  not  do 
relation  to  Holland  for  near  balf  a  centnry 
after  all  attempts  at  sntjugation  had  seemed 
fruitless. 

I  have  sdd  there  was  a  difference  of  oj^on 
between  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State, 
as  to  the  nentrsl  policy  of  this  country  in  rela- 
tion to  South  America;  and  the  different^  be- 
tween them  was  this:  the  former  was  willing 
to  recognize,  when  it  eonid  be  done  witbont 

e(t  cause  of  war  with  the  mother  ooontry — the 
ter  was  quite  willing,  if  not  anz^ns,  to  take 
part  in  that  war. 

We  have  been  almost  forbidden  to  look  into 
tbe  documents  on  oor  table  for  evidence  of 
tkota  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  but  I  will  take 
tiie  liberty  of  referring  to  a  paper  which  has 
not  been  Md  on  onr  tables.  It  is  an  article 
which  made  its  appearance  in  a  paper  that  was 
tiien  under  an  enmgement  to  have  the  patron- 
age of  the  State  Department,  and  which  now 
prints  the  laws  "by  authority."  This  article 
appeared,  when  all  was  qniet  in  this  country, 
on  the  subject  of  embarking  in  this  splendid 
scheme  of  a  mission  to  the  Confederated  As- 
sembly at  Panama.  It  is  remarkable,  too,  that 
this  article  appeared  abont  the  time  of  the  con- 
versation held  at  the  Department  of  State,  last 
Spring,  with  the  Uinisters  of  Colombia  and 
Hezioo,  on  the  soljject  of  onr  invitation  to  that 
OoDgrass.  This  article  is  evidently  written 
with  some  care,  and  presses  ita  purpose  with 
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both  ees]  and  ability,  throngfa  a  channel  de- 
voted to  the  State  Department,  and  not  very 
friendly  to  the  Prendent.  It  wonld  not  be 
preanmin^  mnch  npon  orednli^  to  suppose 
that  it  mi^t  have  passed  under  tbe  eye  of|  if 
it  bad  not  baen  wntteo  by  an  amannensis  vX, 
the  Secretary  of  State  himself.  What  is  itt 
After  adverting  to  acnne  fket  stated  in  a  South 
American  pq>w,  it  prooeeds  thna : 

"  It  hsa  been  BDnoonced  by  the  GoTEmtnent  of 
Colombia,  that  ■  Congresi  of  tbe  Btatts  of  South 
Ametlea  will  probably  meet  at  Panama  in  tbe 
course  of  the  present  year.  WEU  act  these  Doited 
States  be  represented  there  f  Will  we  lose  tbe  op- 
portonitj  of  eipresshig,  by  an  smbonador,  at  least, 
OUT  &ateni^  feelii^  towards  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  Continent  f 

"  Let  tbem  propose  to  ^  the  American  oatioili 
a  CMifederation.     Tbe  detuls  of  so  magnlAeent  a 


Ushment  of  a  constitution  something  like  our  own, 
by  vhicb  an  Aieopagas  or  Congress  should  watch 
ovec  the  raatoal  telaUons  of  the  CoofedcTated  Statea; 
and  vhioh  would  wield  the  force  of  the  Confederated 
States  in  defence  of  any  member  that  may  Im  at- 
tacked; such  are  tike  bases  whicb  would  insure  to 
OS  power  and  peaee,  and  secure  to  tbe  foander* 
praise  and  gratitude  from  posterity.  It  is  a  practt- 
cabls  plan  now.     We  have,  at  present,  no  confiiet- 

X Interests  with  one  another,  lie  proposed 
ae  is  intended  to  preveut  our  ever  hsTlng 
them  ;  or,  if  they  should  arise,  it  {oovides  for  tbeir 
amic^la  arrangement. 

"  It  ts  objected  that  foreign  nations  will  view  tbe 
confederation  with  Jealousy :  I  answer,  first,  it  wQl 
be  strong  enough  to  conctliste  the  good,  and  regard 
the  rage  of  onjust  men  with  indifference.  Treatits 
of  mere  alliance  have  not  hitherto  been  found  salB- 
cient ;  they  have  almost  always  terminated  in  dis- 
gust, and  haTe  been  broken.  Secoodly,  1  answer, 
that,  in  modem  times,  the  example  has  been  re- 
peatedly set  na.  The  Holf  Alliance  is  itself  an  ex- 
ample. The  Oermaoio  Confederation  as  it  wis,  and 
as  It  stands,  is  a  ease  in  pobt.  The  ConfederaUoo 
of  tbe  BbhM  another.  Tbe  former  union  of  tbe 
three  Crowns  of  En^and,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
uiotber ;  as  also  tbe  former,  and  perhaps  present 
ooikAlion  of  the  domiidons  of  tbe  eatpire  of  Amrlrta. 
The  Reptarohy  of  England,  and  neariy  aU  the  na* 
tions  of  Europe  in  the  dark  ages,  to  say  nothingaf 
the  Qreek  Confederation  in  ancient  times.  Tbs 
errors  of  these  examples  are  before  as,  to  wan  na 
against  their  repetition,  and  to  instruct  us  how  to 
organize  our  confederation. 

"This  scheme  of  a  general  Confbderation  of  tb« 
Americas  Is  sabmitted  to  the  public  as  a  means  of 
securing  power  abroad  and  peace  sod  happiness  st 
home.  Hamaiiity,  policy,  and  reason,  ci^  upon  us 
to  rivet  the  boncb  of  fraternal  sffection,  Ac.,  and  to 
guard,  with  a  sacred  vigilance,  agunst  the  rapture 
of  a  single  link.  A  confederation  alone  is  compe- 
tent to  fliis  duty.  Without  it  we  submit  lo  the  oi^ 
dinary  iate  of  other  nations  ;  jealonsy,  discord,  and 
war,  whenever  any  nation  thinks  itself  awong 
enough  to  wage  one  with  impunity." 

This  article,  of  which  I  have  read  only  an  ex- 
tract, finds  its  way  to  WashingtcHi.  It  no  donbt 
met  the  eye  of  the  Preddent^  who  must  have 
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b«eii  at  tbst  time  vtrj  raoofa  aUve  to  tliis  Bob- 
j«Gt.  This  ^endld  acheme  of  A  oonfedoratioii 
f»r  the  Amenoas  was  not  mitod  to  bis  tasto ; 
Mtil  be,  of  coarse,  would  hsTs  no  indtaatioo  to 
be  moved  Dpon,  even  bjr  bts  Secretary,  in  a 
matter  ot  tbat  kind.  Soon  after  tbe  article 
mi^e  its  appearance  in  Waihingbw,  we  find  it 
rnmUiahad,  "  V  reqaest,"  in  tlie  liatitmal  A- 
wiiffmetr,  with  the  comment  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read ; 

"  We  hare  Men  the  pnrpoaet  for  which  tbe  sttteC' 
HMtn  and  OoremmeBt  of  Goloinbiaare  said  to  desire 
to  h<rfd  a  CoDgreaa,  or  Amphlctjonio  OoanoU,  as  It 
Imb  been  called,  of  tbe  AKeriean  Qovenimeata,  to 
which  ft  is  minDiaed  that  the  United  Statea  have 
been,  or  aie  to  be,  iniited  to  tteeoma  a  part;.  We 
eaDDot  perndt  thit  propoeitioft  to  paai  withont  a  n- 
■aik,  leat  our  sileaee  might  be  takea  for  aMcnt  to 
it,  in  any  shape ;  or  even  for  IndiSereeoe  in  regard 
to  U,  M  ^  ae  this  naUon  is  embraced  in  it.  If  the 
pablic  Benliioent  be  In  accord  with  gun  on  this 
point,  we  shall  neTcr  send  a  RepresentatiTS  to  aoj 
Congreas  of  DatioDS,  whose  decisiaas  are  to  be  law 
for  tliiB  nation.  Oar  own  confederacy  insuree  the 
power  and  the  Rode  of  aeserUeg  onr  own  rights, 
and  Tindkatlag  our  wrongs. 

"  Bj  an  alliance  with  an  j  other  nadon  or  nations, 
It  li  obrioos  we  shall  not  strengUien  but  expose 
aanetrea.  We  ^onld  loee,  by  taj  such  alliance, 
the  independence  which  is  onr  beast,  for  what  is 
independence  bat  a  name,  if  the  qeestjon  of  peace, 
of  war,  Jkc,  are  to  be  determined  for  oa,  not  bj  the 
Congrosa  of  the  Doited  S4atea,  but  b;  a  stapendous 
confederacj,  in  wlkich  the  United  Slatee  hare  but  a 
eiagie  vote."  "  It  will  be  seen  that  we  condder  the 
proposed  confederation  as  intended  to  possess  the 
powers,  as  well  as  the  name  of  tbe  ancient  council 
of  Amphictyona,  having  power  to  cause  obedience 
to  its  decrees.  It  Is  iarely  not  necessary  to  urge 
ai^ucaeute  against  a  departure  from  that  cardinal 
priaeiple  in  our  fbreign  intercounM  which  distrusts 
and  rejects  alliances  with  foreign  nations  for  any 
{•vpeee."  "S*«i;  one  will  see  at  a  glance  the  vi- 
tal  otgeetloiia  there  are  to  tills  Government's  conp- 
Sng  its  dwtiniea  with  tboee  of  any  other  peo^de  on 

"  The  Ami^ctyoua  of  Glieeae  were  a  body  neoea- 
Miy  pMhaps  in  that  age,  among  other  objects  to 
keep  alive  religions  institutions,  and  to  protect  its 
oracles.  We  nave  no  sacred  wars  to  wage,  nor  oc- 
aaaon  for  a  Holy  Alliance  to  protect  ei£erour  re- 
Bgious  or  onr  political  rights.  It  is  no  reason,  be- 
canse  rech  a  measure  hss  found  favor  among  the 
aationa  of  Europe,  that  it  should  be  resorted  to  by 
the  nations  of  Amerioa." 

"  We  liaTe  qwken  of  the  proposed  Congress  of 
Aawihian  QoeemiaeBtB  ss  of  a  confederacy  of  those 
aaliona.  1^  however,  nothing  more  be  meant  than 
a  conference  of  Hintaten,  Jm.,  to  consult  upon  what 
(be  intcreeta  of  the  whole  may  seeni  to  require,  we 
do  net  know  that  we  should  see  any  other  objeo- 
tion  to  it,  tlian  that  it  eaa  be  prodnotire  of  notlung 
benefioiaL  If  such  a  conference  were  proposed, 
perhapa  mere  courtesy  might  induce  an  assent  to  it 
on  the  part  of  this  OoverDment,  were  It  only  to  as- 
sert  tbe  doctrine  that,  in  becoming  independent  of 
tbe  Metropolitan  Governments,  tbe  Qovernmeuta  of 
America  <Higbt  not,  and,  as  far  as  respects  this  peo- 


dalphla  Jfwfnis,  we  enter  oar  decided  {Motest,  We 
want  net  hia  Areopagus,  any  more  than  we  do  the 
Amphktjons.  For  onr  Areopagus,  we  are  satisBed 
with  oar  beneh  of  judges ;  and,  for  onr  Council  of 
Amphictyons,  we  chooee  onr  Congress.  We  desire, 
!n  flue,  to  l>e  members  of  no  confederation  but  thai 
of  the  United  Sules." 

It  ii  apparent,  at  a  sin^e  glance,  that  this 
paper  was  written  by  some  person  who  had 
reneoted  maturely  on  tbe  subject.  It  was  done 
when  this  nation  was  not  dTeaming  of  any 
schemes  being  on  foot  to  entangle  oar  destinies 
with  Sonth  America  at  Panama.  I  would 
appeal  to  every  one  who  has  paid  tbe  least  at- 
tention to  the  style  of  a  distingnished  ftmction- 
sry  of  this  Qovemment,  whether  he  does  not 
perceive  a  moat  striking  reeemblonce  to  it  in 
the  style  of  this  paper.  Mr.  Ohurman,  it  was 
written  by  no  every-d^  scribbler.  If,  after  t 
oomparJson,  any  one  shsll  donbt,  I  will  <Mily 
say  he  is  more  sceptical  in  his  disposition  thni 
I  will  acknowledge  myeelf  to  be,  I  will  not 
conceal  my  belief  as  to  the  aathorabip  of  tbe 
two  papere :  so  tax,  at  least,  as  to  declare  that 
I  am  convinced  that  in  tbe  Philodephia  paper 
was  written  nnder  the  eye  of  the  Seereluy  of 
State,  and  that  In  the  National  InUUigmear 
mider  the  eye,  if  not  by  the  pen,  of  the  Pred^ 
dent  himself.  I  pfetend  not  to  have  any  other 
eridenoe  of  this  fact  than  what  will  be  found 
in  the  articlea,  the  circnmstance  of  their  ap- 
pearance,  and  the  known  opinion  of  these  two 
gentlemen  on  the  stibject  discussed  in  tbe 
papers ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  be  snspeoted  of 
having  betrayed  any  confldence  in  relation  to 
any  supposed  knowledge  of  their  aathorship. 
I  will  only  add,  that  the  lost  contains  mor« 
mmkI  sense,  upon  a  subject  somewhat  intricate, 
tiian  I  have  ever  seen  comprised  in  so  small  a 
space.  It  Is,  in  my  Judgment,  one  of  tbe  ablest 
papers  that  I  ever  pnt  my  eye  upon.  If  I  am 
correct  in  my  supposition  as  to  me  authorablp, 
these  two  papers  will  give  tis  the  free  and  un- 
trammelled opinions  of  tbe  two  statesmen  at 
the  bead  of  the  Ezecntive  Department  of  th« 
Government  at  that  time.  These  opinions  are 
not  more  opposite  than  they  were  known  lon^ 
since  to  have  been,  in  regard  to  our  connection 
with  Sonth  America ;  bat  here  they  are  pr»- 
Bent«d  in  distinct  and  nndisgntsed  ocdors,  olttriy 
exhibited  and  easy  to  be  nnderstood.  Tha 
Secretary  is  for  a  mamiifloeat  scheme  of  oon- 
federation  of  the  Americas  in  the  grand  aseeni< 
biy  at  Panama.  "Treaties  of  mere  alliance  will 
not  do."  Then  he  rans  over  the  examples  of 
grand  Congresses  in  modem  times :  at  tbe  head 
of  these  is  the  "  Holy  Alliance  "  of  the  Enro- 
pean  continent  I  Excellent  example  I  And  at 
tbe  tail,  the  heptarchy  of  England !  "  Tbe  er* 
rora  of  these  examples,"  says  he,  "  are  before  us, 
to  warn  ns  against  their  repetition,  and  to  in- 
struct us  how  to  oi^anlze  onr  confederation." 
But  we  find  the  President  protesting,  In  thtf 
most  decided  terms,  against  Ibe  magnifioent 
scheme  of  the  Secretikry,  They  ap^ar  to  have 
been,  in  fact,  as  oppoe^aathfl  Antipodean  W« 
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ghall  piesenUj  see  how  the^  are  bronght  to- 
gether. The  fint  moTement  made  bj  the 
Becretoiy  was  hU  converution  with  Mr.  Ohro- 
gon  and  Ur.  SakEsr,  which,  he  carefuUj  tells 
OS,  was  held,  at  their  inatanoe,  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  The  leanlt  of  this  verbal  oon- 
fereace  ia  to  procure  a  tort  of  inTitatioD,  or, 
ratiier,  an  inqairy,  whether  it  would  be  agreea- 
ble to  the  United  States  to  be  invited.  The 
SeoretBTj  received  it  with  great  oomplaisance, 
bnt  somewhat  cojish,  no  donbt.  He  reports 
the  matter  to  the  Preadent,  who  deurea  to 
know  the  "  ol^jeota  of  the  Congreaa  and  its  mode 
of  orgaDizati<Mi  and  action ;  "  and,  if  theae  pre- 
liminaiy  matters  ooold  be  amuged,  the  Preai- 
deut  was  willing  to  send  Uinisters  to  Panama. 
The  answer  of  the  Pre^dent  was  oommnnicated 
to  Ur.  Obre^n  and  itr.  Balacar  verbaUf,  (I 
ooold  wish  It  had  been  in  writing,  and  then 
there  conld  have  been  no  mistales  or  miaan- 
deratandiuga  abont  it.)  Theae  freoUeraen  write 
home  to  their  Governments,  ana,  on  the  2d  and 
Sd  of  November,  tbej  inform  the  Secretarj 
of  State  of  having  received  farther  instruction 
to  give  na  an  invitation  to  the  Consreas.  Mr. 
Baluar  informs  bim  of  the  oljjecta  wni'oh  it  was 
expected  we  woold  take  a  part  in  the  consid- 
eration of:  bnt  he  says  not  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "  organization  add  mode  of  action  " 
of  tiie  CongreeB,  not  laj  more  than  if  it  had 
never  been  preaented  to  his  attention.  He 
■eems  to  understand  that,  if  the  Pre«dent  ap- 
proved of  the  enbjeota  to  be  disonaaed,  he 
woold  send  a  Wnister  to  represent  the  Dnited 
States  at  the  Congress ;  no  other  condition  is 
adverted  to  npon  which  the  invitation  waa  ao- 
oepted. 

Mr.  Obregon  seems  to  have  onderstood  this 
verbal  oommnniootion  of  the  Seoretarf  some- 
what differently,  via :  That  the  only  condition 
of  oor  acceptance  was,  "that  onr  neotrslity 
with  Spain  ahonld  not  I>e  violated,  and  that  the 
I^wdent  ahonld  be  informed  of  the  affairs 
with  which  the  Oongress  was  to  be  occnpied, 
and  of  the  onifonnity  of  the  credentials  or  an- 
thorixation  of  the  reapeotive  Representatives :  " 
— now  the  condition  required  by  the  President 
waij  that  the  preliminary  points,  inclnding  the 
mode  of  organization  and  action,  "  shomd  be 
■atis&otorily  arranged,"  and  not,  as  Mr.  Obre- 
gon snppoaes,  that  he  ahoold  merely  be  in- 
nHtned  of  them.  There  is  an  evident  misnn- 
derstanding  between  them.  Mr,  Obregon  does 
Dot  even  seem  to  know  the  conditions  required 
\>j  the  President :  for  he  doea  not  advert  to 
them  at  oU ;  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Salazar  aays  a 
word  aboot  "  the  mode  of  orosnixation  and  ac- 
tion," In  the  CoDgreaa,  nor  afford  any  evidence 
that  Biioh  an  inqoirj  had  been  made  by  the 
Becretory  of  Slate.  Nor  do  we  yet  know  any 
thing  on  that  snbject ;  although  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  body  most  determine  whether  it  is 
a  confederation  or  a  diplomatic  conncil.  We 
■re,  to  this  moment  wholly  in  the  dark  on  this 
important  point,  whether  it  acta  by  the  com- 
uoo  will  of  a  m^oritf,  or  two-Uurda,  or  three- 


fourtha,  ot  whether  Dnaaimi^  ia  reqnired. 
This  waa  evidentiy  a  serions  difficulty ;  but  no 
explanation  had  arrived  on  the  third  of  No- 
vember,  and  there  was  no  tjme  to  be  \(mL 
But  this  difficulty  was  got  over  in  some  w^. 
After  deliberating  twenty-seven  days,  the  Prtn- 
dent  agreed  to  waive  ulbk  ol^jections  to  the 
wgaaizotian  of  an  Areop^oa,  or  Amphicty<Mde 
le^ne,  and  determinea  to  oonsider  the  assem- 
bly as  merely  "  consnltotive  "  in  the  first  in- 
stance. (I  r^ret  this  qnaMcation.  If  be 
shotdd  ad^t  the  instmctionB  of  our  Minuiten 
to  such  a  body,  and  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a 
oonfbderated  body,  acting  by  a  common  wil^ 
voting  by  a  migority,  or  two-thirda,  iic.,  what 
wiU  he  then  do  1  Will  be  aeod  the  Ministers 
into  the  assembly,  and  suffer  the  interests  of 
this  people  to  be  voted  open  by  a  foreign  Gon- 
greset)  This  Is  the  President's  first  waiver 
in  this  oonteat  with  his  Secretory.  Now  let  ns 
see  what  advance  the  Secretary  makes  to  meet 
him.  He  has  apparently  waived  his  mggniS- 
ceot  scheme  of  "confederating  the  Americans," 
and  is  content  to  make  some  treaty-stipolv 
tions:  and  what  ore  these  I  Mere  entering 
wedges  t  Tes,  air,  I  beg  attention  to  the 
words,  mere  entering  wedges,  to  open  the 
way  by  degrees  for  fntnre  operations.  I  want 
to  see  no  snoh  entering  wed^  in  the  bands  of 
a  man  who  combines  so  much  of  qualities 
rarely  combined,  vie  temerity  and  persever- 
ance. Bnt  the  President  does  not  consent, 
after  the  debates  in  the  Senate,  to  make  treaty 
stipnlations,  involving  oor  neutrality.  Tbey 
finally  agree,  however,  to  propose  a  stipulattoD 
that  eadi  conntry  will  defend  its  own  terri- 
tory from  foreign  oolonixatiou,  and  to  make  a 
Joint  declaration  abont  European  interference  in 
the  offurs  of  Sooth  America.  This,  it  was  sup- 
posed, conld  do  no  harm ;  and  here  these  two 
very  distingnished  statesmen  have  come  to- 
gether, and  this  is  what  we  are  called  npon  to 
spend  1100,000  of  the  public  money  for,  to 
order  to  make  oor  appevonce  at  the  splendid 
Oongress  at  Panama. 

The  President  seems  to  think  he  has  rendered 
the  measure  harmless,  snd  the  Secretary  is 
satisfied  with  having  secilred  his  entering 
wedges.  But  there  is  one  point  to  which  I 
beg  the  attention  of  the  committee,  because  it 
is  yet  nnaettied.  The  President,  in  every  cchd- 
munication  on  the  subject,  promises  not  to 
"  commit  onr  neutrality ;  "  when  the  Secretary 
speaks  on  this  snbject,  he  always  uses  tba 
words  "  present  neotrality."  Now,  we  know 
that  a  etipolation  of  alliance,  offenuve  and  de- 
fensive, to  take  effect  in  any  ftitore  strugrie, 
woold  not  commit  onr  present  neutrality ;  Bnt 
It  might  commit,  most  dangeroosly,  our  future 
neutrslilj.  There  is,  then,  a  difference  between 
the  two  expressions,  which  ia  intended  te  mean 
something. 

I  have  s(dd  that  the  documents  do  not  show 
any  evidence  of  entire  reconciliation  on  this 
point.  Now  let  uB  see  who  has  gained  lus 
pmnt.    The  Beocetarjr  offltote  writes  a  cirenlir 
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to  Kewrs.  Salasv,  Obregon,  snd  Canas,  Infonu- 
iog  them  of  the  acoepbuiee  of  the  iuTitation, 
upon  the  termB,  and  for  iho  pnrposee  propoRW 
hf  them,  in  the  rollowing  wotAb:  "He  (the 
President)  haa  therefore  resolved,  ahoold  the 
Senftte  give  their  advice  and  cooseot,  to  send 
OommisBionera  to  the  Congress  at  PaDama. 
Whilst  thev  will  not  be  anthorized  to  eater 
upon  any  deliberatioD,  or  oonoor  in  aoj  acta, 
iDOHtnatant  with  the  pr«MDt  neutral  pontion 
itf  the  1Tott«d  States,  and  its  obllgaUont,  tb«r 
will  be  A1II7  «apowered  and  instmeted  upon 
all  qoeationa  likely  to  arise  in  the  Oongreas, 
OD  the  subjects  in  whioh  the  nations  of  AmeriM 
have  a  cMmnon  interest." 
This  is  a  letter  porpordng  to  hare   been 


M),  I  know  not;  but  it  is  a  formal  declaratdon 
of  the  positaoit  onr  Ministers  are  to  assame  at 
the  Congress,  and  a  copj  of  it  is,  b«fore  this 
time,  with  the  Oovemmenta  of  Ueiico,  Colom- 
bia, and  Onatenisla.  It  contains  no  reservation 
•■  to  objeetB  affecting  onr  fbtnre  nentralit^ ; 
and  I  take  it  for  granted,  from  this  matenal 
&et,  and  from  every  thing  on  that  subject, 
throaghoat  the  whole  doonments.  that  it  is 
intended  to  adopt  meamres  whioh  may,  and 
probably  will,  afieot  the  fatnie  nentral  relations 
of  this  oonntry.  Now,  if  the  case  was  present- 
ed for  my  solemn  determinatjon  at  this  moment, 
I  wonld  rather  commit  the  pr«eent  nentrality 
tf  this  nation,  by  immediately  embarking  in 
the  war  between  Spain  and  8onth  America, 
than  to  form  any  entangling  alliance,  or  sUpala- 
tion,  which  would  oblige  as  to  embark  in  war 
hereafter,  the  merits  of  which  I  conld  not 
now  determine  on.  Before  I  wonld  consent  to 
ftedge  this  eoontry  in  any  war,  even  of  our 
own,  I  wonld  be  snre  that  we  had  jnstioe  on 
oar  nde ;  and  bow  mooh  lesa  willing  should  we 
be  to  commit  onrselves  in  a  fiitnre  war,  in 
defence  of  a  foreign  conntry,  withont  the  poasi< 
Kli^  of  sQch  an  aasDranoet 

u.  Chairman,  although  this  qnestion  seems 
to  remwn  unsettled  between  (he  Pre«deDt  and 
his  Secretary,  my  belief  is,  tJist  the  Prendent 
disiDctines  to  commit  the  present  or  future  neo- 
tniitj  of  the  country.  BatnotsowiththeSoDre- 
tvy:  be,  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  whole 
pouey,  wonld  hazard  both,  if  tt  wonld  aid  himiu 
■ooomplishinghis  grand  scheme  of  confederating 
the  two  Americas,  by  which,  as  his  Jfuttuir"" 
we  shoakl  acquire  so  much  "power  abro 
Sir,  we  do  not  want  any  power  abroad,  except 
thtA  mora]  power  which  Jnstioe  and  nentral 
a^t^i  AUdabithfol  attention  to  our  concerns  at 
home,  will  give  Qs.  I,  therefore,  will  not  vote 
~  for  an  nfiquaUfied  ^)prDbation  of  this  mission. 
I  have  no  difficulty  aix>nt  the  question  of  appro- 
priation. I  will  not,  so  &r  as  my  vote  will 
prevent  it,  surrender  the  powers  vested  in  this 
Honse  by  the  constitution.  If  I  did,  I  should 
betray  the  interests  of  the  people  who  sent  me 
here,  whoee  approbation,  connected  with  a 
1 ,  ^  having  fiuthfoUy  performed 


my  dn^  to  them,  is  the  highest  reward  I  can 
denre. 

In  my  jadgment,  the  material  question  \o  be 
decided  is.  whether  we   vrill   approve  of   the 

furposes  avowedly  intended  to  be  effected  at 
auBma,  as  appeara  by  the  documents,  at  the 
haaard  of  an  entanglement,  which  no  one  can 
see  the  end  of !  I  nave  shown,  I  think,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  one  who  hears  me,  that 
the  PrmideDt  and  S«cretary  of  Btate  have  been 
at  varianoe  themselves  on  the  subject,  and  that 
their  own  ddiberate  views  were  so  oppodte,  aa 
to  be  utterly  irreconcilable,  open  any  rule  or 
principle  of  action;  and  hence  it  is  we  find, 
thronghout  the  whole  of  these  documents,  pm^ 
poses  and  doctrines  so  incoherent,  inoongmon^ 
ambiguons,  and  incomprehensible.  I  venture 
to  say,  and  will  appeal  for  the  truth  to  any 
candid,  dispassionate  man  in  this  Eunse,  or  out 
of  it,  to  aay  whether  be  believes  snch  another 
medley  was  ever  presented  to  any  deHbemtive 
body,  in  an  enlightened  age.  Well  may  gentle- 
men try  to  sneer  at  us,  or  in  any  other  way  pat 
DB  out  of  the  notion  of  looking  into  these  docu- 
ments. One  thing  only  Is  cert^  is  them : 
that  is,  the  evidence  of  a  deliberate  purpose  to 
adopt  e  new  policy  for  this  country,  by  forming 
a  political  connection  with  tbe  South  American 
nations.  To  this  purpose,  in  whatever  shape  it 
may  be  presented,  I  never  can  give  my  consent 
— end  I  object  to  it,  not  much  more  on  account 
of  its  obanging  our  old  and  settled  policy,  than 
on  account  of  the  doctrines  which  bave  been 
advanced  to  sastain  it,  and  without  which 
doctrines  it  could  not  receive  fifty  votes  in  this 

The  doctrines  asso-ted  to  defeat  this  amend- 
ment, are  the  same  identical  doctrines  which 
prevailed  in,  and  were  the  eanae  o^  "  the  reign 
of  terror."  Tbey  are  based  upon  the  idea  of 
Executive  infallibility,  and  that  of  the  duty  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  support,  by 
approval,  when  that  might  be  necessary,  every 
act  incidentally  involved  in  the  Execotive 
dnties.  Ve  are  told,  in  this  republican  age, 
that  this  House  must  not  speak  about  onr 
fbreign  policy — beoanse  it  belongs  to  the  ExeoU' 
tive;  and  tiiat,  when  he  speaks,  we  must  obey. 
Sir,  these  are  doctrines  suited  better  for  tvranU 
and  slaves  than  freemen.  Let  them  once  be 
sanctioned,  and  a  single  step  farther  will  make 
another  sedition  law :  for,  if  we  have  no  right 
to  speak  on  public  measures,  it  is  but  another 
step  to  say  the  people  have  no  right  to  speek, 
and  if  they  have  no  right  to  speak,  yon  have  a 
right  to  stop  them  from  speaking.  Saoh  is  the 
course  of  reasoning  whioh  led  to  the  enoroaoh- 
ment  on  liberty  in  the  day  of  that  famous  law. 
I  refer  not  to  Uie  reign  of  the  first  Adams,  that 
dark  period  of  onr  hutory,  with  any  pleasure: 
far  from  it ;  bat  to  look  for  beacons  to  warn  na 
of  the  dangers  which  surround  us. 

Is  it  not  true  thatsomegentiemen  are  looking 
for  a  revivnl  of  the  principles  which  predomi- 
nated in  that  dayt  What  did  the  gentleman 
from  MasBachnaettB  (ICr.  WsBaru)  neon,  wbaa 
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lie,  in  ft  tOM  of  dgnifiiiaDt  complaint,  ind,  tba 
gentlemBii  from  Delftw&re  was  the  Ittst  man  in 
the  House  trota  whom  he  would  have  expected 
the  aTDwal  of  the  opinions  urged  in  snpport  of 
this  BDiendment !    Mr.  Ohairman,  is  it  come  to 


whioh  Imve  been  bnried  for  a  qnarter  of  a 


tuna  UaauohtiBetts  meant  hy  the  rebuke, 
nnleea  he  thought  he  had  some  clalma  on  the 
g«nttemaii  tnm  Delaware,  as  a  dlsdpb  of  tbose 
repudiated  doctrines.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  ever  avowed  aneh 
opinioDs;  bnt  I  do  know,  there  was  a  time 
when  theee  gentlemen  panned  different  roads, 
and  whiob,  in  1117  fadgment,  involved  an 
unerring  test  of  public  virtne;  and  beyond 
that  period,  I  do  not  wish  to  go  to  find  party 
distinotiODs.  I  c*A  And  a  snffioient  test  there, 
fbr  my  political  b^endahips.  In  the  late  war — 
tba  eeoond  war  of  iDoependeiiee — when  we 
were  contending  with  the  moat  powerfal  nation 
of  the  earth ;  the  enemy  laying  waste  every 
Tillage,  and  even  cottage,  within  the  reach  d 
his  power ;  when  fiscal  embarraasments  preaeed 
hes^  npOQ  DB ;  when,  in  fact,  the  oonntry  was 
tdeeding  at  every  pore,  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  had  sbooldered  bis  mnsket,  and  march- 
ed to  meet  and  fight  the  enemies  of  bis  oonntry, 
as  did  my  honorable  colleagoe,  (Mr.  Bitob- 
ANAN,)  and  many  otbeie  of  the  same  political 
ftith. 

But,  Ur.  Ohairman,  I  ask,  where  then  was 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  1  I  can  tell 
yoo,  sir.  I  waa  a  member  of  ttie  eame  Oon- 
grees  with  him.  Many  of  my  constitaents,  and 
those  of  my  ooUeagnea,  were  enffering  every 
thing  which  tiie  liuman  coDstitalion  oonld 
endure,  braving  the  enemy  on  the  northern 
frontier,  or  blanohiag  in  cold  and  oomfortfees 
tents  on  (he  shores.  Their  snfiferings  were 
B^ravated  by  the  want  of  tlte  common  neoee- 
■aries  of  life.  I  speak  from  knowledge  and 
axperieDoe,  and  not  at  random,  when  I  say, 
that  the  geDtteraan  from  Massachnsetts  was 
tlien  engaged,  not  only  in  withholding  the 
■applies,  bot  literslly  lasbing  with  pinions  the 
aims  of  the  brave  defenders  of  his  oonntry, 
and  in  devisinB  every  means  which  his  capa- 
dons  mind  conld  conceive  to  resist  a  vigorous 
proseontion  of  the  war;  identified  with  every 
oombination  and  faction,  Bartford  Oonvention 
and  all,  to  nnnerve  the  arm  and  weaken  the 
power  of  the  Government,  when  the  enemy 
was  at  oar  doors,  and  his  bayonet  at  onr  breast. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  stood  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  domestic  enetniea  of  his  eonntry  then, 
that  he  now  does  to  most  of  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment.  He  was  their  Magnus  Apollo  I 
To  liim  they  looked  fbr  gaidsnce  in  every 
movement;  he  had  only  to  wave  bis  hand,  and 
they  obeyed  the  signal.  Bnt  the  country  tri- 
nmphed  without  his  aid ;  the  war  terminated 
1b  a  hiaie  of  glory.    The  nation  etill  feels,  and,  I 
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trast,  will  never  cease  to  feel,  the  beneBoiai  con- 
•eqnenoee  of  theherdnn  displayed  in  that  war. 
"  '  none  of  theee  feelings  foand  a  place  in  tiie 
A  of  the  orator  at  the  laying  of  the  fonnda- 
stone  of  the  Monament  of  Backer's  Hill  I 
Dl-ftted  Bmiker  Hill  I  Iliustrionsmonnd  I  conse- 
crated to  virtne,  libertv,  and  love  of  country  1 
Thy  glwy  was  perfectea  I  AlasI  that  it  shoo  Id 
have  bera  stained  by  an  oration  on  thy  summit, 
in  whiob  all  the  glorioas  achievements  of  the 
second  war  of  Independence  were  corefUly  re- 
membered to  be  foi^tten  I  Oan  I,  while  I  feel 
the  responsibility  of  my  station ;  can  I,  knowing 
tbeee  things,  be  expected  to  actnpon  faith  with 
thesentiemant  No,  uri  I  cannot  Im  led  away 
by  uie  sympathies  of  any  man  fbr  foreign  ooud- 
triea,  who  hod  so  littie  for  his  own  in  tne  honr 
of  her  greatest  perils.  Sir,  we  have  heard  mncli 
about  faction ;  not.  Indeed,  within  these  walls, 
except  in  the  form  of  echo.  According  tp  my 
anderetanding  of  the  word,  there  is  no  sin 
tolerated  by  hnman  laws  which  I  do  so  much 
abhor  and  alximltiate.  Kr.  Chairman,  a  whin- 
per-in,  whose  father  and  brother  have  lately 
received  distin^isbed  appointments  from  the 
present  Administration,  naa  sought,  with  what 
saooesslknowaot,  topay  thefBinily  debt,  by  de- 
nonndng  as  a  factionist  every  memt>er  in  either 
House  who  is  disposed,  in  time  of  profbnnd 
peace,  to  "  delilwrate,"  when  the  Executive  caila 
upon  him  to  "act."  Mr,  Ohairman,  the  cliai^ 
of  "faction,  unprincipled  fkction,"  comes  with 
an  ill  grace  from  such  a  family.  The  fhtber 
was  one  of  the  fathers  of  a  factious  combina- 
tion, during  the  late  war,  not  less  wicked  in  Its 
motives  than  the  Hartford  Convention  itself  in 
its  worst  aspect  He  opposed,  in  the  other 
branch,  with  all  his  power,  and  must  insidiou sly 
too,  every  measure  Intended  to  give  vigor  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Another  memlwr 
of  the  fiunily,  a  brother,  was  a  member  of  this 
House  at  that  time,  and  be  declared  upon  this 
floor  that  the  then  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States 
(one  among  the  most  virtuous  and  intdligent 
men  of  this  or  any  other  age)  "  deservM  a 
halter  1" 

I  regret,  in  tlie  course  of  my  public  duties,  to 
be  under  the  necessity  of  thus  referring  to  tba 
conduct  of  a  man,  venerable  by  age,  and  highly 
respectable  fbr  his  early  services ;  but  the  coD' 
duct  of  pnblic  men  is  always  a  proper  subject 
for  animadversion,  and  I  act  on  the  defensive. 
Are  we  to  sit  in  aiienoe,  when  assailed  fivni 
such  a  quarter  as  a  faction,  "an  unprincipled 
faction,"  becanse,  when  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  are  under  our  consideration,  we 
choose  to  examine  them  for  ourselves,  as  it  is 
our  perfect  right  and  solemn  duty  tQ  do?  I 
may  be  exensed,  I  hope,  for  indulging  some 
sensibility  under  such  a  ohai^.  I  have  seen, 
and  therefore  know,  something  about  (iictioa. 
I  do  not  recur  to  these  recollections  through 
any  feeling  of  malevolence,  but  to  point  where 
the  t)eacons  are  that  will  guard  us  from  soma 
dangerous  rocks  and  shoals,  in  the  way  of  our 
voyage  of  life.    I  well  remember  when  faction 
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Kwad  her  haggard  mien  within  tills  Sonw, 
and  bad  determined  that  nothing  ^onld  Miatj 
her  Tiodictive  rfige  bnt  the  tuftiiiaoa,  per /a* 
mt  f^fat,  of  erery  pablio  fonotioiuiT  fram  the 
DepartmeDts  of  the  GoTemiMat,  or  that  they 
^nld  RtipolUe  to  tate  into  the  Cabinet  a  mv 
jmtj  of  the  worthy  &otianiBt8  tltecuselTea. 
That  was  faction  1  It  was  in  tiie  moat  ^00017 
period  of  the  war.  Every  heart  which  bad  a 
^ark  of  patriotism  was  aniiDaB  for  the  oaow 
w  the  nation.  Uanj,  who  had  been  oppoaed 
to  the  declaration  of  the  war,  bad  then  deter- 
ndiKd  to  defend  the  oonntry.  Snoh  was  the 
diipodlion  of  a  great  unmber  of  the  Opposi- 
tioa,  espemally  in  tbo  Middle  and  Southern 
States;  bnt,  ob  tiie  otonds  of  adverntT  lowered 
on  n^  fiMttioa  reared  her  oreat  still  lii^er.  The 
neater  the  diffloalties  and  dangers,  the  more 
Dold  and  arrogaat  was  Bb& 

I  cannot  diuniss  this  salgect  witboat  advert- 
ing to  an  inmdent  in  that  period  of  oar  history 
aenr  to  be  fiHrgoOen.  New  Orleans,  the  Key 
of  onr  Western  Empir&  was  invested  bj  the 
Bwat  fbm^dable  annj  that  had  ever  placed  a 
hostile  foot  on  onr  ^orea.  The  only  defence 
wu  a  mere  handfiil  of  raw  militia,  led  on 
Indeed  by  one  of  the  most  gallant  men  that 
ever  lived  I  yet  provided  with  nothing  fin-  a 
vigorona  defence,  bnt  the  force  of  his  genius, 
and  their  own  strong  arms  and  patriotic  hearts. 
OM^reas  was  in  eemion;  we  were  waiting  in 
tbe  most  anzioas  suspense,  apprehending  a  moat 
ftarfbl  oataalrc^be.  Two  weeks  passed  away 
without  A  m^  The  &otioQists  had  predicted 
what  they  wished  to  be  tme,  that  Jackson  was 
delated,  and  New  Orleans  saeked.  At  length 
the  glonoDS  sews  urived ;  the  letters  to  the 
Tar  Department  were  sent  to  the  chamber 
of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  early  in  the 
mormxig,  and  read  in  one  of  the  cominitt«e 
tooms,  over  and  over  and  over  agfun,  to  the 
nooeanre  throngs  that  crowded  in  to  hear  the 
Joyous  news.  When  this  soene  was  over,  the 
members  retnroed  to  the  hall:  the  different 
partiea  then  ooenpied  different  sides  of  the 
House.  On  tiie  one  side  was  a  scene  of  iocas- 
aant  gre^ngs,  salutations,  and  ooagratdations, 
a{q>roa(diinK  to  ecstasy.  On  the  other — sat 
&^ioul  Yea,  gloomy  fiidjon I  with  dark  and 
lowering  brow,  pondering  in  snOen  silMiee  apoo 
the  canaes  and  oonseqnencee  of  this  death-blow 
to  her  Uat  hope.  Sir,  no  fanman  ton^e  can 
dewsilM  that  acene^  as  it  now  presents  itself  to 
my  memory.  If  I  could,  I  wonld  gladly  forgvt 
creiT  thing  on  one  side  of  the  picture,  while  1 
wonld  dberish,  to  my  Itieet  breath,  every  thing 
on  the  other,  Bnt,  dr,  while  these  recolteotiuns 
mnwii,  it  is  impoesible  that  1  can  oonsent  to 
tacrifice  any  interest  of  my  oonntry,  becanse  I 
may  dislike  tlie  men  who  may  happen  to  be  in 
power.  Neither  can  I  pnt  myself  m  the  wake  of 
any  men,  associated  with  the  most  wicked 
fiwlioniita  of  that  day,  and  seeking  to  entan- 
^  onr  comitry  in  a  fbrwgn  alliance,  by 
vay  at  «  "specnlotiye  experiment^"  to  divert 
pablio  Attantjoa  from  their  own  pohtioal  ains. 


Mr.  AsoBia.— The  President  bad  said  that 
objects  of  the  highest  importance,  in  reference 
to  the  general  wal£are  of  the  hnman  race,  and 
bearing  on  onr  own  speoially,  wonld  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Otngrew  at  Panama;  Uiat  the 
lapse  of  many  oentnriea  mi^t  probably  fail  to 
present  an  ooeaaion  so  fovorable  fbr  tiie  ad- 
Tanowaentof  tome  of  the  most  essential  of  thosa 
objects ;  that  "  among  the  tcqdoa  to  bs  present- 
ed for  disoosmoo,  there  was  soaroely  one  In 
which  the  reanlts  of  tha  maetinc  will  not  deeply 
tfieot  the  interests  of  the  Unit^Hatea."  And 
yet,  what  does  he  allege  as  the  primary  indnoe* 
ment  to  the  deputation  of  themWonf    Acom- 

Sliment — a  manifbatation  of  courtesy  to  the  new 
Utes  of  South  America.  This  woold  be  with 
him  a  saffident  reason  for  the  rejection  of  the 
measure.  He  oonld  not  oonsent  to  institat«  a 
mtsoon  of  this  delicacy,  to  l>e  conBded  to  the 
diaoreUon  ot  an  offloer  who  held  language  of 
this  sort  The  manifestati<»i  of  comieay  to  tha 
new  Statea  of  Booth  America!  And  where  wai 
this  manifeetation  of  courtesy  to  end !  Had  we 
not  been  the  first  to  recogniaa  these  States— 
aent  Ministwa  before  they  were  received — ne- 
gotiated Widi  Spain  with  all  the  great  Enropean 
powers,  to  obtain  the  reoogaitlon  of  their  inde- 
pendenoel  Is  farther  evidence  reqniredt  He 
was  airaid,  that  by  mnltiplyiog  endorsements  on 
onr  biU,  we  ahonld  bring  our  credit  into  tiazari 
He  wonld  admit  that  objectsof  importance  were 
connected  with  the  mission,  and  there  waa  a 
remark  of  general  application  to  them.  Why 
not  pursue  the  naaal  obvious  mode  of  separate 
negotiation  with  the  several  States,  instead  of 
negotiation  in  Oongreast  This  last  mode  had 
undonbtedly  a  less  degree  of  &^ty  to  recom- 
mend it.  Wrtb  three  of  the  most  oooridersble 
of  the  new  powers,  we  have  effected  treaties  by 
the  former  mode,  embracing  all  the  otijeoti  we 
had  proposed.  Why  deviate  from  a  method 
which  had  been  thus  sncoessfal,  or  distmst  its 
lesnlta,  in  relation  to  the  remaining  States  t  The 
President  bad  informed  ns  of  the  anspicions  ra- 
aolta  and  promise  of  the  mode  of  negotiation  wa 
had  been  parsning,  yet,  in  the  same  tiresth,  re> 
comoienda  this  murion.  What  reaaoning  waa 
ther«  in  this  ?  Consider  the  several  otgects  m^ 
geated.     To  obtain  regular  information  of  the 


were  proper  objects.  Did  they  reqnira  onr  par- 
lioipation  in  tlie  prooeediuga  of  tlie  Congress, 
and  engagemeots  in  the  questionable  coarse  of 
its  policy!  commercial  arrangements,  and  the 
adjuBtment  of  tiie  doctrine  of  blockade!  The. 
former,  as  far  as  we  had  proposed,  had  already 
been  attiuned,  or  were  in  a  certain  ooarae  of  at- 
tainment, by  ordinary  negotiation;  and  on  the 
subject  of  blockade,  no  adjnatment  was  roqaired. 
There  bad  been  no  contest  on  the  principle, 
amid  all  the  conteotioo  which  the  application 
bad  oocanoned.  The  oontroveray  relied  to  the 
application  only.  The  Joat  doctrine  was  per- 
kciiy  nnderstood — threatened  with  no  disturb- 
aooee,  and  had  been  reoogniied  without  hMl-,^ 
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tktioa  by  the  onlj  one  of  the  new  StatM  with 
which  a  queetiOQ  had  arisen  on  the  subject. 
Tbeo  DO  OongresB  was  wonted  to  settle  this 

Bat  Uiere  are  reserree.  The  Slave  Trade  and 
the  islaDd  (rf  Ha;ti.  There  ii  no  gentJeman  on 
this  floor  who  does  not  believe  the  pulioy  of 
this  oonotiy  on  these  poinu  should  m  inexo- 
rably filed,  withont  reference  to  other  objects 
or  other  nationsL  By  relaxiDg  our  policy  on 
these  sattjects,  we  sball  bring  a  moral  and  polit- 
ioal  conUgion  into  onr  oonntry.  We  oim  only 
aot  with  an  exdasire  reference  to  our  own  pe- 
culiar views.  Why  should  not  the  South  Ameri- 
enii  nations  admit  Haytien  vessels  and  falaok 
Wnisterst  They  have  or  may  rew^ixe  the 
independenco  of  that  island,  and  are  infineooed 
by  none  of  those  objeotiooa  which  have  weight 
with  US.  What  gronnd  of  oIjjecHon  can  we 
havet  How  can  we  then,  sitoated — fettered 
as  we  ar«s  ask  them  to  go  into  n^otiations  on 
theae  points  I  We  cannot  change  onr  policy : 
irher*  then  is  the  advantage  of  negotJatiun, 
-where  the  fitinieaal  Shall  we  ask  them  to 
ohange  thw  policy!  Oan  any  fair  and  reason- 
able man  eonsent  to  go  into  the  OoDgress  of 
Panama  to  deliberate  on  this  snt^eotl 

Asain;  as  to  Onba  and  Porto  Bioo.  Some 
gentlemen,  who  are  said  to  be  in  opposition  to 
uiis  misuon,  say,  we  onght  not  to  go  into  dis- 
ouBsion  on  these  poiDts,  because  onr  Govern- 
ment stands  committed.  Ifr.  Clay  has  stated, 
inofBciat  oommunioationa,  that,  whilst  we  coatd 
not  see  with  indifference  the  transfer  of  these 
islands  to  any  Earopean  power,  neither  could 
we  bejuatified  in  o)]po9ing  their  acquisition  by 
one  of  the  Sonth  Ainericao  Statae  by  a  lawful 
uperatioo  of  war.  It  was  affirmed,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  these  pledges  were  of  no  force;  tbatiu 
reference  to  obvions  and  high  conti  derations  of 
interest,  we  should  do  wrong  to  suffer  the  South 
American  Governments  to  seize  these  islands. 
Both  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  measnre, 
•nd  those  who  defend  it,  we  are  shown  to  be 
in  a  utnation  in  whioh  we  cannot  aot  in  relation 
to  those  islands.  It  would  be  an  insult  to  send 
Uinistera  nnder  these  circnmstanoes.  He  did 
not  see,  however,  that  we  are  committed  on 
this  sat^eot  either  to  one  conne  or  another.  He 
denied  that  there  is  any  settled  principle  whioh 
ii  referable  to  tliis  subject  Uur  policy  should 
vary  according  to  circnmstancea.  Ought  we  to 
allow  a  transfer  of  these  islanda  to  any  European 
power?  If  the  power  to  which  they  are  trans- 
ferred be  a  weak  power,  we  oould  have  no  ob- 
jection. Again:  as  to  the  mode  of  transfer.  If 
ttie  transfer  be  made  by  a  lawful  mode,  who 
wonld  say  we  ongbt  to  interfere  to  prevent  the 
oeasioQ  <rf  these  islands!  How  could  doctrine 
of  this  character  be  maintained !  Let  a  case  be 
stated  to  exemplify  it :  Snppose  that  Spain 
■honld  enter  into  a  treaty  with  France,  by  which 
Prance  should  say  to  her,  you  shall  give  up  (hose 
ialanda,  aod  we  will  then  withdrsw  onr  troops 
from  your  territory,  and  permit  you  to  remodel 
70Q1  political  oonalitation  on  »  basis  <£  free- 
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dom."  Who  would  consent  to  condemn  Spain 
to  SDoh  slavish  subservience  aa  to  compel  fatf 
to  reflue  eoob  au  offerf  Who  would  consent 
to  toll  her  she  is  not  at  liber^  to  make  soch 
tennst  He  knew,  nor  could  ocmceive  of  ooy 
authority  which  could  be  shown  for  such  sn  in- 
fringfflnent  of  the  right  to  transfer  territory  on 
the  part  of  the  lawful  posseeeor.  K  Spun 
trantfer  these  Isluids,  shall  we  adopt  •  oouna 
which  is  in  opposition  to  the  principles  and 
practice  of  pnblic  law  and  Justice!  Can  we 
remodel  the  laws  of  nations  so  as  to  make  tbem 
conform  exclusively  to  our  views  and  intwestst 
We  onght  not  to  do  so  if  we  could.  With  his 
consent  we  would  not  attempt  to  do  so.  There 
is  no  danger  so  great,  so  much  to  be  dreaded, 
as  the  perpetration  of  iiynstice  to  a  power 
weaker  than  ourselvu.  If  there  was  any  man 
who  oould  hold  the  opinion  that  this  oonrae  is  to 
be  defended,  he  would  not  hold  this  opinioD. 
Such  was  not  the  opinion  which  could  be  i»- 
condled  with  interest  any  more  than  jusUoe  or 
generosity.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  notMS 
now  we  could  prevent  this  transfer  to  the  South 
American  States,  if  mode  by  lawful  operttion 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  there  were  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  who  had  spoken  of  resutAoee 
in  this  event — who  had  sua  we  ought  to  re- 
sist any  attempt  to  take  poseessiun  of  tliest 
islands  by  the  South  American  Goverameats. 
Hewasnotpreparedtosay,  when  these  Govern- 
ments had  but  one  way  of  wounding  their  ad- 
versaries, and  that  was  by  taking  posscs^OD  of 
these  islands,  that  we  ought  to  interfere  to  pi*- 
vent  it.  I^  according  to  their  own  view  of 
their  own  policy  and  tbeir  own  interests  j  il, 
with  a  view  to  fjaoilitate  their  ultimate  triumph, 
and  the  recognition  of  their  independence,  they 
should  think  fit  to  proceed  in  this  way,  it  would 
be  the  mere  violence  of  power  for  us  (o  say  to 
them  that  they  shoold  not  so  proceed.  He  could 
not  see  how  such  a  proceeding  would  interftr* 
fatally  witli  our  interests;  be  did  not  see  how 
it  come  in  snch  perilous  conflict  with  our  ptJii?. 
If^  however,  it  does ;  if  its  tendency  was  to 
set  up  a  formidable  power  within  a  league  of 
oar  own  siioree ;  if  it  would  set  up  on  our  im- 
mediate frontier  a  threatening,  powerful,  and 
petrifying  despotism  ;  even  under  snob  a^i*- 
vated  circumstance^  he  would  not  say  to  a 
weaker  power,  "  Because  we  are  strong,  sod 
you  are  weak,  I  will  check  your  lawful  coui^ 
and  defeat  your  fdr  purposes."  No,  Perish  the 
Southern  States — perish  rather  tlie  conntry  to 
whioh  he  belonged  I  Perish  all  that  was  nesr 
and  dear  to  him  in  heart  and  hope,  before  he 
would  hold  language  so  selfish  and  unmanly— 
the  language  of  such  a  cold  and  withering  ty^ 
,  anay. 

We  ought  not,  then,  to  go  to  Panama.  By  tbe 
one  party  it  is  signed  that  we  are  committed  mi 
one  side,  and  therefore  onght  not  to  go ;  by  th* 
other  party  it  is  contended  that  we  are  com- 
mitted on  the  other  side,  and  therefore  on^t 
not  to  go.  He  was  of  opinion  that  we  stand 
,  uncommitted  on  all  udes,  and  thereftm  ** 
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flo^t  not  to  go,  to  oonunit  onreelTss.  8np- 
fow  thit  Gnat  Britain  Ehonld,  hj  iiq]nBt 
■NOi,  obt^  possesdon  of  these  islands,  ar« 
*«  preparad,  even  in  this  event,  to  make  re- 
Mttowl  wbftt  U  tbe  tne  character  of  onr 
policy  I  Sni^MMe  Spain  sbonld  oede  the  ialanda, 
to  QrMt  Brituo,  aliall  wo  asr  to  her, "  Ton  iniut 
not  DwotUte  mi  this  pcnnt?"  Snppose  that 
Omt  Britioo  sbonld  refOse  to  listen  to  taj 
nggedioDa  or  remoDBtraiicee  of  onra,and  ahonld 
■ij  aha  will  hold  these  islands:  what  can  we 
del  Shall  we  go  to  wart  Should  we  threaten 
iimnonoe  onr  intention  to  so  to  war  Id  that 
BiaotI  A  threat  we  might  have  to  fulfil,  an 
tatwtioB  we  mi^t  be  nnder  the  neoesBity  of 
iwoundng.  An  onr  means,  onr  resonroes 
Nofa  u  wonld  jQsti^  Ds  in  nulling  into  a  war 
M  Rwh  groandst  When  we  go  to  war,  or 
vbes  we  aaanme  a  tone  of  war,  we  expect  to 
prgdt  b7  going  to  war.  By  going  to  war,  in 
tlm  ease,  we  ahonld  onlj  m^e  bad  worse ;  be- 
easM  we  sbonld  not  be  eqnal  to  Oreat  Britain. 
Ve  are  onlj  an  equal  competitor  to  Great  Bri- 


1  kne  Ouba  and  Porto  Rioo 
— ^ve  to  sostajn  the  fbrmidable  expenses  of 
ba  oontast ;  and,  added  to  these,  the  ii^nrj 
vhieh  we  know,  from  recent  erenta,  so  well 
how  to  appreciabB,  resnlting  from  tbe  aaoriflce 
«f  oar  commerce  and  indns^,  and  the  agitation 
md  ravage  ot  oar  coasts.  He  was  disposed  to 
Kt,  not  1^  the  rule  I«d  down  by  the  Eleoretarj 
tt  Stste,  in  his  corremondence,  but  the  plain, 
enmoD  aeoM  rale,  wbioh  ought  in  all  eTents 
to  Ttgnlata  onr  ooorw.  Be  would  act,  and  be 
lift  free  to  act,  according  to  ciromnataoces,  and 
wooH  never  go  aa  a  volnnteer  into  a  war  from 
vlndi  DO  adTUitage  oonld  poasibl j  result.  A 
MUtsat  and  attentive  regard  should  undoubt- 
edly be  paid  to  the  &te  of  tbe  Spanish  islands. 
NegDtiatiraie  ehonld  be  kept  perpetusUy  alert, 
to  pcvrent  a  disposal  of  them  which  might  be 
WD^  to  threaten  our  interests  There  were 
pNidUe  oontingendes  in  which  a  resort  to  force, 
M  tbe  Tnenaoe  of  force,  to  eflect  tbe  object, 
vi^t  be  advisable  as  wcil  as  just  But  the  un- 
tmtautj  of  tbe  occnrrenoe,  as  well  as  oompoei- 
tiM  of  (hen  MutiDgeocies,  required  that  onr 
hands  dumld  be  kept  nnbound,  to  be  extended 
in  tbe  direction  which  onr  interests  might  de- 
vand.  Acoe«doD  to  tbe  Joint  negotistiOD  pro- 
posed must  either  prove  entirely  htile,  or  have 
tbe  effect  to  tie  tfaera  up,  and  was  therefc 
ntrj  oondderation  unadvisable.    As  fiv  as  we 


have  gone  aknw,  then,  he  aaw 
■idNUjons  to  iMd  us  to  become  parties  to  this 
CongiesK.      We   had  no  oljeot  to   ask,  and 
dterabre  sbonld  abstain  from  it.    Onr  obj 
had  been  obtained,  or  were  in  a  course  of  i 
tun  Bttainment;  or  onr  policy  was  fixed, 
"pen  to  negotiation— or  they  were  no  oyect-  „ 
VL    He  would  forbear  sny  critical  refiew  of  all 
A«  t^Jeols  which  had  been  presented.    It  would 
M  dif&enU  in  regard  to  some  of  tbem,  without 


a  departure  from  deference  to  the  President 
Tbe  abolition  of  private  war  on  the  ocean,  and 
propagating  a  better  ayabem  of  religiouB  faith 
in  Sonth  America,  were  examples.  He  classed 
these  objects  togeuer,  as  belonging,  in  bis  con- 
ception, to  a  common  diaraoter.  The  abolition 
of  privato  war  on  the  ocean  1  The  afibetation  ot 
the  phrase  was  indication  enough  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  otOeot  Why  not  call  it  by  its  known 
and  proper  name  of  privateerlogt  And  why 
abolish  this  form  of  its  operation,  if  war  were 
to  continue!  What  were  tbe  superior  recyun- 
mendatimis  of  Its  operation  on  the  persons  of 
the  partdeeto  it,  rather  than  their  property! 
IHd  not  •  wholesome  humanity,  as  well  as  rea- 
son, demand  both  modes  of  operation,  as  multi^ 
plying  the  Acnlities  to  the  termination  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  motives  to  forbearing  trom  it  1  And 
if  war  were  to  prevdl,  why  not,  in  reference  M 
a  principle  of  justice  as  well  aa  policy,  permit 
the  portjcipatlon  of  individual  enterprise  in  ita 
inof dental  advantages? 

Hr.  Slwtzb,  rose  and  said :  Henas  oame  and* 
whispered  to  Pompey,  tJiat  he  now  had  it  in  his 
power  to  become  master  of  the  world,  as  the 
two  sovereigns  were  on  board  his  ship,  nearly 
uiattetided,  and  immersed  in  wine :  and  if  be 
would  but  say  the  w(»il,  he  would  cast  oil,  put 
to  sea,  and  throw  them  overboard.  Pompey 
told  bira  he  ought  to  have  done  it  without^  as 
now  he  could  not  be  guilty  i^  so  great  a  breitoh 
of  trust:  So,  if  the  President  bad  seoreily 
ordered  Ur,  Anderson,  who  was  in  that  nei^- 
borhood,  to  be  present  at  this  Congress  of 
Panama,  as  an  agent,  I  would  have  disregarded 
it ;  but  now  I  cannot  sanction  a  formal  embassy 
of  two  Ministers,  at  an  expense  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  proceed  there  openly,  in  face  of 
all  tbe  world,  professedly  to  do  nothing,  "or 
merely  to  set  forth  our  reasons  for  declining  any 
prt^Kvals  for  spedflo  measures."  It  most  attract 
the  notice  of  foreign  powers;  it  will  excite 
their  Jealonsy;  they  will  believe  that  snob  an 
imposing  mission  is  intended  for  some  pnrpoae. 
and  that  wehave abandoned thatneutrtii ground 
which  we  have  so  long  occupied.  This  mission 
will  be  worse  than  useless.  It  is  not  a  plaoe  to 
enter  into  commercial  treaties ;  we  have  enough 
of  them  already  with  thoee  powera — and  what 
odtlce  can  we  now  offer  them  that  will  avail  t 
They  have  all  formed  their  conetitntioDs ;  tbeir 
GovemmeDta  are  in  the  full  tide  of  sncceeaful 
experimeut;  and  any  advice  that  we  might  now 
ofrcr  them,  as  the  fruits  of  onr  experience, 
wonld  be  too  late.  This  Congress  of  Panama 
is  intended  entirely  for  the  deliberatioo  of  this 
great  Confederacy,  on  the  Bot^fect  of  their 
military  operations,  contingenbi,  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  iheir  foreign  and  domestic  relations, 
which  are  peonliarly  interesting  to  themselves, 
and  which  they  may  be  presumed  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  than  we  are.  Now,  whatever 
may  be  reeolved  on  that  may  have  a  bearing 
upon  any  foreign  or  neighboring  power,  we 
shall  come  in  for  a  share  of  responsibility,  if  wa 
hare  Uiniaters  thwe.    Tor,  if  we  do  bat  advlH^ 
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that  will  be  eaffidont  to  implicate  hb  la  those 
trimsaotioiia,  nud  Jeopardize  ns  with  thoBepowen 
with  whom  we  m^  oome  in  coIl'iBion — with 
BpuD,  Brazil,  Fnwoe,  or  the  whole  together — 
vbiob  might  involve  ns  in  war,  and  nltin)ttt«ly 
plunge  as  into  the  vortex  of  Enropean  politics. 
The  acowtADoe  of  Uiia  invitatjim  waa  most 
nnadvisea  and  faastj.  Onr  medern  Alei&nder 
hasjamped  over  the  walla,  among  the  enem^, 
wltlioQt  his  army ;  and  haa  reoeived  some 
dangerous  woanda  to  hfa  politioal  life,  before 
they  could  oome  op  to  his  resoae :  and  now  we 
are  called  on  to  interpose  onr  shieldi,  to  risk 
onrselves  to  eztrioate  him  from  his  danger,  to 
divide  it  with  him,  I,  for  one,  have  not  suffi- 
cient oonfldenoe  to  v^tnre. 

We  have  a  Oongress  of  onr  own :  let  os 
attend  to  that,  and  we  shall  have  eoongh  to  do. 
We  were  no  party  to  those  wan  which  paved 
the  way  to  tiiia  Congress,  and  can  have  no  more 
right  to  a  voice  there  than  in  the  Inrkish  Divan, 
^d  shall  we  establish  a  political  leotare-room, 
Vr  college,  alw^dde  of  themt  Shall  we 
assnma  the  profemon  of  teachers  t  If  we  do,  I 
how  they  will  pay  ns.  But  we  should  first  be 
aatufled  that  we  are  entitled  to  this  preference 
In  the  Boienoe  of  Qoverament  and  the  admin- 
istration of  politioal  afibirs,  before  we  act  the 
nnivenal  pedagi^tie.  To  be  snre,  in  the  art  of 
President-making  we  stand  nnrivalled,  and  are 
jnstly  entitled  to  a  patont  right,  provided  we 
can  Sod  any  nation  disposed  to  pnrchase  a 
privilege.  For  T  am  sm«  that  no  other  nation 
wonld  have  fonnd  ont  that,  from  the  "three 
hi^est"  on  the  list,  was  meant  the  lowest 

A  decent  ezosse,  not  "a  cold  repabe," 
against  the  aooeptanoe  of  this  invitation,  wonld 
have  satisfied  those  pow^^  who  made  it.  I 
believe  that  it  was  merely  intended  aa  oompli- 
-  mentary.  From  the  relations  we  bore  to  those 
powers,  and  to  the  reel  of  the  world,  they 
oonld  not  have  supposed  that  we  would  have 
taken  part  in  It  in  good  earnest.  And  yet  It 
seems  that  onr  Solomons,  who  have  had  so 
much  experience  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  and 
in  the  forms  and  oeremonies  of  Oonrts,  nave 
taken  in  downright  serioDsnees  this  Joke,  or 
erpresston  of  empty  politenesa.  Bnt,  even 
admitting  they  were  in  earnest,  yet  the  oorre- 
M>ondenoe  between  theae  Miniators  and  Ur. 
Cla^  (which  I  will  not  detain  the  House  by 
reciting)  shows  that  they  wonld  not  have  been 
offended  had  we  declined  the  offer.  Bo  far 
Cram  it,  they  express  some  uneasiness,  or  fear 
their  pvertnre  might  pve  offence  to  ua,  and 
require,  beforehand,  to  know  whether  snch  an 
invitation  wonld  be  acceptable.  If,  therefore, 
we  can  give  no  offence  by  refnsing,  and  may 
^ve  it  by  accepting — if  we  con  render  those 
nations  no  service  by  onr  counsels,  but  may 
render  onrselves  much  disservice  by  offering 
them,  I  can  see  bnt  one  reason  wby  we  shonld 
sanction  it,  and  that  motive  is,  to  minister  to 
Ezecative  patronage.  The  great  States  are 
to  be  oondliated  r  for  you  find  all  the  appoint- 
SMDta  of  note  nmia  from  the  largeat  Statea: 
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New  York,  the  first  Uiniater  to  Enrope :  Penn- 
sylvania, a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  a 
Uinister  to  Panama;  Ohio,  the  fourth  officer 
of  tbe  Government,  and  a  misnon  to  Pern; 
Virginia,  two  members  of  the  Cabinet  Does 
not  all  this  go  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
sednce  the  powerflil  States  from  their  int^ri^l 
Yee,  and  I  will  engage  they  see  it  themselves 
and  are  prepared  to  treat  it  as  it  deserves. 
AJ^r  waiting  near  two  months  for  this  in- 
formation, what  have  wet  A  ownmentary 
npon  the  Carthaginian  and  Pmssian  treaties; 
the  last  of  which  has  been  dwelt  on  with  filial' 
parttaUty  and  vanity,  and  which  has  been  of 
about  as  mnoh  nse  as  the  first,  I  feel  com- 
petent to  decide  for  myself;  and  can  tmly  say, 
there  is  nothing  prop<Med  to  be  gained  at  this 
Congress  of  Panama,  but  what  either  has  been, 
or  may  be  obtained,  in  the  ordinary  channels 
ot  negotiation;  bat  that  we  may  lose  by  it  our 
peaoe,  our  respectability,  and  perhaps  onr  inde- 
pendence. We  already  have  Ministers  to  all 
those  powers;  and  I  am  sere  the  instrueUona 
to  Mr.  Anderson,  which  are  ingrafted  into  those 
of  other  Ministers,  were  sutfioientlv  fall  to 
enable  him  to  entor  into  treaty  slipnlations  oa 
all  the  poiqts  proposed  to  be  discussed  at  this 
Congress.  T  cannot  see,  therefore,  on  what 
aoconnt  t^ese  Ministers  are  to  be  ehai^d,  nnlesa 
it  be  on  the  principle  of  the  tailor,  who  charged 
for  a  snit  of  clothes,  then  for  a  coat,  waistcoat 
and  breeches.  In  a  nrailar  way,  it  is  attempted 
to  double  our  Executive  patronage  nnder  the 
diplomatic  head,  which  is  about  as  &ir,  in  % 
moral  point  of  view,  aa  it  is  wise  in  a  po- 
llticaL 

It  ia  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  make 
a  long  speech.  There  is  a  rwnlation  which 
prevails  in  the  estates  or  Parliament  of 
Hanover,  whiidi  I  would  recommend  for  our 
^option :  that  is,  when  a  member  appears  to 
be  wearying  the  House  by  a  long  q>eeofa, 
the  Preudent  shall  put  him  in  mind,  "duut  er 
Heh  hiTt  fau;"  that  brevity  ia  the  sonl  of 
wit  Bo,  tne  least  said  on  this  occasion,  the 
better,  and  the  least  sud,  the  beet. 

Mr.  WoBTHiNOTOH'  then  rose,  and  addresBod 
the  oommi  ttee  as  follows ; 

Before  I  consider  the  immediate  objects  cX 
the  mission,  I  shall  notice  some  objections 
which  present  themselves  at  the  threshold  of 
the  inqniry.  Of  this  character,  is  a  pledge 
alleged  to  have  been  given,  npon  certwn  pinnta 
of  great  public  concern;  and  the  hazard  to 
whioh  we  expose  onr  neutrally  by  sending 
Minlstera  to  tbe  Oongreea  ot  Panama.  This 
supposed  pledge  Is  oonttuned  in  a  declaration 
of  President  Monroe,  in  his  message  to  Congrcai 
in  1BS8,  and  in  the  iDstructions  to  onr  resident 
Minister  in  Mexico,  and  in  conversations  be- 
tween that  Minister  and  the  fanctionariea  of 
the  Ooventment  near  which  he  resides.  Tbe 
Message  of  Mr.  Monroe  was  communicated  to 
Oongress  at  the  time  when  the  great  powers  of 
oontinental  Europe  were  carrying  into  eSeot 
meaaureB  pnTioualy  concerted  to  prevent  tlM 
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powth  uid  flzteiuioa  of  liberal  prinotplee  In 
dw  vest  of  Eiirope.  It  was  serioiulf  appre- 
beaded  by  manj  in  this  bembphera,  of  wnom 
Kr.  Monnw  wta  one,  that  tb«  nioe  powen 
WDold  fordbly  interfere  between  Spain  ukd  ber 
fcnner  ooloniet,  and  if  they  Baooeeded  in  ornsh- 
Ing  tha  spirit  of  liberty  in  that  quarter,  they 
VDold  next,  id  the  plenitode  of  tbeir  power, 
t  to  extend  tae  syBt«m  of  le|^timaoy  ' 


n  the  plenitode 
ampt  to  extend  tae  syBt«ni 
An  undertaking  of  this  kind  might  not 


hare  ^tpeared  to  thent,  as  gome  tbongbL  so 
lianrdooa  and  diffloult  as  dibiit  objecta  they 
hid  accomplished.  As  far  as  mey  had  aoted 
ID  concert,  tfaey  bad  achieved  all  their  enter- 
wises.  They  bad  wrested  the  seeptre  of 
Ohaikmagne  from  the  giant  grasp  of  Nwoleon. 
Iltej  bad  extingoiahed  the  rising  flune  of  liberty 
b  Piedmont  and  Naples,  and  placed  npon 
tttt  he«d  of  the  Anttrian  monarA  the  iron 
<rown  ot  Lombardy.  They  had  oondderably 
SDlarged  their  own  territory,  and  erected  new 
Uisdoma  out  of  the  fragments  of  provinoes 
tna  fonner  repoblios.  They  had  restored  all 
Hw  branchea  of  the  honae  of  Bonrbon  to  the 
thrones  of  their  ancestors,  and  they  were 
imioos  to  leioatate  the  Spanish  branch  in  its 
iltla-nwrine  poimeBsions.  By  their  joint  eSbrts 
and  their  joint  cooneels,  they  had  enacted  won- 
doa  in  Europe  in  support  of  what  they  termed 
legitimate  Goveraqente,  and  tbey  vunly  tbonght 
they  ooold  extend  their  princtplea  to  the  aonth- 
cm  part  of  this  continent.  They  were  opposed 
to  what  they  called  anarchio  ana  revolutionary 
principles,  everywhere,  and  of  this  oharacter 
Uiey  eoDcuved  to  be  those  of  the  Spanish 
American  States.  If  they  could  have  suc- 
ceeded, in  the  South,  in  putting  down  principles 
Mgnate  witji  oQr  own,  it  was  strongly  appre- 
b^ed  they  would  next  tarn  tiieir  arms  against 
BB,  uid  althoDgh  they  could  not  subdue  ns,  they 
night  give  ns  much  trouble,  and  pnt  us  to  great 
•xpense.  Nor  was  this  considerea  a  vain  appre- 
hnisioQ  bj  many  poUti<4ane  of  that  day.     The 

Cir  of  Napoleon  was  so  flrmlj  established — 
oe,  as  if  sown  with  the  dragOD's  teeth,  and 
peeeuUng  the  aspect  of  an  Intrenched  camp, 
ns  DO  etron^y  forUfied,  as  to  induce  the  belief 
thu  no  hnmoQ  power  could  penetrate  her  troa- 
t>er;  yet,  notwithstanding  this  military  array, 
notwithsiaDding  the  intrepid  character  of  the 
freaah  population,  notwithstanding  the  super- 
knnaii  geidns  of  the  chief  by  whom  thev  were 
led  to  battle,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  this 
iron  o<dassiia  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  France, 
wboee  inSuence  bad  been  felt  from  the  Rhine 
to  Idke  Ladt^a,  was  compelled  to  pass  under 
the  yoke,  and  to  receive  the  same  person  as  her 
master,  whom,  twenty  years  before,  she  had 
eiicled  from  her  soil  as  unworthy  of  her 
•Beglanee.  Having  performed  these  martial 
fcate  against  a  people  so  renowned,  they  were 
Tain  enough  to  imagine  tbey  could  compass  any 
tbiog.  The  year  befbre  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Honroe,  they  had  been  in  friendly  and'confi- 
dentlal  consultatjon  at  Terona,  aiid  were  sus- 
perted  to  have  matured  measnrea,  batched  In 


secret  and  in  the  dark,  antinet  the  liberty  and 
indepeodence  of  the  SpantBh  American  States ; 
and  a  part  of  th^r  aytbem  had  been  actually 
developed  by  the  invauoo  of  Spain  under  the 
banner  of  France,  But,  in  consegiience  of  the 
Message,  and  the  protest^  of  a  simitar  character, 
on  the  part  of  En^and,  it  is  thought,  by  many, 
they  were  deterred  from  an  armed  interference 
in  Uie  affiurs  of  Spanish  America. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  ostensible  object  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  was,  to  mana^  the  eoncema 
they  had  in  charge  in  conformity  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  But,  shortly  after  the  formation 
of  tbis  league,  symptoms  of  political  regenera- 
^n  made  tbeir  appearance,  and  assomed  an 
alarming  aspect  in  all  the  weet  of  Europe ;  and 
this  saored  league,  profesdng  to  have  Christian- 
ity fbr  its  buttress  and  ita  guide,  was  suddenly 
diverted  from  its  ostensible  purpose,  and  di- 
rected ^dnst  the  progress  of  liberal  princi- 
ples ;  or,  as  they  termed  tliem,  revolution  and 
iUe^timacy.  At  Troppan  and  Laybach,  they 
op^y  avowed  their  determination  to  put 
down  revolution  wherever  it  should  appeai^^ 
even  among  nations  of  acknowledged  inde- 
pendence. This  system,  it  is  tme,  was  confined 
to  Europe,  but  it  was  not  known  bow  soon  it 
might  be  extended  to  the  American  continent ; 
ana  hence  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, that  we  could  not  view  with  IndifTeTenoe 
tiie  &ttem{>t,  by  any  European  power,  to  O^ 
press  our  si^r  Republicii,  or  interfere  in  their 
domestic  affairs.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  have  been  viewed  as  a  pledge.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  President  has  no  ftnthority  to 
pledge  this  notion  to  any  course  of  foreign  pol- 
icy, except  through  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  declaration,  Uien,  however  it  might  have 
been  viewed  by  foreign  powers,  was,  in  refer- 
once  to  onr  ooustitntion  and  laws,  a  SruCim 
/ulmen,  and  of  no  more  binding  effect  upon  ns, 
than  the  edicts  of  Fez  or  Constantinople.  In 
making  this  observation,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  oensnre  the  late  President  for  using  this  lan- 
guage, if  it  was  intended  by  htm  tiiat  Con- 
gress should  express  on  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; or  that  foreign  naticmsshonld  be  apprised 
of  bis  individnal  opinion  aa  to  the  course  we 
ongbt  to  pursue  in  the  contingency  contem- 
plated. But  this  deolaration  of  his  sentiments 
created  no  obligation  on  this  nation.  Had  the 
contingency  occurred,  we  would  have  been 
bound,  neither  in  morality  nor  honor,  to  carry 
the  declaration  into  effect,  or  to  redeem  any 
pledge,  had  he  made  one  not  sanctioned  by  the 
constitation.  If  any  President  were  to  make 
a  pledge  in  a  form  unknown  or  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution,  he  would  be  obnoxious  to  Just 
censure  and  the  severest  reprobation.  Bu^  in 
the  present  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  conceive 
no  pledge  to  have  been  given,  unless  the  in- 
structions  to  Mr.  Poinsett  will  Justify  such  an 
inference.  In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  2St^  of  March,  1S26,  reference  ia 
mode  to  the  Message  in  qneatiou,  and  that  Min- 
ister is  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  th« 
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Uexican  OoTemment  to  ita  contents.  The 
mADner  of  osing  the  Message  is  left  to  tii, 
Poinsett  himfteli^  who  was  a  member  of  Con- 
gress when  it  was  commonioated  to  tbat  bod;, 
and  who  was  well  acqnaintod  with  the  circnm- 
Btancee  and  secret  springs  which  had  induced 
it.  Hr.  Poinsett  knew  the  President  ooold 
give  no  ple<lge,  withobt  the  intervenUon  of  a 
treat;,  ssuctioned  b;  the  Senate ;  and  he, 
therefore,  could  not  have  viewed  the  declari- 
tJOD  in  any  other  light  than  the  opinion  of  a 
distingoiehed  and  inflneotial  individual,  at  the 
head  of  our  Government,  that  snch  oogbt  and 
vould  be  oar  polic;,  should  the  contemplated 
oontingenc;  occur.  Whether  there  was  an; 
JQSt  or  rational  apprehension  of  an  armed  in- 
terference of  the  Holj  Alliance,  in  &e  contest 
between  Spain  and  her  former  colonies;  or 
that  anj  trans-Atlantic  nation  meditated  the 
establishment  of  new  oolonies  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine. 
But  the  declaration  of  the  President  proceeded 
npou  this  apprehension ;  althongb,  in  tmth 
and  reality,  it  might  have  been  gronndleas.  It 
certainly  would  have  been  a  mad  project  to 
transport  forces  across  the  great  ocean  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  new  Republics,  when  it  was 
oerta^y  known  that  England  wonld  oppose 
tiin  enterprise,  with  all  her  naval,  fisc^  and 
military  means.  The  other  part  of  the  declara- 
tion, that  we  would  saffer  no  Enropean  power 
to  colonize  any  part  of  North  and  Bouth 
America — was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  rash  and 
inconsiderate,  and  ntlerly  incompaUble  with 
the  pacific  and  nnarobitioDS  spirit  of  onr  Re- 
publican institntions.  There  was  no  necessity 
to  make  it,  as  it  regarded  onr  own  territory, 
and  I  cannot  perceive  the  policy  of  making 
war  in  defence  of  foreign  soil.  I  trust  this  na- 
tion will  never  wage  war  to  maintain  the  ter- 
ritorial integrity  of  other  nations,  unices  it 
should  be  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own 
safety.  We  can  never  hesitate  to  defend  onr 
own  soil,  but  it  wonld  lie  highly  impolitic  and 
rainoos  to  embark  onr  means  and  onr  lives  in 
the  defence  of  other  nations. 

But,  Ur.  Chairman,  whether  the  events  con- 
templated by  the  late  President — European  in- 
terference or  coloniiation — will  ever  occur  or 
not ;  or  whether  the  present  President  intend- 
ed, in  bis  instructions  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  to  make 
a  pledge  or  not,  it  is  very  certain  the  Mex- 
ican Government  cannot  view  it  in  that  light, 
after  the  explanation  of  that  Minister  to  the 
Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  as  detailed  by  him, 
in  his  letter  of  the  Slst  Augnst,  1626.  Accord- 
ing to  this  statement,  he  explictly  informed  the 
Secretary,  "that  the  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  known  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  Dnited  States 
towards  the  new  Republics,  did  not  confer 
apon  them  the  privilege  of  demanding  our  in- 
terference as  a  right,"  Whatever  impressions 
may  have  been  eniertained  by  the  Mexican 
Government  prior  to  this  explanation,  none 
coald  remun.  as  to  the  existence  of  a  pledge. 
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after  it  The  declaration,  thns  explidned. 
amounted  to  this — that  the  Government  and 
people  of  this  oountry  cherished  the  most  smi- 
cable  feelings  towards  the  new  fitates  of  the 
Sonth,  and  that  they  ought  to  consider  these 
feelings  as  a  sore  gnarantee  that  this  conntry 
would  not  be  a  cold  and  inactive  spectatrix  (^ 
any  attempt  to  dismember  their  territory,  or 
to  reduce  Uiem  to  their  former  state  of  colonial 
vassalage.  To  any  alliance,  offensive  or  defen- 
sive, or  any  pledge  involving  our  peace,  1  am 
decidedly  opposed.  If  any  Enropean  nation 
should  attempt  to  put  down  the  new  Repub- 
lics, it  will  be  time  enough,  then,  to  act  as  onr 
interest  or  policy  may  dictate;  but  let  us  not 
tie  ourselves  down  by  any  stipnlation,  by 
which  our  peace  may  be  in  the  power  of  any 
foreign  nation.  The  Spanish  American  States 
may  be  invoived  in  roinona  wan,  not  only  wiUi 
European  nations,  but  with  one  another ;  end, 
if  we  once  i>ecome  entangled  in  their  political 
systems,  we  shall  find  ourselves  in  the  position 
of  England  towards  the  continent  of  Europe 
during  the  last  and  present  centuries — con- 
stantly wasting  onr  blood  and  treasure  in 
maintaining  the  balance  of  power  among  these 
Stat«a.  That  they  will  be  engaged  in  wars 
among  themselves,  there  is  no  doubt.  One 
already  exists  between  Braxil  and  La  Plata; 
and  territorial  disputes  bav&alreody  arisen  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Guatemala. 

Mr.  Jahss  Jobnson  next  rose,  and  thns  ad* 
dressed  the  commit(«e : 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  treat  with  disreqieet 
the  opinion  of  any  of  the  members  of  thb 
Honse.  They  possess  the  right  to  eigoy  their 
opinions :  I  possess  the  same  right ;  and  the 
right  also  to  express  itj  as  I  tmst  1  shall  ever 
do,  on  all  proper  occasions,  firmly  and  inde- 
pendently. Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  ■ 
seat  here,  I  have  often  felt  pleasant  emotions, 
I  see  around  me  the  Representatives  of  the 
great  American  family.  I  see  those  whom  the 
members  of  that  family  have  selected  for  their 
virtne  and  intelligence  to  deliberate  on  all  sub- 
jects in  which  their  interest  are  involved.  I 
am  bound  to  believe  that  we  are  aiming  at  the 
same  great  resnlt,  the  honor  and  hapiiinees  of 
our  country,  although  we  widely  differ  on 
many  subjects  as  to  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
taining it.  Were  we  to  pursue  the  policy  re- 
commended and  advocate  by  some  gentiemen, 
it  would  end,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  prostration 
of  that  liberty  which  they  wish  to  preserve. 
Neither  wiU  I  indnlge  any  feeling  of  dWespect 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation.  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  his  person,  for  the  high 
station  which  he  fills,  for  the  people,  for  my- 
self, to  indnlge  in  any  thing  of  the  kind :  al- 
thongb be  was  not  my  choice,  yet,  air,  he  is  the 
President  of  this  people :  yes,  for  those  who 
voted  against  him,  as  well  as  those  who  voted 
for  him.  And  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  I  will 
support  any  measure  which  he  recommenda, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  comports  with  the  inter- 
eats  of  this  nation.    Te^  I  will ;  and  w«re  it 
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■  JeffeTBOQ — who,  I  Bm  free  to  acknowledge,  is 
mf  greoteat  poMoal  favorite  among  all  men 
who  DOW  tire  on  earth — were  he  to  propose  a 
measnre  which  wonid  have  an  opposite  effect. 
I  would  oppose  it.  Measures,  not  men,  shonld 
pilot  this  enlightened  assemblT  to  proper  and 
oappf  coDolngiDns.  The  President  has  lud  be- 
fbre  this  House  the  whole  enbject  of  the  Pana- 
ma misdon.  He  has  aaked  our  opinion.  I  am 
now  about  to  give  it  hy  Toting  for  the  amend- 
ment proposea  bj  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware. And  whether  he  had  asked  it  or  not,  I 
wonld  still  giTe  it,  i^  in  raj  opinion,  it  was 
neceasATf .  Tet,  the  KenlJeman  from  Virginia 
snpposea  we  have  no  n^t  to  give  onr  opmion 
— that,  in  so  doing,  we  infringe  on  the  rights 
And  powers  of  the  Exeontive.  Yea,  he  goes 
further — that  he  wonld  rafbse  to  give  anj 
opinion  to  the  Exeontive,  even  though  he  were 
requested  so  to  do.  For  what  do  we  oome  to 
this  pUcet  To  nnite  with  each  branch  of  the 
Government,  oonjointlj,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
liberation ;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  our  opin- 
ions, and  hearing  others  ^ve  their  opinions, 
and  arriving  at  a  result  whioh  will  promote 
Qie  general  weal ;  to  mingle  sentiments  and ' 
opinions  with  each  other.  But  no,  says  the 
gentiemao  from  Virginia,  I  will  not  give  any 
opinion,  though  solit^ted  by  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  this  Govemiuent:  and  although  the  ' 
peace,  the  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
Government,  are  involved  in  the  question,  he 
wonld  be  silent — he  wonld  not  obey  this  rea- 
tonable  reqaest.  It  really  seems  to  me,  that, 
when  wo  meet  at  the  seat  of  Government,  we 
are  taaght  from  this  dootrine  that  the  different 
departments  of  Government,  instead  of  form- 
ing one  great  whole,  a  nnit,  are  placed  npon 
the  footing  of  strangers,  of  foreign  nations,  and 
must  observe  all  the  forms  and  etiqaette  whioh 
foreign  courts  do  to  one  another.  A  co-ordi- 
nate nranch  of  this  Government  requests  the 
minion  of  another  on  a  great  political  ques- 
tion, to  strengthen  his  h^ids.  No,  says  the 
gentleman,  I  would  refuse.  "  United  we  stand, 
oivided  we  fall."  But  no :  let  the  President 
act  sinde-handed,  and  the  Government  moves 
on  with  more  power  than  to  act  with  the  co- 
operation of  this  House.  Tniat  Is  more  com- 
mon than  a  general  connoQ  among  all  Imdies  of 
people!  And  the  more  critical  and  gloomy  the 
occasion,  the  ^eator  necessity  for  a  general 
council.  This  is  often  practised  by  the  best  of 
generals  in  an  army.  It  was  intended  to  be 
practised  by  this  Oovemment  when  three  sep- 
arate bodies  of  magistracy  were  established. 
In  the  multitude  of  council  there  is  safety : 
jee,  safety — it  is  a  true  maxim.  It  may  do 
moch  good :  it  cannot  do  tiarm,  when  there  is 
&  general  connoil  with  the  co-ordinate  branches 
of  the  Government.  If  they  apree,  it  is  a 
bappy  circumstance;  if  they  disagree,,  each 
party  ia  left  where  it  was,  acting  in  the  sphere 
of  its  own  orbit.  Eaob  being  responsible  to 
tliat  augnst  tribunal  for  its  opinions  and  its  do- 
ings—the  peWe— «iid  from  which  reeponsibil- 
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ity  this  House  onght  never  to  shrink.  From 
which  I  never  will  shrink  while  I  have  a  vote 
fn  this  HaU. 

Much  has  l>een  s^d  in  relation  to  that  part 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  Message  of  1623,  which  stated 
that  this  Government  eonld  not  look  with  in- 
difference at  the  interference  of  any  other 
power  between  Spain  and  her  South  American 
colonies.  Nor  for  any  power,  except  Spain,  to 
occupy  Cnba,  This  declaration  was  made,  at 
the  time,  to  meet  a  particular  crisis,  a  particu- 
lar occasion,  existing  at  the  time  it  was  made ; 
and  also  to  meet  all  other  occasions  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  whioh  may  happen.  It  was 
understood,  when  made  by  this  House,  by  the 
Republics  of  the  8onth,  by  Europe,  by  the 
world.  There  was  some  huard  in  naing  this 
langoage,  when  it  was  used.  There  was  a 
hamd  that  it  might  be  offensive  to  Europe ; 
that  it  might  cause  ns  some  difficulty ;  tnat 
they  mi^t  view  it  aa  a  menace  that  did  not 
comport  with  their  dignity  to  endure.  It  was, 
however,  Jnst,  and  received  the  sanction  and 
[4)probation  of  the  world.  Heaven  seemed  to 
smile  upon  this  eventful  epoch.  This  nation 
took  a  high  and  elevated  stand.  It  was  saoo> 
tioned  by  the  British  Government  in  a  most 
distinguished  manner,  highly  honorable  to  this 
nation,  and  magnanimous  in  that  in  doing  ua 
justice,  and  winch  has  been  portrayed  in  snch 
glowing  terms  by  the  gentieman  from  Hasso- 
ohusetta.  The  words  of  the  President  were 
oorrect  as  to  time — correct  as  to  form  and  btA- 
stance:  they  were  sanctioned  by  this  nation, 
they  were  predicated  npon  oorrect  prindples,' 
The  words  have  issued  ftom  this  nation,  they 
will  not  be  recalled.  No,  sir ;  I  will  not  agree 
to  recall  them :  neither  will  I  agree  to  ga^ 
conade  over  them ;  neither  will  I  give  my  con- 
sent for  any  of  our  Ministers  to  cnve  theu-  ccn- 
strudions  of  that  declaration.  They  speak  fbr 
themselree,  and  when  it  is  necessary  to  give 
them  their  effect,  It  must  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. They  are  made,  and  there  let  them 
rest  nntJI  a  dmilar  ooca^on  occurs  to  those 
which  gave  rise  to  them,  and  then,  and  not  nn- 
til  then,  let  the  subject  come  before  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  nowhere  else,  to  give  the  proper 
construction,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  it 
may  consider  just  and  right.  Sir,  you  may  de- 
stroy any  thing  by  nnrsing  it.  There  was  cer- 
tainly a  groat  fitness  between  the  declaration  of 
the  President  and  the  occasion  which  urged  It. 
It  was  on  elevated  stand  which  the  Govern- 
ment assumed.  But  to  remain  so,  we  ought  to 
have  the  modesty  not  annually  to  declaim  and 
boast  on  the  subject.  It  is  easy  to  destroy  the 
constitution  of  the  finest  child  by  too  much 
nursing ;  and  It  is  more  easy  to  destroy  the 
happy  effeote  of  the  stand  ta^en  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1B28,  by  recurring  often  to  It  un- 
necesaarily.  The  possession  of  Cuba  Is  of  vital 
importance  to  this  nation.  It  Is  the  key  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  It  lies  directly  in 
the  route,  fVom  Qie  mouth  of  that  river,  to  the 
Atlantic  dtiea.    It  la,  however,  not  our  prop- 
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ertj ;  it  belongs  to  Old  Spain.  Neither  caa 
we  obtain  it  upon  (my  jast  and  oorreot  ^inci- 
ple,  withDut  tiie  consent  of  Old  Bpun.  TJoleBs 
wo  were  at  war,  there  is  bat  one  way  to  obtain 
it — which  is  b^pnrohase.  Bpain,  however,  and 
the  wntliem  Republics  are  at  war;  and  in 
order  to  cripple  Spain  in  any  way,  which  the; 
have  the  power  to  do,  these  Eepnblica  have  the 
ri^bt  to  oonqaer  it  aid  take  poMession  of  it,  if 
It  u  in  their  power.  If  they  possess  the  physi- 
cal force,  it  is  all  that  is  reqnired ;  and,  aooord- 
ing  to  the  mlea  of  war,  it  is  right  and  Jost  to 
make  the  attempt  It  is  stated  that  these  Re- 
publics contemplate  an  attack  on  Onba.  Should 
uey  observe  tJie  rales  belon^^  to  honorable 
warfare,  as  settled  in  the  oiviliEed  world,  we 
oanoot  do  otherwise  than  remain  a  spectator  of 
tlie  conflict,  observing  a  strict  nentrtuity.  Bnt, 
■iMinld  a  different  coarse  be  porsned,  which  is 
endrely  practicable,  (I  mean  a  servile  war  be- 
tween slave  end  master,)  then  it  would  com- 
port with  the  laws  of  heaven  and  eartb,  to  pat 
a  stop  to  it,  if  in  ooT  power.  It  would  be  only 
jnstice  to  onrselves.  Umnan  natore  wonld  hold 
m  everlasting  remembrance  snch  interference, 
and  would  owe  to  as  a  debt  of  unboonded  grat- 
itude  during  tjme.  Xhis  shows  that  the  period 
is  pregnant  with  great  events.  It  is  truly  a 
crisis — we  should  not  incur  the  charge  of  sleep- 
ing on  onr  post.  It  is  proper  that  we  should 
have  agents  at  the  Oongress  of  Panama.  It  at- 
baots  the  attention  of  other  nations.  We 
should  possess  sentinela,  then,  near  tlte  post  of 
danger.  This  wonld  enable  this  Government 
to  act  early  and  promptly,  if  neoessary.  It  will 
be  ready  to  meet  any  difficulties,  if  any  shonld 
arise,  in  our  relations  with  tiiem,  from  the 
best  view  of  the  mUeot  which  I  am  master  o^ 
it  appears  to  me  vitally  important  to  send  Vin- 
isters  at  ogeuta  to  FaDama ;  j^  to  mark  well 
every  step  they  take,  so  as  to  secure  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  every  point  <tf  view,  blameless  be- 
fore the  world. 

T&DBBDAT,  April  30. 
UMan  to  Panama. 

The  noose  having  agMn  resolved  Itself  into 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Fnion,  Mr.  Tohlikson  in  the  chair,  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  roreigu  Relations, 
on  the  subject  of  the  mission  to  Panama — the 
amendment  of  iii.  HoLasb,  as  modified,  being 
also  nnder  consideration — 

Mr.  BAKT].BtT  said,  he  asked  the  Indolgence 
of  a  word.  Uia  purpose  was  to  separate  his 
vote  from  the  qnestions  which  had  been  ar- 
gaed,  and  to  pnt  it  npon  the  qnestions  to  be 
decided. 

Will  thia  Honse,  siud  Ur.  B.,  assome  to  dve 
instractions  to  oar  foreign  Uinist«rs!  Will 
this  House  attempt  to  annex  conditions  to  ita 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Ministers! 


o  our  foreign  poUoj  t    Is  the  p<dioy  indicated 


by  the  proposed  amendment  the  true  policy  of 
this  country  ?  These  questions,  at  this  period, 
I  do  not  propose  to  discnie.  I  will  trespass 
only  so  far  as  to  state  the  poutions  I  hold  in 
relation  to  them. 

Is  there  an  individual  in  this  House  who  will 
pretend  to  the  right  of  instmcling  Ministers,  or 
of  annexing  conditions  to  appropriations  for 
their  support?  I  will  do  no  snch  thing.  I 
needed  not  the  able  arguments  to  which  I  have 
listened,  to  convince  me  of  the  impropriety  of 
HDch  pretence.  Bnt  why  have  soch  argamenta 
been  urged  against  the  proposed  amendment  I 
Can  it  bear  such  constniotion  t  If  so,  I  wonld 
resist  it.  In  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  forced 
to  such  purpose.  Upon  what  are  we  acting  t 
Upon  an  appropriation  biU  I  No.  Upon  any 
l^islative  measure  binding  upon  the  Execu- 
tive !  So ;  but  npon  an  abstract  proposition, 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affturs,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  a  certain 
contemplated  mission ;  and  in  whatever  words 
the  resolution  may  be  framed,  its  {)nrport  is  no 
more  or  less  than  that ;  and  when  it  shall  have 


or  retarded  by  the  result.  True,  there  is  a  bill 
reported  by  another  oommittee,  making  appro- 

E nations  for  the  misuon  to  Panama ;  whi*^ 
ill  is  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  \  but  that  oir- 
otunstance  no  more  connects  it  with  this  reso- 
lution, in  any  legal  affinity,  than  any  or  every 
other  bill  which  is  or  may  be  referred  to  thia 
committee.  It  is  as  independent  of  this  reso- 
lution, as  the  bill  providing  for  the  BevolatitHi- 
ary  Officers.  Considering,  then,  this  reeolnti(«t 
and  amendment  not  as  an  instmctiou  or  condi- 
tion, but  as  an  abstract  expresdon  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Hoose,  is  it  competent  and  proper 
for  UH  to  express  opinions  m  r^ation  to  onr 
foreign  policy  i  We  have  been  told,  it  is  no 
part  of  our  duty  or  our  right ;  that  it  is  even 
nuconstituUonal.  I  hold,  sir,  that  it  is  at  all 
times  onr  right — often  our  duty.  Tet  the  gen- 
tieman  &om  Maine  (Mr.  Spbaoub)  has  wanted 
OB,  if  we  adopt  this  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  it  will  lead  to  conse- 
qoeoces  which  shall  produce  greater  changes  in 
yonr  ooo^titntion,  than  the  adoption  of  all  the 
twenty  amendments  which  have  been  offered 
at  this  session.  Sir,  if  the  principle  contended 
for,  by  Che  friends  of  this  proposition,  be  thus 
fatal,  that  gentiemsn's  fears  come  too  late— 
"  the  deed  is  done  " — the  constitution  has  long 
since  been  destroyed.  From  'BS  to  the  present 
day,  the  r^;ht  now  contended  for  has  been  nni- 
formly  claimed  and  ezerdsed.  In  tiie  first  in- 
Btitation  of  the  Government  It  was  exercised, 
in  a  moch  more  imposing  form,  too,  than  ia 
now  proposed.  Then,  it  was  not  in  the  com- 
paratively inefficient  shape  of  a  resolution, 
merely  entered  upon  yonr  journals,  but  as  a 
solemn  answer  to  the  Preudent's  Address. 
passed  by  the  House,  and  formally  presented 
by  the  whole  House,  with  the  Weaker  at  thur 
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head,  in  solemn  prooesdon.  Let  gentlemen 
who  sappoae  this  A  naw  okim  of  power,  tarn 
t>  the  records  of  former  davs,  where  they  will 
And,  ID  the  answers  referred  to,  and  in  resola- 
tiona,  Gongread  hsTe  often  apokeo,  and  in  lon- 
goage,  too,  of  no  equivocal  import.  Bat,  taj 
genuemen,  snoh  expre«ioii  pf  opinion  impOBee 
no  obligation  upon  tho  Esecntive,  and  is,  tnere- 
(on,  nngatoiy.  I  grant  it  has  not  the  force  of 
aa  enactment ;  ana  if  it  bad,  I  woald  oppose 
U :  and  yet,  even  if  entirely  disregarded  by  the 
ExeeatiTe,  other  resalta  oome  of  it,  important 
to  OTir  welfare  and  om-  character.  Some  {^n- 
tlnneD,  however,  have  admitted  the  propriety 
of  a  general  expresdon  of  opinion,  as  to  all 
oar  foreign  polioy,  bnt  deny  tlie  right  in  any 
parijcnlar  case.  I  do  not  nnderstano,  either  in 
logic  or  mathematics,  how  a  port  is  greater 
than  the  whole — how  we  have  a  right  to  speak 
of  alt  the  nationa  of  the  earth,  bnt  Bot  ofviy 
one  of  them.  But,  if  gentlemen,  who  attempt 
this  diatinctioo,  will  open  any  volume  of  onr 
Jonmals,  fk>m  the  organization  of  the  Qovem- 
meot,  they  will  find  enongh  of  opiaions  partak- 
ing quite  as  mneh  of  iodlvidnnlity  as  the  pres- 
ent. They  will  And  the  llouse  saying  what 
particular  acts  ought  to  be  done  by  France,  i>e- 
fore  a  Uinister  should  be  sent  at  all.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mi.  AsoHsn,)  who 
now  encounters  such  constdtutional  diSicaltiea, 
wiQ  find  his  own  name  recorded  in  the  affirma- 
tive, witit  the  name  of  every  other  member  of 
the  Honse,  sare  one,  upon  a  resolution  express- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  a  question 
of  its  relations  with  oert^n  Qovemments  of 
Sonth  America — a  question,  too,  entirely  with- 
in the  Ezecntire  power  and  Eieoutive  discre- 
tion. And  yet  la  such  opiuion  nugatory,  be- 
eoose  it  has  no  foroe  of  a  legal  enactmeot? 
No.  Whatever  forms  onr  Government  may 
poeseas,  it  is  a  Qovemroent  of  opinion.  It 
rests  on  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  if  not 
■ostuned  by  it,  it  exiata  not  a  day.  It  may  be, 
then,  the  dnty  of  this  House,  aa  the  Represent- 
stivea  of  the  people,  to  snatsio  the  EieouttTe 
by  the  opinion  of  the  people ;  and  if  they  mi»- 
repreaent  that  opinion,  the  people  themselves 
will  reverse  it. 

War  is  a  great  evil,  and  should,  if  possible, 
be  avoided ;  but  even  snoh  an  evil  should  not 
be  avoided  at  the  eniense  of  a  nation's  liberty. 
It  is  an  evil  which  thLs  oountry  has  shown  it  is 
not  prepared  to  avoid,  at  so  great  an  expense. 
In  Uia  exercise  of  the  discretion  referred  to, 
the  ^urcumstances  under  which  the  menacing 
nation  is  placed,  should  always  be  taken  into 
Tiew.  If  those  circnmstanoea  clearly  indicate 
nn  onfriendly  design  towards  the  third  or  neu- 
tral nation,  delay  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign 
authority  of  anoh  third  or  neutral  nation  in 
m^ing  resistance,  is  not  only  nnwise,  bnt 
eriminaL  With,  these  principles  before  ns, 
clearly  prescribed  in  every  code  of  interna- 
tional law,  and  as  clearly  sanctioned  by  every 
nation  that  has  gone  before  na,  what  should  be 
onr  coorae^  were  Fiaaoe,  or  any  other  great 
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power  of  Enrope,  to  attempt  to  Bubjugate,  and 
plant  its  power  either  in  Mexico,  or  on  the 
island  of  Cuba,  or  Porto  Bioo  I  The  circum- 
stances under  which  they  are  placed,  in  rela- 
tion  to  this  country,  I  say,  would  render  it 
criminal  in  the  constituted  authorities  in  this 
country,  to  stand  by  with  folded  arms,  and  ao- 
quiesce  in  such  a  movement  What  ore  those 
circnmstonces)  As  far  back  as  1828,  when 
thia  Government  was  ni^tiating  with  Russia 
in  relation  to  the  Northwest  Coast,  the  princi- 
ple hod  been  assumed  br  this  Oovemment,  as 
one  in  which  we  have  a  deep  interest — that  the 
American  continents,  by  tlieir  free  and  inde- 
pendent condition,  were  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered OS  subjects  for  fliture  colonization  by 
the  powers  of  Europe.  A  principle  not  so 
broad,  however,  as  bod  been  anppoaed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Rivna;)  bnt  it 
was  laid  down  as  a  prinoiple  tqiplicable  to 
those  portions  of  the  two  continents  which 
had  disenthralled  themselves  from  ooloDiol 
shackles,  and  was  not  intended  to  apply  to 
those  portions  to  which  those  powers  bad  aa 
undisputed  claim.  This  princinle  had  been 
assumed  on  the  ground  that  we  had  a  right  to 
opptrae  the  establishment,  on  onr  own  borders, 
and  in  onr  neighborhood,  of  a  power  danger- 
ous to  our  own  liberties;  and  on  the  ground 
that,  by  the  independent  condition  of  the 
southern  Republics,  the  Dnitod  States  enjoyed 
the  right  of  commercial  intercourse  with  them, 
and  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a  system  of 
colonization  over  them,  would  be  to  usurp,  to 
the  eiclnuon  of  the  United  States,  a  commer- 
cial int«rconrm  which  was  the  common  prop- 
erty of  all.  The  Government  of  Russia  acqui- 
esced in  these  principles,  and  has  not  said 
aught  against  them.  The  same  principles,  it 
has  been  already  shown  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstbr,)  were,  in  the 
most  flattering  manner  to  this  oountry,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  British  Parliament;  and  even 
extended  as  they  have  been  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, so  OS  to  embrace  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  they  have  been  sanctioned  and  entirely 
acquiesced  in  by  the  then  great«st  powers  of 
Enrope— Russia,  England,  and  Franoe.  The 
views  of  the  Busuan  Government  have  been 
communicated  to  us  in  the  letter  of  Count 
Nesselrode  to  Mr.  Middleton ;  and  those  of  the 
French  Cabinet  have  been  shown  by  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Brown,  our  Minister  to  Paris,  to  Mr. 
Clay.  It  is  also  known  that  the  Britim  Gov- 
ernment acquiesces  in  the  same  doctrine. 

These,  then,  are  the  circumstances  nnder 
which  either  of  those  powers  would  be  placed, 
were  they  to  attempt  to  Buljjugate  any  of  the 
Governments  of  the  South,  or  to  seize  upon 
Cuba  or  Porto  Rico.  And,  ahoold  any  such 
attempt  be  mode  nnder  these  circumstances, 
would  we  even  be  allowed  to  doubt  that  it  woa 
with  views  unfriendly  to  ns  ?  Could  it  be  re- 
garded in  any  other  light  than  an  attempt  at 
dangerous  aggrandizement,  such  aa  to  enable 
them  to  give  law  to  nst    Could  it  be  regarded 
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in  any  other  li^t  thao  aa  maDifesting  a  most 
deadly  hatred  of  frae  iostitntioDS,  and  a  fixed 
detonninatioa  to  arrest  their  farther  progreae, 
if  Dot  finallj'  to  deetrof  them!  And  would 
Bot  Buoh  attempt  juBtifj  ne,  not  onl^  in  speak- 
ing ia  decided  langoage,  bat  in  taking  decided 
measnrea  to  prevent  it !  He  thought  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West,  and  the  people  of  the  nation, 
wonld  Baj — jea.  But  it  haa  oeen  a^d  there  is 
no  danger  that  onj  snoh  attempt  will  Iw  made. 
If  that  be  tme,  he  would  ask,  wliere  was  the 
seceasit;  of  aajing  any  thing  abont  it  in  the 
reeolntion  before  as !  Sir,  eaid  he,  the  reaoln- 
tion  itself  implies  tJiat  there  is  danger,  and  it  is 
bManse  of  this  danger  that  gentlemen  are 
iftaid  onr  neutrality  ma;  be  violated  by  enter- 
ing into  nnwiae  allianoea,  and  nnwise  Joint 
declarations  to  avert  iL  He  waa  opposed,  he 
aaid,  to  the  whole  amvidment,  a  part  of  which 
it  was  the  ol^eot  of  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  out.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  Deoanse  he 
Gonoeived  it  to  be  a  moat  dangerous  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  House  with  the  treaty- 
making  power — an  ioterferenoe  which  he  con- 
oeived  more  important  in  Its  tendency  than  the 
misaion  to  Panama  could  be.  But  he  waa  par- 
ticularly opposed  to  that  part  of  it  which  was 
proposed  to  be  stricken  ouL  He  waa  opposed 
to  it,  not  alone  on  the  score  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  waa  presented,  hot  upon  principle. 
This  Government  had  taken  its  stand  several 
jem  ago,  in  relation  to  the  polity  it  intended 
to  pursue  towarda  the  South  Am^ioan  Repub- 
Uos.  That  policy  had  met  the  approbation, 
not  only  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
but  of  three  of  tie  great  powers  of  Europe ; 
and  that  policy  be  was  not  willing  to  abandon. 
And  if  we  send  Uiniaters  to  Panama,  ho  was 
not  for  sending  them  so  much  hampered  as  to 
be  unable  to  disouss  and  fully  oooaolt  on  any 
proposition  that  may  be  submitted  to  carry 
that  policy  into  ftall  ^eot.  Whilst  he  eaid  this, 
however,  he  was  free  to  declare,  that  he  was 
not  in  fovor  of  forming  allisnoes  with  any 
power  whatever.  Such,  he  said,  was  not  the 
object  of  the  President.  Any  one  who  woold 
read  his  Message  with  common  attention,  and 
common  candor,  he  thought,  would  admit  that 
such  was  not  his  object.  In  speaking  of  the 
Bul^ect  of  European  colonisation,  and  the 
means  of  resistiog  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  American 
Qovemments,  which  is  "  offered  aa  a  matter  for 
oonsnltatioQ  at  the  Oongress  merely,"  he  s^s : 
"Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any 
oonventional  eugagetuent  on  this  topic,  oar 
views  would  extend  no  furUier  ttian  to  a  mu- 
tual pledge  of  ttie  parties  to  the  otHnpaot  to 
m^ntain  the  priocipte  in  application  to  its  own 
territory,  and  to  permit  no  cdonlal  lodgements 
or  establishment  of  European  jurisdiction  upon 
Us  own  soil."  From  this  view  of  the  Preei- 
dent,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  no  design  is  ea- 
tertainod  to  enter  into  any  compact  by  which 
tbis  Qovenunent  will  be  pledgea  or  bound,  or 
oonld  ia  ai>y  degree  be  r^uired  to  iutei&re  in 
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resisting  such  encroachment  upon  the  territory 
of  any  Government  eicept  onr  own — a  pledge 
Qiat  I  grant  is  not  required  for  the  defepce  of 
oar  own  country.  Bat  if  there  should  be  waj 
attempt  to  subjugate,  by  force  or  seduction, 
any  of  the  new-bom  RepnbUos  of  the  South,  a 
solemn  declaration  of  each,  that  it  would  ad- 
here to  its  integrity,  and  rewst  every  such  at- 
tempt, might  not  be  entirely  nselcj^s. 

With  reference  to  the  declaration^  that  it  is 
proposed  to  oonsider — for  the  President  doea 
not  present  it  otherwise  than  aa  a  subject  for 
deliberation — he  says :  "  With  ren>ect  to  the  ob- 
trusive interference  horn  abroad,  if  its  fnture 
character  may  be  inferred  from  thnt  which  has 
been,  and  perhaps  stdU  is,  exercised  in  more 
than  one  of  the  new  Btat«s,  a  joint  declaration 
of  its  character,  and  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  that  the  occaaoo 
would  require."  The  object  of  snoh  a  declara- 
tion, evidently,  is  not  to  torm  any  compact  or 
allianoe  with  those  powers  by  wtuch  oar  nen- 
tral  relations  eon  be  changed,  but  is  merely  the 
exposure  of  tiie  character  of  any  interference 
that  m^  be  attempted  in  the  domestic  affurs 
of  those  Governments  by  the  European  powers. 
Such,  fbr  examine,  waa  the  proposition  made 
by  one  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe  to  one  of 
the  Bepuhlics  of  the  South,  to  guarantee  its  in- 
dependeooe  if  it  would  assome  a  kingly  Gov- 
ernment— a  proporition  that,  however  sedno- 
tive  in  its  character,  was  [somptly  r^ected. 
Snoh  a  deolarati<»,  ezponng  the  character  of 
snch  interference^  allliongfa  it  might  do  no  great 
good,  certainly  could  do  no  hann.  But,  wbetfa- 
er  the  United  States  should,  or  not,  be  parties 
to  such  a  declaration,  may,  in  the  lai^age  of 
the  President,  "Jnstiy  form  a  part  of  the  de- 
liberation." 

And  whether  they  shall,  or  not,  I,  for  one, 
am  disposed  to  submit  to  onr  Uiaisters,  under 
their  instractions  from  the  Executive,  whose 
situation  will  enable  him  to  survey  the  whole 
gronnd,  and  to  decide,  under  the  state  of  thinga 
existing  at  tlie  time,  more  correctiy  than  we 
now  can.  And  his  decision,  when  made,  will 
draw  after  it  the  asms  responsibility  that  at- 
taches to  his  other  official  acta.  In  a  word, 
said  Ifr.  0.,  I  am  disposed  to  leave  this  whole 
matter  under  the  oonstitutional  control  of  the 
Exeontiva,  and  leave  him  subject  to  that  re- 
sponsibility which  the  constitution  imposes 
npon  him.  To  place  it  on  any  other  ground,  ia 
to  subvert  the  constitution,  and  to  throw  cmi 
this  House  a  responsibility  which  it  onght  not 
to  bear.  What  course  this  Government  ehoiild 
take  in  relation  to  matters  that  may  arise  in 
future,  and  which  this  House  cannot  foresee,  ia 
a  question  that,  for  one,  I  am  not  (irepared  to 
decide.  Movements  may  be  making  by  the 
aUied  powers  of  Europe,  of  which  we  and  the 
Executive  may  both  be  ignorauL  But  the 
probability  is,  that  the  Executive,  in  doe  sea- 
son, will  be  informed  of  all  that  is  pasung,  and, 
when  infbrmed,  the  constitution  supposes  that 
he,  aa  the  Representative  of  the  people  of  the 
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United  SUtea,  for  this  purpoae,  will  adopt  such 
Gonrae  as  in  best  calculated  to  promote  tbeir  in- 
tereata.  To  sappoee  otberwiae,  ia  at  once  to 
pronoDDce  tiie  uilare  of  the  constitation,  in 
this  particular,  tA  answer  ths  pnrpoaefi  for 
wMcb  it  was  intended. 

It  is  oar  interwt  that  the  island  of  Cuba 
■boold  be  owned  bj  a  weak  nation,  or  remain 
a  colon?.  Its  weakness  woald  suit  oar  con- 
Tenience ;  bnt,  he  asked,  doea  it  follow  that  we 
are  justifiable  in  reeistiiiff,  bj  arme,  a  change  of 
its  oonditioa!  Certsiiu;  not,  unless  in  con- 
formitj  with  the  principle  of  self-defence,  the 
first  law  of  natore.  When  the  dangers  exist, 
whiob  the  gcatletuaa  now  seems  to  imagine  are 
even  at  our  doors,  his  rale  of  action  and  mj 
own  will  not  be  foond  materially  different 
Whea  the  interests  of  this  conntry  are,  b;  the 
Holy  Alliance,  or  any  other  power,  so  essen- 
tially disturbed  as  to  require  a  resort  to  arms, 
with  him  be  screed  the  citieens  of  the  West 
will  not  he  found  deficient  in  patriotism.  That 
Gonrage  whioh  nerred  the  arm,  and  prompted 
to  deeds  of  "  noble  achievement "  in  the  late 
war,  will  demand  action. 

When  what  is  called  the  Holy  Alliance 
was  instituted  by  some  of  the  most  powerfnl 
nationsof  Europe,  to  sustain  the  "divine  right" 
of  kings,  by  repreaaing  every  effort  which  might 
be  made  in  developing  and  fostering  the  rigbta 
of  man,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  what  was  the 
indignation  of  everj  patriot.  So  odious  was  it 
in  this  country,  that  it  was  everywhere  exe- 
crated and  denounced.  Now,  it  may  be  asked, 
what  is  the  olyoct  of  the  Oongress  to  be  held 
at  Panama  i  la  not  the  inference  strong  that  it 
is  to  operate  as  a  coantervailing  body }  Hr. 
Canas  speaks  of  the  European  "  Continental 
System,'  and  that  America  ahoald  form  a  sys- 
tem for  itself,  and  assemble,  by  its  Representa- 
Uves  in  Cortes,  whatever  circnmstances  mi^t 
require;  and  Hr.  Salazar  indicates  a  secret 
"  eventual  alliance."  It  is  far  iroai  me  to  say 
the  Boathem  Bepablics  ought  not  to  form 
among  themselves  an  allianoe  or  combination 
for  their  own  defence  against  Spun  or  any  other 
a-isailing  power.  Their  condition  is  very  simi- 
lar. They  were  all  colonies,  speaking  the  same 
language,  and  subject  to  the  same  power.  Their 
straggles  for  emancipation  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  same  canses.  Their  enemy  haa 
been  the  same,  and  their  toils  and  Bufferings 
have  been  crowned  by  the  same  happy  resnlta 
— as  Spain  still  refuses  to  reoogniie  their  inde- 
pendence, and  Satters  herself  that  their  fntare 
reduction  is  certain,  the  acquisition  of  strength 
by  a  confederacy,  ia  their  undoubted  right.  In 
making  this  aoknowledgment,  he  now  and  ever 
would  uroleat  against  our  becoming  a  party. 
We  could  gain  nothing,  and  might  put  much  at 
hazard.  In  strengthening  them,  we  should 
weaken  ourselves.  Shonld  the  Holy  Alliance 
make  any  movement  in  reference  to  this  con- 
tinent, Wording  satisfactory  proof  that  the  very 
annihilation  of  Republicanism,  or  Representa- 
tiTe  Government,  was   their  object,  then  it 


would  he  onr  duty  to  adopt  any  measnre  in 
ooi^uuctioa  with  onr  neighboring  Republics, 
which  prudence  might  dictate,  in  defence  m 
the  right*  of  man.  Until  the  emergency  hap- 
pens, which  may  be  viewed  as  very  improbii- 
W  we  ahoold  stand  aloof. 

It,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  were  not  the  case  that 
we  can  accomplish,  through  Uinisters,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  every  object  whioh  ia  common 
and  fit  to  he  accomplished,  a  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma would  be  to  roe  more  tolerable.  We  have, 
at  this  dme,  diplomatic  connecUons  with  the 
most  of  the  new  Republics.  Three  treaties  have 
been  negotiat«d  upon  unexceptionable  princi- 
ples. Our  policy  in  relation  to  them  has  been 
dictated  by  prudenca  and,  so  far,  has  result- 
ed in  mutual  good  will  and  advantage. 

It  seems  to  me  the  circnmstanoea  attending 
our  invitation  to  tend  Ministers  to  Panama  dis- 
closes, on  our  part,  a  want  of  delicacy.  For  so 
distingnished  a  favor,  we  have  been  too  ea^, 
and  do  not^  as  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion, 
know  what  they  are  to  do.  In  one  part  of  the 
President's  Message  we  are  informed  our  agents 
will  merely  consult — in  another,  consult  and 
negotiate—and  ao  says  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  ASiirs.  To  merely  take 
counsel  together,  to  deliberate,  to  interchange 
ideas  on  the  topics  introduced  foV  discussion, 
would  at  least  seem  innocent.  But  who,  in  hia 
sober  aensee,  can  believe  this  Oongreee  is  to  be 
merely  consultative,  BO  far  as  weare  concemedf 
To  negotiate,  will  doubtless  form  a  part  of  their 
dnties.  It  is  the  character  of  the  negotiaUioi 
that  he  feared.  But,  say  gentlemen,  a  treaty 
formed  at  Panama  would  not  be  binding  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  Preeident  and  Senate, 
This  is  granted.  Would  not,  however,  its  rf 
Jection,  particularly  If  made  in  pursnanoe  of 
mstructious,  excite  jealousy  in  the  other  oon- 
tracting  party )  This  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
be  most  unfortunately  the  case,  and  th«  oharga 
of  infidelity  to,  and  lUsregard  o^  our  promises, 
be  fixed  upon  us. 

We  have,  said  Hr.  C,  been  informed  by  the 
President,  our  neutral  character  shall  be  main- 
tuned  ;  and,  that  a  compromitment  of  it  ia 
neither  expected  nor  desired  by  the  gentlemen 
giving  ns  the  invitation.  To  me,  there  is  a 
paradox  in  thisaffair.  These  Uiniatera,  in  pl^ 
terms,  point  out  what  Is  to  be  done — the  ques- 
tions to  be  settled — some  of  which  we  cannot 
discuss  witho.'t  a  forfeiture  of  our  neutral 
rights ;  and  yet,  in  the  next  sentence,  they  say 
our  relations  will  not  be  changed.  Tliis  is 
most  strikingly  the  oaae  in  the  lett«r  of  Vr. 
Ohregon.  I  ask  gentlemen  who  are  vereed  in 
the  mysteries  of  this  novel  pn^ect,  to  aid  my 
understanding. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Monroe'a 
memorable  pledge,  and  our  determination  not 
to  witness,  with  indifferenoe,  any  interference 
of  any  European  power,  exoept  Spain,  with  tlie 
independence  of  Spsniah  Amerieo.  As  for  the 
pledge,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Wobthixotoit,)  baa  very 
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fall  of  meantoK  and  effect    It  onght  b 
matter  of  madn  regret  that  anj  of  our  Hinis- 
ters  ahoald  feel  anthorued  to  arge  it  as  an  &r- 

Eiment,  in  negotiating  a  treat;.  This,  we  are 
formed,  has  been  done.  Gentlemen  freqn  en t- 
Ir  refer  to  the  term  "  indifference,"  What  do 
they  mean  by  it  I  It  ia  very  indetenuinate. 
If,  by  this  expression,  we  are  to  nnderatand 
concom,  diaaatisfactior^  discontast,  he  had  bnt 
little  to  say.  Bat  i^  on  the  other  hand,  they 
mean  a  fighting  "indifference  " — a  detennina- 
tioD  to  coart  the  bloodf  conteat,  be  would  not 
concur  with  them.  If  France  uioold  obtain  a 
oessioa  of  Cnba,  as  we  did  of  Lonisiana,  we 
would  not  be  entirely  indifferent.  Bat  conld 
we  legitimately  wage  war  I  Could  we  be  jns- 
tified  before  the  world,  in  seizing  upon  that  isl- 
aod  ooraelves,  and  preventing  the  possession 
of  France  t  This  would  seem  to  him  a  raah 
act,  and  wholly  indefensible.  The  conseqaence 
Wonid  be  hostility  with  two  nations.  Should 
aoch  an  unhappy  state  of  aSUrs  take  place,  he 
wonld  ask  the  gentleman  from  minois^Ur. 
Cook)  whether  oar  coantrymen  of  the  nest, 
brave  and  adventurous  as  tiiey  are,  and  much 
as  thej  might  desire  to  aee  our  Southern  com- 
merce prosper,  oonld  be  easily  persuaded  to 
bnclde  on  their  knapsacks,  and  snoalder  tlieir 
rifles,  to  fight  baties  in  Cuba,  onder  a  vertical 
■un! 

Hr.  OAUBBiLEira  add :  Connected  with  the 
last,  dr,  there  ia  another,  aiud  not  less  inter- 
esting question,  to  which  oar  attention  has 
been  called — the  destmy  of  Cuba.  It  appeared 
to  me  somewhat  singular,  that  two  gentlemen 
from  Louisiana,  particularly  one,  (Mr.  Ltvrao- 
aroN,)  shoald  have  vindicated  the  policy  of  the 
Executive  in  its  negotiations  respecting  the  fate 
of  that  island.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
examinethe  diplomatic  correspondence  of  182G, 
withont  being  mode  sensible  that  our  rights 
have  been  voluntarily  surrendered.  What  are 
onr  rights,  sir  !  Next  to  Spain,  oar  right  over 
Cuba  ia  paramount  to  the  clums  of  every  other 
nation,  with  PortoBioowehavenotliingtodo 
— it  ia  for  distant  from  ns ;  but  Cuba  is  on  our 
border — we  are  vitally  interested  in  its  condition 
and  Government ;  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
East — the  agricultural  interest  of  the  West — 
the  dearest  and  most  valaable  interests  of  the 
Bouth — nay,  all  the  interests  of  every  section 
of  the  Union  are  involved  in  the  destiny  of  Cu- 
ba. The  right  of  Spain  once  extingnished,  from 
the  nature  of  onr  position,  and  oar  peculiar  and 
various  associations  with  that  island,  our  right 
becomes  supreme ;  it  resists  the  £uropean  right 
of  purchase  ;  it  is  even  paramount  to  the  Mex- 
ican and  Colombian  right  of  war.  It  is  a  right 
which  shoald  never  have  been  surrendered  to 
any  power,  whether  belligerent  or  neutral. 
Yet  what  have  been  the  declarations  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Eiecntive  I  While  the  right  of  any  Eu- 
ropean power  to  acquire  Cuba  by  purchase  has 
been  denied — the  belligerent  right  of  ^zico 
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and  Colombia  to  invade  the  island,  has  been 
expressly  acknowledged ;  it  has  been  conced- 
ed ;  we  have  in  our  correspondence  positirelj 
declared,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  right  of  war 
exercised  by  Mexico  and  Colombia — that  we 
have  no  rightto  interfere,  milesa,  indeed,  tb^ 
should  "  ^nt  arms  into  the  hands  of  one  race  <rf' 
the  inhabitants  to  destroy  the  lives  of  another." 
AndinsuchacriBis  what  would  be  the oondidoa 
of  the  island!  When  is  it,  according  to  the  pol- 
icy sanctioned  in  onr  negotiations  with  foreign 
powers,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Colombian  and  Mexican  Ministers,  that  we 
clum  the  right  of  interporing  and  resisting  the 
invasion)  When  one  race  is  armed  "to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  another  " — when  the  standard 
of  universal  emancipation  fioats  on  the  Moro — 
when  insurgent  fires  are  blazing  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Cuba,  and  gleaming  along  the  ehorea 
of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana  I  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  according  to  the  concessions 
recorded  in  the  short  bnt  comprehensive  diplo- 
matic history  of  the  past  year,  do  we  claim  the 
right  of  interposing  to  save  Cnba  and  onr  own 
country  from  the  consequences  of  the  invanon  I 
What  onr  policy  should  be  as  itregardathla  isl- 
and, presents  a  question  <^  infinite  difficulty, 
Bnt  whatever  may  tie  its  fate,  it  is  not  only  onr 
interest  to  protest  against  the  European  pur- 
chase, but  our  right  forcibly  to  resist  its  inva- 
sion by  Mexico  and  Colombia.  The  arms  of 
Spanish  America  can  never  be  carried  into  Gn- 
Imi,  unless  under  her  constitutional  banner— the 
standard  of  nniversal  emancipation.  This  isl- 
and must  remain  under  the  dominion  of  Spain  ; 
i^  however,  its  political  position  must  be 
changed — if  Spain  must  part  with  it — let  it  bo 
independent — we  want  no  colonies — let  its  in- 
dependence be  guaranteed  by  commercial  na- 
tions. But,  be  its  destiny  what  it  may,  we 
mnst  resist  its  invasion  by  onr  neighbors — 
they  cannot  carry  the  war  into  Cuba  without 
endangering  the  interests  of  our  oountry,  Thia 
is  a  question  of  too  much  importance  to  be  sur- 
rendered by  this  Honse — let  us  pause  before  we 
consent  to  submit  its  detusion  to  the  Congreaa 
of  Panama. 

We  have  heard  mudi,  sir,  of  tiie  "memora- 
ble pledge  " — of  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
in  1828— a  declaration  made  in  accordance  with 
onr  tme  policy — a  policy  which  would  have 
been  nnqnestionably  ratified  by  the  House,  and 
responded  by  the  nation,  I  concur  most  sin- 
cerely with  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetta, 
(Mr,  Webster,)— it  was  the  declaration  of  the 
Executive  of  our  country  to  the  world,  made 
at  an  interesting  crisis— 1  would  not  recall  it — 
it  shsll  never  be  "  blurred  or  blotted,"  by  any 
act  of  mine.  But  I  cannot  go  as  far  as  he  does. 
I  cannot  agree  with  him,  that  this  qnestion 
"  must  be  discnssed,"  and  at  the  Congresa  of 
Panama.  The  declaration  revives  and  die* 
with  the  occasion — whenever  that  occasion 
shall  arrive — whenever  any  European  power 
shall  interfere  with  the  wars  or  independence 
of  the  nations  of  thia  ocutinttit— when  the 
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time  urivea  ood  we  are  called  upon  to  decide 
the  question  of  peace  or  war,  "  it  most  be  dis- 
eoBsed  " — bnt  not  in  the  Congress  of  Panama. 
lUa  is  tbe  onlf  ConRresg  in  which  that  great 
question  can  or  ahonld  over  be  di»oii3sed  and 
settled.  The  office  of  deliberating  on  Uie  policy 
and  justice  of  contingentlj  enga^ng  in  war, 
Bhoold  never  be  BOrrendered  by  this  Hoose — a 
right  of  this  grave  character  uionld  never  be 
transferred  to  the  Oongrees  of  Fantuna.  1 
woold  not  instmct  onr  Hiniaters  even  to  con- 
•nlt  or  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  entering 
into  joint  declarations  upon  questions  of  such 
magnitude.  And  althongb  we  are  expressly 
called  upon  by  the  President  to  send  MinisterB 
to  Panama,  to  conjolt  and  deliberate  on  the 
flxpediencj  of  a  Joint  declaration  on  this  point, 
sua  of  entering  into  a  oompact  or  mutual 
pledge  on  another,  yet  tlie  gentleman  from 
Kassacbusetts  "  sees  nothing  now  which  car- 
ries ns  beyond  what  was  contained  in  Ur.  Mon- 
roe's Message."  I  will  not  dispute  with  ^ntle- 
Bten  about  words ;  nor  shall  I  adopt  tlieir  con- 
stmction  of  the  Preeident's  Uessage.  It  is  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  me  by  what  name  these 
new  and  foreign  associations  or  stipulations 
are  to  be  callw.  I  care  not  whetnor  they 
are  denominated  "  alliances,  compacts,  mutual 
pledgea  or  joint  declarations."  We  are  told 
ezpres^y  that  our  Ministers  are  to  deliberate  at 
Panama  on  the  propriety  of  a  mutual  pledge  or 
oompact  to  oppose  territorial  colonization,  and 
that  it  deserves  the  experiment  of  considera- 
tion, whether  a  joint  declaration  of  onr  inten- 
tion to  resist  the  interference  of  any  European 
power,  with  the  domestic  concerns  cS  the  Ainer- 
can  Governments,  should  not  be  made.  Here 
oonsoltations  and  deliberations  may  appear 
to  Ds  to  be  small  matters.  Some  may  think 
that  nothing  injurious  can  possibly  grow  out  of 
diplomatic  cousoltations '  and  others  may  shel- 
ter themselves  behind  the  contemptible  argu- 
ment, that,  until  the  treaty  stipulations  are  rat- 
ified, we  are  not  bound  by  the  acts  of  our  Hin- 
irters  at  Panama.  But,  sir,  we  should  recollect 
tiiat  this  is  not  the  policy  of  a  wise  and  Just 
people ;  that  every  thing  depends  upon  the 
manner  in  which  we  make  our  first  movements 
ftnd  advances  towards  the  independent  nations 
of  America— the  fntare  destinies  of  our  country 
are  deeply  involved  in  these,  apparently,  small 
matters ;  we  should  reflect  that  we  are  now 
laying  the  foundations  of  our  American  policy. 
Mr.  Flotd  said :  W«  ore  told,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  that  a  pledge  was  given  by  Mr. 
Konroe,  then  President,  to  these  Bontbem  Re- 

r':>lics,  that  we  would  defend  and  protect  them 
m  the  assaults  of  European  armiee,  or  words 
to  this  effect ;  and  that,  since  that  period,  this 
pledge  has  been  renewed  by  letters  &om  this  Gov- 
ernment to  others,  and  puticulariy  by  oar  Min- 
ister to  Mexico.  Sir,  when  that  Message  was  de- 
livered to  this  Honse,  I  then  rose  in  my  place; 
and  protested  agdnst  that  declaration  of  the 
President,  asaeenming  an  nnwarrantahle  power, 
Tiolating  tbe  spirit  cf  the  oonstituUon ;  aagnming 
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grounds  and  an  attitude  in  regard  to  Europeaa 
powers,  calculated  teinvolvensin  a  strife  wnich 
there  existed,  and  io  which  we  bad  no  interest; 
and  indirectly  leading  to  war,  which  Congress 
alone  had  the  right  to  declare.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  parallel  of  Ferdinand ;  not  only  so, 
bat  the  Airther  pledge  given  by  Mr.  Adams,  ana 
that,  too,  by  the  correspondence  of  our  Envoy 
with  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  Here,  then,  the 
President  has  assamed  to  give  support  to  these 
nations,  even  at  the  hazard  of  war,  without 
consulting  Congress  or  the  Representatives  of 
tbe  people.  The  President  has  told  ns  that  wo 
should  not  be  "  palsied  by  the  will  of  our  con- 
stituents." Thia  bold  claim  to  unlimited  power, 
if  acted  upon,  extinguishes,  at  one  blow,  tbe 
liberty  of  the  nation.  A  cLum  so  broad  dare 
not  be  hinted  at  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain ; 
Alexander,  Emperor  of  all  the  Bneraaa,  alone 
possesses  sach  power. 

The  daring  of  this  pledge,  so  contrary  to  the 
cautions  indecision  and  irreeolulion  of  the  former 
President,  caused  me  to  inqnire  how  the  tironra- 
stance  happened ;  when  a  member  of  Congress, 
high  in  tbe  confidence  of  the  President,  inform- 
ed me  that  the  British  Qovemment  sou^t  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Rush,  onr  then  Env<n' 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  <rf 
St  James,  and  proposed  to  him  that  they  shoul£ 
unite  upon  the  satijeot  of  South  American  affiiirB, 
and  so  shape  their  correspondence  as  to  show 
to  Eorope  the  probable  course  these  Govern- 
ments  would  take  in  the  cause  of  Bpaniah 
America.  Mr.  Rush,  who  is  doubUess  as  able 
a  negotiator  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  (for 
the  mistake  he  haa  made  in  his  report  does  not 
exceed  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  this  year; 
but,  as  it  b  hia  first  attempt;  there  is  reason  to 
hope  he  may  mend,)  refused  to  accede  to  the 
propositions,  nnleas  the  British  would  agree  to 
ent«r  into  a  treaty  recognizing  the  indejpend- 
ence  of  South  America ;  this  did  not  suit  the 
views  of  England  at  that  time..  This  was  for- 
warded to  the  President,  and  was  then  lying  on 
his  table^  when  he  issued  that  bulletin,  pled^ng 
this  nation  to  a  course  which  is  daily  becoming 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  country  from 
without;  and  dangerous  to  the  cioistitation  from 
within. 

Thie  pledge,  however  it  may  eventuate  through 
the  mediam  of  this  mission  to  Panama,  wa*. 
donbtlees,  at  the  time,  considered  safe,  intended 
to  astoni^  Emperors  and  Kings  with  the  array 
of  power,  whilst  the  vast  navy  of  Great  Britain 
floated  between  us  and  danmr.  We  are  told, 
too,  by  the  President,  that  the  wholesome  ad- 
vice  of  Washington,  to  refrain  from  "  entan^ing 
alliances,"  was  int^ded  to  apply  to  the  t&ira 
of  Europe ;  and  he  gives  ns  to  understand  that 
a  different  state  of  things  now  exists,  and  that 
vfere  he  CWasbington)  now  alive,  he  would  en- 
tertain a  diflerent  opinion.  I  have,  sir,  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  prudence,  and  patriotifin. 
Boa  wisdom  of  Washington,  to  believe  he  wonla 
hazard  the  peace  of  Uua  nation  for  Uie  fina 
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"  ^>«ctacle "  he  mijjit  probably  make  in  a 
"  page  of  history," 

By  the  adoption  of  (bXe  meaeoTe,  so  booq  ta 
these  Ministers  to  Panama  talce  their  eeate  in 
that  OoDgresB,  and  Join  in  the  discnssions  of  that 
body,  that  moment  yon  oommlt  an  act  of  war 
t^nst  Old  Spain.  Isthisjiiett  Is  it  constitn- 
bODal  thns  to  take  out  of  the  handa  of  Oongresa, 
to  whom  alone  belongs  the  power  to  say  when 
this  nation,  of  ten  millions  of  people,  shall  be 
Involved  in  warl  If  Bpain  \s  too  weak  to  send 
an  army  to  Invade  na,  ahe  con  still  declare  war, 
08  she  will  be  compelled  to  do ;  onr  own  act 
being,  in  fbot,  war  against  her.  Bj  this  means, 
all  the  idle  seamen  of  England,  Franoe,  and  the 
Low  Countries,  besides  her  own,  will  be  placed 
on  board  of  privateers,  fitted  oat  nnder  the  flag 
of  Spain,  to  destroy  onr  commerce  in  every  sea. 
What  good,  then,  can  possibly  result  to  this  na- 
tion from  this  state  of  things  ?  We  are  now 
abont  to  adopt  the  discarded  policy  of  PitL  and 
Castlereagh,  which  for  so  many  years  desolated 
the  British  realms,  which,  if  oontioaed  hot  for 
a  few  years  longer,  mnst  inevitably  have  de- 
stroyed the  energies  of  that  nation.  If  not  de- 
stroyed the  Monarchy  itself.  Now,  however, 
by  uie  opposite  coarse,  she  enjoys  peace,  and  is 
Judly  reaping  the  fmits  of  good  Government ;  ex- 
tending her  commerce,  disbanding  her  armiea, 
laying  op  her  navy,  increasing  her  mannfac- 
tones,  paying  the  national  debt,  and  repealing 
many  of  her  taxes;  whilst  we,  to  make  a 
"figure  in  history,"  or  exhibit  a  "spectacle  " 
for  Enrope  to  look  at,  are  involving  onrselves 
in  debt  and  interminable  war — the  nltimate  end 
of  which  no  hnmsn  foresight  can  see  or  con- 
jecture. 

In  what  a  strange  attitnde  this  Panama  Mis- 
itfon  places  ne.  WbiUt  we  are  at  peace  with 
Spain,  we  are  in  conclave  with  her  enemies, 
devising  the  beat  means  for  "carrying  on  the 
war"  against  her;  not  only  to  carry  it  on 
sguost  her  in  America,  bnt  the  expediency  of 
carrying  this  war  into  her  territo^  on  the 
other  side  of  thd  Atlantic  Ocean,  into  lie  Oaoaiy 
Islands.  Whilst  we  say  to  Enrope  we  will  not 
take  part  in  this  contest  between  Spain  and  her 
colonies,  neither  shall  yon,  to  sabjngate  these 
ooantries:  we  are  mingling  in  the  coancile  of 
Panama,  planning  war  against  Oaba  and  Porto 
Bico,  the  remainingootoniesof  Spain.  Acoone 
of  this  kind  is  well  calculated  to  bring  npon  this 
country  the  reproach  of  all  nations  having  any 
regard  for  pnhiic  faith.  Instead  of  porBuiug  an 
open,  ingennouB,  manly  conrse,  thinking  slowly, 
and  acting  prndently,  firmly,  and  sincerely,  we 
are  engaged  in  all  the  insincerity  and  folly  of 
Europe,  at  a  period  of  their  history  over  which 
themselves  would  gladly  throw  a  veil.  How 
difilerent  has  been  the  conrse  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment I  In  the  correspondence  of  her  Minis- 
ter with  the  Envoy  of  Spun,  lately  pnhlished 
in  this  conntry,  we  have  seen  all  tljis  diplomatic 
fog  dissipated,  which  onr  own  seems  to  delight 
in  as  the  highest  evidence  of  the  talent  and 
•kill  of  the  Btateanian.    There,  the  story  is  told 
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in  a  style  so  clear,  ample,  firm,  and  respectftil, 
that  none  can  misunderstand  or  duubc  thft 
meaning;  here,  the  bad  taste  of  the  rlietoricion 
is  so  intermingled  with  the  afiectatlon  of  the 
State«iisn,  that  yon  are  in  doubt  whether  it 
means  this  thing  or  something  else ;  and  this^ 
too,  by  a  Government  whose  duty  it  ts,  as  be- 
ing the  oldest  of  the  Kepublica  to  give  an  ex- 
ample of  candor  and  moderation.  Not  tmly 
this,  bnt  to  expose  to  the  people  of  this  naUon 
ever^  transaction,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  point 
of  view,  that  they  may  nnhesitatingly  dedda 
npon  their  own  afTaira,  and  know  the  conduct  of 
their  Representatives. 

This  measure,  fraught  with  so  much  mischief 
to  this  oonntry,  is  one  that  ought  t«  be  avdded 
if  possible.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  in  all  its  beai^ 
bgs,  it  looks  to  the  conqnest  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Eico ;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing  them 
from  the  crown  of  Bpun.  The  interests,  if 
not  safety,  of  our  own  oonntry,  wonld  rather 
reqnire  as  to  interpose  to  prevent  such  an 
event;  and  I  would  rather  take  np  anns  to 

frevent  than  accelerate  each  an  occurrence. 
hese  Bepublics  have  a  mixed  population,  it 
is  true,  bnt  the  proportion  of  all  others^  when 
compu«d  to  the  Spanish  American,  la  but 
small.  They,  by  a  provinon  in  their  constitn* 
tion,  have  alxilished  slavery,  and  placed  every 
color  on  an  equal  footing,  which  may  not  be 
any  great  inconvenience  to  thero,  Bnt  what 
will  be  the  state  of  the  case  should  Cuba  and 
Forto  Itico  be  revolntioniKed  upon  their  princi- 
ples? It  is  well  known  that  those  colonies 
contwn  nearly  five  blacks  to  one  white  person ; 
that  in  Culia  the  proportion  is  this  or  more. 
It  must  tiien  be  a  black  Republic.  The  con- 
dition of  Hayti  is  also  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration at  this  OongresB,  to  determine 
whether  Hayti  shall  send  Ambassadors  to  th« 
different  powers ;  and,  if  all  questions  are  to 
be  decided  by  a  m^ority  of  votes,  we  must 
expect  those  Republics  to  act  upon  their  prin- 
ciples, and  compel  ns  to  receive  a  negro  Minis- 
ter ;  as  the  stipnlations  of  this  Confederacy  of 
Republics  are,  to  "interpret  treaties,"  and 
coerce,  if  necessary,  those  who  manifest  an 
unwillingness  to  perform  the  task  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Congress  of  Panama. 

Why  should  we,  thea  engage  in  this  moon- 
struclc  project,  which  threatens,  at  no  distant 
day,  a  large  portion  of  our  conntry,  embracing 
the  whole  of  our  Boutbem  frontier?  Cuba  ia 
scarcely  more  than  eighty  miles  from  Florida: 
the  narrow  sea  between  can  be  often  passed 
in  a  few  honrs,  in  open  boats;  leaving  the 
whole  of  Loniaiana,  Florida,  and  Georiga,  open 
to  sudden  invasion  from  these  black  Republics 
at  any  time.  Besides,  the  jealousy  and  diacon- 
tent  ^vhich  this  state  of  things  would  engender, 
mnst  finally  lead  to  rebellion  and  civil  discord, 
should  no  immediate  war  bo  produced.  Can 
there,  then,  be  a  man,  who,  viewing  this  snb- 
ject  in  ail  ita  hearings,  will  not  shudder  at  a 
picture  like  this,  and  abandon  the  prdectt  A 
prqject  which  cannot,  in  any  powlue  trmA, 
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bring  good  to  this  coontrif  or  that  Repnblio, 
and  may  prodoce  (ncalculable  and  iiremediaUe 
evila  to  thU  Union.  Barely  it  wUL  b«  a  bitter 
reflection,  to  tiiote  concerned  in  it,  that,  to 
"exhibit  a  spteodid  ipectocle  to  the  ejee  of 
Enropoan  Governments,"  or  give  those  derir- 
tng  it  "a  bright  page  In  history,"  sll  these 
evda  have  been  brooght  upon  their  ooontry. 
Shonld  the  bold  daring  of  this  prqjeot  be  car- 
ried into  exeoQtlon,  in  all  its  parts,  I  sm  in- 
dined  to  think  that  It  will  be  discovered  that 
wo  have  withered  the  opening  bud  of  oar 
future  greatness,  and  that  "  the  bright  page  of 
biator;     will  he  orimsoned  with  the  blood  of 


that  men  of  every  nation,  kind,  color, 
d^ree,  are  entitled  to  the  Muoe  nsage,  placed 

Tin  the  same  footing^  participating  alike  in 
the  rights,  privilegeB,  and  powers  of  Govera- 
ntent,  is  it  at  all  certain  these  visions  may  not 
be  dissipated  by  the  thunder  of  England }  She 
has  too  deep  a  stake  in  the  sfiwra  of  America, 
particDlarly  the  West  Indies,  to  look  on  with 
indifference. 

The  moment  tlkese  Ministers  take  their  seats 
in  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  b^in  to  act 
iq>on  the  snbjecta  proposed,  as  those  which  will 
engage  their  attention,  that  moment  yon  will 
give  iost  oaOHe  of  war  to  any  European  nation 
vhii£  may  think  proper  to  declare  it  against 
yon — France,  Bnatda,  the  Netherlands-— for, 
ttie  act  itself  is,  on  yoor  part,  a  deolaration  of 
war  against  Spain ;  and  England,  whatever 
may  h«  her  digposition  at  thu  time  towards 
ns,  mast  declare  war  against  ns;  she  cannot 
avoid  it;  her  interest  ia  too  deeply  involved  to 
remain  an  idle  and  inactive  apeotator.  Were 
■he  to  take  this  conrse,  she  would  stand  jnsti- 
fied  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I,  too,  could  not 
otherwise  than  think  she  pnrsaed  the  conrse  I 
wonid  have  my  own  country  pursue ;  and, 
doabUeK,  Governor  Strong'*  "moral  and  re- 
ligions "  Mends  could  find  some  ezonses  for 
her.  Sir,  I  do  not  fear  England ;  we  have 
be^en  her  in  two  ware — one,  at  aH  events— 
though,  in  the  last,  we  oopad  with  fearful 
odda :  with  Britun  from  withont,  and  a  fearful 
opposition  from  within — an  oppoution  now  at 
the  head  of  affuTH.  Bnt,  whilst  I  do  not  fear 
England,  I  know  her  power;  it  is  vast;  nor 
iroold  I,  for  light  causes,  disturb  that  power. 
Her  thousand  ships  of  war,  and  hundreds  of 
thooBands  of  men,  and  miUions  of  money,  are 
not  trifles  to  be  overlooked  in  political  ar- 
rangements. 

Great  Brit^  I  have  said,  will  be  compelled 
to  wage  a  war  agunst  us,  to  preserve  her  own 
ooloniee,  and  her  snhjects  &om  massacre.  She 
haa,  in  the  Weat  Indies,  seventeen  colonies; 
indnding,  in  this  nmnber,  two  in  South  Amer- 
ica, that  of  Demarara  and  Berbice.  Her  terri- 
tonal  extent  ia  vast,  sending  directly  to  Great 
Britun,  annually,  inunease  quantities  of  aogar, 


oofiee,  and  mm,  to  say  nothing  of  thousands 
of  other  articles  of  commerce,  the  growth  and 
prodncta  of  these  colonies.  Besides  all  this. 
she  has  &om  six  to  seven  hundred  thoosand 
slaves,  which,  if  the  doctrine  inculcated  by 
these  new  Bepnblics  prevul,  will  be  incited  to 
rebellion,  and  England  be  doomed  to  witness 
the  soeues  of  Saint  Domingo  acted  over  again, 
in  her  own  colonies.  Not  less  important  is 
Jamuca,  Demarara,  Berbice,  and  Trinidad,  to 
her,  in  ^e  conduct  and  protection  of  her  com- 
merce everywhere.  When  she  loses  these^ 
her  oommercial  greatness  is  on  the  wane.  It 
would  be  nothing  short  of  folly  to  believe, 
that  she  would  jeopardize  these  territories,  or 
permit  them  to  be  torn  from  her  by  revolution, 
when  we  know  that  she  taxes  the  same  pro- 
ducts higher  ftom  any  other  part  of  the  world 
than  frcon  these  colonies,  by  ten  sliillings  a 
hundred  weight  Let  nsnot  deceive  ourselvea, 
or  be  tempted  to  change  our  relatione  with 
other  powers — we  have  prospered,  wo  do  proa- 
per,  and  are  at  peace. 

Loud  cries  for  the  question  now  resounded 
fh>m  all  sides  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  finally  token  on  tbo  amend- 
ment of  Up.  MoLahe,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  ga,  nays  95. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
reeolntion  reported  by  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  UoIiAUK — 

Mr.  Stobbs  demanded  that  it  ^oold  be  de- 
cided hy  yeas  and  nays ;  which  was  ordered 
by  the  House,  pending  which  motion. 

The  House  adjourned. 


taken  on  the  resolution  of  the  Ckimmittee  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  IioLakb,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  S4,  naya  143. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

The  qnestjon  was  then  talien  on  iitriking  out 
the  enacting  words  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  01,  naya 
134. 

Bo  the  Honse  reftised  to  strike  out  the  enaot> 
ing  olanse. 

The  bill  was  tbsa  ordered  to  its  third  read* 


SArnKDAT,  April  22. 

Miuum  to  Panama. 

An  engrossed  bill  "making  ou  appropriation 

fbr  carrying  into  effect  the  appoiiiiuient  of  a 

mission  to  the  Congress  of  ranauio,"  was  road 

a  third  time. 

Mr.  Babsbt  demanded  that  the  question  on 
the  pno^oge  of  this  hUl  should  be  taken  by  yeaa 
andnay^ 
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The  jeas  and  n^a  were  ordered  bj-  ihe 
Honw. 
Mr.  IfcDiTFFiK  then  rose  uid  add : 
Hr.  Speaker :  Ab  we  have  at  len^  reached 
the  hiBt  act  of  this  great  drama,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  take  leave  of  this  mission  to  Panama, 
without  sajdng  a  few  words,  by  way  of  parting 
benediction.  As  this  EooBe  has  solemnly  re- 
solved that  It  b  inexpedient  that  our  Represent- 
atives shonld  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  Connoil,  on  the  only  snbjects  on  which 
we  have  been  invited  to  participate,  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  Hr.  Serseant  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son will  prooeed,  with  aU  due  "  pomp  and  eir- 
onmstance,"  to  Panama;  present  tnemselvee 
before  the  Conncil  of  Amphiot^ons ;  make  a 
profbnnd  bow  in  the  sacred  name  of  liberty, 
Inmdle  np  their  baggage,  and  return  home 
with  all  convenient  expedition.  And,  sir, 
having  divested  this  mission  of  its  tra^oal  at- 
tribntes,  and  left  nothing  but  an  emp^r  pageant 
— a  solemn  farce  to  be  acted  by  the  £xeciitiTe 
— I  confess  that  I  have  no  serions  apprehen- 
doos  that  much  evil  will  grow  out  of  it.  Bnt 
BtiU  I  cannot  vote  for  this  appropriation.  For, 
thoDgh  I  never  have  been  a  stickler  npon  qnes- 
ticms  of  proper  expenditore,  I  am  nnwilling  to 

Say  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
>r  the  pleasure  of  being  ridictdoos,  and  the 
privile^  of  being  laaghed  at.  Bnt,  as  the 
Administration  have  determined  to  go  forth 
blindfolded,  and  with  their  hands  tied  behind 
them,  tilting  against — I  will  not  say  wind- 
mills, bnt  the  shadows  of  wind-mills — I  have 
only  to  say,  and  I  do  it  in  all  sincerity,  God 
grant  them  a  safe  and  a  speedy  deliverance. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  its  passage, 
by  yeas  and  naye,  and  decided  in  tiie  afflrma- 
tive,  as  follows : 

TiA«.— Uesars.  Adams  of  S.  T,,  Addama  of  Pa., 
Allen  of  Hms.,  Anderson,  Arnutrong,  Bailey,  Bad- 
ger, BsldwiD,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Bu- 
ncy,  BayUes,  Beccher,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent,  Broim, 
Bocdianan,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  B urges,  Cambreleog, 
,  Cassedy,  Clarke,  Condict,  Ctooke,  Crowninsbielil, 
Jiottej,  Dwigbl,  Eutman,  Edwards  of  Pa.,  EsilU, 
Brerett,  Fmdlay  of  Penn.,  Findlay  of  Ohio,  Fosdick, 
Oamsey,  Garrison,  Gurier,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hay- 
den,  Hedej,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Holcombe, 
Bugnnin,  Humphrey,  Ingeraoll,  Jenoings  of  Indiana, 
Johnson  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Va.,  James 
Johnson,  Fnmcis  Johnson,  Kellogg.  Eerr,  Kidder, 
Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  IJncoln,  Little,  lAy- 
iogston,  Locke,  Uallar7,  Uarkell,  Uarkley,  Uartin- 
dale,  Martin,  Marvin  of  N.  Y.,  Mattocks,  McLane 
of  Del.,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mercer,  Merwin  of  Conn., 
Metcalfe,  Miller  of  N.  Y.,  Miner.  James  S.  Mitchell, 
John  Hitcheil,  Mitchell  of  Hd,,  Moore  of  Kj., 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Pcarce,  Porter,  Powell,  Reed, 
Bose,  Boss,  Sands,  Scott,  Bill,  Sloanc,  Spragne, 
BtevensoQ  of  Pa.,  Stewart,  Btorrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Vs.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Penn., 
Thompson  of  Obio,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
K.  J.,  Van  Borne,  Van  Benseelaer,  Vance,  Var- 
num,  Verplaack,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  Whipple,  White,  Whitlamore,  Whittlesey, 
WicklilTe,  Williams,  Jamee  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 


Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood  of  S.  Y.,  Wright,  Wnrts, 
Young— 184. 

Nats. — Mewra.  Aleiaodar  ot  Va.,  Alexander  of 
Tenn.,  Allen  of  Teon.,  Alston,  Ancel,  Archer,  Aab- 
ley,  Baibour  of  Vs.,  Bassett,  Blair,  Bryan,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Carter,  Gary.  Claiborne,  Ct>cke,  Connor, 
Crump,  Davenport,  Deilx,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  N. 
C,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamell,  Gist,  Govan,  Barvey, 
Haynes,  Hines,  HofibiaD,  Holmes,  Houston,  Ingbam, 
Isacks,  Eremer,  Le  Compte,  Loog,  Mangum,  Hai^ 
able,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McEean,  UcNeill,  Mitchell 
of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Owen,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk, 
Kres,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Smith,  Tattoall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Treivaot,  Tucker  of  3.  C,  Wilson 
ofS-C— «0. 

And  then  the  Honse  adjoomed. 

IfoHDAT,  April  !H. 

Seeolutionary  Qffletn. 

Fnrsnant  to  notice,  Mr.  Eemfbiix  asked  tlM 

Honse  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

fficers  of  the  army  of  the  BevolntiOB. 

(patu.  addreesed  the  oommittee  as 


Mr.  : 


The  officers  of  the  aimy,  independent  of 
their  military  oocnpations,  had,  in  common 
with  their  fellow-oitizens,  to  bear  losses,  occa- 
sioned by  the  depreciation  of  the  cnrrency  of 
the  coimtry,  and  the  precarious  nncertainty 
of  the  times.  They  had  to  bear  more  thui 
their  fair  proportion  of  civil  misfortunes,  aa 
their  famUies  and  estates  were  left  without 
their  personal  care  and  prot«otion.  After  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  not  long 
nntil  Congress  witnessed,  in  the  progrew  of 
the  war,  that  the  army  had  suffered  by  bad 
appointments,  and  that  it  was  essential  to  tJie 
successfol  issne  of  the  contest  that  trocqis 
should  be  well  officered;  and  they  resolved 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to- 
use  their  ntmoat  endeavors  that  men  of  honor 


the  war,  their  monthly  pay  should  be  in 
Notwithstanding  this  resolve,  dissatisfaction  in 
the  army,  owing  to  wants  and  hardships,  exist- 
ed, and  gradnally  increased,  and  Congress, 
aware  that  the  preservation  and  snbordinatioa 
of  the  army  depended  mainly  on  its  officers, 
resolved  that  those  who  shonld  continue  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war,  shonld  have  half 
pay  for  seven  years  from  the  establishment  of 
peace.  The  difficnltiea,  however,  remained, 
and  still  increased;  as  the  army  was  not  regu- 
larly pud,  and,  when  paid,  it  was  in  depreci- 
ated currency.  In  this  sitnation  of  aftkirs,  the 
Commander-in-Chief^  In  his  letter  of  the  idth 
of  Jannory,  1778,  to  a  committee  of  Congress, 
at  the  camp,  said  that  something  mnst  be  done ; 
important  alterations  mast  be  made :  for,  with- 
ont  it,  if  the  dissolution  of  the  army  shonld 
not  be  the  oonseqnence,  at  least  its  opersljons 
most  infallibly  be  feeble,  langnid,  and  ineffee- 
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tnal.  Withoat  offioera,  he  Mid,  an  arm;  conid 
not  exist ;  and  that,  nnder  their  present  embar- 
nsmieDts,  few  of  them  would  t>e  able,  if  will- 
ing^ to  continue  in  the  aerrice  for  the  war.  He 
then  undertook  to  prove  the  necessity  of  half 
pay  and  pen^onarj  eatabliBhmenta.  Few  meo, 
he  aud,  are  capable  of  making  continued  socri- 
fioee  of  all  riews  of  prirate  interest ;  and  that 
it  was  in  vaJn  to  eiclaim  against  the  depravity 
of  hnman  nature  on  this  aoooont ;  we  mast 
change  the  constitntion  of  man  before  we  can 
make  it  otherwise.  While  an  officer,  instead  of 
gamng  anj  thing,  is  impOTeriahed  by  his  com- 
mianoo,  there  can  he  no  snfficient  tie  npon 
him ;  and  it  would  be  a  oomfortiess  reflection 
to  any  nian,  Uiat,  after  he  may  have  oontribnted 
to  *eenring  the  rights  of  hia  ooontry,  at  the 
riik  of  his  life  and  min  of  his  fortnne,  there 
wonld  be  no  providon  made  to  preTent  himself 
■nd  family  nvm  sinking  into  indigence  end 
wretchednen.  Nothing,  he  said,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  MTva  more  powerfully  to  reanimate 
their  xeol  than  half  pay  and  pensionary  estab- 
lishments ;  OS  it  wonld,  in  a  great  degree,  re- 
lieve the  painfiil  anticipation  of  leaving  their 
widows  and  orphans  a  bnithen  on  the  charity 
of  their  conntry ;  and  it  wonld  dispel  ihe  ap- 
prdieorion  of  personal  distress  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  &om  having  throirn  them- 
mIvcs  ODt  of  professions  and  employments 
which  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
resmne.  He  nrged  his  sentiments,  he  ob- 
MTved,  with  the  more  freedom,  beoaase  he 
could  not  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  the 
eatablisbmeiit. 

Congreaa  being  inspired  with  the  same  love 
of  ooontry,  and  seeing  the  aotoal  necessity  of 
the  ease,  again,  on  the  I7th  of  Angust,  1TT9, 
reaolved,  *'  Th^  it  be  recommended  to  the  sev- 
eral States  to  grant  half  pay  for  life  to  the  offi- 
cers who  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the 
and  of  the  war."  But  this  reoommeadation 
was  not  complied  with  on  the  port  of  the 
States.  At  tliis  period,  the  issue  of  the  war 
was  imoertain,  and  in  great  dAoger,  and  the 
mieauness  among  the  whole  troops  hod  become 
ilaimiDg.  General  Washington  wain,  on  the 
SOth  of  AuKust,  nm,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Present  of  Congress,  of  which  the  following 
ban  extract: 

"  I  cannot  roibenr  ratamlDC,  in  tUs  place,  to  the 
BMxaaty  of  a  more  ample  and  equal  prOTision  for 
tbc  arm;.  The  diaconleuts  on  this  head  hare  been 
gnuhullf  lUBtiired  to  a  dangerous  eitremitj  ;  there 
*n  nuTij  ajmplonu  that  alarm  and  diitress  me. 


le  such  a  combi- 
Bitlouln  the  arm  J  would  be  a  seTereblow  to  Our  de- 
ebiing  currency ;  the  most  moderate  iiisiit  thai  the 
sccoBDla  of  depreciation  ought  to  be  liquidated  at 
stated  periods,  and  oerUficales  given  by  Oovem- 
nent  for  the  sums  doe.  The;  wlJl  not  be  satisfied 
*ith  a  fceneral  declaration  that  It  sball  be  nude 
good.  Thk  is  one  Instance  of  comi^ot ;  there  are 
sAms  equally  seiiona.    Among  the  moat  serious,  is 


the  inequality  of  provision  made  by  th«  several 
Sutee.  Peniisylruila  in«lnt.in«  \,tt  offlcen  in  a 
decent  manner;  abe  has  given  them  half  pay  for 
life.  What  a  dUTeraiMe  between  their  litnation  and 
that  of  the  offlcen  of  any  other  line  In  the  army  I 
some  of  whom  are  so  actually  desUtute  of  cloihing 
as  to  be  unAt  for  duty,  and  obliged,  from  that  cause 
alone,  to  confine  themselves  to  their  quarters.  I 
have  often  said,  and  1  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the 
half  pay  proririon  is,  In  my  oiNnion,  the  most  potido 
and  effectual  that  can  be  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
if  something  satUkctory  be  not  done,  tbe  arrnf ,  al- 
ready  eo  much  reduced  in  offlcen,  by  daily  reeigna- 
tiODs,  as  not  to  have  a  sufficiency  to  do  the  common 
duties  of  it,  must  either  ceaso  to  exist  at  the  eud  of 
tbe  campaign,  or  it  will  eihibit  an  example  of  more 
rirtoe,  fortitude,  self-denial,  and  persCTerancs,  than 
has,  perhaps,  ever  jet  l>een  pariJleled  In  the  his- 
tory of  human  enthualaim.  The  dissolution  of  the 
army  is  on  event  that  cannot  be  regarded  with  In- 
diSerenoe :  it  would  bring  accumulated  distress 
upou  us;  It  would  throw  the  people  of  America  Into 
general  constemaUon;  It  would  discredit  our  cause 
throughout  the  worid ;  it  would  shock  our  Allies; 
To  thiak  of  reidaclng  the  officers  with  others.  Is 
vlrionary ;  the  loss  of  the  veteran  soldier  could  not 
be  replaced." 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  paper 
money  became  so  bod  that  it  was  no  longer 
offered  in  payment ;  in  this  year,  also,  was  the 
defection  of  Arnold,  and  the  fell  of  Charleston. 
Under  these  ciroamstances,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendatioiu  to  the  States  not  being 
complied  with,  and  the  nrgent  solicitations  of 
the  Commander-in-Ohieii  Congress  were  In- 
duced, on  the  2lBt  October,  1780,  to  resolve, 
that  half  pay  for  life  be  granted  to  the  officers 
'-  the  army  of  the  United  States  who  sfaoll 
continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
There  were  several  intervening  and  subsequent 
resolves,  all  of  which  need  not  be  referred  to : 
the  resolve  of  17S0  being  the  principal  one  by 
which  the  pnblic  faith  of  the  nation  was  sol- 
emnly pledged,  and  on  the  faithful  dischoi^  of 
the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  officers  nn- 
der it,  depended  the  liberties  and  solvation  of 
the  conntry.  This  compact  of  the  Government 
was  noble  and  Just:  it  infused,  for  a  time,  a 
spirit  of  contentment  among  the  offioeta.  bnt 
that  was  all;  their  arrearages  ranahied  nn> 
paid,  and  their  acoonnta  nniettled;  tiieir  dis- 
tresses and  sacriflces  duly  increased,  and  their 
patience  and  patriotism  had  more  difficulties  to 
encounter  than  had  ever  before  fallen  to  the 
ine  of  any  army.  For  upwards  of  two 
years  the  officers  remised  without  anj  pay, 
and  they  had  to  procure  their  clothing  by  weir 
own  means,  onif  throngb  their  friends.  The 
situation  of  the  soldiers  was  something  better, 
as  they  were  provided  with  clothes;  thongn 
at  this  period,  their  supply  was  deficient,  stilJ 
there  were  instances  of  tneir  refusing  to  accept 
of  commissions,  becatise  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  find  their  own  clothing.  A  description 
of  the  situation  of  the  army  is  given  by  the  offl- 
cen themselves.  InDeccmber,178a,theoffioer8 
of  the  army  addressed  OoDgr«a^  is  bdialf  of 
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themrclTM  and  their  br«Ahreti,  the  ■oldiera,  to 
m^e  manifeBt  to  Oongress  the  dtstresBes  iiiia«r 
vhich  they  kbored ;  that  thej  had  Btroogled 
irith  difficiimeB,  year  after  year,  under  hope* 
that  each  would  be  tiie  last,  but  they  had  been 
dtBappointed ;  that  their  embamwsmeDts  had 
thiokened  m  fiost  that  maii;  of  them  were  un- 
able to  go  farther.  To  prove  their  hardshlpa, 
titef  referred  to  the  Paymaster's  accounts  for 
the  laet  four  years ;  that,  although  the  Btat«s 
had  airen  certificates  for  pay  due,  for  part  of 
■  the  tune,  they  had  sank  in  valae  to  little  or 
nothing ;  andl  as  trifling  as  they  were,  many 
had  been  nnder  the  aad  neceesity  of  parting 
with  them  to  prevent  their  familiea  from  Beta- 
ally  itarring.  They  represented  that  ahadows 
had  been  ofiered  to  them,  while  the  anbatanoe 
had  been  gleaned  by  others,  and  that  their  dis- 
tresses had  now  been  brongbt  to  a  point ;  that 
they  had  borne  all  that  men  conld  bear ;  that 
their  property  was  expended,  nnd  their  re- 
BDorcea  at  an  end ;  and  that  their  if  ienda  were 
wearied  ont  with  their  Incessant  applications ; 
that  the  nneasiness  of  the  soldiers,  for  waiit  of 
pay,  was  great  and  dangerous,  and  further  ex- 
periments on  their  patience  might  have  fatal 
effects.  They  descnlied  the  deplorable  dtna- 
tion  of  the  army,  as  to  rations,  clothins,  and 
pay.  They  spoke  of  the  half  pay  as  an  honor- 
able and  just  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered, and  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  hDmao  na- 
ture, that  there  would  be  none  so  hardened  in 
the  eia  of  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  Justice  of 
the  reward ;  but  that,  if  objections  to  the  mode 
only  were  raised,  to  preserve  the  iiannony  of 
the  oommnnity,  they  were  willing  to  ccm- 
mnte  the  half  pay  pledged,  for  full  pay  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gross. 
Tiiey  entreated  that  Oengreas,  to  convince  the 
army  and  the  world  that  the  independence  of 
America  should  not  be  placed  on  the  rains  of 
any  particnlar  class,  wonld  point  ont  some 
mode  of  immediate  redress. 

The  BnbseqneDt  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  officers  are  notoriona.  On  the  Slst  of 
Ifarcb,  1763,  Oongres*  resolved,  that  Sve  years' 
fall  pay  should  be  given  to  the  officers,  in 
moncTf,  or  in  securities,  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent  per  annum,  as  should  be  most 
convenient  to  Oongress,  ta  l>e  paid  as  other 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  in  lien  of  half 
pay  fbr  life :  provided,  however,  that  this  com- 
mutation be  accepted  by  lines  and  corps,  and 
not  by  officers  individu^y,  and  that  such  ac- 
oeptanoe  or  reftisal  should  be  ^gnified  by  the 
Oommander-in-Chief  to  Congreu,  irata  the 
lines  under  hia  immediate /command,  in  two 
months.  This  reeolntion  depended  entirely  on 
the  suoceas  of  ^plications  to  be  made  to  the 
respective  States  to  place  funds  in  the  power 
of  Congress.  And,  on  the  16th  of  Apnl,  the 
Sd  of  May,  1783,  and  STth  of  May,  1784,  re- 
■olves  passed  tliat  requisitions  should  be  made 
to  the  several  Btates  to  provide  funds  to  enable 
Congress  to  diicbarge  the  well-earned  dues  of 
the  annv.    Bnt  theae  requintions  of  Oongress, 


on  the  leTeral  States,  entarely  failed :  so  that, 
contrary  to  the  expectationa  of  all  Hm  pmiaa, 
CongteM  was  without  any  meant  either  to  pi^ 
money  for  these  oommnt^txi  certificates^  or  to 
convert  them  into  seonrities  which  would  com- 
mand money.  The  resnlt  wa*  that  nothing 
was  pud,  and  the  oommutation  certificates  de- 
preciated to  about  eight  for  one.  This  was  a 
period  in  whioh  the  oEBcers  stood  in  the  most 
urgent  need  of  money ;  as,  in  Oetolwr,  1TS8, 
Congress  had  disofaa^ed  those  who  had  berai 
eng^ed  fbr  the  war.  Thus  waa  an  unpaid 
army  dintersed,  and  all  tii«  cheering  prospecta 
with  which  they  had  been  flattered,  by  tiie  ro- 
solves  of  1780  and  17S8,  at  once  vanished  from 
their  sight.  Neoessity  obliged  the  mort  of 
tbem  to  part  with  their  certificates  at  about  od« 
year's  half  pay.  In  this  condition  the  sitnaUoH 
of  the  offioers  remuaed  for  ei^C  year^  until 
aftar  the  oonstitntiou  and  die  ftrnding  system 
were  established,  wheo  the  oertifioat«s  wsra 
funded  in  the  hands  of  the  then  holders,  at 
l^ee  per  cent  interest  on  the  arrean  of  inter- 
est,  and  with  a  sasp«idon  of  interest  on  on»- 
thii'd  of  the  principal  for  ten  yean ;  so  that 
the  amount  of  stock  recdved,  reduced  to  six 
wnt.,  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  at  that  time  for  half 
pay,  under  the  act  of  the  Slst  of  Ortob«r, 
■■"SO,  Bnt  even'this  security  for  their  wages, 
these  nneqaal  terms,  came  too  late  for  the 
cers,  as  the  certificates  of  most  of  them 
re  then  gone  into  the  hands  of  speculator* ; 
and  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  regain  them. 
The  inability  of  the  Government  to  perform  its 
contract  brought  this  dlstreas  upon  them ;  tb«ar 
wants  had  to  be  complied  with  as  far  as  the 
certificates  would  go :  and  to  this,  it  is  to  be 
added,  that,  when  the  army  was  disbanded, 
two  years  of  their  pay  remained  unpaid ;  and 
the  evidences  of  these  arrears  had  to  share  the 
same  fate  with  the  commutation  certificates. 
The  officers  had  no  control  over  necessity; 
and  nothing  of  their  two  years'  nay  and  tiie 
half  pay  for  life  has  been  enjoyed  oy  them,  ex- 
ce[>t  the  mere  shadow.  This  is  the  dmple  nar- 
rative of  their  case,  as  it  has  remained  for  np- 
wards  of  forty  years. 

After  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  will  readi 
ly  be  perceived  how  difficult  h  is  to  settle  the 
claims  of  the  Bevolutiooary  officers  on  mit 
principle  that  may  be  deemed  aocnrate,  and 
corresponding  with  the  various  views  that  are 
entertained  on  the  sutiject.  The  principle  on 
which  former  committees  have  gone,  is  that  of 
deducting  irom  the  arrearH  of  half  pay,  com- 
puted from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the 
present  time,  the  fuU  nominal  amount  of  the 
commutation  certificates,  and  paying  the  anr- 
viving  officers  the  balance,  if  it  did  not  exceed 
a  million ;  and  henceforward,  dnring  the  re- 
minder of  their  lives,  paying  the  half  pay 
stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  1780.  Even  ^ia 
mode  of  settlement,  whioh  is  the  most  favor. 
able  to  the  officers  of  any  iogRested,  enb|}ectB 
them  to  all  the  loasea  ooouBoiiea  by  the  depn* 
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dstlon  of  the  oommautjoa  oertifioates.  An- 
otber  mode  sooigeets  itself:  that  of  paying  the 
taH  amount  oTthe  fire  jean'  foil  pay,  witb 
tiit«rest,  as  tie  offioera  in  reality  never  received 
it,  and  tbat  owing  to  no  blame  on  tlielr  psrt. 
The  character  of  the  Herricea,  and  the  bappj 
eoDBeqaencea  wMoh  have  Sowed  from  them, 
ealla  oar  attention  to  another  mode,  by  which 
die  TYeasnry  of  tiie  otnmtry  will  Jose  nothing 
and  this  can  only  be  done  by  calealating,  ai 
BMrly  aa  possible,  the  amoont  which  the 
^essnry  has  aotuaily  ff^ned,  and  it  will  appear 
that  it  amounts,  at  tbiB  day,  to  a  verr  consid- 
erable Hom,  ont  of  the  stipends  of  each  sorviv- 
faig  captain  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
And  even  this  mode^  which  a  high-minded 
GoTermnent  cannot  r^ard  as  unfair,  leaves  the 
officers  to  bear  the  lossee  of  the  oommntation 
OMtifiestes,  which  they  were  obliged  to  part 
with  in  the  honr  of  their  urgent  need^  in  real- 
ity for  nothing  more  than  about  an  anticipation 
«f  one  year's  half  pay.  Bnt  I  will  refrain,  for 
the  present,  from  any  ftirther  remarks,  or  any 
Kidearor  to  bring  the  case  within  the  mles  of 
acknowledged  law.  It  most  be  manifest  to 
erverj  one,  that  the  equitable  oircnmstsnoes  in 
&VOr  of  the  officers  are  strong  and  powerM ; 
and  if  we  confine  ourselves  only  to  the  two 
periods  of  the  oommntation  certificates,  snd 
the  finding  system,  ample  reasons  may  be  as- 
signed to  support  this  equitable  claim.    By  the 


for  ten  years,  and  by  paying  only  three  per 
eenL  interest  on  the  arrears  of  interest ;  but 
the  principles  of  eqnify  do  not  stop  here ;  it 
was  the  nnderstandinK  of  the  resolve  of  1788, 
that  the  officers  shonld  receive  money,  or  cer- 
tificates which  wonld  be  eqmvalent  to  money : 
thia  was  their  expectation ;  this  formed  the  ia- 
doeement  for  the  acceptance,  by  linos  and 
cetps,  of  these  certificates :  for  it  is  not  con- 
ceivable that  men  in  their  senses  would  agree 
to  receive  a  less  snm  for  a  greater,  unless  the 
lesser  sum  was  to  be  paid  m  cash,  or  better 

The  object  was,  to  place  some  fHinds  in  the 
hands  of  the  ofScers,  who  were  then  about  to 
change  their  situation  from  a  military  to  a  civil 
Hfe,  to  enable  them  to  commence  in  civil  occu- 
pations. This  was  their  understandine ;  but 
thia  reasonable  expectation  was  soon  baffled. 
The  money  was  not  paid — tiie  sccnrity  was  not 
bcTMsad— and  the  certificates  sunk  to  a  triiie. 
The  officers  had  nothing  in  their  power  hat  to 
witness  this  new  disappointment,  which  de- 
stroyed all  hopes  of  taeir  stipulated  reward, 
which  they  had  earned,  by  sacrificing  the  best 
part  of  their  lives  in  an  ardnons  and  bloody 
war  of  eight  years.  The  inability  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  paribrm  its  contract, 
emnpelled  the  officers  to  part  with  their  certifi- 
Mtas,  at  the  reduced  prices  that  have  been 
aentioaed.  To  the  gain  of  the  Government, 
bj  sn^pen^ng  interest  on  one-third  of  the 
ptisdpal  tot  ten  years,  and  fdnding  tiie  arrears 


of  interest,  at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent^ 
DQght,  on  principles  of  fairness  and  equity,  to 
be  added  a  sum  equivalent  to  their  many  dis- 
appointments. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  various  as- 
pects which  the  subject  presented,  found  a  dif- 
ficnity  to  determine  what  course  to  pursue; 
especially  as  the  subject,  on  the  ground  of  con- 
tract, had  been  twice  reported  to  the  Honse, 
and  not  sustained. 

It  was  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  that  it 
would  be  best  to  grant  a  sum  in  gnss,  to  be 
divided  among  the  officers  who  are  living,  and 
to  close  the  doors  ag^nat  all  future  claims. 
This  mode,  it  was  thought,  would,  better  than 
any  other,  accommodate  itself  to  the  variuns 
opinions  entertained  on  the  subject,  some  being 
fbunded  on  contract,  some  on  Uie  principles  i^ 
equity,  and  some  in  favor  of  a  gratuitona  grant 
This  opinion  was  also  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  all  previous  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  pensionB,  had  been  confined  to  tho  liv- 
mg,  and  that  nothing  had  been  ertended  to 
heirs  or  representatives,  which  would  lead  to 

nt  extent  and  uncertainty ;  and,  as  the  chil- 
cauuot  be  yonng,  they  may  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  malntidn  themselves,  and  can 
found  no  claim  except  on  strict  right.  And  in 
conversing  on  this  auliject  with  many,  it 
seemed  to  be  a  prevailing  sentiment,  that  a  re- 
spectable sum  in  sross  should  be  awarded,  to 
be  divided  among  them  according  to  tbeir  con- 
tinental rank  and  yearly  pav. 

Mr.  Hemphill  concluded  by  moving  to  fin 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  the  words 
"one  million  of  dollara." 

A  dobat«  now  commenced,  which  continued 
till  four  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs.  Alston', 
MrroHSLL,  of  Tennessee,  and  MoOot,  opposed, 
and  Messrs.  Smtth,  Andbbson,  Bbkd,  Eartti. 
DwioHT,  BroHiJiAir,  and  Huvphbxt,  advocated 
the  bill. 

The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Suns 
in  support  of  the  bill : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Before  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee is  taken  upon  thia  bill,  I  mast  be  in- 
dulged with  a  very  brief  exposition  of  the  reft* 
sons  which  have  Induced  me  to  give  it  my  sup- 
port. The  right  of  the  claimants  to  its  benefits, 
is  founded  upon  a  solemn  contract,  solemnly 
and  deliberately  entered  into,  between  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolutionary  array  and  their  Gov- 
ernment. The  evidence  of  this  contract  (ren- 
dered peculiarly  obligatory  by  the  urgency  of 
the  occasion  which  produced  it)  Ia  to  be  found 
in  a  resolve  adopted  by  Oongrese  in  the  month 
of  October,  1780,  granting  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  shonld  continae  in  serrice  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  half  pay  for  life.  This  re- 
solve constitutes  the  basis  of  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  grant,  and  of  the  riglit  of 
the  officer  to  receive,  the  stipulated  compensa- 
tion. That  we  may,  Mr.  Chairman,  foim  a 
juster  conception  of  tiie  solemnity  of  this  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
"  -  ~  ^o  it,  it  may  not  be  improper,  perhaps,  to 
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advert,  for  s  single  moment,  to  the  oiicnra- 
BtUBcea  which  preceded  and  led  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolve  just  indicated.  The  peaoniar; 
embarrassmeDt  of  the  OaverDment,  conoected 
with  our  Buccessfdl  reustance  to  British  tjran- 
nj  and  oppreasioii,  is  a  fact  of  nniverml  Doto- 
riety.  It  forms  a  prominent  featnre  in  that 
ever-memorahle  struggle,  and  imparts  addi- 
tiooal  laetre  (A  ita  happy  tenoinstion.  Were  it 
necessary  to  furnish  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
could  wpeal  to  the  recorded  history  of  that 
eventful  conflict,  and  to  the  few  earvivicg  wit- 
nesses who  yet  linger  among  na,  exhibiting,  in 
tlieir  persons,  the  moomfiu  evideooes  of  d«- 
portea  strengtli,  bat  whose  memories  still  re- 
tain the  strongest  recoUection  of  the  deeply 
interesting  events  of  ■  period  infinitely  the 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  tlie  world.  In 
their  personal  snfFaringa  and  privations,  you 
would  find  abundant  proof  of  tne  very  limited 
means  of  the  Government.  It  is  true,  their 
wants  were  bnt  few,  bat,  few  as  they  were, 
they  could  not  command  tbe  scanty  means  ne- 
cessary to  supply  them.  What  were  the  conse- 
quences of  ^s  state  of  things  t  Resignations 
3  frequent,  the  public  service  abandoned. 


evil,  big  with  danger  to  the  best  and  brightest 
hopes  of  the  patriot,  demanded  an  immediate 
and  efScient  remedy.  The  Father  of  lus  Ooun- 
try,  always  cool  and  coUeoted  in  the  midst  of 
difflcnltief  and  equal  to  every  trial,  correctly 
appreciating  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and 
the  fearful  result  it  portended,  suggested  the 
proper  corrective.  He  recommended  to  Oon- 
gress  the  adoption  of  the  very  measure  which 
Is  the  fonndation  of  the  present  claim.  In  obe- 
dience  to  this  recommendation,  which  alike 
comports  with  iho  dictates  of  justice  and  expe- 
diency, Congress,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1760,  resolved,  "that  such  officers  as  should 
continue  in  the  military  service  of  the  country 
to  the  close  of  the  war,  should  be  entitled  to 
half  pay  for  life."  This  provision  was  ten- 
dered to,  and  accepted  by,  the  officers,  indivjd- 
daily,  and  thus  was  a  contract,  solemnly,  delib- 
eratdy,  and  voluntarily  6nl«red  into,  between 
them  and  their  Government.  The  Qovemment 
promised  a  compenaation  which  would  render 
the  veteran  in  its  service  comfortable  in  the 
winter  of  old  age,  and,  in  consideration  of  this 
promise,  he  sledged  the  best  services  of  his 
best  days  to  me  end  of  the  contest.  What  en- 
gagement more  obligatory!  What  contract 
could  create  a  clearer  right,  or  impose  a 
stronger  obligation  1  In  my  humble  judgment, 
none.  The  services  of  the  officer  were  indis- 
pensable in  the  vindication  and  maintenance  of 
our  jnst  rights ;  his  skill  and  experience  neces- 
sary in  conducting  the  war  to  a  safe  and  hon- 
orable termination — the  establishment  of  Ka- 
tional  Independence.  On  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cer, the  promised  reward  cheered  his  hopes, 
and  animated  his  exertions.  He  looked  with 
)  to  it,  aa  the  means  which  would 
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protect  him  from  penuir  and  want,  when  tim« 
had  wasted  his  strength,  and  disqualified  him 
engaging  in  the  basy  scenes  and  active 
pursuits  of  life.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  that  no 
contract  is  more  solemn,  whether  we  regard 
the  circnmstancee  under  which  it  was  made,  or 
the  olfjects  intended  to  l>e  accomplished.    Let 


respective  parties  to  it  By  the  officer,  how 
has  it  l>een  performed  t  Foregoingall  the  com- 
forts of  his  fireaide,  and  the  endearments  of 
domestic  life,  he  has  executed  it  to  the  very 
letter — he  has  executed  it  in  toil  and  in  suffer* 
ing;  many  a  well-fought  battle,  sncceeaiTe 
days,  which  ever  found  him  at  his  post  in  the 
midst  of  danger,  and  sleepless  nights,  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  fact.  His  blood  fornished  honor- 
able and  impressive  testimony  of  faithful  ser> 
vice.  Indeed,  every  leaf  of  our  Revolutionary 
history  discloses  some  splendid  instance  of  fau 
devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  Liberty.  In  a 
word,  his  services  were  not  grudgingly  cod- 
trihntod,  but  zealously  and  honestly  rendered, 
not  for  a  month  or  year,  but  to  the  end  of  the 
conflict  Permit  me  now  to  ask,  whether  the 
Govenunent  has  performed  its  put  of  the  con- 
tract !  Has  the  original  stipulation  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  accordins  to  its  true  intent 
and  meaning!  Has  the  pledged  &ith  of  the 
nation  been  redeemed  t  How  can  these  Qoes- 
tiona  be  answered,  without  involving  the  Gov- 
ernment and  nation  in  a  chuge  of  the  grosaest 
injustioe  t  Batisfaction,  air,  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  Tears  have  gone  by,  and  moat  ^ 
our  Kevolutionary  heroea  have  descended  to 
the  tomb :  and  yet  the  contract  remains  to  btt 
executed  on  the  part  of  the  Govemmeot,  Caa 
we  ahield  ourselves  against  the  demand,  under 
the  pica  of  the  statute  of  limitationB  I  It  ia 
not  and  will  not  be  pretended,  that  we  can, 
and,  if  we  could,  who  is  there  willing  to  rely 
upon  it  t  Not  one  member  of  this  committee, 
I  un  satisfied,  Oan  we  claim  the  benefit  of 
a  release!  Bow,  and  in  what  manner,  hare 
we  been  released  from  our  obligations !  Doea 
the  resolve  of  1788,  Bubstituting  the  five  years' 
full  pay  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  operate  a  dis- 
charge of  OUT  undertaking!  This  resolve,  at 
first  view,  oertEuuly  looks  something  like  a  dia- 
chai^i  but  a  little  reflection  wiD,  I  think, 
correct  this  first  impression.  The  electicn 
given  by  it,  either  to  take  the  five  years'  foU 
pay,  or  the  half  pay  for  Ilfte,  was  to  be  made, 
not  by  the  officers  individually,  but  by  lioea 
and  corps.  This  election  by  lines,  I  contend.  Is 
a  palpable  departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
original  contract,  and  furnishes  no  bar  to  the 
claim.  I  lay  it  down  as  an  incontrovertibte 
position,  that  the  obligation  of  a  contract  can 
only  be  dissolved  by  the  same  power  which 
created  it  The  parties  mast  be  the  same,  and 
in  a  sitnation  to  give,  or  withhold,  their  assent, 
as  whim,  or  caprice,  or  Uieir  unbiassed  Jadg- 
ments,  may  direct  This  prince  is  too  obfl- 
ous  to  need  illustratioi^  and  wiQ  not  b«  deoM 
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here  or  ebew^ere.  Let,  tiion,  thU  imiversally 
admitted  principle  be  applied  to  the  present 
qneotion,  and,  dq]«m  I  am  greatly  migtoken,  it 
will  appear,  coaclonve^j,  tb&t  the  right  of  the 
■arriving  offioen  of  the  BeTolation,  to  the  half 
pay  far  Ufa,  ia  onaffected  by  the  aooeptanoe,  by 
eorpH,  of  the  five  years'  ftiUpfty,  The  original 
atipnlation  waa  with  the  officers  of  the  army, 
intUvidnallf .  The  proviaion  waa  tendered,  not 
to  lines,  hot  to  officers,  in  their  individual  oa- 


ft  contract,  thus  formed,  can  be  dissolved 
any  other  mode  t  Bow  can  tlie  novel  and  ex- 
traordioaiy  poaitJon  be  ro^nttuned,  that  A's 
li^ta  may  and  can  be  aorrendered  by  B.  0, 
and  D,  without  hia  consent  and  anthority ! 
The  thing  is  imposdble,  nr.  It  cannot  be 
done.  Booh  a  doctrine  would  oonntenance  the 
groseest  iiyastioe,  and  do  violence  to  everr 
man's  o(Hiunon  sense.  Yet  this  violence  and 
injustice  will  be  done,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
tiie  Bcoeptanoe  by  lines  has  extinguiahed  the 
indiTidoal  right  of  each  individoal  officer  of 
the  army,  nolmi  DoUnt.  But  the  committee 
will  not,  I  ant  sttre,  lend  its  aid  in  bringing 
■boat  ao  startling  a  resnlt. 

Mr.  Ahdebsos  followed  Ur.  Bjote,  and  ad- 
dreased  the  committee  in  the  foUowing  terms : 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  time 
to  the  committee,  at  this  late  day  of  the  ses- 
■ktn,  and  of  their  impatience,  and  shall  content 
myself  with  a  very  few  observations  on  the  bill 
now  before  ns,  trusting  it  will  find  advocates 
on  this  floor,  not  only  disposed,  bnt  far  more 
able  than  myself  to  do  ample  justice  to  its 
merits.  It  wonld  be  a  nseless  waste  of  words, 
and  what  now  is  mnoh  more  important,  of 
time^  to  go  through  a  recitation  of  the  saori- 
fiees,  sufferings,  utd  gallant  services  of  these 
worthy  petitioners;  they,  in  fact,  oonstitnte 
the  history  of  onr  Bevolation,  and  have  be- 
come familiar  to  ns  all,  even  from  onr  cradles. 
Nor  will  I  detmn  the  committee  by  any  arga- 
ment,  to  show  the  relative  rights  and  obliga- 
lions  that  attached  to  the  olaimanta,  and  were 
imposed  on  the  Government,  by  the  resolves 
of  1760  and  '83.  All  these  nghts,  and  the  ob- 
ligations, moral  and  legal,  resulting  &om  those 
resolves,  were  ably,  and  with  great  accuracy 
rf  detail,  Wd  before  us  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  Ch^rman  of  the  Select  Oom- 

We  all  admit  their  services ;  we  admit  they 
nobly  earned  the  promised  reward;  and,  sir, 
.we  are  compelled  to  admit,  too,  that  this  re- 
ward has  bean  to  them,  thus  Cu",  a  reward  of 
promises  only — men  empty,  nnredeemed  prom- 
{ms,  and  notiiing  else. 

These  men,  or  most  of  them,  left  the  army 
poor — poor,  too,  in  oonseqnence  of  the  very 
lerrioes  they  b^  so  fUtbially  rendered  their 
flonntry ;  and  have  continued  comparatively 
poor  to  this  day. 

And  what,  itr,  is  the  cause  of  their  contin- 
ned  poverty  and  distreaa )    Not  that  they  were 
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destituto  of  tsletits,  fortitude,  and  temperance ; 
fbr  all  these  they  were  eminently  distingnished. 
Neither  will  it  be  denied  that  they  are,  and 
ever  have  been,  among  the  number  of  our  most 
worthy  and  industrious  citizens.  Why,  then, 
have  they  continued  laboring  against  the  tid& 
and  struM^ing  with  poverty,  while  all  around 
them,  of  like  prtuseworthy  habits,  bnt  of  tax 
less  abilities,  have  placed  themselves  beyond 
the  reach  of  wanti  The  answer  is  obvious. 
That  period  of  their  lives,  the  period  that  fixoa 
the  b^its  and  coorse  of  bosinesB  on  as  all,  and 
enables  us,  while  onr  wants  are  few,  to  aooa- 
mulate  a  fund  that  shall  keep  in  advance  of  oar 
subsequent  increasing  expenses,  you  required  of 
them  for  yoor  service ;  and  for  a  service,  too, 
that,  above  all  others,  peculiarly  disqualifies 
men  for  the  saooessfhl  parsnit  of  the  ordinary 
concerns  of  life.  And,  sir,  had  yoa,  whwi 
these  services  were  over — when  yon  no  longer 
had  an  enemy  to  meet — ^when  they  had 
aohlBTed  all  you  ever  expected  or  wuhed — 
when  the  condition  on  their  part  had  been 
f^thfolly  performed,  and  their  right  to  the  re- 
ward had  vested  and  become  aosolnte — had 
yon  then  made  good  yonr  engsgementa,  these 
men  woold  now  be  in  a  Tery  different  dtna- 
tion.  Their  half  pay  for  life  wonld  have  ren- 
dered  theii'  journey  easy,  not  only  from  the 
close  of  the  war  to  this  time,  bnt  through  the 
reminder  of  their  days.  Let  us  look,  for  a 
moment,  to  the  prooess  bj  which  they  were 
divested  of  these  annnitiee,  to  which'  they  had 
become  fairly  and  completely  entitled.  I  mean 
the  mach-t^ked-of  commutation  act  of  1T88. 
In  consideration  that  they  wonld  release  yon 
from  these  annuities,  you  promieed  to  give 
them  five  years'  Aill  pay  in  money,  or  stock 
bearing  interest,  to  M  equivalent  to  money. 
The  project  was  entirely  your  own,  and  these 
very  petitioners,  being  the  younger  put  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  were,  in  a  meaaore,  forced 
into  its  acceptance. 

The  act  itself  was  arbitrary  and  ooeroive.  It 
did  not  leave  the  officers  free  to  act,  to  exercise 
their  own  judgment,  and  individually  to  decide 
whether  they  would  accept  or  reject  its  pro- 
visions, but  confined  its  acceptance  to  lines  and 
corps — thereby  placing  it  in  the  power  of  a  few 
prominent  commanders,  in  effect,  to  decide  for 


whole  line  or  corps.  Government  well  knew 
this  five  years'  pay  was  altogether  au  inade- 
quato  consideration  for  the  annuities  to  be  re- 
Imquished;  they  knew,  too,  that  the  officers 
were  destitute  and  their  families  suffering; 
and,  above  all,  they  and  the  world  knew, 
that  the  recommendation  of  their  groat  Com- 
mander had  the  force  of  law  upon  a  m^ority 
of  every  line  and  corps  in  the  army.  Hence  it 
waa  that  this  golden  bait  was  held  out  to  these 
half-famished  men ;  it  was  to  be  cash  in  hand, 
or  snch  stock  as  shonld  be  equivalent ;  it  was 
to  enable  them  at  once  advantagconsly  to  es- 
tablish themselves  in  civil  pursuits ;  it  wonld 
afford  immediate  relief  to  their  preBsing  necea- 
sitiea,  and,  more  than  all  the  res^  It  bad  Om 
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approbation  of  their  Commander,  whose  jndg- 
ment  they  could  not  doubt.  Still  it  was  a  sac- 
rifice ;  even  had  it  been  pnootnaUj  paid,  it  wm 
well  known  to  be  ?si  short  of  a  fair  compensa- 
tion for  the  annuities ;  individual  election  was, 
therefore,  tjten  away,  and  nothing  but  habit- 
ual compliance  with  the  requesta  of  their  Gov- 
ernmeD^  and  the  well-known  wishes  of  their 
Oomraander,  together  with  on  entire  unshaken 
confidence  and  belief  of  immediate  pajment, 
conld  have  induced  them  to  part  with  a  greater 
good  for  one  so  much  less.  Cominntatioa  cer- 
tificates are  at  last  accepted  hj  lines  and  corps 
— ^OTerumeiit,  and  not  the  oEBcers,  being 
jodges  of  this  acceptance.  And  how,  then, 
did  they  stand  I  why,  Government  had  re- 
deemed, or,  rather,  at  a  disconnt  of  two-sev- 
enths, had  purchased  in,  these  promised  annui- 
ties, by  a  new  promise — which  last  promise 
wa^  at  alt  events,  to  be  cash  forthwith. 

The  officers  then  held  Government's  notes 
for  two,  three,  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  re- 

ritively,  according  to  their  rank,  received  in 
fall  fnith  tliat  they  were  to  be  iramediatelj 
equal  to  so  much  specie.  And  what  were  they' 
in  reality  worth?  Scarcely  aa  many  hundreds 
as  yon  had  promised  the  thonsands.  They 
poor,  and  their  families  destitute  and  depend- 
ent, instead  of  their  three  or  four  thousand 
doUars,  to  relievo  immediate  wants,  and  estab- 
lish themselves  in  civil  pnrsuits,  aa  you  had 
promised,  and  they  hod  every  reason  to  expect, 
found,  to  their  sorrow  and  utter  conftiMOD,  that 
the  whole  was  scarcely  equal  to  thdr  wants  for 
a  single  year. 

Snch,  in  fact,  was  the  operation  of  this  com- 
mntaUon,  that  all  they  ever  realized  for  their 
half  pay  for  life,  amounted  to  less  than  Ml  pay 
for  eight  months. 

All  this  they  bore  with  scarcely  a  murmar ; 
they  had  learned  to  be  quiet  under  every  sacri- 
fice and  privation ;  they  thought  Government 
then  eould  do  no  better ;  they  forebore  in  its 
need,  and  were  silent  from  the  purest  motives. 
And  now,  shall  we  set  np  time  m  bar  of  their 
claim,  and  say  to  them,  we  hold  you  to  the 
strictest  letter  of  the  contract!  Although  '  " 
ran  down  our  own  paper,  and  forced  yon 
part  with  it  for  a  mere  song ;  although  we  took 
advantage  of  its  depression,  and  bought  it  in  at 
an  immense  discount,  and  our  Treasury  holds 
Over  two  millions  of  dollars  speculated  out  of 
you,  in  these  very  certificates — yet,  admitting 
all  this,  we  will  not  pay  yon  a  single  dollar. 
Will  this  be  treating  them  honestly  I  To  say 
nothing  of  gratitude  or  generosity,  will  it  be 
treating  them  as  one  honest  man  treats  anoth- 
er! Shall  we,  a  rich,  generous,  and  powerfbl 
nation,  as  we  daily  call  ourselves — a  nation, 
too,  by  the  sacriflpcs,  snfferings,  and  valor  of 
these  very  men — bscanse  they  have  suffered 
under  our  inioalice  for  more  than  forty  years, 
now  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  petition,  and  say, 
it  is  an  old  story ;  we  have  yoor  receipts,  and 
shall  hold  you  to  strict  legal  ri^tf  Mi^ht 
they  not  justly  turn  upon   us   and  inquire, 
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vhelher,  in  the  hour  of  the  nation's  want  and 
peril,  when  they  were  rich  in  all  the  wealth  we 
wished  to  find  iu  them — courage,  patriotism, 
and  strength — they  ever  held  the  Government 
to  the  letter  of  the  contract  with  them  t  Did 
they  ever  refase  to  march  or  meet  the  enemy, 
because  they  were  not  paid  and  fed  as  the  Oov- 
emment  had  promised  f  It  is  tme,  General 
Washington  informs  us,  that,  so  miserably  were 
they  clad,  they  refusM  to  meet  or  see  their 
friends,  bnt  never  their  enemy.  And,  rir,  when 
the  war  was  over — when  they  had  conquered 
peace,  and  won  a  nation  hy_  their  valor — when 
they  had  the  power  in  their  own  hands — did 
they,  even  then,  though  inndjonsly  advised  so 
\o  do,  hold  the  Government  to  the  letter  of  tiie 
contract  ?  In  fine,  sir,  go  through  the  history 
of  the  Revolution,  you  will  not  find  an  instance 
where  the  good  of  their  country's  service  haa 
not  outweighed,  with  them,  every  private  con- 
uderation.  It  exhibits  a  continued  series  of 
concessions  on  the  part  of  the  army,  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government  for  promises  never 
fiilMed,  They  uniformly  yielded  as  the  Gov- 
emmeot  requested,  and  all  they  ever  yet  have 
received  is  unperformed  promises  and  starving 
resolves  of  gratitnde ;  and  all  they  now  ask  is 
a  part  only  of  what  your  Treasury  has  mode 
by  a  forced,  unequal  bargain ;  not  what  they 
have  lost  by  your  total  failure  to  meet  your 
engagements,  but  what  your  Treooury  haa  ac- 
tually saved  and  made  at  their  expense.  The 
caunti7  now  is  abundantly  able,  and,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, IS  anxious,  Uiat  these  claims  should  be 
not  only  equitably,  but  generonaly  adjusted. 
Suppose,  sir,  these  certificates  had  not  been 
funded,  and  the  officers  now  held  them,  and 
had  endorsed  every  dollar  and  cent  Govern- 
ment ever  paid  for  them,  and  yet  a  balance 
remained  due — is  there  a  man  in  this  nation 
who  would  say  snch  balance  ought  not  to  bo 
paid !  I  believe  not  And  yet,  as  respects  the ' 
Government  and  these  certificates,  this  is  the 
precise  case.  And  a  part  only  of  this  balance 
19  all  the  petitioners  now  ask,  and  is  what  the 
bill  now  before  us  proposes  to  grant.  It  is,  to 
be  sure,  but  a  mite  compared  with  what  they 
ought  and  would  have  received,  had  Govern- 
ment made  good  their  contract  by  the  honeet 
payment  of  the  annuities  by  a  full  and  season- 
able redemption  of  their  certificates,  as  was 
promised  and  expected.  It  has  been  said,  if 
we  grant  the  prayer  of  these  survivors,  we 
shall  have  the  widows  and  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased upon  us.  This,  air,  is  not  an  argument 
against  the  equity  of  the  cldm.  The  objection 
is  imaginary  ;  it  is  a  consequence  that  may  or 
may  not  result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
and  when  the  case  shall  come  before  Congress, 
it  will  he  time  enongh  to  consider  it.  But 
even  were  it  certain  tiiat  we  should  be  called 
on  by  the  heirs  of  the  deceased,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  distinction  between  personal  and  hered- 
itary merit,  is  it  a  sound  reason  for  not  doing 


justice  to  such  as  have  already  applied)    It  ia 
saying  we  owe  one  thonaand  p       ~  ~ 
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hundred  have  applied  for  pRjr ;  if  we  paj  tbeack 
pomiUj  some  of  the  remaiDing  six  hnndred 
nwy  "pplj,  and  we  Bhall  be  obliged  to  pay  all 
our  honest  creditor! ;  therefore,  it  ie  jost,  hon- 
est, honorable,  and,  above  all,  it  is  expedient, 
to  pay  none. 

ft  will  be  reoolleoted  Qiat  the  whole  army, 
including  offleen  and  men,  at  the  cJoee  of  the 
war,  amonnted  to  little  more  tlian  thirteen 
thoiuand ;  and  it  is  to  these  offloera  only  that 
the  resolve  of  1780  extended.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  snpposed,  that  more  than  one  thon- 
wnd  claimants  under  this  act,  of  every  deserip- 
tion,  including  BurriTors,  widow*,  and  hoira, 
eoold  be  fonnd  to  apply ;  bo  that,  should  ftll 
omne  in,  they  will  hvdly  take  from  the  TreB»- 
nry  the  snm  it  haa  gained  by  the  oommntation, 
nor  wiH  it  be  so  greatly  imporerished  as  gen- 
tlemen may  imagine.'  And  whatever  debt  it 
might  leave  as  to  pay,  I  would  sooner  inetf  it ' 
than  let  this  opportunity  of  evincing  Hit  na- ' 
tion'a  jnstioe  and  gratitnde  psas  uniiMroved. 

In  advocating  the  claim  of  the  officer,  I  am 
not  unmindful  of  the  private  soldier.  Most 
heartily  shall  I-give  the  bill  for  their  relief  my 
■nppoTt,  when  it  comes  before  as;  and  sni^ 
generooa  relief  as  may  be  eonsisteot  with  our 
means,  I  tmst  will  be  extended  to  the  deserv- 
ing patriots  of  tiie  Kevolntionary  armies. 

ib.  BnoaANAN  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  ia  with  extreme  relao- 
taDce  I  rise  at  this  time  to  address  yon.  I 
hare  made  no  preparation  to  apeak,  except  that 
of  earefnlly  reading  the  documents  which  have 
been  lud  upon  our  tables ;  but  a  crisis  seems  to 
hare  arrived  in  this  debate,  when  the  iHendsof 
the  bilL  if  ever,  most  come  forward  in  its  aup- 
port.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  claim  of  the 
ottoeis  of  the  Revolution  rests  npon  gratitude 
alon«-  It  is  not  an  appeal  to  your  generosity 
only;  bat  to  your  jaatlce.  Yon  owe  them  a 
debt,  in  the  strictest  seiise  of  the  word ;  and  of 
a  nature  so  meritorioos,  that,  if  yon  shall  re- 
vise to  pay  it,  the  nation  will  be  disgraced. 
Fonnerlj,  when  their  claim  was  presented  to 
OMigreaa,  we  had,  at  least,  an  apology  for  re- 
jecting it.  The  country  was  not  then  in  a  con- 
dition to  discharge  this  debt,  without  incon- 
Tenience.  Bnt  now,  after  forty  years  have 
el^wed  since  ito  creation,  with  a  Treasury 
overflowing,  and  a  national  debt  so  diminished, 
that,  with  ordinary  economy,  it  must,  in  a  very 
tew  years,  be  discharged,  these  officers,  the 
reUcB  of  that  band  which  achieved  yonr  inde- 
pendence, again  present  themselves  before  yon, 
and  again  ask  yon  for  insttce.  They  do  not  ask 
you  to  be  generons — tney  do  not  ask  you  to  be 
grateful — but  they  ask  yon  to  pay  the  debt 
which  was  the  price  of  your  independence.  I 
term  it  a  debt,  air ;  and  it  is  one  founded  npon 
a  most  sol^n  contract,  with  which  these  offi- 
cer* have  complied,  both  in  its  letter  and  in  its 
spirit ;  whilst  yon  have  violated  all  its  obliga- 

Let  na  spend  ft  few  moments  in  tracing  the 
hisKny  of  this  claim.    It  arose  ont  of  the  dis- 
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tresses  of  the  Continental  army,  duria^  the 
Revolntionaiy  war ;  and  the  alter  inability  of 
the  Government,  at  that  time,  to  relieve  them. 
What,  sir,  was  the  situation  of  that  army 
when  it  lay  encamped  at  the  Valley  Forge  I 
They  were  naked,  and  hungry,  and  barefoot. 
Pestilence  and  famine  stalked  abroad  through 
the  camp.  The  first  blaze  of  patriotism  which 
had  animated  the  country,  and  furnished  the 
army  with  ita  officers,  had  began  to  die  awi^. 
These  officers  perceived  that  the  contest  would 
be  long,  and  bloody,  and  donbtful.  They  had 
felt,  by  sad  experience,  that  the  depreoiat«d 
pay  which  they  received,  so  far  from  enabling 
them  to  impart  aasistanoe  to  their  wives  ana 
children,  or  hoard  up  any  thing  fbr  fntority, 
was  not  sufficient  to  supply  their  own  absolute 
and  immediate  wants.  Placed  in  this  situation, 
they  were  duly  sending  in  their  reeignatiOM^ 
and  abuidoning  the  cause  of  their  conntir. 
In  this  alarming  crisis,  Washingtcn  eameeUy 
reoommended  to  Congress  to  grant  the  offieen 
half  pay,  to  commence  after  the  close  of  the 
contest,  as  the  only  remedy  for  these  evilly 
within  their  power.  The  country  was  not  then 
able  to  remnnerate  the  officers  for  the  immmse 
and  unequal  sacrifices  which  they  were  m^Ung 
in  ita  cause.    AU  that  it  conld  uien  do  was  to 


view.  Congress,  in  May,  I788,  adopted  a  reso- 
lution allowing  the  officers,  who  ahould  ctm- 
tinne  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  half 
pay  for  seven  years.  This  resolution  produced 
bnt  a  partial  effect  upon  the  army.  The  time 
of  its  continuance  was  to  be  hot  short ;  and 
there  were  conditions  annexed  to  it,  which,  io 
many  case^  would  have  rendered  It  entirely 
inoperative. 

In  August,  1779,  Congress  agdn  acted  npon 
this  snttject,  and  resolvMl,  "  That  it  be  recom> 
mended  to  the  several  States  to  grant  half  pay 
for  life  to  the  officers  who  shonld  continue  in 
the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war."  This  re^ 
commendation  was  disregarded  by  eve^  Stete 
in  the  Union,  with  one  exception  \  and  I  feel 
proud  that  Pennsylvania  was  that  State.  She 
not  only  granted  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  her  own  line,  bnt  she  ftirniahed  them 
with  clothing  and  with  provisions.  Thaa, 
When  the  General  Government  became  unable 
to  discharge  its  duty  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers, she  voluntarily  interposed  and  relieved 
their  distresses.  Gen,  Washington,  when  urg- 
ing upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  granting  M 
the  officers  half  pay  for  life,  pointed  to  those 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  as  an  example  of  the 
beneficial  consequences  which  had  resulted 
from  that  measnre. 

Congress  at  length  became  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  granting  to  the  Continental  officers 
half  pay  for  life.  Without  pay  and  without 
clothing,  they  had  become  aisbeartened,  and 
were  about  abandoning  the  service.  The  dark- 
est period  of  the  Revolution  had  arrived,  and 
there  was  bnt  one  ray  of  hope  left,  to  pen«tnt» 
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the  impeudiiiEr  gloom  nhioh  hnns  over  tbe 
Brmj.  The  officers  vere  willing  Btijl  to  endnra 
privationB  and  suffering!,  if  thej  conld  obtun 
va  assnrtmce  that  Uief  would  be  remembered 
bj  their  ooQDtry,  after  it  shoold  be  bleased 
with  peace  and  independence.  The;  well  knew 
OoDCTflBs  could  not  relieve  their  present  want*; 
sU,  therefore,  the;  asked,  was  the  promise  of 


granted  to  the  officers  in  the  innj  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  who  (hall  oontiane  ia  aerrice  to  the 
and  of  tbe  war." 

Before  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  so 
desperate  had  been  onr  condition,  that  even 
Ws^ington  apprehended  a  dissolution  of  the 
arm;,  and  had  begun  to  despair  of  the  sncoees 
of  onr  cause.  "We  have  his  anthorit;  for  de- 
claring, that,  immediate!;  after  its  adoption, 
onr  prospects  brightened ;  and  it  prodaced  tbe 
most  bq>p;  effects.  The  state  of  the  arm; 
was  instant];  changed.  The  officers  became 
satisfied  with  their  condition,  and,  under  their 
command,  the  arm;  marched  to  victor;  and 
Indepeudenoe.  The;  fMthfoll;  and  patriot- 
icaU;  performed  ever;  obligation  imposed  upon 
them  d;  tbe  solemn  oontract  into  which  tbe; 
had -entered  with  their  coiuitzj>-. 

How,  sir,  did  ;ou  perform  this  oontract  on 
jour  paitt  No  sooner  bad  the  dangers  of  war 
ceased  to  threaten  onr  existence — no  sooner 
had  peace  retamed  to  bless  onr  shores,  than 
Te  forgot  those  benefactors,  to  whom,  nnder 
Providence,  we  owed  onr  independence.  We 
Uien  be^n  to  discover  that  it  was  costrar;  to 
the  genms  of  onr  Repnblicau  institutions  to 
grant  pensions  for  life.  The  jealons;  of  t^e 
people  was  roused,  and  their  fears  excited. 
The;  dreaded  the  creation  of  a  privileged 
order.  I  do  not  mean  to  censure  them  for  this 
feeling  of  ill-directed  jealousy,  becanse  Jeal- 
ons;  is  the  Dstnral  gnardian  of  libertj. 

Ui  this  emerRence,  how  did  the  Continental 
officers  actt  bi  soch  a  manner  as  no  other 
officers  of  a  victorious  arm;  bad  ever  acted  be- 
fore. For  the  purpose  of  allaying  tbe  appre- 
hensions of  their  fellow-citizeos,  and  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  Congress,  the;  consent- 
ed to  accept  five  years'  full  pa;,  m  commuta- 
tion for  their  half  pa;  for  life.  This  commnta- 
tion  was  to  be  paid  in  money,  or  secnrities 
were  to  be  given  on  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as 
Congress  shonld  find  most  convenient. 

Did  tbe  Qovemment  ever  perform  this  their 
second  stipnlation  to  the  officers  t  I  answer, 
no.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
MrmiiELL)  was  entire);  mistaken  in  tbe  history 
of  the  times,  when  he  asserted  that  the  com- 
mutation certificates  of  the  officers  enabled 
them  to  purchase  farms,  or  oonunence  trade, 
upon  leaving  the  army.  Ckmgress  bad  not  an; 
ftands  to  pledge  for  their  redemption.  Tbe; 
made  requisitions  upon  the  States,  which  shared 
the  sadle  fate  with  many  others,  and  w«v  en- 
tirely disregarded.  The  f^th  and  the  lionor  of 
the  eonntiy,  whilst  tbe;  were  intnigted  t«  thir^ 


teeu  independent  and  jealons  8t«te  si 
tiee,  were  almost  always  forfeited.  We  then 
had  a  General  Government  which  had  not  tbe 
power  of  enforcing  its  own  edicts.  The  conse- 
qaence  was,  that,  when  the  officers  received 
tneir  certificates,  they  were  not  worth  more 
than  about  one-fifth  of  their  nominal  value, 
and  they  very  soon  fell  to  one-eighth  of  that 
amonnt. 

Ur.  HcMPSBai  said,  the  subject  nnder  con- 
sideration, if  not  the  most  important,  is  cer- 
tainly as  interesting  as  auy_  upon  which  we 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  required  to  deliberate 
during  the  [o-esent  session.  It  is,  in  all  proba- 
bility,  the  last  demand  that  will  be  made  upon 
the  jnatice  of  this  Government,  and  to  gentle 
who  are  not  diroosed  to  regard  the  appli- 
in  in  that  light,  i  ma;  aa;,  It  is  tbe  last  ap- 
peal that  will  be  made  to  its  magnanimit;  end 
liberalit;,  b;  a  class  of  men  endeared  to  us  by 
some  of  our  fondest  and  proude^  recollections. 

The  memorialists  ask  for  the  eqnitable  per- 
formance of  a  contract  The  first  proper  snl^ect 
of  inquiry,  then,  will  be,  whether  snch  a  con- 
tract ever  existed,  and,  if  it  did,  whether  the  en- 
eageroents  of  the  respective  parties,  or  either, 
have  been  performed — if  the  contract  was  fair- 
ly made— if  tbe  terms  were  fulfilled  on  tb« 
part  of  thiQ  meiuorialiBts,  and  not  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  strict  accordance  with  its  letter 
and  spirit.  Tbia  being  tbe  only  mode  of  re- 
dress within  the  reach  of  the  injured  pari;,  aa 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  on  whom 
the  duty  rests,  and  clothed  with  the  power  ctf 
dispensing  jnstice,  we  are  nnder  the  itrongeit 
morsl  obligation  not  to  withhold  it.  I  will 
now  proceed  to  a  very  brief  examination  of  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

Was  there  a  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  memorialists ;  and  what  were 
Its  terms  t  It  is  nnneceesary  to  do  more  than 
merely  advert  to  the  condition  of  the  conntry 
and  army,  at  the  eventful  period  of  1778.  Tbe 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  which  had  animated  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  anny ;  which  had 
induced  them,  regardless  of  personal  conse- 

aaences,  to  abandon  their  private  pursuits  and 
lelr  domestic  comforts,  and,  at  tbe  imminent 
risk  of  life,  and  of  every  thing  dear  to  them,  to 
engage  in  a  desperate  confiict,  had  begun  to 
abate;  and,  sir,  it  is  neither  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise nor  of  censure,  that  it  was  so.  They  had 
sustained  nearly  three  years  of.  civil  war, 
marked  b;  ever;  species  of  horror  and  out- 
rage. The;  had  fearlessly  obeyed  every  requi- 
sition of  the  Government  whethw  it  required 
them  to  act  amidst  tbe  frozen  rwcns  of  tbe 
North,  or  on  the  burning  sands  of  the  South. 
They  bad  endured  nakedness  and  bmine,  and 
opposed  themselves  to  danger  and  death,  in  all 
their  terrible  varieties.  Their  servioes  and  suf- 
ferings are  matters  of  histor;,  and  familiar  to 
us  all.  To  have  eTpect«d  mtxe  frran  them,  cw 
a  longer  endurance  of  the  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  calamities  under  which  the;  labored, 
witboQt  the  future  prw^eot  of  indemnity  or 
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reward,  wooJd  have  been  attributiog  to  them 
powers  and  virtues  with  which  mortal  man  has 
not  been  endowed. 

It  is  almost  necdleaa  to  sa]''.  that  the  opinions 
C7f  General  Washington,  on  this  sat^ect,  are  en- 
titled to  implicit  regard ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
read,  as  an  it«m  of  testimony,  a  single  sentence 
from  his  letter  to  a  committee  of  Congresti,  in 
which  be  represents  the  condition  of  the  anur. 
It  b dat«d  29th  Jonnory,  17T8.  Hessys;  "It 
b  not,  indeed,  consistent  with  reason  or  justice 
to  eipect,  that  one  set  of  men  shonld  mate  a 
sacrifice  of  propertj,  domestio  ease,  and  bap- 
pineaa,  encounter  the  rigors  of  the  field,  tlie 

Ecrils  and  vicissitndes  of  war,  to  obtain  those 
lessinga  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  com- 
mon witli  tbem,  wi^ont  some  adoquat«  com- 
pensation. It  mnst  also  be  a  comlbrtless  re- 
flc-ction  to  any  ipan,  Ibat,  after  he  may  have 
contributed  to  secure  the  rights  of  his  country, 
at  the  risk  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his  for- 
tune, there  would  be  no  provision  made  to  pre- 
vent hiuiself  and  family  from  sinking  into  indi- 
gence and  wreUhedness." 

In  the  same  communication,  he  expressed  his 
apprehensions  that,  unless  something  was  done 
to  "  reanimate  their  languisbing  zeal,"  the  total 
dissolution  of  the  array  would  be  the  conse- 
qnenco.  And  ho  warmly  recommended  a  half 
pay  or  pension  eatabUahroont,  as  a  desirable 
and  salntan'  measure.  What  then  wpa  the 
condition  of  the  parties  i  The  officers  bad  ren- 
dered vast  and  unrequited  aervicea  to  the  conn- 
tiy.  In  the  language  of  the  Gonmiander-in- 
Chief^  "  an  entire  disinclination "  to  the  ser- 
vice, in  its  then  shape,  had  taken  place.  Fre- 
quent resignations,  and  more  frequent  appli- 
cations for  permission  to  resign,  were  duly 
happening,  and  from  officers  of  the  greatest 
merit.  They  were  under  no  legal  or  moral 
obligation  to  continue.  They  could  have  quit 
the  army,  not  only  withont  dishonor,  but  enti- 
tled to  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  A  lax- 
nesa  of  discipline  among  the  soldiers,  owing  to 
tbo  depressed  spirit  of  the  ofEcers,  and  the 
general  distress  of  the  army,  was  rapidly  pre- 
vailing. Had  the  officers  then  abandoned  the 
service,  their  places,  if  sopplied  at  all,  must 
bave  been  filled  by  men  without  military  skill 
or  experience,  who  would  have  been,  alike,  the 
■nbjccts  of  contempt  to  the  enemy  and  to  the 
troops  over  whom  they  were  placed  in  com- 
mirna.  In  snch  a  state  of  affairs,  it  reqnires  no 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  a  total  destruction 
to  the  canse. 

At  this  important  crisis,  Congress,  with  the 
view  of  retoming  the  officers  in  the  service, 
and  as  an  inducement  for  them  to  continue,  re- 
solved, "  that  officers  who  should  continue  in 
service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  have  half 
poy  fm"  seven  years  from  the  establishment  of 
peace."  In  1779,  by  a  reaolntion,  they  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Btates  to  grant  to  the 
t^cftn  of  the  respective  lines,  who  shoold  con- 
tlnoe  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  half  pay 
Ibr  life.    The  State  (tf  Femisylvania  was  the 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Sac^iomiTy  Ogleert. 


[H.  ofB. 

only  one  which  made  such  a  grant,  and  wheth- 
er it  was  in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of 
Congress  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  waa, 
however,  totally  neglected  on  the  part  of  all 
the  other  States.  In  1780,  at  the  most  gloomy 
period  of  war.  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  system  of  jnstice  and  sonnd  policy,  re- 
solved ^*  that  half  pay  for  life  be  granted  to  the 
officers  in  the  anny  of  the  Dmt^  States,  who 
shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the 
war." 

We  will  now  inquire,  sir,  how  this  contraot 
was  performed  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
In  November,  1782,  the  preliminary  articles 
of  peace  were  signed.  Hostilities  soon  after- 
wards ceased.  The  independence  of  the  colo- 
nies was  acknowledged.  The  chun  that  Itpund 
them  to  the  British  throne  was  parted  forever; 
and  the  United  States  took  the  rank  of  a  sover- 
eign nation.  The  engagement  on  the  pari;  of 
the  officers  was  performed.  Their  duties  con- 
summated. No  considerations  of  expediency 
or  policy  conld  then  justify  the  Government  in 
a  failure  on  its  part,  or  sanction  an  evasion  of 
the  obligation.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  test  the 
principle  in  this  case  by  the  sense  of  honor  and 
probity  by  which,  as  honest  men,  they  are 
governed  in  their  own  transactions.  The 
Inndamcntal  principles  of  iustlce  are  universal; 
and  though  Governments  nave  the  power,  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  disregard  them. 
But  we  will  pursue  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tion to  its  termination.  At  the  conclu»on  of 
the  war.  Congress,  for  reasons  known  to  us 
all,  was  unable  to  provide  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,  or  for 
securing  to  the  officers  the  stipend  promised  by 
their  resolutjon  of  the  year  1780.  A  new  en- 
gagement was  then  tendered  to  the  officers  la 
lieu  of  the  provisions  of  that  resolntion.  And 
here,  sir,  1  beg  leave  to  correct  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  "Virrinia,  who  says  this  en- 
gagement WHS  entered  into  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  officers.  I  believe,  sir,  on  recurring  to 
the  history  of  the  times,  he  will  find  that  such 
is  not  the  fact.  I  think  it  more  probable,  sir, 
as  stated  by  the  honoralile  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Urroncu,)  that  the  measure  waa 
forced  njion  the  oouaideration  of  Congress  by 
the  clamors  of  the  citizens,  who  conceived  ft 
pension  establishment  to  be  inconsistent  with 
the  policy  of  a  Republican  Government.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  it  certainly  originated  with 
Congress,  and  was  not  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
any  request  from  the  officers  themselves.  In 
March,  1TS3,  Congress  adopted  a  resolntion  In 
the  following  terms : 

"  That  five  years  fuU  psy  should  be  given  to  the 
officers,  in  money  or  securitica,  boariag  an  interest 
of  iii  per  cent,  per  Bnniim,  aa  sliould  be  most  con- 
venient to  CoQgresg,  to  be  paid  as  to  other  creditors 
of  tlie  United  Sutes,  in  liuu  of  hslf  psy  for  life. 
Providetl,  hoirevcr,  that  this  commutntion  be  ac- 
cepted or  refused  by  lines  and  corps,  and  not  by 
offlccrs  Individually  ;  and  that  such  acceptuice  or 
refusal  should  be  signified  by  the  Comaumdet^itt- 
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To  this  offer  the  offioera  of  tlie  army  se- 
ceded j  certain  oertificatw,  on  which  I  shal! 
hereafter  remark,  were  Bcbeeqaentlf  iMued 
and  accepted  by  them.  This  reaolatioo.  was 
intended  by  OoDgresa  aa  a  Bubatitute  for  the 
resolntion  of  1780.  It  is  now  contended  tliat 
the  acceptance  of  tJie  commutatjon  by  the 
officers,  operated  as  a  Alii  and  complete  dis- 
cbaree  to  the  Government  from  the  obligations 
of  the  former  resolution.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  there  was  not  a  performance  on 
the  part  of  the  Qovemment  of  this  new  con- 
tract ;  and  that  the  fulfilment  of  it  was  in  the 
nati^  of  a  condition  precedent,  to  the  binding 
effect  of  the  acceptance  by  the  officers.  By 
the  resolution,  Oongresa  agreed  to  give  in 
money  or  secDrities;  and  snch  were  its  terms 
tX  the  time  the  commotation  was  accepted  by 
the  officers.  I  wish  it  to  bo  borne  in  min^ 
that  the  agreement  to  tlie  commutation  and 
the  subsequent  acceptance  of  the  certificates 
were  distinct  acts,  and  took  place  nnder  very 
different  circumstances.  Oongreos,  in  pnrsn- 
ance  of  this  new  engagement,  did  not  give  tn 
money.  And  it  will  not  be  pretended  tliat 
the  oertiQcates  which  they  afterwards  issoed 
even  partook  of  the  nature  of  secnrities.  By 
BCcnrities,  we  understand  some  valnable  prop- 
erty, some  distinct  fund  set  apart  and  special- 
ly appropriated  aa  a  guarantee  for  payment. 
The  certificates  whicli  were  issued  were  mere- 
ly evidences  of  the  debta  which,  by  the 
resolution,  they  hod  agreed,  as  one  of  the 
alternatives,  to  secure;  and  that  they  were 
not  securities  in  fact  was  proved  by  their  al- 
most total  failure,  in  the  hands  of  the  nnfortn- 
nate  men  who  wore  deluded  by  the  acceptance 
of  them.  In  agreeing  to  the  commutation,  we 
are  bound  to  infer  that  the  officers  understood 
and  believed  they  were  to  receive  what  they 
hod  consented  to  regard  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  valuable  lien  which  they  had  on  the  public 
fiiitti,  for  the  provision  of  half-pay  under  the 
resolution  of  1780;  and  such  were  undoubtedly 
the  inducements  held  oat  to  them  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, That  the  certificates  which  were 
issued  aa  a  compliance  with  the  resotutiou, 
were  of  comparatively  trifling  value ;  and  that, 
in  most  instances,  the  officers  parted  with  them 
tor  sums  Infinitely  less  than  their  nominal 
amount,  are  matters  of  public  notoriety.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  the  depreciation  was  ow- 
ing to  inability,  or  want  of  due  exertions  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  provide  such 
eccorities  for  their  payment  aa  would  keep  the 
certificates  at  their  par  value  in  the  market. 
It  is  sufficient  that  it  waa  not  attributable  to 
causes  within  tlie  control  of  those  who  held 
them;  and  whatever  may  be  the  rule  of  law 
or  morab  that  would  govern  an  individual  in 
a  similar  case,  it  is  not  for  the  Government, 
under  snch  peculiar  circumstances,  to  say  that 
the  holders  parted  with  them  Tolimtarily,  and 


that  they  might  have  ret^ned  them  until  they 
were  restored  to  their  nominal  valne.  In  de- 
termining tlie  rule  of  equity  that  ought  to  gov- 
ern in  such  a  case,  a  due  connderation  should 
be  had  to  tlie  aitoation  and  condition  of  the 
parties.  Did  the  offioera  agree  to  accept  the 
commutation  voluntarily? 

Influenced  by  the  some  feelings  of  patriotism 
that  ori^nally  indnced  them  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  country,  when 
the  object  waa  attained,  they  consented  to  lay 
them  down  and  disperse.  They  thus  abandon- 
ed the  power  which  they  certainly  had,  of  con- 
trolling the  operations  of  the  Government,  and 
compelling  a  redress  of  tlieir  individual  griev- 
ances— a  power  to  the  exercise  of  which  they 
were  excited  by  the  most  powerful  motives — 
and  in  refraining  fh>m  tlie  nse  of  it,  they  gave 
an  evidence  of  pnre  and  holy  devotion  to  the 
liberty  and  happiness  of  their  country,  which 
is  wiUiout  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  former 
ages.  The  Government  was  thus  left  secure 
in  its  power  to  act  as  circumstances  or  policy 
might  dictate.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  ^r.  Hempbill)  has  remarked  that 
no  censure  is  due  to  the  Government  in  this 
transaction.  I  confess,  sir,  ttiat  on  a  critical 
examination  of  the  whole  affair,  my  mind  had 
almost  arrived  at  a  different  conclusion.  The 
resolution  of  1V8S  would  almost  seem  to  have 
been  drawn  in  anticipation  of  such  a  state  of 
things.  I  will  not  sav  that  it  waa  the  work  of 
a  crafty  politician — but  I  will  say,  that  the 
terms  of  it  were  calculated  most  effectnally  to 
mislead  the  Judgments  of  the  class  of  men  on 
whom  it  was  intended  to  operate.  The  prom- 
ise was,  to  pay  in  money  or  securities,  at  the 
option  of  Government.  The  resolution  was 
passed  in  Uarch ;  the  agreement  to  accept  the 
commutation  made  the  Snmmer  following — 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  agreement  to  accept  tlie  com- 
mutation— the  certificates  were  issued  the  Win- 
ter following.  It  is  a  matter  of  demonstration 
by  well-ascert^ned  rules  of  calculation,  that 
the  amount  tlma  offered,  even  if  paid  in  its 
best  terms,  waa  not  a  fair  equivalent  for  the 
right  which  the  officers  relinquished. 

Tdksdat,  April  25. 
EtwhilionaTy  QffUen. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Ur.  HKUFimx, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Ur.  WzBSTBg  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  the  enrviving  officers  of  the  army  (A 
the  Revolution," 

Ur.  BsA-TTon  addressed  the  committee. 

The  object  of  this  bill,  sud  Ur,  D.,  is  to  pro- 
vide a  compensation  for  a  loss  which  the  snr- 
viving  officers  of  the  Revolution  have  sustained 
in  cousetjuence  of  their  not  receiving  what  they 
were  entitled  to.  The  question  to  oe  resolved 
ia,  What  were  they  entitled  tof  And  the 
solution  to  this  qneation  will  be  afforded  by  • 
brief  statement  of  the  facts. 

The  honorable  cbalnnan  of  tha  aoMinmei^ 
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in  explaining  and  enforcing  the  coae  of  the  claim- 
ants, was  UDder  tbe  necessity  of  referring  to  a 
nninber  of  documents,  letters,  and  reeolutiona 
of  Congress ;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  Torietr 
of  detniU  and  aritlmietical  calcolatioDS,  which 
nnavoidably  rendered  his  statements  long,  and 

Siporentl}'  comjilicated.  From  these  causes, 
though  hU  statement  wbb  clear  and  eatisfac- 
torjr,  the  points  which  should,  ezdumTelT, 
regntate  onr  Jadgmenta,  maj  hoTO  escaped 
Bome  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  I 
shall,  therefore,  endeavor,  in  the  remarks 
which  I  propose  making,  to  confine  myself  to 
Eo  mac^h  of  the  case  of  the  claimants  as  is 
neccssarj  to  a  jicrfect  understanding  of  the 
gronnda  npon  which  it  stands;  and  I  feel  as- 
sored,  if  Ua  merits  are  perfectly  understood, 
tliat  a  majority  of  the  committee  will  be  in 
t&vor  of  tlie  bill  which  has  been  reported. 

On  the  21st  October,  1780,  Congress  re- 
solved that  "  half  pay  for  life  shonld  be  grant- 
ed to  the  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  continue  in  serrioe  to  tlie 
end  of  the  war," 

On  the  Elst  March,  1783.  Congress  passed  a 
lesolntion,  "tliat  five  years  full  pay  should  be 
given  to  the  officers,  In  money,  or  in  securities, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centnm  per  an- 
amn,  as  should  be  most  convenient  to  Con- 
grws." 

In  November,  1788,  c«rtI6catM  were  deliver- 
ed to  tlie  oflicers  for  arrears  of  pay,  and  for  an 
amount  equal  to  five  years'  full  pay ;  but, 
when  these  certillcates  were  delivered,  no  pro- 
rision  was  made  for  tbe  payment  of  tlio  princi- 
pal or  the  interest,  nor  was  any  intereet  ever 
paid  npon  them. 

In  1T91,  when  the  Ending  system  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  Federal  CoiiBtitntiou, 
cflino  into  operation,  now  certificates  were  de- 
livered to  the  officers ;  but  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  to  them  were  funded  at  three  per 
cent,  instead  of  six,  and  tlie  payment  of  one- 
third  of  tlie  prindpal  was  dderred  for  ten 
years,  without  any  int«rest  Bach  is  the  whole 
Etatemeht  of  facts  necessary  for  ttie  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  rights  of 
the  clumants. 

From  thia  statement,  I  think  it  Is  evident 
that  the  resolution  of  Congress,  in  1780,  was 
B  condltiooal  contract,  which  became  perfect 
upon  a  oompllanoe  with  tlie  condition  contained 
in  it.  The  officers,  bv  serving  until  the  end  of 
the  war,  did  comply  with  that  condition ; 
having  done  so,  under  an  executed  contract  for 
a  fuU  consideration,  they  were  entitled  to  a 
comidiance  with  its  terms.  If  their  case  rested 
here,  no  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the  strict  le- 
gality of  their  claim;  bnt,  aa  they  accepted  a 
sabetitntion  for  this  contract  by  acquiescing  in 


pear  to  be    bonnd  by  this  snbstitntion. 
nevertheless,   the  circumstances  under  which 
they  accepted,  be  taken  into  oonuderation,  in 

anity  and  justice  they  ought  not  to  be  regard- 
as  bound  by  it.    The  officers  had  recently 


left  the  army ;  they  were  in  a  state  o^  uttev 
destitution ;  delay  in  obtaining  their  dues  pre- 
sented to  them  the  spectacle  of  ruin,  and  tha 
prospect  of  speedy  relief  operated  upon  them 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  Under  these 
excitements,  they  conld  hardly  be  said  to  have 
been  capable  of  exercising  their  judgments. 
When  Individuals  have  entered  into  bargains  in 
similar  sitnations,  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  a 
Conrt  of  Equity  to  afford  relief  and  not  to  bold 
them  bound  under  such  contracts.  But  admit- 
ting these  contracts  to  have  been  obligatory  upon 


were  entitled  to  receive  either  money  or  sa- 
carities,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
which  interest  ought  to  have  been  annnally  paid. 
No  other  meaning  can  fairly  be  annexed  to  the 
resolution  of  ITSB,  than  that,  under  it,  either 
money  would  be  pud,  or,  that  what  was  equiv- 
alent to  money  would  be  delivered.  Uoney 
would  have  yielded  on  annual  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  consequently,  the  socnrities  givea 
m  lieu  of  money,  to  have  been  equivalent  to 
money,  should  have  carried  an  interest  of  rix 
per  cent.,  and  that  interest  shonld  have  been 
onnnally  disohaiged ;  bnt  no  Interest  was  paid 
at  all.  Not  receiving  any  part,  either  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest,  most  of  the  claimants,  to  re- 
lieve their  pressing  want&  were  compelled  to 
sell  their  certificates,  and  did  not,  upon  on 
average,  obtain  more  for  them  than  about  one 
dollar  for  eight  dollars.  But  what  was  the 
condition  of  those  who  retained  their  certificates 
until  1791,  when  they  were  funded!  Upon 
the  certificates  for  interest  dne,  no  more  than 
three  per  cent  was  allowed,  and  the  payment 
of  one-third  of  the  principal,  without  any 
interest,  was  postponed  for  ten  years.  By 
these  proceedings,  did  the  officers  receive  what 
they  were  entitled  tot  The  departure  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolution  of 
1783,  is  so  obvious,  that  no  comment  or  argu- 
ment could  render  it  plainer,  I  shall  therefore 
resort  t«  none. 

Under  these  drcumstancea,  is  it  not  un- 
deniable that  the  Government  did  not  comply 
with  their  contract!  Is  it  not  a  consequence, 
equally  undeniable,  that  tbe  Gktvornmeut  ii 
bonnd  to  make  good  any  loss  which  has  ac- 
crued to  those  whom  they  have  injured  by 
failing  to  perform  their  contract  ?    Both  these 

Suestiona  most  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
an  any  fact  be  more  evident,  then,  than  that 
the  claimants  are  entitled  to  relief? 
Mr.  EiDDBB  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bassett,  in 
opposition  to  the  hilt,  the  question  was  put  on 
filling  the  blank,  which  contains  the  appropria- 
tion, with  one  million  of  doUars,  and  decided 


Mr.  Cliurman :  Sufficient,  perhaps,  has  al- 
ready been  sfdd  in  behalf  of  the  officers  of  th« 
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EeTolntion.  I  propose  to  eay  Bomething  for 
the  toldiert  also.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment which  has  jest  been  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Uansachtieetts,  (Mr.  Reed.)  I  be- 
lieve that  tbe  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have  a 
jnst  claim  upon  as  for  a  mach  larger  amount 
than  any  that  has  been  proposed  to  begivento 
tliem.  We  owe  them  a  Jnst  debt,  and  it  arises 
from  our  violationsof  our  engagements  to  them. 

In  the  first  pUce,  as  to  their  nages.  We 
were  bound  to  have  paid  them  In  money.  This 
we  did  not  do ;  hot  delivered  them  merely  pa- 
per, or  certificates  of  debt,  which  wore  not 
money ;  they  were  not  the  measure  of  value : 
but  their  own  value  flnctoated,  aocording  to 
the  varying  opinions  of  the  times.  They  were 
Kn  article  of  trade  in  the  market,  and,  like  every 
cither  kind  of  merchandise,  their  real  value  was 
their  market  price ;  which  was  from  an  eighth 
to  a  tenth  of  their  nominal  amount.  The  sol- 
dier, then,  was  compelled  to  receive  an  artiole 
At  eight  or  ten  times  its  real  worth,  so  that,  in 
fkct,  he  obtained,  at  most,  but  an  eighth  part  of 
his  wages.  I  say,  at  most ;  at  times,  indeed,  it 
was  far  less.  The  gravest  of  our  historianiS 
has  told  us,  that,  at  one  time,  such  was  the  de- 
preciation, that  the  pay  of  a  captain  would  not 
cave  furnished  the  shoes  in  which  he  marched 
against  the  enemy ;  and  many  expended  their 
little  all  in  snpplying  themselves  with  the  hum- 
ble accommodatioDS  which  their  stations  ro- 
qnired.  We  have  thus  pfdd  to  the  soldier*  bnt 
A  small  fraction  of  their  wages.  Our  country 
was  in  the  condition  of  an  insolvent  debtor, 
and  made  but  a  small  dividend  among  its  cred- 
itors. Why  should  we  not  now,  when  we  have 
the  abundant  means,  make  payment  of  the  res- 
idue? It  has  been  said  that  we  should  pay 
nothing  now,  becanse  it  has  cost  the  United 
States  the  full  nominal  amount,  as  the  Oovern- 
ment  eventnally  redeemed  the  p^>er.  If  it 
were  so,  what  matters  that  to  the  soldier  7  If 
a  creditor  is  offered  an  article  at  t«n  times  its 
value,  in  discharge  of  his  demand,  is  it  of  any 
consequence  to  tel!  him  how  much  it  coat  the 
debtor  t  Suppose  we  had  compelled  the  soldier 
to  take  any  other  speciSc  artide  at  such  an  en- 
hanced price,  and  he  had  remonstrated  against 
being  thns  defrauded,  would  it  be  any  answer  to 
say  to  him,  "We  purchased  the  article  on  credit, 
and  our  credit  was  so  bad,  tiiat  it  cost  us  much 
more  than  it  was  worth  V 

Sir,  that  which  we  did  deliver,  in  payment, 
rested  wholly  upon  onr  credit.  If  that  credit 
was  so  defective  that  it  cost  lis  ten  times  its  real 
value,  is  the  whole  lose  to  be  thrown  npon  the 
soldier  t  Was  it  his  fault  that  we  did  not  dis- 
charge onr  duty,  and  sustain  our  credit ! 

Bnt  again,  it  is  objected,  if  he  had  retained 
the  paper  long  enough,  he  might  have  obtained 
foil  payment.  That  is,  if  he  had  kept  the  arti- 
cle on  hand  for  a  series  of  years,  it  might  have 
risen  in  value.  And  what  if  it  had!  Does 
not  every  one  know,  that  the  price  which  a 
thing  bears,  when  it  is  received  in  payment,  de- 
tennmes  the  amount  of  the  debt  thereby  dis- 


charged, and  that  its  subseqnent  rise  or  depres- 
sion, cannot  increase  or  diminish  it!  And,  bc- 
ddes  this,  are  we  to  say  to  the  poor  soldier, 
who  expended  his  last  farthing  in  onr  defence, 
who  could  not  even  reach  hia  home  without 
charity,  and  was  compelled  to  part  with  his 
certificate  to  save  himself  and  his  children  from 
starvation — ehall  we  say  to  him,  you  ought  to 


but  a  mockery  of  his  wrongs  to  tell  him — if 
Tou  had  done  what  was  impossible,  you  might 
have  been  paid.  I  will  not  pause  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  depreeialion, 
because  tbe  reflection  of  a  moment  must  satis- 
fy every  one  that  it  very  far  exceeds  the  smn 
named  in  the  bill  and  the  amendment 

But,  sir,  independently  of  the  depreciation, 
we  have  never  yet  paid  the  fHill  amount  of  the 
paper  or  certificates  which  we  compelled  the 
soldier  to  receive.  It  is  well  known  tliat,  in 
the  funding  of  the  pnblio  debt,  which  took 
place  nearly  ten  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  more  than  ten  years  after  much  of 
the  debt  was  contracted,  the  interest  was  not 
paid,  but  funded  on  interest  of  three  per  cent. 
payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 
The  principal  was  not  paid;  but  two-thirds 
was  funded  at  an  interest  of  us  per  cent,  and 
interest  on  the  other  third  was  deferred  for 
ten  years.  From  this  statement  merely,  tbe 
loss  of  the  creditor  does  not  appear  to  be  creiit; 
but  in  order  to  exhibit  it  twy,  let  us  tate  an 
example,  and  compute  the  loss  sostained  by  the 
holder  of  paper  for  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
simple  interest  for  ten  years,  was  six  hundred 
dollars,  which  was  funded  at  three  per  cent 
Such  was  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
high  rate  of  interest,  at  that  period,  that  it  hna 
been  estimated  that  the  amount  thns  funded, 
was  worth  bnt  fifty  per  cent.  To  bo  witliin 
hounds,  suppose  the  ditfl^rcnce  to  be  one-third, 
then  the  six  hundred  dollars  thns  funded,  wna 
worth  but  four  hundred  dollars,  and  the  loas 
was  two  hundred  dollars. 

One-third  of  the  principal  bore  no  interest 
for  ten  years.  Simple  interest  for  tliat  time, 
on  one-third  of  a  ttionsand  dollars,  amounted 
to  two  hundred  dollars  more,  making  the  lose 
four  hundred  dollars.  Simple  interest  upon  tliis 
sum,  for  thirty  years,  exceeds  seven  hundred 
dollars,  which,  added  to  the  four  hundred, 
makes  the  loss  which  the  holder  of  paper,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars,  has  sat- 
fered,  by  the  mode  and  time  of  payment  adopt- 
ed by  the  Government,  to  exceed  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars ;  so  that  the  sum  which  we  with- 
held, out  of  that  which  we  had  solemnly  prom- 
ised, in  writing,  with  simple  interest  only,  is 
now  more  than  the  origmal  amount  of  the 
debt. 

Again,  sir:  thesoldierhod  aright  to  demand 
money  of  us ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  he 
was  in  the  utmost  distress  for  it  If  we  could 
not  pay  it,  we  should,  at  least,  have  put  the 
debt  on  interest,  payable  quarterly,  as  a  fimd 


deU  fhim  tLe  b^Dning.  This  we  cotdd  have 
done;  aad  as  we  did  not,  we  are  now  bound 
to  place  him  in  u  good  conditioD  as  be  wontd 
Iikve  beeo  in  if  we  had  performed  our  duty. 
And,  if  we  bad  paid  intereit  qaarterlj,  conid 
he  not  bave  realized  as  mach  as  interest  com- 
ponnded,  aunnaU;  f  Would  not  erery  honora' 
Die  man  pay  ao  mncli  to  an  individnal  whom  he 
bad  thus  wronged?  And  if  gentlemen  will 
make  the  compntatioa  hj  this  rale,  they  will 
find  that  we  should  now  pay  more  than  three 
thousand  dollars  to  every  one  who  was  an  orig- 
inal creditor  to  the  amonnt  of  one  tbouaandl 
A  startling  amonnt  truly  I  Gentlemen,  bow- 
eTor,  need  not  be  alarmed  j  they  are  not  asked 
for  gaeh  a  snm,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  Only  a 
nnall  part,  even  of  the  simple  interest,  b  now 
requeued.  Bat  I  thonght  it  not  amiss  to  sug- 
gest to  them  bow  mncn  might  be  demands, 
upon  principles  which  it  would  be  difficnlt,  in, 
lurness,  to  oontest  So  mnoh  for  the  loss  to 
oor  creditor.  Was  there  not  a  corresponding 
gain  to  ODrselves  ?  I  know  it  has  been  said, 
that  we  paid  and  redeemed  onr  paper.  Bnt, 
sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  that,  by  the  mode 
of  payment,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  rather,  by 
tbenon-paymentof  onrdomesticdeht,  wesaved 
tba  foil  amount  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars 
oot  of  the  Bom  qhich  we  had  expressly  prom- 
ised— ont  of  the  face  of  our  bond !  If  tbis  snm 
had  been  paid  or  fnnded,  then  we  must  have 
paid  interest  upon  it  until  the  present  time ; 
for  we  have  never  yet  been  out  of  debt ;  and 
OUT  national  finances  are  now  in  a  better  condi- 
tion, by  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  than 
they  would  bave  been  if  wo  had  fnlly  paid  our 
St^t^C  debt.  We  have,  then,  in  onr  hands, 
fifty" TrLiiliona  of  dollars  which  belong  to  our 
creditors,  and  which  snm  we  have  no  right  to 
retain,  if  they  crane  forward  to  claim  it.  And 
now  the  most  meritorious  of  those  creditors 
ask  for  less  than  one  year's  interest  of  that 
sum,  snd  yet  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to  re- 
ject their  demand. 

'  The  soldiers  t^tfae  Kevolntion  might  present 
itill  further  daima  Qpon  ns.  When  we  enlisted 
tfiisni  into  onr'  service,  we  entered  into  other 
etjg^ments  with  tbem  besides  the  payment  of 
their  wages.  We  bound  ourselves  to  fiirnish 
(hem  suitable  food,  clothing,  tents,  and  medi- 
cine^ and  all  the  neoessories  of  a  soldier's  life. 
How  was  tbis  stipnlation  fulfiUed?  Let  our 
history,  let  Washington  himself  answer  tbis 

ration.  How  often,  and  how  feelingly  do 
y  rep«at  and  reiter^  the  wants  and  snffer- 
higs  of  the  army,  through  onr  violation  of  our 
engagements  1  Tbey  declare  that "  actual  fam- 
ine "  existed  in  tbe  army ;  that  the  soldiers 
"had  bcMi  half  the  time  without  provisions," 
and  hod  "  no  magazines,  nor  money  to  form 
them ;"  that  they  "  were  bereft  of  every  hope 
from  the  OommissaHes;  and,  at  one  time,  the 
soldiers  ate  every  kind  of  horse  food  but  hay, 
and  were  perpetually  on  tiio  point  of  starving." 
As  to  clotbM,  they  declare,  that  "neither  tlie 
bodiea  nor  feet  of  the  soldiers  were  protected 
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from  the  frosts  and  cold  of  the  inclement  season ; 
and,  after  being  exposed  through  the  day  to 
the  rigors  of  Winter,  night  brought  no  relief;" 
that  "  they  were  without  clothes  and  without 
blankets,  and  at  one  time,  amid  the  frosts  of 
Winter,  nearly  three  thousand  men  were  bare- 
foot in  camp,  besides  the  number  confined 
to  the  hospitals  for  wont  of  shoes."  And 
Washington  describes  their  distress  in  these 
emphatic  words :  "  Onr  sick,  naked  I  onr  well, 
naked !    our   unfortunate   men   in    captivity, 

Such,  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authoritlee, 
was  the  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  primary 
articles  of  food  and  clothing;  and  that,  as  to 
all  minor  neoeaaaries,  they  were  almost  un- 
known. They  tell  you  that,  in  every  depart- 
ment, the  utmost  distress  prevailed,  and  that 
many,  very  many,  sunk  under  their  accumulat- 
ed hardships ;  that,  from  incessant  toil,  from 
insufficient  and  unwholesome  food,  from  want 
of  vt^etables,  want  of  tents,  and  want  of 
clothes,  great  sickness  pMvalled ;  the  hospitab 
were  crowded,  and  the  laedical  department  be- 
ing unprovided  great  mortality  followed,  and 
nnusual  nnmlwrs  were  carried  from  the  hospi- 
tals to  the  grave.  Do  not  suEFerings  like  these 
deserve  some  consideration)  Will  not  the 
merest  niggard  of  Justice,  calculating  only  dol- 
lars and  cents,  admit  that  they  have  a  right  to 
demand  from  us  tbe  value  of  the  fooa  and 
clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  which  we 
wrongfully  withheld!  And  will  not  every 
mind,  imbued  with  sentiments  of  moral  right, 
spontaneously  declare  with  Washington,  that 
compensation  ought  also  to  be  made  to  them 
for  the  tortures  we  inflicted,  by  onr  neglect, 
and  violation  of  our  duty  I  The  amount  I 
will  not  attempt  to  estimate.  Let  gentlemen 
recur  to  onr  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  consult 
their  own  hearts  and  their  own  iudgmcnta,  and 
then  say  what  is  due  to  tbe  soldier,  who,  fee- 
ble, and  sinking  for  want  of  food  and  suste- 
nance, marehed,  during  the  day,  thronah  snow 
and  ice,  on  naked  feet,  exposed  unclad  to  the 
Winter's  cold,  with  no  resting-place  at  night 
but  tlie  earth,  and  no  covering  but  the  skies : 
passing  through  sufferings  which  human  nataro 
could  not  sustain  nnbrokcn ;  and  Mling  a  prey 
to  pestiieuoe,  mora  deadly  and  far  more  terrifla 
than  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  Cheerfully  did 
he  foce  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  dare  a  soldier's 
death  on  the  field  of  honor ;  but  what  rewards, 
In  your  power  to  bestow,  would  have  pOT- 
cbtued  his  consent  to  meet  all  the  loathsome 
forms  of  disease ;  to  breathe  the  hospital's 
nauseous  contagions,  or  the  corruption  of  a 
prison  ship,  and  linger  through  protracted  tor- 
tures, unheeded  and  unknown,  towards  an  in- 
glorious death}  Let  him  who  bos  felt  the 
withering  hand  of  disease,  soy  what  atonement 
wo  shonld  make,  for  causing  horrors  like  these. 

I  have  thua,  sir,  endeavored  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  contend  that  iqius^ce 
has  been  done  to  tbe  soldiers  of  the  Bevolutjon. 
In  the  first  place,  mufcing  payment  of  QaiT 
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1  of  tJie  nominal  amoant, 
which  we  \aA  promised.  Aiid,  tbirdl?,  other 
breaches  of  contract,  on  our  part,  catuing  pe- 
enliar  privations  and  BoSerings  to  them. 

And  now  I  wonid  ask,  sir,  who  are  the  men 
whom  we  have  thus  grierouslf  wronged  t  Are 
thej  mere  hirelinga,  to  whom  we  shontd  be 
ooatenC  to  weigh  out  Jostice  by  the  grain  and 
scrapie,  or  are  they  onr  greatest  earthly  bene- 
&ctorst  They  were  aotnated  by  higher  and 
purer  motives  than  any  soldiers  that  ever  as- 
Bembled,  and  exhibited  a  spectacle  of  unyielding 
fortitnde,  and  self-denving  magnanimity,  one- 

SQolled  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  Others,  nn- 
er  a  momentary  enthosiasm,  or  in  tlie  hur- 
rying fever  of  battle,  have  fonght  as  deaperate- 
It.  Others,  when  far  from  succor  and  from 
their  country,  have  endured  and  persevered  for 
individual  self-preservation.  Bat  where,  in  all 
history,  is  an  example  of  a  soldiery,  with  no 
power  to  control  tnem,  whix  in  a  single  day, 
perhaps,  could  have  rteched  their  homes  in 
aafety,  voluntarily  co^inuing  to  endure  snch 
protracted  miseriea,  f>om  no  motive  but  inward 
principle  and  a  sense  of  duty  ?  They  were  im- 
bued with  a  loftier  and  more  expanded  spirit 
of  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  and  achieved 
more  for  the  happiness  of  their  country,  and  of 
mankind,  than  any  army  that  ever  existed. 
And  where  is  there  an  example  of  moral  sub- 
limity, equal  to  their  last  act  of  self-devotion, 
.  after  peace  and  independence  had  been  con- 
quered t  That  army,  who  had  dared  the  pow- 
er and  hnmbled  the  pride  of  BHt)^  and  wrest- 
ed a  nation  from  her  grasp ;  that  army,  with 
swords  In  their  hands,  neea  not  have  sued  and 
begged  for  jnstice.  They  ooold  have  righted 
their  own  wrougs,  and  meted  out  their  own  re- 
wards. The  country  was  prostrate  before  them; 
and  if  they  had  rused  their  arms,  and  pro- 
claimed themselves  soverei^,  where  was  the 
power  that  conld  have  resisted  their  sway ! 
They  wero  not  nnconscions  of  their  strength, 
nor  did  they  want  incitements  to  use  it. 

The  astbor  of  the  celebrated  Newburg  let- 
ters told  them,  your  country  disdains  your 
cries,  and  tramples  npon  yonr  distresses.  lie 
eon^Qred  them,  m  the  most  eloquent  and  ener- 

Estto  language,  to  exert  the  power  which  tbey 
eld,  and  never  lay  down  their  arms  nntil  am- 
ple jostice  hod  been  obtained.  Be  warned 
them,  if  once  disarmed  and  dispersed,  your 
Toice  will  sink ;  your  remonstrances  will  be 
unheard ;  yoa  will  grow  old  in  poverty,  and 
wade  through  tlie  vile  mire  of  dependency. 
'What  was  their  answer,  when  thas  urged  and 
thus  tempted  ?  With  one  voice  they  spurned 
the  dark  suggestions,  voluntarily  surrendered 
their  arms,  and  submitted  themselves  uncondi- 
tionally to  the  civil  power.  It  was  then  that 
their  illnstriooB  commander  said,  in  the  words 
road  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  yes- 
terd^,  "  Hod  this  day  been  wauting,  the  world 
hod  never  seen  the  last  stage  oF  perfection 
which  hniuan  natore  is  citable  of  attaining." 


They  quietly  dispersed  and  parted  for  tbeir 

homes,  in  every  part  of  yonr  wide  domain,  un- 
rewarded, penniless,  carrying  with  ^m  noth- 
ing but  the  proud  consciousness  of  the  pnri^ 
and  dignity  of  their  condnct,  and  a  firm  reli- 
ance upon  their  country's  honor  and  their  conn- 
try's  faith.  And  what  return  has  been  made 
to  them  I  Have  tbey  not  foond  your  high- 
blown honor  apduted  bubble,  and  your  plight- 
ed faith  a  broken  reed!  Have  not  those  dark 
predictions  of  your  ingratitude,  which  you  thejt^ 
mdignantly  repelled,  ss  slanders  foul  and  base, 
at  which  you  were  ready  to  exclaim,  "is  thy 
servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  thing!" — 
have  they  not  been  too  much  realized!  Have 
not  the  petitions  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion  he^  disregarded  t  Have  they  not  grown 
old  in  poverty!  Do  they  not  now  owe  the 
miserable  remnant  of  their  lives  to  charity  f 
Bir,  if  we  change  not  onr  conduct  towa^s 
them,  it  must  crimson  with  shame  the  front  of 
history. 

Mr.  Etxbktt  addreBsed  the  committee  m 
follows: 

Ur.  Churman:  If  I  consulted  only  m^ 
inclination,  I  should  certainly  leave  the  cause 
of  the  Revolutionary  ofBowa  in  the  powerftil 
and  eloquent  advocacy  of  my  honorable  friend 
(Ur.  Spraoue)  who  has  jnst  taken  bis  seat.  I 
should  be  desirous  of  avoiding  the  appearance 
of  attemptiog  to  say  over  again,  what  he  has 
so  hoHHly  and  so  forcibly  urged  in  their  behalf. 
It  is,  nowever,  a  snt^ect  on  which  my  sense  of 
duty  will  not  allow  me  to  ^ve  a  silent  vote; 
and  I  must  therefore  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  while  I  endeavor,  very  cursorily, 
to  answer  some  of  the  objections  which  have 
been  urged  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  while 
I  briefly  state  some  of  the  reasons  for  whicli  I 
shall  vote  for  the  bill,  and  for  the  amendment  of 
my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Bked.) 

It  has  been  objected,  sir,  to  the  claim  of  the 
Pevolutionary  officers,  that  it  b  one,  not  of 
justice,  but  of  gratitude.  This  description 
of  the  claim  does  not,  I  confess,  carry  a 
very  distinct  idea  to  my  mfod*.  I  understand 
what  would  be  meant  by  saying,  that  ifc,Ja 
a  claim,  not  on  our  Justice,  hut  our  generlllljr. 
Tliis  might  be  said  of  a  claim  ibnnded  on 
services  not  entitled  to  compensation,  but  pre- 
senting a  fiiir  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
liberality.  But  a  claim  on  our  ^titude  must 
snroly  he  founded  on  real  and  important  ser- 
vices. These  services  must,  of  course,  create  a 
cliiiiti  also  on  our  justice,  which  can  only  be 
:Iiargcd  by  full  and  ample  compensation. 
That,  certainly,  has  never  been  done  in  the  case 
of  tno  Revoluiionnry  officers ;  and  if  their 
claim  is,  therefore,  as  ia  admitted,  a  claim  on  our 
gratitude,  it  is,  for  the  somo  reason,  a  claim  on 
ir  justice. 

ThcreepectedgentlemanfromlTorth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Alston,)  said  that  be  was  one  of  those 
who,  when  an  account  had  been  paid,  wished 
to  have  it  closed,  and  hear  no  more  about  it. 
'^-  am  I,  sir,  but  not  till  it  has  been  paid,    I  on 
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one  of  tboM  vho  will  not  agree  to  an  aoconnt's 
being  dosed,  tiUitis paid,  nhetberlstandin  the 
KliCiuD  of  ft  creditor  or  a  debtor.  If  I  am  tlie 
debtor,  it  shall  not  be  doeed  till  I  have  paid  the 
mleniioet  farthing,  which  nothing  but  inevitable 
'  Dtttadiy  shall  preTent  my  doing.  If  I  am  tlte 
creditor,  itsballnoC  be  closed  till  it  is  paid,  uolesa 
m;  debtor  be  imable  to  discharge  Itj  and  then, 
tf  iM  is  poorer  than  I,  I  will  forgive  the  debt 

Kr,  how  was  this  account  paid,  which  the 
geptlenuui  wishes  to  eonsider  u  closed  I  It  was 
paid  after  a  total  bankniptcj  of  the  ooan^.  I 
00  not  reproach  her  necessities ;  God  forbid  I 
But  1 8^*,  that,  when  the  country  settled  with 
tlie  Armj  of  the  Bevolation,  she  was  insolvent, 
■he  was  bankrapt :  ahe  made  a  paltrj  dividend, 
2l  U.  In  the  pound.  Now  we  have  grown  rich ; 
we  are  rolling  in  wealth;  oor  old  creditor,  in 
the  eitiemity  of  age,  and  often  in  want,  comes 
and  asks  for  a  little  relief  oat  of  oar  abundance. 
We  tell  bim  we  pud  him  forty  years  ago ;  that 
we  have  his  discbai^  in  our  pocket,  and  bid 
hiin  begone.  The  gentleman  said,  wbea  on 
account  was  settled  and  paid,  he  wished  to  hear 
DO  more  ohoat  it.  Sir,  I  wimt  to  bear  one  thing 
more  about  it — thxt  it  was  fuUj  paid  and  fairly 
titled. 

Ur.  Chairman,  H  la  olyaeted  to  the  passage  of 
ILii  bill,  that  some  of  those,  for  whom  it  provides 
relief^  remuned  in  pcssesnoa  of  their  certificates 
rffinil  settlement,  untii  they  rose  to  the  par  value, 
orevea  above  it.  If  Ithooghtthotany consider' 
(Ue  anmber  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
Rerolation  were  in  this  aituoUon,  I  do  Dot  knuw 
that  I  ahoald  be  nuwilling  to  introduce  such 
pTDviios  and  limitations  into  the  bill,  as  would 
eidude  snch  persons  from  participating  in  iu 
beneflti. 

But,  nr,  I  do  aot  suppose  that  any  gentleman 
vim  h««rs  me,  believes  that  the  number  of  tba 
officers  of  the  Bevolutioa  who  wero  thus  able  to 
reserve  their  cenificAtcs,  and  fund  tham  at  par, 
can  he  so  conaderable  as  to  make  it  important  to 
tike  their  ease  into  special  consideratjoo.  Bo 
they  few  or  niaay,  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow, 
that  even  ihey  ought,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  be 
•hat  out  tram  the  providuns  of  the  bilL  Thoy 
were  entitled  to  money  or  avdlable  secnritlea. 
Ton  gave  them  no  money,  and  secoritieB  wortlk 
butaaeighthoftlieir  nominal  value.  They  had, 
perhwj,  a  pittance  which  enabled  them  to  live 
Bum  day  to  day,  without  sacrificing  their  certifi- 
eatu  at  the  market  value.  These  they  reserved, 
net  kaowiug  titat  they  would  eventually  be 
worth  the  Mf>er  on  which  they  were  printed. 
Thej^eciuated  in  their  own  funds,  not  vulunta- 
rilv,  bat  by  compulsion;  and  I  cannot  think  that 
their  having  done  so,  unquestionably  in  a  very 
few  cases,  of  which  it  dues  not  appear  that  any 
DM  iaamong  those  now  presented  to  our  ounsid- 
tntion,  ought  to  form  a  reason  for  excluding 
them,  br  less  all  the  other  surviving  officers, 
ttmn  the  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

It  has  been  made  an  objection  to  this  bill 
that  it  tends  to  enlarge  the  pension  system  oi 
the  Ciuted  Stales.      Sir,    iiotliiDg   ta    more 


decidedly  in  oppo»tion  to  a  Republican  policy, 
not  merely  than  the  enlnrgemont  of  a  pension 
system,  but  than  the  exiiitence  of  any  tiling 
which  could  be  properly  called  bv  that  name. 
But  let  us  not  be  misled  by  a  word,  particularly 
in  this  cose,  in  which  a  word,  rendered  odions 
by  its  abuses  in  other  countries,  is  to  be  applied 
to  objects  in  thia  country,  of  a  nature  totally 
dissimilar.  Uy  honorable  friend  (Mr.  SfBAGUE) 
has  already  alluded  to  the  definition  given  of  a 
pension  by  the  great  English  leiioographer, 
who  unluckily  found  himself  before  long  in  the 
Htnation  of  a  pendoner.  Permit  me  agaia 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  this 
memorable  definition.  "■  Pension — an  allowance 
mode  to  any  one  withont  on  equivalent.  In 
England,  it  is  generally  nnderstoou  to  mean  pa^ 
given  to  a  State  hireling  fur  treason  to  his 
country." 

Sir,  I  will  drop  the  latter  port  of  this  defini- 
tion, where  the  feelings  of  tlie  partisan  appear 
to  liavo  disturbed  the  judgment  of  the  critic.  I 
will  take  only  the  part  of  the  definition  intended 
to  be  exact :  "  An  allowance  made  without  an 
equivalent."  Without  an  equivalent  I  And  is 
this  the  character  we  arc  giiing  to  give  to 
tiie  frugal  allowance  proposed  for  tho^e  who 
led  the  Armies  of  the  Revolution!  Pendoner! 
Does  any  honorable  man  affect  to  give  that 
name  to  one  who,  in  his  employment,  exerta 
his  talents,  and  spends  his  life  ztutlunsly,  faith' 
fully,  indufatigably?  Is  the  fair  compeiiEation 
fur  services  rendered,  to  be  called  by  the  odious 
name  of  a  pension  i  Sir,  p.iss  tbis  bili,  adopt  the 
amcudinent:  of  my  hunorable  collcogne,  (Mr. 
Reed,)  give  tlie  survivors  of  the  RevoluUou  all 
Iliey  ai^  and  ten  times  more  than  they  ask, 
and  which  gcnerution  will  stilt  be  in  arrears: 
we  to  our  futliers,  or  tiiey  to  ns?  wliich  will 
have  done  the  most  for  the  other;  they,  in 
achieving  by  their  toils  and  blood,  the  independ- 
ence wo  enjoy,  or  we  in  solacing  their  age  by 
these  pour  gratuitiest  which  generation  is 
dependent  on  the  bounty  of  the  other!  which 
is  the  pensioner  of  the  otherV 

Sir,  itissaidthntotherclassessufi'credasmuch 
OS  tlioae  for  whom  relief  is  now  oskcd;  that 
the  di:«tress  and  privation  were  general,  and 
that  the  Army  bore  no  more  than  its  share 
In  the  common  calamities.  There  was  saScriug 
enough  on  all  sides.  Heaven  knows,  and  it 
ii'll,  it  is  true,  not  less  on  the  citizen  at  Lome, 
than  on  the  soldier  in  the  camp.  But  the 
Army,  in  suficring  as  such,  was  not  exempt 
fruiu  Its  shure  of  tlie  ceneral  calamity.  Tbey 
did  not  cast  off  the  cJioracter  and  relations  of 
ciUzens.  No,  ar,  while  they  were  sal&ring  all 
tlie  hurdshi|>s  of  the  camp  and  of  the  tield,  they 
were  also  sufiering  in  ail  their  interests  at  liuue, 
in  common  with  the  re°t  of  tlie  community. 
Sir,  tlie  wealth,  or  rather  let  me  sny,  tlie  ft^^ 
competence  of  the  great  moja  i^f  the  ciliiens 
of  the  United  States,  thun  as  now,  consi^tted  in 
the  ]-.bor  of  the  ciiizan's  own  luiiid,  applied 
to  the  cultivation  of  a  little  Furin,  or  the 
management  of  some  ot^ter  unall   property. 
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Bach  unqnestiooabiy  was  the  case  with  tbose 
for  whom  relief  is  provided  by  Uiis  bill.  They 
belonged  to  a  clasa  of  society  whose  personal 
attendiuioe,   labor,   and   oare,  sr«   their   oliief 

Sroperty.  What  brings  the  most  grievous 
istress  on  snch  a  dasa  of  society)  Not  the 
fluctuations  aad  obatmctions  of  the  market; 
not  the  failora  of  crops  of  great  staple  products, 
which  do  not  depend  upon  the  presence  or 
abaenoe  of  on  opulent  proprietor.  No,  sir,  the 
citizens  of  this  class  are  most  distressed  when 
an  indmtrioos  member  b  called  away  from  the 
little  circle;  when  an  active  son  or  brother 
is  lost  to  the  o^ed  father  or  helpless  sisters, 
who  depend  on  his  dd  to  carry  on  tlte  frugal 
operations  of  that  domestic  icdostry,  which  is 
necessary  to  the  common  sub^stenca  and  com- 
fort. The  absence  from  home  of  those  most 
needed,  in  tliia  way,  was  the  chief  cause  of 
that  general  wreck  of  small  fortanes,  which 
was  one  great  feature  of  the  nniversal  distress. 
I  myself,  sir,  kno^  families,  ftoai  which,  not 
one  alone,  but  two,  and  even  three,  who  were 
most  wanted  at  home,  were  yielded  to  the 
ctimmon  cause;  from  which,  when  Joseph  was 
not,  and  Sirueon  was  nut,  the  voice  of  a  bleed- 
ing country  colled  Benjamin  away  also.  And 
however  groat  the  sacrifice,  the  cul  was  obeyed, 
OS  13  well  known  from  many  a  tODching  anec- 
(liite  of  those  eventful  times.  Let  me  quote 
but  one  from  the  memoriuls  of  that  day  on 
which  the  first  blood  of  the  Revolution  was 
shed  in  that  district  of  which  I  am  the  humble 
rcpreBcntfttive  :  "  The  day  that  the  report 
of  Uiis  affair  reached  Barnstable,  a  comp.iny 
of  militia  immediately  assembled  and  marched 
off  to  Cambridge.  In  the  front  rank  there  was 
a  yoong  man,  tlie  sou  of  a  respectable  father, 
his  only  child.  In  marching  from  tlie  village, 
as  tlicy  passed  his  house,  ho  come  ont  to  meet 
them.  There  was  a  momentary  halt  The 
drum  and  fife  paused  for  an  instunL  The 
father,  suppressing  a  strong  and  evident  emo- 
tion, saii^  'God  be  with  you  all,  my  friendsl 
and  John,  if  yon,  my  son,  ore  called  into 
battle,  take  core  that  you  behave  like  a 
man,  or  else  let  me  never  see  your  face 
again.' " 

Yea,  sir,  the  spirit  of  the  day  was  equal  to  its 
trioU;  but  let  us  not  talk  of  the  soldier  as  ex- 
empt in  any  degree  from  the  common  suffering 
of  the  citizen  :  when  the  fact,  thut  Le  was  ab- 
sent from  home  in  the  Army,  miglit  he  the 
heaviest  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  his  family, 
and  to  his  own  prosperity  as  a  member  of  it.  It 
deserves  also  to  be  recollected,  that  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  country,,  after  the  close  of  the  n-ar, 
were  probably  more  severe,  on  the  whole,  than 
during  its  continuance.  The  burdens  of  the 
war  were  then  consolidated  on  society  ;  a  con- 
siderable source  of  wealth,  the  expenditare  of 
tlie  foreign  troops,  was  dried  up ;  the  ardor  of 
the  contest  was  gone,  and  ruin  came  liome  to 
almost  every  door.  Tradition  can  tell  ua  of  in- 
stances where  the  brmer's  oxen  were  nnyoked 
by  the  tax-gatherer  &om  t^e  plough,    Budi  was 


the  state  of  things  which  drove  a  portion  of  the 
dtizens  of  my  own  Btate  to  madncn ;  soch  was 
the  oondition  of  the  homes  to  which  those,  who 
had  borne  the  hardships  and  purils  of  the  war, 
too  often  returned.  Let  us  not  then  imagine, 
sir,  that  the  army,  in  the  midst  of  its  pecidiar 
privations,  was,  in  the  least  degree,  qund  from 
Its  portion  of  general  calamity. 

It  is  sdd.  that  the  relief  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides for  tna  surviving  oEGcers  of  the  Revolor 
tion,  IB  a  preminm  on  old  age.  &i,  that  es- 
preeaion  sounds  harshly  to  my  ear.  Tbe  term 
premium,  when  thus  used,  reminds  me  of  thoee 
measures  in  political  economy  which  are  resort- 
ed to,  in  order  to  stimulate  production.  Wesay 
that  heavy  duties  on  forei^  fabrics  are  a  pre- 
mium on  domestic  maonfactnras — tliat  iryndi- 
cions  alms-^ving  is  a  preminm  on  panperiam. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  to  have  the 
effect  of  multiplying  the  numbers  of  the  af^ 
and  venerable  persons  to  whom  It  looks.  Sir, 
they  ore  dropping  fast  into  the  grave ;  your 
bounty  will  come  too  late  to  produce  that  effect 
upon  them,  which,  at  an  earlier  stage,  mi^t 
have  enabled  them  to  hid  dofiance  to  the  various 
foes  of  life.  The  most  it  can  do  will  be  to  soothe 
their  decline.  At  alleventa,itwill  not  increase 
their  number ;  and  considering  who  they  are,  I 
would  rather  call  it  a  solace  and  a  comfort,  thu 
a  premium  fur  old  age. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  we  cannot  go  farther  at 
this  time;  that  in  making  provision  for  tfae 
surviving  veteran,  we  cannot  also  make  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  and  children  of  those  who 
are  deceased.  Nothing  but  the  well-settkd 
convictiAi,  that  the  bill,  as  already  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  my  colleague,  is  the  beet  bill 
which  can  he  carried  through  the  House,  rectm- 
cilcs  ma  to  omit  from  it  the  amendment,  sug- 
gested yesterday  by  another  honorable  colteagne 
and  friend,  (Mr.  Dwiairr.)  But,  sir,  we  most  be 
contented  to  do  what  good  we  can,  and  not  re- 
fuse to  do  any  good,  because  we  cannot  do  all 
good.  The  coso  of  the  Bnrvivors  Is  a  cose  by  it- 
self; it  has  been  invcstig.ttcd ;  their  nnmber  is 
nearly  asoertoined ;  and  the  appropriation  pro- 
posed is  calculated  to  afford  a  certain  relief  to 
those  who  shore  it  'Whensoever  the  ca»  of 
the  widows  and  children  shall,  by  any  honorable 
gentleman,  be  proposed  to  Congress  in  euch  a 
manner  that  we  can  also  act  with  discretion 
upon  it,  it  shall  not  wont  my  feeble  aid. 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  a  national  debt  to  be  ptnd 
off.  The  topic,  in  one  view  of  it,  waa  trc.ted 
with  great  ability,  by  my  friend  from  Hainc; 
and  it  was  also  very  pertinently  observed  bj  ttie 
honorable  Ohnirman  of  the  committee,  (Mr, 
Ubuiiiill,)  in  tlie  able  argument  with  which  he 
introduced  its  discassion,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  if  carried  into  effect,  wonld  not  delay 
the  [layment  of  the  national  debt  more  than 
sixty  or  ninety  days.  This  national  debt  is  a 
standing  theme.  I  do  not  remember  a  debate 
or  a  question  of  appropriation,  this  season,  not 
even  on  poor  Ura.  Denncy's  pension,  in  which 
tlie  p^ment  of  the  natiooal  debt  has  sot  been 
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iMommeniled  to  oar  anximiB  canH^erfttioo.  On 
Ihii  enlfject,  therefore,  I  will  ask  to  be  pardoned 
t  Tord.  I  know,  tar,  it  is  a  ftonnd  R^ablioan 
mmm,  to  pay  off  the  national  debt.  I  mn  ao 
believer  ia  the  propoaidon,  that  a  national  debt 
b  ■  national  blessing.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  oar 
lostiiations,  that  the  Govemmeat  shonid  stand 
in  as  few  and  umple  relations  as  posiiible  to  the 
pteple;  that  there  should  be  as  little  Govern- 
ment  as  poesible ;  that  the  people  should  do  sa 
edudIi  as  possible  for  IbemBeives.  It  is  a  viola- 
tiaii  of  these  sound  dootrines,  that  Government 
^ould  stand  towards  a  portion  of  the  citizens 
in  a  perpeCoated  TeUtion  of  debtoFEhip  to  a  vast 
tmoimt.  For  this  reason,  it  is  deuraole  to  pay 
off  the  debt.  Bat  as  a  financial  operation,  to 
nJieve  at  disembarrass  the  people,  it  is,  in  mj 
prmnt  view  of  the  subject,  iittfe  better  than  a 
fiiTK;  almost  as  mnoh  so  as  the  operations  of 
the  English  unking  fnnd  were  at  a  time  when 
Tast  loana  were  onnnallf  made ;  in  other 
words,  when  the  money  was  borrowed  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  tiie  commissioners.  Sir,  you 
psj  off  five  millions  of  the  national  debt,  we 
Till  gnppoae,  this  year.  "What  is  gained  by  so 
doing)  Yoa  are  relieved,  ft  will  be  answered, 
from  the  neceasil^  of  paying  the  interest  on  five 
millions  of  dollars.  Granted :  bnt  where  do 
yon  set  five  inillioDS,  by  which  yon  pay  off  so 
much  of  the  debt !  Ton  take  it,  of  coarse,  by 
tuition,  direct  or  iodirect,  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  In  other  words,  yon  deprive  them 
of  it,  and  the  interest  on  it,  forever.  "What, 
tticn,  have  you  gained  by  the  operation  ?  Yun 
buve  taken  a  enm  of  money  out  of  one  pocket, 
and  pat  it  into  the  other.  I  aaid  this  grave  prooe- 
dttrs  was  almost  a  farce.  In  itsdirect  operation, 
itii;  in  iis  remote  results,  it  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  eoDDtry.      Tiie  debt  ia  noiv  abont  eighty 


millions    Twenty-five  years  hence,  our  pupu- 
ktioa  will  be  doubled ;  oar  wealth,  no  donbt, 
e  than  doubled,  bnr, 


bo<indB,letnssay  itwillhedoabled.  A  nominal , 
debt  of  eigbty  millions,  twenty-five  years  hence,  ; 
win  be  no  more  bnrdeDBOme  thon  one  of  forty 
milUons  now.  In  other  words,  time,  and  tlie 
happy  progress  of  the  coaotry,  woald  of  them- 
selves reduce  tbe  debt,  if  von  wonid  leave  the 
thing  to  their  ailont  operation,  as  fast,  perhaps, 
IS  ^  pablio  welbre  demands.  Uy  hastening 
to  pay  the  debt,  we  therefore  increase  the 
eoantry's  burden.  No  member  of  this  commit- 
tee wiU  donbt  that,  if  the  debt  were  not  redeem- 
able, it  ooald  be  fiinded  at  foor  per  cent. 
Thii  would  be  of  itself  paying  near  twenty 
millions  out  of  the  eighty ;  thia  would  be  a  gain 
mdeed.  But,  no,  Mr,  Chairman,  we  insist  upon 
MjLngitoffnowatsixpcrcent.  However,  air, 
I  do  not  wish  to  parsue  tliia  anhject,  I  am  con- 
tent to  have  suggested  a  reason,  why  the  na- 
tineal  debt  may  be  left  to  be  conaidered  at  the 
proper  time,  when  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
.  of  Ways  ond  Means  are  before  the  Houae.  I 
win  only  add,  that  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  notiooal  debt  and  debt  between  man  and 
Bun.    The  natiwMt  debt  la  tiie  evidence  of  a 


capital  consumed  in  the  public  service.  No 
operation  of  finance  can  restore  what  hoa  thus 
been  destroyed.  If  the  olyects  for  which  thia 
capital  was  consumed  were  ^Dod,  the  expendi- 
ture was  wise  and  proper;  if  not,  it  was  im- 
provident; but  the  paying,  or  leaving  it  un- 
paid, in  no  degree  affects  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  except  as  I  have  already  represented  it ; 
and  ought  not,  therefore,  ever  to  come  into  con- 
sideratioD,  to  prevent  our  making  further  ex- 
penditure for  necesBory  or  laudable  olfjecta. 

There  is  one  consideration,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which,  OS  often  as  I  have  revolved  thia  subject 
in  my  mind,  has  seemed  to  call  npon  as,  for 
very  shame,  to  do  something  for  these  men.  It 
is  Uiis,  that  liberal  proviaion  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be  made,  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment, for  those  who,  in  that  oonntry,  are  called 
American  loyalists — in  this  country,  refngees 
and  tories.  Bir,  I  have  mysolf  seen  the  contrast 
to  which  I  allude ;  I  have  seen  the  declining 
days  of  a  penon,  who  had  filled  &  very  sabor- 
dinate  post  in  the  publio  service  before  the  year 
1T76,  made  comfortable  by  the  liberal  pro- 
vision of  the  British  Government.  Yes,  sir,  I 
have  seen  the  imperial  arm  of  her  chanty 
atret«h(^  ont  ocroas  tiie  Atlantic,  to  support 
him  in  the  winter  of  life,  while  the  veteran  of 
the  Revolution  was  absolately  suffering,  in  tha 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  want  of  auch  relief 
OS  tliis  bUtwoold  afford.  Gentlemen  all  know, 
that  tbeprovisionfor  the  American  loyalists  still 
forms  an  item  in  the  ennnal  budget  in  Great 
Britun ;  thnt  a  portion  of  the  bounty  is  dis- 
pensed in  this  country;  while,  even  in  hia 
amendment,  my  worthy  colleague  has  thonght 
it  necesaary  to  moke  residence  in  the  United 
States  a  condition  of  receiving  this  late  and 
poor  proviBion.  I  do  not  olyect  to  this  practi- 
cally, I  presume  it  will  deprive  no  one  of  what 
he  would  otherwiae  receive ;  bnt  I  would  will- 
ingly have  emnl&tcd  tlie  bonnty  which  knows 
how  to  par«ne  its  rightfnl  otiyecta  to  the  end  of 
the  earth. 

Consider,  for  a  moment,  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  for  the  military  service  of  the  year 
on  our  present  establishment.  The  entire  an- 
nual coet  of  the  military  defence  of  the  oonntry 
including,  indeed,  the  expensive  aniclce  m 
fortifications  and  engineering,  is  five  miliionsof 
dollw*  Sir,  I  make  no  unfriendly  reflectiona 
on  any  part  of  thia  eipenditore,  either  for  the 
permanent  nod  durable  ol^ects,  or  for  the  an- 
nual service  of  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
I  voted,  carefully,  for  the  whole  appropriation. 
Bat  I  pray  you,  sir,  remember  that,  at  the  rate 
of  five  millions  per  annum,  we  have  paid,  since 
the  year  181T,  forty  millions  of  dollars;  while 
the  entire  war  debt  of  the  Revolution — the 
whole  debt  for  military  and  naval,  domestic  and 
foreign  service,  was  but  forty-two  millions,  as 
estimated  in  1788.  While,  then,  in  eight  years 
of  these  piping  times  of  peaoe,  we  pay,  for  tbo 
various  o^ecta  of  military  expenditore,  ao 
amount  nearly  eqoal  to  the  whole  war  debt  of 
the  RevoIntioD,  can  it  bo  sMd  that  we  oa^^fc 
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not,  or  cannot,  make  this  poor  appropriBtibn,  to 
pay  a  part  of  that  onliquidatM  debt  of  honor 
aniljustice,  which  is  Dowargednpoans!  Can 
Te,  sir,  but  three  moDths  after  voting  these  great 
appropriniion  bills  for  the  military  expenditure 
of  a  Eeasou  of  profound  peace,  can  we  tnrn  from 
our  door  the  scarred  and  gray-haired  veteran  of 
tlie  war,  which  gave  being  to  our  natioa  t  Bir,  I 
east  no  imputation  on  our  Army,  or  ita  Officers. 
They  do  all  that  can  be  done  iu  time  of  peace ; 
as  some  of  tbem,  in  oar  last  stniK^e,  did  all  that 
conldbedone  b;  gallontmen,  mtirne  of  war; 
bat  I  knotF  they  themselvee  would  be  the  last  to 
say,  that  they  deserved  an  earlier  and  prompter 
provJHon,  than  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 

8ir,  if  this  act  of  gratefal  J  astice  is  ever  to  be 
performed,  now  is  the  time  for  its  performance. 
The  present  year  completes  the  half  oeotnry 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  and 
moat  devoutly  do  I  hope,  that,  when  the  silver 
tniuipet  of  our  political  jubilee  Bonnds,  it  may 
be  with  a  note  of  comfort  and  joy  to  the  wiili- 
ered  beait  of  the  war-worn  veteran  of  tbe  Kev- 
olutioo.  Our  tardy  provi«on  will,  indeed, 
oome  too  late  to  help  him  through  the  hard 
Journey  of  lifo ;  it  will  not  come  too  late  to  al- 
leviato  the  sorrows  of  age,  and  smooth  the  pil- 
low of  decline.  Sir,  it  is  the  fiftieth  year  of 
our  Independence.  How  mnch  we  shall  read, 
how  mucii  we  shall  boar,  how  much,  perhaiJS, 
wo  shall  say  this  year,  about  the  glorious  ex- 
ploits of  our  fathers,  and  tho  debt  of  gratitude 
we  owe  tbem.  I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  all  talk. 
I  want  to  do  something.  I  wont  a  substantial 
tribute  to  be  paid  thcin.  Praise,  sir,  is  swuet 
mnsic,  both  to  oid  and  young;  but  I  honestly 
confess  tliat  my  mind  relucts  and  revolts,  by 
anticipation,  at  tiie  thought  of  the  oompliments 
with  which  we  ore  going  to  fill  the  ears  of  these 
poor  veterans,  while  we  leave  their  pockets 
empty,  and  their  backs  cold.  If  we  cast  out 
this  bill,  I  do  hope  that  some  member  of  this 
House,  possessing  an  influence  to  which  I  o 
not  aspire,  will  introduce  another,  to  maki 
penal  to  say  a  word  aa  the  fourth  of  July,  about 
tbedebtof  gratitude  which  weowe  to  the  heroes 
of  tlie  Revolution.  Let  tbe  day  and  the  topic 
passin  deceotsilenoe.  I  hate  all  gag-laws ;  but 
there  is  one  thing  I  am  willing;  to  gag— the 
vaporing  tongue  of  a  bankrupt,  who  has  grown 
rich,  and  talks  sentiment,  about  the  obligation 
he  feels  to  his  needy  creditor,  whom  he  paid  off 
at  Ss.  6<L  In  the  pound. 

Kr.  AuTON  made  some  explanations,  ii 
ply  to  Ur.  EvKBRT,  when  the  qnestion  was 
taken  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  amendment 
with  "  twelve  hundrwl  thousand  dollars,"  and 
carried — ayes  81,  nays  89. 

Mr.  Ward  then  offered  the  fallowing,  to  be 
added  OS  a  Mxth  section ; 
">:  Htttc  &  And  U  it  furlJier  enaefed.  That  each 
Ktfwor  in  the  nMria,  during  the  KoToiudonsry 
1>V,  being  no*  ■  regidcM  sf  the  Uoiled  Btates,  for 
tiiA  period  of  nine  months  )■  one  term  of  service, 
•balV  if  a  comuiissioned  officer,  receive  twenty  dol- 
laie  ier  month ;  and,  if  be  served  in  any  other  co- 


ilife." 

Ur.  GooEB  now  suggested  t 
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Mr.  WAnn  to 
lodify  this  section,  by  inserting  "  three,"  in- 
stead of  "  nine"  months. 

Wasd  accepted  the  modification,  and 
tbe  qnestion  being  put  on  the  section,  as  tjiui 
amended,  it  was  adopted — yeas  66,  nays  £7. 

Ur.  Maktot,  expressing  a  desire  to  addreaa 
the  committee,  bnt  Tefemng  to  the  lateneea  at 
the  hour,  (it  was  now  hair-past  four  o'clock,) 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

After  a  desultory  conversation,  t^e  motim 
prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose. 

Ur.  BiTOHANAV  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  "bUl  for  the  relief  of  the 
Revolutionary  officers,"  with  a  view  that  ita 
farther  consideration  might  bo  conducted  in 
the  House. 

Before  any  deoMon  was  bad, 

The  House  adjourned. 

'Wkoxbsdat,  April  20. 
TK*  IfM  Creel  TVeaty. 
The  following  UessaRC  was  received  from 

the  President  of  the  United  SUtes : 

To  fJU  Saale  and  Ilojue  of  Rtprfotiaiivti  of  til 

UjUM  Staba : 

WASHnfOTOH,  2St:i  April,  18S6. 

I  now  trausmit  (o  both  Houses  of  Coagress,  cop- 
ies of  a  tre&Cy  with  tbe  Creek  nation  of  Indian^ 
concluded  on  the  24th  day  of  Jaau&ry  list,  with  a 
Buppleioentary  article,  tinned  OQ  the  Slet  of  last 
tnonth,  which  have  been,  with  the  advice  and  coo- 
serit  of  the  Scoate,  duly  ratified.  I  seud,  at  the 
same  time,  copies  of  the  treaty  SBpeiwded  by  them, 
signed  at  the  Indiin  Bpriuss,  on  the  litb  of  Febru- 
ary, 181^5.  The  treaty  and  supplemeDtary  article, 
now  ratified,  will  i«<|uire  the  aid  of  the  Legislatnre 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.  And  I  salgoiD  a  let- 
ter from  the  fiecr«tary  of  War,  propoainff  an  addi- 
lional  approprlBtioQ  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  removal  of  that  portion  of  tbe  Creek  nation 
which  may  be  disposed  to  remove  west  of  tbe  His- 
siarippi ;  recommending  the  whole  suttject  to  the  &• 
vorabls  condderation  of  CongresB. 

JoHB  Quiver  AsAva. 
DnABTHinr  or  War,  Afril  S4,  I8S6. 

Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  lo  represent,  tbat,  from 
iafonnalion  lately  received,  a  fuiihersum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  that  provided  ftw 
in  the  Dth  ardcte  of  tho  late  treaty  with  the  Creeki^ 
judiciously  applied  in  indemnifying  emigrants  fijp 
their  improvements  in  the  uncedcd  part  of  their 
Territory,  as  well  within  the  limits  of  Alibama  aa 
of  Georgia,  (ahould  Indeed  any  portion  of  their  hCnd 
be  found  within  the  latter  State  in  this  predicament,) 
will  lend  lo  Increase  (bo  number  of  emigrants,  and 
thereby,  to  the  extent  of  its  infiuence,  to  promote 
the  general  policy  of  the  United  States,  and  I  sub- 
mit 10  yoa  the  propriety  of  commanicating  this  anb- 
jcct  to  the  cooaideration  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obecUent  servant, 
Jauxs  BaaBODib 
n»  PniidtKt  i^Ot»  Ufim  Oktu. 
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School  Zartdt. 

The  House  than  took  np  the  bill  "  to  appro- 
priate lands  for  the  support  of  schools  in  cer- 
tun  towoabips,  and  fractional  townshipa,  oot 
before  provided." 

Thia  bili  had  been  before  a  Oononittee  of  the 
Wbole ;  and  the  question  now  beioK  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  bo  eogtoased  for  a  third  read- 
ing— 

llj.  Trannr  Bud,  one  word  of  explanation 
misht  be  neceasar;  to  enable  the  Uoose  to 
nnderstand  the  olyeot  of  the  bill.  The  ordi- 
nance of  the  20th  of  Hay,  1T8S,  which  b  the 
bans  of  the  land  system,  had  made  providoa 
fbr  the  BDpport  of  schools,  in  the  territorj 
owned  hf  the  United  States,  and  directed  one 
thirtj-siith  part,  or  one  section  of  land,  being 
section  No.  16,  to  be  reserred  and  set  apart  for 
the  snpport  of  schools  within  each  township. 
It  was  the  evident  intention  of  that  law  to 
make  a  general  provision  for  the  support  of 
schools,  In  the  whole  country  owned  by  the 
tTnited  States ;  and  constitutes  one  of  the  in- 
docements  of  the  Mttler  to  buy  of  the  Govem- 
ment.  Owing,  however,  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  pnblic  lands  are  snrveyed,  this  in- 
dncement  is  not  always  held  ont  to  the  emi- 
grant, and  the  intention  of  the  ordinance  is 
tbos  partially  defeated.  The  public  sorveys 
•re,  in  general,  based  on  the  navigable  rivers, 
Boch  as  the  Ohio,  If  ississtppi,  Misaoari,  &c ; 
the  conaeqnence  of  which  is,  that  most  of  the 
townships  rituate  upon  the  rivers  are  fractional 
townships,  and,  in  very  many  of  them,  by  a 
bend  or  torn  in  the  river,  section  No.  16  is  cnt 
oS,  and  the  township,  by  this  accidental  cir- 
enmstance,  deprived  of  its  school  land.  A 
denser  population  is. generally  found  on  the 
margin  of  these  stroams,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  th6  country,  and  hence  it  happens,  that,  in 
tliese  fractional  townships,  whore  there  is  a 
greBt«r  neces^ty  for  schools  than  anywhere 
else,  no  provision  at  all  has  been  mado  for  their 
support.  This  bill  proposes  to  place  these 
townships  npon  a  footing  with  the  entire  town- 
ships, by  giving  to  them  a  quantity  of  land 
be&rinff  the  same  proportion  to  a  whole  section 
of  land,  that  the  fractional  township  bears  to 
a  whole  township.  The  bill  fnrther  proposes 
to  moke  proviaon  for  snch  entire  townships 
at  land  as  have  been  heretofore  unprovided  for. 
Of  these,  there  are  a  few  that  have  been  grant- 
ed by  Congress  without  the  reservation  of  a 
school  section — among  which,  the  township  of 
land  recently  granted  to  General  Lafayetto  is 
one,  the  inhabitaats  of  which  will  be  withont 
any  provision  for  the  support  of  schools.  The 
n«nch  grant,  in  the  State  of  Oliio,  is  another 
tract  of  land  in  the  same  sitnotlon ;  to  make 
provision  for  which,  Ur,  Y.  said,  he  held  an 
amendment  in  his  hand,  proposing  to  appro- 
priate one  section  and  a  quarter  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  that  grant. 

Ur.  T.  said  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to 
mf,  before  Iw  aat  down,  tliat  tlio  bill  and 


[The    amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Visros; 

Kaposed  that  a  section  and  a  quarter  of  land 
granted  for  the  snpport  of  schools  in  thnt 
tract  of  country  nanally  called  the  Frendi 
Grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.) 

Mr.  CocEE,  aftor  some  general  observations 
in  disapprobation  of  the  facility  with  wliich 
Congress  is  In  the  practice  of  granting  away 
the  pnblio  lands,  and  expressive  of  his  doubts 
of  the  expediency  of  tnis  measure,  inquired, 
whether  the  provisions  of  this  bill  came  within 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
BtsteofOhio. 

Mr.  ViKTOM  eud,  in  reply,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  mquired  whether  the 
United  States  were  bound  by  their  compact 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  give  school  lands  to 
these  fractional  townships.  His  answer  to  the 
inquiry  was,  that  the  bul  was  not  confined  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  bat  embraced  all  the  West- 
ern States  wherever  the  surveys  were  based 
upon  rivers  or  other  public  waters,  or  wlicr^ 
from  any  other  cause,  there  might  be  a  frac- 
tional township  destituto  of  provision  for 
schools.  Bnt,  smce  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  compact  between  Ohio  and  the  United 
States,  which,  nnder  the  same  terms,  has  been 
entwed  into  with  the  other  new  States  which 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  he  would 
say,  that  those  fractional  townships  hod  a  fair 
right  to  ask  for  the  l>enefits  of  this  bill,  on  the 
ground,  that  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  compacts  required  it  at  our  hands.  Section 
No.  16,  in  each  township,  was  given  by  tlie 
compacts  with  those  States,  in  consideration  of 
the  promise  by  those  States  not  to  tax  the 
pubhc  lands  for  five  years  after  being  sold. 
Now,  sir,  the  fraction^  townships,  as  well  as 
the  entire  townships,  are  not  subject  to  the 
taxing  power  of  the  States  where  situated, 
until  the  expiration  of  that  period  after  sale. 
The  same  remark  is  applicnbie  to  grants  of 
land  for  any  purpose  lying  within  these  States. 
They  have  no  power  to  tax,  whether  the  dis- 

Eosition  of  the  land  by  the  United  States  be 
y  gift  or  sale,  until  five  years  shall  have 
elatwed.  The  States  having  agreed  to  forego 
the  right  of  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  educa- 
tion, the  equivalent  given  ought  to  be  co-ez- 
tensive  with  the  right  surrendered  in  favor  of 
the  United  States  \  which  surrender  of  the  tax- 
ing right,  as  already  observed,  extends  to  ail 
the  lands  embrared  by  the  bill,  and  which 
onght,  therefore,  in  justice  and  equity,  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  the  compact  in  common 
with  all  other  lands. 

Bnt,  Mr.  V.  said,  if  these  considerations  were 
wanting,  he  presumed  the  Hon.se  would  feel  no 
relnctence  in  making  this  small  appropriation 
of  land  for  such  an  object,  when  we  had 
already,  this  session,  and  every  other  session 
since  he  had  been  a  member,  given  away  far 
greater  quantities  of  land,  to  men  who  had  no 
other  merit  than  that  of  having  taken  poases- 


Biirn  of  the  public  lands,  without  anj  claim  or 
sliadow  of  riglit  or  authority,  anil  in  the  face 
of  the  lav  to  the  contrary.  Whereas,  tbe  pro- 
vit^ions  of  thia  bill  are  intended  to  promote  an 
oljject  of  the  highest  ralua  and  importance. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  on  the  bill, 
a  motion  fur  a^jonmiueat  wat  made  and  car- 
ried. 


Wbdnksdat,  May  8. 
Com  qf  Mr*.  Decatur. 

The  Ilonse  went  into  Committee  of  tie 
Whole,  Mr.  BucENss  ia  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
"to  comiienaate  Mrs.  Susan  Decatnr,  widow 
and  repre«entative  of  Capttuu  Stephen  Beca- 
tnr.ano  others." 

[The  bill  pro»idea  that dollars  be  ap- 
propriated as  ft  full  compensation  and  re- 
muneration to  Susan  Decatur,  widow  and 
representative  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur,  comraanilcr,  and  to  the  officers  and 
crcir,  of  the  schooner  Intrepid,  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  fngate  Philadelphia, 
before  Tripoli ;  to  be  divided  among  the  stud 
Susan  Decatur,  the  officers  and  crew  aforesdd, 
or  their  representatives,  in  such  manner  that 
each  individual  shall  receive  snch  proportion 
thereof,  according  to  his  grade,  as  wbh  paid  to 
the  captors  of  the  Gnerriere,  llacedonian,  and 
Java,  of  the  same  grade,  of  the  compensation 
appropriated  to  them.] 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affturs  was  read,  together  with  sondrj  doca- 
menta,  relative  to  tiiis  case. 

Mr.  HoLcoUBB  rose,  and  stated,  that  he  had 
been  authorized  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Ali'drs,  to  move  any  sum  for  filling  this  blank 
with,  wiiich  he  might  think  proper.  Thatu 
after  a  fiill  examination  of  the  claim,  he  had 
determined  to  projKise  the  BUm  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ; 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  state  to  the 
committee  the  facta  and  course  of  reasoning 
which  had  induced  him  b>  propose  and  defend 
tliis  smn. 

Lieut.  Decatur  could  have  removed  the 
fHgate  Philadelphia  from  tlie  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
aflcr  her  re-capture,  hod  not  the  peremptory 


f  facts :  the  ship  was 
carried  with  great  gaUantry,  bnt  without  loss ; 
and  continued  in  unintermpted  possession  of 
the  captors  for  half  an  hour,  in  which  time  ehe 
was  fired  in  various  directions ;  and  was  not 
abandoned  until  the  flames  had  involved  the 
whole  ship,  even  the  rigging  and  tops,  and  were 
seen  bursting  ^  use  tiie  language  of  lieut. 
Decatur's  report)  from  the  ports  and  hatch- 
ways. Then,  but  not  until  tne  desIracUon  of 
the  ship  luid  been  mode  certain — not,  indeed, 
Tintil  she  had  been  phwed  beyond  the  reach 
of  contingency  to  redeem— lient.  Decatur  and 
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his  brave  associates  boarded  their  gallant  littU 
ketch,  (well  named  the  Intrepid,)  and  slowly 
and  with  much  difficulty  effected  tiieir  retreat, 
by  beating  out  of  the  harbor.  The  half  hour 
consumed  in  destroying  tbe  ship  was  one  of 
great  interest.  The  wmd  (as  Capt  Jones'a 
letter  and  the  pilot's  teetimtmy  proves)  which 
was  entirely  favorable  (blowii^  off  the  shore) 
at  the  moment  of  carrying  the  frigate,  and 
which  continued  so  for  nearly  half  an  hour 
afterwards,  suddenly  veered  about  (such  sad- 
den changes  are  common  to  that  region)  and 
became  decisively  unfavorable — in  &ct,  a  head 
wind.  Tbe  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  in 
a  state  of  perfect  bewilderment.  Boats  filled 
with  seamen  and  soldiers  were  seen  rowing 
near  the  Msate.  But  not  the  ali^test  effort 
was  made  eitlier  to  repulse  the  assailants,  or 
arrest  the  retreat  of  the  ketch.  Not  a  ^un 
was  fired  from  the  Tripolitan  marine,  which 
lay  within  pistol-shot  distance  from  these  ves- 
sels ;  and  although  the  batteries  finally  opened 
upon  them,  their  fire  was  so  wild  and  irregular, 
as  to  take  effect  but  in  a  single  instance — * 
round  shot  passing  through  the  top-gaQont 
sail  of  the  ketch  1  From  the  few  facta  thna 
loosely  thrown  together,  Mr,  H.  conwdered 
himself  sustained  in  the  conclusion,  that  lieut. 
Decatnr,  had  bis  orders  warranted  the  attempt, 
by  cntting  the  cables  of  the  Fhiladelnhia  im- 
mediately after  carrying  her,  could  have  re- 
moved her  in  safety  and  triumph  to  a  friendly 
port.  Every  thing  was  favorable  to  such  % 
result  The  wind  was  propitious — the  pilot 
skilful  and  anxious  for  the  enterprise;  the 
ship,  too,  was  ready  for  sea  or  for  action,  even 
to  the  loading  of  her  gons  and  the  bending  of 
hor  aaUs.  Ajid  the  enemy  were  in  a  state  <rf 
total  incapacity  either  fpr  pnranit  or  attack — 
panic-struck  and  paralyzed. 

Mr.  H.  contended,  if  the  ketch,  scarcely  « 
match  for  one  of  the  emallest  Tripolitan  cruis- 
ers, after  the  enemy's  first  moments  of  dianay 
had  subsided,  with  the  wind  ahead,  were  per- 
mitted to  depart  unmolested,  that  no  attempt 
could  have  been  mode— no  attempt  would  have 
been  mode,  to  have  arrested  the  retreat  of  the 
frigate.  The  frigate  was  incomparably  the 
safer  place.  Her  defences  were  ample,  and  the 
crew  of  the  Intrepid,  unreduced  by  the  gallant 
conquest  which  they  had  just  achieved,  were 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  have  manned  her  bat- 
teries and  made  sul  upon  the  ohip.  The  half- 
hour  consumed  in  her  destruction  would  even 
have  enabled  the  captors  (so  sliort  was  the 
distance,  not  two  and  a  half  miles)  to  have 
towed  her  into  the  open  sea.  But  such  an 
attempt  would  have  been  unnecessary ;  for  the 
wind,  as  before  observed,  was  favorable,  and 
the  pilot  perfectly  familiar  with  the  harbor. 
From  the  whole  history  of  this  aoliievemoit, 
sustained  by  official  docnmento,  and  reasoning 
from  all  analogy — all  precedent — a1)  probability 
— Mr.  H.  considered  nis  first  position  as  flUly 
established:  that  Lieut  Decatur  oonid  have 
removed  the  fiigate  FMlodelphk  fixum  the 
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lorbor  of  Triiwli,  hod  not  his  orden  prevented 
bim  fhHn  making  tLe  nttempt. 

Had  the  captors  snccoeded  ia  removing  their 
priie  to  a  pl&ce  of  safety,  they  would  have  been 
entitled  by  tbe  price  law  9f  1800  to  tlio  full  value 
of  the  flhip,  to  250,000  or  300,000  doltara. 

But,  to  ohviate  all  difSodtJes  on  this  point ; 
to  aoconunodate,  as  fiu*  as  fKMsible,  all  diSer- 
eaoea  of  opinion  growing  out  of  the  question, 
wbether  ahe  couTd  or  coold  not  have  been 
iMiiQTed,  tiie  friends  of  the  bill  have  resolved 
tocnisider  her  as  worth  to  the  captors  one 
hiwlred  thousand  dollars  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli — whioh  is  the  lowest  sum,  taking  all 
li-iti— all  probabilities  of  recapture,  into  con- 
ndetstion,  at  which  they  can  consent  to  rate 
her.  A  regard  Sot  the  memory  of  Commodore 
Decator,  and  the  honor  of  the  brave  men  as- 
luciited  with  him  ia  this  nneqnaUed  enterprise, 
llr.  n.  said,  forbade  him  to  name  a  sum  lower 
than  this — a  snm  which  mi^ht  be  defended, 
cither  upon  the  principle  of  right  to  whiuh  tlie 
cajilors  were  entitled  by  the  low  of  1800,  or 
npoa  the  principle  of  remuneration,  as  a  re- 
vitrd  for  a  meritorious  and  gallant  action. 
And  it  was  opun  this  mixed  consideration,  the 
congideration  of  remaneration  and  right,  that 
this  most  interesting  claim,  in  bis  opinion^  was 
JDMly  susttunable. 

Mr.  II.  said  ho  would  now  leave  the  defence 
of  the  bill  upon  the  principle  of  right  or  cap- 
ture, to  its  professionikl  friends,  and  proceed  to 
diifaad  it  upon  other  principles — upon  the  force 
of  namorons  precedents,  and  tlie  uniform  prac- 
tice and  policy  of  this  country.  For,  if  there 
be  oao  principle,  he  said,  more  than  any  other, 
nBtoined  by  its  uniform  practice  and  policy, 
It  was  the  principle  of  rewimling  the  captors  of 
pnblic  ships  of  the  enemy,  or  ships  captured 
and  destroyed  at  sea.  The  principle  hiu  ob- 
tained, iu  every  case,  since  the  organization 
of  the  navy,  with  this  single,  this  remorlcable 
eiceotion.  And  gentlemen,  he  thought,  would 
hanlly  presume  to  say,  that  the  achievement 
under  consideration  was  not  at  least  eqnal  in 
gaJUutry  and  merit  to  any  other  which  has 
ever  gmcedonr  annals:  an  achievement  which, 
ia  the  history  of  gallant  actions,  stands  alone— 
"like  the  sua  in  the  system,  single  and  unap- 
proachoble." 

Ur.  H.  now  asked  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  following  precedents,  as  being 
Uiong  the  most  striking  which  sustain  the 
t^aiin.  When  Uull  and  Boinbridge  sent  the 
•reckg  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java  to  the 
lotion] — burying  with  them  the  charm  of 
English  invincibility  on  the  sea  forever — they 
ttceived  60,000  dollars,  with  the  tlionks  of 
Congri>Hj  in  each  case;  when  Blakely — the 
iU-Etied  Blokelj — in  the  laugnage  of  a  popular 
•ong  of  that  day — 


vhen  the  lamented  Lawrence  snnk  the  Peacock 
— eihibiSng  the  mort  perfect   qiecumen  of 


t.  Dteatm;  [H.  OF,E. 

marine  gunnery  which  the  world  had  ever 
seen ;  when  Jones  captured  Qie  Frolic ;  when 
Biddls  closed  the  catelogne  of  onr  naval  vic- 
tories, by  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
Penguin,  they  all  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, (and  most  richly— most  glorionsiy  they 
earned  and  deserved  them,)  various  snms  ap- 
propriated to  the  relative  value  of  the  ships 
captured  and  destroyed.  In  no  case,  I  repeat, 
has  remuneration  ever  before  been  withheld. 

There  are  other  precedents,  Mr.  Choirman, 
which  go  still  further  to  establish  the  right  of 
the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  to  remnnem- 
tion.    I  will  briefly  notice  several  of  them : 

1st  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  Lawrence, 
the  olUcers  and  men,  oompodng  the  garrison . 
of  Fort  Boyer,  in  the  year  1814. 

This  act  allows  them  the  same  sum  as  prize 
money,  for  the  destruction  of  tiie  British  sloop 
of  war  Hermes,  as  would  have  been  allowed,  'i 
the  swd  sloop  of  war  hod  been  c^tnred  by  an 
equal  naval  force. 

ad.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pharoah  Farrow 
and  others. 

This  act  distributes  to  Pharoah  Farrow  and 
his  associates,  the  proceeds  ariaing  from  the 
sale  of  two  armed  boats  of  an  English  ship  of 
war,  captorod  by  them,  during  the  late  war. 

8a.  An  oot  fur  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  ci4>- 
tured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

This  act  appropriates  and  distributes  the 
above  sum  among  the  cMtora,  after  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  distribution. 

This  act  constitutes  a  strong  nreoedent — re- 
muneration having  been  demanaed  and  made, 
although  neither  of  the  vessels  in  qneation  liad 
passed  through  the  formalities  of  condemna- 
tion. The  moment  the  American  ensign  is  dis- 
played over  an  enemy's  vessel,  the  right  of  the 
captors  becomes  perfect  Condemnation  b  a 
mere  formality.  The  whole  history  of  our 
maritime  warfare  sustains  this  doctrine.  It 
has  Q 

Mr 
import 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears,  from  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  a  squadron,  to  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  smallest  armed  boat  of  the 
enemy,  the  captors,  in  every  iostuice,  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government,  with  this  signal 
exception,  a  liberal  remuneration.  Sir,  I  recall 
the  assertion ;  they  have  not  received  a  liberal 
remuneration.  Their  remuneration,  on  the 
contrary,  has  been  a  mere  pittance — a  misera- 
ble nothingness,  compared  with  the  glory  of 
their  achievements,  and  the  pnblio  Denefits 
which  have  resulted  from  them. 

Liberal  remuneration !  Was  Hull  liberally 
remunerated,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  thanks  of  Congress,  for  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  Gnerriere  ?  An  event  which 
carried  dismay  into  the  bosom  of  a  gallant  peo- 

Ele — and  caused  the  trident  to  tremble  in  tlie 
onda  which  had  swayed  it,  without  ft  rival, 
^06  the  days  of  Alfred. 
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Liberal  remuneration  1  Was  Bainbridge  lib- 
erally remunerated  fur  tbe  capture  md  de- 
struction of  tlie  Java  ?  The  most  brilliant  and 
deciMve  sea-flght,  perhaps,  ever  fougiit  between 
two  single  ships ;  and  whicli  settled,  for  one 
age  at  least,  the  question  of  enperiority  vpon 
theeea. 

Liberal  remuneration  T  'Was  the  callont  vic- 
tory of  the  Cyane  and  Levont  liberally  re- 
miincrated  t  But,  air,  it  is  useless  to  mnltiply 
instances ;  in  no  one  case  have  the  captors  of 
the  pnblic  ships  of  the  enemy  been  liberally 
remunerated.  Their  remoaeration,  I  repeat, 
lias  been  signally  incommensurate  with  the 
glory  of  their  achievements,  and  the  public 
benefits  which  have  eo  largely  resulted  from 

The  policy  of  onr  country  upon  this  point, 
has  always  been  a  moat  mistaken  one.  No 
nation  ever  has  been,  or  con  bo,  either  beggar- 
ed or  embarrassed,  by  an  opposite  course — by 
a  oystcm  of  munificence  to  its  military  benefac- 
tors. Liberality,  in  such  cases,  b  the  true 
economy  of  public  expenditure.  It  is  what 
Burke  has  strongly  denominated  tho  cheap 
defence  of  nations. 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  are  Airther 
entitled  to  renumeration,  from  the  public  ben- 
efits which  have  resulted  from  tho  achiove- 
nent.  It  was  an  exploit,  of  all  others,  calcn- 
lated  to  impress  deeply  and  lastingly  the  policy 
of  tlie  Barbury  States  in  their  subsequent  nego- 
tiations with  this  country. 

Had  Lieut«nant  Decatur  succeeded  in  captnr- 
injt  or  destroying,  at  sea,  the  whole  of  the  Tri- 
politan  fleet,  the  impression  would  have  been 
comparatively  transient — other  nations  bad 
done  the  some.  Had  Lientenant  Becatnr  suc- 
ceeded in  ulencing  their  batteries,  or  even  in 
laying  Tripoli  itself  in  ruins,  the  impression  also 
%s*onla  have  been  comparatively  transient — 
Other  nations  had  done  the  same.  But,  to  de- 
scend in  the  wlence  of  midnight — to  burst  in 
the  very  centre  of  their  entire  armaments,  with 
the  suddenness  and  shock  of  a  thunderbolt, 
wrapping  their  proudest  trophy  in  flames,  and 
retreating  ftom  the  presence  of  a  whole  nation 
in  arms,  nnassailed  and  unpurmed,  was  .an  ex- 
ploit, so  novel,  so  imposing,  and  so  extraordi- 
nary, as  to  sink  deep  into  the  memory,  as  well 
as  imagination,  of  the  Uahomotan,  and  leave 
impressions  upon  his  fears  and  policy,  whidt 
are  ns  operative  and  vivid  this  day,  as  they 
were  in  the  first  moments  of  its  consummation. 

A  striking  illustration  of  this  fact  is  afforded 
by  Lord  Eimouth's  operations  before  Algiers. 
After  negotiating  for  months ;  and  after  one  of 
the  blocdiest  victories  of  modem  warfare,  he 
barely  succeeded  in  extorting  terms — the  same 
terms  which  were  instantaneously  granted  to 
the  destroyer  of  the  Philadelphia,  by  his  mere 
presence  before  that  city. 

An  American  citizen  who  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  (Tu- 
nis,) and  whose  opportunities  of  observation  and 
correct  knowle^  on  thia  sabjeot,  are,  per- 
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haps,  more  ample  than  any  other  person's  liv- 
ing, has  volunteered,  in  the  handsomest  man- 
ner, bis  strong  testimony  in  &vor  of  this  <daim. 
He  refers  us  to  a  novel  and  unexpected  witness 
— to  Caramelli  himself— Bashaw  of  Tripoli — as 
one  ready  and  willing  to  teatify  to  the  Immedi- 
ate and  lasting  change  in  the  poUcy,  not  of 
Tripoli  alone,  out  the  whole  of  the  Barbar7 
States,  towards  this  country,  effected  by  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  Philndetphia.  . 

The  captors  of  the  Philadelphia  are  fur- 
ther entitled  to  renumeration,  from  other  and 
more  important  pablto  benefits,  which  have 
grown  out  of  this  achievement  I  paas  by  ita 
immediate  and  ordinary  results. 

It  was  an  achievement  which  fixed  the  nav^ 
character  of  the  country.  It  gave  the  nation 
confidence  in  the  Navy :  it  gave  the  Navy  c<ni- 
fidence  in  itaelf.  It  infusM  into  it  a  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  love  of  glory,  from  which  re- 
snlted,  in  no  inconsiderable  dM^ee,  the  victo- 
ries of  the  late  war,  upon  the  &vorite  element 
of  the  enemy.  And,  lastly,  it  added  largely  to 
our  stock  of  national  glory,  which  alone,  in  the 
language  of  a  distinguished  modem  statesman, 
is  above  all  price,  and,  to  jonng  and  popular 
Governments  like  omre,  the  rionest  of  bA  ac- 
quisitions. 

The  word  glory  eeems  so  natural  t 
question,  and  wiU  necessarily  occur  e 
qnenlly  in  the  discussion  of  it,  that  I  must  be 
permitted  to  furnish  the  committee  with  my 
definition  of  the  word,  for  I  would  not  be  mis- 
understood in  the  meaning  which  I  attach  to 
it.  I  would  not  stimulate  uonecessBrily  the 
militarj  spirit  of  my  countrymen.  It  is  alweys 
ezcesdve.  On  the  contrary,  there  ia  no  per- 
sonal sacrifice  which  I  would  not  cheerfully 
submit  to,  to  avert  at  all  times,  from  the  land 
I  live  in,  the  lost  appeal  of  nations — awarnpon 
the  land  or  tbe  sea.  But,  sir,  as  long  oa  mili- 
tary eetoblishmeuta  are  required  by  our  nccca- 
sities,  it  should  be  onr  study,  it  is,  indeed,  the 
imperative  duty  of  this  House,  to  give  them  all 
tbe  efficiency  of  which  they  ore  susceptible; 
to  infuse  into  them  that  high  professional  spirit, 
and  those  chivalrous  feelings,  witiioul  which 
they  are  a  mockery  and  a  curse.  The  glory  of 
which  I  speak — the  legitimate  glory  of  this  bill 
— is  not  the  glory  of  conquest  nor  ambition ; 
but  the  glory  which  pursues  illustrious  actions, 
achieved  in  the  prosecution  of  a  righteona 
warfare,  in  defence  of  the  rights,  the  privi- 
leges, and  the  independence  of  nations.  The 
glory,  not  of  tbe  sun  of  Philip,  nor  of  him  who 
fell  amidst  the  ruins  of  his  country,  in  the  Ben- 
ate  House,  but  of  Camillns  and  Cincinnatus,  in 
the  old  world — of  Washington  and  Bolivar,  in 
the  new.  lie  who  gives  glory  like  this  to  hia 
conntry,  says  the  distinguistied  statesman  to 
whom  I  have  already  referred,  gives  it  that 
which  is  far  more  valuable  to  it  thau  any  ao- 
quisition  whatsoever.  It  is  that  fine  extract, 
that  pure  essence,  which  endures  to  all  ages — 
which  lasts  forever. 

And  who,  Ur.  Ohnimnn,  I  aak,  >ud  tak  wfdi 
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oonfidence,  stnoe  th«  last  Btandsrd  was  strack 
from  the  last  citadel  of  York  Town,  has  added 
more  largely  to  the  real  glory  of  his  conntrj — 
with  one  Bingle  and  unapproachable  eioeption 
— than  the  ^stingnuhed  snlyect  of  this  bill — 
the  hero,  (for  hero  he  was  m  name  and  deed,) 
lite  hero  of  two  wara^  and  the  oonqaeror  m 
botbt 

The  eapton  of  the  Philadelphia  are  entitled 
to  remnaerotion,  from  the  extraordinai7  gal- 
lantnT  of  the  achievement.  No  nation,  either 
ancient  or  modem,  has  ever  before  permitted 
an  act  of  snch  sorpaasing  heroism  to  pass  hjr 
nnnoticed  and  imrewardea.  A  Roman  citizen, 
who  hod  achieved  an  enterprise  of  uncommon 
gallantry,  was  rewarded  with  a  golden  wreath. 
A  Koman  citizen,  who.  by  his  bravery  and 
good  condnot,  had  raised  the  siege  of  a  post  in 
Wnioent  peril,  or  had  ancceeded  in  releasing 
hifl  fbllow-citizensfrom  actual  bondage,  became 
oititled  to  the  highest  military  distinction 
among  those  brave  and  sa^ious  people.  Lien- 
tenant  Decatnr,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  one  brave 
feat,  in  one  gallant,  glorions  honr,  entitled  him- 
•elf  to  both  distinctions— to  the  union  of  both 
wreaths.  The  admiration  of  his  countrymen, 
daring  his  life,  and  history,  faithful  to  her 
tmst,  since  his  death,  have  awarded  him  the 
one— the  lanrel  wreath,  the  symbol  of  immor- 
tality. Let  us  hasten  to  bestow  the  other. 
And,  thoDgh  the  brow  of  the  hero  which  it 
ahoidd  encircle,  be  mouldering  beneath  the  turf 
of  the  valley,  our  nmniflcence,  if  munificence  it 
ho,  will  be  bestowed  neither  unwisely  nor  un- 
worthily. A  thousand  gallant  spirits  will  ap- 
pland  the  act — a  thousand  gallant  spirits  will 
reqMnd  to  its  justice  and  generosity.  For  the 
Navy,  believe  me,  is  looking  with  intense  anx- 
iety to  the  pr^^iress  and  issue  of  this  bill. 

AHow  mo  another  view  of  the  subject  before 
I  close.  In  legislating,  Hr.  Chairman,  on  a  bill 
Eke  this,  we  snonld  serionsly  inquire  what  ef- 
fect its  passage  or  rejection  is  calculated  to  ex- 
ercise upon  the  highest  interests  of  the  Navy. 

Let  us  test  it  by  this  principle.  Snppose  it 
announced  (for  I  will  imagine  possible  what  I 
cannot  believe  possible)  that  this  bill,  embrac- 
ing the  most  affecting  and  interesting  consider- 
ations— a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 
Decatur — for  the  relief  of  the  infant  children  of 
two  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  Navy,  (Law- 
rence and  McDonongb,)  after  a  brief  discussion 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  been  cold- 
Iv  rejected  I  What  would  be — what  mnst  be 
Uw  effect  of  such  an  aonnnciation  upon  the 
highest  interests  of  the  service — upon  tts  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  love  of  glory !  Upon  that 
unwavering  confidence — that  efTectionate  re- 
gard towards  the  Government,  which  always 
sbonid,  and  which  always  has  distingnished  the 
Navy}  I  cannot  presume  to  answer  such  a 
question.  But  I  do  say,  for  we  can  all  imag- 
ine, that  it  would  fall  like  a  bolt  of  ice  npon 
the  sensibilities  and  patriotism  of  a  band  of  as 
gallant  and  deserving  spirits  as  ever  sustained 
the  chivalry  of  any  coimtry's  marine — of  men 
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who,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  under  all 
circnmstonces,  have  aastained  the  honor  of  the 
flag,  gallantly  and  glorionsly.  Cherish  the  sea- 
man m  peace,  says  a  modem  maxim,  and  when 
war  involves  the  country,  his  spirit  will  blaze 
forth.  The  spirit  of  the  American  seamen  has 
biased  forth.  From  the  earliest  records  of  th« 
service — from  that  midnight  hoar,  when  he, 
the  illustrioos  subject  of  this  bill,  bnrst  throogh 
the  entire  array  of  a  whole  nation  in  arms,  and 
tore  fi'om  the  diadem  of  Tripoli  the  richest 
gem — the  prondest  trophy,  which  the  most 
cruel  of  oil  dianoes  had  planted  there.  Throof^ 
the  long  line  of  victories  which  graced  the  late 
war,  until  the  last  pirate  was  swept  trota  the 
oconrsed  seas  of  Onba,  the  Navy  has  stood  ths 
same  adventurous  devoted  hand  of  citizcoB  on^ 
soldiers,  ready  to  plnnge,  Roman-like,  into  the 
very  abyss,  if  necessary  to  save  their  country ; 
or  literally  go  down,  like  Somers,  with  fii^ia 
and  fbe,  rather  than  live  and  be  a  slave. 

I  appeal  to  yon,  sir,  I  appeal  to  tiiis  Hotis& 
and  Uiis  conntiy ;  I  appeal  to  England  bersell^ 
and  to  all  nations,  whether  the  high,  the  lofty 
pre-eminence  to  which  the  national  character 
has  been  elevated  by  the  late  war,  be  not  main- 
ly attributable  to  the  glory  of  onr  naval  victo- 
ries? I  would  not  disparage  the  Army.  I 
conid  not  if  1  wonld — I  certamly  would  not  if  I 
could,  disparage  by  invidious  comparisons,  the 
glory  of  those  who  fought  at  Erie  and  Chippe- 


Army  throughout  the  late  war,  sustained,  and 
only  sustained  its  own  honor ;  and  by  the 
bloody  victories  of  the  lost  campaign,  washed 
away  the  deep  stain  which  a  succession  of  de- 
feats hod  impressed  Qpon  its  history,  during  the 
first. 

A  moment  more  of  the  Navy— for  its  eulo- 
^nm  1  regard  as  intimately  as  iudisBolubly 
connected  with  the  bill  before  na. 

During  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  wor^ 
when  all  seemed  wrecked  and  lost — when  all, 
at  least,  was  ruin  and  disaster — when  all  was 
mortification  and  dismay — when  the  high- 
minded  and  ingenuous  American  citizen  hung 
his  head,  and  ^most  forswore  his  country,  who 
brought  us  succor  and  consolation ) — who  ral- 
lied up  tlie  desperate  fight  f — who  cheered  tts 
in  the  struggle? — who  poured  into  the  streatn- 
ioK  wound  of  onr  country's  honor,  the  sovereign 
balm — the  oblivions  antidote  of  twenty  victo- 
ries? Lethistoryanswertheseqnestions.  His- 
tory has  answered  them.  And  if  history  has 
recorded  that  one  Hull  stmck  the  flag  of  his 
country  without  a  blow,  on  the  land,  history 
also  recorded  that  another  Hull  struck  such  a 
blow  upon  the  sea,  as  shook,  but  with  oppoute 
emotions,  two  prond  and  powerful  nations  to 
their  very  centres.  If  history  has  recorded 
that  the  ced  cross  of  England  has  floated  over 
the  ruins  of  this  sacked  and  violated  templ<k 
history  has  also  recorded  that  Perry  triumpued 
on  £ri^  and  HcBonoogh  on  Ohampldn.  If 
history  has  recorded  a  socoesuon  of  deep  dis- 
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graces  on  tho  land,  liiBtor?  bu  also  reoorded  a 
eacceasion  of  brilliant  victories  on  the  ees.  And 
the  war  closed  bj  adrancing  the  national  hon- 
or, and  leaving  it  a  distinguished  privilege  to 
live,  and  move,  to  be  as  American  citizen. 

I  have  done,  but  I  entreat  the  committee  to 
recollect  (before  the  qneation  be  taken  to  M 
the  blank)  the  uneztmzniahed,  the  nneztin- 
gaishable  debt  of  gratitude  and  admiration 
which  we  stilt  owe,  and  shall  always  owe,  our 
gallant  Navy. 

Hr.  HoLcoMBK  WAS  followed  bf  Mr.  Tuokib, 
of  N.  J.,  who  took  the  same  ude  of  the  ^es- 
tion,  and  concluded  his  speech  hj  moving  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  the  mun 
of  (300,000. 

Tbe  qaestion  being  taken  on  tJils  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  tlie  negative. 

Ur.  HoLOOiiBZ  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  snm  of  (100,000,  which  wascarried— 
B/es  66,  Doea  CC. 

A  debate  now  arose  npon  the  prinoiple  of  the 
bill,  which  occupied  the  Honse  till  three 
o'cKtck,  and  in  which  Messrs.  y/Biirht,  FoR- 
BTTK,  HoLOOMBS,  WsKiia,  Maxl&bt,  Powzll, 
Framoib  Joekbon,  Webstbb,  Biorrs,  Dwioht, 
WHnruBST,  UoLjLNa  of  I>eL,  Huclton,  and 
Dbattok,  took  part 

Tbe  ^nuds  on  which  the  bill  was  advocated 
were  prinoipsllj  these  :  that  it  appeared  from 
the  circnmstancea  of  the  case,  that  the  attempt 
of  Lieutenant  Becatnr  to  get  possesHion  of  the 
fiigate  Philadelphia,  while  lyfnp  under  the 
battlements  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  having 
BQcceeded,  it  would  have  been  in  his  power  to 
have  brongbt  the  frigate  ont,  had  not  his  orders 
trota  Commodore  Fteble  been  peremptory  to 
destroy  her,  in  which  case,  by  the  law  of  1800, 
which  regulates  the  distribution  of  prize-mon- 
ey, a  right  would  have  vested  in  him  and  his 
crew,  to  the  iUl  vslue  of  the  frigate  thus  re- 
owtured. 

In  support  of  the  portion  that  the  frigate 
might  have  been  bronght  out,  the  opinion  of 
the  pilot,  and  of  Commodore  Bainbridge  were 
quoted. 

Beaidea  this  ground  of  legal  dum,  the  bill 
was  advocated  as  an  act  of  gratitude  richly 
merited  by  the  valor  of  the  achievement — by 
its  effect  upon  the  naval  character  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  on  onr  subsequent  negotiation  with 
the  Barbary  Powers  j  andlasOy,  on  the  ground 
of  policy,  as  being  calculated  to  encourage  a 
spirit  of  dariDg  enterprise  among  the  officera  of 
the  Navy. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  no 
legal  clum  could  have  vested,  because  the  Prize 
law  requires  that  the  vessel  should  be  con- 
demned as  lavfiil  prize,  and  sold,  before  any 
distribution  of  prize-money  can  take  place. 

The  frigate  Philadelphia  was  never  oon- 
demned  nor  sold,  dot  twmd  she  have  been,  even 
if  she  had  been  bronght  ont  of  the  harbor,  be- 
canse  she  wpa  an  American  frigate,  and  not  a 
vessel  of  tbe  ^lemy. 

The  doctrine  of  veeted  rights  was  also  op- 
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nosed,  inasmuch  as  all  cultured  property  be- 
longs to  the  Government,  and  if  given  at  all,  ia 
given  as  a  gratnitiy. 

It  was  farther ol^eoted,  that  if  tliisclaimhad 
been  a  valid  one,  it  would  have  been  presented 
at  the  time,  and  not  suffered  to  sleep  for  so 
many  years— that  it  was  very  improbable  the 
frigate  could  have  been  brought  out  of  the  har- 
her,  because  the  wind  cbopi>ed  about  as  sooa 
as  tite  ketch  had  entered  the  harixr,  and  the 
seventy  m^Q  vho  formed  the  crew  of  the  ketch, 
supposing  them  to  have  been  sufGcient  to 
work  the  frigate  out  ag^ust  a  head  wind, 
wonid  have  been  so  occupied  in, this,  as  to  be 
unable  to  work  the  guns.  It  was  further  con- 
tended  that  lieut.  Decatur  had  done  no  more 
thau  his  duty,  and  had  been  sufBciently  re- 
warded by  a  public  vote  of  thanks— the  pre- 
sentation of  a  sword,  and  the  offer  of  two 
months'  extra  pay  to  himself  and  his  men. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Holconb^ 
TuoKXB,  BwioHT,  MoLiBE,  Hamiltos,  ana 
DRATro}r;  and  opposed  by  Measra.  Wnirri-B- 

BEY  and  M&LLAXT. 

Mr.  &T0BSS  disavowed  taking  either  side  of 
tbe  qnestion,  but  the  general  conrse  of  his  ob- 
servations seemed  directed  agiunst  the  biU. 

An  amendment  waa  suggested  by  Mr.  Pok- 
sTTH,  and  agreed  to,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  representatives,"  and  to  insert "  widows  and 
children." 

Mr.  Powxu.  proposed  to  add  to  this  amend- 
ment, Hiat  if  there  be  no  widow  or  children, 
the  money  should  then  go  to  the  father  or  moth- 
er, if  living ;  but  this  was  ol^ected  to  by  Mr, 
WaippLX,  and  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

When  the  committee  rose,  and  the  qnestion 
to  fill  the  blank  was  taken  up  in  the  House, 

Mr.  Lathbop  demanded  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  they  were  or- 
dered by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Maixabt  concluded  the  debate  for  this 
day,  by  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  taUe ; 
which  was  carried— ayes  61,  noes  50. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  6, 
2%«  Oreei  Tiwly. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Conhiot  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  "making  appropriations  to  carry 
into  effect  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  tbe  Creek  Nation,  ratified 
the  22d  April,  1836 ;"  and  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  "to  aid  certain  Indians  of  the  Creek 
Nation,  in  their  removal  to  the  west  of  tbe 
Missisdppi." 

The  bill  relating  to  tbe  Greek  Trea^  having 
been  read  throngh — 

Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  stated,  that  the 
Message  of  the  President,  on  the  subject  of  thia 
bill,  had  been  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  War,  recommending  that  a  com- 
pensation be  allowed  for  certun  improvementa 
made  by  these  Indiana,  m  the  nsceded.  landa 
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in  AI&bamA  and  Georgia.  The  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Heatu  (he  sidd)  had  been  diapoaed 
to  promote  that  o^ect,  which  thej  oonsiaered 
a  good  one,  and  had  directed  him  to  move  the 
following  amendment  to  the  bill : 
"  For  iademnifTing  emigrsnt*  for  their  im- 
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gia,  20,000  dollara." 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  then  mH  :  the  whole  mhject  of 
the  Greek  diffionltios  come  before  the  House  in 
a  T617  cnriona  manner.  The  President  in  his 
Uessage,  at  the  beeinnlng  of  the  Besaion  of 
Congresa,  had  told  both  branches  of  the  Na- 
tional L^^iatare  that  he  Bhoold,  on  the  matter 
of  the  Oreek  treaty,  aend  a  apecial  Heesage. 
During  the  last  Bnmmer,  the  President  had, 
throng  the  Secretary  of  "War  in  two  inatancca, 
stated  formally  to  the  anthoritiea  of  Geoi^a, 
that  the  whole  sabject  woald  be  presented  to 
Oongreas,  with  a  view  to  aacert^  the  opimoDR 
of  Congreaa  00  the  validity  of  the  treaty  itself, 
as  well  as  npon  the  conduct  of  the  Admiaistra- 
tion,  on  all  ttie  qnestiona  arising  ont  of  it. 
These  promiaes  are  not  yet  performed,  and  Mr. 
F.  took  it  for  granted  every  thing  was  before 
the  Honae  intended  by  the  Eiecotive  to  be  com- 
mmiicated  to  it  Congress  is  now  asked  tu  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  execution  of  a  contract 
whose  avowed  object  is,  at  an  additional  ex- 
pense of  near  half  a  million  of  dollara,  to  set 
■aide  a  previous  contract,  mode  mider  the  an- 
thority  of  the  United  States.  The  contract 
now  before  the  House  (he  wonld  not  abuse  lan- 

Cge  by  calling  anch  iostmments  treaties)  had 
eed  been  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  rati- 
fied with  their  approbation,  and  was,  as  gentle- 
men were  pleased  to  call  it,  a  law  of  the  land ; 
that  which  is  to  be  set  aside,  had  met  a  like 
good  fortune — had  received  the  aame  approba- 
tion and  ratification.  Were  gentlemen  satisfied 
that  aH  was  correct  beoanao  it  had  been  done  ? 
The  President  and  Senate,  who  had  approved 
the  first,  are  now  content  that  it  shall  be  anni- 
hilated. On  what  ground  rests  their  last  de- 
terminationt  Bo  &r  as  an  opinion  can  be 
formed  from  the  contracts  tbAuelves,  both  of 
which  are  commnnicated,  unaccompanied  by 
any  other  document  or  explanation  of  them, 
the  first  contract  is  to  be  set  aside  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  refiisal  of  one  of  the  parties  to 
execnte  it,  on  the  allegation  that  the  persons 
who  made  it,  had  not  competent  anthority. 
Was  this  the  fact  t  Was  there  any  proof  of  it 
before  the  Honso  I  That  the  new  contract  is 
preferred  by  a  m^ority  of  the  Creek  tribe,  to 
the  old,  cannot  be  doabted.  Eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  be  more  acceptable  cer- 
tiJnly  than  half  that  sum.  But  how  stood  tltis 
qnestion  when  the  first  contract  was  made? 
The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  who 
formed  it,  believed,  or  asserted  if  they  did  not 
believe,  that  the  persona  with  whom  the  (tr- 
rangement  at  the  Indian  Springs  was  made, 
had  full  power  to  bind  their  tribe  by  ita  atipa- 
ktions — the  ohieb  who  made  it,  asserted  their 


right  to  act,  and  alleged,  that  what  was  done 
by  them  wonld  meet  the  (^probation  of  the 
gTMt  mass  of  their  tribe.  The  agent  of  the 
United  States  denoonced  the  contract,  as  made 
by  persons  unanthorized— as  made  contrary  to 
the  instructions  of  the  United  States — and  as 
calculated,  if  ratified,  to  do  infinite  mischief  to 
the  Creek  nation.  The  President  and  Senate 
were  perfectly  aware,  as  was  every  person  tlie 
leaat  acqnunted  with  the  anbleet,  that,  on  the 
proposed  exUngnishment  of  their  cMm  to  the 
tanas  occupied  by  them,  there  was  a  great  di- 
vision among  the  Indians.  The  person  who 
ought  to  have  been  beat  acquainted  with  their 
sentiments,  was  the  agent  residing  among  them. 
If  he  was  worthy  of  credit,  his  opinion  must 
have  oontroUed  the  Jndgment  of  the  Exeontive 
on  this  point.  Was  he  believed  or  discreditedT 
It  bbntjnat  tothelateaad  present  Chief  Mag- 
istrate to  suppose,  that  they  believed  him.  If 
not,  how  happens  it  that  an  agent  of  Govern- 
ment^ who  gave  offloially  false  information,  is 
retwned  in  office — has  etyoyed  the  confidence, 
the  tan  confidence  of  the  Administration — hea 
been  used  by  them  from  that  hour  to  this  t  The 
Pre»dent  and  Senate  were  forewarned  that 
difficulties  were  opposed  to  the  formation  of 
the  contract,  and  they  disregarded  them.  They 
were  forewarned  that  the  power  of  the  persona 
signing  it  was  disputed ;  this,  also,  did  not  ar- 
rest its  ratification.  Difficulties  were  antici- 
pated to  the  execution  of  the  arrangement,  but 
it  was  believed  that  the  ohteb  who  made  it^ 
aided  and  protected  by  the  United  States, 
would  be  able  to  overcome  all  opfiosition  to  it 
and  that  the  purposes  of  the  Government  could 
be  accomplished  withont  injustice  or  violence. 
These  anticipations  would  have  been  realized, 
if  the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  the  oontract 
was  made,  had  not  been,  in  forming  that  con- 
tract, utterly  disregarded.  Instructed  by  what 
has  since  occurred,  by  the  declarations  con- 
tained in  the  new  arrangement,  we  now  know 
that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
first  arrangement,  was  the  repugnance  of  many 
of  the  Indiana  to  go  to  the  region  west  of  the 
"■    '    ippi. 

extinguish  the  Creek  t 
limits  of  Geor^a,  The  negotiation  was  for  all 
the  land  occupied  by  them  in  Georgia  and  Ala- 
boraa ;  and  nearly  all  in  both  States  was  ceded. 
But  tiiese  cessions  were  subordinate  to  the 
prominent  object  of  furthering  a  project  of  the 
then  President — the  congregation  of  all  the  In- 
dians beyond  the  Mississippi,  to  establish  a 
freat  Indian  Government,  lor  the  purposes  of 
ndian  civOlMtion — a  project  not  approved  by 
Congress,  and  deemed,  by  many  of  the  most 
prudent  of  our  statesmen,  wild,  visionary,  and 
impracticable.  Suppose  the  intentions  of  Con- 
gress had  been  fairly  executed,  is  it  not  now 
obvioui  that  any  difficulty  which  would  have 
arisen  would  have  been,  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary prudence  and  firmness,  tempered  by  a 
kind  oooaideraUoii  of  what  is  due  to  our  de- 
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pendent  In^am,  Mdly  oTeroome.  For  its  own 
pniposes,  the  United  States,  hj  the  Ezeontive 
Hagiatrat^,  created  this  obatode — an  obstacle 
we  are  now  offloiaU^  told,  fnHormonnWble — 
cveiy  exertion  to  overcome  it  having  been 
nude,  and  made  in  vain.  Let  na  eee  (nsM  llr. 
FO  upon  what  fbnndation  rests  this  assertion, 
wliat  exertions  have  been  made  to  execnte  a 
contract  thus  made,  oontrarj  to  the  intentions 
of  Congress,  and  embraoing  oltJects  in  which 
the  Bt^  of  Georgia,  for  whose  benefit  Con- 

ri  acted,  had  onlj  a  common  interest  with 
other  States.  The  ratification  of  the  agree- 
ment of  the  Indian  Springs  was  scarcely  com- 
plete before  the  Prerident  waa  fonnall;  cau- 
tioned -tgaiost  tnuting  the  Creek  agent  for  the 
eiecnUon  of  it.  He  waa  informed  that,  aa  his 
hostility  to  the  agreement  waa  notorious  and 
perBeveriug,  it  was  anprehended  that,  pnrsmng 
the  same  polioy  whicn  had  governed  his  prevl- 
ons  condncL  he  would  throw  obataclea  ui  the 
way,  instejd  of  promoting  the  execution  of  the 
agreement.  It  was  believed  that  he  had  been 
In  Waahington  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
ratification  of  the  contract,  and^  fuling,  he 
would  return  to  the  Indians  witn  feelings  of 
increased  bitterneBs  a^iinst  thoae  who  had  par- 
ticipated in  its  formation.  This  apprebensi<ai 
was  prophetic  He  returned  to  the  Indiuis. 
What  Immediatelj  occurred  need  not  be  told. 
What  effort  waa  used  hy  him  to  reconcile  the 
Creeks  to  the  agreement  that  had  been  made  I 
"What  effort  to  prevent  the  ssBaBsluation  which 
followed!  Did  he  dissuade  the  Indians  .irom 
violence?  Did  he  menace  the  irritated  with  the 
indignation  of  the  Government,  if  either  of 
those  chiefs,  who  had  lent  themselvea  to  its 
wishes,  shomd  be  molested!  If  he  did,  sir,  the 
evidence  of  his  exertions  have  not  jet  reached 
the  public  eye,  and  not  a  snsptdon  b  enter- 
tained that  it  exists ;  but  it  is  known  that  he 
was  the  enemy  of  the  chief  who  fell,  the  vindi- 
cator and  friend  of  his  assassins,  the  calnmnia' 
tor  of  his  followers,  and  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  agree- 
ment was  made.  Pasdng  over  all  that  occurred 
In  the  Creek  nation,  as  not  necessary  b 
discussed ;  throwing  a  veil  over  those  bloody 
transactions  which  nave  been  called  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States — men  of  peace  and  order, 
too,  and  the  especial  haters  of  violent  language 
— executions  under  criminal  laws ;  let  us  come 
to  the  consideration  of  what  has  been  done 
here  for  the  execution  of  the  first  contract. 
Sir,  your  Secretary  of  War  did  not  even  at- 
tempt the  execution  of  IL  He  considered,  on 
the  report  of  General  Gaines,  that,  as  a  great 
mtyonty  of  the  nation  was  against  it,  it  was 
hopeless  even  to  propose  it  to  the  Cre^  dele- 
gation, who  came  here  to  discuss  llie  whole 
matt«r.  This  report  we  have  not;  but  it  is 
stated  that  1,890  chiefs  and  warriors  declared 
agunst  it  ont  of  a  population  of  about  30,000 
souls,  and  this,  too,  after  the  principal  iSiief  of 
thefriendlypartyhadbeennossocred;  hia fol- 
lowers driven  by  violence  from  the  nation ;  and 
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their  friends  in  the  nation  t«rrified  or  pur- 
chased Into  silence.  Ko  effort  was  made  here 
to  effect  the  execution  of  the  old  contract.  By 
way  (Mr,  F.  presumed)  of  securing  the  best 
possible  arrangement,  the  idea  of  ita  execution 
abandoned  altogether,  and  the  Indianssoon 
that  the  whole  gome  was  in  their  own 
hands,  and  a  negotiation  was  formally  opened 
for  a  new  bargain.  The  Executive,  we  are 
told,  wished  a  oesdon  of  all  the  lands  in  Geor- 
gia ;  the  Indians  would  uot  cede  beyond  the 
Ohatahoochie.  After  exhausting  all  his  diplo- 
matic skill,  aided  and  assisted,  no  doubt,  by  the 
Creek  agent,  and  certain  other  agents  of  other 
Indians,  the  Secretary,  acting  nnder  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  applied  to  the  delega- 
tion of  Geor^  to  know  whether  Georgia  would 
prefer  a  cession  to  the  Chstahoochie,  or  a  ref- 
of  the  whole  subject  to  Congress,  with 
_  _.  to  investigate  the  validity  of  the  agree- 
ment, which  had,  by  the  President  himself^ 
been  ratified  end  proclaimed,  affirming  that,  to 
procure  a  cession  beyond  the  Chatahoochie, 
was  impracticable.  The  delegation  of  Geor- 
gia, not  choosing  to  divide  reepoDsibility  with 
the  President,  it  was  found  practicable  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  a  very  lam  portion  of  the 
lands  iu  Georgia,  the  boundary  being  estab- 
lished beyond  the  Chatahoochie,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  Secretary  bad  been  pleased  to 
consider  a  very  reasonable  determination  of  the 
Indians,  to  adhere  to  that  natnrsl  bonndary. 
This  contract  was  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  having  been  taken  off 
their  proceedings,  Ur.  F.  said,  ne  was  able  to 
state  how  it  had  been  received.  The  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  new  agreement  was  referredL 
recommended  its  rejection.  In  tiiis  unexpected 
state  of  things,  the  boundary  line,  the  beat 
that  conld  be  obtained  from  those  obstinate 
Indiana,  was  ag^u  changed,  and  by  an  addi- 
tional article,  nearly  all  the  land  in  Georgia 
was  given  up.  Thus  altered,  the  new  con- 
tract was  approved  by  the  Senate,  under  a 
conviction  (which,  T£t.  F.  feared,  was  not  well 
founded)  that  in  fact  all  that  Georgia  had  a 
right  to  demoni,  nnder  the  first,  was  snbetan- 
tially  secnred  by  the  second.  These  two  con- 
tracts are  now  before  the  committee.  To  ro- 
fnae  the  appropriation  now  asked,  is  scarcely  a 
matter  of  discretion.  The  Indians  will  be,  with- 
out doubt,  attached  to  the  new  bargun.  They 
are  too  well  bribed  for  their  opposition  to  tlie 
old  one,  not  to  adhere  to  the  stand  they  have 
taken  in  favor  of  the  new.  Although  thus 
trammelled  by  Executive  mismanagement,  the 
principle  upon  which  the  Preudent  has  acted 
is  too  important  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
It  was,  indeed,  most  worthy  of  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  President  seems  to  have  considered 
that  the  fiul^ect  of  the  contract  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  was  one  wholly  under  his  control— to 
enforce,  alter,  or  invalidate  it,  if  not  by  bisown 
authority,  certainly  with  the  tii  of  the  Senate. 
He  haa  ^plied  to  it  tlw  doctrine  cf  treaties 
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which  maj  be  altered  or  annnlled  by  the  subae- 
qnent  agreement  of  the  parties.  He  hai  en- 
ai«\j  overlooked  the  doctriae  of  treatiea  and 
of  contracts,  where  they  affect  the  interests  of 
third  powers,  or  third  persons.  Neither  trea- 
ties nor  ooDtraots  can  be  changed,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  others,  who  hold  rights  nnder  them. 
Their  consent  ia  aa  neceasar;  to  the  Validity  of 
a  new  agreement  as  the  assent  of  the  parties  to 
the  first.  Oeoi^  has  not  been  considered  at 
all,  except  from  respect  to  her  rights,  under  the 
compact  of  ISOa.  She  has  bees  treat«d  aa  if 
baring  no  authority  to  interfere  in  the  arrange- 
menle  proposed  and  made.  How  for  this  doo- 
tarine  has  met  the  approbation  of  tbe  Senate, 
does  not  appear ;  but  Mr.  F.  was  insttfled,  by 
what  he  hod  already  stated,  in  beUeving  that 
snch  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  body.  What 
ia  the  amonnt  <^  the  interest  of  the  State  is  not 
important  The  two  contracts  differ  in  these 
MrticolarB :  By  the  first,  all  the  Greek  lands  in 
Georgia  were  ceded ;  by  the  second,  all  tie 
lands  are  not  ^ecifioaDy  ceded;  ssd  whether 
■11  are  ceded  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Indians,  if  their  Secretary  of 
Illation  is  good  antliority,  all  the  land  is  not 
ocoed.  By  the  first,  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
move by  the  first  of  September,  of  the  present 
year;  by  the  second,  tiiey  remain  till  Jsnoary, 
1827.  Although  the  principle  involved  is  im- 
portant, the  interest  is  trifiing.  As  it  ia  the 
intention  of  the  delegation  from  Qeorg^  to 
present  a  written  protest,  Mr.  F.  would  not 
toaeh  further  on  this  topic.  The  interest  of 
the  State,  in  the  question  be^re  the  conunittee, 
was  not  the  moving  caose  of  hia  address  to  the 
House.  The  interests  of  the  State  oonld  not  be 
tnjared  by  any  bargain  the  United  States  might 
choose  to  mute  with  any  Indian  tribe.  Con- 
Kre«s  cannot  touch  the  righta  already  vested  in 
Georgia,  whose  constitutional  org^  wonld  do 
their  dnty  in  saserting  them.  Bia  object  in 
addressing  the  committee,  was  to  explain  what 
were  the  real  questions  between  the  State 
anthoritieB,  and  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  growing  oat  of  the  contract  of  the  In- 
dian Springs,  so  far  as  they  had  any  relation 
to  that  oontract,  and  to  expose  the  gross  mis- 
representations which  had  been  nsed  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  It  has 
been  asserted  agun  and  again,  in  newspapers, 
pamphlets,  and  reviews,  spread  with  malignant 
industry  to  every  corner  of  the  Union,  Oiat  a 
serious  controversy  existed  between  Georgia 
and  the  Creeks ;  that  Georgia  had,  by  artifice, 
frand,  and  corruption,  procured  the  formation 
of  a  treaty,  for  the  execution  of  which  Uiey 
were  eager,  and  ready  to  annihilate  those  poor 
Indians  whose  interests  had  been  betrayed ;  that 
the  benevolent  interposition  of  the  President 
had  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  this  ne- 
farious design.  Those  who  hear  me,  Mr.  F, 
said,  need  not  be  told  that  Geoi^a  never  boa 
had  any  controversy  with  the  Creeksor  Chero- 
kees — no  connection  with  the  formation  of  what 
was  called  the  Treaty  of  February,  1825.    It 
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would  not  escape  the  observation  of  the  people^ 
that  tbe  fronds  and  briberies,  and  corruptions 
and  Tillonies,  so  eloquently  denounced  during 
the  preceding  Summer,  and  so  falsely  imputed 
to  the  State,  were  not  even  among  the  induce- 
ments to  the  new  arrangement  made  in  Wash- 
ington. The  only  oontroveray  in  which  Geor- 
gia has  been  concerned,  was  oue  between  Geor- 
gia and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
touching  the  execution  of  the  compact  of  1803. 
The  State  Government  did  not  think  the  Pres- 
ident was  disposed  to  nse  aU  the  means  necea- 
ssry  and  proper  for  its  fulfilment.  Appeala 
were  made  to  Oongreas,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
State  were  met  by  requisite  appropriatiom 
tm  holding  meetings  with  the  Indians.  As 
soon  aa  the  aneement  of  the  Indian  Springs 
was  procl^med,  the  L^lslature  of  the  Stat« 
passed  the  osual  act  for  the  distribution  of  tfa* 
land,  directing  surveys  to  be  made  of  it,  pre- 
par^ory  to  the  immediate  occupation  of  it,  as 
soon  as  the  Indians  should  remove.  The  right 
of  the  State  to  make  this  survey  was  disputed 
by  the  President,  and  the  only  question  was, 
Had  Georgia  the  right  to  snrvey  the  lands 
within  her  limits,  although  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians ?  The  Governor  of  Georgia  thought  thia 
right  perfect,  under  the  contract  with  tbe  In- 
dians, and  especially  as  be  bad  obtained  the 
consent  of  those  Indians  with  whom  that  con- 
tract was  made.  Mr.  F.  considered  the  right 
as  perfect,  independent  of  the  contracL  It  is 
a  right  which  belongs  to  ever^  State,  to  order  or 
to  prohibit  surveys  of  Its  Indian  lands— a  right 
never  before  diluted  or  denied;  one  exercised 
constantly  by  Georgia,  and  by  every  other 
State.  The  Supreme  Court  has,  more  than 
once,  decided  that  a  State  conld  Erant  ita  Indi- 
an lands,  and  that  the  grant  womd  be  perfect. 
If  the  right  exists  to  grant,  how  can  the  minor 
power  to  mark  artificially,  in  the  absence  of 
natnrol  bonndaries,  the  limits  of  tbe  granted 
lands,  be  denied  t  The  Indian  lands  were  con- 
stantly surveyed  by  citiEens  of  the  StatA,  until 
such  surveys  were  prohibited  by  a  State  statute. 
This  right  was,  by  the  United  States,  tacitly 
admitted  to  exist.  Daring  the  last  year,  tlM 
SUte  applied  to  the  President  to  join  the  State 
in  asc^lslning  and  marking  the  division  tins 
between  Geoma  and  Alabama,  a  line  passing 
through  the  &eek  and  Cherokee  Lands.  The 
President  declined,  not  on  the  ground  of  Indi- 
an occupation  of  the  land  through  which  the 
line  was  to  pass ;  not  on  the  pretext  that  the 
Indian  consent  was  necessary — such  an  idea 
was  not  hinted  at — but,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the 
United  States  had  no  Interest  in  the  settle- 
ment of  that  boundary  line;  it  was  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  of  Georgia  end  Alabama 
only,  A  strange  assertion  I  The  land  in  Ala- 
bama belonging  to  the  United  States,  tlie  Gen- 
eral Government  has  certainly  some  interest  in 
having  the  boandary  of  that  land  accnratcly  a»- 
certuned.  The  President  ooncdved  himself 
antborized  to  interfere  to  prevent  Oils  survey 
under  the  oontract  of  162S.    This  oontract  was 
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obligatorj  when  it  operated  a^net  the  wiaheB 
of  a  State,  but  donbtful  when  it  operated  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Uolntosh  Indians,  and  Bfainat  the 
wishes  of  those  LostJle  to  it.  This  det«nnina- 
Uon  of  the  State  peaceably  to  survey  its  own 
knds,  waa  the  pretext  for  one  of  the  most  high' 
bonded  measures  ever  witnessed  in  a  free  Gov- 
erament.  The  right  was  unquestionably  with 
Georgia.  Admittmg  it  to  have  been  donbtful; 
allow  even  that  the  President  was  correct; 
that  his  obligation  was  to  interpose ;  see,  sir, 
how  that  obhgadon  was  performed.  Ko  judge 
was  called  on,  no  iaasistrat«  sought  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  uie  marshals,  sheriffs,  or 
any  other  civil  officer ;  but  a  direct  appeal  was 
made  to  force,  in  the  most  odious  of  its  forms 
— military  force — a  portion  of  the  standing 
army,  of  the  hired  soldiery,  were  the  instm- 
menls  ordered  to  be  used  against  a  State  law 
— a  military  force,  previously  carried  to  the 
scene  of  action,  with  the  design  of  preserving 
peace  among  the  Indians  I  I  ask,  by  what  aa- 
thority  the  President  employed  this  military 
force,  in  a  time  of  profonnd  peace,  against  one 
of  the  Confederacy  ? 

Ur.  Tatthau.  etiA  he  had  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  committee  the 
conrse  which  he  had  prescribed  to  himself, 
and,  at  the  reqnest  of  his  colleagoee,  who 
(wim  the  exception  of  his  Aiend  who  had 
just  sat  down)  conomred  with  him,  that  which 
they  had  prescribed  to  themselves.  It  was  not 
our  intention  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cnesion  of  the  &cts  involved  in  the  subject 
l>ernre  the  committee — nor  was  it  our  intention 
to  say  any  thing  which  could  be,  in  any 
manner,  catcnloted  to  tondi  or  excite  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  on.  that  floor.  We  were 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  tite 
merits  of  the  "  old  "  and  of  "  the  new  treaty," 
as  tbey  were  styled ;  becaose,  we  were  not  pre- 
pared with  the'necessary  testimony  to  snstain 
ourselves.  Not  being  prepared  for  such  investi- 
gation, .we  had  determinea  to  use  no  expression 
reSecting  either  upon  the  General  Government 
or  Dpon  the  agents  employed  by  it,  which 
might  be  calculated  to  prodnoe  angry  feelings 
or  recriminating  expressions.  Bho^d  we  do  si 
the  gentiemen  on  the  other  side  would  have 
right  to  call  upon  ns  to  substantiate  any  accnsa- 
tiooa  we  might  moke.  Kow,  if  called  upon 
for  evidence,  we  had  it  not.  We  were  not 
even  in  the  possession  of  the  official  documents, 
and  papers  alluded  to  by  my  colleague.  In 
bet,  even  if  in  poasesrion  of  them,  it  was 
proper  to  say  we  should  not  consent  to  rest 
OUT  case  upon  them.  They  contained  mpartt 
tcBtimoGy,  against  the  use  of  which,  in  any 
manner,  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  Georgia, 
we  were  ready  to  solemnly  protest.  We  were, 
therefore,  wholly  unprepared  for  trial,  and 
were  consequetitly  on  willing  to  use  eipreraions 
which  might  be  offensive.  I  am  nut  inthehabit 
of  shrinking  where  it  is  my  duty  to  advance 
forward;  bnt  I  never  will  consent  to  make  an 
aoeoaatioa  in  any  case,  until  I  have  the  proof 
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gentiemen,  in  any  remarks  which  they  might 
think  it  proper  to  make,  would  studlonxly 
avoid,  in  the  slightest  degreoreflecting  upon  the 
character  or  conduct  of  the  Executive  or  of  the 
oitizene  oTGeorgia.  Whilst  we  abstained,  under 
the  oironmstances,  from  pving  vent  to  onr  feel- 
ings,  by  expreeaing,  iastrongterma,  onr  disappro- 
biriion  of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Govem- 
it,  we  diould  promptly  and  severely  repel  the 
slightest  imputation  cast  upon  the  citixens  Ol 
Georgia,  or  the  Executive,  Whilst,  howeter, 
we  declared  onr  determination  to  avoid  tmplea- 
rant  or  exciting  eipreedons,  we  wished  it  to  be 
diatinoUy  nnderstobd,  we  were  far  from  being 
insensible  to  the  treatment  onr  State  had 
received.  We  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
we  were  fhr  from  expreeaing  approbation  of  the 
General  QoTemment  or  disqiprobation  of  onr 
own. 

In  regard  to  the  (mmedlate  sntjjeot  bd'<:mtiie 
committee,  I  would  frankly  observe,  that  we 
should  have  no  very  serioua  objections  to  the 
passage  of  the  bills  under  oonsideration,  pro- 
vided the  constitutional  difQcolty  were  out  of 
the  way.  We  believed  that  the  "  now  treaty," 
with  the  provisions  contuned  in  the  suj^le- 
mental  bill,  would  afford  to  Georgia-every  mate- 
rial advantage  secnred  under  the  "old  treaty," 
and  in  regard  to  the  If  clntoeh  Indiana,  the  advan- 
tages held  out  to  them  were  far  beyond  what 
the  old  treaty  entitled  them  to.  lite  fact  wis, 
the  General  Government  had  gotten  into  a 
dilemma,  and  we  must  pay  pretty  dearly  to 
get  out  of  it. 

The  State  of  Georgia  was  prepared  to  eieoute 
the  "old  treaty,"  The  ceded  country  will 
be  occupied  nnder  It;  but  it  would  be  a 
want  of  candor  in  ns  to  say,  that  we  did 
not  r^oioe  that  the  provisions  of  thia  treaty,  so 
for  as  Georgia  was  concerned,  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  materially  conflicting  with 
those  of  the  "  new."  All  apprehension,  there- 
fore, of  a  collision  between  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  was  at  an  end.  A  civil 
war  was,  in  all  oaaca,  horrible,  and  eveiy 
patriot  ehould  desire  to  avoid  it.  In  this  case, 
if  the  General  Government  had  persevered  ia 
its  course,  it  would  have  been  inevitable, 
Kotliing  but  a  measure  of  the  present  kind 
contd  avert  it,  unlees  either  party  had  yielded 
to  the  threat  of  force  from  the  opponte  aie. 
Onr  pride,  oa  Geor^ans,  would  prevent  ns 
saying  that  we  would  have  been  unwilling  to 
have  met  such  a  crisis,  and  to  have  mtuntained 
onr  rights  nnder  every  hazard.  That  conditinn 
would  be  a  dreadful  one  indeed,  however,  when 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  alone  eonld  Mttle 
the  controrerey.  We  approved  of  the  iMua 
as  calculated  to  prevent  a  civil  war  between 
the  United  Statea  and  the  State  of  Georma,  and 
also  to  avert  an  internal  war  between  ine  t*e 
opposing  parties  in  the  Greek  Nation.  1^^ 
parties  had  bees  restrained  from  hoatiUtH* 
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vhicb  would  have  Berioosly  affected  the  Bafetj 
•nd  qaiet  of  the  frootiera  of  Geo^pa,  Ten- 
neEsee,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  on);  bj  the 
interference  of  General  Gunes,  oiider  the  orders 
of  the  General  Uovenuneiit.  Both  parties 
■were  indoced  to  mbmit  to  the  Genera!  Govern- 
ment tbeir  difibrenoea.  The  reMilt  of  this  inter- 
ferenoe  is  now  the  Bulfieat  of  odt  conaideration. 
If  we  passed  these  bills,  there  woold  be  satis- 
faction  on  both  adea.    If  we  did  not,  I  felt  it 


intentions.  It  was  with  maoh  difficnltj  this 
delegation  had  been  Icept  here.  Upon  repre- 
imtii^  their  &elingB  to  the  War  X^partmeat, 
and  explalnlDg  what  the;  required  t«  be  done,  i 
vupToaiptl7antfaorizedb]'tDeSeoretai7<^War 
to  giro  them  ererj  asanranoe  that  they  should  be 
M^sfied.  Without  this^tiieroonld  not  have  been 
kept  here. 

Mr.  Mdikb  roae^  aa  a  member  of  the  Gom- 
nittee  of  Indian  Affiiira,  to  exprees  a  hope 
that  the  qtpropriatdon  wooid  pass  withont  oppo- 

Mr.  Own  aald,  that  this  was  a  snl^eot  which 
did  not  affect  Geor^  only,  or  Alabiuna,  or  the 
Greek  nation,  bnt  had  a  bearing  on  every 
individnal  in  the  nation ;  otbtj  fneod  of  the 
fom  of  Government  mider  which  we  live.  He 
had  not  risen  to  make  a  protest  agtunrt  the 
treaty,  and  to  support  that  protest  bj  a  lengthy 
aigoment;  but  to  sa;  that  if  the  bill  shoald 
pass,  D  greater  innovation  wonld  be  made  than 
ever  had  taken  plaoe  befbre,  in  the  policy  and 
priaci{>Ie8  of  this  Government  If  the  principle 
to  which  the  bill  directly  led,  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  State  rights  were 
gone  forever :  the  treaty-making  power  wonld 
ere  long  swallow  op  all  the  rights  of  this 
pewle ;  no  role  wonld  remun  by  which  acts 
at  Uie  Executive  coold  be  t«eted,  and  no  Uberty 
wonld  be  eitJoyed,  where  the  Government 
might  aocomphsh  whatever  it  pleased  under  the 
cover  of  a  ti«aty-makiDg  power.  He  considered 
the  sapersediDg  of  the  old  treaty  as  a  violation 
ot  the  OMMtitQtioQ.  The  Preddeut  and  Senate 
had  no  snob  power  by  the  oonstitDtion,  If  a 
treaty  is  made  by  which  a  third  portv  obtains 
righta,  they  are  vested  rights,  and  tiie  treaty 
cannot  be  repealed  withont  the  oonsent  of  th^ 
party.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bilt,  on  the 
gronndthatit  wasonoonstitational;  theoriginal 
treaty  is  now  the  law  of  the  land:  ft  has 
rccdved  the  oonstitntional  sanction,  and  been 
promulgated.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  State 
of  Alabama  poseemed  the  power  to  act  on  the 
ori^al  treaty,  and  might  extend  the  rannidpsl 
regolations  of  that  State  over  the  lands  now 
ceded.  He  thonght  gentlemen  onght  to  refiect 
well  on  what  they  were  abunt  to  do,  and 
think  what  a  principle  they  wereeboattosano- 
tioQ.  He  wished  to  recwd  hie  vote  against 
it,  and  shoold  l>e  d«d  to  see  the  Hoase  rqeot 
tbebilL 

The  qoestton  being  on  ordering  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  be  read  a  third  time — 


Mr.  Stkoko  moved  to  strike  ont  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill— in  effect,  to  destroy  the  bill : 
and  followed  his  motion  with  a  number  of  re- 
marks, in  support  of  it,  and  in  explanation  of 
bis  obJectionB  to  the  bill,  which  were,  general- 
ly, that  he  was  opposed  to  a  partial  commence- 
ment of  a  system,  which  oo^t  to  be  general, 
if  acted  on  at  all 

Mr.  OooKB  opposed  the  motion,  and  nmlied 
to  Mr.  Stbonq,  and  read  the  6th  article  of  the 
late  treaty  with  those  Indians,  to  show  that 
this  hill  was  required  by  the  etipoktions  of  the 

lb.  Stbokq  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  atriUng  ont  the  enacting  clause :  which  was 
nwativod;  and 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  the  Honte  adjourned. 

TuwDAT,  Hay*. 
Th^  Greek  TVwt^  M 

^le  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  ^  certain  In- 
dians of  the  Oreek  nation,  in  their  removal  to 
the  west  of  the  Misussippi,"  was  read  a  third 
time ;  when  Mr.  SrnoKe  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  pasaaoe  of  the  bilL  The 
House  sustained  the  call,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 168  to  16. 

Mr.  FoBSTTu  rose  in  his  place,  and  desired 
that  a  p^>er  which  he  held  in  his  band  might 
be  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  desired  of  the  Ch^r  to  be  in- 
formed whether  the  compliance  with  such  a  re- 
quest was  in  order) 

The  Oh^  replied,  a  gentleman  desires  that 

paper  which  he  holds  may  be  read  to  the 
House.  If  no  objections  are  offered,  the  read- 
ing will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  said,  that  if  the  paper  related 
to  any  subject  before  the  House,  he  supposed 
it  might  properly  be  read ;  if  not,  he  snonld 
suppose  it  ont  of  order. 

The  Speaker  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Geor^  to  state  briefly  the  nature  of  the  paper 
he  wished  to  present. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  it  was  a  protest, 
drawn  up  by  the  Delegation  from  Georgia,  on 
the  subject  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creek 
nation,  the  object  of  which  was  to  save  the 
rights  of  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  which 
~~'  ;ht  be  interfered  with  by  that  iustrument, 

Ir.  Webstbb  objected  to  its  being  read  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  FoBflTTH  then  atdd  he  should  accompany 
the  paper  by  a  resolution,  in  whloh  cose  its 
reading  would  be  in  order. 

The  Chair  replied  that  the  hour  fbr  the  pre- 
sentation of  reeolutions  bad  elapsed. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  then  desired  leave  of  the  Hoose 
to  present  the  resolution.  The  qnestion  on  sus- 
pending the  role  was  then  put,  (which  requires 
'wo-thirds  to  can?  it,)  and  deeded  in  the  neg- 
itive—Ayes  80,  Noes  67. 

When  the  bill  came  np,  Ur.  Sutznbos,  tit 
Pennsylvania,  said: 
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Mr.  Speaker  r  Thia  morninK,  A  member  from 
Geoi^a  presented  to  thia  House  a  paper  or  a 
protest,  on  behalf  of  tie  del^atdon  from  Geor- 
^a,  which  he  declared  contained  the  views  of 
the  delegation  from  that  Btate,  on  the  mblect 
of  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  asked 
that  it  might  be  read,  it  having  referenoe  to 
bilia  which  would  come  np  to  be  decided  im- 
tnediatelj.  The  reading  waa  ottjeoted  to  hj 
the  gentleman  from  UauachiuettB.  (iir.  Web- 
STXB,)  and  the  hour  having  elap«ea  that  is  de- 
voted to  resolntiona  and  motiona,  it  waa  decid- 
ed bj  the  Speaker  that  it  oonld  not  be  r»- 
oeived.  A  motion  waa  then  made  U>  aoBpend 
the  rule  limiting  the  honr,  for  the  pm^Kwe  of 
receiving  this  paper.  This  was  abo  objected 
tobjthe  gentleman  fromUaBBachnsetta;  and, 
bj  a  rigid  application  of  a  rale  requiring  two- 
thirds  to  soapend  the  rnla,  the  delegation  from 
Georgia  was  prevented  from  offering  their  dec- 
laration or  protest,  although  eighty  voted  for 
its  reception,  and  onlj'  rixtj-seven  against  it. 
And  now,  sir,  the  billa  referring  to  the  Creek 
treaty  come  np  on  their  third  reading,  and  are 
to  be  passed,  withont  the  members  from  Geor- 

S'a  having  an  opportimity  to  present  to  the 
oQse  a  paper  which  thej  think  an  act  of  dntj 
to  their  State  to  have  read,  before  the  passage 
of  theae  bills.  Sir,  I  know  not  the  contents  of 
that  paper ;  bnt  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  char- 
acter of  those  who  offer  it,  that  it  is  coached 
in  respectful  terms.  It  Is  jnst  that  the/  shoald 
have  an  opportnoitj  of  bemg  heard,  before  the 
qneetion  on  the  passage  of  these  billa  ia  decid- 
ed. Snrelr  the  measures  of  this  morning  seem 
to  justify  the  diarge  of  an  unkind  oonrse  hav- 
ing been  pursued  towards  Geor^^  It  offers 
■ome  proof  that  there  ia  a  spint  of  severity 
eieroised  by  some  towards  her.  Sir,  I  cannot 
be  satisfied  with  thia.  I  will  feet  for  every 
member  of  this  nation.  No  State  can  ever 
show  that  iqjnstice  has  been  done  her,  and  ap- 
peal to  the  people  of  thia  nation  in  vain.  I 
rbortbat  Iqjnatioe  haa  been  done  to  Geor^; 
there  are,  at  least,  some  evidences  of  it  The 
nation  may  be  slow  to  believe  her  story,  bnt, 
once  convinced,  it  will  redress  her  wrongs. 
"What,  sir,'  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  delega- 
tion of  a  State,  and  one  of  the  old  States,  too, 
has  asked  the  reading  of  a  paper  presented  by 
Uiem  to  this  House,  and  this  has  been  denied  f 
— denied  by  a  tninority  of  the  Honse,  too  ?  It 
b  not  merely  an  act  of  oonrtegy,  it  is  an  act  of 
Jnstice^  to  hear  the  State,  and  before  the  pas- 
eage  of  these  bills  too. 

I,  therefore,  move  that  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill  bo  postpon^  nntil  to-mor- 
row ;  in  oi^er  that  Qie  delegation  of  Georgia 
shalt  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  their  protest 
before  the  House  within  the  regnlar  time,  and 
before  the  qaestioa  on  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  Bud  he  lelt  sendble  of  the 
kindness  of  the  geutieman  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  protest  had  not  been  read,  and  from  the 
general  terms  nsed  in  preeenting  it,  might  have 
been  snppoeed  to   embrace   boOi   bull,      It^ 


however,  relates  to  the  next  bill ;  to  tbfs,  the 
delegation  offer  no  resistance. 

Ii&.  SravKKSorr  then  stated  that  he  shoald 
withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  question  on  this 
bill,  and  renew  it  on  the  other,  with  tie  view 
he  had  stated, 

Ur.  WxBBixB  said,  that  he  presumed  the  mo- 
tion and  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, had  been  called  forth  by  the  observa- 
tions which  he  hod  made  when  the  sentlemtn 
from  Gowgia  had  risen  to  present  the  paper. 
I  noderstood,  aald  Ur.  W.,  that  the  genUeman 
was  dedrons  to  present  a  protest ;  the  honr  of 
the  day,  for  the  pFesentation  of  ench  a  p^wr, 
was  then  past ;  and  I  could  not  suppose  it  to 
te  the  wiui  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  en- 
ter a  protest  witlr  respect  to  a  certain  bill,  till 
that  bill  should  be  at  its  passage,  or  shoald 
have  been  pase«d.  He  certainly  had  no  oljjee- 
tion  to  the  gentleman's  pursuing  any  course,  in 
respect  to  thia  matter,  which  the  constitution 
allowed.  On  the  subject  of  protests,  he  be- 
lieved, the  oonstitntiun  was  silent;  and  the 
practice  waa  unprecedented,  except,  he  be- 
lieved. In  a  single  ease,  where  a  member  had 
been  permitted  to  enter  on  the  Journals  hb  dis- 
sent, with  the  reasons  of  it,  to  some  act  of  the 
House.  The  practice  was  one,  which  might 
become  very  inconvenient,  if  frequently  por- 
sued.  In  the  present  case,  ne  took  it  for  ^^t- 
ed,  liat  the  paper  which  uie  gentleman  wished 
to  present,  was,  both  in  matter  and  nuinner,  iQ 
that  it  ought  to  be ;  his  ol^ectioD  had  only 
been  to  the  time  at  which  it  was  offered. 
Whether  a  protest  might  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  uiis  House,  he  did  not  know.  He 
should  preenme,  that  snch  «  practice  might 
produce  some  inoonvenienoe ;  but  he  had  not 
the  least  desire  to  prevent  the  gentleman  fr«m 
taking  any  conrse,  in  reroeot  to  the  pifwit 
which  might  be  allowed  by  the  rules  of  the 
Honse. 

Ur,  FoBSTTB  said  he  believed  it  was  strictly 
in  order  to  present  the  paper  now.  As  to  its 
ftirther  disposition,  it  might  be  settled  to-m<a^ 
row,  or  on  any  other  day.  And  as  all  he 
wished,  with  respect  to  thia  bill,  was  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  having  this  paper  read,  be- 
fore it  passed,  he  hoped  tie  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  wonld  withdraw  his  motion  for 
postponement. 

Ur.  Btbtknsoit  asBent«d :  and  the  following 
protest  was  then  presented  by  Mr.  Fobstts, 
and  read  at  the  Clerk's  table : 

"  The  Preeident  of  the  United  States  hiving  sab- 
n^tted  to  tbe  Bouse  of  Rcpresentativeii,  a  cactnct 
made  by  Jsmes  Barbour,  Secretsry  of  War,  wid 
certain  Indians  of  tbe  Creek  tribe,  doted  the  SGih 
day  of  January,  ISSfl,  which  hss  been  ratiSed,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  bsvlog  asked  of  Congrtsa  an 
appropriation  to  carry  It  into  effect,  the  nndei^ 
signed  Rcprasentalivea  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
feci  It  their  duly  respectfully  to  represent  to  lbs 

"  That,  by  a  cootiaot  node  at  tha  Indian  ^dan 
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between  certain  Clue&  of  the  Creek  tribe,  and  the 
Commissionen  of  the  Coiled  States,  on  the  I2th 
Eebnurj,  1S2G,  the  olalm  of  the  Creek  Indiaoa  to 
the  lutd  occupied  by  that  tribe  in  Geor^U,  tbs  ex- 
tntgai^hed,  and  provision  made  for  their  remoTal, 
bj  the  1st  da;  of  September,  1829: 

"  That  thia  contract  vaa,  on  tbe  Tth  of  Harch, 
ISSS,  duly  and  BOlemnly  ratiSed  and  proclaimed,  by 
the  Pnadcnt  of  the  United  States,  actiog  by  the 
•d*Joe  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate;  and 
that  Congress,  antidpsting  Buch  contract,  bad  ap- 
pcopriated  tbe  sum  of  SID,000  dollars,  tovarda  the 
eiecntiooof  it.  This  contract  partiaUy  fnlBlled,  on 
tbe  part  of  the  United  States,  tbeic  obligation 
utderthe  compact  with  GeAgia,  of  I80S;  and  re- 
moved e<ery  difficulty  interposed  by  the  oconpatJon 
of  the  Creek  Indians,  to  the  full  exercise  of  all  the 
Tested  rights  of  the  State,  otof  a  considerable  poi^ 
tion  of  her  soil  and  territory ; 

"  That  tbe  nndendgned  ar«  under  the  solemn  con- 
Tletioii,  that  neither  the  President  alone,  omt  the 
Freadent  and  Senate  ooryointlr,  nor  the  OoTem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  hare  ^y  constitutional 
power,  wmMnt  the  consent  of  Georgia,  to  Interrupt 
or  inVaUdate,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  the 
rights  seenred  to  that  State,  by  this  contract,  made 
In  oliedianee  to  an  act  of  Congress,  and  ratified 
with  oU  due  solemnity : 

"  That  the  new  contract,  for  which  an  approprla^ 
tion  Is  now  asked,  differs  from  that  of  the  Indian 
Springa,  in  this,  that  it  does  not  provide  for  the  re- 
moval of  tbe  Creek  Indians  prior  to  IBS'!,  and  does 


Ifr.  Cajtr  said  he  ehould  have  ottered  noth- 
ing npon  this  question,  bnt  for  the  remarks  of 
tte  gentleman  from  Masaachnsetts,  (Mr,  Wbb- 
STXs,)  ooncerniDg  the  paper  offered  for  admit- 
tance on  the  journals.  That  gentleman,  smd 
Mr.  0.,  seemed  to  consider  it  as  strictly  and 
t«cbnlcally  a  protest ;  directly  relating  to,  and 
connected  vith,  the  act  appropriating  money  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Creek  compact  or  treiaty, 
lately  solemnized  at  Washington.  lie  bod 
treated  it  aa  merely  a  detail  of  reasons,  by  & 
minority,  for  their  votes  upon  the  appropria- 
tion bill;  and  had,  from  that  Tiew,  inferred  his 
argument  against  the  privile^  songht :  antid- 

SDting  that  great  inconvemence  might  enaoo 
'om  the  astablishmeut  of  anch  a  precedent. 
Now,  sir,  hy  this  criterion,  the  paper  offered  ia 
certainly  not  regularly  a  protest.  I  voted 
affirmatively  for  the  appropriation,  and  yet  I 
have  signed  what  ia  caUed  the  protest.  In  thb 
course,  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  take,  I 
can  see  no  iaconsistencj  or  contradiction.  If 
the  paper  be  considered  what  I  think  it  is — not 
a  protest^  aBsigiiing  the  reaaons  for  negative 
votes,  but  a  substantive  declaration  by  the 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  that  the  State 
waives  no  rights  which  it  may  have  legally  ao- 
qnired,  by  the  compact  of  the  Indian  Springs, 
their  silence  and  acquiescence  might  be  con- 
strued into  a  waiver.  Against  that  conclusion 
ipressly  provide  for  their  removal  from  all '  it  was  the  design  of  tlie  paper  to  goard,  I 
the  landaoccupied  by  them  in  Georgia.  The  under-  defy  ^ny  one  to  discover  a  repugnance  between 
d'ned  are,  therefore,  compelled,  by  a  just  Eense  of  ^  ^igaMuT6  to  this  protest,  and  an  affirmative 
lAat«duetoGeors«^toprotest,asAeydon.o8t  ^^^^  j^e  passing  of  the  biU.  I  repeat,  tbe 
^rLT,rofXTnil.'n"  wtft^I  Ve^S.1  ^r^}"  ^"f-  ^'^  solely  to  .the'conduct 
Bepnaenlatives,  leaving  it  to  tbe  constitntioaal  or-  fina  v.ews  of  the  delegation,  as  mte^id  Md 
g.^  of  the  State  sovtreignty  to  vindicate  or  to  Substantive  members  of  a  oompound  body 
waive  those  rights,  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety,    without  any  reference  to  the  votes  of  either  of 


their  duty  to  Qm  people  of  tbe  Slate,  and  their 
erenoe  for  tbe  nnion  of  the  States  under  the  Fed- 
eial  ConatitDlion,  may  dictate. 

ALnilD  CUTHSBXT, 

Oio.  Ciar, 
johw  pobstth, 
Edw.  F.  Taitkill, 
C.  E.  HiTKia, 

WlLIT   ThOKPSOH, 
JaMIB  UCBUWRBia,* 

Mr.  Hatiiss  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
ttpon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  call  was 
sustained  by  the  House,  and  tbe  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeaa 
187,  nays  10. 

So  the  bin  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  8ea- 


Wednigdat,  Uay  10, 
Mr.  FoKartB  submitted  the  following ; 
Sfolttd,  That  the  following  protest,  presented 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georpa,  yss- 
terdaj,  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House. 
'   Mr.  WcBsns  made  a  number  of  remarks,  tend- 
ing to  show  the  inconvenience  of  the  practice  of 
reeording  protests,  should  it  become  prevalent, 
and  referred  to  the  only  two  precedents  extant 


them  upon  the  bill,  with  which  It  la 'no  other- 
wise connected  than  as  the  oconrrcnce  of  the 
bill  in  the  orders  of  the  day  has  furnished  a  fit 
opportumty  for  its  presentation  to  the  House. 

I  supported  the  oppropriation  for  the  new 
treaty,  without  thereby  yielding,  or  intending 
to  yield,  auy  sanction  to  the  course  which  hod 
aimed  to  abrogate  the  first,  and  consummate 
the  last,  oorapact  The  Prendent  and  Senate 
had  acted  in  this  aff^r  within  their  own  pecu- 
liar province ;  and  upon  their  own  retqionsibU- 
ity.  The  Bepresentatives  of  Oeoi^a  had  been, 
and  were,  placed  in  a  sinralar  and  delicate  sit- 
uation. For  one,  I  thonglit  it  my  duty  to  aid 
in  realizing  to  my  Btate,  all  tbe  advantages 
which  the  second  treaty  might  prodnce,  and  at 
the  some  time  to  exercise  the  consistent  right 
of  protesting,  in  her  behalf  as  a  sovereign 
community,  against  any  implication  of  a  sur- 
render of  the  benefits  she  might  be  supposed  to 
have  acquired  by  the  first.  Whatever  thosa 
rights,  against  the  implied  ooncession  of  which 
we  ask  to  be  permitted  to  guard,  I  hope  they 
will  he  temperately  asserted,  aqd  constitution- 
ally secured.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  bo  competent  to  decide  the  nn- 
fortuiiate  contest,  if  any  shall  arise.  As  to  tbe 
objeolion  to  what  we  ol^m  in  this  instance,  oa 
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the  grotind  of  danger  of  inconvenienoe  fhim 
tiie  precedent,  I  esteem  it  iacoDBiderable.  Ko 
BQch  case  had  ever  before  occurred  in  the  his- 
torf  of  the  conntrj.  None  sach  is  Kkelj  to 
oocnr  bereafter,  I  hope  the  HouBe  vrill  accord 
to  DS  the  priTilege  which  we  ask. 

The  qnestion  was  then  takea,  and  the  reafAa- 
tion  adopted — ajes  63,  noes  61. 

Fbiday,  Maj  12. 
Aeeomntt  ^  2£t.  Monroe. 

The  Hoiue  proceeded  to  the  ooiuideration  of 
the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe;" 
which  is  as  follows : 

**£»  it  tnaeltd,  ^,  That  tb«  8eCTetBr<r  of  the 
Treasar?  be,  and  he  U  hereby,  authniizcd  and  re- 
qolred  to  caoM  to  be  paid  to  James  Uonroe,  out  of 
any  luu^tpropriated  tnoneji  ia  the  Treiaarjr,  the 
Mm  of  flfteaa  thousand  five  hundred  and  tturtj- 
three  doUaca  and  thirty-five  cents,  with  interest 
Stoia  the  third  daj  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ten,  nniil  paid." 

Ur.  S^riniKBa  proceeded  to  state  his  objeo- 
tdons  to  several  Items  of  the  bill,  particularly 
the  allowance  of  f3,7S0,  for  salary,  from  Ist 
Jannary,  1T07,  when  Mr.  Monroe  obtmoed  his 
andiencB  of  leave  at  the  Gonrt  of  France,  till 
the  SOth  of  April,  when  he  embarked  for  the 
ilnited  Btates ;  also,  to  the  allowance  of 
(437  68,  for  contingent  expenses,  while  Mr. 
Monroe  was  detained  in  England,  (after  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake.)  He  conclnded  by 
moving  to  strike  out  the  snm  appropriated, 
leaving  the  blank  to  be  filled  with  some  less 
amount. 

Mr.  Mebcxr  advocated,  with  great  warmth, 
the  whole  bill,  replying,  at  length,  to  the  olyec- 
tions,  and  strongly  urging  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  Eo  eulogized  the  character  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  insisted  on  the  value  and  impor- 
tance 01  his  diplomatic  services,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  idiowance  of  interest,  and  decided  '     ■' 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  BO  to  73. 

So  the  ameadment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAtrNDasB  now  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  ont  the  Bom  appropriated. 

Before  the  question  was  token,  Mr.  LivDia- 
BioN  rose,  and  said : 

Sir:  While  I  feel  grateful  for  the  handsome, 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  the  mer- 
ited enloginm,  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia  bos  paid  to  the  character  of  my  deceased 
brother,  I  mnst  not  omit  to  rectify  one  error 
into  which  the  gentleman  has  inadvertently 
follen,  in  stating  the  great  services  which  the 
lato  President  had  rendered  to  his  country- 
Bervices  which  no  one  apppreciates  at  a  high* 
rate  than  I  do,  and  in  the  ncrformance  of 
which,  part  of  the  debt  whicn  we  are  now 
about  to  pay  was  incurred.  In  enumerating 
these  services,  the  gentleman  adverted  to  his 
■peoial  mission  for  making  the  Louinana  treaty, 
and  stated  that,  tmtil  his  arriral,  the  resident 
""  '  '   r,  with  oU  hia  exertions,  had  been  able 


to  effect  nothing;  that  the  debts  due  to  vnr 
citizens  remained  unpaid ;  and  be  gives  ns  to 
iderstoud  that  the  aoquimtion  of  Loaisiana 
must  be  attribnted  to  the  exertions  and  diplo- 
niatjo  skill  of  Mr.  Monroe.  Now,  sir,  with 
the  most  sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  im- 
portant services  that  gentleman  has  rendered 
to  his  country,  and  wiUi  the  greatest  reluctance 


port  by  my  vote,  and  would  by  mj  argnmenta, 
if  I  could  snggest  any  more  convincing  thaa 
those  which  have  been  so  ably  and  eloquently 
m^ed  by  the  gentieman  from  Yiivinia ;  I  yet 
have  a  dnty  to  perform,  which  oMiges  me  to 
give  to  the  House  some  account  of  ^e  state  of 
the  negotiation  with  France  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Konroe's  arrival.  It  may,  besides  the  principal 
object  I  have  in  view,  be  interesting  as  a  lus- 
torical  fact. 

The  statoment  made  by  the  gentieman  from 
Yirginia,  of  the  hopeless  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion, is  perfectiy  correct,  if  applied  to  a  time 
s<»newbat  anterior  to  Mr.  Monroe's  amvaL 
An  indifference  to  our  complaints,  evofdone  of 
the  dearest  cMms  npon  their  justioe,  inatten- 
tion to  the  most  ni^nt  representotiona,  for  a 
long  time  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Cabinet  Disgusted  with  all  these  dip- 
lomatic manoeuvres  of  the  Ministers,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston resolved  on  a  bold  and  unosnal  meas- 
ure :  the  expression  of  a  sincere  admiration  for 
the  character  of  the  extraordinary  man  who 
was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Government  of 
France ;  a  prudent  resolve  to  have  no  political 
connection  with,  and  to  give  no  countenance 
to  any  party  there,  more  particularly  to  that 
which,  calling  itself  Republican,  natural Ij 
looked  for  aid  from  the  Minister  of  a  Bepoblic 
An  established  reputation  for  honor  and  integ- 
rity, and  celebrity  as  a  man  of  literature  and 
science,  had  g^ven  him  a  personal  influence 
with  the  First  Consul,  of  which  he  was  deter- 
mined to  try  the  extent  He  had  studied  his 
character,  and  thooglit  that,  if  he  could  enlist 
the  military  pride  and  love  of  &me  which  en- 
tered BO  lai^ly  into  the  formation  of  that 
character,  on  the  side  of  jasticc,  that  much 
might  1)B  done.  .Leaving,  therefore,  the  beaten 
route  of  official  notes  to  Ministers,  he  addressed 
the  principal  himself.  Ue  made  a  short  and 
pidn,  bat  forcible,  statement  of  the  claims  of 
oar  citizens;  he  showed  the  injustice  that  bad 
been  done  to  them ;  he  adroitiy  availed  himself 
of  the  national  interest  that  had  been  excited 
in  fhvor  of  France ;  showed  the  value  of  the 
supplies  (on  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
founded)  to  her  colonies ;  contrasted  the  confi- 
dence and  good  faith  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
rapacity  and  infidelity  to  engagements,  with 
which  they  had  been  received,  and  the  antici- 
pated payment  of  our  engagement  to  France^ 
with  her  delays,  and  refusals  to  do  ns  jUEdce;' 
hinted  at  the  advantage  which  England  might 
make  of  the  unfriendly  dispoution  which  snch 
conduct  wu  calculated  to  exdte;  and  oodp 
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eluded  witli  b  ehort  appeal  to  the  fee]inga  of 
tbe  First  Consul,  on  those  points  in  which  he 
knew  he  could  moat  sensibV  be  tonched — hia 
personal  reputation,  tbe  dishonor  of  breaking 
engagements  be  himself  had  made,  tbe  repnta- 
tkoi  to  be  aeqnired  \>j  &  strict  perfoimaitoe  of 
contracts,  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
word  of  a  soldier  and  a  man  of  honor.  After 
tuging  these  considerations,  in  the  Btrongest 
manner,  it  was  saggested  that,  if  the  embar- 
raaanents  of  the  Treasary,  naturally  resnlttng 
from  a  long  and  expensive  war,  jnst  tlien 
clo^  and  the  prospect  of  its  renewal,  should 
render  the  payment  or  the  Arnding  of  Uie  debt 
iDctmrenient,  that  means  might  be  foand,  (eri- 
dentlj  pointing  to  a  porchose  of  Lonisjana,) 
which  would  not  only  satisfy  our  cltums,  but 
rdiere  some  of  the  eiigencies  of  the  State. 
To  this  was  added,  the  risk  of  losing  the  colo- 
ny, if  war,  then  duly  expected,  shoidd  ag^n 
break  onL  These,  with  other  considerations, 
were  Btrongly  ur^  in  the  letter.  This  ad- 
dren,  althoogh  not  in  the  nsaal  course  of  di- 
plomtcy,  was  well  received,  and  seems  to  have 
ud  the  effect  that  was  expected :  for  a  com- 
tnimication  was  immediately  made  to  the  Min- 
iater,  in  which  none  of  the  osnal  evasions  or 
sablerfnges  were  resorted  to ;  it  contained  an 
explicit  promise  that  the  Ajnericaa  claims 
dionld  be  honorably  adjusted  and  speedily 
piid.  To  prevent  speculatiou,  as  well  as  to 
create  an  additional  tie  on  the  French  Govem- 
Dwot,  Jlr.  Livingston  immediately  gave  notice 
to  tbe  agents  of  tbe  cMmants  in  France,  that 
he  bad  received  a  promise,  on  which  he  relied, 
for  theirpayroent ;  and  at  the  same  time  wroto 
to  tbe  United  States,  giving  a  similar  notice, 
desring  it  to  be  made  poblio,  and  advising  tho 
ereditors  not  to  part  with  their  debts.  This 
was  in  the  latter  part  of  February  or  the  bo- 
^aniiig  of  Uarch.  llr.  Uouroe  did  not  arrive 
m  Paris  until  the  12th  of  April  following. 
After  this  promise  of  payment,  Mr.  Livingston 
did  not  oease  to  urge  its  fulfilment,  and,  besides 
theasualand  obvious  argtunents  contained  in 
his  (bnner  not«8,  he  stated  that  he  had  the  per- 
Kaal  eumgement  of  the  First  Consul,  on 
which  he  nad  so  much  relied,  that  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  countrymen  for  its  pnnc- 
tuJ  perfbrmance ;  that  the  season  for  evasions 
and  delays  was  past ;  and  that  he  had  the  full- 
tct  confidence  in  the  honor  and  faith  that  bad 
Ixen  pledged  for  doing  justice  to  his  oountry- 
Bwo.     Thus  urged  for  the  performance  of  a 

Cise  which  he  himself  con^dered  as  an 
rable  one,  but  without  the  means  of  per- 
fimuiig  it  in  tHie  way,  the  First  Consul  re- 
(olved  to  comply  with  it  in  the  other,  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  Ifinister ;  and  there  is 
the  strongest  reason  to  believe  that  a  resolution 
to  nU  was  taken  in  Council  some  days  before 
Hr.  konroe  arrived  in  France ;  but  what  is 
ccUin,  ia,  that  the  day  before  his  arrival  in 
Piria,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  proposed  to 
Mr.  Liringston,  by  Talleyrand.  Mr.  L.  hod 
tbsB  heard,  either  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  arrived 
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at  Havre,  or  was  hourly  expected,  with  powers 
on  that  subject,  and,  of  course,  declined  any 
explicit  answer  nutil  he  should  arrive.  Talley- 
rand then  pretended  that  he  spoke  without  au- 
thority. But,  within  two  days  after,  so  urgent 
was  the  French  Cabinet  to  conclude  the  sale, 
that  one  of  the  French  Hinistry,  an  old  and  in- 
timate Mond  of  Mr.  Livingston,  called  on  him 
the  day  or  tbe  day  after  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival, 
but  before  he  had  presented  his  credentials, 
before  be  bad  taken,  or  could  take,  a  siuglo 
step  in  the  negotiation,  and  explicitly  offered, 
by  authority  of  the  First  Consul,  to  cede  the 
province,  for  a  sum  very  little  beyond  that 
which  was  aflerwards  a^«ed  to  be  ^ven  by 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Livingston.  Tbe  way 
was  paved  for  this  important  acquisition,  by 
official  notes,  indirect  comrannicatioos,  and 
printed  essays,  showing  the  little  value  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France,  the  question  that  would  arise 
with  the  United  States  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  right  of  deposit 
secured  to  us  by  Spain,  and  (he  certainty  of  ita 
conquest^  if  the  war  should  be  renewed  witli 
Great  Britain.  Bo  thot,  when  Mr.  Monroe's 
health  permitted  him,  after  his  arrival,  to  take 
part  in  the  negotiation,  every  thing  was  done, 
but  fixing  the  price.  In  this  be  co-operated 
with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  they  produced  a  dim- 
inution from  13,000,000,  exclusive  of  our  own 
clfums,  which  was  the  stmi  demanded,  to 
1,000,000,  also  exclusive  of  those  cl^ms.  The 
resutte  of  tliat  treaty  have  been  most  beneficial 
to  tbe  United  States.  The  measures  and  argn* 
ments  which  led  to  it,  have  frequently  been 
det^led  to  me  by  my  debased  relation.  He 
foresaw  the  advantages  that  must  result  to  thia 
country  from  the  acquisition,  and  he  felt  an 
honest  pride  in  having  been  instrumental  in  ob- 
taining it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  SO,  noes  92. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  taken,  at  tho  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Loso,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ayes  lOS,  noes  67. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  rix 
o'clock.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent 
in  the  diaooauon  of  private  bills. 

TuxsDAT,  May  18. 

Bdhama  BoMkt,  Floridn  R^fi,  and  .fioltf-m- 

the-WalL 


"Bfclvtd,  That  the  Prutdent  of  the  United 
States  be  reqnesled  to  inTonn  this  Houso  vhctticr 
any  engagement  has  been  made  with  the  Oovcm- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  in  conaequenceof  the  rcsolu- 
tlon  of  this  House,  of  the  23d  December,  1823,  re- 
questing that  a  negotbtSon  should  be  opened  for 
the  cession  of  certain  Keys  on  the  Bahima  Banka.'* 
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."  Saelved,  TbiX  the  Prerfdent  be  reqnested  to 
open  a  DegoUation  with  the  Spanish  GovenimcDt 
tor  the  ceBsioD  of  a  proper  dtnatioQ  for  a  LlghC- 
HouM  OQ  one  of  the  Double-Headed-ShoC  Eeye,  to 
beusedBolel^for  the  purpose  of  Buch  Idght-Hoose." 

Ur.  FoBBTTH  asked  for  b  diviBJon ;  and  the 

SnestioQ  waa  accordingly  stated  on  agreeing  to 
le  first  of  the  resolauona. 
The  first  resolution  being  nnder  conaidera- 

IJr.  LiviKoeToii  said,  that  it  gnv  ont  of  a 
osure  adopted  on  the  23d  December,  1823, 
which  day,  two  resolutions,  which  ho  bad 
tiie  honor  to  propose,  were  adopted  by  the 
House.  By  the  first,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  cession  of  a  part  of  the  island  of  Abaca, 
near  a  place  called  the  Hole-in- the-Wall,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  light^honae, 
and  to  be  used  solely  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
for  leave  to  place  buoys  on  the  Bahama  Banks, 
for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  ship  channel 
across  them.  In  consequence  of  t}iis  resolu- 
tion, the  President  gave  instructions  to  Ur. 
Bush,  our  Uinister  in  Ixtndon,  who  immediate- 
ly made  the  application ;  but,  contrary  to  every 
reasonable  expectation,  it  proved  a  fruitless 
one,  Lnmediately  after  the  acquisiti 
Florida,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
made  provision  for  building  light-liousea  and 
Btationmg  floating  lights,  fixing  beacons  and 
anchoring  buoys,  along  the  dangerous  coast  of 
Florida,  which  forms  the  north  and  the  west 
limit  of  the  Gnlf  Stream,  at  the  point  where 
the  irregularity  and  rapidity  of  its  current 
makes  it  most  dangerous.  The  advantages  of 
these  meaanres  were  not  oonfined  to  our  own 
navigation ;  that  of  ell  the  world,  trading  to 
tbe  West  Indies,  and  to  the  ports  of  Uexico, 
were  eqnally  benefited  by  them ;  but  no  nation 
enjoyed  this  benefit  in  a  greater  degree  than 
Great  Britain ;  all  her  homeward  trade  re- 
tained through  the  Gulf;  that  trade 
inunense  value,  and  It  was  therefore  reasonable 
to  expect  that,  in  oonstderation  of  onr  lighting 
one  side  of  this  dangerous  passage,  at  our  ex- 
pense, she  would  make  no  difGcuIty  of  ceding 
to  us  a  few  yards  square  of  barren  rock, 
irhich  we  might  expend  other  sums  of  our  o 
money,  in  making  ^miisi  establishments 
the  other  side  of  the  passage.  Contrary  to 
every  reasonable  expectation,  this  was  denied ; 
hut  we  were  told  that,  if  we  would  agree  to 
pay  them  a  toll,  they  wonld  bnild  tJie  light- 
honses  themselves.  This,  as  Uiey  must  have 
known,  waa,  without  hedtation,  deolined ;  and 
here  the  negotiatjon,  as  the  result  was  com- 
municated by  the  Pre^dent  to  tlie  House, 
rested. 

The  object  of  the  first  resolution,  Ifr.  L.  sta- 
ted, was.  to  know  whether  any  further  pro- 
r(  had  been  made  Huce  that  time.  If,  said 
L.,  it  shall  appear  that  Great  Britain  should 
persevere  in  the  narrow,  contracted  policy, 
vhich  dictated  her  answer  to  onr  f^jJioation — 
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if  money  is  her  object,  it  must  be  fHimished ; 
not  in  the  shape  of  toll,  that  wonld  be  too  de- 
grading ;  but  a  sum  in  gross,  equal  to  the  cost 
of  the  bnildings,  and  to  the  capital  sufficient  to 
produce  an  interest  equal  to  the  annual  cost  of 
supporting  them,  must  be  vbH  ;  and  the  Hdqsb, 
on  seeing  such  a  state  of  things,  would  un- 
doubtedly provide  the  necessary  fands.  Oar 
increasing  commerce  in  that  quarter,  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  outward  bound  passage,  near 
the  Banks,  as  well  as  the  homeward  course, 
through  the  Stream,  should  be  lighted  like  a 
street.  Let  Great  Britain,  if  she  thought  it 
consistent  with  her  dignity,  enjoy  this  advan- 
tage, at  onr  expense.  It  is  one  we  must  incur, 
not  only  for  the  interest  of  onr  commerce,  but 
for  the  greater  one  of  humanity ;  and  it  would 
be  no  drawback  on  the  satisfaction  we  must 
feel,  from  a  knowledge  that,  by  onr  care  and 
at  our  expense,  hundreds  of  valuable  lives  were 
saved — it  would  be  no  diminution,  I  say,  of 
pleasure,  this  circumstance  must  afford,  thit 
many  of  thoae  thus  saved  were  subjects  of  the 
power  that  churlishly  refused  to  concur  in  a 
work,  eqnally  demanded  by  humanity  and  in- 
terest. It  would,  perhaps,  diminish  the  profita 
of  some  seventy'  or  eighty  owners  of  wreckers, 
and  force  some  five  or  six  hundred  black  or 
white  British  Bahama  sailors  to  find  other  em- 
ployment. But  I  cannot,  sir,  I  will  not,  be- 
lieve that  this  contemptible  interest  had  fuiy 
infiuence  upon  the  measnrea  of  the  En^ish 
Government — I  rather  wish  to  believe  that  the 
snbject  waa  not  fully  understood,  and  that  ws 
shall  soon  hear  that  an  answer,  more  conform- 
able to  the  good  intelligence  that  reigns  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  has  been  given.  I  will 
only  now  remark,  that  the  United  States  baa 

firovided  for  the  erection  and  support  of  four 
ight-houses  and  one  floating  light,  besides 
buoys  and  beacon^  on  our  side  of  the  stream, 
and  that  all  we  desire  is  the  liberty  to  erect  Mje 
on  a  bore  rock,  on  which  nothing  bnt  a  sea-tord 
can  at  present  rest 

■While  I  am  up,  in  order  to  avoid  agun 
troubling  the  House,  I  will  say  a  word  or  tvo 
on  the  subject  of  the  second  resolution,  al- 
though it  is  not  immediately  under  considera- 
tion.  At  the  point  where  the  Gulf  Stream 
(which  to  this  place  preserves  an  eastwardly 
course)  turns  to  the  north,  there  are  certain 
bare  rocks,  without  a  rood  of  earth  upon  them; 
some  nearly  level  with  the  sea,  others  rising 
abruptly  a  few  feet  above  it ;  separated  from 
each  other  by  very  narrow  but  deep  channel*, 
and  from  the  Boliama  Banks  by  a  wide,  navi- 
gable passage,  and  from  a  sandy  island  called 
Key  Sal,  by  a  very  narrow  one.  These  rocta 
are  called  the  Double-headed-shot  Keys.  Their 
position  renders  them  eitremely  dangerous  to 
navigation  in  their  present  state ;  bnt,  at  the 
same  time,  would  make  them  an  Invaluable 
point  of  departure,  if  one  of  them  waa  crowned 
with  an  elevated  light 

At  the  time,  before  referred  to,  I  had  tha 
honor  of  drawing  the  attenlion  of  the  E<nN 
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hitioD,  founded  on  the  gituBtion  and  nature  of 
Ibeae  rocks,  naoocnpied  and  unfit  fbr  occnpa- 
tion  for  aaj  other  purpose  but  that  of  a  ligat- 
honie,  separated  from  the  banks  and  islands  hj 
a  deep  ehaimel — and  thsf  directed  the  Secre- 
taiT  of  Slote  to  inquire  whether  thej  might 
not,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  be  taken 
bj  the  right  of  occnpstion,  and  used  for  that 
pnrposa.  In  answer  to  this,  wo  got  no  opinion, 
bat  a  correspondence  between  Commodore  Por- 
ter and  the  Captun-General  of  Cnba,  bj  which 
it  appears  that  the  Donble-heoded-shot  Keys 
were  claimed  hj  Bpain,  as  an  appendage  to 
Kej  6al;  and,  from  the  friendiy  dispo^tion 
diown  bj  that  ootrespondenoe,  it  was  hoped 


ilar  occasion;  and  on  this,  was  founded  the 
second  resolntion. 

Kr.  L,  said  he  was  snre  he  need  not  urge  the 
importance  of  the  sabject  embraced  hj  these 
resolations,  not  onl;  to  the  port  he  represent- 
ed, but  to  the  whole  commercial  interest  of 
the  Union.  The;'  had  repeated!;  shown  that 
tbej'  felt  this  importance,  and  had  acted,  in 
Donseqnenoe  of  it,  precise!/  in  the  mode  point- 
ed  ont  h;  these  resolntions.  It  was  in  evidence 
before  the  Hoase,  that,  in  tlie  Itist  year  alone, 
more  tlian  half  a  million  of  property,  and  many 
Talnable  lives,  had  been  lost  in  this  navigation, 
wtiicli,  A-om  being  one  of  the  most  dangerous, 
ooold  be  made,  by  prqper  precautions,  the  most 
safe  on  the  ocean. 

Tlie  first  of  the  above  resolations  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  second  of  these  resolutions  bebg  nnder 
consideration — 

Mr.  FoBSYTn  said,  the  resolution  related  to  a 
nibject  no  donbt  of  interest  to  the  section  of 
the  country  represented  by  the  mover,  and  to 
the  navigators  along  the  coast  of  tbe  Oolf  of 
Uexieo.  There  wodd  bo  no  donbt  of  the  pro- 
priety of  Eieontive  attention  to  it,  but  Mr.  F. 
b^ieved  it  was  altogether  iir^^nlar  for  the 
Honse  to  requat  the  PreMdent  to  eieroise  any 
ot  his  coQStitntional  powers.  It  hod  been 
done,  it  was  true,  bnt  very  noprofitably.  If 
we  can  properly  request  the  President  to  nego- 
tiate in  small  matters,  we  can  in  great ;  if  we 
eon  request  him  to  negotiate  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, we  can  request  him  to  perform  any  other 
of  his  Executive  duties ;  remove  an  obnoxious 
officer ;  place  a  particular  and  fitvorite  construc- 
tion onanactof  Congress;  appointafavoredper- 
sontoavacantoffice,&c.  It  had  even  been  doubt- 
ed in  tbe  House,  during  tbe  seswou,  whether  we 
could  properly  express  on  opinion  on  purticuUr 
nibjectfl  of  foreign  intercoarse.  Mr.  F.'s  doc- 
trine on  this  point  hod  been  folly  explained, 
but,  as  he  had  been  grossly  misrepresented,  he 
would  state,  in  a  word,  what  it  was.  The 
power  of  the  House  to  express  its  opinion,  was 
undoubted,  Ur.  ¥.  thought  it  never  should  be 
exercised,  to  urge  the  Execntite  to  negotiation. 
There  was  always  a  Bufficieut  pronenesa  to  act 


In  the  Executive ;  it  should  be  exerted  to  re- 
stnun  Executive  action,  when  it  threatened 
injury  to  the  public. 
The  second  resolution  was  then  also  agreed  to. 

TnuBBSAY,  Uay  18. 
Tht  LoiU  Commodore  Perry. 

3fr.  Pbteb  offered  the  following : 

Baolvai,  That  tho  Secretary  of  tha  Kavy  be  In- 
ttrocted  to  came  tho  remains  of  Commodore  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry  to  be  removed  from  the  Sgland  of 
Trinidad,  in  a  publla  vessel  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  hkve  the  tame  ocHiveyed  to  Newport,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  demand- 
ed, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pbtxr,  in  Hnbmitting  the  resolution,  ob- 
served, that,  as  a  gentleman  from  5oath  Caro- 
lina, before  him,  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
widow  of  Oommodoro  Perry,  written  subse- 
quently to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  itt  wnicb  that  lady  hod  expressed 
the  most  anxious  desire  for  the  removal  of  the 
remtuns  of  her  husband  to  the  soil  of  that 
oonutry  whose  fame  he  had  bo  highly  honored 
and  enriched,  ho  hoped  that  the  resolution 
would  now  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr,  Hamilton  said:  I  nse,  sir,  for  the  pnr- 

Cjae  of  confirming  what  my  friend  from  Mary- 
nd  has  stated  to  the  House.  It  is  true  that  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  our 
Umented  Perry,  and  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power,  without  violating  the  sacredness  and 
seclusion  of  those  grieFs  I  am  bound  to  respect; 
to  read  this  letter  to  those  who  now  hear  me : 
tof  it  would  not  only  show  the  keen  solicitude 
witli  which  ahe  cherishes  the  accomplishment 
of  the  purpose  of  the  resolution,  but  of  what 
sort  of  eloquence  Ouit  is,  which  springs  from 
the  sorrows  of  a  widowed  heart. 

I  hope  that  the  Bouse  will  indulge  me  with 
one  word  more.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred 
which  the  genUeman  fVom  Mat^lai 


e  compre- 
lew.  My 
fell,  that, 


h ended  the  olyeet  v 
friend  and  myself  knew,  perfectly  i 
OS  neither  le^slatiou  nor  appropriation  was  re- 
quired. It  was  fully  within  the  competency  of 
uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have  ordered 
some  one  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  West 
India  squadron  to  touch  at  Trinidad,  and  there 
to  reooive  the  remains  of  our  countryman,  that 
have  so  long  slumbered  under  the  protecting 
chivalry  and  veneration  of  those  who  were 
once  that  very  enemy  whom,  for  na,  he  con- 

Juered.  But,  we  confess,  we  hod  ahigher  aim, 
t  was,  that  this  removal  should  not  be  done  in 
secrecy,  as  a  mere  offering  to  private  affection, 
but  as  a  token  of  public  gratitude  and  esteem ; 
that  we  might  obttun  a  matinct  and  feeliog  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  this  House ;  that 
we  might  hero  say  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, go  on,  and  dischai^the  duties  of  this  pious 
oaioe  1  for  the  little  bark,  however  humble  it 
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may  be,  which  eaila  in  qnoBt  of  Temains  as  dear 
to  thU  oountrj  ta  those  of  Pstroclus  to  the  son 
of  Feleus,  carries,  with  the  ofpress  aronnd  its 
baoner,  the  sorrows  and  tlie  sympathies  of  a 
vhole  people. 

I  know,  «r,  that  a  cold  philoBOpby  tells  db, 
It  matters  not  where  the  poor  dust,  of  which 
tliis  body  is  composed,  moulders  into  a  clod  of 
tite  vfdlcy ;  bnt  the  instincts  and  affections  of 
the  haman  heart  instrnct  ne  in  a  more  amiable 
and  gratifying  lesson.  The  spot  which  holds 
the  ashes  of  the  great  and  good  man  is  not 
alone  a  landmark  where  private  affection  majr 
poor  forth  even  "  the  Inmry  of  its  woe,"  by 
chedshing  ench  memorisls  "  for  secret  looks 
and  Bolitsrj  enjoyment,"  but  it  is  as  it  were  a 
living  school,  where  pairiotlsm  may  lesm 
something  of  its  dntjes,  and  virtue  some  of  ita 
rewards.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  tlie  sole  pur- 
pose that  his  widow  may  be  permitted  to  weep 
over  the  nm  of  her  departed  husband — that 
the  parent  who  gave  him  birth,  stricken  with 
grief  and  age,  may  bend  over  bis  tomb,  and,  in 
the  bitterness  of  her  heart,  deplore  the  sad  re- 
versal of  the  order  of  natare,  that  bad  called 
her  to  moam  over  the  loss  of  snch  a  child — or, 
that  even  bis  sons  may  lay  their  heads  npon 
the  verdant  sod  that  rests  npon  his  bosom,  and, 
at  once,  in  the  sorrows  of  their  bereavement, 
and  in  the  pride  of  his  name,  blesa  the  Al- 
mighty Ood  that  he  had  made  him  such  a  man. 
No,  it  is,  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become 
one  of  the  shrines  of  oar  coontry,  where  those 
who  start  in  the  race  of  honor  and  glory  may 
go  to  pay  their  fond  and  nsefnl  pilgrimsgea — 
^iat  they  may  learn  how  noble  efforts  ore  to 
be  made,  how  the  glorious  palm  is  to  be  won. 

Let  DS,  then,  give  our  cheering  sympathy, 
with  cordial  unanimity,  to  this  too  long  neg- 
lected pnrpose,  and  restore  tbe  ashes  of  our 
friend  to  that  beautiful  island,  the  spot  of  hie 
birth,  where  they  may  sleep,  gnarded  by  the 
valor,  and  cherished  by  the  gratitude  of  its 
people. 

llie  resolntioD  was  agreed  to. 

ITojtfBaidtnt*^  Land  iit  Arhuutu. 

Mr.  Stroko  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  "  ooncerning 
lands  In  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  to  non-residents." 

The  motion  prev^ed ;  and  the  question  lie- 
ing  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  CoHWAT  said  he  was  sorry  that  the  bill 
before  the  Honse  had  been  called  up  out  of  its 
order.  It  was  not  expected  by  him,  and  be 
was,  therefore,  not  prepared,  at  this  moment, 
to  present  to  the  House  his  objections  to  its 
passage.  Those  objections  conld  not  be  made 
properly,  without  a  particular  reference  to  the 
revenneJawB  of  Arkansas;  and  he  bad  not  them 
here :  they  were  at  bis  room  among  his  books. 

Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr.  0.,  1 
can  only  submit  to  the  Honse,  in  general  terms, 
what  I  have  to  say  npon  tlie  subject.  The  first 
and  greatest  otjeotion  QM  1  have  to  the  pro- 
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posed  law,  is,  that  it  will  derange  the  whole 
revenue  system  of  Arkansas,  and  consume,  in 
its  operations,  the  whole  tax  on  non-resident 
lands ;  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  of  those 
lands  an  expense  much  greater  than  they  have 
now  to  pay.  By  the  kws  of  Arkansas,  the 
assessment  is  made  In  January  of  esfh  year, 
and  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  enter  into 
bonds  to  collect  and  pay  over  the  taies  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  to  settle  with  the  Anditor  by 
the  first  of  December ;  and,  if  the  tax  on  lands 
cannot  be  collected,  without  doing  so,  th« 
sheriff  is  authorized  to  sell  as  much  of  the  land 
as  will  pay  the  amount  due,  the  sale  to  tak« 
place  on  the  first  Monday  of  November ;  sixlj 
days'  notice  being  given  of  the  sale,  by  pub- 
lishing a  list  of  t£o  lands  in  some  newspaper 
in  the  Territory.  Lands  tlms  sold  are  redeem- 
able for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  sale, 
by  refundiuE  to  the  purchaser  his  money,  with 
interest,  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  per  annum. 

By  the  organic  law  of  Arkansas,  all  the  mil- 
itary bounty  lands  are  exempt  from  taxation 
for  three  years,  from  the  date  of  the  patent, 
and  not  one  tract  hss  ever  been  sold  under  four 
years,  from  the  dote  of  the  patent ;  and  yet  the 
Territory  is  charged  with  being  cmel  and  op- 
pressive in  its  revenue  laws. 

The  General  Assembly  meets  but  once  in 
two  years :  its  last  session  was  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  present  year.  Pass  this  bill, 
and  an  extra  session  must  be  held  to  change 
the  revenue  laws  to  suit  its  provisions.  This 
will  cost  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars — a 
sum  which  the  Territory  is  unable  to  pay. 

When  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  was 
instructed  by  a  resolntion  submitted  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connectieat,  (Mr. 
TouLnraoif,)  to  inquire  into  this  sul^ect,  I  aub- 
mitted  a  resolution,  which  was  referred,  by 
order  of  the  House,  to  the  same  committee,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ^»- 

firopriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
ative  Department  of  Arkansas.  The  report 
of  the  committee,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
unfavorable  ■  and  yet  an  appropriation  is  made 
annually  of  more  than  fire  thousand  dollars  to 
meet  similar  expenses  in  Michigan  and  Florida. 
How  it  happens  that  this  spirit  of  favoritism 
exists,  I  cannot  tell.  The  General  Government 
has  never  paid  one  cent  of  the  expenses  of  the 
LegislativcDepartmentof  Arkansas;  the  whole 
has  been  thrown  npon  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  Ibat 
expense,  by  compelling  the  Territory,  at  an  on- 
reasonable  time,  to  change  Its  laws. 

One  provision  of  the  bill  before  the  Honse  is, 
that  the  lands  of  non-reridents,  on  which  taxes 
have  not  been  pud,  shall  be  advertised  once  a 
week,  for  six  months,  in  some  newspaper  in 
the  Territory.  This  single  provision  will  cre- 
ate an  expense  of  about  three  dollars  twen^- 
five  cents  per  tract ;  the  tax  is  two  dollars  and 
forty  cents ;  and  another  part  of  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  to  your  agent  one  dollar  as  a  fM 
for  redeoDiiDg  the  land  after  it  is  sold:  IlieM 
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soms,  added  together,  m&ke  riz  doU&rs  sixty- 
five  cents  tftx  on  «acb  quarter  aeotion  of  Uod, 
per  ftoaoia.  If  this  was  all,  it  might  he  home, 
perhaps,  bj  the  load  proprietor  vithout  com- 
plunt ;  but  joxa  law  will  create  other  en>eiues 
whictk  most  be  paid  b;  him.  Yon  reqofre  the 
Govenmient  to  trengmit  to  this  place  ■  list  of 
the  laoda  taxed,  and  of  thoie  sold  annnallf  for 
taxes.  Some  person  most  be  employed  hj  the 
Territory  to  perform  the  labor  of  preparing 
thoee  lists,  and  that  person  must  be  paid  for 
lus  eervicea.  The  tweiit,  toa  who  is  to  reside 
at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  is  to 
receive  three  per  oent.  of  the  amount  collected 
bj  him.  Now,  sir,  pnt  all  these  soms  together, 
and  it  shows,  ooncluaiTelj,  that  your  law  will, 
la  its  operations,  as  I  have  before  stated,  con- 
snme  the  whole  of  the  tax  on  non-resident 
Iwids,  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  of  those 
lands  a  great  additional  expense,  which  I  should 
coosider  uqjost  and  orael  on  jour  part; 

Thcae  objections  alone  onght,  I  think,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  induce  the  House  to  rdect  the  bill; 
bat  there  are  others  which  should  be  conclu- 
rive  in  bringing  the  minda  of  the  members  to 
that  determination.  It  is  novel  and  nnpreoe- 
dented  in  its  charaoter.  I  will  ask  yon,  sir, 
when  did  Oongress  before  dream  of  appointing 
a  Collector  of  the  Kevenae  for  a  Temtoryj  to 
reside  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the  Territo- 
rial seat  of  Government ;  and  who,  in  bis 
oharaoter  ss  an  officer,  is  to  be  peifeotly  inde- 
pendent of  the  Territory  t  It  must  he  an- 
swered, that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  pro- 
pped nntil  it  was  thought  of  for  Arkansas. 
What  would  become  of  your  law  and  your 
agent,  if  the  Territory  was  to  exempt  the  lands 
<a  non-reaidents  from  taxes  t  This  power  it 
certainly  possesses :  or  do  yon  olmm  the  right 
to  compel  the  Territory  to  continue  the  tax,  to 
give  your  agent  bndness  and  fees  ?  I  cannot 
uiink  that  such  a  olium  will  be  set  up,  when  it 
is  known  that  you  oannot,  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gKsa,  tax  the  people  of  a  Territory  without 
their  consent:  and  here,  on  this  floor,  they  are 
not  all  owed  .to  vote. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Arkansas  might,  I 
say,  with  propriety,  appoint  on  agent,. to  reside 
at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  or  at 
any  other  point  in  the  Union,  to  collect  taxes 
frcnn  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  in  that 
Territory ;  bat  it  appears  to  me  that  Oongress 
cannot,  with  propriety,  do  so.  You  can,  sir, 
exempt  those  lands  from  taxes  altogether,  if 
you  cnoose  to  do  so ;  and  I  should  greatly  pre- 
fer such  a  law,  provided  yon  will  appropriate 
money  out  of  your  Treasury  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Legislative  Department  of  the 
Govenunent  of  Arkansas.  The  bounty  which 
yoQ  gave  to  your  soldien  for  their  services  in 
the  late  war,  was  a  itatioiuil  one ;  and  any  ex- 
traordinary indulgence  which  is  granted  to 
them  now,  shonld  also  be  naCumat,  and  not  at 
the  expense  of  a  few  thousand  inhabitants  of 
one  of  ^onr  remote  Territories.  Pass  a  law 
making  it  the  daty  of  the  Oommissioiier  of  the 
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General  Land  Office  to  receive  the  taxes  on 
non-resident  lands,  without  eipeose  to  Iho  Ter- 
ritory or  to  the  land  proprietors,  and  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  But,  to  a  law  so  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Territory  and  to  the  soldier,  as  I 
think  this  will  be,  I  can  never  consent ;  and  I 
therefore  move  to  lay  the  bill  npon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

After  some  amendmenta  ofite«d  by  Mr. 
SmoNO, 

The  bill  was  farther  oi^HMed  bj  Mr.  YAKca ; 
who  moved  ita  postponement  nntU  the  next 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BoOTT  now  renewed  the  opporation,  and 
closed  his  «>eech  with  a  motion  to  poe^ne 
the  bill  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  GoHWAT  urged  the  postponement ;  but 
it  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
its  third  reading  this  day. 

FxiDAi,  May  19. 
AeeaunU  of  Mr.  Monrot. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,"  being  taken 
up,  and  the  question  being  on  concurring  with 
tho  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to 
increase  the  amonut  of  appropriation  fhnn 
(1G,S8S  to  t29,C18,  Mr.  WmTTLBsKT  demanded 
Uie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  were — Teas  64,  Nays  66. 

Bo  the  amendment  of  Uie  Senate  was  ^s> 
agreed  to. 

BATunnAT,  Hay  80. 
The  ymi  Greek  Trealjf. 

Kr.  Ihnotrr,  from  the  Oommitt«e  of  Oonfer> 
enoe,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  dis- 
agreeing vote  of  the  two  Hout^  on  the  bill 
"  making  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  concluded  l>etween  the  United  States 
and  the  Greek  nation  of  Indians,"  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FoBsirn  said :  A  stupendous  fraud.  It 
seems,  was  intended  by  the  delegation  who  had 
formed,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  new 
contract.  The  chiefs  composing  the  Oreek  dip- 
lomatic train,  assisted  by  tiieir  Cherokee  Secre- 
taries of  Legation,  had  combined  to  put  into 
their  own  pockets,  and  those  of  a  few  select 
friends,  somewhere  about  three-fourths  of  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  for  the  second  ceaaion 
of  the  lands  lying  in  Georgia.  The  facts  con- 
nected with  this  transaction,  although  con- 
cealed &ora  the  Senate  when  the  second  con- 
tract was  before  them  for  ratification,  and  traia 
the  House  when  the  appropriation  bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect  was  under  consideration,  were 
perfectly  understood  at  the  War  Depiirtment 
ny  tlie  Secretary,  and  by  his  clerk,  who  Is 
called  the  Head  of  the  Indian  Burean.  The 
Senate  having,  by  some  strange  fortune,  dis- 
covered the  intended  frand,  otter  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  ooatraot,  and  b«di»e  they  act«d  oa 
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the  appropriatioD  bill,  wished,  hf  tm  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  prevent  the  saccesa  of  the 
profitable  scheme  of  villanj.  The  House,  en- 
tirolj'  ignorant  of  the  facts,  and  not  suspecting 
the  motive  of  the  amendment,  had  rejected  i^ 
insisted  upon  their  disaRreeroect  to  it,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  as  nsnal,  had 
conferred  on  the  Bobject.  Nov,'  that  the  facts 
are  flscertdned  by  the  separate  reports  of  the 
committees,  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  great  point  of  defeating  Uie  intend- 
ed ti'eacherj  of  tne  delegation  and  secretaries 
to  tlie  Creek  tribe.  The  only  matter  which 
can  bear  discussion,  is,  how  shall  the  treachery 
be  punished! — how  ^all  the  Creek  tribe  be 
protected  from  the  abominable  designs  of  their 
worthless  and  nnprincipled  agents?  Will  Che 
ftmendment  proposed  by  the  committee  reach 
their  object)  The  plan  is.  to  pay  the  mon^ 
to  the  chiefs,  to  be  dividea  among  the  chieu 
and  warriors,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  a  full  council  of  the  nation, 
convened  for  the  pnrpose.  Suppose  the  oonn- 
cU  in  Bolemn  eession,  the  money  before  them, 
and  the  division  about  to  be  mode,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War — may  not 
the  chiefs  and  their  secretaries  claim  the 
money,  as  promised  to  them  under  the  treaty, 
and  how  will  the  Secretary  or  bia  a^ent  resist 
the  claim?  To  show  how  the  claim  would 
Btand,  Ur.  F.  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  statement  f^m  the  Indian  Bureau. 
F.  regretted  that  the  ^dfather  of  this  new 
office  nod  given  it  a  Parisian  name.  It  would 
be  seen,  if  ^ntlemen  would  take  the  trouble 
to  run  their  eyes  over  the  statement,  that 
Uessrs.  Kidge  and  Vann,  sometimes  called 
Clerks,  at  others  Secretaries,  to  the  Creek  dele- 
Kation,  two  Cherokees,  paid  by  the  TTnitcd 
States  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
Creeks  against  the  United  States — (Mr. 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  would  have 
been  quite  as  decent,  and  somewhat  more  eco- 
nomical, to  have  detailed  a  clerk  or  two  from 
the  War  Department,  to  perform  that  service) 
— made  known  the  intention  of  the  chiefs  to 
require  reservations  of  land  for  them.  This 
was  "  rejected  promptly,"  but  "  they  were 
by  the  Secretary,  fha^  although  no  locations 
would  be  allowed,  a  fair  eqoiviuent,  in  money, 
might  bo  added,"  Money,  however,  they  re- 
plied, "  was  no  object."  As  loud  could  not  be 
had,  they  finally  nereed  to  take  money,  ten 
thousand  dollara  each.  "  They  were,  however, 
put  right,  bj  an  assurance  that  no  such  sum 
was  iutendcd,  nor  conld  be  thought  of;  and 
that  five  thousand  dollars  each,  was  the  extent 
that  could  be  allowed."  They  nsscntcd— the 
Honse  will  perceive  that  the  only  difSculty 
the  amount  of  the  bribe.  The  Secretary 
willing  to  go  as  high  as  five  thousand  dollars, 
but  could  not  stretch  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Notwithstanding  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees, 
and  the  declaration  of  the  Secretary,  that  five 
thousand  dollars  each  was  the  cstent  that  they 
could  be  allowed,  Eidge  and  Vann,  after  the 


treaty  was  ngned,  and  before  it  was  acted  on 
by  the  Senate,  or  submitted  to  that  body, 
brought  a  papier,  the  precions  list  of  the  price 
of  each  trutor,  for  the  inspection  and  informa- 
tion of  the  Head  of  the  Bureau  and  the  Head 
of  the  Department;  and  what  answer  did  th^ 
receive  &om  both !  The  Head  of  the  Bureaa 
sdd  it  was  their  own  aS'air.  The  Secretair 
said  be  presumed  it  was  their  own  affair.  And, 
however  proper  a  mora  general  equalization  of 
it  throngh  the  nation  might  be,  he  supposed  H 
must  rest  with  Ihem.  Had  tAese  two  head 
advisers  forgotten  the  assent  of  the  Creeks  to 
receive  five  thousand  dollars  each,  and  their 
own  assertions  that  no  more  conld  be  allowed  ! 
Bnt  I  ask  this  House,  if  the  engagement  for 
the  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  list  of  th« 
sums  to  be  distribnted,  may  not  be  claimed  sa 
part  of  this  new  contract  t  If  these  persons 
have  not  a  right  to  claim,  in  the  face  d  the 
tribe,  these  sums,  as  promised  to  them  by  tbeir 
Great  Father )  Ay,  sir ;  and,  if  they  are  pow- 
erful enough  in  the  tribe,  they  will  enforce  thnr 
claim.  Under  what  pretext  will  jour  Secre- 
tary of  War  direct  a  different  dispoGitioii  or 
division  of  the  money,  after  his  oflen  repeated 
declaration,  "  it  is  their  own  affur  " — the  affair 
of  the  delegation)  Yes,  sir,  so  happily  has 
this  business  been  managed,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  Eiecutive  eye,  that  this  di- 
vi^on  which  the  negotiators  proposed  to  make  of 
the  spoil,  may  bo  termed  a  port  of  the  consid- 
eration of  the  contract.  It  must  be  confessed 
that  these  exquisite  ambassadors  were  quite 
liberal  to  themselves,  their  secretaries,  and  par- 
ticnlar  friends :  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  he  divided 
among  some  twenty  persons,  is  pretty  weQI 
What  name  shall  we  give  to  this  division  <A 
money  amonf^  them !  To  call  it  a  bribe,  wonld 
shock  the  dehcacy  of  the  War  Department,  and 
possibly  offend  those  gentle- spirited  poiiticians. 
who  resemble  Cowper's  preachers,  "who  conld 
not  mention  hell  to  ears  polite."  Let  ns  bor- 
row a  t€Ro  from  foreign  langnage,  and  call  it  a 
i/rueew,  or  an  empeno.  Call  it  what  you  will, 
every  honest  mind  mnst  be  stmck  with  the 
desperate  Infamy  of  the  transaction.  It  cannot 
be  contemplated  witliout  horror  at  the  deprav- 
ity of  the  savages,  and  indignation  at  the  crim- 
inal imbecility  of  the  Administration.  Your 
Secretary  of  War  made  no  effort  beyond  ad- 
vice, dwelling  on  the  danger,  not  the  turpitnda 
of  the  scheme,  to  prevent  this  detestable  con- 
spiracy against  a  dependent  and  disbmt  tribe. 
Why  dia  he  not  drive  the  reptiles  from  his 
presence — send  them  back  to  the  nation ;  ex- 
pose their  viUany ;  and  appeal  to  the  tribe 
itself  for  the  fulfilment  of  such  an  arrangement 
of  the  old  contract,  as  wonld  have  been  just  to 
them,  sati^actory  to  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
and  honorable  to  the  United  States !  Who  can 
doubt  that  this  manly  and  direct  course  would 
have  secured  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the 
tribe,  and  a  ready  acqniescenoe  in  the  wishei 
of  the  Govemmentt     Bnt  no,  ^;  sodi  an 
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idea  cIoeB  not  appenr  to  have  passed  through 
the  brains  of  tlie  War  Department  It  woold 
have  deprived  the  AdmiDistrotion  of  the  glory 
of  settling  the  unfortunate  controversy,  by 


It  would 


liava  vindicated  tlie  character  of  the  murdered 
HcIntQsh,  and  of  tho  calumniat«d  Commission- 
ers of  the  United  States.  It  would  have  in- 
sured the  pnniahraent  of  tho  treacherous  dele- 
gates, and  the  pet  Cherokces,  their  guardians 
and  secretaries.  None  of  which  were  within 
the  scope  of  the  policy  of  the  Eiecntive.  The 
transcentlent  criminality  of  this  design  cannot 
bo  well  underBtood,  without  recaliins  to  recol- 
lection the  dark  and  bloody  scenes  of  the  year 
past.  The  Chief  Mcintosh,  distinguished  at  all 
times  by  his  courage  and  devotion  to  the 
whites,  deriving  his  name  of  the  'Whit«  War- 
rior, from  his  mixed  parentage,  had  formed, 
with  his  party,  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs.  He  was  denounced  for  it  His  mid- 
night sleep  was  broken  by  the  crackling  flames 
of  his  dwelling  burning  over  his  head,  Escap- 
ing from  the  flames,  he  was  shot  down  by  a 
party  actlDB  under  the  orders  of  the  persons 
who  accused  him  of  betraying,  for  his  own  sel- 
fish purposes,  the  interests  of  the  tribe.  Those 
who  condemned  that  chief,  the  incendiaries  and 
tho  mnrderers,  are  tho  negotiators  of  this  new 
contract ;  the  one  hundred  and  fifty -nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  is  to  ho  the  fmit  of  their  victory 
over  the  ossasBinated  chief.  What  evidence  of 
fraud,  and  selfishness,  and  treachery,  bos  red 
or  white  malice  been  able  to  exhibit  against  the 
dead  warrior  1  A  reservation  of  land  for  him, 
in  the  contract  of  1821,  was  sold  by  him  to 
the  United  States,  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars ;  a  price  ho  could  have  obtained  from 
individuals,  if  his  title  had  been  deemed  secure. 
Tliis  Gole  of  property  given  to  him  by  the 
tribe,  TCHB  the  foundation  of  tho  calumnies  that 
have  been  heaped  upon  his  memory,  and  the 
canse  which,  in  tho  eyes  of  our  Administration, 
newspaper  editors,  scribblers,  and  reviewers, 
jostified  his  execution.  Now,  sir,  the  execu- 
tioners are  to  be  rewarded  by  pillaging  the 
public  Treasury.  I  look  with  some  curiosity 
for  tho  indignant  denunciations  of  this  acciden- 
tally discovered  treachery.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
discovered  that  all  this  now  busmcss  of  the 
Creels  is  "their  own  affair,"  with  which  the 
wbito  editors  and  reviowers  have  nothing  to 
do.  Fortunately,  Mr  F,  said,  Confess  had 
something  to  do  with  this  affair,  Ave  owe  a 
justice  to  the  tribe.  This  amendment,  he 
feared,  would  not  do  justice.  The  power  of 
Congress  should  be  exerted,  not  only  to  keep 
the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  these  wretches, 
but  to  secure  a  faithful  and  equal  distribution 
of  it  among  the  whole  Creek  nation.  The 
whole  tribe  hold  the  land ;  their  title  by  occu- 
pancy resides  in  all ;  all  are  rightfiilly  claim- 
ants to  equal  portions  of  the  pfice  of  their  re- 
moval from  it.  The  country  is  not  aware  how 
the  Indian  annuities  ore  distributed,  or  tho 
moneys  paid  to  the  tribes  disposed  o£  Thej 
Vol.  1X^17 
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are  divided  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Indian  Government,  completely  ariatocratical — 
all  the  powers  vested  in  a  few  chiefs,  Mr,  F. 
had  it  from  autliority  he  could  not  doubt,  that 
the  Creek  annuities  hod,  for  years  past,  been 
divided  in  very  unequal  proportions,  not  among 
the  twenty  thousand  souls  of  whicn  the  tribe 
was  believed  to  be  composed,  but  among  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  chiefs  and  warriors. 
Our  committee  express  great  nnwillingncss  to 
go  counter  to  the  treaty — the  treaty — the  treaty  I 
Are  not  this  tribe  dependent  upon  us  1  And 
shall  we,  while  we  never  hesit^  to  legislata 
about  their  commercial  intercourse — their  con- 
duct to  the  whites — be  detorred  by  this  ory  of 
"Treaty,"  A-om  protecting  them  from  the  vio- 
lenoe,  the  inioatice,  or  the  frauds,  of  their  petty 
tyrants  t  But  it  is  only  for  the  new  treaty 
such  solemn  regards  are  felt.  That  formed 
here.  Is  a  sacred  affair — that  formed  at  the  In- 
dian Springs,  had  no  such  hallowed  charaoter. 
Strange,  sir,  that  the  President  and  Secretory 
of  War,  with  regard  to  the  old  contract,  should 
ezeroise,  with  impunity,  a  latitude  of  construc- 
tion the  Representatives  of  the  people  fear  to 
use,  even  to  prevent  fraud,  under  the  new  I 
Strange,  that  the  Senate,  a  branch  of  the 
treaty-inaking  power,  should  be  willing  to 
legislato  more  boldly  than  we,  who  have  no 
power  but  legislative,  over  the  subject  I 

There  is  an  expression  or  two  in  the  report 
of  our  committee,  which  deserved  notice,  as  it 
was  calculated,  however  withoot  intention,  to 
mislead  tho  people.  It  is  said,  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  reservations  of  land  wished  by  tlie 
Creek  Delegation  and  the  Cherokee  Secreta- 
ries, were  refused  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  that  their  efforts  were  afterwards  confined 
to  benefit  themselves  and  friends  by  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  money,  over  which  the  Secretary 
had  no  other  control  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty.  From  this,  the 
public  would  infer,  that  it  was  the  defloienoy  of 
power  in  the  Secretary  which  prevented  him 
from  refusing  the  money,  as  well  as  the  land. 
The  committee  hod  not  distinguished  accurate- 
ly, or  inquired  why  the  reservations  were  not 
allowed.  They  were  not  allowed,  Mr.  F.  pre- 
sumed, because  Georgia  denied  the  authority 
of  tho  General  Government  to  make  them 
witliin  the  State,  and  Congress  had  sustained 
this  doctrine  of  the  State.  Former  reservations 
hod  been  bought  up  at  lar^  prices,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  application  from  the  Stato.  But 
this,  the  Secretary  had  the  some  power  to- 


accepted  as  an  eqnivolent  for  the  Itmd  osked 
for,  at  least  the  fire  thousand  dollars,  a  head. 
With  regard  to  the  list,  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  it  was  a  gross  departure  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  contract,  which  both  duty  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  Indians,  required  the 
Secretary  to  prevent.    His  power  for  that  pur- 

g>se  was  ample ;  yet,  we  see  thft  Head  of  the 
aroan,  (Ur.  Thomas  L,  KcKinney,)  while'  re- 
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fisiDg  the  reqaeet  of  the  consplratora,  to  have 
the  money  counted  and  divided,  and  eealed  up 
in  the  Department,  snggesting  how  it  could  he 
done  without  Bcanda]— "  tlie  cashier  of  the 
bulk  would,  no  doubt,  oblige  them  by  seeing  it 
to  counted  and  aeeled  "^affording  all  possible 
fecilities  to  their  arrangements.  There  U  game- 
thing  in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  ISth  May, 
to  the  Committee  of  Conference,  that  merita  a 
pasaing  remark.  He  Bays;  "For.  although  I 
was  advised,  as  Colonel  Benton  is  aware,  to 
approach  the  influential  chiefb  with  secret  gra- 
tuities, Justified,  as  it  was  urged,  by  the  usages 
of  the  Government,  I  peremptorily  reitased  to 
do  bo;  and  determined  that,  whatever  was 
given  as  the  price  of  the  land,  should  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  treaty."  Now,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, what  mighty  difierence  can  any  honest 
niitd  discover  between  these  secret  gratuities, 
which  were  peremptorily  refused  to  be  used, 
and  the  five  thooaand  dollars  a-piece,  promised 
by  the  Secretary  to  these  savages,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  to  them,  was  intended  to  be 
kept  secret  t  Where  is  the  stipnlation  for  the 
payment  of  these  Ave  thousand  dollars  In  the 
treaty  I  It  was  to  he  taken  ont  of  the  gross 
sum,  as  was  also  the  balance  to  make  up  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars,  and  no  one  was  to  know,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Head  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  and  the  parties  profiting  by  the  ar- 
rangement, what  became  of  it.  lam  no  casu- 
ist, said  Mr.  F.,  in  these  nice  Questions  of  deli- 
cacy, but,  to  me,  it  appears,  tiiis  affectation  of 
fiumesB,  to  cover  fraud,  this  pretence  of  acting 
openly  and  above  board,  when  such  strange 
tbinKs  are  closely  kept  in  the  dark,  are  quite  as 
worUiy  of  peremptory  refusal,  as  the  use  of 
secret  gratuities,  aye,  and  quite  as  offensive  to 
the  moral  sense  of'  the  people. 

Before  taking  his  seat,  he  asked  the  Indul- 
gence of  the  House,  while  he  made  a  fbw  com- 
ments on  this  list  of  worthies,  and  the  prices  to 
be  pud  to  each.  At  the  head  of  the  list  stands 
Mr.  Ri(^  with  the  Bum  of  (16,000  opposite 
to  his  elevated  name.  This  man  is  no  Creek, 
bnt  a  Cherokee,  educated  among  the  whites, 
allied  to  them  by  marriage— has  received  les- 
sons in  Christianity,  mornlity,  and  sentiment — 
perfectly  civilized,  according  to  the  mles  and 
customs  of  Cornwall.  Tliis  negotiation,  of 
which  he  boa  been,  either  as  actor  or  instru- 
ment, the  principal  m^acer,  is  an  admirable 
proof  of  the  benefits  be  has  derived  from  his 
residence  among  a  moral  and  religions  people. 
Yann,  another  Cherokee,  half  savage  and  half 
civilized,  succeeds  him  with  J16,000  bounty. 
A  few  inches  below  comes  another  Ridge,  the 
Mi^or,  father  to  the  Secretary — a  gallant  old 
fellow,  who  did  some  service  against  the  hos- 
tile Creeks,  during  tlie  late  war,  for  which  he 
deserved  and  received  acknowledgments — bat 
what  claims  he  had  to.  this  Greek  money,  Mr. 
F.  could  not  comprehend.  Probably  his  name 
was  nsed  merely  to  cover  another  gratuity  for 
Ihe  son,  whose  modesty  would  sot  permit  him 
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to  take  more  than  |16,000  in  his  own  luune. 
These  Cherokees  were  together  to  receive 
$40,000  of  Creek  money,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  of  opinion  it  is  quite  consistent  with  the 
contract,  which  provides  for  the  distribntJon  of 
it  among  the  chie&  and  warriors  of  the  Creelo. 

Ifr.  F.  said  he  had,  on  a  former  day,  shown 
what  influence  bad  been  exerted  by  the  Chero- 
kees in  the  Creek  nation ;  their  insolent  inter- 
ference between  the  United  States  and  the 
neighboring  Indians,  which  led  to  the  defeat  of 
the  projected  contract  at  Broken  Arrow,  and  to 
the  death  of  Mcintosh.  To  this  intermeddling 
spirit  of  the  Cherokees  might  be  traced  the 
selection  of  the  Cherokee  secretaries.  It  was 
nof  to  have  been  anticipated  that  the  real  and 
selfish  motive  of  this  intermeddling  would  ha 
BO  soon  and  so  palpably  establifhcd.  This 
Cherokee  influence  in  the  Creek  nation  is  so 
strong,  that  the  payment  of  their  $40,000  vDI 
be  made,  unless  Congress  act  decisively  to  pre- 
vent it.  Look,  sir,  at  the  distinction  made  for 
these  exquisites.  Topothle  Toholo,  whose 
word  General  Gaines  would  take  against  the 
congregated  world,  is  set  down  for  but  (10,000. 
The  Little  Prince  hot  (10,000.  Even  Heoa- 
wee,  distinguished  as  he  is  as  the  leader  of  the 
party  who  murdered  Mcintosh  and  Etorae  Tus- 
tnnnuggee — as  one  of  the  accursed  band  who 
butchered  300  men,  women,  and  children,  at  Fort 
STims— has  bnt  (10,000.  A  distinguished  Bed 
Stick,  in  these  days,  when  kindness  to  Indians 
is  shown  in  proportion  to  their  opposition  to 
the  policy  of  the  General  Government,  might 
have  expected  better  treatment — only  ten  thoa- 
sand  dollars  to  our  enemy  in  war  and  in  peace  1 

Mr.  Dwionx  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  F., 
that  the  House  was  now  substantially  debudug 
whether  it  would  carry  into  effect  a  treaty, 
constitutionally  made  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  whether  it  would  or  would 
not  invade  the  limits  of  the  treaty-mating 
power.  The  Senate  had  made  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  OS  at  first  proposed,  which  required 
that  the  money  paid  under  the  treaty  to  the 
Creek  Delegation,  in  this  city,  should  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  nation  as  asnnitics  ore  dis- 
tributed; but  the  treaty  aaid  that  the  money 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  and 
the  Senat«  had  no  power  to  say  that  the  money 
shonid  pe  paid,  per  capita,  to  all  the  members 
of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  that  annuities  are 
paid  to  them.  The  House  knew  very  well 
that  they  could  not  violate  the  treaty.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  House,  that  the 
money  should  be  paid  in  full  council,  to  the 
members  of  the  Creek  nation,  not  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  annuities,  bat  on  that  of  the  treaty. 
The  treaty  could  not  be  altered  by  CongrcES; 
and  the  act  to  carry  it  into  effect  must  confonn 
to  its  provisions ;  but,  instead  of  paying  tba 
money  here,  where  its  operation  would  be  to 
corrupt  the  dol^ation,  and  to  defrand  the  body 
of  the  nation,  it  was  proposed  that  it  should 
be  paid  in  the  midst  of  the  nation,  after  due 
notice  given,  that  they  might  convene  to  re- 


PEBATBS  OF  COHgEBaS. 


ttt. 


ceive  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  fVom  Geor- 
gia thinks  that  the  amendnient  will  not  efi^ot 
thia  object.  I  am  of  a  different  opinion ;  but 
we  agree  perfectly  as  to  the  joatioe  of  tecoring 
the  paTinent  of  the  moneT  to  those  for  whom 
it  is  intended.  The  geDtlemao  enppows  that 
the  Benat«  will  adhere  to  its  amendment,  bnt 
the;'  «>poiiited  a  Committee  of  Oonference ; 
and  when  that  comnuttee  got  the  ultimatam 
(rf  the  Hods*,  thej  reported  it  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  Senate,  hj  a  large  m^orit;,  agreed  to 
accept  it.  If  we  shall  now  reject  the  report, 
we  shaU  reject  the  proportion  of  onr  own  oon- 
fereea,  to  which  the  Senate  have  acceded. 

There  ma/  hsva  been,  as  the  gentlemui  be- 
lierea,  a  etopendons  frand  oonteroplated,  I 
(uu  not  in  full  poaeefflioit  of  the  facts  of  the 
oeseL  It  does  not,  however,  appear  to  me  so 
Terj  sDrprisiiig,  that  two  Indians,  not  them- 
selves members  of  the  Creelc,  bnt  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  ahonld  demand  to  be  paid  for  per- 
forming the  dntics  of  diplomacy  for  the  Creeks. 
They  are  edncat«d  men,  competent  to  perform 
those  dntiei,  and  thej  have  perfonnea  them. 
Have  they  not  a  riglit  to  ask  compensation) 
What  is  the  natare  and  extent  of  the  evidence 
(rf'  this  strniendoos  frand  t  I  do  conftes,  that 
on  some  other  points  ounnected  with  this  affair, 
mj  romd  misgives  me ;  but,  as  to  these  Chero- 
k(>e  agents,  did  not  onr  own  diplomatia  agents 
receive  (18,000  for  their  services,  on  a  mis^on 
to  niake  a  treat;  t  and  have  tliese  agents  of  the 
Creek  nation  no  right  to  stipulate  for  $1S,000 ! 
When  the  Secretar7  was  urged  to  give  a 
doucenr  to  Bidge  and  Vann,  he  rejected  the 


sembied  at  his  request,  he  made  a  speech  to 
them,  dissuading  them  from  their  Intended  dis- 
position of  the  money.  There  are  no  circum- 
stances of  concealment  in  the  case.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  seems  to  suppose  that  there  wss 
a  discovery ;  that  the  Senate,  by  accident,  dis- 
covered the  true  state  of  the  matter ;  but  the 
Honse  has  heard  that  the  Secretary,  bo  far  from 
having  any  plan  or  purpose  of  any  clandeBtine 
arrangement,  disclosed  the  whole  of  the  facts 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  this  before  the  ratiSoa- 
tioo  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate, 

When  the  Indians  applied  to  him  to  make 
the  division  of  the  money  among  them,  accord- 
ing to  a  schedule  furnished,  he  told  uiem  ex- 
pressly he  had  no  power  to  do  any  sach  thing, 
and  referred  them  to  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty,  in  support  of  the  deolaration.  Here 
was  nothing  bnt  the  most  open  and  npright 
condaet. 

If  the  House  shall  refuse  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference,  the  appropriation 
most,  of  conrse,  fW,  and  the  treaty  with  it; 
bnt,  if  the  Honse  shall  assent  to  it,  aa  the  Sen- 
ate has  already  done,  the  money  will  be  sent, 
and  the  treaty  will  be  carried  into  effect. 

iii.  WiCELiPFE  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  waa  not  chaigeable  with 


any  improper  conduct  in  the  conducting  of  this 
affair;  but  stated  facts  which  went  to  show 
that  Uiere  had  been  concealment  and  unfair 
dealing  on  the  part  of  Bidge  and  Vann,  as  the 
propossl  made  by  them  for  a  division  of  the 
money,  according  to  a  oertun  list  submitted 
by  them  to  the  Secretary,  was  a  matter  of  sor- 
priae  to  Opothle  Yoholo,  the  principal  Creek 
chie^  when  he  was  told  of  it ;  and  he  declared 
that  it  had  been  done  without  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  GooEB  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs)  confirmed  the  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Bwiobt,  and  stated  the  circnmstancea 
of  the  ioterview  he  had  with  the  Secretary  be- 
fore the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  in  which  interview  the  Secretaiy  had 
fully  informed  him  of  the  facts  now  referred  to. 

Mr.  BuBocs  went  into  a  vindication  of  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  several 
stages  of  the  treaty  negotiation ;  and  denied 
all  porpoee  of  conc^mant  or  indirection. 

Mr.  CtrrBBiBT  said,  that,  were  it  even  his 
inclination,  the  state  of  his  health  wonld  not 
permit  him,  at  this  time,  to  address  the  House 
otherwise  than  with  extreme  brevity ;  and  he 
should  be  believed,  when  he  said,  that  a  strong 
sense  of  duty  only  contd  uige  him  to  ridug  on 
this  occasion. 


Forn 


than  a  year  past,  sud  he,  a  violent 
'  of  abuse  has  been  ponr- 


and  unceasing  torrent 

ed  on  the  State  I  represent — on  Geo^ia — of 
which  I  am  proud  to  be,  and  to  pronoonce 
myself,  a  citizen  and  a  native ;  whilst  develop- 
ments are  this  day  mads,  secrets  are  now  trans- 
piring, which  must  arrest  the  coarse  of  calumny 
and  confound  the  calumniators. 

What  has  been  the  charge  against  Georgia  t 
That  ^6  has  vehemently  clt^m«l  the  benefit  of 
a  treaty  alleced  to  be  vitally  tainted  ^  frand 
and  corruption  in  the  negotiators.  Whence 
has  this  charge  originated,  or  whence  derived 
that  weight  and  sanction  which  have  afforded 
it  a  general  currency,  and  enlisted  the  feelings 
and  the  interests  of  so  many  in  supporting  it  by 
calumny,  and  enfordng  it  by  invective )  From 
the  Ezeoutjve  Government  of  the  United  States. 
From  this  Government,  I  say,  which,  on  the 
ground  of  this  charge,  has  even  proceeded  to 
the  alarming  extreme  of  procuring  the  annul- 
ment of  a  treaty  which  had  been  solemnly  rati- 
fied. And  what  is  the  important  secret  so  long 
held  from  light,  and  now  providentislly  re- 
vealed to-day!  Why,  that  this  Exeontive 
Government,  negotiating,  not  by  intermediate 
agents,  but  in  its  proper  majesty,  and  here,  la 
its  own  coital,  lias  concmded  a  new  and 
superseding  treaty ;  has  recommended,  has 
strongly  urged,  has  procured  its  ratification, 
knowing,  and  suppressing  that  knowledge  fhim 
the  world,  and  from  the  ratifying  booy,  that 
the  Indian  negotiators  in  this  treaty,  abomina- 
bly corrupt,  atrociously  perfidious,  to  sate  their 
own  abandoned  Inst  of  g^n,  were  selling  the 
people  whom  they  represented,  and  that  trom 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  was  to  pro- 
ceed the  reward  of  perfidy,  the  grstifloatioii  ot 
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corraptioD.  So  utter  were  the  perfidy  luid  cor- 
ruption of  the  lodian  negotiators,  that  thej 
'  conld  no  longer  he  considered  as  representing 
the  people  bj  whom  they  had  heen  delegated, 
and  who  were  a  tboasand  miles  distant  from 
the  scene  of  negotiation.  Of  t!il7.000,  the 
pric«  of  the  territory  ceded  by  tiie  Creeks  in 
this  treaty,  these  men  hod  determined  to  ap- 
propriate to  tbemselves  {159,000,  leaving  to 
the  mesa  of  the  Creek  people  only  (58,000. 

But,  to  prove  that  no  suppression  or  conceal- 
ment has  been  designed,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  having  been  called 
OD,  has  just  detailed  to  us  a  oonversatioii  which 
the  Secretory  of  War  held  with  him  in  relation 
to  these  transactions,  voluntarily  and  before 
the  ratification  «f  the  treaty.  Ah  I  bnt  the  all- 
material,  the  only  matend  circumstance,  that 
wliich  constitutes  the  essence  of  the  charge 
now  nrged,  was  withheld  by  the  Secretary 
trota  the  honorable  chairman  in  this  same  con- 
TersatioD.  Not  a  snegestion  was  made  to  the 
honorable  ohairmau,  by  the  Secretary,  of  the 
profligate  purpose  of  the  Indian  negotiators  to 
^propriate  to  themselves  almost  the  entire 
price  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  people  whom 
they  repreeented.  Not  a  hint  was  intimated 
of  the  black  list  of  corruption  this  morning 
exhibited  to  our  eyes.  Nay,  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  churman  does  most  stronglysap- 
port  the  charge  of  designed  suppression.  When 
the  Secretary  engaged  himself  in  conversation 
on  these  transaotions,  with  a  gentleman  who  is 
in  some  sort  the  official  organ  of  this  House  on 
Indian  Affairs;  when  he  even  nttered  certain 
compldnts  against  the  Indian  negotiators,  must 
not  the  intended  emhoalement  by  these  chtefs ; 
the  most  important  circumstance  in  the  trans- 
actions ;  the  all-abeorbing  complaint  of^olnst 
tlie  chiefs,  have  presented  itself  of  necessity  to 
his  mind ;  ay,  must  it  not  have  pressed  con- 
spicuously to  his  view,  and  even  attended  with 
some  anxious  feelings!  How  is  it  possible, 
then,  that  he  should  have  avoided  the  mention 
of  it,  but  in  conseauence  of  a  predetermination  ? 
'Well,  indeed,  mignt  the  honorable  gentleman 
flora  Tennessee  declare  that,  in  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary,  he  perceived  naught 
t«  excite  hl«  suspicions— since,  in  that  com- 
mUDicadon,  what  was  innocent  only  was  dis- 
closed ;  and  what  was  ciiminal  was  precisely 
tliat  which  was  retained.  As  to  the  miserable 
Indian  chiefe,  they  impudently  attempted  to 
make  our  Government  direct  co-actors  with 
them  In  the  villany  they  were  perpetrating,  by 
procuring  a  distribution  to  be  made  of  the  in- 
iquitous plunder  in  the  very  office  of  the  War 
Department,  by  its  officers,  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  stamp  and  seal.  Thus  were  the  In- 
dian people  at  home  to  he  abused  with  the 
notion  that  this  division  of  the  price  of  their 
territory  was  directed  by  the  GoTemment 
here,  and  thus  were  they  to  be  overawed  into 
an  unquestioning  submission  to  it.  Could 
there  be  evidenced  more  deliberate  and  wicked 
oontrtvanca  of  fraud  t    I^nd,  did  I  say  t    Base 
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and  detestable  treachery  I  Is  this  in  the  nature 
of  a  fraud  committed  on  indifferent  or  hostile 
persons  f  No.  but  agents,  charged  with  the 
confidence  and  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  a 
people  a  thousand  miles  distant,  violate  th^ 
confidence  and  betray  that  trust,  and,  proceed- 
ing to  the  extreme  of  human  baseness,  sell  for 
individual  gain — for  a  price  paid  to  themselves 
— that  people  to  whom  their  obligi^ion  was  of 
so  high  and  sacred  a  character.  What  height- 
ens the  strangeness  and  aggravates  the  infamy 
of  this  extraordinary  transaction  is,  that  Indian& 
who  are  not  even  of  the  Creek  people,  men  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe,  are  to  participate  In  tlus 
corrupt  division  of  the  price  of  t^ntory  oed«d 
by  the  Creeks, 

Such,  then,  being  the  treachery  and  corrop- 
tioa  of  the  Indian  agents,  who  negotiated  this 
treaty,  and  such  the  connivance  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  here  at  this  treachery  and 
corruption,  such  its  suppression  of  facts,  which 
disclosed,  wonld  have  snocked  the  morid  sense 
of  all ;  would  have  blasted  the  credit  of  the 
superseding  treaty,  with  the  members  of  that 
body  by  which  it  was  to  be  approved  or  con- 
demned— what  is  the  idea  that  presents  itsdf 
simultaneously  to  all  T  Those  with  whom  ori- 
^nated  all  the  abuse  and  calumny  ssainst 
Georgia,  the  administrators  of  the  FeacrelGoT- 
emmeut,  are  about  to  suffer  the  recoil  of  their 
own  unworthy  inventions.  A  day  of  retribu- 
tion, of  dreotfrul  retribution,  is  come.  Even- 
handed  justice  retnms  the  poisoned  chalice  to 
their  lips,  who  mingled  venom  in  the  draught. 
Andwhat,  indeed,  is  the  extraordmary  spectacle 
which  now  offers  itselft  In  the  exercise  of 
some  Etr&nge  and  anomalous  power,  unknown 
to  the  constitution,  an  entire  treaty,  under  the 
pretence  of  fraud,  has  been  utterly  abrt^ated, 
and  behold,  the  self-same  Government  by 
which  this  daring  act  has  been  done,  are  affect- 
ing the  utmost  scruple  and  delicacy  at  touching 
the  mere  form  of  a  single  article  in  another 
treaty,  when  the  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  suc- 
cess of  a  vile  and  deliberate  frond — of  a  dam- 
nable treachery.  Have  I  been  using  any  in- 
genious sophiaMes  or  subtile  inferences)  No: 
all  that  I  have  said  is  manifest  as  day.  Can  any 
one  deny  it?  Will  any  one  deny  it!  Does 
any  one  deny  it  t— My  strength  fails  mo. 

Mr.  Tatnau.  sdd  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  at 
large  into  this  discussion,  as  the  approximation 
of  the  close  of  the  session  would  seem  to  pre- 
clude this;  nor,  however  strong  his  feelmgs 
were,  (and  they  were  strong.)  did  he  rise  to 
^ve  vent  to  them.  In  fact,  his  colleague,  who 
had  first  risen,  had  relieved  him  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  one,  mid  his  friend  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him,  had,  in  the  burst  of  his  indignation 
OB  a  Georgian,  rendered  unnecessary  the  other. 
He  rose  simply  to  expldn  why  he  should  vote 
differently  from  his  colleague  first  alluded  to. 

He  was  as  confident  as  his  coUeagnes  could 
be,  that  the  foulest  fraud  bad  been  prqiected 
by  some  of  the  individnols  calling  themselves  a 
port  of  the  Creek  Del^ation,  and  that  it  was 
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knon-n  to  the  DepartmeDt  of  War  before  the 
nttUioatioD  of  the  tre&tj,  and  was  not  com- 
municated hy  that  Department  to  the  Senate, 
either  before  or  during  the  pendencT  of  the 
coDEideration  of  the  treatj  b  j  that  bodj.  Ht. 
T.  said  lie  would  not,  however,  for  the  reasons 
JDst  meationed,  dwell  on  this  ground,  bat  would 
proceed  to  state,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
aineDdment  ottered  by  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, (and  therein  he  differed  from  his  col- 
league.) which,  whilst  it  would  effectoally  pre- 
vent the  conmitBsion  of  the  fraud  intenaed, 
would,  also,  avoid  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
"  the  aew  treaty,"  as  it  was  styled.  He,  indeed, 
denied  that  this  waa  a  tnatj,  and  the  law  of 
the  land,  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  conflicted  with 
the  provisions  of  the  first,  or  "  old  treaty." 
Bat,  sir,  said  he,  the  appropriation  bill,  an 
amendment  to  which  is  nowthe  subject  of  con- 
rideration,  has  fur  its  object  the  ezecutioa  of 
this  new  treaty ;  and,  if  it  be  not  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  fbr  no  tegitimate  purpose  at  all. 
This  House  has  regarded  tliis  substitute  for  the 
Ifolntosh  treaty  Bb  a  treaty,  and  it  cannot, 
therefore,  with  propriety,  or  consistency,  dis- 
regard ita  provisiona.  1  united  with  my  col- 
league in  voting  agunst  this  entire  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  I  would  agmn  do  so,  if  necessary. 
I  denied  that  to  be  a  treaty,  which  must  be  so 
nwanled,  if  the  appropriation  containeil  in  the 
bill  were  necessary  and  nroper.  But,  sir,  when 
the  anestion  ia,  not  wnether  the  instrument 
callea  a  treaty  is  a  treaty,  but  whether  we  are 
diq>osed  to  amend  a  biU  prerioosly  determined 
npoo,  to  carry  into  effect  that  treaty,  it  ia  al- 
together a  different  thing.  At  this  stage  of 
the  matter,  the  fact  ia,  on  all  sides,  conccdod, 
that  this  thing  which  is  called  a  treaty,  is  a 
treaty,  and  that  some  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  ezecnte  it,  is  inevitable.  This  being 
the  case,  no  amendment  of  that  bill  can  be 
made  which  has  a  tendency  to  a  disregard  of  the 
terms  of  such  treaty.  Our  object  is  to  prevent 
the  daring  frand  which  is  meditated;  but  I 
contend  that,  in  looking  to  that  object,  we 
most  be  governed  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
under  which,  and  to  eseoute  which,  this  bill 
has  been  framed.  We  have  no  right  to  alter 
these  terms.  I  deny  that  the  Govenunent  had 
a  right  to  set  aside  the  first  treaty.  This  my 
eolleagne  also  denies;  and  how  he  can  deny 
this,  and  yet  maintain  that  the  present  treaty 
mifjht  be  altered  by  Congress,  I  candot  nnder- 
stand.  It  is  not  that  I  do  not  go  as  far  es  my 
colleague.  I  go  farther,  I  say  that  this  Gov- 
ernment not  only  has  no  right  to  alter  or  do 
away  with  a  whole  treaty,  but  I  also  say  it  has 
not  a  right  to  alter  or  expnnge  a  single  word — 
a  single  letter.  I  do  not  mean  to  chet^e  my 
colteagne  with  IneonnEtenoy.  I  was  not  aware 
of  bis  intention  to  introdaoe  hia  motion,  or  of 
Us  oljeotion  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  until  after  he  had  risen  to  address  < 
the  Ohoir.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing his  explanations.  Bat,  it  does  seem  to  me, 
•ir,  that,  if  this  anomalous  instroment  is  to  be 


regarded  as  a  treaty,  it  cannot  be  altered,  ex- 
cept  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  not 
evea  then,  if  tt  coiifliota  with  the  rights  vested 
by  it  in  a  third  party.  For  my  own  part,  rir, 
1  conuder  Georgia  as  having  acquired  vested 
rights  under  the  first  treaty — ri^its  which  the 
General  Government  oonstitntionally  could  not, 
and,  standing  as  things  n«w  do,  will  not,  dare 
to  toneb,  or  attempt  to  destroy.  If,  however, 
the  strong  arm  of  power  shall  be  leited  against 
the  rights  of  my  native  State—if  force  shall  be 
resorted  to  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  old 
treaty — I,  for  one,  shall  be  ready  (and  I  shall 
not  be  the  only  Georgian  who  will  be  ready  to 
move  In  so  holy  a  cause)  to  shoulder  my  mn^ 
ket  to  defend,  at  every  hazard,  these  rights,  and 
to  enforce  this  treaty.  However,  sir,  I  will 
say  nothing  more  on  this  point.  When  tha 
time  shall  arrive — if  ever  that  dark  honr  shall 
arrive — I  trust  in  God  I  ahall  be  prepared  to 
aei  OS  every  Georgian  shonid  act 

I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Oonference. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  a  brief  speech,  vindicated  the 
moral  character  of  the  Secretary,  and  denied 
that  the  facts  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Geo^iia  were  known  and  cooceided  by 
him. 

Mr.  TxTTtnu.  requested  Mr.  Coox  to  yield 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  and  stated,  that  the  list 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was,  itself  con- 
clusive evidence  of  a  corrupt  intention  to  divide 
the  greater  part  of  the  money  among  the  few 
persons  named  in  it  In  this  list,  different 
sums  were  written  opposite  the  names  of  differ- 
ent  individnsla,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  fol- 
lowing: "  John  Bidge,  tiG,000 — Joseph  Vann, 
S15,000,"  (both  Cherokees,  and  not  Creeks, 
and,  therefore,  not  entitled  to  one  cent.)  The 
next,  a  long  and  barbarous  Indian  name,  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  pronounce,  "$10,000/'— 
next,  "John  Stedham,  $10,000,"  &o.  this 
list,  as  it  appears  in  Uie  documents  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  presented  to 
the  War  Department  by  Ri^  and  Vann. 

Mr.  Cook  resumed.  The  Secretary  had  been 
told  that  land  was  wanted  for  Ridge  and  Vann; 
but  had  replied  that  be  could  not  consent  to 
allow  any.  Money,  indeed,  had  been  given 
them,  OS  had  been  customary  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government — yet^  this  was  not  the 
act  of  the  Secretary ;  he  told  the  Creek  am- 
bassadors that  such  a  sum  would  be  granted 
them,  and  that  they  might  pay  it  to  Ridge  and 
Vann,  if  they  thought  proper;  bnt  no  such 
arrangement  should  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
treaty.  As  to  the  list  or  schedule,  according 
to  which  the  money  waa  to  be  divided,  it  waa 
not  presented  at  the  War  Department  till  the 
treaty  had  gone  to  the  Senate.  [Ur.  Tattnaij. 
here  referred  to  docnmenta,  and  Mr.  C.  ac- 
knowledged that,  in  this  particular,  he  had 
been  under  a  mistake.]  But  though  the  pro- 
position for  a  corrupt  partition  of  the  money 
Dad  been  made,  it  had  not  been  assented  to; 
and  this,  therefore,  fixed  no  immoral  charge  on 
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theSeoreUryorthaAdminirtratfon.  The  treaty 
does  sUpolate  that  the  monej  mentioned  shall  b« 
paid  "  to  the  chieie  and  wairiors" — whether  we 
can  alter  that  arrasgeineat  in  tbia  Honse  is  & 
TeiTBerions  question.  But,  however  thiaques- 
tion  might  b«  settled,  it  was  doiog  great  in- 
justice  to  the  conntry  and  its  Government,  to 
eaj,  without  better  proof,  that  the  Department 
had  connived  at  a  fool  fraud. 

Hr.  Ubbcui,  having  Itefore  songht  in  vain 
to  obtain  tho  Boor,  neit  addressed  the  Honse. 
I^  as  a  great  poet  had  proclaimed,  "an  honest 
man's  the  noblest  work  of  God,"  then,  sdd  Mr. 
)(.,taJamesBarbonreat!tled  to  that  high  eoli^f. 
No  man  on  earth  would  more  proudly  Bconi 
to  commit,  or  to  conceal  a  fraud,  than  the 
present  Secretary  of  War.  He  had  witnessed 
lus  conduct,  in  all  the  relattons  of  life,  public 
•nd  private — in  peace  and  in  war — in  the 
tented  field,  beneath  snltry  skies — In  the  dead 
of  Winter,  amldat  frosta  and  snows — aa  Oot- 
eroor,  le^slator,  soldier,  and  citizen,  of  Vir- 

S'nia.  A  pnrer  or  more  patriotdo  heart  than 
a  tiettB  not  in  the  breast  of  man.  It  is  no 
light  matter,  said  Ur.  M.,  in  a  desultory  debate, 
>t  the  very  close  of  a  Ions  protractM  sesrion 
of  CoDgresa,  to  indnuate  Uiat  such  a  man  has 
concealed,  or  connived  at  the  commissioa  of,  B. 
*' stnpendons  fraud."  Ur.  M.  denied  that  the 
Honse  is  bound  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect, 
which  bad  been  negotiated  or  consummated  by 
frand.  Prove  this  of  the  present  treaty,  and 
he  would  regard  it  with  as  little  respect  as  the 
blank  sheet  that  be  held  in  his  hand,  [tearing  it 
and  casting  it  on  the  floor,]  Bnch  a  treaty,  con- 
mdered  as  a  private  contract^  wonld  be,  in  law, 
not  merely  voidable,  but  void.  Void,  ab  initio. 
So  should  be  regard  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  if  mode  with  incompetent  persona, 
wnether  fraudulently  or  not.  Had  it  been 
submitted  to  this  Honse  for  an  appropriation, 
with  satisfactory  e^'idence  that  uie  Indian  ne- 
gotiators were  destitnte  of  authority  to  make 
It,  he  wonld  not  have  voted  a  cent  to  give  to  it 
effect 

Bo  would  he  decide  in  relation  to  this  treaty, 
If  it  were  or  conld  l>e  proved,  that  fraudulent 
means  hod  been  employed  for  its  ratification. 
But  where  is  the  evidence  of  such  frand  t 
Does  any  concealment  mark  this  trnnwotlonT 
The  fact  rapposed  to  warrant  the  in«nnation 
which  has  been  made  ia  Htomped  on  the  very 
face  of  the  treaty.    What  says  lU  third  article  t 

"  Immediately  after  the  ratiflcktion  of  tbEt  treaty, 
the  United  Slates  agree  to  paj  to  Ibc  chiefi  of  tli« 
said  DUion  the  bdid  of  two  hundred  and  Berentecn 
thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  Iho  nid  nation." 

Shall  be  immediately  paid  to  whomt  The 
chiefs  assembled  here,  asserted  that  they  bad 
authority  to  receive  the  stipulated  consideration. 
Is  ttiat  authority  doubted  or  denied  f  It  rests, 
■a  they  tnily  say,  on  the  same  evidence  with 
their  unquestioned  power  to  treat  at  si).  Their 
mdmjuMZ  ogreeioent,  among  tiiemselves,  rela- 


tive to  the  distribntjon  of  &  port  of  the  consid- 
eration, constitntes  no  link  of  the  preceding 
negotiation,  no  featm«  of  the  treaty  itself,  n 
is  their  separate  and  tndependent  Oct,  for  which 
they  ore  responsible,  not  to  the  8MTetary  of 
War,  or  to  us,  but  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  deputed  to  treat.  Is  the  Becretary  of  War 
bound-— haa  he  the  power^  to  follow  these 
chiefs  to  their  native  wilds,  m  order  to  etecute 
tlieir  laws,  to  enforce  among  themselves  their 
own  customs,  to  control  them  in  the  final  dis- 
trilmtion  of  the  money,  with  which  they  are 
entrusted  by  their  nationi 

If  this  treaty  be  valid,  the  appropriation 
which  we  make  should  conform  to  its  pro- 
visions. If  fi'andnlent  and  void,  no  ^proprio- 
tion  whatever  should  be  made. 

Had  the  treaty  been  silent  aa  to  the  part  of 
the  consideration  which  the  chie&  proposed  to 
distribute,  before  their  departure ;  hod  this 
sum  been  secretly  promised ;  had  it  been  pro- 
posed secretly  to  pay  it,  so  as  to  screen  the 
receivers  from  all  responsibility  to  the  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation;  there  would, 
indeed,  be  some  ground  for  the  imputation  of 
frani  On  this  subjeot,  although  n^ative  proof 
cannot  be  required,  we  are  happily  famished 
with  the  highest  exculpatory  testimony. 


cannot  be  renu 

with  the  highi  . 

SenatorfVom  Missouri,  of  distingnished  abilities, 


entitled,  it  need  scarcely  bo  added  to  the  high- 
eat  credit — a  gentleman  thoroagbly  acquainted 
with  the  progress  of  the  entire  n^tiation,  hod 
voluntarily  communicated  to  "Mi.  U. — [here 
some  gentleman  exclaimed  aloud,  that  Ur. 
Bemtos  had  so  informed  the  Senate.]  Mr.  U. 
proceeded.  He  had  no  right,  be  stud,  to  advert 
to  what  the  honorable  Senator  had  eud  in  his 
place,  to  the  body  of  which  be  is  a  member, 
but  be  bad  a  right  to  refer,  for  purposes  of 
public  justice,  to  bis  personal  assurance  to  him- 
self, that,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
this  treaty  had  h«en  conducted  on  the  fairest 
and  most  honorable  principles.  It  would,  in- 
deed, fnruish  matter  of  surprise,  if,  while  rumor 
had  denied  to  the  Secretary  any  shore  of  credit 
for  the  result  of  this  negotiation,  the  fraud  to 
which  it  seems  now  to  be  ascribed,  should  be 
imputed  to  him.  If  the  merit  of  success  be 
awarded  to  other  genUemen,  he  should  at  least 
be  acquitted  of  blame, 

[The  Speaker  here  questioned  whether  Kr. 
11.  was  in  order.] 

He  wai  miBunderstood,  Ur.  If.  rolled,  by 
the  Chair.  He  mode  no  charge  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. He  had  risen  to  acquit,  to  vindicate^ 
not  to  condemn. 

[The  Speaker  add  no  charge  had  been  made 
on  the  SecretaiT  of  War.] 

It  is  tme,  Mr.  M.  proceeded,  and  I  do  not 
aver  that  such  a  charge  lias  l>een  formally  made. 
But  the  view  which  had  been  presented  of  tiiis 
whole  subject,  rendered  such  an  inference  nat- 
ural, if  not  unavoidable ;  and  he  meant,  Mr.  IC 
said,  to  include  its  possibility. 

The  report  of  the  officer  of  Indian  afihira  dis- 
dosea  the  patomal  kindness  of  the  Secretaiy, 
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io  idTiBiag  the  chiefs  wbo  negotiated  the  treatj, 
to  defer  the  distribution  of  an^  part  of  the 
consideratioD  to  be  paid  tham,  until  their  re- 
tom  to  the  boBom  of  their  nation.  The  lan- 
Koase  of  this  frieadlj  and  considerate  cantioa 
naa  been  tortnred  Into  proof  of  an  tnteaded 
fi^od,  on  the  part  of  the  ohie&  ■  and  of  a  con- 
nivance at  its  perpetratioD,  on  the  part  of  tJie 
Secretary  of  War.  A  fmnd  to  be  perpetrated 
by  those  verj  chiefs  wbo,  it  ma^  be  presnmed, 
and  it  is  said,  gorern  the  oonncil  of  their  tribe 
at  home ;  and  which  the  treaty  that  they  are 
to  bear  to  that  connul  would  disdose  npon  its 
■reiy  features. 

Whatever  may  be  tlie  intention  of  these  ehleft, 
said  Ur.  H.,  do  bat  demonstrate  ttiis  treaty  to 
be  ftandnlent,  and  I  am  ready  to  pronounce  It 
Toid, 

He  would  consider  tliB  evils  of  Qat  oiril  war, 
of  which  a  gentleman  fVom  Georgia  has  Bpokco, 
as  for  preferable  to  the  open  sanction  of  an 
atrodons  frand,  by  the  Congress  of  the  TJaited 
Btates.  lime  has  often  healed  the  wonnds 
inflicted  by  war  upon  the  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
ple; bat  national  morality,  the  soarca  of  all 
national  happiness,  when  once  ntterly  lost,  has 
rarely,  if  ever,  been  restored.  He  had  not, 
however,  risen,  Ur.  H.  said,  to  disonss  the 
merits  of  the  late  Greek  treaties,  bat  to  vindi- 
oata  a  friend  from  reproach;  and  his  ol^oct 
was,  he  hoped,  accomplished. 

Ur.  Babtlett  saia  he  eonld  not  perceive 
that  the  question  now  before  the  Honse,  which 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
nt  Conference,  involved  at  all  the  qncstion  of 
the  treaty,  or  the  character  of  any  Individnol. 
Hie  treaty  provides,  that  a  certJiin  snm  of 
money  ehiS  oe  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
of  the  Creek  nation.  The  Senate  ailds,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  money  shall  be  distributed 
fai  a  certain  manner;  the  treaty  did  not  contra- 
dict snch  an  arrangement — but  the  House  disap- 
proved and  disagreed  to  it.  The  Seoate  insisted 
on  their  aniendment^-«ODferees  were  appointed 
— (uad  after  some  discnssiofi,  the  managers  of 
Ola  confereooe  agreed  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Honse  will  eSbct  the  some  object 
as  that  oonteroplated  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  It  0oes,  indeed,  a  little  farther,  and 
iniists  that  Uie  oiviMon  of  the  monev  shall  be 
made  in  flill  cooncil  of  the  nation.  But  now  it 
is  said  that  the  chie&  design  to  appropriate  the 
whole  snm  to  their  own  nse.  The  arrangement 
proposed  will  certeinly  prevent  the  eccom- 
plishment  of  any  such  de^gn,  if  it  eiiat  I 
would  have  consented  tothe  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  sufficient — intt  I  think  that  reported 
by  the  conferees  holds  out  a  more  effectual 
secnrity — and  it  oertunly  presents  no  question 
involving  the  integrity  or  reputation  of  any 
gentleman.  The  session  draws  riqiidly  to  its 
close,  and  we  have  on  our  table  tome  forty  or 
tif^  bills,  in  whicb  sundry  individuals  liave  a 
deep  interest.  Under  snch  circnmstancea, 
whatever  feelings  may  exist  in  the  minda  of 
•ome  gentlsBien  on  the  Butjject  at  tiiie  treaty, 
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there  oertahily  can  be  no  need  of  eiprewing 
them  any  fbrther  than  has  already  been  done. 
Mr.  Tbohvsoh,  of  Georgia,  said,  that,  how- 
ever impatient  the  Honse  might  l>e  to  take  the 
auestion,  he  felt  disposed  to  avail  himself  of 
iat  oi^rtunity  to  submit  a  few  brief  remarks 
to  the  Eonse  on  the  subject  then  nnder  discus- 
sion. Hr.  T.  said,  that  tne  honorable  Chiurman 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  Government,  in  carrying 
the  treaty  Into  effect,  ought  to  pm^ne,  literally, 
the  stipulMions  of  the  treaty.  In  that  opinion, 
JCr.  T.  entirely  agreed  with  the  honorable 
ch^rman,  as  well  as  with  his  fiiend  ttma  Geor* 
gia,  fColonel  Tattnall,)  but  this  coincidence  of 
opinion,  between  the  honorable  chairman  and 
himself,  lead  to  results  directly  opposite.  Thft 
ch^rman  of  the  committee  is  opposed  to  tho 
amendment  originally  made  to  this  bill  by  the 
Senate,  because  that  amendment  provided  that 
the  consideration  money,  to  be  paid  under  this 
treaty,  shoold  be  paid  to  the  Creek  Indian^ 
according  to  the  scale  of  distribution  of  annul* 
ties,  whicb  provision  tho  honorable  gentleman 
considers  a  departure  A-om,  or  a  violation  of^ 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  which  stipnlates 
that  the  money  should  be  p^d  to  the  ohiefiL 
head-men,  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians.  How,  then,  can  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman support  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  Conference?  Does  not  th« 
provisions  of  this  amendment  equally  violate 
the  etipnlatioDs  of  the  third  article  of  the 
trcs^f  That  article  expressly  stipulated,  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  chiefs,  head- 
men, and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, a  certmn  sum  of  money,  "immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty."  What  ia 
the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  these  words  t 
Vay  not  these  chiefs  demand  iromediate  pay- 
ment to  be  made  to  them  here  t  Have  thA 
United  States  a  right  to  withhold  payment 
now,  and  so  alter  the  treaty  that  payment  shall 
be  made,  not  hero,  bat  in  the  Creek  nation, 
and  at  a  fature  period  f  If  it  is  competent  for 
the  United  States  to  defer  the  payment  to  ft 
fbture  period,  how  long  may  they  not  withhold 
it  I  If  this  is  a  treaty,  the  delegation  may  oei> 
tainly,  according  to  Its  stipulations,  demand  thft 
money  immediately.  The  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  informs  me,  sdd  Ur.  T^. 
"that  tiie  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors  of 
the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  are  not  here,  but 
in  the  Creek  nation,  and  that  payment  must, 
consequently,  be  made  to  a  comicll  ot,  and  in, 
the  nation ;  masmnch  as  the  treaty  stipulates 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  chiefs,  head-men, 
and  warriors  of  that  nation."  Hr.  T.  said,  if 
be  had  supposed  those  chiefs,  head-men,  and 
warriors  to  bo  here,  he  stood  corrected  by  the 
(rentleraan-,  but,  if  the  gentieman  conceded  to 
the  delegation  tiie  power  to  conclude  this  con- 
tract or  treaty,  he  surely  would  not  deny  to 
them  the  right  to  receive  the  considerwon 
money.  This  right  had  been  oonceded  to  tiiem 
by  the  Deportment :  for,  on  the  prewntaticn 
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hj  John  Ridse  and  Joe  Yann  (Cherokees)  of 
a  list,  exhibitiiig  a  scale  of  an  intended  distri- 
batioD  of  one  hundred  and  flftj-nine  thousand 
dollars,  with  a  demand  that  the  sums  desig- 
nated should  be  separate);  counted,  sealed  up, 
and  paid,  in  the  Department,  to  the  individuals 
to  whom  those  sums  were  respectively  aarigned, 
the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau  replied,  that 

Ea;iDent  could  not  be  niade  there,  but  that  he 
ad  no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  bank 
would,  to  oblige  them,  make  the  arrangemeat 
required.  Although,  Ur.  T.  sdd,  he  did  not 
consider  this  a  valid  treat;,  jet  those  who 
diumed  the  possession  of  competent  power,  had 
decided  that  it  was :  and,  agreeing  with  the 
honorable  chairman,  and  his  mend  from  Geor- 
gia, that  the  stipulations  of  a  treatj  ousht  to 
be  literallf  fulfilled  and  complied  with,  he 
could  not  support  either  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed ;  beeauso  each  was 
equall;  a  violation  oi  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty;  but  i^  like  the  honorable  chainnan, 
he  could  vote  for  the  amendment  reported  b; 
the  oommittee,  and  now  under  consideration, 
he  could  more  readil;  and  chcerfull;  vote  for 
the  Senate's  first  amendment,  as  better  calcu- 
lated to  seonre  the  legitimate  ol^ects  of  the 
treat;,  and  meet  the  ends  of  justice.  And 
here  he  could  not  but  express  much  surprise, 
that  gentlemen  had  been  unable  to  find,  in  the 
drcumstauces  of  this  transaction,  any  evidence 
of  an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  delegation, 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  their  nation.  Mr.  T. 
Biud  he  cherished  due  respect  for  gentlemen 
and  their  opinions,  bnt  the  evidence  of  frand 
was  so  clear  to  him,  that  he  could  not  conceive 
how  it  could  be  doabtcd.  Where,  asked  Kr. 
T.,  in  the  history  of  the  repudiated  treaty,  can 
you  find  the  evidence  of  fraud  bo  gross  as  that 
which  is  exhibited  by  the  documents  connected 
with  the  treat;  now  under  conMderution  ? 
There  was  none.  Mr.  T.  said  he  conceded  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  high  character  which 
had  been  attributed  to  htm,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  by  the  gentleman  &om  Virginia, 
nSr.  MsBox&,)-— he  felt  no  disposition  to  derogate 
from  faia  merit — and  he  protested  against  the 
ri^t  of  any  member  to  attribute  to  him  an  nn- 
fnendl;  disposition  towards  the  honorable 
Secretary ;  but  he  must  state  the  facts  of  the 
transaction,  and  facts  were  stubborn  things. 
Before  the  treaty  was  ratified,  a  list  had  been 
exhibited  b;  John  Bidge  and  Joe  Vami,  to  the 
head  of  the  Indian  Bnrcau,  showing  the  in- 
tended ^stribution  of  the  money  to  be  paid 
under  the  treat; ;  and,  from  that  list,  it  ancwar- 
ed  that  $16,000  was  to  bepud  to  John  Ridge, 
another  $16,000  to  Joe  Yann,  and  (10,000  to 
old  M^or  Ridge,  another  Cherokee.  The  head 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  was  apprised  of  the  in- 
tended fraud,  and  the  only  notice  which  he 
deigned  to  take  of  the  corrupt  intention  waa,  a 
mmple  declaration  that  it  was  no  nfioir  of  the 
Government.  Bidge  and  Yann  had,  however, 
been  asked,  whether  the  whole  delegation  knew 
as  well  as  the;  did,  the  mode  which  they  had 
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adopted  for  the  distribution  of  the  mcmeyl 
Ridge fronklyanswered,  "No;"  bntthatCboth- 
le  YohotoandCboiies  Comuells  knew,  and  that 
was  enough.  This  was  reported  by  the  bead 
of  tlie  Indian  Bureau  to  the  Secretary  of  ^u, 
who  directed  that  the  delegation  should  appear 
in  the  Department.  They  attended.  The  Secre- 
tary represented  to  them  the  danger  that  might 
arise  from  so  partial  a  distribntion  of  Iluir 
money ;  aa  their  people  might  not  subscribe  to 
it.  They  replied,  that  the;  knew  what  the; 
were  about  "The  interpreter  was  then  di- 
rected, to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  no 
de«re  to  control  that  over  which  the  treaty 
had  given  them  the  ^wer,  bat,  as  the  paper 
hod  been  handed  to  bim,  he  wished  to  read  it, 
and  know  whether  they  agreed  to  have  the 
disposition  made  of  the  money  which  was 
therein  indicated.  They  answered,  each,  and 
individually,  Yes ; "  repeating  that  it  was  their 
own  arrangement,  and  the  fears  the  Secretary 
had  expre^cd,  in  regard  to  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  course,  upon  their  people  at  home, 
need  not  be  indulged,  for  that  the;  would  see 
that  their  people  ratified  the  arrangement,  aa, 
in  the  event  of  an;  dissatisCaction,  the;  W 
their  annuity,  and  Uiis  very  money,  and  would 
so  apply  it  as  to  satisfy  all.  The  Secretary  re- 
plied, "  that  be  still  bad  his  feats,  but  could 
only  advise."  Thua,  said  Kr.  T.,  the  facta 
show,  that  the  Secretary  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  intended  fraud.  But  gentlemen  Me 
no  fraud,  no  cormption  in  all  this.  Look  into 
tliese  documents.  Here  is  tangible  evidence  of 
gross  corruption.  It  was  evident  that  Bidge 
and  Yann  had  attempted  a  trick  on  the  Creek 
Delegation.  Ur.  T.  said,  it  was  true  tfaatth* 
wliole  delegation  had  heard  the  paper  read,  yet 
the;  did  not  understand  English,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  honorable  Secretary  did  not  under- 
stond  the.  Creek  Indian  language.  It  was 
therefore,  no  very  difficult  matter  for  an  apt 
inten)reter  to  deceive  both  the  Secretary  and 
the  Indiana.  One  thing,  said  Ur,  T^  la,  bov- 
ever,  clear,  that  John  Ridge,  and  Joe  Yann, 
and  old  U^or  Ridge,  all  Cherokee  Indians, 
were  to  receive  for^  thousand  dollars  of  the 
money  which  was,  according  to  the  stipnlatiom 
of  the  treaty,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  State* 
to  the  chie&,  head-men,  and  warrion  ot  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  in  consideratitHi  of  the 
territory  ceded  b;  the  Creek  Indians  to  the 
United  States.  What  entitled  these  Cherokees 
to  this  enormous  sum  T  They  had  no  interest 
the  Creek  notion.  They  were  not  entitltd 
one  foot  of  hind  in  the  Creek  country,  neither 
sre  the;  chiefs,  head-men,  or  warriors  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indiana.  What  claim,  then, 
could  the;  liarc  to  fort;  thousand  dollars  of 
the  mone;  stipulated  to  bo  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and  worriers 
of  tlie  Creek  nation  of  Indiana}  lb.  T.  svd, 
it  could  not  be  concealed  that  there  was  palpa- 
ble and  grods  fraud  and  corruption  in  tliis 
transaction.  Gentlemen  sav,  all  this  was  ncA 
concealed.    They  had  heard  it  openly  qxJwa 
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ot  All  be  conid  EAj  to  this  was,  they  had  been 
more  fortonata  than  he  had  been.  He  certainly 
bad  DOTer  heard  of  these  corrupt  traasocttons, 
or  that  sacb  a  sum  as  forty  tbunund  doUan 
was  intended  to  be  givea  to  Cherokee  InilianR, 
vho  have  no  intareet  in  the  treaty,  until  this 
infonnation  was  drawn  from  the  department 
by  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

ICr.  DwioHT  insisted  that  the  omendpient 
was  in  accordance  with  the  treaty ;  the  treaty 
Nys  the  money  shaU  be  paid  "to  the  chiefs  and 
warriors."  "  The  chiafe  "  of  the  Creek  nation 
are  not  here — they  ore  in  the  Creek  notioii — 
a  delegation  only  is  here,  for  diplomatic  par- 
p09e9,but  "the  ebiefi"ara  at  Dome;  if  the 
money,  then,  sbonld  be  paid  in  the  midst  of  a 
coanoil  of  the  nation,  It  wonld  be  paid  as  the 
treat?  stipalate& 

Mr.  T&oKFSoir  said,  that,  if  he  had  supposed 
that  all  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  were 
present  in  the  City  of  Wasbington,  he  stood 
coneoted  by  the  gentleman  ^m  Mosaachn- 
Ktts;  bnt,  if  the  delegation  here  ftora  the 
Creek  nation  were  duly  authorited  to  make 
the  contract,  then  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and 
warriors  of  the  Creek  nation,  were  virtually 
present ;  and,  even  if  the  money  mnst  be  piud 
to  the  chiefs  and  wsrriora,  it  would  be  no  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty,  should  payment  bo  made 
to  their  delegation.  If  the  delegation  had 
power  to  enter  into,  they  had  power  to  con- 
stmimate  the  contract;  that  immediate  pny- 
mmt  of  the  consderation  money  was  indis- 
pensable to  the  coasnmmatioQ  of  the  contract ; 
that,  OS  the  treaty  stipulates  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  to  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and 
warriors  of  the  Creek  satjon,  immediately  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  it  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  its  express  Btipulationii,  should  pay- 
ment be  withheld  until  a  future  period;  for, 
if  It  can  be  withheld  one  day,  it  may  be  with- 
held indefinitely. 

Ur.  HoFnAH  sud  he  was  anxloaB  to  eeo 
this  niattar  ended.     For  himself,  he  should 

afer  the  amendment  of  'the  Benat« ;  but  he 
ieved  there  was  not  now  sufficient  time  to 
attain  it — and,  being  of  opinion,  that  the  preA- 
ont  proposition  would  be  bo  carried  into  effect 
as  to  prevent  the  fVand  contemplated,  he  wonld 
eonsent  to  vote  for  it. 

Ur.  WiLLiuiB  now  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
titn,  bat  witbdrev  the  motion  nitder  an  as< 


Burance  that  the  debate  would  not  be  further 
protracted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  and 
carried. 

AeeounUo/^r.  Monroe. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe,"  as  insisted  on  by  that 
body,  having  been  read,  (allowing  intereat, 
which,  with  the  principal,  amounta  to  $21},' 
000)— 

Mr.  DwTGm  moved  that  the  House  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Sawtkr  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  They  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  S8,  nays  A7. 

Bo  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Houm 
am:ed  to  recede  from  ita  disagreement,  (the 
effect  of  which  is  to  pass  the  bill  as  amended.) 

And  the  House  atljoumed^  (at  half-past  four 
o'clock,  A.  H.) 

UoxDAT,  Hay  22. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  TosnjiraoN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a  mensige  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inrorm  them  that  this  House,  huvinf;  completed 
the  buGinGsa  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
prrseot  session  by  nn  aitjoiinimeiit  on  thpir  part ; 
aad  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  tho  said  memge. 
Mr.  Wright  offered ^e  following: 
Rtiolwi,  That  a  commiltee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  Join  inch  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  port  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
tho  President  of  tho  Dniicd  Btaiea,  and  to  notiiy 
him  that,  unlcn  he  may  have  other  connnunicatlaoa 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Coogress,  they  are 
ready  to  adjourn. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Mebobb  and  Mr.  Toklixsok  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
Mr.  MucBB,  from  the  aliove-named  commit- 
tee, reported  that  they  had  wuted  on  the  Pres- 
ident, and  informed  him  that  the  two  Housea 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  and  that  he  informed 
them  th^  be  had  no  further  communication  to 
make  to  either  House. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAeenr,  the  House 
adjourned,  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  X>&- 
cember  nest. 
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IfoitsAT,  December  4,  1826. 
The  Hon.  Johjt  Q.  Ciuiomi,  Vice  I'resident 

of  the  rnlted  States,  took  the  chair  at  12 
o'clock,  and  the  roll  being  called  over  by  the 
Secretary,  (Waltbb  Lowbib,  Ebij.,)  it  appeored 
that  thirty-eight  members  were  present. 

The  usual  message  was  communicated  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  being  formed,  &c., 
and  the  nsuitt  Btaadliig  orders  agreed  to. 

Bimart  U>  tht  Dead. 

Mr.  GtATTOK  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
OS  follows : 

In  conseqnence  of  the  lamented  death  of  my 
late  colleague,  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  but  at  a  period  bo  late 
that  intelligence  of  the  event  did  not  airlvo 
here  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  I 
now  take  occaaioQ  to  propose  the  usnal  resolu- 
tions testifying  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  their  regret 
for  his  death.  His  amiable  temper  and  gentle- 
manly deportment — his  talents  and  high  stand- 
ing in  this  body,  were  too  well  known  to  all 
the  members  to' need  any  eulogy  from  me.  As 
he  was  known  to  them  all,  bo  mast  his  memorv 
be  respected  and  his  death  lamented;  and, 
therefore,  I  propose  the  following  resolution : 

JlaiiiKd,  Thnt  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
■  desire  of  showing  every  msrk  of  rcRpeeC  due  to 
the  memory  of  Ibe  Hon.  NicnoLis  Vm  Dvik,  d«- 
ceued,  Ulc  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the 
usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  leuod  the  leit  mm. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nnn.  con. 

Ur.  DicEERSOK  then  rose,  and  said, 

Mr.  President  r  The  melancholy  dnty  de- 
volves upon  me,  of  iinnouncing  to  the  Senate 
the  death  of  my  late  coUeagne,  the  Hon.  Jo- 
BBpn  McTlvaikb.  Mr.  McUvaikb  was  selected, 
by  the  Legislatnre  of  New  Jersey,  to  represent 
the  State  in  this  body,  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
learning,  talents,  and  integrity.  Unfortunately, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  being  ossoeiated 
villi  us,  he  was  the  victim  of  a  punAil  disease. 


which  terminated  only  with  hia  life.     Kot- 

withstjmding,  he  aasiduonely  performed  all  the 
duties  of  his  station,  so  far  as  the  debilitated 
state  of  Ills  health  would  permit ;  and,  in  all 
bis  intercourse  with  the  Senate,  his.deportmetit 
was  of  a  character  so  courteous  and  conciliat- 
ing, that  ho  gfuned  the  esteem  of  all  his  associ- 
ates. As  a  mark  of  the  respect  which  the  Sen- 
ate entertains  for  his  character  and  memory,  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Sttebtd,  TItat  the  mcmben  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  dedre  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Honorable  JosErii  McIltiimk, 
deceued,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by 
the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  resolution  was  nnonimonsly  agreed  to. 

TuBiDAT,  December  6. 

Hr.  Bhttb,  fhim  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  "  inform  him  that  anorums  of  the 
two  Houses  have  assembled,  ana  that  Congress 
are  ready  to  receive  any  commnnication  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make,^'  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee hod  performed  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
answered  tlint  he  woold  make  a  communica- 
tion, in  writing,  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, this  day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Soon  after  which,  the  private  Secretary  of 
the  President,  (Mr.  J.  Adajis,)  come  iu  and  de- 
livered the  Message. 

Te  the  BenaU  and  Houtt  of  R^rnttiialmt  of  A* 
Vnitid  Slattt  :— 

The  assemblage  of  the  representatives  of  our 
Union  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  nt  Ibis  time,  oc- 
curs under  clrcumatBDoes  calling  for  the  renewed 
homage  of  our  grateful  acknowled-fmcnts  to  the 
Girer  of  all  cood.  With  the  exceptions  inriiirnUl 
lo  the  moat  btidtous  condition  of  human  existence, 
we  continue  to  be  highly  favored  in  all  the  elements 
which  contribute  to  indlTldual  comfort  and  to  na- 
tlonnl  prosperity.  In  the  survey  of  our  eitensiva 
CDunlijf  we  are  generally  to  ti>acrTe  abodes  «f 


DEBATES  OF  OONaRESS. 


1826.] 


[SEKATIb 


hollh  mod  regiona  of  plenty.  In  our  ciTiI  and 
polHial  TcUtiDns,  we  hare  peace  wltbont,  and  tnn- 
qnintl;  witblo  our  borders.  Wb  are,  u  *,  people, 
increuiiig  with  unabated  rapiditj  in  population, 
wealth,  uid  national  reiourcei ;  and,  whaterer  dif- 
ferencea  of  opnion  exist  among  ui  with  regard  to 

the  mode  and  the  means  bj  wliich  1      

beneficence  of  HeiTen  io  the  impi 

own  condition,  there  ii  yet  a  spirit  animating  us 

all,  which  will  not  suffer  iha  bounties  of  Providence 

to  be  ahowered  upon  lu  in  tud,  bnt  will  receiTo 

Ifacm  with  grateful  hearti,  and  apply  them  wilh 

wnacaried  hands  to  the  adTanccmcnt  of  the  general 

good. 

Of  the  snbjecta  recommended  to  the  con^dera. 
tion  of  CongreS}  at  their  last  Besaion,  BOnie  were 
then  definitely  acted  npoo.  Others  left  unGnL'Jicd, 
but  partly  matured,  will  recur  to  your  attention, 
withoDt  needing  a  renewal  of  notice  from  me.  The 
purpose  of  this  commuuication  will  be  to  present 
to  jour  Yiew  the  general  aspect  of  our  public  aSilrs 
at  thi«  moment,  Md  the  "  -     .  •  .  . 


In  our  interconne  with  the  other  nalioni  of  the 
(arth,  we  bkre  atill  thehap^nen  of  enjoying  peace 
and  a  general  good  imdentantUng ;  qualified,  how- 
eier,  in  severu  important  tnflances,  by  collinoni 
of  interest,  wid  bj  muatlifled  claims  of  justice,  to 
the  seiitement  of  which  the  eonsUtntlonoI  interpo- 
lition  of  the  legislative  anthoiity  may  become 
nldmately  indifpensabte. 

Bj  the  decease  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  of 
Bmua,  which  occurred  contemporaneously  with  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
rnitcd  Slatea  have  been  deprived  of  a  long-tried, 
(tcady,  andfaithfiil  fncnd.  Bom  totbe  inheritance 
ef  absolnte  power,  and  trained  In  the  school  of  ad- 
Tctsity,  from  which  no  power  on  earth,  however 
ibsolntc,  is  exempt,  that  monarch,  from  his  youth 
lud  been  taught  to  feet  the  force  and  Tuloe  of 
pubCc  opinion,  and  to  be  aeoHble  that  the  interests 
of  his  own  government  would  be  best  promoted  by 
a  frank  aod  friendly  inteQIourse  with  this  republic, 
u  those  of  his  people  would  be  advaoced  by  a  lib- 
eral commercial  intercourse  with  oor  country.  A 
candid  and  conBdential  interchange  of  aentimcnts 
between  him  and  the  Government  of  ths  United 
Btales,  opOD  the  alTairs  of  South  America,  took 
Iiltce  at  a  period  not  long  preceding  bis  demise, 
and  contributed  to  fix  that  course  of  policy  which 
left  lo  the  other  Goremmeots  of  Europe  no  alter- 
nstirebut  that  of  sooner  or  later  recognizing  the  in- 
dependence of  our  soalhem  neighbors,  of  which 
the  eiami^  hid  by  the  United  States  already  been 
set.  The  ordinary  diplonuiio  conmunicatioos  be- 
tween bis  miccessor,  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  aod  the 
Oniled  States,  have  suffered  some  interruption  by 
the  illneai,  departore,  and  tnbsequent  decease  of 
hit  nioisler  residing  here,  who  enjoyed,  as  he 
twrited,  the  entire  conGdeoce  of  his  new  sorerelgn, 
as  he  had  eminently  responded  to  that  of  bts  pre- 
deeetsor.  Bat  ne  hate  had  the  moat  salisGactory 
usunnces  that  the  sentiments  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror toward  (he  United  States  are  altogether  con- 
fannable  to  those  which  had  to  long  and  constantly 
xuButed  Ms  imperial  brotber;  and  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  they  will  acrvs  to  cement  that  harmony 
and  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations 
*hidi,  fmiiHled  in  c«n^iiitl  interem,  cannot  bttt 


resolt  In  the  advaiMement  of  the  wellkte  and  pros- 
perity of  both. 

Oiv  relations  of  commerce  and  naviga^on  with 
France  are,  by  the  operation  of  the  conTeoiion  of 
24th  June,  1BS2,  with  that  natloa,  In  a  state  of 
gradual  and  progreasiTe  improvement.  Coorineed 
by  all  our  expertence,  no  less  than  by  the  princlplea 
of  &ir  and  Utjeral  reciprocity  which  the  United 
States  have  constantly  tendered  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  as  the  rule  of  commercial  intercourse 
which  tbey  would  uoiveraally  prefer,  that  fair  and 
equal  competition  is  most  condncive  to  the  interests 
of  both  parties,  the  United  States,  In  the  negotisi- 
tlon  of  that  convention,  eamestlr  contended  for  t, 
mutual  renunciation  of  discrimiualing  duties  and 
charges  in  the  ports  of  the  two  countries.  Unable 
to  obtain  the  immediate  recognition  of  this  princi- 
ple in  Its  full  extent,  after  reducing  the  duties  of 
discrimination  so  Gu  as  was  fotmd  attainable,  it  wal 
agreed  that,  at  the  ei{aration  of  two  years  from 
the  first  of  October,  18S2,  when  the  convention 
was  to  go  into  eflcct,  nnlesi  a  notice  of  rii  monthi 
on  either  side  should  be  ^ven  to  the  other,  that 
the  convention  itself  must  terminate,  those  dutiea 
should  be  reduced  by  ooe-fonrth,  and  that  this  re- 
duction should  be  yearly  repeated  until  all  discrimt- 
n  should  cease  while  the  eon  renlion  itself  should 
nuefn  force.  By  the  effect  of  this  stip^Uon, 
tbrce-fonrlhs  of  the  discriminating  duties  which  had 
been  levied  by  each  party,  upon  the  vessels  of  the 
other  in  its  ports,  have  already  been  removed ;  and 
on  the  firat  of  next  October,  diould  the  coovention 
be  still  in  force,  the  remaining  fourth  will  be  dis- 
continued. French  vessels,  laden  with  French  pro- 
duce, will  be  received  in  our  ports  on  the  same 
terms  as  oar  own  ;  and  ours,  in  return,  will  eiyoj 
the  same  advantages  in  the  porta  ofFrance. 

By  these  approiimalioos  to  an  equality  of  datlea 
and  of  charges,  not  only  has  thecomraerce  between 
two  countries  prospered,  bat  friendly  dispo- 
is  have  iMen  on  both  sides  enconniged  and 
promoted.  They  will  continue  to  be  cherished  and 
cultitatcd  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
would  have  been  gratiTying  to  have  had  it  in  tny 
•ower  to  add,  that  the  cli&ns  upon  the  jostice  of 
he  French  Government,  involving  the  property 
nd  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  many  of  o>ir 
fellow-citizens,  and  which  have  been  so  long  and 
so  earnestly  urged,  were  la  a  more  promising  train 
of  adjustment  than  atyonrlast  meeting;  bat  their 
— ^ndition  remains  nn^lered. 

With  the  Gotemment  of  the  Ketberiandt,  ths 
roatDal  abaudonment  of  discriminating  duties  hod 
been  regulated  by  the  legislative  acta  on  both  rides. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  the  SOth  of  April,  1818, 
abolished  all  discriminating  duties  of  impost  sod 
'oiinage,  upon  the  vessels  and  produce  of  the  Netb> 
Tlands  in  the  ports  of  tbo  United  States,  upon 
he  assurance  given  by  the  Government  of  the  Xetb- 
irlandi,  that  all  anch  duliea  operating  against  lbs 
shipping  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  thU 
kingdom  had  been  aboliahed.  These  redproeal 
regulations  hod  continued  In  force  several  years, 
when  the  discriminating  prineiple  was  resumed  by 
the  ffetberlands  in  a  itew  and  mdlrect  form,  by  a 
bounty  of  ten  per  cent.,  in  the  shape  of  a  return  of 
dutiea  to  their  national  vessels,  and  in  which  those 
of  the  United  States  are  not  permitted  to  partici- 
pate. By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  Jannary, 
IB:;!,  all  ffiscriminating  duties  lo  the  United  Sute« 
were  a^^  sofvended,  so  br  M  relaMd  to  the  T*tr 
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.eela  and  produce  of  tbe  Netherlands,  bo  loDg  as  tbe 
rci'iprocal  eicmptioD  sbould  be  extended  10  the 
vessflla  &Dd  produce  of  the  United  Suteain  tbo  Neth- 
erlunds.  But  the  xame  act  provides  thkt,  in  tbe 
evG[it  of  D  restoration  of  discriminating  dutl«l  to 
operate  against  tbe  sbipping  and  commerce  of  the 
raited  States  In  anj  of  the  foreign  countries  re- 
ferred to  tbcrelQ,  tbe  suspension  of  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  the  navigation  of  such  foreign 
country  should  cease,  and  all  tbo  provi^ons  of  the 
acts  imposing  diacriminalirig  foreign  touoago  and 
Import  duties  in  the  United  States  abould  revive 
.and  be  in  full  force  with  regard  to  that  nation. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Government  of 
(be  NetherlaodB  upon  this  subject,  tbe;  havs  con- 
tended that  tbe  fiLVOr  shovn  to  their  own  shipping 
bj  tbis  bounty  upon  their  toanngo  Is  not  to  be 
conddcrcd  as  a  discriminntorj  dutv.  But  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  it  produces  all  the  aame  efTccts. 
Had  the  mutual  abolition  been  stipulated  bj  treatj, 
such  a  bounty  upon  tbe  national  Tesacls  could 
acarcely  have  been  granted  consistently  with  good 
Cdih.  Yet,  a*  tbe  set  of  Congress  of  7tb  January, 
18^4,  has  not  expressly  authoriied  tbe  eiecutiio 
authority  to  determine  vhat  shall  be  conndered  as 
.a  revirul  of  diacriminatiog  duUcS  by  a  foreign  OoT- 
cmment  to  tbe  disadvantage  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  tbe  retaliatory  measure  on  our  part,  however 
Just  and  neccseary,  may  tend  rather  to  that  conQict 
of  tcgjalation  which  we  deprecate,  than  to  that  con- 
cert to  which  we  invite  ait  commercial  nations  as 
most  condui'ivc  to  their  interest  and  our  own,  I  have 
thought  it  more  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
Stitulions  10  refer  tbe  subject  again  to  tbe  para- 
mount authority  of  the  le^alature  to  decide  what 
measure  the  emergency  nny  require,  than  abruptly 
by  proclsmalJon  to  carry  ioto  effect  the  miiuitory 
provision  of  the  act  of  182t. 

During  the  last  sestion  of  Congress,  treaties  of 
amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  were  negotiated 
and  signed  at  this  place  with  the  GoTemmenC  of 
Denmark  in  Europe,  and  with  the  federation  of  Cen- 
tral America  in  tbis  bcmispbere.  These  treaties 
then  received  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  advice  and  consent  to  their  ratifloation. 
Tbey  were  accordingly  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
bare  also  been  ratiSed  by  the  other  respective  con- 
tracting parties.  Tbe  ratifications  bave  been  ex- 
changed, and  they  bare  been  published  by  procla- 
mations, copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated 
to  Congress  These  treaties  have  eBtabliebed  be- 
tween the  contracUng  parties  the  principles  of 
equality  and  reciprocity  in  their  broadest  and  most 
liberal  extent.  Each  party  admitting  tbo  vessels  of 
the  otlier  into  Its  ports,  laden  with  cargoes  the  pro- 
duce or  manu&cturo  of  any  quarter  of  the  globe, 
upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  that  are  chargeable  upon  their  own. 
They  have  further  stipulated,  that  the  parties  shall 
bcrcstter  grant  no  favor  of  navigation  or  commerce 
to  any  other  nation,  which  ^ati  not,  upon  tbe  tame 
terms,  be  granted  to  each  other;  and  that  neither 
party  will  impose  upon  articles  of  mercbandise,  tbe 
produce  or  tnanuiiLClure  of  the  other,  any  other  or 
liigber  duties  than  apoa  tbe  like  articles,  being  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  any  other  country.  To 
these  prindples  there  is,  in  the  convention  with  Dcn- 
nirk,  an  exception  with  regard  to  the  colonies  of 
that  kingdom  in  the  Arctic  scaa,  bat  none  vlth  re- 
■gard  to  her  aolonie*  in  (he  West  India*. 


In  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  tlie  term  to 
wbich  our  last  commercial  treaty  with  Sweden  was 
limited  has  expired.  A  continnation  of  it  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Swedish  Qovemment,  and  la 
believed  to  be  desirable  on  tbe  part  of  the  United 
States.  Ithasbcenpropoaed  by  the  Eingof  Bweden 
tbat,  pending  the  negotiation  of  renewal,  the  expired 
treaty  should  be  mutually  considered  as  still  in 
force ;  a  measure  which  will  require  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  be  carried  into  eOect  on  our  part,  and 
which  1  therefore  recommend  to  your  consideratiDa. 

With  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  in  general  all 
the  European  powers,  between  whomand  the  United 
States  relations  of  friendly  intercourse  have  existed, 
tbeir  condition  has  not  mateilally  varied  since  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  I  regret  not  to  be  able  to 
say  tbe  same  of  our  commercial  Intcrconrae  with  the 
colonial  possessions  of  Ot«at  Britain  in  America. 
Negotiationaoftbe  highest  Importance  to  our  com- 
mon interests  bare  been  for  several  years  In  discus 
elon  between  the  two  GoTemiDents,a&doDthe  part 
of  the  United  Slates  have  been  Invaiubly  pursued  in 
the  spirit  of  candor  and  conciliation.  Interests  of 
great  magnitude  and  delicacy  had  been  adjusted  by 
the  conventions  of  1815  and  1818,  while  tbat  of 
1821,  mediated  by  tbe  late  Emperor  Alexander,  had 
promised  a  satisfactory  compromise  of  claims  which 
tho  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  in  justice  to 
the  rights  of  a  numerous  class  of  their  citiiena,  was 
bound  to  sustain.  But  with  regard  to  the  commer> 
clol  intercourse  between  the  United  SUIes  and  the 
British  colonies  in  America,  it  has  been  hitherto 
found  impraelicabla  to  bring  tho  parties  to  so  under- 
standing satisfactory  to  both.  Tbe  relative  geo- 
graphical position,  and  the  respectivo  products  of 
nature,  cultivated  by  human  Industry,  had  consti- 
tuted the  elements  of  a  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  British  America,  insulst 
and  continental,  important  to  the  inhabitants  of 
both  countries.  But  it  bad  been  Interdicted  by 
Great  Britain,  opon  a  principle  heretofore  practised 
upon  by  the  colonizing  nations  of  Europe,  of  hold- 
ing tbe  trade  of  their  colonies,  each  In  eielunve 
monopoly  to  herself.  AJler  tbe  termination  of  tbe 
late  war.  this  Interdiction  had  been  revived,  and  the 
British  Government  dccll&ed  including  this  portion 
of  our  lolercourso  with  ber  possessions  in  tbe  nego- 
tiation of  tbe  conTcntlon  of  1816.  Tbe  trade  was 
then  carried  On  excluuvetyin  British  vessels,  till  the 
act  of  Congress  concerning  navigation,  of  1818,  and 
tha  supplemental  act  of  IBSO,  met  the  Interdict  by 
a  correspondiog  measure  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  United 
States.  These  measures,  not  of  retaliation,  but  of 
necessary  self-defence,  were  soon  succeeded  by  an 
act  of  pariisnieni,  opening  certain  cotouinl  ports  to 
the  vessels  of  tbe  United  States,  coming  direedy 
from  them,  and  to  the  importation  from  them  of 
certain  articlcsof  our  produce,  burdened  with  beavy 
duUes,  and  excluding  some  of  tbe  most  valuabw 
articles  of  our  exports.  The  United  States  opened 
their  ports  to  British  vessels  from  the  colonies  upon 
terms  as  exactly  corresponding  with  those  of  tbe  act 
of  parliament,  as  in  tbe  rcUtiTO  portion  of  the  par- 
ties could  be  made.  And  a  negotiation  was  com- 
menced by  mutual  consent,  with  tbe  hope  on  oar 
part  that  a  reciprocal  spirit  of  accommodation  and 
a  common  sentiment  of  the  importance  of  the  trada 
to  the  iutereats  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, between  whom  it  must  be  carried  on,  would 
ultimately  bring  the  parties  to  a  compromise,  with 
which  both  might  be  satisfied.    With  this  Tiew,  Urn 
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GoTenuuenlortke  United  Butes  hid  detenu  Ined  to 
mcriSca  Mmethiiig  of  that  entire  reciprocilj  which 
la  til  commerciat  UTaiigenieiiti  wilb  foreign  powen 
tbej  >r«  entitled  to  donuid,  and  to  acquiewe  Id 
■ome  inefjualiliea  dteadnmtageoiu  to  onreelTeE, 
rtther  tlian  to  forego  the  beneflt  of  a  flnal  and  per^ 
maoent  atyuitmmit  of  thia  interest,  to  the  Mtiafkc- 
tioii  of  Great  Britain  herself.  The  negotiation, 
repeatedly  iiupended  by  accidental  circumatances, 
ira«,  howeTer,  by  miUiul  agreement  and  eipreu 
auent,  erauidered  ■■  pending,  and  to  be  speedily 
leanmed.  In  tbe  neao  tine,  another  act  of  parlia- 
ment, so  donbtfol  and  aialiigDoui  in  ita  import  aa  to 
hare  been  miimndeTStood  by  the  offlcersln  thecolo- 
mes  who  were  to  carry  it  into  eiecation,  opens  again 
certain  colonial  porta,  npoa  neir  conditions  and 
tenn^  with  a  threat  to  close  them  againit  any  na- 
tion which  may  not  accept  thoee  terma,  at  preaciibed 
by  tbe  Britiah  Oorenunent.  I1iisaet,panedlnJuly, 
IBi6,  not  commnnieated  to  the  GoTornnent  of  the 
Ualted  States,  not  nndetstood  by  ths  British  offlcers 
of  the  customs  In  the  colonies  where  it  was  to  be 
enforced,  waa  nerertbelesa  submitted  to  the  consid- 
erattOQ  of  Congrea  st  tbmr  hut  session.  With  the 
knowlodge  that  s  negotiation  npon  the  subject  had 
long  been  In  progress,  and  pledges  gireo  of  its  re- 
Mmption  at  an  early  day.  It  was  deemed  expedient 
to  await  tbe  result  of  that  negotiation,  rather  than 
to  Bohscribe  implicitly  to  terms,  the  import  of  which 
was  not  dear,  and  whidi  the  British  authorities 
tfaemselres  in  this  beni^eM  were  not  prepared  to 

Immedialely  after  the  close  of  the  lost  sesnon  of 
Coogreas,  one  of  our  most  dlstingnislied  citizens  was 
despatched  aa  Enroy  Extraor^osry  and  Minister 
FknipoteDllary  to  Great  Britain,  famished  with  in- 
structions which  we  could  not  donbt  would  lead  to 
a  GOoflhisian  of  this  long-coDtroverted  Interest,  upon 
terms  acceptable  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  his  arriTai, 
and  before  he  had  delivered  bis  letters  of  credence, 
he  was  met  bj  an  orfier  of  the  British  council,  ei- 
doding,  from  and  after  ttie  first  of  December  now 
eureat,  the  resaeb  of  the  United  States  &omallthe 
colonial  British  ports,  excepting  those  immediately 
bordering  upon  oar  territories.  In  answer  to  his 
eipoataUtions  upon  a  tneaure  thus  unexpected,  he 
isinformed  that,  according  to  tboanclent  maxims 
of  policy  of  Enropeao  nations  baring  colonies,  their 
ttadeisaneiclosiTe  possession  of  tbe  loother-ooun- 
Cry.  That  all  participation  in  it  by  other  nations  is 
a  boon  or  Javor  Dot  forming  a  subject  of  negotiation, 
but  to  t>e  regulated  by  the  legisUtlro  acts  of  the 
power  owoing  the  colony.  That  the  British  OoTem- 
ment,  therefore,  declines  negotiating  coovenung  it, 
and  that  as  the  United  iJUtes  did  not  forthwith 
•ccept,  purely  and  simply,  the  terms  offered  by  the 
•clof  pairliainent  of  July,  1829,  Great  Britain  would 
not  admit  the  Teasels  of  the  United  States  even  upon 
the  term*  on  which  she  had  opened  them  to  tho 
WTtgaiioD  of  other  nations. 

We  hare  been  accustomed  to  connder  the  trade 
which  we  bare  enjoyed  with  tbe  British  colonics 
lUherasaninterchange  of  mutual  benefits  than  as  a 
mere  Ikror  recoiTed ;  that  under  erery  ctrcumstaDce 
we  have  giren  an  amjde  eqidTalent.  We  hare  seen 
erery  other  nation  holding  colonies  negotiate  with 
ether  nations,  and  grant  Aem  freely  admisdon  to 
I  by  treaty ;  and,  so  far  are  the  olher 
_  lations  of  Europe  now  from  refusing  to 
negotiate  far  trade  with  their  colonics,  that  we  our- 
Mbet  have  secured  acoeaa  to  the  colonlei  of  mora 


limn  one  of  them  by  treaty.  The  refuial,  boireTer, 
of  Great  Britain  (o  negotiate,  learea  (o  the  United 
States  no  other  alteroaiite  than  that  of  regulating, 
or  interdicling  altogether  the  trade  on  their  part, 
according  as  either  measure  may  afli°ct  the  interests 
of  our  own  country ;  and  niih  that  exclusive  (riijeut, 
I  would  recommend  the  whole  subject  to  your  coin 
and  candid  deliberations. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  nnaToiling  exertions  to  accom- 
plish a  g««d  nnderstanding  on  this  interest  will  not 
have  u  onpro^tions  effect  npon  the  other  great 
to|dot  of  discussion  between  the  two  GoTcmmcnts. 
Our  northeaatera  Mid  northwestern  boundaries  are 
still  nnai^nsted.  The  commladoners  under  tbe  7th 
BTtide  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  have  nearly  come  to 
tbe  close  of  their  labors ;  nor  can  we  renounce  the 
expectation,  enleebled  as  it  Is,  that  they  may  agree 
upon  their  report  to  Uie  salisflsctian  or  acquiescence 
of  both  parties.  The  commisston  for  liquidating  the 
claim*  for  Indemnity  for  ilaTes  carried  aw^  after 
the  oloee  of  tbe  war  has  been  idtting,  with  doubtful 
uvspectsof  success.  Propositioos  of  compromise 
hare,  howerer,  passed  between  tlio  Ixo  Gorern- 
menta,  the  result  of  wbicb  we  Batter  ounelTes  may 
yet  proTe  satls&ctory.  Our  own  dispoutions  and 
purposes  toward  Great  Britain  ire  all  friendly 
and  conciliatory ;  nor  can  we  abandon,  but  with 
strong  reluctance,  the  belief  that  they  will  ultimate- 
ly meet  a  return,  not  of  fsTors,  which  wc  neither 
ask  DOT  desire,  biU  of  equal  reciprocity  and  good 

With  the  American  Governments  of  this  hemi- 
sphere we  continue  to  maintain  an  inteieoarse  alto- 
gether friendly,  and  between  their  nations  and  ours 
that  commercial  interchange  of  nhich  mutual  heneQt 
is  the  source,  and  mutual  comfort  and  harmony  the 
result,  is  in  a  continual  stsle  of  improremcnt.  Tbe 
war  between  Spain  and  them,  since  the  total  eipul- 
non  of  the  Sfunisb  military  force  from  their  conti- 
nental territories,  has  been  little  more  than  nominal; 
and  their  internal  tranquillity,  thonsh  occasioiully 
menaced  by  the  agitations  which  civil  wars  never 
fail  to  leave  behind  them,  has  not  been  affected  by 
any  serious  calamity. 

The  Oongreas  of  minlsten  from  several  of  thoss 
nations  which  assembled  at  Panama,  after  a  short 
ses^on  there,  adjourned  to  meet  again,  at  a  more 
favorable  season,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mexico. 
The  decease  of  one  of  our  nilnistcra  on  bis  way  to 
tbe  isthmus,  and  the  impediments  of  the  season, 
vrtiioh  delayed  the  departure  of  the  other,  deprived 
us  of  the  advantage  of  being  represented  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  There  is,  however, 
no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  transactions  of 
•the  Congress  were  of  a  nature  to  afleot  injuriously 
tbe  interests  of  the  United  States,  or  to  require  tbo 
interposition  of  our  ministers  had  they  been  present. 
There  absence  has,  indeed,  deprived  us  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  possessing  precise  and  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  treaties  which  were  concluded  at  Panama ; 
Bud  the  whole  result  has  conQrmed  mo  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  expediency  to  the  United  Stales  of 
being  represented  at  tbe  Congress.  The  surviving 
member  of  the  mission,  appointed  during  your  last 
session,  has  accordingly  proceeded  to  bis  destina- 
tion, and  a  successor  to  his  distinguished  snd  la- 
mented associate  will  be  nominalcd  to  the  Senate. 
A  treaty  of  amity,  navigutloo,  and  commerce,  has, 
in  tbe  course  of  lost  summer,  beea  concluded  by  our 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  llexico,  with  tho  United 
States  and  that  conledwaoy,  whioh  will  also  b«  laid 
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.  beroro  the  SenaM  for  theii  kdrice  with  regard  to 
its  raUScntioEL 

Id  adrertiag  to  tbe  prewnt  coadltion  of  onr  fiscal 
conccnw,  and  to  the  prospeots  of  our  rorsnue,  the 
first  remark  that  calls  our  attenUoD  Is,  that  the;  are 
Um  eiuberantlf  prosperous  thiiD  they  were  at  the 
corrospondrng  period  of  th«  lut  year,  The  Mvero 
shock  so  extensively  Bostained  by  tbe  cOEnmerciiil 
and  manulactatiiig  interesti  in  Great  Britain  liu 
not  been  without  a  perceptible  »e«oil  upon  oaraelrea. 
A  reduced  importation  froni  abroad  is  necessarily 
sncceeded  by  a  reduced  return  to  the  treasury  at 
home.  The  net  reTCone  of  the  present  year  will 
not  equal  tbatof  the  last.  And  the  receipts  oftbat 
which  is  to  come  will  fall  short  of  those  in  the  cur- 
Mat  year.  The  dimiuation,  bowerer,  is  in  part 
attribatable  to  the  Bouilshing  condition  of  some  of 
onr  domestio  manufactures,  and  so  far  ia  compensa- 
ted by  an  equivalent  more  profitable  to  the  nation. 
It  is  also  highl)'  gratifying  to  perceive,  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  while  U  scarcely  exceeds 
the  nnticipaiions  of  tbe  last  year's  estimates  from 
the  treasury,  has  not  Intermpted  the  application  of 
more  than  eleven  millions  during  tbe  preseot  year, 
to  the  discharge  o(  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt,  nor  tbereduolion  of  upward  of  seven  millions 
of  the  capital  debt  itself.  The  balance  in  tbe  treu- 
ury  OD  the  Ist  of  January  last,  was  five  millions 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  forty-three  centg.  The  receipts  fWnn 
that  time  to  the  SOth  September  last,  were  nineteen 
millions  five  hundred  and  eigbty-Gvs  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-two  doUara,  fifty  cents.  Tbe 
receipts  of  the  current  quarter,  eetimated  at  riz 
mtlliom  of  dollars,  yield,  with  the  sums  already  re- 
ceived, a  revenue  of  about  twentf-flre  nuUlone 
and  a  half  for  the  year.  Tbe  expenditnre*  for  the 
firat  three-quarters  of  the  year  have  amonnted  to 
eighteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  tbon- 
sand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eix  dollan,  tiity-slz 
cents.  The  eipeoditurea  oflbecurrent  quarter  are 
expected,  including  the  two  millions  of  the  principal 
debt  to  be  paid,  to  balance  the  receipta.  So  that  (he 
expenses  of  the  year,  amountingto  upward  irf'a  mil- 
lion less  than  its  income,  will  l^ve  a  proportionally 
increased  balance  in  the  tKasory  on  the  SrM  of 
January,  1827,  over  that  of  the  first  of  January  last. 
Instead  of  five  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, there  will  be  mx  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollar*. 

Tbe  amount  of  dutlei  seenred  on  meroban^M 
Imported  from  the  commencenient  of  the  year  on- 
til  the  SOth  of  September,  is  es^mated  at  twenty- 
one  mUiions  two  hundred  and  fiHy  tbooaand  dol- 
lars, and  the  amount  that  will  probably  occrne  dur- 
ing the  present  quarter,  is  eatimated  at  four  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing for  the  whole  year  twentj-Sve  millions  five 
buodred  tboosand  dollars,  from  which  tlie  draw- 
backs being  deducted,  will  leave  a  clear  rovenue 
from  the  customs,  receivable  in  the  year  1B2T,  of 
about  twenty  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which,  with  tbe  inms  to  be  received  from  the 
proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands,  the  bank  dividends, 
and  other  incidental  receipts,  will  form  an  aggre- 
gate of  aboat  twenty-three  millions  of  dolbus,  a 
nun  falling  short  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  Utile  more  than  the  portion  of  those  ei- 
penditures  appbed  to  the  discharge  of  tbe  public 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
liow  of  doUan  by  tbe  act  of  th«  Sd  lUreh,  1817. 


At  the  pasHge  of  that  act,  the  poblic  debt  amonnt- 
ed to  one  hundred  and  twenty-direa  millions  Sve 
hnndred  thousand  dollars.  On  the  1st  of  January 
next  it  will  be  (hort  of  sevcnty-foar  mSllona  of  dol- 
lart.  In  the  lapee  of  these  ten  yean,  fifty  miUioDi 
of  dollars  of  public  debt,  with  the  annnal  charge  of 
upward  of  three  millions  of  dollan  of  interest  upon 
them,  have  been  extinguished.  At  the  passage  of 
that  act,  of  the  annual  appr(q)riation  of  (he  ten 
millions  of  dollan,  seven  were  absorbed  in  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  not  more  than  three  million* 
of  dollars  went  to  reduce  the  cairital  of  tbe  debt, 
or  the  same  tea  millions  of  dollar*,  at  this  time 
scarcely  four  are  applicable  to  the  Interest,  and  np- 
wardof  six  are  ellective  in  melting  down  the  capitaL 
Tet  your  experience  ha*  proved,  that  a  revenuo 
consisting  so  largely  of  impoels  and  tonnage  ebb* 
and  fiowi,  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  with  all  tlw 
fiactuationa  Incident  to  the  general  commerce  ij 
the  worid.  It  ia  within  our  recollection  that  even 
In  tbe  compass  of  the  same  last  ten  year*,  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  treasury  were  not  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year ;  and  that  in  two  successive 
yeu*  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  loans  to 
meet  tbe  engagements  of  the  nation.  Tbe  retain- 
ing tides  of  the  succeeding  years  replenished  the 
public  coBera,  until  they  have  anin  begun  to  feel 
the  TidssiCude*  of  a  decline.  To  produce  thesa 
alterations  of  fulness  and  exhaustion,  tbe  relative 
operation  of  abundant  or  of  nnthiitful  seasons,  the 
regidotion*  of  foreign  Governments,  political  tcv- 
olutjone,  the  prosperous  or  decaying  condition  of 
manofkctore*,  eommerdal  spftculsliooa,  and  many 
other  cau*««,  not  always  to  be  traced,  vaHouily 
confine.  We  have  found  the  altcraate  awella  and 
dbninntiong  embracing  period*  of  hom  two  to  Ihr«e 
year*.  Thalattpcrii^  of  depression  ton*  was  from 
1B19  to  IS28.  The  corresponding  revival  was  tram 
1823  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  year. 
Still  we  have  no  cause  to  apprehend  a  depreesJon 
comparable  to  that  of  tbe  tormkr  period,  or  even  to 
anticipate  a  deficiency  which  will  intrench  upon  the 
ability  to  s{)ply  the  annual  ten  mllHona  of  dollan  to 
the  reduction  of  the  debt.  It  i*  well  for  na,  Iww- 
ever,  to  be  admonished  of  the  neceodtj  of  abiding 
by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant  economy,  and 
of  rcGortbg  to  all  honorable  and  useful  expedients, 
for  the  pursuing  with  steady  and  inflexible  perse- 
verance tbe  toiiii  discharge  of  the  ixiit. 

Beudes  the  seven  millions  of  dollan  of  the  loans 
of  ISIB,  which  will  have  been  disobaiged  in  tbe 
course  of  tbe  present  year,  ^her«  are  nine  millions 
of  dollars  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts, 
would  have  been,  and  are  now  redeemable.  TMr- 
teeu  millions  of  dollan  more  of  the  loan  of  1811 
will  become  redeemable  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  month,  and  nine  other  millions 
from  and  after  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year.  They 
constitute  a  mass  of  thirty-one  millions  of  doUan, 
all  l>cariDg  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,,  more  than 
twenty  iiuilions  of  doUani  of  which  will  be  imme- 
diately redeemable,  and  the  rest  within  little  more 
than  ft  year.  Leaving  of  this  amount  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  continue  at  tbe  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  but  to  be,  as  for  a*  shall  bo  found  practica- 
ble, paid  olT  in  the  yean  1S27  and  1BS8,  there  Is 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  the  remaining  sixteen  mo- 
tions might  within  a  few  months  be  discharged  by  » 
loan  at  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.,  redeemable  ia. 
the  yean  18S9  and  IBSO.  Bj  this  operation,  ■ 
■un  of  ncariy  fire  houdred  thouaoad  dollan  taMj 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBE89. 


DXCEKBZS,    1 


J^viida^i  3famaga. 


[Sni.n. 


be  nved  to  tbe  tutioa ;  and  tha  digeharge  of  the 

vhale  Iblrtj-OQO  millions  of  doUan  vichio  the  four 
yeui,  maj  be  greatly  facilitated,  if  not  irliellj  ac- 
oompfuhed. 

Bf  Bu  act  of  CoDgiesa  of  Sd  Uarcb,  182G,  a  loan 
for  the  purpose  now  tef«rred  to,  or  a  Eubacription 
to  nock,  «M  authoiued,  at  an  Inlemt  not  eiceed- 
tng  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  But,  at  that  time,  lo 
bu;ge  a  portion  of  the  Qoating  ca[aial  of  the  country 
•WDM  abaorbed  in  commercial  Bpecutalioos,  and  bo 
little  was  left  for  investment  in  the  stoclis,  that  the 
measure  was  but  partially  successful.  At  the  Lut 
Ksoon  of  Congrcw,  the  canditiaa  of  the  funds  was 
Btill  unpropitious  to  the  measure;  but  the  change 
to  •oOQ  afterward  occurred  that,  bad  the  authority 
ftxisted  to  redeem  tbe  nine  millions  of  dollars  now 
redeemable  by  an  eichance  of  stocks,  or  a  loan  of 
fire  p«r  cent.,  it  is  moraliy  certain  that  it  migbt 
have  been  effected,  and  with  it  a  yearly  aaTing  of 
ninety  thousand  dollars. 

With  regard  to^he  collection  of  revenue  of  Im- 
post, certaia  Occurrences  have  within  the  last  year 
been  disdoaed  in  one  or  two  of  our  prindpol  porls, 
which  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  at  their 
last  aesBion,  and  may  hcresAer  require  fBrther  con- 
Bderation-  Until  wiiliin  a  Tcry  few  years,  the 
execution  of  tbe  laws  for  raising  the  revenae,  like 
that  of  oil  oar  Other  laws,  has  been  insured  more  by 
the  moral  sense  of  the  community,  than  by  the 
rigors  ofa  jealous  precaution,  01  by  penal  sanctions. 
Coofiding  in  tiie  eicmplary  punctuality*  and  the 
Dnsullied  integrity  of  our  importing  merchants,  a 
gradual  relaxation  from  the  provisions  of  the  ca[- 
lectioii  laws,  a  close  adherence  to  which  woold  hare 
caused  inconTcaience  and  expense  to  them,  had 
long  become  habitual  ^  and  indulgences  had  heen 
extended  uniTersoIly,  because  they  had  nercr  been 
abused-  It  may  be  worthy  of  your  serious  oonsid- 
•tBtioa  whether  some  further  feglslative  provision 
may  not  be  necessary  to  oome  In  aid  of  this  state 
of  unguarded  lecnrity. 

From  the  reports  herewith  communicated,  of  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  with  tlie  sub- 
ndiary  docnments  anneicd  to  them,  will  be  dis- 
eoTered  the  prEsent  condition  and  administration 
of  our  mililary  establishment  on  the  land  and  on 
the  eea.  The  organization  of  the  army  having 
undergone  no  change  mnce  its  reduction  to  tlie 
js^sent  peace  eatsblishment  in  1B£1,  it  remains  only 
to  obeorve,  that  it  ia  yet  found  adequate  to  all  the 
purpoBcs  for  which  a  permanent  armed  force  in 
time  of  peace  cui  be  needed  or  useful.  It  may  be 
proper  to  add  that,  from  a  difference  of  Opinion 
betwDcn  tbe  late  President  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Senate,  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  Sd  of  Uorcb,  1821,  to  reduce 
and  fix  tiie  military  peace  catabUsbment  of  the 
Cnited  States,  it  remains  hitherto  to  far  without 
esecoUon,  that  no  colonel  has  been  appointed  to 
oommuDd  one  of  the  regiments  of  arlillcry.  A  Eup- 
plementary  or  explanatory  act  of  the  legislaluro 
appear!  to  be  the  only  expedient  practicable  for 
removing  the  difficulty  of  this  appointment. 

In  a  period  of  profound  peace,  the  conduct  of 
the  mere  military  establisbment  forms  but  a  very 
incoosideTable  portion  of  tbe  duties  devolving  upon 
the  administration  of  tho  Department  of  War.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  returns  from  the  suhordinate 
dapartiaents  of  the  army,  that  every  branch  of  the 
Bsnrice  is  marked  with  order,  regularity,  and  ^sci- 
plinc    Ihatlroathawunmandiaggenerrithwimh 


all  tbe  gradations  of  superintendence,  the  olScers 
feel  themselTes  to  have  been  citizens  before  they 
were  soldiers,  and  that  the  glory  of  a  republican 
army  must  consist  in  the  spirit  of  freedom  by  which 
it  is  animated,  and  of  patriotism  by  which  It  is  im- 
pelled. It  may  be  conSdently  stated,  that  the 
moral  character  of  the  army  is  in  a  Mate  of  con- 
tinual improvement,  and  that  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  its  parts  have  a  constant  reference 
to  that  end. 

But  to  the  Wir  Department  are  attributed  other 
duties,  having  indeed  relation  to  a  future  possible 
condition  of  war,  but  bein^  purely  defenuve,  and 
in  their  tendency  contributmg  rather  to  the  securi- 
ty and  permanency  of  peace.  The  erection  of  the 
forUAcallcns  provided  for  by  Congress,  and  adapted 
to  secure  our  shores  froq  hostile  invasion ;  the  dis- 
tribution of  tho  fund  of  public  gratitude  and  justice 
to  the  pensioners  of  the  revotutiooary  war;  the 
maintenance  of  our  relations  of  peace  and  of  pro- 
tcetJOQ  with  the  loi^n  tribes;  and  the  internal  im- 
provements and  surveys  for  the  location  of  roads 
and  canals,  which,  during  the  last  three  sesidans  of 
Congress,  hare  engaged  so  much  of  their  attention, 
and  may  engross  so  large  a  shore  of  their  futiun 
bene£ictiouB  to  our  country. 

fij  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1S24,  suggested 
and  approved  by  my  predecessor,  the  sum  oftbirty 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  causing  to  be  made  tne  necessary  surreys,  plana, 
and  estinutesof  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  might  deem 
of  national  importance  in  a  commercial  or  military 
point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  transportation 
of  the  public  mail.  The  surveys,  plans,  and  esti- 
mates for  each,  when  completed,  will  be  laid  before 
Congress. 

In  eiecnUon  of  this  act,  a  board  of  engineers  wal 
immediately  instituted,  end  have  been  since  most 
assiduously  and  constantly  occufHed  in  carrying  It 
into  effect.  The  first  object  to  which  their  labors 
were  directed,  by  order  of  the  late  President,  waa 
the  examination  of  the  country  between  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  the  Ohio,  and  Lake  Erie,  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  a  communication  be> 
tween  them,  to  de^gnate  the  moat  suitable  route 
for  the  same,  and  to  form  plans  and  estimates,  in 
detail  of  the  expense  of  execution. 

On  tho  third  of  February,  1S2fi,  they  made  thdr 
first  report,  which  was  immediately  communicated 
to  Congress,  and  in  which  they  deohu^d,  that  hav- 
ing maturely  considered  Che  circumstances  observed 
by  them  personally,  and  carefully  studied  the  results 
of  such  of  tbe  pretimlnsry  surveys  ss  were  then 
completed,  they  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
coinmunication  was  practicable. 

At  the  last  sesuon  of  Congress,  before  the  board 
of  engineers  were  enabled  to  make  up  their  second 
report,  contuning  a  general  plan  and  preparatory 
estimates  for  the  work,  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  mads  and  canals,  closed 
the  session  with  a  report,  expressing  the  hope  that 
tbe  plans  and  eetimates  of  the  board  of  engineers 
might  at  this  time  be  prepared,  and  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  early  and  favorable  consider- 
ation of  Congress  at  their  present  session.  That 
expected  report  of  the  board  of  engineers  la  pre- 
pared, and  will  forthwith  be  laid  before  you. 

Under  tbe  resolution  of  Congress,  autboriting 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  prepared  a  complete 
system  of  oavajry  tactics,  and  system  of  exertlM 
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ion  of  field  BrtiUcry,  for  the  U5©  of  the 
milkia  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  reported  to  Con- 
gress at  the  present  gcesion,  n  board  of  distinguish- 
ed offiecra  of  the  armj  and  of  the  militia  has  been 
vhosa  report  will  be  submitted 


board,  aided  \>J  the  renulta  of  a  eorrenpondciice 
with  the  GoTemom  of  the  sevcml  States  and  Tei^ 
rilorica,  •nd  other  citiiens  of  inteUigence  and  ex- 
pcrieoce,  upon  the  acknowledged  defective  condi- 
tion of  our  militia  s^em,  and  of  the  improTcmcnta 
of  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  report  of  the  board 
upon  tbij  subject  is  *1m  suhmltted  for  jour  consid- 

In  the  esUmated  appropriations  for  the  ensuing 
year,  upirard  of  five  milliooB  of  dollars  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  the  expcnditurea  to  be  puld  from  the 
Department  of  War.  Less  than  two-fifths  of  this 
will  be  applicable  to  the  maiotenance  aod  support 
of  the  army.  A  million  and  a  half,  in  the  form  of 
penaians,  goes  ai  a  scarcelj  adequate  tribute  to  the 
serrices  and  sacrifices  of  a  former  age,  and  a  more 
than  equal  snoi  invested  in  fortifications,  or  for  the 
prepanlJona  of  internal  Improvement,  provides  for 
the  quiet,  tbe  comfort,  and  the  happier  eiistence 
of  the  ages  to  come.  Tbe  appropriations  (q  indem- 
nify those  unfortunate  rcmnanls  of  another  race,  un- 
able alike  to  share  In  the  enjoyments  and  to  exist 
in  the  presence  of  ciTiUiaiion,  though  swalling  In 
recent  jeats  to  a  magnitude  burdensome  to  (he 
trcaaurf,  are  generally  not  without  their  equiva- 
lents, in  profitable  value ;  or  tcrve  to  discbai;gc  the 
Union  from  engigements  more  burdensome  than 
debt. 

In  lik«  manner  tbe  estimate  of  oppropriations  for 
the  Kav J  Department  will  present  an  aggregate  sum 
of  upward  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  About  one- 
half  of  these,  however,  cover  the  current  eipcndi- 
tnrcs  of  the  navy  in  actual  service,  and  one-half 
constitutes  a  fund  of  national  properly,  the  plcd;;a 
of  our  future  glory  and  defence.  It  was  scarcely 
one  short  year  afler  tbe  close  of  the  late  war,  snd 
when  the  burden  of  its  expenses  and  charges  weighed 
heaviest  upon  the  country,  that  Congress,  by  the 
act  of  Stfth  April,  IBIS,  appropriated  one  milliou 
of  dollars  anniialty,  for  eight  jears,  to  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy.  At  a  subnequeitt  period,  this 
annual  appropriation  was  reduced  to  half  a  million 
for  hIi  years,  of  which  tbe  present  year  is  the  hist. 
A  yet  more  recent  appropriation  of  the  lost  tiro 
years,  for  building  ten  sloope-of-war,  has  nearly 
restored  tbe  original  appropriation  of  IBIS,  of  a 
million  for  every  year.  The  result  is  before  us  all. 
We  have  twelve  line-of-batlle  ships,  twenty  frigatea, 
and  aloope-of-war  in  proportion  ;  which,  willi  a  few 
months  of  preparation,  may  present  a  line  of  float- 
ing fortifications  along  (he  whole  range  of  our  coast, 
ready  to  meet  any  Invader  who  might  attempt  to 
set  foot  upon  our  shores.  Combining  with  a  system 
of  fortiBca^ons  upon  the  shores  themsetvc!>,  com- 
menced about  the  same  time  under  the  auspices  of 
my  immediate  predecessor,  and  hitherto  syeternat- 
ically  pursued.  It  has  placed  in  our  possession  the 
most  effective  sinews  of  war,  and  has  left  us  at  once 
an  example  and  a  lesson  from  which  our  own  duties 
may  be  inferred.  The  gradual  Increase  of  the  navy 
was  the  principle  of  which  the  act  of  S9tb  April, 
IBie,  was  the  flrst  development.  It  was  the  intro- 
duction of  a  tyalem  to  act  upon  tbe  ctiiructer  and 
HMrj  Ot  oar  countr;  for  on  IndeSuite  series  of 


ages.  It  was  a  declaration  of  that  Congrera,  to 
their  constituents  and  to  posterity,  (hat  it  was  the 
destiny  and  the  duty  of  these  confedL'ratcd  States 
to  become,  in  regular  process  of  lime,  and  by  no 
petty  advances,  a  great  naval  power.  That  which 
they  proposed  to  accomplish  in  eight  yean  ia  ra- 
ther to  be  considered  as  the  measure  of  their  meansi 
than  the  limitation  of  their  design.  They  looked 
forward  for  a  term  of  years  sufficient  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  a  definite  portion  of  their  purpose; 
and  they  left  to  their  successors  to  fill  up  the  con- 
vus  of  which  they  hod  tniccd  the  large  and  pro- 
phetic outline.  The  ships-of-thc-!ine  and  frigates, 
which  Ihcj  had  in  contemplation,  will  be  shortly 
completed.  The  time  which  they  had  allotted  for 
the  accomplishment  of  tbe  work  has  more  than 
elapsed.  It  remains  for  your  conudermlion  how 
tlieir  successors  may  contribute  their  portion  of  toU 
Dad  of  treasure  for  the  benefit  of  the  succeeding 
age,  in  the  gradual  Increase  of  our  navy.  There 
is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  cxerc&o  of  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  Federal  Government  which 
has  ^ven  more  general  sallsfikotian  to  the  people 
of  the  Union  than  this.  The  ey«tcni  has  not  been 
thus  vigorously  introduced  and  bilherto  susluned, 
to  bo  now  departed  from  or  abandoned.  In  con- 
(inuinK  to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
navy,  it  may  cot  be  neccsaary  or  expedient  to  add 
for  the  present  any  more  to  the  number  of  our 
ehlps;  but  should  yon  deem  it  advisable  to  continue 
the  yeariy  appropriation  of  half  a  million  to  tho 
samo  objects,  it  may  be  profitably  expended  in  pro- 
viding a  supply  of  timber  to  t>e  seasoned,  and  other 
malerials  for  future  useintheconstractionof  docka, 
or  in  laying  the  foundation  of  schools  for  naval 
education,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congr«a  either  of 
those  measures  may  appear  to  claim  the  preference. 
Of  the  small  portions  of  this  navy  engaged  in  ac- 
lal  service  during  the  pence,  squadrons  hate  con- 
nued  to  be  maintained  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in 
the  West  India  seas,  and  in  the  Mediterranean;  to 
hlcb  has  been  added  a  small  armament  to  «raiss 
Ti  tbe  eastern  coast  of  South  America.  Jn  oil  they 
have  afforded  protection  to  our  commerce,  have 
■  ■ibuted  to  make  our  country  advantageously 
'n  to  foreign  nations,  have  honorably  emj^yed 
multitudes  of  our  seamen  in  the  scnice  of  their 
luntry,  and  have  inured  numbers  of  youths  of  tho 
rising  generation  to  lives  of  manly  hardihood  and 
of  nautical  experience  and  skill.  The  piracies  with 
which  tho  West  India  seas  were  for  several  years 
infested,  have  been  totally  suppressed.  But  in  (he 
Mediterranean  tbey  have  increased  in  a  manner 
.iHictive  to  otlier  nations,  and  but  for  the  continual 
presence  of  our  squadron,  would  probably  have 
been  distressing  to  our  own.  The  war  which  has 
unfortunately  broken  out  between  tho  repubUc  of 
"  OS  Ayres  and  the  Brazilian  Government,  has 
rise  to  very  great  irregularities  among  the 
iiaval  officer*  of  the  latter,  by  whom  principles  in 
relation  to  blockades,  and  to  neutral  navigation, 
have  been  brought  forward,  to  which  we  cannot 
subscribe,  and  which  our  own  commanders  have 
1  it  necessary  to  resist.  From  the  friendly 
disposition  toward  the  United  States  consUmtly 
manifested  by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  the  very 
useful  and  friendly  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  Slates  and  his  dominions,  we  have  rea- 
to  believe  that  the  Just  reparation  demanded 
the  injuries  lustained  by  several  of  our  citiieoa 
from  some  of  hia  officers,  will  not  be  withheld- 
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Ibrtncta  tVom  the  recent  desputchei  of  tha  com- 
mutders  or  our  Berenl  aqnadrons  &r«  comiaunioted 
vitb  tbe  report  of  the  fiecretKr;  of  the  N«*7  to 
CoDgren. 

A  report  iW>m  tbe  PostniMter  Qennml  ia  likewbe 
Mmmnaioiited,  prcKnting,  in  >  highlj  ladiliictor? 
Bumei,  the  result  of  ■  vigoroiu,  efficient,  usi 
teoDDDiieel  ulministratioD  of  that  Dep&rtioeDt.  The 
levenua  of  tha  office,  eren  of  the  year  including 
the  hUer  half  of  1 824,  and  of  the  first  half  of  182fi, 
had  eiBfoded  ita  expenditures  bf  a  Eum  of  more 
than  toTiy-Ote  thousand  dollars.  That  of  the  euc- 
ceeding  jear  hsa  been  stiH  more  productiTC,  Tha 
bcrease  of  the  receipts,  in  the  year  precedinf*  the 
first  of  July  last,  over  that  of  the  tear  before,  ex- 
ceeds one  hundred  and  th!rty-dx  tnonnnd  dollari, 
sjid  the  eieeas  of  the  receipU  orer  tha  eipendiCures 
of  the  jaar  has  swollen  from  fbrtf-fire  tbovsand 
to  nearir  *igt>t:r  tbonaand  doUars.  During  tbe 
Mme  penod,  coDbaete  lorad^HoDal  tnuisportatkiii 
of  tbe  mail  in  Btage^  for  about  two  hmidred  and 
rixt;  tbooMBd  inuti,  luiTe  been  made,  and  tor 
■BTentj  thouaand  mUee  aimaallT,  oa  borseback. 
SeT«n  hundred  and  fourteen  new  post-offices  hsTs 
beeti  eslabll^d  within  the  year;  and  the  increase 
of  KTenaa  within  the  last  three  years,  as  well  as 
the  aucmentation  of  the  transportation  by  mail,  is 
more  than  etgual  to  the  whole  amount  of  receipts 
and  of  mail  couTcyance  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  century,  when  the  seat  of  tbo  General 
GoTeramont  was  removed  to  this  place.  When  we 
reflect  that  tbe  objects  cfl^ted  b]r  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  maU  are  among  the  choicest  comfbrta 
sod  enjoyments  of  social  life,  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serre  that  tbe  dissemination  of  them  to  every  cot- 
ENc  of  oar  country  lias  outstripped  in  their  inoresBe 
CTen  the  rapid  march  of  our  popaladon. 

By  the  trektiea  with  France  and  Spdn,  respec- 
tirdy  ceding  Loiusiona  and  the  Floridas  to  the 
TT^ted  States,  provision  was  made  for  the  secarity 
of  land  titles  derived  from  tbe  GoTernments  of  those 
nations.  Some  progreu  baa  been  made,  under  the 
anlbortly  of  various  acts  of  Congress,  in  tbe  as- 
certainment and  ealablishment  of  those  titles  ;  and 
claims  to  a  veT7  large  extent  remain  nnadjnstcd. 
The  public  laith,  no  less  than  the  Just  rights  of  io- 
ditidoale,  and  the  interest  of  tbe  community  itself, 
appears  to  reqaira  further  prarition  for  tbe  speedy 
settlemeat  of  these  claims,  which  I  therefore  re- 
commend to  lb*  cai«  and  attention  of  tbe  legisU- 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  SOth  of 
May  lost,  to  provide  for  erecting  •  penitentiary  in 
tbe  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes, 
tiiree  commissioners  were  appointed  to  select  a  rile 
lor  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  for  tbe  district, 
and  also  a  site  in  tbe  county  of  Alexandria  for 
a  county  jail ;  both  of  which  objects  have  been 
dTected.  The  building  of  the  penitentiary  has  been 
GomnteBced,  and  is  ia  such  a  degree  of  forward- 
ness as  to  promiss  that  it  will  be  completed  before 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress.  This  consldera- 
tton  points  to  tbe  expediency  of  maturing,  at  the 
present  SMsioii,  a  system  for  the  recuktion  and 
BorerameQt  of  the  penitentiary,  and  of  defining  the 
daas  of  offences  which  ahaU  be  punishabla  by  con- 
finement is  this  edifice. 

In  cloriiig  this  eommmucBtioo,  I  trust  that  It  will 

not  be  deemed  Inappropriate  to  tbe  occasion  and 

purpose*  upon  which  we  are  here  assembled,  to  in- 

didie  •  momentary  retrospect,  comUning,  in  a  dn- 
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a  national 
present  existence,  at 
the  precise  interval  of  half  a  century  from  each 
other.  Binco  your  lost  meeting  at  this  place,  tbe 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  day  when  our  independ- 
ence was  declared,  has  been  celebrated  through- 
out our  land;  and  on  that  day,  when  every  heart 
was  bounding  with  ioy,  and  every  voice  was  toned 
to  gratulation,  amid  the  blessings  of  freedom  and 
independence,  which  the  sires  of  a  former  age  have 
handed  down  to  their  children,  two  of  tbe  principal 
actors  in  that  solemn  scene,  the  band  that  penned 
the  ever>-memorsble  declaration,  and  tbe  voice  tlwt 
sustained  It  in  debate,  were,  by  one  summons,  at 
the  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles  from  each 
other,  called  before  the  Judge  of  all,  to  account  for 
their  deeds  done  upon  earih.  Tbey  departed, 
eheeicd  by  the  benedictions  of  their  country,  to 
whom  tbey  left  the  Inheritance  of  their  tame,  and 
tbe  memory  of  their  bright  example.  I£  we  torn 
our  thonghts  to  tbo  condition  of  tbelr  conntry,  in 
tbe  contrast  of  the  first  and  last  day  of  that  half 
centory,  how  retpiendcDt  aud  sublime  i«  the  transi- 
tion from  gloom  to  ^ory  1  Then,  glancing  through 
the  same  Ispsa  of  time.  In  the  condition  of  the  m- 
dividoals,  we  see  the  first  day  marked  with  the  M- 
ness  and  vigor  of  youth,  in  the  pledge  of  their  lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  tbe  cause 
of  freedom  and  mankind.  And  on  the  last,  extend- 
ed on  tbe  bed  of  death,  with  but  sense  and  sensi- 
bility lelt  to  breathe  a  last  aspiraUon  to  Heaven  of 
blessing  upon  Iheir  country;  niiiy  we  not  humbly 
hope,  that  to  them  too,  it  was  a  pledge  of  transi- 
tion from  gloom  to  glory;  and  tbat  while  tbelr 
mortal  vestments  were  sinking  into  the  clod  of  the 
valley,  tbeir  emancipated  spirits  were  ascending 
to  the  bosom  of  tbeir  God  I 

The  Uessage  -was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  nouns. 

Ordered,  That  three  thonsand  copies  of  tho 
Bud  Messsage,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  tha 
docaments  accompanying  it,  be  priuUd  for  ttio 
nse  of  the  Benale. 


FaiDAT,  Decemher  8. 
'  iV«Iu»*narv  Btatium. 

The  following  motion,  by  Ur.  Ouaicbxbs, 
WW  taken  op : 

"JUmlve^  Tbatiintbe  appointment  of  theStand- 
■ng  Committees,  tbe  Senate  will  proceed  by  sever- 
ally appointing  the  Chairman  of  each  committee, 
and  then  by  one  ballot  for  the  other  members  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  same ;  and  a  m^ority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given  shall  be  necessary 
to  the  choice  of  chairman." 

A  abort  disotiBsion  took  nlaoe  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  mode  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
in  which  tbe  mover  and  Uesgrs.  Johhbon,  of 
Kentnoky,  Bbntok,  Maoom,  Yas  Bvbxs,  >ud 
Houois,  took  part. 

Tbe  qnestlon  being  then  taken  on  tbe  resolu- 
tion of  llr.  OsAifBBRS,  it  was  decided  in  tha 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  noya,  as  follows : 

YiiM. — Meesrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Boullgny,  Cham- 
bers, Ciiase,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
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Holmes,  Johniiton  of  Loo.,  Knight,  Harks,  KobU, 
Seed,  Kobbios,  Rodney,  Rogglelv  Bondrord,  Sey- 
mour, Klabee,  StDith  of  Hd.,  ThomM,  Tan  Bureii, 

wiuor— 2j, 

Nath. — Uesiif.  Barton,  Beaton,  Berrien,  BisQch, 
Cbindler,  Cobb,  Dickereon,  Eaton,  IlndUj,  Hajne, 
Jobnion  of  Kr.,  Eace,  Uacon,  Rowan,  ^ith  of  8. 
0.,  Ttxewdl,  White,  WlllUnu,  Woodbnrj— 19 

A^onmed  to  Uondaf . 


TrssD^T,  Deoember  IS. 

Impritonmtnt  for  IMU 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  KentnckT-,  rose,  and  eaid, 
tliat  he  bad  giTen  notic«  a  fev  days  since  that 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  for  the 
■bolitiau  of  ImpriBOnment  for  Debt.  He  hoped, 
ID  now  fulfilling  his  engagement,  it  would  nut 
be  considered  an  intrusion,  if  he  delayed  the 
BeDat«  with  a  few  brief  introductory  remarks. 
If  he  had  entertained  a  single  doubt  as  to  the 
ol«im  of  the  subject  to  attention,  either  as  re- 
earded  principle  or  expediency,  he  should  not 
Eove  been:  so  confident^  or  so  persevering,  in 
pressing  this  measure  upon  the  Senate.  The 
mbject  nad  already  been  a^t«t«d,  and  met  the 
approbation  of  a  m^ority  of  the  body,  Bnt, 
on  a  former  occasion,  time  was  not  afforded  for 
a  final  decision.  Imprisonment  for  debt  had  no 
advocates  among  the  generous  and  enlightened 
portions  of  oar  (utiiens ;  it  had  no  advocates 
among  the  generous  or  benevolent  classes  of 
mankind,  in  any  country.  Kor  had  it  been 
considered,  hy  such  men,  other  than  a  bor- 
borotu  custom,  since  the  days  of  Greece  and 
Borne,  when  a  debtor  and  his  whole  family  were 
■old  into  slavery,  for  the  saUsfoction  of  a  debt 
which  it  was  oat  of  his  power  to  discharge. 
To  Ifr.  J.,  imprisonment  for  debt  seemed  as 
horrible  as  the  Bpanbh  Inqnidtdon ;  they  were 
both  ni^ustifiahle  before  God  and  man;  nor, 
was  the  Inquisition  more  disgraceful  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  than  was  the  barbarous 
cnatom  of  imprisoning  harmless  debtors  in  this 
ft^e  and  enlignt«ned  country.  He  believed  im- 
prisonment for  debt  had  cansed  as  many  sighs 
and  tears  from  the  wretched  snfFerors  under  its 
inflictions,  as  the  InquiMtJon — that  mighty  in- 
strument of  the  baseness  and  power  of  tyranny ; 
and  nothing  bnt  deep-rooted  pr^ndice  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  perpetnated  it  in  en- 
lightened and  liberal  Govemmcuts. 

It  had  been  his  unhappy  lot  to  see  a  fVeo 
nan,  who  had  fought  for  his  country — a  man 
who  was  not  meant  by  nature  for  a  slave,  bat 
who  was  bom  to  the  possession  of  the  liher^ 
which  he  loved — waflciDg,  dejected,  throogn 
the  pnbllo  street,  a  prisoner,  attended  by  a  pet- 
ty officer,  becanso  he  had  forfeited  his  bond, 
and  was  nnable  to  meet  an  obligation  mode 
with  honest  intentions.  By  Some,  it  might  bo 
supposed  that  it  was  not  iu  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  change  this  system ;  bnt  it  would  not 
be  enfBoicnC  for  him  to  go  home  to  his  constit- 
oanta,  who  had  ennobled  theuwelves  by  entirely 


abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  say  that 
there  were  insupershle  difficulties  to  obstruct 
the  passage  of  his  bill ;  that,  great  as  the  evil 
conieBsedTy  was,  there  was  no  remedy  within 
the  reach  of  Congress.  This  would  not  be  sat- 
isfactory :  for  he  had  never  read  in  any  news- 
paper, and  had  never  heard  from  any  politi- 
cian, or  even  ftom  a  stump  orator,  one  sen- 
tence, so  far  denying  the  inherent  freedom  of 
man,  as  in  any  manner  to  advocate  imprisoo- 
ment  for  debt. 

In  the  picture  of  London,  Hr.  3.  sud,  which 
had  lately  accidentally  fallen  into  his  hands, 
he  had  read  a  description  of  amonament  erect- 
ed in  honor  of  the  l^nevolent  Howard.  Why 
was  a  monument  built  to  hb  memory  t  Wh^ 
had  he  done  to  merit  such  distinction  t  H« 
visited  and  cheered  the  prisons  of  the  unfortu- 
nate; he  alleviated  (he  aistresses  of  individuala 
torn  fh)m  their  friends  hy  the  merciless  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  And  such  a  monument 
would  never  have  perpetnated  his  memoij, 
hod  not  Imprisonment  for  debt  been  acknowl- 
edged OS  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  human- 
ity. Should  it  not,  then,  if  such  conduct  was 
applauded  in  the  snbjeci  of  a  monarchy,  be 
improved  and  imitated  by  a  ft«e  and  generous 
people  I 

Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  go  at  lengUi 
into  the  subject  at  present ;  and  he  relied  on 
his  venerable  friend  tto\a  North  Carolina,  (Mr, 
Macon,)  and  other  of  his  fellow  Senators,  whose 
opinions  corresponded  with  his  own,  to  support 
and  assist  him  in  hereafler  discussing  the  mer- 
its of  this'  hill.  He  should  close  with  a  few 
more  remarks.  Ho  looked  upon  imprisonment 
for  debt  to  he  equally  a  violation  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  and  of  the  Constitntion, 
OS  wonld  be  the  erection  of  on  established  re* 
liaion.  It  equally  violated  the  principles  for 
which  onr  fathers  shed  their  best  blood.  It 
violated  the  rights  of  man,  as  defined  hy  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  by  chdning  him  in  sol- 
itude, and  debarring  Kim  from  the  nse  of  his 
locomotive  powers ;  and  he  asserted  that  this 
system  of  imprisonment  had  its  origin  in  judi- 
cial usnrpation.  He  wonld  go  no  farther  back 
than  to  its  origin  in  England,  to  prove  this  po- 
sition. In  a  remote  period  of  the  history  of 
that  nation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  courts 
assumed  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  body  on 
mesne  process,  and  although  this  right  was 
continually  restroined  hy  Parliament,  it  at 
length  became  authorized  by  long  practice,  and 
by  the  Government. 

This  barbarous  custom,  which  had  been  cop- 
ied bynsfrom  England,  had  its  origin  in  usurp- 
ed power.  Should  this  country,  then,  go  on 
to  sanction  it)  Would  it  not  rather  be  bnt 
acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  Justice  and 
humanity,  to  abolish  it  entirely!  In  the  conrse 
of  the  proceeding  it  would  be  assumed  and 
established,  that  pliilanthropicand  liberal  minds 
had,  in  every  age,  denounced  it,  and  that, 
wherever  it  existed,  it  was  supported  hy  an 
aristocracy,  at  war  with  raUonaf  liberty,  ixA 
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hj  the  crael^  of  hard-hearted  creditors.  His- 
tory would  show  that  it  hod  fomented  discon- 
tenta,  Tbicb  ended  in  revolt  and  bloodshed; 
and  it  would  be  shown  to  be  in  ntt«r  violation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptores.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  established,  that,  where  impriBon- 
ment  for  debt  had  been  abolished,  a  solatory 
restraint  upon  undue  credits  hod  ensued.  A 
more  equitable  and  more  confidential  state  of 
thiDKS  existed  in  the  relations  of  debtor  And 
ereditor.  and  honor  and  Justice  hod  taken  the 

Sloce  of  vengeance  panting  for  the  pound  of 
eah,  to  be  cnt  off  nearest  the  heart.  It  ijonid 
be  ^own,  that,  wherever  this  system  hod  been 
abolished,  the  change  had  been  attended  by 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  instead  of  those  evil 
coDseqnenc«s,  which  many  of  the  enemies  of 
tim  bill  anticipate. 

Believing  these  taata,  Hr,  J.  called  on  the 
wisdom  and  the  patriotiBra  of  the  Senate,  to 
aid  him  in  abolisning  a  featare  of  the  laws 
which  could  be  shown  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
country,  and  a  relic  of  despotism,  which  it  be- 
came their  duty  to  obliterate.  On  a  former 
ocGBMon,  he  bad  hoped  that  thia  subject  wonld 
meet  with  more  courtesy  than  was.  then  ex- 
tended to  it  by  his  brother  Senators.  He  had 
had  an  up-hill  task  ever  since  he  first  proposed 
the  sabject,  and  had  obtained  its  introduction 
with  great  difficulty.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
not  a  parliamentiu7  practice,  when  a  member 
proposed  a  new  subject,  to  treat  it  at  least  with 
patiencw  and  forbearance!  And  did  not  his 
seat  entitle  his  proposition  to  Iw  treated  with 
proper  attention)  As  to  the  committee  to 
which  the  matter  should  be  referred,  he  was 
not  toltcitoos  to  be  one  of  its  members ;  he  did 
not  care  if  he  never  served  upon  a  committee 
again,  so  &r  as  the  honor  of  the  appointment 
went.  His  only  wish  in  this  case  was,  that  the 
bill  might  be  pnt  into  the  hands  of  a  committee 
— whether  special  or  not,  he  was  not  particu- 
lar;  but  at  all  events,  that  the  matter  should 
be  deliberated  upon. 

Mr.  J,  condnaed,  by  remarking  that  the  re* 
mainder  of  his  term  of  service  as  a  Senator, 
embraced  throe  years,  and  in  that  time  he 
■  -wished  this  bill  to  be  fully  acted  upon.  What- 
ever might  be  the  decision  upon  its  merits,  he 
should,  aswashisdnty,  submit.  But,  while  that 
decision  was  swpended,  thinking,  as  he  did,  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  anty  to  press  the  subject  to  an 
issue.  He  repeated  that,  on  a  former  occasion, 
it  met  with  obstructions  which  he  bad  not  al- 
lowed himself  to  expect ;  and  it  had  caused 
him  the  deepest  regret  that,  on  a  subject  on 
which  his  conceptions  were  so  clear,  and  which 
seemed  to  him  so  unquestionable,  he  should 
have  to  encounter  hostile  opinions.  But  ' 
hoped,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  he  more  f 
tunate ;  and  that  the  Senate  would  grant  him 
a  committee  as  favorable  as  possible ;  and  then, 
that  the  bill  might  be  rejected — or  pass,  to  the 
immortal  honor  of  this  assembly. 

Mr.  JoHMsox  then,  having  obtained  leave,  in- 
troduced the  bill,  which  was  twice  read  by 


FioDAT,  December  39. 

ItteettiffaHen  of  t\6   Qffleial  Gondvet  «/  th» 

Vice  Freridmt,  whftn  Seertlary  at  War. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Tioi  Prbsi- 
DXNT,  was  read  by  the  Secretary : 
"  Tb  IKt  Sterttary  oftht  BmaU : 

"Sia:  Having  mddreaaed,  thii  tnoming,  to  the 
HouM  of  Represenlativeg,  a  commuaicatioQ  which 
may  claim  an  investigation  of  mr  official  coaduot 
while  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Ihe  Depart- 
ment of  War,  joa  wUI  [Jease  make  kaowii  to  tbf 
Senate,  that  a  sense  of  propriety  forbids  me  from 
resuming  my  stalton  till  the  House  has  disposed  of 
thia  subject. 

"  Very  reipectfuUj,  I  un  yours,  4o. 

J.  C.  CxiAont. 

WiSHOOTOif,  SSfA  Dtnanter,  1829." 

Mr,  Bbston  made  a  motion  that,  in  order  to 

!;ive  time  for  the  investigation  alluded  to  in  th« 
Btter,  when  the  Seuate  do  a^onm,  it  adjourn 
till  Tuesday ;  which  was  agreed  to, 

TnssDAT,  January  3, 1827. 
EUetion  of  Pretident  of  the  Senate,  pro  tvn. 

At  half  past  twelve  o'dock,the  Vice  President 
not  appearing  to  take  the  chur  of  the  Senate, 

Mr,  Holmes  rose,  and,  addressing  the  Secre- 
tary, moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  ths 
election  of  a  President,  pro  temport. 

The  question  being  pat  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Secretary,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  eon., 
and,  on  cotmting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  number  given  in  was  forty-eiz — 
necessa^  to  a  choice,  twenty-four. 

Hr.  Macos  having  received  a  mqjority  of  th« 
whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  Uie  Senate,  ^tv  Um- 
pore,  and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  mads 
nts  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  the 
hcraor  conferred  upon  him,  and  took  his  seat, 

THITB8DAT,  January  4, 
The  Yatoo  Pvrehate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bobbins,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  th« 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others.  Direct- 
ors of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Laiid  Com- 
pany, (a  long  standing  claim,  growing  out  of 
the  YaEoo  purchase,  the  nature  of  which  haa 
heretofore  been  often  stated.  The  bill  diireota 
the  payment  to  the  Company  of  J96,408.) 

In  support  of  this  bill,  Mr.  RoBBora  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows: 

I  will  state  the  grounds  which  have  Induoed 
the  committee  (that  is,  a  majority  of  them)  to 
report  in  favor  of  this  petition ;  the  Senate  will 
judge  of  the  efficiency  of  those  grounds. 

Ilie  United  States  made  an  agreement  witli 
the  petitioners,  (I  speak  according  to  the  legal 
,  effect  of  their  respective  and  mutual  acts,)  tlut^ 
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)f  the  putitiuners  would  release  their  Utle  to 
Uio  lands  in  question  to  tlie  Uoited  States,  that 
the  United  States  would  pny  the  petitioners 
therefor  n  certain  amotmt  of  mone^;  provided 
that  title  was  found  to  bo  a  good  and  legal 
title.  The  releose  waa  accordingly  executed  in 
due  form  of  law. 

The  Dnited  States  inBtitnted  a.  Board,  to  ei- 
amine  this  tiUa ;  and  the  Board  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  the  title  89  to  abont  nine-tenths  of  the 
land,  and  against  the  title  as  to  the  other  tenth. 
llie  decision  as  to  this  teaOi  \a  plainly  errone- 
ous ;  the  Supreme  Court  have  so  decided ;  the 
Board  itself  has  become  so  sensible  of  It,  that 
they  have  certified  to  the  same  effect;  that  is, 
tw'o  out  of  three,  and  they  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors of  the  Soord,  Indeed,  tiie  rule  by  which 
ilie  Board  decided,  is  so  obvionely  inapplicable 
to  the  case,  that  every  mind  must  see  the  im- 
propriety <ii  the  application.  They  decided 
upon  the  title,  not  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
wnere  the  titie  was  created ;  not  by  the  laws 
of  Uasaachnsetts,  where  the  title  was  trans- 
ferred; but  by  the  laws  of  Uaryland,  and 
which,  aa  to  the  principle  by  which  they  de- 
cided, is  peculiar  to  the  lows  of  Karyland,  and 
unknown  both  to  the  laws  of  Georgia  and  of 
Massachusetts.  The  laws  of  Maryland,  surely, 
CQold  not  affbct  a  title  created  by  the  lows  of 
Georgia,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  laws  of 
Georgia. 

.  The  Supreme  Court  Lave  decided  that  tbe 
title  of  tLe  petitioners  was  a  good  and  le^ 
title.  Then  the  release  of  the  petitioners  did 
operate  to  vest  in  the  United  States  a  good  and 
legal  tiUe  to  these  lands ;  to  this  tenth,  as  well 
as  to  the  other  nine-tenths.  The  only  good 
and  legal  title  which  the  United  States  have  to 
these  lands,  is  derived  from  that  release ;  and 
the  grantees  of  the  United  States,  if  ever  called 
npon  to  defend  themselves  in  their  sranta, 
Qiiist  defend  on  the  titie  of  the  United  States, 
derived  from  that  release.  This  being  so,  it 
^>peared  to  the  committee  (I  meantoam^ority 
of  them)  to  be  impossible,  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  jnstly  entitled  to  this  money. 
The  United  States  were  to  pay  for  a  good  and 
legal  title  from  thent ;  they  have  got  a  good 
and  legal  title  from  them. 

As  to  this  tenth,  the  Board  decided  that  it 
belonged  partly  to  the  United  States,  and  part- 
ly to  certain  individuab ;  about  three-fourths 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  fourth  to 
tJiese  individuals.  As  it  respects  those  individ- 
nals,  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
deciuon  must  stand,  and  they  report  accord- 
ingly. They  think  it  must  stand,  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  Board,  as  to  those  individuals,  is 
made  final,  and  as  the  money  has  actually  been 
paid  to  them.  The  decision  is  not  only  made 
final,  as  to  tbem,  but  it  has  been  execnted  as  to 
them.  By  this  loss,  therefore,  the  petitioners 
must  abid£ ;  the  amount  paid  to  those  individ- 
uals is  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  With  this 
dednctioD  &om  the  clum  of  the  petitioners,  we 
tliink  th^  claim  ooght  to  be  allowed ;  the  res- 


idue is  about  ninety-five  thousand  dollars.  Tliat 
money  is,  I  understand,  now  in  the  Treasary. 
originally  appropriated  to  this  purpose,  ana 
not  since  appropriated  to  any  other.  Their 
claim,  therefore,  can  be  sstisfied  without  any 
new  appropriation ;  and  to  withhold  it  wonld 
be,  as  it  appears  to  na,  inconsist«nt  with  th« 
good  faith  of  the  Government. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
anticipate  the  objections,  in  order  to  answer 
them,  which  may  be  raised  against  this  report; 
I  think  it  proper  first  to  hear  them.  And  for 
this  purpose  I  will  now  give  way. 

Mr.  Eaus  said,  that  the  large  anionnt  pn>> 
p<Med  to  be  appropriated  for  individual  us^ 
upon  grounds  connected  with  the  Yaioo  land 
speculation,  bad  induced  him  to  examine  the 
subject  with  some  core ;  and  whilst  he  claimed 
to  participate  in  tbe  jnst  and  general  regard 
paid  to  thejndgment  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, this  inquiry  bod  jirodnced  in  his  mind  a 
strong  impreasion  against  pasang  the  bilL  The 
question  was  not  new  to  the  Senate.  The  same 
committee,  (although  not  composed  of  tbe  same 
members  entirely,)  in  J828,  reported,  in  de- 
cided language,  against  the  claim.  Upon  a 
state  of  facts,  which  no  subsequent  occurrence 
hod  varied,  the  Judiciary  Committees,  of  the 
last  and  present  sessions,  hod  advised  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money.  He  considered  their  re- 
ports to  be  defective  and  unsatisfactory,  inas- 
much as,  in  his  opinion,  they  took  a  view  by 
far  too  limited,  of  the  facts  which  made  up  tfaa 
history  of  that  extensive  speculation.  The  ceg- 
sion  act  of  Georgia,  the  laws  of  Congress  Bob- 
sequently  enacted,  and  iha  proceedings  under 
them,  were  stated  with  proper  accnracy,  and 
constituted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committes, 
the  sufficient  foundations  of  the  claim.  A  more 
general  survey  of  the  facta  had  prodnced  in  bii 
mind  this  result :  that  all  the  claim  or  titie  of 
the  purchasers,  under  the  act  of  Georgia,  to 
Yazoo  lands,  must  be  looked  upon  aa  pronerty 
obtained  in  consequence  of  a  fraudulent  oavan- 
tage  over  the  laws  of  the  land.  He  spoke  of  it 
as  a  fraud,  because,  indeed,  it  was  sach,  and  of 
the  moat  pernicious  kind,  corrupting  in  its  pro- 
gress the  very  fountuns  of  lejpslatlon.  The 
titio  was  of  an  anomalons  nature,  which  existed 
only  because  of  the  wont  of  power  in  the  courts 
of  the  country  to  pronounce  npon  the  motives 
of  the  Georgia  Legislature.  On  a  second  view 
of  the  sufiject,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
fraudulent  advantage  nad  been  lost  in  the  acts 
of  mutual  reference  and  final  decision,  and  lost, 
too,  much  more  fairly  than  it  was  obtainwL 
And  now,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  the  Ya- 
zoo speculators  were  placed  before  Congren 
upon  the  same  footing  with  other  clumanta,  to 
succeed  upon  grounds  of  justice  alone.  But  as 
to  the  intrinsic  justice  of  this  claim,  the  report 
was  as  silent  as  the  grave ;  and  in  that  it  wu 
deficient.  To  establish  this  position  he  wonld 
go  over  the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  vear  17B^  in  the  month  of  Febmiry, 
the  Le^atnie  of  Georgia  fold  to  fbnr  oon^ 
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lues  the  whole  of  the  Mrritory  of  that  State 
west  of  the  Al&bamft  River,  comprising  fortf 
tnillioDK  of  acres,  for  tho  sam  of  five  hundred 
thoosand  dollars.  The  Georgia  Ifississippi 
Company  purchased  so  ranch  of  this  tract  as 
lay  between  the  Tombigbee  and  Mississippi 
Kivers,  for  ono  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
Urs.  Ha  had  nerer  heard  a  donbt  expressed 
that  this  tranwwtion  was  effected  by  the  cormp- 
tion  of  both  parties  to  the  sale.  One  fact  wot 
nfficient  to  oWsctorize  the  sale  as  a  fraud ;  it 
was,  that  every  member  of  either  Hoose,  who 
voted  (br  the  bill,  but  one,  was  interested  in 
the  project  One  month  before  the  utting  of 
the  Legislature,  of  the  aneceeding  year,  this 
company  sent  an  agent  to  Boston,  who  sold  to 
ft  company  formed  in  New  England,  all  right 
and  title  to  these  lands,  giving  to  tiiose  pur- 
chasers a  peculiar  deed,  which  he  wonld  here- 
after aottee — the  whole  purchase  money  to  be 
E'd  in  three  years,  the  lirat  instalment  in  the 
y  following.  It  was  essential  to  remark, 
that  tbki  sale  was  effected  just  one  month  pre- 
vions  to  the  meeting  of  the  Georgia  L^sla- 
tnre,  and  that  the  first  Instalment  was  not  duo 
ontil  the  next  Hay.  The  Legislature  of  ITSS 
was  convened.  It  was  formed  of  different  men 
from  those  of  the  preceding  seasiou,  of  meu 
elected  by  a  people  who  had  been  grossly  de- 
manded by  their  agents.  They  took  this  mntr 
tcr  into  wrere  consideration,  and,  after  stating 
the  frauds  and  injuries  which  their  constituents 
had  suffered,  bj  the  act  of  their  predecessors, 
they  passed  a  bill  to  rescind  that  act;  thereby 
abrogating,  as  far  aa  was  in  t^eir  power,  all 
tran^cttons  under  its  pretended  authority. 
The  reeeinding  bill  contained  a  clause,  which 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Oovemor  of  Georgia 
to  publish,  throughout  the  tJttit«d  States,  the 
passage  of  that  law,  the  object  of  which  was,  to 
five  to  the  whole  world  a  knowledge  of  the 
bets.  Notwithstanding  the  publication  of  this 
act,  several  months  previous  to  the  time  at 
which  the  instalmente  became  due,  the  New 
England  purchasers  pdd,  in  May,  the  first  in- 
atainient  of  two  cenls  per  acre,  and  received 
from  the  Georgia  Oompany  the  debts  which 
had  been  drawn  in  January,  and  lain  in  escrow 
until  that  time.  He  had  given  this  statement, 
to  show  the  nature  of  the  speculations,  as  well 
with  regard  to  one  company  as  the  other.  And, 
he  maintained  that  the  New  England  Compa- 
ny had  no  better  right  to  indemnification  than 
the  Georgia  Company ;  for  they  were  pnrchits- 
en  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent 
manner  in  which  the  act,  authorizing  the  sole, 
had  been  passed. 

[Mr,  K.  then  narrated  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  euh!ie- 
quent  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
which  ceded  the  Yazoo  lands  to  the  United 
BUlea,  until  the  act  of  April,  1814,  when  the 
■am  of  1,SOO,000  dollars  was  appropriated  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land,  as  indem- 
nifioation  to  the  claimants  of  those  lands.] 

A  Board  of  Commissioners,  said  Ur.  K.,  was 


appointed  to  decide  upon  the  claims ;  the  de^ 
cision  was  to  be  final,  and  the  Commiesionera 
were  required  to  form  their  opinions  npon  prin- 
ciples of  both  law  and  equity  and  were,  more- 
over, bound  thereto  by  ofrth.  The  claims  were 
submitted,  and  admitted,  with  the  exception  of  a 
claim  to  indemnify  for  nine  hundred  tbonsaod 
acres,  which  was  resisted  both  by  the  Georgia 
Company  and  by  the  United  States ;  by  the 
former,  on  the  ground  that  the  New  England 
Company  had  not  paid  the  purchase  money, 
and  tnat  the  Georgia  Company,  conaeqnentiy, 
held  an  eanitahle  lien  upon  it ;  and,  by  the  lat- 
t«r,  on  tne  ground,  that  the  land  had  been 
ceded  to  the  united  Btatca  by  Georgia,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Georgia  Company  had 
either  relinquished  their  olaims  to  the  6tat« 
of  Georgia,  or  the  United  States.  The  New 
England  Company  replied,  that  their  grantor* 
had  been  fully  p^d,  by  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  negotiable  notes  of  its  several 
members ;  but  admitted  that  these  notes  had 
not  been  pud  to  the  extent  alleged. 

Thus,  tDree  sets  of  claims  were  set  up  for 
this  amount  of  the  Eqjpropriation :  one  founded 
npon  a  deed,  another  upon  a  ^lure  of  eoa- 
siderntion,  and  that  of  Uie  United  States, 
fbunded  upon  the  facts  he  bad  stated,  lla 
would  submit  the  question  to  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  (requiring  him  to  discard  the 
technical  notions  of  the  law-schools,)  upon  the 
broad  grounds  of  natural  justice,  Who  had  the 
better  right  t  Upon  these  grounds,  could  an 
allegation,  distinguishing  the  rights  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  company  from  those  of  the  individ- 
nals  oomposins  it,  avul  any  thing!  These 
notes  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Georgia 
Company,  and  had  not  been  ne^tiated,  and 
remiuned  unpaid.  Was  it  not  right  that  the 
parties,  in  rcfereuce  to  each  other,  should  be 
placed  in  the  same  condition  as  though  no 
bai^im  had  taken  place,  for  the  property  not 
actually  paid  for  1 

The  Commissioners  gave  their  decision  in 
favor  of  the  United  Btate&  Instead  of  placing 
the  dedsion  upon  the  broad  grounds  ne  had 
adverted  to,  they  gave  a  reason  for  it,  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  it  was  unnecessary. '  The 
doctHne  of  an  equitable  lien,  as  asserted  by  the 
Georgia  Company,  was  snstaiued ;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  has  been,  that,  in  all  discus- 
sions  concerning  this  decisioTi,  the  reason  given 
for  it  has  been  assailed,  and  held  up  as  unsound 
and  &l!acious.  This  was  not  the  only  instance 
of  a  good  decision  for  a  bad  reason.  But,  sfdd 
Mr.  E.,  it  is  no  inquiry  with  me,  whether  thi^ 
decision  be  right  or  wrong ;  nor  is  it  one,  in 
my  view,  at  all  material  to  the  success  of  these 
petitioners.  The  judgment  of  these  commis^ 
siouers,  upon  all  legal  rights,  was  final.  They 
were  appointed  for  the  ultimate  settlement  of 
these  claims,  and  must,  like  all  courta  of  special 
and  limited  jurisdiction,  thus  oonstitntad,  be 


their  Jodgments,  they  did  settle  them,  and  Uiat- 
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•dvantaga,  whloti  had  been  obtained  in  the 
odiona  maimer  he  had  described,  was  anr- 
rendered  by  the  osreement  of  cill  parties,  and, 
having  once  been  forfeited  by  the  act  of  a  trl- 
bnnal,  having  ample,  competent,  and  final  Jnri»- 
diction,  there  was  an  end  to  ell  right  of  com- 

C'  '  t.  Aa  to  the  ooncliisive  power  of  these 
miasionera,  there  coold  be  no  doabt ;  and  it 
would  have  been  a  strange  oonrse,  to  have 
rested  them  with  leas  tban  final  jarisdiction. 
The  law  m  expreaaed  it.  The  act  of  1614  bad 
no  other  pnrpoBe  in  view,  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  suppoaed  that,  under  that 
law,  this  delicate  matter  had  been  arranged 
and  aettled  forever.  One  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  had  be«n  appropriated,  to 
floiet  preteD^ons,  confessed  on  all  hands  to 
have  been  of  fraudnlent  origin ;  a  tribunal  was 
oreated,  before  which  these  cl^mants  might 
have  sfipeared  or  not,  at  their  election.  They 
HA  ^ipear,  averted  their  demands,  and  did 
•very  other  act  to  manifest  their  wiUingness 
to  abide  its  determination.  They  received  the 
money  awarded  them,  and  thus  sealed  their 
lipe  aguQst  all  complaints  of  the  want  of  power 
In  the  judges.  Had  the  decision  been  against 
ttie  tJoiled  States  for  every  dollar  of  the  money 
iq)pn)priated,  the  Government  was  without  a 
remedy.  And  shall  we,  asked  Ur.  K.,  set  aside 
t,  dedaian  bvorable  to  the  Government,  upon 
•ny  ground  t  Yes,  on  one  ground,  and  on  that 
only — when  a  claim,  intrinucally  Just,  shall 
appear  to  be  unsatisfied.  It  was  well  estab- 
Usnad,  that  this  character  did  not  belong  to  the 
nbjeot  of  the  present  debate.  He  never  would 
do  an  act  which  misht  be  construed  into  an 
admission  of  the  punty  of  the  active  members 
of  the  old  Georgia  Company — nor  do  such 
essential  injury  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Btates,  as  bo  talce  money  itcna  their  pockets, 
to  reward  such  iniquity.  And,  above  all,  he 
protested  against  the  revival  of  an  advantage 
nrreptitiously  obtained  over  the  laws  and 
property  of  his  country.  That  advantage  was 
now  extinguished,  and,  as  to  tlio  interesting 

gualitiea,  "justice  and  eqnity,"  this  claim  was 
1  a  condition  of  the  most  absolute  destitution. 
Be  bad  said  he  conld  produce  evidence  to 
ahow,  that  the  olums  of  the  New  England 
Company  conld  be  placed  on  no  better  footing 
tiian  those  of  their  grantors,  because  they 
must  have  been  equally  aware  of  the  fraud  of 
the  act  under  which  the  whole  speculation  was 
oondncled.  Why  were  they  as  well  aci^ainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  transaction  ?  Because 
General  Washington,  by  a  public  Message,  de- 
livered to  Oongreas  one  month  after  the  passage 
of  the  obnoiions  law,  and  eleven  montlis  pre- 
▼ions  to  the  sale  to  the  New  England  Com- 
pany, put  the  whole  people  of  the  United  Btates 
npon  their  guard  against  speculating  under  that 
act.  The  rescinding  law  was  passed  and  pub- 
lished several  months  before  the  first  instal- 
ment of  tlie  purchase  money  was  pcdd.  And, 
ha  woold  not  state  to  the  Senate  the  wcll-es- 
tabliahed  law  in  reference  to  such  payments. 


Had  these  people  been  ignorant  men,  who 
could  not  r«ad,  or  would  not,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Industriously  search  for  every  thing 
published  about  a  speculation  on  which  tiiey 
wore  intent,  a  different  conclusion  might  be 
drawn.  But  men  who  deal  in  millions,  are 
birly  chargeable  with  this  notice,  before  an 
assembly  not  restrained  by  any  other  than 
coodderations  su^ested  by  the  duty  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  constitution,  and  by  an  mterconrse 
with,  and  a  knowledge  of,  men  and  things,  as 
they  really  are.  Could  it  be  believed,  that  the  ■ 
complunts  of  the  people  of  Georgia  had  not 
reached  Boston  before  this  purchoM  t  Should 
we  adopt,  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  so  im- 
probable a  conclusion  ?  Should  we  suppose, 
that  the  notice,  enjoined  to  be  given  as  a 
matter  of  duty,  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
was  not  given  f 

"Hiere  was  one  other  fact  he  would  name, 
which  constituted  in  all  law,  human  or  divine, 
competent  and  credible  testimony,  to  wit :  the 
voluntary  confessions  of  the  party  himself. 
When  the  New  England  Company  dosed  their 
bai^in,  they  received  a  deed,  containing  a 
covenant,  which  Mr.  E.  would  read,  from  the 
elaborate  report  made  by  Messrs,  Uadison, 
Gallatin,  and  Lincoln. 

[He  then  read  an  eztraot  from  the  deed,  by 
which  it  was  specially  covenanted,  that  there 
was  to  be  no  return  of  the  purchase  money,  in 
the  event  of  a  failure  in  the  title.l 

Conld  it  be  said,  then,  reaumed  Mr.  E.,  that 
the  New  England  Company  was  deceived,  that 
their  eyes  were  not  open  to  the  contingency 
implied  by  this  danse,  which  secured  the  Geor- 
pa  Company  fVom  all  liability,  however  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  might  be  construed  t 
The  deed,  in  substance,  spoke  these  words,  and 
it  is  impossible  they  could  have  been  misin- 
terpreted or  misunderstood :  "  We  are  selling 
you  a  title  acquired  nnder  a  law  which  tatcj 
turn  out  to  be  noil,  on  account  of  our  viUanj, 
or  our  villany  may  so  &r  transcend  any  thing 
foreseen  by  tne  framers  of  the  constitntion,  as 
to  be  beyond  all  control ;  in  either  event,  we 
keep  the  money,  and  tou  the  land,  if  yon  can." 

In  condusion,  Mr.  K.  observed,  that  he  felt 
every  disposition  to  appropriate  the  f^nds  of 
the  nation  to  the  payment  of  all  fair  clwms 
npon  its  justice  or  its  bounty,  and,  whenever 
he  could  be  satisfied  by  arguments,  not  founded 
upon  trite  and  technical  notions  of  met  aphyrical 
law,  but  those  drawn  from  the  dictates  of  a 

£1ain  nnderstandins,  that  this  clum  ought  to 
e  allowed,  he  wonld  give  it  his  support.  Be 
wished  to  be  understood,  and  wonld  recall  to 
view  the  positions  he  had  taken. 

First.  No  tJtle  was  originally  acquired  under 
the  Georgia  act  of  '96,  but  an  advantage,  which 
was  the  offspring  of  bribery,  which  conld  not 
be  disregarded  in  a  conrt  of  law,  because,  for 
wise  reasons,  the  judicial  power  of  the  country 
did  not  extend  to  the  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  Georgia, 
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Beoond.  This  advantage  had  been  Toliuitarilj 
nrrendeTed,  and  entirely  extinguiahed,  without 
•nj  faatt  of  the  United  States. 

Ilurd,  As  no  peculiar  incident  to  the  claim 
DOT  existed,  it  must  be  settled  like  all  other 
dsims,  upon  its  inhereot  merits. 

Fonrth.  That,  neither  in  the  hsnda  of  the 
original  purchasers,  nor  of  the  Nev  England 
Ccmipanr,  conld  any  such  merit  be  perceived. 

Kr.  Hills  remarked,  that  he  did  nut  rise  to 
ecntinne  the  discnsdon,  or  to  answer  the 
eUbonte  arguments  of  the  gentleman  who 
lud  last  spoken.  He  mnst  say,  however,  that 
he  tbooKnt  tboee  nrgamente  more  applicable 
to  the  bill  of  1814,  at  the  time  of  its  passage, 
tbsn  to  cases  whiob  have  nnce  arisen  directly 
under  that  act.  But,  as  no  gentleman  seemM 
DOW  prepared  to  answer  the  objections  offered 
to  the  bill,  he  would  move  to  moke  it  the 
qiecial  order  of  the  day  for  Voodaj  next 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

^E^iDAT,  Janosrj  0. 
Saad  in  ih«  Taritorj/  of  Arhmtat. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  FresideDt  of  the 
Uniled  States  to  oanse  a  road  to  be  constmcted 
from  Fort  Smith  in  Arkansas,  to  Naohitoohea, 
in  LniisiMui,  was  read  a  seoond  time. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  HsmmoEa,  the  report  of 
the  ocHunittee  on  this  sulfjeot  was  read. 

Ur.  Ohardlbb  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
ammmt  of  the  sum  appropriated,  ($21,000,) 
which,  he  observed,  was  greater  tbsn  the  esti- 
mate irfthe  ezpens^  by  six  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  HEdmOKS,  in  answer,  read  from  the 
volume  of  last  year's  printed  doooments  a  state- 
ment restive  to  the  neoeauty  for  the  conatmo- 
tion  of  this  road. 

Mr.  Burros  said  that  he  oonsidered  this  bill 
to  be  based  on  just  and  equitable  principles. 
The  lands  throngfa  which,  and  to  which,  this 
road  was  to  run,  were  almost  exclusively  the 
pnmer^  of  the  United  States;  and,  until  a 
Toaa  should  be  cut  to  lead  to  them,  they  would 
not  be  settled.  He  tbonsht  that,  where  large 
tracts  of  land  were  owned  by  the  United  Statw, 
It  became  a  duty,  on  their  part,  to  open  facili- 
ties of  commuiucation,  by  tbe  construction  of 
roads,  as  it  was  tbe  duty  of  any  other  land- 
holder. The  doctrine  had  long  been  sanotion- 
ad  bj  Congress,  and  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
leaned  to  rest  on  plun  principles,  peculiar  to 
itsdt  wluoh  pointed  out  thejustioe  of  the  ap- 
propriation. 

On  the  qneadcnt  of  orderioff  the  bill  to  be 
engrasMd,  a  ^vinon  was  o^ed,  when  the 
Senate  rehsed  to  ooncnr — 16  to  18.* 

A^lonrned  to  Monday. 

TuiSDAS,  January  9. 

Jintf  and  Dumb  Aiylma  tn  Etntueht/,  Ae. 

The  biS  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the 

two  townships  of  land  reserved  for  a  seminary 

■  Th*  un  «M  n}«t(d  bMww  one  end  of  the  pnpoasd 
>Ml  mi  to  Isw^  ud  taralf  bnoli,  tb>  wtl  tf  1  BtaU, 


of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to 
complete  the  location  of  tbe  grant  to  the  Deaf 
and  Domb  Asylum  of  Kentucky,  was  then 
taken  op. 

Mr.  S&'Toii  said  that,  last  year,  a  similar  bill 
was  passed ;  but,  by  some  error,  the  location 
of  one  of  the  townships  bsd  not  been  mode. 
and  the  other  had  been  considerably  diminished 
b^  lights  of  pre-emption.  The  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  settle  the  location  of  one  of  the 
townships,  and  to  empower  the  agent  of  the 
institntion  to  select  from  other  lands  as  much 
as  had  been  abstracted  by  the  rights  of  pre- 

Hr.  Koto  wished  to  inquire  why  the  loca- 
tion of  the  one  township  was  to  be  made  at  ft 
distance  from  the  other,  and  why  this  bill  was 
brought  forward  to  ask  a  more  advantsgeoua 
allotment  of  land  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insd- 
tation  of  Kentucky  f  For  his  own  part,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  grant  the  land  to  that  in- 
stitution. He  had  understood,  at  the  time  this 
bill  was  passed,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
an  unfortonate  class  of  society ;  bnt  he  had  no 
expectation  that  the  clum  for  that  class  of  per- 
sons would  bo  bron^ht  into  contact  with  the 
rlshts  of  other  individuals.  But  the  land,  said 
Jfr,  K.,  had  all  been  selected  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  honest  and  industrious  settlers  of  Florida, 
and  moch  of  it  belonged  to  those  settlers.  Ha 
did  not  wish  to  ic^ure  those  settlers;  and  he 
thought  the  imfair  manner  in  which  the  eeleo- 
tion  nad  been  made,  rendered  the  institution 
mideserving  of  the  boon  that  bad  been  granted. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
rolating  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  of 
Kentacky,  in  order  that  information  might  bt 
obtained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  seleo- 
tion  of  lauds  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Eatos  said  he  would  infijrm  the  gentle- 
man as  to  the  design  of  this  bill,  althongb  be 
was  not,  perhaps,  so  well  qualified  to  do  It 
satisfactorily  as  some  other  gentiemeu.  If  tba 
Senate  intended  to  make  It  an  Indian  f\ft,  H 
would  perhaps  be  the  best  method  to  adopt  tb« 
motion  Just  proposed.  Bnt,if  that  body  meant 
to  act  in  good  faith,  that  certainly  was  not  the 
conrse  to  be  pursued.  Should  the  Senate,  after 
having  granted  the  land  for  this  specific  oltjeot 
of  benevolence,  becanse  by  error  the  location 
had  been  made  upon  the  property  of  other  in- 
dividuals, and  thereby  the  subject  was  once 
more  snl^eoted  to  legislation,  withdraw  their 
bounty,  and  say,  because  an  error  had  thrown 
the  institution  into  their  power,  take  back  the 
appropriation  f  He  trusted  not.  If  there  was 
any  fault,  it  seemed  to  him  that  tt  must  have 
been  that  of  the  agent.  Ho  made  the  eeleo- 
tions,  and,  if  they  were  made  wrong,  certainly 
the  blame  rested  upon  him.  But,  for  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  consider  that  there  was  impro- 
priety  iu  the  selection.  The  question  of  right, 
he  thought,  even  ss  it  stood,  was  in  favor  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  of  Kentucky.,  Their  tiiim  be 
considered  better  than  those  of  the  settiers  of 
Florida,  because  the  law  was  passed  gnafii| 
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this  township  before  thAt  gjaotiag  the  liuidg  of 
the  settlers.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  law  which  was  first  placed  upon  the 
statute  book  gave  a  better  claim  than  a 
■Qbseanent  law.  The  right  Beemed  clearl;  on 
the  siae  of  the  College  of  Kentucky ;  bat  the 
institution  did  not  contend  for  that  right,  and 
their  moderation  in  declining  to  urge  what  thej 
were  jostij  entitled  to,  deserved  a  better  fate 
than  to  have  the  grant  once  given  them  with- , 
drawn  altogether,  Sapposing  that  the  claim . 
of  the  institotion  to  the  land  was  not  as  good 
as  the  clum  of  the  settlers,  still  snch  a  meoanre 
wonld  be  rigid  and  nnjust.  The  act  passed 
ibrmerly  enacted,  that  two  townships  should 
be  reserved,  and  one  had  been  reserved  on  the 
Psscsgoula;  bnt  it  had  been  considered  ex- 
pedient to  diange  the  location  of  the  township, 
and  another  bad  been  seleoled.  This  was  done 
becaose  the  territoTT'  was  supposed  to  be  divid- 
ed bj  two  interests,  and  it  was  an  extensive 
tract  of  coantrj ;  and,  as  the  ^ants  were  for 
two  institotiona,  it  seemed  desirable  that  they 
ihoold  be  separate,  and  ia  no  way  int«rfere 
with  each  other. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading, 

WxDirtSDAT,  JaniuuT  10. 
Salt  of  BeieTved  Lead  Mintt, 

The  bill  to  antiiorize  the  President  to  expose 
for  sale  the  reeerved  lead  mines,  in  the  State 
of  Uissonri,  was  then  taken  np,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  thereon  was  read.  [The 
eommittee  on  the  public  lands  had  recommend- 
ed the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.] 

Ur.  Bentor  said  it  was  now  fonr  year*  since 
he  had  brought  forward  a  system  of  measnres 
with  reelect  to  the  sale  and  dispoffltion  of  the 
public  hmds,  of  which  the  bill  nnder  considera- 
tion formed  a  part.  The  greatest  difficnlty  he' 
bad  met  with  in  the  prosecution  of  this  system 
was  to  find  the  proper  time  for  doing  it.  He 
was  always  met  \j  an  objoetion  as  to  the  time ; 
Mid  now,  as  heretofore,  there  was  a  proportion 
of  indefioite  postponement,  because  the  present 
was  not  a  snitable  time.  He  expatiated  upon 
this  i^ies  of  oUeotion,  as  more  fatal,  because 
often  msidiona,  than  direct  objections  in  Aront. 
He  considered  it  the  bane  of  l^islation,  and 
instauoed  the  numerons  failures  which  had  oc- 
cnrred  in  the  British  Parliament  on  the  subject 
of  reform,  because  a  suitable  time  could  never 
be  found. 

The  bill  had  once  received  the  fovorable  de- 
oision  of  the  Senate  npon  it.  The  older  mem- 
bers— and  those  who  had  been  here  a  few 
years  might  be  counted  in  that  class — wonld 
recollect,  that  the  policy  of  selling  out  these 
inlnei  and  throwing  them  into  the  mass  of 
private  property,  had  been  amply  discussed  in 
this  body,  about  four  years  ago,  and  sanctioned 
by  a  vote  almost  unanimous.  For  himself  he 
eonridered  the  whole  business  of  leasing  and 
nsting  these  mines,  aa  bow  carried  on,  to  be 
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unwarranted  by  the  letter  or  by  the  constrao- 
tion  of  any  law.  The  superintendent,  his 
olerks,  his  office,  and  salanea,  were  all  un- 
known to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  were 
created  by  establishing  a  construction  upon  a 
oonstruction,  an  implied  power  upon  an  im- 
a  pretension  npon  a  pretension. 


sonri,  and  they  would  find  it  to  be  without  law, 
and  above  law. 

He  adverted  to  the  power  delegated  to  the 
agent  to  make  reservations,  and  the  extent  of 
those  made.  The  lav  anthorized  the  reserva- 
tion of  min«t,  and  everybody  knew  that  a  mine 
was  a  point,  a  pit  in  the  earth,  from  which 
was  dug  ores  and  minerals.  Yet,  this  agent, 
instesd  of  reserving  mintt,  was  covering  the 
face  of  the  country  with  reservations.  He  took 
a  township  at  a  time,  with  houses,  farms, 
orchards,  and  arable  land.  In  this  way  he  had 
already  reserved  about  660,000  acres,  equal  to 
one  thousand  square  miles,  and  was  still  going 
on.  Patents  were  denied  to  fanners,  whose 
lauds,  purchased  at  pablio  sale  fixim  the  United 
States,  were  thus  reserved ;  and  the  owner  bad 
the  option  to  take  back  his  purdiase  and  lose 
his  improvements,  or  go  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  a  tract  of  land  which  would 
not  pay  a  lawyer's  fee.  8nch  a  policy  was  not 
only  Ininrious  to  individuals,  bnt  to  Uie  whole 
mineru  region  of  country. 

He  adverted  to  the  provisioDB  of  the  bill. 
They  directed  the  mines  to  be  advertised  in. 
ever7  State  of  the  Union  for  six  months  befbre 
they  were  sold.  This  wonld  bring  bidders 
from  all  distances,  would  attract  capitalists 
from  all  quarters,  and  ensure  a  snfflcient  com- 
petition at  the  sales.  It  would  bring  much 
money  into  the  treasury  for  property  which 
was  now  useless ;  bnt  he  considerea  the  amount 
to  be  derived  from  the  sales,  as  a  trifle  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  which  wonld  acenie  to  the 
Government  fh>m  the  increased  wealth  and 
popnlation  of  the  country. 

The  amonnt  of  duties  paid  npon  articles  of 
foreign  production,  now  consumed  by  the 
miners,  was  worth  more  to  the  Government 
than  their  paltry  rents,  and  if  thrown  open  to 
individual  enterprise,  if  covered  with  large 
capitalists,  and  worked  on  a  scale  proportionate 
to  their  extent  and  valae,  this  amonnt  of  duties 
would  be  proportionably  increased.  He  con- 
sidered the  wealth  of  the  Government  to  con- 
sist in  the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  promote 
the  wealth  of  its  citizens.    He  looked  upon 


rights  of  individuals  were  invaded,  and  a  sover- 
eign State  ii^nred,  without  profit  to  the  Federal 
GU>vemment. 

Be  s^  it  was  right,  ocoadonallr,  to  recur  to 
first  prin<»ples.  It  wonld  be  weD  to  do  so  on 
the  preeoit  oocaMon,  and  see  if  this  Federal 
Oovemawnt  was  creeled  for  the  petty  boaaneai 
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of  lecstng  lead  mines  and  salt  springt.  Oer- 
tatnlj  it  was  created  for  no  saoh  iDsigoifioant 
pnrposes,  but  for  the  great  parposes  of  peooe 
and  war,  and  foreign  relations,  and  a  few  other 
objects  of  universal  coDcem  to  the  whole  Union. 

Those  who  framed  the  constitution  wonld 
hav«  ecouted  the  idea  of  making  the  Federal 
Government  a  lead-mine  digger,  and  s  salt^ 
water  boiler;  and  even  now  a  propodtion  to 
amend  the  constitution  to  give  sacu  a  power, 
wo^d  be  rqect«d  with  contempt  Vet  we 
exerdse  the  power,  and  have  ezendsed  it  for 
ma:^  years,  witliont  law  or  constitution,  but 
\ij  inslf actions  from  the  Eieontive  Grovem- 
ment.  The  lead  which  is  collected  is  sold  by 
agents,  although  br  the  constitution  it  is  the 
proper^  of  the  United  States,  and  can  onlv  be 
sold  by  an  act  of  Congress.  He  conolnded  by 
Raying  that  the  bill  was  well  guarded.  It  did 
not  compel  the  sale  of  the  minea,  but  only  per- 
mitted It.  It  merely  removed  the  inhibition, 
and  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  to 
order  the  sales  as  he  should  think  proper.  He 
believed  that  no  person  could  wish  to  see  this 
«>edeB  of  property  held  and  wielded  by  the 
Federal  Government.  He  rested  upon  the  for- 
mer nnditided  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  deli  vering  np  these  mines  to  the  activity  of 
individual  enterprise,  and  hoped  that  Ae  bill 
would  receive  their  fiivorable  consideration. 

Ur.  Bakton  said,  that  he  should  offer  only  a 
few  remarks.  He  considered  this  bill  as  good, 
and  SB  well  drawn  as  conld  be  wished ;  but  be 
did  not  agree  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  expe- 
dient, to  authorize  the  sales  of  the  lead  mines  at 
the  present  moment  This  bill  made  it  the 
dn^  of  the  Executive  to  cause  the  value  of  the 
mines  and  their  advantages  to  be  set  fmih  in 
advertisementa.  But  he  oelieved  the  surveys 
and  examinations,  to  enable  the  Government 
to  do  this,  were  now  making.  The  general  law 
had  ^>ecified  the  reserving  and  surveying  of 
lead  mines;  but  hod  not  pointed  out  where 
tboee  mines  were.  The  system  which  had  been 
adopted  seemed  to  be  as  good  as  any :  the  £x- 
ecntive  was  following  np  a  course  of  measures 
which  would  obtain  IJie  knowledge  necessary 
to  falsi  the  proviuons  of  this  bill.  The  infor- 
matioa  required  could  not  be  given  unless  ao- 

g'lred  by  the  means  now  in  operation  by  the 
ecutive.  Whenever  tbat  should  have  been 
eOected,  the  bill  could  go  into  effect  bencHcially, 
and  be  Ihonght  the  opening  of  these  mines  to 
the  whole  community  would  be  highly  advan- 
tagcoos. 

Jfr.  Bbktok  remarked,  that,  twenty  years 
ago,  the  United  States  appointed  an  agent  to 
report  on  the  subject  of  lead  mines.  He  had 
done  BO.  Besides,  it  was  within  his  knowledge, 
that  a  Mr.  Austin,  engaged  in  mining,  had,  at 
the  request  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
on  the  subject  These  reports,  and  nnmeroua 
others,  came  before  Kr.  Jefferson,  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  attentive  to  every  source  of 
national  wealth.  There  were  many  other  re- 
ports in  the  hauda  of  the  GoTenuoNit,  made 


by  pererais  appointed  as  their  agents,  with  % 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  whose  dutf 
was  to  explore  and  superintend  these  mineei 
So  that  volumes  of  reports  must  already  have 
been  made  upon  the  subject  of  these  lead 
miuee.  In  fat^  a  volume  of  reports  was  pub- 
lished about  three  years  since.  Tbat  this  mass 
of  intelligence  was  authentic,  was  supported 
upon  the  authority  of  the  old  adage  \  "  nobody 
aees  fiirthw  Into  the  millstone  thui  he  who 
picks  it " — and  no  one  could  be  suppoaed  to  be 
more  correct  than  persona  on  the  spot,  whose 
business  it  was  to  survey  the  country  and  make 
reports  of  their  disooveries.  Beports  hod  been 
made  for  sixty  years — na;r,  he  might  soy  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years :  and  he  miun- 
tained,  that  at  this  moment,  there  was  aa  mueh 
information  within  the  reach  of  the  Executive 
as  was  at  all  necessary.  The  riwtract  whldt 
wonld  be  pnblisbed  of  the  mines,  would  give 
enough  information  to  the  general  and  unin- 
terested reader,  and  give  leading  hints  to  the 
person  designing  to  purchase.  But  be  should 
nave  a  poor  opinion  of  any  man  who  would 
invest  money  in  property  of  this  kind  on  the 
fUtik  of  any  description,  without  going  to  tiie 
country,  and  examining  for  himself.  But  the 
bill  does  not  enjoin  upon  the  President  to  put 
up  the  property  for  sale  at  any  given  time; 
and  those  wno  had  confidence  in  the  President 
in  mattom  of  for  greater  importance,  would 
surely  have  no  fear  that  he  would  injure  the 
interest  of  the  community  by  hurrying  the 
soles.  The  advertisement  wonld  go  to  all  parta 
of  the  country,  and  a  person  who  was  dig{K(Bed 
to  Invest  his  money,  would  go  to  the  place 
designated,  and  trust  to  hia  own  ears  and  eyea 
before  he  purchased,  and  with  a  Jnd^ent 
formed  on  the  ground,  he  would  make  his  bar- 

?:un.  There  was  nothing  in  this  bill  to  prevent 
arther  reports  from  coming  in.  It  was  care- 
fully guarded,  and  placed  in  the  Preddent'a 
hands  the  entire  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  the 
sale. 

Hr.  Houna  did  not  rise  to  throw  light  npoa 
the  subject,  for  he  confessed  he  was  completely 
in  the  dark  with  respect  to  it.  He  had  olwaya 
been  opposed  to  rcBerving  mines;  for  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  open  to  individual 
enterprise.  But,  he  thought,  if  he  now  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bks- 
TON,]  that  they  were  about  to  authorize  the 
President  to  sell,  before  he  knew  what  he  was 
selling.  It  was  true,  the  purchaser  would 
know  all  about  it.  But  tbat  would  be  no  re- 
commendation, OS  it  would  place  the  parties  on 
an  inequality :  the  purchaser  would  Know  the 
value  of  what  he  was  buying,  but  the  Eiecntive 
would  not  know  what  it  was  selling.  He, 
therefore,  thought  Congress  ought  to  let  the 
President  know  what  he  hod  to  sell,  beforo- 
they  bestowed  the  anthority  upon  him. 

Mr,  BsNTON  sdd,  that,  as  to  information, 
there  hod  already  been  at  least  £ve  hundred 
pagvi  priDt«d  upon  the  sul^ject 

Mr.  Uoucis  replied,  that  he  should  aot  b» 


'lodined  the  eooner  to  rely  on  this  ^Dtbrtnstioit 
from  its  qntuitity.  He  should  wish  to  have  a. 
person  sent  to  make  a  geoend  tmi  accurate 
BiiTTej,  and  give  definite  information  before 
any  sale  was  made.  We  knew  that  a  great 
A«ei  had  been  printed — for  we  were  fond  of 
displaying  ourselves  on  paper :  but  he  wished 
to  see  a  plan  with  the  prt^er  drawings,  maps, 
&c.,  before  the  matter  was  acted  npon. 

Hr.  JoHKSOH,  of  Eentnekj,  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  last  on  the  Soor.  It  did 
not  seem  to  him 'absolutely  necessary  that  all 
the  particulars  of  the  property  should  be  point- 
ed out,  before  it  was  exposed  to  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder.  We  only  wanted  to  know  that 
there  were  lead  and  salt  mines ;  to  know  that 
they  have  been  rent«d  by  the  United  States, 
and  what  they  would  produce.  Indeed,  all 
was  known  that  was  at  all  necessary.  He  had 
heard  sufficient  on  both  udes  to  convince  him 
that  the  President  might  go  and  sell,  and  re- 
ports still  continue  to  be  made.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  this  nation  had  become  too  much 
lice  a  counting-house ;  disposed  to  deal  in  many 
matters  of  detail  which  would  be  better  left  to 
be  transacted  by  individnals :  and  whenever  be 
found  an  opportunity  to  lop  off  any  of  tbe 
branches  of  the  business  of  this  counting-house 
he  was  disposed  (o  do  it.  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  tiiat  these  matters  were  not  well 
managed,  and  on  sound  principles — it  was  con- 
ducted by  agents,  and  if  they  were  sometimes 
actuated  by  improper  motives,  they  were  gen- 
erally honest  men.  The  principle  with  him, 
however,  operated  in  this  case.  Here  was  a 
branch  of  the  business  of  the  Ooverament 
which  could  be  advantageously  lopped  off,  and 
in  a  matter  which  would  be  with  more  pro- 
priety left  to  the  tninsactioa  of  individuals. 
One  word,  and  he  had  done.  It  would  be 
awarding  to  the  several  States  a  dignity  and 
imprortonce  in  the  management  of  their  local 
concerna,  to  rcsimi  into  their  hands,  in  in- 
stances like  this,  the  disposition  of  their  prop- 
erty ;  in  order  that  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government  might  not  go  on  contfnnally  in- 
creasing to  the  prejudloe  of  the  affairs  of  those 
Btates.  The  coinmittee  had  reported  in  favor 
of  the  bill — all  parties,  he  believed,  were 
agreed  :  he  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
indefinite  postponement,  and  should  vote  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CnAXDLXK  said  he  hod  no  doubt  the 
President  would  use  sound  discretion  in  not 
bringing  the  whole  of  tbe  valuable  mines  into 
market  at  onoe,  and  thus  injure  their  value :  but 
he  thought  it  better  to  insert  an  amendment, 
BO  as  to  authorize  him  to  bring  them  in  from 
time  to  time.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  and  amendment  on  the  table ;  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and 

The  bill  was  liud  on  the  table. 

Boadt  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called,  and 

the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  laying 
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taken  up.  The  n 
suliiject,  in  the  otiier  House,  and  several  other 
documents,  were  read ;  among  which  wu  a 
letter  from  Mojor-General  Brown. 

Ur.  HummciKs  said,  that  he  could  only  n- 
commend  this  bill  to  the  Senate  by  obserxisg, 
that  the  improvements  contemplated  by  it  wer« 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  portion  of 
the  country  through  which  the  roads  were  t« 
pass;  and  that  they  came  before  the  Benate 
with  the  sanction  of  the  mc^ority  of  the  other 

ICr.  Chuiducb  observe^  that  he  should  \nA 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  least  im- 
portant of  the  oDjects  contemplated,  as  oar 
funds  were  not  in  the  most  prosperons  oon^ 
tioQ.  He  perceived  that  two  roads  were  to  be 
run  from  Detroit,  and  he  would  move  to  strike 
off  the  appropriation  of  25,000  dollars  for  that 
one  which  led  to  Chicago.  He  would  not  prws 
this  motion,  if  the  Benate  were  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  both  of  these  roads.  He  only  de- 
rared  to  retrench  as  much  as  possible. 

Ur.  Eendbiokb  said,  that,  from  many  oon- 
siderations  this  road  was  considered  to  be  irf' 
great  importance.  He  would  not  ask  the  Sm- 
ate  to  hear  all  the  documents  on  this  subject, 
but  would  direct  their  attention  to  some  pas- 
sages in  the  letter  of  Governor  Cass. 

[He  then  read  several  sentences  from  fliat 
document;  recommending  this  road  as  one  d 
great  utility,  both  in  a  mercantile  sod  inilitaiy 
point  of  view.] 

He  said  it  was  important,  as  it  was  to  go 
through  the  heart  of  the  Fotawatamies,  cme  of 
the  most  powerfnl  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Ee 
stated,  that  through  the  whole  track  tlicre  wai 
not  a  white  person,  and  the  land  was  a  per- 
fectly barren  desert.  Governor  Cass  had  stated 
that  the  construction  of  this  road  would  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  prices  of  public  lands,  as  it 
went  through  a  great  portion  of  those  landa. 
This  effect  was  fairly  calculated  from  the  re- 
Eolt  which  had  followed  the  opening  of  the 
Black  Swamp  road.  The  Governor  uIbo  stated 
that  the  Commis^oners  had  been  followed, 
while  making  their  survey,  by  persons  de^ring 
to  purchase  land — from  which  he  argued  th^ 
the  opening  of  the  road  would  greatly  eecel- 
erate  the  sales  of  lands,  and  augment  their 

Mr.  Siam,  of  Uaryland,  supposed  that  tbe 
roads  now  contemplated  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance, could  they  be  made,  and  kept  open, 
for  military  purposes,  in  case  of  a  wsr.     But       i 
we  bad  some  experience  of  roads  not  kept  in 
order,  from  which,  perhaps,  some  nseftil  hint)       | 
might  be  drawn,    llnch  money  was,  on  ■  for-       j 
mer  occasion,  expended  in  m^ing  a  road  ia 
Florida,  from  Ponsacola  to  St.  Anguatine.    Tbe 

{ines  had  been  cut  down  and  the  rood  levelled ;       i 
ut,  there  being  no  travelling  upon  it,  a  growth       | 
of  oaks  in  a  lew  yeus  sprang  np,  in  plaee  of 
the  pines,  and  rendered  it  impassable,  until       j 
farther  expuue  BhonM  be  lud  out  vpm  it   If 
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the  roads  ia  the  Territoiy  of  Uicblgaa  could 
Dot  be  travelled,  ond  would,  in  the  lapee  of  a 
few  j^eara,  be  agun  obstmcted  bj  the  growth 
of  a  new  forest,  it  would  be  nselees  to  cut  them 
throngh.  "Whether  the  growth  of  wood  was 
umilar  to  that  in  Florida,  and  whether  the  re- 
sult would  be  the  same,  he  did  not  hoow;  bat 
the  matter  was  worthy  of  Donsideration. 

Hi.  Bexton'  had  bo  often  pressed  upon  the 
TTnited  States  the  necessity  of  making  roada 
^throngh  ttieir  lands,  that  it  was  hardlv  neoes- 
^aiy  to  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  Uiis  bill. 
The  principle  was  well  established.  As  ftr 
bock  OS  twenty  years  sinoe,  a  highly  respectable 
committee  of  this  body,  of  which  Ur.  Qiles,  of 
Virginia,  trad  Mr.  BaJdwin,  of  Georgia,  were 
members — men  unsurpassed  for  discernment 
sod  ability — made  a  report  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple was  impressed  upon  Congress,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Goveroment  to  make  roads 
through  their  lands.  The  consideration  of 
duty,  and  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army,  seemed  to 
him  sufficient  grounds  for  advocating  this  ap- 
pn^riation.  Hut  all  of  ua,  said  Ur.  B.,  have 
onr  own  knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
Tiaion.  There  was  not  a  Senator  who  did  not 
know  the  position  of  the  rood  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago,  and  its  importanoe,  from  ita  contiguity 
to  CaJnada,  held  by  a  foreign  power.  It  was 
only  from  the  want  of  roada  that,  in  many  in- 
stances, great  difficnlties  were  experienced  by 
oar  forces  on  the  frontiers  during  the  late  war. 
It  was  impossible  to  transport  provision  or  am- 
manition  to  our  troops  placed  m  distant  posts  ; 
and  many  disasters  which  occurred,  would 
never  have  taken  place  hud  there  been  good, 
or  even  bad  roads  throngh  that  wild  tract  of 
territory ;  setting  aside  the  immense  expendi- 
ture which  the  Government  was  forced  to  incur 
on  iMoount  of  this  deficiency.  While  Congress 
w«3  expending  hnndreds  of  tbonsands  on  the 
seaboard,  was  it  Just  that  their  eyes  should  be 
shat  npon  the  necessities  of  the  frontiers  ?  Not 
that  he  was  inimical  to  these  appropriations  for 
tbo  marine  States :  he  had  advocated  those  ob- 
jects— but  he  also  wished  appropriations  to  bo 
made,  whenever  they  were  required,  on  the 
west^^  fn»jUer  of  the  country. 

Who  among  the  gentlemen  present,  did  not 
reioember,  aiul  almost  shudder  at  the  reoollec- 
tioDL,  to  hare  read,  while  his  blood  was  frozen 
with  horror,  of  the  maasacre  of  Chicago! 
Women  and  children,  the  aged  and  tbe  help- 
less, were  murdered  by  the  ruthless  savages  m 
the  tracldeas  forest,  whence  there  was  no  path 
for  flight.  He  trusted  that  the  Government 
wotdd  not  neglect  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
this  frontier,  that  such  a  scene  might  not  oconr, 
should  war  ag^n  overtake  ns. 

The  people  of  the  West,  Ifr.  B.  sud,  paid 
more  than  any  othera,  of  equal  numbers,  to  the 
support  of  the  publio  Treasury :  they  paid  a 
jnUnon  and  a  half  annually  throngh  Uie  Land 
Offices :  nearly  another  million  through  the 
Cnstoni  House  at  Kew  Orleans,  and  then  «  fall 


proportion  of  the  customs  collected  at  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia,  and  New  Yorlc,  and  even 
something  to  Boston.  This  arose  from  their 
consumption  of  foreign  goods,  as  they  had  not 
manufactories  which  foniished  fine  cloths  and 
cottons,  as  the  people  of  New  England  had ; 
and  they  ptud  for  more,  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  than  the  people  oi  the  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

He  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  when  he 
heard  it  boasted  that  New  York  paid  twenty 
millions  in  duties.  For,  in  the  western  coun- 
try, the  taxes  were  ftir  more  burthensome,  and 
their  contributions  to  the  revenue  of  ^e  Unit- 
ed States  far  greater,  in  proportion,  than  those 
of  the  Atlantic  States.  Nor  ought  they  to  be 
deprived  of  their  share  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture. If  the  documents  of  the  Land  Office  of 
Detroit  were  exunined,  it  would  be  found  that 
it  was  the  most  productive  in  the  country ;  and 
since  that  aection  of  the  Union  was  paying  its 
share  of  taxation  and  tribute  to  the  Govern- 
ment, he  saw  no  good  reason  why  a  share  also 
in  the  benefits  flowing  from  it,  should  not  be 
granted. 

Ur.  Obaudler  observed  that  he  hod  found  a 
new  objection  to  the  bill,  in  tbe  fact  of  ita  run- 
nine  through  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Ho  had  at  first  sapnoaed  that  it  was  to  be  made 
entirely  through  tne  Territories.  He,  there- 
fore, was  now  m  fkvor  of  the  postponement.* 

Mr.  RcooLxs  said,  that  the  portion  to  bo 
made  through  a  State  sovereignty  might  be 
stricken  out,  if  that  was  an  objection  to  tbe 
bill.  He  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  necessity 
for  the  road,  and  the  inconveniences  to  whi<di 
the  inhabitants  were  now  subjected  from  the 
want  of  one.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Siotb)  would  consent  so  to  modify  his  motion 
as  to  postpone  it  to  a  certain  day,  that  the  bill 
might  not  be  entirely  lost. 

Mr.  SinTH,  of  Maryland,  assented  to  this 
snsMstioo. 

Mr.  NoBLX  said  he  oovli  not  hut  regret  that 
any  proposition  should  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill.  He  moved  that  it  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  next ;  and,  in  order  thti 
it  might  then  be  taken  up,  he  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  upon  this  latter  motion  being 
then  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  toble. 

THUB8D1.T,  January  11. 
The  Senate  was  this  day  occupied  on  private 

businesa. 

Fbioat,  January  13. 
Salary  o/  the  PoitfaeuUr  General, 
The  bill  to  inarease  The  salary  of  tbe  Post- 
master General  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
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taken  up  for  consideration.    [The  bill  proposes 
to  mnbe  the  Bolary  te-OOO.] 

Mr.  JonsBoN,  of  Eeotack;,  observed,  that, 
a*  hia  opinions  on  this  bill  wcfo  cliiefly  oora- 
nriecd  in  tba  report  which  had  Jaet  been  read, 
he  conld  se-j  tittle  in  addition  upon  tho  itibjcct. 
He  remarked,  that  the  duties  and  responiri bill- 
ties  of  the  gentleman  at  tho  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  were  eqnailj  IniportAnt  with 
those  of  the  Head  of  anj  other  Department  in 
theOovemment;  and  that  the  individnal  labor 
devolving  npon  that  Amctionaty  was  far  great- 
er than  that  of  any  other.  He  had  discharged 
his  duty  with  zeal  and  application,  and  in  a 
manner  m  advantageoui  to  the  public  that  it 
was  highly  desirable  to  place  him  on  the 
aonie  footing  with  the  other  Heads  of  Depart- 

Hr.  RciD  advocated  the  bill,  and  spoke  tn 
high  terms  of  the  manner  In  which  the  Post- 
master Oeseral  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Hr.  BsAScn  aaid  he  was  far  from  being  in 
favor  of  raising  BaJaries  in  general  cases ;  he 
was  rather  in  favor  of  catting  down.  Bnt  in 
tho  ease  of  the  Poetmaater  Genera),  his  opinion 
was,  that  it  required  to  be  increased  to  an 
equality  with  the  compensation  received  by  the 
Other  Heads  of  Departments.  The  duties  of 
tills  Department  seemed  to  him  to  incur  more 
responsibility  than  any  other ;  tlie  peoplo  were 
more  immediately  dependent  npon  it;  and  the 
liberty  of  the  country  was  intimately  concerned 
in  the  good  regulation  of  this  important  De- 
partment. It  was  impossible  that  a  man  hold- 
mg  an  office  so  important  should  l>e  able  to 
subsist,  in  the  present  mode  of  living,  on  the 
salary  now  given  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
It  wos  not  to  put  money  in  the  pocket  of  an 
individnal,  that  he  ahonld  vote  for  this  bill,  bnt 
to  compensate  services  of  great  value  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  Holmes  knew  one,  and  bnt  one  incon- 
venience, in  having  a  very  good  pnblio  i^cer. 
It  was  this — that  when  yon  raise  his  salary  for 
a  zealous  performance  of  hia  duties,  his  succes- 
sor, not  BO  good  or  so  able,  cams  In  for  his 
share  of  the  advantoge.  Mr.  H.  said,  bow- 
ever,  that  he  should  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Postmaster  General,  because  he 
liked  him :  because  he  respected  him  as  a  faith- 
ful and  zealous  functionary.  He  was  the  Head 
of  a  Deportment,  the  duties  of  which  required 
as  much  ability  and  integrity  as  any  of  the 
other  Departments;  and  tar  more  iadostry. 
During  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  Becretaries 
might  go  on  exoursiona  into  the  country ;  but 
the  Postmaster  General  could  not  do  it,  as  his 
duties  required  his  incessant  attention ;  and 
they  would  probably  a^n'sys  require  the  same 
degree  of  industry.  They  sa*  plainly  chough 
the  talent  and  exertion  which  the  office  re- 
quired, and  why  not  pay  the  incumbent  ac- 
oordingly  1  This  ringle  officer,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  salaries,  baa  been  left  behind  his  class. 
The  other  Heads  of  D^utDwnta,  bft  bdUvsd, 
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were  satisfied  with  the  pay  they  received ;  «t 
aaj  rate.  Congress  was  satisfied  with  it ;  and 
now  the  object  was  to  bring  np  the  eompens^' 
tion  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  an  eqn^tj 
with  other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

}Cr.  Woonutmr  said,  that  the  bill  came  into 
the  Senate  from  the  House,  daring  the  lost 
week  of  the  last  session ;  and  the  only  reaaon 
why  it  did  not  then  pass,  was,  that  the  increase 
of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General  was 
coupled  wi^  the  increase  of  other  salarieA, 
which  met  with  opposition  in  the  committeo, 
and  delayed  the  subject  until  the  session  tenni- 
noted.  The  opinions  of  the  whole  oommitt«ft 
were  in  favor  of  increasing  the  salary  of  tlw 
Postmaster  OeneraL 

The  qnestJoD  bring  then  taken,  the  biU  wm 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  &  third  reading  hj 
a  large  m^}ori^. 

The  Beiuto  s^J'^nnied  to  Monday. 

MoHDAT,  Janoary  15, 
Salaipy  of  the  PMtmatUr  Qeturat, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  iuor«ase  the  salary  ot 
the  Postmaster  General  was  read  a  third  timej 
and,  on  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  this  bin 
passt" 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RinDOLPH  then  rose,  and  said,  that,  as 
he  conld  not  voto  for  this  bill,  he  thought  il 
incnml>ent  npon  him  to  assign  some  reasons  for 
his  dissent — although  he  was  perfectly  awat« 
that  it  was  rather  the  dnty  of  the  proposers  of 
the  bill  to  assign  reasons  for  its  passage.  Sir, 
s^d  Mr.  R.,  this  bill  is  in  itself  an  innovation 
— it  is  a  taking  up  singly,  on  the  motion  of  a 
Senator,  the  salary  of  one  ofOcer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  passing  upon  it,  without  takioff  ■ 
review  of  the  salnriee  and  duties  of  tho  whole. 
In  the  mode  of  bringing  it  forward,  it  is  ex- 
ceptionable—but it  is  still  more  exceptionabla 
in  principle.  Mr.  President,  this  ia  a  qaestion 
which  ought  to  bo  decided  without  the  alight- 
est  allusion  to  the  Incumbent  of  the  office.  I 
shall,  therefore,  abstain  entirely  fVom  adverting 
to  him— I  look  to  the  office— ^o  the  duty — to 
the  emolument ;  and  not  the  man.  The  office 
of  tho  Postmaster  General  has  been  likened  to 
others,  to  which.  In  my  opinion,  it  bears  do 
likeness — it  has  been  likened  to  tiie  office  <rf 
the  Secretary  of  Stato ;  but  the  comparison  is 
in  every  respect  exceptionable ;  for  you  wili 
recollect  that,  to  that  office,  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  the  country  are  contided.  I  will  not 
examine  the  other  offices  to  which  it  has  been 
likened ;  bnt,  in  its  nature,  the  office  of  Post- 
master General  is  purely  ministerial — is  lower 
in  the  scale  tlian  those  of  the  other  Heads  of 
Departments.  Sir,  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the 
Bolaries  of  the  other  offices.  Whether  or  not 
they  are  too  high,  is  not  now  the  subject  of 
consideration — but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  we  are  about  to  take  a  step — inadvertent, 
I  was  going  to  say — bnt  I  will  say,  inexpedient^ 
We  ore  aboQt  to  make  an  addition  (tf  two  th»B- 
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■ud  doUan  to  tbe  eaiaij  of  the  Postmaster 
Goneral.  Bir,  tlie  present  aaJory  of  that  ofS- 
cer,  in  anj  of  the  States,  would  bo  consid- 
er^ k  large  and  adequate  compensetioa  for 
any  offica  witMa  those  States.  Have  tiie  Sen- 
ate coniidered  well  this  measure  ?  Have  they 
considered  that,  by  this  bill,  tboy  will  place 
tbe  eompensation  of  the  Postmaster  General 
we  tbonsand  dollars  above  that  of  the  Vice 
Prendent  of  the  United  States,  and  one  thon- 
mid  dollara  above  that  of  tlie  Chief  Justice  of 
tbeUoitad  States!  Vr.  President,  yoa  know, 
aad  we  all  know,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
more  inanspicioua  than  the  present  to  an  in- 
crease of  pnblia  ezpenditore.  Thoee  who  have 
■een  fit  to  remark  upon  my  public  life,  will,  I 
Ulieve,  allow  that  I  was  never  a  penurious  or 
■     1  politician.    I  always  wished  to 


»  latiorer  worthy  of  his  hire;  but, 
this  cue,  I  consider  tiie  hire  fully  worthy  of 
tha  laborer.  Sfr,  was  there  ever  a  time  when 
tnoney  was  more  scaroe  1  when  we  were  more 
admcniished  to  the  practice  of  economy!  or 
vboi  the  aspect  of  onr  affairs  was  more  nn- 
pcomiidnp?  Sir,  in  the  part  of  the  country 
from  which  yon  and  I  come,  there  is  a  dearth 
whioh  treads  upon  the  heels  of  famine — nor  is 
distress  and  aepresdon  partial  or  limited. 
Ibese  reasons,  and  many  others  that  I  could 
ennnierate,  indnce  me  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
tbebill;  and  I  move  that  it  be  re-committed. 

llr.  BBiyoEi  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Tirpiia  was  ainoere  in  the  expression  of  his 
opinion.  He  had  always  respected  the  opin- 
ions of  that  gentleman,  bat  in  this  case  he 
Biut  differ  from  him.  In  making  a  compari- 
ng <^  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General 
with  that  of  tha  Vioe  President,  a  comparison 
of  the  dntjes  of  tbe  two  offices  oaeht,  in  Jus- 
tice, to  have  been  made.  The  office  of  the 
Vice  President  was  almost  a  nominal  one.  It 
TSt  (rae,  that  the  present  Vice  President  had 
oertuDly  fulfilled  bis  duty  in  the  office;  bat, 
in  coiuparisoQ  with  those  of  the  Postmaster 
Gsoeral,  his  duUea  were  merely  nominal.  He 
llionght  the  services  of  the  Postmaster  General 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  country,  con- 
trary to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  did 
not  think  that  the  compensation  of  that  func- 
fiooary  shonld  be  aa  great  as  that  of  the  other 
Beads  at  Departments.  Bat,  was  he  borne 
out  by  (acts  I  Had  it  not  been  shown  that  the 
dnties  of  tbe  Poabnoster  General  were  so  ar- 
dwns  and  engrossing,  that  he  had  not,  dnring 
lus  whole  Ume  of  service,  been  able  to  absent 
)>uiiself  from  hia  office  ?  The  other  Heads  of 
Itepartments  bad  it  in  their  power  to  traverse 
the  coimlry ;  to  visit  our  Legislatures ;  to  do 
miMh  besides  their  dnty,  and  even,  at  times,  ta 
»«ke  out  Senators  tremble.  Not  so  with  tbe 
Fottmaster  General.  Would  to  God  all  the 
ether  officers  of  the  Government  were  as  ex- 
awvely  devoted  to  their  duties,  and  as  entire- 
ly confioed  to  their  own  sphere  of  action.  In 
^  cas^  he  had  set  out  in  a  coDviction  that 


the  bill  ought  to  pass ;  and,  much  as  he  re- 
spected the  gentlemon  from  Virginio,  ho  must 
still  persevere  in  bis  opinion.  He  {Mr.  B.]  rep- 
reeented  ft  portion  of  the  conutry  which  was 
humble  ia  its  pretensions  as  to  compensation 
for  services ;  and  he  was  no  advocate  for  ex- 
orbitant salaries.  But  be  did  not  think  this 
country  exhibited  many  such.  If  wo  looked  at 
most  of  our  public  oflioers,  we  should  perceive 


from  Virginia  woald  never  prescribe  to 

one  officer  a  style  of  living  different  from  that 

of  others  of  the  same  rack.    That  gentleman 

knew  the  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  what  wsa 

to  society.    The  Postmaster  General  mast 


was  allowed,  on  ^  hands,  to  be  a  valuable  offi- 
cer— and,  in  comparing  the  duties  and  labors 
of  that  office  with  those  of  otliers  of  a  similar 
grade,  he  oame  to  the  conctosion  that  tbe  in- 
cumbent, from  the  nature  and  extent  of  bia 
services,  had  a  just  claim  to  a  salary  eqnal  to 
those  of  other  Heada  of  Departments, 

The  anestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  biQ 
passed,  by  the  following  vote ;  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

YiAs. — Hessn.  Barton,  Belt,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bouiigny,  Bruich,  ChambsiS,  Cbiee,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Harrisoa,  Eayne,  Holmes,  John- 
sou  of  Ey.,  Johnson  of  Lou.,  Kano,  King,  Uarks, 
UcKinlej,  Hills,  ^'oblc^,  Keed,  Kobblns,  Romn, 
Rodney,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smitb  of  JId.,  SiiiiLh  of 
S.  C,  liioiiias.  Van  Buren,  and  Woodbury — 35 

"Site. — Uesats.  Botcman,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Eiii^bt,  Macon,  liandolpb,  Si-ymour,  Taienell, 
and  WiUiams— ]0. 

Friday,  January  19, 
Belitf  <(f  the  Svffera^  at  Alexandria. 
"St.  EARmsoir  roee  and  said,  that  he  waa 
about  to  ask  of  the  Senate  the  greatest  indnl- 
ffence  ever  asked  for  on  any  occasion,  since  he 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  thia  floor.  Tbe 
motion,  however,  which  he  was  about  to  make^ 
was  one  bo  consonant  to  the  generous  feelings 
of  the  members,  that  he  trusted  no  objection 
wonld  be  offered  to  it ;  and  tliat  the  exigency 
would  be  a  sufficient  argamont  in.  favor  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  rale  whfcb  he  intended  to 
ask.  He  begged  leave  to  introduoe  a  bill,  with- 
out the  QEuat  formalities  of  a  previous  notice, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire,  which 
yesterday  spread  devastation  tiu^mgh  the  neigh- 
boring city  of  Alexandria.  It  waa  not  the  in- 
tention of  Mr.  H,  to  moke  a  speech  at  the  prea- 
ent  time,  and  be  hoped  no  snch  display  of  ar- 
gaments  would  be  necessary  to  awaken  in  the 
minds  of  gentiemen  a  proper  feeling  upon  the 
subject:  tor,  while  they  were  deliberating,  the 
women  and  children  whcim  the  oonfiagration 
of  yesterday  had  deprived  of  their  homes, 
were  suffering,  excepting  ao  fkr  as  they  had 
beea  rdiavea   by  pivata  beaercdeiue,     No 
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conatttDtional  objection  could  be  raieed  to  this 
manner  of  dUpcnsing  the  funds  of  tho  conntry, 
tmd  they  were  left  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
immaAit;.  It  was  proper  to  consider  what  Alex- 
andria fonnerl;  waa,  and  what  ebe  now  is.' 
0[ic«  she  WB9  a  component  part  of  the  great 
Btate  of  Virginia,  claiming  protection  from  the 
sovereigntj  of  that  State— that  protection  hod 
been  resigned ;  and  she  was  now  a  part  of  this 
District,  and  had  no  Legislatore  to  look  to  for 
assistanco,  bat  to  the  Congreas  of  the  United 
Btates.  Hod  she  remained  in  her  former  con- 
dition, the  Legislature  of  that  great  State,  now 
in  session,  would  doubtless  have  made  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
sufferers.  Bat  now  they  had  no  other  hope  of 
protection  uid  succor  than  from  Congress ; 
they  had  no  other  appeal  but  to  the  United 
States.  Ur.  H.  then  asked  and  obtuned  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  tho  indi- 
gent snffcrere  by  the  late  fire  in  Alexandria,  to 
bo  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  Uayor  of  that 
city,  to  bo  disposed  of  by  him;  which  was  read' 
twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ur.  Babtok  opposed  the  bill.  He  thongbt 
it  a  subject  npon  which  it  would  be  improper 
end  inoipodient  to  legislate.  If  the  losers  hod 
insured  their  property,  which,  in  most  cases,  it 
was  probable,  had  been  done,  the  Bufferings 
woula  not  likely  be  bo  great  aa  had  been  ima- 
gined. To  make  their  sufferings  the  subject  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  struck  him  aa  needless,  as 
they  would  experience  the  same  extension  of 
i^mpathy  and  assistance  which  hod  been  given 
to  other  plnccs,  when  overtaken  by  similar  dis- 
asters, by  individoal  oontribntion.  He  must 
also  oppose  an  appropriation  by  Congress, 
made  on  a  sadden  occasion,  which  always  cre- 
sted feverish  excitement,  and  ted  men  to  advo- 
cate measures,  which,  in  moments  of  cooler 
refiection,  they  might  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
oppose. 

Mt.  SKirn,  of  Ifaryland,  said,  that  the  people 
of  Alexandria  were  peculiarly  situated ;  they 
were  nnder  the  care  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  more  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  extend 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
than  to  those  of  any  other  individnal  portion  of 
territory  in  the  United  States.  The  gentleman 
from  Uissonri  had  said,  that  the  property  was 
chiefly  insured ;  bat  he  hod  not  token  into  con- 
sideration, that  only  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
building  was  ever  insured,  as  the  insnronce 
officers  guarded  themselves  in  this  manner, 
from  the  effects  of  too  great  a  secnrity  on  the 
part  of  those  who  insured;  who  might,  if  en- 
tirely shielded  from  toss,  become  negllf^ent. 
And,  even  supposing  the  buildings  to  have  been 
insured,  there  was  a  great  part  of  the  property 
lost,  on  which  it  wonld,  doubtless,  be  very 
difHcnlt  to  effect  insurance,  because  its  value 
could  not  easily  be  estimated.  In  this  iucle- 
ment  season  of  the  year,  when  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  thrown,  by  such  disaster, 
upon  the  l>etievolence  of  those  wtio  were  also, 
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in  some  degrees,  sufferers ;  when  persona  who 
yesterday  were  living  in  plenty  and  comfort, 
were  to-day  deprived  of  the  moans  of  shelter 
and  subsistence;  it  was  no  time  to  canvass 
coldly  the  extent  of  the  suffering,  or  the  prob- 
ability of  their  receiving  succor  elsewhere, 
Uany  instances  of  misery  might  be  brought 
before  tho  Senate,  but  he  ivould  mention  onlj 
one ;  it  was  that  of  a  widow ;  \t'ho  had,  pre- 
vious to  this  calamity,  lived  in  plenty  upon  her 
means,  and  who,  by  the  event  of  yesterday,  had 
been  made  destitute.  And,  should  it  be  s^d 
that  Congress  elint  their  hands  to  distress  like 
this(  Should  they  turn  from  a  conflagration 
which  took  place  within  their  siglit,  and  with 
heartless  indifference  bid  tlie  sufferers  look  to 
the  charity  of  their  fellow-citiicns  for  relief? 
He  had  hoped  that  this  proposition  would  IiSTO 
passed  the  Senate  »vb  tilenlio;  and  he  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  it  had  encountered  op- 
position. It  seemed  to  l>e  Jook^  npon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  as  a  new  ca-sc.  But  it 
was  no  new  case.  Congress  liud  formerly  ex- 
tended similar  relief  to  otlicr  Bofferers;  they 
bad  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
sufferers  of  Lsguayra ;  and  had,  even  during 
this  session,  ollowod  persons  having  lost  their 
lands,  by  the  earthquake  in  Hissoui'i,  to  locate 
on  other  lands.  Why,  then,  should  they  re- 
fuse to  grant  relief  on  an  occasion  which  go 
justly  called  for  their  assistance  1 

Mr.  CnANDi,EB  add,  tliatbjthisbill,  they  were 
called  upon  to  give  relief,  which,  if  it  depended 
on  his  own  will,  he  should  not  feel  disposed 
to  withhold.  He  did  not  feci  less  for  those  who 
had  suffered  than  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
loud;  but  if  he  [Mr.  C.j  were  to  rote  for  this 
bill,  what  should  he  be  able  to  say  to  a  portion, 
of  his  constituents,  who  had  been,  within  two 
years,  visited  with  a  calamity  immeasurably 
greater  than  that  upon  which  they  were  now 
commenting !  It  was  known,  that,  in  the  State 
of  Mwne,  a  conflagration  took  place  last  year, 
which  covered  fifty  miles  square,  destroying 
houses  and  bams,  and  even  the  produce  of  the 
field.  But  the  people  in  that  country  had  re- 
ceived no  relief  from  Congress;  he  did  not 
think  they  bad  any  right  to  expect  it,  nor  did  he 
think  (Congress  was  bound  to  bestow  it  in  Ihia 
instance.  He  was  willing  to  put  his  hand  into 
his  pocket  and  give  as  freely  as  any  one  towards 
this  object ;  but  he  could  not  support  the  bill 
under  couMdcrotion.  Ho  declared  to  God  he 
could  not  put  his  hand  into  the  pockets  of  his 
constituents,  who  had  suffered  equally  by  the 
same  devouring  element,  and  give  their  money 
to  relieve  those  who  had  been  injured  in  this 
case.  He  certainly  would  have  assented  to  it 
had  not  his  senate  of  duty  directed  him  other- 
wise, If,  however,  this  was  now  done,  a  pre- 
cedent would  have  been  established ;  and  on 
other  occasions  it  would  be  neceseary  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  relief  of  other  cities. 
Tlie  aivument  that  Alexandria  was  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  did  not  appear  to  Lira  to  be 
a  satisfactory  one,  and  oertamly  had  no  power 
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to  convince  bis  mind  that  the  measure  wonld 
be  n  correct  one. 

Kr.  BufTOM  was  not  opposed  to  the  diqMn- 
lation  of  one  of  the  rules  olthe  Senate:  bnthe 
waa  of  opinion  that  thej^  ooght  not  all  to  be 
dlntensed  with.  He,  Uierefore,  thought  the 
bill  onght  now  to  t^e  its  osual  oonrae ;  and 
wished  that  It  might  haTe  a  reference  to  the 
^>propriat«  committee.  Their  deciaoa  was 
yeitj  important  in  this  case ;  and,  meanwhile 
the  distreases  of  the  snfierers  might  be  alleviated 
in  tjie  manner  pointed  out  hj  tbe  gentleman 
from  Uaine,  aa  be  presumed  ^  wonld  give  ac- 
cording to  ^eir  means.  He  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colcmbia. 

The  qnestion  being  taken,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  on  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Adonmed  to  UondaT; 

TmsDAT,  Jannarf  23. 
Aiexandria  Saffenn. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  safferers 
by  tbc  late  fire  at  Alexandria,  was  then  taken 
up,  and  reed  a  third  time. 

Mr.  NoBLX  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^s  on 
the  qoestion  of  the  passage,  whicli  were  order- 
ed, and  were  aa  foUowa : 

Ta*a — Ueaara.  Balemui,  Benton,  Boulignj, 
Branch,  Ouunber*,  Chaae,  Cbjtoa,  DIekerson  of 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hafile,  BendHcks, 
Holmes,  Johnson  Ej.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Sjine, 
King,  Knight,  Muka,  Hills,  Ilidgel:^,  Kobbins,  Ban- 
lord,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Kd.,  Thotnaa— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ohkodlsr,  Cobb, 
Etndlay,  Xacon,  Hobls,  Randolph,  Beed,  Bowui, 
Buggies,  Bmitii  of  B.  C,  Taiov^  Tan  Bnien, 
WUte,  Willay,  Williams— IT. 

So  the  bill  paseed,  and  was  returned  to  tbe 
Boose  of  Bepresentatives. 

MoNDAT,  Jannarj  29. 
Lotleryfiyr  (A«  SaU  of  Mr.  J^enoiCt  MontUtOo 
EftaU. 
Ur.  ntTNx  rose,  and  said,  he  bad  beeti  re- 
qnesled  to  present  a  petition,  which,  from  its 
oiaracter,  as  well  as  the  quarter  from  which  it 
came,  woald,  he  was  sure,  receive  the  most  re- 
spectful consideration  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
a  petition  from  the  family  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
It  did  not  ask  for  any  pecuniary  relief,  nor  did 
it  attempt  to  enlist  the  generous  sympathies  of 
the  American  people,  in  behalf  of  the  daughter 
of  the  man  whoso  name  alone  would  be  a  sare 
passport  to  the  conlldence  and  protection  of 
tiverj  American.  It  mcrelj'  requested  the 
sanction  of  Congress  to  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  corporation  of  this  city  hare  agreed 
to  lend  their  aid  to  oflect  on  object,  which,  it 
was  beiioTed,  wonld  occompliab  uie  wish  near- 
est the  heart  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  placing  his 
only  sarviving  child  in  a  state  of  independence. 
It  b  known  to  the  American  people,  said  Mr. 
IL,  that,  danng  tbo  last  yean  of  his  life,  Ur. 
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JeSbrson's  affairs  were  considerably  embarrass- 
ed. This,  it  is  well  onderstood,  was  not  oc- 
casioned by  any  thing  that  could  be  justly 
attributed  to  him  as  a  fault.  Some  onforeseen 
misfortunes — the  great  depreciation  of  real  es- 
tates— but,  above  all,  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  brought  upon  him,  in 
bis  old  age,  those  calamities,  of  which  we  have 
ell  heard,  and  which  we  have  all  deplored. 
He  retired  from  the  Presidential  chair,  the  idol 
of  tbe  party  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  tho 
efficient  head,  and  found  bimse!^  during  the 
latter  jeers  of  his  life,  in  possession  of  the  re< 
spect  and  confidence  of  all  classes  of  tbe  com- 
munity. Ha  was,  indeed,  regarded  as  the  pa- 
triarch of  liberty,  and  bis  boose  became  a  sbnna 
to  which  its  Totariea  made  their  annual  pil- 
grimagea.  Hence  it  was,  that,  in  the  exercise 
of  what  has  been  so  happily  («Ued,"  a  liberal, 
though  frugal  hospitality,  he  became  involved 
in  pecuniary  difficulties.  'When  placed  in  that 
siCnation,  it  is  known  to  all  who  now  bear  me, 
that  he  disdained  to  ask  or  to  receive  from  hia 
country  any  aasistance  beyond  tbe  grant  of  a 
lotterT,  tbe  whole  object  of  which  was  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate  at  its  apprused  value.  To 
those  who  may  be  disposed  Xa  accuse  us  of  in- 
gradtude  towards  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  is  proper  to 
say,  that  he  obtained  all  that  he  desired ;  and, 
as  he  most  positively  and  publicly  declared,  all 
that  he  would  have  consented  to  receive.  That 
he  did  not  attempt  to  avail  himself  of  a  popu- 
larity without  a  parallel,  to  put  himself  at  once 
above  his  difficulties,  proves  that  be  died,  as  he 
lived,  true  to  his  principles.  It  is  known  to 
the  public  that  tbe  lottery  granted  by  tbe  State 
of  Virginia,  bad  not  been  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  decease :  but 
it  is  not  so  generally  known,  that  he  died  in 
the  belief  that  it  would  soon  be  brought  to  a 
successful  termination^  nor  that,  In  his  will, 
(which  is  now  before  me,  written  with  his  own 
bond,  but  a  few  days  before  bis  death,)  he  haa 
made  a  distribution  of  bis  estate,  manifestly 
founded  on  this  belief.  It  is  needless  for  me  to 
atet«  tbe  causes  which  have  hitherto  delayed 
the  completion  of  tbe  lottery ;  and  it  is  only 
necessary  for  me  now  to  aa;y,  that  an  arronge- 
ment  has  been  made  with  the  corporation  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  which  the  Jefferson 
lottery  is  to  be  so  connected  with  the  lotteries 
established  here,  as  to  accomplish  all  the  oUecta 
wbicb  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  view.  This  has  ocon 
effected  tbrouKh  Kessrs.  Yotes  and  Mclntyre, 
who,  with  a  liberality  entitled  to  all  praise, 
have  made  the  most  satisfactory  arrangements 
on  this  subject.  The  odIt  difficulty  in  the  way 
arises  from  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, which  restricts  them  from  any  lottery,  ex- 
cept such  as  distribute  tnoney  prizt»,  Tlie  ob- 
ject of  this  petition,  therefore,  is  to  obttun  an 
act  of  Congress,  giving  authority  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  Washington  to  connect  the  Jofierson 
lottery  with  those  they  ore  now  authorised  by 
law  to  establish — on  object  which,  I  trust,  will 
be  accomplished  without  objection  or  difficulty, 


Hr.  H.  ^hea  praaented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Randolph,  esecntor  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, prajing  for  an  act  of  Ocfflgreas,  for  the  pur- 
poses above  mentioned. 

Tlte  petition  was  read ;  and,  on  motioii  of  Ur. 
Eatds,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dii- 
triot  of  Oohimbia. 

TnuBBDAT,  Febmarj  1, 
DittributUm  of  Bnemis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Diokebbok,  the  "  bill  for 
the  diatribation  of  a  portion  of  the  Beveane  of 
tiie  United  States  among  the  seTeral  States'' 
was  taken  ap. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 
"ABill  to  proTide  for  the  diitrlbutioa  of  ■  put  of 

the  ReTennea  of  tho  United  Blates  unong  the 

seTeral  Butei  of  the  Union. 

"Ba  il  tmaeird,  ^,  Thftt  tha  BocreUrj  of  the 
n«Hur]'  be  authorized  and  Nquired,  nnder  auoh 
tegnlatioiu  aa  be  maj  think  proper  to  prescribe,  to 
diride  amongst  the  several  Stales  of  the  Union,  in 
the  raUo  of  mrect  taxation,  the  sum  of  Stb  millloas 
of  dollars,  on  the  flnt  daj  of  JnnuBrr,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  fire  millions  of 
dollara,  on  the  first  Stj  of  Januarr,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  nad  t«F!nie-Dine ;  five  millions  of 
dollars,  OD  the  first  daj  of  Junuarj,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  j  and  fire  millions  of  dol- 
lars, on  the  flnt  daj  of  Januarr,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirtj-ooe ;  which  sum*  sball  be  token 
from  the  annusl  sum  of  tin  millions  of  dollan  ap- 
propriated to  the  Poking  Fund,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approTed  on  tbe  third  day  of  Usrch, 
one  thousand  eight  hondrcd  and  seventeen,  entitled 
*  An  act  .to  provida  for  the  redemption  of  the  pi^ 
lie  debt.' ' 

Ur.  DioxuMir  observed :  Bf  this  bill  it  is 
proposed  to  divide  among  the  several  States, 
m  tne  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  five  millions  of 
dollars,  annaally,  forfonr  years,  commencing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1338.  This  is  intended  as 
an  experiment,  which,  if  suecesBful,  will  no 
donbt  be  followed  hy  an  adoption  of  its  princi- 
ple, in  a  more  permanent  form. 

One  object  of  this  bill  is,  to  provide  funds  in 
all  the  States,  for  the  porposes  of  edacation  and 
internal  improvement,  by  a  role  which  shall 
operate  jnkly,  equally,  and  harmonionsly, 
throngbont  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Another  object  is,  totronsfer  to  theLe^sla- 
tnres  of  tbe  States  tlie  ^iplication  of  a  part  of  the 
snrplns  fonds  of  the  Genorol  Government,  and 
thos  relieve  Congress  trom  a  weight  of  leeis- 
latioD,  which,  from  its  mass  alone,  is  becoming 
trDly  formidable,  but  mnch  more  so  from  its 
producing  a  concentration  of  power  in  the  Oea- 
eral  OovemmeDt,  never  intended  to  be  vested 
there  bj  those  who  formed  our  constittition. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  this  bill,  to  exercise 
any  control  over  those  funds,  after  the  some 
shall  have  been  distKbnted  to  the  States.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire  whether  Congress 
l)8ve  this  power  of  control  or  nut,  when  it  is 
very  evident  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
exwciM  it,  even  if  Otaj  bave  it. 
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No  nnifonn'  rale  could  be  adopted,  as  to  the 
objects  to  which  these  funds  should  bo  applied, 
in  the  different  States.  In  tbe  Eastern  States, 
where  they  have  long  been  improving  theij 
roads,  and  where  they  have  brought  them  to  ■ 
high  state  of  perfection,  by  the  application  of 
their  own  means,  their  dividends,  in  a  great 
measnre,  would  be  applied  to  tho  establishment 
of  schools  and  seminaries  of  leamiuK.  In  the 
Western  States,  where  ample  f^inds  Lav  *" "  " 


Srovided  for  tbe  purposes  of  education,  th«r 
ividends  would  oe  applied,  chiefly,  to  tha 
making  of  roads  and  canals.  In  the  middle  and 


Southern  States,  their  dividends  would  be  ap- 
plied, in  more  equal  portion^  to  tliose  impor- 
taot  objects.  In  all  these  applications,  how- 
ever, the  States  can  judge  mnch  better  for 
themselveB,  than  Cougress  can  judf^  for  than. 
It  is  proposed  to  tako  these  dividends  tnm 
tbe  tenmiUionaofdollatsaimaally  appropriated 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  .by  tbe  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1817.  This,  no  doubt,  will  startle  those.  If 
there  be  any  such,  who  believe  this  fimd  to  be 
a  sacred  deposit,  which,  by  some  nnexphuDsd 
operation,  is  working  out  a  redemption  of  the 
pnblio  debt.  It  will,  however,  excite  no  alann 
with  tliose  who  know  that  it  has,  in  no  respect 
whatever,  the  character  of  that  kind  of  sinking 
fund,  which,  upon  tbe  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Price,  was  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  for  tha 
redemption  of  tbe  debt  of  that  country ;  but 
that  it  is  simply  a  resolution,  rednced  to  the 
form  of  law,  to  apply  ten  milliona  of  doUti^ 
aimually,  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  adopted  when  that  debt  vu 
nearly  twice  its  present  amount,  and  when  it 
was  more  necessary  to  appropriate  ten  mitlioni 
for  that  purpose,  than  it  is  to  qtpropriate  fiv* 

But  if  there  should  be  oljectioni  to  taking 
these  dividends  from  this  fund,  they  rosy  be 
token  from  other  parts  of  our  revenue;  al- 
though, in  that  case,  it  would  be  found  neces- 
sary to  reduce  their  amount. 

This  ten  millions  of  dollars  is  not  tho  whole 
of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  any  surplas  in  the  Treas- 
Qty,  at  the  end  of  any  year,  above  all  apprapri- 
otions  for  the  year,  and  leaving  in  the  Ireaaiuy 
two  millions  of  dollars,  is  also  appropriated  to 
this  timd.  These  surpluses  might  be  calcohUcd 
safely  at  three  or  four  millions  a  year,  if  our 

ipropriations  do  not  greatly  exceed  the  bounds 

moderation;  and  the  two  millions  heretofore 
reserved  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  all  appropria- 
tions, might  also  be  applied  to  tbe  Sinking 
Fund. 

Soad  in  t^  Ttrritery  of  Arlantat,  ix. 

The  bill  to  constract  a  road  from  a  point  op- 
posite Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  to  little  Bock,  in 
Arkansas,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hkkoiuoks  offered  two  sections,  ai 
amendments,  authorizing  the  construction  of 
a  rood  fh)m  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkansas,  to  Fort 
TowKtn,  on  the  Bed  Biver,  which,  Mr.  B.  oh- 
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•erred,  constitiited  a  portion  of  the  biU  r^eoMd 
&  few  Aa.ja  since,  deprived  of  th«  objection 
then  nrged,  th&t  the  road  waa  to  run  through 
tlie  State  of  LoQuiaiUL 

A  desnltorr  debate  took  place  on  the  adop- 
tion of  theoe  amendments,  in  vbich  llvmrt. 


HmnoKSL  JoHKBOS  of  Kentaokr,  Bhtib  of 
Maryland,  Sabbuoit,  Chaotii-u,  Joamroti  of 
Lonuiana,  and  Bkkbixii,  participated;  whan, 
after  a  di^t  alteration,  the  amendments  were 
adopted,  and  the  bill,  ex  amended,  wai  ordered 
to  be  eogroned  for  a  third  reading.* 

iJuty  m  Sail. 

The  bin  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  dn^  on  hn- 
portod  aalt,  wag  reed  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maijland,  said,  that  the  idea 
of  this  bill  first  qu-aog  from  the  Ooaunittee  on 
Agricnltnre;  and  the  snl^eot  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  oo  Duance,  who  had  report- 
ed the  bill  last  jnr,  and  again  the  same  bill 
thia  jear.  The  dnty  on  imported  salt  did 
not  amonnt  to  a  iwj  great  snm.  Binoe  the 
war,  it  had  prodnoed  an  ayentge  of  850,000 
dollars  annnall; ;  but  it  was  not  intended  to 
reduce  the  datj  bnt  one-half.  An  advantage 
would  arise  ont  of  it  of  an  increased  oonsnmp- 
tioQ ;  as  man;'  farmers,  who,  fVom  the  present 
hi;h  prices,  could  not  afford  to  salt  their  cattle, 
would  do  it,  and  the  increase  of  consnmption, 
in  this  waj,  would  be  much  jtreater  than  was 
in  general  enppoeed.  The  deficit  in  the  reve- 
nae,  which  this  reduction  wonld  occasion, 
wonld  amount  to  only  abont  160,000  dollars 
tills  year,  and  the  same  snm  the  ensning  year. 
Bis  idea  was,  that,  if  the  duty  was  reduced, 
more  of  the  article  would  be  consumed,  and 
thos  the  increase  of  demand  wonld  redress  the 
deduction  from  the  duties.  Other  gentiemen, 
however,  were  better  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject than  himself,  and  he  looiced  to  them  for 
fnrther  information. 

Kr.  Hours  observed,  that  it  wonld  be  rec- 
<dlected  that,  when  this  proposition  was  first 
made  last  year,  he  had  opposed  it,  upon  the 
gnnmd  that  it  wonld  destroy  the  bounty  now 
given  to  the  fisheries,  which  was  connected 
with  the  dnty  on  salt.  The  fishermen  of  the 
TJaited  States  were  justly  oonsiderod  a  valnahle 
elasi,  which  the  Ooremment  was  bound  to  en- 
Qoerage  as  fkr  u  poroble ;  as  prodncing  the 
•wmen  on  whom  the  commerce  of  the  connti^ 
waa  to  d^ieud.  The  bounty  on  the  fisheries 
was  established  at  the  same  thne  that  the  dnty 
was  first  levied  on  salt,  and  was  considered  as  a 
kind  of  drawback  upon  that  dnty ;  and  the 
reason  of  it  was  that  many  gentlemen  had  scru- 

Caa  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  a 
oty  on   any  enccessfol  enterprise.      These 
doubts  would  have  entirely  prevented  the  en- 

*  AncrtbcT  ■trong  InaEuH  of  th«  dlSMmc*  Dulntihicd  b«- 
tntn  nxdt  Id  StMa  ukI  TRrltorlec— tha  bill  bilns  noir 
JiMel  vlUunt  ■  dlTUIsn  la  ttx  BwM*  (btlig  to  tbs  T«il- 
to^  <i€  AitBM)  vUoh  wm  beton  njtetod  beeaiu*  it 


oouragement  of  the  fisheries,  as  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  had  it  not  been  for  this  combination  of 
the  two  provisions.  Great  iqjnry  to  our  com- 
mercial interests  would  have  arisen  out  c^  a 
iailnre  to  allow  this  bounty ;  and  be  was  op- 
poaad  to  the  bill  in  the  first  place,  because  It 
would  bring  with  it,  as  a  natural  consequ«ie«^ 
the  repeal  of  this  bounty* — not  that  buj  rach 

CMsitloD  was  made  in  the  bill — bnt  from  the 
tbU  both  of  the  provialons  were  connected; 
therefore,  what  afi'eoted  the  one,  must  tondi 
tiie  oUier.  Now,  sb-,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  I  think  it 
is  of  great  impMtanoe  to  retain  this  bounty.  It 
is  given  on  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  not  ao- 
MHdiug  to  the  suooeos  of  the  fisheries ;  and 
if  flsbennen  remain  ox  mouths  in  this  em- 
ployment, thej  shore  the  bounty,  let  their  voj' 
age  prove  •nooessfnl  or  not.  In  a  bad  year, 
this  enconrages  and  snpporta  them,  and  thn' 
are  williiu  to  go  on,  ana  riak  again  the  viaissi> 
tude*  of  meir  venturons  pursuits.  Were  it  not 
for  this  enoonragement,  a  ran  of  bad  Inck  would 
^tbearten  thetn,  and  the  result  wonld  be,  that 
our  own  native  fiabermen  would  desert  ths 
busineea,  and  thii  ne^ect  wonld  throw  the  fldi- 
eries  into  the  hands  of  the  fishermen  of  other 
nations  who  would  supply  our  consumption  of 
the  artiele,  while  our  great  nursery  of  seamMi 
wonld  be  entirely  broken  up.  If,  as  prodncUve 
of  sailors,  the  En^^ish  Oovernment  oonndered 
the  fisheries  of  the  greatest  value,  (and  the  same 
opinion  had  been  expressed  b;  our  own  Qovem* 
ment,  and  was  acknowledged  by  all,)  tiien,  any 
act  which  should  endwiger  the  prosperity  of 
this  branch  of  our  industry,  dnght  to  be  most 
studiously  avoided;  and  no  measure  which 
wonld  tend  to  break  up  this  nursery  of  one  of 
the  mort  useful  classes  of  men,  ought,  if  possi- 
ble, to  be  adopted.  It  was  doubted  now,  as 
well  as  formerly,  whether  Oongress  hod  a  right 
to  fix  this  bounty,  eicept  as  a  kind  of  draw- 
back upon  the  duties  on  salt;  and  if  they  re- 
pealed the  dnty,  the  bounty  wonld  follow.  Aa 
to  the  services  rendered  by  the  fishermen,  they 
were  of  great  value.  The  products  of  their  iit- 
dustry  were  the  products  of  the  sea,  and  little 
other  capital  than  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
these  hardy  mariners,  was  required  to  carry  it 
an :  in  fact,  labor  only  waa  wonted,  and  that 
must  be  boo,  or  the  trade  would  fall  to  decay. 
We  were,  then,  admonished  to  encourage  those 
laborers,  by  every  motive  of  public  interest. 
The  revenue  produced  by  the  importation  of 
salt  now  amounted  to  an  average  annual  pro- 
duct of  600,000  dollars,  Conld  the  Govern- 
ment spare  so  largo  a  sum  at  this  period !  Were 
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our  affairs  in  lacli  a  flourishing  coaditiou,  that 
we  oonld,  without  anj  inoonvenienoe,  strike  off 
this  lunoimt  from  our  receipts!  His  opinion 
was,  that  tJie?  could  ill  spare  the  tax  oa  salt, 
and  that  consideration,  were  there  no  others, 
woold  do^de  him  agunst  it. 

While  tlker  had  been  here  this  searaon,  a  me- 
morial had  tMen  presented  from  FortNnontb, 
EntTing  a  repeal  of  the  bountj  on  the  fisherieB. 
1  order  to  remove  the  treads  which  were  s^d 
to  have  been  committed  on  the  dot?  on  salt 
It  was  said  that  the  fishermen  went  to  sea  and 
bongbt  the  salt  to  cure  their  fish  in  the  British 
Frorinces,  and  thns  evaded  the  dutj,  while  they 
olaimed  the  boimty .  These  instances  of  frand 
had  been  prosecuted,  and  existed  no  longer. 
There  was  a  way  to  restrict  men  in  snoh  cases, 
without  depriving  all  those  engaged  in  the 
trade,  of  the  bounty.  Onr  fishermen  formerly 
hod  a  coasting  license,  to  dry  their  fish  on  the 
British  coasts,  not  to  sell  fish  to  the  British;  and 
It  was  objected  that  the  fisherman  woold  go 
and  spend  his  fonr  months  in  other  pursnita, 
and  t£en  retnm  and  claim  the  bonntj.  These, 
however,  were  hut  casaal  occurrences,  and  of- 
fered nothing  more  against  the  boimty  than  oc- 
casional individnal  frauds  offered  against  any 
BjsCem.  Bat  this  was  not  aU.  There  were 
mannfaotories  of  salt  In  the  United  States, 
which  required  to  bo  protwrted — the  more,  be- 
cause salt  was  an  article  of  absolute  necessity, 
without  which  we  could  scarcely  exist,  and 
which,  in  time  of  war,  coold  not  be  obtained, 
escept  at  a  high  price.  Vhot  is  the  extent  of 
the  manufacture  of  this  article  in  this  country  I 
It  is  carried  on  in  New  York,  in  Uassocha- 
setts,  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and,  he  was 
informed,  in  Florida.  What  the  quantity  mfw- 
nfactoTcd  in  North  Carolina  was,  he  £d  not 
know ;  bnt  he  would  read  a  statement  in  writ- 
ing, ftom  a  gentleman  intimately  acqnunted 
with  the  snbject,  as  to  the  salt  works  of  Oape 
Ood. 

[Ur.  H.  then  read  a  paper,  which  stated  that, 
along  the  seacoast  of  Massachnsetts,  there  were 
nnmerons  manufactories  of  salt,  which  em- 

Jloyed  npwordH  of  one  thousand  persons,  each 
aving  a  small  mannfactory,  managed  by  him- 
self and  family.  The  value  of  these  establish- 
ments is  estimated  at  200,000  dollars,  their  an- 
nnal  product  at  about  dOO,000  bushels,  weigh- 
ing 78  lbs.  each,  of  the  best;  quality  of  salt.  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  price  of  salt  was  now 
about  ES  cents,  and  that  it  hod  been  reduced 
nearly  SO  per  cent,  in  the  last  three  years,  ow- 
ing to  a  competition  between  the  impori«r  and 
manufacturer.  The  manufacturer  could  not  af- 
ford it  as  low  as  it  was  now  sold ;  and  a  re- 
duction of  the  doty  would  operate  great] 
his  iiijury.  When  the  doty  was  repeale_  __ 
1807,  they  must  have  all  b^n  ruined,  had  not 
Ua»aehusetts  exonerated  their  works  from  all 
taxation.] 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  small  section  of  the  coun- 
try :  but  in  this  small  strip  of  coast,  one  thou- 
■ana  people,  and  a  cqiital  of  two  millions,  are 


employed,  and  they  annually  produce  sis  htm- 
dred  tboosand  bushels  of  the  article.  Yet,  this 
is  considered  of  no  importanoe,  and  we  are  tdd 
that  the  whole  must  go  by  the  E>oard,  by  reduc- 
the  duty  which  has  hitherto  protected 
them.  He  would  cell  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  to  one  qnestion.  la  it  a  fact  that,  by  re- 
pealing the  duty  on  this  article,  the  consumer 
will  use  more,  because  of  a  reduoed  price,  and 
thus  the  oountiT  reap  the  profit  i  This  was  not 
case  formerly,  wnen  the  doty  was  rq»ealed. 
a  short  time  it  was  lower;  but  it  soon  rose 
up  again.  How  was  this  to  be  accounted  fort 
Why,  becanse  salt  was  not  a  principal  article 
of  trade,  but  entirely  one  of  a  subsidiary  char- 
acter. No  trader  will  import  salt  regularly; 
he  will  not  send  out  his  snips  to  bring  back  a 
cargo  of  salt;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  ia  import- 
ed to  make  out  an  incomplete  ca^o,  or  as  bal- 
last. Thus  the  importer,  holding  the  article  by 
chance,  and  there  being  no  permanent  trade  in 
it  to  regulate  the  price,  is  enabled  to  fix  it,  and 
the  proSt  will  accroe  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
consumer.  It  is  self-evident,  that,  if  you  repeal 
the  salt  tas,  yon  will  pnt  down  all  manufacto- 
ries of  the  article.  You  will  want  Just  so  much 
salt,  whether  at  home  or  from  abroad ;  and  if 
the  manufacture  is  broken  down,  all  competi- 
tion with  the  importer  is  destroyed,  and  he  is 
at  liberty  to  set  his  own  price.  One  way  or 
another,  the  bill  will  produce  bad  ^^la. 
Either  you  do  reduce  the  price  according  to  the 
duty  taken  off,  or  you  do  not ;  and  if  you  do 
reduce  the  price,  the  manufacture  is  destroyed; 
if  itdoeanot,  we  have  lost  800,000  dollars  of 
revenue,  without  benefiting  any  one.  If  the 
manufaotoriee  are  broken  up,  where  ore  we  to 
look  for  a  supply  of  this  most  indispenaable  ai^ 
tide  when  war  overtakes  us  t  The  manufsctON 
of  any  article  which  is  required  in  great  quan- 
tities, wonts  time  and  encouragement  to  make 
it  perfect  and  abomlant.  Itcaimot  be  expected 
that  it  will  grow  up  in  a  day,  to  meet  the  sud- 
den exigency  of  the  country;  and  hereafter, 
should  Congress  pass  this  bill,  the  country  may 
need  the  assistance  of  the  manufactories  which 
it  will  have  destroyed.  It  was  in  viun  to  sup- 
pose that  they  ooold  floorish  until  there  was 
something  should  oceur  to  check  importatioD. 
These  loose  ideas  he  had  thrown  out,  on  the 
moment,  convinced  that  the  bill  ought  not,  <nt 
many  considerations,  to  pass. 

The  Senate  o^oumed  without  taking  the 
qnestion. 

FmDAY,  February  3. 
Duty  on  Salt. 
The  unfinished  basiness  of  yesterday  beiog 
then  taken  up,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  bill  marking  a  rednetion  of  the  duty  on 
I  imported  salt. 

ill.  Sakpobd  said,  that  fhe  bill  was  taken  up 
at  BO  late  an  hour  yesterday,  that  be  had  not 
I  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  Tiews  expressed 
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b7  the  geatleinen  who  addrwsed  tbe  Benate 
opoD  the  solqecL  At  the  last  session,  this  bill, 
or  a  simUar  one,  was  before  the  Senate,  and,  if 
bis  memory  served  bim,  tbe  first  argnmeat  need 
to  support  it  was,  that  we  could  verj'  well  dis- 
pense with  the  tax  npon  salt  It  was  admitted 
that,  at  that  time,  we  could  dispense  with  that 
amomit  of  oar  revoaue.  We  oould  have  dis- 
pensed with  a  much  greater  sum  at  that  period. 
Our  fands  were  then  ample,  and  hj  some  it  was 
•apposed  almost  iaexhanstible.  Bat  the  as- 
pect of  affsirs  had  ondergona  a  great  change. 
And  now  oar  ciroamstances  were  such  that 
ire  could  dispense  with  nothing  in  justice  to 
those  claims  which  would  come  upon  tLe  Tress- 
ary  during  the  present  year.  There  were  now 
from  three  to  four  millions  in  the  Treasury,  ac- 
cording to  any  aoooont,  and,  npon  this  point, 
statements  dit&red.  At  any  rate,  it  was  dear, 
that,  with  all  the  fands  in  oar  posaessioo,  and 
all  that  were  to  be  received,  Government  would 
have  a  srauitj  amount  to  meet  die  expenses 
which  would  occur  beyond  the  estimates.  The 
revenue  promised  this  year  was  much  smaller 
than  usual,  in  proportion  to  the  demands  of  the 
cooutry ;  and  he  fhlly  believed  we  should  reach 
the  end  of  our  money  with  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  this  condition  of  things,  it  was  certainly  not 
B  lime  to  reduce  ^e  income.  This  was  not 
the  only  reduction  proposed  during  the  year. 
A  bill  had  been  reported  to  diminish  the  duty 
on  wine.  The  object  was  s^d  to  be  to  encour- 
age »  greater  consumption  of  that  article,  and 
thua  increase  the  revenue.  In  regard  to  wine, 
this  effect  might  be  produced ;  but  it  oertmnly 
would  not  be  in  reduoing  the  duty  on  salt.  Aa 
to  teas,  we  were  absolutely  forced  to  make  a 
great  redaction  of  the  revenue,  or  witness  an 
entire  etagnsiion  of  the  trade  in  that  article. 
Every  member  of  the  Senate  understood  the 
canse  of  this.  Formerly,  we  had  no  rivtJ  in 
the  importation  of  teas,  and  this  country,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  supplied  the  consnmption 
in  the  British  provinces.  But,  within  the  last 
two  years,  immense  quantities  had  been  im- 
ported by  the  East  India  Company  into  Canada, 
free  of  duty,  which  enabled  the  British  mer- 
ehaat  to  supply  our  population  at  a  very  low 
rate.  This  article,  then,  of  the  revenue,  wo 
most  inevitably  reduce,  or  abandon  the  compe- 
tition with  the  British  merchants.  As  to  otner 
branches  of  our  revenue,  he  did  not  think  any 
improvement  could  bo  anticipated  at  present. 
Some  persons  supposed  that  an  increase  of  im- 
portation, during  tiie  current  year,  would  be  a 
munrol  conseqnence  of  its  deficiency  last  year ; 
but  he  waa  not  of  that  opinion.  He  was  sensi- 
ble that  thb  revnision  mi^ht  be  expected  with 
reason;  but  he  believed  it  waa  looked  for  too 
soon.  lie  anticipated  no  increase  of  imports, 
either  this  year  or  next.  The  reflux  wonld  not 
be  so  rapid  as  was  imaged ;  nor  would  the 
change  happen  in  leas  than  two  years.  Nor 
was  he  of  opinion  that  prudence  dictated  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt 
iir,  WoODBtrsx. — Tlie  olgectaiid  tendency  of 


this  bill  had,  by  some  abroad,  been  misunder* 
stood ;  and  by  others,  misrepresented.  Stand- 
ing, as  may  be  thonght,  in  some  degree  in  t, 
paternal  relation  to  the  measure,  it  might  be 
eipeot«d  that  he  ahonld  attempt  to  correot 
these  errors,  and  vindicate  it  from  the  numer- 
ous Directions  with  which  it  had  been  assailed. 
The  bill,  as  you  well  know,  Mr.  President,  wa« 
not  intended  to  injure  the  fisheries;  nothing  of 
that  kind  being  either  implied  or  expressed  in 
its  provisions.  But,  its  legitimate  operation 
will  be  to  aid  the  fishermen,  in  common  with 
all  other  consumers  of  imported  salt  Neither 
is  it  ^tten  up  in  hostiUcy  to  manufacturers, 
nor  will  it  TS'ove  injurious  to  any  due  encourr 
agement  of  them.  Just  as  little,  also,  is  it  cal* 
coloted  to  endanger  the  financiid  operations  of 
the  Government,  as  permanently  established 
for  peace,  or  as  they  happen  to  exist  at  the 
present  moment.  The  principle  of  the  bill  ia 
altogether  different,  and  lies  within  a  single  in- 
quiry. It  is  this :  Ought  not  a  war-tax — a  tax, 
imposed  merely  to  meet  the  great  exigencies  of 
anch  a  cri^s — a  tax,  temporary  at  ite  com- 
mencement, exorbitant  in  amount,  and  partial 
in  its  operation — ought  not  such  a  tax  to  be 
now  lessened?  That  b  the  question.  Kow, 
after  twelve  years  of  plenty  and  peace,  and  af- 
ter the  fullest  examination  by  committees  baa 
sliown  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  aid, 
rather  than  injure  the  fisheries — will  not  sensi- 
bly affect  the  present  operations  of  the  Treaa- 
nry,  or  any  permanent  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue, nor  leave  our  manufacturers  of  domestio 
selt  without  a  protection,  as  great  08  is  extend- 
ed to  any  article  of  a  similar  character,  in  the 
whole  tariff— these  various  circumstances  l>eer- 
ing  on  the  bill,  shall  be  adverted  to  as  briefly 
aa  possible.  But,  the  paramount — the  primary 
object — is  to  asoertun  if  the  present  duty  be 
indeed  a  war-tax.  When  I  call  the  present 
duty  on  salt  a  war-tax,  it  is  not  by  way  of  rhe- 
torical Bgnre,  or  for  effect  upon  any  honeat 
prqudioe ;  but,  it  b  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  true  origin  of  the  duty,  w 
tending  strongly  to  illustrate  the  opinion,  that, 
not  having  been  designed  for  the  state  of  things 
in  peace,  it  is  too  large  and  unequal  for  any 
leptimate  purposes,  in  the  present  condition  <tf 
the  country. 

Gentlemen  well  remember,  that,  at  the  he- 
(^nning  of  our  late  war,  salt  was  entirely  free 
from  even  the  smallest  duty.  It  was  not  till 
July,  181&,  in  a  state  of  obstinate  hostilities, 
under  a  diminished  revenue,  with  extraordinary 
expenditures,  and  ocoompanied  by  great  finan- 
cial embarrassments,  that  the  present  tax  was 
imposed.  It  is  well  known,  that,  in  such  a 
condition  of  public  affairs,  all  ordinary  rules  of 
taxation  must  bend.  They  must  yield  far 
enough  to  meet  the  controlling  necessities  of 
the  country.  The  necessaries  of  life  must  then 
submit  to  be  bnrthened  as  well  as  its  luinries ; 
and  the  poor,  in  common  with  the  rich,  must 
then  defend  their  hearths  and  altars  by  larg^ 
contributions  and  large  eaorifioea.    It  is  on  sodi 


se2 

ABKIDGMKNT  OP  THB 

Smn.] 

H^./Ul 

[f™. 

UT,  18s:. 

B  011I7,  that  salt,  thongh  an  article  of 
the  &«t  importanoe  to  all  classes,  maj  properlj 
be  subjected  to  b  great  tax.  Because  it  is  thas 
BQbJected  in  common  with  the  soil  we  till  for 
OUT  dail;  bread,  and  with  the  honsea  that  give 
US  AaHj  shelter  from  the  weather.  It  is  troe, 
I  grant,  that  the  great  balk  and  wrif^t  <tf  sallj 
ooDtpared  with  its  valne,  and  that  its  aniversal 
use,  often  iiidii«e  Qovemments,  in  these  eiig«ii- 
ciea  of  war,  to  select  it  for  the  most  severe  tax- 
ation, in  preference  to  other  ueccMBriesi  be- 
cause, for  these  reasons,  it  is  more  difficult  to 
^te  sniDggled,  and  more  t^rttun  to  yield  a  reve- 
nne.  Bnt  these  circnnutanoes,  it  is  manifest, 
fbmish  no  reason  for  the  tax  itself;  and  in  an 
espedal  manner,  when  the  tax  operates  exdn- 
■iTely  on  a  amgle  teotioa  of  a  C01111U7.  The 
trae  reason  for  the  tax  itself^  if  the  controlling 
emergencj  of  the  occasion — the  stem  neoessi- 
tiea  of  war ;  and  I  trast  that  no  fair-minded 
politician  can  ever  repeat  agun  and  again  the 
incidental  circomstancea  before  name^  as  the 
tme  reason  for  either  imposing  or  retaining  a 
tax  so  exorbitant,  mieqaal,  and  oppresBire. 
Another  decisive  proof  that  it  was  deemed, 
when  imposed,  a  mere  war-tax,  is  the  express 
limitation  of  i^  oontinaance  in  the  act  of  Gon- 
sress  to  onlj  one  year  af^r  the  war.  Had  it 
been  intended  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  sys- 
tem of  onr  rerenae,  or  merely  as  a  protection 
to  maniifactnrers,  why  this  limitation  t 

Again :  The  history  of  onr  conntry,  which 
on  this  point  cannot  deceive  ns,  shows,  that, 
when  the  doty  had  once  before  been  increased, 
in  1797,  as  high  as  twenty  cents,  it  was  im- 
posed as  a  qasM  war-tax  on  acconnt  of  onr  dif- 
icnlties  with  France.  Then,  too,  was  a  limita- 
tion of  it  to  three  years — and  never  afterwards, 
till  totally  repealed,  was  it  continned  without 
an  express  protestation,  in  the  act  itself,  that  it 
was  not  to  Decome,  for  any  pnrpose,  either  of 
revenue  or  protection,  a  permanent  part  of  onr 
tariff  system. 

Our  statesmen,  at  both  periods,  had  nnraer- 
ons  examples  before  them,  and  we  now  have  still 
more,  that  a  large  tax  on  this  article  was  injn- 
dicions,  and  inappropriate  to  any  bnt  a  state  of 
war ;  and  that  Uien,  as  before  remarked,  it  had 
chiefly  for  ita  apology  the  great  tyrant  necessi- 
ty— the  great  jHindple  of  self-preservationj  and 
Ue  right  of  Government  to  all  constitution b1 
means  most  likely  to  preeerre  the  endangered 
safety  of  the  Republic. 

When  the  feelings  of  mankind,  on  any  one 
■nbject,  in  different  nations  and  ages,  thus  coin- 
cide, it  is  a  pretty  snre  indication  of  their  cor- 
rectness. If  a  large  salt  tax  in  peace,  th^  has 
jastly  been  the  abhorrence  of  mankind  in  all 
time,  something  has  always  been  thought,  and 
slionld  now  be  thought  doe  from  Government 
to  snch  a  oniversal  sentiment  I  shall  not  de- 
tMn  the  Senate  by  references  upon  this  point, 
when  numerous  instances  are  donbtless  fresh 
in  their  recollection ;  and  when  none  of  na 
can  have  forgotten  the  eloquence  upon  this 
subject,  which  was  displayed  in  the  Senate  at 


ODT  last  session,  from  the  gentlemen,  both  oa 
my  light  and  my  left.  Fennit  me,  a  moment 
to  appeal  merely  to  what  has  ocoorred  withui 
onr  own  brief  Uvea.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
aalt  tax,  or  gaballe,  in  France,  fiiat  impwed  « 
a  war-tax,  become  one  of  thoae  wide-tpread 
and  odlona  oppreanons,  most  instramcnud  in 
roosing  the  great  mass  of  the  popotation  in 
their  late  Revolution  t  A  tax  far  more  bnr- 
thensome  and  execrated  than  even  the  tax  upon 
tea  in  onr  own  Revolution.  Let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  there,  as  here,  it  bad  commenced 
as  a  war-tax ;  and  had  been  remitted  and  re- 
nounced at  different  periods,  till,  under  new 
preteita,  it  slid  into  a  permanent  peace  impost, 
equalling  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Empire.  Bo  stealthlike  and  absorb- 
ing is  generally  the  character  of  power  when 
abused ;  and  if  no  peaceful  coirection  is  in  time 
made  by  rulers,  the  people  tbemselvea,  in  some 
great  crims,  are  g^erally  inclined  to  inflict 
fearful  retribution. 

The  tax  on  salt  began  in  the  same  way  in 
England,  and  flnctuated  in  amount,  and  was 
snepended  on  various  occaBi<ms.  Bnt  the  vast 
expenses  of  her  ctmtinental  wan,  had,  prior  to 
the  year  181S,  compelled  her,  as  a  measure  of 
unavoidable  neoesdty,  under  such  pressures,  to 
increase  her  excise  on  aait  to  IS  shillings  ster- 
ling per  bushel,  when  nsed  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, and  from  two  to  six  shillings  as  nsed  in 
various  other  sperafied  ways.  These,  too,  having 
began  in  war,  and  at  first  being  limited  in  dora- 
tion — both  rnlers  and  roied  teit  it  had  Bwollen 
with  emergencies  to  a  most  oppressive  bnrthen. 
They  understood  the  principle  on  which  it 
stood,  and  that  it  was  fast  beginning  to  be  incM^ 
poratedinto  herpermanent  system  of  revenue; 
and  though  they  at  first  resisted  a  repeal,  on 
ailments  similar  to  those  advanced  yesterday 
and  to-day ;  yet  the  natural  hatred  to  such  a 
tax  in  peace,  the  strong  sense  of  jnslice  among 
her  statesmen,  and  the  paternal  regard  of  the 
Government  towards  its  agricultural  snbjecti^ 
at  length  overcame  every  obBtadc  All  oppo- 
sition to  its  repeal  was  in  the  end  prostrated, 
and  in  May,  1623,  provision  was  made  for  the 
gradual  removal  of  the  whole  excise. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that 
he  bad  bnt  little  to  say  at  first  on  this  bill,  and, 
nnce  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had 
so  fully  treated  it,  he  had  now  much  leaa.  The 
mannfiwture  of  salt  was  mostly  in  the  hands 
of  great  capitalists :  the  two  millions  invested 
in  the  Hassachnsetts  ma&nfactories,  belonged, 
in  all  probability,  to  the  wealthy  portion  of  the 

Giople ;  nor  wonld  the  redaction  of  the  duty 
Jure  the  poor  and  laborinE  clasees  of  society. 
To  lo<^  only  to  New  York,  it  was  admitted 
that  about  one  million  bushels  was  {irodnced 
there,  which,  according  to  his  calculation,  at  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  per  bushel,  would  pay  one 
hundred  and  tirenty-five  thousand  doliare  into 
the  State  Treasury — not  to  the  public  fnnd  of 
the  country.  He  did  not  know  before  that  so 
large  a  sum  waa  reoliied  by  any  of  the  StalM 
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from  an  impost  on  m>  easential  an  article,  both 
to  health  and  life ;  for,  Tithont  it,  boUi  man 
■od  beast  dwindled  from  &evt  native  etrength 
and  vigor,  and  the  poor  man  who  labored,  m 
proportion  to  his  ubors,  the  more  required 
this  indispensable  artide.  The  fiuiiierB,  spread 
throngh  oar  conntrj,  and  who  were  not  onlf 
the  most  nnmeroos,  bnt  reallj  tiie  most  tisefnl 
class  of  oor  oommonit^,  required  large  quanti- 
ties of  salt  for  tfaemseleves  and  for  their  stock. 
In  relation  to  fhe  latter,  experienoe  teaches  ns 
titat  the  use  of  salt  is  not  to  be  supplied  bj  an;r 
other  ingredient  of  food.  A  statement  bos 
been  read  b;  the  gentieman  from  Nev  Hamp- 
shire, which  established  the  fact  that  the  use 
ot  salt  inereased,  to  a  vast  amoiint,  the  weight 
and  Talne  of  stock,  and  made  a  mnoh  smdler 
portion  of  food  requisite.  I^  then,  this  article 
was  so  vitsllj  necessarj  to  the  agriculturists  of 
our  oonntr7,  it  ought  to  be  as  free  and  un- 
restrained by  dut;'  or  imposts,  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  iL  Thej  were 
t^d  that  the  treasury  wonld  be  drained ;  but 
tiiis,  with  bim,  was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for 
letaining  a  heavy  dnty  upon  an  article  of  snob 
common  and  constant  necessity.  They  were 
told  also,  that  the  duties  on  other  articles  mnst 
he  rednccd ;  bnt  it  appeared  to  him  that  no 
one  reqnired  it  so  much  as  ult;  for  no  one 
extended  so  nnirersally  to  the  food  of  all 
daases,  or  could  be  taxed  with  an  efieot  of  so 
general  a  nature.  In  refusing  to  take  off  the 
dnty  upon  salt,  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  a  palpable  inconaiBtency,  not  to  say  in  an 
act  of  injustice.  TPhile  they  were  giving  mil- 
lions t«  other  objects,  and  lavishing  the  pablio 
numey  as  though  their  resources  were  endless, 
was  it  reasonable  to  refase  so  small  a  remittance 
as  was  contemplated  by  this  bill,  to  the  most 
laborious  and  useful  clssa  of  society  f  The 
brigades  of  engineers  who  had  been  spread  up 
and  down  through  the  ooontry,  daring  the  last 
year,  had  absorbed  one  million  IVom  the  treas- 
nry;  and  yet  tliere  was  an  nnwillingness  to 
take  off  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  re- 
lieve the  poor  and  indnstrions  ogricultarista. 
The  Btate  of  New  Tork,  where  salt  was  pro- 
duced in  abundance  from  the  Syracuse  and 
other  salt  works,  laid  a  heavy  impost  upon  the 
article,  equal  to  that  which  would  remain  npon 
the  imported  salt;  after  the  redaction  contem- 
plated in  this  bill  should  take  place.  But  Mr. 
8.  had  been  tafbrmed  that  the  article  could  be 
mannbotored  on  the  Kenawha,  in  Virginia, 
for  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bn^el,  and,  after 
baring  been  transported  hundreds  of  miles, 
might  be  afforded  at  twenty  cents  per  bosbel. 
This  statement  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
mannfaetaren  were  able  to  make  a  small  divi- 
dend with  the  consuming  community.  On 
other  mannfnotnred  articles  they  bnd  taken  off 
the  war  duties:  for  instance,  on  foreign  ram 
the  duties  bad  been  greatly  diminished.  It 
was  true,  it  might  be  ui^ed  that  good  rum  was 
a  good  thing,  and  some  of  ns,  perhaps,  are  fond 
of  it.    It  was,  however,  merely  a  luxury,  and 
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could  well  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  what  was 
Est  worse,  it  was  considered,  justiy,  as  one  of 
the  KTeatest  curses  which  could  be  invoked 
for  the  destmction  of  human  happiness,  and, 
indeed,  he  might  say,  human  life..  They  might 
almost  as  well  attempt  to  reduce,  as  had  been 
intimated  yesterday,  the  price  of  drunkennesa 
to  one  cent,  and  of  deaa  drunkenness  to  two 
cents — as  was  the  esse  in  £ngland — as  thus 
keep  down  the  prices  of  ardent  spirits ;  bnt 
they  oonld  not  afford  to  take  off  a  few  cents  on 
the  price  of  salt,  necessary  to  all  classes,  even 
to  sost^n  existence;  that  it  was  so  essential 
that  it  was  nsed  in  greater  abnndance,  by  the 
poor  than  by  the  rich,  he  believed,  could  not 
be  diluted.  The  rich  man  did  not  need  it  so 
much;  he  had  other  seasoning  for  his  food. 
Spices  and  peppen  entered  into  the  oMnpoei- 
tion  of  the  savoury  dishes  which  graced  his 
table ;  and  even  Itadeira  wine  fonsd  its  way 
into  the  sauces  in  which  his  food  was  cooked. 
I^  then,  one-half  of  the  dnties  on  wines  was 
to  be  token  off,  they  wonld  cheapen  the  season- 
ing of  the  rich  man's  viands,  and  render  it 
more  accessible;  while,  by  rebuning  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  only  article  of  seasoning  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor,  wonld  at  the  same  time  re- 
main heavily  bartheued.  Did  gentlemen  call 
this  extending  equal  justice  to  ul  I  Re  would 
make  one  remark  cm  the  subject  of  war  duties, 
which  he  beUeved  hod  escaped  the  gentleman 
from  New  Eamoshire,  and  it  was  the  only  one 
that  hod  escapea  him.  When,  daring  the  late 
WOT,  the  high  duties  were  imposed  on  various 
articles,  they  were  included  m  one  bill,  and 
salt  was  among  them.  The  bill  passed  in  the 
Senat^  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House;  and 
the  only  article  which  was  stricken  out  by  that 
body  was  salt,  a  doty  on  which,  it  was  argued^ 
was  too  oppressive  and  odions.  Nor  ooold  it 
be  reinstated  in  the  bill  wiUiont  great  exer- 
tions, nor  until  a  pledge  was  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  tax  on  salt 
should  be  removed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The. 
war  had  long  passed  away ;  but  this  oppressive 
tax  still  stood  its  ground.  War,  he  would  al- 
low, if  he  might  believe  the  statements  and 
arguments  of  every  day,  was  ahead  of  ns :  for 
he  had  scarcely  heard  a  subject  discnsMd  dur- 
ing the  session,  in  which  money  was  tonohed 
upon,  in  which  var  hod  not  been,  in  one  way' 
or  another,  alluded  to.  If  a  question  was 
argued,  in  which  the  object  was  on  expenditure 
of  public  money,  it  was  sfud  to  be  to  prepare 
for  war.  Or  if  the  design  was  to  save  the 
public  money,  then  the  object  was,  to  provide 
fnnds  against  a  war.  But,  he  hoped,  and  be- 
lieved, that  war  was  fkr  off;  and  he  should, 
accordinrfy,  vote  for  removing  a  war-duty. 
Ho  hoped  the  one-half  of  the  present  tax  would 
be  taken  off,  even  if  appropriations  for  some 
other  objects,  in  support  of  which  Congress 
had  been  so  bonntiful,  were  curtailed. 

Mr.  Van  BraBS  said  be  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long the  disousion  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
measure  under  oonslderation.    The  sut))eot  had 
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been  placed  on  Its  true  grounds,  hj  his  col- 
league, and  those  who  bad  spoken  on  the  aame 
side  vith  him.  Mr.  V.  B.  concnired  fully  in 
&B  TiewB  ezpreeaed  by  bis  coUeagae,  and  was 
unwilling  to  Crespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  a  repetition  of  matters  which  hod 
already  been  well  and  forcibly  argned.  His 
sole  object,  in  rising,  was  to  notice  a  remark 
that  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  (Ur.  SuiTn,)  in  relation  to  a  subject 
npon  which  Mr.  V.  B,  acknowledged  that  he 
felt  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  sensibility.  He 
alluded  to  the  duty,  alleged  to  have  been  im- 
posed, by  New  York,  on  salt,  mann&ctnred  in 
that  State,  He  might  be  mistaken,  but  he 
conld  not  percetre  what  bearing  that  circnm- 
stance  could  properly  have  on  the  question 
before  the  Senate.  As,  however,  he  could  not 
know  that  others  wonid  think  as  he  did,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Ben- 
ate  to  a  brief  consideration  of  the  motives  and 
consequences  of  the  act  referred  to.  It  was 
true,  he  said,  that  a  duty,  of  the  character 
described,  and  to  the  amount,  he  believed,  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  the  bushel,  nod 
been  imposed,  and  was  collected  by  the  Btate 
of  New  York.  It  was  one  of  the  means  em- 
ployed by  her,  to  make  and  complete  tliose 
navigable  communications  between  the  great 
Western  and  Northern  Lokea  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  which  had  been  accomplished  by  her 
nnaidod  efforts — works,  he  said,  which,  how- 
ever considered,  must  be  regarded  as  national 
in  their  advantages,  and  which,  if  New  York 
had  been  treated  with  tbe  same  lil)erality  that 
has  been  extended  to  other  States,  would,  in 
part,  at  least,  have  been  made  at  the  national 
espense.  Snch,  however,  had  not  been  the 
case.  Bhe  asked,  but  was  revised  I  She 
knocked  at  your  doors^  but  they  were  not 
opened  to  her.  But,  whilst  she  was  applying 
her  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  others  solicit- 
ed you  for  Lc]p,  and  had  been  assisted  by  the 
dispensation  of  millions  from  the  national  treas- 
nry.  Thrown  upon  her  own  resources,  slio 
was  driven  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning 
the  great  object  in  view,  or  of  applying  her 
Utmost  means  to  its  accomplishment.  Bappity 
ahe  chose  the  latter  course,  and  the  result  has 
shown  that  she  chose  wisely.  But,  although 
her  success  has  been  signal,  and  the  advantages 
resulting  from  it  to  herself  and  the  Union  im- 
mense, her  brilliant  anticipations  have  not  been 
realized  without  the  most  onerous  responsibili- 
ties. Bhe  bos  saddled  herself  with  a  State 
debt,  nearly  equal  to  one-eeveuth  part  of  the  ' 
whole  national  debt.  To  meet  the  interest, 
and  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  princi- 
pal of  that  debt,  the  duty  in  question  had  been 
imposed.  For  the  safety  of  the  public  credit- 
on,  it  had  been  incorporated  in  her  State  Con- 
Btitntjon.  Until  the  speciHe  objects,  for  which 
it  was  adopted,  are  eftbcted,  it  must  rem^n. 
Congress  may,  in  its  wisdom,  diminish  ita 
value,  but  the  State  Legislature  cannotabandon  ' 
it,  if  even  tbey  were  bo  inclined.    Bnt  they  are  : 
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not  In  Its  imposition,  the  State  has  only 
exercised  its  undoubted  ri^t,  for  ita  own,  as 
well  as  the  general  good.  She  has  no  causa 
for  regret,  nor  have  others  for  complaiot 
What  legitimate  inflnence,  this  he  begged  to 
know,  ought  the  circumstance  to  have  upon 
the  decision  of  the  question  before  the  Senate. 
Had  the  duty  referred  to  worked  an  injury  to 
those  who  used  the  imported  salt  f  Hud  it 
raised  the  price  of  the  article  I  Certainly  not 
If  any  effect  was  produced,  it  must  l>o  that  of 
reduction,  in  consequence  of  Ibe  competition 
it  produced.  Had  it  operated  injuriou^ily  on 
any  other  interest  I  If  it  had,  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen who  objected  to  it  to  point  ont  wtist 
those  interests  were.  He  was  entirely  confident- 
that  none  could  be  shown.  Bnt  its  claims  to 
the  favor  of  all  Just  and  liberal  men  stood  on 
stronger  grounds  than  its  negative  charHcter, 
It  is  well  known  that  the  price  of  salt  depends 
principally  upon  ita  transportation,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  article,  mokes  it  come  very 
high  to  the  consumer,  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  He  averred,  and  referred  to  the 
Senators  ii-om  Vermont  for  the  correctness  of 
his  statement,  tbot,  in  that  State,  the  price  of 
salt,  to  the  consumer,  had  been  reduced  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  since  the  completion  of  the' 
New  York  canals,  and  through  their  means. 
The  same  was  the  case  with  oil  tlie  country 
barderinB  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  or  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  the  lotes  farther  West,  including  tlie  State 
of  Ohio ;  and  the  same  elTcct,  thongh  not  to  u 
great  an  extent,  was  produced  in  many  other 

Carts  of  the  Union.  Snch  is  now  the  cSKe; 
ut  what  will  be  the  condition  of  things  wlien 
the  navimible  communi cations  which  the  Slate 
of  Ohio  has,  to  her  high  honor,  undertaken  to 
effect,  by  her  own  means,  and  which  are  rapid- 
ly progrcHsing  to  the  accomplishment,  tn 
completed!  Why,  the  advantages  now  en- 
joyed, la  this  respect,  by  Vermont,  will  be 
to  most,  if  not  all,  the  Western  States. 


hod,  for  snch  purposes,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, imposed  a  dnty  upon  salt,  manu- 
factured in  that  State,  was  just  cause  of  eom- 
iilaint  to  others,  or  ought  to  have  an  advene 
nfluence  upon  the  qneation  before  the  Senate. 
He  asked,  whether,  aft«r  the  Federal  Govero- 
meut  had  refused  her  aid  to  New  York,  ^be 
ought  now,  by  her  Legislature,  to  cripple  that 
State,  in  the  meonsnecessary  to  her  redemption 
— means  indispensable  to  die  spreedy  paymeDt 
of  a  debt,  which  shonld  be  regarded  as  lurred 
by  the  whole  Union,  on  account  of  the  great 
cause  in  which  it  had  been  incurred.  He  re- 
quested gentlemen  to  consider  whether  such  a 
course  would  evince  that  jnst  regard  for  the  in- 
dividtial  interests  of  the  States  composing  the 
Confederacy,  which  it  was  the  true  policy  of 
the  Federal  Government  at  all  times  to  mani- 
fest. He  humbly  hoped  that  there  could  be 
but  one  answer  to  tliat  qnestlon.  So  far  from 
fiimishing  an  ai^tunent  in  &voi  of  the  biD,  if 
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there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  meam 
under  oonsideratioii  wonid  have  the  tendency 
he  deprecated,  that  of  itself  should  ooostitnte 
an  objection  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said,  it  gave  him  pleasore  to  know 
that  there  was  no  man  to  vhom  he  could,  with 
greater  safe^,  make  thia  appeal  in  behalf  of 
the  just  rights  of  the  State  he  represented,  than 
the  worthy  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina.  The 
inst  and  liberal  sentiments  which  had,  through 
me,  distingniahed  the  pnblio  conrse  of  that 
gentleman,  waa,  with  Ur.  T.  B,,  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  his  t^ipeal  would,  at  least,  meet 
with  the  moat  favorable  consideration.  Nor 
«oald  he  deceive  himself  in  believing  that  the 
first  and  liast;  impressions  which  this  circum- 
stance had  produced,  would,  upon  a  moment's 
reflection,  be  removed,  and  the  question  decid- 
ed on  its  own  proper  merits.  He  might,  he 
s^d,  enlajge  upon  the  topics  which  had  been 
already  ui^ed  against  the  bill.  But  if  the 
present  greatly  depressed  state  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  other  wmghty  considerations  already 
advaaoed,  were  not  sofficient  to  deter  gentle- 
men {rata  further  experiments  upon  the  public 
revenue,  nothing  that  be  ooold  say  would  pro- 
dace  that  effect 

Ur.  Baufca  observed,  that  it  would  be  na- 
Just  to  the  people  he  represented  should  he 
not  refer  to  the  subject  at  present  under  con- 
tideration.  The  matter  had  already  been  ably 
treated,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  at  full 
into  the  argnments  which  saggested  themselves 
to  him.  lie  felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  for  the  highly  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  had  snpported  this  bilL 
That  gentleman  had  introduced  this  measure 
into  the  Senate  lost  year ;  and  it  was  the  first, 
and,  he  might  also  say,  the  last  attempt  which 
had  been  made  to  effect  any  important  object 
for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  class  of  so- 
dety.  But,  air.  said  Mr.  B.,  the  agriculturists 
do  not  generally  want  assistance ;  they  know 
that  legislation  oannot  be  well  applied  to  them, 
and  that  their  true  interest  is  to  be  let  alone. 
They  only  need  protection  to  prevent  the  other 
classea  of  cc»imBnity  from  thrusting  their  hands 
into  their  pockets,  and  depriving  them  of  tlieir 
hardly  gamed  earnings.  He  snpported  this 
bill  becwse  he  knew  that  its  provisions  merely 
extended  jnstioe  to  the  class  of  society  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent ;  but,  even  were 
it  for  Uieir  benefit,  he  wonld  not  snpport  this, 
VI  any  other  bill,  were  it  not  founded  on  the 
immutable  principles  of  Justice.  And  why  did 
the  genUemen  frvm  Maine  and  New  York  op- 
pose it }  Had  they  the  balance  of  reason  on 
their  side !  He  certainly  thought  not.  But  it 
was  for  the  interests  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sented ;  and  their  endeavors  were  to  defend 
the  great  salt  works  of  New  York,  and  the 
fisheries  of  Maine,  from  any  measure  which 
teemed  libely  to  injure  them.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  however,  bad  complete- 
ly broken  down  their  reasoning.  He  hod 
■hovn  that  it  was  aa  oppreesire  duty,  i 


menctng  during  the  war,  which  had  now  a 
partial  and  oppressive  effect  upon  the  agricnl- 

tural  ooromnnity.  Why  should  the  farmers  be 
subjected  to  such  a  heavy  tax  on  on  article  so 
necessary  to  them  ?  He  hoped  this  hill  would 
pass,  beconse  its  effect  woiud  be  to  keep  the 
hands  of  others  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  farm- 
ers, who,  with  less  protection  than  was  bestow- 
ed on  any  other  class,  did  far  more  than  any 
other  for  the  general  good  of  the  body  politic 
It  was  DOW  the  piping  time  of  peace,  and  rea- 
son and  justice  dictated  thatabnrtbensometax. 
levied  daring  war,  shonld  be  removed.  It  had' 
been  shown  that  we  had  an  exuberant  trcasnry 
— perhaps  less  so  now  than  nsnal— but  ample 
for  any  national  or  beneficial  purpose.     CoQ- 


received  the  least  of  it.  Certainly,  in  tbia  one 
instance,  it  behooved  Congress  to  grant  th« 
people  tills  privilege,  and  take  off  ^is  heavy 
borthen.  Be  could  not  add  to  the  force  of 
what  the  gentieman  from  New  Hamnshire  had 
said;  and  be  might  detract  from  it ;  ne  should, 
therefore,  simply  remark,  that  he  trusted  the 
bill  wonld  pass,  that  the  farmers,  and  oTen  tha 
dumb  animals  of  creation,  might  no  longer  be 
restricted,  by  on  odious  taxation,  from  the  tna 
and  unrestrained  ei^oyment  of  ue  bonntiea  of 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Belt,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edvorda,  Harrison,  Havne, 
King,  Enielit,  U>cod,  Randolph,  Beed,  Bowan, 
8niHh  of  Ud.,  Smith  of  S.  C,  White,  ^VlUey,  Wil- 
liams, Woo<U>ary — 2S. 

Nats. — Uessn.  Barton,  BouUrny,  Chase,  Clayton, 
Dlckerson,  Findliy,  Hendricki,  Holmes,  Johnson  of 
Kj.,  JobnsiOQ  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Uarks,  Noble, 
Kidgelj,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sandfoid,  Seymour, 
Thomas,  Tan  Buren — 20. 


M0HD1.T,  February  fi. 
The  Duty  on  Salt. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal.  In  part,  the- 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  tne  third  time; 
and  the  question  b^ng  stated  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill- 
Mr.  RiDoaLT  B^d  he  did  not  think  the  preaemt 
state  of  the  revenue  such  as  to  make  it  proper 
for  Congress  to  out  off  any  of  its  sources. 
Much  had  been  aaid  of  the  balance  which  wonld 
remain  in  the  treasury  after  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  the  year  and  the  sinking  taaid 
But  he  was  convinced  that  the  amount  of  the 
balance  which  would  be  left  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress  hod  been  much  overrated.  He  had 
examined  the  question  with  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  be  was  confident  that  the  balance^ 
Instead  of  being,  as  some  bad  supposed,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  four  millions,  would  not  be 
more  than  one  million  four  or  five  linndied 
thouaand  dollar^ 
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[Hen  Ur.  Ridgely  exhibited  >  dsUilad  Tieir  of 
the  financei,  Hhowicg  that  thera  would  b«  k 
dene;  of  ■.boTe  ^700,000  in  the  aom  to  be  applied 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.] 

Ifr.  KisoELT  said  he  would  aabmit  to 
Senate  whether  aaj  of  onr  resonrcea  ought  to 
he  cut  off  under  soch  circumstances.  With 
him  it  was  not  now  a  qoeation  whether  the 
rednctioa  contempUted  was  one  vhich,  in  a 
more  favorable  stata  of  things,  ought  to  be 
made.  He  directed  his  attention  sofely  to  the 
condition  of  the  revenae,  and  in  that  he  thooeht 
might  be  foond  the  most  condmriTe  reasoning 
Against  any  redaction  of  dnties,  whether  on 
salt  or  anj  other  commodit;'. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Ud^  said,  he  felt  under  obliga- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  for  tiie 
oorrectnes*  with  which  he  had  (itat«d  the  condi- 
tion of  the  reTODD«.  He  had  explained  the 
subject  as  It  was.  The  gentleman  had,  also, 
stated  what  had  not  oome  before  nnder  the 
observation  of  Ur.  Sioth,  that  there  was  a 
deficienejr  in  the  estimates  of  the  onrrent  year 
<tf  half  a  million.  Mr.  8.  believed  that  stste- 
ment  vaa  correct;  and  he  thought  it  should 
have  made  port  of  the  dnt;  of  me  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  have  informed  Congress  of 
the  discrepancy  by  a  special  message,  ao  that 
attention  might  have  been  bestowed  upon  it. 
It  was  much  to  the  credit  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  that  he  had  discovered  tlie 
deficiency,  and  it  was  not  much  to  the  honor 
of  himselr  [Mr,  8.1  that  he  ahoold  have  over- 
looted  it.  From  the  statement  he  had  seen,  he 
now  believed  that  deficiency  eiistM.  The 
Benata  ought  to  feel  obli^ted  to  the  gentleman 
for  the  exposition.  It  would  turn  thdr  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  induce 
Congress  to  look  to  themeaDSof  the  oonntry  be- 
fore they  engaged  in  lavish  expenditures.  This 
was  not  DOW  done  anfBciently :  for  all  were  too 
much  addicted  to  voting  away  large  sums,  with- 
out snffioiently  examining  into  the  means  at  onr 
disposal.  It  was  on  account  of  not  doing  so 
last  year  that  they  fonnd  themselves  involved 
In  their  present  difficulties.  An  estimate  of  the 
oxpenditare  of  the  Government  had  been  made 
fennerly  by  Ur.  Lowndes;  and,  by  the  reports 
laid  before  Congress  this  session,  the  expendi- 
ture last  year  exceeded  the  estimate  no  less  tlion 


«  for  the  finances  of  tiia  country 
to  get  occasionally  iato  difBcnlty.  It  waa  the 
coly  state  of  things  that  conld  bring  aboot 
retrenchment.  It  was  so  formerly,  and  it 
always  would  be  so.  He  had  never  fonnd 
Congress  witling  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of 
the  Government  until  forced  to  by  necessity. 
Wefind  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  Govern- 
ment was  pressed  hard,  and  Congress  was 
brought  to  the  necessity  of  using  strict  economy. 
They  did  ao,  and  what  was  the  result }  In  less 
than  three  years  th«  Treasnir  was  overflowing. 
The  worst  of  this — indeed  Uie  only  evil  effect 
siUng  from  it— waa,  that  every  one  seemed  to 


think  that  it  would  always  remain.  So  fiir  had 
this  opinion  been  entertained,  that,  even  this 
year,  they  had  heard  an  elaborate  argnment  in 
iavor  of  dividing  the  surplos  revenue  among. 
the  several  States.  If  such  a  plan  is  feasible, 
snrely  Oongreas  can  afford  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  amount  of  which  is  comparativ^ 
trifling.  Bat,  while  he  [Mr.  &.]  doubted  the 
policy  of  the  plan  for  dividing  the  snrplDS 
among  the  members  of  the  Union,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
rednce  the  duty  on  salt,  because  it  was  in  thnr 
power  to  lessen  other  expenditures  to  meet  that 
reduction,  without  inoorring  the  censure  of 
throwing  away  the  pnblio  money,  aa  they  <rften 
did.  He  knew  that  the  duty  waa  imposed 
nnder  drcnmstanca  that  did  not  afford  a  sanc- 
tion for  its  cimtinnanae  even  tmtil  this  p«iod. 
At  the  time  that  a  salt  tax  was  first  levied,  tiie 
coimtry  was  in  difficulty,  we  owed  lai^  debu^ 
and  were  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing, 
even  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  An 
impost  was  levied  on  salt,  which  waa  con^dered 
a  war  dnty,  and  afterwards  runoved.  When 
this  impost  was  again  lud  on  salt,  doring  the 
last  war,  it  waa  again  nnderetood  to  be  merely 
a  temporary  measore.  Bot,  after  the  war, 
when  the  tariff  of  1816  waa  adopted,  the  duty 
on  every  other  imported  article  waa  decreased 
or  removed,  while  this  odious  tax  waa  retained. 
Had  not  the  people  great  reason  to  oomplain  of 
this  partial  and  unfair  arrangement?  So  &r  u 
the  revenae  was  concerned,  he  thought  ths 
objection  to  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  anataioed. 
But  tliere  were  other  pointy  beaides  that 
relating  to  the  revenue,  wmch  had  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  measure.  He  would,  there- 
fore, leave  the  revenae  where  it  was,  and  say  I 
few  words  on  the  fiBberies  and  mannfiiotDrca. 
In  respect  to  the  fisheries,  when  this  sabjeet 
was  formerly  brought  forward,  and  a  bounty 
was  first  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  fisheries, 
Mr.  Madison  ol^ected  to  the  grnutiog  of  a 
bounty,  aa  not  allowed  by  the  oonstitotioD. 
Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Massachnsetta,  then  proposed 
the  word  allewanct,  observing  that  they  caied 
very  Uttle  about  the  word  in  case  thev  obtained 
the  thing.  The  bill  waa  passed,  and  they  did  get 
the  thing;  and,  from  dl  reports,  It  appeand 
that  great  tranda  were  committed  under  tiiii 
lionnty  taw.  The  fishermen  became,  in  aouie 
instances,  amngglera,  and,  althon^  they  evaded 
the  duty,  received  from  the  Collectors  the 
bounty.  The  temptation  of  twenty  cents  on 
the  bushel  was  too  great  for  their  morality. 
Thus  injury  was  done  bodi  to  the  importer  and 
to  the  revenue.  If  Congress  removed  this 
heavy  duty  so  aa  to  lessen  the  object  of  suii^ 
gling,  it  was  altogether  probable  that,  nlu- 
motely,  instead  of  reducing  the  revenue,  tbe 
measore  would,  by  causing  an  increased  impor- 
tation, increase  the  revenne;  at  least  that  it 
would  not  be  diminished.  Certainly  the  ooa- 
iption  of  the  article  for  agricultural  purposes 
would  he  vastly  increased,  so  that,  althon^ 
the  income  from  ttiia  article  would  tie  rednead 
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nonunallj  800,000  dollars,  it  might  fairly  be 
oolcnlated  that  no  Bach  reduction  in  tho  receipts 
on  salt  woa]d  take  place.  The  grand  i^aestion, 
liowever,  seemed  to  be — Can  we  nsk  anj 
redaction  of  the  revenue?  Oau  we  upaio  the 
Eom  for  a  momeDtt  To  this  he  answered,  jes ; 
we  can  do  it  by  saving  and  economy.  We  can 
■ffiird  to  meet  this  redaotioo,  bj  diminishiDg 
onr  expenditare  in  other  respects.  It  had  been 
■aid  that  this  redaction  wonld  injure  the 
mannfactnrea.  What!  jujore  manufaotnrea 
that  have  enjoyed  for  &  long  series  of  years  the 
protection  ctf  an  onerous  war  doty  t  Injure 
mann&ctureg  that  have  long  since  arrtved  at 
tnatnrity,  and,  for  their  benefit,  oontinae  a 
bnrtlienaDme  tax  npon  the  agricaltaral  classes  I 
Even  before  the  imposition  of  this  duty,  they 
were  without  protection,  and  were  prosperoos. 
He  thooght  it  a  great  object  of  legislation  to 
redoce  the  expenses  of  living,  as  it  inoreaaed  the 
encooragement  to  labor,  and  the  prosperity 
and  cmnfort  of  all  ranks  of  citlieas.  The 
duties  which  had  been  laid  on  many  of  the 
eomfbrts  and  neeessariei  of  life  had  much  in- 
creased the  expense  of  families-^e  thoaght  he 
might  say,  at  least,  one-Lolf.  And,  whenever 
sny  portioQ  of  those  duties  conid  be  diminished, 
he  was  faUy  of  opinion  that  the  dimination 
on^t  to  take  place.    He  had  been  told  that  the 

Cof  the  salt  monufaotared  in  the  State  of 
York,  was  2S  cents ;  that  it  had  a  duty  to 
pay  of  t«Q  cents ;  and  it  hod  been  said  in  the 
Beaate,  that,  taking  away  the  duty,  would  not 
reduce  the  price  of  the  article.  Altbongfa.  this 
was  a  doolrine  which  he  never  had  heard 
befw^  and  the  philosophy  of  which  he  could 
not  penetrate,  be  was  willing  to  admit  its  truth : 
for,  if  it  was  B  good  theory^  the  redaction  of 
tlie  duty  ciHiteraplated  by  this  bill  ooald  not,  by 
possibility,  injure  the  maooJactorers  of  salt 
throughout  the  coon  try, 

Ht.  Bcoolbs  said,  that  he  coold  not  vote  for 
the  bill.  It  was  agreed  that  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  country  required  ratner  an  increase  than 
a  rednotioa  of  its  resources.  The  argnment 
that  this  was  a  war  tax,  had  not  with  him  as 
great  weight  ai  with  some  other  gentlemen; 
and  he  was  somewhat  perplexed  to  account, 
sati^actorily,  for  the  manner  of  argning  mode 
'  Use  of  by  the  gentleman  from  iloryland.  lie 
began  by  assenting  to  the  statements  of  the 
gentiemon  from  Delaware,  in  rektion  to  the 
alarming  defidency  of  the  revenue,  and  con- 
cluded by  arguing  that  this  is  a  war  tax,  and 
ought  b>  be  removed.  Be  acknowledged  that 
tiie  Goverainent  required  all  the  income  it  now 
enjoyed,  yet  be  wished  to  remove  this  portion 
of  it  If  the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  were  correct,  to  his  mmd  it  was 
clear  that  the  reduction  coold  not  be  afforded, 
and  that  It  was  impolitie  to  pass  the  hill  at  the 

5 resent  time.  U,  aa  had  been  aivaed,  it  was  the 
uty  of  Congress  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt,  still 
be  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  done  nntil  the 
revenue  of  tlie  country  is  placed  in  a  oondiUoD 


to  bear  the  reduction.  Nor  did  ho  think  it 
would  be  equitable  to  remove  the  protection 
now  afforded  to  the  manufacturers  of  salt,  with- 
out ^ving  them  a  little  previous  time  to  prepnre 
for  the  change  which  it  wonld  produoe.  By 
suddenly  removing  the  protection,  those  persona 
who  hod  invested  large  capitals  in  this  manu- 
&ctare,  and  who  had  supposed  tiie  law  upon 
this  salject  settled  and  permanent,  wonld  be 
seriously  ii^nred.  Uony  of  them  wonld  be 
inevitably  ruined  by  the  immediate  operation 
of  this  bill.  If  the  tax  was  reduced  at  all,  he 
thought  this  was  not  the  time  for  its  reduction. 
He  conld  not  believe,  with  his  colleague,  that 
the  people,  or  any  oonnderable  portion  of  them, 
would  M  benefited  by  the  change.  He  had 
reoetved  information  upon  the  subject,  from 
Ohio,  and  that  information  convinced  him  that 
the  bill  would  be  very  injurioos  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  He  knew  of  one  company  in 
which  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  invested, 
and  a  great  number  of  kborera  employed,  all 
of  whom  would  be  deprived  of  their  occupa- 
tion, and  the  onpltaligts  forced  to  abandon,  with 
great  loss,  the  property  invested.  And  if  once 
destroyed,  how  could  we  expect,  in  case  of  a 
future  war,  to  restore  at  once  those  manufacto- 
ries which  require  years  to  perfect  their  estab- 
lishment? The  duty  had  been  continued  twelve 
years,  and  not  an  individnal  who  engaged  in  the 
moniuactttre,  ever  dreamed  that  it  was  other 
than  permanent.  As  to  the  scarcity  of  salt  in 
Cincinnati,  the  reason  was  obvious.  The  river 
hod  l>een  frozen,  and  it  was  imposuble  for  the 
merchants  to  obtain  their  supplies.  And  while 
on  this  part  of  his  colleague's  statement,  he 
would  ask  if  the  people  of  Ohio  hid  ever  peti- 
tioned for  protection  ft'om  the  combinations, 
the  effects  of  which  are  described  as  so  oppres- 
sive f  If  they  had  not,  there  was  no  reason  to 
believe  that  thev  were  desirous  of  a  change. 
The  truth  seemed  to  be,  that  this  was  a  measure 
gut  Up  in  the  Senate,  upon  which  the  desires  of 
tlie  people  had  not  been  consulted  or  ol>tained. 
He  thoQKht  that,  before  a  law  of  the  kind  waa 
pused,  the  wiiihes  of  the  commonity  onght  to  be 
consulted :  and  he  doubted  not  their  decision 
would  have  been,  keep  on  the  duty  until  the 
debts  of  the  nation  are  piud.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vole  against  the  bill. 

iir.  Yak  Qubzh  sold,  that  in  the  present 
acknowledged  condition  of  the  revenue,  it 
appeared  improper  to  introduce  any  bill  which 
woold  tend  to  lessen  the  income  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  deficiency  of  the  public  funds  was 
now  reduced  to  a  cwtalnty.  Congress  began 
this  year  with  the  snppiisiUon  that  there  were 
two  and  a  half  miiliuns  in  the  Treasury.  He 
now  nnderstood  tliat  this  was  erroneous,  and 
that,  owing  to  an  error,  that  amount  must  be 
reduced  to  one  million  four  liundred  thousand 
dollars,  which,  accordiog  to  the  computation  ot 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  was  the  sum 
remnimng  in  the  Treasury.  And  this  sam  was 
tliere  by  reason  of  the  Secretory  having  omitted 
to  pay  the  two  millions  reserved  as  a  sinking 
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fond.  So  that,  if  the  Treasnry  had  paid  its 
obligatioDB,  It  would  have  been  miQOfl  aeten 
hundred  tbousand  dollars.  The  deficiency 
certaialj  oocnrred  before  the  present  Secretarj 
came  into  office;  bnt  it  was  a  want  of  faith  on 
thopart  of  the  GoTemmeiit,  in  not  pacing  the 
fiicikiDg  fund,  and  the  fourteen  hundred  tbonsand 
dollars  was  in  the  TreasQiy,  because  that  fand 
hod  not  been  paid.  He  should,  on  the  ground 
of  the  condition  of  the  fioanoea,  oppose  the  bill 
with  bis  vote. 

}£t.  Joasetos,  of  Lonistaaa,  laid,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  the  gentJeman  from  Now  Tork  was 
entirely  mistaken.  The  gentleman  from  Dela~ 
itare  bad,  in  his  opinion,  mode  a  mistake  of 
half  a  million.  The  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  was  an  imaginary  Hum,  and  much  of 
the  fund  consisted  of  bonds.  The  sura  to  bere- 
eerved  from  the  expenditure,  for  a  sinking  fnnd, 
was  two  millions.  This  could  not  be  paid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  no 
authority  for  doing  so.  The  gentleman  knew 
that  the  revenue  bad  been,  during  tiie  last  year, 
defrauded  of  one  million,  which  never  happened 
before ;  and  this  would,  in  some  meoEUre,  oo- 
oonnt  for  the  present  condition  of  the  financei 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  Boomed  to  think 
the  eipenditnre  of  lust  j-ear  an  unreasonable 
one,  as  lie  passed  some  general  censure  on  the 
OpproprifltionB,  Mr,  J.  thought,  if  the  (jontle- 
man  wimld  turn  his  attention  to  those  appro- 
priations, he  would  find  them  all- essential.  He 
then  enumerated  the  prominent  nbjoctgto  which 
money  hod  boea  appropriated  by  Congress  luat 
year,  and  condnded  by  observing,  that  it  was 
on  error  to  suppose  that  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  the  Goverument  woa  greater  last 
year  than  any  previous  year ;  as  it  was  not  so. 

Mr.  RiDftELT  conceived  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  was  mistaken  in  the  construc- 
tion of  tlje  act  in  relation  to  the  sinking  fund. 

Mr.  JonsBTOX  replied,  that  he  epoke  of  the 
net  only  aa  it  was  construed  by  the  Commis- 
eioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand. 

Mr.  EiDOELY  read  the  act.  Of  the  surplus  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  after  the  expenditure  of 
the  year,  by  the  fourth  section,  two  millions 
■were  to  be  reserved  as  a  permanent  sinking 
fnnd.  It  was  admitted  that  there  was  now  due 
to  the  Commisaionera,  on  account  of  this  fund, 
the  sum  of  three  millions.  Here,  then,  was  an 
engagement  which  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to 
meet,  and  taking  this  fact  alone,  it  did  nppear 
that  the  demand  upon  the  Treasury  could  not 
be  discliarged. 

Mr.  CHAvntEn  said,  that,  olthongh  it  might 
be  uncommon  that  there  were  few  or  no  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
yet,  the  duty  on  salt  was  a  great  and  oppressive 
burthen  to  the  agricultural  interest.  As  to  this 
argument  ogaicist  the  bill,  the  Senate  was  every 
day  in  the  habit  of  acting  upon  bills  introduced 
on  the  inotiim  of  a  member.  He  con^^idered  it 
ofverylittleimportanccaa  to  the  merits  of  the 
subject.  It  was  known  that  this  duty  was  a 
tax  levied  daring  the  war,  and  to  eSoct  the  par- 


poses  of  a  war.  It  was  never  fntanded  that  it 
abould  remain,  when  thatstoteof  thingsceased. 
The  sooner,  therefore,  it  was  taken  oS,  the 
sooner  instioe  would  be  done,  which  had  long 
been  delayed.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr, 
RuoOLEs]  seemed  to  think  that,  if  the  tax  wu 
removed  at  all,  it  should  have  been  immediately 
after  the  war  ;  and  that,  now  it  had  been  suffer- 
ed to  remnin  so  long,  it  would  be  a  serious  evil 
to  remove  it  But  this  was  not  good  reaaou- 
Ing  or  Just  policy.  That  gentleman  also  ob- 
jected that  the  people  bad  not  generally  peti- 
tioned Bguoat  the  tax.  But  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  the  dispontion  of  the  fai-mera  of  the 
country.  They  were  a  peaceable  class,  quietly 
pursuing  their  laborions  occupations,  who.  W 
lieved  that  Congress  would  relieve  them,  and 
who  knew  that  the  object  waa  in  progress  for 
that  purpose.  They,  therefore,  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  load  the  table  with  complaints  of 
a  burthen  which  they  bad  long  and  patiently 
endnred,  and  which  they  believed  was  generally 
understood.  Mr.  0.  believed  the  duty  ought  to 
be  removed — be  had  heard  no  argument  of 
weight  against  the  bill — and  he  knew  no  reason 
under  Heaven  why  the  doty  should  bo  retained, 
or  Congress  sbonld  refuse  to  relieve  the  oqIt 
class  of  people  who,  in  a  time  of  peace,  labored 
under  the  oppression  of  a  war  tax. 

Mr.  Bkanoh  said  the  gentleman  hoa  Ohio 
had  remarked  that  this  bill  was  the  only  off- 
apringof  the  Agricultural  Committee;  and  he 
had  hoped  that  gentleman  would  have  extended 
his  accustomed  nrbanity  to  this  <Hily  moamre 
for  the  benefit  of  that  neglected  class,  which  had 
been  broaght  before  the  Senate  dnriog  thi) 
sesaion.  From  this  conaideration  olonfr— tbst 
the  Agricultural  Committee  had  importaned 
the  Benat«  so  little,  this  aubjoct  woa  enUtled  to 
attention.  But  it  bad  other  claims  upon  Con- 
gresB.  It  had  a  claim  founded  in  justice,  and 
the  equal  rights  of  different  classes  of  ciliienE. 
The  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill,  after  at- 
tempting various  grounds  of  argument,  had 
settled  down  upon  the  revenue ;  and  here  they 
made  their  most  desperate  stand.  The  first  po> 
sition  taken  br  them,  was  the  injury  imagined, 
which  this  bill  would  inflict  upon  the  fisheries. 
The  gentleman  from  Kew  Ham|ishire  had  most 
effectnaily  driven  them  from  that  ground.  It 
was  clear  they  were  at  fault  in  that  point;  and 
are  they  not  as  much  in  error  here !  How  do 
all  the  statements  which  have  been  made  this 
morning  agree  with  those  we  have  heard  bat 
within  a  short  timet  At  the  opening  of  the 
session  we  had  anexuberant  Treasury — we  were 
then  overflowing  with  wealth.  But  now,  whra 
we  ask  the  removal  of  this  partial  and  exorbi- 
tant impost,  what  is  the  answer!  We  ore  told, 
forsooth,  that  the  Treasury  is  drained.  We  can 
appropriate  money  fur  every  oiher  otiject.  But 
the  scarcity  is  severely  fclt  when  any  endeavor 
is  made  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  agricol- 
lore.  We  can  appropriate  our  thousands  for 
foreign  objects,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtwu  a»- 
^tauoe  for  the  laboring. oommanity  at  home. 
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Tea,  from  a  principle  of  folge  pliilsnthropj,  the 
Government,  lust  Tear,  appropriated  two  or  Uiree 
hundred  thoDsand  dollars  for  the  pnrchaso  of  a 
frigate  for  the  Greeks.  Itvas  iIodo  covertly, 
I  admit — bat  it  was  done;  and  wo  thea  heard 
nothing  of  the  poverty  of  tlie  Treosnry — noth- 
ing of  economy— nothing  of  the  danger  of  en- 
croaching Dpon  the  money  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tbepoblie  debt.  Thia  course  of  eipcn- 
ditnre  had  gono  on  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
Salt  bill  was  toncbed  upon,  and  then  the  mine 
qirings :  then  va  are  a  wretched  Bankropt  Na- 
tion, and  cannot  afford  to  reduce  the  paltry  anm 
of  three  handred  thousand  dollara  of  the  dnty 
on  Baltiforthebenefit  of  the  people,  and,  Imny 
■ay,  the  whole  people :  for  this  b  emphatically 
the  people's  bill.  Sow  we  have  do  flinds  to 
spare,  and  another  step  will  rain  the  coontry. 
I  had  not,  said  Ur.  B.,  expected  to  me«t  with 
Qiis  want  of  liberality,  especially  after  the  re- 
port in  fkTiir  of  the  bill,  oy  the  Committee  of 
Finaaee.  The  only  question  was,  whether  we 
eoold  di^iense  with  this  amount  of  revenue ;  fiir 
an  opinion  upon  that  point,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee ;  and  the  able 
chairman  informs  ns  that  it  can  be  done;  that, 
hy  retiwichment  in  other  nseless  expenditnres, 
we  can,  at  length,  perform  thia  net  of  Jostice  to 
the  most  nsefnl  class  of  our  commnnity.  Btill, 
we  are  told  that  the  country  is  bankrapt ;  anil, 
even  the  friends  of  the  Administralion  tell  us 
SO;  in  contmdiction  to  the  Message  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  at  tlie  opening  of  the  session,  which 
hifurmed  us  that  onr  Treasury  was  overflowing. 
He  hoped  these  ineonsiatf  ncies  would  have  no 
eflM  upon  the  Senate:  but  that,  convinced  of 
the  justice  of  the  measure  propoaed  by  the  bill, 
it  would  be  saccesaru). 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  hy  the  following 
Tote,  and  sent  to  the  other  Honse  for  conour- 

Tiia — JTessrs.  Betl,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
ChaniberB,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Uar- 
rison,  Hajne,  King,  Knight,  Macon,  McKlnlejr, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rownn,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Siollh  of 
B.  C,  While,  Wiilej,  Williams,  Woodbury— 84. 

Nats. — Heasn.  Barton,  Batetnan,  BDuIignv,Cbaie, 
Clayton,  IKckeraon,  Tuidlaj,  Hendrloks,  Uolmes, 
Johoion  of  Kj.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Uarks, 
Noble,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Bey- 
iDonr,  Thowaa,  Tan  Bureo— 21. 

Tht  Utited  State*  afl<2  Georgia. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
bis  private  Secretary : 

7b  Ou  Benait  and  HmM  of 

StpnteiUativa  of  tht  Uniitd  SlaUi : 

WisBiNfiTOH,  6U  Ftbruary,  lS2f. 
I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Canip'GSfi,  a  letter 
horn  the  Agent  of  thn  Uniwid  States  uilh  the  Creeit 
Indians,  vho  invoke  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  defence  of  the  rights 
and  territory  leciired  to  that  nation  by  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington,  and  ratified  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  tircnty-second  of  April 
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The  comi^nt  set  forth  in  this  letter,  that  Sur- 
veyoTS  from  Georgia  have  been  employed  in  sur- 
veying lands  within  tbs  Indian  territory,  as  secured 
by  that  treaty,  Is  authenticated  bj  information  in- 
offlcially  receired  from  other  quarters,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  one  or  more  of  the  Burve  jora 
have  been  arrested  in  their  progress  by  the  Indians. 
Their  forbearance,  and  relisnce  upon  the  good  fiiith 
of  the  United  States,  will,  it  is  hoped,  axert  scenea 
of  riolenoe  and  blood,  vUch  there  is  otherwise  too 
much  cause  to  apprehend  will  result  from  these  pro- 
ceediDgs. 

By  the  Sflh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
SOlh  of  Xarcli,  1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  pence 
on  the  frontiers.  It  is  provided,  that  if  any  cltiiea 
of,  or  other  person  resident  In,  the  United  States, 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  or 
secured,  or  grsntcd  by  treaty  with  the  United  SlateS' 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  survey,  or  attempt  to 
survey,  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  the  boun- 
dariea  by  marking  trees  or  olherwisa,  such  offender 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  suETor  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.  Bythe  lethand  nthsections  of  toesame 
statute,  two  distinct  processes  are  prescribed,  by 
cither  or  both  of  which,  the  above  elwctment  may 
be  carried  into  eiecution.  By  the  first,  it  Is  de- 
clared to  be  lawful  for  the  miliury  force  of  the 
United  States  to  spprehend  every  person  found  in 
the  Indian  country,  over  and  beyond  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  sod  the  Indian 
tribes,  in  violation  of  any  of  tlie  provisions  or  reg- 
ulations of  the  act,  and  immediately  to  convey 
them,  in  the  nearest  convenient  and  safe  route,  to 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  some  ona 
of  the  three  next  ac^oining  States  or  Districts,  to 
be  proceeded  against  in  due  course  oflaw. 

By  the  second,  it  is  directed,  that,  if  any  person 
charged  nith  a  violation  of  any  of  tho  provisions  or 
rtgulatiODS  of  the  act,  shall  be  found  within  any  of 
of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  their  territorial 
districts,  such  offender  may  be  there  apprehended, 
and  brought  to  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  sach 
crime  or  effence  had  been  committed  within  such 
State  or  District ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  miliUry  force  of  the  United  States,  when  called 
upon  by  the  civil  magistrates,  or  any  proper  officer, 
or  other  persou  duly  antborixed  for  that  purpose, 
and  having  a  lawful  warrant,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
magistrate,  officer,  or  other  person  so  authoriied 
in  arresting  such  oiTender,  and  committing  him  to 
safe  custody  for  trial  occordiog  to  law. 

The  first  of  these  processes  Is  adapted  to  the  ar- 
rest of  the  trespasser  upon  Indian  territories,  on  tho 
spot,  and  In  the  act  of  commlttine  the  offence.  But, 
u  it  applies  tho  action  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  places  where  the  civil  process  of 
the  law  has  no  authoriied  course,  it  ts  committed 
entirely  to  the  functions  of  the  military  force  to 
arrest  the  person  of  the  ctTender,  and  after  bring- 
ing him  within  tho  reach  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts,  there  to  deliver  him  into  custody  br  trioL 
The  second  makes  the  violator  of  the  law  amenable 
only  after  his  offence  has  been  consummated,  and 
when  he  has  returned  within  the  civil  jurisdiction 
of  the  Union.  This  process,  in  the  first  instance, 
is  merely  of  a  civil  character,  but  may,  in  like  man, 
ner,  be  enforced,  by  calling  in,  if  nocesstry,  the 
old  of  the  military  force. 

Entertididog  no  doubt  that,  In  the  pnaent  otMf 
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the  re«oK  to  either  of  theee  nodes  of  proeen,  or 
to  both,  was  vilhin  the  discretioa  of  the  EiecatiTe 
authoritir,  tad  penetrated  with  the  duty  of  main- 
tsinlDg  the  rights  of  the  Indiana,  as  aecured  both 
bj  the  treaty  and  tbe  lav,  I  conduded,  after  full 
deliberation,  to  bave  recourse  on  tliLs  occasion,  in 
the  first  instance,  only  to  the  civil  proceas.  Jn- 
atructiona  hare  accordingly  been  giien  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  to  the  Attorney  and  Unrahal  of  the 
United  Stales  in  the  District  of  Georgia,  to  com- 
mence prosccu lions  agniost  the  Surveyors  com [dain- 
ed  of  as  having  violated  the  lav,  while  orders  have 
at  the  same  time  been  forwarded  to  the  Agent  of 
the  United  Btatcs,  at  once  to  assure  the  Indians 
that  their  rigbts,  foonded  upon  the  treaty  and  the 
law,  are  recognized  by  this  Govenuneat,  and  will 
be  faithfully  protected,  and  earnestly  to  eibort 
(hem,  by  ttie  forbearance  of  every  act  of  hoetility 
on  tiicir  port,  to  preserve  unimpaired  that  nght 
to  protection,  secured  to  them  by  the  sacred  pledge 
of  the  good  laith  of  this  nation.  Copiea  of^  these 
Inatmetiona  and  orders  are  herewith  tranamltted  to 
Congress. 

In  absluning,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
from  the  application  of  any  military  force,  J  have 
beea  governed  by  considerations,  which  will,  I  trust, 
meet  tbe  coQcurreoce  of  the  Legislature.  Among 
them,  one  of  paramount  importance  has  been,  that 
these  EurvcTi  have  been  attempted,  and  parti; 
effected,  under  color  of  legal  aullioiily  from  the 
State  of  Georgia.  That  the  Surveyors  are  therefore 
not  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  individual  and  aoli- 
tary  transgressors,  bal  as  the  Agents  of  a  sovereign 
State,  acting  in  obedience  to  autliority  which  they 
believed  10  be  binding  upoa  them.  Intimations 
had  been  given  that,  snould  they  meet  with  Inter- 
luplion,  they  would,  at  all  haiards,  bo  sustained  by 
the  military  force  of  the  Slate,  in  which  event,  If 
the  military  force  of  the  Union  should  have  been 
employed  to  enforce  ita  violated  law,  aconSict  matt 
have  ensued,  which  would,  in  itself,  have  inflicted  a 
wound  upon  the  Uoion,  «jid  have  presented  the 
aspect  of  one  of  tbeae  confederated  States  at  war 
with  the  rest.  Anxious,  above  tXL,  to  avert  this 
■tate  of  things,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  impreased 
with  the  deepest  conviction  of  my  own  duty,  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed,  and  the 
faith  of  the  nation  preserved,  I  have  used,  of  the 
means  entrusted  to  the  Executive  for  that  purpose, 
only  those  which,  without  resorting  to  military 
force,  msy  vindicate  the  sanctity  of  the  law,  by  the 
ordinary  agency  of  tbe  Judicial  tribunals. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  under  the  eon. 
EtruclloDS  given  to  it  by  the  Governor  of  that  State, 
and  the  surveys  made,  or  attempted,  by  his  authori- 
ty, beyond  the  boundary  secured  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  of  April  lost,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  are 
in  direct  violation  of  the  Supreme  Law  of  this  land, 
set  forth  in  a  Treaty,  wlilch  has  received  all  the 
sanctions  provided  by  the  constitution,  which  we 
have  been  sworn  to  support  and  maintain. 

Happily  distributed  as  the  sovereign  powers  of 
the  people  of  this  Union  have  been,  between  their 
General  and  State  Governments,  their  history  has 
already  too  often  presented  collisions  between  these 
diviiled  anthoriiies,  with  re^rd  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  powers.  No  Insunce,  however, 
has  hitherto  occurred,  in  which  this  collision  has 
been  urged  into  a  conflict  of  actual  force.  Ko 
fiber  case  is  known  to  have  happened,  in  which  tbe 
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application  of  military  force  by  the  Government  of 
the  Union  has  been  prescribed  for  the  enforcemenl 
of  a  law,  the  violatioa  of  which  has,  wiUiio  any 
single  State,  been  prescribed  by  a  legislative  act  of 
the  State-  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  my  duty 
la  say,  that,  if  tbe  Legislative  and  EiecuCive  An- 
thorlties  of  the  State  of  Georgia  should  persevere  in 
acts  of  encroachment  upon  the  territories  secured 
by  ■  solemn  Treaty  to  the  Indians,  snd  the  laws  of 
the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded  obliga- 
tion, even  higher  than  thst  of  human  authority, 
will  compel  the  Executive  of  the  United  Stales  to 
enforce  the  laws,  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  nation, 
by  all  the  fbroe  committed  for  tliat  purpose  to  hia 
charge.  That  the  arm  of  military  force  will  b« 
resorted  to  only  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  all 
other  eipedlents  provided  by  the  laws,  a  pledge  has 
been  given,  by  the  forbearanco  to  employ  it  at  tUi 
time.  It  la  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
to  determine,  whether  any  further  set  of  legislation 
may  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency which  these  transactions  may  produce. 

JOHM  QUIKCr  ADAHS. 

The  }£eatag9  h&Ting  been  road — 

Mr.  BzHTOir  moved  the  reference  of  th*  Ue»> 
sage  to  the  Jodiciorj  Committee.  At  ftret  be 
Lad  thought  it  a  fit  subject  for  n  roference  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiiirg;  bat  he  dul 
not  now  think  so,  as  tliere  were  queations  ia- 
Tolved  in  the  Message  in  rdtttjoa  to  tbo  en- 
foroemeDt  of  laws  anil  treaties,  which  required 
an  iavestigatlOD  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Bebbibh  said :  I  affrtt  with  the  Senator 
fWiia  Uiasouri,  tliut  tliis  Uessage,  and  the  oo- 
companying  doonmects,  ought  not  to  be  rty 
ferred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affair*,  bo- 
consetbey  involve  questions  very  much  beyond 
the  limits  of  those  which  are  ordinarily  and  ap- 
propriately assigned  to  that  committee.  I  dit- 
agrte  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  they  consti- 
tute a  proper  subject  of  reference  to  the  Jwii- 
eiary  CommitUt ;  and  bo  perfect  is  my  reliance 
on  the  correctness  of  hjs  judgment,  when  be 
shall  have  directed  his  ettentioti  to  tbe  vorioai 
HultJects  of  this  Message,  that  1  shall  not  hedtate 
to  propose  a  ditFerent  reference,  in  the  confl- 
denoe  that  he  will,  on  farther  reneetion,  ooncnr 
with  me  in  tbe  view  which  I  have  taken  of  i^ 
and  will  therefore  witiidntw  his  motion. 

Sir,  Uie  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Message  now  liefore  ns,  has  called  as  to  the  con- 
udemtion  of  varions  qnestioos^  in  their  nature 
grave,  important,  and  delicate. 

£e  has  told  yon  that  certain  offieenoftht 
State  of  Georgia,  acting  viiAia  die  limiU  <^ 
that  Stats,  and  under  the  authority  ofiU  lant, 
have  violated,  ocoording  to  Sis  constrnetion  of 
it,  an  act  of  the  Congross  of  the  Dnited  States. 
Be  has  told  you  that,  according  to  hia  con- 
Btruction  of  that  act,  he  is  authorized  to  arrest 
these  officer*  thus  engaged  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  under  the  bwa  of  the  State,  and 
within  its  limits,  and  to  bring  them  to  trial  bo- 
fore  the  jndioifll  tribunals  of  the  United  Sutes, 
or,  at  Mm  direction,  to  employ  the  military 
for<«s  of  the  Union,  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  bayonets  of  Its  regular  soldiery, 
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to  coerce  the  State  of  0«orgia,  through  these 
officers,  to  sabmit  to  Ait  cunstractioii  of  this 
act,  and  bia  opinion  m  to  the  rights  of  that 
State.  He  haa  told  <;ou  that  be  has  alreadj  di- 
recled  tlie  arrest  and  trial  of  these  officers,  as 
offenders  against  the  lavs  of  the  United  States ; 
and  before  anj  decidon  of  jours  can  operate, 
tliis  mandate  will  ao  donbt  have  been  carried 
into  effect,  bo  far  as  it  relatea  to  the  arrest  of  the 
sappoeed  offenders.  He  sabmits  to  70a  the  in- 
quiry, whether  any  act  of  legislation  be  neoes- 
aar;  oa  the  part  of  the  Confess  of  tLe  United 
States ;  and  accompaniea  this  inqairr  with  the 
declaration  of  his  aetennination,  under  a  sense 
rf  higher  oblipotioBs  than  any  which  Congresa 
can  impose,  if  in  his  view  it  shall  become  nec^ 
Bary,  to  call  oat  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States  to  carrr  thia  act  of  CoDgrees  into  effect, 
according  to  hit  nnderatanding  of  its  meaning 
and  intent. 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  declaration.  The  questions 
presented  by  this  Heasage  are  grave,  important, 
and  delicate.  Thej  oannot  be  arranged  under 
the  head  of  the  duties,  appropriately  and  pecu- 
liarly udgned  to  any  one  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee* of  this  House.  ,. 

Admitting,  as  in  deference  to  the  authority 
by  which  they  are  asserted,  we  are  hound  to 
do,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  facts  stated  are  trne,  the  first  queslion  pre- 
sented is  tbis : 

Does  the  case  stated  fall  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage? Abstractedly  Gonaidered,  as  a  mere 
Soestion  of  statutory  construction,  I  agree  that 
lis  ia  a  fit  anlnect  for  inquiry  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  But  another  question  immediately 
SQperveaes.  The  President,  in  the  same  Hes- 
Kge,  tells  yon  that  he  has  already  taken  mea»- 
ores  to  submit  this  question  to  the  decision 
of  the  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
WiLh  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  is  it  projwr  for 
tu  to  give  our  sanction  to  the  nse  of  the  military 
lotto  of  the  Union,  during  the  pendency  of  this 
Jndi<nal  investigation?  I  apprehend  this  in- 
quiry tranaoend*  the  limits  ot  the  datios  assign- 
ed to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It  would  i>e- 
loDg  more  appropriately  to  a  committee  on  the 
■tateof  the  Republic,  if  such  a  committee  existed. 

Excluding  the  idea  of  the  actual  pendency  of 
■  Judicial  mqniry,  which  has  been  instituted 
under  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Blatea  bimself,  another  auestion  presents  itself, 
which,  in  my  view,  equally  transcends  the  limits 
of  the  duties  wbicn  appropriately  belong  to  the 
Judidary  Committee.    I  state  it  thus  : 

Is  the  resort  to  military  force,  ie/bn  Judicial 
injuiry  ii  had,  an  appropriate  mode  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States 
of  thia  Confederacy  ?  The  qaeation,  sir,  Ja  now 
oomparatively  nnimportant.  The  feeling  of  in- 
dignatico,  of  abhorrence,  which  such  a  measure 
would  excite,  would  be  so  strong,  so  tmiveraal, 
that,  h^ipily  for  qb,  no  man  in  the  times  in 
which  we  live,  would  dare  to  resort  to  it.  Or, 
.  tf  be  had  the  aodadt^  to  do  so^  be  would  bring 


down  upon  himself  the  merited  execrations  of 
the  whole  American  people.  But  we  are  estab- 
lishing, so  far  aa  may  depend  upon  us,  principles 
which  may  affect  Uie  hiture  destinies  of  this 
Republic ;  and  our  expenenoe  has  taught  na, 
how  promptly  precedents  are  resorted  to,  to 
snstain  aasumptionB  of  power. 

Another  qaesClon,  alike  ^ve,  presents  itself 
to  our  consideration,  and  it  IS  equally  beyond  tlie 
limits  of  Che  duties  of  any  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  House. 

If  the  line  of  conduct  whicb  the  State  and  its 
officers  are  bound  to  pnrsne,  is  prescribed  by 
Jaw— if  the  United  States  has  a  riirht  to  judicial 
inquiry,  as  to  the  effect  and  operation  of  that 
law,  on  the  case  stated  in  the  lleesage,  ffa*  not 
tha  State  of  Oeorgia  an  equal  right  to  lueh 
jvdieial  inqvirp  t  Where  u  the  etidenee  that 
the  tkun*  it  t  If  she  meets  the  investigation 
which  the  President  tells  you  he  has  du-ectcd 
to  be  instituted,  are  her  officers  to  have  a  fair 
and  an  impartial  trial — tbe  privilege  which  is 
allowed  to  the  veriest  culprit — or  are  they  to 
encounter  it  under  the  previous  denunciation 
of  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  army  to  back  them  ! 

It  is  another  subject  of  grave  and  interesting 
inquiry,  which  every  lover  of  peace,  every 
friend  of  the  Union,  will  delight  to  pursue, 
whether  some  other  mode  may  not  be  devised, 
by  which  tbis  difficulty  may  be  adjusted,  with- 
out arraying  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Union 
against  Uie  Oonfederaoy,  either  in  the  forum  or 
the  field.  If^  happily,  such  a  measure  can  be 
devised,  all  will  agree  that  it  onght  to  ha  re- 
sorted to;  and  yet  tbe  questions  necessary  to 
its  detertuinatiou  are  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
duties  of  any  standing  committee  of  tbis  House. 

There  is  yet  a  renudning  question,  full  of  im- 
portance to  every  member  of  this  Coufederacy. 
Tiie  Prendent  of  tbe  United  States  has  announc- 
ed to  us  his  oonstmction  of  an  Act  of  Congress, 
and  has  alleged  the  violaticHi  of  that  Act,  b^  tlie 
officers  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  acting  witiiin 
her  limits,  and  nnder  the  authority  of  her  laws. 
He  has  declared  bis  resolution  to  carry  that  Act 
into  effect,  according  to  the  oonBtmotion  which 
be  has  given  to  it,  by  tbe  nse,  if  it  shall  become 
necessary,  of  all  the  means  at  his  disposal.  He 
has  distincUy  announced  to  ns  his  uetermlna- 
tion,  as  an  ultimate  resort,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
military  arm  of  the  Union, 

On  a  question  of  contested  right,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Geortpa,  which 
is  already  in  a  train  of  Judicial  investigation  be- 
fore the  tribunals  of  tno  Union,  under  bis  im- 
mediate orders,  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  conriders  himself  authorized  and  bound, 
under  a  sense  of  higher  obligations  than  any 
which  yon  can  impose,  to  send  the  army  of  the 
United  States  into  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,  to  coerce  her  submission  to  bis  will — 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  tbe  United 
States.  Sir,  if  such  an  exercise  of  power  may 
find  the  color  of  justification,  under  existing 
laws,  does  it  not  become  na,  aa  the  goardioaa  of 


the  rigbta  of  the  States,  bj  Bome  clear  and  t^- 
pliciC  set  of  legislation,  to  take  from  euch  an  ex- 
orcise of  prerogative  the  ahadow  of  pret«ncet 
I  submit,  then,  to  the  Seoatur  from  MiBsouri, 
and  to  this  Hoqm,  the  question,  whether  this 
Message,  thus  involving  an  inqniiy  materially 
nfieotiog  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
Union,  and  the  powers  and  the  datied  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  ouf^ht  to  be  re- 
ferred to  v-ay  of  the  ordinoTT'  standing  commit- 
tees of  this  House  t  And,  behaving,  as  I  do, 
tliat  a  committee  speciollj'  constitnted  for  the 
purpose  of  this  inquiry,  will  most  effectually  oo- 
ooinplish  the  ot^ects  which  every  one  should 
dc«ire  to  attdn,  the  asoertoinment  of  truth,  tbe 
oil  ministration  of  Justice,  and  the  preservation 
of  tlie  constitutioaal  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  Union,  I  move  that  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  occom- 
panjiog  doonments,  be  referred  to  a  select  corn- 
Mr.  IIoutEB  said,  that  it  seemed  that  part  of 
the  Message^  in  reality,  belonged  to  the  Jndi- 
ciory  Committee ;  that  another  port  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Asoirs;  and  that 
another  portion  fairly  belonged  to  the  Military 
Committee.  There  was  another  portion  of  this 
Message,  which  illiutrated  an  opinion  which  Mr. 
II.  had  long  entertained.  He  hod,  for  a  long 
time,  con^dered  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in 
the  standing  cummitteea,  and  that  another  ongbt 
to  he  added  to  those  which  already  existed  in 
the  Senate.    A  committee  to  decide  tipoa  nl! 

Saestions  between  the  States  and  the  United 
tstes,  would,  he  thought,  be  a  Tolnable  ad- 
dition ;  and  it  wonld  very  properly  receive  the 
name  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  States.  He 
would  only  say,  that  he  was  sorry  any  collision 
should  take  place  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  any  of  the  State  Governments; 
and  a  question  of  such  a  natare  ought  rather  to 
be  referred  to  a  select  than  a  standing  committee. 

Hr.  BsSTOK  observed,  that,  en  the  first  hear- 
ing of  the  Message,  he  bad  thought  the  ja- 
diciory  Committee  a  proper  reference;  but,  on 
further  consideration  of  the  various  qaestions 
involved  in  that  document,  he  was  disposed  to 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Gleorgio,  that 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  He  would,  therefore,  with- 
draw the  motion  be  had  made. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place;  when 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Uabbibos,  to  lay  the  Message 
on  the  table,  was  negatived — 18  to  26. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bkbriks 
to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  was 
then  put,  and  carried. 

[The  following  additional  dooQments  on  this 
anbject  were  communicated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Statesj  on  a  subsequent  day,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 
To  tit  StaaU  tmi  Smae  qf  RepraaOa^tii  ^  tie 
United  Statu  : 
'  Washisotom,  iAF^.,  ISST. 

I  oonununloate  to  CongieM  copieaef  a  letter  Ihiiii 
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the  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  received  skon 
taj  Ueasage  of  the  Ctb  inslont,  and  of  caclaearct 
receired  with  it,  further  coii£rni([ire  of  tbe  lad* 
stated  in  tbat  MeiSKge. 

JOHN  QULN'CY  ADAIE. 
ExKconVB  Detabthknt,  Gboboti, 
UiHtdgniOi,  illijanmry,  1S27. 

Sib  :  As  the  oIHcers  of  Oeergio,  engaged  in  the 
elocution  of  their  duties  near  to  iU  vestern  bouD> 
dary,  by  order  of  the  Lcgislalive  and  Eiecullie 
■uchoritj  of  the  State,  have  niCercd  frcqacnl  la- 
temiptiun  from  the  Indiana  of  (he  Creek  nitioo, 
accompanied  by  loilignities  and  liuults  sufficieiitlj 
oggravalod,  and  are  Still  thrcatcacd  with  others  of 
more  violent  and  outrageous  choraclcr;  and,  ts 
(here  is  reason  to  believe  that  your  Agent  ot  Jaiiiin 
AKirs  is  the  prime  morcr  and  instigator  ef  (h« 
same,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  lay  bcrora  jou  tbe 
enclosed  papers  in  support  of  that  belief,  sad  to  oik 
tbe  favor  of  you  (o  Inform  me  If  that  officer  is  so 
acting  by  your  authority,  or  viih  yoarsanctioa  aed 
counlcnonce.  It  may  be  thought  palciul  eDOUEh 
tbat  the  Unlled  Slates,  whose  undoubted  riglit  it  is, 
shall  enter  into  controversy  with  Gcorfriaon  (he  n- 
lidily  of  treaties,  and  the  lawfulness  of  boundlrie^ 
trespasses  committed  on  the  one  aide,  or  right  oE 
sovereignty  violated  on  the  other,  trilb  the  remedial 
or  redreasivc  measures  demanded  by  either. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  Preudent  wodd 
transfer  the  aovereign  attributes  to  a  subolteni 
agent,  much  less  that  he  would  delegate  them  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  for  inssK 
to  their  public  functionaries,  for  invasion  of  their 
Territorial  rights,  and,  finally,  for  bloodshed 

Jf  these  powers  have  been  insolently  assumed  by 
such  subaltern,  for  such  purposes,  it  b  not  foitn 
Governor  of  Qeorgia  to  dictate  to  tbe  President  tb* 
measures  which  ought  to  follow,  as  well  m  vindica' 
tioo  of  the  honor  of  tbe  United  Slates,  as  in  repon- 
tion  of  the  wronga  done  to  Georgia.  The  Fremdol 
is  competent  to  judge  them,  and  the  Gorenw 
doubts  not  his  willingness  to  judge  them  rigbdj. 
With  great  cooaidcntlOQ  and  reapecC, 

G.  M.  TKOUP. 

Tbi  Pusidimt  01  THi  Ufited  SraTEs. 
Capg  ^  a  leOtr  fnm  Wilty  WUiianu  to  (htavK 
Troup. 
lliB  DianucT,  Cinaoi.  Cotmr, 
Jimm-T/  22d,  1S3I. 

Si« :  I  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  have  beet 
able  to  complete  my  survey  without  troubling  yon, 
or  being  troubled  by  the  Indians,  but  in  tbisl  fasia 
been  deceived.  Eight  or  ten  lusty  feUows  rode  vp 
to  my  camp  lost  night,  with  a  letter,  written  bj 
Crowell,  and  sigued  by  several  CbieDs,  and  orderfd 
me  to  desist  from  surveying  the  Une  on  the  lett 
side  of  the  new  treaty  line.  Mr.  Sogers,  who  sur- 
veys the  ointb  dldtrict,  and  who  wilt  be  tbe  beuer 
of  this,  was  broken  up  by  them  yesterday.  ?•• 
will  know  best  vbat  measures  to  pursue  in  regard  to 
the  affair,  but  if  the  survey  proceeds,  a  proiecdon 
must  be  afforded  us,  and  tbot  must  be  suSldenl  to 
prouct  the  wbole  frontier  line,  ftom  tbe  inter- 
section  of  the  Cherokee  line  with  the  Stale  Sae, 
to  Uiller's  Bend.  There  is  about  one-fourtb  d 
my  district  that  lies  west  of  BriKht's  line,  and ' 

resterday  completed  my  mori^an  lines  through  il- 
shatl,  to-day,  commence  my  travarae  lines,  b^ 
,  after  mature  reflection,  I  cannot  feel  myself  «h  » 
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enmng  Bright'a  line  kt  premnt,  but  ihall  provei 
to  snrTef  that  port  vhich  lies  t^t  of  the  hue,  u 
when  I  un  done,  I  shatt  make  the  atumpt  to  survi 
ths  bduice.  I  hope  by  that  time,  however, » tuf 
dent  protection  will  be  afforded.  Ur.  Bogen  ei 
better  iufbrm  you  tfaui  I  can  b;  writing. 
Touts,  NspectftiUT, 

WiLET    WlLLIAKfl. 

CwsncITijioa,  Jan.  12,  1827. 
lb  A*  SurMfon,  raming  Ihe  land  Wat  ifUialmeof 
tAtlalt  TVm^; 

OfBTLEmn : — We,  the  undcrri^ed  Cldeft  «nd 
Bead-men  of  the  Creek  nation,  haviog  learnt,  with 
neat  reetet,  that  joit  are  engaged  in  aurreying  the 
&nds  WeBt  of  tbe  hne  of  the  late  treaty,  and  which 
was  Dot  ceded  by  that  treaty,  «a  have  ^ain  to  rc- 
qnrat  and  demand  of  yon,  ia  the  moat  friendly 
tenns,  that  yon  will  de^t  from  stretching  a  chain 
orer  any  of  our  lands,  not  ceded  by  the  said  treaty ; 
we  flattered  ourwlves,  and  we  had  a  right  to  believe, 
the  Btipulatimu  of  that  treaty  would  have  been 
tHendly  otMwrTcd  by  nil  parties  concerned,  and  that 
our  fortner  differences  with  our  n^ghbon,  the  Geor- 
gian*, would  have  been  finally  settled,  and  that  we 
Toold,  in  Chture,  live  in  tbe  strictest  friendship  in 
■n  our  intercourse.  We  are  determined,  on  onr 
part,  not  to  do  an  act  that  oan  be  calculated  to 
gire  offence,  but  are  right,  and  we  hope  they  will 
b*  mpected.    We  are  your  ftiends. 

Sfned  by  Utile  Prince,  Oakfusky  Tohoto,  Bpar- 
ner  Tuilnugg  Hargo,   Eaetichorco  Chopco,  Wigas 
Horge,  Cocha  Hodgo,  Cbarchus  Micne. 
Ccpf  of  a  leltar  front  Jama  A.  Ragen,  Dittriti  Sur- 

ttjor,  to  GvxraoT  Tnup,  Jaaaivy  23, 1827. 
His  Bxckllrvct,  Gotebnor  Tboup  : 

Sia :  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  an  tostru- 
ment  of  writing,  which  uas  handed  to  me  by  a  par- 
cel of  Indiana,  on  the  2Ist  insUmt ;  and,  after  I  t«ad 
tbe  letter,  they  demanded  of  me  my  compass,  which 
I  had  to  snrrender  to  them,  but  afl^r  a  few  minutes, 
Ihey  agreed  to  give  me  back  my  compiss,  and 
would  coRM  with  me  over  the  new  Treaty  line, 
which  they  did,  and  threatened  me  very  Mvere  if  I 
should  be  canght  over  Bright's  line  again,  a  surrey- 
log.  I  hare  come  on  to  Mcintosh's  old  place,  and 
have  stopt  my  bands  until  I  hear  from  70U.  If  you 
intend  to  give  mo  assistaoce,  I  hope  you  will  take 
the  earilest  measure  to  get  it  to  me,  as  provision  is 
scarce,  and  my  hands  uneasy  to  go  home.  As  to 
the  number  of  men  it  will  take  to  guard  me,  I  am 
Bniblo  to  say — my  situation  is  this;  Tliere  is 
three  settlements  of  Indiana  in  my  District  that 
bare  in  them  about  ten  men ;  and  in  two  miles,  on 
the  Alabama  side,  there  is  a  large  town  that  I  am 
told  have  from  forty  to  fifty  warriors  in  it,  which 
Is  to  be  placed  on  the  new  treaty  line  as  spies,  and 
prevent  ths  land  from  being  surveyed ;  and,  as  for 
fiirther  informadon,  I  will  refer  you  to  U^or  Pana- 
more,  the  bearer  of  this  express,  and  who  wsa  with 
me  when  the  Indians  stopt  me. 
Yours,  Ac,, 

JAMES  A.  ROGERS,  D.  a 

Qto.  il.  TeOUp,  Gotermr  efOtergia. 

WEi»rB8t>AT,  February  t. 

The  Coloniiation  Society. 

Ur.  CnAHBBKS  presented  the  memoriol  of  the 

Cotoaixadon  Society,  atatiog  tito  object  of  the 


society,  and  its  progress,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress sboidd  extend  to  tliem  each  assistance  as 
It  may,  m  its  wisdom,  think  proper.  Mr.  0. 
moved  its  reference  to  a  Special  Comnuttce, 
The  nietDorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Eatnb  Biud  he  seized  the  very  moment 
when  this  qnestion  was,  for  the  first  time,  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  to  enter  his  protest  against 
the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to  appro- 
priate the  money  of  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  establiabLDg  roloues  alrood,  or  of  tran^ftort- 
ing,  at  the  pnblio  expense,  any  portion  of  thd 
inhabitants  of  this  conntrj  to  tiie  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, or  elsewhere.  At  the  very  threshold,  he 
denied  the  conatitntional  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment BO  to  act ;  and  if  they  hod  the  power,  he 
should  still  deny  the  policy,  justice,  and  Ln- 
manity,  of  such  proceeding.  The  petition  of 
the  Colonisation  Society,  which  bad  been  jnst 
read,  colls  upon  this  Uonse  to  do  two  things, 
neither  of  which  could  be  done,  withoot  an  en- 
tire departure  from  the  fundamental  principles 
and  settled  policy  of  tliis  country.  They  pro- 
pose,— 

let.  That  the  United  States  shall  appropriate 
money  to  transport  to  the  coast  of  Africa  free 
persons  of  color,  "  and  snch  others  as  the  hu- 
manity of  individDale  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stotea  may  hereafter  liberate."  And, 

2d.  That  the  United  States  should  take  into 
their  own  hands,  and  under  their  own  govern- 
ment and  protection,  the  colony  which  tliis  so- 
ciety has  established  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

With  regard  to  the  first  object,  (said  Mr.  II.,) 
I  snbmit  that  it  only  relates  to  a  subject  viiti 
which  the  Federal  Government  can  have  noth- 
ing to  do,  but  which  it  will  be  extremely  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  meddle  with.  It  is  not  fts 
me  to  admonish  this  Uonse  of  the  impolicy,  in- 
justice, and  danger,  of  tonching  a  subject  with 
which  the  feelings  and  interests  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  Union  are  so  closely  connected.  Oa 
this  topic,  however,  (on  which  I  always  touch 
with  extreme  relucUnce,)  I  shonld  not  now  en- 
large. I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  however, 
that,  of  all  the  extrnvagBnt  schemes  that  have 
yet  been  devised  in  this  country,  I  know  of 
none  more  wild,  impracticable,  or  mischievous, 
than  this  of  colonization  ;  and  should  a  fair  oc- 
casion ever  present  itself  I  shall  make  good  this 
assertion.  Avoiding,  however,  that  unpleas- 
ant topic,  I  will  bring  the  attention  of  the  Son- 
ate  to  the  great  political  question  presented  by 
this  petition — that  of  establishing  Colonies 
abroad ;  and  I  wilt  ask  the  Senate  if  a  qnestion 
of  graver  character,  or  of  greater  magnitude^ 
could  possibly  be  submittod  to  their  considera- 
tion I  And  I  will  put  it  to  them  to  say,  wheth- 
er they  are  now  prepared  even  to  entertain 
BQch  a  onestion  ?  I  do  not  know  to  what  part 
of  the  history  of  the  world  we  are  to  look  for 
or^monts  in  favor  of  the  colonial  system.  Col- 
onies, we  had  been  taught  by  the  ezperienoe 
of  other  countries,  and  especially  of  England, 
had  been,  at  all  Wmes,  the  fruitful  source  of 
wars,  of  iijjustioe,  and  of  oppresdon.   They  were 
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a  cnrse  not  onlj  to  the  colonies  themselves,  bat 
also  to  the  mother  coimtTy.  If,  then,  the  colo- 
Dial  policy  had  been  fatal  to  other  nstions,  what 
argument  conld  possiblj  be  urged  in  favor  of 
its  odoptioD,  at  this  Ume,  bj  ns,  vrhose  habits, 
institutions,  and  fundamentBl  principles,  oppose 
an  almost  insuperable  bar  to  ul  foreign  coimec- 
tions  and  alliances  whatever!  Bat  when  it  is 
proposed  that  we  should  not  only  depart  from 
these  habits  and  principles,  bat  tiiat  we  should 
establish  a  colony  of  rade  and  untutored  people 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the 
continent  of  Africa,  the  proposition  needs  but 
to  be  stated,  to  moke  its  extravagance  apparetit. 
Even  this,  however,  is  not  the  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  I  feel  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  press 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  will 
show,  from  the  official  documents  before  us, 
that,  whether  it  be  tiie  o^eot  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  or  not,  the  e^t  of  their  engaging 
the  assistance  of  the  United  States  at  this  time, 
in  behalf  of  their  Ill-advised  and  ill-fated  colo- 
ny, must  be  to  engage  this  conntry  in  a  war 
with  the  native  tribes  on  that  continent,  and  to 
involve  us  in  serious  difficulties  with  other  na- 
tions. It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  but 
I  have  the  evidence  of  the  fact  now  before  me, 
that  the  ogenta  of  this  Colonization  Society,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  peacofal  pursuits,  are  engaged  in  warlike  en- 
terprises ;  that  tlie  colony  bos  been  organized 
into  military  corps;  and  that,  under  their  gal- 
lant leader,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ashmnn,  they 
have  made  war  npou  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French,  aa  well  as  on  the  natives ;  that  they 
have,  with  force  and  arms,  invaded  find  broken 
tip  several  escablishmenta,  have  made  numerous 
captives,  and,  in  short,  are  proceeding,  as  all 
snch  colonies  always  will  proceed,  with  a  high 
hand,  to  extend  their  influence  and  power  by 
ttie  sword.  In  proof  of  these  assertions,  I  beg 
leave  to  torn  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
documents  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  Navy 
Department,  during  the  present  session.  In 
these  documents,  will  be  found  a  correspond- 
ence between  Dr.  Ashmun,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  (and  Superintendent  of 
their  coloDy  at  Monrovia,)  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  ham  which  I  will  now  read  a  few 
passages.  In  a  letter  fWim  Dr.  Ashmun  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Cape  Uesurado, 
Oct.  14,  18SG,  he  states,  in  substance,  that  the 
Spanish  schooner  Ciorido,  owned  by  several 
merchants  of  Havana,  and  regularly  docu- 
mented, had  arrived  in  Liberia  Bay,  in  July, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  slaves  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  a  town  to  the  northword,  belonpng  to 
a  man  named  Yellow  Will,  and  "snbject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  King  Bristol  " — that  an  English 


brig,  the  Tom  Cod,  also  arrived  in  Octobci 

tnd  the  Spanish  schooner  having  ~ 

chor,  her  crew  went  on  board  of  the  English 


brig,  and  forcibly  took  av:ay  an  anchor  and 
other  articles;  in  conse<inence  of  which  nnlaw- 
ta\  acts,  he  {Dr.  Ashman)  liaving  received  the 
testimony  of  six  individuala,  determined  to  cap- 


ture the  Spaniah  vessel,  and  obti^ned  of  Cq>r 
tain  Potter,  (the  English  Gmtain,)  tlie  use  of 
his  brig  for  that  purpose.  Dr.  Ashmnn  then 
proceeds  to  give  the  following  account  of  the 
expedition ; 

"  The  militiiry  of  this  colony  is  organized  into  a 
corps  of  Independent  InlWnlry,  consisting  oftliirtj- 
lii  young  men,  and  a  corps  of  Artillerists,  consist- 
ing of  forty-eighL  Froifl  the  former  I  msde  a  re- 
quisition of  twenly-five  men,  to  act  under  Captain 
James  C.  Bitrbour,  their  commander,  uid  [heir 
other  officers.  T*entj-lwo  Artilleriatg,  under  Ca.pt. 
F.  James,  the  commanding  officer  of  their  corps,  mt 
my  requeat,  volunteered  to  attend  me  on  board  the 
Tom  Cod.  I  then  gave  Captain  Barbour  written 
instructions  to  proceed  the  same  evening  wilb  fais 
force,  takine  two  days'  provirions,  10  the  mouih  at 
the  St.  Fiol's  ;  sending  one  (Uvision  by  Ihe  Stock- 
ton, in  boats,  and  conducting  tfae  oilier  along  the 
beach,  encamp  at  the  place  of  rendcivous  till  day- 
light on  the  eighth,  and  then  advance  by  the  beach 
upon  Digbv,  awaitinf;  further  orders,  whiiJi  1  was  to 
send  him  from  the  brig.  Bnt,  should  the  brig,  by 
any  accident,  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  pirates,  or 
pursue  her  out  to  sea,  he  vas  to  seize  upon  (he  fac- 
tory at  Yellow  Will's,  and  make  the  beet  of  fain  way 
back  with  tbo  piisoners,  sluves,  and  property,  cap- 
tured in  it.  In  this  young  officer's  prudence  ajid 
intrepidity,  and  in  the  eiact  discipline  and  firmneai 
of  bis  men,  I  knew  I  could  entirely  conEde.  With 
the  twenty-two  vohmtcera  under  CapL  James,  I 
went  DO  board  the  Tom  Cod  at  i  o'clock,  takinr 
along  two  carriage  guns,  and  a  suitable  provJFioD  M 
ammunition,  belouglng  to  the  agencj.  Of  these 
brace  fellows,  eight  bad,  on  two  former  occaciona, 
fought  at  Jay  lide  for  nearly  llirce  hours,  in  our 
bloody  conflicts  with  the  nativcB ;  and  I  knew  they 
would  all  follow  wherever  it  might  be  necessary  for 
me  to  lead  tbem.  Their  number  was  greater  than 
the  crew  of  the  Spaniard  by  aii  men,  and  oof 
weight  of  metal  coosiderablj  superior;  so  that 
there  is  little  doubt  bad  we  failen  in  with  the  [Mrate, 
that  she  must  have  been  taken.  But  it  was  not  our 
lot  to  engage  him.  During  the  night  I  hud  brought 
the  brig  to  the  windward  of  Dlgby,  upon  which  ve 
bore  down,  under  the  American  flag,  at  daylight  on 
the  maroiDg  of  the  eighlh,  ready  for  actioa.  The 
morning  was  thicli,  and  it  was  not  until  half-paot 
one  o'clock  that  T  was  able  to  ascertain  the  absence 
of  the  Clarida;  whom,  1  afterwards  learned,  had 
not  commanicated  with  the  shore,  nor  been  seen 
from  Disby,  uncc  the  robbery  of  the  brig.  Captain 
Barbour's  divisioa  having  now  arrived,   I  landed 


to  return  to  Uesurado  ;  and,  at  a  few  n 
nine,  entered  Yellow  Will's  town;  but  found  the 
(aclorj  abandoned,  and  the  slaves  and  nearly  all 
the  property  gone.  I  soon  learned  that  the  whole 
had  been  conTeved  across  Poor  Bivct,  a  broad  and 
deep  stream,  which  has  iU  course  parallel  with  this 
part  of  the  const,  and  at  only  two  mites  distance 
from  it.  Messengers  were  immediately  despatched 
to  King  Bristol  and  Will,  conveying  my  friendly 
assurances ;  but  indating  on  the  immediate  delivery 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  alt  the  slaves  and  pn^Krty 
belonging  to  the  factory  into  my  handa.  In  reply, 
I  was  openly  Infonued,  that  both  refused  to  comply 
with  tbe  demand,  but  a»iurcd  secretly,  by  one  of 
the  head  men,  that  the  King  was  willing  to  see  me 
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Kin  upon  the  concent,  provided  the  business 
enuld  ba  m>  nunaged  u  to  nre  the  ■ppetnnce  of 
tmdier;  to  tbeir  costomcra,  on  tho  port  of  himBelf 
ud  bil  people.  I  percelred  the  foroe  and  Intention 
of  this  hiiit  *.t  once,  uid  took  mjr  taeuiues  kccord- 
iuj^j.  After  a  penonal  ialerrleir  with  Bristtd  uid 
Wilt  I  Tctumed,  and,  utith  twelre  men,  croimag 
the  PoorBiier  in  a  imall  canoe,  wtdch  eonld  can? 
hot  fnr  men  at  a  time,  aoon  obtained  poaaesdon  of 
the  ^aoiards,  at  a  town  titnated  a  short  diatanco 
from  that  in  which  the  wreck  of  tho  ^oUaj  waa 
wncekleiL  In  the  meui  time,  I  had  perfectly  In- 
fbrmed  mjaelf  of  the  exact  Btate  of  the  concern  at 
that  time.  Two  of  tha  four  Bpanlards  left  ashore 
■rra  ilL  Oo«di  of  the  valoe  of  ninaty  bUtcs  bad 
been  already  adnnced  to  tbo  country  dealers,  on 
which  onlj  fourteen  had  yet  been  received  at  the 
Ekiotj .  Good*  equal  In  Talue  to  about  six  hundred 
doUin  Mdj,  remained  in  the  faotor;  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ei^th,  when,  in  the  oonfiudon  caused  by 
lbs  akrm  at  dajU^t,  nearlj  the  whole  had  &t1en 
iato  tho  hands  of  the  country  people ;  who,  under 
the  color  of  aarfrttng  tho  Spaniards  to  secure  their 
goods,  had  carried  them  oC  But  the  fourteen 
riara  had  been  preserved.  Kona  of  the  four  Span- 
iard* itoir  In  m  J  custody  were  on  board  the  Clarida 
«t  (be  lime  of  her  commiitinK  tho  piracy  ou  the 
Uth,  DOT  bad  cammnniaited  with  her  since  that  act, 
■nd  there  waa  not  even  presumptive  proof  that  tho 
diancter  of  the  vaBscl  was  piratical,  by  the  laws  of 
^KJn,  previoQs  to  the  perpetrution  of  the  robbery 
of  that  dale.  The  slaves  and  all  the  property  re- 
Baioiiw,  were  mrreDdered  into  m^  hands  by  tho 
male,  Zonsle,  at  Ibree  o'clock,  «a  the  dIdOi,  and 
Iha  four  Bpaniarda  discharged  from  custody,  on  tbe 
gtooads  JDst  stated.  A  part  of  the  goods,  as  per 
tbe  aeeompaaying  statement,  amounting  to  forty- 
three  doUais,  irai  restored  to  the  mate,  for  the 
tnrposs  of  sabtdstiDg  bimself  and  bil  companiona, 
till  an  iw>OTtuii!ty  should  offer  to  take  passage  for 
Has  other  part  of  the  world.  After  several  other 
deductions  lor  expcnge,  *■  per  tha  same  atatomeot, 
Ibe  teddoe,  amounting  to  ninety-one  dollars  and 
fitly  cents,  was  equally  divided  between  the  caplon 
and  the  Dnited  States.  A  quantity  of  spars,  bo- 
knging  to  the  scboouer,  found  at  Will's  place,  were 
burnt,  and  the  lice  eottected  at  tho  factory,  which 
could  not  be  conveniently  brought  off,  was  dlstiib- 
Med  among  the  Datives." 

Thus  ends  tbo  bpUetln  of  the  flrat  expedition 
of  tbe  Rev.  I>r.  Ashmiin,  nhich  resulteo,  oawe 
hire  seen,  in  tJie  invasion  of  the  territoTT  of 
King  Bri^l,  the  forcible  possession  of  Yellow 
Tills  town  for  forty-eight  hours;  the  capture 
ot  five  SpaniArda,  nnd  all  the  eloves  and  proper- 
^  belonging  to  tbeir  factory ;  tbo  destruction 
of  a  quantity  of  spora  belonging  to  tbe  schooner, 
ind  of  the  rice  collected  at  the  factory,  withont 
■ny  other  object,  except  to  ponisb  &  Spanish  ves- 
sel and  to  prevent  her  from  carrying  on  a  trade 
ssDcUoned  by  the  lows  of  Spain. 

The  next  military  expedition  Is  related  in 
Dr.  Ashmun's  letter  to  the  BecratAry  of  the 
Ssvy,  dated  Cape  Kesnrado,  October  2Bth, 
1826,  in  which  he  states,  in  anhstance,  that, 
having  received  information  that  certain  Blave& 
destined  for  tbe  Spanish  8<^ooner,  were  secreted 
■t  a  French  fkctory,  on  the  St.  Paul's,  he  nnder- 
took  a  mtUtary  expedition  agdnst  that  place, 
Vou  1X^30 


which  he  entered  in  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  took  six  prisoners.  This  bulletin  con- 
cluded in  the  following  triomphant  style : 

"  The  whole  party  ra  turning,  arrived  at  Honrovla, 
in  safety,  after  a  moat  fatiguing  expedition  of  twenty- 
five  hours ;  in  which  all  except  myself  and  a  guard 
of  SBven  men  only,  includiug  the  bMtmen,  had,  with- 
out sleep,  performed  a  forced  march  of  thirty-&ve 
miles,  Um>ugh  a  pathless  country,  of  which  one- 
half  was  traversed  in  the  depth  of  night,  and  the 
other  under  tha  full  power  of  an  African  sun.  It 
gives  ma  Measure  to  add,  that  such  a  cheerful  leal 
m  the  cause  of  African  cmandpation  animates  this 
Ltlle  corps,  that  not  a  murmur  of  impatience  was, 
during  the  whole  time,  beard  in  the  ranks.  So 
inured  are  tbe  men  to  the  climate  of  th«r  adopted 
country,  that  not  an  tniUvidual  has  suffered  in  Us 
health  from  the  extreme  exposure  and  fatinia  of 
the  expedition ;  and,  in  such  handsome  military 
style  was  the  affair  conducted,  that  the  very  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  through  which  the  route  of  the 
party  lay,  were  scarcely  apprised  of  the  movoment, 
before  its  tormiuOlon,  in  the  return  of  the  peojde 
to  their  homes." 

It  has  been  eaid  of  certidn  animals,  that, 
when  they  have  once  tasted  of  blood,  thev  will 
be  satisfied  with  no  other  food.  And  thus  it 
was  with  the  reverend  and  gallant  leader  of 
the  colony  of  Uonrovia.  His  appetite  once 
whetted  with  what  he  calls,  "  his  blood);  con- 
flicts of  nearly  three  hoars  with  the  natives," 
and  his  "  zenl  once  excited  in  the  oanse  of  Afri- 
can emancipation,"  he  appears  restless  and  dl»- 
aatisfied  when  not  engaged  in  martial  enter- 

The  Bulletin  of  the  next  expedition,  is  doted 
Oope  Mesnrado,  Dec.  8, 18SS,  and  rehites  the 

Krtioniars  of  the  capture  and  destmction  of  a 
ench  Slave  Factory,  on  the  8t  Panl's,  five 
miles  (direct  distance  )  team  the  Cape.  The 
occasion  of  this  eroeditton  is  stated  to  be  that 
"  five  of  the  men  llbemted  at  DIghy,  Impelled 
by  an  innate  love  of  coontry,  had  absented  from 
the  establishment," — and  it  seems  had  been  ta- 
ken up  and  detained  at  this  French  fiaetory. 
As  the  letter  is  shorl:,  I  will  read  the  whtde  of, 
iL 

"U.  S.  AoDicT  roR  RicuntBtD  AnucAKS, 
"  CVpc  JffwnHJP,  Jke.  BlA,  1825. 
"Sm:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  state  that  another 
'  nnforeseen  occnrrenee  has  placed  at  my  ^sposa] 
the  large  additional  nmnbcr  of  ninety-nine  AMcans, 
whom  I  caused  to  be  released  from  thdr  irons  this 
morning  at  eight  o'clock ;  and  whom  I  judge  to  ba 
proper  objects  of  the  beneficent  prorision  made  by 
the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  for  persona 
liberated  from  illegal  bondage,  under  the  Uvs  for 
lappresslng  the  slave  trade.  Oa  the  fourth  of  No- 
vemtier.  four  of  the  man  liberated  at  Digby  on  the 
ninth  of  the  preceding  month,  impelled  by  that  In- 
nate lova  of  country,  which  none  of  tha  vidsKlQClea 
of  life  can  extinguish  in  tho  human  bosom,  deserted 
from  the  eitabllahment,  passed  the  Uesarado  Blvcr, 
■ad  disappeared  in  the  boundless  voody  region 
which  extends  to  an  unknown  distance  in  the  inte- 
rior. Knowing  that  if  not  apeedll];  brought  book, 
they  must  inevitably  terminate  their  desperate  en* 
ter^lse  in  hopeless  alavery,  I  hadnGOtine,  wilboot 


;   COO^^IC 


Seuhc] 


ABBIDOHBNT  OV  XHE 


delnj,  to  everr  meaiu  for  their  rocOTcrj  which  prom- 
ised to  Bucceed,  but  to  no  purpose.  lotelligeiice 
of  their  desertion,  with  the  offer  of  ■  reir«rd  for 
their  rostoratioD,  wsi  immediktelj  convejed  to  the 
diStrcnt  tribea  ia  frieDdl<r  correapoDdence  with  the 
wttlement,  bat  no  Information  WM  b*d  of  tb«  ftigi- 
tJTca,  before  the  fifth  inKant,  when  I  ree^Tsd, 
from  a.  touree  entllled  to  oredlt,  IntdUgenea  that 
tbiee  of  thrfr  rnunber  bad  be«n  redooed  to  ikTerj 
aod  loaded  with  ohaina  at  the  FMnch  Blave  Taotor;, 
on  the  St.  PanTi,  fire  mile*  (direct  diltance)  &om 
the  Cape.  On  the  nonung  of  the  eiitb,  I  de- 
qtatched  three  wen  to  demand  the  denrten  in  the 
name  of  the  United  Blatcs ;  and  to  Inquire  br  what 
ineaiu  the;  had  (klien  Into  tlie  hande  of  the  factore. 
The  demand  wM  eraelTel;  re^d  to,  but,  In  answer 
to  the  inquiry,  It  waa  stated  that  two  fVeDchmeo, 
a^nte  resident  at  the  Factory,  had  bought  them. 
I  then  inatrocted  the  tneaiengera  char^  with  the 
order,  to  repeat  it ;  thej  did  so,  but  with  no  other 
effect  than  to  draw  from  the  two  factora  a  written 
declaration  of  their  purpoM  to  detain  the  peo^ 
Indefinite!;.  Finding  tlw  reeoTerr  of  tiie  B>en  bj 
mere  rational  method*  too  doubtful  to  juitify  anj 
farther  delay,  which,  as  a  French  schooner  «u 
Ijing  near,  rMdj  to  recelre  Blavee,  might  auhject 
them  to  be  transported  in  a  very  few  hours  forerer 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  GoTernment  of  the  United 
States,  aod  obliged  to  regard  the  ground  taken  by 
the  Factory  aa  that  of  virtual  deSance,  which  justi- 
fied, from  a  growing  concerD,  founded  In  ararice 
and  ioiqulty,  the  apprehension  of  ercntaal  conee- 
queacce  fatal  to  the  beneTolent  objects  of  this 
Agency,  I  had  no  hesitatiott  la  resotring  npon  the 
DDpIcatant  duty  of  foreibly  BabTertins  the  establish- 
ment altogether.  Captain  JameaC.  Barbour,  of  the 
Infantry,  with  eighteen  men,  was  accordingly 
eharged,  la«t  night  at  nine  o'clock,  with  the  aecom- 
lilishment  of  tua  aervioe.  Two  l>oahi  wwe  pro- 
Tided,  hi  wlueh  tht*  littl«  foice  anbarked  at  two 
o'clodc  (hi*  morning.  Ascending  the  Stockton, 
Ihey  arrired  on  the  &.  FauT*  at  daybreak ;  twenty 
minute*  afterward*  the  men  were  landed  at  the  Fac- 
tory. In  ten  minutes  the  slavey  to  the  number  of 
forty-three  men,  thirteen  women,  and  forty-three 
children  of  both  seiea,  ^n  all  ninety-nine,)  were  in 
the  Gostody  of  the  officer,  and  In  full  march  along 
the  beach  for  Monrovia.  The  boats  receircd  the 
InTalids  and  feeblest  of  the  children,  and  stood 
along  shore  at  noshet  shot  distance  abrean  of  the 
parly  advancing  by  land.  The  whole  anired  safely 
at  Ifonroria,  at  «ght  o'clock  the  same  morning, 
jo«t  irix  hours  after  the  setting  ontof  the  party,  and 
eleTen  only  after  the  first  intimatioo  given  lo  the 
officer  who  so  handsomely  conducted  It,  that  lie 
■ervhiea  would  tre  reqiured.  Of  these  people, 
ninety^eren  are  In  perfect  health,  two  only  in  a 
feeble  condition,  caused  apparently  by  i^orou* 
treatment    Keapeclfully,  ke, 

J.  isBttnti. 

"P.  8.  In  the  nomher  of  persona  rescued  are  in- 
doded  the  three  deserter*. 

"  The  Hon.  San  en.  L.  SoDTHinn, 
Stmlary  U.  3.  Xary,  WiuAaigtim  City,  If.  S.' 

Before  I  leave  these  letters,  I  must  notice 
one  or  two  other  points.  Dr.  ABhniiin  states, 
in  his  letter  of  28tb  October,  162S,  that  bo 
regarded  himself  as  nndonbtcdlj  possessed  of 
the  right "  to  control  the  purchase  of  the  ^hty 
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slaves  destined  for  the  Cloriila,"  oitd  that  he  had 
contracted  for  as  mou;  as  should  be  delivered 
to  him,  at  ten  dollars  per  head,  wliich  sam  be 
considers  himself  entitled  to  receive  for  the 
United  States,  twether  with  a  bounty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  of  them.  In  his  letter  of  2ad 
Jannary,  18SS  he  elates  that  the  nnmber  of 
slaves  captnred  in  three  expeditions,  were  130. 
"  They  have  nearly  completed,"  si^ s  he,  "  a  vil- 
lage, Ac.  Every  individual  of  their  nnmber  is 
!rfect  health,  and,  as  an  assemblage  of  rnde 
Ignorant  people,  gathered  out  of  nearly 
It;  different  tribes,  pursue  their  labor  with 
a  good  deal  of  spirit,  nnion,  and  success."' 

A  little  further  ou,  he  adds :  "  Bnt  at  pres- 
ent it  would  be  the  height  of  impmdcnce  to 
suffer  them  to  want  the  constant  guardianship 
of  their  soperintendents.  Several  have  already 
been  driven,  by  th>ur  fears,  to  attempt,  and  a 
few  have,  it  is  thoDg^t,  effected  their  eecape," 
&e.,  Ac 

In  Dr.  Ashmun'a  letter  of  llth  Deoembo', 
18&B,  he  states  "  that  the  French  fketors,  whose 
establishment  at  St.  Paul's  was  broken  np,  have 
announced  their  intention  to  appeal  to  their 
Government  for  redress." 

Now,  from  these  docnmenta,  Mr.  Freddent, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  colony  at  Monrovia,  un- 
der Dr.  Ashman,  have  made  war  upon  the 
Spaniards,  the  French,  and  the  natives— and 
it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  a  ;^rHeverance  in 
such  a  oonrse  of  conduct,  must  mevitahly  lead 
the  destruction  of  the  colony,  nnles*  the 
strong  arm  of  the  United  States  ahall  be  inter- 
posed to  rescue  them  from  the  natnral  eenae- 
qnenoes  of  their  rashnea*  and  folly.  It  ia  ex- 
pressly declared  by  Dr.  Ashmun,  that  "  he  has 
in  view  the  Introduction  of  a  meaaore,  on  the 
part  of  the  UiJted  Btates,  for  which  he  believes 
the  time  has  arrived,  and  of  which  the  ol^ect 
shall  be  entirely  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  native  authorities  along 
a  given  line  of  coast,  contiguona  to  the  agen- 
cy ; "  and  his  proceedings  are  doubtless  intended 
to  prepare  the  way  for  "  that  measure."  The 
prisoners  taken  and  pnt  to  labor  under  "  super- 
intendents,"  (or,  as  we  should  call  them,  ove^ 
seers,)  are,  doubtless,  found  to  bo  very  convt- 
nient  lulpt  in  a  colony  so  much  in  wantrf 

Shysical  strength,  and  prodncUvs  labor.  Ho 
onbt  they  are  treated  as  kindly  as  soch"* 
rode  and  ignorant  people"  onght  to  be;  bnt  so 
little  m-atitude  have  they  to  "  their  dcliverera," 
that  tney  are  only  prevented  from  "effecting 
their  escape,"  by  the  "  constant  guardianship  of 
their  superintendents." 

Let  it  not  be  said,  air,  that  the  Coloniutim 
Society  are  not  Justly  chargeable  with  these 
tmwarrantable  proceedings  on  the  part  of  thnr 
agent  They  have  sanctioned,  and  approved  of 
them.  It  is  true,  sir,  (and  I  am  aorry  to  be 
obliged  to  say  so,)  that  Dr.  Asbmnn  is  also  the 
agent  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1819,  for  transporting  captnred  Africans 
from  Uie  United  States  to  their  own  conntiy— 
an  act  which  never  anOiorized  the  slightest 
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oonneotion  with  anj  colonr  in  Africa,  bat 
which,  moBt  ouwarraDtabl;,  has  be«a  so  used. 
Of  Dr.  Ashmim's  conduct,  however,  our  Gov- 
emment  hi3  formally  disapproved.  The  See- 
retorj  of  the  Kkvj,  in  his  letter  of  10th  August, 
1826,  written  for  tlie  purpose  of  being  commn- 
nicated  to  Dr.  Aslnnun,  mya : 

"  Ehonld  it  ippear,  bereafler,  that  tOTne  of  the  re- 
O^itored  Afiicaoi  have  been  taken  to  Trade  town, 
•onftoed,  and  *en  aboat  to  be  sold  again  into  bUt- 
ei7,  and  that  Mr.  AAmun  vent  do  farther  than  was 
{bond  oeceMaiy  to  rescue  them,  bia  conduct,  aa  the 
•gentoftheGoTemment,  wiUnot  becODdemned.  So 
&r  ai  be  haa  acted  for  the  Colouiiatlon  Society,  in  r«- 
capluring  the  Colonista,  he  will  look  to  that  society, 
both  to  eiplaia  iiis  conduct,  and  boJustlQed  orcon- 
demoed  by  iL  The  same  remark  li  applicable  to 
the  preTiaus  cipeditioos.  So  br  fti  he  acted  as  the 
agent  of  tbe  Bocletv,  the  GoTcmment  does  not 
mean  to  interfere  with  his  responsibility  to  It.  But 
tbe  PreHSdcot  thioki  it  necessary  to  disapprove  of 
hli  conduct  in  those  expeditions,  so  far  u  he  has 
any  cooneotitm  with  tho  Government.  As  agent 
«f  the  ITnfted  Statea,  for  a  specified  otgect,  be  bad 
Dojuitiflable  canM  to  break  up  establishments  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  tlie  owners  of  the  Clarida,  or 
any  other  penons,  and  to  take  the  people  found 
there  to  the  ^eucj,  to  be  maintained  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  Our  Government,  In  catablistiing  the 
Agency,  had  one  object,  only,  in  view — to  provide 
a  place  to  which  Africans,  iUegallf  brought  into  tbe 
United  Stales,  or  lawfully  captured  by  our  cruiaen 
upon  tbe  ocean,  night  be  carried,  and  taken  care  of, 
luitil  tliey  could,  with  propriety,  be  restored  to  their 
own  country,  tribe,  or  nation.  It  has  not  intended  to 
anthorize,  nor  has  it  aulhorixed,  a  forcible  and  war- 
GkB  attack  upou  tho  citliena  or  subjects  of  any  na- 
tioo,  with  a  view  to  suppress  the  alave  trade,  or  to 
aecODiplish  any  other  objeot,  no  matter  bow  desir- 
able, to  advance  the  caoaa  of  humanity.  Tou  will, 
therefore,  furnish  to  Mr.  Ashmnn  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  that  be  may  iee  tbe  light  in  which  his  con- 
duct is  viewed  by  the  Government.  Ea  has  made 
a  claim  for  the  bounty  allowed  by  tbe  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  tho  act  of  £d  March,  1619  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  granted.  The  case  of  Africans  liber- 
ated from  their  captors  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  tliat  act. 
It  is  nodcrttood,  from  bis  several  letters,  that  about 
IfO  Africans  were  liberated.  In  his  various  expcdi- 
tioDK,  and  bronght  into  the  Agency,  and  are  now  i 
expense  there.  The  accounts  for  their  support 
tbb  time,  will  perliapa  be  paid ;  but  tbcy  must  cea 
to  t>e  a  charge  to  tbe  Qovenuneat,  and  restored 
tbeir  tribes  as  speedily  as  possible,  or  supported  in 
some  other  mode.  The  flind  devoted  to  thiaobject 
is  DOW  much  reduced,  and,  unless  increased  by 
Congress,  will  not  bear  a  continuance  of  the  bui 
den.  Should  captures  be  made  during  the  yeai 
recourse  must  be  bad  to  another  appropriation,  to 
ptable  tho  Department  to  comply  with  the  liiir. 
For  the  same  reason,  tbe  reward  of  ten  dollars, 
offered  by  bim  for  each  ncgro^ellvered,  is  not  ap- 
proved. It  was  not  prudent,  nor  anthoriied  by  Ids 
ioMrtictiana  ftom  the  GovemmenL" 

I  will  not  stop  to  comment  on  the  nice  dis- 
tinction here  token,  which  adopts  for  the  Gov- 
emment  all  the  lawful  acts  of  Dr.  Aahmnn,  and 
tltrowi  all  the  rest  otk  Qia  Colonizatioa  Societjr. 


But,  I  must  remark,  t^at  the  Booiet^  seem* 
very  willing  to  take  all  these  on  themsalvea : 
for,  at  tbe  celebrated  meeting,  at  which  this 
very  petition  had  ita  birth,  the  thanks  of  the 
Bocie^  were  tmanunonaly  given  to  Dr.  Aah- 
mun,  for  the  "  foitlifnlness,  zeal,  and  ability, 
with  which  he  haa  Mfilled  his  duties  as  agent 
of  the  eodetj;"  and  that,  too.  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  all  the  fiiots  which  I  have  no- 
ticed. 

And  now  the  question  arises,  Is  it  proper  for 
tbe  Senate  even  to  refer  to  a  committee,  or  to 
entertain,  for  a  moment,  this  petition,  em- 
bracing objects  so  important  and  so  qn<»tion- 
able,  and  coming  here  at  a  period,  and  under  - 
circnmstances,  wnioh  forbid  a  calm  and  delib- 
eraM  eiBminaiion  of  the  subject  I  For  my  own 
part^  I  oonfeas  the  claims  set  up  in  the  petition 
are  snch,  that  I  ahontd  at  no  time  be  willing 
even  to  consider  them.  The  mere  statement 
of  them  is  enough  for  van.  But,  if  gentlemen 
think  Dtherwiae — if  the^  ehonld  think  that  thb 
propotition  of  applying  the  national  funds  to 
transporting  colored  people  abroad,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  colony  m  Africa,  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  still  1  wonld  submit,  that  they 
ought  not'  to  bo  received  and  considered  at  this 
time.  The  eearion  boa  nearly  passed  awdy — 
but  two  weeks  more  remain.  This  subject  can- 
not be  finally  acted  on.  And  whjr,  there- 
fore, should  we  embarrass  ourselvea,  create 
needless  excitement,  and  waste  tlie  pr«cioiu 
time  of  this  Boose,  on  an  odious  and  most  un- 
profitable snlgectl  I  hope,  rir,  tbe  petition 
will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  I  shall  make  yon 
that  motion  as  soon  as  gentlemen,  who  naj 
desire  to  explajn  their  views,  shall  have  been 

Mr.  Ohaudlbb  Inquired  by  whom  the  me- 
morial was  signed ;  and,  on  eiaminotion,  it 
wail  fonnd  that  no  signatnre  was  attached  to  it. 

Ur.  £iNa  smd  be  believed  it  was  a  rule  of 
the  Senate,  that  a  member  must  present  a  me- 
morial or  petition  as  bis  own,  or  it  must  be 
signed  by  tne  petitioner  or  memorialist.  There- 
fore, if  the  gentleman  from  Uarjtand  did  not 
asaome  it,  he  did  not  see  how  tbe  Senate  could 
act  upon  it,  as  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
whence  it  came,  not  being  rigned, 

Ur.  CnaitBBRS  was  not  disposed  to  assume 
the  memorial  as  his  own ;  sdll,  be  considered 
that,  as  it  was  entitled  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  that  society  being 
well  known,  he  thought  it  sufficiently  plain 
whence  the  document  came.  In  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  Ur.  0.  could  give 
assurance,  that  this  actually  waa  the  memorial 
of  the  Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Bebmbk  said,  tho  objections  extended  a 
little  further.  It  waa  the  petition  of  a  body  of 
persons  who  had  really  no  le^  existence.  If 
it  had  been  the  petition  of  an  individual,  and 
the  member  preaenting  it  could  verify  his  hand- 
writing :  or,  if  the  individuals  forming  that  so- 
ciety had  placed  their  names  to  this  memorial, 
the  Senate  might  act  upon  it.    But  the  petition 
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of  no  hoij,  withont  » legal  existence^  conld  be 
■luUiiied  before  the  Senate. 
.  Jfr.  Obambxbs  uuwered  the  olijeotions  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  thought  that 
no  rule  of  the  Benate  ooght  to  exclude  anjr  citi- 
sen,  or  bodj  of  citiiena,  ft'Om  presenting  their 
Tishes  to  the  Senate,  nnlese  that  role  was  ex- 
erted for  some  naefbl  pnrpoee.  The  role  was 
made  to  preserve  the  Benate  from  deception, 
and  to  gnard  against  entertaining  petitions 
from  flcmona  q^pUcants.  But  it  waa  gnfficient 
if  the  petition  was  Touched  for,  and  the  Btjla 
in  whidt  it  was  worded  was  oneiceptionable. 
-  Ur.  SioTB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  in  commenting 
•  on  the  memorial,  observed,  that  it  waa  before 
the  Senate  without  any  solid  form.  It  was  a 
mere  name,  and  no  person  waa  designated  bj 
it,  to  whom  an  appropriation  might  be  given, 
■hould  CoDgreas  see  fit  to  make  it.  It  was  the 
dutjr  of  Congrese  to  know  who  to  refer  to,  and 
who  was  responsible :  bat  es,  in  this  matter, 
no  one  was  known,  and  as  privil^fes  or  dona- 
tions conld  not  be  granted  to  a  mere  naAe,  he 
thoaght  the  Senate  could  not  act  npon  the  me- 
morial. In  continuance,  he  gave  a  slight  glance 
at  the  historr  of  the  origin  and  the  progress  of 
the  society,  and  alladed  to  the  proceedings  at 
the  iate  meeting  in  the  Bepresentatives  Hall, 
at  which,  he  remarked.  It  had  been  stated  that 
the  object  of  the  society  was,  to  transport,  an- 
nnally,  to  Africa,  6,000  &ee  blacks,  which,  it 
was  aaid,  would  cost  1,040,000  dollars;  and 
this  was  to  be  giren,  although,  but  a  few  days 
riace,  they  ooula  hardly  afford  to  reduce  a  few 
hondred  thousand  dollara  on  the  Salt  tax. 
Bat  he  saw  another  o^eot  in  all  this,  which 
must  be  connected  with  the  colonization  of  the 
free  blacks,  and  which  he  did  not  wish  to  touch 
upon.  The  free  blacks,  he  thought,  would  be 
better  where  they  were,  than  to  send  them  to 
Africa,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  scheme. 
There  was  more  designed  by  this  application, 
than  appeared  on  the  face  of  it.  It  was  an  en- 
toriag  wedge,  which  he  should  oppose.  He, 
therubre,  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  m 
the  table. 

The  Cb^  then  observed,  that  it  would  rd'er 
the  Senate  to  a  rule  by  which  dtscnssion  waa 
prohibited  on  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the 
Chair.  It  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  be- 
fore. The  decision  of  the  Chair  was,  that  no 
petition  could  be  acted  upon,  unless  signed,  or 
written  in  the  presence  of  the  member,  or  un- 
less the  handwriting  was  averred  by  the  mem- 
ber presenting  it  Snch  was  the  nue  in  Jeffer- 
son's mannal. 

Mr.  Chikbkss  said  he  oould  not  take  it  npon 
himself  to  aver  it ;  and  (tSter  some  farther  con- 
versation on  the  snbject,) 

The  papers  were,  for  the  present,  withdnnm. 

Payment  for  Slate*  d^ortedhf/tAeSritiAdttr- 
inf  th«  laU  War. 
On  tnotJon  of  Vr.  Bbshiex,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlementof  claims  under  the  first 
article  of  the  Trea^  of  Qhent,  waa  taken  np, 


and  ha^ng  been  read  a  second  time,  its  objecta 
and  details  were  briefly  ex[dained  b;  Ur.  Bkb- 

Mr.  CEamiLXS  inquired  what  was  the  olfjeet 
of  the  nrovision  in  tiie  10th  eectjon,  in  rdatiou 
to  the  inTestment  of  the  fund  in  fonr  per  cent. 

Hr.  Eoufxa  observed  UtaL  as  it  wonld  be  a 
ooDsiderable  period  before  the  nun  would  be 
paid  to  the  claim&nts,  it  waa  ocmBidend  deaip- 
ona  that  the  mooejr  should  not  lie  nnproduo- 

Ur.  CHaMBEBS  observed  that  the  benefit  would 
be  derived  by  the  daimanta,  who  wonld  receive 
their  claims  with  interest 

Mr.  Kmo  olyected  to  the  power  given  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  InvM  themooeT' 
in  stock,  Rs,  when  the  claimants  came,  and  de- 
manded their  respective  amonnta.  where  wonld 
the  money  bet  It  would  be  invcMed:  and 
would  they  be  satisfied  to  receive  stock  I  The 
stock  might  at  that  time  be  depreciated;  and,  if 
they  took  it,  instead  of  b^g  gainers,  they  might 
lose  by  the  mveatment.  He  waa  feufbl  tl>at  the 
money  of  the  claimants  wonld  be  ewallawei)  up 
by  the  complicated  means  of  transacting  the 
business.  He  should  prefw  the  simple  process 
to  all  this  machinery ;  and  he  was  afraid  that 
three  Commissioners  with  salaries  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  Secretnry  and  Clerk, 
would  rather  impede  than  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  claimants. 

Mr.  EoLHEs  said  he  bad  ol^ected,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  to  ibe  Board  ot 
CominissioDera.  But  that  gentleman  propoeed 
no  other  method ;  and  how  then  ahould  the;' 
come  at  any  improved  model  The  mtaiey 
must  be  distributed,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
somebody  should  be  charged  with  that  dnt^. 
The  claimants  themselves  raalA  not  do  it;  and 
it  was  nlain  that  somebody  must  be  appointed. 
It  hnd  becD  proposed  in  the  committee,  to  ap- 
point but  one  Commissioner ;  but  the  qneetioa 
arose,  whether  the  ckimantH  would  be  soliffied 
with  the  decisions  of  one  Commissioner;  ilvraa 
thought  tliat  they  would  not,  and  it  waa  deemed 
better  to  appoint  three,  to  serve  for  two  yean. 
It  was  now  pretty  well  ascertained  that  the 
dntlea  of  the  Commission  wonld  last  about  two 
Tears;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the  money 
due  these  claimants,  and  now  in  the  Bank,  of 
the  United  Stete^  shall  lie  idle,  or  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  a  productive  numner;  whether  the 
United  States  shall  take  the  money,  and  pay  the 
claimants  four  per  cent  fortheuse  of  ](,<»■  shall 
invest  it  in  four  per  cent  atock  I  Of  course,  if 
the  claim&nts  are  not  hereafter  willing  to  ta^e 
the  stock,  the  United  States  wiU  pay  them  the 
money.  It  wiU  not  force  them  to  take  depr». 
cintcd  stock, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  had  no  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  United  States  the  partlea  in  a  petty  stock 
operation.  The  bill  was  to  give  the  clumants 
power  to  come  to  the  Treasury  and  claun  their 
dividends,  and  four  per  cent.  np«i  them.  Why 
WM  the  GoTeroment  to  be  mydved  in  thu 
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troablef  It  vas  never  dMie  to  merosatile 
claimants,  who  never  received  the  interest  on 
their  claims.  The  Government  did  not  want 
to  take  this  moDev  aa  a  loan ;  whf,  then,  vas 
this  provimon  made,  and  whj  vaa  it  propoeed 
to  make  a  verj  diffioolt  matter  of  one  that  waa 
clear  in  itaelf )  To  remove  this  difficoltv,  he 
vonlJ  more  to  strike  ont  the  lost  aeotioa  of  the 
bUI. 

»r.  Stimn  thought,  if  the  TTidted  States 
iranted  ttte  monev,  it  woold  be  perfectly  proper 
to  Telitia  it  in  the  Treosarj,  and  par  an  interest 
on  it  of  four  per  cent. ;  bat,  shoala  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  TreasQTY  invest  the  money  in  stock, 
and,  when  calied  for,  that  stock  slkoold  be  at 
a  dtsooaot,  wonld  it  not  be  prodnctire  of  mach 
difficnltj  and  discontent! 

Ur.  Bbbbixn  said,  that  the  gentleman  who 
mfide  the  motion  was  miataken.  He  had  prob- 
ably not  read  tbe  bill.  He  seemea  to  enppose 
that  tbe  bill  enjbrced  upon  the  United  States 
tbe  alternative  of  either  taking  the  money,  and 
giving  fbnr  per  cent,  interest,  or  of  investiag  it 
in  fonr  per  cent  stock,  fint  it  was  not  so.  On 
the  contrary,  it  left  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  the  choice  of  doing  the  one  or  the 
other,  or  neither,  aahe  HhonM  see  fit  Did  the 
United  Slates  want  the  money  ?  Then  take  it, 
and  pay  the  fonr  per  cent.  If  they  did  not  want 
it,  then  invest  it  in  some  stock  that  ahalt  yield 
fonr  per  cent.,  and  let  tlie  claimants  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  The  only  object  of  this  provision 
was,  In  malce,  if  possible,  some  exertion  of  the 
powers  of  Cnn(^re»  for  the  benefit  of  tlieae  claim- 
ants, and,  if  possible,  to  tbe  advantage  of  tbe 
United  States.     Why  shoald  the  discretionary 

Siwer  Im  t^en  from  the  hill  in  which  it  was 
serted  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants,  who 
had  been  long  enongh  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  ODght  to  be  given  every  advantage 
pOMiblst  He  would  repeat,  that  it  was  nut 
obligntory  upon  the  United  States  to  follow 
nther  of  the  conrses  pointed  ont.  'Wben  the 
lust  section  of  this  bill  was  framed,  be  (Mr.  B,} 
waa  cleMroaa  to  ensare  this  liitie  boon  to  the 
elaimantsj  in  addition  to  the  share  they  wonld 
receive  on  the  division  of  the  fond  allutted  fur 
their  paymeoL  If  the  Senate  approve  of  it;  he 
shonld  be  gratified. 

Mr.  SinTH,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  thought  the 
10th  section  onght  to  he  stricken  out.  The 
United  States  did  not  want  to  loan  the  money : 
port  of  it  had  been  already  paid,  and  he  had 
understood  that  the  United  States  had  com- 
mitted with  the  United  States  Bank  for  eleven 
percent  Why  shonld  this  be  f  Whynotletthe 
Oommisslonersgive  the  interest  and  profit  on  this 
•nm  dne  the  claimants  to  them  I  Why  shonld 
not  the  Commissioners  give  to  each  claimant  a 
draft  on  each  branch  bank  of  the  State  in  which 
he  resides,  for  tbe  principal  and  interest  in  full, 
from  the  time  the  money  was  placed  in  the 
bands  of  the  Unit«d  States!  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  stated  that  the  provision  waa 
not  imperative ;  and  that  the  conrse  to  be  taken 
was  dueretioaary,    Snt,  he  believed,  that,  if 
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the  provision  waa  retained  the  d^ntonte  would 
receive  their  shares  in  atocka,  and  whether  it 
was  depreciated  or  not,  waa  a  chance  which 
they  wonld  risk.  Some  immediate  application 
ought  to  be  made,  as  tbe  claimants  bad  Iain  oat 
of  their  money  ten  years,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
high  time  they  sboold  receive  their  money. 

Ur.  Johnston,  of  Loni^ana,  commented  at 
some  lenrth  on  this  motion,  obsierving  that  two 
plans  had  su^eeted  themselves  to  the  commit- 
tee that  reported  this  bill.  One  was  to  deposit 
the  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  employ  it  as 
well  as  posaible,  and  the  otjier,  to  invest  it  ia 
some  productive  stock.  A  laive  sum  of  thia 
money  having  already  been  pud  to  this  Guv- 
emment  by  the  British  Uinister,  it  was  thongbt, 
as  some  time  wonld  elapse  before  it  reaohea 
the  ctaimanta,  in  tbe  mean  time  it  bad  better 
be  invested.    For  his  own  part,  he  hod  oonatd- 


investigated.  As  the  whole  amount  of  tlie 
claims  were  about  1,500,000  dollars,  and  aa 
1,200,000  hod  been  received,  there  ooold  be  no 
risk  in  paying  7fi  per  cent,  on  the  claims  im- 
mediately; or,  to  put  it  lower,  he  thooghteven 
aiity  per  cent  in  hand  wonld  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  to  wait  the  final  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioners. The  whole  of  tbe  claim  was,  as  be 
had  said,  one  million  and  a  half;  and,  if  the  inter- 
est were  computed,  it  wonld  be  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half.  But  the  claimants  wonld  be 
well  satisfied  with  their  principal.  There  were 
many  diflicultiee  in  the  way  of  this  settlement. 
It  would  be  very  difilcnlt  to  decide  upon  the 
number  of  slaves  carried  away ;  it  would  also 
he  for  the  Commissioners  to  fix  on  what  sort  of 
evidence  would  be,  in  their  view,  satisfactory. 
This  wonld  cunse  a  long  period  to  elapse  before 
the  whole  could  be  decided  upon ;  and  he  had 
ascertained  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  part  of 
tbe  sum  would  be  acceptable  to  tbe  claimants.  - 
0  Hr.  SuTTn,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  what 
the  difference  would  be,  whether  the  dollars 
were  paid  here,  or  in  England  ? 

Mr.  SiUTii,  <^  Uaryland,  said  lliat,  if  the  dol- 
lars were  obtained  here,  they  would  be  worth 
100  cents;  while,  in  Englaad,  their  value  waa 
110  cents. 

Hr.  Wnrra  did  not  Ilka  the  alternative  Id  the 
lOtJ)  section.  The  course  ought  to  be  fixed  on 
by  Congress.  Everyofflcer  of  theGovemromi 
shonld  nave,  in  all  payments  of  money  entrust- 
ed to  bim,  some  specific  directions.  Thoy 
onght  to  know  now  whether  this  sum  was  for 
tiie  use  of  tlie  United  States,  or  whether  held  . 
in  tmst  If  tlie  money  was  laid  ont  in  stock 
would  the  claimants  take  it  t  If  it  was  to  be 
considered  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
then  let  them  take  it,  and  pay  the  claima  with 
four  per  cent,  interest,  when  the  certificates 
were  presented.  If  it  was  to  be  invested  in 
stock,  the  section  onght  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  this  stock.  As  to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  thought  the  Govenuneot  and  th« 
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bank  two  distinct  tluDga.  Suppose  the  bank 
Lad  made  a  pnrohaw  of  bUls  of  exchange — 
irikether  from  oar  Gorermnent  or  the  Bntish 
UinisUr,  tha  bank  bad  ths  benefit  of  it ;  it  was 
a  bank  operation,  and  interested  the  United 
States  no  &rther  than  as  stockholders  in  the 
institntJOD,  If  the  Government  made  any  thing 
he  should  entirely  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Bonth  Carolina,  that  it  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  clumanta:  hut  it  was  not  so.  He 
thoDght  that  the  project  of  paying  70  per  cent, 
was  not  practicable.  It  ootild  not  be  done  until 
the  claims  were  all  ascertained,  as,  until  then, 
it  waa  imposaible  to  decide  how  much  each  one 
d>oQld  reoeive.  The  definitive  list  did  not.  be 
believed,  comprise  all  the  claims.  When  tnej 
were  fully  decided  upon,  all  the  claimants 
would  ccone  foward  and  receive  thmr  propor- 
tiobB  of  the  dividend.  How  much  it  would  be, 
was  uncertun ;  it  might  be  60,  and  it  might  be 
100  per  cent. ;  and,  if  it  ahonld  pay  the  whole 
principal,  and  SO  per  cent,  interest,  eo  much 
tbe  better.  He  found  no  fault  with  the  bill; 
if  he  bad  been  disposed  to  recommend  any 
thing,  it  would  be  that  the  old  commiaaloner, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  detculs 
of  the  subject;  and  could,  in  a  shorter  time,  set^ 
tie  the  questions  which  wonld  arise  in  this  in- 
vestigation  of  tiieee  cluma,  than  persons  unac- 
qnunted  with  them,  should  he  re-appointed. 
Be  was  very  willing  that  the  claimants  should 
receive  an  interest  on  their  money ;  hut  he  did 
not  approve  of  leaving  the  dispoaol  of  tlie  mon- 
ey to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Ur.  Ti^KWBLi.  said,  that  the  motion  to  strike 
out  tha  tenth  eeelion  did  not  stand  alone. 
There  was  another  motion,  which,  although 
not  now  before  the  Senate,  hod  been  touched 

rn,  and  was,  therefore,  open  to  comment. 
meant  the  proposition  to  pay  7S  per  cent. 
of  the  claims.  What  were  the  facta?  The 
Oovemment  of  Great  Britain  having  acknowl- 
edged itself  indebted,  not  to  the  Government, 
but  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  tl^ 
Government  assomes  the  character  of  a  re- 
eeiver  for  those  dtizena.  In  discharge  of  the 
obligation,  Great  Britain  had  already  paid  a 
oertain  sum,  and,  no  doubt,  wonld  pay  more. 
It  belongs  to  the  United  States  to  provide  some 
method  for  paying  this  money,  in  jnst  propor- 
tion, to  the  chiimants.  This  bill  was  to  pro- 
yide  for  that  distrlbntion.  He  thought  it  en- 
onmbered  with  too  much  machinery,  which  he 
would  notice  hereafter.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  claims  could  not  all  be  settled  nntU  by  the 
end  of  next  Oongrees ;  and,  meanwhile,  it  was 
.  proposed  that  the  money  should  be  invested. 
Dnring  that  period,  the  United  Slates  wonld 
have  uiis  largo  sum  of  money  in  tlie  Treasury, 
in  which  they  have  no  direct  interest;  and, 
really,  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  justice 
wonld  dictate  its  being  applied  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  profit  to  the  claimants.  This  was  the 
course  pointed  ont  in  courts  of  justice  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  was  founded  on  princi- 
ples of  justice,  that,  where  money  waa  in  the 


hands  of  the  conr^  and  it  was  ascertained  who 
was  the  rightful  owner,  it  cdionld  not  be  kept 
unproductive,  hut  obonld  be  eo  ap^ed  as  was 
best  for  the  interest  of  the  person  who  should 
finally  be  decided  to  be  its  owner.  The  prin- 
ciple, then,  was  plain,  ^d  the  Question  was, 
bow  should  it  be  iq>pliedf  Could  it  be  em- 
ployed by  the  United  States!  Be  believed 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  oonld ;  there  waa^ 
be  tielieved,  three  millions  of  the  public  debt 
due;  and  why  not  pay  it  I  Why  not  ^)ply 
this  mone^  for  our  own  purposes,  and  then  par 
to  the  claimants  the  interest  for  its  uset  Or, 
why  not  lay  it  out  for  stock  of  the  Bonk  of 
the  Uidted  States,  and  redeem  it  at  six  per 
cent.t  Tbns,  the  Government  wonld  mako 
two  per  cent,  and  four  per  cenL  would  be 
made  for  the  claimants.  Indeed,  he  thonght 
the  interest  to  be  p^d  them  might  be  put 
higher.  Tile  Government  were  borrowing 
money  at  five  per  cent. ;  and,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  it  wonld  be  peculiarly  hard  if  they  could 
allow  but  four  per  cent,  on  this  money,  whk^ 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  foreed  loan. 
But,  it  had  been  said,  that  it  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  clumauls,  to  give  them  sixty  p«r 
cent,  on  their  claims,  at  once.  Be  ehoud  be 
willing  to  agree  to  this,  if  he  thought  so:  but, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  It  would  be  rather 
injurious  than  beneficial,  if  it  was  at  all  prac- 
ticable. It  certainly  appeared  to  bim  that  tliis 
would  be  productive  of  partiality,  and  conse- 
quent discontent.  The  payment  of  the  plaiiwtf 
wonld  then  he  according  to  chanoe,  or,  per- 
haps, the  caprice  of  the  Commisuonen.  The 
claims  would  not  come  in  at  theeeme  time;  as 
they  were  presented,  they  wonld  be  docketed  ; 
and  why  should  one  be  paid  his  claim  eighteen 
months  before  the  other,  merely  because,  by 
chance,  it  was  on  the  first  port  of  the  docket  ? 
Besides,  Mr  T.  thought,  with  the  gendeman 
from  Tennessee,  that  it  was  entirely  nncertain 
what  the  amount  to  be  paid  might  be;  and,  H 
might  happen,  after  all  the  daimg  were  pre- 
sented, that  the  chumants  would  not  be  enti* 
tied  to  more  than  thirty  per  cent.  And,  sap- 
pose  one  claimant  were  to  ^ply  at  an  earty 
period,  and  obtain  his  seventy-five  per  centl, 
while,  afterwards,  it  should  turn  ont  that  Utey 
had  paid  him  more  than  his  share,  how  ccnld  it 
be  forced  from  him  t  Be  would  ai^e  that  be 
had  a  vested  riglit  in  the  money  which  thev 
had  pdd  him,  under  an  act  of  CoDgress,  and 
that  he  neither  conld,  nor  wonld,  reftmd  the 
money.  The  gentleman  from  Louinana  bad 
said,  that  the  amount  was  asceriained;  and 
tliot  a  certain  portion  conld  safety  be  paid  aoTr. 
But  it  was  not  so.  He  knew  that  |l,G00,0OO 
made  the  whole  of  the  definitive  list;  hut,  in 
the  bill,  OS  well  as  in  the  treaties,  there  was  a 

E'ovision  for  claims  not  included  in  that  list, 
e  did  not  know  what  their  amount  would  be : 
it  might  he  large,  and  it  might  be  small ;  bnt 
it  certainly  was  not  safe  to  put  them  out  of 
view,  in  paying,  summarily,  a  portion  of  the 
fond  to  those  mimants  now  known.    A  great 
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TBsaj  qnettioiu,  of  eerioofl  import,  woqM  re- 
quire settlement  bf  the  Board  of  Oommission- 
era,  before  a  ediigle  certificate  could  be  isaned. 
TheM  reMoiu  induced  him  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tioii  to  strike  out  the  tenth  section ;  and,  as  to 
the  paynient  of  seventy-five  per  cent.,  he  conld 
eAsifj  tee  that  it  woold  be  of  great  advantage 
to  those  who  would  be  paid  first ;  and,  as 
easily,  tli»t  it  wonld  be  great  injustice  to  the 
other  olumants. 

JCr.  Houots  B^d,  that  tie  case,  to  him,  ap- 
peared a  verj  dear  one.  The  sectioD  did  not 
enjoin  it  as  a  dnty  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanrj'  to  invest  the  money  In  fonr  per  cent. 
stocks,  bat  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  that  offi- 
cer, either  so  to  invest  it,  or,  if  the  United 
St^»9  retted  it,  the  Govemnient  were  to  pay 
the  4  per  cent.  As  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia iiad  add,  it  was  an  established  usage, 
where  money  was  held  in  trust  by  public  au- 
thorities, to  apply  it  in  each  a  manner  as  to 
yield  an  interest  to  the  owner,  ^^y,  then, 
dionld  it  not  be  done  t  It  was  of  no  Impor- 
tance, and  not  worth  disputing  about,  that  the 
United  States  received  a  profit,  so  that  the 
d^mante  received  the  four  per  cent. 

Mr.  Taexwkll  said,  that  when  the  Conven- 
tion had  been  appointed  by  tlie  Emperor  Alex- 
ander, &  definitive  list  was  to  be  presented. 
Bnt  numy  bowijtde  claimants  were  not,  through 
error,  or  some  other  reason,  Inclnded  in  the 
list ;  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
would  rot  inclode  in  the  treaty  any  person  not 
named  in  that  list.  One  of  these  cases  was 
tbat  of  a  gentleman  of  New  Orleans.  The 
treaty  lately  made,  did,  however,  make  pro- 
vision for  those  not  included  in  tie  list  Thns 
it  was  highly  improper  to  make  any  disposition 
of  this  matter,  until  the  Commissioners  had 
decided  on  the  Aill  amonnt  of  the  claims. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Uessrs  Chau- 
BKBS,  and  SMrrn,  of  Uaryland,  the  qnestjon  on 
striking  ont  the  tenth  section,  was  taken,  and 
iM^atived— 16  to  31. 

Mr.  Tazewell  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
tkree,  and  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  word  one  ; 
providing  tbr  the  wpointment  of  one  Commit 
sioner,  instead  of  three. 

Hr.  T.  said  that  he  did  not  see  the  necessity 
<rf  an  the  machincTy  that  hod  been  attached  to 
the  biO.  The  diffionlties  attending  the  object 
to  be  efRscted  by  it  were  only  Increased,  as  a 
mnltiplioatlon  of  screws  and  pnllies  otways  in- 
ereased  the  friction  of  the  machinery,  and  con- 
seqaently  lessened  the  power  of  the  machine. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  three  men  were  ne- 
ecaaary  to  settle  what  bad  been  mainly  settled 
already.  And  they  wonld  delay  very  essen- 
tially the  final  a^ustment.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  American  Commissioner  employed  to 
settle  the  claims  thus  far — who  had  examined 
them,  and  must  be  more  or  less  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  each  one,  wonld  be  the 
most  fit  persoD  to  perform  this  duty,  and  wonld 
do  it  to  the  more  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
parties  interested,  and  of  the  Govermnent.    If 
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this  proposition  was  agreed  to,  he  should  fol- 
low it  np  by  proposing  to  strike  out  the  other 
unnecessary  wheels  and  pullies,  which  now 
clogRcd  l^e  operation  of  the  bilL  In  one 
word,  he  had  no  desire  to  appoint,  in  any  case, 
a  greater  nnmber  of  officers  to  perfonn  a  dnty, 
than  were  necessary.  When  hu^  aoloriea 
were  pud,  be  thought  at  least  economy  might 
be  used  in  the  number  of  offioers  to  be  ap- 
pointed. By  adopting  his  amendment,  and 
di^rensing  with  two  Commissionerf^  with  sala- 
ries of  three  thousand  dollars,  six  thonsand 
dollars  wonld  be  saved,  and  he  thought  the  ser- 
vioee  would  be  as  well,  if  not  better  performed. 

Hr.  Wmrx  thonght,  if  the  American  Com- 
missioner was  appointed,  the  whole  snl^ect 
wonld  he  satisfactorily  arranged.  It  bad  been 
said  by  the  member  from  Georgia,  that  delay 
was  the  price  that  mnst  be  p^  for  jostioe ;  to 
a  certwn  extent,  he  agreed  that  it  was  so ;  bat 
he  was  of  opinion  that  three  Commissioner^ 
instead  of  one,  would  be  of  bo  little  advantage, 
as  not  t«  outweigh  the  consideration  of  the  ad- 
ditjonsl  expense.  As  to  appeals  to  Congress  in 
case  of  dissatisfaction,  it  ^d  not  appear  probv 
ble  that  it  wonld  be  at  oU  increased  or  aimli> 
ished  in  one  cose  or  the  other.  WhMher  three 
Commissioners  or  one  was  appointed,  persom 
who  did  not  succeed  in  obtuMng  their  de- 
mands, would  appeal  to  Congreet.  It  waa 
always  the  case.  There  was  never  a  Commis- 
sion from  which  disappointed  dumants  did 
not  appeal.  It  was,  however,  o1>Jeoted,  that 
the  appointment  of  one  Commissioner,  in  thla 
case,  wonld  not  give  the  claimant  the  sams 
privileges  as  were  enjoyed  by  citiiens  in  other 
coses.  But  he  need  only  remind  the  8enat» 
that  one  man  had  had,  in  oertidn  oases,  tha 
keeping  and  disposition  of  the  enormous  snnw 
entrusted  to  the  UiuCed  States  Conrts,  in  nina 
States,  and  decided  on  all  high  criminal  oasea 
without  appeal.  He  thought  the  tmst  in  Uiia 
case  no  more  dangerous  than  in  others  and  be 
was  disposed,  therefore,  to  fall  in  with  the  mo- 
tion. He  believed  the  principles  on  which  the 
o^ndtcations  were  to  be  mode,  were  established 
in  times  past,  and  that  Uiere  would  be  no  great 
difficulty,  except  in  the  hearing  of  testimony. 
He  should  m^e  no  propodtion ;  but  woold 
merely  inquire  whether,  in  the  case  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Commissioners,  two  coald 
not  act,  if  there  shonld  be  no  necessity  for  the 
services  of  the  third.  He  thooghL  however, 
that  one  would  he  competent  to  do  all  that 
would  be  required. 

The  question  on  Ifr.  Tazewell's  amendment 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
19  to  18. 

Hr.  Tazewzll  then  moved  the  ftirther 
amendment  of  the  bill,  by  striking  ont  the 
word  Secretary,  so  that  the  appointments 
should  be  Gonmied  to  one  Commissioner  and 
one  clerk.  He  observed,  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity  of  such  an  ofilcer ;  and  he  was  sore^ 
if  one  waa  appointed,  the  oleA  woold  be 
obliged  to  do  oU  the  business. 
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The  motion  vu  then  pnt^  and  carried,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading. 

Thubbdat,  February  8. 

Clainu  for  Deported,  Slavei. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjaatment  of 

daims  of  persons  entitled  to  indemnification 

under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 

Ac,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  H1.RRIS0N  said  that,  when  the  bill 


fir«t  introdnced,  it  made  v 


pointment  of  three  CommiBsioners.  An 
ment  was  however  adopted,  yesterdaj,  which 
rednoed  the  nnmber  to  one ;  and,  as  the  dnt; 
and  rcsponribilitf  must  be  much  Kreat«r,  he 
thought  it  bnt  jOHtioe  that  the  compensation 
Aoud  be  increued,  also.  No  doubt  could  be 
entertained  that  the  duties  wonld  be  mndi  en- 
hanced by  the  alteration.  It  had  alao  been 
lntimet«d  that  the  appointment  was  likely  to 
fill  on  a  gentleman  who  stood  high  in  his  coun- 
try's honor  and  confidence.  And  he  wonld  asb 
whether  the  Senate  would  enjoin  on  that  indi- 
Tidnal  to  accept  this  office  with  a  small  com- 
pensation I  ibr  delicacy  might  prevent  him 
from  declining  it,  on  acconnt  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  salary.  He  then  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Jndiciary  Committee,  with  in- 
itmcUons  to  make  the  compensation  Jour,  in- 
stead of  three  thoasand  dollars  per  annum. 

Hr.  JoHKBTON,  of  Louisiana,  sostained  the 
motion ;  and  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
claims  mentioned  yesterday,  not  indaded  in 
the  definitive  list,  but  alluded  to  in  the  treaty, 
which  he  also  moved  to  submit  to  the  committee. 

itt.  Tazkwell  sdd,  that  his  recollection  cor- 
responded with  tlie  explanation  mode  by  the 
Senator  from  Loniriana.  The  definitive  list 
proper  waa  the  list  containing  all  the  claims, 
nor  were  those  which  were  omitted  by  mistake 
when  the  list  was  made  out,  by  any  means  to 
be  excluded.  He  hod  no  objection  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  on  this  ground.  He  was  also  in 
fcvor  of  raising  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner ; 
and  had  no  objection,  since  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary had  been  stricken  from  the  bill,  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  clerk,  whoso  labor 
would  be  greater.  He  also  thought  the  10th 
section  might  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of 
&e  committee,  to  bo  altered  should  they  see 
fit.  On  all  these  grounds  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  having  the  bill  recommitted  generally. 

Ur.  Habsieox  then  varied  his  motion,  and 
moved  a  general  re-commitment  of  the  bill. 

Ifr.  JoHNSTOK,  of  Louisiana,  suggested,  that 
an  additional  clerk,  to  copy  the  papers  of  the 
olumants,  would  be  fonnd  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Seoate  then  adopted  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, 

Taat^i,  February  9. 

Tht  Colonitation  SocUty. 

Vs.  CnucBXBs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Colonization  Society,  for  aid  in  its  objects,  and 

moved  its  reference  to  a  Select  Committee, 


Mr.  0.  said,  when  he  bad,  two  days  since^ 
offered  this  memorial,  a  qoeation  of  oider, 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
KiMo,)  had  prevented  bim  from  having  oppor- 
tunity to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  the  re- 
marks whidi  were  made  by  both  the  gentle- 
men from  South  Carolina.  The  question  of 
order  was  now  at  rest — the  demand  of  the  rale, 
M  announced  by  the  President,  having  beca 
gratified  by  the  signature  of  the  distinguished 
individual  who  presided  over  the  society ;  and 
he  had  now  availed  himself  of  the  first  mo- 
ment to  bring  tlie  subject  again  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  He  had  not,  lie  said,  anticipaled 
discussion  at  this  incipient  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  he  believed  the  assertion  nieht 
be  safely  made,  that,  on  no  Other  occasion 
when  he  had  been  in  the  Senate,  had  there 
been  an  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits  of  aa  ap- 
peal to  this  body  on  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial. He  could  not  perceive  the  reasons  for 
a  deviation  from  the  usnnl  course,  or  why  the 
friends  of  the  measure  were  not  permitted  to 
present  to  the  Senate  the  facta  connected  with 
It,  before  they  were  called  upon  to  answer  to 
charges ;  but  the  gentleman  from  South  Csn>- 
tina  (Ur.  Hatne)  had  the  right  to  select,  and 
had  selected,  hia  own  conrse ;  and  it  was  now 
his  duty,  Mr.  0,  said,  to  vindicate  the  objects 
of  the  society,  and  to  enforce  their  claiins 
npon  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress. 
Ue  clamed  the  liberty  of  correcting,  at  the 
ontset,  the  error  into  which  both  the  Senators 
from  Sooth  Carolina  had  been  betrayed,  when 
they  charged  upon  the  society  ulterior  views, 
inimical  to  the  Southern  or  slaveholding  States, 
and  hostile  to  the  tenure  by  which  citizens  of 
those  States  held  their  property.  The  sociotj- 
indulged  no  such  views — he  felt  authorised,  in 
the  name  of  its  members,  to  disclaim  them. 
If  such  purposes  hod  been  entertained,  the  so- 
ciety oonld  not  have  selected  on  agent  less  will- 
ing than  himself  to  efiect  them.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  OS  far  as  any  man  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  eiclusive  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States 
upon  this  snl^ect,  and  in  denying  the  power  of 
Congress  to  touch  their  rights  to  this  property 
coercively.  Upon  this  snyect,  the  offiiiual  dec- 
larations of  the  society  announced  invariably, 
and  on  all  occosions,  the  same  doctrines  whicli 
he  had  avowed.  There  might  be,  and  it  was 
not  hb  wish  to  be  understood  to  deny  there 
were,  individuals  who  were  governed  by  differ- 
ent ooosiderations,  who  did  look  to  ulterior 
otyects,  and  who  had  a  false  and  erroneous 
view  of  the  motives  and  purposes  of  the  soci- 
ety. It  would  be  matter  of  infinite  surprise  if 
such  persons  were  not  to  be  found ;  and  where, 
or  when,  he  wonld  ask,  had  a  great  question 
been  ^tated  until  it  excited  the  feelings  and 
enlisted  the  partialities  of  one  large  mass  of 
the  community,  and  the  pr^udices  of  another, 
without  producing  precisely  the  same  residt  ? 
For  the  mistaken  opinions  of  such  individuals, 
if  such  there  were,  lie  did  not  hold  the  society 
respondble.     But  for  themselves,  acting  bjr 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBEeS. 


Fbudabi,  ie27.j 


n<  ColoKUaiioit  Soeit^. 


[Skmai 


their  accredited  ageots,  in  of&cial  documents 
and  on  all  occasiooa  when  a  formal  ezposnre  of 
their  objects  had  been  proper,  they  Bad  been 
prompt  and  explicit  in  tlieir  avowal.  In  this 
memorial,  "  the  conBtitiitional  and  legitimate 
exist«nco  of  slavery  is  admitted,"  and  the  aver- 
ment distinctly  made,  "that  uie  Government 
of  the  Union  has  never  been  looked  to  as  the 
proper  or  authorized  instrument  for  effecUog 
ita  removal."  These  are  not  declarations  made 
to  anit  the  occaaion — they  are  consistent  with 
aQ  their  official  and  acknowledged  profesaiona 
and  acta.  The  true  and  undisguised  oUecta  of 
liie  Bocie^,  aa  distinctly  onnonnced  in  this  me- 
morial, ia  "  the  removal,  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  each  people  of 
color,  within  the  United  States,  aa  are  already 
fi^e^  and  of  such  others  as  the  humanity  of 
individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  difierent 
StAtca,  may  hereafter  liberate;"  and  with  the 
conviction  that  thia  olyect  cannot  foil  to  be 
consider^  of  deep  and  general  int«rest,  they 
present  their  hbtory  and  their  aituation  to 
yonr  notice,  invoke  yonr  aid,  and  submit  to 
yonr  wisdom  the  au^^estion  and  application  of 
tiie  moans  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  his 
left,  (!&.  Eaine,)  hod  denounced  this  as  a 
visionary  and  chimerical  prt^ect.  lie  (Sir.  C.) 
bad  indul^d  the  hope  that  the  exalted  charac- 
ter and  disttngcished  intelligence  of  the  iudi- 
vidoala  who  had  been  connected  with  the  soci- 
ety, would  have  restrained  the  gentleman  from 
this  Bweeping  denanoiation.  He  need  not  men- 
tion to  tliot  gentleman,  or  to  the  Senate,  the 
names  of  these  individuals — thej  were  high 
in  the  confidence  of  tlio  nation ;  men  who  had 
acquired  fkme  in  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  who  hod  graced  your  senates,  your 
courts,  yonr  pnlpits,  as  well  as  those  who,  in 
private  life,  hod  invited  and  deserved  the  re- 
apect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Amongst  these,  be  would  say,  were  very  many 
whose  education,  habits  of  thinking,  and  in- 
terests, wonld  make  them  of  all  men  least  like- 
ly to  promote  an  object  which  wotild  loosen  the 
banda  bf  which  the  citizens  of  the  South  held 
their  property.  If  the  names  of  illustrious  in- 
dividuals could  not  rescue  the  society  from  the 
reproach  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
he  would  remind  that  gentleman  of  the  conute- 
nance  it  had  received  from  nine  or  ten  of  tlio 
States  of  this  Union ;  and  if  nothing  could 
avert  the  determined  purpose  of  the  Senator 
from  South  OaroUna,  he  was  willing  to  be 
ranked  amongst  the  visionary  men  who  had 
been  fascinated  by  this  chimera. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  ar- 
raigned the  conduct  of  the  agent  of  tbb  eod- 
e^.  Dr.  Ashmnn,  and  had  referred  to  the  doc- 
uments from  the  Navy  Department  for  proof. 
It  was  not  the  time  or  the  occasion  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  these  transactions;  bat  he  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  the  whole  afiUr  had  been 
placed  in  the  most  glowing  colors  by  the  gen- 
tlemsa'a  fuicy  and  bis  wit.    The  pl^  narra- 


tive wonld  not,  he  thought,  place  the  condnct 
of  Dr.  Ashmun  in  a  view  so  censurable  or  so 
ridiculous  as  it  had  been  represented.  Dr. 
Ashman  was  tlie  aeent  of  the  Government,  aa 
also  the  agent  of  the  societv.  The  act  of  M 
Uarch,  1819,  had  authorized  the  Goremment 
to  take  care  of,  and  return  to  their  country, 
such  Africana  aa  were  unlawfully  imported  or 
captured  in  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
In  virtue  of  that  law,  an  agency  had  been  es- 
tablished at  Liberia.  In  his  person.  Dr.  Ash- 
mnn united  the  various  offices  of  civil  and  Mil- 
itary Governor  of  the  colony,  and  agent  under 
the  Government  for  the  safe  keeping  of  cap- 
tured Africans,  As  the  responsible  head  (tf 
the  colony,  it  was  his  duty  to  use  all  the  meaa< 
nres  necessary  for  its  protection  against  all, 
whose  acts  were  likely  to  endanger  its  exist- 
ence, ita  peace,  or  its  prosperity,  whether  tliey 
were  the  neigtilwring  native  tribes,  or  piratical 
visitors,  or  others.  The  first  act  of  tmpnted 
misconduct  was,  the  destruction  of  a  Spanish 
factory  at  Digby.  The  facts  are,  that  a  Span- 
ish slave  ship  had  fired  upon,  boarded,  taken 
possession  of,  and  removed  from  her  moorings, 
an  English  brig,  a  well-known  trader,  en^^iged 
in  lawfid  commerce  at  Cape  Uesurado,  and 
then  at  anchor  in  the  Roads,  and  finally  plun- 
dered the  brig  of  her  anchor,  and  a  variety  of 
articles  from  her  cabin  and  deck ;  the  robbery 
was  clearly,  according  to  the  strictest  rules  of 
law,  an  act  of  pir.icy.  Complaint  being  made 
to  Dr.  Ashmun,  he  selected  a  force  from  his 
two  military  companies,  and  the  Spanish 
schooner  having  escaped,  be  pursued  the  prop- 
erty which  the  pirates  were  known  to  have  in 
a  factory  on  the  shore,  and,  having  possessed 
himself  of  the  property,  destroyed  the  factory. 

The  second  transaction,  ollnded  to  by  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Hatkb,)  was  the  destmetioa 
of  the  French  factory  on  the  St.  Paul's,  Fonr 
of  the  natives  who  had  been  fonnd  at  Digby, 
and  brought  into  the  colony,  had  left  the  estab- 
lishment, and  found  their  way  into  the  im- 
mense woody  re^on,  extending  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  with  every  pToap«cb  of 
either  perishing,  or  becoming  victims  to  the 
avarice  of  the  slave  dealers.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  month  of  fruitless  effort  to  discover  them, 
Dr.  Ashmun  learned  they  were  loaded  with 
chain;  in  this  French  factory,  and  held  aa 
slaves.  They  were  demanded  once  and  again, 
and  the  answer  to  the  demand  was  a  wntten 
declaration  that  they  should  not  be  delivered 
up.  A  French  schooner  was  lymg  near,  pre- 
pared to  receive  slaves.  In  this  emer^noy, 
Dr.  Ashmun  despatched  two  boats,  with  an 
armed  force,  ascended  the  Stockton  River,  broke 
np  the  factory,  and  brought  off  the  slavea  coti- 
Uned  in  it,  to  the  number  of  forty-three  men, 
thirteen  women,  and  forty-three  children.  Thia 
factory,  it  should  be  recollected,  was  within 
the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  tho 
colony. 

Tliu  last  transaction  which  haa  been  the  anb- 
Ject  of  aoimadver^on,  was  the  desbnotioa  <j( 
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Trade  Town ;  the  partlciilars  of  which  are  fur- 
nished hj  Captain  Chase,  late  conun&nder  of  a 
Colombian  anned  schooner,  who  is  said  to  bo  a 
highly  honorable  man.  lie  states  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  had  seduced  abont  thirtj 
free  blacks  from  the  colony,  and  had  sold  them 
to  Spanish  and  French  slave  tradera ;  that 
tJiese  eedaoed  colonists  were  frequently  de- 
mnnded  by  Dr.  Ashman,  with  a  threat  to  nse 
force,  if  necessary ;  that  the  threats  were  not 
only  disregarded,  bat  the  depredations  on  the 
colony  were  contlnned ;  that  these  tBeU  being 
made  known  to  Captain  Chase  and  to  Captain 
Cothell,  conunanding  a  Colombian  bri^  of  war, 
they  consented  to  assist  Mr.  Ashmnn,  in  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  town.  As  they  approached  the 
shore,  they  were  fired  at  from  the  French  and 
Spanish  factories,  elthongh  the  Colonial  flag 
was  hoisted  in  Ur.  Ashmun's  boat.  The  land- 
ing was  effected,  and  the  factories  were  taken 
possesMon  of.  Ur.  Ashmun  addressed  a  note 
to  the  head  man  of  the  tribe,  informiiig  him 
that  his  object  was  to  regain  his  colontsta, 
promising  a  coasation  of  all  hostilities,  if  they 
were  peaceably  surrendered,  and  tlireotening 
destruction  to  his  town  if  tliey  should  be  with- 
held. The  delivery  of  the  colonists  and  a 
nnmher  of  natives,  held  as  slaves,  was  prom- 
ised by  the  head  man,  bnt  delay  was  used  in 
completing  bia  engagement, '  nntil  an  nrmed 
force  of  not  less  than  two  orlhree  thousand 
men  were  collected,  who  were  not  finally  sub- 
dned  until  the  armed  vessels  were  brought  to 
bear,  and  fired  several  broadsides.  The  town 
was  then  destroyed.  This  is  the  history  of  the 
facts,  which,  with  the  decorations  eontribnted 
by  the  fancy  and  wit  of  the  gentleman,  have 
been  held  np  to  the  Senate  as  a  spectacle  fit  not 
only  to  be  gravely  censured,  but  to  be  ridi- 
culed. It  had  been  denied  that  Dr.  Ashmun 
could  find  warrant  for  these  proceedings,  in 
ftny  power  derived  to  him  as  agent  for  the 
Govemmcut,  Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  contend 
for  any  other  authority  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Ash- 
mun, as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  than 
that  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
If  the  recaptured  Africans,  delivered  at  his 
agency,  were  taken  from  him,  and  abont  to  be 
■old  into  slavery,  he  conld  promptly  use  the 
means  necessary  to  rescue  them.  Mr.  Ashmau, 
however,  had  other  and  higher  powers  than 
thoee  conferred  on  him  by  the  Government 
As  the  civil  and  military  head  of  the  commu- 
nity, he  owed  protection  to  the  \Awfa\  com- 
meroe  of  all  who  visited  his  colony.  As  the 
pruteetor  of  the  colony,  he  was  bonnd  to  nse 
the  means  in  his  control  to  rescue  its  citiEens 
when  taken  captive,  and  to  secure  them  against 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  lawless 
and  piratical  aggressors.  Mr.  Ashmun  defends 
himself  on  these  grounds,  and  appeals  for  his 
vindication  to  the  nroad  principles  of  the  laws 
of  natnre  and  of  nations,  which  confer  the 
right  of  self-defence  upon  Individuals  and  upon 
commanities.  He  was  alone,  nnwded  by  wise 
counsels,  and  sturounded  by  lawless  pirates, 


capable  of  any  outrage.  When  the  total  de- 
struction of  hia  colony  and  the  loss  of  Yih,  cer- 
tuoly  perpetual  bondage,  was  the  inevitable 
result  to  his  subjects  of  on  imfavorable  iasoe  to 
the  hazard,  perhaps  a,  very  nice  and  exact 
calculation  of  chances  ought  not  to  I>e  ex- 
pected. At  a  distance  from  the  scene,  and  in 
retrospect,  Mr.  C.  sdd  he  did  think  the  danger 
had  been  magnified,  and  tliat  the  means  of  pre- 
venUon  applied,  were  not  fully  Justified ;  but 
he  should  do  i^jiistioe  to  Dr.  Ashman,  did  he 
not  acquit  that  gentleman  from  all  intentional 
error.  He  thought  it  probable  there  were  vety 
few  men,  however  intelligent  and  discreet 
who,  with  the  seme  causes  for  excitement,  and 
under  the  same  circumstaneea,  would  hare 
avoided  the  same  error ;  and  he  certainly  l»e- 
lieved  him  to  have  been  infiuenced  by  the  best 
and  purest  motives,  and  so  did  the  society, 
when,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  they  passed 
the  vote  of  approbation  which  had  been  spo- 
ken of.  The  remarks  ho  had  Just  made,  were 
in  reference  to  tlie  destrnction  of  the  factory 
at  Digby,  and  the  seizure  of  the  slaves  con- 
fined %cre.  He  did  not  think  that  proceeding 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  believed  he  was 
authorized  in  saying  snch  was  the  opinion  of 
the  society,  when  this  specific  subject  cad  beoi 
before  them,  and  Mr.  Ashman  had  been  so  in- 
formed by  the  managers  of  the  society. 

The  destrnction  of  the  factory  on  the  SL 
Paul's,  established  immediately  In  the  vicinity 
of  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  on  its  ao- 
knowledged  territory,  and  in  open  violation  of 
its  laws,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carying  on 
the  slave  trade,  was,  in  every  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  he  could  take,  perfectly  Justified ; 
noy,  it  was  a  duty.  Not  less  so  was  the  pro- 
ceeding at  Trade  Town ;  all  the  previous  trans- 
actions there  having  been  notoriously  piratical, 
and  the  conduct  of  its  chief  and  its  citizens 
having  furnished  just  canse  of  war. 

So  much  In  justice  to  Mr.  Ashmun.  But 
how  does  this  afi'ect  the  question  before  the 
Senate  f  The  Govomment  has  sfdd  to  him 
that  the  destruction  of  the  factories  was  not 
within  the  limit  of  the  authority  conferred 
upon  him  as  agent,  and  another  agent  had  been 
appointed,  ite  society  had  the  power  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  upon  his  conduct  so  far  as  be 
hod  acted  for  them,  and  if  dissatisfied,  they, 
too,  conld  select  another  rqiresentative.  It 
had  been  said  the  societv  wished  to  transfer 
the  colony  to  the  United  States,  to  be  taken 
under  its  protection  as  a  colony,  contrary  to 
the  known  policy  of  the  Government;  and 
that  the  society,  apprehensive  of  a  war,  pro- 
voked by  Itie  misconduct  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  now- 
sought  protection  troxa  the  military  power  of 
the  Government.  Nothing  coidd  be  more  re- 
mote from  the  views  of  the  society.  They 
have  no  desire  to  draw  the  Government  into  & 
war  to  protect  a  distant  colony ;  they  had  no 
M)prehension  of  an  attack  upon  themselves. 
No  civilized  power,  it  was  believed,  would  lend 
an  ear  to  the  clamorB  of  that  odious  class  <rf 
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men  who  alone  could  nr^  complaint.  The 
lavB  of  nature  denoimced  the  slave  trade ;  It 
wsa  Bbhoirent  to  the  feelings  of  ham&nity,  and 
Itad  been  made  bighlj  penal  bj  almost  eveiy 
Christian  Qovemment  on  the  globe.  The 
owners  of  the  demolished  faotoriea  then  oould 
never  move  the  French  or  Spani^  Govern- 
ments to  Bssmne  the  attitude  of  war  in  vindi- 
cation of  their  claims  to  prosecute  this  base 
traffic  The  society  oonld  not  perceive  canse 
of  apprehension  fi-om  foreign  war.  In  regard 
to  the  natives,  the  colony  possessed  all  the  ne- 
ceasory  means  of  6etf-prot«ction.  The  loctd 
mQitia,  which  hod  been  so  contemptnoaslf  spo- 
ken of,  were  in  &ct  well  organized,  -well  disci- 
plined, well  officered,  and  efficient  Their  sup- 
ply of  onns  and  mnnltionH  was  jnodeqnate  to 
their  nnmbers  and  means  of  applying  them,  as 
Tvas  the  case  in  soma  other  oonntries,  but, 
snutll  as  they  were,  no  fears  were  entertained 
for  the  result  of  any  attack  from  the  natives. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  there  were  oonstl- 
tntional  objections  to  legislation  by  Congress 
on  this  sn^ect.  This  must  of  conrse  depend 
upon  the  measure  proposed  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  not  possible  now  to  anticipate  what  may 
be  recommended  by  the  committee  which  yon 
are  asked  to  appoint.  There  certainly  are 
means  of  aiding  the  colony,  which  involve,  it 
would  seem,  no  oonstitational  difficulties.  To 
invoke  the  interposition  of  foreign  powers,  to 
prohibit  the  access  of  slaf  e  ships  to  that  part  of 
[he  western  coart  of  Africa  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  colony,  might  materially  promote  ita  inter- 
ests, and  yet,  be  supposed  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection would  prevent  our  recommending  such 
B  measure.  Others  might  be  su^ested,  and 
no  donbt  the  committee  would  properly  esti- 
mate this  consideration.  He  conid  not,  how- 
ever, avoid  the  remark,  that  a  direct  appropri- 
ation of  money  by  Congress  would  certmnly 
find  high  authority,  as  well  as  precedent,  to 
jostify  it.  The  Caraccas — the  New  Madrid — 
the  very  late  Alexandria  appropriations,  were 
not,  perhaps,  easily  jnstifled  by  any  principle 
of  the  constitution  which  would  exclude  this. 
To  all  these  objections,  however,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  tbe  memorial,  in  respectful  and 
decorous  term!),  asks  a  hearing.     Let  the  re- 

Sest  be  treated  with  the  same  attention  wliich 
others  receive — let  the  facts  be  ascertained 
— let  the  objects  of  tlie  society  be  fturly  stated, 
and  the  ease  fiilly  presented — the  various  modes 
of  practicable  aia  suggested — the  advantages 
from  their  successful  application,  enumerated — 
the  constitutional  difficulties  which  oppose 
tbem  examined — and  then  the  Benate  will  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  arguments  for  and  ogainst 
any  proptsition  that  may  be  submitted. 

The  gentleman  A-om  South  Carolina  has  said 
it  is  too  late  in  the  seaaion  to  mature  any  meas- 
nre  which  can  grow  out  of  this  memorial.  He 
was  aware  of  Ute  difficulty,  but  he  would  nse 
tbe  authority  of  the  gentleman  himself,  to 
show  that  this  fact,  ossumitig  it  to  exist,  should 
not  prevent  the  action  of  Uie  Senate,  to  the 
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extent  now  asked  for.  At  the  lost  session,  the 
gentleman,  after  devoting  much  labor  and  at- 
tention to  a  favorite  snlgect,  had  brought  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  at  a  very  late  period, 
and,  if  his  recollection  did  not  mislead  him, 
had  proposed  its  disonssion,  for  the  avowed 
pnrpoH  of  inviting  the  attention  oF  members, 
as  well  as  the  attention  of  the  community,  thai 
it  might  be  finally  acted  on  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  did  not  find  fault  with  the  gentle- 
man :  on  the  contrary,  he  commended  his 
whole  course,  and  had  gone  with  him  in  sap- 
portinr  the  Bankrupt  Bill,  and  sincarely  re- 
gretted the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  that  snb- 
jecL  But,  important  as  he  admitted  the  Bank- 
rupt Bill  to  be.  In  its  influence  on  the  country, 
he  must  claim  permisdon  to  think  the  subject 
to  which  this  memorial  refers,  more  interesting 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  tha 
United  States.  He  knew  no  question,  not  im- 
mediately involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
Oovemment,  which  ought  to  excite  so  de^ly 
the  anxious  reflection  of  every  patriot.  That 
part  of  the  population  of  the  States  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  society  to  remove,  was  a 
degraded,  miserable  race  of  beings.  Claiming 
no  political  rights  tbomselves,  tbey  are  incapa- 
ble of  appreciating  those  great  principles  on 
which  all  our  institutions  are  bosed — excluded, 
hy  the  indelible  distinctions  impressed  by  tho 
Author  of  their  being,  from  their  rank  in  social 
life,  which  is  the  reward  and  the  stimulus  of 
high  moral  and  intellectual  acquirement,  they 
find  no  motive  for  the  cultivation  of  virtue, 
and  abandon  themselves  to  the  indulgence  of 
the  worst  passions  of  the  bnman  breast. 
They  are  not,  cannot,  be  citisens  of  yonr  conn- 
try — they  do  not  add  to  yonr  physical  energies 
— they  do  not  eflbct  the  leptimnte  object  of 
any  one  appropriate  class  of  a  well-orgnnlzed 
community— they  are  any  thing  but  a  laboring 
class.  It  were  well  did  they  only  present  a 
negntivo  character.  The  reverse  was  too  well 
known.  They  not  only  are  the  drones  and 
moths  of  yonr  society — who  occupy  tho  place, 
and  exclude  the  presence,  of  a  laboring,  hardy, 
useful,  and  moral  class  of  white  men,  actuated 
by  a  common  attachment  and  devotion  to  your 
country,  its  constitution,  and  its  laws,  the 
bencQcent  protection  of  which  they  would  feel, 
and  the  hljgliest  honors  of  which  they  would 
consider  accessible  to  merit,  in  whatever  garb 
— but  yonr  free  blacks  exert  the  most  deleteri- 
ous influence  on  every  doss,  and  almost  every 
individual  in  society.  The  corrupting  poison 
of  their  example,  and  their  habits,  has  infected 
our  slaves,  and  mode  them  indolent  and  im- 
moral ;  its  impulse  is  to  be  traced  on  the  lower 
orders  of  our  citixens ;  it  insinuates  itself  into 
domestic  circles.  Into  the  early  habits  of 
children,  and  is  felt  in  all  our  relations  in 


We  should  hiul,  as  the  best  benefaction  t 
country,   the  advent  of  that  scheme  which 
shall  present  the  meana  of  escape  from  the 
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mischiefs  which  wo  now  feel,  and  from  dan- 
gers, the  magnitude  of  whicii,  at  a  coming 
period,  no  man  can  permit  liimself  duly  '' 
eetimate. 

Yon  are  advised,  bj  intelligent  and  aiscreet 
men,  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  thiB  sulgect,  that  the  plan  now 
proposed  will  probably  remove,  certainly  less- 
en, these  evils.  Yon  are  advised  thot  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  plan  are  in 

fower  and  nnder  the  legal  control  of  Congress. 
f  authority  be  reqniredto  sanction  snch  opin- 
ions, yon  have  it  m  tUe  deliberate  and  formal 
deciuona  of  the  Legislatures  of  a  large  propor- 
.  tion  of  the  States  of  this  Union— States  in 
which  slavery  ia  aUoved,  and  States  in  whicli 
it  is  not  allowed.  The  States  of  Virg^ia, 
Unryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  have  each 
made  a  legislative  declaration  of  their  v' 
upon  this  subject.  Georgia  ha^  so  far 
pressed  an  opinion,  in  that  she  has  directed  the 
captive  Africans,  who,  by  former  laws  of  Con- 
gress, were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  State, 
to  be  delivered  to  this  Colonization  Society,  to 
be  sent  to  Africa.  In  some  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  States,  yon  have  a  distinct  refer- 
ence to  the  system  of  colonizing  tliese  people 
nnder  the  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  giving  authority  npon  tiiis  snbject,  it 
would  be  injustice  to  the  society,  it  would  be 
injustice  to  the  great  conse  in  which  they  are 
embarked,  and  also  to  the  memory  of  the  illns- 
trions  patriarch  himself^  to  withliold  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  name  which  could  never  have  been 
connected  with  a  project  flubvorsivo  of  the 
rights  of  our  Southern  brethren,  or  involving 
an  infraction  of  constitutional  law.  Mr.  C. 
here  read  from  a  letter  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  doted 
in  1811,  the  following  extracts:  "You  have 
asked  my  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  Ann 
Mifflin,  to  take  measures  for  procuring,  on  the 
const  of  Africa,  an  establishniGnt  to  which  the 
people  of  color  of  tlteee  States  might  from  time 
to  time  be  colonized,  nnder  the  anspiees  of  dif- 
ferent Governments.  Having  lung  ago  made 
up  my  mind  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  I  have  ever  thought  that 
the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  be 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off  this  part  of 
our  population.  Most  advantageous  for  them 
ns  well  us  for  us.  •  *  •  •  You  inquired, 
farther,  whether  I  would  use  any  endeavors  to 
procure  such  an  establishment  security  oKAinst 
violence  from  other  powers.  Certainly,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  give  it  effect  atid 
Bofety.  But  I  am  but  a  private  individnal,  &c. 
Wlierens,  the  National  Government  can  ad- 
dress themselves  at  once  to  those  of  Europe,  to 
obtiun  the  desired  security,  and  will  unques- 
tionably be  ready  to  exert  its  influence  with 
those  nations  to  effect  an  ol^ect  so  benevolent 
in  itael^  and  so  important  to  a  great  portion  of 
its  constituents.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more  to  be 
wislied  than  tlint  the  United  States  would 
themselves  undertake  to  make  such  on  estab- 
lishment on  the  coast  <ff  A&ioa." 


Was  the  Senate  prepared  to  unite  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  denouncing  a 
system  thus  recommended  to  their  considera- 
tion t  To  r^ect,  without  affording  themselves 
opportunity  to  learn  facts,  an  appeal  to  the 
Government  for  necessary  aid  to  promote  an 
object  dear  to  the  best  feelings  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  citizens — an  object,  on  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  was  suspended  the  high  hopes 
and  anxious  anticipatioDS  of  those  who  looked 
with  fearful  apprehensions  to  the  final  resnlts 
of  that  unnatural  combination  in  our  eommn- 
nity  of  such  heterogeneoua  materials  t  We  sre 
furnished  with  data  on  which  detailed  esti- 
mates bove  been  framed,  by  intelligent  and  dis- 
tinguished men,  to  demonstrate  the  practicabil- 
ity of  the  scheme.  The  annual  increase  of  free 
blacks  is  believed  to  be  less  than  ux  thousand ; 
the  eiperience  of  the  society  has  proved  that 
the  co^  of  transportation  does  not  now  exceed 
twenty  dollars  for  each  person ;  and  when  the 
rapidly  growing  commerce  of  the  colony  shall 
present  the  inducement,  which  a  very  ffew 
years  of  continued  patronage  will  ensure,  the 
cost  will  be  materially  lessened.  By  this  tri- 
fling expenditure,  it  is  in  our  power  to  orres^ 
effectnally,  the  growth  and  increase  of  this 
alarming  evil.  Future  years  will  find  ns  wilh 
enlarged  views  and  increased  meooa,  and  future 
experience  of  the  salutary  influence  of  the  sys- 
tem will  make  ns  ardent  in  its  prosecution, 
with  all  the  facilities  Ad  improvements  which 
it  will  disclose.  And  here  he  be^rgcd  leave  to 
remark  that,  when  a.  great  and  alarming  evil 
was  felt  and  acknowledged,  dangerous  to  the 
tranquillity  and  moral  order  of  society,  and 
when  a  remedy  was  proposed  by  men,  eminent 
for  every  virtue  which  could  adorn  the  patriot 
and  philanthropist,  it  did  appear  to  liim  that  a 
dennnciation  of  the  remedy  proposed  nliould 
be  accompanied  with  the  tender  of  some  other 
and  better  mode  of  relief.  Was  this  the  case  I 
What  plan  was  proposed  in  lieu  of  that  now 
offered?  None.  The  whole  body  politic  was 
diseased ;  parts  of  it  paralyzed ;  the  causes  of 
this  malody  still  eiist,  and  alarming  apprelien- 
dons  of  a  fatal  termination  are  expressed  by 
intelligent  men,  who  have  deeply  and  aniionsly 
studied  the  case,  unless  a  particular  course  <» 
practice  is  pursued— and  we  are  told  not  to  lis- 
ten to  their  opinions.  Does  not  the  question 
immediately  occur.  What  then  is  to  be  donet 
This  question  has  been  asked  and  repeated  with 
all  the  solicitude  of  a  suffering  pulicnt,  in  the 
agony  of  distress,  but  no  consolatory  onsww 
'  IS  ever  reached  our  impatient  cars. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  bad  before  him  sundrv  docu- 
ments to  snstiun  tlie  several  facts  he  iind  a.^ 
serted,  and  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
States  he  had  referred  to,  which  he  had  de- 
clined reading,  because  he  was  unwilling  to 
wB£te  more  of  the  valuable  time  of  the  Senate; 
and  he  sliould  conclude  by  remarking,  that,  as- 
suming all  the  purposes  of  the  society  to  be 
chimerical,  and  all  *e  hopes  of  its  friends  to 
be  delusive  and  viwinary,  as  Utaj  hod  been 
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chargod  to  be ;  asanmiog  that  Congress  canntit, 
or  will  not,  extend  the  eii  thej  ask ;  j«t  he 
claiioed  for  tham  the  usoal  courtesy  of  &  hear- 
ing  by  a  committee,  on  whose  report  the  Sen- 
ate sboold  annoaDCe  its  final  decision. 

Hi.  Haynb  rose,  in  reply  to  Ur.  Chaubkbs, 
and  sajd,  be  must  repeat  the  eipreaaioD  of  hia 
deep  regret  that  this  petition  should  be  forced 
OD  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 
I  hAd  indulged  the  hope,  sir,  when  it  was  with- 
drawn, two  days  ago,  that  we  shonLd  hear  no 
more  of  it,  at  least  during  the  present  semon, 
I  stand  prepared,  however,  to  resist  the  appU- 
oatioD  at  all  times,  and  UDder  ail  circomst^- 
ees ;  and,  especially,  when  it  comes  before  this 
body  in  sQcb  a  qoestionable  sh^te,  and  tinder 
rarcnmstances  o^onlated,  if  not  intended,  to 
forestall  fmbUo  opinion,  by  precluding  a  fall  and 
fair  inqmrj  into  the  merits  of  the  application. 
The  gentleman  from  Harylond  hod  complained 
of  the  oonrse  taken  in  relation  to  this  petition. 
He  bad  asked  if  it  was  usual  to  meet  a  petition, 
coming  from  any  respectable  qoarter,  by  refus- 
ing even  to  refer  it  t4>  a  committee.  Without  in- 
tending any  disrespect  towards  that  gentleman, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  we  have  jnst 
caose  of  oomplaint  at  the  oonrse  which  the  Col- 
onization Society  have  tbongbt  proper  to  pnr- 
sne  in  this  matter — a  course,  liable,  aa  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  the  strongest  reprobation.  For 
two  years  past,  oa  I  am  infbrmed,  have  this  so- 
ciety, at  their  annnal  -meeting  in  this  city, 
adopted  a  resolution,  directing  an  application 
to  Congress;  but,  while  we  were  ansionsly 
looking  for  the  attack,  not  unprepared  to  meet 
it,  no  petition  was  presented.  At  the  last 
meeting,  however,  held  in  this  city,  on  the  SOth 
of  the  oast  month,  the  following  resolution, 
propoeea  by  a  gentleman  high  in  of&oe,  (Ur. 
Cl;^t,)  who  made  a  speech  in  its  fovor,  which 
has  been  published  and  extensively  circulated, 
was  aaammonaly  adopted,  viz: 

"RaolneJ,  That  the  Board  of  Haungers  be  em- 
powered and  directed,  at  such  time  or  times  as  nuy 
nem  to  them  eipedient,  to  make  respectful  applica- 
tion to  tbe  CongreHs  of  the  UniLed  States,  and  to  tho 
LegisUlorcs  of  the  different  States,  for  snoh  pecu- 
niary aid,  in  furtherBoco  of  tbe  objects  of  the  society, 
■s  they  may  respectiiely  be  pleased  to  grant." 

The  moment  this  resolution  was  adopted,  I 
became  satisfied  Qxat  the  subject  would,  at 
lengtJi,  oome  before  Congress,  not  for  a  final 
detnaion,  but  in  such  a  form  as  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
uble,  a  victory  without  a  battle.  The  direc- 
tion contuned  in  that  resolution,  to  select  a 
favorable  time  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  the  btote  Legis- 
latures, it  was  obrions,  might  be  so  used  as  to 
prodnee  a  most  decbive  efibct  on  pablio  opin- 
ion, without  afibrding  an  opportunity  for  op- 
position. By  watching  on  opportunity,  such  a 
rtition  might  beintrodaoed  atamomentwhen 
could  not  be  thoroughly  examined — it  might 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  (which,  oc- 
eordmg  to  Parliamentary  role,  must  be  eom- 
poeedof  itafrie&da,)  and,  at  the  last  day  of  the 


session,  a  report  mi^ht  be  obtained,  to  he  print- 
ed and  circulated  without  the  opportunity  being 
aSbrded  of  examining  it,  and  oonnteracting  ita 
deleterious  efTecte,  here,  or  elsewhere.  A 
lodgment  might  thus  be  made  in  the  public 
mind,  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  from 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  hereafter 
to  dispossess  them.  Now,  sir,  whatever  majr 
be  the  design  of  gentlemen,  their  course  on  this 
occasion  leads  directly  and  inevitably  to  these 
results.  The  petition  has  been  brought  forward 
at  the  close  of  a  very  busy  session,  when  our 
tables  are  already  groaning  under  tbe  weight 
of  several  hundred  bills,  and  when  (as  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  himself  acknowledges) 
it  is  not  intended  to  act  on  tbe  su^ect,  further 
than  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  to 
obtain  a  report,  (favorable,  of  course,)  to  be 
disseminateu  at  the  public  expense,  throughout 
the  country.  Tbe  gentleman  thinks  this  is  a 
very  fair  and  usual  course,  and  says  it  is  that 
which  we  pursued  last  year  in  relation  to  the 
Bankrupt  Bill.  In  this  he  is  mistaken.  Tho 
Bankrupt  Bill  was  reported  on,  and  debated 
lost  year,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  then  have 
been  finally  acted  on ;  nor  was  it  abandoned 
until  that  hope  bod  vanished.  Tbe  usual  and 
proper  oourse  on  this  subject,  is,  to  send  to  a 
select  committee  of  its  friends,  any  meaauro 
where  there  is  a  general  opinion  favorable  to 
the  object,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  present 
it  in  iu  best  form ;  but  never  has  such  n  refer- 
ence been  allowed,  where  novel  or  dangerous 
measures  are  proposed,  or  where  there  are 
great  and  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion 
ou  the  subject.  Sir,  there  is  a  portion  of  this 
House — I  trust,  and  confidently  believe,  a  de- 
cided miyorily — who  are  altogether  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  this  petition.  Some  of  us  believe 
that  these  objects  ere  extremely  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  safety  of  this  Union ;  and  it  is 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  we  should  con- 
sent to  a  course  being  taken  with  respect  to  it, 
the  only,  the  almost  avowed  object  of  which 
is,  to  forestall  public  opinion,  and  to  infuse  a 
poison  into  the  public  mmd,  under  tbe  color  of 
our  outhority,  to  which  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power  to  apply  an  antidote,  and  which  may 
produce  hereafter  the  most  fiitol  consequences. 
EotertoiuLDg  this  opinion  we  ore  bound  to  pro- 
test against  tho  course  pursued  by  the  Coloni- 
zation tSociety,  on  tho  present  occasion.  We 
are  bound  to  reidst  the  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  committee  of  its  friends,  or  to  any  com- 
mittee, when  it  is  acknowledged  that  it  is  not 
even  expected  that  wo  should  now  act  upon  it 
definitively. 

The  gentleman  from  Uaryland  denies  that  it 
is  the  present  object  of  the  Colonization  Society 
to  induce  Congress  to  establish  a  colony  on  the 
const  of  Africa,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
that  olject.  Sir,  I  speak  from  the  language 
and  plain  import  of  the  petition  itself  which  is 
perfectly  clear  and  eiplic^  on  that  sul^eet.  The 
tenor  of  that  petition  is,  that  the  society  find 
that   they    cannot  conunond   tlie   pecuniaiT 
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meiuis  tma  printte  reaonrcea  to  amomplish 
tlie  olyeoU  of  the  sodety ;  that  they  cannot 
goTem  with  Boffioieat  visdom  and  energy,  a 
cotunj  BO  far  off,  and  composed  of  sact  discor- 
dant materisk ;  and,  therefore,  they  pray  for 
the  interposidon  of  the  authority  Of  toia  Ooy- 
emmeDt,  aud  the  applioatioa  of  the  national 
resources  to  this  object.  I  will  quote  a  part  of 
the  memorial  itself  to  put  thia  matter  beyond 
doaU: 

"  But  the  period  bu  at  length  arrived  -when  the 
■oeicty  would  no  loDger  be  JuMlfied  hi  relytsg  on 
iu  own  limited  raeources  for  aceomplishlng  WM  yet 
rematiu  of  iti  palriotio  imdertaUng. 

"  The  Colony  that  hw  been  willed,  mall  u  it  Ii, 
b  yet  too  l«rg«  to  be  governed  by  a  ^tant  and  no- 
incorporated  sociely.  If  the  acknowledged  imper- 
fecdona  of  human  nature,  and  the  muform  hiitorj 
of  mankind,  did  not  evince  the  dangers  uecetsarily 
connected  with  the  sudden  transition  ef  any  people 
Irom  a  state  of  moral  and  political  degradation  to 
one  of  unqualified  fivedom,  the  experience  of  the 
BriUih  Colony  at  Bierra  Leone  would  ■utBctently 
demonstrate  bow  ntteriy  &llacions  most  be  ell  relt- 
ance  on  political  restrictSons,  deriving  their  only 
MnctloQ  aon  the  voluntary  (ubmlidon  of  a  popula- 
tion aooh  as  that  of  which  the  Ct4oDy  at  Uberia  will 
be  composed.  And  if,  with  these  evidences  before 
It,  tlie  society  should  leave  its  in&nt  settlement  to 
the  inadequate  protection  to  be  drrived  from  Its 
own  reeources,  it  would  be  justly  chargeable  wiili 
all  the  evils  that  must  neceeurilj  result  from  the 
detective  powers  of  control  with  which  it  is  in- 

"  In  reference,  too,  to  the  great  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished, it  \a  now  time  to  loolc  to  other  ineftni 
-than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by  Indlviduai  charity. 
The  extent  to  which  reliance  nay  lie  placed  on  this 
tceonrce,  has  been.  In  a  great  measure,  ascertained ; 
and  it  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  undertak- 
ing, aided  as  it  has  lieen  by  all  the  oliartDB  of  nov- 
elty, means  have  been  Aunished  for  removing  only 
a  few  hundred  out  of  the  many  thousands  tlut  are 
annually  added  to  ttie  free  colored  population  of 
ttie  country,  it  is  obvious  that  a  further  dependence 
on  this  resource  would  be  little  less  than  an  abaa. 
donment  of  the  enteiprise.  The  evil  to  l>e  removed 
is  continuallj  increasing,  while  die  means  for  its  re- 
moval are  proportionably  dimlnUied;  and,  with 
every  exertion  on  tlte  part  of  the  ColoniiatioD  So- 
ciety, unlees  access  can  be  bad  to  other  resources, 
each  succeeding  year  must  find  it  more  remote  from 
the  object  of  Its  purauiL  Under  these  circumslan- 
ces,  the  society  baa  felt  itself  joitifled  in  asking  the 
immediate  and  ef^toal  interposition  of  the  Oov- 
enment  of  the  country.  The  otgeot  it  proposes  to 
'accomplish,  is  the  remold  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  color, 
within  the  Uoitcd  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of 
■uch  others  as  the  humanity  of  bidividuals,  and  the 
laws  of  the  different  States,  may  hereafter  Uberete. 
Buch  ao  object,  connected  as  it  Is  with  the  justice, 
the  humanity,  and  the  welfare  of  onr  country,  and 
calculated  to  elevate  the  character  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  a  very  degraded  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race,  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  as  one  of  deep 
and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  may  be  fafeiy  relied  on  for  sug- 
gesting aud  arming  the  naceHary  mcaDi  tat  its 
aeaoBnUaluMBt.'' 


Now,  air,  every  argnnieiit  whioh  I  tormerfy 
orged  BK^nfit  the  adoption  of  the  ookmial  eja- 
tem,  and  against  the  ri^t  and  expediency  ot 
appropriating  the  pnblio  mon^  for  tranqxxt- 
ing  persona  of  color  to  Africa,  are  directly  ap- 
plioable  to  this  petition.  I  eaid  then,  that  I 
did  not  propose,  at  this  time,  to  diKnsa  at  large 
either  of  these  great  qaeetioiia.  My  object  ia, 
to  get  rid  of  the  subject ;  to  dispose  of  it  at 
leaat  for  the  present  session,  merely  stating  the 
strong  RTOtrnds  of  obj  ection  which  had  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind,  i  shall  not  depart 
from  that  course  now,  cxoept  so  far  as  may  bo 
necessary  to  answer  the  orgamenta  nt;ged  on 
the  other  side.  The  gentleman  fhim  Uaryland 
in^ata  that  the  objecta  of  the  Colonizstioa  So- 
ciety are  pnrely  benevolent;  that,  among  ita 
members,  are  the  names  of  many  disUngnished 
men,  and  that  they  have  no  design  whatAver 
to  interfere  with  the  instjtntions  or  the  property 
of  the  Sonthem  Stales.  As  to  the  persons,  mr, 
who  compose  the  society,  there  are  many  for 
whom  1  entertain  the  most  unfeigned  rwpecL 
I  believe  they  consist  of  several  claasee.  Th«« 
is  a  large  and  rcspeotabie  ctnss  of  paper  mem- 
l>ers — men  of  high  standing  and  reputation, 
whose  names  aro  used  to  grace  the  lists, — bnt 
who  never  attend  the  meetings  of  the  society, 
or  take  any  pai-t  in  their  proc^dinga — many  of 
them  now  as  mneh  opposed  to  the  society  and 
ita  objects,  as  the  gentlNnan  (a  member  of  this 
1>ody)  who  told  as  last  year,  in  a  speech  ag^nst 
the  society,  how  his  name  came  to  be  enrolled 
among  its  members.  Anotlter  daas  consists  of 
very  benevolent  gentlenMn,  wtioee  philaathrt^v- 
has  indnced  them  to  engage  In  a  sebraM,  wbi^ 
they  hope  rosy,  in  scHae  degrM,  (thoa^  they 
do  not  clearly  perceive  how,)  ameliorats  tM 
condition  of  the  African  race  tn  this  coontiT. 

There  is  still  another  clssa,  sir,  I  fear,  «f 
men,  fand  what  proporticHi  they  may  bear  to 
the  wnole,  and  vnat  infinence  tiiey  may  exer- 
cise over  the  proceedings  of  the  society,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say,)  who  are  inBuHtoed  by  a 
love  of  popolarity  and  distinction,  and  who 
seek  all  such  ocoaaiona  of  bringing  themsdves 
before  the  pnbilc  as  the  zealoos  advocates  of 
any  scheme  which  takes  the  popular  ear  for  a 
day,  or  addresses  itself  to  the  ^ytnpathlM  <rf 
the  people.  Bnch  men  never  heaitate  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  popular  tide,  in  the  expectai- 
tion  of  being  carri^  safe  to  the  haven  of  their 
hopes.  To  them  it  Mgnifies  little  how  dsnger- 
ons  the  scheme  may  be,  if  they  can  attach  to  it 
the  names  of  liberty  or  philanthropy. 

Ur.  Jefitrson's  name  has  been  quoted,  aa  if 
he  had  sanctioned  this  society.  I  was  glad  to 
l>e  informed  that  the  letter  alluded  to  waa 
written  sixteen  years  ago,  and  could,  thereforey 
have  hod  no  Iworing  on  this  society ;  which  had 
then  no  existence,  and  which,  1  believe,  he 
never  countenanced,  even  so  fiir  as  to  beeune  a 
paper  member. 

The  gentieman  trtan  Uaryland  has  vindteated 
the  object  of  the  society.  I  do  not  eonsider 
this  a  at  occasion  to  go  at  large  into  that  rab- 
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JoeL  Tbe  time  taa^  taiDt  when  it  will  be  mj 
dot/  to  do  lo,  and  I  shoU  not  Bhriok-from  the 
ta^  I  tnut,  however,  I  eball  be  esoowd  in 
f^ing  A  few  words  ia  replj  to  that  genHeman, 
erea  tt,  thia  time.'  He  insists  that  it  is  not  the 
visli  or  intention  of  the  society  to  interfere 
with,  or  in  anj  wsy  dictorb,  the  polioj  of  the 
Soatbem  SUt«i.  So  laj  the  society.  Bot^ 
sir,  &ota  mesk  stronger  than  profearicMis.  And 
what  are  the  bets  I  Are  not  the  membtn  and 
scents  of  this  societj  everywhere  (even  while 
Jir'lfi'Tniwg  sU  snch  intentions)  miking  proola* 
matwM  that  the  end  of  their  scheme  is  univer- 
mI  wundpatioa  t  HaTewenot  heard  thur  or- 
stors,  at  their  moMiiigB  here^  openly  held  ODder 
the  «7ca  of  Congresa  asking  whether,  when  all 
the  &ee  p«opW  (4  ocuor  are  tnuuported,  we  are 
tortoptoere;  and  answerii^  their  qoestion  by 
the  avowal  that  the  great  work  will  be  but 
than  b^ont  Sir,  let  any  man  examine  the 
vbde  seope  and  tendency  of  the  reports  and 
■peecbee  made  to  tblseooiety,  nay,  of  this  very 
manifesto,  published  by  th^  authority,  and  he 
most  be  dull  of  epprehensiMi.  if  he  does  not 
pcNwve  that  the  spirit  which  lurks  beneath 
their  Ikir  professions,  is  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
beat  interests  of  the  Sonthem  States ;  and  not 
tbe  leii  so  beoause  it  comes  clothed  in  the  garb 
of  friwdship,  and  with  professions  of  peace  and 
good  wiU.  Beudea,  sir,  does  not  every  Sooth- 
cm  man  know  that,  wherever  the  Oolonixation 
Booiety  has  invaded  our  oonotry,  a  spirit  of 
bcMtil^  to  oar  institntions  has  instantly  sprang 
opt  This  n^  be  what  the  gentleinaa  whose 
ipeed)  I  have  jnst  quoted,  calls  "  the  ooUateral 
eonieqiienees  "  of  the  aooiety's  prooeedingi ; 
for  which  he  says  the  "  society  are  not  r«apon- 
ribU." 

But,  sir,  if  gentlemen  will  do  aot^  and  hold 
langnage,  and  euooorage  a  Hdrit  which  most, 
of  naeevity,  sow  the  seeds  ot  sedition,  and  pro- 
dnos  disawd,  it  must  be  a  str^ned  constmction 
which  shall  justify  their  conduct,  because  these 
Mmeqnenoea  are  "collateral"  and  "not  di- 
tuL"  Look  at  the  object  expressly  avowed  in 
fliii  petitkm :  for  the  acoompUdhment  of  which; 
CcngTCM  is  now  called  upon  to  furnish  aid. 
"The  object,"  Bay  the  petitioners,  "is,  the  re- 
noTsl  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  their  own 
,  eoMcnt,  of  SDob  people  of  color  within  tlie 
United  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  snch 
others  as  the  humanity  of  individoalB  and  the 
laws  of  tbe  different  States  may  hereafter  liber- 
stet"  pMNUg  over  the  first  part  of  this 
sBbeme,  what  would  be  the  direct  tendency 
nd  effect  of  tbe  adoption  of  the  policy  recom- 
nwnded  by  the  first  clause  of  this  sentence,  by 
tbe  Federal  Government!  The  natitnud  funds 
ace  to  be  sppropriuted  for  the  purpom  of  trans- 
pMtiag  such  sIsTes  as  their  owners  may  con- 
Md  to  emsncipBte  for  that  purpose.  If  this  be 
tskw  Bp  as  a  national  ol^ect ;  if  we  have  the 
power  and  the  inclination,  and  should  resolve 
to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  this  object, 
rf  conrN  wo  would  be  at  libwty  to  offer  any 
Inptation  we  ^eaae  to  indaoe  the  owners  of 


slaves  to  tonsent.  It  is  useless  to  disgnise  the 
truth — if  this  policy  should  ever  be  ad<^ted  by 
this  Giovemment,  they  will  so  directly  into  the 
market  as  tbe  purchasers  of  onr  slavee,  for  the 
purpose  of  emandpatlon  and  transportation. 
This  is  the  point  to  which  this  policy  directly 
and  inevitably  leads.  Now,  I  Will  ask  gentle- 
men to  coDtemplate  dispassionately  the  effect 
that  is  to  be  prodocod  on  the  Southern  States,  by 
this  Government  being  notoriously  in  tbe  mar- 
ket, withiU  Treasury  of  $20,000,000  or  $80, 000,- 
000,  as  the  purchasets  of  onr  slaves,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emancipation.  Can  yon  touch  this  mass 
(tf  a  now  contented,  hs^py,  and  usefol  class  of 
beings,  without  disqnieting  their  minds,  creatine 
diss^s&ction,  des^^ins  their  usefnliuM,  and 
bringing  rain  on  the  whole  community  t  Kuch 
has  been  already  done  to  destroy  the  ccmfidenoe 
and  impur  the  mutual  affection  which  bas 
hitherto  so  happily  subsisted  between  the  mas- 
ter and  his  slave ;  bat  adopt  this  policy  and  !t 
wiU  be  destroyed  forever.  Besides,  sir,  once 
bring  this  Government  into  the  mu-ket  at  pur- 
chasers, and  they  will  fix  their  own  terms. 
Once  admit  the  principle,  and,  in  its  applica- 
tion, it  must  inevitably  lead  to  divesting  us  of 
onr  property,  on  such  tenna  aa  Congress  may 
choose  to  prescribe ;  the  insidions  movementa 
of  Colonization  and  Abolition  Societies,  tha 
distribution  of  political  tracts,  and  a  few  incen- 
dianr  resolutions,  introduced  into  Congress  and 
the  State  Legislatures,  (events  vhich  have,  in 
part,  occurred  oven  in  our  own  time,)  will  re- 
duce the  value  of  our  property  to  any  standard 
this  Government  chooees  to  prescribe.  So  it 
has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  so  it  will  be 
here.  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  bas 
lived  many  years  in  the  West  Indiee,  that,  by 
the  perpetual  agitaUon  of  thisqneationinGreat 
Britain,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  lands  in  that 
country  have  been  rednced  to  leas  than  half 
thnr  value ;  and  slaves  to  ten  pounds  per  hesd ; 
and  sbonld  the  British  Government  choose  to 
purchase  them,  it  will  be  the  easiest  thing  in 
nature  so  to  shake  tbe  public  confidence  in  that 
species  of  proper^,  as  to  reduce  th^  value  to 
nothing. 

In  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  can  any  man  be 
so  blind  as  not  to  see  and  feel  the  dangerons 
tendency  of  the  measures  recommended  to  na 
by  this  society !  Sir,  the  truth  cannot  be  dis- 
guised— it  must  be  told.  The  only  safety  of 
the  Southern  States  is  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
raeut  to  tou(^  the  satyect  at  all.  Thank  God, 
the  constltntion  gives  them  no  power  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  colonization,  or  to  interfere 
with  oar  institutions,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil.  This  is  the  very  "Ark  of  the  Covenant," 
in  which  alone  we  will  find  safety. 

I  have  ssid,  sir,  that  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  society  is  alU^tlier  visionary  and  imprsc-  , 
ticablc.  Without  going  fnlly  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  will  offer  one  illuEtration  of  it.  In  the 
speech  mode  in  the  so^ty,  in  support  of  tliia 
^iplication  to  Congress,  the  views  <£  the  mxA- 
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tty  ore  explained,  and,  I  prcsnme,  it  will  not 
be  coQBldered  nnfiur  to  try  the  society  by  the 
test  of  the  deliberate  opinion  expressed  by 
of  their  high  officers,  to  a  speech  raiide  in  sap- 
port  of  this  very  application  to  Conttresa,  print- 
ed at  the  request  of  the  society,  and  extensWe- 
ly  circulated.  In  the  sixth  page  of  this  speech, 
it  is  explicitly  stated,  "  that  the  trae  satnre  of 
the  evil,"  (for  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  so- 
ciety to  provide  a  "remedy,")  is  "not  that 
there  are  some,  but  that  there  are  so  many 
among  us  of  a  diilerent  caste."  "  That  the  Af- 
rican part  of  onr  population  bears  so  lai^  a 
proportion  to  the  rcsidne  of  European  origin, 
ts  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  es- 
pecially in  some  qn&rters  of  the  Union,"  and  that 
the  object  is,  "  in  a  material  degree  to  dimin- 
ish, or  render  stationary,  this  dangeroDS  ele- 
ment in  the  general  mass." 

The  means  are  next  pointed  ont  by  which 
this  great  object  is  to  be  obtained.  It  Is  to 
transport  6,000  free  persons  of  color,  annually 
to  Africa,  which,  at  twenty  dollars  each,  will 
cost  one  hnndred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars 
per  Bonnm.  "This  (we  are  assured)  if 
whole  scheme  of  the  society."  Now,  ur. 
any  scheme  be  more  preposteroos,  any'  evil 
more  imaginary,  or  any  remedy  more  inade- 
quate to  remove  it,  if  it  had  an  existence  , 
where  bat  in  the  disordered  fancies  of  those 
who  conjure  it  up  to  alarm  the  timid,  or  influ- 
ence the  weak  and  credulous!    We  are  told 


ainon^  us,  ondof  "  the  lively  apprehension "  felt 
on  this  subject.  Danger,  sir)  IVom  less  than 
two  millions  of  ignorant  and  unarmed  people, 
scattered  over  an  immense  region,  and  without 
tlio  means  of  concert  or  eo-operation,  in  a  pop- 
ulation of  twelve  millions  of  brave,  intelligent, 
and  united  freemen  I  As  to  the  "  lively  appre- 
hensions "  fWim  which  our  kind  and  considerate 
friends  have  volnnteered  to  relieve  us — lei 
tell  them,  tlmt  we  have  no  fears,  except  from 
their  unculled-for  interference  in  onr  concerns. 
Bir,  a  mistake  has  gone  abroad  on  this  subject, 
which  must  be  corrected.  I  know  that  lan- 
cuage,  similar  to  that  which  I  havojust  quoted, 
has  been  so  often  used  in  certain  quarters,  that 
an  opinion  prevails  in  some  portions  of 
Union,  that  the  Southern  States  are  dependent 
upon  them;  that  they  cannot  maintain  their 
existence,  without  the  protection  of  their  North- 
em  brethren ;  and  hence  it  is,  sir,  that  very  lit- 
tle scruple  is  felt  in  imposing  burthens  (by  tar- 
ifii  and  other  impositions)  on  those  who  are 
supposed  to  be  "  in  mercy."  Sir,  let  rae  assuro 
our  Northern  brethren  that  this  is  altogether  a 
delusion.  We  feel  ourselves  perfectly  adequate 
to  our  own  protection,  and  we  feel  no  appre- 
hensions whatever,  except  from  their  unau- 
thorized and  dangerous  intermeddling  with  onr 
institutions.  It  is  tme,  sir,  that  much  has 
been  already  done  to  create  difficulties,  and 
our  only  ap)>rehen^on  arises  from  a  belief  that 
a  recklesa  perseverance  in  tho  course  which 


has  been  for  some  time  pursued,  (ostennl^ 
for  our  benefit,  bnt  in  truth  to  our  injury,) 
may  lead  to  scenes  over  which  humaiuty  must 

But,  if  tho  danger  was  in  reality  such  as  the 
Colonization  Society  suppose,  what  are  we  to 
say  to  the  remedy  propoeed  for  so  great  and 

K easing  an  evil  I  Sir,  it  is  abEolutely  beyond 
lief,  that  any  one  should  gravely  propose  to 
accomplish  so  great  an  end  by  sooh  feeble  means. 
The  safety  of  ten  millions  of  people  is  endan- 
gered by  the  great  relative  proportion  whidi 
two  millions  of  people  hear  to  twelve  millions, 
and  to  remove  tnis,  it  is  proposed  to  transport 
six  thousand  per  annum  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
at  an  expense  of  twenty  dollars  each.  Now, 
what  Inflnenca  can  the  removal  of  ai  thousand 
persons  aimually,  possibly  have  on  the  safety 
of  SQch  a  nation  as  this!  Sir,  the  numb^ 
would  not  even  be  missed.  According  to  the 
laws  which  govern  population,  their  places 
wonld  be  supplied  immediately,  and  tlie  coun- 
try wotild  proceed  on  its  steady  march,  without 
the  smallest  interruption  from  this  insignificant 
diminution  of  their  nambers.  And  yet,  this, 
we  are  assured,  is  "  the  whole  object  of  the  so- 
ciety." The  other  part  of  the  calculation  Ii 
equally  fallacious.  Twenty  dollars  to  tranq>ort 
a  person  to  Africa  and  establish  him  there! 
Why,  sir,  it  would  cost  more  to  carry  him  to 
tho  place  of  embarkation.  To  transport  him, 
including  all  expenses,  would  cost  donble  that 
amount ;  and  then,  if  yon  do  not  mean  to  leave 
him  to  perish,  you  must  build  houses,  and  f^ 
nish  fo<M,  clothing,  medicines,  and  efficient  pro- 
tection, for  at  least  a  year.  If  you  pat  the  ex- 
pense of  all  this  at  (100,  I  am  sure  you  would 
fall  far  below  the  mark.  Gentlemen,  on  whoss 
judgment  and  accuracy  I  rely,  have  estimated  It 
at  (200.  Bnt  we  have  some  lights  on  this  subject, 
which  may  assist  us  in  counting  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting persons  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  tho  ex- 
pense 01  the  public.  I  Lave  the  official  doco' 
meats  before  me,  showing  that  there  has  al- 
ready been  actually  expended  by  the  United 
Stales,  under  the  act  for  transporting  csptorcd 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  tOO.TuT  67: 
there  having  been  actually  transported  only 
about  thirty,  equal  to  about  (3,000  apiece.  It 
is  true  that  there  have  been  supported  in  the  ^ 
United  States,  (pending  certain  legal  investiga- 
tions,) about  180  more.    But  here  is  an  esti- 

1  just  submitted  by  the  Government,  of  tho 

I  now  wanted  to  transport  and  maintain 
these.  The  transportation,  from  the  port  of 
embarkation,  is  put  down  at  (40  eaclt— equal 

to  (r,soo. 

Provisions  and  clotliing  (including  the  30  al- 
ready at  the  igcncv)  (3,000 
Medicine  and  Hofpital  Storei,  1,000 
Lumber,  4o.  2,0I!0 
Salaries,  Principal  and  Assistant,  S,SM) 
arious  e>EpenBeB  of  the  Agency  that  cin- 
lot  be  cadtDeled  with  any  accuracy,       1I,2H 
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Equal,  in  round  nambers,  to  sboat  tlSO  for 
each  AiricoD  transported. 

But,  if  7on  add  the  whole  expenees  to  which 
the  UoTemmeat  will  have  been  aul^ected  in 
tike  tran3p(«tation  of  thew  SDO  Afncana,  the 
Acconnt,  as  appears  from  the  document  before 
me,  will  stand  thus : 


ExpenBes  b;  wcount,  to 

Sd  Jumuf,  1S2T,        tlS,8iT  69 
Adranees  t«  Agents,         10,366  t1 


170,114  CT 
aboTe  ipedfied,  SS.aw  00 

$09,404  67 
Eqna)  to  abont  one  hundred  thousand  dtdlars 
for  tiie  trsnsportation  (tf  SCO  Afncana,  or  about 
$JfOOeach. 

Bot,  If  )t  b  reallj  and  trolir  the  single  object 
of  the  society  to  relieve  the  country  from  the 
danger  resuking  from  the  large  proportion 
which  the  African  popolation  in  this  oonntry 
bears  to  ttie  rest,  surely  nothing  short  of  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  annnsl  increase 
will  effect  that  object.  Even  this  wonld  leave 
that  population  undiminished.  Kotr,  whnt  is 
the  ftnnnal  increase  ?  At  4  per  cent,  it  wonld 
be  80,000 ;  at  3  per  cent  it  wonld  be  40,000 — 
hot  taking  the  average  increase  for  thirty 
years,  from  1T90  to  tSSO,  it  exceeds  8  per  cent 
In  round  numbers,  therefore,  it  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  60,000.  Nothing  short  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  this  nnmber,  annually,  eonld  accomplish 
the  objects  of  the  society,  and  this  wonld  cost 
six  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  lowest  calcula- 
tion, and  probably  double  that  amount  Can 
the  society  do  this  ?  Can  the  Government  do 
it  T  y!o  rational  man  will,  for  a  moment,  say  so. 
So  perfectly  chimerical  then,  Mr.  President, 
■re  the  plans  and  colcolations  of  this  society. 
"Hie  whole  object  of  the  society  is  to  remove 
an  imaginary  danger,  and  by  means  as  inade- 
quate, as  if  thev  shonld  attempt  to  move  the 
world,  even  without  the  lever  of  Archimedes, 
Sir,  this  whole  sul^ect  is  grossly  misnnderstood, 
and  egregionaly  misrepresented.  The  progress 
of  time  and  of  events  IS  providing  an  effectual 
remedy  for  the  evil,  concerning  which,  some 
gentlemen  are  sosensitive.  In  this  very  speech 
focts  are  stated,  that  ought  to  quiet  forever  the 
minds  of  the  most  philanthropic,  on  this  enb- 
Ject — facts  drawn  from  ofBcial  documents, 
which  show  conclusively  that  the  relative  in- 
crease, for  many  years  past  bf^  heen  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  free  white  population,  and 
that  the  relative  proportion  of  the  colored  pop- 
ulation, whether  free  or  slave,  b  certainly  di- 
mtnistiuig,  almost  in  an  arithmetical  proper- 

Witbont  going  over  the  table  before  me,  I 
shall  merely  dve  a  few  resnlts, 
TouIX.— SI 


The  rate  of  Inerease  of  ilamt,  for  ten  ysari^  boa 
ISIO  to  1820,  VM  3.911  per  cent. 

Ditto  of  persons  of  color  i.G2S  percent. 

While  the  mean  ratio  of  increue  for  thirty  yttm, 
from  1190  to  IBaO.was— 

Of  llaTes,  8  per  cent. 

Peisons  of  color,  npwards  of  G  per  cent. 

Showing,  clearly,  that  the  increase  has  been 
considerably  leas,  during  the  lost  ten  years, 
than  for  the  twenty  years  preceding,  and  also 
that  the  present  ratio  of  increase  is  moch  belpw 
that  of  the  free  white  popnktion. 

Thns,  nr,  it  wpears,  that  the  Almighty,  in 
the  wise  order  of  his  providence,  has  marked 
ont  the  course  of  events,  which  will  not  onlj 
remove  alt  danger,  bat  gradually,  and  effectu- 
ally, and  "  in  his  own  good  time,"  accomplish 
our  deliverance  from  what  gentlemen  are 
Dleaaed  to  consider  as  "the  cnrse  of  the  land." 
The  European  population  b  now  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  that  of  the  African  race 
at  frtim  two  to  three  per  cent.,  (and  their  rale  erf 
increase  constantly  diminishing.)  The  former 
will  be  donbled  in  abont  twenty -five  years,  the 
latter  will  notprobably  be  doubled  in  less  than 
fifty  years.  "While  this  process  Is  going  on,  the 
colored  classes  are  gradually  diffiising  them- 
selves throughout  the  country,  and  are  making 
steady  advances  in  intelligence  and  reiinement; 
and  if  half  the  zeal  wore  displayed  in  bettering 
their  condition,  that  is  now  wasted  in  the  rain 
and  fruitless  effort  of  Bending  them  abroad,' 
their  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  wonld 


tion  of  the  colored  population  to  the  white  b 
greatly  diminbhed,  riuves  cease  to  be  valuable^ 
and  emancipation  follows  of  course,  and  they 
are  swallowed  op  in  the  common  mass.  Wher- 
ever free  labor  is  put  in  full  and  snocessful  op- 
eration, slave  labor  ceases  to  be  profitable.  It 
b  true  that  it  is  a  very  gradnal  operation,  and 
it  must  be  to  be  succesafol  or  desirable.  Time 
and  patience,  therefore,  are  only  wonting  to 
effect  the  great  object  which  genuemen  profess 
to  have  in  view — and  to  effect  it  safely,  pru- 
dently, and  in  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
done,  without  the  inevitable  min  of  all  parties- 
concerned.  And  gentlemen,  In  their  intemperate 
zeal  in  what  is  miscalled  the  caose  of  justice 
and  humanity,  are  attempting  to  anticipate 
events,  and  insist  on  reaping  the  frait  at  once, 
not  only  before  the  harvest  b  ripe,  bnt  before 
they  have  token  the  pains  to  tiU  the  ground, 
or  to  sow  the  seed. 

The  gentleman  from  Ifaryland,  admitting 
that  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashmun  has  been  cen- 
surable, yet  seems  to  think  that  I  have  repre- 
sented the  matter  too  strongly,  and  he  insists 
that,  as  Agent  of  the  United  States,  he  has  q 
right  to  capture  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
and  at  all  eventa,  however  censurable  hb  con- 
duct may  be,  that  the  Government;  and  not  tho 
society,  ore  answerable  for  it  Sir,  though  Dr. 
Ashmun  dates  his  letter  at  the  "  United  Btatea 
Agency,"  and  ^aks  of  himself  as  the  Beptft- 
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MDtative  of  the  United  Stat«B,  and  of  hia  acts 
as  the  acta  of  this  GoTemment,  I  am  jet  to 
l«am  th&t  our  coDstitntion  and  laws  ^ve  the 
Blightest  SBDction  to  these  preCensionB.  Hia 
Duthoritj  is  deriyed  entirelj  fh)m  the  act  of 
Sd  Kanih,  1819,  which  merely  appropriates 
a  sum  of  monej  to  enable  the  Freeident  to 
can»e  to  be  sent  back  to  their  own  conntiy,  any 
Africans  ill^allr  imported  into  the  United 
States.  Dr.  A^mnn  has  been  employed  oa 
Ageot  nnder  that  act,  and  hia  powers  and  du- 
ties are  strictly  limited  to  recoiviog  sach  Af- 
ricans 08  may  be  sent  from  tliis  eoontry,  and 
cansiog  them  to  be  restored  to  their  respectiTe 
tribes.  Where,  then,  can  he  derive  anthority 
to  destroy  the  slave  trade— to  suppress  piracy 
— to  captnre  and  break  up  French  and  Span- 
ish establidiments  on  the  coast — to  take  pris- 
oners, destroy  property,  and  conduct  military 
«i|>editions  t  As  to  the  slloged  piratical  char- 
acter of  the  Spanish  schooner,  against  which 
tlie  Dr.  undertook  hiu  first  hostile  expedition, 
he  himself  expressly  declares,  that  her  papers 
were  all  regular;  that  she  was  engegea  m  a 
lawful  trade,  and  lliat  there  was  not  oven  a 
suspicion  of  her  having  been  engaged  in  any  nn- 
lawfnl  act,  prior  to  her  taking  from  an  English 
brig  an  anchor,  and  some  other  articles  not 
specified.  The  case,  therefore,  is  clear — that 
expedition,  like  all  the  rest,  was  nndertaken 
in  furtherance  of  the  great  scheme  of  putting 
davin  theilave  trade — an  object  doubtless 
desirable,  and  extremely  benevolent,  but  - 
which  Dr.  Ashman  has  no  more  to  do,  than  he 
bos  in  that  of  establishing  free  Governments 
throughout  the  world.  There  can  be  no  other 
pretext  than  this  for  the  attack  on  Will's  Town, 
and  the  capture  of  the  slaves  and  other  property 
there — nor  indeed  for  any  of  the  expeditions 
of  which  I  have  before  spoken.  Kow,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  EiecutiTe  formally  disa- 
vows all  of  these  unlawful  acts,  and  throws  them 
on  Dr.  Ashmnn,  as  the  Agenl  of  the  society. 
And  what  do  they  do)  I  know  nothing  of 
their  proceedings  or  opinions,  except  what  I 
derive  from  their  public  acts ;  but  I  do  know 
that,  at  tlieir  annual  meeting  here,  on  the  20th 
January  last,  they  did  pass  a  resolution  ap- 
proving of  the  oondoot  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  with- 
out any  restriction  or  limitation  whatsoever. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  society  has  sano- 
tJoiied  the  unlawful  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmnn,  as 
their  Agent — acts  of  which  this  Govern- 
ment baa  disapproved— and  they  now  come 
hero  and  wish  us  to  take  the  business  into 
own  hands.  Sir,  the  course  of  this  affair  has 
demonstrated  that  political  power  cannot  be 
entrusted  to  Agents  three  tlionsand  miles  off, 
^ivhfttever  the  character  of  such  Agents  may 
be,)  without  being  liable  to  abuse.  It  is  mani- 
fest tiiat  a  private  society  always  must  be  inad- 
eqnate  to  the  Government  of  a  Colony — a  dis- 
covery which  the  Colonization  Society  seems 
jtt  length  to  have  made,  and  which  it  would 
have  been  well  for  themselves,  for  their  c" "- 
tryi  and  for  the  persons  who  have  been  t 
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ported  to  a  barbarons  and  distant  land,  if  they 
hod  made  before  their  society  was  institu- 
ted. What  thent  Shall  the  United  States 
adopt  this  ill-fated  Colonv  t  Bhall  they,  with 
the  fotal  experience  of  all  other  countries  en 
the  subject  Wore  their  eyes,  enter  upon  He 
CoUnitH  Sytttm  f  Shall  they  form  a  Colony 
three  thousand  miles  off — a  Colony  on  the 
Continent  of  AMca,  and  above  all,  a  Colmy 
to  be  composed  entirely  of  a  deecription  n 
persons  nnut  for  self-government,  and  in  every 
respect  unprepared  for  the  new  state  of  politi- 
cal existence  in  which  they  are  to  be  placed! 
For  my  own  part,  Ur.  President,  I  am  resolved 
to  pve  no  countenance  whatever  to  any  snch 
wild  and  extravagant  projects,  by  whatever 
specious  namea  they  may  be  called.  I  will  not 
consent  even  to  entertain  the  question;  and  I 
shall  move  to  lay  this  petition  on  the  table,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  its  reference 
to  any  committee,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
Senate  may  hear  no  more  of  it,  either  darisg 
the  present  session,  or  at  any  other  time. 

After  a  few  words  fh)m  Mr.  Bentoh,  on  tha 
same  side  of  the  question,  the  petition  vta,  on 
his  niotioii,  laid  upon  the  table. 

UoTnM.T,  Febmary  18, 

In  Steret  Senium. — Panama  Million — JTMntno- 

ticn  of  Mr.  PoinMett. 

Tha  Senate  resnmed  the  condder&lion  of  tha 
nominatian  of  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  as  Envoy  Extn- 
ordinary  and  llinister  PlenipotentJory  of  tlw 
United  States  to  the  Assembly  of  American 
Ministers,  transferred  from  Panama  to  Tacn- 
bayo,  in  Mexico,  in  the  place  of  Itichard  C.  An^ 
derson,  deceased. 

Mr.  Behton  offered  the  following  reeolutioD: 

JUlolvtd,  That  It  is  inexpedient  for  the  United 
States  to  seed  any  Uiniiter  in  the  place  of  B.  C. 
Anderson,  deceased,  to  the  Congress  of  Americsa 
Nations  at  Tocutwya. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  reaolntion, 
it  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote: 

Tsis.— HesiTS.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Cli»i>- 
dler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlay,  EaTne,  KiM, 


White,  WUIianw,  and  Woodbury— 83. 

Nats.— Uesers.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  BanlifrDy, 
Chambers,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendri<M 
Holmes,  Johnson  of  Eentacby,  Johnson  of  Lonit- 
iana,  Knight,  Harks,  Hilhi,  Noble,  Seed,  Robblm, 
Haggles,  ^nford,Sevmaur,SlBbee,&nilh  of  MS17- 
Und,  Thomas,  and  WUley— 2S. 
Mr.  BiKTON  submitted  the  following  resolatinoi 
"  It  appearing  to  the  Senate,  from  tlie  docu- 
ments communicated  by  the  Preeident,  in  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  League,  and  Perpetual  Ooofed- 
eration,  concluded  by  the  AsBembly  of  Americsn 
Nntions  at  Panama,  on  the  IGth  of  Jnly,  ISifi, 
it  is  stipulated  that  the  Oovemments  there  rep- 
resented, would  renew  their  invitations  to  the 
neutral  and  ftiendly  powers  to  send  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  Tacubs^a;  and  it  furthw  appMring 
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that  no  BQch  iaritotitma  hare  jet  been  given  to 
our  Government : 

"  7%ertfbrt,  retolved.  That,  withont  now  expremng 
Its  opinioa  u  to  the  expediene;  of  the  United  Stktea 
being  repFeaenled  at  tba  Congrees  of  Tkcubaja,  tbe 
Senate  an  of  onnion  that  no  further  atepe  ought 
to  be  taken  in  UuX  Miasion,  nor  anj  further  expense 
incurred." 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  this  reaolatlon, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  followE ; 

Tc^a. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Brancb,  Chan- 
dkr,  Cobb,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Flndlar,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  UcEinlej,  Uocon,  Baiidol{^,  BidKelj.Bowon, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Van  Buren, 
Wlule,  WiUlams,  and  Woodbary— S2. 

Katb. — UeaDS.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Boullgny, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  £dwards,  Harrison,  Een- 
dricka.  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Eentuclij,  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Knight,  Marks,  Mills,  Koble,  Reed,  Rob- 
bins,  Raggtes,  Sanfotd,  Seymour,  Bilsbee,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Thomas,  and  Wille;— S5. 

The  Queetion  being  put,  "Will  the  Senate  ad- 
visa  and  oongent  to  the  appointment  of  Joe)  B. 
Poinsett,  aa  Minister  Flcnipotentiorj,"  &a^  it 
-was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton,  £d- 
wardd,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Eolmea,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Eaoe,  Knight,  UcKinley, 
Marks,  Hil^  Koble,  Reed,  Robbioa,  Buggies,  San- 
ford,  Seymour,  ^lebce,  Smith  of  Md.,  Thomas, 
Wmey— 30. 

Mats. — Meesre.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dickerson,  Findtay,  King,  Hacon,  Raodolph,  lUdge- 
Ij.  RowsD,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Van  Buren, 
White,  WiUiams,Woodbnrj— 17. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  tbe  nomination 
of  Jolin  Boyle,  of  Kentucky,  to  the  office  of 
Jadge  of  the  United  States,  for  the  District  of 
Kentnchy,  and  on  the  qnestion  of  advi^ng  and 
consenting  to  that  nomination,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Ykas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Bo uligny,  Chambers,  Cbose,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edirardt,  Harrison,  HarDe,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnson  of  Ky.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  King, 
Knight,  MoKinley,  Marks,  Noble,  Bced,  Ridgely, 
Robbiiu,  Bugglea,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md., 
TaiaweD,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  While,  WiUey,  Wil- 
Dams,  Woodbnrj— 87. 

KiTa — Memrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Findlay,  Macon, 
Randolph,  Rowan,  Binith  of  South  Carolina — 7. 

On  motion,  tho  injunction  of  secrecy  was  then 
removed  from  the  ubo^ 


TtreaDiT,  February  18. 
Land/err  a  Canal  in  IndioTia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HESCKioxa,  the  bit!  to  ap- 
pTupriate  a  certaia  quantity  of  land  for  the  open- 
ing of  a  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  tho  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  and  the  amendment  ofiered  by 
Jix.  HoLiua  on  f  riday,  wore  toliaa  up. 

Mr.  UoLHXs  then  withdrew  that  amendment 
and  ofilered  two  others,  raaUug  the  grant  of 
land  for  the  canal  to  amount  to  the  half  of  five 
Mctiona  in  width  on  each  nde  of  the  canal,  and 


each  alternate  section  to  be  reserved  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  sold  by  the  Commissioner 
of  tho  Land  Office,  under  tne  direction  of  the 
Prcaident  of  the  United  States;  which  were  put 
and  carried. 

A  debate  of  oonsiderable  length  took  place 
upon  this  bill,  chiefly  upon  points  of  the  dis- 
cnauon  of  Friday,  in  which  Keesrs.  Suiro,  of 
South  Oarolina,  Hasbuwr,  and  Eiix,  took  part. 

Mr.  Cna.iiDi.xn  observed,  that,  as  no  time  for 
the  oompietion  of  the  canal  bod  been  fixed,  be 
wonld  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
that  some  soeh  limitation  should  be  fixed. 

Mr.  EaKHi  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  by  which  the  State  of  Indiana  was  bound 
to  commence  and  oompleta  the  canal  in  given 
periods.  This  proposition  gave  rise  to  much 
diacaseion  between  lleesTS.  HaSDnOKB,  E^toh, 
Ohus-dlss,  Rumelt,  Eouua,  and  Koaui,  when 
the  proposition  of  ill.  Eitok  having  been  mod- 
iSed  to  make  it  inoombeiit  on  the  Slate  of  In- 
diana to  commence  the  canal  in  five  years,  and 
complete  it  in  twenty  years,  and  binding  tbe 
State  to  pay  the  amount  of  any  lands  that  shall 
have  been  sold,  should  tbe  canal  not  be  com- 

gleted — and  making  all  titles  to  land  under  the 
tate  valid. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  token  and  carried. 

The  que£tioa  then  recnrrine  on  engroeaing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  Mr.  Chaksleb 
having  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  car- 
ried by  the  following  vote; 

Yias. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eatou,  HarrlBOo,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Loaisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knieht,  M<£inley,  Marks, 
Noble,  Reed,  Rldgely,  Bobbins,  BunHes,  Seymour, 
Bilsbee,  Smith  of  Uaryland,  Thonias,  Willey— !S. 

Nats.— Messra.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dicker^OQ,  Edwards,  Fiadlay,  Hayne,  Macon,  Ran- 
dolph, Sanford,  Smith  of  South  CaroUna,  Tazewell, 
Woodbury— J*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eak^  the  hilt  to  appnqjri- 
ata  e.  quantity  of  land  in  aid  of  0[>enlng  a  o&nal 
to  unite  the  waters  of  the  river  Uhnob  and  Lake 
Michigan,  was  token  up. 

WEDNBsDaT,  Febrtiary  14. 

The  bin  to  anthoriie  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
locate  and  make  a  road  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Hesdeioks  ezpluned  the  ol^ects  of  the 
biU. 

Mr.  CaANT>i:EB  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nnys, 
which  being  sostained,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  by  the  following  vote: 

Teih. — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  BouUgny, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Enton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
drickg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  oF 
Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks, 
Noble,  Reed,  Kidgelj,  Robbina,  Rowan,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tbomas,  Wil- 
ley.and  Williams — SO. 

Nivs. — Measra.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dickersou,  Hayne,  Hacon,  Randolph,  Sanford, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Taiewell,  ind  Woodbury 
—12. 
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IhtVg  on  Ttat,  Se. 

The  bill  to  reduce  tbe  duties  heretofore  levied 
on  certain  uticle^  (comprising  teas,  coffee,  and 
wines,)  was  read  a  third  time. 

Ht.  Sbtmoub  moved  its  reoommitmeut  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instnictionB  to 
Btrike  out  the  aection  relating  to  wines  and 
coffee.  Ur.  Siotb  of  MarjEuid  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  bm  was  re- 
committed, it  could  not  paas  tliia  aesuon.  Ur. 
CoASDUtB  sDstuned  ti>9  motion,  Ifr.  Wood- 
BnKT  moved  to  divide  th«  motion,  and  take  the 
question  on  wines  first;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  notion  to  recommit,  and  atrilM  ont 
wines,  was  rejected,  IS  to  S2. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  recommitting, 
with  orders  to  itrilce  ont  coffee,  and  waa  re- 
jected, li  to  S8. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  passing  the 
bill,  and  was  decided  In  the  nfBrmatiye,  b;  the 
following  vote : 

Tk*b. — If eaan.  Benton,  Btrrien,  Bouligoj,  Bnncb, 
Chambers,  Ctuwdler,  CUjton,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Eayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  JohnsoD  of  Een- 
tockj,  Kane,  King,  Hacon,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rowan, 
Sanford,  Slsbee,  Smith  of  UarjUnd,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  Taniretl,  Thomas,  Tan  Bonn,  Woodbnrj 
— !8. 

Hats. — Hessra.  Bateman,  Bell,  Chase,  Dlckerson, 
Findla;,  Harrison,  Knight,  Uarlia,  Noble,  Bidgelj, 
Bobbiofl,  Ruggles,  SeTmour,  WiUey— 14. 


TsussDAT,  Febroary  16. 

Ur.  DioxKBsoN,  hy  direction  of  a  rnqjoritj  of 

the  Committee  on  Hannfactores,  reported  the 

bill  to  inarease  the  daties  on  certain  articles  of 

imported  woollens,  without  Amendment 

Gradual  Imprwtment  ^fhe  Naoy. 

The  Benate  then  proceeded,  in  Committee 

of  the  Wliole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 

to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 

Ur.  Hatnx  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  oa 
Kaval  A&irs)  ruee  and  addreaeed  Uie  Benats  as 
fbilows: 

By  an  act  "  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Ifavj,"  pa^ed  on  the  SSth  April,  1816,  the  aam 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  per  annum,  for  eight 
years,  waa  qipropriated  and  eet  apart,  for  that 
purpose.  On  the  8d  March,  1821— Sve  years 
after  wards— this  annual  appropriation  was  re- 
duced to  half  a  million,  lor  six  years,  from  the 
year  1821 ;  so  that  this  act  wilt  expire  on  tlie 
8d  of  Uarch  next.  This  policy,  therefore,  of 
setting  apart  a  fund  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Navy,  has  now  been  established  in  the  United 
Btates  for  eleven  years,  and  comes  recommended 
to  us  hy  on  eiperienoe  neither  very  short  in  ita 
duration,  nor  at  all  donbtfal  in  its  resalta.  The 
visdom  of  this  policy  seems  now  to  l>e  firmly 
established  by  general  consent;  and  it  is  a 
remarkable  ^t,  thal^  during  a  period  d  eleven 


yean,  not  a  nngle  proposition  has  been  made, 
in  eiCner  branch  of  CongresB,  or  in  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Oovemment,  to  depart  &<nn  it 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  bos,  indeed, 
varied;  but  t}ie  principle  has  been  held  sacred. 
I  do  not  feel,  therefOTe,  that  it  is  incumbeot  on 
me  to  do  more,  on  the  present  occasinn,  than 
merely  to  state  a  few  of  the  leading  eonndera- 
tious  which  indaced  Congress,  in  1816,  to  estab- 
lish this  policy,  and  which  stLU  recommend  it  to 
oar  adoption  and  support.  A  brief  retrospect 
of  the  events  which  preceded  and  accompanied 
tbe  bte  war  with  Great  Britain,  will,  perht^ 
be  nsefnl,  in  enabling  na  to  form  &  just  eslimate 
of  the  value  of  a  Navy  to  this  coontry,  and  of 
our  tme  policy  on  tliat  interesting  subject  The 
people  of  the  United  States,  thongh  InheritiDg 
irom  their  British  ancestry  a  decided  predilec- 
tion for  tbe  sea,  and  though  tempted,  by  their 
pecnliar  situation,  to  seek  employment  on  tbe 
ocean,  were  yet  so  strongly  impressed  with  the 
omnipoteuce  of  Great  Britain,  on  that  eiemeut, 
that  they  hardly  dared  to  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  these  scattered  fiepnblics  would  be 
able  to  maintain  a  Navy  that  could  be  of  the 
smalleet  service  in  the  d^ence  of  their  coasts  and 
harbors,  mncb  lees  in  the  protection  of  their  oom- 
meroe  on  tbe  common  highway  of  nations.  It 
entered  not  into  the  wildest  epeculatious  of  the 
most  sanguine  among  ns,  that,  at  any  period  to 
which  ve  could  reasonably  eiCeud  our  calcula- 
tions, the  United  States  would  be  able  to  build 
and  support  a  Navy,  capable  of  inaint^ning  iu 
existence  in  the  preaence  of  the  "  Uistresa  of 
the  Beos."  So  strong  was  this  deluMon,  thtt 
our  ablest  statesmen,  and  most  devoted  patriot, 
looked  to  a  defensive  system  as  the  only  one  to 
which  the  United  States  could,  in  any  event, 
resort,  for  the  redreae  of  her  wrongs,  or  tlie 
protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  lier 
citizens.  Bence  it  was,  that,  when  some  of 
your  seamen  were  impressed,  you  withdrew 
the  rest  into  your  cities ;  when  yunr  ships  were 
captured,  yon  retired  from  tbe  ocean;  sad 
vrhen  redress  for  these  wrongs  was  pereever- 
ingly  and  finally  refused,  you  abandoned  your 
commerclalpursults,  shut  yourselves  up  withiu 
your  own  Territory,  and  cut  off  all  interoourse 
with  those  who  hod  committed  these  outrages. 
Mr,  President,  it  has  often  occurred  to  niy 
mind,  that,  in  some  reepects,  a  more  nablims 
moral  spectacle  has  seldom  been  exhibited  to 
the  world  than  that  presented  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  during  that  period  of  un- 
paralleled endurance.  I  well  remember  tbe 
period,  ^r ;  it  mode  an  impression  on  my  mind 
and  mv  feelings,  whicli  can  never  be  effaced 
to  the  lost  day  of  my  existence — when,  under 
the  operation  of  the  restrictive  systen^  tlie 
whole  maritime  frontier  was  hemieticaJl/ 
sealed;  when  onr  manners,  driven  ficm  the 
ocean,  sought  refuge  in  our  citiee  almost  to 
starve;  when  our  ships  lay  rotting  at  the 
wharves,  and  every  class  of  persona  oounecteo 
with  trade  were  driven  from  their  emiJoj- 
menla;  whoi  the  prodooe  of  the  bimer  I<f 
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rottinf;  In  hia  bams;  and  irhen  all,  who 
depended  on  their  djuly  labor  for  support, 
whatever  might  be  the  natnrB  of  their  pursuits, 
e  left  almost  withont  the  means  of  gettdug 


food  and  rument.      In  that   ; 


)  depidvatiai 

__  .  ,    le  people  oi 

erei7  part  of  the  Uiiited  States,  with  bat 
few  exceptioDB,  were  found  sabmittiiig  qnietl^, 
and  withoot  a  mnrmnr,  to  what  woold  have 
driren  any  other  veople  on  earth  to  deapur 
and  madness.  Ana  why  dill  they  bo  snbmitf 
Becanse  they  had  the  most  perfect  confidence 
ia  the  wisdom  and  potriotiaa  of  their  mlers; 
becauae  ther  knew  that  the  honor  of  the 
nation  had  been  aaaailed ;  and  firmlv  believed 
that,  incapable  of  conleodiof;  with  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  ocean,  we  oould  not  redreaa  our 
wrongs  bj  war.  Sir,  I  was  young  at  that 
Ume;  but  I  partook  of  the  universal  enthu- 
eiasin  which  would  have  induced  the  people, 
among  whom  I  lived,  to  have  submitted  cheer- 
fully to  any  eitremi^  of  snffering,  rather  than 
consent  to  relax,  in  the  smallest  degree,  those 
restrictive  measures  which  we  then  believed  to 
be  called  for  by  a  Just  regard  to  the  national 
honor,  and  which  we  snppoeed  to  be  the  only 
means  tif  coercing  oar  enemies  to  do  us  justice. 
I  admit,  sir — the  nation  now  admits — th.it  we 
we  were  under  a  delasion,  We  underrated  our 
resources ;  we  undervalued  ourselves.  The 
capacity  of  tliis  country  for  war  was  not 
understood.  \Ve  hnd  yet  to  learn,  thatapeople, 
capable  of  making  the  sacrifices  required  by 
the  restrictive  syittem,  oonld  never  be  conqner- 
ed;  tliot  a  patriotic  people  could  at  once  create 
armies;  that  war  itself  would  raise  np  Wash- 
instuns  and  Jocksons  to  lead  us  to  victory  \  and 
Uiat  the  oaks  of  our  forests,  and  the  stnrdy 
virtues  of  our  gallant  tars,  were  capable  of 
making  the  ocean  itself  the  immediUe  scene  of 
our  glory.  The  war  at  length  catae,  and, 
notwitltstanding  the  nameroiu  errors  committed 
in  its  conduct — errors,  sir,  in  a  great  measure 
inseparable  from  oar  peculiar  ntuation — we 
came  out  of  it  with  the  redress  of  all  our 
wruDgn,  and  with  a  character  cheaply  purchased 
by  nil  our  safferings  and  sacrifioes.  Whaterer 
differences  of  opinion  existed  at  the  time  war 
was  declared,  none  exists  now,  as  to  the  Incal- 
colsble  benefits  which  that  war  has  conferred 
upon  this  country.  It  ts  looked  upon  as  the 
great  era  in  onr  history,  scarcely  inferior,  in 
iiiiportance,  to  the  eetabltshment  of  independ- 
ence iiself;  and  the  men  who  declared  that 
war,  as  well  as  those  who  conducted  it 
to  a  sucoessful  conclusion,  will  live  forever  in 
the  hearts  of  the  Amerioan  people.  But  it 
is  not  my  present  purpose  to  notice  the  events 
or  the  results  of  that  war,  except  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  part  which  the  Navy  contributed 
in  producing  them,  and  as  they  tend  to  illus- 
trate the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  on 
that  sabject. 

The  dcclBration  of  war  found  the   pablio 
mind  in  the  Btat«  whicb  I  have  dewiibed, 


in  relation  to  the  Navy.  W«  possessed,  it 
is  true,  a  few  fKgates,  which  had  been  provided 
^m  time  to  time,  chlefiy  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  from  ttie  Barbary  Powers,  and  we  re- 
tained a  few  officers  who  had  acquired  reputa- 
tion in  the  Mediterranean,  in  their  contest  with 
the  Turks.  But  to  these  the  nation  hardly 
looked,  except  for  aid  in  defence  of  our  harbors. 
Henoe  the  naval  means  of  the  country  were,  in 
the  first  instance,  chiefly  directed  to  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  of  a  great  nomber  of 
gnnboats,  and  onr  most  gallant  and  experi- 
enced officers  were  devoted  to  that  service. 
I  have  heard  it  steted,  ur,  as  a  &ct,  (of  the 
tmth  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,)  that  when  the 
propodtdoo  was  first  made  here,  that  the  few 
fVigates  and  sloops  of  war  which  we  then  hod, 
should  be  sent  ont  to  meet,  in  single  combat, 
the  ships  of  Great  Britain,  the  proposal  waa 
considered  rash  and  desperate.  Happily  for  us, 
these  rash  counsels  imvailed,  and,  from  the 
moment  that  Captain  Hull,  in  the  Coostitution, 
met  and  captured  the  Guerriere,  np  to  the  final 
termination  of  the  war,  the  whole  career  of 
the  Navy  was  one  of  daring  enterprise,  heroic 
oohievement,  and  splendid  victory.  Wherever 
it  moved,  whether  upon  the  ocean,  or  on  our 
inland  seas,  ita  path  was  a  fiood  of  glory.  Sir, 
I  cannot  stop  to  dwell  upon  these  aoiievementd 
in  detail,  which  filled  every  American  bosom 
with  entjinsiasin,  and  daring  every  period  of 
the  war,  animated  our  hopes  in  prosperity,  and 
cheered  us  in  onr  reverses.  It  is  sufficient  for 
my  pnipoae  to  say,  that  the  Navy  literally 
fought  itself  Into  ivor^^t  became  its  own 
architect.  Experience  hod  now  demonstrated 
that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States 
to  become  a  great  Naval  power;  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  in  pnttiog  forth  the  resonroes  of  i 
the  nation,  for  the  estudishment  of  a  Navy, 
commensurate  with  our  wants;  capable  of 
protecting  our  commerce  in  peace,  and  defend- 
ing their  country  in  war,  not  only  by  muntein- 
ing  the  oommond  of  onr  own  waters,  but  by 
carrying  on  an  offensive  operation  on  the  ocean 
itself;   and   thereby   causing    our    enemies    to 

Sortake  of  tlie  evils  of  war.  '  Sir,  it  was 
emonstrated  by  our  statesmen  in  both  Honset 
of  Congress,  by  the  clearest  argnmenio,  and  the 
plainest  oolcntations,  that  a  Navy  was  not 
only  the  safest,  but  the  ohe^iwt  defence  of  this 
nation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Uaryland 
(Mr.  Suitb)  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
contributed  much  to  establish  that  position — 
and  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  South 
Carolina  recollects  the  convincing  statements 
and  conclusive  argnments  by  which  one  of  her 
favorite  sons  (Mr,  Chevos)  so  justly  acquired  the 
name  of  "one  of  the  fathers  of  tlie  Navy.'' 
The  peace  of  1815  found  the  whole  notion 
in  favor  of  a  Navy.  The  act  of  April,  181(1, 
was  the  first  frait  of  that  feeling,  and  was  the 
foundation  of  the  naval  policy  of  this  countrj-. 
It  ^propriated  one  million  of  dollan  for  eight 
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yeari  for  the  fnoreaBe  of  the  Nstj,  and  pro- 
Tided  for  the  building  of  a  number  of  sbipa  of 
the  line,  Eud  other  Teasels,  which,  with  those 
before  and  ^ce  aathorized  bj  law,  will  give  to 
the  United  Btatee  a  Navj,  ooDsigtiog  of  12  ahipti 
of  the  line,  SO  frigates,  10  edoopB  of  war,  4 
echooneni,  and  8  eteaca  batteries. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Drr 
Docks,  which  form  the  next  object  of  this  bilL 
And  here  I  most  begin  by  sajrtng,  that  it  is  not 
a  little  flnrprising,  that  a  country,  posseaMng  a 
navy  of  twelve  ahipa  of  the  line,  and  twenty 
frigates,  shonld  be  without  one  of  these  neces- 
sary appendages  of  all  navies ;  and  that,  with 
the  experience  of  the  rest  of  the  world  before 
oar  eyes,  we  should  have  gone  on,  for  so  many 
years,  incmring  the  delay,  risk,  and  expense, 
of  heaving  down  our  ships,  when  we  possessed 
BO  many  admirable  positions  for  docks,  and 
when  the  saving,  in  a  ringle  year,  would  have 
almost  paid  the  expense  ckF  oonatmcting  them. 
It  19  estimated  that  the  expense  of  heaving 
down  a  74-gnn  ship,  coming  into  port  from  a 
cruise,  and  pntting  even  small  repdrs  upon 
her,  wonld  not  fall  far  abort  of  |30,000.  She 
wonld  have  to  be  unloaded,  her  gnns  taken  ont, 
her  spars  and  sidls  removed,  a  lai^  number 
of  men  mnat  be  employed  in  the  operation, 
and,  when  the  work  was  done,  she  most  be 
Tel<wled  and  eqnipped.  Qreat  delay  wonld 
also  necessarily  take  place  from  such  an  opera- 
tion. For  ordinary  repoira,  anch  a  ship  -woiUd 
be  detained  a  month ;  and,  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  it  woold  not  be  considered  safe  to 
aabject  a  vessel  to  the  dangeroos  operation  of 
heaving  ont.  At  ah  times,  and  nnder  all  clr- 
cnmstanoea,  the  vessel  is  greatly  atrdned.  Nor 
is  this  all:  in  the  present  condition  of  your 
Navy  Tarda,  yonr  vessels  of  war  mnat  be  hove 
ODt,  not  only  for  repairs,  but  even  for  examina- 
tion. It  is  not  deemed  safe  to  send  vessels  to 
sea  that  have  been  lying  some  time  in  port, 
nor  after  long  cmises,  withont  eiamination ; 
and  to  do  this,  all  the  delay,  expense,  and  risk, 
of  heaving  ont,  mnst  be  encountered.  In  time 
of  war,  tills  wonld  greatly  impair  the  efficiency 
of  the  Navy.  Time,  in  lUl  military  operations, 
is  of  great  importance  to  success :  and  prompt- 
ness in  preparation,  and  celerity  in  movement, 
have  often  gained  battles,  that  mnst  otherwise 
have  been  lost.  Now,  with  suitable  dry  docks, 
ships  can  be  examined  and  discharged  im- 
mediately, and  repura,  when  necessary,  effected 
with  Uie  least  posrible  delay  and  expense.  I 
have  the  highest  authority  for  stating  the  fact, 
that,  not  long  since,  a  British  frigate,  with  her 
provisions  and  entire  armament  on  board,  was 
run  into  a  dry  dock  for  examination,  and  sailed 
on  her  destination  during  the  same  tide — thus 
saving  all  the  expense,  delay,  and  risk,  of  an 
exammation,  according  to  our  clnmsy  method 
of  heaving  out.  The  advantages  derived  from 
dry  docks  are  so  Ailly  understood  in  Enrope, 
that  there  is  no  naval  power  without  a  nui  ' 
of  thorn.  In  England,  there  are  now  six 
and  tliree  more  bnilding ;  and  in  Franoe,  there 


are  twelve,  all  of  the  moat  durable  materials. 
On  the  subject  of  dry  docks,  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  most  minute  and  satiafootory  infor- 
mation. It  is  known  to  the  country,  that  one 
of  our  moat  intelligent  naval  officers  (now  a 
member  of  the  Navy  Board)  was  not  long  rinee 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtain  information  on  tliis 
and  other  subjects  connected  with  the  naval 
establishments  of  that  continent  Througfa 
him,  the  ooontry  has  been  put  in  possesion  of 
a  mass  of  valuable  information,  and  eapedallj 
on  the  subject  of  dry  docks.  In  addition  to 
this,  an  intelligent  and  experienced  civil  engi- 
neer (who  had  resided  many  years  in  England) 
has,  under  the  orders  of  the  Navy  DepartmeD^ 
lately  made  minute  surveys  and  calonlationi  on 
this  subject,  which  I  have  now  before  me. 
From  these  statements  it  appears — 

That  the  following  will  be  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  constructing  dry  docks,  on  the  most 
approved  plan,  at  the  fiulowing  Navy  Yards, 

At  PortBmoiith,N.  H.  tS4e,sVl  Tl 

At  Charleatown,  Uass.  S66,SM  Oi 

At  BrooUyn,  H.T.  880,116  B« 

At  Gosport,  To.  898,800  00 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  fhen 
onght  to  be  a  dry  dock  at  each  of  these  plac«s; 
but,  for  the  sake  of  deriving  the  advantages  of 
experience  on  this  subject,  Qiey  have  determin- 
ed to  recommend  the  construction  of  only  two 
at  this  time,  one  to  the  south  and  the  other  to 
the  north  of  the  Potomao  Biver.  BoMiog 
myself  in  readiness  to  make  any  farther  ex- 

flanations  tlint  may  be  required  on  this  point, 
shall  now  pass  to  the  next  ol^ect  proposed  in 
the  bill,  the  construction  of  a  Marine  Eai!«aj 
at  Pensacola,  on  the  Onlf  of  Mexico.  From 
the  best  information  the  committee  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  they  are  well  satisfied  that  rail- 
ways are  much  cheaper  than  doiAs,  and  tbit 
they  may  be  advantageously  used  for  the  repair 
of  sloops  of  war  and  other  smaller  vesseLi;  bnt 
that  there  wonld  be  great  risk  in  using  them 
for  the  repaira  of  frigates  and  ships  of  the  lina 
This  is  the  received  opinion  in  Europe,  end  oar 
moat  experienced  ofBcera  concur  in  its  corrert- 
ness.  In  no  point  of  view,  however,  can  wl- 
ways  supersede  dry  docks.  It  is  now  proposad 
to  erect  a  railway  at  a  point  where  it  will  eer- 
tainly  lt>e  extremely  useful,  and  where  we  will 
be  able  to  learn  irom  expwience  its  jtt«ctie»l 

With  respect  to  the  oontemplat«d  improve- 
ments in  our  Navy  Yards,  which  it  will  be  eeea 
forms  one  of  the  objects  of  tliia  bill,  I  shall  no* 
make  but  e  single  remark.  These  yards  liave 
hitherto  been  improved  from  time  to  time, 
without  any  regular  plan.  It  is  extremely  ae- 
airable,  therefore,  that  system  shonld  be  intro- 
duced into  establishments  which  are  doily  ei" 
pandinc,  and  which  must  necessarily  be  co^ 
siderably  enlarged  hereafter.  The  adoption  of 
tlie  plan  here  recommended,  will  introdoM 
economy,  and  greatly  promote  the  efficiency  oi 
these  establishments. 
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I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  great,  the 
iRter«edng  question,  of  the  KaTul  Academy, 
It  cfuiDot  be  necesaarj,  at  tliia  day  of  inteUec- 
tnal  light,  to  enlarge  on  the  great  advantages  of 
education ;  it  must  at  isast  l>e  snperfluouB  fbr 
me  to  BBf  to  the  gentlemea  who  compose  the 
Senate,  that  mental  outtnre  must  enlarge  and  im- 
prove the  intcQleotual  faculties,  elevate  the  sen- 
timeats,  eetabiish  the  principles,  and  strength- 
en, ennoble,  and  adorn,  the  chiuwiter  of  man. 
Bat,  however  nniversaJly  acknowledged  llieao 
truUte  may  be,  there  stiU  remains  a  donbt  on 
the  minds  of  some,  whether  they  are  strictly 

Splicable  to  naval  men.  The  time  was,  when 
e  hfudy  virtnee  and  noble  traits  which  form 
the  character  of  the  sailors  were  snpposed  to 
belong  to  a  being  altogether  different  &om  the 
rest  of  mankind.  In  former  times,  it  was  i>e- 
lieved  to  be  neceeaary,  to  complete  the  charao- 
ter  of  a  naval  ofScer,  that  he  ehonid  be  a  pro- 
fane swearer  and  a  bard  drinker;  thotheshoald 
be  proad  of  his  ignorance,  despise  books,  and 
be  distingmehed  by  habits,  manners,  and  lan- 
guage, different  from  the  rest  of  tne  world. 
But  these,  sir,  are  the  exploded  errors  of  the 
last  century.  No  one,  now,  supposes  that 
these  peculiarities  ever  oonstitoted  any  portion 
of  the  merit  of  an  accomplished  seaman. 
Amidst  the  universal  spread  of  light  and 
knowledge,  which  has  formed  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  it  has  been  discovered, 
and  generally  admitted,  that  military  and  naval 
men  form  no  exception  to  the  universal  mie, 
that,  in  every  deportment  of  hnman  affairs,  the 
sncccss  of  indiTiduals,  as  well  as  of  nations,  will 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  their  intellectual  and 
moral  strength.  No  one  now  doubts  that,  every 
thing  else  t^ing  eqnal,  the  scientifio  ofScer  will 
bear  away  thepalm  from  a  less  accomplished 
competitor.  There  is  no  class  of  men  among 
-whom  the  march  of  improvement  has  been 
more  steady  and  nnintomiptcd  than  among 
naval  men.  In  onr  own  country,  and  especial- 
ly during  tiie  last  war,  this  truth  has  been 
most  conspicuonsiy  developed.  The  naval  offi- 
cers who,  during  that  conflict,  immortaliEed 
their  names,  and  covered  their  country  with 
^ory,  were  men  of  cultivated  minds,  elegant 
manners,  and  the  noblest  sentiments  of  honor 
— men  who  graced  the  drawing  room  as  well 
SB  the  qoarter  deck,  and  were  fitted  to  shine  in 
any  sttnation  in  which  they  coold  be  placed. 
In  their  oharacters  were  combined  eit«nslve 
scientific  attainments,  and  perfect  nautical  skill, 
with  the  sentiments  and  feelincs  which  gave 
grace  and  dignity  to  ancient  chivalry.  Sir,  if 
Ferry  bod  beea  an  ofBcer  of  the  old  school,  he 
-would  have  ^ne  down  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie,  with  his  colors  nailed  to  the  mast,  and 
Iiis  coQutry  wonld  have  lost  one  of  the  prond' 
est  trophies  of  the  vex.  But,  Mr,  President, 
the  effect  of  cultivating  the  minda,  improving 
the  manners,  and  elevating  the  character  of 
oat  ofOcers  is  not  confined  to  themselves;  it 
produces  a  decided  moral  effect  on  the  men 
eommittod  to  tbelr  charge;    it  elevates  the 


character  of  onr  seamen.  If,  sir,  we  could 
discover  all  the  causes  which  produced  our 
naval  victories  in  the  lato  war,  I  doubt  not  it 
would  be  found,  that  the  high  moral  character 
of  our  seamen  contributed  as  much  as  any 
other ;  and  for  this  they  were  Indebted  to  the 
excellent  example  of  tlieir  leaders.  Where,  in 
the  naval  history  of  the  world,  was  such  a 
spectacle  pftsented,  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
crew  commanded  by  the  all-accomplished  De- 
catur (the  man  over  whoso  untimely  fato  the 
whole  nation  mourned)  when  returning  from 
a  long  cruise,  covered  with  ianrels,  they  were 
invited  by  the  gratefiil  citizens  of  New  York 
to  a  public  festival.  Upwards  of  five  hundred 
men,  abandoned  by  their  ofBcers,  were  seen 
traversing  the  streets  of  a  crowded  city  in  the 
.ight,   partaking  of  the   amusements  of   the 


conduct  of  the  crow  of  the  Adams,  when  c 
manded  by  the  excellent  and  gallant  Morris. 
'When  that  vessel  was  driven  on  shore  by  a 
superior  enemy  at  the  Penobscot,  the  crew, 
consisting  of  several  hundred  men,  were  dis- 
persed, uter  receiving  orders  from  their  com- 
mander to  rendezvous  at  Portsmouth,  at  a  time 
(^pointed.  They  wandered  through  the  coun- 
try (on  a  journey  which  occupied  five  days) 
and  at  tlie  time  and  place  appointed  every  man 
was  at  his  post.  It  is  unnecessary  to  multiply 
examples  of  the  high  choractor  of  our  naval 
officers  who  most  eminently  distinguished  them- 
selves during  the  war,  or  to  trace  the  influence 
of  their  example  in  elevating  the  character  of 
our  seamen.  But,  sir,  I  must  notice  the  fact, 
that  these  officers  were,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, men  of  well-informed  minds,  consum- 
mate professional  skilL  cultivated  manners,  and 
elevated  sentiments.  It  is  true,  that  they  were 
in  general  self-educated  men,  who  had  not  the 
advantages  of  early  instruction  at  a  naval 
school.  There  is  no  mistake,  however,  greater 
or  more  common,  than  that  which  condeinna 
education  as  useless,  because  eminent  men  have 
educated  themselves.  When  we  show  you  the 
triumphs  of  learning,  and  point  out  the  ad- 
vantages actually  derived  from  science  and  in- 
formation, by  distingnished  Individuals,  is  it 
any  answer  to  say  that  these  men  educated 
themselves}  Sir,  unquestionably  tiie  best  of 
all  kinds  of  education  is  that  which  a  highly 
gifted  man  secures  to  himself  from  the  deep 
conviction  of  its  immense  importance.  But, 
when  we  see  the  rich  fruits  of  this  education, 
as  exhibited  in  the  lives  and  characters  of  such 
men,  is  it  not  preposterous  to  say,  that  educa- 
tion is  of  no  value!  The  correct  inference  Is 
directly  the  contrary,  and  the  only  question 
which  remains,  is  as  to  the  best  moans  of  ex- 
tending its  bleesings  to  others.  The  mass  of 
men  never  will,  never  can  become  self-edn- 
cated.  In  all  the  professions  and  pursuits  of 
life,  early,  judicious,  and  persevering  efforts 
must  be  used,  to  form  the  minds,  principles, 
and  moral  habits  of  youth,  or  they  will  nm  to 
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waste,  and  produce  no  frait.  It  is 
formed  "  in  the  prodigalitr  of  nature,"  to  be 
Mlf-instnicted.  All  ottiere  must  reoeivo  the 
kjda  of  earlj  and  constant  lessons.  Sir,  the 
oliiject  of  the  navtd  academj  is  to  give  to  nil 
the  yonng  men  in  onr  Saty,  the  means  of  be- 
coming Becotars  and  Perrja ;  to  take  them  at 
IS  or  14  (at  their  first  entrance  into  the  ser- 
vice) and  putting  tliein  nnder  abl^instrnctora, 
to  cultivate  their  minds,  not  onl j'  in  the  science^ 
immediately  connected  with  their  fntnre  pur- 
suits, but  to  a  certain  extent,  to  maiie  them  ac- 
Situnted  with  Reneral  Ittaratnre ;  to  Imbne 
eir  minds  wit£  a  love  of  knowledge,  to  give 
them  a  taste  for  books,  to  encourage  good 
habits  and  principles,  to  hold  out  proper  exam- 
plea  for  their  iniitetion,  and  to  convince  them 
that  their  future  standing  in  the  service  will 
be  exactly  proportioned  to  their  professional 
aoquiremenls,  and  intellectual  and  moral  char- 
acter. By  such  a  plan,  how  many  gallant  and 
Sromising  young  men  will  be  saved  to  their 
lends  and  their  country  I  how  much  vice  and 
ignorance  will  be  banished  from  the  Navy  1 
Onr  plan,  Mr.  President,  is  extremely  simple. 
None  are  to  be  educated  but  midshipmen  or 
other  officers  of  the  Navy.  Tlieso  will  receive 
their  first  lesBone  at  the  school,  where  they 
will  remain  about  two  years,  partly  on  shore, 
and  partly  on  board  of  a  vessel  to  be  attached 
to  the  school,  and  to  be  employed  in  short 
cmises  alon^  the  coast.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  they  will  be  sent  to  sea  on  long  voyogeti, 
and  will  continue  in  actual  service  for  five  or 
I  years  longer  before  they  will  be  examined 


do,  in  our  cities,  exposed  to  a  thousand  tempta- 
tions, BO  difficult  for  the  young  to  resist.  By 
a  rigid  adherence  to  this  plan,  and  raising  the 
standard  of  attainments  necessary  for  promo- 
tion, it  is  believed  that  the  whole  number  of 
yonr  midshipmen  m^  become  not  only  good 
practical  seamen,  but  scientific  officers  and  ac- 
complished gentlemen  ;  and  this,  with  hardly 
any  increased  expense  but  the  annual  salaries 
of  the  professors.  The  pay  of  the  midshipmen, 
and  the  cost  of  maintuning  the  vessel,  are  ex- 
penses to  which  we  are  already  Butjjectod.  Bir, 
both  in  France  and  England,  there  are  naval 
schools.  The  navies  of  those  countries  are 
steadily  improving,  and  we  most  at  least  ad- 
vance step  by  step  with  them.  There  is  one 
otlier  consideration,  Mr.  President,  which  pre- 
sents the  neces^ty  of  a  naval  academy  in  this 
country  in  such  a  point  of  view,  that  I  am  at  a 
Ices  to  conceive  bow  it  can  be  reMsted.  No 
nation  can  keep  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
peace,  one-fonrth  of  the  vessels  necessary  to 
(M  employed  in  war.  In  time  of  peace,  there- 
fiire,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  Navy  most 
be  boa  up  in  ordhiary.    But  it  is  not  only. 
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to  have  the  ships,  but,  what  is  of 
equal  importance,  you  must  have  skilful  and 
experienced  officers  to  command  them.  Now, 
how  is  this  to  be  accomplished  t  The  wbola 
number  of  officers  now  in  the  Navy  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  command  one-half  of  tho  veaxela 
we  now  possess.  Of  this  fact  we  have  official 
information  in  the  r«>ort  of  the  SecrMary  of 
the  Navy,  made  to  Congress  two  yean  aoo, 
showing  the  number  of  officers  necessary  fto' 
the  command  of  oar  vesaela  on  a  war  establish' 
ment.  In  Europe,  provision  is  made  for  tb» 
requisite  number  of  officers  in  war  by  emph>y- 
iug  a  much  larger  number  in  peace  than  woidd 
be  consistent  wiUi  the  settled  policy  vaA  eoo- 
nomicol  habits  of  the  United  fitatea.  Vh^ 
then,  are  we  to  do  t  Without  experienoed  and 
skilful  naval  officers,  ships  are  useleaa,  and  wa 
cannot  afford  to  employ  in  peace  more  thia 
half  the  number  that  will  be  necessary  in  war, 
I  insist,  sir,  that  a  naval  academy  will  afford 
us  tlie  means  of  surmounting  this  difB«nlty  in 
an  easy,  safe,  and  economical  way.  If  nesriy 
the  whole  number  of  yonr  midshipmen  wet« 
thoroughly  educated  men,  and  fit  to  be  licntot- 
ants,  (which  is  notoriously  not  the  case  at 
present,)  you  could,  in  the  event  of  a  irar,  fin 
up  the  poet  captains  from  your  master  ooia- 
mandante,  complete  the  list  of  mastera  frcon 
your  lieutenants,  and  make  as  many  of  your 
midshipmen  lieutenants  as  the  service  Toi^lt 
require.  You  could  then  have  remaining  per- 
haps about  one-half  of  the  requisite  number  of 
well-instructed  middiipmen,  and  no  doafat  can 
exist,  that,  with  this  number,  the  defitn^cy 
might  be  safely  supplied  from  the  prtxnimng 
young  men  of  the  country.  The  preaout  or- 
ganization of  the  officers  wonld  admit  of  no 
such  arrangement.  The  number  of  well-in- 
structed men,  among  either  the  lientessnta  or 
the  midaliipmen,  are  not,  and  never  can  be, 
sufficient  to  afford  the  means  of  filling  up  tha 
higher  grades.  I  have  made  a  colculatiooi  on 
the  subject,  from  which  it  ^)pears  tliat  a  mod- 
erate addition  to  the  present  number  of  mid- 
shipmen,  with  the  aid  of  a  naval  school,  wonld 
enable  us  to  maintain  in  peace,  and  at  a  Tery 
reasonable  expense,  a  number  of  offioeis  soffi- 
cieut  to  command  all  our  vessels  in  tima  ot 
war ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  how  this  can  be 
accompiisliod  in  any  other  way. 
I  have  now  gone  through  what  I  intended  to 
ij  on  tliis  su^ect.  In  propodng  the  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  dollars  a  year  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  ue  com- 
littee  deemud  it  fair  and  proper  to  inlrodnca 
ito  the  bill  all  the  objects  to  which  it  waa 


to  do  for  the  improvement  of  the  NaTy,  and  bj 
taking  their  opinion  on  each  propodtion  aepa- 
itcly,  we  know  that  nothing  can  be  retained 
.  the  bin  which  has  not  a  m^ority  in  ita 
fevor.  If  this  hill  shall  pass,  very  little  will 
remain  to  be  done,  for  several  years  to  come, 
for  the  advanoement  of  the  Navy.    It  will  ba 
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indeed,  to  give  B  better  organization 
to  llie  peace  establishmeut,  and  to  revise  the 
Rules  and  B«giiUtioiiH  for  the  QovemDient  of 
tbe  Kavy,  both  of  which  objects  will  engage 
the  early  and  ewTiest  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, at  the  next  Bession.  Nothing  further  will 
thea  remain  to  be  done,  but  to  keep  the  eya- 
tem  in  vigorous  and  harmoniooB  operation,  in 
wder  to  fnlfil  the  proudest  hopies  of  the  nation 
in  ration  to  the  Navy.  If,  air,  I  Bhnll  have 
the  good  fortune  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
elevate  the  naval  character  of  the  ooontry,  and 
to  add  vigor  to  this  "  right  arm  of  our  national 
defeaca,"  I  shall  con^der  it  as  one  of  the  hap- 
piest incidents  of  my  life. 

l£r.  Bobbins  then  rose.  He  said,  to  the 
very  able  and  impres»ve  exposition  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
priooiple  of  the  hill,  and  of  its  detuls,  I  bog  to 
■dd  a  few  words  <Hily  on  the  subject  of  tlie 
nivsl  academy.  I  propose  to  speak  merely  to 
this  abstract  question :  Is  it  expedient  for  the 
TJnited  States  to  establish  a  naval  academy  i 
I  shall  forbear  to  touch  upon  those  principles 
Dpon  which  the  plan  shonlct  be  formed  and  ad- 
justed, in  order  to  ensure  its  anticipated  results. 
These  principJea  would  open  an  iateresling  field 
of  inquiry ;  Dut  a  field  too  wide  to  be  attempt- 
ed on  the  present  occasion;  for,  among  other 
tiling^  it  would  lead  to  the  examination  of 
certain  opinions,  which  appear  to  me,  however 
eoosccroted  by  great  names,  or  by  long  and 
ilmoBt  onivereal  adoption  in  practice,  to  bo 
erroneous,  opinions  which  have  an  extensive 
but  most  pemiciona  infiuence  upon  the  whole 
bosioeas  of  education;  opinions  which  abridge 
its  improvement,  in  alt  instancea,  and,  in  many, 
oecanon  its  total  &iliire.  But,  then,  to  do 
this,  WB  mnst  go  back  to  principles,  mnst  go 
into  explanations,  mnatgiveiUnstratioQS.  How, 
Dsither  is  the  time  fittmg  for  this  exposition, 
nor  would  it  be  aeaaonahle  till  first  we  are 
agreed  aa  to  the  expediency  of  the  thing  itself. 
It  appears  to  me,  if  a  navy  is  to  be  a  part  of 
oar  system  of  common  defence,  for  our  oom- 
moQ  seourity,  that  we  mnst  have  a  naval 
uademy;  that  is;  if  we  intend  to  adapt  our 
oeans  to  the  enda  we  have  in  view.  Genius  is 
the  gift  of  natve ;  but  art  Is  the  gift  of  educa- 
ti<Hi.  This  is  trae  of  all  the  arts,  not  excepting 
the  slightest :  it  is  eminently  tme  of  the  great 
art  of  war ;  and  no  less  of  its  naval  than  of  its 
military  branch.  No  man  was  ever  born  an 
•rtist  in  any  art,  not  oven  in  that  of  poetry, 
though  it  is  said,  poela  iumitur,  rum  JU.  But 
tills  is  a  saying  of  poetio  vanity  or  poetic 
license.  The  genius  is  bom,  but  the  poet  is 
wade,  and  made  by  education,  as  every  artist 
miat  be.  It  may  happen  that  this  education 
may  be  wholly  given  ia  the  individual  by  the 
iodividaBl  himself;  h"  then  is  supposed  to 
have  had  no  education;  whereas,  in  tmth,  he 
tss then  had  the  best;  and  that  which  nerer 
Ms,  unless  natnre  bos  fiiiled  te  give  him  an 
sftitnde  for  his  puranit  Some  individuals  of 
tbii  dav  1  mean  the  self-eduoated  dass)  have 


astonished  the  world  by  their  power,  and  have 
astonished  It  the  more,  as  nothing  in  them  is 
attributed  to  education,  but  every  thing  to  the 
forco  of  nature  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  these  ore 
the  very  individuals  who,  of  all  others,  were 
the  most  indebted  to  education :  for  learning, 
that  is,  to  know  what  others  have  known,  is 
not  education,  as  it  is  commonly  supposed  to 
be.  Eduoation  is  that  syst«m  of  exercise  which 
develops  and  perfects  the  faculties  of  the  in- 
dividual ;  and  which  system  is  dictated  and 
formed,  OS  to  the  given  art,  by  the  principles 
of  that  art.  Here  is  found  the  true  secret  of 
those  results  which  astenish  us  so  much  in  the 
education  of  the  ancients :  its  infallibility,  in 
every  instance  in  which  nature  had  given  the 
faculty  to  be  imnrovod ;  the  r^idity  of  its 
operation  in  developing  the  faculty  and  giving 
to  it  its  ultimate  perfection ;  and  the  suhlime 
heights  to  which  that  perfection  ascended: 
results  BO  astenishing,  that  they  would  he  in- 
credible to  us,  if  we  had  them  only  in  history 
or  tradition,  and  had  not  the  monnments  re- 
maioing  to  attest  their  existence.  If  a  country 
"m  to  have  a  particular  kind  of  talent  for  its 
service,  it  mnst  be  indebted  for  it  to  the  ap- 
propriate education ;  and  the  only  question  is, 
whether  it  will  depend  for  this  education  upon 
accident  or  upon  system ;  upon  such  edncotioa 
as  it  may  happen  ttiat  individuals  may  hqipen 
to  give  themselves,  or  upon  such  as  the  coun- 
try may  provide,  and  hy  which  it  may  be 
certain  that  tlio  kind  of  talent  wanted  will  be 
produce*],  and  will  be  forthcoming  when 
wanted,  and  as  wonted)  No  one,,!  think, 
will  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  latter  of  the  two, 
system  rather  than  accident,  wilt  be  the  pre- 
ferable resource.  All  our  prosperity,  all  our 
prospects  of  its  continuance  and  increase,  de- 
pend on  our  security ;  that  depends  on  our 
means  of  common  defence,  and  the  efficiency 
of  those  means.  Now,  the  Navy  is  the  prind- 
pal  mean  of  those  means ;  it  is  the  right  arm 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  strength  of  that  arm 
depends  upon  that  skill  which  education  alone 
con  give.  The  revenues  of  the  country  depend 
on  its  commerce ;  that  depends  on  its  protec- 
tion ;  and  that,  again,  on  the  Navy ;  the  Navy 
on  its  tactics;  and  these  on  education. 

In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  looking  at 
onr  security ;  looking  at  all  our  interests  do- 
pendinfj  on  that  security ;  wo  see  that  this  edu- 
cation IS  indispensable.  But  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  Navy  itself  is  a  naval  school.  It  is  so ; 
it  is  valuable  and  indispensable  as  a  school ; 
but  we  wont  this  academy  as  subsidiary  te  this 
school ;  as  the  means  of  (^vliig  to  that  school 
the  most  perfect  efliciency.  A  blind  mechani- 
cal proctice,  nodonbt,  will  improve  the  faculty, 
and  make  a  tolerable  artist ;  but  it  is  only  tliot 
enlightened  exercise,  which  is  directed  and 
regulated  by  principle,  that  makes  the  consum- 
mate artist  in  any  art.  It  Is  the  combination 
of  sc>i":ce  and  discipline  that  is  wanted ;  and 
tliis  may  be,  and  will  be,  effected,  by  means  of 
the  ooademy,  and  is  not  to  tn  ezpeotod  withovt 
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one ;  at  least,  Dot  iritb  the  same  certaintj,  nor 
to  the  game  extent.  The  armj,  too,  is  a  mili- 
tEiT7  school ;  BtiU  ve  have  one  militarj  acad- 
emy-, and  Bome  are  oontemplatiag  the  estahltsh- 
ment  of  another.  Can  there  be  any  donbt  but 
this  institntion  is  providing  the  cotmtry  with 
military  talent  far  Deyoad  what  tiie  discipline 
of  the  army  alone  woald  provide  it  I  I  shonld 
suppoBB  there  conld  be  but  one  answer  to  that 
qnestion.  The  navy  of  Qreat  Britain,  too,  ia  a 
naval  school — a  moat  excellent  school;  still 
Great  Britain  has  a  nftml  academy.  The  navy 
of  France,  too,  ia  a  naval  school,  not  so  good, 
perhaps,  as  the  British  or  the  American,  but 
still  a  school ;  yet  France  has  a  naval  academy. 
These  older  and  more  experienced  eonntries 
have  fonnd  it  of  great  use,  as  no  doubt  we 
ahoold,  to  connect  the  preparatory  institntion 
of  an  academy  with  the  subsequent  and  per- 
fecting discipline  of  the  Navy.  The  expense  of 
the  institntion  will  be  something,  it  is  tme; 
bnt  nothing  to  be  felt  as  a  bnrthen  on  the 
finances  of  the  conntiy;  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  of  the  resnlts  to  be  an-, 
ticipoted  from  the  Institution.  Still,  I  am 
aware  that  the  expediency  mnst  depend,  more 
or  less,  upon  the  nlan  itself  of  the  institntion. 
That  a  plan  m^  do  devised  that  will  make  it 
expedient  for  the  conntry,  I  hove  no  doubt: 
that  n  plan  may  be  devised  that  will  make  it 
the  most  nsefnl  of  ft!!  onr  Institutions,  1  have 
no  donbt — not  only  as  to  its  direct  effect  on 
the  Navy  itself,  bnt  by  its  collateral  effect  in 
practically  illustrating  the  infinite  effect  of 
education,  when  condncted  on  its  proper  prin- 
ciples. 

I  take  leave,  in  oonclnsion,  to  suggest  one 
other  consideration,  which,  however  visionary 
it  may  appear  to  others,  has  weight  with  me, 
and  constitutes  one  source  of  my  anxiety  for 
this  establishment..  The  day,  I  think,  is  coming 
— I  hope  it  is  a  distant  day — when  the  United 
Btatcs  will  be  obliged  to  dispute  for  the  sn- 
premacy  of  the  ocean.  It  is  evident  that  the 
statesmen  of  Great  Britain  are  looking  forward, 
and  not  without  anxiety,  to  the  possibility, 
nay,  to  the  probability  of  such  a  contest,  and 
with  DB.  Desperate,  desperate  indeed,  will  be 
the  battles  in  which  that  question  will  be  de- 
cided. Not  like  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  where  the  combatants  were 
unequal;  they  will  bo  bottles  in  which  Greek 
will  meet  Greek ;  battles,  in  which  the  whole 
rosonrces  of  valor  and  of  discipline,  of  genius 
and  of  science,  will,  on  both  sides,  he  displayed 
and  exhausted ;  battles,  that  will  reaonnd 
through  history  in  all  futnre  time.  It  is 
evident,  1  say,  that  Great  Britain  is  looking 
forward  to  that  important  day ;  that  she  con- 
uders  the  United  States  as  the  only  power 
ever  likely  to  dispute  with  her  the  empire  of 
the  seas ;  that  if  that  scetitre  which  she  now 
holds,  and  has  held  so  long,  is  ever  to  be 
wrested  from  her  grasp,  the  United  States  are 
■  to  ^Test  IL  In  these  opinions  of  hers,  are  to 
be  found  the  true 'secret  of  tioM  OMmnereial 


regulations  of  which  we  so  mnch  complain — 
regulations  is  which  her  commercial  interest 
seem  as  little  consulted  as  oer  own.  The  ob- 
ject of  them  is  not  commerce,  bnt  policy ;  the 
object  is  to  retard  the  growth  of  onr  commer- 
ct^  marine ;  to  put  off,  and,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent, the  evil  day  which  she  apprehends  may 
come.  I  called  it  a  secret,  but  it  is  no  secret. 
This  object  has  been  most  distinctly  avon'ed 
by  one  of  her  most  leodingstafesmen,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  her  naviga- 
tion laws ;  I  allude  to  the  speech  of  Ur.  Huskis- 
son,  delivered  in  the  Ilonse  of  Conim<»is,  in 
Uay  last.  He  says :  "  The  House  is  aware 
that  onr  navigation  laws  have  a  twofold  ob- 
ject ;  first,  to  create  and  maintain  in  this  coun- 
try a  great  oommeroial  marine ;  and,  secondly, 
an  object,  not  less  important  in  the  eyes  of 
statesmen,  to  prevent  any  one  other  nation 
ttam  engrossing  too  large  a  portion  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  rest  of  the  world."  Hence  we  see 
why  other  commercial,  but  minor  States,  have 
commercial  arrangements  mode  with  them,  and 
favorable  to  them,  which  are  refused  to  the 
United  States.  Of  the  growth  of  the  commer- 
cial marine  of  those  States,  she  is  not  Jealous ; 
she  has  no  oocaaion  to  be ;  but  of  the  groivth 
of  the  commercial  marine  of  tlie  United  States, 
she  is  jealons,  and  would  glsdty  restrain  that 
growth.  She  sees  in  the  Infant  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  a  young  giant,  and  anticipatea 
with  alarm,  its  growing  strength.  Now,  as 
she  is  looking  to  the  future,  and  acting  with 
reference  to  the  fHitnre,  as  regards  the  United 
States,  ought  not  the  United  States  to  be  equally 

Srovident  of  the  futnre,  as  regards  Great 
>rit[unt  Bqoally  attentive  to  all  the  means 
which  may  best  qualify  them  to  meet  the  de- 
niands  of  that  feture  t  Let  prudence  make  the 
reply.  But,  however  visionary  this  speculatioa 
may  be  in  me — however  little  consideration  it 
may  receive,  or  be  entitled  to  receive,  from 
others — still,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  other 
grounds  on  which  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
has  been  ui^od,  will  not  be  deemed  visionary, 
nor  insufficient  to  procure  for  it  the  spprotm- 
tioD  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Chanslkb  Bud,  that  the  bill  reminded 
him  of  the  Alkoran;  ho  beliewd  that  nearly 
every  chapter  in  it  begun  somehow  In  this  way 
— God  is  great,  or  God  is  good;  and  almost 
every  section  of  this  bill  begins  with  "  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized."  And,  if  he  understood 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  it  be~ 
came  necessary  to  leave  so  much  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  I^«sident,  because  tho  committee 
could  not  agree  how  one  thing  should  be  done, 
or  where  the  other  should  be  done ;  and  that 
the  committee  did  not  jylieve  that  the  Senate 
would  be  more  likely  to  agree  than  the  com- 
mittee. This  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  (Mr. 
0.)  that  the  bill  was  not  safiiciently  under- 
stood, and  that  it  embraced  such  important 
principles,  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  under- 
stood donng  the  tow  remfliiiing  days  of  the 
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Marion.  A»  there  «u  ao  macli  Other  impor- 
taat  bntinew  which  mnst  be  acted  upon,  he, 
therefore,  moTed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Hr.  SiuDsi  obeerred^  that  the  geatleman 
from  BoTith  Caroliaa  ba^  in  hia  remarks  npon 
dry-docks,  seid,  that,  in  heaving  TegselB  down 
Ibr  the  pnrpose  of  repalriDs,  KT«at  injury  was 
done.  Uo  had  often  been  lea  to  observe  tbis 
foct.  It  was  the  onstom  in  boilding  ebips,  to 
pat  aalt  between  the  timbers.  In  heaving 
down,  the  Bait  often  beoame  injured  hj  being 
wet,  and  the  seams  were  impaired.  Thia  was 
a  continnal  (onrce  of  ii^niy,  as  eveir  ship  mnat, 
ifEer  remaining  anj  time  in  port,  be  hove  out 
before  going  to  eea,  first  on  one  side,  and  then 
on  the  other.  Tlie  strrin,  in  doin^  this,  was 
mj  great ;  and  it  was  impossible,  m  most  in- 
stances,  to  do  it  in  the  Winter.  He  bad  beard 
manj  naval  architects  sa^,  that  they  would  not 
take  the  responsibilities  npon  themselves  of 
hearing  ont  a  ship  In  the  Winter.  In  Kew 
England,  this  custom  has  been  abandoned, 
since  the  erection  of  rflJlwayB,  and  so  great  was 
the  empioyment  for  those  eetablishmenta,  and 
such  their  advantage,  that  ships  were  often  de- 
Isyed  a  month  for  their  chance  in  the  railway ; 
and  it  waa  hIbo  in  contemplation  to  establish 
drj-docka.  If  a  ship  waa  now  ordered  to  go  to 
sea,  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  her,  and 
make  repairs.  To  do  this  by  the  former  pro- 
Mss  much  time  must  be  taken  up,  beside  the 
daniier  incurred  in  the  process ;  while  a  vessel 
could  bo  taken  on,  examined,  and  discharged, 
fromadockjin  afewday^  without  the  slightest 
risk  or  injury.  He  was  therefore  very  desirous 
that  this  portion  of  the  bill  should  ba  retained. 
Mr.  BioTH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  never 
beard  a  clearer  elnoidation  of  a  bill,  than  had 
been  made  by  the  Cbnirman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittae ;  nor  did  ho  think  a  bill  had  ever  been 
drawn  in  a  more  able  or  more  careful  manner. 
Every  provision  had  been  weighed  with  judg- 
ment and  lie  gave  his  entire  comcidence  in  the 
measure.  If  he  understood  the  design  of  this 
bill,  it  was  the  outline  of  naval  improvement, 
which  was  hereafter  to  be  filled  op  by  Congress, 
M  necessity  required,  or  as  should  he  thought 
fit.  It  took  up  certain  great  objects,  and  com- 
menced a  plan  by  which  thoy  were  to  be  at- 
tained.  The  first  provision  in  the  bill  was  one 
of  very  great  importance — the  accnmulation  of 
finiber.  We  have  now  in  store,  timber  for  the 
erection  of  a  oertwn  number  of  ships  of  the 
line.  But  when  that  is  exhansted,  what  was 
then  to  be  done!  And  snppose  another  war 
should  overtake  ns :  snppose  Great  Brit^ 
should  again  impress  our  seamen  t  We  cannot 
■hut  np  our  ports  as  a  means  of  defence,  unless 
we  wish  to  starve  oar  merchants;  but  most 
meet  them  with  nnoqaal  force.  But  if,  by 
aecnmnlating  timber  and  other  materials,  wo 
go  on  and  buUd  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  retain- 
ing Uie  means  to  increase  oar  navy  as  necessity 
miij  reonire,  we  might  then  defy  onr  enemies : 
we  might  say  to  England  and  France,  thus  far 
yon  may  go,  but  no  brther.     If  England  in- 


vaded OS,  we  might  throw  into  tbe  aoale  the 
trade  of  France;  or,  if  France  invaded,  th« 
trade  of  England ;  and  thns  keep  up  the  equi- 
librium of  prosperity.  Timber  was  an  essential 
article  for  the  increase  of  the  navy ;  becanse 
without  proper  care  and  management,  it  be- 
came unsound,  or  so  for  exhausted  as  to  make 
it  difflonit  to  obtain  a  supply.  Of  copper,  ho 
thought  there  waa  no  need  of  making  nro- 
visioi^  as  this  country  produced  it  in  sufficient 
qnantities  for  any  emei^^cy.  If  cordage  was 
stored  for  future  use,  it  would  be  lost  by  decay. 
Besides,  there  was  never  a  scsrdty  of  that  arti- 
cle. Bo  that  he  considered  it  advisable  to  pass 
the  bill  as  it  stood,  and  make  any  additions 
hereafter,  as  tbey  might  be  BugRest«d  by  expe- 
rienoe.  The  subject  of  dry-do>^  hod  been  so 
well  and  so  toUj  treated  by  the  gentiemen  from 
Booth  Carolina  and  liMMachnsetts^  that  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  add  any  thing  in 
relation  to  it  He  should  only  say,  that  althoorii 
he  was  not  fond  of  referring  decisions  to  tne 
Exeontive,  under  all  drcarostanoea,  he  coold 
not  but  think  tliat  tbe  committee  had  taken  a 
wise  course  in  this  case.  Had  the  location 
been  left  to  Oongresa,  it  might  have  brought 
on  a  debate,  which  might  have  lost  tbe  bill. 
Uo  remembered  on  instance  of  a  debate  which 
took  place  npon  the  location  of  a  fortification. 
Every  meml^r  had  a  favorite  site,  which  was, 

' ban  any  other;  and  it 

necessary  to  leave  the 
location  to  the  President.  This  was  a  polite 
manner  of  commanding  the  President  to  make 
the  location,  and  it  was,  in  fact,  putting  no  in- 
dividual discretion  into  his  honda.  He  would 
do  it  with  the  advice  of  experienoed  officers, 
well  aoquEunted  with  the  subject,  and  wonld 
also  anply  to  the  Navy  Board,.  Bo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, than  to  bo  debated  for  in  Congress. 
On  tbe  Bobjeet  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mdne  appeared  to  think  it  nsctess, 
as  all  the  education  required  coold  be  ohtdned 
on  board  ship.  Mr.  8.  believed  tbe  officers 
wonld  find  but  poor  education  there.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  an  aoodemy  waa  as 
much  required  to  be  attached  to  our  Navy  as 
to  our  army.  Our  army  fight  at  home  and  do 
not  need  that  thorough  oc^u^tance  witb  many 
branches  of  atady,  that  is  required  by  naval 
officers.  Our  Navy,  on  tbe  other  hand,  visit 
all  parts  of  the  worl4  and  it  was  necessary  that 
the  officers  should  be  acquainted,  not  only  with 
navigation,  but  with  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  The  former  bos  become  common 
in  this,  and  in  every  civilized  country.  The 
latter  was  fast  becoming  so:  and  considering 
the  interconrse  which  existed,  and  was  fast  in- 
creasing, between  thia  country  and  the  South 
American  Republics,  waa  highly  important, 
and  neceasary  to  finish  the  education  of  naval 
officer.  There  were  other  branches  of  learning 
still  more  essential,  and  which  could  not  often 
bo  mastered  on  board.  He  bad  known  many 
midshipmen  of  talents,  who  bod  seirod  aerai 
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jears,  who  had  &  thorough  knowledge  of 
tactics,  and  were  in  evety  respect  promising 
Toang  men,  who  could  not  pass  the  Board  of 
Eiaminera  for  want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of 
astronomy  and  mathematics.  Their  aituation 
•lona  and  the  absence  of  the  facilities,  prerent- 
ed  them  from  attidning  the  neoesaaiy  qnalifica- 
tions.  It  waa  not  to  be  supposed  that  midship- 
men should  be  ablo  to  obtain  all  their  knowl- 
edge of  tiaviMttion,  in  a  school  But  Spanish, 
French,  mauieroatica,  and  astronomy,  they 
could  attain  thore;  and  they  wonid  thus  be 
enabled,  when  they  were  abroad,  to  appear  in 
anj  society,  to  the  credit  of  tbemselves  and 
their  country.  A  sufficient  knowledge  of  these 
branches  could  be  obtained  in  two  or  three 
years,  and  they  then  would  commence  their 
career  at  sea,  and  finish  their  education  by 
learning  the  management  of  a  ship,  her  guns, 
Ac  As  the  midshipmen  in  the  serrice  of  tho 
United  States  could  not  rise  by  favor,  It  waa 
plain  tbot  tbe^  must  bare  merit  to  obtain  pro- 
motion. As  It  waa  at  present,  they  could  not 
be  promoted  until  after  nine  years' service;  and 
tiiej  surely  ou^ht  to  hine  every  facility  to  en- 
able them  to  rise  after  that  period,  if  they  hud 
merit  to  entitle  them  to  advancement.  To 
bring  forward  young  officers  entitled  by  their 
qnalities  to  distinction,  this  school  would  hava 
an  admirable  effect,  and,  in  every  view,  it  ap- 
peared to  bim  as  promising  the  most  beneficial 
influence  in  advancing  tho  character,  and  in- 
creasing tlio  confidence  of  the  people,  in  the 
right  arm  of  onr  defences,  and  in  adding  to  the 
composure  and  security  witb  which  this  coun- 
try would  meet  a  future  war,  which,  altboagh 
now  apparently  far  off,  might,  at  some  future 
period,  visit  ns.  Blioold  such  a  time  arrive, 
tho  chief  means  of  repelling  invasion  would  bo 
found  to  exist  in  our  maritime  armaments; 
and  then  the  nation  would  have  cnnse  to  re- 
joice at  the  timely  prudence  that  bod  strength- 
ened tlie  sinews  and  enlarged  the  growth  of 
.  our  gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  NoBLB  said,  for  hia  own  port,  lie  looked 
with  a  favorable  eye  npon  this  bill;  not  be- 
caoae  ho  was  to  reap  ony  pecnliar  advantages 
ifQXa  it,  but  because  the  wise  people  of  tho  pres- 
ent generation  were  now  returning,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  it,  to  the  good  old-fashioned  John 
Adams  Bj-Btem  of  national  defence,  lie  wonid 
not  now  stop  to  inquire  who  hod  formerly  cast 
so  much  reproach  and  ridicule  upon  it;  nor 
trould  he  say  what  fanciful  gunboat  systems 
hod  intervened.  Let  them  all  pass — they  were 
only  worth  remembering  for  the  soke  of  tlio 
le»son  that  was  to  be  learnt  from  them.  In 
going  back  to  former  tunes,  he  might  have 
asked  what  new  terror  had  mode  gentlemen 
ofraid  to  trust  tho  President?  Afraid  to  trust 
tho  President — to  do  what?  "Why,  to  do  what 
belongs  to  his  duty — to  consult  the  officers 
about  him,  upon  subjects  whioh  como  directly 
under  tlieir  observation,  and  make  a  decision 
fh>m  tho  advice  he  may  obtain  1  He  did  not 
■ee  what  this  fear  conld  arise  £rom,  and  it  waa 


a  new  subject  of  apprehension.  I  «m  glad 
[said  Mr.  N.  in  conclusion]  that  onr  stateemen 
nave  at  last  come  bock  to  the  naval  poUcy  of 
John  Adams,  notwithstanding  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  traduced ;  and  now  they  bad 
done  BO,  he  hoped  they  woold  stick  to  it :  for 
wisdom  late  fonnd,  was  better  than  none.  He 
rejoiced  to  see  men  of  intelligence  como  ont  in 
support  of  the  Kavy,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  tne  right  arm  of  the  conntry.  He  hoped  its 
interests  and  welfare  would  be  attended  t(\ 
steadily,  and  permanently ;  and  then,  if  war 
come,  the  country  woold  know  where  to  look 
for  defence. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Bonth  Onrolina,  aaid  he  eonld 
not  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
lie  wished  to  have  that  portion  relating  to  a 
Kavel  Academy  struck  out.  The  sal^Mt  to 
him  was  a  new  one,  and  it  would  be  attended 
with  expense,  of  the  extent  of  which  thej  were 
not  yet  aware.  He  thonght  the  Senate  shoiild 
have  more  informatitoi  on  this  sul^ect  before  it 
acted.  If  this  portion  was  stricken  out,  and 
time  allowed  to  investi^^  the  subject,  he 
would  vote  for  tiie  bilL  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  7th,  6th,  Oth,  10th,  and  11th, 

Mr.  Uatkb  said  that  he  would  give  his  col- 
league all  the  information  in  hia  power  on  the 
subject.  The  proposition  in  relation  to  a  Naval 
School,  was  not  a  new  one.  It  had  been  acted 
upon  during  the  last  session,  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  the  session  before, 
and  liad  aUo  been  most  fully  discussed.  As  to 
theexpense,  information  was  last  year  request- 
ed of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  had 
given  an  estimate,  which  it  was  supposed  waa 
as  Bccnntte  as  any  computation  npon  the  sal>- 
ject  could  be  made.  That  estimate  gave,  as  the 
probable  cost  of  the  establishment  of  the  scjiool, 
SO,CNDO  dollars.  The  permanent  expense  of  the 
establishment  was  computed  at  a  much  eroaller 
sura  than  that  requiriKl  for  the  support  of  the 
Kilitary  Academy.  Many  of  the  professors  of 
the  naval  school,  it  wos  proposed  to  select  ftom 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  already  in  the  pay  of 
the  Government ;  so  that  tlie  charge  for  pro- 
fessorships would  1)0  comparatively  small.  The 
pupils  were  not  expected  to  be  as  numerous  as 
tliose  at  the  Military  Academy ;  and  it  was  also 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  sloop  of 
war  to  be  attached  to  the  school,  was  not  to  bo 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  bat  was 
to  he  one  stationed  on  the  coast,  on  actual  ser- 
vice; consequently,  the  midphipmcn  and  offi- 
cers, while  employed  on  board,  would  take  tiie 
place  of  others,  and  thus  be  no  extra  expense, 
OS  the  same  number  of  officers  must  be  em- 
ployed, whether  there  was  a  school  or  not. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  annual  expense 
of  the  academy  would  not  go  beyond  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  He  had  said  thnsmuchfor 
the  information  of  his  colleague.  If,  after  all, 
he  should  not  be  satisfied,  Mr.  H.  oould  onl^- 
say  that  he  should  regret  it. 

Mr.  S.  farther  observed,  that  It  was  not  np- 
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poeed  tliat  the  school  woold  be,  b;  taj  meanfl, 
tn  expensive  one. 

The  qaestion  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Skith 
was  tbeo  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
latoSl. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Sonth  Oarolino,  said  he  was 
not  now  prepared  to  pass  s  bill  so  important 
as  this,  without  a  Ml  investigation  of  ita  merits. 
He  had  not  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
daring  the  seasiona  in  which  this  provimon  had 
been  diacassed.  He  was,  therefore,  nnao- 
qoMnted  with  the  gronnda  which  had  beoi 
taken  for  and  against  it.  He  had  listened  to 
the  eloquent  remarks  of  bis  oolleagno  this 
morning;  but,  in  doing  that,  he  had  heard 
onlf  one  ride  of  the  qneetlon.  As  this  was 
a  time  of  profonnd  peace,  he  did  not  think  a 
S&vai  Academy  immediately  necessary.  At 
■11  events,  be  wished  time  to  consider  tht  «ab- 
Jeet,  and  enirese  bis  opinion  upon  it  He 
wonld,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table  ontil  to-roorrow,  bat  waived  hia  motion 
at  the  reqnest  of  hia  ooUeagne, 

Some  farther  oonversation  took  place  between 
lloKTB.  Hatnk,  Johnboh  of  Eeu.,  and  Holmes; 
when  Hr.  Johsboh,  of  Kentaoky,  having  re- 
newed the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stimi,  of  Sonth 
Candina — the  hill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow, 

Fbidat,  Pebraary  16. 
Jfaval  Aeadtmy. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  onSniahed  badness 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  Gnwlaal  ImproTement  of  the 
Havy. 

Mr.  SMrrff,  of  South  Carolina,  noved  to 
strike  ont  the  7th,  ech,  9th,  and  10th  sections, 
providing  for  the  ereoljon  and  government  of  a 
Naval  Academy.  He  had  the  honor  yesterday 
to  offer  some  objections  to  this  feature  of  the 
bill,  08  worthy  more  mature  consideration,  for 
which  he  bod  wished  it  to  lay  over  for  a  sepa- 
rate investigation.  He  hod  no  objection  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  bill ;  bat  agreed  entirely  in 
the  views  entertained  by  the  Kaval  Committee, 
ot  the  importance  of  preserving  a  Store  of  live 
oak  timber  for  fatnre  use,  providing  thereby  a 
permanent  Btool^  to  be  kept  until  called  for  by 
mure  exigency.  This  object  had  been  thonght 
(rf  formerly,  and  acts  passed  upon  it.  Whether 
the  object  had  been  fully  attuned,  was  very 
doubtful  at  any  rate,  he  saw  no  olyeotion  to  the 
psaenge  of  the  present  bill,  so  far  as  this  ol^ect 
woa  contemplated.  Nor  did  he  find  any  objec- 
tion to  the  plan  which  had  been  promalgated, 
in  relation  to  dry-docks.  He  bad  believ^  be- 
fore he  heard  the  able  argument  in  their  favor, 
of  his  colleague,  that  they  were,  if  not  abao- 
Intety  necessary,  at  least  very  useful ;  and  that, 
beaides  the  services  to  be  expected  from  them, 
they  promised  in  the  end,  to  lessen  the  expen- 
diture of  the  Government  for  the  repair  of 
ships.  Thns  far,  he  went  with  the  committee 
and  their  bilL    Bat  here  he  most  stop.    Usefnl 


as  he  believed  these  provirions,  be  shonid  not, 
on  principle,  vote  for  the  bill,  if  the  project 
of  a  Naval  Academy  were  to  be  retained.  To 
this  project  he  had  the  most  insuperable  objeo- 
tions,  founded,  not  only  on  theoretical  specula- 
tions, but  upon  practical  experience.  It  wa« 
trae,  that  his  colleagne  had  sud  that  the  snb- 
ject  was  discussed,  and  its  merits  settled  in  the 
Senate  last  year ;  but  to  Mr.  B.  this  was  no  ar- 
gument for  letting  it  pass  at  this  time.  He 
was  not  prteent  last  year,  and  oonseqaently  the 
disonssion  waa  lost  to  him.  If  others  had  been 
convinced,  he  also  reqoited  to  be,  before  bs 
could  give  bis  sanction  to  this  contemplated  in- 
stitution. What  he  had  heard  yesterday,  from 
his  colleagne,  did  not  at  all  satisfy  him,  and  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  doctnnes  that  gen- 
tieman  then  advanced,  or  the  effects  anticipated 
by  bim.  There  was  already  a  Military  Acade- 
my in  this  country ;  and  as  the  plan  laid  down 
for  the  imitation  of  Government,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Naval  Academy,  was  drawn  from 
the  institntion  at  West  Point,  he  thonght  it 
would  be  bat  fur  to  dednce  from  the  condition 
and  effects  of  that  already  established,  the 
measnre  of  good  or  evil  to  be  attained  or  fear- 
ed by  the  erection  of  the  ioBtitution  projected. 
WhaMver  good  tendency  the  Military  Academy 
might  have  had  uptm  our  military  character,  or 
upon  the  organiz^on  of  the  Army,  he  believed 
there  were  many  very  sensible  men  who  felt  as 
much  anxiety  for  the  defence  of  the  conntry  as 
coald  be  ftelt  by  any  patriotic  mind,  yet  who 
thonght  this  military  system  carried  too  br. 
He  believed,  in  1602,  the  nnmber  of  stndenta 
at  West  Point  was  only  ten,  and  it  was  then 
the  sole  object  of  the  institution  to  rear  £n- 
pneers  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  vast 
country  which  we  posses;^  and  to  elevate  onr 
Army  in  this  peculiar  branch  of  the  science  ot 
war  to  a  level  with  those  of  other  oountrles. 
But  the  character  of  tids  institntion  dianged  as 
it  advanced,  by  the  operation  of  various  cir- 
cnmstances,  nntil,  at  length,  we  find  it  at  the 
present  moment,  contdning  npwards  of  200 
students.  He  had  thonght  that  one  of  the  laws 
relating  to  this  Academy,  had  limited  the  num- 
ber of  cadets  to  250 ;  but,  on  reference  being 
bod  to  the  Attorney-General,  he  gave  it  as  hia 
opinion  that  the  S50  to  which  the  number  was 
limited,  were  in  addition  to  the  Un  admitted 
by  the  law  of  1803.  Thns  the  nnmber  had  risen 
to  2B0.  And,  to  him,  tt  iqipeared  that  this 
was  canying  the  military  establishment  too  fkr. 
Did  the  United  States  want,  as  Engineers,  (dl 
the  men  who  wonld  thus  obtain  military  edn- 
cotionsf  Certoinly  not.  Were  they  wanted 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  i  The  army  ia  now 
overflowing.  What  then  was  the  necessity  for 
such  an  overflow  of  military  education!  He 
was  not  one  who  would  wish  to  stint  the  coun- 
try in  the  means  of  defence ;  nor  was  he  one 
who  wished  a  military  spirit  to  t>ecome  too 
general.  But  for  every  useful  military  pnrpose 
he  looked  upon  the  vast  expenditure  to  wnieh 
the  country  was  sal^eotea  by  the  Military 
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Acftdemj,  as,  In  &  great  TaeSBiire,  a  oseleM 
waste.  The  qoestjon  which  aoKeated  iteelf  to 
his  mind,  was,  whether  all  this  eancation  would 
make  men  victorioiu  Qenerale;  whether  thay 
could  serve  their  conntr7  with  a  better  chance 
of  success  t  And  to  what  but  experienoe  and 
facts  could  the  question  be  referred  ?  If  we  go 
book  to  histoiy,  ve  shall  find  martial  feats 
achieved  with  as  much  gaUaotrj  and  as  com- 
plete aocoeeB,  as  in  modem  times,  with  the  ex- 
ception perfatipB,  of  a  single  instaaoe.  The  fhme 
of  Julias  Cwsor,  and  hia  victories,  were  in  the 
mouth  of  every  one.  Yet  Jolius  Cnaar  was 
not  reared  up  in  a  Military  Academy.  He  was 
a  Komau  lawyer,  knowing  in  his  early  life  no 
more  of  militwy  edacotion,  than  did  any  other 
civilian  of  that  dty — but  Mb  battles  have  been 
looked  upon  as  eihibtting 
well  BB  uncommon  valor, 
to  modem  times,  the  Duke  of  Uarlborongh  had 
seldom  been  equalled  in  his  day  for  bravery 
and  success  j  yet  be  was  not  educated  in  a  Mil- 
itary Academy ;  nor  was  the  Mud  of  Orleans, 
whose  acta  have  exdted  wonder  and  admira- 
tion, acquainted  with  the  roles  of  scientiflc 
warfare ;  but  whether  by  witchcraft  or  valor, 
she  contrived  to  overthrow  the  armies  of  Eng- 
land, headed  by  learned  and  experienced  lead- 
ers. In  our  own  times,  even  in  our  late  war, 
where  were  our  most  successful  generals  edu- 
cated t  Where  did  Gaierala  Brown,  Miller, 
and  Scott,  or  where  did  Colonel  Towson  obtain 
their  education  t  Not  in  a  Military  Academy. 
They  were  taught  in  the  field ;  and  their  talents 
and  bravery  pointed  out  the  way  to  victory, 
better  than  any  education  they  could  have  re- 
ceived. Without  education,  they  displayed  as 
much  gallantry  as  was  ever  displayed  in  any 
age.  Mr.  S.  believed  the  acta  of  Towson  and 
Miller  had  seldom,  if  ever,  been  excelled.  Ee 
would  ask  the  gentleman  on  his  left,  (General 
Habsison,) — be  was  not  informed  where  be  was 
reared ;  but  certainly  not  in  a  Military  Acad- 
emy— whether,  in  the  actions  in  which  he  was 
BO  succeasliilly  engaged,  ho  found  the  absence 
of  education  any  drawback  upon  bravery,  or 
any  bar  to  Buccess?  (Be  Mr.  B.)  was  not  a'mil- 
itary  man,  and  tacticians  might  say  that  be  was 
arguing  aguost  the  acknowledged  lights  of  sci- 
ence. But  nve  me  a  brave  man  for  the  deeds 
of  war,  and!  core  little  about  his  acquirenjents. 
Proofs  were  before  their  eyes  every  day,  to 
show  that  military  talent  would  unfold  itself, 
whenever  ao  opportunity  ofTered,  withonteetab- 
lishing  nurseries  for  its  cultivation.  Who  has 
behaved  more  gallantly,  or  fought  more  suc- 
cessfully than  General  Jackson !  And  was  be 
brought  up  in  a  MCitary  Academy!  Ho.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law,  and  sat  upon  the  bench : 
and  hod  gone  no  futher  than  to  be  a  General 
of  mCitia,  until  the  late  war.  Yet,  his  achieve- 
ments were  equal  to  those  of  any  general,  in 
any  age,  and  bad  added  much  to  the  glory  of 
our  country.  These  men,  whose  names  he  had 
mentioned,  were  occompliahed  gentlemen,  their 
manoera  wrae  polished;   bnt  Uiey  were  not 


learned  at  an  Aeademj,  They  had  rused  the 
renown  of  out  conntry  to  an  equality  with  that 
of  the  most  heroic  nation ;  yet  they  owed  httle 
or  nothing  U>  education.  What,  then,  was  the 
neoessity  of  an  Academy  to  teach  engineering 
when  such  men  could  be  produced  without  itl 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  before  him  half  a  sheet  of 
paper  filled  with  a  list  of  the  studies  attended 
to  at  West  Point,  taken  from  an  ahie  report 
upon  the  subject.  (He  here  read  them.}  There 
were  certainly  many  among  them  which  would 
as  wet]  have  auited  ojiy  other  course  of  educa- 
tion as  military.  He  had  asked  yesterday  what 
would  be  the  probable  cost  of  the  projected 
Naval  Academy ;  and  he  had  been  informed  by 
hia  cdleague  that  SO, 000  doll^  would  probably 
cover  all  eipenscB,  Bnt  this  did  not  ioclnds 
any  thing  fttrtber  than  the  erection  of  the  build' 
ing,  &o.     Contingent  expenses  and  current  ei- 

f^nditures  were  not  taken  into  oonsideratioo. 
he  annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy was  80,000  dollars ;  the  pay  of  the  cadets 
amounted  to  48,000  dollars— he  believed  itwai 
nineteen  dollars  monthly  pay.  Bnt  it  wis 
worth  while  to  ask  who  goes  to  this  imita- 
tion? And  this  was  a  delicate  que<'tioD,  he 
would  allow,  because  the  truth  was  perhaps  the 
most  disagreeable  thing  that  could  be  said. 
The  Bona  of  Members  of  Oongreea  were  the  ean- 
didatea,  and  in  some  instances,  three  or  fuor 
were  sent  in  sncoeseion.  The  sons  of  tbo  Judg- 
es were  also  educated  at  the  Military  Academy. 
All  men  in  power  could  educate  their  children 
at  the  expense  of  the  GovemmeDt.  It  was  im- 
possible that  it  should  be  otherwise,  when  it 
was  only  through  Congress  that  the  pnblio 
could  approach  the  institution.  The  members 
record  their  codeta,  and  it  is  then  left  to  Ibe 
Department.  The  members  record,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  their  own  bods  or  those  of  their 
friends.  A  few  wealthy  men  wished  to  bav« 
their  aons  educated ;  they  brought  them  up  to 
the  age  of  14,  with  a  (Mmmon  education,  nod 
then  they  are  educated  and  entertained  for  five 
years  at  the  public  expense.  About  80  left  the 
Academy  every  year,  oud  occasioned  that  nnni- 
ber  of  vacancies  to  be  cont«sted  for  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  others.  Was  thiB  con- 
sistent witli  the  first  object  of  the  iastitutionl 
This  system  did  not  point  out  the  advancement 
of  youths  who  had  given  proofs  of  merit — bat 
according  to  the  influence  and  standing  of  tlioao 
who  recommend  them.  You  educate  a  mass  of 
young  men,  and  who  from  among  them  go« 
into  the  Armyt  Now  and  then  one.  One, 
perhaps,  out  of  twenty.  And  it  was  of  "Oia» 
Importance  to  know  whether  there  conld  ht 
no  change  of  this  systom  I  Whether  members 
of  Congress  were  alwnya  to  be  called  upon  to 
support  institutions  in  which  they  alone,  or 
nearly  so,  were  interested  f  Whether  there 
should  still  be  set  before  them  this  severs 
trial  between  their  duties  and  their  interests! 
I  say,  said  Mr,  8.,  you  camiot  rwist  this  in- 
tern. £ewstaDce  has  been  set  up  ■S''^l'3 
bnt  has  nnivusally  been  voted  down ;  ma  Sf 
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Btead  of  taking  the  sons  of  soldiers,  who  died 
ID  battle,  and  who  thos  have  a  oolkteral  deim 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  conntrT,  the  eons  of 
membeiB  of  Oongreea,  offioera  of  the  Qoveni- 
ment,  and  other  great  mea  of  the  uaCioo,  seem 
■lone  to  be  entitled  to  eatranoo  at  the  Acad- 
emj.  The  privilege  of  admission  had  beoome 
one  of  the  instnunenta  ot  CongreaBloiial  infla- 
Mice,  and  bj'  that  alone  would  utey  be  decided. 
Ab  to  the  real  ntilit;  of  the  establiahmenL  its 
advocates  tnlght,  he  thought,  be  induced  to 
abate  some  of  their  admiration,  when  it  was 
known  that  many  of  the  etadents,  on  their  re- 
tirement from  the  institution,  never  thought  of 
going  into  the  army.  Many  went  into  the  pro- 
fesson  of  the  law,  and  other  parsuil&  for  which 
the  conntrj  need  not  have  expended,  ita  foods. 
I^  then,  the  students  edacatea  at  the  Acadamj 
were  in  no  way  bonnd  to  eerve  the  country,  to 
which  they  had  been  indebted  for  a  good  Va- 
cation ;  er  if  thej  were  not  wanted  in  the  army, 
and  therefore  allowed  to  follow  any  other 
coarse  of  life  that  might  snit  them,  why  was 
the  establishment  maintained  in  its  present  ex- 
tent) Wby  carry  military  education  beyond 
the  neoessity  for  its  applioatioo,  nnless  it  was 
intended  to  make  onr  citizeua  all  soldiers !  He 
should  not  inquire  what  effect  the  edncation  of 
five  additional  cadets  would  have  hereafter  on 
the  Government.  It  was,  however,  a  aubject 
worthy  of  consideration.  He  would  now  come 
to  tbe  Naval  Academy,  which  he  considered 
so  nearly  of  the  same  character  as  to  be  readily 
ecHopared  with  the  Military  Academy,  upon 
which  he  had  detained  the  Senate  so  long,  from 
tbe  coDviction  that  a  statement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  one  would  aptly  describe  that  of  the 
other.  He  had  made  some  little  research,  si  ace 
this  plan  had  first  oome  under  his  observation ; 
but  he  had  not  been  informed  that  such  an  es- 
tablishment existed  in  any  other  country,  from 
whom  we  were  often  fond  of  borrowing,  and 
who  held  out  to  this  country,  in  many  important 
points,  tbe  light  of  experience.  He  believed 
that  no  such  institution  existed  as  yet — and  it 
might  reasonably  be  asked  why  England,  so 
proud  of  her  naval  importance,  and  so  loud 
u  tmmpetiag  forth  her  naval  supieriority, 
had  never  established  a  Naval  Academy  t  Or 
why  had  not  France,  which  bad  so  often 
strove  to  raise  a  naval  force,  to  defend  herself 
from  her  old  and  habitual  enemy,  never  hit 
apon  the  plan  of  a  Naval  Academy  for  the  per- 
fection 01  her  officers)  If  he  shonld  be  in 
error,  in  this  respect — should  it  prove  that 
soch  establishments  did  exist  in  England  and 
France — at  least  England  had  produced  naval 
heroes  who  owed  none  of  their  advancement 
or  sacoess  to  the  edncation  to  be  obtained  in 
such  an  establishment.  The  celebrated  Lord 
Nelson,  on  whose  name  Uie  British  peoole  have 
bestowed  so  much  honor,  was  not  bred  to  the 
profearion  of  which  he  was  so  briglit  an  orna- 
ment; white  playing  on  shore,  he  was  put  on 
board  a  ship,  and  there  learned  to  conouer  the 
enemies  of  his  conntry.    He  did  not  idle  away , 
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his  time  at  a  Naval  Bchoo),  or  amnse  himself 
alternately  at  sea.  He  was  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  abstruse  sciences  which  bad  now 
tieoome  requisite  for  a  naval  commander ;  but 
he  knew  what  was  by  far  most  essential,  the 
science  of  iteing  victorious.  His  friend  and 
colleague  had  yesterday  prused,  with  much 
eloqoenoe,  the  intelligence  of  our  naval  heroes. 
But  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  thought  that  some  of  our 
moat  aooomplished  heroes  were  unacquainted 
with  the  studies  of  an  academy.  At  the  be- 
Kiiming  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  our 
Navy  consisted  of  a  few  ships,  five  only  of 
which  were  frigates;  and  it  was  confidenUy 
believed  that  the  British,  with  their  thousand 
ships,  would  blow  this  paltry  force  out  of  the 
water  in  a  month.  Yet,  in  this  small  way  we 
began ;  and  through  the  activity  of  our  Gov- 
it,  and  the  bravery  and  enterprise  of  ot 


bera  and  in  glory,  and  the  deeds  of  ita  com- 
manders s^ed  a  lustre  over  the  conntry.  The 
heroes  who  won  the  laurels  in  those  conflicts, 
were  never  excelled  in  all  the  characteristics  of 
heroism.  Where  were  Hull  end  Bdnbridge 
raised  t  Was  it  in  an  academy  that  they 
gtuued  their  knowledge  of  ships,  th^  daaot- 
less  conrage,  and  presence  of  mind,  or  the  ad- 
dress which  ensured  their  saccess)  They 
were,  if  he  did  not  mistake,  engaged,  previona 
to  the  war,  in  the  merchants'  service—having 
then  no  Navy  of  any  Importance ;  and  we  were 
obliged  to  take  such  men.  Nor  did  they  foil 
short  of  any  more  educated  officers.  Where 
was  Decatur  reared )  Not  in  a  Naval  Acade- 
my. His  edncation  was  obtained  at  sea ;  and 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  pursued  a  cor- 
sair off  Tripoli,  and  avenged  the  death  of  his 
brother,  in  a  manner  so  neroic,  that  the  deed 
was  nnmbercd  among  the  most  brilliant  feats 
of  modem  chivalry.  And  he  would  aak 
whether,  if,  as  had  been  ai^ed  by  hla  col- 
league, the  Naval  School  would  polish  the 
manners  of  the  officers,  it  could  make  them 
more  accomplished  than  were  those  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  mentioned,  or  mdeed  than  any 
of  onr  naval  commanders)  The  manners  of 
those  officers  were  such,  to  use  the  words  of 
his  colleague,  es  would  "grace  any  drawing 
room."  Have  we  any  reason  to  regret  that 
their  education  was  not  more  perfect;  or  Is 
there  any  deficiency  to  be  noticed  in  uiat  re- 
spect in  their  public  services )  There  was  not 
one  instance,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  war, 
in  which  they  did  not  act  with  tbe  greatest 
gallantry.  Even  down  to  the  privates,  there 
was  a  dovotedness  to  the  service,  and  to  duty, 
displayed,  which  claimed  the  praise  and  admi- 
ration of  the  country.  Do  these  facts,  said  Mr. 
8.,  argue  the  necessity  for  a  Naval  Academy ) 
Our  naval  officers  have  thus  far  gone  to  sea, 
and  learned  their  duties  there,  where  tlicy 
were  to  bo  performed,  and  not  by  nur^ng 
themselves  in  idleness  on  shore,  "niey  could 
do  so  still,  and  it  would  be  better  for  the  aer- 
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vic«.  Thej  were  brought  op  in  the  school  of 
adversity,  and  were  earlf  taaght,  bj  sorrice 
and  danger,  to  scorn  the  harikhipa  and  deff 
tiie  vioisaitadeB  of  the  eea.  Ifeo,  tutored  in 
tills  laauuer,  were  ever  at  their  poets  ^  aud  in 
troubled  times  might  be  depended  upOD.  It 
seemed  that  this  Aoadenij  was  to  make  room 
fur  a  great  manj  midshipmen,  in  addition  to 
Die  present  number.  And  whj  was  this  addi- 
tion to  be  made )  The  ships  were  alread;  fulL 
Only  a  few  days  eIdco,  he  (Xr.  B.)  a[iplicd  for 
a  Bituution  in  the  navy  for  a  young  man  of  fine 
qualities,  and  was  told  that  there  were  no  va- 
cancies. How,  then,  was  it  neoesaai?  that  an 
eatablishtnent  should  be  made  for  the  education 
of  midshipmen  not  in  employment!  How  was 
it  neceitsar/  to  erect  a  Navfd  Academy  for  the 
instruction  of  young  oEQcers,  when  no  room 
remained  for  them,  as  the  situationB  were  all 
filled  t  The  United  States  Knvy  would  soon 
comprise  twelve  Bhips  of  the  line  and  fifteen 
frigates.  And  where  were  they)  They  were, 
■ome  of  them,  l^d  up,  and  the  reason  given 
for  it  was,  that  there  were  not  ofBoers  enough 
to  man  tlie  whole  of  onr  sliips.  He  saw,  him- 
self, a  few  years  since,  two  of  them  covered  np 
at  Boston  to  keep  them  from  the  weather. 
There  was  also  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in 
this  city,  in  the  same  predicament :  the  house 
to  cover  one  of  which  cost  seventy  thousand 
dollars.  And  Congress  appointed  ofGeers  to 
man  those  ships  when  there  was  no  use  for 
them,  and  they  were  allowed  to  spend  tlielr 
time  in  idleness.  Where  are  your  midship- 
men I  They  are  ataying  on  furloughs  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end ;  amusing  themselves 
wherever  they  are  inclined  to  go,  without  a 
thouglit  of  their  duty.  The«e  were  not  the 
men,  who,  when  called  suddenly  into  action, 
would  do  their  duties  with  good  efiect.  So ; 
t'.io  men  who  were  to  bo  expected  to  perform 
those  signal  acts  of  skill  and  bravery  for  which 
our  Navy  had  hitherto  been  characterized,  were 
of  a  (119'ercnt  mould.  They  were  not  those 
who  were  closeted  in  their  studies,  in  learned 
:,  and  titere  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 


without  practice ;  and  that  practice  was  to  be 
bad  on  the  ocean  alone.  Mr.  S.  tliought  this 
provision  misplaced  in  the  present  bill.  It 
contemplated  a  new  principle,  and  he  thought 
reqaired  separate  investigation,  and  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  distinct  bill.  He  apprehended  tliat 
the  subject  of  the  Naval  Academy  was  not  ma- 
tured. There  were  many  irnporlant  qneetions 
in  relation  to  it,  yet  to  be  settled.  Who  was 
to  go  there  t  Where  were  two  hundred  and 
fifty  midshipmen  to  l>o  chosen,  when  the  ships 
were  alrenay  full)  In  case  of  war,  these  offi- 
cers must  be  withdrawn  from  tlie  Acodemr. 
Their  requirements,  however,  would  hardly  fit 
tlicm  for  actiye  serviiie :  and  it  would  bo  found 
that  accomplishments  which  would  fit  men  to 
appear  to  advantage  in  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain,  wonld  not  be  of  much  value  in  active 


service.  If  our  officers  are  to  prepare  for  any 
thing,  it  is  for  war — and  not  to  become  ambas- 
sadors at  foreign  courts.  Enough  of  them 
could  be  found  in  other  walks.  The  Navy  does 
not  want  a  host  of  tender  youths,  carefully 
nursed  and  indulged  in  a  quiet  life;  neither 
did  it  Btand  in  need  of  a  troop  of  silk- stocking 
gentry  to  lead  to  battle  our  hardy  seamen,  who 
would  look  with  contempt  upon  Irifiing  or 
effeminate  leaders.  These  are  not  the  men  to 
odd  to  the  victories  already  achieved.  As  to 
the  filling  np  of  the  school,  he  believed  that  it 
wonld  be  done  in  imitation  of  the  prooea  in 
gaining  admission  to  West  Point  Members  <tf 
Congress,  and  their  Mends;  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment, &c.,  would  be  the  first  on  the  Ust. 
Their  fathers  beins  great  men  in  the  natimi,  it 
would  be  supposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  sons  would  also  be  great.  But  this  was 
not  always  the  case.  The  race  of  giants  Bome- 
times  dwindled;  and  the  sons  of  great  and 
wise  men  often  proved  any  thing  but  great  nud 
wise.  The  sire  maj  be  a  man  of  taknta,  and 
the  son  a  dunce.  Even  the  renowned  Tullj, 
whose  eloquence  gtdned  him  the  admiration  of 
Rome  and  of  the  world,  expended  greet  care 
and  expense  in  educating  hia  son  Marcus,  xrho, 
after  all,  turned  out  to  be  a  blockhead.  '  80  it 
would  frequently  happen.  This  would  fill  tlia 
institntion  with  lads  of  cveiy  character ;  some 
witli  a  disposition  for  the  business  in  n-liich 
they  were  to  be  engaged,  and  some  of  a  dificr- 
ont  character.  The  establishment  would  be 
filled  by  the  sons  of  rich  men.  Every  weoltbj 
individual,  who  had  a  chubby-cheeked  boj'  for 
whom  he  had  as  yet  ehosen  no  profession, 
would  send  him  to  the  Naval  Academy.  The 
genius  of  men  was  often  discovered  by  cliance; 
and  to  this  the  United  States  was  probably  in- 
debted for  much  of  her  naval  talent  Perry, 
McDonough,  and  Rodgers,  wliose  names  be 
had  not  yet  alluded  to,  were  not  educated  to 
the  profession.  lie  believed  the  latter  had 
been  a  former  until  he  was  of  age.  Merit 
promoted  him ;  and  as  there  was  no  dispositiam 
in  this  conntrj',  at  large,  to  elevate  one  man  at 
the  expense  of  another,  through  an  idea  of 
hereditary  superiority,  he  saw  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  merit  would  hereafter  raise,  in  a 
similar  manner,  men  whose  natural  abilitica 
fitted  them  for  any  particular  station ;  and  that 
a  sufficient  portion  of  the  talent  of  the  nation 
would  be  directed  to  tiie  cultivation  of  naval 
science.  But  supposing  that  the  dispomtion 
and  talent  for  the  profession  were  capable  of 
being  produced  by  an  education  at  a  KaTsl 
Academy,  there  were  still  branches  of  naval 
knowledge  which  could  not  bo  attained  in  snch 
an  institution.  The  navigatiim  of  a  ship  coald 
never  be  learned  on  shore,  nor  could  a  man  be 
mode  a  good  seaman  in  an  Academy.  Mnch 
hod  been  said  of  the  andden  rise  of  our  nava] 
power  during  the  last  war ;  and  jnst  encomi- 
nms  had  been  passed  upon  the  officers  whose 
conduct  bad  elevated  its  oliaractcr  so  high. 
But  who  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  Kavy  | 
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It  was  not  the  Governmeiit :  it  was  not  oq)&- 
Me  of  prodooing  the  effects  vhich  resnlted 
from  it.  The  man  who  raised  and  aoBtained  Its 
high  cliaracter  were  peonliar  in  htAag  fitted  for 
That  they  performed!  Thej  were  not  brought 
Dp  in  audemiea ;  they  were  norsed  on  the 
ocean,  and  familiar  -with  iu  perils.  The  intel- 
ligence which  they  poiseaeed,  and  the  polished 
manners  which  it  la  snpposed  are  attainable  in 
n  Bchool,  were  g^ed  in  a  continual  interoonrse 
with  the  world.  Go  to  jonr  wharves,  b^  Mr. 
8.,  sad  jon  will  find  that  the  aea-oaptsiiu  in 
jonr  merchants'  serrioe  are  gentlemen;  ther 
hare  become  ao  by  constant  asaociations  wiui 
men  of  Tarions  nations.  In  most  instances, 
yon  will  find  them  higbly  intelligent ;  and  the 
knowledge  they  possess  is  of  the  bestand  most 
nsefnl  kind — becanse  it  is  practical.  The  mer- 
chants' service  is  tbe  great  school  In  which  na- 
val ofiicers  and  seamen  are  to  be  instructed ; 
and  it  is  dangerona  to  close  tJie  Navy  to  those 
who  are  educated  in  iL  He  looked  upon  the 
endeavor  to  establish  a  Naval  Academy  as  like- 
ly to  jeopardiie  the  aafety  of  the  essential  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
is  fonnded.  The  preliminaries  only  were  set- 
tled by  the  bill ;  all  the  details  were  to  be  left 
to  fotnre  enactments,  or  to  Ezeoulive  discre- 
tion :  such  as  who  should  be  the  pupils,  and 
what  the  eipenditnre  of  the  Academy.  It  was 
not  that  he  would  intimate  that  any  fear  was 
to  be  entertained  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion ;  but  others  were  to  come  after,  and  what 
is  bore  begun,  as  a  small  Inatter,  may' result  in 
great  injury  to  the  service  to  which  it  Is  at- 
tacltcd.  Was  Congress  to  establish  an  Academy 
to  be  nnder  the  direction  of  one  individual  I 
Or  in  what  manner  wonld  the  dett^  be  de- 
cided npon?  These  were  questions  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  moment.  He  was  a 
friend  of  the  Navy,  and  wae  in  favor  of  every 
measure  which  would  really  tend  to  Its  benefit. 
Every  other  provision  of  the  bill  appeared  to 
him  salutary  and  worthy  of  support;  hnt  he 
conld  not  give  support  now  to  the  simple  doc- 
laration  of  Congress  that  there  should  be  a 
Naval  Academy,  without  any  details  being 
fixed  upon ;  leaving  all  future  arrangements 
for  carrying  this  decision  into  execution  nnex- 
plnined.  The  detiuls  were  important,  and 
onght  to  be  settled.  If  this  provision  was 
(track  from  the  present  bill,  he  snould  vote  for 
It — otherwise  he  could  not  He  was  convinced 
that  the  whole  hill  went  too  far,  and  that  its 
great  error  was  the  proposition  for  an  Acade- 
my, which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for 
separate  consideration. 

Ur.  IlAitnisoK  said  he  shonld  content  him- 
self with  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  ttom  South  Carolina,  and  should 
confine  himself  chiefiy  to  tbe  remarks  of  that 
gentleman  in  relation  to  the  Uilitary  Academy 
and  its  results ;  and  the  bearing  which  those 
remarks  had  npon  the  project  of  a  Naval 
Behool  on  simiiar  prindples.  He  has  called  on 
na  to  say  whether  the  events  of  the  lato  war 
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do  not  show  that  snch  institutions  are  needless. 
To  this,  as  a  military  man,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  putting  in  a  negative  declaration.  What- 
ever the  experience  of  other  Grenerals  mar 
have  been,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  can  aay  for  myself 
that,  had  it  not  been  fur  the  science  and  ^111 
atttUned  at  a  Hilitary  Academy,  I  should  prob- 
ably never  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  adoress- 
Ing  this  body.  I  feel  prond  to  say  that  the  de- 
fence of  Fort  Kelgs,  at  whioh  I  commanded, 
ehiefiy  depended  upon  the  scientific  exertions 
of  a  man  to  whom  it  is  dne  that  his  worth 
should  be  here  attested  by  me.  I  allude  to  tho 
lato  Hi^or  Wood,  a  man  who  combined  many 
valuable  qnalilies,  and  who  bade  fiur  to  have 
risen  to  a  nigh  point  of  professional  eminotee. 
YoDT  commander  had  not  snfBcient  science  to 
have  so  successftilly  defended  the  post  without 
the  assistance  of  that  individual.  So  far,  ther»- 
fore,  as  m^  experience  goes,  I  am  totally  at 
variance  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. He  thinks  uiat  an  army  can  as  w^  be 
commanded  by  an  ignorant  as  a  learned  man. 
Tills  pomtion  I  deny  to  be  correct  in  military 
any  more  than  in  other  affidrs.  There  have  been 
instances,  it  is  true,  both  in  ancient  and  mod- 
em history,  of  ignorant  men,  who  cut  a  con- 
siderable figure  m  military  pursuits.  Bat  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  fame  acqnired  by 
such  men  has  generally  been  obtained  m  opera- 
tions against  greater  blockheads  than  tnem- 
selves.  Tho  solaaions  made  to  the  Roman 
Generals,  was,  he  thought,  pecnliarly  unhap- 
py ;  for  they  were  univOTsoJly  educated  in 
schools  where  all  the  arts  of  war,  and  all  the 
athletic  exercises,  fit  to  train  men  to  masculine 
purauita,  were  imparted  to  (hem  from  their  hi- 
lancy.  And  the  great  Roman  orator,  to  whom 
the  genUeman  has  allnded,  was  also  a  General. 
An  instance  of  the  power  of  science,  in  oppo- 
sition to  strength,  and  a  strong  proof  that 
ignorance  was  not  always  sucoesdU,  might  be 
found  in  the  battle  of  Oannn.  But,  instead  irf 
seeking  out  the  few  cases  in  which  Ignorant 
men  have  been  soccesafU  warriors,  let  us  look 
at  the  vast  number  of  instances  in  which  indi- 
vidnals  have  established  great  charocUra  for 
military  achievements.  In  all  the  instances  of 
great  military  renown,  we  find  that  it  was  ob- 
tained by  the  influence  of  the  very  qualities 
which  the  gentleman  entirely  undervalues  and 
disregards. 

As  to  the  olfjeotion  made  by  the  gentleman 
IVom  South  Carotins  that  the  sons  of  rich  men 
atone  went  to  the  MHitary  Academy^  Ur.  H, 
■"as  OS  strongly  averse  to  such  a  practice  as  the 
intleman  himself  could  be;  and  In  the  other 
onse,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had  made  a 
proposition  that  the  sons  of  soldiers,  who  bad 
served  their  country,  should  be  chosen  as  ca- 
dets for  West  Point — but  it  was  rejected.  As 
to  the  battles  gained  by  ignorant  men,  they 
were  generally  explained  with  much  ease. 
They  either  arose  from  Bome  lucky  accident,  or 
were  achieved  over  on  adversary  posacawng 
a  less  degree  of  akill  and  Judgment. 
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SometimeB,  also,  great  intrepiditj,  vithoat 
Jadguent,  giuned  great  advantages ;  but  it  was 
UDsafe  to  truBt  in  each  good  fortune.  A 
tiouB  and  skilful  adversar?  woold  not  be  < 
come  in  this  manner.  BesjdeB,  thoBs  qualities 
vliicb,  in  a  lower  grade  of  nulitotj  ronli,  ore 
nsefiil  and  of  great  aeraice^  do  not  anffioe  in  a 
commander.  The  talents  whicb  mark  the 
character  of  a  General,  are  not  of  the  aama 
grade  with  those  of  a  subordinate.  The  for- 
mer requires  a  great  ftind  of  natural  common 
aense,  quickness  of  perception,  minute  ao- 
quaintance  with  human  character,  a  power  of 
Inspiring  his  soldiers  with  confidence  in  his 
directioDB,  and  of  suBtsining  discipline  amo 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  understand 
character  of  his  adTersorj,  so  as  to  take  the 
befit  advantage  of  his  movements.  It  was  true 
that  a  man  who  was  not  a  proficient  in  militarj 
•cience  would  sometimes  be  as  well  calculated 
for  the  general  direction  of  an  action,  or  for 
the  assault  of  a  place,  as  a  better  educated 
man,  because  eipcrieuce  and  sound  judgi 
would  supply  the  place  of  science.  But,  give 
to  such  a  man  the  duty  of  arranging  and  con- 
Etructing  the  works  necessary  for  ^o  defence 
ef  a  post,  and  he  would,  swd  Hr.  H.,  be  as  de- 
ficient as  myself.  Bach  an  idea  as  this  might 
be  slighted  by  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  militarr  affairs,  but  considerations  arose 
out  of  these  facts,  of  great  importance.  In  an 
army,  ths  perfection  of  ail  the  parts  was  the 
only  sure  ground  of  reliance  for  success. 
Therefore  it  was  easentiBl  that  sdeuce  should 
be  generally  diffiised  among  its  ofBcera.  For. 
•iter  all,  the  best  plans  were  often  overtumeii 
by  dight  act^dents ;  and  the  greatest  victories 
often  depended  upon  the  promptitude,  the  in- 
telligence, and  the  judgment,  with  which  the 
8ubordinat«  movements  were  mode.  Thus  the 
createst  science  in  the  General  might  be  ren- 
dered useless,  by  the  want  of  skilAil  officers  to 
carry  his  commands  into  execution. 

^  to  the  naval  ofBcers,  to  whom  the  gentle- 
man had  alluded,  Mr.  H.  believed  he  was,  in 
some  of  his  remarks,  in  error.  For  instance. 
Commodore  Decatur  did  not  enter  the  Kavy 
until  he  wbb  grown  to  manhood,  and  bod  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  It  was  also  within 
the  knowlodgo  of  Mr.  n.  that  Perry  was  an 
educated  man.  It  was  an  argument  which  hod 
rather  surprised  him,  that  education  would  not 
render  our  officers  more  devoted  to  their  coun- 
try. He  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  lib- 
eral course  of  instruction  would  serve  to  attach 
them  to  the  country.  There  were  other  con- 
siderations of  some  importance.  Numerous 
instances  might  be  dted  in  which  the  charac- 
ters of  men,  engaged  in  warlike  pursuits,  were 
humanized  by  education.  Besides,  it  was  too 
late  in  the  day  to  endeavor  to  depreciate  the 
benefits  of  education  in  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity. By  that  alone  were  the  free  institu- 
tions of  our  country  sustained ;  and  when  the 
great  objects  of  eoionce  should  have  been 
neglected,  he  shoold  conuder  this  country  on 


the  high  road  to  destruction.  He  could  ttf^j 
say,  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  Uiit 
the  school  contemplated  in  the  porticai  of  Iht 
bill  now  under  discusuon,  was  of  the  most  im- 
mediate necessity  to  our  Navy.  He  bad  ««• 
versed  with  many  midshipmen,  and  he  fiirad 
that  they  were  ^nerolly  of  that  sitnadnB  in 
life  in  which  their  parents  could  not  aficidto 
educate  them.  The  Navy  was  not  a  Mvice 
into  which  rich  men  sent  their  sons;  and  it 
seemed  but  proper  that  the  Govemmeat  tb««ld 
prepare  the  officers  in  their  youth  for  the  di- 
ties  which  they  would  afterwords  be  caDed  to 
perform.  He  felt  none  of  the  dislike  eiprased 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  Ite 
indulgences  granted  these  young  men,  or  tbe 
genteel  appearance  which  they  were  prop«)f 
ambitious  to  support.  Mr.  H.  wished  them  to 
be,  OS  far  as  possible,  accomplished  men,  who 
would,  in  foreign  countries,  do  honor  to  tit 
American  character.  They  had  ahown  a  laud- 
able leal  in  endeavoring  to  improve  thenueln^ 
as  he  was  informed  that  the  system  had  bea 
generally  adopted  by  the  officers  of  the  Kan, 
to  set  auort  a  portion  of  their  pay  for  the  pw- 
chase  oi  books.  Even  this,  he  hod  no  doobt, 
was  productive  of  much  good  to  the  conotrj, 
as  it  conferred  mnch  d^it  on  the  oStta 
themselves.  Many  of  our  naval  officeis  had 
ahown  themselves  well  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  their  communications  villi 
foreign  powers  hod  redounded  to  the  honor  of 
themselves  and  of  the  nation.  Certainly  thw 
meu  deserved  the  favorsble  considcratioD,  ud 
the  most  liberal  treatment  from  the  Goven- 
ment  The  country  was  in  every  respect  ia- 
terested  in  preparing  them,  by  a  proper  educa- 
tion, for  the  arduous  and  jierilous  duties,  to  ibe 
performance  of  which  thetr  liv«s  were  derotcd. 
Therefore,  to  considered  the  section  of  thii 
bill,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  d  t 
Naval  School,  one  of  its  most  vshiable  fta- 
turea,  and  ha  hoped  it  would  meet  the  suictioa 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  H^Tra  said  he  conld  not,  by  reason  d 
indisposition,  go  into  the  argument  at  aj 
great  length ;  but  he  conld  not  allow  this  di»- 
cufision  to  psaa  by  without  some  notice,  and  a 
atement  of  his  dissent  from  the  views  of  hit 
illeague.  Be  has  argued  that  some  great  tad 
distinguished  men  have  existed,  who  were  u^ 
indebted  to  the  education  of  an  Academy  te 
their  eminence;  He  might  even  have  gou 
farther,  and  shown  that  great  men  have  if- 
peered  at  various  times,  who  raised  thenudva 
entirely  by  the  force  of  natural  genius.  Then 
are  many  cases  of  this  kind,  where  highly  rifl- 
ed men,  who  come  from  the  hands  of  thdr 
Creator  with  great  qualities,  have  triumpbcd 
over  thdr  adverse  conditions,  and  been  eoibM 
to  educate  themselves,  at  least  in  the  par«iti 
in  which  they  have  excelled.  But  does  it  fol- 
low from  this,  that  education  is  of  no  utility) 
Certainly  not.  Such  men  as  he  bod  described, 
who  had  known  the  want  of  early  m  sn- 
t«matio  instruction,  were  always  to  be  fiw 
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•moDg  the  most  strennous  advtXNUes  of  ednoa- 
tioD.  Frooklm  was  ao  inatance  of  this.  He 
wu  deprived  of  etxlj  edncatioii,  jet  his  whole 
life  was,  in  varions  methods,  devoted  to  its 
advancement.  Gen.  JackgoB  had  never  re- 
ceived OUT'  scientific  instniction  in  militalT' 
pnrsnits ;  but  he  had  been  heard  in  this  yerj 
Pull,  to  support  the  interests,  and  defend  the 
objects  of  tne  Military  Academy.  Generals 
Brown,  Scott,  and  Towson,  were  also  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  a  scientific  edacation,  and  ;et 
were  among  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  Mil- 
itary Acadeni;;  and,  indeed,  there  was  no 
officer  of  eminence  who  was  not  absolutely 
fiiendly  to  that  institation.  Was  it  to  be  sap- 
posed,  that,  because  great  men  had  diatin- 
gniahed  themselves  without  eduoation,  that  it 
uiight  be  abolJBhed !    Or  could  it,  from  ench 

E remises,  be  aJ^ed  that  it  was  useless?  Mr. 
[.  then  enumerated  several  striking  instances 
of  individuaia,  who  had  diatinguished  them- 
selves withoat  the  benefit  of  regular  edacation 
in  naval  science.  But  he  observed  these  indi- 
viduals obtained  by  practice,  by  the  qnickness 
of  their  perceptions,  and  the  closeness  of  their 
objervations,  the  skill  and  experience^  by 
which  they  were  insured  the  victory.  It  was 
nautical  skill  which  led  to  all  these  triumpha. 
It  was  the  very  qnality,  although  obtained  in  a 
different  way,  which  his  colleague  thought  of 
no  importance.  Every  gentleman  who  had  ex- 
perience in  these  matters,  would  reply  to  those 
argnmenta  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  Men  who  had  been  in  actosl  ser- 
vice, knew  welt  the  value  of  science  and  edu- 
cation, and  those  who  had  wanted  them  most,, 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  their  absence,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  warlike  operations.  To  contend  that, 
becauscj  without  uese  reqnisites,  victories  have 
been  ^med,  they  are  useless,  would  not  be  lees 
unreasonable  than  to  declare,  because  the  Maid 
of  Orleans  triumphed  over  the  enemies  of 
France,  our  defence  ought  to  be  intrusted  en- 
tirely to  women.  Had  his  colleague  referred 
to  the  bill  itaelfl  he  wonld  not  have  needed  to 
ask  vho  would  go  to  a  Naval  Bchool,  were  it 
established!  It  provides  that  the  midshipmen 
of  the  Navy,  already  in  the  service,  shall  be  en- 
tered there.  Hence,  it  would  not  be  devoted 
to  the  sons  of  the  rich,  as  had  been  intimated. 
The  midshipmen,  at  present,  are  educated  by 
the  chaplains,  on  board  the  ships.  Their  edu- 
cation wBB  very  deficient,  and  they  were  de- 
prived of  almost  every  description  of  appara- 
tis.  Instead  of  this  very  imperfect  system, 
should  a  Naval  School  be  established,  when- 
ever a  boy  was  admitted  into  the  Navy,  instead 
of  being  sent  directly  to  tea,  he  wonld  be 
placed  in  the  school,  where  his  mind  would  be 
lormed,  and  his  attention  engaged  in  the  theoiy 
of  nautical  science.  All  the  rudimenta  of  his 
profossion  will  be  taught  him  in  advance,  and 
ne  will  go  into  actual  service  prepared  to  apply 
this  knowledge  to  practice.  While  at  school, 
he  was  not  lu  be  emtirely  deprived  of  an  op- 


portunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  ele- 
ment on  which  his  services,  in  after  life,  were 
to  be  required,  A  vessel  was  to  be  stationed 
on  the  coast,  in  connection  with  the  institution, 
in  which  it  was  intended  that  the  pupils  should 
make  short  voyages,  by  turns,  to  teach  them 
the  management  and  organiKation  of  a  ship 
and  it«  crew.  After  a  rerular  preliminary 
course  of  Btodies,  thej  would  be  sent  to  sea, 
for  a  term  of  four  or  five  years ;  and  on  their 
retnm,  would  sgun,  instead  of  spending  their 
time  in  idleness,  be  re-entered  at  the  school.. 

As  to  the  snppoeltion  that  it  wonld  be  mere- 
ly a  place  of  amusement,  he  wonld  observe, 
that.  If  the  institution  was  governed  like  that 
at  West  Point,  it  would  be  no  place  of  amuse- 
ment I  but  one  of  laborious  study,  and  con- 
stant improvement.  His  colleague  argued  c(ff- 
rectly,  that,  if  the  Military  Academy  was  not 
useful,  neither  would  a  Naval  School  be  so. 
But  Mr.  H.  ctmsidered  that  to  be  a  conceded 
point  and  that  the  merits  of  that  establishment 
had  been  thoroughly  tested.  Whether  there 
was  or  was  not  any  ibnndation  for  the  com- 

Sloint  of  favoritism  in  the  appointment  of  ca- 
ets  at  West  Pohtt^  the  bill  on  the  table  would 
not  extend  or  increase  favoritism.  It  would 
not  add  a  single  individual  to  the  list  of  mid- 
shipmen ;  but  provide  for  the  education  of 
those  already  in  the  service.  He  had  thought 
that  the  talents  of  the  youths  who  were  to  be 
admitted  to  West  Point  was  the  first  recom- 
mendation, and  their  being  the  sons  of  Revolu- 
tionary patriots  the  next.  He  had  never 
offered  but  two  candidates  for  appointments  to 
West  Point  One  of  them  was  the  son  of  a 
BevolutionaiT  soldier,  whose  family  was  left 
destitute,  and  he.reccived  it  The  other  was 
still  pending,  ana  was  a  similar  case  of  a  des- 
titute family.  He  repeated,  that,  whatever 
misht  be  the  inexpediency  of  tiie  manner  of 
muing  those  appointments,  it  did  not  apply  to 
this  bill,  as  DO  direction  was  given  as  to  the 
appointments.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  swd,  ha 
was  happy  that  bis  colleague  agreed  to  the 
general  objects  of  the  bill.  He  should  have 
been  still  more  so,  had  he  been  in  favor  of  the 
section  now  under  consideration,  and  was  sor- 
ry that  he  threatened  its  rejection  from  the 
bill.  The  committ«e  conndcred  it  best  to  in- 
corporate all  the  objects  which  appeared  to 
them  important,  in  one  bill ;  and  not  one  of 
them  appeared  to  him  to  promise  more  benefit 
to  the  Navy,  or  more  calculated  to  elevate  and 
improve  it,  than  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
SchnoL  The  opinion  of  the  Senate  would  be 
tested  by  their  vote;  and  as  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  the  bill  would  be  lost  by  retaining 
the  section  in  question,  he  saw  no  reason  for 
presenting  it  in  a-distinct  form. 

Mr.  SKrrH,  of  South  Carolina,  in  comment- 
ing upon  the  West  Point  Academy,  read  sev* 
oral  documents  relating  to  that  establishment, 
its  expenditures,  arrangements,  ix.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Ohio  knew  better  than  Mr.  S,  the 
valne  of  edacation  in  officers  of  the  army ;  bsk 


ABBIDOMBNT  OF  THE 


toUIK.] 


n,  1S2T. 


d  to  doubt  that  Major  Wood  had 
rendered  Uiat  gentleman  varj  important  ser- 
vicee  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Melga.  Bot  he 
did  not  ^oubt  that  fort  would  have  been  de- 
fended even  without  the  assigtanoe  of  that  offi- 
cer. The  gentleman  mistook  htm  in  eoppoe- 
ing  Qiat  he  believed  Ignorant  men  as  capable  of 
the  performance  of  militarj  enterprises  as 
learned  men.  Bot  it  wsa  not  neoeSBarr  to  con- 
fine all  the  learning  to  the  Military  Academy. 
There  were  plenty  of  colleges  in  all  parts  of 
tlie  coontry.  Fitly  cadets  were  sent  ont  each 
year  to  act  as  engineers,  and  to  fill  Taoanoies  in 
the  army.  Tet  tbere  was  no  fear  of  war. 
Who,  Bwd  Mr.  8.,  is  to  come  and  make  war 
upon  list  WilltfaeEoly  Allianoedoit?  They 
combined  to  pnt  down  cert^n  principles  in 
Europe,  bnt  they  have  never  dared  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  America ;  and  It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that  any  other  power  or  combina- 
tion wonld  attempt  it.  It  was  well  known 
that  some  of  those  West  Point  engineers,  who 
were  now  crowding  the  army,  and  crowding 
tiie  woods,  received  double  pay  for  their  aer- 
vices :  one  pay  in  the  line  and  one  In  the 
woods,  where  they  employed  themselvea  in 
making  what  they  term  reeimnoiitanett.  In 
1621  the  army  was  reduced  to  its  present 
form ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
announced,  in  the  year  mcceeding,  that  the 
organixation  had  been  found  expedient,  and  its 
effects  beneficial.  Tet  we  go  on  to  increase 
the  officers,' OS  if  in  contemplation  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  army.  An  officer  bad  told  him 
(Mr.  8.)  that  be  was  from  Green  Bay,  and  that 
there  were  a  number  of  these  engineers  at  that 
place,  keeping  ont  of  the  way,  and  doing  noth- 


mg  under  heaven.  [Mr.  8.  l^ere  read  some  fur- 
ther extracts  from  the  documents,  stating  tJio 
course  of  studies,  &c.]     He  wished  to  ki 


what  the  West  Point  <»dets  had  to  do  with  the 
French  and  Spanish  languages.  He  thought 
they  were  educated  to  be  soldiers  or  engineers. 
Bis  colleague  looked  upon  science  as  aU  suffi- 
cient in  naval  officers.  He  did  not  deny  that  it 
was  an  advantage ;  bnt  tJiat  was  no  reason 
why  a  midahlpman  should  go  from  the  ship  to 
a  college.  It  was  not  there  that  this  edacation 
should  be  sought.  Besides,  it  wanted  different 
pursuits ;  and  the  sdence  of  the  Navy  must  be 
tauffbt  at  sea.  It  was  not  education  alone  that 
mode  a  great  commander.  He  wanted  native 
talent  and  industry.  There  were  innumerable 
instances  which  wonld  prove  this  position. 
General  Washington  was  only  a  decently  good 
scholar :  and,  althongh  Bonaparte  was  edn- 
GQted  at  the  Military  Academy  of  Brienne,  his 
career  conld  not  be  attributed  to  that  cause ; 
for  he  had  displayed  a  military  genius  even  in 
his  infancy.  And  when,  afterwards,  he  crossed 
the  bridge  of  Lodi,  at  the  head  of  a  few  fol- 
lowers, and  planted  his  standard  on  the  ene- 
my's walls,  he  displayed  the  natural  spirit  and 
intrepidity  of  his  mind.  No  studies  at  a  Mili- 
tary Academy  would  ever  have  taught  him  the 
rule  for  perfiinoiiig  that  desperate  aotioo.    He 


did  not  tbink  that  education  disqualified  young 
men  for  action ;  but  he  did  think  that  tfaey 
might  be  penned  up  until  they  were  disqnali- 
flei  No  military  leader  ever  had  such  com- 
manders to  fight  bis  battles  as  thoee  of  Bona- 
parte: yet  he  went  on  a  different  principle.  He 
selected  them  from  his  army,  and  it  was  by  his 
judicious  selections  that  he  gained  many  of  his 
victories.  He  did  not  plead  for  ignorance; 
but  he  repeated  that  our  system  was  for  the 
education  of  the  rich,  and  not  eqoally  tor  all 
classes.  He  did  not  reproach  the  rich  for  m- 
deavoring  to  ensure  to  their  sons  a  scientifio 
education ;  bnt  it  was  a  reproach  to  the  coun- 
try that  tiiese  favors  were  not  more  equally 
dispensed.  AH  onr  experience  has  been  ad- 
verse to  the  system  of  scientific  education  for 
military  men.  Wa^ington  and  Jackson  eur- 
pasaed,  in  their  achievements,  all  our  com- 
manders, and  theirs  were  not  scientific  con- 
quests. The  latter,  at  the  battle  of  Kew 
Orleans,  did  not  depend  npon  his  military  edu- 
cation. He  was  among  his  men,  giving  a  good 
ezamplej  and  sharing  tlieir  dangers.  He  did 
not  take  a  safe  position,  and  send  off  orders  to 
be  performed  by  his  soientifio  officers.  Bnt, 
with  him,  planning  and  executing  went  hand 
in  hand;  and  I  say,  stud  Mr.  6.,  that  the  vic- 
tory achieved  by  him  at  New  Orleans  was 
never  snrpaased  by  Napoleon,  To  return  to 
the  Naval  School,  it  appeared  unnecesearj-,  be- 
cause there  was  educotion  on  board  already. 
The  midshipmen  are  instructed  in  all  the  necc9-  . 
sory  branches,  and  are  thoroughly  examinctl  in 
mathematics,  and  other  branches  of  science, 
befbre  they  are  received.  "Dieir  instructora  are 
the  chaplains  of  the  ships.  The  President  ap- 
points these  chaplans,  and  yet  the  gentlemen 
say,  that  education  has  been  so  much  neglect- 
ed, that  a  Naral  Academy  is  wanted,  although 
the  chaplains  must  have  icnch  leisure  to  devoto 
to  iha  duty  of  education.  They  are  the  proper 
men  for  Uiis  task.  If  tliey  are  not,  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  Senate.  And  if  they  neglected  to 
send  good  men  into  the  Navy,  in  this  capacity, 
would  they  do  any  better  if  a  Naval  Academy 
were  established?  As  to  accomplishments, 
said  Mr.  8.,  I  am  willing  that  our  naval  officers 
should  become  accomplished,   as  far  as  was 

S roper  and  compatible  with  their  line  of  life, 
int  he  did  not  wish  to  harbor  a  host  of  idlers, 
who  would  do  neither  themselves  nor  the  cona- 
try  service.  If  we  look  at  the  list  of  cadets  at 
West  Point,  how  many  of  them  go  into  tbe 
army  t  I  have  said,  observed  Mr.  8.,  to  par- 
ents who  have  applied  to  have  their  sons 
placed  there  :  Why  do  you  not  educate  your 
children  at  hornet  They  have  answered  that 
it  was  more  easily  done  at  West  Point  As  to 
the  project  now  befbre  us,  I  say,  that  the  water 
is  the  element  for  tlie  Navy.  Do  not  bring 
your  naVal  officers  on  land.  If  their  present 
education  ts  not  sufficiently  attended  to  on 
board,  the  fault  can  be  amended.  If  the  Pres- 
ident does  not  do  his  dnty — if  he  nominates  a 
blockhead  to  fill  the  office  of  chqtlain,  it  is  his 
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fiult,  and  he  is  responsible  for  it.  I  know  of 
very  few  who  go  to  West  Point  for  any  other 
pnn>ose  bnt  to  finish  their  edncatioo,  and  It 
wilf  t>e  the  same  in  a  KavuI  JKademv.  Thej 
obtained  at  West  Point  eveiy  Hooomplishment 
with  tho  exception  of  dancing;  and  he  had 
understood  that  a  danoiaR-master  was  raaoh 
wanted,  who  would    donbtless   improve  the 

Eonug  gentlemen  very  esBentiallj  in  their 
Qowledge  of  tactics.  In  conclnsion,  Mr.  8. 
said,  tliat  ha  approved  of  the  other  prOTislons 
of  this  bill ;  but,  for  the  Jfaval  School,  which 
was  here  proposed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  v^^e 
manner,  without  details,  he  could  not  vote.  If 
this  portion  of  the  bill  wer«  retuned,  he  should 
not  vot«  for  the  bill,  which  he  shonld  other- 
wise be  disposed  to  do. 

Ur.  Uaoos  said  he  felt  bound  to  SBj  something 
in  relation  to  thia  bill.  The  Naval  School  now 
proposed  was  one  of  the  steps  which  the  Gov- 
ernment was  taking  towarcb  a  state  of  thinga 
which  he  dreaded.  Aboat  appropriations,  said 
Ur.  IL,  I  shall  i»j  nothing ;  because  yon  all 
know  mj  conduct.  I  ask,  is  this  Academy 
wanted  at  this  time?  And  I  ask  it  because  the 
Chairman  of  the  OomniCtee  on  Finance  says 
the  rcvenno  is  short ;  and  if  it  is  not  necessary 
at  tliis  time,  it  had  better  be  let  alone.  It  was 
said  that  it  was  bat  a  small  sum  that  was  re- 
qnired;  bat  it  was  in  this  way  that  onr  reve- 
nae  was  token  irom  ns,  drop  by  drop.  I  would 
ask  one  ooestion  in  relation  to  this  law.  Have 
our  naval  officers  ever  shown  a  want  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  science  of  their  profession  1  If 
not,  where  is  the  peculiar  necessity,  at  this 
time,  of  providing  an  establishment  for  their 
education  t  Battles  are  generally  won  by  tlie 
exercise  of  coolness  and  good  aonnd  common 
sense.  I  have  no  idea  that  an  elaborate  educa- 
tion 13  required  to  make  a  man  light  a  Buccess- 
fui  battle.  The  greatest  fool  I  ever  knew  was 
tho  greatest  dasacal  Scholar.  In  support  of 
tliia  [losition,  if  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I 
will  relate  a  story,  the  truth  of  which  can  be 
vouched  for  r  When  Governor  Tryon  was  in 
i^ce  in  North  OaroUno,  his  wife  was  taid  to 
have  rather  more  knowledge — of  human  na- 
ture, at  any  rate — than  her  husband.  He  took 
two  yonng  men  into  his  office  to  study  the  law 
— one  was  from  Bhode  Island,  and  the  other 
from  Virginia.  Urs.  Tryon,  m  conversation 
with  these  young  men,  asked  them  about  the 
great  men  in  their  States.  Well,  they  told  her 
over  all  the  men  who  had  great  characters  for 
clarisical  learning ;  but  she  said  she  had  heard 
of  Colonel  Caswell  and — [the  name  escaped  the 
Reporter.]  OIi,  said  they,  these  are  merely 
men  of  common  educatjon ;  they  have  no  sci- 
ence and  no  learning:  in  fact,  they  are  igno- 
rant men ;  and  one  o&gaa  life  as  a  constable, 
and  the  other  as  a  clerk  in  a  parish  church. 
One  of  these  men  had  distingnished  himself  in 
battle,  and  both  were  skuful  commanders. 
There  were  two  other  nten,  said  Ur.  U.,  who 
were  never  beat«n  by  the  enemy,  who  had  no 
prettinaions  to  education,  and,  in  fact,  had  no 


great  need  of  it  But  I  fbrget  the  end  of  my 
story.  Well,  it  htq>pened  that  these  two  per- 
sons came  to  Governor  Tryon's  house,  and,  at 
dinner,  Urs.  Tryon  sat  between  them,  and  kept 
them  in  conversation.  After  they  had  gone, 
ahe  smd  to  the  two  yonng  men,  "I  thoagbt 
yon  told  me  that  those  gentlemen  were  unedu- 
cated. Ifinditault«otherwi»e."  Tbetwostu- 
dents  maintained  that  what  they  had  sdd  was 
tme,  and  she  oonoluded  the  conversation  by 
saying,  "  that  God  bad  educated  those  individ- 
Tuda,  and  done  it  better  than  it  could  have  been 
done  by  any  college  in  the  world."  Ur.  U. 
doubted  whether  the  greatest  man  in  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  improved  by  education, 
ne  might  have  been  made  greater  in  the  fixing 
of  periods  and  the  framing  of  sentences;  but 
he  would  not  have  been  made  greater  in  mind, 
by  all  the  Imoka  in  the  world.  The  rounding 
off  a  period  is  not  the  most  perfect  sign  of 
greatness.  Such  a  perfection  would  have  mode 
Patrick  Henry  lees  great  than  he  was.  His  ge- 
nins  would  have  been  trammelled  by  classical 
study.  Bo  It  was  with  Franklin.  His  want  of 
education  probably  made  him  the  greater  man. 
It  has  bewi  said  that  the  old  women  beat  the 
doctors ;  and  I  think  it  ^ipUes  to  other  pnr- 
snits  as  well  as  that  of  medicine.  One  thing 
ha  was  very  much  opposed  to ;  and  that  was, 
the  Executive  discretion — which  was  intro- 
duced into  this  hill,  as  well  as  most  others. 
Kew  things  were  continually  brought  forward ; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Navy  was  to  toU 
all  the  rest  through — I  say  ioU,  as  it  is  a  word 
which  is  understood  in  the  Southern  States.  I 
don't  think  of  the  Navy  as  others  do.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  Navy  was  ever  built  for  de- 
fence. It  is  intended  for  conquest;  aud  I  dont 
wisli  to  couqaer  other  nations.  We  have  gone 
far  enough  in  acquiring  territory.  We  began 
with  Louisiana,  and  the  Western  people  were 
satisfied  with  its  pnrcbaso.  Next  we  acquired 
Florida ;  and  now  we  wont  Cuba.  As  to  pre- 
paring for  war  in  peace,  I  dont  believe  in  the 
propriety  of  the  system.  The  moment  we  get 
throngb  one  war,  we  prepare  ibr  another ;  and 
when  people  are  ready  for  it,  they  are  sure 
always  to  fight.  Now,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed necessity  of  educating  naval  officers  for 
their  profession,  I  am  not  one  who  thinks  it  in 
any  way  necessary  And,  on  this  point,  let  me 
say,  that  most  of  the  great  naval  commanders 
have  been  uneducated.  De  Ruyter  was  a  cabin 
hoy,  and  rose  to  command  and  conquer  by  dint 
of  that  thing  of  which  I  have  been  speaking, 
which  God  gives  to  people.  In  thia  way  of 
preparing  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  you  have 
nothing  to  support  a  war  with  when  it  comes, 
and  the  country  is  inundated  with  paper 
money.  We  talk  about  the  example  of  Eng- 
land. But  I  do  not  wish  our  imitation  of  that 
nation  to  go  too  far.  Look  at  her  condition. 
With  a  fine  country,  ahe  is  overrun  with  pau- 
pers. She  has  to  keep  up  her  army  and  navy, 
and  support  her  poor.  The  people  of  this 
country  aro  taxed  hard  enough  now.    They 
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vaot  no  more  expenditures  to  increase  Uie 
taxes.  But  we  are  told  that  this  college  ia  to 
«ost  DOttiinK,  or  next  to  nothiDg :  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Caroliiia  utj^  there  is  to  be 
DO  extra  expense.  Veil,  sir,  it  Is  alnaya  ho. 
When  we  begin  any  expense,  it  is  very  small — 
Teiy  trifling — bat  as  we  go  on,  these  things 
grow  with  onr  growth,  and  strengthen  with 
onr  strength.  Ajid  I  think  that,  ^  this  pro- 
vision  is  adopted,  there  is  not  one  here  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  earn  which  this  school 
will  cost.  It  is  a  very  easy  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  responsibility  of  legislating,  by  leaving  the 
details  to  Execntive  discretion.  Bat  there 
were  many  things  in  relation  to  tbts  establish- 
ment, if  it  were  to  be  authorized  by  Congress, 
which  onght  to  be  looked  to.  It  ought  to  be 
decided  wlio  the  cadets  should  be,  who  went 
there.  And  if  they  go,  they  onght  first  to  be 
sent  to  sea,  to  discover  whether  they  have  a 
gift  for  the  profession — for  1  am  a  great  believ- 
er in  gifts — and  believe  that  not  only  poets,  bnt 
heroes  are  bom  to  their  trade.  I  say,  said  Mr. 
U.,  that  the  cadets  at  this  protected  institution 
will  be,  as  they  are  at  West  Point,  the  sons  of 
rich  men  exohisively,  or  nearly  so.  Well,  sir, 
what  will  yon  do  with  all  these  restless  spirits, 
after  yon  have  taught  them  the  trade  of  annst 
Con  you  expect  to  keep  the  country  at  peace, 
when  it  is  full  of  soldiers!  Don't  you  see  that 
these  men  must  have  fighting  to  do.  to  keep 
tfaem  from  doing  mischld^l  I  had  a  hat  of  the 
sons  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  empire  who  were 
at  West  Point ;  and  I  should  really  he  afraid 
to  show  it.  Is  this  the  way  to  seek  out  mill- 
tory  talents  t  to  take  the  eon  of  every  great 
man,  and  leave  obscure  abilities  to  lie  idle!  It 
is  a  bad  system.  I  believe  there  is  talent  in 
the  country  for  every  emergency — and  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  never  have  better  officers  in  the 
line,  than  we  had  in  the  Revolution,  when  edu- 
cation for  the  military  service  could  not  be 
hod.  Yon  must  appoint  officers  that  your  men 
will  follow — men  that  can  command  their  sol- 
diers. Courage,  after  all,  is  the  requidte  qual- 
ity— and  of  that  we  have  a  great  plenty.  Cour- 
age is  like  cider,  it  is  good  for  nothing  until  it 
works ;  and  true  courage  never  begins  to  work 
until  it  comes  near  the  enemy.  A  man  may  be 
very  good  at  planning,  and  in  the  sciences,  and 
yet  not  good  for  fighting.  We  are  told,  that 
this  education  for  the  Kavy,  is  to  cost  nothing 
—and  that  the  establishment  Is  to  do  great 
good  without  any  expense.  These  are  very 
foir  promises — but,  does  anybody  believe  that 
they  will  hold  ontt  Bid  we  ever  count  the 
cost  of  any  plan — or  stop  at  any  increase  f 
We  are  always  advancing  in  expenae.  We 
have  just  raised  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  $6,000,  although  he  had  enough  be- 
ft>re.  I  recollect  when  Gideon  Granger  was  in 
the  office,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it.  A  gen- 
tleman from  Fennsylvania  asked  if  the  salary 
was  enough  for  the  office,  and  the  duty.  It 
was  answered,  yes — but  it  was  not  enough  for 
the  man.    "  Wdl,  then,"  t^oined  the  guit]«- 


man  ttom  Pennsylvania,  "let  him  rerign,  and 
we  will  get  another."  They  had  within  a  few 
yean  created  a  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners, 
which  was  to  %  a  saving  also ;  but  it  tnmed 
ont  that  they  got  good  fat  salaries,  and  so  will 
the  professors  of  your  Naval  School.  They 
won't  work  for  nothing.  Former^  two  men 
were  sufficient  for  doorkeepers,  &c,  to  the  two 
Houses ;  but  now  there  is  a  regiment.  I  reci^- 
lect,  said  Mr,  M.,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Karyland  (Mr.  Suith)  remembers  it  too,  when 
the  clerks,  in  the  offices  of  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia, had  to  work  at  night.  Now  we  de- 
crease the  labor,  and  increase  their  numbers 
and  their  salaries.  Our  greatest  misfortmie 
was,  during  the  war,  that  we  had  no  men  of 
experience.  It  was  said,  that  some  of  the  offi- 
~  were  too  old,  and  hod  forgot  what  they 
knew.  Then  there  were  the  yonng  men 
who  had  no  experience,  and  between  them  we 
were  found  very  defideut.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  says,  that  the  cadets  at  West 
Point  are  all  poor  men's  sons.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  these  poor  people  had 
no  rich  kin,  or  whether  their  ancestors  were 
not  rich ;   because  the  rich  always  have  the 

eeference,  and  are  taken  first.  I  shall  go,  said 
r.  M.,  no  farther.  These  are  my  thoughts  4hi 
the  establishment  of  a  Naval  School,  and  as 
nobody  had  previously  expressed  them,  I 
tiiought  it  my  auty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  EATNEsaidherosewithnootherpuntose 
tiian  to  correct  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  did  not  say,  as  the  gentieman  sup- 
poses, that  the  establishment  of  a  Naval  School 
would  reqnire  no  extra  expense.  I  said  merely, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  pnpils,  there  wonld  be 
no  extra  expense,  because,  as  they  ore  now  in 
the  service,  they  would  receive  the  pay  only 
which  they  woiJd  receive  were  there  no  Acad- 
emy. But  there  will  be  an  additional  expense 
for  professors  and  teachers.  The  bill  proposes 
tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
form  a  plan  for  the  institution,  to  t>e  submitted 
to  Congress  at  the  next  session.  The  details 
were,  tiierefore,  not  now  before  the  Senste, 
and  the  whole  matter  wonld  be  before  them 
next  year.  There  was  another  misapprehen- 
sion in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  He  supposes  that  there  was 
no  deficiency  in  our  officers.  In  this  he  was 
mistaken.  It  was  that  defideney  which  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  a  Naval  Academy.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  correctiy  stated, 
Uiat  many  of  onr  midshipmen  were  found  defi- 
cient in  mathematical  knowledge,  end  it  was 
because  they  had  no  advantages  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  science.  It  was  sud  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  that  some  men  came  from 
the  hand  of  their  Creator,  great.  In  despite  of 
the  absence  of  education — thst  God  made 
them  great.  This  wss  true ;  and  such  minds 
usually  broke  throng^  the  trammels  of  Uieir 
condition,  and  became  distinguished  by  the 
mere  force  of  genius.  Bnt  what  shall  we  do 
with  the  large  moss  ot  minds  of  i.  common 
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order,  nnendowed  with  these  great  natural 
qnalitaeat  Thdr  hnmbler  taleata  mibt  be 
tamed  to  serviceable  aocoimk:  for  splendid  tal- 
ents are  not  snflloientlf  abundant  to  supply  the 
ranks  of  aaj  profession.  If  we  agree  in  this, 
then  ednoation  is  important.  If  we  refer  to 
militBJT  matters,  we  ooght  to  consult  miUtarj 
mea:  if  to  naval  affiiira,  we  oo^t  to  ask  the 
opinions  of  oar  naval  heroes — and  the7  believe 
that  the  plan  now  proposed  is  the  best,  Ibr  the 
interests  DOth  of  the  servioe  and  the  oonntrj, 

Hr.  Maoon  said,  in  reply,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  de6oiencj 
in  the  officers  of  the  Kavy,  He  had  been  told 
by  an  officer  of  the  Navy,  many  years  aoo,  that 
Oongress  was  raining  the  Navy.  He  sud  there 
were  officers  called  Congress  ofBoers,  who  were 
q>pointed  withont  the   proper  qnaMcations, 
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tion  that  midshipmen  shoold  not  be  promoted 
until  they  hod  been  examined. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Shtth,  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
and  dedded  in  the  negative. 

8&TDXDAT,  Febraary  IT. 
Ohio  Turapiie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hsndrioeb,  the  bill  to  an- 
tborize  the  United  Btates  to  snbscribe  for  stock 
in  the  Colmnboa  and  Sandusky  Tompike  Com- 
pany, was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Smm,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  project.  If  no  other  person  would  raise 
a  voice  o^nst  this  system,  he  shonld  consider 
it  bU  dn^  to  do  BO.  They  had  viven  the 
States  land,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  proper 
to  ^ve  again :  bnt  the  Government  onght  to 
keep  ont  of  these  pemicioas  co-partnerships. 
They  had  subscribed  for  canal  and  road  stock 
in  many  instances,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
as»st  the  companies  to  complete  thdr  works, 
not  to  share  any  pro&t ;  and,  after  having  pud 
their  share  of  ^e  expenses,  then  they  sold  out 
their  stock  for  a  song,  and  left  the  companies 
to  re«p  the  benefit.  Oongrees  was  fast  becom- 
ing a  finished  stock-jobber )  falling  into  every 
prqiect  that  was  set  afloat,  and  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  next  that  wonld  be  known, 
the  United  States  wonld  be  deeply  engaged  in 
the  Woollen  Mann&otnre.  They  had  idready 
engaoed  in  banking,  and  were  epeoolating 
la^Ty  in  bant:  stock — and  Heaven  only  knew 
what  they  wmld  engage  in  next.  He  was  an 
enemy  lo  these  schemes,  and  ha  would  repeat 
h — give  land  if  you  will,  no  matter  if  yon  give 
ten  sections  on  each  aide  of  the  road ;  but  keep 
ont  of  these  pm^tlees  partnetihips. 

Mr.  Maoor  remarked,  that  he  saw  in  hts  seat 
ft  gentleman,  who,  he  believed,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlera  of  Tennessee,  and  also  one  who 
knew  something  of  the  first  settlement  of  Ken- 
tacky.  That  country  was  well  settled  before 
the  war:  and  hovrwas  it  settled}  The  United 
State*  made  no  roads  for  the  people :  but, 
somehow  or  other,  they  got  along  without 


them.  How  was  Pennsylvania  settled!  and, 
indeed,  how  were  all  new  States  settled  at 
first)  Why,  they  had  to  work  their  own  way, 
and  do  as  well  as  they  could.  It  was  a  new 
thing  to  him,  this  m^ng  of  roads ;  and  he 
thought  it  goiug  a  step  too  far,  and  anticipating 
prosperity.  Indeed,  every  thing  seemed  to  him 
to  have  changed,  of  late  years,  in  reroect  to  the 
new  States,  and  certainly,  he  thooght,  not  for 
the  better. 

Mr.  Bebbikk  said  that,  as  he  understood  the 
bill  at  present,  this  was  a  donation  to  the  Stat« 
of  Ohio,  of  a  quantity  of  land,  the  value  of 
which  had  not  been  stated  to  the  Senate.  Ha 
wished  to  inquire  the  value  of  the  land  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  give  away ;  and,  also, 
what  secnritry  Congresa  had,  that  it  would  be 
apiJied  to  the  objects  oont«m{dated  t  UntD 
these  items  of  Infbrmation  were  obtained,  th* 
Senate  were  legislating  b  the  dark,  and  were 
granting  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio  a  parcel  of  land. 
withont  any  guarantee  that  it  would  be  devoted 
to  aid  the  construction  of  the  road  in  question. 

Mr.  Hxsnsioxs  remarked,  that  this  was  taii 
to  be  a  donation ;  bat  he  considered  it  to  have 
been  given  in  the  same  manner  as  the  land  In 
aid  of  the  canals ;  and  that  the  United  Statea 
would  gun  a  benefit  iVom  It^  in  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  valae  of  the  contiguons  lands.  la 
this  case,  two  sections  deep  of  land  were  given, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  while  all  the  land 
on  the  eastern  side  was  the  property,  still,  of 
the  United  States.  As  to  the  lands,  they  were 
mostly  wild  lands,  and.  be  believed,  they  were 
in  the  market  at  the  mmimum  price  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents.  This  was  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  give ;  bat  he  wonld  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  which  was  on  the  Secretary's  table. 
In  regu^  to  the  guarantee  which  Oongreaa 
wonld  have  for  the  proper  iq)plicBtioa  of  these 
lands,  it  existed  in  uie  good  faith  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  which,  he  thought,  might  be  consid- 
ered snfficient.  It  wonld  also  be  observed,  that 
the  land  was  granted  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  road,  and  it  could  not  be  applied 
otherwise.  As  to  the  time  of  making  the  road, 
he  saw  no  objection  to  limiting  the  State  in 
that  respect. 

3Cr.  CnAimT.EB  said  that  the  project  was,  in 
hia  view,  altogether  inexpedient  and  improper. 
The  State  of  Ohio  contained  a  population  of 
800,000  souls,  and  yet  they  asked  for  assistance 
to  make  a  road ;  and  demanded  of  Congress  to 
give  two  sections  of  land,  to  what  distance 
they  were  not  told.  Besides,  in  making  this 
grant,  the  company  was  not  restricted  from 
taxing  the  people  and  the  Govemment^y  tolls, 
althongb  Congress  was  to  make  the  road  for 
them.  He  thought  the  people  of  Ohio  were 
able  to  make  their  own  roads ;  and,  under  this 
opinion,  he  should  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table.    He,  however,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Maooh  said,  that  the  State  of  Ohio,  he 
knew,  could  not  tax  the  public  landa  for  five 
years  after  itej  were  sold;    and  genUemen 
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talked  of  this,  as  if  It  vere  a  great  hardship. 
Bnt  it  alwaja  n)peared  to  Um  to  be  a  benefit 
to  the  State,  ratber  than  an  iqjmj.  It  would 
do  the  Stale,  he  thooght,  Teiy  httle  good  to 
tax  people  when  they  lud  first  settled  in  a  wild 
conntry,  and  when  they  had  nothing  to  pay 
taxea  with.  It  was  lappoaed  that  the  State 
ought  to  wait  nntil  they  had  aeraped  a  little 
■ometbing  together,  befor*  they  began  to  tax 
them ;  and  not  lay  a  tax  on  poor  people  in  the 
wooda,  who  had  as  mnch  as  thOT  ocrald  do  to 
keep  body  and  aonl  together.  Th«  ezemptJon 
frmn  tazatl(m  fter  five  yean,  seemed  to  ban  to 
have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  State  <tf  Ohio, 
as  it  had  bronght  in  people  to  aettle,  and  In 
that  way  inoreaaed  the  popnlali<XL 

After  a  continnation  of  the  debate  by  Meaare, 
WooBBiTKT,  H&ssiaov,  Oeuisub,  Johkbon  of 
Eentnoky,  SurH  of  Uaryland,  BouiKa,  and 
KnooLis,  the  amendment  was  adopted,  19  to 
16 ;  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased 
for  a  third  readii^;, 

TmsDAT,  March  1. 

Th«   tlhited  Statit,    GMirgia,  and  &0  Orede 

Indiaiu. 

Mr.  Bkhtoit,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 


the  Uesaage  of  the  Preadent  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  5th  Febniary,  in  relation  to  the 
differenoee  between  the  United  States  and 
Oeo^gil^  made    a    long  report;    which    was 

The  report  oonclndea  with  the  following  rea- 
olntion: 

Bnobxd,  That  the  PTerident  of  the  United  States 
be,  reapectflilly,  requested  to  condnne  his  eiertJom 
to  obtun  from  the  Creek  Indiana  a  relinqinahmeiit 
of  any  daim  to  lands  within  the  Ui^ts  of  Georgia. 


PmuT,  Ibrch  9. 

The  resolntlon  aocompanylng  the  repeat  erf 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Geor^  oiffionl- 
Ues,  was  taken  up,  and  aoreed  to. 

The  Vice  Fruidzbt  then  said  that  be  rose 
in  poTEoance  of  a  notice  pTen  yesterday,  and 
having  offeredJJie  Senators  his  best  wishes  for 
a  safe  and  happy  retnm  to  their  homea,  retired 
from  the  chair. 

Mr.  Bkll,  from  the  committee  to  wut  on 
the  Present,  reported  that  he  had  no  ftuther 
commnnication  to  make  to  the  Suiate. 

On  motion,  the  Soiate  then  a^onmed,  »in» 
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HoHDAT,  Deoembw  4, 1890. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  House  was  cftUed  to 
order,  by  Hon.  John  W.  Tatlob,  of  Now  York, 
Speaker  of  the  House.  The  roll  being  called 
over  bj  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  (Matthzw  St. 
Oi^iB  Clabee,  £sq.,)  one  hnndKd  and  Boven- 
ty-eight  Repreeentatives  and  three  Delegates 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  usnal  mesaaga  having  been  interchanged 
with  the  Senate,  a  committee  was  ordered  to 
bo  appioiated,  jointly  with  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  of  the  Unit«d  States,  to  wait 
on  the  Pre^dent,  and  announce  to  him  the  or- 
ganization of  the  two  Houses. 

Tdxsdat,  December  S. 

Ur.  Latbbop,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed  to  wut  on  the  President  of  the  Uiut«d 
States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  in  session,  and  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
monicadon  he  might  l>e  pleaaed  to  nu^e,  re- 
ported that  they  bad  attended  to  the  dnty  as- 
BiRned  them,  and  that  the  President  bad  re- 
plied that  be  would  send  a  communication  to 
twth  Houses  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message,  with  accompanying  documents, 
was  then  received  from  the  Freddent,  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Job9  Adahb,  hie  private  secre- 
tary,and  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  [For 
Message,  see  Senate  Proceedings,  p.  260.] 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Latobof,  the  Message  and 
docaments  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  dx  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  priiit«d, 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

MoNDAT,  December  19. 

Emiff ration  of  Indtaru. 

Aresolntion  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  UoLeait, 

of  Ohio,  on  the  ISth  instant,  was  taken  up,  and 

read,  as  follows: 

"  Ketolntd,  That  the  SecKtuy  of  War  b«  directed 
to  ccmmiuiicate  to  this  House  any  Lotbimallon  in 


his  department,  not  heretofora  commantc«ted,  la 
raUtion  to  the  diaposicion  of  the  Mvcral  Indian 
tribes,  withb  the  UaiKd  SUtes,  to  emigrate  west  of 
the  Uisiiwippi  J  and  wbelher  there  sre  any  obstacles 
to  their  removal,  known  to  the  department ;  and,  if 
so,  his  opinion  as  to  the  method  t»eat  calculated  to 
overcome  tbcm;  and  whether  the  teachers  of  schools 
DOW  in  operation  among  tl^m,  are  favorable  to  the 
policy  of  their  removal ;  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  an  appnnirlation  being  made  to  defny  the  ex- 
pense of  such  removal  and  settlement,  tbcreare  any 
reasons  to  authorise  the  t>elief  that  they  will  co- 
operate in  the  measure." 

Mr.  Yraroa'  moved  to  amend,  ij  adding  the 
following: 

"  Also,  any  Information  showing  the  progress  sny 
of  said  tribM  have  made  in  diiUudon,  and  partic- 
ularly Id  the  art  of  agriculture ;  what  tribes  have 
muiifcsted  a  disposition  to  emigrate,  and  what,  if 
any,  are  uuTllUng  to  do  so,  and  their  objections 
Against  the  measure:  whether  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  situstioa  of  die  country  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed  ;  and  to  what  partic- 
ular district  or  districts  of  counlry  west  of  the  Uis- 
sisaippi,  they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  removed: 
whether  they  are  willing  to  abandon  the  chare,  and 
depend,  for  their  subnstence,  upon  the  pursuit  of 
Bgrieultnre,  and  the  arts  of  dviliied  life;  whether 
they  have  been  made  clearly  to  understand  the  na- 
ture and  form  of  the  Government  proposed  to  be 
instituted  over  them ;  whether  the  cblelb,  head-men, 
and  people,  of  the  tribes,  are  willing  to  dissolre  their 
eiisting  polilicnl  relations;  whether  they  are  will- 
ing the  United  States  should  create  a  Government 
over,  and  make  lam  for  them  i  whether  they  ani 
willing  to  change  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  and  hold 
them  in  severalty  ;  whether  the  tribes  west  of  the 
Sliseisaip^d  are  willing  the  Indians  in  the  States  and 
Territories  should  be  concentrated  In  their  codutry; 
whether  they  are  advised  of  the  Intentions  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Goverament,  and  are  also  willing  to 
I  into  its  measures ;  whether  there  la  good  rca* 
la  believe  the  Indians  now  in  the  States  and 
Territories  will,  upon  removal,  be  able  to  provide  for 
then iDcivea  the  means  of  subdstence,  without  the  aid 
of  the  Government ;  the  probable  annual  eipenae 
of  the  necessary  fuffdies  of  food,  and  the  Bnmber 


ABKIDOMENT  OT  THB 


B-ofB.] 


of  7«an  lach  ftid  would  be  required ;  the  probable 
•nno*!  eipeoM  of  educating  tbeir  childraa,  and  ot 

tbent  in  agriculture  and  the  aru ;  witli  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  anoual  expense  of  the  GovcnuneDt 
proposed  to  be  inatituted  orer  tbem,  and  of  the  mil' 
Itury  force  neceaaar;  for  tbe  preMrration  of  peace 
and  the  eiecatlon  of  the  kirs." 

Mr.  UcLsAS  wfla  as  desirons  ot  obtaimng 
everj  kind  of  infonnatioD,  having  the  remotest 
bearing  on  this  eabject,  as  snj  geatlemtw  in 
the  Honse ;  nor  was  it  his  wish  to  impede  the 
inqnirj  asked  by  the  gentleman  l^m  Ohio ;  at 
tbe  same  time,  be  wonld  greatlj  prefer  bsTing 
the  proportions  of  the  gentleman,  now  pro- 
posed as  on  amendment,  made  the  ral^ject  of  an 
original  and  independent  resolution.  The  gen- 
tleman could  not  bnt  be  aware,  and  bo  must  tbe 
Honse  be^  generally,  tiiat  mucb,  nu;,  the  far 
ffreater  port,  of  the  information  desired  is  not 
In  poBsesBion  of  the  Department,  and,  of  course, 
cannot  be  commonicated.  As  to  many  of  the 
points,  every  gentleman  in  tbe  House  was,  prob- 
abl7,a3well  informedasthoDepartment;  they 
certainly  possessed  tbe  same  opportnnity  to  be- 
come BO.  The  resolntion,  as  originally  pre- 
sented, contained  sufficient  inquiry  to  put  Con- 
gress in  possession  of  all  that  iros  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  judge  "whether  any,  and  what, 
legislation  was  reqnisi'te.  The  gentleman  from 
Ofiio  calls  for  a  general  history  of  tbe  country, 
and  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  the  tailitory  force  re- 
quired to  guard  it,  and  the  total  expense  of 
gathering,  preserving,  and  maintdning  the 
tribes,  wnen  removed.  There  was,  surely,  no 
need  of  appending  an  inquiry  of  tliis  extent  to 
the  simple  proposition  he  had  offered  to  the 
Uouse.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentlemna 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  amendment, 
and  let  the  ori^nol  resolntion  be  passed  by  the 

Mr.  Owes,  of  Alabama,  thought  that  tbe 
propositions  included  in  the  amendment,  were 
80  numerous  and  so  diversified,  that  the  llouso 
could  searcelr  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  to 
vote  upon  them  at  this  time.  The  snbject 
would,  ere  long,  come  ofBclolly  before  the 
Honse,  when  tbey  would  be  called  to  act  on 
it  with  deliberation.  The  amendment  was  cal- 
culated to  draw  on  a  disoueeion,  in  which  the 
merits  of  the  general  question  would  unavoida- 
bly be  mixed  up.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  dis- 
cussion ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment,  for  the  present,  upon  tbe  table. 

The  Ch^r  decided  that  this  course  would  not 
he  in  order ;  if  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  the  original  resolution  mast  be  also. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wnionr,  of  Ohio,  the  res- 
olution of  Mr.  UcLatK,  with  Mr.  Visros'a 
amendment  thereto,  were  both  laid  on  the  table. 

Quapaw  Irtdiant. 
The  resolntion  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Vim- 
ton,  on  the  15tb  instant,  was  taken  up  and  read, 

d.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
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tioQ  in  the  possesion  of  the  War  Department,  toncb- 
ing  the  present  cendition  of  said  nation  of  Indiaiu  ; 
and  the  nwasures,  if  any,  that  have  been  taken  (o 
alleviate  their  distresses." 

Mr.  Tnnoir  then  went  somewhat  at  large 
into  a  statement  of  what  he  understood  (main- 
ly from  the  public  prints)  to  be  the  present  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  Quopaw  tribe,  who 
were  in  pressing  need  of  food,  and  in  danger, 
many  of^  them,  of  perishing,  if  aid  was  not 
speedUy  odministerea.  In  reply  to  a  remark, 
that  a  call  like  that  he  had  offered  was  nupre- 
cedented,  he  referred  to  an  inquiry,  very  nmi- 
lar,  ordered  by  the  House  last  session,  in  regard 
to  the  Florida  Indians;  andof  such  importance 
was  thot  inquiry,  that  the  information  it  elic- 
ited, had  resulted  in  tbe  appropriation  of  $20,- 
000  for  the  relief  of  that  unhappy  tribe,  ai^ 
had  doubtless  saTed  many  of  them  mim  an  nn- 
timely  grave.  It  was  possible  that  the  present 
inquiry,  if  aereed  to  by  the  House,  might  iseua 
in  a  eimilor  desirable  result. 

Mr.  C0NW1.Y,  of  Arkansas,  said,  that  the  gen- 
tleman ttom  Ohio  was  eert^ly  premature  in 
censuring  the  officers  of  Govermncnt,  in  Ar- 
kansas, before  he  knows  that  they  have  traa- 
scended  their  powers,  or  violated  the  Instmo- 
tions  which  tbey  may  have  received  from  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  tbe  Quapaw  Indi- 
ans. The  treaty  to  which  the  gentiemau  refers, 
(said  Mr.  C.,)  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Territory,  while  acting  as  Governor — was 
ratified  by  tbe  proper  authorities,  and  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  by  Congress  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  That  appropriation,  and  instruo- 
tions  to  apply  it  to  the  object  for  which  it  was 
intended,  were  placed  in  tie  hands  of  Govern- 
or Izard,  and,  I  presume,  the  provisions  pur- 
chased for  tbe  use  of  the  Quapaws,  last  Sum- 
mer, were  paid  for  out  of  that  snm.  What  the 
instructions  to  the  Commissioner  (Mr.  Critten- 
den) have  to  do  with  the  sullbrings  of  t^e  Qua- 
paws, I  cannot  conceive.  His  conduct  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Government,  and  I  have  nev- 
er heard  of  his  being  censored  in  any  other 
Snarter.  The  Governor,  too,  has,  1  have  no 
oubt,  discharged  his  duties  faithfully;  and  I 
must  beg  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  suspend 
the  sentence  which  be  seems  disposed  to  pass 
opon  those  officers,  until  his  call  is  answered, 
when  he  will  find  that  there  is  nothing  in  their 
conduct  to  disapprove.  With  these  romariu 
in  defence  of  the  officers  implicated,  I  am  will- 
ing for  tbe  resolution  to  pass. 

M.  CooKi  said,  in  explanation,  that  bo  had 
not  the  least  Intention  to  prevent  the  inqui^ 
as  to  the  snfiicrings  of  these  Indians,  and  their 
need  of  relief;  but  the  resolution  covered  much 
wider  grounds;  it  called  for  the  President's 
instructions,  given  two  years  since,  to  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  negotiate  the  treaty. 
For  this  he  could  see  no  possible  necessity; 
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the  traa^  hsd  beenexeontad;  If  the  gentl«inaii 
voDld  uta^tj  his  resolation,  so  as  to  omit  this 
part  of  it,  he  would  willingly  vote  for  all  the 
reddne.  Ab  to  providing  relief  fgr  these  Indi- 
ans, if  required,  no  one  would  be  more  ready 
than  himself  to  vote  for  it 

Ur.  0.  moved  to  strike  oat  the  clause  whiofa 
went  to  ask  for  these  inatmctions,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevuled — ayes  G4,  noes  44. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to  by  the  Hoiue. 

'WEDsnaDAV,  December  20. 
Siter«achmtnt  on  Ohoetaa  Zandt. 

A  resolotion  moved  by  Ur.  TT.irg^  yeater- 
dsy,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  coosideratioa, 
was  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows  ; 

**  Bdtalred,  That  the  fiecratary  of  War  be  directed 
to  coraminiicBte  to  this  House  any  lofornwdoK  in 
his  possesuon,  aa  to  the  number  of  while  pertooi 
who  have  encroached  upon  the  lands  granted  to 
the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  in  Arkansas,  in  Iteu 
of  apart  of  their  lauds  ceded  tathe  Doited  States 
on  this  side  of  the  Hisdssiptd ;  and  also  to  state 
to  this  Bouse,  whether  the  lodtaaa  have  remon- 
strated ■gwnat  this  encroachmeat,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  and  whether  the  Indians  coiuider 
tbeir  lands  west  of  the  Hiasiasippl  Bi*er,  as  granted 
lo  Uiem  for  ever." 

Vr.  CoswkY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  Sttolvid,  and 
inserting  na  follows : 

"  llat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
BiDQicate  to  this  House  any  informatioD  in  his  pos- 
BessJon,  as  to  the  number  of  white  persons  liring  oa 
tlie  Choclaw  lands  in  Arliaiieas,  the  period  at  which 
aoid  persons  settled  on  such  Isods,  whether  before 
or  subsequent  lo  the  treaty  made  with  eaid  Indisns, 
at  Dok's  Stand,  in  1B20;  the  eitenCof  the  improve- 
ments made  by  B.-tid  settlers  prior  to  said  treaty ; 
the  qoaiitity  of  land  claimed  bj  the  Cfaoctaws  west 
of  the  Mianssippi ;  and  how  much  of  said  land  lies 
In  Aikoiuas,  the  number  of  the  Choctaws  living  on 
said  land;  and  whether  the  Choctaws  in  the  State 
of  Uisaismppi  have,  at  any  time,  manireated  a  desire 
to  emigrate  to  their  westem  lands ;  and,  If  so,  what 
bw  prevented  their  removal:  and,  also,  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  a  copy  of  an  order  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  IGth  December,  1819, 
in  reUtioD  to  settler*  on  the  lands  now  claimed  by 
the  Choctaws,  west  of  the  ¥issisdppi ;  and  any  re- 
monatiance  which  the  Choctaws  may  have  made  in 
niatian  to  the  encroachments  of  Uie  whites  upon 
their  lands." 

Ur.  Haii-b  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  a 
nbstitnte  for  his  resolution.  Distinct  inquiries, 
he  said,  were  soDght  for  in  his  resolution,  that 
were  not  embraced  in  the  substitnta  offered  by 
tlie  gentleman  from  Arkansas.  He  wished  his 
reaoTution  to  pass  in  its  present  shape.  It  was 
with  reluctance  he  appeared  before  the  House 
to  anst^n  the  resolution  now  aoder  considera- 
tion. But  the  interest  of  the  State  he  had  the 
I)«Dor  to  represent,  imperiously  demanded  that 
he  should  ^-indicate  its  rights.  Mr.  H.  stated, 
he  had  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Arkaiuaa,  farther  than  duty  impoeed  the 


necesrity  npoa  him.  The  sutfjects  of  inqui- 
ry embraoed  in  the  reeolution  (said  he)  are 
calculated  to  awaken  pnblio  attention,  and 
ought  to  elicit  the  feelings  of  this  House.  It 
is  rumored  that  the  whites  have  encroached 
ufna  the  Choctaw  lands  in  Arkansas ;  infor- 
mation is  sought  for  on  this  subject.  The  Gov- 
ernment should  interfere  to  protect  the  Indiana 
from  fhrther  encroachment.  It  may  be  asked, 
What  has  the  State  of  Ifississipp!  to  do  in  the 
afiUrs  of  Arkansas  1  "WheA  right  has  she  to  in- 
terfere in  this  business)  The  answer  is  plwn, 
and  will  clearl;  convince  every  nnprejudiced 
person  that  these  encroachments  militate  against 
ner  rights.  The  removal  of  the  In^ons  from 
her  chartered  limits  is  retarded.  The  persona 
lately  authorized  to  hold  treaties  with  the  In- 
diana within  her  limito,  I  understand,  hava 
failed  to  make  ft  purchase,  I  am  onable  to  dia- 
oover  the  causes  that  produced  this  foilnre — 
a  fwlnre  deeply  regretted  by  every  citiien  of 
that  State.  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  to 
this  House,  that  any  encroachment  npon  the 
Ohoctaw  land^  west  of  the  river  Ui^issiopL 
must  be  oalcn&ted  to  retard  the  removaL  of 
those  Indians.  A  conntry  was  given  to  these 
Indians  as  an  equivalent  for  the  cession  of  their 
lands  to  the  United  States,  on  this  side  of  the 
Uis^ssippi  River.  That  country  was  pointed 
ont  to  tnem  by  Oenerals  Jackson  and  Iliads  as 
desirable,  and  one  that  they  could  guarantee  to 
^lem  forever  by  treaty.  If  a  treaty  hos  been 
entered  into  with  these  Indiana,  it  ought  to  be 
fiilfilled.  If  a  covenant  has  been  entered  into, 
It  ought  to  be  religiously  kept.  Treaties  be- 
tween nations  ought  to  be  sacred.  Kothin^, 
said  }£r.  H.,  will  add  so  greot  a  glory  to  this 
Kepubllc,  as  an  inviolable  fidelity  in  onr  en- 
gagements with  the  Indians.  Sir,  smd  Ur.  H,, 
it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  concen- 
trate, as  fast  as  she  can,  her  white  population; 
to  remove  the  Indian  tribes,  for  their  preserva- 
tion, west  of  the  Uisslssippi,  and  to  establish 
some  form  of  government  over  them.  Bat  can 
the  General  Gtovemment  oipect  that  the  Indians, 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  State  of  Uis- 
aissippi,  will  remove  west  of  the  river  MIs- 
useippi,  nnless  they  are  convinced  that  the 
countty  already  asmgned  them  will  be  guar- 
anteed, and  that  they  will  be  protected 
from  intrusion  t  If  these  encroachments  ore 
permitted,  the  Indians  will  be  fastened  npon  na 
wlthont  the  hope  of  removal.  If  they  ore  en- 
croached upon  on  the  west  bank,  and  n  surren- 
der of  the  lands  which  have  been  grouted  to 
them  demanded  by  the  United  States ;  if,  In- 
stead of  meeting  with  protection,  they  meet 
with  aggression;  they  will  never  remove. 
They  wUI  never  abandon  their  possessions  on 
this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Who  will  sow,  if 
another  is  to  come  and  reap  the  harvest !  What 
could  InSuence  any  man  to  emigrate,  If  ha  Is 
told  bis  residence  will  be  temporary,  and  that 
onother  will  inevitobly  dispossess  him  of  hia 
ri^htt  These  things  have  had  their  inflnenoa 
with  the  Indians,  and  no  donbt  many  have  been 
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deterred  from  remoTing  to  tlie  West  Ur.  H. 
stilted,  in  coucluaion,  that  no  Btatfl  tnf&red  bo 
much  inconvenience  from  Indian  tribes,  within 
their  chartered  limits,  sb  the  8tat«  of  HiB8i»- 
Bippi.  Any  cauEes,  wliateTer,  that  operate  to 
retard  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  and  pre- 
vent tlte  acqoisitioo  of  their  lands,  are  ii^w^ons 
to  her  prosperity  and  advancement. 

Ur.  O0XWA.T  said  he  offered  this  amendment 
to  the  resolutioii  of  the  gentleman  from  Miaais- 
eippi,  not  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  his  ob- 
ject in  making  the  call,  bat  for  the  purpose  of 
gaining  information  on  some  points  not  named 
in  the  original  resolution.  It  is  trne,  as  the 
gentleman  atatea,  that  the  State  of  Utasissippi 
13  interested  in  this  subject;  for  it  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  Delegation  in  Congress  from 
that  State,  tliat  a  tract  of  country,  west  of  the 
ITiBaissippi,  as  large,  he  believed,  as  the  8tate 
of  Mississippi  itseU^  was  coded  to  the  Choctaws 
^iJ  the  treaty  of  1820.  On  the  lands  ceded  by 
that  treaty,  there  were  settled  prior  to  the 
treaty,  by  the  implied  permission  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
he,  could  recollect,  iibont  three  hundred  and 
eeTenty-Sve  families,  who  oertiunly  were  Bot 
trespassers  upon  the  rights  of  the  Choctaws; 
because  they  settled  on  the  lands  previous  to 
tlie  treaty.  IVhen  it  was  made  known  to  the 
people  of  Arkansas  that  the  treaty  of  1S20 
ceded  lands  to  the  Indians,  inhabited  by  onr 
citizens,  they  petitioned  the  President  of  the 
United  States  torepnrchose  those  lands;  and 
on  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  to  en- 
able him  to  comply  with  their  wishes.  In  the 
negotiation  with  the  Indians,  it  was  found  that 
they  were  willing  to  sell  only  a  pert  of  the 
lands ;  leaving,  he  believed,  about  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  ocres  of  Indian  lands  still  in  the 
Territory,  on  which  there  are  two  or  three 
tlionsand  citizens,  who  were  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  leave  the  lands ;  bnt  who, 
by  permisaion  of  the  Indians,  continne  to  oc- 
cupy their  improvements.  The  Indians  allowed 
them  to  remain  as  tenants,  saying  that,  when 
they  moved  over  to  their  lands,  tliey  should 
wimt  com,  and  the  people  of  Arkansas  could 
make  it  for  them.  There  is,  at  this  time,  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  Pnblio  Lands,  a  snl)- 
ject  connected  with  this,  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee wants  Infonuation,  and  which  informa- 
B  called  for  by  the  proposed  amendment. 


gentleman  from  Mississippi  will  accept  of  it  as 
a  modiUcation  of  his  own  resolution.  The  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  have  no  desire  to  violate  the 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  They  occupied  the 
country  before  it  belonged  to  those  Indians, 
and  have  not,  since  the  treaty  was  made,  to  my 
knowledge,  encroached  upon  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Hails  finnlly  modified  Hb  resolution,  by 
appending  thereto  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  CoswAT. 

Mr.  Woods  then  proposed  to  amend  that  part 
of  the  modified  resolution,  which  consist*^  of 
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the  part  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Conwat, 
by  inserting  alter  the  words,  "What  baa  pre- 
vented their  removal."  the  words,  "and  wheth- 
er they  are  at  this  time  willing  to  emigrate." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  resolntion,  as  tbns  modified  and 
amended,  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

Otorgia  Militia  Claim*. 

Mr.  Yakos,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  ASturs,  acting  nnder  the  order  of  the 
committee,  moved  to  discha^e  that  commit- 
tee from  the  further  conndemdan  of  the  enb- 
JBct  of  the  Georgia  Militia  Claimo,  and  to  refer 
It  to  a  Select  Committee, 

Mr.  Dbattom  moved  to  amend  the  motitm 
by  substituting  the  Committee  of  Claima  for  a 
Select  Committee, 

Mr.  Wkbbtxb  asked  for  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  the  Military  Committee  to  direct 
snch  a  motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Vancx  replied,  that  the  main  reason  waa, 
that  the  subject  of  those  claii  '  "    "     ' 


at  a  former  session,  the  committee  made  the 
same  objection ;  bnt  the  inquiry  had  been,  nev- 
ertheless, pot  npon  them,  in  express  violation, 
as  he  apprehended,  of  a  standing  rule  of  the 
Ilouse,  which  mie  he  would  send  to  the  Chair, 
that  it  might  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  Uble.  The 
rule  is  as  follows  : 

"  It  shiU  be  the  duty  of  tho  Committee  on  Hil- 
itary  ADain  to  tnka  Into  conuderstion  alt  subjects 
relating  to  tbe  Hilitsrj  EstabliEhment  and  public 
defeaco,  which  may  be  referred  to  tbem  by  the 
House,  and  to  rcporl  tlieir  opiniou  thereupon ;  and 
also  to  report,  from  lime  to  lima,  such  measures  a> 
may  contribute  to  economy  and  accountability  in 
tbe  laid  establistunent." 

Mr.  FoRBiTH  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
not  prevoil,  but  that  the  House  wonld  insist  on 
the  Military  Committee's  taking  cf^izance  of 
this  subject,  and  reporting  on  it  to  the  House. 
At  the  lost  session,  an  honorable  colleague  of 
his  bad  moved  that  the  claims  might  be  refer- 
red to  a  Select  Committee ;  but  his  motion  had 
been  ref^ised,  and  on  the  express  gronnd,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  fWim  Vii^nia,  in  his 
place,  (Mr.  McCot,}  that  there  was  more  weight 
and  importance  ^tached  to  the  report  of  a 
Standing  Committee  of  the  House  than  to  that 
of  a  Select  Committee.  Reports  of  Select  Com- 
mittees were  almost  always  in  favor  of  the 
measure  which  was  referred  to  them — its 
friends  being  usually  placed  on  such  commit- 
tees. At  the  last  Congress  this  suiyect  tind 
been  referred  to  the  Militaiy  Committee;  OLi 
so,  too,  at  the  lost  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, he  hoped  it  would  take  the  same  direc- 
tion. All  that  the  members  from  Georgia  de- 
sired, was  a  f^r  and  impartial  report — such  as 
might  sotisfy  the  mind  of  every  member. 

On  the  question  of  reference,  a  desnltoiy  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Vamce,  BaATTOn, 
and  HoceTON,  advocated  the  molioa  to  dis- 
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charga  the  IfUitary  Committee,  tmd  Messrs. 
'Webstxs,  McCot,  WniTTLisKr,  and  Fobstth, 
took  the  opposite  udc. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  insisted  that  the  Question  on  which  the 
det^on  of  the  claim  resteu,  wm  not  of  a  military, 
bat  rather  of  &  legal  character.  It  was,  in  fact, 
umply  this :  whether  the  seryices  in  qntetion 
were  rendered  in  fulfilment  of  the  ConTention 
of  1802,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Stnto  of  Georgia,  or  not  If  they  were,  that 
State  had  no  right  to  come  to  the  United  States 
for  remnnerotion ;  if  they  were  not,  she  had. 
The  history  was  given  of  the  seTeral  references 
of  this  snhject  in  the  Hoose,  from  1803,  to  the 
present  time— the  discnasion  of  it  In  1806  and 
I81S,  and  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years.  In 
order  to  report  npon  it  understandingly,  a  moss 
of  documents  must  be  examined,  extending 
hack  to  the  year  1TS4 — a  task  more  suited  to  a 
Chancellor  than  to  a  plain  committee  of  mili- 
tary men.  The  consideration  of  such  a  snbjcct 
was  plainly  excluded  from  the  standing  rule  of 
the  IloQse  specifying  the  duties  of  the  Military 
Committee.  This  was  not  a  Bul^ject  which 
"  related  to  the  Military  Estahlishment  of  the 
Unied  States,  or  to  the  public  defence ;"  its 
decision  would  neither  advance  nor  retard  the 
interestsof  either.  Its  happening  toheaclaim 
in  which  military  officers  were  interested,  did 
not  give  a  military  character  to  the  nature  of 
the  claim  itself;  it  was  a  question  of  right — a 

Suestion  of  law,  and  of  the  construction  of  pub- 
c  instruments,  rather  than  of  military  matters. 
It  was,  in  all  respects,  a  fit  substitute  for  the 
Committee  of  ClaimB,  or  rather  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary, 

On  tlie  other  udo,  it  was  contended  that  it 
was  competent  to  the  Honse  to  send  a  particn- 
lar  subject  to  any  committee  it  might  tliink 
proper,  and  that  such  act  superseded  the  stand- 
ing mle,  and  gave  the  committee  ftill  power, 
whatever  the  role  might  aay.  That  similar 
claims  had  been  committed  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  they  were  in  the  habit  of  re- 
porting on  them ;  and,  as  an  instance,  the  Mas- 
Eochusetts  claims  were  qnoted.  That  commit- 
tee had  had  this  subject  three  different  times 
before  them,  and  must  be  well  ocanainted  with 
the  facts  and  principles  involrea  in  it.  The 
Committee  of  Clmms  were  already  overbur- 
dened, &e. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  discharging  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  ondwosdecidcd 
in  the  nemtive.  So  tiie  subjec 
with  the  Military  Committee. 

TmiBSDAT,  December  21. 
Memory  of  Deeeated  Manhtrt. 
Mr.  METCA.LFE,  of  Kentuckj,  observed  that 
he  had  risen  to  offer  a  resolntion,  which  he 
would  have  offereil  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  ses»on^  but  that  he,  with  others  of  his 
colleagues,  hod  been  nnder  the  impression  that 
it  was  not  coatomary  for  this  House  to  adopt 


this  testimonial  of  respect  for  such  of  its  mem- 
bers as  departed  this  life  during  the  rece^ 
Upon  inquiry,  however,  he  hod  ascertained  tliat 
custom  did,  in  some  instances,  sanction  the 
measnre:  of  that  custom  bo  begged  leave  to 
avail  himself.  Ur.  M.  said  that,  in  sabmitting 
the  resolntion  which  he  then  hnd  the  honor  to 
do,  for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  it  was  not 
his  inten^n  to  trespass  on  its  time  or  attention, 
by  an  attempted  eulogy  on  the  character  of  his 
late  distinguished  colleague  and  mncli  respected 
friend,  then  do  more.  'Were  he,  with  oil  the 
advantages  of  the  most  ample  preparation,  to 
make  such  on  attempt,  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
entire  inadequacy  of  his  powers  to  do  even 
partial  Justice  to  an  indiTiuuat,  whose  ezalied 
poblio  and  private  worth  so  Justly  ranked  him 
among  tlie  most  meritoriona  of  his  countrymen. 
Unprepared,  tlice,  as  I  am,  (snid  Mr.  M.,)  nnd 
unhtted  for  such  a  task,  and  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  such  an  indulgence  here,  I  will  decline 
any  attempt  to  bring  into  vien*,  and  exhibit 
before  you,  the  peculinrjy  bright  and  niicful 
traits  of  cliaracter  of  that  eminently  worthy 
and  talented  patriot,  whose  voice  in  behalf  of 
his  country  so  lately  gained  him  the  attention 
and  high  respect  of  the  Members  of  this  House. 
Let  it  be  sufficient,  that,  though  the  dust  of 
KoBEHT  P.  Henry  now  sleeps  with  tliat  of  his 
fatliers,  he  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  his  countrymen — of 
nil,  and  greatly  more  than  all,  of  those  who,  Ilka 
1110,  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  person- 
ally ;  ond  that  I  respectfully  ask  the  Members 
of  this  House  to  concur  with  me  inthisbumble, 


Retetvtd,  uRanJmotwIy,  That  the  U embers  of  this 
House  will  testify  thdr  respect  for  Ihc  iiicmorj  of 
Robert  P.  Henry,  deceased,  lata  a  Member  of  this 
House,  from  tbo  Btule  of  Kentucky,  by  weoriDg 
crape  on  the  left  arm  far  one  month. 

Mr.  MoHattob  then  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  offer  A  resolntion  to  the 
Honse,  similar  to  the  one  Jnat  offered,  expros^ve 
of  the  respect  of  Iho  Members  of  this  body  for 
the  mcniory  of  Colonel  Jaues  Jooksok,  late 
one  of  the  Reproscntatives  of  Kentucky.  Ue 
was  DO  ordinary  man.  His  amiable  manners, 
his  mild  and  benevolent  disposition,  his  sound 
sense,  and  untiring  devotion  to  his  legislative 
duties  while  hero,  has  mode  a  lasting  impression 
on  nil  who  know  him.  In  peace,  he  was  a 
good  citizen ;  in  war,  a  brave  and  efficient 
Biildier.  At  the  battle  of  tlio  river  Thames,  ft 
was  his  fortune  to  obtain,  by  his  courage  and 

food  conduct,  a  fame  as  durable  as  time  itself, 
lo  is  now  gone.  All  that  is  left  is  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues.  His  remains  are  in  tlio 
silent  grave;  b}<t  patriotism  and  all  the  manly 
virtues  linger  at  its  verge,  nnd  pay  tliO  tribute 
of  a  tear  to  his  departed  worth. 

[Mr.  Metoaltb  explained  the  reason  why  lie 
had  not  incloded  hu  late  coUeagne,  and  most 
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estiimible  friend,  in  tiie  resolntion  which  he  had 
olferi!<l,  and  id  the  remarks  which  he  bad  made 
in  relation  to  R.  P.  Hbsbt.  It  was  because  of 
tbe  opinion  which,  be  nnderatood,  bad  been  ex- 

Jressed,  that  a  resoIutioQ  in  reference  to  Col. 
AMK9  JonxBOK  would  come  more  appropriateir 
from  hiB  respectable  snccesaor.  It  would  have 
afforded  him  ^eut  pleasure  to  accept  his  name 
in  the  resolution,  and  inclode  him  in  thereinarks 
which  he  liad  made,  if  that  course  had  been  ad- 
visable or  proper.  That  not  being  the  cose,  he 
shoald  be  happy  to  vote  for  the  proposition  in 
the  form  of  a  separate  resoltition.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UoIL  it  was  then 

Henlred,  uitonunouily,  That  the  Hemben  of  this 
Houee  will  t«BCJfj  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Junei  Johnson,  deceased,  late  a  Hember  of  this 
Bouic,  from  the  State  of  SenincliT,  bj  weeiing  crspe 
OD  the  left  arm  for  ooe  tDODtb. 

On  motionof  Mr.  MiLLBB,  ofPenngjlvania,it 
was  also 

Retdt/d,  unanimrruily,  Thtt  the  Henbere  of  this 
IIoi;ae  will  icetify  [heir  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Uenry  F.  Wilson,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  from  the  Scato  of  FeansylTaDia,  by  wearing 
crspe  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

TnasDAT,  December  SS. 
We$tem  Armory. 
Mr.  MoIIatton  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  fbllowuig  reso- 

"  Eetoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instnicted 
to  appeiot  three  Coiamisnonera  to  survey  and  ei- 
amine  the  Horee-Ehoe  Bend,  upon  Licking  Birer,  in 
the  county  of  Pendleton,  in  the  State  of  Eentuok  j  ; 
and  if,  upon  such  survey  and  examination,  the  same 
shall  be  found  suitable,  to  autboriie  the  Freeident 
of  tbe  United  States  to  cause  to  bo  erected,  at  the 
Horae-Sboe  Bend  aforesaid,  a  Nutiooal  Armory,  mm- 
nar  to  those  already  erected  at  ^ringfield  and  Har- 
per's Ferry :  that  they  report  the  name  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  shall,  early  at  the  next  scsnon 
of  CMigieei,  report  Ibe  same  to  this  House." 
The  House  determined  to  conuder  tbe  reso- 

Mr.  UcHaTioN',  in  aapport  of  hia  modon, 
Mid,  it  was  ft  sul^ect  in  which  his  constitacnti 
felt  a  deep  interest,  I  am,  Mr  Bpeakcr,  (said 
Mr.  MoH.,)  little  accnstomod  to  pnblio  speaking, 
in  a  deliberative  body ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  bo 
allowed  the  privilege  of  explaining  the  great 
and  important  objects  I  have  in  view  in  the 
resolntion  I  have  called  up.  It  is  to  arm,  whan 
necessity  requires  it,  tite  militia,  which  is  the 
natural  safegnard  of  onr  liberties.  Yon  have, 
already,  in  part,  acted  upon  the  principles 
which  I,  sir,  wish  to  sea  extended;  you  have 
established  an  Armory  at  Springfield,  fW>m 
which,  if  occasion  requires  it,  yon  may  arm  the 
militia  of  the  North  and  East:  a  similar  e^tab- 
liahment  at  Harper's  Perry,  Vii^nia,  gnarantees 
to  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  a  snpplj  of 
arms  when  necessary ;  and,  it  seems  pretty 
generally  agreed,  thai  a  like  work  is  reqnirod 
to  the  WesL    The  only  diffionlty  is,  the  spot 


where  it  is  to  1)e  estabUshed.  During  tbe  late 
war,  the  difficulty  of  pntcnriog  arms  was 
greater  than  that  of  obtaining  soldiers :  indeed, 
it  will  not  soon  be  forgotten,  that,  at  New 
Orleans,  the  American  troupii  were  partlj 
without  orma.  and  had  to  obtain  firom  tbe 
inhabitants  of  that  ciry,  tlieir  fowling  pieoee. 
Let  ns,  in  future,  have  it  in  our  power  to  arm 
onr  citiiens,  upon  all  emergencies.  Hy  prede- 
cessor, CoL  James  Johnson,  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion to  establish  an  Armory  upon  the  Western 
waters,  at  a  place  called  the  Horse-Shoo  Bend, 
npon  licking  River,  in  Pendleton  county,  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  I  will  here  state,  that  his  knowledge 
of  water  works,  together  with  his  inccbanit^ 
genius,  entitled  hie  opinions,  npon  sntjecta  ol 
that  character,  to  great  respect.  He  was  brave 
and  magnanimous  on  the  field  of  batUe:  with 
the  clioicest  troops  of  Eentudcy,  himself  thrir 
commander,  he  made  ft  charge  npon  the  Briti^ 
lines,  at  the  memorable  turtle  of  the  Thames, 
and  immortalized  himself  noless  by  his  braverj, 
than  by  his  humanity  to  the  conquered  invin- 
cibles  of  Enrope.  With  tbe  same  Indeftuigabla 
industry,  and  unremitting  attenKon,  he  advoca- 
ted, in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the 
establishment  of  an  Armory  at  that  place; 
and,  sir,  I  beutate,  and  doubt  my  own  abilitiea 
to  do  this  subject  Justice,  when  I  reflect  that 
almost  the  last  ioteiligible  words  be  was  beard 
to  nttor,  upon  his  death-bed,  were,  to  have  an 
Armory  upon  Licking.  He  hod  this  matter  at 
heart,  and  felt  the  importance  of  it,  for  the 
benefit  and  protection  of  the  West.  Tes,  Mr. 
Speaker;  when  we  reflect  upon  the  sicnatiiin  <k 
the  BoliUers  nnder  the  command  of  Getteral 
Jackson,  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  where 
part  of  the  troops  lacked  anns  to  protect  the 
city — when  "  I>ooty  and  l»«nty"  was  tbe  watch- 
■vatA  of  tbe  enemy,  then  it  was  that  we  saw 
our  want  of  an  Armory  in  tbe  Western  conn- 
try;  and,  although  we  now  have  peace,  onr 
rights  may  be  agun  invaded,  and  you  may  find 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  Armory 
eetablished  somewhere  in  the  West.  And,  inas- 
much as  the  God  of  NatuK  regniotes  the 
atmosphere  for  the  health  of  the  inliebitauta, 
and  tbe  good  of  the  body  politic,  eo  it  seems  to 
me  that  nature  designed  that  spot,  namely,  tlie 
Horse-Shoe  Bend,  for  the  propoeed  purpose. 
That  site  is  most  eligibly  situnted:  with  almost 
three  hundred  acres  of  level  land  within  Ibe 
Bend;  with  deep  ravines  inside  of  said  Bend, 
running  south  and  north,  nntil  within  <we 
hundred  jards  uf  oniting,  precisely  ftt  the  plaoe 
where  the  cftnal  mii^t  be  dug.  Independent  of 
that,  there  is  a  rich  fertile  bottom,  on  boih 
sides  of  the  river,  wuU  adapted  for  celtivntion, 
and  a  more  salnbrious  country  never  fell  to  the 
lot  of  man.  There  aro  hills  heavily  timtiered ; 
and,  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  the  vicinity, 
stone  coal  and  iron  ore  is  to  l>e  hod;  with  the 
advantages  of  the  navigation  of  tbe  said  river, 
only  twenty-six  mtles  to  the  Ohio,  and  last, 
only  eight  miles  to  the  same  river.  Ttiere  i^ 
also,  the  advantage  of  navigation,  by  the  Ohio, 
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to  N'ew  OrietuiH,  and  the  nDticipated  benefita  of 
the  Ohio  Cas&l,  towarila  Oaoftda  and  the  Lakes ; 
and,  if  it  become  neceesaiy  to  guard  either  of 
theae  poiota,  we  have  the  advantaffe  of  those 
Btreams.  It  if,  also,  sitnated  near  the  frontiers 
ot  ^ree  States,  Keutnckj,  Ohio,  and  lodlana, 
wbero  materialw  can  be  had  on  oa  gooi  tenna, 
and  of  aa  good  qoalitjr,  as  at  an;  o(£er  place  in 
the  United  States,  and  labor  la  as  cheap.  All 
these  conaiderationa  give  Eentnclcj  a  claim  to  a 
National  Armoiy  at  this  favorable  site.  What 
is  Eentncfc;,  and  what  are  ber  claims  f  She  is 
the  dangbter  of  the  old  and  patriotdo  State  of 
Yir^nio.  She  did  not  tamiah  the  reputation 
of  her  mother,  in  the  late  war,  bnt  ocqnitted 
herself  with  honor,  and  gained  laarela  as  im- 

gerishnble  as  time  itael£  Then,  as  onr  parent 
tate,  Yirginia,  has  be«i  first  served,  we  hope 
she  will  be  kind  to  her  legitimate  dangbter, 
Kentucky,  and  extend  the  parental  hand  of 
ftiendsbip  to  our  State,  who  stands,  I  hope, 
second  to  none  in  the  Union,  for  her  patriotism 
and  valor.  Let  B<Hne  attention,  therefore,  be 
riven  to  ■her  claims,  and,  inosmnch  as  she  has 
been  a  di]tifulchild,letnot  merit  go  unrewarded. 
Has  EentQcky  been  nnrsedl  No,  sir^  she  v 
iMTer  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  ease,  but  on  i 
otiier  band,  in  tbe  cradle  of  danger  and  di 
cnltv.  In  her  Infauof,  she  encountered  the 
savage,  drove  bim  from  the  forest,  nnd  that,  too, 
with  ihe  loss  of  many  brave  citicena.  And 
now,  alie  asks  for  an  Armory  npon  her  waters, 
in  which  oil  tbe  people  of  these  United  States 
will  be  equaU;  benented.  If  she  has  an  eligible 
site,  will  she  be  denied  t  I  hope  not.  And, 
l£r.  Speoker,  were  yon,  or  any  member  of  this 
honorable  body,  to  vint  tbe  Ktot,  yon  wonld,  in 
my  opinion,  agree  with  me,  that  natnre  formed 
it  for  the  express  pnrpose.  My  predeoessor  had 
it  levelled  and  surveyed,  by  Mr.  Macorty,  an 
■ecurate  mathematician  ;  and  the  county  snr- 
veyor  for  Scott  connty,  Mr.  Juhn  Ewing,  at  my 
request,  a  few  days  before  I  left  home,  examined 
tbe  sitnaUon,  and  both  agree  in  the  general 
wioiim  that  it  possessee  prominent  advantages, 
tiierefore,  all  I  ask  of  the  Hoose,  and  which  I 
tliiuk  they  will  grant  roe,  is  to  have  Engineers 
appointed  to  einmino  it;  andloskthisfovorin 
my  own  name,  in  the  name  of  my  constituents, 
and  in  tbe  name  of  the  good  people  of  these 
United  States, 

Mr.  MoH.  here  added  sundry  observations  on 
the  toposrapliicol  Mtnation  of  tbe  place;  and 
concluded  by  again  nrging  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Ur.  CocEB  observed,  in  reply,  that  many  of 
the  gentleman's  observations  were  at  war  with 
thelangnage  of  liia  resulution:  the  one  referring 
tbe  subject  to  a  cummittco  of  this  Honse,  the 
other  giving  it  in  charge  of  the  Secretory  of 
'War.  It  never  was  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  erect  more  than  one  Armory  in  the 
West;  and,  by  the  resnhition,  as  it  now  stood, 
on  other  situations  which  might  lay  a  claim,  as 
suitable,  for  tiie  Armory,  are  humbled,  at  the 
feet  of  this  "  Horse-sfaoe  Bend." 


Ur.  McHs.iTON  said  it  had  been  his  inteutton 

to  modify  bis  resolution,  so  as  to  obviate  this 
objection.  He  begged  to  sssore  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  and  all  others,  that  be  had  no 
wish  for  eiojusive  rights:  his  oonstituenta  did 
not  seek  them :  they  only  wished  that  equal 
Justice  should  be  done  to  all.  He  had  no  ob- 
jections to  any  other  examinations  that  ventle' 
man  might  propose,  or  any  other  gentleman. 
He  only  desired  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality.  He  accordingly  modified  hia  reeoln- 
tion,  so  as  to  read  as  followB : 

Eaetttd,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Hilitsry  Afblra 
be  inattucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thoriiing  tbe  Secretuy  of  War  to  employ  one  or 
more  skilful  engineers  to  cumins  the  Horse-Shoe 
Bend,  on  Licting  River,  in  Pendleton  county,  in  tbe 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  to  report  on  the  fitness  t^ 
that  place  as  a  sits  for  a  National  Armory,  similar 
to  the  Armories  of  the  United  States  al  Springfield 
and  Harper's  Ferry. 

Ifr.  CocEZ  then  said,  that  many  remarks  be 
bad  intended  to  make,  were  superseded  by  the 
modiScation  which  the  gentleman  had  now 
mode.  Ho  also  had  every  disposition  to  accom- 
modate the  wishes  of  others,  on  this  subject. 
It  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Union  at  krge, 
that  every  spot,  having  pretensions  to  be  made 
the  site  of  such  an  establishment,  should  be 
f^Ily  and  impartially  examined.  As  to  the 
complaint  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
that  the  Engineers  had  not  extended  their  ex- 
amination far  enough,  it  was,  unquestionably, 
wellfoanded.  The  some  complaints  had  been 
made  elsewhere.  A  hirge  section  of  tbe  country 
which  he  had  bimseif  tne  honor  to  represent, 
was  in  precisely  the  same  situation.  Applica- 
tion had,  again  and  agiun,  been  made  to  tbe 
War  Departmcut,  to  have  a  survey  made  of 
east  Tennessee  and  the  western  partofVirginio, 
with  a  view  to  tliis  subject ;  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  done.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  take  in  good  port  an  amendment 
which  be  shonld  now  move,  viz.,  to  insert  in  the 
resolution  ha  bad  ofibred,  tbe  words,  "  and  also 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  as  fhr  oa 
the  falls  of  tbe  latter." 

Ur.UcIlATTOX  accepted  this  asa  modification 
of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Masblb  then  moved  a  farther  amend- 
leot,  in  the  following  worda: 

"Also  the  site  on  the  Narrowfi,  at  H*rpeth,(al 
iggesicd  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Ten- 
nessee,) oa  the  Cumberland  Blver." 

Mr.  M.  said  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  hod 
offered  as  a  gratuity  to  the  Uuited  States,  soma 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  oronnd 
tbe  spot  tbnt  body  desired  to  be  made  the  sito 
of  tbe  contomplatod  Armory ;  land  abonndi:ig 
with  every  requisite  to  fit  it  for  such  a  use. 
She  offered  more  mines,  more  wood,  mora  woler, 
more  mechanic  power,  titan  any  of  her  competi- 
tors; and  if  so,  ho  asked  tiiat  her  claim  mi;;lit 
be  attended  to.  For  bimseif,  he  bad  never  jct 
been  called  a  beggar,  nor  should  ho  now  place 
himself  in  such  an  atUtnde  before  the  House. 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


Fn»  Stgroa  m  (ta  Diitncl  of  Coliiabia. 
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Viiiat  he  aaked,  and  all  lie  asked,  was  jnstdoe 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  obserred,  that  tho 
rc»)lutioD  to  which  thew  various  ameodmeuta 
ivcre  proposed,  hod  come  \ery  nnoxpectedlr 
into  the  Hume,  and  nome  memben  were  possi- 
bly taken  by  Burprise,  He  believed  there  were 
several  who  wished  to  present  to  the  House  the 
ar^ments  in  favor  of  sites  in  their  respecti 
district":  in  order  to  afford  to  gentlemen 
situated  some  ftirther  opportunity  to  prepare 
tlicmsolres,  he  moved  that  the  resolntion 
and  amendments  lie  for  the  present  npon  the 
table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  tbey  were  laid  oi 
the  tabic  accordingly. 

Free  2veffroe$  in  th»  DittrvA  of  Columbia. 
Ur.  Wabd  offered  the  following  resolntion : 
Jleiolitd.  That  tho  Comniiltco  on  the  District  of 

Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  there  be 
fn  force,  In  the  said  Di^trlet,  any  law  which  sathor- 
Izcs  tho  iRiprisonmeiiC  of  any  Treo  man  of  color, 
being  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  Slates,  and  his 
Mde,  as  on  nneliiimed  slave,  for  Jail  fees  and  other 
(barges;  and,  If  so,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  same. 

Mr.  Ward  paid  he  vie  impelled  no  less  by  a 
sense  of  duty  than  by  an  obligation  to  obey  the 
instructions  of  the  citizens  of  the  coonty 
West  Chester,  which  compwsed  a  part  of 
district  ho  had  tiio  honor  to  represent.  It  will 
be  recollected,  sir,  (said  he,)  iliat  Gilbert  Horton, 
a  free  man  of  color,  and  a  citizen  of  that  county 
and  of  tlie  State  of  New  York,  was  impi' 
•ome  time  during  the  lost  summer,  in  tti 
under  nn  old  law  of  tho  State  of  Marylnnd,  and 
was  advertised,  and  would  Iiavo  been  sold  as  a 
dave  to  pay  hisjait  fees,  under  that  law,  (which 
it  seems  now  forms  a  part  of  the  code  of  this 
Dislricc,)  hot  for  the  prompt  interference  of  the 
citizens  of  tliat  coonty,  at  whose  solicitation  it 
became  the  subject  of  a  correspondence  between 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Esecniive  of  tho  Statu  of  New  York.  I  hold 
it,  sir,  to  bo  tlie  duty  of  every  Representative 
on  this  floor,  to  guard  and  protect  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  this  Union,  so  far  as  thoso  rights 
may  come  within  the  authority  delegated  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution,  and  therefore  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  bringing 
tiiis  subject  nnder  the  consideFation  of  this 
House;  but  from  the  members  individnally, 
I  crave  their  indulaenoe  whilst  I  ofler  the  few 
observations  which  force  themselves  on  my 
mind.  Whatever  the  law  is,  and  wherever  its 
origin,  it  could  only  have  been  intended  to 
apply  to  fbgitive  slavesj  any  other  application 
of  it  would  be  at  variance  with  the  sacred  con- 
stitution of  tho  land,  and  void  in  itself.  That 
it  is  nnconstitntionid,  is  virtually,  if  not  ex- 
pressly declared  by  the  8d  article  and  Sd 
section  of  tho  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  it  will  bo  seen  that  a  free  citizen 
cannot,  wiiliont  a  trial,  and  wltliont  the  allega- 
tion of  a  crime,  be  condemned  to  servitade  for  I 


life.  The  section  referred  to  provide  thM 
"  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  iaw 
peachment,  shall  be  by  jury ;  and  such  trial* 
shall  he  held  in  the  State  where  the  audcnmes 
shall  have  been  committed;  but  when  not 
committed  within  any  State,  the  trial  shall  be 
at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Congress  may  by 
law  have  directed." 

The  4th,  Ctb,  and  Qth  articles  of  the  amend- 
ments  of  that  charter,  define  more  narticuUrl; 
the  absolute  rights  of  persons,  and  secure  to 
every  free  citizen,  whatever  may  be  his  cooi- 
plexion,  the  right  of  personal  security,  personal 
liberty,  and  private  property.  These  aitiiskl 
declare  as  follows : 

"  An.  4.  The  rigbt  of  the  people  to  be  secure  ta 
their  penons,  booses,  papers,  and  eRtecU,  igiiiBit  us- 
reasonable  searches  aud  seizures,  shall  not  be  vio- 
lated; and  nowarranCs  shall  Usue,  but  nponprobslils 
cause,  sapported  b;  oath  or  affitmatioD,  and  per- 
ticutorty  describing  tho  [daca  to  be  seifched,  and 
the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

"  Art.  6.  So  person  sh^  bo  held  to  answer  for 
a  capital  or  otberwiec  infamous  ciinie,  nelcBa  to  a 
presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  ejcept 
in  cases  arising  In  the  land  or  naval  forces,  in  lb« 
mititia,  when  tn  actual  scrvii^c,  in  time  of  war  or 
public  danger ;  nor  sliall  any  person  be  subject,  for 
the  same  oSbnce,  to  be  twice  put  1b  Jeopardy  of  lih 
or  limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal  can, 
to  be  a  witness  against  himself^  nor  be  depriTed  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  withoBt  due  proccBl  of  iaw, 
nor  shall  priiato  property  be  taken  for  publia  hm 
without  Just  compenBalion. 

"  An.  6.  Jo  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused 
ebsU  c^joj  the  right  to  a  apccdy  and  public  uiil 
by  an  imparlial  Jury  of  the  Stale  or  District  xhetrin 
the  crimo  shall  have  been  committed,  which  Dis- 
trict shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  liv, 
and  to  be  informed  of  tho  nature  and  cause  of  tlie 
accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  wllnesxa 
agnioat  him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob- 
taining witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel  for  his  defence." 

And,  sir,  by  the  fourth  article  and  Becond 
section  of  the  same  instrument,  it  will  be  seen 
that  this  law  is  also  in  violation  of  State  Rights 
The  words  of  the  constitution,  nro :  "  The  citi- 
zens of  each  State  sliall  be  oatitlod  to  all  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  scvenl 
States." 

I  might  add,  that  the  continuance  of  sadi  a 
law  in  that  portion  of  tlie  nation  especially 
confided  to  the  exelutirc  j  urisdicUun  of  Congress, 
would  bo  no  less  impolitic  than  adverse  to  tlie 
motives  which  conceded  this  Jurisdiction.  It 
was  certainly  never  intended,  that  the  little 
space  of  ten  miles  square  should  ho  the  grate 
of  rights,  so  clearly  defined  by  tho  constitution ; 
and  it  could  still  less  have  been  expected,  that 
the  wisdom  of  Cungrcss  would  have  sulfered  a 
law,  so  tmjust  in  itji  operation,  to  have  staiaed 
"'lo  records  of  her  courts. 

That  its  continuance  would  he  impolitic,  is 
proved  hy  its  repeal  by  the  very  State  which 
enacted  it,  and  might  be  easily  ezem|ililied,  in 
suppoNUg  the  State  of  New  York  wills,  as  a 
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ntaliitofy  maasDR,  to  refuse  to  mnreiiSer  tofA- 
tiTs  aU*<H  from  Uie  District  Fur,  sir,  ue 
Tfelatka  of  a  ria^t  u  tlie  ssme^  whetjier  made 
ia  tba  &ae  of  hw,  or  under  the  unction  or 
edor  of  bUw  Tuditiiig  the  Uagu  Oluuta  of  the 
Mtkm. 

TIm  Uw,  dr,  b  nt^oit,  beouM  tlie  fanpriwm- 
ment  ma  not  for  ft  onme  nor  Ax  a  debt ;  and, 
themenoireamataiioeofhiaiiotbelngeUmedafl 
a  dsre^  eooU  not  strip  the  A«e  mail  of  eolor  ot 
Ut  priTUegM  ac  a  dtina  of  the  free  and  inde- 
fmaant  Stale  of  New  T<^  and  enate  a  debt 
to  wUeh  no  tnt  aci  of  hie  liad  eoMribotad. 
But,  ar,  ware  It  otherwise,  and  coold  a  demand 
be  raised  against  him  hj  tlie  arUtr«7  tnrn  of 
flie  jailer's  ke^,  I  a^  and  I  ask  it  empbatio- 
■Ily,  what  civilised  oonntrr.  In  thto  enllghtwed 
■ge,  permits  the  sale  of  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  to  satisfy  the  ri^adtf  of  the  creditor? 
Noosl 

Is  a  firee  dtian,  then,  beoaose  his  oolor  hq>- 
pHis  to  be  dark,  to  be  less  protected  bj  the  laws 
than  the  poor  debtor,  in  the  fsnga  of  a  men^eea 
oeditorf 

la  he  to  be  deprired  of  the  priTileee  of 
iwting  Toor  capital,  lest  some  tip  staff  sbonld 
ttoge  turn  into  a  dnngeon,  to  qwonhUe  on  his 
ttb*niea,or  to  bind  mm  tothe  oar<^  datwrt 
Voald  not  anch  a  sjntem  equUj  pl«oe  in  jeo- 
patdj  the  privileges  of  the  East  Indian  and  of 


we  lonmr  snffer  this  nnoonstitotlonal, 
this  disgraoefOl  o^>rina  of  poUojr,  long  tinoe 
n^ndiated  bj  the  enlightened  and  honorable 
Stale  i^  Ifarjland,  to  ding,  as  an  ezoresoence, 
OD  tbe  code  of  this  onr  District  I 

Ihejorispmdence  of  this  District,  sir,  ought 
to  be  exhibited  to  this  oonntry  and  to  the  world 
without  a  atain ;  its  ottject  ehoold  be,  not  to 
oraress,  bat  to  vlodioato  the  rights  of  freemen ; 
sod,  if  there  is  a  spot  on  eulh  where  those 
ri^ts  shonld  be  held  sacred,  that  plaoe  is  the 
Dutriet  of  Otdnmbia, 

I  hope,  sir,  that  Uiis  Honse  will  adopt  the 
nsolatxm,  and  that  it  will,  at  an  earlr  d^i  com- 
Band  tbe  serioos  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HxTLx  moved  that  the  reeolntion  be  kid 
SB  the  table  and  printed. 

Tbe  motion  was  nentived. 

Hr.  FoBsTTH  sud,  tiiat  he  had  listened  with 
■tientioo  to  the  address  of  the  gentleman  ftvm 
Hew  Ywk,  and,  if  the  position  taken  hj  him 
was  a  correct  one,  there  conld  be  no  need  of 
the  inqnir;  proposed  by  his  resulatjon.  He 
had  set  oot  with  declaring  that  no  such  law  as 
that  referred  to  is  oonstitntional.  If  so.  the 
Uw  wss  of  coarse  without  obligation,  and  the 
iatfoiTj  respecting  it  onneceseary.  Aaj  law 
nade  m  rldation  of  the  ooostitntion  was  nnga- 
toff-  Tbe  oonstbutuHi  Itself  so  long  as  it  en- 
oina,  is  a  sufficient  proteetioD  fi>r  the  State  of 
Vew  Toik  and  of  everj  other  Btsto.  Why, 
then,  nrn  an  inqniir  mi  s  snbjeet  of  this  pe- 
mliar  character,  whieh  wooM  lead  only  to  Ir- 
ritHio^  punfnl,  and  oadaas  disonssionf    Vhile 


he  was  np,  he  wonld  take  the  opRortnni^  of 
celling  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  eztrft- 
ordinarj  doctrine  which  had  been  advanced  la 
this  Honse  this  morning,  and  which  had,  for 
some  time  past,  been  advocated  in  varions  parts 
of  the  oonntrir ;  that  a  Govenun*  of  one  Stat* 
of  the  Union  may  rigbtfally  be  called  npon  to 
proteet  tbe  citisens  <^  that  State  when  in  other 
^ates.  This  doctrine,  he  said,  was  novd. 
What  had  the  State  of  New  York  to  do  with 
the  law  in  qoestion,  or  taj  denriras  nnder  it^ 
more  than  any  other  BtaW  of  the  Union  t  Waa 
anj  thing  to  be  fonnd  in  the  constitntion  giving 
to  the  Ezeootive  of  one  State  a  Ti^t  to  inter- 
fere in  the  transactions  within  another  State  t 
It  was  tme,  he  might  go  as  fiir  as  to  demand 
the  restoration  of  a  fugitive  who  had  taken 
refbge  wiUtin  another  fitatci  bat  no  farmer. 
It  was  the  very  design  of  the  consUtntion  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  snoh  Interference.  It 
erects  conrts  and  oonititatea  the  law.  It  is  it- 
self the  Iss  leripta,  for  the  protection  (tf  alL 
This  is  the  proper  recourse  of  any  who  have 
snffbred  wrong.  He  hoped  this  snljeot  would 
be  regained,  as  it  sbonld  be,  whoi  the  Hoaso 
came  to  orauider  that  part  of  tiie  Preddent'a 
Messsge  which  reommneoda  a  revision  of  tba 
laws  of  this  IHstrict,  with  a  refbrenoe  to  intro- 
dodng  the  Penitentiai7  system.  Itwasaprt^ 
er  snbjeot  fbr  the  invsstigation  of  a  oommittee 
of  this  Hoose,  and,  for  one,  he  dncerely  hiq>ed 
that  snch  committee  wonld  probe  the  laws  <rf 
the  Distriot  to  the  bottom,  and,  if  they  oontaln- 
ed  my  thing  cruel  or  oppressiTe,  that  it  might 
be  exposed  and  remedieo.  Bo  far  as  any  ame- 
lioration in  those  laws  were  needed,  he  bapoi 
it  wonld  be  made,  and  that  no  Iqjaiaoe  would 
be  suffered  to  rem^n:  bat  in  the  meanwhile 
he  tmsted  they  should  not  be  vexed  with  an 
examination,  in  l^is  hall,  in  relation  to  persons 


nnder  pecnliar  elrenmstanoas  coming  Into  those 
States  where  slavery  was  tolerated,  oa,  tturn 
the  very  natore  of  the  case,  it  coold  not  lead  to 


pleasant  feeling,  which  wonld  be  better  avtrfded. 
Ur.  Hahiltoh  rose  to  address  the  Oh^; 

The  Speaker  arrested  the  farther  disqnsrfim 
of  the  resolution,  the  honr  allotted  by  the  role 
of  the  House  to  the  oon^deration  of  rssotn- 
tions  having  psssed. 

WBDiraaikAT,  December  ST. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Ur.  Wakd,  of  New 
York,  yesterday,  was  again  taken  up. 

Ur.  HAMLtov  said  that  he  did  not  know 
that  tiie  House  or  himself  had  any  occasion  to 
regret  that  he  did  not  yesterday  obtain  the 
floor,  when  the  rsatdntion  trf  the  gentiemaa 
fVcnn  New  York,  [Mr.  Wabd,]  was  nnder  dis- 
cnssion,  as  that  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to 
preflsoe  his  res(datian  with  a  series  of  remarks, 
which,  St  least,  in  this  stage  of  the  inqnlry,  ba 
thought  both  gratnitons  and  inflammatory,  and 
were  calculated  to  have  led  to  an  er" "^ 
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Mr.  Muns  then  sdd,  he  had  snpposed  Uml, 
as  thej  related  to  Uie  Bama  Kener&L  enbject  H 
the  reBolntion  before  the  Uonse,  the;  migbt 
hare  been  added  to  it,  oud  all  conadered  to 
gether :  but  as  this  was  not  the  case,  he  had  no 
wish  to  violate  the  order  of  the  Honae,  tai 
would  withdraw  the  resolutions. 

They  were  accordiiwly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Letoheb  aaid,  from  the  hasty 
tion  which  ha  had  given  to  the  RsolnticB 
now  before  the  House,  he  had  no  heeitatiowis 
expressing  his  opinion  that  there  was  no  eort 
of  neceasity  for  ita  reference  to  a  coinmittes> 
Ee  did  not  thinlc  it  presented  a  fit  sntiject  <if 
legislation.  It  is  not  alleged  that  tbere  is  any 
law  in  existence  in  this  Dtstriot  in  reiaUon  to 
free  men  of  color,  which  ongbt  to  be  repealed 
or  modified ;  bnt  it  is  asserted,  by  the  tnOTert/ 
the  resolution,  that,  if  an;  statnte  does  esat 
under  which  Gilbert  Horton  has  been  \d\wA 
or  oppressed,  that  it  is  tmRonstitntional  and  void. 
The  case,  then,  of  the  individual  mentioned  in 
the  resolution,  is  one  for  the  courts,  not  for 
this  House.  His  redress  at  law  is  flill  and 
complete,  and  to  the  proper  tribunal  let  him 
appeal,  and  bare  his  remedy.  Believing  tfait 
resolution  may,  by  poasibility,  bring  up  a  ddi- 
cate  snbjeclt  and  by  its  discusMoa,  produce  no- 
necessary  excitement,  I  move  to  lay  it  upon  tbt 
table. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Lztcbb^ 
motion,  it  was  negatived,  ayes  6i,  noes  Kt 
Bo  the  Honse  reflised  to  lay  Mr.  Wabd's  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  WicELiFFK  Eud,  that  he  was  led  to  th« 
conclusion  that  no  such  law  existed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  as  the  resolution  referred  to. 
Abases,  no  doubt,  might  have  happened  nuder 
the  law  which  did  exist,  and  he  thought  it  reij 
probable  they  had.  The  law  in  the  District 
declared,  (and  it  was  in  this  respect  not  differ- 
ent from  the  law  which  was  ia  be  found  in 
every  slave-holding  State,  and  in  some  Stata 
not  si  arc- holding.)  tliat  persons  of  color  fbnsd 
loitering  without  employment,  and  siippoted  to 
be  runaway  slaves,  might  be  apprehended  ifid 
imprisoned.  It  was  under  this  law,  he  pt*- 
fiuroed,  that  the  individual  to  whose  ewe  tlie 
gentleman  from  New  Yorlt  alluded,  had  beta 
taken  up.  He  was  found  within  the  District 
without  any  evidence  of  his  freedom,  and  1* 
was  token  np,  and  imprisoned  till  such  evideao* 
could  be  obtained.  It  was  obt^ed  from  tin 
State  of  Hew  York,  and  he  was  immediaWj 
set  at  liberty.  Such  he  beliefcd  to  have  !*» 
the  sUte  of  the  facts,  and  he  thought  the  stiu^ 
ment  ought  to  bo  made  for  the  informotioD  of  IH 
House.  If  any  amendment  in  the  laws  of  tbu 
District  was  needed,  or  if  any  aboaes  had  li« 
place,  (pointa  be  would  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide,) the  object  aimed  at  by  tlie  gentlemM 
from  New  York  could  as  well  be  attuned  tf 
directing  a  committee  to  revise  those  Iswa,  tf^ 
report  snch  alteratJons  to  this  House  w*^ 
might  deem  expedient  and  proper.  Bat  tbe 
discussion  of  the  snl^ect,  oa  presented  bf  t** 


which  he  did  not  then  desire  to  contribute,  nor 
would  now  provoke.  He  was,  therefore,  not 
disposed  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion :  for,  if  there  had  been  any  oppression  in 
this  District  to  any  individual,  contrary  to  law, 
he,  for  one,  was  willing  that  It  should  bo  ex- 

'  He  would,  therefore,  refrain  from  now  div 
«nasing  the  questions  involved  in  tbe  resolu- 
tion, as  it  seemed  to  him  more  appropriste  to 
'  do  so  when  the  Committee  on  tbe  District  of 
<jolumbia  should  report  on  the  resolution  itself, 
^onld  they  discover  tbe  evil  complained  of  by 
the  gentleman,  or  adopt  all  his  views  as  to  its 
remwy.  Vith  this  feelinc,  he  stud,  ha  would 
not  stop  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  that  part  of 
the  gentleman's  argnment  which  he  presumed 
was  technically  to  be  considered  its  argumenXor 
f{c«  portion ;  nor  could  ho  trespass  on  the  ps^ 
tience  of  the  House  by  indnlaing  in  any  cnti- 
oism  on  the  rhetorical  part  of  his  discourse,  be- 
)  he  presumed  that  all  tbe  poetry  and 


tlvcs  of  twelve  slave-holding  States  and  territo- 
ries in  that  House.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
bo  so  ungrateful  as  to  r^eet  what  might  have 
been  int«uded  as  a  "compliment  of  the  season." 
Bnt  he  trusted  tbe  gentleman  would  pardon 
him  for  assuring  him  that,  whenever  he  was 
desirons  of  gratifying  them  with  the  pathos  of 
a  certain  ballad,  entitled  "  the  sun-stricken 
outcasts  of  Africa,"  he  might  save  himself  some 
trouble,  by  finding  at  his  hands  in  the  Delia 
CruBca  Album  of  some  boarding-school  miss, 
much  prettier  verses  than  these.  But,  sir,  said 
he,  let  this  pass.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof."  Whenever  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  report,  I  may  have  some 
siore  suitable  occasion  afilbrded  me  of  applying 
some  of  the  philanthropic  oratory  of  tha  gen- 
tleman of  New  York  to  the  great  State  he  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  either  as  matter  of  cu- 
rious snecnlation,  or  one  of  practical  utility. 

Mr.  Miner  then  offered  several  resolutions  as 
on  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wabd, 
the  object  of  which  was,  that  tlie  committee 
should  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  gradnal  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District. 
Mr.  M.  said,  that  he  was  induced  to  offer  these 
resohitions  by  way  of  amendment,  not  by  nny 
momentary  excitement  of  feeling,  but  from  a 
dtiiberate  sense  of  duty. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  resolutions 
were  not  admissible  as  on  amendment,  being 
in  themselves  distinct  and  independent  resolu- 
tions, which  had  no  connection  with  that  under 
consideration  by  the  House.  They  would  he 
In  order,  if  offered  as  separate  resolutions,  and 
at  the  proper  time.  Be  ordered  them,  how- 
ever, to  be  read  by  tbe  clerk,  for  tbe  Informa- 
tion of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Bbent  objected  to  their  being  read  at  all, 
unless  read  for  tiie  purpose  of  consideration  by 
tbe  Ilouse.  If  the  consideration  was  out  i^ 
order,  so  mutt  the  reading  be  also. 
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gentleman's  resolntion,  wm  colcnlated  to  rouse 
feelings  and  prodnoe  an  excitement  which  it 
wooli  be  djffionlt  to  repress.  He  deprecated 
Boch  a  state  of  feeling :  lie  had  no  wisn  to  see 
ibt  HiMOiiri  question  brought  back  into  this 
House.  If  the  lavs  needed  amendment,  let 
them  be  amended ;  bnt  let  not  the  Uoose  go  on 
ID  the  nipposition  that  certain  laws  existed 
which  were  nowhere  to  be  found.  With  tiese 
views,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
b7  striking  oat,  after  the  word  "Resolved," 
aiod  inserting,  "  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  OolnmbiBi  be  instrooted  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  in  force 
in  said  District '  upon  the  subject  of  apprehead- 
ing  and  confining  m  Jul  fugitive  slaTas. 

Jii.  DoBSBT  eaid,  there  is  a  law  anthor- 
izing  a  &ee  person  of  color,  arrested  as  A 
nmawa7,  and  as  each  committed,  to  be  sold 
for  his  prison  fees,  imd  the  reward  allowed 
bjr  law  to  thoee  who  arrest  such  persons.  It 
was  the  law  of  Uaryland,  and,  as  such,  was 
adopted  as  the  law  of  the  District,  for  Washing- 
ton county.  Among  the  very  earliest  laws  of 
Uaryland,  when  mannmisaion  of  slaves  was  not 
permitted,  it  was  enacted,  in  I7lC,  that  negroes, 
who  should  be  arrested  as  runaways,  should  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
ooonty;  that  those  who  arrested  such  persons 
should  receive,  as  a  reward  for  so  doing,  the 
mm  of  800  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  that  the 
oonntr  courts  should  dispose  of  those  who 
should  be  arrested,  and  if  free,  if  they  conld 
not  pay  the  reward  and  fees  to  the  Jailer,  then 
they  should  be  sold  into  bondage,  to  dlBcharge 
those  expenses  incidental  to  their  arrest.  In 
1719,  the  power  vested  in  the  oonnty  oonrta 
under  the  act  of  I71G,  was  transferred  to  the 
sherifT.  The  principle  assumed  in  this  act  of 
legislation,  predicated  upon  the  then  existing 
state  of  society,  was,  that  all  persons  of  color 
were  presumed  to  bo  slaves.  In  1791,  the  Leg- 
islAtnre  prescribed  a  rule  of  conduct  for  the 
aheriff,  directing  the  notice  to  he  given  by  the 
sheriff,  of  the  commitment  of  runaways.  Some- 
where about  the  year  178S  or  '6,  the  Legislatnre 
passed  a  law  le^izing  manumission ;  yet  the 
some  principle  of  presumption,  that  all  persons 
of  color  were  slaves  nntil  the  contrary  appear- 
ed, regulated  the  decisions  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  State,  tiU  1810,  when  Judge  Scott  de- 
cided that  he  would  discharge  all  persona 
brought  before  him  as  runaways,  unless  they 
were  proved  to  be  sach.  This  decision,  and 
the  ill-directod  efforts  of  certain  societies,  im- 
pelled by  the  pnrest  motives,  produced  an  ap- 
prehension that  this  kind  of  property  was  very 
inseonre,  and  the  Legislature,  in  1810,  passed  a 
law  in  conformity  to  the  principle  of  presump- 
tion existing  before  then,  against  the  person  of 
color,  and  directing  the  judge  to  commit  unless 
he  ^onld  be  satisned  tnat  the  negro  was  en- 
titled to  his  freedom.  The  prepress  of  emanci- 
pation was  astonishing;  the  State  became 
crowded  with  a  free  block  population,  and  the 
Le^sUtare  varied  its  law,  and  adspted  it  to  the 


altered  condition  of  its  population:  for,  in  1617, 
they  provided  that  if  no  owner  shonld  oltum 
the  negro  committed,  that  then  the  jailer 
should  carry  him  before  a  judge,  who,if  be  was 
not  satisfied  that  he  was  free,  then  be  should 
remand  him  for  a  certain  time;  and  if  not 
clumed  in  that  time,  that  then  the  Judge  should 
order  him  to  be  discharged,  and  his  fees  to  be 
taxed  on  the  county,  thus  displaying  a  com- 
mendable vigiluioe  for  the  slave-hoTdeTj  and 
the  cause  of  humanity,  so  far  as  the  existing 
state  of  society  would  permit ;  and  although  I 
come  from  a  dave-holding  district,  I  can  see  no 
inconvenience   in  referring   this  inqniry  to  a 


Mr.  Woods  sdd,  the  course  proposed  by  the 
resolution  was  usual  and  proper.  When  a 
member  wished  to  turn  the  attention  of  any  of 
the  conunittees  of  the  House  to  any  sn^eot 
which  he  deemed  important,  the  ordinaiy 
course  was  for  him  to  offer  a  resolution  pro- 
posing that  such  a  committee  inquire  into  that 
subject.  This  was  the  mode  every  day  pur- 
sued, and  why  not  take  the  some  course  in  the 
present  case  t  After  the  committee  shall  have 
mode  the  examinatjon,  stated  by  the  resolution, 
they  will  report  what  are  the  facts ;  if  such  a 
law  does  exist,  they  will  say  so ;  and  if  not, 
they  will  say  bo.  We  find  that  different  opin- 
ions exist  about  the  matter  among  the  members 
of  this  House ;  then  let  a  committee  investigate, 
and  tell  us  what  the  truth  is. 

The  resolution  might,  end  probably  would, 
have  passed  without  a  word  of  remark  or  op. 
position ;  but  the  mover  chose  to  accompany  it 
with  some  remarks  which  he  deemed  pertinent 
to  the  subject  This  he  hod  a  perfect  right  to 
do,  and  it  was  not  censurable :  but  the  House 
had  been  told  that  the  remarks  were  of  an  in- 
flammatory character.  For  himself,  he  could 
not  think  so.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
approached  a  magazine  with  a  lighted  candle, 
it  certwoly  became  him  to  look  to  his  steps, 
and  to  tread  with  caution :  but  if  other  gentle- 
men, those  who  wore  nearest  to  the  magazine, 
and  who  stood  round  it,  to  guard  it,  shonld 
themselves  elicit  sparks,  who  hod  they  to  blame 
if  an  explosion  should  happen!  He  could  see 
nothing  improper  in  the  resolution,  or  in  the 
remarks  wnich  hod  accompanied  it,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said,  that,  if  he  correctly  under- 
stood the  resolution  which  hod  been  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  he  was  in  favor 
of  that  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr,  WicKLi*PK.]     ■ 

Ur.  WicKLiFFK  here  Interposed,  and  aaid, 
that  he  might,  possibly,  save  the  gentiemon 
from  Ohio  some  trouble  by  informing  him,  that 
he  was  willing  now  to  withdraw  the  amendment.. 

lit.  WmoHT  then  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted  by  the  House, 
All  it  proposed  was,  to  inquire  whether  a  law 
did  or  did  not  exist,  within  the  District  of  Oo- 
Inmbia,  by  which  on  officer  was  empowered  to 
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apprebend  (not  a  alare,  bnt)  &  free  man ;  and, 
if  BQch  k  Uw  Rctnally  do«a  »<at,  vfacther  it 
ought  not  to  be  amended.  Wonld  anj  gentle- 
nuui  Mj  that  this  wai  not  a  aobjeot  of  deep  in- 
teraett  Of  interest,  not  onlr  to  the  Distriot, 
bat  to  the  whole  Union?  He  believed  there 
was  not  a  gentleman  en  tbat  floor  who  wonld 
denj  this:  Bud,  If  ro,  wbf  should  not  the 
Eonae  proceed  in  the  inqniir  f  Thej  had  been 
told  that  the  inqnlrr  was  of  an  irritatiDg  obar- 
soter,  and  oalonlated  to  excite  bbxtj  disanRon. 
But  whf  shcHild  this  be  bo  ?  what  was  there 
In  this  nit^eot  to  prodnoe  to  mneb  excitement! 
If  some  genUemen  ohoae  to  loab  tbemselvet 
49to  excitement  with  regard  to  it,  waa  that  a 
reaaonwhrthe  House  ^oold  not  proceed  in 
■o  reasonable  and  proper  an  Inqoirr  f  Eaa  not 
the  UoQse  a  periect  right  to  inquire  into  the 
anl^ect,  and  to  legiBlate  npon  It  I  It  became 
them  to  inquire  and  to  act.  The  excitement 
abont  which  gentlemen  talked,  waa  no  reason 
why  inqairy  waa  to  be  arrested.  It  was  the 
daty  of  the  Honse  to  proceed  in  its  duty  with 
calmness,  and  not  to  be  pTevented  from  per- 
forming it  by  the  excited  feelings  of  any.  The 
obserratjoos  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  boN)  characterized  as  inflammatory ;  for  his 
own  part  he  felt  no  such  offMi  from  them :  he 
eonld  not  perceive  what  there  was  in  them  to 
inflame  any  body :  they  were  sneh  as  naturally 

Cw  out  of  the  snbject  of  the  resolntion.  He 
led  the  oomntittee  wonld  be  direiet«d  to 
make  the  inonirj ;  and,  if  the  evil  complained 
of  did  exist,  ne  hoped  tiiey  wonld  point  it  ont, 
together  with  its  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  PowxLL  (from  the  Ocnnmittee  on  the 
District  of  Colnmbia)  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
aee  how  any  excitement  conld  grow  ont  of  the 
resoluti<Hi,  in  its  present  ahi^:  there  was 
Borelj  no  necessity  for  any_  warmth  of  fueling, 
or  any  protracted  disoossion.  For  his  own 
part,  he  believed  there  was  no  direct  owod- 
tion  to  the  resolution.  He  had  oothewfany 
gentleman  attempt  to  maintain  that  the  rescdn- 
tton  on^t  not  to  pasa ;  nor  did  ha  think  there 
waa  a  dnola  person  who  was  of  that  opiidon. 
For  binuelf,  as  a  member  of  the  Oonunittee  on 
the  District  of  Colnmbia,  he  ehonld  rote  for 
the  resolution ;  and,  if  it  passed,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give  his  earnest  attention  to  the  duty 
It  et^oinod. 

Ur.  Bszirr  said  he  waa  sorry  he  was  not  of 
the  same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  taken  hie  seat  Bnt  be  could  not,  and 
wonld  not,  vote  for  the  reaotntion  as  it  now 
stood.  It  was  calculated  only  to  excite  angry 
debate  and  irritated  feelmgs.  Even  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  who  proKesed  to  see  nothing 
of  this  kind  in  it,  bad  himself  exhibited  signs 
of  that  very  feeling.  If  the  gentleman  who 
had'  introdaced  the  resolution,  would  consent 
•o  to  modify  it  as  to  omit  the  words  "  being  a 
dtizen  of  any  of  the  States,"  be  wonld  then 
vota  for  It;  because  he  ehonld  consider  the 
most  o^aotionable  part  of  it  as  removed. 

Kr.  wun  ezpreased  hia  wilUngaeat  to  ao- 


eept  of  such  a  modiScatJon ;  and  the  raaotntioa 
was  modified  accordin^y. 

Hr.  HoDmrn  said  he  was  sorrr  the  genfle- 
man  from  New  T<H'k  had  accepted  the  modtS- 
cation.  Be  thonght  the  resolntion.  aa  H  now 
stood,  decidedly  more  exceptionable  than  it 
could  be  regarded  as  it  was  origtnallT  present- 
ed. Be  was  perfectly  willing,  for  his  own  part, 
to  extend  to  the  citizens  ot  ul  the  States,  what- 
ever might  be  their  oolor.  any  and  ererr  priv- 
ilege to  which  such  citicens  ar«  entitled. 
Whether  any  psrticnlar  description  of  persona 
are  "  citizens  of  the  United  St^es,"  mi^t  be  a 
question ;  but,  when  the  Bepreaentattve  of  a 
State  alleges  on  this  floor,  that  the  liberU-  of  a 
citizen  of  that  State  has  been  vitdated  by  the 
laws  of  a  district  over  which  Googrees  holds 
exclusive  Jorisdictioii,  ft  te  the  undonbted  and 
sacred  right  of  the  person  so  claiming  to  be  a 
citizen,  to  be  heard  throng  hia  Representative. 
The  proposed  inqnlrr  onj^t,  therefore,  to  be 
instituted  upon  principles  ot  the  noet  obTiooa 
instice ;  for  h«  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derwood, that  while  be  shonld  vindical*,  with 
firmness,  all  tne  rights  which  he  represented, 
whenever  or  however  they  might  be  assailed, 
he  was  for  according  to  every  other  member, 
in  its  fullest  eiten^  the  same  constitntiwial 
privilege.  For  his  own  part,  he  viewed  this  as 
a  question  not  at  all  calculated  to  exdt«  the 
sensibility  of  the  Representatives  tram  the 
slave-holding  States.  They  cert^nly  do  not 
claim,  by  any  special  prerogative,  to  be  the  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  wherever  it  may  exist.  On 
the  contrary,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  laws  at 
tiie  District  of  Columbia  have  been  made  tlie 
instrument  of  oppression,  committed  on  a  per- 
son claiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  New  York— ^ud 
he  was  fr«e  to  declare  his  impression  that  each 
State  had  a  right  to  determine  for  itself  who 
should  enjoy  that  privilege — then  has  an  ont- 
rage  been  committed  which  the  Repreaenta- 
tives  from  the  South  and  North  are  eqn^y 
bonnd  to  discountenance;  and  if  we  would 
avtdd  the  imputation  of  giving  our  sanction  to 
the  obnoxtons  proceeding,  the  law,  by  which  it 
was  aoOHMlzed,  should  be  promptly  repealed. 
Without  anticipating  any  ultimate  qneatibns  to 
which  the  inquiry  might  lead,  he  would  vaa- 
olnde  with  the  remark  that.  If  any  privflege  of 
a  citizen  of  New  York  has  been  violated  through 
the  laws  or  tribunals  of  this  District,  this  body 
is  bound,  by  every  principle  of  policy,  Josdc^ 
and  humanity,  to  afford  its  protection,  and  f- 
ply  the  necessary  remedy. 

Ur.  Bsairr  said  he  was  sorry  to  differ  fiun 
the  sentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina;  ha  waa 
equally  anxious  with  Uiat  gwtleman  to  sea  the 
snbject  fiilly  investiij^ted.  BnL  in  ordu-  to 
avoid  that  part  of  the  sul^eet  wblt^  was  caltn- 
Lited  to  prodnoe  irritation,  he  had  suggested 
tie  amendment  The  mover  had  saldTin  the 
roeech  vrith  which  he  accompanied  hia  reado* 
tion,  that  a  certain  colored  fte»  man  had  lees 
impriaoned,  and  afterwsrda  sold  to  pay  hia 
prison  fees.    Hr.  B.  wiahed  to  Bmlt  tha  tn- 
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qtdrjr  to  tlua  point  alone,  and  not  to  Hi 
oominittee  to  decide  whether  a  free  maa  of 
color  wu  "a  dtiien  of  the  United  Btate*," 
That  was  tlie  qneation  he  aimed  to  BToLd :  be- 
eaiiM  he  knew  it  would  inevitably  prodooe 
much  excitement  in  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 

lii.  Hnm  aaid  he  roae  eapecUlly  to  r^j  to 
a  remark  made  by  MV«ral  gentlemen,  aeemiiig 
to  implf  that  thia  matter  ougbt  not  to  be  dis- 
eoBHO,  beeanw  it  created  *o  mocli  excitement 
and  irritation.  Siuh,  eertainly,  was  the  ^^ 
and  Ur.  H.  regratted  that  it  was  lo.  The 
whole  interesta  of  the  Diatrict  are  oonfided  to 
our  exoluaire  jorlidiction.  No  power  bat  that 
of  the  GeoenJ  Oovemment  oould  operate. 
SlaTBTj  eziated  within  the  District,  and  the 
•otyeot  most  be  r^nlated  by  Congress.  It  waa 
not  onlj  our  right  bnt  oar  daty.  It  was  ini- 
poarible  to  do  this  iotell^gentlj  witboat  inqairr 
and  tM»  disooi^on.  This  was  £Blt  to  bo  a  sab- 
it  of  delioacy ;  no  one  felt  this  more  sensiblr 
r,  K.  aaid)  than  himsell  It  ia  alw«7a  pain- 
nl  to  exdto  unpleasant  feelings;  anch  was 
never  his  wiah ;  and  it  waa  matter  of  ngret 


^.> 


flooh  was  erer  the  oooaeqaeooe.  In  his  opin- 
ion, eveiT  saUeet  that  it  was  onr  duty  to  regu- 
late and  legisuU  npoii,  oogbt  to  be  oonMdered 
proper  toHintrodDoedhere,andfiKel7disoasB- 
ed,  witbont  asdting  pain  or  pasmon.  Wa  have 
the  aame  abaolnte  control  over  this  sat)jeot  here 
that  the  States  have  within  the  limits  of  their 
reapeotive  sovereignties,  and  it  was  eqoallj  our 
da^  to  exercise  iL  It  was  in  Caot  the  case, 
that,  owing  to  the  painfol  excitement  growing 
ont  of  aoj  motion  on  the  snbjeot  of  slavery 
hei«,  it  had  bew  ntterly  neglected.  Oentlemen 
from  nwther  section  of  the  Union  liked  to  take 
aoj  atop  in  relation  to  it:  the  oonseqnenoe 
was,  tiiat  there  had  been  no  amelioration  of  the 
laws  growing  ont  of  the  system  of  slavery  here, 
for  the  tlurty  yean  the  I^d^rict  had  been  under 
the  jorisdiouoQ  of  the  General  Government. 
In  other  States,  Im]ffoveiaents  had  been  made : 
their  codes  had  beem  meliorated :  here,  from  the 
eanae  alluded  to,  they  had  been  entirely  neglect- 
ed, and  all  the  oormptions  flowing  out  of  that 
neglect,  and  the  cupidity  of  thoee  who  looked 
Miiy  to  their  private  interest,  were  aeverely 
felt.  From  a  p^ier  in  his  hand,  which  be 
stated  to  be  official,  Us,  M.  read  an  account  of 
the  perwws  imprisoned  in  the  Jail,  as  follows : 

Bnnaway  negroes  committal  to  the  Jail  of  Waih- 


For  sab^keepiog,  by  thrir  masten,  from  Ds- 
eember  1st,  IBSS,  to  November  SOth,  18S4,        SI 

Runaway  n^roes  committed  from  December 
lst,18a4,toyovemberS0tb,lB8S,  •        fiS 

For  safe-keepiag,  by  tiieir   maatera,  from  De- 
cember 1st,  1S84,  to  November  SOth,  IBSfi,     1!4 
Fifteen  of  the  above,  that  were  comndtted  ai  run- 

awavs,  proved  to  be  free ;  and  one  of  tfamn  sold  for 

Ua  Jail  IbM  and  other  eipeuseik 


White  and  black  crimiuaU :  the  fotlowieg  dud- 
ber  committed  for  offences,  from  Deoember 
1st,  182S,  to  Kovember  Both,  ISM,         -        lU 

And  about  the  same  number  for  the  year  fbl- 

[Ogned  by  the  JsOer.] 
Of  the  ^h^-one,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-fonr,  in  Jail  for  safe  keeping,  he  ob- 
served, that  he  understood  they  were  placed 
there  for  sale:  that  the  Federal  prisons,  and 
their  keepers,  wore  extensively  need  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  domestio  slave 
trade.  I  presume  that  gentlemen  have  no ' 
proper  idea  of  the  situation  of  this  matter;  if 
they  had,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  sentiment 
must  be  general,  that  L^slative  interference 
is  proper.  Last  Winter,  said  Ur.  IL,  I  went 
through  the  cells  of  the  prison,  and  I  will  men- 
tion an  instance  of  its  occupation  that  was  pre- 
sented to  me.  There  was  a  woman  in  a  oell, 
with  three  children,  one  an  Infant,  all  for  sale, 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  she  wa«  the 
wife  of  a  free  man,  who  had  had  by  her  nine  chil- 
dren. Aa  they  {jrew  to  an  age  to  ba  profitable 
in  market,  the  children  were  sold ;  now  the  wo- 
man had  arrived  atatimeof  life  to  be  no  longer 
valuable  as  a  breeder,  she  and  her  children 
were  separated  from  her  husband,  and  sent  to 
your  prison  for  sale :  your  officer  who  keeps  it, 
being  employed  as  the  agent  Another  in- 
stance was  stated  to  him  veeterday,  in  a  w^ 
that  seemed  entitled  to  credit :  that  a  free  col- 
ored man  was  taken  np  under  the  law  and  im< 


miserable  a  situation  that  his  legs  were 
BO  frozen  that,  when  liberated,  he  had  to  walk 
ou  hb  kneea,  being  a  cripple  for  life.  He  men- 
tioned these  eircnmstancea  to  show  that  evils 
existed  of  a  nature  and  to  an  extent  which  gen- 
tlemen were  not  probably  apprised  o^  and 
which  he  was  sure  ^ley  would  not  approve. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  Ur.  U.  said,  that  there 
were  places  in  the  District,  by  some  called  Pens, 
where  the  slave  dealers  gather  together  gangs 
of  staves,  and  th^  fasten  thcra  by  a  Iodk  cbun, 
running  oetween  the  pairs,  and  to  this  they  ore 
handcnffed,  right  and  left,  and  so  driven  o% 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty,  in  a  drove.  The  num- 
ber paawng  the  bridge  in  a  year,  was  said  to 
have  amonnted  to  hundreds.  It  was,  in  truth, 
that,  owing  to  the  total  neglect  of  thia 


marters  of  tho  domestic  slave  trade.  And, 
tnat  the  Honse  might  see  the  impreaaion  ita 
enormities  had  made  upon  others,  he  read  % 
resolution  offered  by  Ur,  Bandolph,  in  Uarob, 
1616. 

"  On  motion  of  Hr.  Randolpb, 
"  Rfelttd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ta 
inqolre  Into  the  eiirtenee  of  an  tnhmnan  and  iilsf^ 
traffle  In  slavee  carried  on  ta  and  tbroogh  the  Di» 
trict  of  Cotombia;  and  to  report  whcthat  any,  and 
what,m  .        — .- 
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rIL] 


ABBIDGMBNT  OF  THE 

.Pt<M  Jftgrom  m  du  Dulnet  of  Qoltai^a. 


A  feir  dajs  after,  the  aonunHtee  bad  Jesve  to 
Bend  for  persons  and  papere.  DepositioDS  wer 
afterwards  lud  upon  the  table,  taken  by  tb 
committee,  bnt  he  had  searched  in  the  clerk' 
office  for  them  without  effect.  All  wonld  ff 
to  show  that  the  whole  subject  of  Blavery  with 
in  the  District  needed  onr  interference,  and 
ought  to  be  discussed  with  freedom  and  good 
temper.  In  relation  ta  the  partionlar  resolu' 
tion  of  the  honorable  eentleman  from  Kew 
York,  (Mr.  Waed,)  Mr.  M.  thought  it  properly 
drawn,  a  fit  snbject  for  inqnirj,  and  more  es- 
peoiallj  so,  as,  from  the  paper  he  (Mr.  U.)  bod 
read,  it  appeared  that,  of  fiftj-eigbt  committed 
as  mnaways,  fifteen  had  proved  themselves 
free,  and  one  been  sold  for  his  jidi  fees.  In- 
justice oertunlj  resulted  from  the  law  as  ft 
stands,  and  he  thought  it  right  the  committee 
should  inquire  Into  the  subject. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  expressed  much  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  '  ' 
Indulged  himself  in  bringing  forward  the 
rative  he  had  just  submitted  to  the  House :  be- 
cause it  might  lead,  elsewhere,  to  the  idea  that 
some  ulterior  measure  was  intended :  that  the 
gentlemauwas  moving  this  House  to  taken 
urea  to  prevent  the  internal  trade  in  slaves 
within  the  United  Btates.  Such  an  idea  was 
well  calcnlated  to  produce  excitement  and 
alarm  in  the  slave-holding  States.  He,  there- 
fore, suggested  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion, making  it  generally  propose  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  existing  laws. 
There  was,  he  said,  no  need  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  whether  such  a  law  existed :  He  wonld 
read  to  the  House  the  law  referred  to.  (Here 
Ur.  D.  read  the  law.)  He  liad  no  donbt  that 
every  gentleman  would  cheorfnlly  consent  that 
this  law  onght  to  be  modified ;  and  if  such  was 
the  object,  it  might  be  arrived  at  by  a  better 
node  than  the  resolution  proposed.  The  indi- 
cations of  excitement  were  already  perceptible 
In  the  House— and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
remarks  and  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  not  been  calculated  to  allay  it. 

Ur.  Bbadlbt  could  not  bnt  consider  the 


not  nowput  tothemto  say  whether  the  laws  of 
the  District^  on  the  subject,  originally  passed 
by  Maryland,  ought  to  be  altered  into  conform- 
ity with  the  present  laws  of  that  State;  it  was 
not  even  this ;  but  simply,  whether  a  com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
■neb  alteration.  It  would  be  recollected,  too, 
that  the  committee  by  whom  the  inquiry  was 
proposed  to  be  made,  was  one  appointed 
specially  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
District.  Ur.  B.  said  he  believed  it  was  not 
nsnal  to  enter  into  such  extended  debate  on 
mere  resolutions  of  inquiry ;  and  he  saw  no 
occasion  for  it  in  this  instance.  Ho  hoped  the 
resolntion  wonld  past  without  further  amend- 
ment, more  especially  as  no  gentleman  woiUd 
be  committed  by  the  Tote  oa  to  any  ulterior 
proceedings. 


[DUKMBR,  I8S(L 

Ur.  DoBBBT  said,  as  he  had  been  reqnested 
to  withdraw  his  amendment,  he  would  consent 
todoeo. 

Mr.  FoBsrra  was  not  disposed  to  object  to 
an  inquiry ;  yet,  he  must  think  that  the  form 
in  which  the  resolution  was  presented,  and  the 
remarks  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  were 
calcnlated  to  produce  escitemenL  Beveral 
gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  Honse  thia 
morning,  appeared  to  be  of  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  irritation  on  this  subject,  ia 
whatever  form  presented :  a  sinale  moment's 
reflection  would  i>e  sufficient  to  uBow  that  this 
was  a  very  great  mistake.  On  this  Bnbjec^ 
Mr.  F.  said,  there  is  in  the  United  States  a 
radical  difference  of  opinion.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  others,  claim,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  that  black  persons,  held  to  be  cituena 
of  the  United  Btates,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
should  enjoy  in  every  other  Btate  the  eame 
privilege.  The  whole  of  the  Southern  del^a- 
tion  deny  this  claim.  We  hold  (said  he)  that 
we  have  the  right  to  exclude  free  people  of 
color,  to  ^ect  them,  and  to  limit  their  privilem, 
when  we  admit  them  to  reside  among  us.  We 
know  that  there  has  been  a  conuderabla  dis- 
cussion on  this  bead,  arising  from  one  of  tbe 
States  exdnding  sailors  of  a  foreign  country 
(admisinble  under  treaty  stipulations)  under  its 
general  law  concerning  persons  of  color,  aod 
confining  such  persons  in  prison  when  this  law 
has  been  contravened  by  uiem.  On  a  question 
like  this,  intimately  connected  with  the  safety 
of  a  large  portion  of  tliis  country,  diseussioa 
mast  necessarily  produce  excitement;  es^edal- 
ly  when  the  case  of  Gilbert  Horton,  with  all 
its  attendant  circumstances,  bad  been  brouf^t 
into  view.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  diq>owd 
to  be  excited,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
proper  inquiry  on  this  snbject  But,  when  ttie 
gentleman  told  the  House  that  the  oonstitntioiL 
gave  protection  to  this  individual :  that  the  cod- 
Btitntion  gives  to  the  States,  respectively,  the 
power  of  regulating  the  snlgect ;  he  afforded 
the  strongest  argument  against  his  own  propo- 
sition :  because,  if  he  was  right  in  this  posi- 
tion, there  was  no  sort  of  occasion  for  the  in- 
quiry which  he  proposed.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  enter  into  the  question.  Is 
it  expedient  that  the  laws  of  this  District  shall 
bo  altered,  or  is  it  not!  But  the  ^ntlemon 
had  no  right  to  institnte  this  inquiry  at  the 
moment  of  fulminating  accusations  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  against  which  the  Judi- 
ciary would  afford  sufficient  protectiwi.  If 
the  genlJeman  admitted  that  the  laws  of  the 
District  on  this  subject  were  constitutional,  Mr. 
F.  was  perfectly  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  them,  and  he  hoped  the 
committee  would  report  snch  alterations  in 
them  as  the  state  oi  society  might  josti^  or 
require. 

Mr.  FutTD  sdd  he  did  not  metm,  althoogh 
he  had  some  objection  to  tlie  shi^  of  ue 
resolution,  and  the  mode  of  its  presentatirai,  to 
oppose  its  passage.    He  was  sorry  that  tha 
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milgect  hod  prodnced  so  much  conTerMtion. 
It  most  be  cqnall?  interesting  to  gentlemea 
from  everj  Btate,  that  ft«emeii,  of  whatever 
color,  wroQgfiillj  imprisoned,  ahoiild  be  Mt  at 
libert7.  Is  there  a  law  in  operation  within 
tliis  Distriot  which  authorizes  the  impriMnnient 
of  enoh  t  If  so,  everj  one  wonld  iw>'ee  that  it 
ooght  to  be  repealed.  Hr.  F.  eatd  he  would 
step  forward  to  guard  the  rights  of  sncE  a  man 
as  soon  as  anj  other :  he  hoped  it  was  not  the 
pecnliy  ddtj  of  aaj  one  to  take  this  charge 
upon  his  philanthropy.  If  a  man,  imprisoQed 
within  this  District,  had  bis  feet  fh>st-hitten, 
it  wes  his  misfortiine :  the  oonrta  would,  doubt- 
less, regulate  the  conduct  of  their  jail-keepers. 
But  the  Uonae  ought  not  to  be  too  moch  affect- 
ed hj  this  case :  for,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  had,  in  his 
time,  known  a  white  man,  once  inflnentiol  ond 
respected,  fruet-bitten  daring  imprisonment/or 
ddt:  and  he  perBonally  knew,  during  his  ob- 
Mrvation  of  the  practice  of  the  hospital  in 
I^iladelphia,  in  his  yotmger  dajs,  that  uie  root 
of  the  diseoges  of  four-fifths  of  all  the  persona 
irho  went  into  that  asjlnm  was  povert; — mis- 
fortune. Poverty,  in  anj  country,  is  attended 
hy  man  J  ilia ;  and  not  bf  more  here  tlian  else- 
where. And  as  lo  all  that  staff  abont  ap- 
proaohtng  a  magazine  with  a  candle — whore  is 
tfae  magazine  t  There  is  none  that  I  know  of. 
Mr.  F,  made  a  few  farther  obsei-vations,  ex- 
preBsire  of  his  readiness,  which  he  believed 
vaa  common  to  all,  to  protect  and  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  every  doss  of  people  in  the 
District  of  Oolnrabia,  from  the  major  to  the 
most  hnroble  individnal.  All  he  desired  was, 
that  it  should  he  done  in  n  waj  not  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  some  States,  under  the  plea 
of  protecting  the  rights  of  other  States. 

Mr.  MABTisiDt-LE  then  moVed  to  add  to  the 
resolution  the  following  amendment : 

"  Aad  be  instructed  to  report  to  thla  House  an 
abstract  of  all  laws  in  force  ia  the  District  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  ia  snjwige  BBcctJng  the  liberty  of  tho  per- 
son ;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  portions  of  aaid 
laws  have  been  repeaied  or  modified  bj  the  Legia- 
ktnrei  of  the  Ststes  of  Hu-jUnd  or  Vir^ia." 

Which  motion  he  accompanied  with  a  few 
remarks  of  eiplBuation. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  hj  ill.  Powbli, 
who  thought  it  imposed  an  nnneceasary  labor 
on  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  questioa  being  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

The  qnestion  was  then  token  on  the  original 
reoolntion  of  Mr,  WIbd,  and  carried  by  a  large 
mjyoritj.  

TmrBBDiT,  December  26. 
Itthmvi  of  Panama. 
Ifr.  Bekd  moved  the  following ; 
Reaolvid,  That  the  Committee  en  TfwrtX  AfTiurs  be 
inEtmcted  to  inquire  into  the  cipediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  line  of  comTauDication  from  some  port  or 
pBMin  the  United  Stale*,  across  the  Intbmus  of 
Panama,   to  some  port  or  ports  on  the   Pad&o 

Mr.  Keu>  uiA^  that  it  wonld  be  remembered 


that  the  anbject  to  which  he  was  now  desirous 
to  celi  the  attention  of  the  House,  had  been 
presented  for  their  consideration  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  last  year, 
which  accompanied  the  President's  Message, 
I  did,  (said  he,}  during  the  last  session,  ofier  a 
resolution,  which  passed  tliis  Ilonse,  of  similar 
import  with  the  one  now  nnder  coomderation. 
The  Committee  on  NaTOl  Affaire  did  not  find 
time  to  report  npon  the  subject  during  the  last 

As  that  resolution  was  misunderstood  by 
some,  preeoming  a  canal  or  railway  was  con- 
templated, I  deem  it  expedient  to  offer  a  few 
words  in  explaoatioa  of  my  views  upon  tha 
sn^ect. 

We  have  a  considerable  naval  force  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  That  force  will  not  be  dimin- 
ished, bnt  may  be  increased,  so  long  as  wa 
may  have  a  navy,  and  for«i|:n  commerce.  How 
important  is  it  to  oommnnicate  instructions  to, 
ai^d  receive  despatches  from,  our  sqnadron 
there.  Look  at  their  sitoation — the  vast  extent 
of  country  they  viut,  the  different  nations  they 
visit  bordering  upon  ihat  extended  coast,  sdV 
jectto  changes,  and  perhaps  revolutions.  Look, 
also,  to  the  islands  with  whom  we  have  inter- 
course, inhabited  by  savages.  "So  portion  of 
our  nav7  needs  instmction  so  mach  or  so  often, 
and  yet  we  cannot  give  and  receive  informa- 
tion from  that  squadron  in  less  time  than  eight 
months.  By  the  contemplated  route,  infornm- 
tiOQ  may  M  carried  from  one  of  our  porta, 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  Lima,  and 
receive  ait  answer,  in  about  three  months,  Icsd 
than  half  the  time  required  in  the  circnit«na 
route  around  Cape  Ilom,  saving  a  voyage  of 
more  than  ten  tliousand  miles.  It  would  ^ord 
means  of  sending  and  receiving  despatches  from 
our  Ministers  and  Agents  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can Republics.  It  would  afford  great  facilities 
to  our  commerce  in  that  ocean — commerce 
already  considerable,  and  which  is  increasing, 
and  will  continne  to  increase.  Our  commcre^ 
and  the  various  interests  inseparably  connected 
with  it,  require  all  the  facilities  which  the 
Qovemment  can  afford.     It  would  afford  im-' 

Eortant  advantages  to  our  whale  flshery.  We 
ave  in  that  ocean  a  hnndred  whale  ships,  the 
greater  part  from  my  own  neighborhood  and  dis- 
trict. These  ships  have  two  thousand  men  on 
board,  and  their  voyages  continue  for  threa 
years.  I  acknowledge  it  would  he  gratifying 
and  nsefnl  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  these 
men  to  advise  their  friends  and  those  interested, 
of  their  success  or  misfortune.  It  would  afford 
to  all  who  might  be  situated  in  that  distant 
ocean,  on  opportunity  to  send  to,  and  receive 
letters  from,  their  friends. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  proposed  cum- 
mnnication  is  highly  important  in  every  rela- 
tion. I  hope  its  importance,  eepecioUy  as  the 
expense  of  carrying  it  into  effect  ia  very  in- 
considerable, may  receive  the  early  attention 
of  the  committee. 
The  resolntion  was  then  agrettd  to. 


,y  Google 


ABRIDOHSNT  OF  ^THB 


H.»Jt.] 


Soad*  in  the  Territory  ^  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Hr,  Wins,  Del^[ate  from 
Uiohigaii,  the'  House  went  ioto  CommittM  of 
the  Whole,  ICr,  Cokdiot  in  the  ciiair,  on  the 
hill  to  "anthorize  the  Ujiug  out  And  opening 
oertain  roads  in  the  Temtoi?  of  Michigan." 

The  several  blanki  io  the  bill  were  filled,  one 
with  1,600  dollars,  for  surveys,  and  two  others 
with  13,000  and  20,000  dolluv,  for  opening  the 
several  roads  mentioned  in  the  bilL 

Vx.  Yahok  expluned  the  situation  of  the 
roads  referred  to,  and  their  aspect  on  the  mili- 
tary defence  of  that  territory ;  that  troia  De- 
troit  to  the  river  6t.  Clair,  bein^  intended  for 
the  porpose  of  throwing  troops,  in  time  of  war, 
Into  the  Upper  I^ake  oonntry,  shonld  the  Brit- 
ish fortify  am  hold  the  water  oommonioation ; 
that  fhim  Detroit  to  the  Saganaw  B17,  tod  into 
the  heart  of  the  Chippewa  conntry;  that  fhim 
the  same  place  to  Chicago,  into  the  heart  td  the 
eonntry  of  the  Fattowatande  and  ITiami  In- 
dians. Both  these  wootd  give  ftocev  to  the 
enemy  tn  ease  of  an  Indian  war. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Fbidat,  Deceipber  29. 

Internal  Improvement. 

lit.  RtTBB  moved  the  following  resolation : 

JiewlMi^  That  tiie  Committee  of  Ways  «nd  Hesna 

b«  itutmoted  to  Inquire  into  the  enw^ncy  of  dit- 

«ontindng  the  uuiual  appropriation  heretarore  nude 


ecntive,  aiid  of  subaUtating  thcrpfbr,  dislinct  and 
qMclfio  sppropriatioiu  for  sucvej^ing  such  routes 
odIj  m  ihill  be  authoriied  by  Coagresa. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Ur.  Bivn  said,  that,  in  presenting  the  reao- 
Intion  Jnst  read,  it  might  oe  proper  for  him 
briefly  to  state  the  general  reas<ms  which  led 
him  to  believe  that  the  inquiry  proposed  by 
it  was  such  a  one  as  was  fit  to  be  entertained 
liy  this  House.  It  would  be  recollected  that, 
during  the  first  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
gress, after  a  protracted  and  elaborate  discns- 
rion  of  the  ^Mtrut  consdtational  qneaUon,  a 
law  waa  passed,  authorizing  the  President  to 
etose  sorveys  to  be  made  ot  such  rootes  for 
roads  and  canals  as  "  he  mi^t  deem  to  be  of 
national  importance,"  and  malting  an  appro- 
priation of  S0,000  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  objects  of  that  act  fiito  efibct. 
I>nriiig  the  secoiia  session  of  the  same  Congress, 
an  appropriatjon  was  introdnoed  into  the  Qeu- 
eral  Military  Appropriation  Bill,  of  another 
pan  of  28,000  dollars,  for  "making  enrveys, 
and  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  Board  of 
£npneers,  m  relation  to  Internal  Improve- 
ments \"  and  a  similar  appropnatioa  was  aman 
Inserted  in  the  Uilitary  Appropriation  Bill  of 
last  year,  of  S0,000  dollars,  for  "  defraying  the 
ezpensGS  incidental  to  examinations  and  snr- 
veys,  preparatory  to,  and  in  aid  o^  the  ibnna- 


oS  Congress,  that  tbqr  an  rilent  aa  to  the 
anth<nity  by  whfcb  the  saUeets  tat  thve  ear* 
veys  were  to  be  ded^iated;  bat  tbey  were, 


[irobably,  inteitded  at  the  time,  and  have  beto 
Knee  aiabtA  npon  by  the  EzeonUve,  as  ooDtinn- 
ing  in  the  PresideDt  tbe  same  discretioaary 
BuUimity  which  was  originally  vested  in  him 
by  the  act  of  1B34.  It  has  so  h^ipened,  that 
the  propriety  of  transferring  to  tiie  Eupntive 
Department  lliis  large  discretionary  power 
over  the  public  money,  has  never  ree^ved  the 
separate  connderation,  or  ezpKoit  sancticai  cf 
this  HoQse.  In  16H  it  was  merged  in  tba 
oonstitDtioDal  qneation  respeeting  tbe  power  of 
Oongress  to  aet  npon  tbe  nit||ect  of  internal 
inniroTeinenta,  which  waa  the  eola  groond  of 
debate  on  that  oooarion ;  andinlSSe  aod  182(L 
tma  the  position  it  oocnpied  m  the  Geoeru 
UUitary  Appropriation  Kit,  it  waa  orershadow- 
ed  and  lost  signt  of  amid  tbe  varied  of  other 
objects  with  which  it  was  surrounded.  I  can* 
not  help  bdieving,  sud  Ur.  R.,  that,  when  tlua 
subject  shall  engage  the  serious  deliberation  of 
this  Eonse,  it  will  be  fonnd  that  we  have  fallen 
into  a  gross  departure  from  the  true  genins  nt 
our  Government  and  the  soand  maxims  of  r»- 
pabUcan  policy.  The  control  of  the  paUie 
money,  koA  the  dedgn^lon  of  the  ol^ecta 
upon  which  it  shonld  be  expended,  ore  among 
the  bluest  trusts  oonflded  to  the  lwslaliv« 
anthonty  ot  the  Union;  and,  to  assign  the 
performance  of  these  Unrts  to  any  other  hands 
than  our  own.  Is  an  nnwarrantable  and  dan- 
gerous delegation  of  our  powers.  This  ddega- 
tion,  in  the  present  instance,  is  the  leas  excns- 
able,  becaose  the  dnty  we  assign  to  the  Pred- 
dent,  is  one  to  which  we  are  entirely  oom- 

Ktent  ourselves.  It  is  admitted  by  all  tba 
ends  of  internal  improvementa,  under  the 
ao^ices  of  the  General  Government,  that,  in 
their  legitimate  scope,  they  are  confined  ex- 
clusively to  objects  of  a  pervading  iiaManal 
eharaeter.  These  otyeots  cannot  be  very  nn- 
merone,  and,  if  tliey  were  so,  sorelv  we  who 
come  firom  the  various  divisions  of  the  Ccmfed- 
eracy,  and  are  premmed  to  be  aoqn^ted  with 
tbe  matnal  conneetion  and  dwendenoe  of  tbe 
several  parte,  are  as  wdl  qoalifled  to  deter- 
mine what  olijecta  are  of  senerat  intereit  to  tba 
whole,  as  any  individnal,  however  derated  his 
station,  or  justly  entitled  to  re^kect  bis  opiniooa 
ma^  be.  Amtmg  the  many  salntary  oonnsds 
debvered  by  onr  great  pditteal  r^tonnw,  (I  d- 
Inde,  said  Ur.  B.,  to  Hr.  J^brscm,)  there  was 
none  more  eanieetly  and  freqsaitly  incvloated 
hy  him  than  that  of  "  appropriating  spedfie 
— 1  for  eve^v  specific  pQipoee  sasoqmDle  nt 
lition."  The  objects  embraced  in  a  notwiMi 
system  of  internal  improvement,  are  snrdy  ca> 
pable  of  being  defined;  and  I  trust  we  shaU 
avail  ourselves  <d  the  occasion,  now  presen%d 
by  the  recnrrenoe  of  our  annual  (qtpropriatioDS, 
to  return  to  aonnd  prindples  from  which  ve 
have  inoomiderately  gone  astray.     There  i% 


BKBATBS  OF  CONOBZBS. 
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.1  Hr.  B.  an  obTions  iatangnatj  in 
OPT  pwaeat  moda  of  proecedJng  upwi  this  anV 
JecL  Tb«  power  of  warvtjiag  rontes  for  roads 
—' '-hMcimed  tooncdqaartmentoftho 

at,  whiU  tha  power  of  eoDsinotliig 


tlwin  ia  Totaiuod  b;  awrtlMir*    In  eonseqnenoo 
'■£&r«noeof ofHnion  between  thetwode- 


wjeA,  which  Oongrees  may  not  conaider  of 
nffioient  importauoe  to  JuBtif^  an  qiplication 
of  the  naCidoal  resourcea  for  their  oongtrnolion, 
and  thns  a  nsetesa  expanditnro  of  the  pablio 
treasnra,  to  a  large  amoont,  maj  be  incurred, 
and  at  a  time,  too,  when  we  are  reminded, 
from  the  highest  aathori^,  "  of  the  neoeseit^ 
of  nt^ing  by  the  maxinu  of  the  most  vl^ant 
eoonomy."  Bat  the  moat  •erions  oljedion  to 
this  ^shm  of  le^alation  remuns  to  be  notioed. 
It  ia  its  tendency  to  deatroj  th«  trae  balance  of 
the  omutitntion — to  increase,  dangeronalT  to 
faienMse,  tiie  inflnenoe  of  one  departaient  of  the 
Oovomment  at  the  expense  of  another — to 
strengthen  that  arm  of  tb«  pnblio  anthority 
whioB  is  already  snffldently  powerfbl — and  to 
make  gratnitons  additiona,  by  legislative  con- 
oeaaion,  to  that  diass  of  patronage  aeonred  to 
the  Ezeentive  by  the  nrovitiona  of  the  oonstt- 
tntioii,  and  which  the  le^slaUve  authority  baa 
no  power  to  reduce.  It  was  not  my  object, 
Biud  Ifr,  TLf  to  dwell  on  any  of  these  topioa,  I 
bare  barely  adverted  to  them,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  abowing  that  there  are  oonsiderations  in- 
volved in  the  inqniry  I  have  proposed,  of  the 
deepest  import  to  the  eonnd  sdmlniHtratioa  of 
the  Gorernmeot,  and  in  order  to  at&act  to 
tbem  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  Hoose,  and 
(^  the  oommittee  to  which  the  sat^ect  ia  sub- 
mitted. If  it  ahonld  become  neoesaary,  in  the 
ftrther  progress  of  the  messore,  I  will  endeavor 
to  devuop  my  views  rf  this  anbjeot,  in  all  its 
bearings,  man  taSj  to  the  Hoose, 

Mr.  BArninr  aud  he  was  happy  the  attri- 
tion of  the  Hoose  had  been  called  to  the  gen- 
mi  ral;)eot  of  the  manner  in  which  appropiib- 
timis  are  made  by  this  Honse.  A  resolution 
had  been  iyine^  for  some  days,  <m  bla  table, 
vhieh,  fhim  Mat  relactance  he  ever  felt  to 
tronble  the  Honae,  he  had  forborne  to  offer, 
ttie  objeot  of  which  was  nearly  allied  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  ftom  Viniiniar— hnt  it  covered 
mOTe  ground  and  went  fiitlwr  than  thia.  He 
waa  peranaded  that,  on  ezaminatkui,  it  would 
be  found,  that  there  is  not  a  Qovenunent  on 
earth,  vheie  pablie  money  ia  appropriated  as 
it  is  in  ours.  Estimates  are  sent  to  us  fWan 
the  departmenta,  in  a  ihape,  whioh  he  did  not 
■ay  waa  imprm>er,  (aa  he  did  not  doubt  the  tal- 
ent of  the  officers  concerned,)  bat  which,  to 
many,  waa  cert^nly  not  clearlv  intelligible. 
Theee  eommtmic^iona  were  nanuly  reforred  to 
very  able  eonuntttees,  bat  no  committee  ia  Just- 
ly expected  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  va- 
Tions  demrtmenta  of  information  embraced,  es- 
pecially in  the  annnal  report  of  the  Treasury, 
and  which  are  derived  ttma  a  great  variety  of 


sooroeo.  The  duly  of  the  Ooran^ttee  of  Ways 
and  Means  does  not  demand  that  its  members 
should  be  fon^ar  wltli  all  tbeae  particulan, 
mnoe  its  appropriate  dn^  ia  no  mora  than  to 
point  out  the  manner  in  which  Uie  reeouroe^ 
to  be  i^ivopriated  by  the  House,  ahall  be  best 
ai^lied.  But,  as  things  now  operate,  the  pow- 
er of  ^nm^ffialion  rwddea,  praotieally,  in  the 
Heads  of  Departinenta,  whilat  the  reaponaibility 
ot  the  appropriating  power  rests  on  uiia  House. 
The  departments  are  in  the  habit  of  asking  fiw 
gpeoifio  roins  aa  in  part  payment  for  such  and 
such  olgeats — while  the  whole  amount,  which 
the  several  objects  require,  is  never  etat«d,  and 
nobody  knows  how  graat  it  may  be.  like  com- 
plaint was  frequent,  that  the  oommonkatiMts 
are  nnintelUgibM,  espeoially  to  sew  members, 
and,  indeed,  to  old  members  too,  unless  they 
will  tdie  tiie  labor  of  aztenahre  and  tediona  in- 


vestigation of  dooumei^  He,  thoefore,  oSati 
the  Mlowing  amendmeot,  vUd^  he  hoped. 


dd  be  acoepted  by  Uie  honorable  ^eotlea 
D  Viiginio,  as  a  modlfieatioa  of  bis  own. 


would  b 

from  Viiginio,  as  a  modlfieatioa  of  bis  own. 

JUiaivtd,  That  the  Conunltlee  oTWaya  andHeans 
be  Jnatracted  to  intniire  hito  the  expedlenej  of  re- 
qutrine,  that,  heieiiter,  all  Mtimaies  of  approptia- 
tions  for  the  operations  ef  the  different  Deptrt- 
menta  of  tlia  OoTemtneut,  wbeo  the  game  are  to  ba 
applied  to  the  eonitnotion  of  irorka  of  a  pennanent 
charmcter,  ihall  be  accompanted  with  a  gaoeral  de- 
scription of  the  work  proposed,  with  so  estimate  of 
the  entire  coat  for  iU  completioo,  and,  front  year  to 
JvtT,  witt^B  ttatement  of  the  sums  ezpeaded,  aad 
the  balance  which  will  be  required. 

Sctolmd,  alto.  That  the  s&me  cooimittee  Inquire 
into  the  eipediencj  of  making  proviiion,  bj  an 
amendmeDt  of  tho  rules  of  the  House,  or  otherwise. 
Chat,  herealler,  the  estimates  for  Military  serrice  and 
defences  shall  be  re&rred  to  the  Committee  on  Wl- 
Itary  Afiairs — the  estimates  for  Indian  expenditures 
to  the  Cominittee  on  Indian  Affairs — the  estimates 
from  the  Navy  Derartment,  to  the  Comndttee  on 
Naval  Affkin — and  the  esUmates  for  the  FaUie 
Buildings,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Bidld- 
ings;  aod.that  tha  aereral  commhteei  shall  make 
report  upoa  the  same,  before  an;  bill,  making  ap- 
propriatiooa  for  the  purposes  of  such  estimates, 
shall  be  considered  by  the  House. 

It  was  proper,  Ur,  B.  sud,  that,  in  public,  aa 
mnch  as  in  private  concerns,  when  aay  under* 
taking  was  entered  upon,  to  ait  down  first,  and 
count  the  cost  The  effect  of  the  reaoluticn 
would  enable  the  Honae  to  do  this.  The  oom^ 
mittees  of  the  Hoose  can  then  pronotinoe  with 
eonfidenoe  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  ^- 
propriatioaa  aaksd;  and  the  power  at  appro- 
priation will  tlien  be,  where  it  ought  to  Ul 
with  the  reaponaibility.  He  hod  not  the  least 
intontjon  of  reflecting  on  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments; be  knew  their  entire  competency  to 
the  disohatge  of  their  ardnoaa  dnties.  He  did 
not  reflect  on  the  men,  bat  on  the  system — on  , 
the  mode  of  bn^ess  pursued.  The  result  of 
such  a  plan  often  was,  that  an  object,  which 
had  been  recommended  by  one  of  these  officer^ 
ukd  in  port,  appropriated  for,  waa  disapproved 
,  by  hia  snoceasor  in  office ;  and  thus  the  Ilouaa 
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polled  down  wlut  it  had  bailt  np,  and  the  pab- 
uo  rnone;  was  uselessly  sqDftnderad. 

Ur.  Rtna  replied,  tbat  it  did  not  appear  to 
him,  from  having  heard  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  read,  that  its  tenor  and 
intention  were  at  all  paraUel  with  the  viewa  he 
had  in  offering  bis  own.  It  contained  no  ref' 
erence  to  the  BarveyB  made  for  works  of  internal 
improvement — no  allnsion  whatever  to  the  aub- 
ject  of  Toada  and  canala,  or  if  to  them,  in  ecn- 
wal  terms,  not  to  the  espenaea  of  the  prelim- 
inarj  stepa  which  led  to  their  adoption,  nor  to 
the  discretionary  power  of  aathorizing  those 
expensoa  and  controlliog  them. 

The  subject  to  which  his  own  resolution  had 
reference,  stood,  he  thought,  in  a  peculiar  sita- 
tiioa;  in  no  law  ever  pa^ed  bj  Congress,  was 
BO  wide  a  diseretionar;  power  intrusted  to  the 
Executive,  A  gross  sum,  and  a  vei?  large  one, 
was  put  into  his  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing such  roads  and  canals  aurvejed  aa  he  might 
jodge  promotive  of  tiie  national  advantage. 
But  was  not  the  Ilonse  as  competent  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Jadge  which 
of  the  various  objects  proposed  wmild  promote 
that  object  t  Where  was  the  need  of  reposing 
this  immense  discretionaiy  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Premdentt  He  thought  the  Ilonse 
ahoTtld  retain  it  in  their  own  hands ;  that  a 
gross  sum  ought  not  to  be  given ;  but  that  spe- 
dfic  appropriations  ought  to  he  made,  wherever 
practicable,  for  these  preliminar?  surveys,  aa 
well  as  for  anj'  subsequent  stage  of  the  several 
works.  He  saw  much  to  approve  iu  the  gco- 
tlemon's  resolution,  but  he  must  pardon  him  if 
he  declined  accepting  it  as  a  modification  of  his 
own.  Aa  a  Beparate  and  independent  resolu- 
tion, if  offered  by  that  gentiemon, .  he  would 
cheerfolly  vote  for  it, 

Hr.  BiATLBTT  then  observed,  that,  as  the 
two  resolotions  hod  a  general  reference  to  the 
same  saltject,  and  as  there  was  a  possibility  that 
the  objects  of  both  might  be  embraced  by  unit- 
ing the  two ;  with  this  hope,  he  would  move 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
oinia,  together  with  his  own,  as  an  amendment, 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

(On  a  subsequent  day  Mr,  IJAKTLKrr  with- 
drew his  motion  to  amend,  and  the  resolution 
of  Ur.  lUvxs  was  agreed  to.) 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  Jobh  G.  Calhoun, 
Yice  President  of  the  United  States,  viz : 
^tErtAXiMo/lhaSovMBfJitpraentatiiitt: 

Sir :  Ton  wIU  please  to  lay  b«fore  the  HoaBe,over 
which  Tou  preside,  the  encloied  conuDonicatioa  ad- 
dreeaed  to  that  body. 

Teiy  respectfolly,  yours,  ic 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


3b  On  SmonM*  Ou  Mtmbtn  of  tiu  Bmu,  of  Rip- 


grand  laqoest  ol 

Charges  have  been  made  against  me  of  the  most 
serious  nature,  and  which,  if  true,  ought  to  degrade 
me  ft'om  the  high  station  In  which  I  have  been 
placed  by  tbe  choice  of  my  fellow- citizens,  and  to 
consign  my  name  to  perpetual  infamy. 

Iu  claiming  the  inTeatigatioo  of  the  House,  I  am 
sensible,  tbnl,  under  our  free  and  happf  iiutitutkms, 
the  conduct  of  public  servants  is  a  fair  sabjeet  of 
the  closest  scmUny  and  the  &eest  rrmarks,  and  that 
a  l!nn  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  afford^  ordl- 
nuily,  ample  protection  against  political  attacks; 
but  when  such  attacks  assume  the  character  of  im- 
peachable ofTenees,  and  become,  In  some  decree,  of- 
ficial, by  being  placed  among  the  public  records,  an 
officer  thus  assailed,  however  base  the  instrument 
used,  if  coosciout  of  inooccnce,  can  look  for  refuge 
ocly  to  the  H^  of  the  immediate  Represeotatives 
of  the  people.  It  is  thus  I  End  myself  most  ooex- 
pectcdly  placed. 

On  Wednesday  morning  last,  it  was  for  the  fitrt 
time  intimated  to  me,  that  chaises  of  a  very  seiioas 
nature  against  me  were  lodged  in  one  of  the  Exec- 
ulire  Departments:  duriog  the  day,  rumors  from 
severel  quarters  to  the  same  effect  reached  me;  hot 
the  first  certain  information  of  their  character,  was 
received  yesterday  momiog,  through  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  District.  It  appears,  from  ila 
statement,  that  I  am  accused  of  the  sordid  and  in- 
famoua  crime  of  participating  in  the  profiia  of  a 
contract  formed  wilh  tho  Government,  through  the 
Department  of  War,  while  I  was  intrusled  with  ths 
diEcliarce  of  its  duties,  and  that  the  accusation  bos 
been  offlcially  presented  as  the  basis  of  an  ofilcial 
act  oftbe  War  Deportment,  and  consequently  to  be 
placed  among  its  records,  as  a  lasting  stigma  on  my 
character. 

Consclons  of  my  entire  innocence  In  this  and 
every  other  public  act,  and  that  I  have  ever  been 
Incapable,  in  the  performance  of  duty,  of  being  in- 
fiuenced  by  any  other  motive  than  a  sacred  regard 
to  the  public  interest,  and  resolved,  as  far  as  human 
effort  can  extend,  to  leave  an  untarnished  reputation 
to  poeletity,  I  challenge  the  freest  investigation  of 
the  Uoose,  as  the  only  means  effectually  to  repel 
this  premeditated  attack  to  prostrate  me,  iij  de- 
stroying forever  my  character. 

J.  C.  CALHOrS, 
Vut  Freudtnt  of  tht  UniUd  Slata. 
Seth  Dec.  1826. 


Ur.  Floyd  stud,  that  snch  was  the  rapid  snc- 
cession  of  membera  in  this  House,  that  there 
were  bat  few  now  present  who  were  members 
of  it,  when  the  contract,  referred  to  in  the  Vice 
pTeadent's  letter,  had  been  a  subject  of  exami- 
nation on  this  Soor,  He  was  then  a  member, 
aod  would  say,  that  he  had  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  this  contract,  and,  in  some  points  of 
view,  it  had  met  his  disapprobation  and  cen- 
sure. He  could  say,  forther,  and  the  old  mem- 
bers conld  bear  him  out  in  the  assertion,  that 
be  was  seen  in  opposition  to  many  of  the  mun- 
uros  of  iha  War  Deportment,  daring  the  timt 
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the  DTWont  Vica  President  presided  otbf  it, 
and  freqnentlj  thoaght  them  too  bold,  aai  not 
BofficientlT'  eoonomicol ;  but  he  tud  never  seen 
Baj  thing  to  impeaoh  the  integrity  of  that  gen- 
tleman, nor  did  he  nov  see  an;  thing  to  imp^ 
tiie  opinion  which  be  had  always  entertained 
of  bis  character.  Bat  a  oharga  is  now  made 
against  him,  and  I  approre  (said  l£r.  F.)  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  met  it,  bj  a  prompt 
deniBad  for  an  investigation  on  this  floor.  1 
believe  it  to  be  a  caiumnf — I  regret,  exceed- 
Inglj  regret,  that  a  charge  of  sn^  a  nature, 
npon  snob  fonndatdon,  shonld  be  brought  acainst 
an  officer  so  high  in  pablio  ofBce,  and  I  may 
add,  so  high  in  public  favor;  sjid  I  will  tend 
mj  efibrta  to  an  examination  of  the  chai^, 
and  the  snpression  of  the  calumny. 

We  have  Men  on  evil  times,  when  snch  a 
man  has  to  answer  snch  a  charge — but,  mnch 
u  it  may  concern  him,  I  consider  it  also  as  con- 
oeming  tbe  country  itself,  and  the  form  of  Gov- 
ernment under  which  we  live.  The  honor  of 
oar  public  officers,  is  onrs  aa  well  aa  theirs. 
A  stain  upon  their  official  conduct  is  an  ii^nry 
to  the  Goremmeat  which  they  adininigt«r;  and, 
while  ready  to  proceed  against  them  for  mi»- 
oondoot,  when,  unhappily,  canse  may  exist  for 
eo  doing,  it  is  oar  duty  to  see  that  nnfoimded 
ohargea  shall  be  exposed  and  detected.  Differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  the  economy,  the  proprie- 
ty, the  wisdom  of  public  measures,  is  one 
thing;  bnt  to  attack  the  official  rectitnde  of 
an  officer  is  another.  In  such  attacks,  if  unjnst 
or  anfonnded,  we  attack  our  Bepnblioan  form  of 
Government ;  we  give  Joy  and  triumph  to  all 
ita  enemies ;  we  weaken  its  claim  to  respecta- 
bility, and  hasten  its  downfalL  We  shonid  re- 
collect that  we  are  closely  wat^thed  by  all  the 
enemies  of  free  Government  in  Europe.  Since 
befall  of  the  great  Napoleon,  a  Minister  of  the 
Legitimates  has  almost  proposed  to  turn  the 
fifteen  hundred  thousand  bayonets  of  Europe 
against  the  libertj  of  the  United  Btates.  Bach 
andacioDs  projects  will  be  encoura^d  by  every 
thing  that  brmgs  odiam  npon  onr  institutions ; 
and  nothing  could  bring  more  odiura  npon 
them  than  to  show  that  onr  public  men  are 
oornipt.  This  calumny  against  the  second  offi- 
cer <x  onr  Qovemment,  mean  and  despicable 
aa  it  may  be,  will  fly  to  Europe,  and  be  re- 
printed there.  Then  let  the  refutation  press 
^pon  ita  heels  and  destroy  it  I  rejoice  that  the 
Vice  President  has  met  the  c^umny  as  he  has 
done.  He  demands  an  investigation  on  this 
floor.  Let  it  be  granted  to  him,  and  let  Justice 
be  done.  Mr,  F.  concluded,  by  moving  that 
tbe  communication  of  the  Vice  President  b9  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

Ur.  OooKE  said,  it  would  be  recollected  by  a 
number  of  the  members  of  tbe  House,  present, 
that  the  contract  out  of  which  the  present  ap- 
plication grew,  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Honse  on  his  call.  When  this  Rip  Bap 
contract  as  it  is  called,  was  laid  before  the 
House,  I  examined  it  (said  Mr.  0.)  "ith  the 
greatert  scrutiny,  and  with  the  closest  applica- 


tion ;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  declare,  that 
I  did  not  discover  the  most  trivial  circnmstanoa 
going  to  show  that  the  then  Becretary  of  War 
was  in  the  remotest  degree  improperly  concern- 
ed in  it.  This  contract  was  examined  by  ma, 
not  once  only,  but  four  diflerent  times,  and  it  la 
Just  that  I  should  make  this  early  disdo^ir^ 
that  I  entertain  not  the  remotest  suspicioq  or 
impropriety  against  that  officer  in  the  transac- 
tion. X  shall  most  readily  vote  for  the  inveati- 
gation^  said  Mr,  0.,  but  not  with  the  view  of 
satisfying  my  mind  on  the  aubject. 

The  question  then  being  put  on  Mr.  FuTn'a 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to,  with  scarcely  a  dis- 
senting voice.  A  committee  of  seven  members 
was  ordered :  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oampbell,  the  committee 
were  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  pliers. 

And  then  the  House  a^oomed  to  Tuesday. 

Ttksdat,  January  3. 
Seli^  to  tht  Suffering  Qreela. 

Mr.  IjnsasiQs  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

BetoiBei,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Hcus 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  making 
an  appropriatiOD  of  tG0,OO0,  to  be  expended  nader 
the  direction  of  the  Preaideot,  in  the  parchaw  and 
transportation  of  provisions  for  the  soSemig  iohab- 
itaala  of  Greece. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTOH  spoke  to  the  followiiig  tf- 
feet :  Having  passed  the  first  day  of  the  year 
in  the  festivities  andoKons  to  the  season,  in  the 
ei^joyment  of  present  happiness,  the  retrospect 
of  past  prosperity,  and  tna  pleasing  anticipa- 
tion of  a  continuance  of  the  biaasings  of  peace 
and  plenty,  let  us  dedicate  the  second  to  an  act 
of  general  charity — not  forbidden  by  our  oon- 
stitntion-~^infringing  tbe  rights  of  no  other  na- 
tion, and  highly  noncrahle  to  our  own. 

I  have  before  me  a  letter  written  by  an  hon- 
orable member  of  this  House,  containing  a  pic- 
ture of  distress  that  cannot  ful  to  touch  the 
heart  of  any  one  who  reads  it.  The  evidence 
it  contuns  comes  from  a  Greek,  high  in  office 
and  reputation.  He  endeavors  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  poverty  and  destitute  state  of  his  na- 
tion, "to  whom,"  he  says,  "the  foe  has  left 
no  agriculture,  no  commerce,  no  arts."  Out  tiS 
irom  all  the  usual  means  of  subsistence,  to  tbe 
horrors  of  war  are  added  the  desolation  of  &m- 
ine ;  war,  in  its  most  sava^  remorseless  state; 
famine,  with  the  expectation  of  pestilence,  its 
usual  attendant — they  are  Buffering  titis  in  tha 
holiest  of  oansee,  and  doing  honor  to  the  cauae^ 
by  the  courage,  oonstanoy,  and  nnyielding  spirit 
with  which  uey  sopport  it. 

If  the  stem  diotates  of  national  dnty  prevent 
our  affordii^t  moreefibctual  assistance,  we  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  thu,  in  ttiia,  at 
leastj  no  civiliaed  nation  can,  with  justisc,  tax 
us  with  a  breach  of  neutrality.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  give  a  snbndy  to  the  nation,  or  to 
supply  them  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  tbe 
war,  but  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  feed  the  hon- 
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Women  ftnd  children  ve  the  objects  of  this  re- 
lief. The  commerc*  in  prorinonfl  is  not  oon- 
tntband;  onr  oitiieiis  tnaj  mpplj  them,  and 
why  not  the  Govemmentt  And  fre  are  not 
without  precedent  to  soppoit  iL  The  inhftbi- 
tants  of  St  Domingo,  driren  from  their  conn- 
trj  b7  a  deetraotiTe  insarreotion,  took  refuge 
here,  were  hospitably  received  by  onr  citiiena, 
■nd  generoDslj  snpported  from  the  Kational 
Treainry.  A  rimilar  proTimon  wm  made  for 
the  ezilea  from  Cnba.  Thwe  cases  settle  the 
conMitnUoiial  qnestlon.  The  oae  I  am  about  to 
mention  ia  equally  eoneluRive,  but  applies  partic- 
nlarly  to  ahow  that  we  have  not  uiongfat  the 
dntiea  of  hnmanity,  in  a  rimilar  inatanoe,  locon- 
(iatent  with  those  of  nentrali^.  In  the  year 
181S,  a  dreadftil  calamity  occurred  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Veoeiaela,  then  at  war  with  Spain,  or, 
as  that  power  called  it,  in  rebellion — tne  prin- 
ctpal  city  of  the  prorince  was  overwhelmed  by 
an  earthquake.  TheTTnited  8tat«s  immediately 
directed  the  very  mm  propwed  by  this  resola- 
tion,  to  be  laid  oat  In  anppliea  and  sent  to  these 


ing^  we  certunly  scqnired  notionsl  reputation. 
Now,  sir,  compare  these  cases  with  that  under 
conaderation.  lo  the  8t.  Domingo  and  Cuba 
cases,  the  sufferers  belonged  to  a  rich  and  poi 
fhl  nation,  whose  duties  for  their  relief  might 
seem  to  sapersede  our  interference.  In  that  of 
VeneraeU  the  destmction  was  prmcipally  that 
of  the  boildii^  in  the  eitiee — the  conntri  " 
agricnltnre,  ita  arts,  its  resources,  remained 
tooehed. 

In  Greece,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  .  . 
^eral  picture  of  horror  and  deaolatiou — theirs 
» the  reverse  of  onr  h^ipy  state — their  ploooh- 
sharea  are  turned  IntA  swords — their  pnmiDg 
hooks  into  spears.  The  olives  of  Attica  are 
rooted  up ;  the  harveets  of  the  Peloponnesus 
Uii  wasto ;  the  vines  of  Bamos  are  destroyed ; 
thrir  commeroe  and  arts  are  annihilated ;  and 
no  one  cirenmnanoe  that  the  strongest  ima^- 
nation  eonld  create  ia  wanting  to  complete  the 

Eicture  of  their  ndaery.  Is  it  posrible  that  any 
Dt  the  strongest,  the  most  innnDotmtahle  ob- 


shown  that  neither  onr  constitution  nor  our 
neutrality  stand  In  our  way.  Vill  onr  oonffilt- 
nents  disavow  nst  We  shoold  insult  them 
by  the  doubt.  Wilt  they  who  use  the  snper- 
flnoQB  wealth  with  which  they  are  blessed  In 
the  doubtfiil  enterprise  of  converting  the  hea- 
then of  the  East  sjid  West  to  tiie  truth  of 
Christianitr,  object  to  the  certun  relief  of  thou- 
sands irf  their  Christian  brethren  from  peati- 
lence  and  famine!  The  preservation  of  Chris- 
tians is  sorely  as  meritoriooa  as  It  can  be  to 
multiptj  them  by  oonverBion. 
I  do  not  appeal  to  the  aymp^ihiea  of  the 
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House  for  the-ccose  in  which  all  these  inia»- 
rice  are  suffered.  It  is  not  neeoMary,  for  I  a^ 
persuaded  dut  no  man  who  hear*  me,  Dseb 
difibrently  from  myself;  and,  if  it  were  neoea- 
sary,  1  have  not  talenta  for  the  t»A;  W 
there  are  men  in  tliis  aaaonhty,  (and  I  isi^cra 
the  aid  of  their  talmts  and  eloqaenee,)  who,  is 
such  a  canse,  would  carrrthe  mlnda  of  all  who 
heard  them,  to  the  conolusirauEtvorBUe  to  th« 
great  cause  of  hnmanily  and  national  boaor 
which  I  plead.  For  myself  withont  the  talent 
to  pnranade,  I  trust  to  the  rinple  ' 
that  here  is  a  whole  nation,  i  * 
faith  in  which  we  believe,  a 
for  which  we  have  contoid 
ei^oy :  contending  tor  them  a^inst  a  meicrikei 
and  powerful  enemy,  with  a  courage  not  equal- 
led, certainly  not  surpassed,  in  the  hcrmc  agea 
of  their  anceetors:  that  they  are  sidTering  not 
only  the  evils  of  the  most  savage  waiAre,  bnt 
nakedness,  famine,  and  want  of  every  deeerip- 
tlon;  that  tbey  call  upon  us  for  aid,  and  that 
we  have  the  means  to  ofibrd  it.  The  will,  I 
trust,  ia  not  wanting.  I  shall  sot  waste  the  time 
of  the  Honae  by  anticipating  olfJectionB:  aboold 
any  be  offered,  1  will  endeavor  to  answer  tlMiH, 
Mr.  UoDnvnB  said  he  hoped  that  the  HoM 
before  it  agreed  to  the  reeolntion  Jnat  ofi^red 
for  its  adoption,  would  first  aaUsfy  itadf  m  to 
the  effect  which  the  measure  proposed  irouM 
have  on  the  rdadcns  of  this  coun^  with  the 
belligerent  powers.  If  the  gentlunan  frrm 
Louisiana  wonld  satisfy  him  that,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  the  United  Btates  would 
not  be  made  a  party  to  the  existing  war  be- 
tween Oreeoe  ana  Turkey — that  it  WMild  main- 
tain onr  neutrality  honestly  and  turiy — his  cmly 
ol:i}ection  to  it  wonld  be  remove^  and  he  would 

Kwith  the  lentleman  heart  and  hand;  all  the 
dings  of  his  nature  would  urge  him  to  aive 
ancfa  a  proposition  Ua  cealoat  aupptwt;  and  be 
was  satisfied,  for  his  part,  that  then  existed  no 
constitDtionaldifflcnltiesintheway.  But,  while 
it  became  the  United  States  vrtx  to  act  mi& 
magnanimity,  and  a  regard  to  the  dictates  of 
humane  feeling,  it  became  the  Oovemment  no 
less  to  act  with  opennesa,  with  directneas,  and 
with  integrity,  towards  all  nations.  He  was 
convinced  that,  according  to  t^  Law  of  Na- 
tions, the  act  proposed  by  the  reedntion  of  the 
honcvablfi  gentleman  from  Louisiana  wonU,  as 
an  approT»ution  of  roomy  ta  the  ud  of  the 
Greelo,  be  a  direct  violation  of  ^m  neotrality 
of  tills  country,  and  would,  in  flwt,  be  an  act 
of  war.  If  the  nation  ia  to  do  any  thing  to  aid 
the  Greeks  in  their  struggle,  let  ns  not  vote 
this  paltry  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
may  be  sqaandered  unprofltahly,  bnt  let  ns  pot 
in  motion  the  whole  Navy  of  the  United  States 
in  the  cause.  Let  ns  act  open^,  and,  if  we  are 
to  do  any  thing,  let  ns  act  eoMtnaliy,  npcm  a 
scale  which  becomes  the  national  character. 

Hr.  LiviXQsTOM  waa  gratified  to  find  that  the 
gentleman  from  Bouth  Oarolina  pit.  If  oDuvm) 
had  no  other  objection  to  the  reeolution  but 
that  he  think*  it  would  be  omtrary  to  onr  ncBr 
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tnl  rigbta,  beoHiM  Mr.  L.  OHnvfat  he  miriit  be 
Mtlsfied  npcoi  tiut  head,  and  thao  be  UMniM 
eonnt  on  his  rapport. 


Li^)  it  mii^t  be  considered  u  a  rabaid;  Tohin- 
tanly  oSimd,  aod  of  ooaree  iooonslsteDt  with 
onr  neotnUtj ;  bnt  it  is  a  rapplj  to  the  neoee- 
bHoiu  in  the  naHoa  fit  large :  aiid  whatmoitbe 
convinoing  of  its  cNHwfMenej  with  the  Iftws  of 
nentralttj,  is  tikis:  prorinoiia  sra  iM>teoati«- 
band  oE  war,  exoept  when  going  to  a  b«ieged 
idaoe.  The  trade  In  them  to  Ormoe  at  lane,  is 
n  lawM  to  onr  merohaDta  now,  aa  it  oonld  be 
iftJier  wereatpeae&  If  tbeenemr  of  Greeoe 
ahonld  iatam^  Xhta  trade  br  the  oaptnre  of 
lela,  it  wonld  be  «  breaeh  of 


obHgaUon  of  proieettng  ita  citizens  in  their 
lawnil  oonnneroe.  Now  would  it  not  be  a 
■oledm  to  saj,  that  the  Turks  have  a  right  to 
ooaMvr  ns  as  partjee  in  the  war  for  the  eorae 
acta  which,  if  aeided  to  onr  eitisens,  we  shoold 
haveari^toenibreebrwaTT  There  cannot 
be  two  laws  on  this  snlject — one  fbr  the  Oor- 
enmient,  another  for  its  dticens.  Either  the 
Tnrin  have  a  ri^  to  selie  and  oMifisoate  any 
jnerdtantman  bomtd  to  a  port  in  Greece,  vhicti 
ia  ncA  blockaded,  or  they  have  no  right  to  oom- 
jdain  of  the  Ooremmeat  for  Bending  the  Bome 
supplies;  bat  the  right  to  carrj  provirionH  by 
nentral  individnals  to  a  belligerent,  is  one  that 
has  always  been  contended  for  by  onr  Govern- 
ment, and  has  never  been  contested  bot  in 
tlmea  of  acknowledged  irregnlarity  and  l&wleae 
force.  Therefore,  Uie  some  right  eziste  in  the 
nentral  nalJon  itself.  This  reasoning  mnst  have 
preruled  in  the  ease  of  Veneiaela.  They,  at 
the  time  w«  sent  them  provisions,  were  at  war 
with  Sp^n;  and  althoogb,  at  that  time,  it  was 
the  ebvng  oaae  of  insurrectionary  war — a  re- 
ttellioB,  as  it  was  called  by  Spdn — yet  onr  hn' 
mane  interftrmoe,  w  Eu-  fiom  being  compl^ned 
■tf  as  a  breach  of  nentrality,  or  an  tmpn^)er  in- 
terference between  Spain  and  her  insnrgent 
Ooloniea,  was  tiien  considered,  and  vUl  be  con- 
sidered te  history,  as  a  measure  honorable  to 
the  otiaraoter  ol  the  comitry. 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  thinks  we 
nbonld  gofarther — I  nndentood  him  to  mean  if 
this  is  intended  aa  a  hostile  measore.  I  agree 
■with  him  fhat,  if  we  intended  to  enter  as  a 
mrty  in  the  contest,  this  wonld  not  be  enongfa. 
Bat  I  do  not  propose  it  with  that  intent  I  am 
M  adverse  as  any  member  can  be  to  advise  any 
set,  tilber  nqjmt  in  itaAt,  or  that  nu^  give  just 
cense  of  ofibnoe  to  any  nation.  Yet,  if  any 
ease  can  enst  that  wonld  Jnstify  a  depaitore 
from  the  strict  line  of  nentrality,  it  ia  the  pre»- 
ent.  Wonld  to  God,  air,  that  we  conld  render 
more  efibctnal  aid  in  this  glorioos  straggle — 
wonld  to  God  that,  Instead  of  poroharing  one 
of  the  frigates  intended  fbr  the  dellveranoe  of 
this  distrused  pooptey  we  conld  have  fomished 
tbe  means  Ux  the  departore  of  both.    Aa  It  is, 


we  have  indued  tbe  LtBCBAion  to  onr  wharves, 
bat  tiave  sent  them  the  Hopn  to  snopcHt  them 
nnder  tlkeir  cmel  calamities.  May  the  name  be 
ominous  of  ftttore  mooew  and  fii^  trinmph  to 
their  holy  cause. 

Ur.  hImilton  Mid,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  discueaing  the  feeling  and  inter- 
estins  RnMectwblchthe  gentleman  own  Lonit- 
iana  had  bron^t  to  their  view  with  so  much 
enthusiasm,  but  for  the  mere  pmpoae  of  ez- 
pres^ng  his  rwret  that,  on  a  question  which 
bb  eoUeague  (Mr.  MoDuFra)  had  very  fairly 
put,  as  one  invtdvlng  the  nentral  relaaona  ot 
tbe  country,  the  genUeman  from  Louisiana  had 
not  given  bia  rescdntion  tbe  nmal  direction,  by 
rabmitting  a  motioa  thatitshonld  be  printed, 
and,  for  the  present,  lidd  on  the  table.  The 
Uoase,  nnder  tbe  gnsh  ^  the  gentieman's  elo* 
qacnoe,  ought  not  now  to  be  precipitated  into  a 
premature  (which  mi^t  in  the  end  be  a  dis- 
aatrona)  decision. 

He  wonld,  however,  before  he  took  his  seat, 
in  responding  to  the  generous  sentiments  which 
the  gentieman  hod  expressed  in  favor  of  a  gal- 
lant and  Buffbring  race,  obenre,  that  he  thought 
his  friend  from  Louudana  bad  not  displayed  his 
usual  aieutenets  in  relying  to  bis  coUeague, 
(Ur.  itoDuwrtt,}  by  iiudsting  that  the  nentral- 
ity of  tbe  ootintry  oonld  Dot  be  endangered,  if 
the  provisions  were  sent  to  the  people  of 
Greece,  and  not  to  Its  Government.  He  would 
ask  that  gentleman,  wheUter  this  was  not  a  <Us- 
tinctioa  without  a  differencet  in  a  word,  wheth- 
er the  people  of  Greece  were  not  fighting  against 
tbe  Turks  I  and  whether,  if  provisions  were 
Bent  out  to  Greece  l^  tins  Government^  he 
wonld  limit  the  donation  to  tlie  wretched  and 
forlorn  women  and  children,  who  were,  per- 
haps, at  this  moment,  seeking  a  temporary  ref- 
uge amidst  those  moulderii^  oolnmns  and  por- 
ticos of  departed  gceatnesa,  which  (moe  mode 
their  country  tbe  wtmier  and  delight  of  the 
world,  withoat  permitting  the  gallant  sol- 
diery, by  whom  their  wrongs  were  to  be 
avenged,  to  participate  in  one  morsel  of  the 
bounty  of  tbis  Government  t 

He  thought  too,  the  gentieman  from  Lonim- 
ana  had  been  equally  mifortnuate  in  bis  distinc- 
tion between  provisions  and  munitions  ot  war, 
by  urging,  in  reply  to  his  coUesgu^  that  the 
sending  of  tbe  former  to  Greece,  wonld  be  not 
contraband,  and  therefore,  no  invasion  of  neu- 
trality. To  this  he  oonld  cmly  s^,  that  thera 
were  cironmstancM  mider  wbieh  an  aid  by  pro- 
visions might  be  the  most  efiBdent  raooor  a 
belligerent  oonld  reorive ;  and  it  was  surely  not 
necessary  for  him  to  ranind  the  gentleman 
fhMn  Looiriana,  that  one  of  the  most  pbiloBn)h- 
ical  and  <oU^tw«d  writers  on  the  Art  of  war, 
bad  long  since  said  that  food  is  one  of  the  most 
materia  (tf  its  rinaws.  Whetiier  wa  can,  tberft- 
fore,  invigorate  the  nerves  ol  the  Grecian  war- 
rior by  tltis  aid,  was  a  question  fkr  too  Im- 
portant and  delicate  in  its  rdattons,  to  be  de- 
eded witfaont  eititar  past  notioe  or  evflD  prasant 
deliberation. 
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He  would  frsoklj  mj,  that,  it  nsder  the 
Bfmpatbj  and  ezoitement  of  nicli  a  theme, 
wrought  hj  the  fervid  eloquenoe  of  the  gen- 
tleman, he  could  be  iadnced  to  -vato  for  his 
proposition,  and  one  man,  oalUog  hinuelf  an 
American,  and  endeared  to  him  bj  the  rela- 
tions of  a  ooDntrrman,  ahoold  saffer  in  a  for- 
tign  land  fix>m  the  bowEtring  of  the  lork,  for  one 
he  wonld  oonfeaa  that  snch  a  vote  woold  here- 
after never  be  a  solyect  of  comfort  or  congret- 
oktioQ  to  huDself.  To  give  the  House,  how- 
ever, time  to  weigh  the  import  of  the  gentlft- 
man's  resolntion,  be  would  more  that  it  lie  on 
the  table  ftnd  be  print«d. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was 
aoconlinglf  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ToirBBnAT,  JanDar7  4. 

Ihod  Jbr  the  Florida  Indiatu, 

On  no^on  of  Ur.  White,  it  was 

Smoltttd,  That  the  Committee  on  IndUn  Aflairs 

be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  pro- 

vitling  by  law  for  the  remoTal  of  the  Florida  In- 

Hi,  Warn  said,  in  introducing  the  resoln- 
tioa  which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit,  he  was 
aware  of  the  departure  it  proposed  from  the 
eetablished  policy  of  the  OoTenunent,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Iiidian  tribes  within  our  boundaries, 
and  of  tbe  deep  necessitj  for  such  a  change, 
whether  we  ooneult  the  interest  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  itself  or  tbe  miserable  remnants  of  the 
aborigines  of  this  continent.  It  is  a  fact,  too 
notorions  to  be  questioned  on  tliis  floor,  that 
the  appearance  of  negotiation  with  tbe  Indian 
tribes  for  a  cesuon  of  their  land,  was  only  a 
solemn  farce,  the  forma  of  %  contract,  in  which 
there  is  neither  the  justice  of  an  equal,  nor  tbe 
magnanimity  of  a  snperior.  The  Unjl«d  States 
have,  by  statute,  disfranchized  every  nation  of 
Indianq  within  their  boundarleB,  by  declaring 
they  shall  not  alienate  their  lands  to  any  other 
power ;  and  if  they  had  followed  up  the  sys- 
tem,  after  denying  their  sovereignty  in  this  ex- 
plicit act  of  l^isUtion,  and  adopted  some  plan 
for  the  security  and  civiliiation  of  that  nn- 
fi>rtDnate  race,  it  woold  have  saved  them 
from  final  extermination,  and  prevented  the 
frontier  Bettlemente  from  being  stained  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  They  deny  them  the 
right  of  dominion  over  their  lands,  and  yet  ne- 
gotiate with  them  with  all  the  formally  of 
equal  and  independent  sovereigos.  Tbe  time 
has  arrived  when  the  United  States,  from  the 
oonuderatioDs  of  policy,  and  the  dictates  of  hn- 
manity,  should  aubjeot  them  to  their  absolute 
control,  and  dispose  of  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  beat  calcalated  for  their  preservation 
■nd  support.  Whatever,  s^d  Hr.  W.,  may  be 
the  general  plan  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Oongreas  may  adopt,  it  is  my  pecu- 
liar duty  to  enbmit,  for  the  consideration  ik  this 
Eonae,  tbe  inquiry  which  this  resolntion  pro- 
poses, and  tiie  remedy  most  dther  be  appUed, 


or  the  Indiana  antttected  to  aheolnte  starvatioa- 
Indeed,  they  have  been  snhusting,  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  on  the  bonnty  of  the  Goverur 
ment,  and  tbe  plunder  and  robboy  of  my  eeor 
stituenta.  To  relieve  tbem  from  ttiia  sitaatioa, 
this  course  was  snf[gested  at  the  last  session  c^ 
Congress,  and  banng  failed,  an  iq^cation  was 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  q>point<- 
ment  of  Commis^onera  for  the  purpose  of  see- 
ing what  could  be  done  by  the  usual  expedient 
of  negotiation.  Tliat  having  fuled,  the  didi 
has  at  hut  arrived,  whether  Uie  people  of  TVtx- 
ida  must  support  the  Indians,  in  a  state  of  star- 
vation, or  be  maaaacred  for  refusal.  The  issue 
is  fiurly  made  up,  and  the  work  of  murder  bar- 
ing been  begnn  by  the  Indiana,  of  women  and 
children,  the  scene  that  I  predicted  last  Winter 
is  now  exhibited.  The  people  of  that  conntxr 
are  driven,  in  defence  of  their  homes,  their 
wives,  And  children,  to  take  np  arma;  and 
those  who  survive  their  just  jndignation,  muat 
be  removed  to  some  other  quarter,  or  perish. 

During  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  in  tbe 
discussions  on  this  anbiect,  it  was  emphatically, 
and  rather  reproaclifoily,  aded,  what  brought 
these  people  to  their  present  abject  and  miaer- 
able  oouditioni  I  answer,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida  had  no  instrumentality  in  it.  Itwa* 
the  Government  itself,  by  a  decision  most  nn- 
eipeoted  and  extraordinary.  The  Indians,  at 
a  nation,  hod  surrendered  fdl  title  to  the  coun- 
try, in  a  treaty  with  tlie  Spanish  Government, 
in  1764,  and  were  tenants  at  will  of  .that  Gov- 
ernment, having  no  permanency  of  habitaticm, 
or  specified  limits,  but  extending  in  detached 
bodies,  from  the  Bt.  John's  to  Fensacoia — a 
tract  of  country  860  miles  in  extent,  and  occu- 
pied by  several  broken  tribes  and  fugidve 
Creeks,  who  had  fled  to  that  territory  for  an 
asylum  during  the  Creek  war.  Spain  ceded  the 
Floridas  to  the  United  States  withont  any  ref- 
erence to  their  title,  which  had  been  before  ex- 
tiDgniahed,  in  absolute  dominion  and  full  prop- 
erty ;  and  the  United  States  being  thus  pos- 
sessed, were  fully  authorized  to  remove  the  In- 
dians where  and  when  they  pleased.  All  these 
facts  were  communicated  to  the  GoTemmcult 
and  laid  before  Congress,  in  1623.  So  early  as 
December^82a,  I  addreased  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  alleging  these  facts,  and  vindi- 
cating the  right  of  the  United  States  to  pursue 
that  coarse,  and  the  many  considerations  for 
such  a  disposition  of  them.  It  was  obvious 
that  tlie  United  States  would  not  sorrender 
such  a  country  to  a  few  thousand  Indians,  wide- 
ly scattered  along  our  sea-coast — the  acquisi- 
tion and  advantages  of  which  to  the  United 
States,  had  been  the  prominent  conraderatica) 
in  the  negotjation  of  the  treaty  with  Bpun. 
The  Government  were  then  informed,  in  that 
letter,  that  the  Indians,  even  in  the  possesdMi  of 
this  immense  tract  of  country,  from  the  scarci^ 
of  game,  hod  been  reduced  to  great  extremities, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  th^ 
could  be  continued.  The  danger  of  their  act- 
ing as  pioneers,  for  coodnoting  an  enemy  into 
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the  interior,  the  neceasit^  of  an  efficient  popn- 
lation  on  onr  Boathem  border,  the  repn^snce 
of  tiie  vhtteB  to  Mttle  in  that  vicinitj',  and  the 
eanseqneot  ii^ni7  in  the  sate  of  the  public  lands, 
were  oU  urged  aa  anxiliarj'  oanaes  for  their  re- 
moval — at  the  Bome  time  and  before,  when 
General  Jaokson  waa  GoTemor  of  Florida,  he 
Tlrged  the  aame  canse — all  of  which  waa  Bnb' 
mitted  to  Oon^ess.  The  Indiana  expeoted  to 
be  removed.  The  ftgitive  Greeks  were  pre- 
paring to  go  back  to  their  nation,  when,  to  oar 
astonishmeat,  inatmctions  were  iasned  for  hold- 
ing a  treatjr,  and  a  formal  cession  of  that  which 
they  Iiad  not,  and  never  wonld  have  pretended 
to,  was  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  who 
covenanted  to  sarrender  them  four  millions 
thirtj-two  thonsand  acres  of  land,  with  the 
privilege  of  extending  the  northern  bonndarj 
to  Ka  mideSned  extent,  besides  large  stlpenda. 
The  Government  alone,  then,  with  a  knowledge 
of  all  these  facta,  are  responsible  for  their  pres- 
ent sitaatton;  and  they  haVe  been  reminded 
from  time  to  time,  by  petition,  resolntlan,  cor- 
respondence, and  remonstrance,  of  the  fatal 
policy.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
asked  of  Oongress  an  appropriation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  retrieve  their  sufferings, 
and  to  remove  them.  It  passed  the  Senate, 
and  was  denied  here,  under  a  pretext  of  hn- 
nnnity,  and  the  relnctanoe  of  removing  them 
to  more  northern  latitodes.  Sir,  it  must  be 
notorioos  to  every  one  not  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  Indian  character,  that  they  cannot  live 
witliin  their  present  asrigned  limits.  There  is 
no  gome ;  their  habits  are  averse  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil.  When  they  attempt  any 
thing  of  that  sort,  it  is  In  the  article  of  com — 
that  will  not  grow  there.  By  this  miserable 
policy,  the  Indians  have  been  placed  in  a  re- 
gion saited  only  to  the  caltivation  of  Sugar, 
Sea  Island  Cotton,  and  all  the  tropical  fruits, 
of  the  onltivatlOD  of  which  they  have  not  the 
most  remote  idea,  when  there  are  large  districts 
of  comitry,  weat  of  the  Mississippi,  abonnd- 
ing  in  game,  and  aaited  to  their  habits  of  life, 
and  the  only  cnMvatiua  with  which  they  are  fa- 
miliar. No  one  who  is  nnacqoainCed  with  the 
fectscan  form  any  idea  of  theinjories  and  losses 
to  which  the  United  States  have  been  exposed 
by  the  continnonce  of  the  Indians  in  this  terri- 
tory. The  large  sugar  planters  are  unwilling 
to  come  into  the  coantry;  their  capital  is  un- 
employed, the  prices  of  land  are  depreciated, 
■gncDltnre  checked,  emigration  stopped ;  land, 
parehased  by  specniatora,  for  Ute  want  of  com- 
petition ;  the  inhabitants  robbed,  and  now  mur- 
dered. These  are  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plwn,  and  which  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
remedy  by  my  feeble  exertions  since  I  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here.  If  any  gentleman  enp- 
poses  the  Indian  can  ever  be  made  to  cultivate 
the  sugar  cane,  the  olive,  vine,  or  orange,  he 
has  a  strong  conception  of  his  character.  It 
win  be  a  greater  revolation  than  all  your  arts 
of  civilixaton  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  accom- 
plidi.    There  is  bat  one  remedy,  and  that  is 


the  one  now  proposed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  their  right,  and  it  Is,  above  all, 
the  only  one  that  will  satisfy  the  higher  calla 
of  justice  and  hnmanity.  To  the  west  of  the 
Hissieuppi  there  ore  extensive  forests,  where 
the  Indians  can  indulge  in  habits  c<Higenial 
with  their  nature  aud  inclinations,  where,  fWm 
their  remote  situation,  they  wiil  notbeintmded 
upon,  or  involved  in  unavoidable  collisions. 
Tney  will  not  be  in  a  sitnation  to  famish  facil- 
ities to  an  enemy  npoQ  an  exposed  frontier,  in 
time  of  war,  or  to  murder  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, in  time  of  peace.  I  believe  that  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  1B23,  the  Indians  might 
have  been  removed,  the  Greeks  dHven  back  to 
their  nation,  and  the  Seminoles  taken  any- 
where that  the  Qovemment  would  direcb 
The  present  arrangement  has  eost  the  United 
States  near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  fonr 
millions  thirty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
the  blood  of  many  unofFending  women  and 
children,  in  all  probability,  before  this  timej 
and  they  are  In  a  worse  condition  now  than 
they  were  at  that  time. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the  r^ 
elation  wonld  pass,  and  that  some  speedy  and 
efficient  measures  would  be  adopted. 

Survwing  Officer*  of  tAa  Smohtiiim, 
Mr.  BiJHoES  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  preceding  the  bills  he  had  before 
named,  and  to  consider  these  bills.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed;  and  the  House  then  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Conotct  in  the 
chair,  on  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Bnaeas  said :  Althongh  many  things  hare 
already  been  said  coDceraing  the  subject  now 
before  the  Gommittee  of  the  whole  Bonse,  yet, 
because,  since  that  time,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Pensiona,  and  now 
comes  up  on  their  report,  some  explanation  of 
that  report  may,  at  this  time,  be  expected.  I 
stand  befbre  yon,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  aU 
tempting  to  make  that  explanation.  Every 
thing  connected  with  the  Revolutionary  war  Is 
interesting  to  the  people  bf  this  country;  bnt 
nothing  is  soo  deeply  interesting  as  the  venera- 
ble survivors  of  that  Army  which  conducted 
that  war,  in-  the  camp  and  in  the  field.  It  la 
not  from  any  powers  at  my  command,  of  plac- 
ing before  you  the  concernments  of  these  men, 
but  from  their  moral  qualities,  and  the  peculiar 
relations  existing  between  them  and  our  coun- 
try, that  I  now  hope  for  yonr  candor,  your  pa- 
tience, and  attention;  and,  notwithstanding 
their  canse  may  be  hopeless,  in  the  hands  M 
such  an  advocate,  yet  must  it,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  perfectly  secure,  before  snch  a  tribunal. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  subject  cams 
into  this  Congress  at  its  first  session,  m  conse- 
<^uence  of  the  President's  Message,  and  of  a  pe- 
tition from  the  survivors  of  those  officers  of  Uie 
Revolutionary  Army  who  continued  in  servioe 
until  the  close  of  tiie  war.  Thepetit^n  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  c<nnmittee,  and  so  much  of  the 
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Freddant's  UcsMga  u  nlatod  to  this  subject, 
to  the  Committee  imlGUtftryPeiuioiu.  Inthe 
oonrae  of  detMto  on  the  Ull*  n^ectivalj  re- 
ported b;  theN  oommittoMi,  t  reoommitmeDt, 
viUi  Instrootioiu,  wu  tDOved--«Dd  tbej  were 
both,  with  iiutmotioiu,  reomnmitted;  the  rfr- 
ralt  of  that  reoommitiiKnt  ia  the  report  <rf  tiie 
Committee  (m  ICUitery  Fennona,  nude  in  por- 
munoe  of  those  instmctioDa,  and  stating  "  the 
number  of  thoee  who  served  ia  the  IteTolntion- 
■rj  war,  for  whom  provision  ought  to  be  made 
bj  law,  the  amomit  neceaaarj  to  make  aocb 
nrovieton,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  Ehonld 
M  made,"  This  report  is  now  before  this  com- 
mittee, and  k  complete  explanation  renden  it 
neoeaaarj'  to  divide  those  for  whom,  accord- 
ing to  this  report,  proviettm  ought  to  be  made 
bj  law,  into  two  classes.  The  first  compre- 
hends all  the  snrvivora  of  thoee  offlcera,  wIki 
oontinoed  in  lervice  till  the  oloee  of  ttte  war, 
anppoaed  to  be  fonr  hondred,  together  with  the 
aarviviDK  widows  of  anch  of  those  officers  as 
have  died  sinee  that  time,  aoppoaed  to  be  three 
bnndred  and  fort^-eeven. 

The  amount  neceeaarr  to  mihe  prorinon  for 
tliis  daaa,  is,  In  this  report,  aUted  M  tl,000,> 
000.  The  manner  in  which  this  provlnon 
onght  to  be  made,  ia  therein  proposed  and  de- 
taued,  pvin«  to  BDch  offlcera  800,000  dollars, 
to  be  distnfnited  to  them  according  to  their 
rank  and  my,  while  in  service,  in  a  atook  bear- 
ing a  yeany  intereet  of  five  per  cent,  payable 
aoarterlj,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasnre  of 
le  nation.  The  amount  of  800,000  dollars, 
provided  for  the  widowaof  thia  data,  i«  q^lled 
to  their  relief  hj  PVtng  to  each  ol  them  out 
<rf  it,  one  hundred  doQiua  a  year,  in  quarterlj 
pafioenta.  This  fund  ia  to  be  annually  charged 
with  these  pa;menta,  and  the  baUaoa  annuall; 
credited  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent  It  is 
calculated  that  this  fond,  so  managed,  will 
make  provisian  tor  these  venerable  matrons 
during  the  remainder  of  their  Uvea,  The  bal- 
ance, if  say  then  remain,  will  fall  to  the  Treaa- 
UT  of  the  United  States. 

The  second  oUsa  oomprehenda  all  the  surviv- 
ora  of  those  who,  bi  the  Revolutionary  war, 
were  engaged  in  the  land  or  saval  service  of 
the  ITnited  Statea  during  the  contjnoed  term 
of  idne  mtwtfas  or  npwarda,  hieing  recnlar 
tro<q>^  either  o^  or  not  of  the  line,  and  not 
being  peoriooera  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  one  of  them.  It  alao  comprehends  all  the 
■nrviving  widows  of  snch  as  aerved  in  manner 
aa  aforeaaid,  and  who  were  alao  not  on  any  roll 
<^  pen^nera.  The  number  of  men  of  this 
dan,  for  whom  provision  onght  to  be  made  by 
law,  is  stated  by  the  report,  and  stated  on  die 
authority  of  facte  drawn  from  the  Department 
of  War.  The  number  of  the  army  now  alive, 
(not  indnding  the  officers  of  the  first  dosa,)  ia 
not  more  than  18,500;  ofthea«,600  are  regu- 
lar troops,  not  of  the  line,  and  served  from  one 
to  three  years.  On  the  continental  eatablish- 
ment  are  l,d00,  who  served  nine  mimths  or  up- 
wards; 2,000  who  aerved  one  year  or  npwardfl  I 
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S,000  who   aerved  two  yean  or 

and    11,600  who  aerved  three  yeara  or 

wards.    The  number  bow 
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Th«  numbw,  tberefwe,  not  oo  the 


eivB,  im  who(B  ptdtWoi 
oa^ttobemadebylaw,ie6,6IS,  Itiailatad 
in  the  repmt,  and  the  atatemcnt  ia  made  fivaa 
calcolationa,  that  the  munber  <rf  widowa  of  fiiia 
daaa  ia  about  4,730.  The  amonnt  mceamy 
to  make  provtaion  for  thia  elaas,  is  in  tbe  re- 
port stated  at  $8,000,000.  Tb«  maimer  of 
'"i^i"g  this  jMvvision,  is  rfmllar  to  the  ■w""* 
of  making  that  for  tfaoae  <rf  die  odiar  daoL  It 
condsta  In  creating  $1,200,000  of  fire  per  c«ot. 
stocks,  and  distritmdHg  tlt«n  according  to  rank 
and  duration  of  Ume  in  aarvioet  to  tbi*  last 
remnant  of  the  Bevidvtiixiary  army;  and,  is 
appropriating  $800,000  to  the  oreatioD  of  a 
fund,  out  of  wUeh  to  p^  amniitiea  of  $Se  eadi 
to  the  anrriving  widowa,  of  avch  <A  tfala  dan 
of  the  army  a*  have  now  paaaed  beyond  the 
reach  of  national  mnnifiMace.  Ton,  therefwe, 
have,  sir,  in  this  r^mrt,  according  to  the  in- 
atnictions,  the  probable  number  ^  those  who 


The  reasons  inducing  your  coounittee  to  make 
this  report,  involve  many  oondderatioDs.  Thia 
committM  hod  in  view  die  character  of  the 
aamy ;  the  nature  of  thdr  aervioe ;  thdr  eon.- 
pensation. 

It  may,  by  some,  be  deemed  a  waste  of  time 
to  speak  of  the  ehsracter  of  an  arm  v  which  fills 
so  large  a  qiaoe  in  the  histmy  of  the  last  cen- 
' —  It  ia  not  00  oonddered  by  thoee  who 
to  place  tiie  whde  of  thia  subject  under 
one  view,  and  to  moke  one  more  attempt  to 
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one  view,  auu  mi  uuute  uno  Divrv  «uaBi[i»  w 
redeem  their  country  ftfom  any  imptitation  tt 
iiOuetice  or  iUiberali^r  towards  this  army.  Be- 
sides, it  was  not  forgotten  that  in  thia  House  it 


tlie  country  ftata  ita  consequences.  Althon^ 
all  who  know  the  fb:ts  must  know  that  none  of 
the  rdationa  of  veririmilitnde  «ii*t  betweoi 
those  focta,  and  theae  aseertiona;  yet,  becMse 
what  w«  are  dtdng  to-^y  vQl  become  a  part 
of  the  history  of  that  army,  and  of  our  oouu- 
try,  I  would  not  permit  that  history  to  pan 
into  the  hands  ot  the  diildren  of  fhtnre  gcne- 
ralions,  with  one  page  where  such  aseerttooa 
footid,  for  one  moment,  didt«  under  rilencft 
or  stood  an  instant  unrdMed  by  the  recordea 
tnilb.  The  character  of  this  army,  sir,  has 
stood  nnimpeached,  while  the  greatest  men  on 
earth  hqve  been  calumniated.  That  "alander 
which  doth  belie  all  comers  of  the  worid," 
bod  Dot  belied  this  army.  General  WashiiM- 
ton,  in  his  letter  to  Congrese,  dat«d  Itarch  ISth, 
1783,  gives  this  hi^  testimonial  to  their  glwi- 
OQB  character :  "I  am,"  ai^s  thia  Uluatrioos 
man,  "  [deading  the  cause  of  an  army  wUeh 
haa  done  and  anfitevd  mwe  than  any  other 
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KB^  erer  did,  ia  the  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  hwnan  nature." 

Mr.  Bdbsbs  moTed  to  strike  out  all  of  the  bill 
iHtr  the  «aacttag  cluue,  and  insert  on  entirelj 
Da«  bill. 

Befiffa  anj  qaeetion  iros  taken  on  thU  motion, 
Mr.  HnCBiiJ^  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committea  tise,  repeat  prograsa,  and  hare  leare 
to  rit  again. 

The  motion  prerailed. 

Fbid^t,  Janiuuy  6. 
2favy  Tard  at  Philadalphia. 

Ht.  ButHJETT,  from  the  Naral  Committee, 
raportad  the  following  Joint  tetolation : 

"  RiKlvad  ty  M«  Smote  and  Hoatt  of  Repnunt- 
ttua  ^  tkt  UnUtd  State*  of  Amenta  tn  ConffTea 
utewiiUd,  That  tbe  Secretair  of  the  Hitj  be  di- 
rected to  leqiwat  the  GorenmuiDt  of  tbe  Stata  of 
Peanajliiaiua  to  cede  to  the  United  States  jurisdio- 
tiiui  oTer  gnch  \tada  as  are  owned  b;  the  Uiuted 
Staler  ud  improTed  for  public  purpoaea,  at  the 
Kst;  Tard  near  Pbiladelphia." 

This  resc^Dtioii  was  twice  raad. 

ICr.  Bastxbtt,  in  reporting  this  resoInUon, 
said,  that  the  olyeot  of  it  was  to  pnt  thia  Navy 
Tard  OQ  the  same  footing  with  other  aimiliu- 
estaUiabments  of  the  United  States.  The 
ETiwnd  covered  by  it  had  been  subjeotod  to 
tales  DDder  the  authoritj  of  the  State  of  Fenn- 
■ylTonia.  On  bvestisation,  i  t  appeared  that  no 
rif^t  had  been  aognired  by  the  United  States  to 
jnrisdiction  over  it ;  and  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy  has  not  felt  himself  aotborixed  to  apply 
fiw  tbe  cesmon  withont  previous  aothorizotion  by 
CoogreoB.  Upon  this  state  of  things  this  reso- 
lution was  fbnnded. 

Mr.  WcBTS  took  this  opportnnity  to  explain 
bis  new  of  this  subject.  At  the  last  ses»oa  of 
Congress,  many  ^ntlemen  had  thought  this 
property  bad  been  snbjected  to  a  State  tax  by 
fie  anthority  of  the  Legislntrire  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  was  not  the  bet,  because 
there  waa  no  direct  State  land  tax  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. Bat  it  had  been  snl^ected  to  county  rates. 
The  coun^  o£Scers  bad  no  right  to  omit  these 
Itnda  in  their  asseesment,  until  they  should  bo 
ezempted  by  the  State  authority  from  taxation. 
This  had  itot  been  asked  by  the  Oovemment  of 
the  United  States:  if  it  had  been,  it  woold  not 
have  been  refaaed.  If  now  asked,  he  presmned 
the  State  woald  assent  to  the  request,  as  it  had 
di»e  to  a  fitrmer  request  in  reference  to  streets 
niBning  throng  the  yard.  The  resolution  now 
b^re  the  House  was  in  a  difierent  spirit,  and 
of  a  different  character  from  that  before  the 
Hoose  at  the  last  session,  on  the  same  sobject, 
and  be  aaw  no  reaaou  to  oppose  its  poaeaffe. 

The  reeolotioa  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

THtrnminating  DutUt  on  SwdiA  YeaeU. 

Mr.  ToMLrasoif,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
Vorwegiui  vessel^  and  the  merchandise  im- 
TouIX^-S4 


ported  therein,  from  the  payment  of  discrimina- 
ting duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  for  a  limited 
time,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  having  received  two  readings — 

Ur.  ToKLiN^ON  remarked,  that,  before  making 
a  motion  whioii  he  intended  to  make  with  the 
view  of  giving  a  direction  to  the  bill  which 
would  enable  htm  to  bring  it  to  tbe  considera- 
tton  of  the  House  at  an  early  day,  he  would 
take  leave  briefly  to  exphuo  the  necessity  of 
promptly  paaung  the  bill. 

Hr.  T.  proceeded  to  state  that,  on  the  26tli 
of  September  last,  the  oommeraial  trea^  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway,  of  tbe  4th  of  September, 
1  SI 6,  expired.  By  that  treaty  American  vessels, 
theircargoes,  of  American  prodnce,  wereentitled 
and  exempted  from  the  payment  of  discriml- 
aating  dnties  of  tonnage  and  Impost  in  the 
Swedish  ports  and  vessels;  and  their  cargoes, 
belonging  to  the sabjectsof  the  King  of  Sweden, 
were  entitled  to  a  like  exemption  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States.  The  Oharg^  d'Afiairea 
of  the  King  of  Sweden,  at  Washington,  on  the 
26th  of  September  last;  ofBcially  annouaoed  to 
oar  Oovemment,  that  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
determined  to  observe  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  on  his  part,  althoagh  tue  same  had  ex- 
pired. SwedisQ  vessels  have  recently  arrived 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  been 
snbjected,  by  the  exisUng  laws,  to  the  pigment 
of  the  discriminstlag  duties,  which  hod  been 
suspended  by  the  treaty. 

The  coarse  to  be  puraned  by  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States  is  plain.    It  nusht  to  reci- 

iirocate  the  frank  and  friendly  conduct  of  the 
Cing  of  Sweden,  and  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  the  pro- 
duce of  Sweden  and  Norway,  arriving  in  the 
porti  of  the  Unit«d  States,  from  tite  payment 
of  discriminatiDg  dntiee  for  a  limited  time. 
This  time,  said  he,  need  not  be  lon^;  for  the 
expectation  may  be  justly  entertained,  that 
the  negotiation  pending  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments will  speedily  terminate  in  the  renewal 
of  the  expired  treaty.  This  Government,  too, 
ought  promptly  to  refund  or  remit  any  discrimi- 
nating duties  that  may  have  been  p^dorsecm^ 
to  be  paid,  under  any  such  circumstances. 

The  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

SxTCBDAT,  January  6, 
Etmotal  ef  ChotUuo  and  Ohiekataw  Indiana. 
Mr.  Haile  moved  the  following  resolntioni : 
I.  Aeiolval,  ^Hut  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  iastrocted  to  inquire  into  the  eipcdicucj  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriition  to  ud  the  removal  of  aoch 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  as  Diayt>e  disposed 
to  emigrate  west  of  the  lUssisaippi. 

8.  Jtetohed,  That  the  same  committee  be  farther 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedleney  of  rtim- 
buisiog  to  such  of  tbe  miaa«iaries  as  may  aeeom' 
pany  the  said  Indiana  in  tb^  removal,  the  nioaar 
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expended  by  them  In  the  erec^oa  of  buildings,  to 
lid  them  in  the  erection  of  oibet  buildings  for 

In  rapport  of  the  first  refloIaUon,  Mr.  Hailb 
obserr^  that  It  most  be  well  known  to  the 
HooM,  tliot,  to  make  farther  nppropriations  fur 
tbe  purpose  of  obtuning  Uad  from  the  Indians, 
\>f  treaty,  was  perfeoUf  useless.  It  was  ao, 
because  the  Indians  are  oompletelj  under  the 
control  of  white  men,  whose  interest  ts  adverse 
to  snch  ces^on.  The  object  embraced  in  the 
resolntion  was  Important  not  to  Utssissippi 
tJooe,  bnt  to  all  States  similarly  oiroTimstanced 
in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It  was  the 
i&tereet  of  all  anch  States  that  everj  facility 
Bhoold  be  given  for  the  removal  of  this  popula- 
tion to  the  weat  of  the  Hisdsslppi ;  and  the;^ 
wotild  have  emigrated  long  since,  if  there  bad 
been  anj  appropriation  for  the  pnrpose  of  aid- 
ing them  in  their  removaL  Bat  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  ooantrj'  throngh  which  they 
bad  to  pass,  and  they  never  would  cross  the 
■wamps  and  go  to  the  place  assigned  for  their 
futare  abode,  unless  some  steps  were  taken  to 
encourage  and  assist  them.  [Mr,  H.  here  read 
the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  this  snbiect :  "  Hany  of 
the  Indians  (Choctsws)  are  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, bat  are  so  ignorant  of  the  route,  or  the 
means  by  whioh  tney  can  reach  the  contem- 
plated settlement,  that  they  are  deterred  from 
making  an  effort ;  but,  with  an  active,  intelli- 
gent condactor,  who  oonld  Inform  them  where, 
and  how,  they  coald  obtun  sach  tuds  as  the 
Oovemment  will  famish  them  on  the  route, 
many  would,  in  my  opinion,  soon  aet  ont  for  a 
country  so  much  better  adapted  to  their  wants 
and  habits  than  where  they  now  are."]  The 
ot^ect  of  the  second  resolution  he  stated  to  be, 
to  reimbnrse  the  miarionaries  now  among  the 
ChickasawB  and  Ohoctaws  for  the  value  of  the 
sdiool-houses  they  have  erected,  and  which 
most,  in  case  of  removal,  be  abandoned.  He 
considered  it  politic  in  Government  to  concil- 
iate theee  missionaries,  aa  no  measure  conld 
BDCceed  among  the  Indians  if  these  persons  ex- 
erted their  influence  to  oppose  it.  lie  consid- 
ered it  as  highly  important  that  the  missiona- 
ries should  accompany  the  tribes  in  their  re- 
moTal,  aa  their  presence  and  influence  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Mississippi  might  operate  to 
prevent  bloodshed  among  the  different  tribes. 

Mr.  OooEB  (Ohairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affurs)  sud,  that  if  his  friend  from 
Mississippi  had  pdd  attention  to  a  bill  which 
it  session,  been  reported  by  the 
rhiofa  he  belonged,  and  had  been 
resent  session,  he  felt  persuaded 
lave  offered  this  resolution,  lie 
examining  that  bill,  that  it  went 
ban  the  resolution — including  ' 
til  the  Indians  who  were  to  i 
iring  whatever  was  requisitevto 
lovaL  Should  that  bill  pass  ' 
of  the  resolution  would  be 
not,  tben  it  would  be  ineipedi- 


and  improper  to  make  a  distinction  b»- 
tween  the  Indians  of  Mississippi  and  those  in 
other  States  quite  as  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
them.  If  the  resolution  should  be  adopted,  its 
only  effect  would  be  to  pve  the  CommitUe  on 
Indian  Affairs  the  trouble  of  stating,  in  a  writ- 
ten report,  the  same  things  in  subrtance  ss  !m 
had  now  stated  verbally. 

Mr.  Uailk  disdumed  ell  intention  to  etnbsr- 
rasB  that  committee ;  but  the  Stato  be  bad  the 
honor  to  represent  was  peculiarly  dtnated— 
two-thirds  of  its  chartered  limits  were  occu- 
pied by  Indians,  and  oue  of  the  lai^eet  connliu 
in  the  State  was  separated  by  their  inteipost- 
tion  from  the  rest  of  the  settled  portion  of  tb« 
country ;  henoe,  great  inoonrenlenoe  arose,  (•■ 
pecially  with  respect  to  absconding  debton, 
taxable  land,  iai.  It  might  be  true  that  Ihs 
bill  covered  all  tbs  objects  of  the  reeolDttoa; 
bnt  it  included  other  provisions  which  mi^ 
cause  its  rejection,  and  to  which  the  resdnlian 
would  not  be  eipos^.  Similar  laws  hid 
passed  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  other  Stain; 

Jet  Mississippi  had  waited  witJi  patience,  um 
ad  never  i^en  clamorous  for  her  rights,  Ac 
Mr.  MoLxiJt,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  propose  to  do  by  resolutiM 
what  had  already  been  done  in  a  bill,  reporttd 
by  the  very  committee  named  in  the  resotntiML 
The  Chur  decided  that,  if  the  resolittian 
oontahied  no  matter  different  &om  the  bill,  it 
would  not  be  in  order ;  bnt  he  believed  tbi( 
part  of  it  in  relation  to  reimbursing  the  )ni>- 
sionaries  for  their  sehool-honses  was  not  in  the 
bill.    The  resolution  was,  therefore,  not  out  li 

Mr.  MoLkui  then  moved  to  lay  it  npoo  tba 
table,  whioh  prevailed,  and  the  resolntion  wu 
laid  en  the  table  accordingly. 

[On  a  subsequent  day  the  resolutions  wars 
agreed  to.] 

Erportation  <tf  Fnt  People  of  Color. 

Mr.  Wbbvs  ofTered  the  following  resoiutioo: 

Rttolvtd,  That  a  special  committee  be  appoiaud 
by  this  House,  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  "^ 
inskiDg  an  appropriatioD  for  the  transportalioii  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  wish  to  be  seoi  to 
the  colony  at  Liberia. 

Mr.  WsmiB  said  it  was  not  hia  intention,  st 
the  moment  of  oSering  a  subject  of  this  nstiir* 
for  the  consideration  (tf  this  honorable  bodv,  to 
attempt  entering  into  the  merits  of  tlie  propo- 
sition, because  he  would  wish  it  to  remsic  ti^ 
consideration  ;  bnt,  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  he  would  state,  in  as  condensed  a  man' 
ner  as  possible,  two  reasons  that  had  infloencw 
his  mind,  with  the  hope  that  it  might  indoM 
every  member  of  Congress  to  examine  well  IJ* 
snbject  In  Maryland,  said  he,  the  State  wbidi 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  hu 
been  found  impracticable  to  extend  to  tbis  tin- 
happy  part  of  our  community,  equal  rights,  u 
criminals,  in  the  blessings  even  of  peniteul'VT 
oonflnement.  At  first  we  did,  until  it  vt» 
found  that,  in  a  few  more  jetx^  a  bnil^ 
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toveriag  ten  or  twelve  ooros  wonid  not,  perhapa, 
ooDtftia  them.  Baoishment,  therefore,  haa  boen 
mbctitntod,  and,  althooKti  funuahed  with  ■ 
copy  of  the  record,  they  have  no  seonrity  for 
fbtare  liberty :  oa  the  contrary,  lliey  are  pnr- 
ehased  and  carried  to  a  distanDe;  and  it  is 
ni^y  believed  that  they  are  no  sooner  beyond 
the  confines  of  the  Btate,  than  they  are  robbed 
of  tiiat  evidence,  and  carried  into  slavery  for 
IiAl  B^retted,  as  this  mast  be,  by  all  men  of 
(Mling,  there  ia  no  remedy,  it  would  aeem^  left ; 
K>  that,  in  troth,  whilst  we  are  endeavonng  to 
prevent  the  elave  trade  being  any  longer  car- 
ried on  by  American  citii»D9  abroad,  we  are, 
in  fact,  carrying  it  on  at  home.  Another  rea- 
iOD  ia,  sir,  that  now,  gatiafied  of  their  degraded 
ritnation,  a  large  number  of  the  free  blaoka  of 
Maryland  have  memorialized  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  on  the  sabject,  malting  a  strong  ap- 
Mal  to  thur  best  feelings  of  charity  and  justice ; 
iDvitioK  assistance  sufficient  only  to  waft  tbem 
to  tbe  land  of  their  fore&thera — to  the  yonng 
colony  at  Uberia,  where  they  expect  to  be  able, 
as  humble  instmments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Great  I  AM,  to  canse  the  wilderness  to  rejdce, 
and  the  heathen  become  tbe  worshippers  of 
the  Lving  God.  They  have  reminded  ns  of  our 
ancestors,  when  forced  by  persecution  to  emi- 
grate to  this  conntry — then  a  savage  wilder- 
Mss ;  now  the  Paradise  of  the  world.  And 
■ball  wa  not  endeavor  to  do  something  to  meet 
this  call  i  thereby  uding  in  the  very  object, 
parh^is,  which  was  intended  to  be  produced, 
when  onr  forefathers  were  persuaded  to  bring 
tbran  here  t  For  I  never  can  consent,  sir,  to 
view  it  in  any  other  light  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  right  of  property  of  this  sort  of  porohasa 
with  oor  money,  has  been  reoognized  under 
every  dispensatjon  fh>m  God  to  man.  It  is  the 
Jnstice  an^  humanity  of  the  oot,  sir,  that  influ- 
encM  my  conduct,  and  not  a  belief  that  there 
la  any  thing  like  a  mine  that  may  be  blown  up 

with  a  mateh 

Kr.  W.  was  here  interrnpted  by  Mr.  Wbb- 
REB,  who  made  a  point  of  order  r  inquiring  if 
it  was  in  order  to  discuss  a  resolotion,  when 
tbe  person  who  offered  it  himself  expressed  his 
intention  to  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table — a 
motion  to  lay  any  proportion  upon  the  table 
not  being  debatable. 
AAer  eom^  explanations  by  the  Ohair, 
Mr.  Wkbstkb  demanded  that  tbe  previous 
question  of  eotuidtratton  be  taken. 

The  question  was  accordingly  taken,  "  Will 
the  Honse   now   consider    the    resolution ! 
And  it  was  decided  in  the  negaUve  by  a  large 
majority. 
Bo,  for  the  present,  the  subject  passed  ofEl 

TtntsDAT,  January  0. 

Afp^tatenti  cf  Chargii  dt»  Affiiira. 

The  following   resolnlion,  moved   by  Mi 

Bun  yesterday  and  laid  upon  the  table,  ws 

called  up  and  read : 

"Raatwd,  That  the  Fieddent  of  the  United 


[H.  or  K. 

Btfttes  be  requested  to  commimicite  to  this  House 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  number  of  ChareSs 
de«  ASairas  bare  beeo  appointed  since  tbe  lit  thy 
of  January,  1823,  without  tbe  advice  and  consent  of 
tbe  SeoBle ;  and  whether,  in  any  case,  such  appoint- 
ment  has  been  made  after  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  intention  of  a  Hiniater  abroad  to  return,  and 
after  his  successor  had  been  appointed ;  also,  by 
what  authority,  and  what  length  of  time  did  said 
temporary  appointment  continue,  what  the  duties  to 
be  discharged  and  what  the  compenaation  pud." 

Ur.  Bbest  having  inquired  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  Tennessee  what  was  his  predse  object  in 
moving  this  call — 

Mr.  Bi-UB  stated  the  grounds  on  which  ha 
had  brought  this  motion ;  bat  the  position  of 
Uie  reporter  prevented  his  bearing  him  as  dis- 
tinctly as  he  could  wish.  Mr.  B.  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that  he  bad  been  informed,  that 
in  one  case  at  leaat^  our  Ministers  abroad  had 
appointed  Charges  des  Affaires  to  succeed 
them,  who  had  received  not  only  tbe  salary 
annexed  to  that  office,  but  also  the  outfit.  He 
hod  looked  in  vain  intb  the  constitation  and  ib» 
laws  for  any  authority  in  any  foreign  Minister, 
to  make  such  apDointmeat ;  and,  if  the  fact 
was  OS  he  supposea,  the  public  money  had  been 
pud  to  a  person  not  authorized  to  receive  it. 
As  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  this 
Union,  he  said  he  felt  it  to  be  nis  duty  to  n  ' 


ihed,  therefore,  to  have  tbe  fiacts  authenti- 
cally before  him. 

Mr.  FossTTH  (Cbiurman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said,  it  bad  been  the  constant 

Cictice  of  the  Government  for  many  years,  to 
vo  persons  charged  with  their  affairs  with  for- 
eign nations,  when  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  either  died  at  his  post,  or  was  temporarily 
absent  The  persons  charged  with  our  a&irs  in 
such  cases,  were  sometimes  designated  before 
hand  by  the  Government,  anticipating  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  them,  or  left  by  the  Minister 
when  the  Government  had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  its  directions.  A  moments  reflection 
would  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  the  public  interests  required  these  trusts 
to  be  confided.  The  person  charged  tempo- 
rarily with  onr  affairs  abroad,  generally  the 
Secretary  of  L^ation,  was  usually  allowed 
compensation  for  these  services,  in  addition  to 
his  pay  as  Secretary  of  Legation— paid,  Mr.  F. 
presumed,  out  of  the  contingent  fimd  of  foreign 
intercourse.  Mr.  F.  knew  nothing  of  the  facts 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  allnded, 
and  cert^nly  was  not  opposed  to  the  Inquiry  he 
proposed.  If  there  had  been  any  thing  wron^ 
it  ought  to  be  known,  and  the  error  corrects 
or  exposed. 

Mr.  Everett  swd  he  should  not  oppose  the 
call  proposed  by  the  resolution.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  amendment  which  he  should  suggest 
to  the  resolution  would  go  to  make  it  more 
comprehend ve,  by  striking  out  the  limitation 
which  itpropMed  as  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry. 


H.  w  R..] 

He  moved  then  to  strike  ont  the  first  d&j  of 
January,  1826,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
fourth  daj  of  Uarch,  1789,  bo  that  the  whole 
practice  of  the  Government  should  be  brought 
to  the  view  of  this  Honse,  and  an  oj>portDnit; 
given  to  members  to  make  up  their  opinions 
imderstandinglj. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  uii,  the  idea  which  some 
seemed  to  ent«rtain,  that  diplomatic  appoint- 
ments  are  regulated  bj  stata^  was  entirely  er- 
roneons.  He  thought  that  matter  had  been 
flilly  understood  in  this  House,  whatever  errors 
of  opinion  on  the  subjeot  mignt  exist  out  of  it. 
The  power  of  appointing  foreign  Uinisters  was 
pven  by  the  constitntion  to  the  Zxeoutjve — to 
the  President  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con~ 
•ent  of  the  Senate.  The  ofBce  exists  hy  the 
laws  of  nations ;  the  oonstitution  prescribes  the 
mode  of  appointing  to  it.  The  practice,  Kr.  W. 
teii,  had  unifoimly  been,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  stated  it  On  the  death  of  a  Min- 
ister, the  Secretary  of  Legation  attached  to  the 
mission,  becomes  ipto  Jaeto  tho  Oharg6  dee  Af- 


inconvenience  resulted  Eh>m  the ' 
power  by  out  Uinistera,  when  aboat  to  leave 
their  stations;  and  still  less  in  the  case  of  a 
Secretary  of  Legation  becoming  Oharg^  des  Af- 
fiiires  by  the  death  of  a  Minister — that  being  an 
opportonity  for  serving  their  friends,  which  he 
imagined  oar  Ministers  abroad  do  not  very 
much  covet  Mr.  W.  thooght  the  answer  to 
the  inquiry  would  be  too  voluminous,  by  its 
embracmg  an  account  of  what  duties  these  per- 
sons have  discharged :  and  he  sn^eeted  to  the 
gentleman  the  propriety  of  Striking  ont  that 
nart  of  the  resolution :  in  which  ah^e  he  shoold 
hove  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BroHANAJT  said,  since  the  gentleman 
from  Tenaessee  had  consented  to  accept  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr,  Etbrbtt,)  he  cared  very 
little  whether  the  resolution  passed  or  not.  It 
had  become  so  eitensive,  that  the  object  of  it 
would  be  defeated.  Mr.  B.  sdd  he  had  under- 
stood the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  to  make  a 
distinct  charge — if  he  did  not,  Mr.  B.  wished 
him  to  say  so — that  not  only  hod  a  Minister  of 
the  United  States  abroad  appointed  a  ChargS  des 
Affaires  on  his  leaving  the  station,  (which  ap- 
pointment Mr.  B.  admitted  was  necessary  and 
proper,)  hot  that  that  Chargfe,  besides  receiving 
the  salary  attached  to  that  omce,  during  the  time 
be  held  it,  had  received  an  ontSt.  He  Knew  not 
whetherhewascorreetin  this  impression;  but, 
if  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
correct  him.  But,  if  the  gentleman  had  received 
such  information  as  this,  and  the  information 
was  tmo,  no  practice  whatever  could  make  it  a 
correct  proceeding.  Previous  practice  might  jus- 
tify the  oppointment  of  a  Chargfi  des  Affaires, 
and  the  allowance  of  a  salary  to  him ;  but  it 
conld  never  justify  an  eipenditnre  from  the 
contingent  fimd  for  allowing  him  an  ontfit  in 
addition  to  the  salary.  This  distinct  fact  had 
been  proposed  to  be  mqnired  into;  but,  by  the 
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amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Mat- 
sachusetts,  and  accepted  by  the  gentieman  fntt 
Tennessee,  that  ringle  point  would  be  smodi- ' 
ered  under  a  mass  of  documents,  which,  if  re- 
ceived within  any  reasonable  tim^  would  be«ii- 
tirely  useless.  Mr.  B.  added  another  renurk: 
If  the  salary  of  our  Mimsters  abroad  was  so 
low  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  retain 
to  the  country,  annnally,  to  receive  an  01^  to 
enable  them  to  appear  in  a  manner  becoming 
our  Kenreaentatives  at  foreign  Governmenti, 
that  salary  ought  to  be  increased.  If  it  iru 
not  so,  the  practice  of  changing  our  Minirten 
abroad  every  year,  conld  not  be  justified.  It 
was  a  practice  which  must  be  essentially  ia- 
jnrious  to  the  interests  of  the  country :  for,  it 
a  negotiation  was  opened  abroad,  the  ICni^ 
tor  often  returned  before  it  was  compleled, 
leaving  the  matter  nnsettled,  greatly  to  the  det- 
riment of  our  intorest  Mr.  B.  conclnded  I9 
saying,  that  he  had  no  particular  objection  to 
the  resolution :  but  he  sn^ested  to  the  geDll^ 
man  from  Tennessee,  whether,  dogged  ta  it 
now  was,  he  hod  not  better  abandon  the  rcso- 
Intdon  altogether,  and  on  another  day  brint  in 
a  new  resolution,  confined  to  tho  object  wbioh 
he  had  specially  in  view. 

Mr.WaBnss  said,  notwithstanding  the  solemn 
denial  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  it  is  as  tiM 
as  it  was  before  he  rose,  that  there  is  no  stiUiU 
or  law  of  Congress  prescribing  what  numberd 
public  Ministors  or  other  diplomatic  figente, 
should  he  appointed,  or  to  what  courts,  (St  on 
what  occasions  they  shonld  be  sent  He  (Ur. 
W.)  hod  said,  and  now  repeated,  that  a  lUni^ier 
was  a  national  fbnctiona^,  known  to  the  li' 
of  nations ;  the  office  had  its  origin,  and  derind 
its  character  from  that  law.  "nie  constitntJM 
recognized  the  office,  as  existing  in  the  iat«^ 
course  of  nations,  and  vested  the  appointnieiit 
of  the  officer  in  the  President  and  Senate.  It 
belonged  to  the  Executive  to  decide  on  vliti 
occasions  Public  Ministers  should  beappoioltd, 
and  to  what  courts,  and  to  decide  on  th»r  diud- 
ber.  He  did  not  say  now,  whether  ail  t'* 
might,  or  might  not,  be  regulated  by  law.  He 
spoke  only  to  the  fact  It  was  not  so  rwiUted 
nor  ever  had  been.  The  only  law  on  the  (ob- 
ject was  that  which  limited  the  power  of  iJ* 
President  as  to  the  amount  of  salary  allowed  to 
these  officers.  Here  Oongress  had  set  boundi 
In  all  other  respects  the  snbjeot  rested  in  £i' 
ecutive  discretion.  He  was  at  Issue  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  Oeoi^a  on  a  plain  mtitttj* 
fact,  an  inaniry  as  to  what  the  statute  contan- 
ed,  nehaasaid,and  herepeated,thatthere*» 
no  other  statute  provision  except  that  viaa 
limited  the  compensation.  If  there  were  «W 
other,  the  gentleman  fhim  Geor^a  conld  esaiJ 
turn  to  it;  and  he  particularly  mvited  himW 

Soint  it  out  If  he  shoutd  not  do  so,  his  soleiiu 
enisl  of  what  he  had  said,  that  was,  that  w 
particular  mission  or  ministerial  appointnKA 
was  made  in  pursuance  of  any  8totiite,_  ^ooM 
still  not  shake  the  truth  of  that  propoddon. 
Mr.  Powell  said,  that,  whenevw  there  vM 
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Ii  Eiiffl;cation  of  abas©  of  power  by  the  Eiecn- 
tivc,  he  thought  it  became  the  dutj  of  this 
HoQM  to  sustain  any  ioqaii7  Into  snch  abuse, 
which  was  proposed.  If  the  Execntivo  has 
■bnsed  his  power  it  OQRht  to  be  known,  and  if 

E-uvcd,  to  undergo  the  reprobation  of  this 
OQEte.  I(  however,  he  has  strictly  discharged 
his  duty,  it  was  dne  to  him  that  the  HouBe 
shoold  institnte  the  inqciry,  to  reUeve  him 
from  nnjuBt  imputation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  resolution  would  be  allowed  to  pass  ' 
tbe  sbap^  which  it  had  assumed. 

Ur.  Wkb8tbr  B^d,  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
UDderstood,  that  be  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  now  amended:  his 
only  objection,  was  its  violation,  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  spirit  of  the  rules  of  the  Hoose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  as  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

■Wkmtssd*!,  January  10. 
Liati  Claima  in  Ohio. 
The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
TTholo,  Mr,  Hamu.^  in  the  cLiur,  on  the  bill 
"providing  for  the  relinquishment  of  certain 
cluDis  to  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  In  tbe 
State  i,f  Ohio." 

[This  bill,  which  refers  to  the  gore  of  land 
IriDgiietween  what  are  known  as  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts'  lines,  had  twice  passed  tlie  House  at 
furnier  Eeesioas,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  for 
TBQtof  time  to  act  npou  it.  As  the  bill  is 
of  local  interest  merely,  a  saccinct  statemeni 
the  grounds  of  controversy,  with  a  few  of  the 
leading  arKD men ts  on  each  side  only,  are  given. 
When  V  irginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
great  body  of  her  Western  lands,  among  other 
conditions  of  the  cession  was  one  for  satisfving 
ont  of  those  lands  the  claims  of  a  certain  bod;  of 
her  militia  nnder  General  Clarke;  and  if  certain 
tracts  south  of  the  Ohio  River  should  prove 
insufficient  for  thU  object,then  an  additional  tract 
yua  set  apart  on  tlie  north  side  of  that  river. 
Tbe  case  contemplated,  occurred.  The  lands 
■oath  of  the  Ohio  were  insufficient,  and  the 
tract  on  the  north  of  it  was  to  be  appropriated, 
Tbis  tract  had  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south,  the 
Scioto  on  the  east,  the  IJttle  Miami  on  the  west, 
■od  on  the  north  a  line  miming  from  ihe  soarce 
ofoaeof  theserivers  tothesonrceof  the  otJier. 
The  Uoited  States  Surveyor's  Dame  was  Lud- 
k>v;  he  traced  the  Little  Uiami  to  iu  source ; 
«id,  as  the  Scioto  lay  far  east,  he  naturally 
Bcnclnded  tliat  its  sunrca  would  be  east  of 
the  source  of  tbe  Miami.  He  accordingly 
wmmenced  at  the  source  of  the  Miami,  and 
nn  a  random  line  in  such  a  direction  as  he  snp- 
poRtdHonld  bring  him  ontnearthe  head  waters 
w  the  Scioto;  but  when  this  line  had  been  run 
»»  &r  as  to  meet  the  Indian  boundary,  the  In- 
"isM  met  ttie  party,  and  prevented  their  pro- 
weding  any  farther.  80  that  Ludlow's  line 
never  reached  the  Scioto  at  all.  It  being,  how- 
«ver,  the  onif  aiitbori^,  was  taken  for  tDe 
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true  line,  and  the  United  States  went  on  to 
sell  the  public  lands  west  of  it  up  to  this  line. 
On  farther  examination,  however,  it  was  fonnd 
that  tlie  Scioto  Elver  wound  rotmd  about,  to- 
wards the  west,  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  pass  en- 
tirely the  head  waters  of  the  Little  Miami,  and 
to  have  its  source  some  distance  west  of  tlie 
source  of  that  river.  A  new  line  was  now  run 
from  one  source  to  the  other ;  and  the  diver- 
gency of  these  two  lines,  (the  first  false  and 
supposititious,  tlie  latter  correct  and  the  true 
tine,}  lefl  a^re  of  land  which  the  United  States 
had  partly  sold  to  settlers,  but  which  was  now 
found  to  be  within  the  reserve  for  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Warrants.  Warrants  were  accordingly  laid 
upon  TaHons  parts  of  it,  some  of  which  had 
been  occupied  and  improved  by  persons  who  had 
title  from  the  United  States,  A  suit  was  insti- 
tnted,  to  try  the  question,  and  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  having  decided  one  of  these  in 
favor  of  the  warrant  holder,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  Government  must  either  satisly  the  other 
warrant  holders,  or  let  them  go  on  to  ^ieoC  the 
settlers,  and  then  reimbuiee  the  latter.  The  bill 
proposed  to  pay  the  warrant  holders  the  ap- 
praised value  of  their  several  lota  as  In  a  state 
of  natnre,  and  for  this  purpose,  appropriated 
about  60,000  dollars.] 

The  bill  was  strenuously  resisted  by  Mr. 
Thoio'BO!!',  of  Ohio,  and  as  warmly  defended  by 
Mr.  ViKTON,  of  the  same  State.  Messrs.  Coccb, 
Webbxeb,  Vahob,  lAYisQffias,  Mbbobb,  and 
Waiour,  also  engaged  incidentally  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  Tnom-soif's  argument  was  in  sub- 
stance the  following: — That  the  bill  was  based 
on  a  decision  of  tbe  Snpreme  Court  of  the  Unit^ 
ed  States  npou  an  agrttd  eatA,  in  which  all  the 
Gicts  were  not  before  it,  and  in  which  one  main 
fact,  viz:  the  vaUdity  of  Boberta'  line,  was  as- 
sumed. He  strongly  insinuated  that  there  had 
been  intrigue  and  management  in  procuring  the 
agreed  case.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  in  1807,  no 
V  iwnin  warrant  was  to  be  valid,  if  located  on 
landsof  the  United  States  already  surveyed  and 
entered,  but  tbe  location  of  tbe  warrant  of  Gen* 
eral  McArthnr  (the  party  mainly  to  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  bill)  was  not  made  till  1810,  and 
was,  therefore,  void  by  that  law.  The  Supreme 
Court,  however,  assumed  that  it  had  been  made 
before  1807.  A  part  of  the  lands  to  beaffected 
by  the  bill  are  inlitigation  at  this  time,  and  the 
only  decision  which  has  been  had,  is  agunat  the 
warrant  holder.  A  new  trial  was  awarded  to 
General  McArthnr,  however,  through  the  indnl- 
gence  of  the  Oonrt.  He  affirmed  that  neither 
of  the  two  lines  is  accurate.  It  was  difficult 
to  make  it  so,  as  both  rivers  take  their  rise  in 
a  marshy  country,  full  of  ponds,  where  two 
streams  often  arise  from  the  same  pond,  and 
in  different  directions.  But,  in  the  agreed 
case,  Koberts'  line  was  taken  as  the  true  line,  and 
the  court  decided  on  tbis  supposition.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States,  through  cour- 
tesy, desired  tbe  co-operation  of  Virginia,  to 
satisfy  all,  of  her  disposition  in  good  faith  to 
fU&l  the  objects  of  tbe  grant.    Now,  Virginia 
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never  gave  anj  act  of  assent  to  Boberta'  line. 
It  is  true,  the  agreed  case  woa  mode  under  or- 
ders of  the  SecretaiT  of  the  Treasorj,  but  that 
officer  had  no  aQthoritT-  to  aeree  awa;  anj  of 
the  United  Statea  lantu :  ana  OongreM  is  now 
asked,  in  effect,  to  buj  np  a  aet  of  ckitna 
which  are  litigated,  aad  have  once  been  decided 
against.  Those  eaita  oaght  first  to  be  settled 
on  a  full  iQTestigation  of  all  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Vinton's  replj  was,  in  aabstanoe,  as  fol- 
lows;— That  a  precisely  dmilar  bill  had  al- 
ready twice  passed  tlio  House,  after  a  foil  argu- 
ment. There  had  been  three  different  reports 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  I«nds,  in  relation  to 
tbia  case,  all  which  agreed  and  in  which  the 
eommitteea  were  nnanimous.  The  obJectioDS 
bad  all  been  twice  diaonased,  and  overruled. 
Bat  his  colleague  had  exhibited  some  feeling, 
and  had  made  insinuationa  which  rendered  a 
atatement  of  &ota  necessary.  Mr,  T.  here  gave 
a  detailed  history  of  the  whole  case,  with  the 
date  of  the  aeveral  public  acts  in  relation  to  it 
Be  repelled  the  insinoatioos  of  Mr.  T.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  used  by  General  UcAr- 
thnr,  in  the  sail  referred  to.  In  that  case 
the  UDited  States  had  ordered  the  Diatrict  At- 
tonie;^  to  make  the  United  States  a  party  in 
the  suit.  It  had  taken  the  defence  into  its  own 
hands,  and  the  suit  was  decided  against  the 
Qovernment,  and  in  &vor  of  the  plaintiff  war- 
rant holder. 

The  agreement  in  the  case  about  Soberts'  line, 
waa  theOoTernmeDt'aown,  and  on|^t  of  coarse 
to  bind  the  Oovemment.  Virginia  did  accede 
to  the  oorrectness  of  Ruberte'  line,  and  fbunded 
a  cluin  upon  its  survey.  The  only  question  on 
Vhich  a  doubt  conld  rest,  was,  whether  the  act 
of  1807  did,  or  did  not,  forbid  the  location  of 
Virginia  warrants  on  Ifuide  sold  bj  the  United 
States;  and  the  Supreme  Court,  by  an  ar^ment 
which  he  deemed  irrefragable,  had  decided 
that  it  was  only  intended  to  quiet  claims  as  ex- 
iating  between  different  Vininia  warrant  hold- 
ers. That  decision,  at  aU  events^  puta  the 
question  at  rest. 

As  for  the  salt  tn  the  Inferior  Oonrt  of  Ohio, 
If  it  proved  any  tiling,  it  proved  that  that  oonrt 
deemed  McArtbur's  claim  to  be  valid.  In  the 
first  verdict,  it  was  decided  against  him,  bat  be- 
cause the  court  forbade  his  patent  to  be  brou^t 
before  the  Jury,  and  instructed  the  Jury  to  bring 
the  verdict,  Uie  very  next  day,  on  rightly  un- 
derstanding the  case,  they  granted  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  that  the  iory  had  been  mis-durect' 
od  by  uie  courL    But  let  that  decision  be  e 


If  the  bill  is  refosed,  the  warrant  holders 
will  proceed  and  eject  the  United  Slates  aet- 
tiers;  and  they,  holding  title  from  the  United 
Btatea,  must  he  remuneralod,  nut  only  for  the 
naked  value  of  the  land,  as  in  a  state  of  nature, 
bat  for  their  valuable  improvementa  also;  and, 
Inatead  of  aixty  thousand  dollars,  the  Govern- 
ment moat  pay,  in  \ia  end,  several  hondred 
tbouaand* 


Ur.  'Wkbsteb  mmmed  up  the  case  in  ona 
qoestion,  which  he  addressed  to  the  GoaitnittCB 
on  the  Public  Lands,  viz ;  whether  the  title  of 
these  Virginia  clumants  has  been  fairly  fried 
andfairly  settled?  If  it  had,  the  bill  na  do- 
tainly  expedient  and  necessary ;  nor  could  Gdt- 
ernmeut  be  too  early  in  quieting  the  (an  of 
those  who  had  purchased  from  it,  and  now  fbiDd 
them  invalid. 

Mr.  LiviBosToa'  donbted  if  the  validity  of 
Roberta'  line  had  ever  been  established  bj  ju- 
dicial decision.  In  the  case  submitted  to  Jbt 
Supreme  Conrtjits  validity  waa  not  broogbt  in- 
to discussion;  and  though  the  deeiaion  of  the 
oourt  might  titrate  as  an  estopper  in  thit 
particular  suit,  it  extended  no  liirther.  He  did 
not  know  if  the  accuracy  of  the  line  had  evfi 
been  questioned.  It  appeared  from  the  stste- 
ments  of  genUemen,  that  the  United  States 
Commissioners,  and  those  of  Vlrginis,Bgre«du 
to  the  Bonrces  of  the  rivers — and  this  line  ran 
between  them.  If  that  is  the  true  line,  tbm 
could  be  no  question  as  to  tho  espedieocjoT 
the  hill.  He  wished,  however,  to  know  nbat 
the  Government  had  tjiat  this  apniss' 


tion  accepted  by  the  claimants  t  Had  tl 
been  any  negotiation  with  them  on  the  saUeetl 
If  not,  how  was  the  appraisement  of  the  Wittd 
States  Commissioners  obligatory  on  them,  SDd 
aller  receiving  the  sum  in  the  bill,  what  lui- 
dered  ^eir  still  proceeding  against  the  Gniud 
States  settlers? 

Mr.  Mebceb  made  some  observaHona,  vbicti 
were  imperfectly  heard.  Their  general  tenor 
was,  that  Virginia  had  never  questioned  Roberts' 
line,  McArthnr  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  Vir- 
ginia, (having  purchased  her  warrants,)  and  if  bis 
claim  waa  good,  it  was  obviously  just  loMti^ 
it,  and  save  the  settlera  from  disturbance. 

Mr.  Wbiqht,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  been  en- 
gaged during  the  discussion,  in  the  perfonnsaM 
of  duties  assigned  him  by  the  House  in  anottMr 

Eart  of  the  bnilding,  and  had  not  heard  vbst 
ad  been  advanced  on  either  side.  On  eoraicf 
into  the  House  a  moment  since,  he  had  lie«i 
informed  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Thohhos) 
had  imputed  to  him  improper  motives  or  eot- 
duct  in  hia  connection  with  the  agreed  facts  ia 
"     cose  of  the  Lessee  of  Doddrige  r».  Thomp- 

&  Wright,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  will  take  it  kindly  of  my  college,  (Mr.  ff. 
add,)  if  ho  will  now  repeat  what  he  did  >»J 
'    rdation  to  that  agreed  case,  and  my  ageacj 
it. 

Ifr.  TnoMPBOir,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  s^d  he  bM 
not  intended  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  lii* 
colleague,  (Mr.  Weioht,)  in  relation  to  tbst 
case.  All  he  meant  to  say,  was,  that  the  eow- 
mittee  had  no  evidenoe  that  the  agreed  case 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Gotew- 
ment,  and  if  there  waa  such  evident*,  tbit 
neither  the  Government  nor  the  AttMoej 
could  agpee  away  the  facts  in  controversy,  nw 
make  an  agreement  in  that  case  which  wold 
be  conaideted  as  affectjng  any  other  ease,  (^ 
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my  thing  l>6jond  tlie  luid  cl^mod  in  thAt 
suit. 

Mr.  Wbioht  resnined.  When  the  ejectment 
enit  wsa  brongLt  hj  Doddrige  aguost  Thomp- 
aoa,  I  was  the  DUtriot  Attomej  of  the  United 
Stat^  in  Ohio.  I  did  not  suppose  it  pertained 
to  my  ordinarj  ofBcial  datiea  to  appear  to,  or 
defend  the  aoit.  Thompson  did  not  appear.  I 
was  instmcted  b;  the  then  Oonunisaioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  Ur.  Ueigs,  to  appear 
to  the  snit  on  aocoont  of  the  interest  of  the 
tTnited  States  in  the  question,  .and  to  condoct 
it  as  to  bring  it  for  decision  to  the  Sapreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Under  their  in- 
Btmctions,  and  the  advice  of  the  Cironit  Judge, 
m;  name  was  inserted  in  the  cose  as  defendant, 
representing  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
The  maps,  papers,  and  documents,  which,  on 
my  part,  were  carried  into  the  agreed  case,  were 
fiirniabea  from  the  Ijind  OfBce.  No  trial  was 
had  in  Ohio,  Judgment  waa  taken  there  for 
the  defendants,  pro  forma,  and  the  case  re- 
moved br  the  pwatiff  to  the  Supreme  Conrt 
here.  I  hod  no  interest  in  the  case,  nor  other 
sgeno;  than  under  the  direction  of  the  Land 
Office. 

Not  having  heard  the  diaeosaion  to-day,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  could  bear  on 
the  qnestion  to  inquire,  whether  the  agreement 
extended  Iteyond  the  case  in  which  it  waa 
mode  ?  But  i^  as  my  colleague  seems  to  sup- 
pose, it  has  been  nrged,  that  the  faeU  agreed 
in  the  case  referred  to,  embraced  ali  the  lands 
lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberta'  lines,  he 
is  certainly  correct  in  snpposingthe  agreeoment 
did  not  extend,  and  could  not  be  extended  so 
far.  In  the  natnre  of  things,  an  agreed  state 
of  facts,  in  a  cause  pending,  would  be  limited 
and  conSoed  to  that  case,  and  could  not  be  re- 
lied on  to  conclude  any  one  In  another  case. 
But  if  the  argnraent  was,  as  I  should  suppose  ' 
it  probable,  that,  if  the  legal  principles  settled 
by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Doddrige  m. 
Thompson  and  VriKht,  were  tlie  same  as  arose 
in  other  cases,  the  decision  settling  those  prin- 
ciples would  be  applicable  to  those  other  cosee 
when  they  shonld  arise,  and  be  bold  conclusive 
upon  tlie  Qovemraentand  individuals,  then  the 

Tntent  is  certainly  correct. 
have  no  design  to  engage  in  the  discussion 
of  the  question  before  the  committjee,  and  only 
rose  to  make  the  statement  and  explanation  1 

Ur.  GocEB  produced  a  report  made  to  the 
Senate  on  this  same  snt^^ect,  which  be  wished 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Vr.  WoBTKs  oppoecd  this  measure  as  a  vio- 
Ution  of  order.  The  gentleman  might  read  it, 
but  the  House  could  not,  aa  such,  order  the 
reading  of  a  report,  any  more  than  of  a  speech, 
made  in  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legisla- 

Mr.  Yanck  add  that  that  document  was  not 
the  report  of  the  Land  Committee,  but  was 
drawn  np  by  one  of  its  members,  who 
wished  to  have  it  adopted  aa  socb,  bat  that  the 
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committee  being  eqnallf  divided,  one  of  its 


favor  of  this  bill,  the  document  was  printed 
at  the  request  of  the .  member  who  drew  it  np^ 
and  not  by  authority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vanck,  (in  whose  district  the  land  in 
question  lies,)  wishing  to  give  a  further  state- 
ment of  the  lacts  of  the  case,  with  which  he 
said  he  was  fully  aoqnuuted,  moved  that  the 


occordingly,  and  having  reported  pro- 
gress, bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Thubsdat,  Jannary  11. 
Frt»  Slaei*  in  the  TyUtriet  <^  Columbia. 

Ur.  PowiLi.  f^om  the  Oommittee  for  thf 
District  of  CoJnmbia,  which  was  directed  to 
inquire  whether  there  be  in  force  in  said  Dis- 
trict, any  law  which  authorizes  the  imprison- 
ment of  any  free  man  of  color,  and  his  sale  aa 
an  unclumed  slave,  for  Jail  fees  and  other 
charges,  mode  a  report  upon  the  subject,  in 
whicn  the  ctse  of  Gilbert  Houghton,  the  free 
man  of  color  from  New  York,  is  sttfed. 

Ur.  Powell  accompanied  his  report  by  the 
following  bill : 

"St  ii  auieted  hg  Ike  Stiutli  rnidScmia  ofRtpn- 
UMtalivtt  of  iJu  United  Btattt  of  America  tn  Omc 
grtu  auaahUd,  That  whenever  onyperma  shall  b« 
apprehended  or  committed  in  the  uty  of  Wuhing- 
tOD,  or  Oeorgetovn,  or  in  the  county  ofWuhlng- 
too,  as  a  Tunaw&f ,  and  it  sbould  appev,  upon  «aun- 
instion,  that  the  loid  person  U  entitled  to  bU  or  ber 
freedom,  the  jail  fees  and  other  iecal  eipeoseg  of 
such  apprehension  or  commitmeDt  diall  l>e  charge- 
able upon  the  corpora^ons  of  the  said  towns,  or 
county  aforesaid,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  be  col- 
lected and  paid  over  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
public  charges. 

"Sec.  i-Aidbt  it  fartktr  enactid.  That  so  much 
of  the  second  sectloa  of  the  set  of  the  Btate  of 
Haryiand,  passed  in  the  year  one  thonmnd  seven 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entiLled  'An  act  relating  to 
Berrants  and  ilaves,'  (Od  now  in  force  in  the  county 
of  WaahlngtoD,  in  the  District  of  CtdumbU,  as  au- 
thoriiea  the  commitment  and  sale  of  &ee  peceoas  of 
color,  for  prlwn  feel  and  other  charges  of  appro- 
ben^ou,  upon  sospldon  of  their  being  runanys, 
shall  t>e,  and  the  same  is,  lieceby,  repealed-" 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

FBID4T,  January  13. 
Stwlutionary  PttuUmen, 

Ur.  WoBTHiNOTOM  Submitted  for  oonddent- 
tlon  the  following  resolat^on : 

Riialvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  HlUtary  Peu- 
sioDi  be  toBtructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  10  the  non.comtnSssioned  ofGcera,  ma- 
sicianB,  and  privates,  who  are  now  an  the  pension 
roll,  in  conseqaencu  of  wounds  received  in  the  Rev- 
olutionarj  War,  not  amounting  to  a  total  disability, 
the  same  amonnt  of  peoBlon  aa  is  allowed  to  penoni 
of  the  aforesaid  raidu  laboring  under  disability  tf 
the  highest  degree. 


E.  or  R.] 
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Mr.  WoKT^DJOTON  BiJd,  that,  with  tbepenais- 
rioa  of  the  Honse,  he  noiUd  briefly  state  the 
reasons  whicli  had  induced  him  to  GabEnit  die 
resolution  nnder  ctm^der&tion. 

It  will  be  seen  bj  ita  phraseology,  said  he, 
that  it  is  confined  eicluHively  to  the  non-com- 
missioned ofBcers,  musicians,  and  privates,  who 
vere  disabled  b;  woocds  in  the  severe  and  ar- 
dnous  conflict  of  the  Bevolation,  and  to  such 
of  them  only  as  are  now  on  the  pension  roll. 
The  pensions  allowed  to  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers inaj  be  sufficient  for  their  decent  support ; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  description  of 
persons  embraced  by  the  resolution.  By  the 
act  of  ISlfi,  non-com missoncd  officers,  musi- 
ciana,  and  privates,  laboring  under  the  highest 
degree  of  disability,  are  allowed  eight  dollars  a 
month,  and  for  disabOlties  of  a  less  degree  than 
the  highest^  a  sum  proportionably  less.  Under 
thifl  provision,  while  some  receive  eight  dollars 
per  month,  others  receive  less,  according  to 
the  degree  of  disability.  Now,  the  object  of 
the  resolution  is  to  put  them  all  on  an  eauality, 
by  allowina  them  eight  dollars  a  montn.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1816,  this 
scale  of  allowance  might  have  been  proper,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  when  old  age  and 
wounds  combined,  amount  to  a  total  disability, 
the  reasons  for  Kradnnting  their  pensions  no 
longer  eiist.  Under  the  act  of  1816,  the  War 
Department  does  not  consider  old  age  a  disabil- 
ity; and,  although  a  soldier  may  be  unable  to 
procure  subsistence,  by  mannu  labor,  in  con- 
Beqnence  of  wounds  and  old  age  combined,  yet 
he  b  allowed  only  according  to  the  degree  of 
disability  under  which  he  originally  labored  in 
consequence  of  wounds  alone.  But,  sir,  inde- 
pendent of  these  calculations,  I  am  impelled  by 
other  considerations  to  mete  to  these  war-worn 
BoldiecB,  these  "  remnants  of  an  age  gone  by," 
the  most  liberal  allowance.  If  any  class  of  cit- 
izens deserve  the  muniScenoe  of  the  Govern- 
ment more  than  another,  it  b  the  one  we  are 
now  considering.  It  was  not  for  mercenary 
views,  nor  in  pursuit  of  a  criminal  ambition, 
they  arrayed  themselves  under  the  military 
standard.  No,  sir;  it  was  under  the  sacred 
banner  of  liberty  and  independence  they  bared 
their  bosoms  to  the  fury  of  the  storm.  No, 
At;  itwasin  the  noble  canseofliberty  against 
davery,  of  freemen  against  tyrants,  that  these 
men  or  the  old  Boman  stamp  so  profusely 
ponred  out  their  blood,  and  fearlessly  encoun- 
tered sufferings  and  dangers  almost  incredible  to 
the  generation  of  the  present  day.  These  men, 
who  entered  the  "  imminent  deadly  breach," 
who  endured  misery  in  all  its  shapes,  are  now 
languishing  in  penury,  and  their  subaistence  is 
made  to  depend  upon  an  arithmeticsl  calcula- 
tion as  to  the  degree  of  disability  nnder  which 
they  originally  laboretl.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed, said  Mr,  W.,  to  the  extension  of  the 
pennon  system,  as  any  member  of  this  House ; 
DUt  the  resolution  contemplates  an  increase 
only  of  pension  to  the  living  and  maimed  mon- 
nmentsof  their  country'semandpation;  to  men 


to  whom  yon  and  I,  ICr.  Speaker,  and  all  of  d% 
are  so  deeply  indebtod  for  our  civil,  religions,  ■ 
and  political  liberty — in  a  word,  for  all  oor 
happmess:  for,  without  these  blessings,  the 
world  is  a  great  "waste,  where  nought  bnt 
fiends  and  tempests  howl,"  Sir,  it  is  to  these 
men,  laboring  under  wounds,  acaroely  yet  cica- 
trized, and  bending  to  the  earth  under  a  snpm^ 
incumbent  weight  of  infirmity  and  years,  that 
I  would  open  the  national  purse,  and  gladdtn 
thereby  their  last  days,  by  thia  new  evidence 
of  our  gratitude. 

My  resolution  is  emphatically  !n  itcmt  of  tlie 
common  soldier,  and  to  him  I  wish  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  be  directed.  I  faopei, 
with  this  view,  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

Mr,  HoCoY  hoped  that,  before  the  aoasa 
took  any  step  to  increase  ei&er  the  nnmber  or 
the  amount  of  pensitms,  that  they  would  havB 
the  whole  case  before  them.  Much  of  the  fn^d- 
nated  pension  to  which  the  resolution  referred, 
was  drawn  by  persons  in  wealthy  circnmstan- 
ces,  who  did  not  need  this  addition  to  tiieir  in- 
come— and  aa  for  those  poorer,  the  House  may 
be  sure  that  they  would  relinquish  the  gr&dn- 
ated  pension,  and  accept  the  eight  dollars  per 
montn,  if  they  could  show  that  they  came 
within  the  provision  of  the  law  which  granted 
it.  This  entire  snbject,  Mr.  McO.  sdd,  had 
been  thorou^Iy  examined  in  1820,  when  the 
law  ar.iendatory  of  the  first  pension  law  vas 
poseedjBnd  was  then  well  understood. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTOs  replied,  that  he  had  offered 
the  resolution,  because  those  who  now  received 
the  graduated  pension,  had  represented  it  as 
proper,  and  boa  applied  to  have  the  law  thoa 
altered. 

Mr.  Lnru  observed,  that  the  resolution  did 
not  confine  itself  to  those  alone  who  wwe  in- 
cluded within  the  act  of  1818,  bnt  extended  to 
many  others.  It  included  those  who  had  not 
been  on  the  Continental  establishment,  as  irell 
as  those  who  had.  He  thought  a  distincti<Hi 
between  these  classes  ought  not  to  be  made, 
and  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  resolutJon  was  then  agreed  to  by  tlio 
House. 

Pretenalion  of  £ire-Oak  Timber. 

Mr.  Wmn  submitted  the  following  reeoln- 

Jtaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Knvd  AlUn 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipcdlency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  mora  eflectual  preservatjon 
of  the  live-oak  timber  on  the  public  lands ;  and  tor- 
ther,  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienoy  of  forming 
plantations  for  the  rearing  of  lire-oak  for  the  future 
supply  of  that  timber  far  the  Navy  of  the  Cniled 
SUCes. 

Mr.  WirrrB  said  he  was  induced  to  Invite  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  from  a 
conviction  that  it  was  one  of  much  more  im- 
portance Uian  was  generally  imagined.  He 
was  sensible  that  there  were  bnt  two  ways  liy 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
conhl  protect  itself  againat  tba  destmotiou  gf 
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all  tbat  valuable  timber,  aoA  the  conseqDent 
embarrassments  it  would  produce  to  the  nation. 
The  one  waa  by  a  speedy  adjustment  of  all  the 
private  claims  derived  from  foreiffn  Govern- 
ments in  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  some  more 
Pectus!  provisions  for  the  preservation  of  this 
timber  on  the  public  lands,  after  the  private  ia 
aeparaled  from  the  public  lands ;  and  the  other 
ia  bj  forming  plantations  for  the  supply  of  it 
for  future  emergencies  when  that  on  the  pnblio 
domain  shall  be  destroyed.  The  live-oak,  said 
Mr.  W.,  is  believed  only  to  bo  found,  at  least 
in  any  qnontity,  along  tlie  sea-const  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  south  of  latitude  84.  It  is  the  most 
Talnable  wood  used  in  ship  building,  beini 
nearly  equal  tn  the  teak  m  durability  ani 
■trengUi,  and  mach  superior  in  buoyancy.  For 
timbers  of  ships  of  war,  it  is  nnlveraally  admit- 
ted to  be  the  moat  valnable.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment is  so  sensible  of  this,  that  I  am  credi- 
bly informed,  that  they  have  actually  at  this 
moment  agents  engaged  in  the  Soutbern  States 
and  in  Florida,  in  pnrciiasing  and  shipping  live 
oak  to  England,  cat  to  moulds  in  the  shape  of 
Imeea,  heart-hooks,  stem-posts,  Axt.  Acts  of 
Congress  have  been  repeatedly  passed,  for  the 
preaervatioQ  of  this  valuable  wood,  but  thei 
eon  be  no  doubt  tlie  qnaotity  is  rapidly  dimii 
ishing,  even  in  Florida,  which  appears  to  be  i 
£avorite  region.  A  wise  policy,  that  does  not 
confine  its  views  to  the  present  moment,  1  ' 
looks  to  tiie  future,  requires  of  ns  not  only 
attention  to  the  immediate  and  passing  interests 
of  the  day,  but  also  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
future  beneSts  of  our  country.  An  English 
gentleman,  Evelyn,  is  now  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  Eaglish  nation, 
for  Boviog,  a  century  ago,  suggested  and  exe- 
cuted an  extensive  plantation  of  the  English 
Navy  oak,  and,  if  rightly  informed,  tliese  plan- 
tations now  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  pol- 
icy of  that  great  n^on. 

The  growth  of  live-oak  is  extremely  rapid ; 
being  an  evergreen,  it  is  scarcely  ever  inter- 
raptod ;  at  twenty-five  years  of  age  it  becomes 
sufficiently  large  for  most  purposes  of  ship 
building.  It  grows  everywhere  in  oar  light 
■andy  soil,  and  all  that  would  be  necessary,  af- 
ter transplanljng,  wonld  be  to  keep  the  fires 
out  of  the  tract  selected  for  the  purpose.  That 
this  is  no  visionary  idea,  I  will  mention  that 
tlie  BD^estion  was  thrown  out  by  one  of  the 
most  practical  and  experienced  officers  of  our 
N^avy,  the  President  of  the  Navy  Board,  on  his 
visit  to  Florida,  and  it  will  not  be  thought  triv- 
ial, when  it  is  known  that  the  late  Emperor  of 
Russia  ordered  liia  agent  to  send  him  two  bar- 
rels of  the  lije-oak  ocorns,  for  the  purpose  of 
atterapttn^  pfiintations  in  the  southern  part  of 
h'ls  dominiDne.  One  hundred  acres  would  con- 
tain two  thousand  trees,  wjiicli  might  bo  plant- 
ed near  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola.  The 
land  reserved  at  that  place  for  the  Kavy  Yard 
abounds  with  young  trees,  ond  the  ridge  in  the 
roar  of  the  yard  seems  to  be  peculiarly  adapted 
to  soch  plantatjonsi     As  tLo  country  is  now 


situated,  with  nna^uated  titles  covering  large 
bodies  of  land,  some  good,  and  others  vicious, 
those  who  wi^  to  cut  the  timber  can  do  so, 
and  plead  a  pretended  title,  which  shields  them 
front  punishment  because  it  is  filed  for  decision 
either  before  the  commissioners,  or  is  referred 
by  them  to  Congress,  where  experience,  melan- 
choly experience  proves,  they  are  laid  up  for 
years,  honest  and  dishonest  claims  all  rejected, 
not  by  any  decision,  but  by  delay,  and  a  failure 
to  examine  them.  As  the  subject  has  been  in- 
troduced to  the  consideration  of  Congress  by 
the  President,  and  has  been  referred  to  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses,  we  may  confidently 
hope  that  the  pnblio  faith  of  the  nation  will  bo 
redeemed  by  the  confirmation  of  valid  claims. 
and  that  the  puljic  domain  will  be  ascert^ed 
by  the  approval  of  the  good,  and  the  prompt 
rejection  of  vicious  and  fraudulent  claims, 
and  when  that  "consummation,  most  devoutly 
to  be  wished,"  has  been  accomplished,  some 
decisive  and  enersetio  measures  can  bo  pro< 
posed  and  executed  for  tlie  preservation  of  the 
public  timber ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  on  ex- 
periment can  bo  made  without  expense  on  the 
reserves  for  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  for 
the  plantation  and  cultivation  of  the  live-oak. 

Mf.  IsanAU  said  that  he  con^dered  the  House 
as  indebted  to  the  gentleraon  from  Florida,  for 
bringing  the  subject  to  its  notice ;  but  lie  was 
satisfied  that  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
could  not  hove  been  neglected  by  tlie  Execu- 
tive, and  that  some  measures  hod,  doubtless, 
been  taken  in  re^^pect  to  it.  lie,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  follows : 

"And,  also,  inform  this  House  whether  tny,  and 
if  any,  what,  measures  have  beea  taken  for  the  pre- 
-■--  of  the  same." 


Mr,  CooEK  agreed  in  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving this  valuable  timber;  but  believed  that 
there  was  already  a  law  upon  the  subject ;  and 
it  would  not  be  very  becoming  in  the  House  to 
inquire  of  any  Department  whot  was  the  law 
of  the  land  on  this,  or  any  other  subject.  All 
private  individuals  were  supposed,  and  bound, 
to  know  the  law — much  more  the  members  of 
the  Leglalatnre  itself. 

Ur.  Ixo&AM  said,  in  reply,  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  to  inquire  whether  any 
law  existed,  but  what  measures  had  been  taken, 
by  any  authority  whatever,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Whitb  explained.  The  law  does  exist; 
but  it  requires  that  the  timber  districts  to  be 
guarded  must  be  made  known  by  proclamation, 
and  the  lands  he  referred  to  had  not  been  pro- 
claimed. They  were  not  recognized  as  public 
lands,  because  there  were  claimants  who  pro- 
fessed to  hold  title  to  them ;  and  though  it  wta 
probable  that  these  titles  would  tnm  out  to  be 
vicious,  yet,   in  the   meanwhile,  these  claims 

[irevented  the  lands  from  being  treated  as  pub- 
ic, and  from  three  to  four  hundred  persons 
were  upon  them,  constantly,  engaged  in  cutting 
the  timber.  Tt'lien  questioned,  or  called  to  an 
account,  they  shielded  themselves  under  their 
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The  resolntioD,  aa  amended,  was  then  agreed 


Hoin)i.T,  Janoaiy  16. 
Polar  EtptditUm. 

Hi.  WoitTHiNaTON  sdd,  that  he  was  reqaest- 
ed  to  present  the  meraorial  of  a  number  of  re- 
spectable citizens,  inhabiting  the  western  part 
of  Marjland.  Ha  would  sUte,  in  a  few  worda, 
the  objects  of  the  memorialists. 

At  this  enlighteaed  period,  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  oud  Russia,  were  pnshing  th^ 
uantical  and  inland  discoveries  in  every  direc- 
tion, this  nation,  notwithstanding  its  advanta- 
geous portion  on  the  globe,  its  immense  re- 
Boarces,  and  the  skill  of  it«  seamen,  looked  on 
with  folded  arms,  and  without  in  the  least  par- 
ticipating in  their  spirited  enterprises.  But 
the  memorialists  invite  particalarl;',  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  thorough  exploration  of 
onr  northwest  coast,  and  to  an  expedition  to 
be  fitted  oat  to  extend  our  knowledge  of  the 
frozen  region  of  the  Antarctic  Circle.  The  first 
of  these  propositions,  Mr.  W.  presumed,  was 
predicated  on  the  Message  of  tlie  President  at 
the  late  session  of  Congress;  and  the  second, 
on  the  recent  theories  of  Captain  Bymmcs  and 
others  on  concentric  spheres,  and  the  concavity 
of  the  earth.  The  eipiorotion  of  the  north- 
west coast,  the  memorialists  conxidered,  said 
Mr,  W,,  an  important  object.  Whilst  other  na- 
tions are  acquiring  fame  by  their  discoveries, 
and  perpetuating  the  names  of  their  great  men, 
by  calling  the  discovered  countries  after  them, 
we  could  boost  of  nothing  in  this  field,  but 
were  indebted  almost  exclusively,  fur  a  knowl- 
edge of  onr  own  continent,  to  the  genius  and 
enterprise  of  fort^igncrs.  On  the  second  prop- 
osition, said  Mr.  W,,  the  memorialists,  no  doubt, 
conceived  tlie  recent  theory  of  an  aperture  at 
the  pole^  and  the  concavity  of  tlie  enrtli,  not 
more  difficult  of  belief  to  the  present  age,  and 
would  meet  with  less  resistance,  than  the  sys- 
tcmsof  Copernicna  and  others  encountered,  fr 


A  polar  basin  is  becoming  familiar  to  the 
learned ;  and  the  same  degree  of  heat  at  the 
poles,  as  at  the  equator,  when  the  sub  is  at  the 
solstitial  points,  is  an  idea  long  since  entertained. 
It  is  probable  these  facts  hare  given  birth  to 
the  recent  theories  1  have  mentioned;  and,  as 
navigators  have  sidled  as  for  north  aa  eighty- 
two  degrees,  and  some  say,  eighty-four,  the 
meraorialbts  wish  the  expedition  fitted  out  by 
tlie  Government,  otter  exploring  our  own  coast, 
to  proceed  to  the  south,  as  no  navigator  bos 
been  able  to  penetrate  in  tliat  direction,  farther 
than,  he  believed,  for  he  spoke  from  recollec- 
tion, seventy-two  degrees.  On  looking  over 
tlie  memorial,  he  said,  he  perceived  the  names 
of  gentlemen  of  great  res]iectability,  and  of 
considerable  seientifio  attainments,  and  he, 
therefore,  conceived  it  due  to  tlieni,  to  o£fer 
the  few  observations  he  had  submitted. 


The  petition  was  received  and  committed, 

Indian  Land  TitUt  in  ArhtntOM. 
Mr.  CoKWAT  offered  the  following  resdo- 

Jit$olved,  That  the  Conmittee  en  InUta  AfilM 
be  iQBtmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  ex- 
tinguishiDg  the  Choctaw  title  lo  lands,  ia  Uw  Ter- 
ritory of  ArkUMU. 

Mr.  HAn,B  said,  that  be  did  not  know  thtt 
be  sbonld  be  willing  to  oppose  a  resolution  <d 
this  character ;  but  a  bill  was  about  to  be  called 
np  by  the  Oororaittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which 
provided  for  the  gradual  removal  of  the  lodi- 
ans  west  of  the  Missiseippi,  with  the  effect  of 
which,  he  thought  the  resolution  calculated  to 
interfere.  If  the  Indians,  whom  it  is  the  porpcM 
of  Government  to  remove  from  the  eastern  ada 
of  the  river,  shall  see  that  any  part  of  the  Tw- 
ritory  proposed  oa  their  abode  oa  the  weet  ride 
of  it,  are  already  about  to  be  boM  by  the  Uiuted 
States,  the  effect  will  be  to  fix  their  determina- 
tion not  to  remove,  bnt  to  remain  in  their  pn* 
ent  settlements.  The  resolution,  he  thongfat, 
was  calculated  to  occasion  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  trouble  that  was  nonecenaiy. 
No  doubt,  it  was  interesting  to  the  people  at 
Arkansas,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  on 
the  west  of  the  river  ehoold  be  ©itinguished ; 
bnt  it  was  the  interest  and  the  wish  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  should  be  remo^-ed  thither 
— it  ought,  therefore,  to  do  nothing,  and  to 
sanction  nothing,  which  might  fa«ve  a  tenden- 
cy to  fix  the  Indians  on  the  east  Hde  of  the 
river,  where  they  believed  their  possessiwH 
were  secure,  by  rendering  insecure  the  pros- 
pect of  possession  to  the  west.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  lahifl, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr,  CoNWAT,  who  said  he  had  no  intentitM 
or  wish  to  produce  the  smallest  embarrassmeiL 
He  knew,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mifisissipli 
well  knew,  that  there  were  many  white  pmsons 
who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  question,  be- 
fore they  were  set  opart— and  if  the  Indian  Wlfl 
to  these  lands  could  be  eztingaished,  the  Isna 
can  then  be  sold  without  impediment.  The  biQ 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affsi" 
covered  the  entire  snbjeet,  and  be  was  deeinxa 
that,  when  that  bill  would  come  up  for  discos- 
rion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  com- 
mittee might  have  the  whole  enbjeot  in  its  ?■>' 
session ;  he  wished  this  as  on  advonta^  to  lb* 
canse  of  the  bill,  and  not  as  on  impeduoeat  to 
its  passage, 

Mr,  Hail*  insisted  on  the  ground  he  had  be- 
fore taken,  and  renewed  bis  motion  to  lay  "** 
resolntion  ou  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  then  the  rw 
ointion  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


WansESPAT,  January  17. 

Tariff  of  Jhilie*  on  Woollen  Quoit- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallabt,  the  Home  thai 

resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whc4a 
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on  the  rtate  of  the  TTnion,  Mr.  Buoeasak  in  the 
chair,  and  took  np  the  bill  "  for  the  alteraUon 
of  the  acta  inipoBing  duties  on  importn." 

Mr.  Mallabt  said  he  would  prese&t  a  vidw 
of  the  snbject,  which  had  been  pressed  upon 
Ute  cfHiaideration  of  Ojagress  br  memorials 
tiam  ^fibrent  parte  of  the  United  States.  It 
InvolTed  the  interests  of  thousands,  and  to  a 
Tut  amoont.  These  roemoriaUsts  were  flrom 
the  agricnltiiral  as  well  as  fi-om  the  mann&ctar- 
inz  interestGi,  representing  their  condition,  and 
a^ing  most  eamestlj  the  interposition  of  6ot- 
enuDcnt  in  their  favor.  Withont  fhrther  pre- 
&C8,  he  wonld  advance  to  the  subject.  In  the 
first  place,  he  wonld  endeavor  ia  asoertidn  the 
interest  depending  upon  the  pr«aent  qnestion. 
He  wonld  not  be  miitate  in  details,  Tet  would 
explain  the  general  calcnlations  which  have  led 
to  the  resolt  to  which  he  had  arrived.  He  had 
no  donbt,  fh)m  the  information  given  to  the 
GOnuntttee,  that  the  amonnt  of  capital  Invested 
ts  the  woollen  mannfactnre,  conla  not  be  lees 
than  forty  millions  of  dollm.  He  had  taken 
p^os  to  obt^n,  as  far  as  practicable,  certain 
note,  in  preference  to  a  dependence  on  general 
opinions  or  estimates.  'Wnen  particular  facts 
were  obtained,  thcT-  became  data  upon  which 


that,  east  of  the  Oonnectiont  River,  in  Mssao- 
dinsetta,  excepting  one  or  two  eetablishmenta 
vest,  the  capital  actnally  invested,  was  upwards 
of  five  millions  and  a  hiJf  of  dollars.  Berkshire 
is  said  to  have  a  million.  It  was  probable  from 
this,  that  the  whole  in  manufactures,  was  at 
leasteight  miUions.  From.all  information  that 
conld  be  ohtahied  from  at)  other  qnorters  of  the 
Union,  the  capital  thus  stated  was  one-fifth  of 
all  the  remainder.  Forty  millions  might  be 
ooondered  the  amount  in  the  United  States. 
0«iitlemen  can  Jud^  for  themselves.  We  can 
thus  arrive  at  sufBcient  certainty  for  all  practi- 
cal porpoaes.  This  capital  of  eight  millions 
employs  twelve  thousand  perBons,  making  six 
tbonsand  at  least  now  engaged  in  the  woollen 
trade  of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  manu- 
bcturing  interest. 

Next  he  would  present,  in  the  same  manner, 
the  valne  of  the  agricoltural  inter«st.  In  the 
first  place,  he  would  consider  the  flocks  of  the 
United  States.  Uany  hod  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  eheep  at  fifteen  milliouB.  In  182S,  the 
nnmber  in  the  Btate  of  New  York  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  S,49e,000.  Now  he  considered 
that  it  might  be  four  millions.  Oonslderlog  the 
ireat  numbers  in  New  England,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  ana  West  Virginia,  he 
might  take  the  nnmber  in  New  York  as  one- 
fomth;  this  would  give  sixteen  millions  in  the 
United  States.  Gentlemen  conld  form  their 
own  estimate.  The  nnmber  mentioned  might 
be  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  sufficient  to  an- 
swer the  great  object  in  view.  He  considered 
that  ten  millions  were  added  from  the  demands 
of  the  woollen  manu&otures  by  the  msnufac- 
taringinstitiiticmactftheoonntry.  Inestimating 


the  value,  it  was  to  be  considered  that  the  mann- 
facturer  had  been  the  cause  of  adding  to  the  value 
of  the  flocks  of  the  country.  It  has  been  a  great 
object  among  the  mlers  of  the  moet  enlightened 
nsMous  of  Europe,  to  secore  to  themselves  the 
best  blood  of  that  valuable  race  of  animals.  It 
was  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  most  dis- 
tingniabed  and  intelligent  citizens  of  this  nation. 
We  know  that  immense  peins  have  been  token 
to  improve  it  here.  The  best  of  the  Saxony 
and  Bpenish  breeds  had  been  introduced,  at 
great  expense,  by  the  most  patriotic  individuals 
of  this  oonnti7.  Mr.  M.  then  estimated  the 
ten  millions  at  two  dollars  each,  and  con^dered 
it  a  low  estimate,  if  any  encouragement  existed 
fbr  the  raw  materiaL  This  wonld  make  the 
value  of  flocks  in  the  United  States  dependent 
upon  the  monn&ctnrer  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
niillions  of  dollars. 

By  exact  returns  from  establishments  having 
S,0S8,000  dollars  capital,  it  appears  they  con- 
sume 6,980,000  lbs.  of  wool.  40,000,000  dol- 
lars wonld  require  above  40,000,000  lbs.  of  the 
raw  material.  But  suppose  it  only  S0,000,000 
lbs.  this  would,  at  86  cents  per  lb.,  be  above 
J0,000,000  dolloni.  Next,  Mr.  M.  estimated 
the  landed  interest  devoted  to  the  use  of  floeks 
in  the  United  States,  dependent  on  the  manu- 
facturer. He  allowed  four  to  the  acre.  This 
wonld  require  3,500,000 :  at  eight  dollars  per 
acre,  this  would  be  S0,000,000  dollars.  He  had 
taken  pains  to  ascertun  the  value  of  land  in 
different  States,  thus  used.  Taking  New  Eng- 
land, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  the  value  he  hod  estimated  not  too 
high.  Qentlemen  could  correct  him  if  in  error. 
The  result  was,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
bad  at  least  40,000,000  dollars  involved  in  the 
question  of  protecting  the  domestic  manufactur- 
ing interest.  The  capital  of  both  interests,  then, 
amonnted  to  B0,000,000  dollars. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  next  advert  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  wool-growing  to  this  country.  It 
gave  a  value  to  liilla  and  monntatns ;  remote 
sections  of  the  nation,  now  removed  ftom  navi- 
gable rivers  and  good  roads,  woold  be  rendered 
valnable.  Nothing  else  could  be  produced  that 
would  pay  transportation  to  market.  No  arti- 
cle oonid-  be  produced  so  valuable  as  wool,  in 
proportion  to  its  weight.  Those  portions  of 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  West  Virginia,  which  are  of  littie  vedne  for 
gnun,  wonld  become  profitable — valuable,  oould 
this  great  staple  have  a  market.  Bome  of  the 
best  flocks  in  the  United  States  are  in  Western 
Virginia.  It  has  already  found  its  way  to  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  found  a  valuable  market. 

As  it  regards  the  other  ^at  employments 
of  the  nation.  It  does  not  mterfere.  All  our 
markets  are  now  filled  to  overflowing  with  agri- 
cultural products.  So  much  of  capital  as  baa 
been  stated,  is  added  to  the  landed  interest. 
So  much  for  that  great  interest  immediately 
dependent  fbr  Its  principal  value  on  mannfac- 

Allow  me  now,  uid  Mr.  Mau.^bt,  to  show 
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how  much  other  branches  of  agriculture  are 

interested.  lie  asked  the  csadia  attention  of 
gentlemen  from  ttie  Middle  and  Southern  States 
— he  would  ask  the  fanners  in  the  House,  to 
notice  the  statements  he  was  about  to  make — 
he  thought  it  deeerving  of  conuderation,  how- 
ever gentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  condudon 
irhlch  he  might  draw.  It  is  ascertained,  as  one 
fact,  that,  in  one  manullictory,  where  260  persons 
are  employed,  above  800  barrelaof  flour  were 
consumed  in  the  year  1826.  This  was  obtained 
f^om  New  York,  and  Peterabarg,  Va.,  and  in- 
termediate ports.  Agmn :  There  were  imported . 
into  Boston  in  1B2S,  281,000  barrels;  of  this, 
72,177  wer«  exported,  leaving  209,70+  for  con- 
Bumption.  Ur.  M.  said  he  had  taken  much 
pains  to  ascertain  the  qnsntity  imported  into 
other  ports  of  New  England.  Gentlemen  well 
informed,  those  concerned  in  the  trade,  had  es- 
timated that  the  quantity  imported  into  Maine, 
Hew  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
could  not  be  less  than  three  times  more  than 
was  imported  into  Boston.  Providence  afford- 
ed a  vast  market.  A  great  amount  ascended 
J  the  Connecticut  River,  into  the  centre  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Mr.  M.  said  he  had  estimated  that 
twice  as  much  was  imported  into  all  the  re- 
mainder of  Now  England  as  was  into  Boston. 
This  would  give  629,000  barrels  for  domestic 
use  in  that  section  of  the  Union.  Gentlemen 
will  decide  whether  this  estimate  is  over-rated. 
The  value  at  $5  60  per  barrel,  amounts  to 
B,480,000  dollars.  Mr.  M.  said  he  requested 
gentlemen  to  notice  from  whence  this  suppi; 
was  derived.  He  then  produced  a  statement, 
itom  whence  it  appeared  that  119,202  barrels 
were  received  from  Baltimore,  91,000  from 
Virginia.  This  he  asked  gentlemen  to  notice. 
The  remunder  was  ft'om  Kew  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  rest  of  the  coast.  Deducting  the 
average  amount  from  Boston,  would  leave  71,000 
barrels  of  Virpnia  flour  for  New  England,  now 
imported  into  the  single  port  of  Boston.  If 
this  is  one-third,  New  England  consumes  of 
Virginia  flour  218,000  barrels — worth  over  a 
million  of  dollars.  These  are  fscts  well  worthy 
of  consideration  by  the  farmers  of  Virginia. 
-How  was  this  amount  of  agricultural  produce 
ohtahiedf  By  what  means  was  payment 
mode  t  He  said  he  would  leave  the  answer  to 
be  made  by  every  gentleman  for  himself. 

Agun :  There  was  imported  into  Boston,  in 
the  month  of  December  last,  80,000  bushels  of 
com  from  the  Southern  and  Middle  States.  In 
pro]>ortion  to  the  estimate  for  flour,  the  amount 
wonld  be  almost  beyond  relieC  Gentlemen, 
ftom  the  facts  stated,  will  moke  their  own  de- 
ductions. Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  examine  the  ex- 
ports of  flour  to  Europe.  They  will  be  found 
not  to  exceed,  in  1826,  6Q,B76  barrels.  New 
England  consumes,  as  we  have  seen,  629,000. 
Wo  exported,  in  1S25,  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
813,000,  and  in  1820,  863,000  barrels.  Again: 
In  1825,  we  exported  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
114,000  bbls.;  to  Cuba,  109,000;  and  to  Brazil, 
184,000.    These  foreign  e^ortationB  we  coc- 


sidered  as  of  wonderful  importanoe,.  Ve  sead 
now  and  then  a  car^  of  flonr  to  Yal^srwKi 
and  IJma.  The  arrival — the  price— high  or 
low,  is  reported  through  the  notion,  as  if  its 
fate  was  involved.  But  the  steady,  ^ent,  val- 
nable  market  of  New  England,  attracts  no  pub- 
lic attention.  Annihilate  this  great  market, 
said  Mr.  K,  and  the  immense  quantity  there 
consumed,  to  the  quantity  which  would  be  left, 
let  the  effects  which  would  certainly  follow,  be 
experienced  by  the  farmer  of  Ylt^nia  and 
Maryland,  it  would  seem  that  conTiction  muat 
take  place,  that  the  New  England  market  wu 
of  immense  advantage.  Destroy  the  maonfic- 
turing  interest,  and  conviction  of  this  would 
press  on  the  farmer  with  irreriBtihle  force.  Tt» 
means  of  the  North  to  pmidiase  would  at  once 
cease,  and  the  people  would  provide  for  them- 
selves in  a  different  way. 

Allow  me  to  make  a  remark  aa  applicable  to 
our  own  policy.  We  have,  on  one  oocasiMi, 
at  least,  been  carried  away  by  these  doctrines  id 
free  trade.  We  have  held  ont  profi^rs  of  reci- 
procity in  trade  and  navigation:  Whyt  The 
world  knows.  We  have  attained  that  skill  in 
navigation,  that  we  can  meet  any  nation  on  the 
ocean.  We  now  very  boldly  offer  reciprodtyt 
This  is  brought  too  often  to  bear  on  other  in- 
terests. Why  do  we  offer  reoiprocity  in  navi- 
gation I  Because  we  are  confident  that  we  can 
successfolly  meet  any  other  nation.  But  snp- 
pose  the  navigation  of  other  nations  was  crowd- 
ing our  ports — ^that  our  ships  were  useless  in 
our  harbors — should  we  then  be  so  warm  advo- 
cates of  reciprocity  in  navigation!  Why  not, 
on  the  present  emergency,  allow  British  ship* 
to  bring  from  England  here,  pass  on  to  the 
West  Indies,  return  with  cargoes,  and  then  re- 
turn to  England  again !  It  may  be  cheaper! 
My  answer  is  ready,  I  would  protect  our  nav- 
igation, because  a  foreign  rival  has  attempted 
to  arrest  its  prosperity.  The  Intereet  and  rc^- 
tation  of  onr  country  demands  it.  The  sans 
protection  should  be  equally  afforded  to  all  tbs 
great  interests  of  the  nation.  This  is  the  ssine 
reason  that  protection  should  be  ^ven  to  ths 
fabric  you  wear,  as  to  the  vessel  that  is  used  to 
bring  to  us  the  articles  of  use.  Then,  sir,  «oi 
Mr.  M.,  let  us  protect  all  the  great  interests  ol 
the  country  that  promote  our  independenw, 
our  safety,  our  proapority — navigation,  vm- 
merce,  manuftetures,  and  agriculture. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  Mr,  M.  said  ne 
wonld  present  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  pw^ 
ular  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  was  believed  it 
would  give  additional  security  to  the  manuft^ 
tnrer,  and  be  perfectly  compatible  with  the  b«* 
interests  of  the  nation. 

The  first  minimnm  in  the  biU  is  placed  » 
forty  cents  the  square  yard.  On  narrow  dolM 
which  cost  thirty  cents  the  mnning  yard,  aontj 
is  now  levied  of  7-J  cents.  A  square  yard,  H 
the  same  rate,  10  cents.  At  a  minimnm  fi"*r 
cents  the  square  yard,  this  will  be  13ft  c«ota| 
the  difference  about  8^  on  the  square  yard>  '| 
is  thought  this  calculatiiHi  is  wneot.    Qsnu*' 
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men  will  eismine  for  thetnaelTes.  FlannelB,  at 
tventj-five  MDts  per  mnDing  yard  &t  present, 
p«j-  A  duty  of  8^,  cents.  Square  yard  18^, 
oenU.  Difference,  2]^  cents.  Whatever  may 
be  the  extra  coat,  we  may  be  well  assured  that 
the  mann&otnring  eatablistunects  of  the  oonn- 
try  are  now  ready,  in  the  shortest  period,  to 
enpply  the  market 

Narrow  cloths,  costing  about  $1  T5,  will 
come  under  the  operation  of  the  minimum  of 
$3  50.  It  will  operate  as  the  price  descends. 
The  effect  will  be  a  heavy  doty  on  the  lowest. 
Not  a  greater  duty,  however,  than  was  imposed 
on  cottons,  with  reiferenco  to  the  average  price 
of  the  fabric.  On  this  point,  Hi.  M.  said  he 
vu  not  precise.  It  embraced  a  fabric  that  could 
be  at  once  prodnced.  The  raw  material  on 
hand ;  machmery  idle ;  activity  infused  into 
that  now  in  operation ;  would  soon  fill  the 
market  at  the  lowest  price,  if  the  mannfacturer 
be  anre  that  the  foreigner  would  not  inundate 
the  market,  nnder  the  infiuenoe  of  the  "tac- 
tics "  of  the  foreign  trade.  Feeling  confident 
that  such  would  be  the  result  he  was  decidedly 
and  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  provision 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  minimum  of  foor  dollars  woald  reach 
another  class  equally  entitled  to  protection,  and 
could  be  produced  and  afforded  at  fair  and  rea- 
sonable rates.  The  duty  would  be  applied  as 
far  as  it  reached,  and  it  was  thought  it  would 
make  a  proper  average  as  far  aa  regarded  the 
fitbric  in  general.  As  far  as  the  bill  went,  it 
would  t«nd  to  give  stability  to  the  manufoc- 
tnre,  prevent,  in  a  good  d^ree,  the  frauds  now 
I>ractised,  and,  above  all,  give  a  solid  protec- 
tion. It  was  true,  precision  oould  not  be  at- 
tained, bnt  no  danger  could  be  apprehended. 
Aa  it  regarded  the  addltioaal  and  progressive 
duty  on  wool,  Mr.  K.  observed  that  it  might  be 
eoDiidered  as  in  violation  of  the  maxim  that  a 
raw  material  onght  not  to  be  taxed  by  a  raanu- 
factnring  nation.  England,  it  was  true,  hod 
reduced  the  dnty  of  sixpence  sterling  per  poand, 
to  one  penny.  Bnt  we  must  bear  in  mind,  with 
that  doty  she  imported  wool  to  a  great  amonnt. 
In  18il,  1<,60S,000  lbs.  weight. 

lass,  19,068,000         " 

isas,  iB,3ee.ooo      " 

1824,  SS,9G8,0OO        " 

It  is  evident  that  England  cannot  prodnce 
the  quantity,  nor  can  she  the  qnality  of  wool 
demanded  by  her  manufacturers.  It  may  also 
be  remarked  that  she  commands  the  ocean. 
She  Is  secure  of  supply.  The  United  States  ore 
differently  placed.  They  can  snpply  the  raw 
■naterial  to  any  extent.  The  best  wool  can  bo 
grown.  The  safety  of  the  manufacturer  re- 
quires that  the  raw  materia)  shonld  be  prodnced 
*t  home.  In  case  of  war  or  hostile  policy,  her 
dependenoe  on  a  foreign  supply  would  at  once 
be  her  min.  To  prodnce  it  at  home,  as  was 
before  remarked,  is  so  mnch  addition  to  the 
nine  of  the  farming  interest,  and  no  detriment 
in  any  other.  The  supply  can  be,  will  be,  fur- 
nhhed.   By  adding  to  the  duty,  tiie  farmer  will 
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have  confidence  in  the  market,  will  fear  no  hos- 
tile attempts  from  abroad,  and  will  rapidly  add 
to  his  flocks. 

As  to  the  last  section  which  provides  for  a 
duty  on  wool  impKDrted  on  the  skin,  Ur.  K. 
said  that  such  wool  had  been  admitted  free  of 
charge.  Snch  a  permission  was  not  intended 
by  any  laws.  It  had  been  done.  Difference 
of  opinion  had  existed  on  the  sulyect ;  it  seem- 
ed to  be  proper  that  a  provision  for  imposing  a 
doty  should  be  made. 

Mr,  CAMBBitLENa  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Mallabi,)  bnt  ibat  he  rose  merely  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise.  When  the  proper  time  ar- 
rived for  vindicating  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
he  tmsted  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that 
they  were  of  Amerioan,  and  not  of  Sritith  ori- 
gin— that  they  were  best  suited  to  our  condi- 
tion and  institutions — and  that  we  treated 
British  principles  as  we  did  British  manufac- 
tures :  we  adopted  them  when  it  was  for  our 
interest  to  do  so,  and  we  rejected  them  when 
it  was  not.  In  moving  fur  the  committee  to 
rise,  it  was  not  with  any  view  of  addressing  the 
committee  to-morrow ;  it  was,  that,  when  the 
motion  shonld  be  again  made  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  IIouM  on  tliis  bill,  the 
House  shoQld  refuse  at  least  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  till  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  in- 
forming themselves  as  to  the  true  character  of 
the  bill — he  should  be  more  gratified,  if  the 
House  slionld  refuse  to  do  so  altogether. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  now  merely  state  the 
reasons  why  he  was  nnwilling  tliis  morning  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  this  bill  into  consid- 
eration. He  conceived  the  bill  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance — it  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most  important  measures,  in  relation  to  onr 
tariff,  that  had  ever  been  proposed.  It  was  re- 
ported on  the  loth  instant — printed  but  foar 
days  since,  without  any  report  whatever,  and 
it  proposed  substantially,  to  prohibit,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  the  moss  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures. Yet,  notwithstondinc  its  importance, 
and  this  rapid  pro^p-oss  of  the  bill,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Mannfactures  had 
deemed  it  proper  to  call  our  attention  to  this 
important  measure,  when  the  members  (with 
the  exception  of  the  committee  to  which  be 
belonged)  were  ntterly  ignorant  of  the  effect 
of  the  bill — and  before  there  bod  been  time  to 
receive  any  information  of  ita  practical  opera- 
tion even  ftam.  the  City  of  hew  York.  Ue 
confessed  himself  ignorant  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill  in  detail,  and  had  hoped  that  the  cliairman 
of  the  committee  woold  have  given  that  predse 
information  which  was  required,  in  prop(Knng  so 
important  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  hod  given  ns  much  valuable 
information.  He  liad  told  us  how  many  sheep 
we  had  in  the  country,  and  bow  many  millions 
we  had  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
lens ;  how  mnch  we  had  exported,  and  how 
much  wo  bad  imported ;  what  the  ChonceUcv 
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of  the  Exchequer  had  said,  Ac,  &o. 
thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  able  speech,  and 
valuable  statistical  information ;  bat,  with  all 
deferenc«  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he 
hod  not  given  ns  the  very  information  which 
we  most  wanted — be  hod  not  touched  the  very 
point  about  which  we  wished  to  be  informed — 
be  had  not  told  ns  bow  mach  it  was  proposed 
to  increase  the  duty  on  woollen  mannfactures. 
tfr.  O.  said  ho  did  not  pret«nd  thoronshly  to 
nnderstand  the  proTisiona  of  the  bill,  but  he 
woold  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
one  part  of  it  [Mr.  C.  here  read  from  the 
bill,  part  of  a  section,  which  provided,  that  all 
woollens  of  over  forty  cents,  and  under  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  value  in  the  foreign 
country,  should  be  deemed  to  have  cost  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  upon  which  valuation 
the  dnty  should  be  charged.]  The  effect  of 
Uiis  provi^on  would  be  to  mnltiply  the  duty 
every  time  the  value  was  multiplied ;  and  an 
article  of  the  value  of  forty-one  eenta  the 
square  ^ard,  beinK  valued  at  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  would  pay  bIk  times  the  duty  of 
tliirly-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  ad  taUt- 
rem;  in  short,  under  this  ditguUe,  it  would  be 
charged  with  a  duty  of  two  hundred  per  cent. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  miaht,  perhaps, 
imderstand  this  provision  of  the  oil! ;  bnt  he 
believed  very  few  members  were  aware  that 
under  it  almost  the  entdre  mass  of  woollen 
manufactures  consumed  in  the  country  would 
be  prohibited — absolntely  prohibited.  It  would 
not  touch  mannfaoturee  of  a  fine  quality ;  bat 
it  would  touch  that  large  amount  of  woollen 
mannfoctures  consumed  by  the  laborers,  the 
mlchonics,  the  farmers,  and  the  mariners  of  the 
country — nay,  by  the  areat  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  in  every  section  of  the 
country— except,  indeed,  those  60,000  or  70,000 
persons,  who,  by  the  account  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  were  engaged  in  tbe  manofac- 
tnre  of  woollens.  The  bill  would  fkll  heavily 
upon  the  cunsamers  of  woollens  throughout 
the  United  States. 

It  was  not,  however,  Ur.  C.  said,  bis  inten- 
tion to  enter  npon  the  merits  of  the  bill.  lie 
was  merely  stating  a  few  reasons  why  it  was 
not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  consider  this 
question.  It  was  not  a  time  to  tamper  with 
our  tariff  when  our  revenue  was  declining. 
Besides,  gentlemen  must  be  perfectly  aware 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  touch  this  sub- 
ject without  reviving  the  whole  question  of 
onr  tariff.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  we 
should  be  called  apon  to  poas  this  prohibitory 
act  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  woollen  manufacturers 
of  New  England,  without  calling  forth  op- 

Elications,  eijaally  well-founded,  from  other 
ranches  of  mdustry  in  other  quarters  of  the 
country.  There  would  be  quite  as  much  rea- 
son for  Pennsylvania  to  ask  for  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  bar  iron ;  and  were  he  a  Bepresent- 
ative  from  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  principle  of 
"reciprocity  of  injuries" — if  this  prohibition 
of  woollens  were  persisted  la  by  New  England, 


he  wonld  propose  doubling  the  duty  on  bar 
iron — there  was  foil  as  much  reason,  if  there 
was  any  at  all  in  either,  in  tbe  one  as  in  ib» 
other  proposition.  Gentlemen  most  be  also 
aware,  that,  if  this  question  waa  once  opened, 
we  should  go  from  one  article  to  another,  as 
we  did  on  a  former  occasion ;  from  woollen 
manufactures  to  bar  iron ;  from  bar  iron  to 
cotton  bagging ;  and  as  we  were  then,  we 
should  be  agaiD,  three  weeks,  as  it  waa  said  by 
a  gentleman  on  that  occamon,  travelling  from 
Dundee  to  Inverness,  and  ttara  Invemesa  to 
Dundee.  He  thought  we  had  bad  quite  enough 
of  that,  and  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  revive 
the  question. 

In  short,  said  Ur.  C,  the  qnestion  is  simplj 
this: — Our  woollen  mannfactorers  find  thm- 
selves  in  a  paralyzed  condition,  with  a  large 
stock  of  their  manufactures  on  hand.  This 
branch  of  industry  is  precisely  in  the  same 
condition  that  we  find,  and  shall  always  find, 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  the  conntr;, 
after  a  reaction  of  trade.  It  is  not  only  the 
condition  of  the  woollen  manufacturer,  and  dt 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  onr  country, 
but  of  every  branch  of  industry,  at  tliis  mo- 
ment, in  every  country  of  the  ccanmcrcial 
world.  Our  woollen  manufacturers  have  in- 
creased the  capital  employed  in  their  hndnesB 
from  10,  as  they  themselves  say,  to  60  miUiMis 
— they  have  speculated  lai^cly  and  unwisely ; 
and  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  find  themedves 
witti  an  immense  sto<^  of  woollen  manafac- 
tures  on  their  hands,  wliich,  under  the  shield 
of  a  monopoly,  under  this  general  prohibition 
they  now  ask  for,  they  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  dispose  of  widiont  loss  to  them,  bat  at 
the  expense  of  their  country.  Is  not  every 
branch  of  industry  in  Aur  country  in  the  same 
paralyzed  state!  Might  not  the  repreaenla- 
tlves  of  every  branch  of  industry  make  the 
same  statement  as  to  its  prostrated  condUion  I 
Might  not  the  representatives  of  tbe  agricnlta- 
ral  portion  of  our  country,  tell  you  that  tbe 
farmer  has  one,  perhaps  two,  crops  of  wheri 
on  his  hands  unsold,  and  solicit  onr  aid  to  re- 
lieve  him  from  the  losses  arising  from  a  stag- 
nation of  trade !  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  rose  not 
to  engage  generally  in  the  debate.  If  the 
House  should  determine  seriously  to  eonnder 
this  question,  with  a  declining  revenne,  and  at 
tliis  session,  he  should  be  prepared  to  vindicale 
the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he  had 
always  advocated.  He  hoped  it  would  Dot  be 
considered  at  ail.  But,  at  all  eventa,  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  at  least  g^ve  the  House  time 
enough  to  understand  a  biU  which  proposed  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  woollens  generally. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed,  end  the  committee 
Dse  accordingly. 

Thcbsdai,  January  18, 

The  Sedition  £au, 

]Ir,  HuoLioN,  who  had  yesterdir  mads  a> 
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xmsaeoeasAil  attempt  to  h&v«  the  resolntiona 
conddered  which  he  had  offered  on  the  Sd 
January,  and  who  had  tbea  given  notice  th&t 
he  woidd  oaU  them  op  again  tiiia  morning,  and 
aak  for  the  yeai  and  vaja  on  the  question  of 
oonaideration,  called  them  np  acoordinglj.  The 
resolntions  were  read,  in  the  following  worda : 

"Whereas  ■  law  commonlr  known  bj  the  naoie 
of  the  S«diiioQ  Law,  wu  paaaad  hr  CoogreM,  in 
179S,  which  in  iu  principle*  wai  •  Tlolation  of  the 
CiHiMitution  of  the  United  Statea,  and  In  ita  eoaot- 
menta  ma  inruion  of  the  liberty  of  ti>«  pnm:  Ani, 
iriiereaa  dlTcra  peraons  ware  Indieted,  coDTieted, 
and  aofferad  in  pecuniar;  penaltiai  ondet  thia  law — 

"Beit  ntolvtd,  That  it  ia  incompatiblo  with  the 
character  of  the  aofemmcnt  of  the  nnlted  Statei 
to  hare  lla  Treaanrj  enriched  with  the  froita  of  a 
TJobUion  of  the  ipirit  and  letter  of  Ita  conatitntitKi. 

"Bt  it  tlurtfon  renltted.  That  the  Comniittee  of 
ffajra  and  Ueani  be  directed  Xa  report  a  bill  to  thia 
Hooae,  which  ahall  make  ample  provUon  for  re- 
funding, with  lawlid  interett,  to  all  peraona  who  ma; 
have  auifered  in  pecuniar;  penalliea  under  the  said 
law,  of  Jul;  14,  ITBB,  commonlj  called  the  Sedition 
Law,  but  entitled  >  An  act  in  ad^tioa  to  an  aet  for 
tha  punishment  of  cerUdn  crimes  against  the  United 
States,'  the  amounta  which  the;  ma;  hare  paid  to 
the  respectiic  marshals  of  the  district  coorta  em- 
powered to  lev;  and  recelTe  Ibe  said  fines ;  and,  in 
case  of  the  death,  or  absence  from  the  United  States, 
of  an;  tS  the  said  panics,  then  to  their  legal  rejK-e- 
KDtatiTes,  or  to  such  person  or  penona  at  tna;  be 
dni;  authorized  to  receiTe  the  aame." 

The  qneation  on  consideration  was  pnt  b; 
&e  Chair,  and  waa  decided  b;  yeaa  ana  naja, 
TStoSO. 

So  the  Honae  refuaed  now  to  oonaider  the 


Sufftrvrt  hf  Firt  at  Mezaadna. 

Ur.  Miner  moved  the  following  joint  reeo- 
Itition,  viz : 

Sttelttd,  b;  the  Senate  and  Eouse  of  Repreaent- 
atires.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ten  thouaand 
dollars,  be,  and  the  satOB  i«  hereb;,  appropriated,  to 
I>e  paid  oat  of  an;  mone;,  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, in  the  Treasur;,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Preudeot  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase food,  clatfalog,  and  other  articles  of  indiapc  usa- 
ble Deccroitj,  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  suQer- 
en  b;  the  destmcdve  Sra  at  Alexandria. 

Mr.  U.  add  that  it  was  known  to  all  tlie 
Honse  that  the  Cit;  of  Aleximdria  was  at  thia 
moment  bominfl,  and  that  a  oonsidershle  por- 
tion- of  it  womd,  from  appearance,  be  oon- 
snmed.  What  waa  the  extent  of  the  desolation 
he  could  not  now  know ;  but  it  was  bnt  too 
certain  that  there  mnst  be,  ere  night,  man; 
honaeless  and  homeless  families,  whose  sitna- 
tion  required  immediate  reliet  He  bad,  there- 
fore, introdnced  the  resolation  with  a  view  to 
meet  their  diatreaung  condition  as  speedll;  as 
possible. 

Mr.  DwiaBT  snggested  to  the  honorable 
mover,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  with- 
draw the  reaolntion  for  the  present,  until  the 
extent  of  the  iqjoif  alioold  be  more  fall;  as- 


certained. The  House,  when  it  waa  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts,  could  better  apportion 
their  relief  to  tiie  case. 

Mr.  MnTEB  declined  comp];wg  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  friend  from  Masuchnsetts,  and 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolution. 

Mr,  Wood,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  gentle- 
man wonld  not  press  the  second  readiog,  but 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution.  It 
was  cert^nl;  premature,  and  the  mode  of 
making  the  appropriation  objectionable. 

The  Chair  suggested,  that  this  mode  of  ap- 
propriation was  very  unnsuol — bnt  wonld  order 
the  eeoond  reading,  if  the  gentleman  insisted. 

Ur.  McrsB  now  consented  that  the  resolutioit 
■boold  Ue  on  the  table. 


FBmaT,  Jaanar;  19. 
Sufftren  at  ACeMmdria, 

The  Jdnt  resolntjmt  of  Mr.  Minxr,  propos- 
ing to  appn^riate  a  sum  of  mona;,  not  ex- 
oeeding  $10,000,  for  the  purchase  of  neoessa- 
riea  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria destituted  b;  the  fire  of  yesterda;, 
oomingnp  for  consideration — 

Mr.  MuntB  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  District  of  Oo- 
Imnbio. 

Mr.  Mttohell,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  alter 
the  resolution  b;  striking  out  tea  (thouaand) 
and  inserting  fifteen. 

Tbo  Oluur  pronounced  tlie  motion  not  now 

Mr.  8t«v«nbos,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired  of 
the  Ohur  whether,  should  the  resolotion  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District,  they 
wonld  be  restricted  hj  the  tenna  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  as  he  thou^t  the  sum  of  (10,000  too 
small,  and  also  thought  the  mone;  onght  to  be 
placed  nnder  the  control  of  the  Major  of  Alex- 
andria, rather  than  the  Freddent  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  committee 
wonld  not  be  so  restricted,  but  might  report  a 
bill  in  such  form  aa  the;  Jndged  most  eipe- 

Mr.  CucBRXLENa  suggested  the  necestit;  of 
promptitude  in  whatever  was  done — and  adced 
whether  it  wonld  not  bo  better  at  once  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Ohfur  decided  that  this  would  not  bo  in 

Mr.  Powzu,  (Chairman  of  the  Comndttee  on 
the  District)  said,  that  if  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  that  comnuttee,  the;  should  report  a 
bill  in  blank,  leaving  the  stmi  to  be  inserted  b; 
the  Honse. 

Mr.  MiNBB  stated  that  he  had  had  a  conver- 
sation with  gentlemen  of  <ho  House  on  the 
subject,  and  bod  proposed  tlie  present  course  in 
consequence  of  that  conversation. 

Mr.  Oaubbkleho  s^d  he  hod  jDBt  under- 
stood, from  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  that  if  the  aulject  waa  referred  to 
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them,  thej  were  prepared  to  report  a  bill  this 
dftj". 

Mr,  BuBGEB  eaid  he  was  as  willing  to  grant 
the  relief  proposed  as  any  gentleman  in  thia 
llall,  and  he  had  uo  duubts  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act  This  impression,  however, 
rested  Bolelj  on  the  fad,  that  the  city  to  be 
relieved  was  within  the  District,  over  which 
Congress  had  esoluBive  jorisdietion.  Without 
the  limits  of  that  District,  he  should  not  view 
such  a  relief  as  constitutional :  and  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  he  was  in  favor  of  referring 
the  resolntion  to  that  committee  of  tlie  House 
which  has  peculiar  charge  of  matters  relating 
to  that  District  alone. 

The  qaestioQ  of  reference  was  then  pnt  and 
carried. 

Mr.  BcROBB  then  moved  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  ait  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House.  The  motion  was  negatived,  (as  not  be- 
ing necessary.)    And,  immediately, 

Mr.  FowBLL,  from  the  Oommitt«e  on  the 
District,  reported  the  follovring  bill; 

.   "Slit  enaeted,k<s.T\\tithemmot doIUn 

be,  and  the  Mtne  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
oat  of  any  money  in  tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- . 
propriatcd,  for  the  relief  of  the  indigont  sufferers  by 
the  dflBtruclive  fire  in  tbe  City  of  Alewuidria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  distributed  under  tbe  di- 
reclioD  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Aleiandrii,  Cor  the  immediate  relief  of  such 
class  of  BufTerers,  and  for  no  other  purpose." 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  made  tbe  order 
of  the  day  for  this  day. 

After  disposing  of  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Powell  moved  that  ell  the  orders  of  tbe 


poned,  and  that  that  bill  be  now  considered. 

The  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  Uouso  went 
iTito  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Fiiidla.y,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chur,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  PowEU.  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  letter 
from  William  Stabler,  an  inhabitant  of  Aleian- 
dria,  (for  whose  respectability'  and  truth  Mr. 
P.  pleuged  himself  to  the  House,)  giving  a  euc' 
cinct  statement  of  the  extent  of  loss  suffered 
from  the  conflagration,  and  the  amount  that 
would  be  required  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of 
those  who  had  lost  their  homes.  This  letter 
stated  the  nomber  of  houses  destroyed  at  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy,  and  the  sum  needed 
by  the  indipjnt  portion  of  the  sufferers,  for 
their  immediate  relief,  by  food  and  clothing,  at 

$ao,ooo. 

Sir.  P.  snid  that  he  had  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  awful  desolation,  but  would  not  attempt 
a  description,  to  which  he  felt  inadeqnat«. 
One  thing  was  evident  to  all  who  knew  the 
circumstances  of  tbe  case ;  the  loss  had  fallen 
principally  npon  that  class  of  persona  whose 
little  all  consisted  In  the  implements  of  their 
trades,  and  in  their  personal  industry.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  make  np  to  any 
tlio  losses  they  had  sustained,  but  merely  lu 
reUevo  personal  distress  and  aoSering.     He 


then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with 

t20.000. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Bu8«Bs  said,  that,  in  order  to  render  it 

evident  to  all,  that  this  appropriation  waa  made 
only  because  tbe  city  distressed  lay  within  th« 
District,  he  would  move  to  pr^x  to  the  bill 
the  following  preamble : 

"  Whereas,  by  the  original  proridona  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  cesBJon  of 
the  IMstrict  of  Columbia  to  them,  invirtne  themrf^ 
this  CongresB  is  vested  with  tbe  sole  and  entire 
legislative  power  in  and  over  said.  District;  aitd 
whereas  it  is  competent  to,  and  the  duty  of^  all  sov- 
ereign states,  holding  and  exercising  such  power,  in 
all  cases  of  sudden,  great,  and  unavoidable  ealam- 
ities,  to  relieve,  by  legislative  acts,  the  people  auSer- 
ing  under  sach  cabmilies;  and  whereas,  on  tbe 
18tb  day  of  January  instant,  a  great  and  eiteosiTe 
fire  did  break  out  In  tbe  city  of  Alexandria,  within 
said  District,  and  destroyed  a  great  part  thereof 
thereby  devastating  tbe  property  of  the  opulent, 
consuming  tbe  means  of  the  less  wealthy,  and  sud- 
denly, in  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  dejuTT- 
ing  many  of  shelter  and  subsEsience :  TliereWe,  Be 
it  enacted,"  Ac. 

Mr.  PowKLi,  observed  that  it  waa,  if  in 
order,  at  least  very  unusual  to  admit  a  pream- 
ble to  any  bill  pa^ed  by  this  House ;  and,  in 
the  present  case,  ho  could  see  no  nocesmty  for 
it,  because  the  bill  itself  expressly  stated  that 
it  was  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Ateiandria, 
"  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia."  These  last 
words  bad  been  introduced  for  tlie  verj  end 
proposed  by  the  genticman's  preamble.  Tbe 
bill  could  not,  in  tnis  form,  be  urged  a»a  pre- 
cedent for  grants  out  of  the  District,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  the  motion  for  a  preamble 
would  not  be  pressed. 

Ur.  BcROBs  said  he  was  folly  satisSed,  not 
only  that  the  House  had  power  under  the  con- 
stitution, but,  that  they  were  in  duty  bound  W 
pass  the  hill.  But  he  was  desirous  it  shoold 
appear,  not  merely  that  this  was  done  for  a 
city  "  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  but  be- 
cause that  city  was  within  the  District,  so  that 
sufferers  might  not  be  coming  to  this  Hcruse  for 
relief  whenever  any  calamity  happened  in  any 
part  of  tlie  country.  He  well  knew  it  was  not 
usual  to  introduce  p^ambtes  to  bills ;  but  this 
was  an  unnsuul  case,  and  it  might  be  proper  to 
mark  it  as  such.  If  tlie  House  shall  pass  the 
bill,  it  will  have  settled  the  constitutional  qoes- 
tion,  and  it  will  be  proper  that  a  preamble 
shonld  explun  the  reason  of  the  act.  I^  how- 
ever, in  the  opinion  of  tbe  friends  of  this 
measure,  the  proposal  of  a  preamble  wilt  oper- 
ate to  embarrass  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  it. 

Some  dissent  being  expressed,  Mr.  Btnon 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  committee  roaa 
and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Herbiox,  of  Maine,  sud,  as  he  fntoided 
to  occupy  the  floor  but  a  few  minutes,  he  sup- 
posed that,  in  accordance  with  common  prao- 
tioe,  he  must  consume  a  little  Uma  ia  annoaufr 
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ing  to  the  Honse,  "1  do  not  riae  to  make  a 

I  certainlT,  said  he,  have  a  hirii  respect  for 
ttie  philanthropic  motives  on  wbich  this  bill  is 
founded,  and  have  not  oome  to  a  detenninatioD 
to  Tot«  against  it.  Mf  sympathiea  are  stronglj 
excited.  Bat  while  thu  till  was  under  Uie 
eonsidcration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  I  Bupposed  to  be  the  nsage,  I  thought  I 
beheld  the  figure  of  a  man,  whom  I  have  never 
Been,  bnt  of  whom  I  have  beard  considerable, 
mnd  said  something — a  Buffering  constitaent,  hf 
the  name  of  Jsaao  Pool — whioh  addressed  me, 
in  a  voice  probably  not  nifflcieatlr  audible  to 
be  heard  hj  other  gentlemen,  hat  beina  specially 
directed  to  me,  I  distinotlj  heard  Him.  His 
q>eech  was  as  follows : 

"I«u,soiiiefew  jearflrfnce,  while  tn  the  pttmdl 
of  ray  DBUl  svooiUoa,  tlwt  of  a  ifaipmuter,  raptur- 
ed, with  the  Teasel  and  crew,  then  und«r  my  com- 
mand. JL  prixe  erew  wu  put  on  board.  A  few  days 
afterwuds,  I  soeceeded  in  rectptnring  the  venel,  and 
""fc'"g  prisDoers  of  the  piniM^  ind  brought  them 
into  a  port  of  the  United  Btaite«,and  delivered  them 
to  the  proper  antboriUes.  I  was  rscogniied,  in  a 
heavy  aum,  to  appear  against  them  u  a  witness,  and 
kept  under  reconiizance  for  two  years,  whereby  I 
waa  deprived  of  Ina  privilege  of  pursuing  my  usual 
avocation,  ihst  'on  which  I  lived,'  and  my  family 
rednced  to  aa  great  lUstrera  as  those  for  whoao  relief 
thia  bill  is  intended.  I  applied  to  Congress  for  re- 
lief but  inaiead  of  bread  I  received  a  stone.  Hj 
case  waa  admitted  to  he  a  hard  one,  but  it  was  said 
not  to  be  harder  than  othen  hod  to  submit  to,  and 
that,  to  gnnt  me  relief,  would  be  'opening  a  doer,' 
aed  '  eatabliriiing  a  dangerous  precedent.'  But  I 
am  unable  to  aee  why  it  wontd  b«  opening  a  wider 
door,  or  establishing  a  more  dangeroos  precedent, 
to  reliere  distreas  inearred  by  acta  of  pirates  and 
Ooremments,  than  that  iocurred  by  an  act  of  Provi- 
dence. Other  places  are  equally  usble  to  tbe  dU- 
Iresses  of  confiagratioo  as  Alexandria;  and  must  I, 
who,  by  acts  of  piracy  and  the  Government  of  my 
country,  have  been,  with  my  family,  reduced  to  peo' 
nry  »nd  want,  be  compplled  to  contribute  a  mile  to 
their  relief,  in  every  article  of  comfort  whioh  I  may 
be  obliged  to  pnrchase  and  pay  for  by  that  hind  of 
mm"''  tabor  into  *htch  you  have  irbitrarily  thrown 
mef  If  so,  let  me  next  time  be  'tried  by  Are.'  Be 
Jest  before  yooara  gensrous." 

Here  ended  the  speech  of  the  spectre — and 
here  ends  my  speech. 

Mr.  F.  JoBHSox  said  it  was  alwars  with  re- 
Inotance  that  be  n>»e  to  addresa  the  Honse,  and 
more  especially  on  the  present  occasion,  in 
which  was  enlisted  the  best  feelings  and  ajm- 
potbiefl  of  the  heart,  in  favor  of  a  snffering  and 
afflicted  people,  Bnt,  believing,  aa  he  did,  that 
Congress  possessed  no  power  to  vote  Bway  the 

Sinblio  money,  except  for  poblio  parposea,  he 
eit  himself  constrained  to  oppose  the  hill.  Re 
sai^he  felt  as  much  for  the  eufferers  as  any 
geimeman  in  the  Honse,  and  was  as  willing  to 
coDtribnte  his  mite  ont  of  his  private  funds  as 
any  other;  that  the  hQl  proposed  a  mere  gift 
or  gratuity,  and  not  an  ordinary  act  of  legisla- 
tion in  the  lAstrict ;  that  the  power  of  Con- 
greea  to  dispose  of  the  public  nmda  was  lim- 
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ited,  in  his  estimation ;  that  Congress  had  no 
Donstitntiona)  right  to  apply  the  public  money 
bnt  to  public  uses,  and  in  consideration  of  pub- 
lic services.  This  was  an  affair  altogether  of 
oharitr  to  individuals,  upon  neither  of  those 
gronnoB ;  that  the  citizens  of  every  other  town 
in  the  Union,  who  sbonld  meet  with  a  like 
calamity,  had  precisely  the  same  claims  upon 
the  charity  of  the  House.  He  could  not  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Ur.  Bbsnt  said  that  he  regretted  mnch  to 
find  an  opposition  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ob 
he  hoped  it  would  have  paissed  by  a  nnsnimona 
vote.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  tbe  gentleman  troni  Kentacky,  (Ur.  Jobk- 
soy,)  who  opf>OBe9  this  bill  npon  eonstitntional 
grounds.  I  did  not  expect,  said  Ur  B.,  to  meet 
iritb  cold  constitutional  objections  upon  a  sah- 
Ject  like  the  present,  calcnlated  to  excite  the 
wannest  and  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart. 
Thia  objection  is  not  tenable.  Vhen  wai  it 
ever  contended  befbre,  that  Oongreas  had  not 
the  power  embraced  in  this  hill  t  Sir,  the 
Oovemment  has  often  gone  beyond  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill,  and  we  never  heard  of  consti- 
tutional donbts.  As  far  as  laws  have  estab- 
lished precedents,  we  have  enough  of  them  to 
guide  ns.  Uay  I  he  permitted  to  refer  the  gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Johnson)  and  this  Hooae  to  the 
acts  extending  relief  to  the  refugees  from  St. 
Domingo,  to  the  suSbrers  of  Oaraocai  from  an 
earthquake,  to  the  relief  given  to  those  who 
lost  their  property  by  the  earthqoake  of  1813, 
at  New  Uodnd,  on  the  Mis^ssippi,  and  to  the 
appropriation  made  last  year,  of  (20,000,  to 
relieve  the  starving  sitnation  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians. These  precedents  extend  -beyond  the 
principles  embraced  in  this  bill ;  for  they  not 
only  extend  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy, 
bat  to  foreign  countries.  And  shall  It  now  be 
triumphantly  said,  that  Congress  cannot  assist 
the  unfortunate  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
over  which  it  alone  has  Jorisdiction  I  I  hope 
not.  I  trust  that  this  objection  will  not  arrest 
the  benevolent  feelings  which  hove  prompted 
this  measure,  which  will  be  so  gratifying  to 
our  constituents,  and  thot  one  voice  only  will 
be  heard,  and  that  voioe  be  tn  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  that  immediate  assistanoe  vrill  be  given  to 
the  unfortnitate  sufferers. 

Mr.  MoCoT  knew  very  well,  he  said,  that 
precedents  could  be  produced  for  almost  any 
thing.  But  the  House  was  not  governed  by 
them,  however  numerous.  It  must  act  accord- 
ing to  its  convictions  of  propriety.  For  him- 
self, he  was  sorry  that  he  was  constrained  to 
rote  against  the  bill.  He  ftlt,  he  believed,  aa ' 
strong  symnathy  with  those  who  had  been  de- 
prived of  their  homes  ot  snch  a  season,  as  any 
of  those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  biiL 
The  gentlemen  professed  to  derive  their  an- 
thori^  from  that  clanse  of  the  oonstitoUon 
which  gives  Congrees  exclusive  power  of  le^s- 
lation  over  tbe  District  of  Columbia;  but  a 
good  rule  should  work  both  ways.  He  admit- 
ted that  Congress,  as  tbe  L^ulatore  of  the 
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States,  might  t&i  the  people  committed  to  tbeir 
care,  for  the  benoiit  of  snfferera,  if  It  thought 
proper;  but  not  that  it  might  tax  the  States 
ioT  the  eiclnsivB  beaefit  of  thia  District.  He 
coold  not  coDsent  that  CoDKresa  should  moke  a 
donation  in  this  District  which  it  would  refuse 
in  any  of  the  States.  He  was  aware  that  eome 
gentlemen  thought  Congress  might  apply  the 
public  moner  to  any  otject  they  thought 
proper ;  but  he  waa  of  a  very  different  opin- 
ion. He  had  no  doabt  that  the  distreM,  in  this 
case,  was  very  great ;  but  he  would  rather  see 
a  subscription  paper  handing  about  the  House, 
than  hear  gentlemen  advocating  ench  a  bill. 
In  the  one  case,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any,  but 
lie  was  opposed  to  disposing  of  the  pnbUc 


lished  for  snch  an  end,  and  if  it  began,  there 
vas  no  limit  to  the  demands  that  might  be 
made  upon  its  charity.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  he  had  no  objections.  He 
Uiought  the  snm  as  small  as  could,  with  any 
propriety,  be  given.  But  to  the  principle  be 
objected  altogether. 

Mr.  Nkwtok  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
act  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
of  Coracces,  in  South  America,  when  suffenng 
from  earthquakes  and  consequent  famine.  The 
act  of  1812  was  read  accordingly. 

Ur.  Stbyeheon,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address 
the  House.  He  had  never  been  called  upon  to 
discharge  a  public  duty,  in  which  his  judgment 
md  feelings  were  more  directly  opposed,  than 
in  the  present  instance.  So  man  upon  that 
floor  sympathized  more  sincerely  and  more 
deeply  in  the  recent  calamity  which  had  over- 
spread a  portion  of  the  District,  than  he  did, 
and  no  one  would  more  willingly  contrifaate  as 
an  individual  to  give  relief  and  succor  to  the 
qnbappy  sufferers  over  whom  desolation  had 
qiread  its  ravages.  The  measure  of  this  relief, 
he  said,  would  be  only  limited  by  liis  ability  to 
give.  He  would  pour  out  freely  his  individual 
funds,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  heal  the  broken 
heart,  and  administer  consolation  to  these  un- 
I^appy  sufferers.  But  he  had  other  and  higher 
duties  to  perform,  than  the  indulgence  of  his 
sympathies.  He  could  not,  as  a  Representa- 
Uve  upon  this  floor,  permit  his  judgment  to 
yield  to  his  sympathies,  and  himself  to  be  hur- 
ried by  a  gust  of  generous  and  noble  feeling 
iuto  the  exercise  of  a  dangerous  and  unconsti- 
tutional power.  The  power,  Mr.  S.  said, 
which  must  be  sustained  by  the  House  before 
this  bill  could  pass,  was,  in  his  view,  one  of 
gigantic  and  alarming  extent,  and  might  be 
hereafter  resorted  to  as  o  moat  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. It  went  to  the  extent  of  unlimited 
sovereignty  in  the  General  Government  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  the  right  of 
appropriating  the  national  funds,  for  any  and 
eveiy  purpose,  unrestrained  and  unlimited  but 
by  the  diM:rction  of  Congress.  These  powers 
be  conid  never  admit.    He  was  forced,  there- 


fore, to  resist  them,  upon  tiis  occaoou,  or  to 
renounce,  forever,  all  those  principles  and  D|nii- 
ions  which  he  had  heretofore  cherished   and 


make,  and,  painful  as  it  was,  he  must  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cabbos  said,  that,  under  the  stat«  at 
feeling  in  which  he  now  was,  he  found  it  im- 
posHble  to  remain  silent.  If  he  had  not  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  distress,  and  witnessed  it 
with  his  own  eyes,  he  might  perhaps  have  bem 
in  a  sitnatJon  coldly  to  reflect  on  iiis  constibi- 
tional  duty ;  bat,  as  it  was,  he  felt  equally  un- 
able and  indisposed  to  go  into  any  nice  discns- 
fflons  on  that  subject.  He  was  not  a  lawTer, 
and  bis  opinions,  if  ever  bo  decided,  were  not 
to  be  relied  on  where  nice  legal  distinctions 
were  involved.  But  he  felt,  whether  firom 
sympathy  or  some  other  cause,  strongly  im- 
pelled to  vote  in  favor  of  'Uiis  bill,  'mien  be 
liod  lost  sight  returned  from  the  smoking  mina 
of  Alexandria,  and  had  laid  him  down  at  night 
upon  his  bed,  be  could  not  but  reflect  on  tho 
situation  of  many  of  liis  fellow-beings,  -who 
had  the  night  before  slept  in  security,  and  this 
night  had  not  where  to  lay  their  heads,  -who 
linil  that  very  morning  risen  in  comfortable, 
perhaps  affluent  circumstances,  and  at  night 
found  themselves  without  a  dollar  in  the  world. 
He  hod  seen  beautiful  edifices,  equal,  some  of 
tbam,  to  almost  any  in  this  metropolis,  tum- 
bling into  ruins :  he  bad  seen  debcate  femalee^ 
as  well  bred,  and  as  well  dressed,  as  were  any- 
where to  be  found,  throwing  themselvea  into 
the  ranks,  and  banding  water  till  their  hands 
were  stifi^ned  with  ice,  and  their  limbs  with 
the  cold,  and  who  refused  to  retire  from  their 
post,  though  repeatedly  urged  to  do  so.  After 
witnessing  a  scene  of  suffering  and  distress 
like  this,  ne  was  unable  to  refuse  bis  assent  to 
the  bill,  ne  bad  listened  with  attention  to  tbo 
objections  urged.  If  inclined  to  pin  his  faith 
on  the  sleeve  of  any  man,  he  would  choose  tha 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  his  right  (Mr. 
Stbvesson) — but  be  could  not  in  this  instaaoe 
coincide  with  him  in  sentiment.  He  had  asked 
for  a  distinction  between  the  District  of  Co^ 
lumbia  and  other  territories  nnder  the  control 
of  the  General  Government.  Mr.  C.  would 
answer  the  inquiry  by  observing,  that  all  the 
tcritorics  had  delegates  to  represent  their  wish- 
es, and  to  take  charge  of  their  interests  on  this 
floor ;  but  the  people  of  the  District  of  Ctdom- 
bia  had  none  to  represent  Uiem  but  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  at  largo.  The  latter, 
tlierefore,  had  the  strongest  claim  upon  the 
core  and  liberality  of  the  House.  Alexandria, 
that  was  in  this  case  the  sufferer,  had  already 
lost  nmcb  by  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. She  had  lost  her  wealth  and  %er 
commercial  standing.  Under  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, this  city  had  sprung  up  by  her  side, 
ns  a  powerful  and  successful  rivaL  She  was 
already  sinking,  when  the  fire  of  yesterday  had 
given  almost  a  death-blow.    In  sodi  droim- 
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Btsnccs,  could  the  House  think  of  reAising  to 
the  wretehed  safferera  sach  a  luin  ta  twenty 
thousand  dollars  t  a  Bum  scarce  enffident  to 
parchase  beds  for  all  who  were  without  any. 

Mr.  Abohkb  woold  obtrude  for  a  Tery  uiort 
time  on  ibo  attention  of  the  EoDse.  He  hod 
been  not  tinwilling;,  conceding  to  the  r^id 
progress  desired  for  it  by  its  frieods,  to  have 
given  a  silent  vote  on  the  bUl.  This  the  coarse 
of  the  debate,  however,  had  now  rendered  im- 
possible. He  should  vote  for  the  bill — yield  it 
his  cordial  support — bnt  not  on  the  grounds 
which  had  been  stated,  and  especially  by  the 
gentleman  f^om  Louisiana.  (Mr.  Bbbnt.)  If 
Uiose  were  to  be  conridered  as  the  real  grounds 
of  its  vindication,  his  reprobation  of  the  meas- 
nre  wonid  be  infinitely  more  cordial  than  his 
support ;  as  tlie  duty  he  owed  to  the  constita~ 
tion,  superseded  any  claim,  however  impera- 
tive, which  could  be  founded  on  the  office  of 
humanity.  He  owed  it,  therefore,  to  his  polit- 
ical principles,  and  to  his  personal  consistency, 
to  expl^n  the  real  grounds  on  which  hia  sup- 
port was  rendered.  That  this  Government 
possessed  authority  to  appropriate  the  resources 
of  the  Union  at  discretion,  he  utterly  denied. 
He  protested  against  it  as  a  doctrine  which  in- 
Tolved  in  its  plain  results  the  absolute  subver- 
rion  of  all  the  limitations  of  the  constitution. 
With  an  nnrostricted  authority  as  respected  the 
Miplication  of  money,  the  idea  of  oircnmscrip- 
tion  to  the  objects  and  scope  of  this  autliority, 
was  iUusory  and  null.  There  might  be  limita- 
tions as  respected  the  amount,  bnt  not  the 
sphere.  This  wonid  spread  everywhere— be 
aa  illimitable  as  the  wind.  This  Qovemment 
had  not  control  over  all  objects  which  the  State 
Govemmants  controlled.  This  wonid  ha  in- 
consistent with  the  very  nature  and  name  of  a 
Federative  system,  which  was  set  up  for  par- 
ticniar  specino  purposes  only,  as  every  one  ac- 
knowledged. These  purposes,  it  might  be  said, 
were  not  snsceptible  of  accurate  and  nnqaes- 
tioned  ascertainment.  Admit  this  to  be  so,  yet 
there  were  lines  which  it  was  impossible,  with- 
out a  gross  abuse  of  reason  and  deviation  from 
fair  conduct,  to  transcend,  Functions  could 
not  be  inferred  as  appropriated  to  the  specific 
authority,  which  the  State  and  constituent  au- 
thorities wore  competent,  without  tjueation,  to 
discharge  with  equal  or  greater  facility  and  ad- 
vantage for  themselves.  This  would  be  out- 
raging an  acknowledged  principle  in  relation  to 
individuals  and  political  depositories.  Govem- 
raents  were  more  jealous  of  their  authority 
than  individnals.  The  State  Governments  did 
not  require  an  auxiliary ;  there  was  not  a  now 
and  further  authority,  a  ^wenty-flfth  govern- 
ment, to  eieroise  the  function  of  disbursement 
of  the  public  money.  This,  surely,  the  State 
Governments  were  competent  to  do  for  them- 
selves, and  the  function  was  not,  therefore,  to 
be  considered  as  transferred  ^nerally,  for  oil 
purposes,  without  reserve,  without  restraint. 
This  was  no  conclusion  of  metaphysical  subtle- 
ty, bat  of  c«amon  nnderatanding.    Aa  to  the 


precedent  which  had  been  mentioned,  how  wa» 
precedent  to  operate  on  a  question  of  oonstitU' 
tion  I  Its  operation  was  on  opinion  and  judg- 
ment, not  principle  and  conscience.  Ko  man's 
opinion  could  bind  another's  principles.  Pre- 
cedents operated  in  judicial  tribunals  because 
the  object  of  this  judication  was  to  obtain  uni- 
formity of  decision.  In  a  legislative  jurisdic- 
tion, tiey  hod  no  binding  operation,  because  the 
purpose  in  these  was  not  so  much  to  fix  as  to 
vary  decision,  till  it  was  supposed  to  have  at^ 
t^ned  correctness,  and  even  to  conform  to  the 
perpetual  fluctuations  of  opinion.  Precedents, 
then,  in  these  jurisdictions,  were  nothing  as 
regarded  their  authority.  The  precedents  re- 
lied ou  in  the  present  Instance,  would  be  of  no 
force  even  in  courts:  for  the  point  which  was 
now  presented  had  not,  as  Ur.  H,  believed, 
been  made ;  and  it  was  the  rule  of  courts,  in 
this  respect,  that  the  question  in  dispute  must 
have  been  agitated,  to  give  to  the  decision  tho 
character  of  precedent.  The  argument  from 
precedent  proved  nothing,  therefore,  in  this 
case,  if  it  could  do  so  in  any  of  the  same  kind. 
The  right  to  give  the  money  which  was  now 
asked  from  our  humanity,  was  not  dependent^ 
Mr.  A.  said,  on  any  such  unwarranted  doctrine 
as  this  he  had  been  examining.  If  it  were,  hs 
would  be  behind  no  man  in  renouncing  and  in 
denouncing,  Instead  of  acceding  to  it  We  bad 
no  power  to  bestow  the  money  of  the  Union, 
on  all  objects  and  occasions,  at  our  discretion, 
however  strong  the  appeal  these  objects  and 
occasions  might  address  to  ns.  We  could  only 
bestow  this  money  for  the  cleariy  defined  ob- 
jects of  the  Union.  It  was  not  that  the  pre- 
servation and  good  order  and  prosperity  of  thia 
District,  OS  of  the  territories  or  oUior  places  id 
which  Confess  exercise  exclusive  Jurisdiction, 
was  one  of  the  clearly  defined  objects  of  the 
Union,  committed  to  the  Government,  in  the 
due  advancement  of  which  its  interest  was  un- 
questioned— even  this  ground  was  not  essential 
to  vindicate  the  appropriation  which  was  now 
proposed.  But  w^e  were  a  Legislature  for  the 
District  as  well  as  for  the  Union.  Our  larger 
functions  did  not  exclude  and  swallow  up,  and 
annihilate  the  less.  If  it  were  a  paramount,  it 
was  not  an  absorbing  function.  But,  aa  the 
Legislature  of  the  District,  our  power  to  sus- 
tain and  to  burthen  must  he  correlative.  We 
might  tax  without  any  other  limit  than  discre- 
tion. We  had  a  power  not  only  as  large,  bnt 
larger,  and  though  not  unbounded,  yet  leas 
bounded,  than  that  of  any  State  Government 
within  its  limits.  Could  our  power  be  of  this 
character,  to  take  the  money  of  the  people  of 
the  District,  and  yet  the  power  be  denied  ns  to 
return  to  them  tlie  whole  or  any  portion  of  it, 
to  advance  them  in  prosperity — to  sustain  them 
in  affliction )  What  sort  of  a  mockery  was  it 
to  talk  of  a  Government  without  such  a  reci- 

Erocity  of  power,  and  that,  too,  in  the  heart  and 
09om  of  a  community  of  freemen!  ITobody 
denied  our  power  to  tax ;  nor  that  we  did  tax 
the  District  lu  preciady  the.aame  way  in  which 
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we  did  BveiT'  other  portion  of  the  conntiT' — aU 
our  taxation  might  bo  said  to  be  derived  from 
indirect  Boorces  at  present.  A  friend  near  iraa, 
iii.  A.  Bud,  suggested  that  the  direct  tax  had 
operated  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  TVaa  this 
power  to  tax,  a  mere  office  of  spoliation, 
without  a  faoultj  to  expend  the  truita  on  the 
Bubjecte  of  it!  It  waa  not  the  money  of  the 
TTnion,  but  their  own  monej,  which  he  claimed 
the  right  to  expend  on  their  occasions  or  neces- 
sitiea.  If  we  had  not  this  power  in  relation  to 
them,  who  had  !  Were  thej  an  oatlawed  race, 
disfranchised  of  all  beneficial  exercise  of  politi' 
cal  anthority — accesdble  to  ita  barthens—pre- 
clnded  from  any  snstaining  visitation  of  its  in- 
fluence t  This  coold  not  be  in  reason,  ttaj 
more  than  jnstic«  or  hnmanitj. 

The  case,  Hr.  A.  said,  was  one  addressing 
the  strongest  appeal  to  sympathy  and  feelins. 
It  addressed,  however,  yet  a  stronger  principle 
— the  obligation  to  extend  protecting  care  to 
those  who  were  committed  to  onr  control  by 
the  oonstitntion.  The  concession  we  were 
asked  to  make,  so  for  from  violating  any  con- 
stitntioDal  or  other  principle,  wonld  be  made 
not  to  sympathy,  bat  duty. 

Ur.  ^OBBS  said,  that  the  qnestion  which  hod 
been  well  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Abober,)  involved  an  answer  to  all 
the  arguments  which  had  been  offered  agunst 
the  bill.  Where  Is  the  snprenie  legislative 
power  over  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square 
vested — and  in  whom  t  He  hoped  that  some 
one  of  those  who  opposed  the  measure  would 
answer  this  question  distinctly  and  folly;  for, 
to  deny  that  this  general  power  is  vested  in 
Congress,  either  assnmes  or  must  lead  to  the 
condnaioQ,  that.  In  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  is  no  civil  government  at  all.  Until  this 
question  Is  satisfactorily  answered,  there  seemed 
to  him  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  constitntionality 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  8.  said,  that  he  considered  the 
doubt  which  had  been  started,  to  have  been 
settled  too  long,  and  on  too  many  occasions,  to 
admit  of  question  at  this  day.  We  have  incor- 
porated in  this  District  a  host  of  banks,  and 
yet  no  very  lond  alarm  was  sonnded  on  the 
creation  of  these  incorporations ;  or,  if  any 
one  had  then  doubted  our  right  to  create  them, 
the  question  has  been  given  np  long  ago.  He 
begged  leave  to  aak  under  wnich  ot  Uie  enu- 
merated powers,  and  which  of  them  waa  pro- 
posed to  De  carried  into  effect  by  these  meas- 
ures t  But  this  la  a  mere  fragment  of  what 
has  been  done.  Congress  have  created  incor- 
porations for  bridges,  and  imposed  tolls  for  the 
benefit  of  private  companies.  They  have  au- 
thorized canals,  and  imposed  tolls  on  the  navi- 
gation of  them;  and,  on  numerous  subjects  of 
strictly  internal  and  domestio  regulation,  have 
unifbnnly  exercised  all  the  powers  of  a  local 
Legislature  for  all  mmilcipal  purposes,  and  con- 
tinue this  legislation  at  eveir  session,  withont 
question  of  its  const!  tutionafity.  These  bills, 
exacting  tolls  and  taxes  at  these  canals  and 
bridges,  rweived  tits  Banction  of  the  Executive 


at  different  times,  and  from  some  of  whom  we 
might  have  had  reason  to  expect  an  olgection, 
if  a  serious  or  plausible  doubt  could  have  been 
supported  againat  them.  The  bill  for  estab- 
tislimg  tolls  on  the  Oumberlond  road,  within 
the  boondaries  of  some  of  the  States,  was  met 

Suite  prompUy  with  an  Executive  veto,  but  he 
id  not  recollect  that  the  constitution  or  rights 
of  the  States  bod  ever  been  considered  to  be 
in  any  danger  fhim  the  numberless  acta  of  a 
municipal  character,  adopted  In  our  legislatirai 
over  this  District.  The  oonstitntion  has  so  nil- 
equivocally  and  plainly  expreesed  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  Oongresa  over  it,  that  the  very 
letter  of  it  scarcely  admitt«dj  in  his  opinion,  ct 
a  question.  As  to  the  exercise  of  political  au- 
thority over  the  States,  our  powers  were  enn- 
merated  ond  specific ;  but,  when  the  constita- 
tion  Epeaka  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  it 
grants  to  Congress  the  power  of  esclndve 
legislation  In  kU  cases  whatever.  There  is  do 
limitation  or  restriction.  We  are  the  Le^sla- 
ture  of  the  States  in  the  powers  enumerated  as 
to  them ;  but  as  to  this  District,  we  ar«  the 
anpreme  legislative  power.  The  very  phrasej 
"  the  power  to  legislate  in  all  cases  whatever," 
b  the  precise  definition  itself  of  the  sapiema 
political  power  of  a  State.  Onr  power  here  is 
absolute,  uncontrollable,  and  unrestricted.  It 
is,  indeed,  exercised  more  broadly  than  the 
States  themselves  have  done  over  their  own 
people.  We  have  even  taxed  this  District 
witnont  its  consent,  and  withont  even  the  form 
of  representation.  We  are  sovereign  here  for 
all  purposes,  and  have  the  same  discretion  that 
the  State  Legislaturesmay  exercise  in  theirown 
Governments.  An  Idea  had  been  started  in 
the  debate,  which  he  thought  had  misled  Ha 
opponents  of  the  bill.  It  was  asked.  If  we 
coald  take  the  money  collected  from  the  peo- 
ple, or  belondng  to  Uie  United  States,  and  ex- 
pend it  in  tbiB  District?  It  was  a  snffident 
answer  to  this  to  aay,  that  the  public  Treasury 
receives  from  this  District,  throngh  the  custom 
house  at  Alexandria,  a  share  of  tne  public  rev- 
enue, and  it  might  be  as  conclusive  an  answer 
as  the  ailment  itself  assumes,  to  sak,  in  re- 
ply, if  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  money 
collected  here,  and  expend  It  anywhere  elset 
The  truth  is,  that  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
is  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  not  in  its 
character  of  a  le^slaUve  power  as  to  the 
States,  or  the  enumerated  powers,  but  as  the 
Le^ature  also  of  this  Diatrict,  The  dif- 
ference of  the  extent  of  Its  powers  over  the 
one  or  the  other  creates  no  ^tlnct  character 
in  ita  revenues.  We  hold  no  share  of  the 
money  In  the  T«a*ry  as  the  money  of  the 
States,  and  another  in  our  character  as  the 
Legislature  of  this  District.  It  is  the  conunoo 
fund  of  the  Government,  no  matter  traa 
whence  it  came.  He  had  never  thought  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  any  power  whatever,  fbf 
any  public  object,  we  were  to  look  first  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  from  whence  our  reve- 
nue comes,  before  we  -wutore  to  diqioao  of  It, 
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It  ia  not  receiTed  to  be  paid  back  agaia  U 
Tery  peraonB  or  StaMs  who  oontribnte  It. 
had  heard  that  we  had  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  ctuiala  in  the  territories,  becanse 
the  public  lande  in  those  territories  belonged  to 
the  United  States,  and  paid  a  revenue  when 
sold,  bat  he  was  not  a  believer  in  this  doctrine, 
though  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  constmct  roads  or  canals  in  its 
territories,  if  it  was  tfaooght  best  to  do  so. 
considered  the  grant  of  this  fond,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  ^ven  for  the  relief  of  'Uie  sufferers 
at  Aleiandnii,  as  a  qoestion  of  mere  disoretion, 
and  as  completelj  within  the  oonstitnlioual 
power  of  ConEresa  as  the  right  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  one  of  the  States  in  respect  to  one  of 
its  own  ctties ;  and  was  nuwilling  to  protract 
the  hour  of  tbeir  relief  hj  prolonging  the  de- 
bate. He  did  not  think  that  the  question  had 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  power  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  in  the  States, 
either  under  the  power  of  appropriation,  from 
whence  some  had  derived  it,  or  as  incident  to 
any  of  the  powers  ennmerated  in  the  constitu- 
tion. That  question  must  be  settled,  if  it  is 
not  already  so,  on  groonds  altogether  distinct 
fhim  those  which  support,  this  bUL 

Ifr.  Caubbelxno  sud  it  waa  not  hia  inten- 
tion to  prolong  the  debate.  He  was  too  sensi- 
ble that  he  owed  an  apology  to  the  spirit  of 
humanity,  for  every  word  he  uttered;  for, 
while  the  debate  waa  progressing,  those  for 
whom  the  charity  was  designed,  were  perish- 

XHe  respected  the  scruples  of  gentlemen 
enteri^aiaed  coast  itutionaldoubta — he,  also, 
waa  anxious  to  act  apon  constitutional  princi- 
ples— but  this  was  not  the  time,  nor  the  occa- 
sion, to  %ht  the  battles  of  the  constitution. 
Even  if  he  doubted,  he  would  at  once  cast  his 
doubts  aside,  and  extend  relief  to  his  Buffering 
fellow-citizens.  He  confessed  he  was,  in  thia 
instance,  actuated  by  on  impulse,  such  as  he 
should  feel  ou  seeing  a  felloW'Creature  about 
to  perish  amidst  the  waves — he  ahould  plunge 
in  to  save  him,  regardless  of  the  coDseqnences. 
Upon  a  proper  occasion,  he  should  be  ready  to 
defend  the  constitution.  Whenever  it  is  at- 
tacked— whenever  a  dangerous  enemy  appears, 
then  would  the  gentlemau  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SnsYxseos,)  and  himself,  be  found  side  bj  side, 
defending  ^e  principles  of  the  constitution ; 
but  this  waa  not  such  an  occasion.  What  were 
the  ciroumstanoes !  In  the  coldest  winter  we 
have  seen  for  many  years — in  the  coldest  night 
we  almost  ever  felt,  part  of  a  town  within 
aight  of  us,  and  within  our  own  jurisdiction, 
is  Itud  desolate,  and  in  ashes ;  and  our  fellow- 
citixeus,  houseless  and  destitute,  ask  us  for  re- 
Uef ;  it  was  not  a  time  to  stop  to  examine  our 
constitutional  doubts.  He  trusted  that  the  cit- 
adel of  the  constitution  would  never  be  as- 
saulted- but,  if  it  ever  should,  God  grants  said 
Hr.  0.,  it  may  never  be  surrendered  to  an  ene- 
my more  formidable  or  dangerous  than  charity. 
Bnt,  in  this  case,  it  is  not  endangered — we 
Iisve  the  power — we,  are   protected   by  the 


shield  of  the  constitution — let  us  march  prompt- 
ly to  save  our  oouutrymen,  who  are  at  this 
moment  perishing  from  cold  and  from  want. 

Hr.  Hauiltoh  aaid  that  he  really  thonsht 
the  question  free  from  all  difficoltj,  in  relation 
to  the  constitutiouol  power  of  tiie  House  to 
pass  the  proposed  appropriation. 

The  authority  of  "exclusive  legidation," 
given  by  the  constitution  to  Congress  withia 
the  "ten  miles  aquare,"  could  &irlyembraoe 
all  the  exercise  of  power  necessary  for  the 
measure,  Thia  power  of  "  exclusive  legisla- 
tion "  was  given  without  an  enumeration  of 
any  branchea  of  authority  in  the  grant,  which 
were  intended  to  be  excepted,  and  it  was  cer* 
tunly  designed  that  Con^«sa  should  exercise 
such  municipal  fnuctions  aa  belonged  to  the  so* 
cial  condition  of  the  people  over  whom  exclu- 
sive lej^slation  was  to  be  exerted.  It  was  by 
virtue  of  this,  that  we  laid  out  streets,  con- 
etructad  highways,  and  ^propriated  money  for 
pavements,  within  the  CSty  of  Washington: 
and,  if  all  these  things  could  be  done  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  they  can,  with  equal 
authority,  be  done  in  Alexandria,  which  f 


within  the  ten  miles  s 
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cases  of  such  a  distressmg  calamity  aa  the  one 
we  have  witnessed,  an  exercise  of  authority 
belonging  to  the  ordinary  municipal  functions  1 
And  if  we  can  go  into  the  street  and  construct 
pavemeute  within  the  District,  for  the  con- 
venience of  its  community,  can  we  not  exer- 
cise the  same  power  of  appropriation  to  sub- 
serve a  more  eminent  convenience,  if  not  an 
absolute  neeeasity  ? 

He  respected  the  patriotic  feelings  and  en- 
lightened opiniona  of  his  friends  from  Virginia 
on  most  of  the  subjects  of  constitutional  power 
which  they  discussed  In  that  House;  but  be 
re^tted  that  they  had  reterded  the  progresa 
of  a  measure  to  which  he  did  not  think  their 
doctrines  qiplied.  With  them  he  was  prepared 
to  put  a  negative  on  the  unlimited  power  of 
appropriating  money  on  the  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  he  conoeived  thia  one  of 
the  largest  stretehes  of  authority  that  conld  be 
assumed.  To  give  to  any  Government  the 
power  to  spend  money  without  restriction,  was 
to  give  them  the  power  to  do  what  they 
pletued ;  it  was  the  great  lever,  physical  and 
moral,  by  which,  in  civilized  society,  almost 
any  thing  could  be  moved.  Nor  waa  it  an  an- 
swer to  this  to  say  that  it  was  harmless,  if  the 
whole  power  was  ejthausted  by  the  mere  act  of 
appropriation,  and  if  Congress  assumed  no  sub- 
ordinate power  consequent  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  money.  It  ought  in  reply  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  act  of  appropriation  may  in 
itself  carry  with  it  all  the  consequences  of 
power  in  the  effect  to  be  accomplished,  which 
wonld  render  subsequent  legislation  a  mere 
matter  of  regulation  aa  to  the  modification  of 
that  large  mass  of  power  which  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  public  money  had  already  created. . 

With  these  views,  he  had  always  considered 
the  argnmente  of  Kr.  Ifonroe,  (aa  highly  u  h» 
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respected  the  opinions  of  this  venerable  pa- 
triot,) OS  more  open  to  objection  tlian  tnimj  of 
the  worceB  irom  which  the  authority  to  con- 
Btnict  worhB  of  internal  improvement  had  heen 
derived.  With  this  sentiment  it  was  unneces- 
aary  for  him  to  »aj  that  he  concurred  with 
his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stbtbhson,)  that 
the  charitable  donations  to  the  people  of  Ga- 
raccas,  atter  the  memorable  eartnquake  which 
had  desolated  their  country,  and  to  the  reh- 
gees  from  San  Domingo,  were  appropriationa 
made  without  oanstitatioual  power ;  and  are 
therefore  not  precedents  entitled  to  anthor- 
itj.  Bnt  it  will  be  recollected  that  we 
were  not  empowered  to  exercise  "  exclnsive 
legMation  "  over  the  territory  of  Caraccaa,  or 
over  the  Inhabitants  of  San  Domingo ;  that  the 
oonsenration  of  the  peace,  safety,  and  well- 
being  of  thoeo  commnnides  were  not  confided 
to  our  care.  In  one  word,  sir,  it  seems  to  me 
nuoeptible  of  demonstration,  that  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  money,  within  this 
District,  for  this  District,  is  an  inseparable  in- 
cident "  to  exduBiTe  legidation  "  over  it. 

Bnt  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  limita- 
tions to  the  exercise  of  this  power  within  the 
District  of  Columbia  t  which  brought  him  to  a 
point  in  tlie  argument  where  he  would  notice  a 
most  unwarrantable  assumption  of  antbority, 
which  the  Kentleraan  from  New  York  (Mr, 
Stobrs)  hao  set  up  for  Congress  within  the 
ten  miles  square.  If  he  nnderetood  that  ^n- 
tleman,  he  had  said,  that  "exclusive  legisla- 
tion "  implied  the  absolute  and  nncontroUable 
power  of  Congress  to  do  in  the  District  what- 
ever in  its  sovereign  power  it  might  think 
firoper  to  do.  That  it  was  a  grant  of  author- 
ty  without  any  limitation  whatsoever,  either 
express  or  implied.  Bir,  thia  is  the  most  dan- 
cerona  doctrine  thatcan  bo  avowed ;  it  Jostles 
Uie  power  to  erect  on  absolute  deq>otism  here, 
tf  the  great  securities  of  the  constitution  are 
merged  in  the  power  of  "exdn^ve  l^isla- 
tion."  From  that  gentleman's  argnment,  it 
wuold  fallow,  that  Congress  could  suspend  the 
writ  of  haieat  eorjnu  in  their  discretion,  in  time 
of  peace,  or  do  any  act  of  unlimited  dominion, 
here  to  operate.  And  that  the  "ten  miles 
square  "  could  be  made  the  arena  of  any  mis' 
ohievous  or  arbitrary  experimenta  in.  legislation, 
that  might  snit  onr  Mprica. 

Widdy  different  is  my  view  of  the  power 
which  Congress  ezercisea  within  the  District. 
"EzoIuMve  legislation"  Implies  nothing  more 
than  the  absence  of  State  legislation,  whidi 
followed  from  the  iact  of  the  cession  of  the 
territory  of  Virginia  and  Haryland ;  but  that 
this  ce^on  was  taken,  not  only  with  all  the 
aecurities  to  the  people  of  the  District,  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  but  that  all 
thi  right*  and  immuntMw  of  pToperty^Jiatto- 
mer,  wAwA  they  had  a*  eitxttn*  of  yirgima 
and  Maryland^  are  preserved  to  them  inviolate 
on  their  part.  That  the  cession  was  made  to, 
and  token  by,  the  United  States,  in  r^ard  to 
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all  the  pre-existing  rights  of  property;  and 
any  other  view  would  sustain  the  pontion,  that 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  had  the 
power,  by  a  transfer  of  a  part  of  their  popula- 
tion, to  a  new  Government,  to  deprive  them  cf 
any  one  of  the  cardinal  rights  which  they  poe- 
seased  before,  aa  citizens  of  Virginia  and  Uaiy- 
laod. 

Thia  appropriation  interferes  with  none  of 
these  rights ;  it  is  an  ordinary  Amction  of  mn- 
nieipal  power,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it,  becanee  it 
is  to  be  exercised  in  a  manner  that  meets  the 
best  feelings  of  my  own  heart. 

Ur.  Caufbell  having  no  somples  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Eooae  to  pass  the  bill,  thought  it 
nis  duty  to  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  of  the  dis- 
tressed sufferers  whom  It  was  intended  to  re- 
lieve. 'Hi.  C,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  urged  the  constitutional  objection,  quoted 
the  oonstitntion  in  that  clause  which  gives  to 
Congress  exclusive  power  of  lenalation  for  the 
District.  And  he  then  inquired,  whether,  un- 
der this  clause,  it  would  not  be  oompetemt  to 
the  House  to  enact  «  BjtAenn  of  poor  Jaws  for 
the  District  t  And.  if  it  was,  whether  the 
House  could  not,  with  equal  propriety,  make 
such  appropriations  as  the  system  might  render 
necessary !  He  thought  it  was  a  natural  and 
necessary  consequence ;  and  if  it  might  a{>pro- 
priate  for  the  poor  of  the  District  at  large, 
why  not  for  those  suddenly  made  poor  by  an 
act  of  Providence  t  He  was  astonished  at  the 
attempt  to  establish  a  dlstdnction  between  the 


Did  gentlemen  propose  that  there  shonld  be  a 
separate  Treasury  to  receive  the  collection 
made  at  the  cnstom  house  in  Alexandria,  frMS 
that  which  received  those  at  all  other  ports, 
and  from  which  alone  serrate  appropriatioiu 
were  to  be  mode  for  the  XMstrict  I  When  any 
calamity  happened,  to  relieve  which,  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
are  inadequate,  it  constituted  a  case  which 
called  loudly  for  the  interposition  of  Congress. 
He  considered  the  present  aa  such  a  case,  and 
should  cheerfully  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Now  York,  thought  there  was 
no  constitutional  question  involved  in  the  case. 
He  was  one  who  hod  always  held,  with  his 
friends  from  Virginia,  to  the  strict  interpreta- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  who  admitted 


held  to  be  no  such  case  as  called  up  that  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  position  taken  by  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Stobrb,)  was  not  fairly  exposed 
to  the  construction  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hauiltoh.)  When  his 
colleague  mdntaincd  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  absolnte  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, he  meant,  of  course,  that  it  was  abao- 
Inte  within  the  limits  of  the  oonstitation,  and 
no  farther.  The  some  allegiance  which  tba 
inhabitants  had  owed  to  their  State  Le^sla- 
tnres,  was  by  the  cw^oa  of  teiritoiT  tnn» 
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ftrred  to  tb«  General  GoTenunent,  and  that 
GoTenunent  waa  absolate  over  them,  to  the 
■anw  extent  as  their  own  LegiBlatnrea  would 
liave  been.  Ever?  nation,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
bound  to  enpport  its  own  poor.  This  obIig«- 
tion,  which  was  uniTersal  throughout  the 
world,  was  also  uoiTersal  in  each  nation,  bo  far 
as  the  entire  mass  of  its  poor  was  conoemed ; 
and  was  oulf  broken  down  and  divided  among 
Bobordinate  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  oonvenienoe  in  administering  the  sup- 
port— the  principle  was  not  changoa,  nor  the 
force  of  the  obligatioa  at  all  weakened.  It  was 
always  binding,  as  a  dntj  of  bnmaoity.  When 
a  providential  act  waa  sudden  and  colamitons 
bejond  tbe  wdtDar]'  power  of  the  District  to 
meet  and  provide  for  it.  Congress  must  do  it, 
and  had  tbe  dear  right  to  do  bo.  Does  it  not 
boild  pristHiB  and  ho^itals  for  tbe  District,  be- 
eanse  tbe  means  of  the  popolatiiw  are  inade- 
quate to  theee  works  I  Tbe?  are  given  on  the 
principle  of  protection — bo  ia  the  biU.  It  is  at 
once  oonstitQtional,  a  duty  of  protection,  and 
h  is  an  act  of  humanit?,  common  to  every 
Christian  jorisdiction  in  the  world. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNsoii  Bold  be  should  not  have 
risen  again,  bad  he  not  been  called  on  by  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  in  their  remarks,  to  say  wheth- 
or  Congress  had  not  the  aovereign  and  exola- 
tive  right  of  le^slation  over  this  Distriot,  Be 
a^d  be  sdmittod  the  right  in  tbe  fullest  extent 
claimed,  and  he  believed  it  might  extend  even 
to  tb«  case  intimated  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Uamiltok,)  as  having 
been  alluded  to  by  tbe  gentleman  Irom  New 
York,  (Mr.  SrouBa,)  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  regnlate  all  the  municipal  conoerna  of 
the  District,  to  regulate  descents,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  property,  real  and  personal,  and  all  other 
things  that  any  State  OoTemment  ooold  do 
within  the  limits  of  its  territories:  that  Oon- 
gress  waa  bonnded,  in  their  legidation  over 
this  District,  only  by  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btates.  Bat,  he  s^d,  admitting  all  this, 
It  proved  nothing  in  favor  of  the  right  to  pass 
thb  biU.  He  said,  if  be  could  show  that  Con- 
gto»  could  do  a  like  act  for  any  other  place 
oat  of  the  District,  it  wonld  seem  to  prove  that 
tbe  power  to  do  this  act  was  not  denvod  from, 
or  grew  ont  ot,  the  fact  of  exclnBive  legislation 
over  the  District ;  and  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
tbe  IhU  admit,  if  the  power  to  nve  this  money 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  right  of  excluuve 
l^islation,  that  they  have  it  not.  Well,  sir, 
what  ia  the  bill  t  Does  it  oontun  any  thing 
more  than  a  mere  simple  ^fl  or  donation  to 
the  acfferers  by  fire  in  Alexandria  I  Is  there 
any  thing  in  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States,  that  would  prevent  tbe 
citizens  of  Savannah,  who  hod  suffered  a  mnoh 
severer  loss,  or  Charleston,  or  New  York,  fnHn 
receiving  a  donation  from  Congress}  Are  they 
not  jnst  as  free  to  receive  the  gifts  of  Congress 
as  the  people  of  Alexandria)  What  hinders 
them  t  Congress  cannot  interfere  in  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States.    The  people  of  Charleston 


'  or  Savannah  could  not  receive  a  code  of  de- 
Boents  or  conveyances  fnnn  Congress.  But 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  receiving  its 
bounty.  This  bill  ib  altogether  on  affair  of 
oharity ;  all  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  States 
have  the  same  power  to  receive,  and  all  have 
tbe  same  right  to  cltum  it.  It  would,  there- 
fore, seem  clear,  that  any  town  had  tbe  same 
right  to  receive,  as  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
the  donations  of  Congreaa ;  and  hence  the 
power  to  give  does  not  arise  out  of  the  fact  of 
exclusive  le^slative  juriBdiction.  It  caunot  be 
said  that  the  City  of  Alexandria,  aud  the  coun* 
ty  in  which  it  b  aitnated,  have  no  power  to 
regnlate  its  police,  to  collect  taxes,  and  provide 
for  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  cities  and  counties 
in  tbe  States.  What  then  is  it  that  prevents 
Congress  from  administering  to  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  fire,  everywhere  t  Becanse  the 
constitution  confines  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  money  to  public  porpoees.  The  pave- 
ment in  this  city,  alluded  to  ny  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Eakilton,)  as  a 
precedent  to  warrant  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
waa  done  as  a  public  work.  That  was  the  pre- 
tence—and, OS  to  tbe  erecting  a  light-bonse,  and 
custom  house,  in  Aleiandria,  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobks,)  as  a 
precedent  for  this  case — they  were  for  pnbtio 
uses,  to  facilitate  commerce,  and  to  collect  and 
secure  the  public  revenues.  Would  Congress 
have  the  right  to  appropriate  money  to  pave 
the  streeta  of  New  York,  or  any  other  plaoe  I 
Could  their  authority  be  intruded  there  to 
make  streets,  unless  it  was  in  the  promotion  of 
some  national  work?  But  the  people  of  New 
York  could  receive  a  donation  as  well  as  tbe 
people  of  Alexandria ;  but  the  right  of  Congress 
to  give,  is  the  question. 

This  bill  conttuns  a  mere  giit  of  money,  ex- 
pressly of  oharity,  without  reference  to  pnblio 
uses,  or  public  services — just  preoisely  such  a 
gift  as  might  be  made  to  an?  other  people,  in 
or  ont  of  this  nation.  If  Congress  has  the 
right  to  give  away  the  public  money  for  chari- 
table purposes,  there  is  no  limit  in  the  consti- 
tution to  whom  or  where  it  shall  go.  And,  it 
is  jnst  as  constitutional  to  give  it  to  one  person 
as  another.  I  am  for  adhering  to  tbe  constitu- 
tion, and  appropriating  public  money  only  for 
publio  purposes,  or  in  consideration  of  pnblia 
services.  When  we  depart  from  this,  we  have 
no  guides  but  our  passions,  and  our  discretiona 
— and,  however  great  my  sympathies  may  be 
for  the  Bu&erers  of  Alexandria,  my  duty,  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  forbids,  accord- 
ing to  my  views  of  tbe  constitution,  my  voting 
for  this  bill ;  nor,  indeed,  did  I  ever  admire 
that  sort  of  magnanimity,  that  would  give 
away  that  which  belonged  to  others,  and  not 
onrselves.  I  am  wilting  to  contribute  to  tbe 
relief  of  these  unfortunate  and  distressed  peo- 


liivss  said  it  was  with  great  r 
le  at  this  stage  of  a  protracted  discasnon; 
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bat  h«  felt  it  hU  dntf  to  add  a  few  words 
vhat  h»d  been  sud  b7  others,  in  denial  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  exercised  hj  this  bill.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  pervading  IkUacf  rau 
throQgh  tba  whole  of  Uie  argamenta  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Oar  attentioa  had  been  dirocted, 
for  tbe  deiivation  of  our  power  npou  this  sub- 
Jeot,  to  a  part  of  the  constitotioo,  which,  he 
tikooght,  luid  no  appropriate  relation  to  it. 
This  was  not  a  qoestion  of  eidosive  legislation, 
properlj  ao  called,  over  tbe  District  of  Colnm- 
bia,  hot  it  was  a  qnestdon  respecting  a  ^ant  of 
the  national  fiinas.  Tbe  bill,  apon  its  very 
&c«,  is  an  appropriation  of  so  much  of  the 
public  monej  tor  a  particolar  paipose.  Now, 
whence  do  we  derive  our  power  of  ruaing  and 
H>pl]ring  t^e  pnblio  monej't  It  is  from  that 
owue  of  tlie  constitation,  which  authorizes 
Congress  "  to  laj  and  collect  taxes,  daties,  Ac., 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
fitates."  According  to  the  broadest  constroc- 
tion  which  had  ever  been  put  upon  thia  clonse. 


1  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  Union.  For  his  own  part,  said  Ur.  B.,  he 
had  always  thought  that  these  general  terms 
were  limited  and  defined  by  the  subsequent 
enumeration  of  specific  powers  granted  to  Con- 
gross,  and  that  we  could  not  Intimately  vote 
away  the  public  money,  but  in  execution  of 
■ome  of  the  powers  so  granted.     But,  even 


pretended  that  the  otfject  of  uiie  bill,  the  reUef 
of  the  unfortanate  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
(for  whom  he  felt  as  much  sympathy,  and  was 
willing  to  evmce  it,  with  hia  own  means,  as  far 
as  any  gmtleman,)  is,  in  any  manner,  connect- 
ed with  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  providing 
for  the  oommon  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  Union  I  No,  sir,  it  is  purely  an  act  of  pri- 
vate charity,  which  we  undertake  to  perform 
at  the  public  expense,  instead  of  our  own. 

If  an  application  of  the  pnblio  money,  like 
this,  can  be  covered  under  the  power  of  exclu- 
Hve  legislation  for  the  District  of  Colombia,  the 
eonatitntion  has,  in  vaii^  sought  to  fix  a  practi- 
cal limit  to  onr  powers  over  the  public  purse. 
Iff  friend  and  colleague,  who  now  sits  near 
me,  and  who  has  advocated  the  passage  of  tliis 
hill,  denies  the  power  of  OongrMa  to  appropri- 
ate the  Dublic  moneys  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Nationil  University.  Gentlemen,  who  think 
with  him  and  me,  deny,  also,  tba  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  National  Observatories, 
or  to  bestow  gratuitous  pensions;  because  we 
believe  tbat  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
gran  t  the  public  money  is  limited  to  those  olyects 
only,  for  which  we  are  authorized  to  provide, 
in  the  direct  eierciae  of  our  specific  powers. 

But  what  becomes  of  this  limitation,  if  tbe 
latitude  now  claimed  for  the  power  of  exclnuve 
legislation  over  this  District,  be  conceded! 
We  have  only  to  draw  these  otgeola  within  the 


enchanted  circle  of  tbe  District,  to  estaUidt 
tbe  Dnivernty  and  the  ObservsAory  here,  to 
assemble  the  corps  of  Fensioueta  bete,  and  ttll 
difficulty  vanishes.  Upon  this  principle  we 
may  exhaust  tbe  whole  treasury  of  the  nation, 
here,  in  the  endowment  of  eleemosynary  iusti- 
tations,  or  whatever  other  sohone  may  please 
the  fancy  of  the  sovereign  Lcgialatnre  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  I  We  may  thus  enact  a 
system  of  poor  laws  for  every  State  in  the  Uuiou, 
upon  condition  only  tbat  the  paupers  shall 
come  here  to  part^e  of  tbe  national  Dounty. 

Mr.  Hails  now  demanded  that  tbe  qneelion 
be  taken  by  yeai  and  nays,  and  it  waa  so  or~ 
dered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  DEArTos  add,  that,  although  the  bill 
had  undergone  a  sreat  deal  of  discusrion,  which 
the  House  had  shown  a  stroag  dispoeition  to 
tenninate,  yet,  as  the  snUect  embraced  in  it  ia 
deeply  interesting  to  the  feelings,  and  involves 
in  its  consideration  a  constitntional  question,  I 
will,  said  Mr.  D.,  briefiy  submit  the  views 
which  I  take,  as  to  the  power  of  tbe  House  to 
make  the  iqtpn^riatitm  prescribed  for  in  the 
bilL  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  D.,  and  never  hare 
been,  favorable  to  what  is  nsnally  termed  an 
enlai^ed  interpretation  of  tbe  constitution.  I 
tbink  the  acta  which  it  warrants,  must  be  de- 
rived either  from  express  power  contained  in 
it,  or  they  must  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution  a  power  expressly 
granted.  The  doctrine  which  has  by  many 
been  contended  for,  that  Congress  may  pass  all 
laws  which  they  deem  necessary  for  tbe  gen- 
eral welfare,  I  dischum.  If  they  have  such  a 
power  it  woold  be  difficult  to  say  what  power 
they  have  not.  I  contend  for  no  more  than  I 
have  stated:  and  if,  within  those  principles, 
Congress  cannot  pass  this  bill,  I  admit  HiM  it 
cannot,  oonstituti(mally,  become  a  law. 

Amidst  the  powers  given  to  Congress,  some 
are  general,  and  some  are  particular.  Some 
are  unconditional,  some  are  limited.  Where  a 
power  which  is  general  and  unconditional  ia 
granted,  tbe  only  limitation  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature. 
I  will  illustrate  tlie  distinction  between  these 
two  species  of  grants,  by  referring  to  one  or 
two  clauses  of  the  constitution.  In  the  8th 
section  of  the  Ist  Article,  Congress  is  empow- 
ered to  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy.  Under 
this  authority,  they  may  exercise  every  act 
necessary  for  the  arming,  equipping,  and  man- 
ning a  fleet ;  tbe  number,  the  size  of  tlie  ves- 
sels, the  pay  of  the  officers  and  of  the  men ;  in 
short,  any  thing  requisite  for  the  purposes  of 
a  war,  in  all  its  branches,  is  within  the  power 
of  Congress,  and  the  extent  to  which  thcj 
choose  to  exercise  their  powers  upon  this  snb- 
jeot,  is  only  to  be  regulated  by  their  Judgment 
and  discretion.  Congress,  says  the  constitu- 
tion, may  lay  and  collect  ta^es,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises ;  to  this  extent  their  power  wonld 
be  unlimited,  were  it  not  for  the  specifications 
of  the  objects  for  which  alone  these  taxes,  ic, 
oonld  be  levied,  and  to  vhich  tiima,  when  lev- 
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ied,  tbey  coold  be  applied ;  the^  mnst  be  levied 
for  the  purposes  of  pacing  the  debte  ood  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  common  deftace  sad  Keneral 
welfare  of  the  TJaited  States.  I  might  cite 
manj  other  instances  of  ^neral  and  of  limited 
powers,  bat  these  two  will  be  enffiotent  to  ex- 
emplify the  distinction  1  have  mentioned.  If 
Congress  possesses  an  unlimited  and  nncon- 
ditionsl  power  to  lefi;i3late  for  the  District  of 
Cktlnmbia,  it  nnavoidablj  foltowB,  that  they 
possess  the  power  of  passing  this  bilL  The 
conatitntioa  vesta  in  Congress  "  exclosive  leg- 
islation in  all  casea  whatsoever,"  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia.  Having  the  power  to  legis' 
late  in  all  oases,  thej  maj  pass  a  law  appropri- 
ating money,  and  aooording  to  the  pnndple  I 
have  referred  to,  that  they  have  the  power  to 
car^  into  execution  the  powers  expr^slj  vest- 
ed in  them,  tbej  may  raise  the  funds  to  carry 
this  appropriation  into  effect.  Under  the  ood- 
stitation,  Uie  only  qnaiifloation  annexed  to  this 
exclosive  power  of  legislation,  is,  that  it  shall 
be  confined  to  the  District ;  and  the  wpropri- 
atitm  contemplated  by  this  bill  la  conooea  to 
the  District. 

It  has  been  said,  that,  admitting  to  the  fall 
extent  the  power  to  legislate  for  Columbia, 
and  the  consequent  right  to  appropriate  moaey 
for  its  use,  yet  that  the  money  appropriated 
most  be  obtuned  by  tax  upon  its  inhabitants ; 
becBuso  Congress  can  only  appropriate  money 
by  virtue  of  some  authority  derived  from  the 
eonstitation,  and  no  part  of  that  instrument 
permits  the  apprupri^ion  of  money  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  individuals.  Uy  reply  to  this 
argument  is,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  lett«r  of 
th«  constitution^  and  the  construction  of  the 
powers  granted  m  it,  which  I  have  stated,  and 
which  are  admitted  by  its  most  rigid  expound- 
ers. The  power  is  liveu  without  limitation; 
it  can  therefore,  only  he  limited  by  discretion: 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  is  expressly  given  : 
tiie  power  to  carry  it  into  exeouCioD  must  ne- 
oessarily  follow.  These  powers  are  nowhere 
limited  by  a  provision,  that  the  moneys  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  District  shall  ho  raised  by 
taxing  its  inhabitants;  to  couple  this  onliroited 
iDthority,  therefore,  with  such  a  provision, 
woold  be  to  convert  by  construction,  a  great 
and  unqnalified  power  into  a  particular  and 
limited  one.  And  the  snirit  and  letter  of  the 
constitution  are  as  mncn  violated,  by  talcing 
away  firom  it  a  power  which  has  been  directly 
granted  to  it,  as  by  adding  to  it  a  power  with 
which  it  has  never  been  invested.  I  feel  con- 
fldeut  that  the  position  which  I  have  assumed, 
that,  if  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  legis- 
late in  all  coses  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  it 
has  the  power  to  appropriate  money  to  carry 
its  legislative  acta  into  execution,  will  not  be 
contested.  If  Congress  have  this  general  pow- 
er of  legislation,  it  cannot  be  confined  as  to  the 
amount  which  it  may  ^propriale :  it  may, 
'^~ 1  important  oonaideration,  appropri- 
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ate  an  amount  for  the  District,  greater  tnan 
could  be  raiaed  within  it  hy  taiation ;  if,  then, 


in  such  easea,  Congress  could  not  raise  money 
from  other  souroes,  then  this  constitutional 
paradox  wonld  result,  that  Congress  had  the 
eiolnsive  power  to  legislate  for  Columbia,  but 
had  not  the  power  of  carrying  its  legislative 
acts  into  execution, 

Mr.  Masvut  was  in  favor  of  the  biH  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  possessed  only  delegated 
powen ;  the  rest  were  reserved  to  the  Btatea. 
or  to  the  people.  Hie  power  of  the  Oeneral 
Government  was  not  sovereign,  but  tliat  of  the 
Btates  was  so.  The  Legislature  of  a  Btate  had 
power  to  l^i^Iate  for  tlie  general  w^are,  and 
to  provide  tar  the  relief  of  a  general  or  publio 
calamity ;  but  for  the  people  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  what  power  was  reserved !  None, 
They  had  no  sovereignty ;  no  Lrapslature.  The 
power  to  appropriate  money  and  to  levy  taxes, 
IS  given  to  the  General  Government  for  certain 
purposes,  and  not  reserved  to  the  people.  But 
gentiemen  ai^e,  that  this  is  not  to  be  applied 
in  the  case  of  the  District,  But  snrely  Cougreea 
is  sovereign  over  this  District,  and  may  exer- 
dae  its  Dower  of  appropriating  roone;  here,  for 
here  it  has  exclusive  legation.  The  ooosti- 
tution  haa  erected  the  District,  and  has  made 
its  inhabitants  little  better  than  servants,  as  to 
their  political  power;  and  now,  is  it  said,  that 
Congress  is  to  exercise  no  paternal  core  over 
them )  Have  they  no  Government  to  look  to  t 
Are  they  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  relief  in. 
any  case  1  Are  the  citizens  of  the  Distrioboit- 
izens  of  no  country  t  Surely  they  are  Ajueri- 
can  citizens,  and  may  look,  as  well  as  others,  to 
their  Government  for  snocor.  We  have  clearly 
the  power  to  relieve  them,  both  constitutional- 
ly and  physically ;  and,  if  so,  we  are  bound  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  relieve  them  now. 

The  question  was  now  londly  called  for  in 
all  parts  of  the  Honse;  and,  having  been  tt^en 
by  yeas  and  nays,  the  votes,  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  rea^g,  stood  as  follows: 

TiiB. — HessTs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Bailey  Badger,  Barbour  of  Tirgiois,  Bvne]',  Baj- 
lies,  Beecher,  Brent,  Brjan,  Buchanan,  Barleigb, 
Barges,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Cbimd,  Cuedy, 
Cocke,  Davis,  Dorsej,  Drayton,  Dwjght,  Eutman, 
Everett,  Findlay  of  Ohio,  Forsytb,  Forward,  Foa- 
dick,  Garnsey,  Oamett,  Oarrison,  Govan,  Gurley, 


phre}',  loKersoll,  Isacks,  Jemuues  of  loitana,  Joba- 
son  of  New  Tort,  Kitlem,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Locke,  Varablc,  Markell,  Marklcf,  Uarvin  of  New 
York,  Uatlocks,  UcDutBc,  UeKean,  HcLanc  of  Del- 
aware, McLcin  of  Ohio,  Meccb,  Mercer,  Miller  of 
New  York,  Miner,  Jes.  S.  Mitchell,  Mitchell  of  Msry- 
lacd,  Mitchell  of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Keotnckj, 
Newtftn,  Orr,  Owen,  Pearce,  Plumer,  Powell,  Reed, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon,  Sill,  Bpraguo, 
SteveusoQ  of  Pennsrlrsma,  Stewart,  Slorrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor  of  VirginLs,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ohio, 
•Djcker  of  New  Jeraey,  Van  Horn,  Van  Rensselaer, 
VerpUnok,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Weema, 
Whipp;B,  While,  WhittleBev,  Wickliffe,  Junes  Wil- 
son, Wol^  Wood  of  New  Tork,  Woods  of  Ohio, 
Worts— 109. 
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Nati.— He^n.  Adduni  of  FetuuTlTKiiik,  Alex- 
uider  of  VirginU,  ,Ulei)  of  HuuchuBetta,  Allen  of 
TenneMee,  Altwn,  Andenon,  Angel,  Armnroiig, 
As)il»7,  B«ldititi,  BMringer,  Bumci,  Blur,  Boon, 
Car;,  Clubonie,  Coniwr,  CrowDiaahieLd,  Crump, 
Diiv«aport,  Ddtl,  Edwards  of  Nortli  Carolinm,  Estill, 
Ilndlaj  of  FeniiEjlTiuiia,  Hajle,  Harvey,  H«alj, 
Eenrj,  Harrick,  Hinea,  Hoffhiaii,  Inshani,  Joboaon 
of  Tirginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentiiclij,  Krcbs,  Kremcr, 
Lceompie,  Letcher,  Lone,  Martindiilo,  UcCov,  Mc- 
Hatlon,  McManus,  McSelU,  Merriwether,  Metcalfe, 
Miller  of  PeoEsylvaiiia,  John  Mitchell,  Mitchell  of 
Soudi  Carolina,  Mooro  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Polk, 
Biplej,  Rivea.  Saandert,  Sloane,  flmilh,  Slcveiisan 
of  Virginia,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant,  Tueker  of  Soulh 
Carolina,  Whittemore,  WillUms,  Wilson  of  South 
Ckrolioa,  WiUoa  of  Oliio,  Wright,  Youn^— 4T. 

The  bill  having  been  snbBeqnently  engrossed, 
woB  then  read  a  third  time,  paa»ed,  and  sent  to 
^ihe  Senate  for  ooncarrcnce, 

IfonDAi,  Jaoau7  S3. 
DaUaon  Wool  and  WoolUtu. 

The  Honse  now  resnmed  thennflnished  bnei- 
nesa  of  Thursday,  being  the  motion  of  Mr,  Bd- 
cn&NAir  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  etat«  of  the  Union,  from  the  fcr- 
ther  coiwideration  of  the  bill  proposing  oertoin 
minimum  dnties  on  wooUen  goods. 

Mr,  BvcBiSAJS  Bald,  I  should  have  waived 
the  priyilege  which  is  nsnallj  extended  by  the 
oonrtesy  of  the  Hotise  to  the  mover  of  a  propo- 
sition, of  closing  the  debate,  if  it  were  not  for 
a  single  circnmstance.  I  did  not  hear  the  re- 
mark of  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Yr.  Mbrcek) 
on  Thursday  last,  which  imputed  ignorance  of 
his  duty  to  a  former  Chiurman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Domestic  Manufactures,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  thii  House  from  the  State  which  1  hnvo, 
in  part,  the  honor  to  represent.  For  wlmt 
eanse  has  this  chai^  been  mode  against  that 
gentleman )  It  is  not  becanso  he  was  ignorant 
either  of  our  foreign  or  onr  domestic  trade  :  not 
bccanse  he  was  unacqaunted  witlk  the  coun- 
tries from  which  foreign  iron  was  imported, 
and  its  cost,  both  to  the  foreign  and  to  the 
domestic  mannfactnrer ;  but  simply  because  he 
bad  forgotten,  or,  perhaps,  never  had  known, 
the  name  of  an  obscure  town  in  Wale?,  from 
which  that  article  was  imported.  I  mnst  con- 
fess I  do  not  remember  the  name  myself.  Tlie 
gentlemen  around  mo  now  inform  me  it  is 
Cardiff.  The  truth  is,  that  gentleman  had  en- 
joyed singular  good  fortune  during  the  short 
period  which  he  remained  in  Congress;  but 
not  better  than  he  deserved.  To  him,  more 
than  to  any  other  individual  in  this  nation,  are 
we_  indebted  for  the  tariff  of  1824— a. tariff 
which  has  been  so  mild  and  so  gradnij  in  its 
operation,  as  not  to  have  burdened  the  com- 
munity, and  yet  so  powerflil  as  to  have  gene- 
rally afibrded  efficient  protection  to  our  domes- 
tic indnrtry.  It  was  a  tariff  of  protection,  not 
of  prohibition.  That  gentleman  had  labored 
upon  it  incessantly  for  the  whole  of  two  hos- 
aiona ;  and  jet  we  are  now  called  upon,  during 


the  few  remrinlng  weeks  of  this  session,  to  ma- 
ture, to  pass  a  new  bill  upon  this  sobjecL 
Gentlemen,  although  they  nave  not  directly 
charged  me  with  inconsistenc)%  yet  such  a 
charge  is  fairly  to  be  implied  from  their  re- 
marks. Can  any  person  really  believe  that, 
because  1  supported  protection  in  1624,  I  am 
bound  to  advocate  prohibition  in  182Tt  Did 
my  course  then,  compel  me  now,  in  order  to  be 
consistent,  to  vote  for  any  crude  and  nndigest- 
ed  measure  which  may  be  proposed,  merely 
because  It  la  culled  a  tarifff  Certainly  not 
This  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  will  efiectn- 
ally  prohibit  the  importation  of  nearly  all  the 
wooHen  goods  in  common  use,  whose  value,  at 
the  place  of  exportation,  shall  not  exceed  thre« 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  yard.    It  embrace* 

feculiorly  within  iti  gra-'p,  those  articles  worn 
y  the  poor  and  middle  classes  of  society.  Ita 
provisions  extend  far  beyond  the  reqncst  of  the 
wooUen  mannfaetarers.  They  have  not  allied 
that  the  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one  third  per 
cent,  was  insufficient  for  their  protection  ;  but 
they  complain,  and  I  believe  with  justice,  that 
British  manufacturers  and  British  agents  frand- 
ulently  evade  the  paymentof  this  duty.  What, 
then,  is  the  proper  remedy?  A  measure  which 
would  prevent  the  fraud,  and  give  fair  effect  to 
the  tariff  of  1824.  Instead  of  that,  we  are  now 
presented  with  a  bill  which  closes  the  door 
altogether  agdnst  foreign  competition.  This 
ja  the  application  of  salivation  and  blistering  to 
cure  the  headache.  The  remedy  is  entirely  too 
vioient  for  the  disease.  If  the  bill  had  proposed 
a  moderate  minimum,  and  had  made  a  anall 
addition  to  the  ad  xalortm  duty,  it  should  have 
received  my  support.  In  its  present  shopc^ 
however,  1  could  not  vote  for  it,  even  if  it  em- 
braced a  provision  to  impose  additional  dnties 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits  and  of 
hemp.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  wish  to  put  the 
question  seriously  to  every  member  witliiQ  the 
sound  of  my  voice,  whether  they  believe  it 
possible  to  mature  and  pass  a  proper  bill  upon 
the  subject  during  the  present  session  f  If  the 
House  should  make  the  attempt,  I  feel  positive 
that  my  course  will  be  proved  to  be  correct 
After  wasting  much  precious  time  in  the  dis- 
"on,  and  after  dividing  the  friends  of  do- 
le mnnufcetnrea  tliemselves,  tlie  bill  will 
eventually  be  pot^tponed  until  the  nest  sefsion. 
I  am  sorry  that  1  am  compelled  to  make  tliese 
observations,  but  self-preservation  is  the  firet 
law  of  nature.  As  a  Representative  of  Penn- 
sylvania, OS  a  friend  to  the  tariff,  and  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  its  popularity,  I  can  never  look 
on  with  indifference  at  the  passage  of  a  bm 
which  will  at  once  prohibit  the  importation  of 
foreign  woollens ;  mnch  less  can  I  do  so  when 
that  hill  contains  no  nrovisions  cnlcnlated  to 
protect  the  suffering  domestic  industry  of  jdj 

h-n  State. 

Mr.  HAMit.Ton  sdd,  that  it  wai  not  his  pur- 
pose, at  the  present  time,  to  go  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  policy  of  the  measure  proposed  by 
''  ~  bill  under  oon^erotioo ;  he  would  there- 
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fore  eodwiTOr  to  conlme  himself  Btriotly  to  tiie 
qnestioQ  before  the  House,  which  was  snbstAn- 
tiallf  whethi:r  our  deoiBiou  on  the  propoeed 
increase  of  duty  on  woollens,  onght  not  to  be 
postponed.  For  votiDs  in  the  affirmative  he 
bad  mau;  reaeons,  besides  his  strong  and  im- 
roservijd  opposition,  generallj,  to  any  increase 
of  the  impost,  let  it  come  up  in  attj  sh^te  it 
mi^hL  But  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the 
present  time  there  are  solid  objections.  In  the 
lirst  place,  tlie  whole  conntrj,  esoepting  thoee 
who  ore  to  benefit  b;  the  numopolj,  will  be 
taken  by  surprise,  bj  the  impowtion  of  an  na- 
expected  anil  grievoua  tax,  at  a  period  when 
three-fourths  of  its  industry  is  suffering  and 
depressed.  No  anticipation  can  have  been 
fomiod  of  the  blow  wnich  is  meditated :  for, 
althongh  it  is  perfectly  tme,  that  several  me- 
moriala  have  been  presented  from  the  woollen 
manuiacturera  and  wool  growers  this  session, 
asking  for  the  buuutj-  of  this  prohibition,  yet 
an  expiectation  has  generaliy  been  ohcri^ed, 
that  wo  would  not  act  on  a  partial  iatorest, 
from  a  partial  view  of  the  great  interests  of 
the  country.  That  this  tmpresaion  prev^ed, 
he  would  (Hily  appeal  to  the  correspondence 
from  this  city,  which  had  appeared  in  the  dif- 
ferent prints  in  various  quarters  of  the  conn- 
try.  If  a  contrary  apprehension  had  been  en- 
tertained, your  tables  would  have  groaned  un- 
der tho  weight  of  the  remonstrances  which 
wonld  h.if  e  been  sent  here  from  all  quarters 
agains-t  this  cruel  and  unjust  measure.  Under 
this  fixlsQ  security,  even  the  commereial  jeal- 
ousy of  tlie  great  emporium  of  our  Union,  New 
York,  has  not  been  awakened,  or  we  should 
have  liod  tho  most  copious  intelligence  ponred 
in  upon  us  from  that  city,  demonstrating  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  step  you  are  about 
to  take. 

Jlnve  we  any  information  as  to  its  operation 
on  tho  reveune!  IIoA  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manafactnres  condescended  to 
enlighten  os  on  tliis  subject,  beyond  his  mere 
surmises  aiid  conjectures  1  Has  he  obtained 
any  estimates  from  the  Treosury )  Haa  he,  in 
one  word,  tho  sanction  of  tho  officer  at  the 
head  of  tliat  Department,  for  a  measure  which 
is  to  operate  a  decided  prohibitiun  on  the  im- 
port of  one  class  of  woollen  fiibrica,  and  that 
ckiss  principally  worn  by  the  poor,  who  con 
least  bear  tlie  burden?  No,  sir;  bat  he  has 
gone  on  OS  if  these  considerations  were  un- 
worthy of  being  taken  into  account.  After  the 
passage  of  the  tariff  of  iaS4,  the  people,  at 
leajt  from  that  section  of  tho  country  from  wliich 
I  came,  supposed  that  tliey  were  to  have  a  respite 
and  repose  for  several  years,  from  tho  s^tations 
of  this  vexations  and  disgusting  topic.  They 
knew  that  it  hod  terminated  in  a  compromise,  tlie 
chief  expense  of  which  they  had  to  bear,  bat, 
like  the  traveller  «toi>ped  by  a  footpad  on 
Honuslow  Heath,  who  is  willing  to  componnd 
to  get  off  witli  his  shirt  and  waistcoat,  even 
with  the  loss  of  his  coat  and  watch,  they  were 
suffering  and  ooutent.    liut  it  seems  that  this 


blessed  eompromise  has  not  bronght  peaoe  and 
secnrity,  and  we  are  agun  to  be  thrown  into 
oommotion  and  oombat. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Bxbtlbtt)  remarked,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  Honse  a  few  days  since,  that  it 
ought  not  to  produce  any  excitement;  and 
connected  it  with  an  aUnsion  for  which,  as  he 
received  your  just  rebuk&  1  shall  abstain  from 
saying  any  thing  in  regard  to  the  wit  and  deli- 
cacy m  which  t£at  allusion  was  conceived  and 
expressed.  Not  calculated  to  prodnce  excite- 
ment I  Bid  not  the  tariff  of  1824  produce  ex- 
citement t  Did  it  not  shake  this  Union  to  its 
oentre )  Did  not  the  people  in  those  quarters 
where  your  injustice  was  most  felt,  boldly  chal- 
lenge yon  to  prodnce  the  warrant  for  your  ao- 
thority  in  travelling  one  inch  beyond  revenna 
in  the  imposition  of  your  duties  ?  And  when. 
in  violation  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  yon  talked  of  encouraging  domestic 
manufactures,  did  they  not  point  to  that  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  wnidi 
formed  this  oonstitution,  in  which  the  power 
to  promote  and  enconrage  the  useful  arts,  &o., 
by  bonnties,  was  expressly  refused  to  yout 
Did  they  not  tell  yon  that  Qm  rights  of  proper- 
ty of  one  part  of  the  oommunity  were  inToded 
by  an  iniquitous  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
smaller  part?  Sir,  the  just  philosophy  of 
Burke,  in  regard  to  the  people  of  England,  is 
true  as  it  respects  their  descendants.  That  the 
notion  of  liberty  is  not  a  pure  abstraction  \  it 
attaches  and  adheres  to  something  tangible, 
and  snsoeptjble  of  sensation ;  that,  as  personal 
rights  were  secure  in  that  country,  tiie  vigi- 
lance of  this  sentdment  was  directed  to  proper* 
ty  and  taxation.  And  let  me  toll  yon  that,  in 
Uiis  conntry,  it  exists  with  an  intensity  which 
will  always  be  felt  whenever  yon  ottompt  in- 
justice in  your  burdens. 

Mr.  Bnaass  sdd  he  had  risen  to  state  what 
was  tho  real  question  before  the  House ;  for,  after 
all  that  he  hod  heard,  this  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  true  and  only  olject  of  the  bill  was 
to  give  to  the  monnfaoturers  of  woollen  goods 
the  protection  that  was  intended  for  diem  by 
the  act  of  1824 ;  bat  which  they  had  failed  to 
receive,  owing  to  the  evasions  of  that  act.  Ho 
conld  not  conceive  how  so  simple  an  object  as 
this  came  to  be  connected  with  the  ratiocina- 
tions of  Ur.  Borke,  with  the  progress  of  the  car- 
avans in  Upper  Asia,  the  achievements  of  the 
lieroes  of  Honnslow  Heath,  and  a  variety  of 
other  subjects  which  appeared  to  dance  and 
gambol  through  the  imagmations  of  some  gen- 
tlemen. The  discnssion  of  the  bill  involved  a 
more  calculation  on  the  value  of  property,  and 
was  no  more  calculat«d  to  prodnce  any  excite- 
ment, than  a  common  sum  m  redaction  or  snb- 
trootjon.  He  could  not  conceive  what  there 
was  in  the  locality  of  these  mannfaotnres — 
what  there  was  in  the  fact,  that  that  locality 
happened  to  lie  between  certi^n  parallels  of 
northern  latitude,  to  make  gentlemen  deliglit  to 
say  that  the  question  involved  iu  this  bul  wa« 
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BO  very  BeriouB — that  it-wasbighl/duigeroiia — 
in  a  word,  that  it  was  a  mouatrous  i^n«Btioi).  If 
other  geoUemen  chose  to  bring  in  bar  iron, 
and  pig  iron,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles 
vliicfi  seemed  familiar  to  the  imaginations  of 
some  gentlemen,  he  could  not  help  it — the 
Committee  on  Manufacturea  could  not  help  it 
— it  was  not  their  project,  and  they  wore  not 
justly  answerable  for  objections  which  did  not 
Delong  to  the  hill  aa  they  reported  it.  The 
mauutactarers  of  woollea  goods  had  presented 
the  Bulyect  of  the  hill  in  various  memoriala  hid. 
before  the  House ;  and  the  qnestiou  was,  wheth- 
er the  Honse  was  to  postpone  for  a  whole  year 
the  consideration  of  the  Butgect,  because  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  not  unthoriEed  by  their  constit- 
neots  to  do  so,  had  saggeated  that  other  branch- 
es of  mannfacture  were  safferin^  in  the  same 
manner)  Was  the  House  towait  a  whole  year 
for  grievanceBl  Gentlemen  had  referred  to 
our  great  commercial  emporinm.  Was  the 
House  to  be  told  that  that  great  city  did  not 
understand  her  own  interests!  Or  would  it 
be  pretended  that  the  merchants  of  New  York 
were  not  apprised  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  in  tiua  matter?  Yet,  although  sixty  or 
seventy  hours  were  sufficient  to  take  to  them 
the  knowledge 
back  the  declaration  of  their 
rial  or  a  remonstrance  hod  been  received  from 
that  city  in  oppo^tion  to  this  measure.  To 
such  a  remonstrance,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  shonld 
ever  listen  with  the  highest  respect,  as  ho  Vos 
well  aware,  not  only  of  the  wealth,  but  of  the 
intelligence  which  prevailed  in  that  city.  But 
he  could  not,  for  one,  believe  that,  on  a  snltject 
like  this,  the  merchanta  of  New  York  were 
oiileep ;  and  if  it  was  indeed  true,  that  the  in- 
terests of  commerce  would  suffer  so  material- 
ly from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  would 
have  let  the  House  hear  from  them  long  before. 
He  spoke  of  the  merchants  at  largo,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  a  better  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  political  economy  was  to  be  found  through- 
out the  oountrr  generally,  thou  among  a  few 
importing  merchants,  who  looked  only  to  their 
own  immediate  profit.  The  effects  of  such  a 
measnre  were  not  to  be  estimated  from  any 
sudden  consequences  it  might  at  first  oitcasion. 
In  oii  progressive  systems,  yon  must  allow  at 
least  £0  years  for  their  practical  development ; 
and  if,  in  that  time,  tney  shall  not  have  in- 
jured, but^  on  the  contrary,  benefited  the 
country,  their  trne  character  is  to  be  estimat«d 
accordingly. 

lix,  SrEVBTieoN,  of  Tii^ia,  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  important  principles  embraced 
by  this  bilL  He  rose  simply  to  state,  in  a  very 
few  words,  why  he  shoula  vote  for  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject.  The  question  before 
the  House,  Ur.  S.  considered,  was  one  rather 
of  expediency  than  of  principle.  The  motion 
,Lad  been  sabnutted,  with  t£e  ungl< 
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ascertaining  distinctly  whether  the  House  were 
prepared  to  discuss,  at  this  session,  "  the  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  the  tariff."  This  wa*  tha 
only  question  now  to  be  dedded.  If  gentlemea 
I  determined  to  enter  upon  the  discosdoB 
. .  .e  Bulyect,  and  to  persevere  to  a  final  resall, 
he  admitted  they  ought  to  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion, and  to  retain  the  bill  in  the  committee ; 
i^  on  the  contrary,  the  House  thoi^ht  with 
him,  that  it  could  not  be  fully  and  fiiirly  dis- 
cussed and  acted  on  at  the  present  eesuon,  ba 
hoped  the  motion  would  prevail;  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  disclurged,  ai>d  the  bill  lud 
upon  the  table  for  the  remainder  of  the  sesEiaa. 
Did  gentlemen  seriously  believe  that  then 
was  any  probability  of  our  le^pflating,  at  Haa 
time,  fully  and  fairly  upon  the  subject  ?  Waa 
there  a  member  upon  tJie  floor  who  imagined 
Uiat  the  single  interesta  of  the  woollea  manofiac- 
turers,  which  was  alone  embraced  by  the  pres- 
ent bill,  would,  or  could  be  considered,  apart 
from  the  other  branches  of  national  indnstr^, 
and  the  great  int«resta  of  the  country  I  Did 
they  believe  that  the  Repreeentatives  of  those 
portions  of  the  Union  whose  interests  wer« 
more  immediately  and  more  denily  affected  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  would  sit  silent,  him 
consent  to  its  passage,  without  vindicating  the 
interests  of  their  constituents,  and  demanding 

general  discussion  of  the  whole  sutgect  t  It 
..as  not  to  be  expected.  This  bill,  Mr.  S,  BtH. 
disguise  it  aa  you  will,  is  moat  obnoxious  and 
unjust  It  was  infinitely  more  so  than  the  ooe 
of  1824,  under  which  the  southern  and  south- 
western country  were  now  bleeding  at  every 
■ore.  Could  gentlemen  hope  to  drive  iMi  hj 
letachment,  this  protecting  duty  policy,  to  the 
utter  min  of  the  other  interests  oi  the  country, 
and  expect  no  opposition?  It  was  imposNblel 
It  was  in  vain  to  preach  up  concilialion,  if  this 
fatal  policy,  this  political  oolossna,  whi<di  u  to 
oversnndow  and  reduce  a  portion  m  us  to  beg- 
gary, is  to  be  persevered  in  and  adhered  fax 
It  must  beget  divbion  and  hatred,  and  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  and  peace  of  tlie  Uni<Hi. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  a  sulfiect  cf 
this  character,  one  which,  two  years  ago,  agi- 
tated so  deeply  the  whole  conntry,  and  raosed 
into  action  all  its  rival  interests — a  snlgect 
which  affects  not  only  the  commerce  and  polit- 
ical economy  of  the  country,  but  the  liberty  at 
property  itselfi  and  the  very  principles  «)f  the 
Government — will  be  permitted  to  pass  widi- 
out  Aill  and  free  discussion,  and  the  strongert 
resistance  ?  Are  we  agmn  to  have  the  scenes 
which  divided  and  distracted  ns  in  1S24 1  Do 
we  not  know  that,  after  eight  weeks'  dif«u>- 
eioD,  the  present  tariff  passed  this  Honse  by 
onlja/nsmtMf  That  upon  tha  great  ques- 
tion of  tlie  woollens,  the  House  was  equally  &■ 
vided,  (I  believe  S8  and  B3,)  and  that  at  last  it 
was  settled  by  compromise  and  concession  be- 
tween the  two  Houses !  Have  we  time,  and 
are  the  House  prepared  for  this  state  of  things 
at  the  present  session  i  He  thoa^t  not  Was 
it  not  uyorions  too,  Mr.  S.  sud.,  to  attempt  ta 
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<li9Ci]M  it,  unless  we  inteDdod  acting  flnallj  up- 
on the  subjeetf  Would  it  not  be  prodactive  of 
Reriona  nuschief  to  tfae  cammercial  uit«reata  t 
He  appealed  to  bis  ftiend  from  New  York,  on 
his  left,  ^r.  OAMBRKUtHa,)  bo  deeplj  versed  In 
commercial  knowledge,  and  whose  opinions 
commanded  ao  Jnatlj  the  high  commendation 
of  the  HoQse,  to  know  if  the  disoiution  of  thia 
■abject,  oven  for  a  week,  would  not  prodnce 
Rpecnlations  to  the  amoant  of  man;  millions  of 
dollars  t  Was  it  right  to  hazard  such  conse- 
qneneeal  Did  it  comport  with  the  dignit; 
and  justice  of  tbe  House,  and  with  a  fair  course 
of  l^slation  f  He  thoaght  not.  Would  it  not 
be  botter,  Ur.  S.  asked,  iS  a  revision  of  the  tar- 
iff is  deemed  neceauiy,  and  demanded  h^  the 
mannfactnrers,  to  let  it  rest  until  tbe  next  ses- 
•ion;  to  bring  then  &irif  before  Congress  the 
whole  BDbJect  of  free  trade  and  national  indas- 
tr7,  and  let  tJbe  next  Congress,  Jnat  from  the 
1)osom  of  Ilia  people,  discuss  and  settle  the 

SiestioQ.  Bnch  a  conrae  Mr.  S.  thonght  much 
e  more  denrable.  He  presumed  it  was  with 
tttis  view  hiafriendfrom  PennsjIvaniaCMr.  Bn- 
ohakak)  offered  his  resolution  the  other  daj. 
It  was  ealonlated  to  heal,  rather  than  inflame, 
onr  differences,  and  woold  be  the  means  of 
bringing  to  the  nltimate  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion,  the  high  sanotioa  of  calm,  deliberate,  uid 
dignified  legislation.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
motiMi  would  prevail;  that  the  committee 
would  be  diachu^ed,  and  the  bill  laid  upon  the 
table,  not  ag^n  to  be  called  ap  during  the 
present  seasion.  It  was  dno  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  House,  that  this  should  be  done ;  and  he 
Appealed  to  tiie  friends  and  enemies  of  the  bill 
to  unite  in  this  course. 

Ur.  SrsvixBoir,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  after 
so  much  remark  upon  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Domestic  Uanufactures,  he 
might,  perhaps,  as  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, be  allowed  to  sav  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tion of  bis  opinion  of  the  bill,  and  of  hta  views 
in  voting  against  the  motion  made  by  his  re- 
niected  colleague.  Ton  are  aware,  said  'Hr.  8., 
that  the  Committoe  on  Domestio  Manufactures 
liad  several  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the 
Eonse,  repreeenting  the  depressed  state  of  the 
woollen  manufactories,  and  requesting  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  sabject;  setting 
forth,  amongst  other  cdoses  of  their  languish- 
ing state,  that  the  spirit  of  the  present  tariff 
was  evaded,  and  that  they  were  sufferers  by 
the  violation  of  existing  taws.  To  correct  the 
evils  complained  of^  the  petitioners  urged  tbe 
adoption  of  a  minimum  valnation  for  woollen 
goods,  and  tbe  assessment  of  the  duty  upon  such 
minimum.  J  agreed  with  the  minority  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  principle,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed. The  next  point  was  to  settle  the  mini- 
mum prices,  an^  in  doing  this,  I  thought  that 
too  high  a  rate  was,  in  my  opinion,  required, 
and  voted  with  the  minority.  I  regretted  that 
BO  high  a  rate  was  settled,  believing  it  unjust, 
OS  regarded  the  general  interest,  unwise  as  it 
related  to  the  maaoIaotnrerB.     It  was  calou- 
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lated  to  produoe  an  impression  unfavorable  to 
the  general  purpose  of  the  bill,  and  thus  to  de- 
feat the  whole  design.  I  still,  however,  trust, 
that,  after  the  discussion  which  bos  taken  place, 
if  we  go  into  committee,  tho»e  who  advocate, 
and  those  who  resist  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  may 
come  to  some  better  understanding,  and  that 
something  may  be  effected,  not  too  exorbitant 
on  the  one  part,  nor  oppressive  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  consent  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stands. 
It  imposes,  in  fact,  an  increase  of  200  per  cent. 
on  the  cost  of  a  cert^n  grade  of  goods,  nsed 
principally  by  the  poor,  and  an  average  increase 
of  more  than  60  per  cent,  on  the  part  of  the 
present  tariff.  If  the  bill  should  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  do  not  despair  of 
such  facts  being  elicited  as  will  lead  to  the 
preservation  of  the  minimnm  principle,  and  an 
equitable  a^ustment  of  its  rate,  so  Ba  to  save 
the  manufacturers,  without  violating  tbe  gen- 
eral principles  of  just  legislation.  Let  us,  at 
least,  do  Justice  to  ourselves,  by  acting  upon 
the  subject  without  prejudice  and  without  pas- 
sion. On  the  motion  before  you,  I  do  not 
think  proper  to  go  into  the  general  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  bill.  Let  that  be  reserved  fur 
its  proper  time.  At  that  time,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  b«  able  to  show  that  the  extent  to  which 
I  shall  he  willing  to  go,  may  be  done  with  per- 
fect justice  to  the  several  parts  of  this  Umon, 
after  due  reference  to  their  various  interests ; 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  never  form  one  of  a  ma- 


of  what  little  of  the 
light  of  reason  has  been  given  to  me.  I  voted 
ogiunst  the  motion  of  my  colleague,  although  I 
apprehend  he  will  finally  be  found  to  have  pro- 
posed a  course  which  would  have  saved  the 
time  of  the  House  from  being  wasted  on  a  bill 
that  cannot  be  matured  into  a  law  during  the 
present  session, 

Hr.  McLa^  of  Delaware,  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  to  discharge  the  commit- 
tee, for  some  reasons  which,  perhaps,  were 
peculiar  to  himself.  Althoogh  he  vea,  and 
ever  had  been,  an  advocate  for  the  tariff  eys- 
tem,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  could 
vote  for  this  bill  in  its  present  shape ;  although 
be  was  prepared  to  co-operate  in  modifying 
and  improvmg  it.  But  becauM  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  that  particular  shape  m 
which  it  hod  been  presented  by  tbe  Oommittee 
of  Hannfactnres,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  must 
shun  the  Investigation  of  the  subject,  and  not 
^vo  to  it  its  full  and  just  share  of  considera- 
tion, if  the  time  allowed.  He  would  now  in- 
quire what  would  be  the  true  effect  of  the 
present  motion.  The  ground  on  which  it  is 
urged,  is,  that  the  House  has  not  now  sufficient 
time  to  inquire  into  the  sul^ect;  and  many 
gentlemen  disposed  to  vote  for  the  bill,  are  un- 
willing to  postpone  it  on  this  ground.  Bnttba 
effect  of  the  motion,  whatever  may  be  the 
intention  of  its  mover,  will  certainly  be  to  de- 
feat the  bill,  and  thus  to  deprive  the  country  of 
the  beuefila  derived  from  on  adequate  protec- 
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tion  to  this  valnablo  branch  of  our  maiiu&c- 
tnres.  The  oonuderHtion  of  the  bill,  at  this 
time,  is  resisted  on  two  grounds :  First,  it  is 
asid  that  it  will  produce  excitement,  hj  eUik- 
iug  at  the  vital  interests  of  the  conntry ;  and, 
secondly,  that  It  la  sot  Hnfflcieatlj  comprehen- 
sive, and  does  not  embrace  a  sufficient  number 
of  objects  to  be  protected.  Ur.  UcL.  said  tliat 
none  could  deprecate  more  than  be  did  any 
cause  of  excitement  In  the  country ;  hut,  if  ex- 
citement is  to  be  prodnoed  bj  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  it  must  be  because  it  is  inseparable 
from  the  sal^ject  itself.  If  it  arise  at  all,  it  will 
arise  whenever  the  subject  is  broughtnp.  But 
why,  asked  Mr.  HoL.,  is  tliis  excitement  pro- 
duced bj  it  at  ell  ?  It  arises  from  a  mistaken 
Opinion,  that  the  intereats  of  the  different  parts 
of  the  great  national  commimity  are  distinct 
fixim,  and  opposed  to,  each  other,  I  do  not 
believe  this,  and,  tlierefore,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  policy ;  but,  so  long  aa  an  opposite  opinion 
is  held,  the  seeds  of  excitement  will  be  here ; 
the  same  causes  of  it  will  exist  at  the  next  ses- 


objection,  that  tlie  bill  comprehends  only  one 
object  to  be  protected,  I  am  in  favor  of  its  con- 
uderation  now,  for  tliis  very  reason ;  it  is  sim- 
ple— it  is  broDght  to  one  point,  and  oonfines 
itself  to  a  single  object,  which  all  can  compre- 
hend. Heretofore,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
usual  to  include  many  different  objects  in  tho 
same  bill,  in  order  to  carry  some  one  promi- 
nent object  of  policy  through  the  Uovsc. 
Now,  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  speoiea  of 
legislation.  I  disapprove  of  legislating  by 
compromise.  Either  a  particular  branch  of 
industry  reqnires  protection,  or  it  does  not  If 
it  does  not,  nothing  should  induce  the  Hous«  to 
prot«ct  it ;  but  if  it  does,  let  it  be  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  Bouse,  and  clearly  understood, 
and  then  let  it  receive  that  degree  of  yiTotec- 
tioa  which  it  merits.  But  I  protest  agamst  tho 
system  of  compromise.  It  is  a  system  of  in- 
jury.  Here  we  have  a  single  olfject  before  us : 
the  petitioners  say  that  an  important  branch  of 
domestic  manufactures  is  now  in  danger  of 
being  wholly  prostrated  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Now,  it  is  Buroiy  easier  to  comprehend 
the  subject,  and  to  judge  if  their  statements  ho 
true,  than  if  all  tho  different  objects  which 
different  gentlemen  may  suppose  to  need  pro- 
tection, hod  been  taken  up  with  it  and  included 
in  the  some  hilt.  I  at  least  confess  that  I  am 
more  able  to  understand  it,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  considering  it  for  the  very  reason  that  it  ex- 
cluded tho  principle  of  compromise.  We  may 
at  least  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
modify  the  bill ;  and  we  can  as  soon  discover 
in  committee  as  iive  could  in  the  House,  wlietli- 
cr  it  is  likely  t«  be  put  into  such  a  shape  as 
finally  to  pass. 

Hi.  Davis  said  that  tho  discussion  hod  taken 
a  much  wider  range  than  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated, by  any  one  acqumnted  witli  the  true 
nature  of  the  bilL    Gentlemen,  however,  had 


entirely  mistaken  the  character  of  the  n 
Both  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  b^  wholly  mis- 
taken the  iiHneipte  on  which  it  was  founded. 
The  Committee  on  Manufactures  were  fold  that 
very  extensive  frauds  were  practised  at  the 
custom  houses,  by  which  the  protecting  dutiea 
on  domestic  cloths  were  evaded,  and  tlie  inten- 
tions of  the  law  of  1824  practically  defeated, 
and  rendered  of  none  effect.  They  were  asked 
to  apply  a  remedy,  and  they  esteemed  it  <^ 
great  importance  to  do  it.  It  was  obvioasly  in 
vain  to  increase,  with  this  view,  the  ad  Tal<iref» 
dnty :  for,  however  it  might  be  increased,  the 
same  evasion  would  still  be  practised.  Being 
convinced  of  this,  the  Committee  on  Manuftc- 
tnrea  considered  what  else  could  be  done,  and 
they  adapted  the  minimum  principle,  as  the 
only  remaining  expedient.  Yet,  to  make  a 
regular  ascending  scale  of  minimnm  price^v 
witli  small  differences  between  them,  wonld 
open  a  door  for  precisely  ttie  same  frauds :  for 
every  foreign  mannfaeturer,  whose  goods  were 
in  reality  above  any  one  of  tlicse  minimnm 
prices,  would  endeavor  to  introduce  them  aa 
uelow  it ;  and  there  was  no  guard  against  this, 
but  to  make  the  space  between  the  prices  fo 
large  as  to  render  this  impossible.  The  com- 
mittee are  fully  aware  that  the  space  between 
40  cents  and  250  cents  is  great ;  but  they  were 
also  aware  that  goods  of  the  intermediate  value 
are  already  supplied,  and  can  be  made  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  fully  to  satisfy  the  market. 
Had  tiiey  interposed  an  intermediate  price, 
none  of  the  existing  difficulties  would  have 
been  remedied.  The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  proposes  delay— but  what 
is  it  that  is  to  be  delayed  t  The  protection  of 
property  to  the  amount  of  100,000,000,  which 
is  now  jeopardized  and  suffering  by  fraud. 
The  memorialists  tell  us,  their  property  is  suf- 
fering— is  sinking.  Must  we  wait  till  it  is 
sunk,  till  it  has  perished,  and  then  come  here 
next  year  to  legislate  for  its  protection  t  la 
this  our  duty!  These  same  memorialists  are 
our  countrymen — our  eonstitnents.  Bo  mnch 
comity,  at  least,  is  due  to  them,  as  to  inquire 
whetlier  the  statements  they  have  made  aro 
true.  It  is  said,  that  there  is  a  want  of  time 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  derive  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  act  upon  it.  Is  the  sob- 
iBct  new  J  Is  this  House  taken  by  surprise! 
f  it  is,  I  am  as  ready  to  agree  to  delay  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — but  the  fact  is 
not  so,  This  subject  lias  been  pnbltcly  agitated 
for  months  before  we  met.  It  has  been  largely 
discussed  in  the  jmblic  papers.  Meetings  have 
been  htld.  and  memorials  have  been  published, 
with  notice  that  they  would  be  prraented  to 
this  House.  Those  memorials  have  followed 
us  bcrc,  and  have  bean  heaped  upon  our  table 
from  day  to  day.  They  have  lieen  referred  to 
a  Standing  Committee  of  the  House,  and  a  bill 
has  bcenM'epnrted,  two  weeks  ago — printed, 
and  laid  upon  the  tables  of  ttie  meraberu.  Can 
we  Kow  be  told,  thai  this  ia  a  new  sntjectt 
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That  tlio  nonse  knows  Dotliing  about  It  t  That 
it  has  been  taken  by  surprise,  and  has  not  now 
time  to  come  to  any  understanding  of  the  mat- 
ter! Was  not  this  very  Bubjeot  discnsBed  in 
1834)  and,  if  farDier  facta  are  neoesaarj,  ia 
there  not  abnndant  time  to  obt^n  them  ?  The 
oljeotion,  then,  ftoai  the  Bhortncaa  of  the  time, 
ii  not  worthy  of  regard.     What  eubject  of 

Cter  momeot  is  on  the  table  of  tha  House  I 
onlj  the  manufactnroTs,  but  all  the  grow- 
ers of  wool — not  only  the  mannfaoturtng,  bat 
the  Bgricnltaro]  interest,  have  a  deep  interest 
in  the  bilL  Tliey  are  our  congtitnents — they 
cry  to  ns  for  relief— I  hope  we  shall  not  be  deaf 
to  their  entreaty. 

Mr.  Gaxbbklbko  eaid  that  the  vote  jost 
token  famished  another  evidence  of  the  im- 
petnosity  with  which  the  (Kends  of  .the  bill 
were  disposed  to  force  it  npoo  the  House.  The 
gendemen  tell  ns  about  frwids,  said  be,  bat  say 
nothing  of  how  they  are  committed.  They 
say  their  object  is  not  to  increase  the  daty,  but 
only  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  duty,  I 
have  listened  atteativeiy  to  all  they  have  od- 
vanced,  and  I  cannot  say  less  tlian  that,  in  my 
judgment,  the  House  is  imposed  upon,  if  th&t 
is  thought  to  be  the  abject  of  the  bilL  The 
very  discussion  of  the  subject  has  a  ruinous 
effect.  If  this  debate  goes  on  for  one  week, 
roecdations  will  take  place  In  woollen  goods  to 
the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars.  The  object 
of  tlie  bill  is  prohibition — nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  bdl,  either  in  its  form  or  Buh- 
stance.  which  will  operate  to  ensure  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  It  goes,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  annihilate  tlie  revenue.  If^  however^  the 
House  is  determined  to  go  into  the  qneetion,  I 
am  prepared  to  meet  it;  yet,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  D<:la- 
ware,  I  must  tell  him  that  I  would  rather  take 
the  Tariff  of  1824,  with  all  its  compromises, 
than  the  bill  now  proposed.  That  whole  Tariff 
bill  was  nothing  to  this;  with  all  its  varions 
and  mnltiplied  provisions,  it  did  not  affect  the 
country  half  so  muoh  as  this  bill  will  affect  iL 
I  coll  on  the  Committee  of  Mnnufaotnres  to 
tell  us,  for  they  have  not  yet  told  ns,  how 
mach  duty  it  i^  that  they  intend  to  put  upon 
these  goods.  1  ask,  how  much  per  cent,  npon 
the  price  their  new  duty  is  intended  to  de- 
nuuia?  We  have  no  report — no  calculation. 
When  the  Tariff  bill  of  18*4  was  brought  into 
the  Ilouse,  tho  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  tiien  Chairman  of  tlie  Oomraitteo  of 
Manufaetares,  (for  whom,  however  I  may  have 
\  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  I  ever  cherish  the 
greatest  personal  respect,)  gave  to  the'  House  A 
statement,  exhibiting,  in  one  column,  tlie  exist- 
iag  duty,  and  in  another,  the  daty  proposed. 
This  afforded  the  Hoase  some  data  to  go  by- 
it  enabled  tiiem,  in  some  measure,  to  Judge  of 
the  effect  of  the  bill ;  but  iiow  we  have  not 
one  item  to  guide  us. 
[Here  tho  debate  dosed  for  this  day.} 


DSBAT16  OP  OONOEJSS. 

£¥tia  m  Wool  owl  Waullau. 


[.  or  B. 


TdaDAT,  January  28. 
DutUi  on  Wool  and  WooUtni. 
The  question  pending  before  the  House  being 
on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Uuchasan,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  fkim  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
Woollen  Manufactures — 

Mr.  DwjQHT  said  he  thought  there  were 
some  positions  taken  on  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Cam- 
BHKLE.-0,)  which  required  particnlar  notice; 
and  he  felt  himself  inclined  to  eioraino  theso 
positions  with  more  partjoularity,  since  they 
come  &om  a  quarter  which  might  be  supposed 
to  carry  no  ordinary  degree  of  sanction.  And 
that  woH  from  the  city  of  New  Yotk — the 
great  eommercial  emporium  of  the  Union. 

Tho  honorable  gentlcmon  still  insists  thnt  tno 

Committee  of  Mannfactnres  were  imposed  on. 

By  what  power,  from  what  source,  ne  would 

oak  ?    Were  they  not  composed  of  enlightened 

1,  selected  from  tho  different  quarters  of  tiie 

on,  for  their  particular  fitness  for  the  duties 

of  the  station  t  Hod  they  not  made  a  most 
eloborale  investigation  of  the  evil  which  the 
petitioners  wished  to  have  redressed  I  and  had 
they  not,  after  great  deliberation,  reported  the 
bill  upon  the  table,  to  mitigate,  or,  perhaps, 
totally  to  avoid  that  evil  ?  Bat  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  asked,  where  wore  tlie  dettuled 
and  specific  statements  of  the  churman  of  the 
committee,  npon  wliich  the  House  and  the  na- 
tion could  form  their  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measiu-e  proposed  t  One  of  the  strong 
reasons,  he  confessed,  which  operated  npon  hia 
1  mind,  to  induce  him  to  oppose  discharg- 
...„  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  was,  that,  as 
yet,  no  opportunity  hod  been  offered  to  the  hon- 
orable Chairtnon  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures, to  go  into  on  explanation,  in  detail,  of 
the  operation  of  the  several  provisions  of  hia 
bill ;  and  yet,  the  honorable  Kontleman  ftota. 
New  York,  while  he  refused  that  opportuiJty 
to  explain,  would  fain  present,  as  a  ground  of 
compliunt,  that  no  explnnatiou  had  as  yet  been 
made.  Tlie  committee  had  stated,  in  the  gen- 
eral, tho  strong  and  unanswerable  grounds  upon 
which  the  bill  wns  founded,  to  wit;  that 
fronds  to  an  alarming  extent  had  been  com- 
mitted upon  the  revenue— frauds  which,  while 
they  diminished  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
operated  most  extensively  to  embarrass  that 
invaluable  branch  of  our  home  industry — the 
woollen  manufacture.  Bat  he  has  said,  Mr, 
that  this  affords  another  evidence  of  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  House  was  disposed 
to  rush  into  legislation.  Where,  sir,  he  would 
ask,  is  tills  evidence)  Waa  not  the  half  of 
that  period  which  the  law  has  devoted  to  tho 
annual  legislation  of  this  great  country,  suffi- 
cient to  mature  a  set  of  providons  by  which 
the  establtohed  principles  of  our  national  pol- 
icy were  to  be  carried  into  execution)  Had 
not  the  Tariff  of  1S24,  aftw  th«  fullest  diaooa- 
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sion,  settled  tiie  extent  of  protection,  which 
the  nation  wero  willing  to  afford  to  this 
branch  t  and  were  we  not,  in  good  futh,  now 
called  upon  to  guard  that  protection  againet 
the  evasions  complaiaed  oft  If  this  was  pre- 
cipitancj,  to  discuss  a  bill  after  six  weeks  of 
maturing  in  committee,  and  before  the  lIoa«e, 
where  could  be  found  the  evidence  of  our  de- 
liberation! What  would  become  of  tlie  bill 
for  occlusion  of  the  British  colonial  porta  ( — a 
measnre  of  so  mnch  importance  that  it  may  in- 
volve us  in  all  the  calamities  of  war  with  the 
most  powerfol  nation  of  Enrope.  And  yet,  if 
be  was  not  mistaken,  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  was  one  of  that  committee,  who  pro- 
posed a  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  hill  allnded  to.  If  this  is  pre- 
cipitancj,  sir,  we  may  as  well  adjourn  at  once, 
and  say  that  a  three  months'  session  is  too 
short  for  deliberate  legislation.  For  bia  port, 
be  thought  that  no  baste,  consistent  with  a 
competent  understanding  of  the  satject,  was 
too  great,  where  you  were  called  apou  to  legis- 
late for  the  relief  of  a  branch  of  industry 
which  employed  70,000  of  the  people,  and  50 
or  60  millions  of  the  capital  of  your  country. 
The  very  facta  stated  by  the  honorable  gentle' 
man,  went  &r  to  show,  that  no  such  opposition 
or  alarm  existed,  in  regard  to  the  measore,  as 
he  hod  attempted  to  show.  He  had  written,  it 
seems,  a  dozen  letters  to  New  York,  and  to  but 
one  of  them  be  hod  received  an  answer.  And 
wliat,  sir,  is  the  inference}  Clearly,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  tlie  interest  taken  in  the  question 
among  the  enlightened  merchants  of  New  York 
was  not  Bucb  as  the  gentleman  had  declared. 
And,  when  you  are  informed  that  foar-fiftlis  of 
the  importing  woollen  trade  in  oor  own  ports, 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  there  is  an  obvi- 
ous reason  why  the  gentleman's  correspondents 
are  inditferent  to  the  measures  wnich  are 
adopted  to  prevent  impositions  under  it.  'The 
honorable  gentleman  nas  made  the  extraordi- 
nary assertion,  that  this  measure  is  of  more 
importance  than  all  the  Tariff  of  1SS4.  What, 
At,  te  a  bill,  affecting  at  most  the  duties  to  be 
collected  on  four  millions  of  woollen  goods,  to 
bo  compared  with  the  great  system  by  which 
articles  yielding  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions, 
were  laid  under  new  and  increased  duties? 
The  gentleman  could  not  seriously  intend  such 
an  assertion.  A  change  of  duties  upon  almost 
the  whole  imports  of  a  country,  to  he  com- 

EaT«d  with  a  change  which  only  affected  the 
tw-priced  broadcloths  and  kerseymeres  I 
Ur.  Hailb  stated,  thot  notliiug  but  an  impa- 
rlous  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  him  to 
submit  any  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the 
blouse.  We  ore  now  discussing  the  propriety 
of  discharging  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole 
from  tbe  fiarther  consideration  of  this  bill.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  its  merits  at 
this  ses»on.  It  is  well  known  that  the  8Ute 
be  had  the  honor  to  represent,  was  not  repre- 
sented upon  this  floor  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress ;    consequently  bnaineaa  of  much  in- 


terest to  that  State  was  n 
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ously  agitated  at  this  sesBiiMi.  The  opinion  h 
prev^ed  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to 
tbe  other,  that  this  seBsion  woold  be  ezdu- 
sively  devoted  to  business — businesB  heretofore 

Csented  to  this  House,  and  which  had  not 
n  acted  upon  at  tbe  last  session.  So  bt 
as  tbe  pnblio  prints  are  any  evidence,  Ihvj 
generally  indulged  in  the  hope  that  no  snlyect 
would  arise  cdcukted  to  produce  excitement, 
and  have  a  tendency  to  consame  that  lime  that 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  snbjecte  that  have  luig 
slept  upon  your  taUe,  and  are  likely  to  ahare  a 
Mmilar  bad  fortune,  if  this  bill  is  taken  up. 
Tbe  question  addresses  itself  to  this  Bouse, 
whether  all  the  variety  of  bills  now  upon  your 
table  shall  yield  prei^enceto  this;  whether 
measores  of  essential  importance  to  tbia  conn- 
try,  shall  lie  over  another  season,  to  giv«  ocm- 
rideration  to  this  bill ;  whether  we  shall  be 
taken  by  enrprise  and  forced  into  a  discroseion, 
without  information  from  tbe  Treaani7  De- 
partment, or  from  any  other  source,  as  to  tbe 
effect  of  this  measnre  upon  our  revenue — and 
without  being  fortified  with  information  from 
our  constitaents.  Courtesy  should  dictate  to 
tbe  members  who  urge  tbia  measure,  that 
something  is  due  to  other  sections  of  tbe  coun- 
try. Bil^  of  great  magnitude  are  yet  to  be 
acted  upon.  Sixty  or  seventy  private  bills  lie 
npon  your  table.  Ur.  E.  sud  we  are  bound  to 
do  Justice  to  individuals  who  have  waited  year 
after  year  for  the  settlement  of  their  jnst  de- 
mands against  the  Government,  so  long  with- 
held from  them.  The  bill  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy ;  the  u>propriati<m  Inlls ; 
the  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  west  of 
the  river  UisaiBuppi,  is  yet  to  be  acted  npon — 
a  measure  of  deep  interest  to  the  new  States — 
a  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  State  he 
(Mr.  H.)  represented  A  bill  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  public  lands,  remains  also 
yet  to  be  acted  upon — besides  other  measures 
of  deep  interest  to  the  welfare  of  other  sec- 
tions of  country.  Ur.  H.  further  stated,  that 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to 
everr  one,  that  tliis  measure,  if  taken  up. 
would  coosame  the  reminder  of  tbe  aessiim. 
Mr.  H.  appealed  to  tbe  generodty  of  the 
Ilonse,  to  say  explicitly  whether  other  secticas 
of  country  ^ould  not  be  heard  at  this  eesrion, 
upon  other  subjects  of  as  deep  interest  as  the 
le  now  proposed.  The  House,  said  Mr.  H., 
i^t  not  to  be  hurried  into  this  measure.  It 
not  caDed  for  by  the  expresdon  of  public 
opinion.  In  fact,  tbe  Southern  people  did  not 
dream  that  this  measure  would  be  aerionsly 
□rged.  Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  stated  that  be 
was  fearful,  if  this  measure  was  taken  up,  tbe 
balance  of  this  session  would  be  cousnmcd  in 
debate ;  and  other  business  of  great  importance 
would  share  tbe  cold  neglect  it  met  with  at  the 
last  session — he,  therefore,  hoped  the  oommit- 
lee  wonid  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
rideration  of  the  Bnl;;ject. 
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Hr.  UrroRKLL,  of  South  Garolino,  said  that 
the  friends  of  the  bin  were  dDneoeBsarily  pro- 
tractbg  the  debat«.  The  Ohair  had  stated  that 
the  reu  question  before  the  House  was,  wheth- 
er the  bin  slionld  remain  with  the  committee, 
or  be  put  to  the  House  I  The  enemios  of  the 
biU  hod  supported  the  discharge  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  a  Tiflw  to  its  final  postponement. 
If  that  question  were  put,  the  House  wonld 
then  decide  on  its  coarse,  either  to  discnss  the 
bill  on  11a  merits,  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  it. 
Snob  a  decision  would  relievo  the  public  mind 
from  its  anxioQS  suspense,  and  prevent  those 
btal  fpecnlations  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Oakbeslbso)  hod  y esterdar 
anticipated.  Hr.  U.  said  he  had  taken  differ- 
ent Views  of  this  question  from  those  who 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion.  His  opposition 
was  not  M  much  to  the  increase  of  the  duties 
on  trooDens,  He  thanked  Ood  that,  exorbi- 
tant as  thejr  were,  the  laboring  poor  could  paj 
them.  We  lived  in  a  land  where  snbsistence 
was  cheap  and  emplojment  abandant,  and 
where  everf  indnstrious  man,  no  matter  what 
hb  pursuit,  oonld  siipplj  himself  with  the  com- 
forts of  life.  We  are  not  reduced  to  sach  a 
state  of  wretched  impoTerisbmeot  as  that  in- 
dn^tr;  should  want  the  means  to  pay  revenue. 
Bnt  his  objections  were  of  greater  importance, 
and  demandml  the  most  serioas  attention.  The 
bill  presented  two  principles,  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  completely  alter  the  character  of 
onr  internal  and  external  policy.  In  one  of 
these  principles,  it  differed  from  the  Tariff^  of 
1789,  of  1816,  and  of  1824.  They  taxed  the 
consnmcr  in  proportion  to  the  Taluo  and  quan- 
tity of  the  articles  which  he  consumed.  Ho 
who  enjoyed  most  was  to  pay  most.  This  was 
an  right.  It  operated  equally  on  an  classes, 
and  left  each  at  liberty  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
duty  as  he  pleased,  or  coald  afford.  But  the 
biU  proposes  the  reverse  of  this.  It  taxes  the 
poor  and  exempts  the  rich ;  it  throws  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  dnty  on  the  productive 
laborer,  while  those  who  enjoy  wealth  and 
Ittxarf,  and  are  mere  drones  in  the  hiT'e,  are 
relieTed  from  its  exorbitancy.  This  was  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  taxation  and  sound 
policy.  If  it  was  right  with  regard  to  a  tax 
on  consnmption,  it  would  be  ri^t  with  regard 
to  a  tax  on  property.  But,  la  the  Honse  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  they  would  adopt  it  in  the 
assessment  of  direct  taxes?  Would  the  people 
submit  to  an  imporition  of  the  kind )  There 
they  coald  see  and  feel  It.  They  conld  com- 
pare what  they  paid  with  what  others  paid. 
Here  they  cannot.  But  the  bill  goes  further. 
It  affects  onr  foreign  relations,  and  mal;es  a 
direct  attack  on  commerce  and  navigation.  It 
is  admitted  tltat  the  duty  amounts  to  a  prohi- 
bition— to  an  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article 
from  our  markets.  And  are  we  prepared  to 
jeopardize  or  limit  those  great  interests  f  Qen- 
ttomen  had  said  that  the  bill  was  intended 
merely  to  prevent  the  frauds  practised  nnder 
the  Tulff  of  1824.  It  was  do  each  thing. 
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This  was  a  mere  pretence.  It  increased  the 
average  dntyfrom  SSI  per  cent,  to  00  per  cent. 
The  raannfacturers  had  petitioned  for  an  in- 
crease to  80  per  cent.  They  wished  to  exclude 
all  foreign  competition — to  monopolize  the 
home  markets.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  anxious 
that  the  House  should  prooeed  to  a  decisive 
vote. 

WxDNESDAY,  January  24.  , 

Ihaf  and  Dimb  Atylwni. 

Mr.  WcBTS  moved  the  consideration  of  th« 
bin  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
which  bill  had  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  now  lay  npon  the  table. 
The  motion  prevailed — ayes  09,  noes  SB. 

The  Chair  stated  the  qnestion  pendinff,  to  be 
on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Ur.  Worn, 
Delegate  from  Florida,  to  the  proviso  in  the 
bill,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  require  that  the 
land  n-anted  by  the  biU  to  these  institutions, 
instead  of  being  reserved  to  them  for  five 
years,  should  be  exposed  to  sale  by  the  Regis- 
ter and  Receiver,  at  the  first  ensning  sole  of 
public  land. 

Mr.  WcBTo  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  would,  on  refiectlon,  hare  aban- 
doned his  amendment.  The  situation  of  these 
institutions  (he  could  answer  at  least  for  that 
in  Pennsylvania)  was  such,  as  would  induce 
them  to  avail  themselves  of  as  speedy  a  sale  as 
possible  of  the  lands  which  might  be  granted 
them  without  incurring  an  entire  saorifice.  He 
could  not,  to  be  enre,  expect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  wonld  rely  on  this  assertion 
as  a  snfBcient  guarantee.  That  gentleman  had 
urged,  and  not  without  an  appearance  of  rea- 
son, that  there  were  two  grants  already  within 
the  limits  of  his  Territory,  the  lands  in  which 
were  withheld  from  market,  to  the  injury  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  Bnt  tnis  ob- 
jection did  not  apply  to  other  Territories, 
which  were  much  more  extensive,  and  which 
afforded  ample  space  for  the  contemplated 
grant,  without  any  Injury  whatever.  And,  if 
the  gentleman  wonld  bo  modify  his  amendment 
as  to  make  It  apply  to  Florida  alone,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  not  oppose  the  amendment  in  that 
shape.  He  expected  this  much  from  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  gentleman,  as  he  had  professed 
himself  fViendly  to  the  general  object  of  the' 
hill,  and  opposed  only  to  its  operation  within 
his  own  Territory. 

Mr.  Wkitb  replied,  that' he  shonld  have  no 
objection  to  the  general  measure,  provided  the 
interests  of  that  Territory  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  were  secured  from  Injury. 
But  that  Territory  was  the  most  exposed  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States ;  and  although  it  con- 
tained mnch  land  of  the  first  quality,  yet^  it 
was  notorious  that  the  good  land  did  not  lie  hi 
large  bodies,  hnt  was  scattered  through  Affer- 
ent parts  of  the  country.  If  a  grant  to  the 
unount  of  HieX  contemplated  In  the  bill  should 
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be  withheld  from  market  for  five  jears,  it 
would  be  productive  of  very  injurious  conae- 
qnenceB.  One  large  trut  bad  already  been 
granted  within  that  Territory  to  General  La- 
filfette,  and  another  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
As}rlDin  of  Eentuclcf.  If  the  United  Btatee 
chose  to  proceed  in  ttua  course  of  l^islotion, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  aej  any  thing  against  it. 
AH  he  wished  was,  such  a  modificaUon  of  the 
bill  aa  should  fix  the  location  of  any  farther 
grants  elsewhere  than  in  Florida.  The  people 
of  the  Territory  complained  very  heanly  of 
what  had  already  been  done ;  and  he  eameistly 
lioped  that  Government  would  not  continue  to 
multiply  theee  zrants  Mnong  them,  till  all  the 
good  Wd  which  remuned  Hbould  be  taken  np. 

Mr.  PowBLL  inquired  of  the  Delegate,  the 
existing  value  of  lands  in  that  Territory,  and 
what  wonid  be  the  value  of  a  township,  if  now 
exposed  to  sole? 

Mr.  Wmri  replied,  that,  from  the  natnre  of 
the  country,  It  would  bo  very  difficult  to  get 
BO  entire  township  condsting  tbrongbout  of 
good  land.  The  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands  were 
at  from  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  to  five  dol- 
lars, and  portions  of  the  good  land  now  sold  as 
high  as  SIX  and  seven  dollars.  The  value  of  a 
township  would  depend  entirely  apon  where  it 
fihoolil  be  located. 

Mr.  GovAN  saw  no  reason  why  the  States  of 
Kew  York  and  Pennsylvania  abonld  have  any 
preference  in  this  matter,  and  wished  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill ;  but  the  Chur  pro- 
nounced the  motion  out  of  order  until  the 
Bouse  should  have  decided  upon  that  now  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  Wbitk  modified  bis  amendment  by  \a- 
aerting  tlie  words  "and  if  any  of  the  said  lands 
ahall  be  located  in  the  Tenitoiy  <^  Florida, 
then,"  &0. 

Mr.  MoCoT  scdd  that  the  desire  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Florida  to  protect  bb  own  Territory 
was  very  proper,  and,  if  the  bill  must  pass  at 
•U,  he  thought  it  ought  to  pms  with  that 
■luendment.  It  appeared  to  him,  however, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  fast 
getting  down  to  be  a  mere  corporation  for  local 
purposes.  If  he  were  not  oppoc^  to  this 
(mtnt  in  every  shape,  he  should  move  to  amend 
uie  bill  by  substituting  "  a  sum  of  money  "  for 
"a  tract  of  land."  Nomea,  indeed,  might 
sometimes  change  things,  but  the  object  of 
these  petitioners,  and  of  the  bill,  was  money. 
But  where  could  tho  authority  be  found,  which 
empowered  Congress  to  mnke  grants  of  money, 
or  of  land,  which  Was  but  another  name  for 
money,  to  this  and  to  that  corporation,  or  to 
this  and  to  tliot  individnal,  as  a  ^ft !  If  this 
iras  the  doctrine  maintained,  be  thonght  it 
vould  he  a  saving  of  time  to  go  directly  into 
a  provision  for  all  the  poor  of  the  conntry,  and 
to  divide  among  them  at  once,  not  only  all  the 
pablic  lands,  but  all  tlie  money  in  the  Treaaary, 
and  not  to  be  preferring,  as  they  now  were, 
certain  favorite  corporations  before  others. 
He  ahoidd  be  Tciy  glad  if  tM  Uouse  could 


agree  to  dispense  with  the  bill  altogether — ^bnt 
if  tlioy  could  not  do  this,  then  he  ^onld  be  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fium 
Florida. 

Mr.  CoNWAT,  the  Delegate  from  Arkansas 
Territory,  said  be  shontd  prefer  having  the 
provision  made  general,  and  not  let  the  benefit 
of  the  amendment  be  confined  to  Florida  aloob 
If  the  House  should  r^ect  the  present  amend- 
ment, he  would  then  offer  another,  which  ha 
had  prepared  with  this  view. 

Mr.  WcBTS  said,  although  he  had  no  ohjeo- 
tion  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  tnm 
Florida,  as  now  modified,  yet  he  sliould  o^< 
tunly  prefer  tho  bill  without  any  amendrnent 
at  all.  and  he  should  rejoice  if  the  Hotne 
should  r^ect  every  omeniunent  which  altered 
the  provisions  of  ^e  hill.  In  assenting  to  tha 
amendment  as  modified,  be  hod  been  governed 
only  by  a  desire  to  accommodate  the  J>clegate 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  Wum  said,  if  this  amendment  shonld 
not  prevail,  he  most  protest  against  the  bill 
alU^ther.  It  was  calculated  to  do  great  in- 
justice to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  If  this 
policy  should  proceed,  all  the  best  lands  in  tliat 
country  would,  by  degrees,  be  covered  with 
grants  from  without;  the  lands  of  which 
would  not  be  sold  in  the  mode  prescribed  -by 
law,  but  would  be  held  un  by  private  corpora- 
tioDA,  and  companies.  "Why  must  tliis  particu- 
lar Territory  be  selected  fur  every  grant  of  this 
description  t  The  inevitable  effect  of  this  sys- 
tem, would  be  to  prolong  tho  periods  during 
which  the  Territory  must  bo  kept  in  servitude, 
He  asked  if  it  was  just ;  if  it  was  fair  to  pur- 
end  such  a  course  in  relation  to  one  particular 
Territoty,  and  that  the  most  exposed  frontier 
in  the  Union  (  To  the  south,  were  the  Semi- 
nole Indians — to  the  north,  the  Creek  tril>es— 
on  the  east,  the  Atlantic — and  on  the  west,  tbe 
Gulf  of  Florida.  If  any  Territory  needs  to  be 
strengthened  by  p opnlation,  this  Territory  had 
a  pre-eminent  daim.  But,  if  grants  were  mul- 
tiplied upon  grants,  and  all  the  good  lands  were 
tied  up  in  the  hands  of  private  companies,  and 
literary  institutions,  when  would  it  be  peo- 
pled f  and  when  would  it  ever  reach  tho  privi- 
leges of  a  State !  Mr,  W,  here  repeated  and 
insisted  on  the  arguments  he  had  before  urged. 
The  grant  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  had  been 
pressed  in  the  Senate,  where  the  Territory  liid 
no  Representative;  and  thus  the  bill  had 
passed  into  a  law.  The  grant  to  Lafayette,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  tbe  scat  of  Govem- 
raont,  left  a  district  of  six  miles  square  a  per- 
fect wilderness.  The  bill  proposes  to  pn 
twenty-four  thousand  acres.  To  take  that 
quantity  of  good  land  in  any  one  spot,  would 
completely  break  up  a  neighl>orhood,  and  hin- 
der its  settlement  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
He  presumed  that  it  might  be  granted  in  Ar- 
kansas, or  Michigan,  without  a  like  injury. 

Mr.  Yinrox  insisted  that  the  effect  of  tha 
amendment  would  be  not  to  keep  their  lands 
open  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  actual  seUlen^ 
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but,  on  the  contrary,  to  throw  them  into  the 
hands  of  speculators,  who  would  withhold 
them  from  Mttlement  much  longer  than  the 
time  contemplated  hy  tlie  bili.  The  ameud- 
ment  e&ja  that  the  land  shoold  be  disposed  of 
bj  the  Renster  and  Receirer  at  the  firat  aale  of 
paldie  land,  NoWj  it  was  notorions  to  all  per- 
sons acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  pablio 
lands,  that  at  those  aales,  10,  20,  and  even  40 
times  as  much  land  was  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, as  was  actually  sold.  The  inevitable  con- 
aeqnence  of  offering  these  lands  at  such  a  sole, 
must  be  their  entire  sacriBoe.  The;r  were  lim- 
ited by  no  minimnm  price,  as  the  public  lands 
were.  They  were  not  sure  of  bringing  the 
dollar  and  a  quarter.  They  might  sell  for  ten 
cents  or  five  cents  an  acre,  shonld  no  more  be 
offered ;  and  the  persona  who  tlins  purchased 
tbera  would  hold  them  back  from  settlement 
for  pnrposee  of  speculation.  For  his  part,  he 
conld  see  no  reason  why  the  grant  in  this  bill 
ehonld  be  loc-ated  in  any  of  the  Territories. 
He  had  no  objections  to  its  being  fixed  in  the 
Btate  of  Ohio,  for  he  did  not  consider  it  as  at 
all  operating  to  keep  down  tlie  settlement  of 
the  country.  So  far  from  objecting  to  the 
dllowanoe  of  five  years  for  the  sale,  his  objec- 
tion, on  the  contnny,  was,  that  the  land  was 
obliged  to  be  sold  within  that  time.  All  per- 
sons acquainted  with  the  state  of  our  new 
lands,  knew  that,  in  the  oldest  districts,  even 
io  the  State  of  Ohio,  there  were  more  lands  in 
market  than  could  be  sold  in  thirty  years ;  he 
admitted  that  if,  in  the  natural  progress  of  set- 
tlement, the  tnnds  granted  were  likely  to  be 
taken  np  within  the  five  years,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  front  Florida  would  apply. 
But  snch  was  not  the  foct.  The  progress  of 
settlement  was  fnr  from  being  so  rapid.  A 
compulsory  sole,  even  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
most  result  in  a  sacrifice.  But  gentlemen  had 
every  security  ag^nst  unnecessary  delay.  The 
interest  of  these  mstitutiuns  would  indnce  them 
to  moke  sale  of  their  lands  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble ;  while,  so  long  as  they  remaned  unsold, 
they  were  subject  to  taxation,  and  were  only  a 
borden  instead  of  a  benefit :  this  matter  bad 
been  fully  tried  in  the  State  fVom  whence  he 
come.  Rcservotions  had  there  been  granted 
support  of  schools,  and  no  efforts  had 
id  in  making  them  of  any  value  to  that 
«nd ;  insomnch  that  the  State  had  applied  for 
leave  to  sell  them,  and  they  had  actually  been 
sold.  It  was  next  to  impossible  to  rent  lands 
in  a  new  country.  No  man  would  consent  to 
settle  as  a  renter,  who  conld,  by  a  little  labor, 
attain  the  fee  simple  of  the  soil.  The  institu- 
tions, therefore,  would  be  glad  to  sell  their  lands 
as  soon  as  they  could  obtain  a  reasonable  price. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  ffniTK,  and  negatived, 

Mr.  Gov  AS  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  spe- 
cies of  legislation ;  but,  if  the  House  deter- 
mined to  go  into  this  system,  he  wished,  at 
least,  to  make  it  as  general  as  possible.  With 
this  new,  he  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect 
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of  which,  if  agreed  to,  wonld  be,  to  include  in 
the  beneficial  provisions  of  this  aot,  the  Lnna- 
tic  Asylum  at  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BABTunr  thereupon  offered  the  follow- 
ing   amendment   to    the  amendment  of  Ur. 


Mr.  Tattok,  of  "Virginia,  objected  to  the  lat- 
ter amendment,  because  it  went  to  include 
States  which  hod  already  received  their  town- 
ship of  land. 

Mr.  Oms  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  pol- 
icy ;  but  since  it  seemed  the  determination  of 
the  House  to  pnrsue  it,  be  thought  that  tha 
same  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  all  insH- 
tations  of  this  character  which  already  existed, 
and  for  those  hereafter  to  be  founded ;  for  if 
Congress  waited  till  these  Seminaries  should 
actually  have  arisen  in  aU  the  Btatee,  the  ^ood 
land  within  its  control  might,  by  this  bme, 
have  all  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WuRTS  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampsnire  was  founded 
on  the  assumption  that  the  grants  oontemplated 
by  the  bill  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
within  which  the  inatitutionB  happened  to  be 
located.  This  was  not  the  case ;  and  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bill  on  any  such  principle. 
The  bill  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  as  States,  but 
of  an  unfortunate,  destitute,  and  helpless  por- 
tion of  the  community,  within  a  particular  sec- 
tioD  of  the  Union.  And  he  would  remind  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  thot,  for 
these  unfortunate  beings  within  the  six  New 
England  States,  (one  of  which  he  represents,} 
ample  provision  hod  already  been  made,  by  a 
grant  similar  in  character  to  that  now  asked 
for.  It  wonld  be  mere  folly  to  establish  insti- 
tutions of  this  description  in  each  Stat«  of  this 
Union ;  and  it  would  be  still  worse  to  make 
grants  where  there  are  no  institutions  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  he  apprehended  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  would  be  of  the  sune 
opinion,  if  he  hod  thoroughly  examined  and 
reflected  npon  the  subject.  In  Fenneylvanin 
and  New  York  they  already  exist,  and  are  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  instmctlon  so  fhr  as 
their  means  will  enable  them  to  do  it.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  New  York  had  made  pro- 
vixion  for  the  education  of  her  own  indigent 
deaf  and  dumb;  but  it  was  to  the  honor  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  she  appropriated  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  this  land- 
able  and  beneficent  purpose.  Here,  then,  were 
institutions  already  in  existence,  and  through 
them  the  benefits  of  this  grant  would  be  ex- 
tensively diffused.  But  let  us  not  volunteer 
our  bounty  where  private  charity  hna  done 
nothing  for  the  creation  of  an  institution.  Bo- 
fore  ve  make  a  grant,  let  us  see  a  foundation 
Idd— let  us  see  an  institution  in  full  operotion. 
It  was  ft  well-known  fact  to  those  who  had  had 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  pracdoal  knowl- 
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•dge  on  the  anbject,  that  privBte  benevolraice 
niwt  conipire  with  the  public  bouDt^Ti  ii  otAm 
to  prodaee  a  beneficiBl  reanlt.  Individuals, 
•cttng  from  humane  and  charitable  modves, 
must  give  their  time,  their  Btt«titioi]i,  and  their 
labor,  to  the  object,  otherwise  an  inetitation  for 
the  edacation  of  the  deii  and  dumb  oonld  not 
floarish  anjwhere ;  and  where  private  choritj 
htw  not  thoB  been  already  at  work,  ther«  ia 
Boaroelf  any  reason  to  hope  that  It  wilt  be 
•ailed  into  operation  by  our  bonnty.  He  had 
lud  that  ample  proTision  had  beeu  made  in  the 
riz  Eastern  States  for  the  edncatlon  of  this 
truly  nnfottanBte  class  of  the  oommonitr.  He 
Voald  show  this  fact,  and  sot  ask  the  Boiise 
to  take  it  for  granted.  A  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  intlitntioD  in  Connectiout; 
and,  on  the  principle  on  which  he  sustained 
this  bill,  he  ooiuld««d  tiiat  grant  as  made,  not 
Jn-  the  State  of  Conneotleat,  bnt  for  the  bene- 
flt  of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dnmb  within  those 
BtatM.  Now,  what  was  the  number  of  the  deaf 
and  domb  within  tboae  Stalest  It  could  be  as- 
eerbdnedwithsomethiDglikecertdDty,  at  least 
with  all  the  precbion  necessary  to  a  proper 
nndentanding  of  the  claims  of  other  portions 
of  the  Union  to  a  similar  appropriation. 

Mr.  BABTT.ETT  Said  he  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wukts)  should 
have  thought  proper  to  declare,  so  anqnalifi- 
edly,  that  the  proposition  contained  m  the 
amendment  he  hod  offered  was  folly'— consom- 
mate  folly.    [Ur.  Wubts  explained.] 

Mr  B.  observed  that  it  gave  htm  plcasnre  to 
learn  from  the  gentleman,  that  there  wns  an 
escape  fh>m  thejadgment  he  had  supposed  was 

Eronooneed,  inasmuch  as  an  opinion  from  so 
igh  an  aatbority  might  have  given  to  his 
amendment  a  character  which  ne  hoped  it 
might  not  deserve.  The  gentleman  hod  aud, 
that  lie  did  not  understand  the  subject.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  not  expected,  at  that 
time,  that  the  attention  of  the  House  would 
have  been  called  to  it,  bnt  be  hoped  that  his 
nnderstanding  of  his  own  proposition  would 
save  him  from  the  error  into  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  fallen  respecting  it  The  gentle- 
man had  said  it  was  folly  to  propose  appropri- 
ations for  institntions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
States  where  they  do  not  now  exist.  What- 
ever, said  Mr,  B.,  may  be  the  character  of  such 
a  measnre,  that  measure  is  not  mine.  He  pro- 
posed no  such  thing,  and  the  whole  coarse  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks  were  entirely  aude 
from  the  snbject.  His  proposition  was  not  to 
give  to  such  institotions  only,  bat  to  literary 
mstitntions  in  the  different  States.  And  if 
there  were  not  in  all  the  States  such  institu- 
tions to  receive  the  bonnty,  it  was  time  there 
should  be.  Why  should  donations  be  made  to 
the  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  only  t 
Is  it  more  important  that  they  should  be  edu- 
cated than  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  possess 
the  faculties  of  speech  and  hearing  t  Are  they 
mcve  poor  I  They  are,  in  all  the  probabilities 
rf  life,  the  ohildren  of  as  able  parents  as  others. 


But  we  are  told  the  example  of  this  ehari^ 
had  been  set  We  have  given  to  the  instttn- 
tion  in  Connecticut  and  in  Eentncky.  There 
was  a  reason  for  eitendlng  aid  to  the  institu- 
tion in  Connecticut,  when  it  was  established, 
which  does  not  now  apply.  This  system  of 
education  was  then  a  ntie  experiment  in  this 
country.  There  was  not  suMcieot  confidence 
of  its  success  in  the  oommnnity  to  enable  indi- 
vidual effort  to  stru^le  against  popnlar  pr^u- 
dice.  The  Government  gave  its  aid — it  has 
succeeded — and  institntions,  by  private  enter- 
prise, npon  the  principles  of  other  institutions 
for  education,  have  since  been  established,  and 
ore  sncoessfnl.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  at  the  last 
session,  we  made  a  lilie  grant  to  the  institntieo 
in  Eentncky.  He  remembered  the  passage  (rf 
that  bill,  and,  from  his  own  impressions,  h«i  no 
doubt  that  many  were  influenced,  and  he 
thonght  properly,  by  the  argument,  that  Gov- 
ernment nad  aided  in  the  establishment  of  that 
kind  for  Uie  Atlsntie  section  of  the  Union, 
vrhile  the  extensive  region  west  of  the  ADe- 
ghony  was  unprovided  for.  It  was,  in  that 
view,  eousidered  an  act  of  Justice,  with  the  be- 
lief that  institatious  of  that  character  conld 
hereafter  present  no  peculiar  claims  to  nati<MmI 
patronage.  He  felt  not  less  compassion  than 
others  for  the  nnfortnnate  beings  for  whose  in- 
stmction  such  institutions  are  intended.  And 
he  wonld  not  institute  a  comparison  at  this 
time,  into  the  importance  of  educating  them, 
or  such  as  have  the  power  of  speech  and  hear- 
ing; he  would  only  say,  that,  in  the  latter,  the 
community  have  at  least  as  deep  an  intwest. 

Ur.  Cox  WAT  expressed  a  hope  that  tite  om^td- 
nieut  of  Ur.  Gov  ah  would  not  be  adopted,  as 
the  territories  are  completely  exelnded  from  its 
benefit,  although  they  cert^nly  had  as  Jost  a 
claim  as  any  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Woon,  of  New  York,  was  owaeed  to  the 
amendment  of  Ur.  Bartlett.  He  said  tiut 
the  grant,  if  made,  will  be  applied  to  literary 
institutions  in  general ;  but  a  grant  to  different 
States  for  this  purpose  has  not  been  called  for. 
They  have  not  asked  it.  The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  for  two  institutions  actually  in  tnA- 
ence — institntions  fiilly  organized,  and  in  an- 
tive  and  useful  operation.  A  large  class  at 
children,  nuhappily  deprived  of  the  powers  of 
speech,  and  of  hearing,  are  in  a  course  of  train- 
ing, and  the  number  received  is  only  limited  by 
the  funds  provided  for  their  support.  There 
wns  a  wide  difference  between  theee  childroi 
and  paupers.  It  had  never  been  held  that  the 
States  were  under  any  obligation  to  educate 
their  denf  and  dumb.  But  it  had  always  beoi 
maintained  and  acknowledged  that  they  were 
bound  to  support  their  own  poor.  The  lattec 
provision,  however,  was  for  the  body  merely, 
whereas  the  noble  charity  to  1m  aided  by  thit 
bill  addressed  its  invaluable  benefits  to  th* 
minds.  It  is  intellect  which  is  here  to  be  chM<- 
ished  and  developed — and  the  snccess  of  sncb 
an  attempt  in  respect  to  those  bom  deaf  and 
dumb,  oooferred  a  Jost  elevation  where  it  wat 
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made.  The  inatitutlons  of  this  kind  abroad 
were  some  of  tlie  most  distinguished,  both  ill 
France  and  England,  It  ia  not,  bj  any  means, 
proposed  to  provide  grataitoua  instruction  for 
thechildrenof  therich.  When  they  are  received 
into  these  aeminaries,  they  are  always  received 
aa  pay  echolarB.  So  far  as  an  appeal  is  now 
made  to  the  National  Government,  it  is  made 
In  behalf  of  the  poor — for  those  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  theevilj  of  poverty.  Lave  superadded 
the  privation  of  speech  and  hearing.  So  sensi- 
ble had  the  State  of  New  York  be^  of  the  im- 
portanoe  of  providing  this  species  of  instruc- 
tion, than  an  appropriation  hod  been  made  for 
edncating  a  oeriaia  number  of  these  unfortu- 
nates from  each  county  in  the  State.  But  so 
great  was  the  number  of  the  sufferers,  that  this 
provision,  though  liberal,  was  insufficient.   Oen- 


were  confined  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  that 
State  aloue.  Its  scholars  are  received  trom  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  of  the  world.  None 
are  n^ectud  whom  the  means  of  the  institation 
will  ^low  it  to  receive.  Jnatitntions  of  this 
kind  were  ccrtiunly  amouK  the  most  charitable 
tliat  coiild  be  named.  They  aimed  at  intro- 
dnclng  their  unfortunate  objects,  he  would  not 
say  to  a  higher  rank  in  the  scale  of  existence, 
but  to  existence  itself.  Their  beneficence  was 
not  local  or  partial,  but  wide  and  general  as  the 
prevalence  of  that  evil  which  it  sought  to  re- 
lieve. They  were  in  needy  circunwtances,  and 
the  aid  bestowed  upon  them  would  go,  as  far 
as  practicable,  into  immediate  operation.  But 
the  inatitnliona  contemplated  in  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  had 
presented  no  need — had  exhibited  no  treasury 
emptied  by  charity — nay,  some  of  them  might 
not  yet  be  ia  existence.  At  all  events,  they 
w»re  asking  nothing  from  the  House.  It  was 
now  known  by  an  experience  of  tliirtyyeBr8,tIiat 
the  views  advanced  by  the  del^ate  from  Flor- 
ida were  not  correct  The  State  of  New  York 
hod  made  the  same  experiment  as  has  been 
mentioDed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  She 
bod  made  reservatLons  for  the  benefit  of  her 
literary  institutions,  and  that  mode  of  benefit- 
ing them  had  proved,  in  practice,  utterly  inetll- 
cient  and  useless.  Those  institntJons  had  all 
applied  for  leave  to  sell  their  grants,  and  had 
actually  sold  them.  They  had  proved  nothing 
but  a  bill  of  expense  on  their  hands,  and  they 
wore  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  os  soon  os  any 
reasonable  price  was  ofibred. 

Hi.  Uaovim  opposed  Ur.  Babtlxit's  amend- 
ment, OS  wholly  departing  from  the  original 
objects  of  the  bill,  and  opening  an  entirely  new 
field  of  legislation.  If  it  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  give  to  each  State  a  township  of  land 
tor  general  purposes  of  education,  let  the  meas- 
ure he  brought  forward  in  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct form.  If,  however,  he  was  not  mistaken, 
there  was  already  apon  the  table  ahill  which  pro- 
posed to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio  lands 
for  this  very  purpose.   When  that  hill  waa  token 


up,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
HampBhirewouldbepertinent.  At  present  it  had 
little  to  do  with  the  original  object  of  the  bilL 
Besides,  if  any  such  general  distribution  was  to 
be  made,  it  ought  to  have  some  req>eet  to  th« 
relative  population  of  the  States:  for  it  wai 
not  reasonable  to  make  the  same  donation  to 
the  large  Stales  and  to  the  small  The  question 
was,  wnetiier  the  Honse  would  do  any  thing 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  t  Gonnecticat  and  Ken- 
tacky  had  already  received  its  t^  and,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  latter  iostitntion,  which  did 
honor  to  its  character,  aU  the  inhabitants  of 
the  valley  of  the  Uississippt  were  permitted  t« 
ahare  in  its  benetita.  In  like  manner,  the  in- 
stitution at  New  York  did  not  confine  its  ohar> 
ity  to  citizens  of  that  State,  but  threw  open  ita 
doors  to  all  the  world.  Ur.  U.  after  passing  a 
Just  encomiuni  on  the  liberality  of  his  nativa 
State,  in  making  apropriations  in  aiding  thia 
charity,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope,  that 
all  amendments  would  be  r^ectod,  and  the  bill 
passed  as  at  first  reported. 

Ur,  KiTTEKA  had  long  wished  to  see  theobject 
of  this  bill  bronght  before  the  House,  and  he  re- 
gretced  now  to  observe  that  it  had  found  opposera 
on  all  sides  of  the  House;  yet  if  he  had  been 
rightly  instructed,  a  grant  had  not  long  since 
been  mode  for  eimijor  objects,  both  in  the  east, 
and  in  the  west.  He  asked  to  be  informed,  on 
what  ground  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  deny 
the  same  privilege  to  the  centre  of  the  Union. 
Were  these  grants  wrong )  On  what  prhiciple 
were  they  wrong  1  Was  it  because  uie  same 
grants  had  been  made  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States!  If  tliere  was  any  thing  in  that 
ol^jection  it  ought  to  have  prevailed,  but  it  did 
not  prevail.  Thagranta  were  made — they  were 
rightly  made.  Inese  institutions  oommended 
themselves  to  the  chai'ities  of  every  man. 
They  had  been  cherished — warmly  cherished, 
OS  far  as  private  munificence  could  snst^n 
them.  But  private  means  had  proved  insuffi- 
cient. And  what  dit  these  Institutions  now 
ask  I  Is  it  that  a  benefit  may  be  conferred  ex- 
clusively on  Now  York  or  Pennsylvania  I  No, 
their  doors  are  thrown  wide  to  all,  and  whet 
they  receive,  they  receive  only  that  it  may  bt 
distributed  to  all  without  distinction.  It  is  out 
of  the  power  of  many  of  the  States  to  have  in- 
stitutions of  this  kind,  and  those  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  are  open  to  receive  the  pupill 
fi'om  such  States.  Have  not  they  then  a  right 
to  come  to  this  Honse,  and  say,  give  the  same  aid 
to  us  as  you  have  given  to  similar  institutions 
in  the  east  and  in  the  west )  When  the  nnfor- 
tnnote  deaf  and  dumb  from  our  neighboring 
State  of  Delaware  shall  come  to  the  inatitution 
in  Philadelphia,  and  ask  to  be  received,  will 
yon  oblige  us  to  say  to  them — we  wontd  gladly 
receive  yon,  but  we  have  it  not  in  our  power! 
Why  is  this  amendment  now  presented  ?  Is  it 
because  the  pnblio  lands  are  at  some  day  to 
be  divided  I  When  are  they  to  be  divided  I 
Howl  To  whom?  For  whatt  No(»ie  can 
tell.    No  gentleman  on  the  floor  can  anawer 
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the  inqairf.  The  object  of  the  ameodnient, 
then,  must  be,  to  destroj  the  bill  altc^ther ; 
Bnch,  at  all  evente,  will  be  ita  ioevitsble  effect. 
Gnmts,  it  eeems,  ore  to  be  made  to  all  the 
States,  for  Litemry  Inetitutions.  Literuy  In- 
Btitutional  What  iiutJtiitioitg  are  thej?  Have 
thej  asked  for  this  aid  t  Who  has  authorised 
the  briagiiiK  forward  this  amendment?  Who 
has  required  it  to  be  bronght  forward )  Ko- 
body.  8ir,  I  trast  tliat  these  institutions  Till 
be  SQffered  to  stuid  on  their  own  application. 
They  have  accompanied  that  applicatioo  with 
reusoDs  in  support  of  it.  We  ask  genUemen  to 
meet  those  reasons.  Will  gentlemen  say,  we 
refuse  this  application,  because  we  won't  en- 
courage yon  ?  BeoaoM  we  do  not  approve  your 
object!  Because  we  have  no  power  to  help 
7on!  Or,  because,  when  we  helped  others  in 
the  same  ntuation,  we  did  wrong?  Mr.  E. 
ooDcluded  with  expressing  his  hope,  that  the 
amendment  would  oe  negatived,  and  that  the 
House  would  vote  on  the  naked  question  of 
making  a  grant  to  the  two  InatitDtums  which 
bsve  solicited  it. 

Mr.  Babtlxtt  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablio  T«"'1"i  with 
the  following  instmctiona: 

"  Tlmt  tlia  bill  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to  iaquire  Into 
the  eipedicncy  of  m^kinf;  >  general  prorision  for 

Knts  of  land  to  all  the  States  io  the  Union,  whivh 
c  not  already  received  such  groats,  for  Qteiary 
or  other  public  inititutioni." 

This  motion  snpersetling  tiie  qneation  on  the 
amendment,  the  question  waa  accordingly  put 
□pon  the  recommitment,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— ayes  TB,  noea  62. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pnhlio  Lands. 


Friday,  January  S6. 
Htq/  and  Dmni  Jtfltaiti. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Miakkll,  it  was 

Jlaolvtd,  That  the  Commlttea  on  the  PobHa 
Lands,  to  whom  has  been  referred  tbe  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Sew  York  and  PennsjlTaniainsIitutloai 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  aod  Dumb,  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  ameodinx 
•aid  bill,  as  that  the  same  will  gire  to  the  Centrd 
Asflum  in  the  Sute  of  Hew  York  for  the  inslrue- 
tion  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  one-half  township  of 
Isnd,  and  one-half  township  of  land  to  the  Sew 
York  City  Jostitution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Bcoir,  Ch^nnan 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  Mabkbll  explained  the  resolution,  as  not 
being  inconsistent  with  that  passed  yesterday, 
recommitting  the  whole  subject  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institutions  1«  the  Land  Committee. 

Mr.  BorFMAK  added  a  few  words  of  further 
explanation,  stating  that  the  intention  of  the 
resolutjoa  was  oot  to  propose  any  new  grant  of 


land,  hut  as  there  were  two  institutions  rftbis 
kind  in  the  State  of  >'ew  York,  it  merely 
sought  to  have  the  lands  intended  for  the  ob- 
ject, in  that  State,  divided  between  them. 


SalUBDAz,  Jannar7  27. 
OrarUt  to  tJu  Qvapaa  Indiant. 

Mr.  Stboro,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  reported  a  hill  to  carry  into  effect  tlie 
grants  of  laud  made  by  tho  treaty  of  the  Ittb 
of  November,  1824,  with  the  Qaapaw  Indiant; 
which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  FoBBiTH  observed  that  the  bill  appeared 
to  introdace  a  new  principle  asd  a  new  u^t^I^ 
tion  in  relation  to  Indian  reserves.  He  h(^ 
its  poHsage  to  a  third  reading  would  not  be 
pressed  until  further  time  hod  been  allowed  Id 
examine  its  proviuons ;  and  with  tiiat  view  )» 
moved  to  lay  it  for  the  present  upon  the  taUe; 

Mr.  Bti(ok&  said  that  the  biU  might  no  doubt 
be  debated,  as  other  subjects  were ;  but  be  wu 
somewhat  afraid  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  lest  it 
might  not  again  be  brought  up  in  time  to  be 
acted  on.  The  treaty  m^e  with  the  Qnspsv 
tribe  of  Indiana  cont^ned  an  article  which  pro- 
vides that  certun  small  tracts  of  land,  amount- 
ing in  all,  to  about  a  thonsand  acres,  (eiceptjng 
two  sections  granted  to  a  chief,)  shall  be  reserv- 
ed from  cession,  and  granted  to  certain  Indians 
by  name — and  the  question  had  arisen,  wheth- 
er it  waa  the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  treslj 
that  these  grants  shonld  be  in  fee,  or  thit  tbej 
should  convey  only  a  life  estate.  In  othertres- 
with  Indian  tribes,  when  similar  reserns 
■e  made,  tho  language  was  express  thsl » 
estato  only  was  granted.  But,  in  thepn^ 
treaty,  no  such  language  was  need,  ana  the 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Crittenden,  under  whoee 
negotiation  the  treaty  had  been  made,  teetiflc 
that  the  understanding  and  intention  <m  botb 
sides  was,  that  these  grants  should  be  in  In. 
A  miyority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblit 
Lands  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  P'*f'' 
interpretation.  A  minority  held  the  otbet 
opinion.  The  committee  doMring  to  canj  tl* 
real  intent  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  had  ie]X*^ 
ed  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  thit  ^- 
planation  would  prove  satisfactory,  and  tbe  ■h" 
be  ordered  to  a  tLird  reading. 

Mr.  FoBSYm  add  he  was  not  hostile  totH 
bill,  but  was  desirons  of  having  an  (^portnu'f 
to  compare  (he  treaty  and  the  bill  W!^''?^ 
He  believed  he  waa  correct  when  he  stated  tW 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  dit' 
fered  in  opinion  from  the  mnJority  of  tb*  l*" 
Committee.  It  appeared,  therefore,  thst  OHH* 
wns  a  question  in  the  ease.  The  biU  drw  ^ 
tain  reserves  to  Indian  chiefs  in  fee.  Nc.  *" 
they  hold  of  tho  United  States  as  citliensl  « 
did  they  hold  of  their  tribe  as  Indians  I^ 
conclnded  by  movins  that  the  bill  be  laid  *F» 
the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Inll  V  *°' 
irdingly  laid  on  the  table, 
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HtmoAT,  Jaaaarj  i9. 
Chi^caaaw  and  Oiootata  Zndtaiu. 

The  Hoose  resnmed  the  conrideration  of  the 
resolntjon  moved  by  Mr,  Woods,  of  Ohio,  on 
the  SSth,  and  u  modified  at  the  aoggestioii  of 
Mr.  YiKTOir,  on  the  Sflth  inatimt. 

Mr.  Polk  i^mftrked  tiat  thig  reeolntion  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  on  his 
motion,  for  the  pnrpose  of  enabling  gentlemen 
to  look  into  the  docnmenta.  He  had  ezBmined 
them,  and  did  not  himself  eee  that  there  was 
any  neceaait;  for  paasing  rach  a  resolation; 
but,  aa  tLe  gentieman  from  Ohio  had  thought 
It  worthy  <S  his  attention  to  propose  Bnch  a 
call,  he  supposed  it  was  not  merely  to  gratify 
his  cnriosity,  bnt  that  he  must  have  tome  ob- 
ject in  view  which  he  proposed  to  effeot  by  it. 
And  he  called  on  him  to  know  what  nse  he 
proposed  to  make  of  the  informatioa  when  he 
bad  obtiuned  it.  Was  it  intended' to  furnish 
sny  osefol  information  on  any  sabject  then 
pending,  and  hereafter  to  be  broofht  before 
the  Housed  If  so,  it  would  seem  that  all  the 
instmctions  ever  given  to  CommisBioners  to 
negotiate  with  In£aa  tribes,  from  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  Government  down  to  the 
present  period,  were  equally  necessary.  Why 
can  for  the  inatmctions  given  in  thia  case 
alone  ?  IKd  the  gentleman  propose  to  predi- 
cate on  this  opinion,  when  received,  any  legis- 
lative proceeaings?  If  so,  when  the  House 
was  informed  what  tbat  legislative  proceeding 
was  intended  to  be,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  prop- 
er to  make  the  call.  If  neither  of  these  objects 
was  intended,  the  call  was  wholly  nseleas.  The 
Honse  was  left  to  conjecture  what  the  gentle- 
man's otyect  was,  and  unless  he  infonned  them, 
they  were  called  on  to  act  on  his  resolution 
without  the  necessary  informatioa.  He  wonld 
briefly  state  the  facte  of  thia  particnlar  case. 
Br  the  act  of  Oongross.  approved  on  the  20th 
of  May  lest,  an  appropnation  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  enienses  of  holding 
treaties  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes 
of  Indians,  for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  from 
them,  if  practicable,  cessions  of  tbeir  lands. 
Three  distingnished  citizens  were  appointed 
Oommisrioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  negotiate  with  them.  They  met  the 
Indians  of  those  two  nations  In  conncil,  and 
every  effort  made  to  obtain  cesuons  of  their 
lands  resulted  in  a  total  failure.  The  Jonmal 
of  their  proceedings,  containing  all  their  com- 
nanications  with  the  Indians,  and  their  an- 
Bwera,  in  retnm,  had  been  pablished,  and  were 
before  the  House,  If  he  had  understood  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman,  made  to  the  Honse 
when  this  resolution  was  before  under  consid- 
eration, the  first  exception  which  he  had  taken 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  CommisaionoTS  was,  that 
the  act  of  Congresa,  under  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, coly  authorized  them  to  treat  with  those 
tribes  for  the  pur]>ose  of  obtftining  cessions  of 
their  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  that  the  CommissionerB  had  exceeded  thdr 


authority,  by  attempting  to  obtain  bU  ttieir 
lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  a  small 
and  very  inconsiderable  strip  of  which  it  turned 
ont  lay  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  the  seo- 
cond  exception  taken  was,  the  enormity  of  th« 

5 rice  offered  to  the  Choctaws  for  their  country. 
Tow,  a  general  and  satisfactory  answer  to  both 
these  exceptions,  if  they  were  true,  would  be, 
that  any  treaty  which  the  Commissioners  might 
have  roade  with  either  of  those  tribes,  was 
Bul^ect  to  the  ratification  of  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Benate, 
before  it  waa  obligatory  on  the  Gkivemment, 
and,  even  if  ratifi^  by  the  constitutional  au- 
thority, thia  Honse,  when  called  on  for  the 
necessary  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
woold  have  had  a  ne^ttve  on  i^  by  refusing  to 
grant  such  appropriations. 

But  were  the  exceptions  taken,  in  &ct  trust 
The  first  rested  on  a  technical  constmotion 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  authorizing  treaties  to 
be  held,  and  not  in  the  evident  meaning  and 
intention  of  that  act.  The  ol^ect  was  to  obtain 
the  Indian  country,  all  of  which  lay  in  the  8tat« 
of  Mississippi,  except  this  small  strip  in  Ala* 
bama,  on  which  bnt  few,  if  anv  of  the  Indians 
resided,  and  which  conld  have  been  of  no  voloa 
to  them,  if  they  had  sold  oil  the  balsnoe  of  their 
country,  within  the  State  of  Missisaippi.  It 
would,  therefbre,  have  been  simple  in  the  In- 
diana to  have  ret^ned  this  small  balance.  Tha 
Commissioners,  according  to  the  evident  inten< 
tion  of  Coneress,  proposed  to  treat  with  them 
for  the  whue  of  their  lands  on  the  east  of  tha 
Mississippi  River,  including  this  balance.  As 
to  the  second  exception,  the  gentleman  ftom 
Ohio  estimatea  the  price  offered  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  Choetawa  for  thehr  country, 
at  five  milliona  of  dollars— this,  he  says,  ho  has 
fonod  to  be  the  case,  "  upon  calculation ;  "  ye^ 
sir,  it  must  have  been  "  upon  calculation ;  "  for 
it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  propositions  made 
by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Indians.  He  did 
not  know  by  what  system  of  arithmetic  the 
gentleman  had  arrived  at  his  conclusion,  but 
one  thing  be  knew,  that  he  was  totally  mis- 
taken. He  took  it  on  himself  to  say  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  one-fourth  of  that  sum.  The 
Commissioners  proposed  to  give  them  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  to  l>e  paid  in  annuities,  as  every 
Bentleman  could  see,  by  turning  to  the  printed 
doonmenta,  for  their  country,  consisting,  as  near 
as  an  estimate  could  be  made,  of  about  6,000,000 
of  acres,  whicJi  wonld  have  been  worth  to  th» 
United  BtatoB,  the  moment  the  treaty  had  been 
consummated,  and  they  conld  have  brought  the 
InnUs  into  market,  four  or  five  tiroes  the  pric« 
proposed  to  be  given  for  it.  It  would  bo  re- 
marked, that  the  blanket,  rifle,  grm,  aramnni- 
tion  for  hunting  and  defence,  and  the  one  year's 
provision  to  each  warrior  who  should  remove 
to  the  west  of  Mississippi  River,  and  a  few  other 
small  articles,  were  provided  for,  by  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Choetaws  at  Doak's  Stand,  sev- 
en years  ago,  by  the  terms  of  which  a  partial 
exctuinge  of  countries  was  made.    And,  tiiere- 
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tore,  these  itema  cannot  be  properly  taken  into 
tlie  estimate,  in  ascertaining  the  price  offered 
by  the  CommiiisionerB  in  their  tate  attempt  to 
treat  with  them  for  their  lands.  He  hazarded 
nothing  In  saving,  that  the  price  offered  to  these 
tribes  for  their  lands  was  mach  lees,  in  propoi 
tdott  totheTalneof  the  conntry,  than  that  given 
to  the  Creeks  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  bj  the 
treaty  concluded  in  this  city  during  the  last 
jeoT.  And  yet,  the  gentleman,  although  here 
at  that  time,  had  not,  so  far  as  be  bad  learned, 
considered  the  price  p^d  too  great. 

But,  it  liod  been  urged,  that  the  Commisrion- 
«rs  had  addreeaed  the  Indiana  in  the  language 
ot  threats  and  coerdon ;  that  they  had  not 
been  breoted  as  a  free  people,  and  that  they  hod 
been  told,  if  tbey  did  not  niUingly  do  so,  tiiey 
■hoold  be  compelled  to  aairender  their  country, 
■nd,  in  order  to  osoertun  whether  they  were 
aothorixed  to  hold  snoh  Jangnwe,  it  was  insist- 
ed, the  other  day,  by  the  introducer  of  this  res- 
olntion,  and  his  colleague,  (Hr,  Viktok,)  on 
whose  motion  it  had  been  amended,  that  the 
instnctioiis  under  which  they  acted  shonld  be 
obtained.  He  denied  the  fact,  that  any  such 
language  calculated  to  iutituidote,  and  coerce 
die  Indians  to  tlie  compliance  with  their  wish- 
es, had  been  used  hj  the  CommiBsionera ;  but 
that  they  had  addressed  them  by  arguments, 
and  attempted  to  convince  them  of  the  pri)- 
priety  of  yielding  to  their  wishes,  in  ceding  to 
the  United  States  a  portion  of  their  lands ;  and, 
to  show  more  clearly  the  course  pnrsued  hy 
them,  he  read  from  an  address  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Chickasaw  nation  assembled  in 
eooncil,  aa  follows : 

"  But  ihould  you  atlU  be  oppoaed  to  eiehanpug 
your  lands  here,  tor  a  coontry  west  of  the  Mis^a- 
dpfd,  TOUT  Ikther,  the  Fremdent,  liai  directed  his 
cominiaBtonera  to  say  lo  jou,  that  the  iatereit  of  hia 
white  children  make*  it  his  duty  to  call  upon  yoa 
t«  sell  bhn  a  part  of  your  land.  Bis  white  chtldreu 
DeTer  will  be  satisfied  until  thej  hare  a  commn- 
nlcalion  through  their  own  satdements  between 
the  dty  of  Ke«  Orleans  and  the  Btate  of  Tennes- 
see. In  the  late  war,  when  the  British  inraded 
Louisiana,  our  white  brothers  of  New  {Means  and 
et  Natcbei  were  compelled  to  call  npon  thdr  brotb- 
en  in  Tennessee  and  Eentncky  lo  defend  them. 
The  dlMaaee  was  so  great,  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  BMrch  so  numerous,  that  the  eonntr;  of  the 
Uadssippl  was,  thr  a  long  time,  left  eipoted;  our 
towns  would  have  been  burnt,  our  property  plun- 
dered, and  our  oonntry  loat,  but  for  the  timely  and 
■liraciiloDl  relief  bj  oar  brothers  of  TeiiDeasee  and 
Kentucky.  They  encountered  every  difficulty  to 
{rive  security  to  our  soutbeni  bcM-der^  This  state  of 
Uiinga  must  not  again  occur.  The  wide  country 
between  Uiasistdppi  and  Tenoessee  most  t>e  settled. 
We  must  have  men  near  at  baud  to  defend  our  sea- 
ports and  our  southern  white  brothers.  Tou  have 
more  land  than  jou  can  uae ;  your  white  brethren 
have  to  protect  and  defend  their  own,  and  the  coun- 
try of  theit  ted  broUiers ;  they  have  to  deftay  all  the 
eipensea  of  the  OoTemmeat  in  peaee,  and  to  feed 
and  support  their  armies  in  time  of  war.  He  only 
advantage  the  Government  derives  from  its  red 
children  is,  to  get,  octasJonallj,  some  of  tbeir  lands, 


at  a  (air  and  reasooabte  price.  By  tefliBUig  to  sdl  as 
lands,  you  withhold  the  aelytaeins  in  your  power  of 
contributing  to  the  support  and  prosperity  of  the 
Governneut  of  the  United  States.  ESiould  yon  ob- 
Miuately  perdst  lu  this,  your  father,  tbe  Premden^ 
will  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  you  ousht  most 
willlDgly,  and  of  your  own  accord,  to  do.  Yon  mnat 
see  tbe  necessity  of  selling  a  part  of  your  lands,  bo 
as  to  enable  us  lo  connect  our  lower  and  upper  conn- 
tries.  If  oar  Choctaw  brothers  will  act  towards  tbe 
Oovenment  with  that  liberality  nidch  we  faaTc  « 
ri^t  to  eapeet,  we  shall  be  enabled,  with  whet  w» 
calculate  on  getting  from  you,  to  aeconqfish  tltia 
most  dedrable  ottjeet  Tour  father,  the  ^eadent, 
B»H  you  must  sell  to  your  white  brotheia,  that  part 
of  your  land  which  you  can  most  conveniently  sparo 
and  which  their  necesmties  compel  them  to  h«TCL 
It  is  not  proposed  by  your  father,  the  President,  to 
take  any  pordon  of  your  country,  without  giiing 
you  am]de  compensation.  He  would  not  defrand 
you ;  and  your  brothers,  the  commissioners,  wooM 

1  to  talv  advantage  either  of  your  weakness  or 

necesdtles.  Tliey  are  resolved  to  deal  fairly 
and  honorably  with  you,  and  to  pay  a  full  and  lit>er^ 
value  for  your  lands,  in  money,  for  tfap  benefit  at 
the  whole  nation," 


But,  after  having  failed  in  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  their  lands,  the  Commissionera 
learned  that  white  men  and  traders  in  the  na- 
tion, who  had  profitable  sitnationa  among  the 
Indians,  had,  and  were  exercising,  a  powerful 
and  undue  influence  over  them,  to  prevent  » 
ession  of  their  lands  to  the  United  States.  8e- 
ret  conncils,  at  night,  were  held  to  effect  tbia 
>hject.  The  CommiBsionera,  in  the  Jonmal  ot 
their  proceedings  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  Et«t« 
that,  "at  a  private  council  of  the  nation,  held 
in  tbe  night,  to  ascertain  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  the  proposals  which  had  been  made 
to  them,  there  were  present  a  number  of  whito 
men,  among  whom  was  the  ctHitractor,  Ur. 
William  £aston,  when  Ur.  David  Uackey,  half- 
breed,  attempted  to  exprees  his  views  in  favor 
of  a  cesffion,  Mr.  James  B.  KcDonsld  then  loae 
and  observed  that  Jii.  Uackey  would  not  ba 
allowed  to  speak ;  and  Mr.  Mackey  waa  BC(»rd- 
ingiy  silenced  by  tbe  order  of  the  conndL" 
The  Commissioners  having  discovered  thia,  it 
became  necessary  to  nndeceire  the  Indians,  if 
practicable,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  part  if 
nut  the  whole  of  their  country ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  the  address  of  the  IGth  November, 
1B26,  to  which  exceptions  hod  been  taken,  was 
delivered  to  the  Indians,  conched  in  strong  and 
energetic  terms  it  was  tme,  but  not  as  had  been 
said,  in  the  langoago  of  coercion  and  threats 
The  Commissioners,  therefore,  so  far  from  mer- 
iting the  elightest  imputation  of  censnre,  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  cotmtry,  for  their  per- 
severing and  zealons  endeavors  to  effect  the  ob> 
Ject  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  FoRSTTn  said  that  it  waa  not  his  intea* 
tion  to  object  to  the  object  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  resolution  of  the  gentUnuo  fron 
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Ohio.  U«  vished  to  see  these  iiistnictioii&  bat 
tliere  was  mtich  in  the  resolution  which  he 
could  not  approve.  The  answering  of  the  oa]l 
iras  left  discretionair  with  the  Executive,  how 
fiu"  the  call  wa*  to  be  answered.  He  coqIiI  not 
see  how  the  disclo^g  of  these  instnictioDa  was 
likely  to  Kffect  the  pnblic  service.  The  call, 
moreover,  was  directed  to  the  President  of  the 
Unit«d  States.  The  usual  course  in  these  casts 
was  to  direct  the  coll  to  the  Secretcuj'  of  War. 
But  aaother  part  of  the  resolution  was  still 
more  olyectionable.  It  first  calls  for  a  copj  of 
the  iDstrnctioos,  and  then  it  calls  upon  the 
President  to  eaj,  whether  the  language  profess- 
edly under  those  instructioaa,  was  auuiorized 
by  him.  Surely  the  House,  when  it  got  the  in- 
atractions,  woi^d  be  able  to  judge  for  itself^ 
whether  it  didordidnotauthorizettie  language 
emplojed.  It  seemed  rather  extraordinary  to 
call  upon  the  PreMdent  first  to  disclose  the 
instructions,  and  then  to  decide  'npon  tlie 
construction  of  the  terms  contained  in  them. 
There  wo*  something  wrong  in  the  whole  man- 
ner of  conducting  this  business.  The  House 
was  asked  to  make  a  mountain  of  a  molehill^ 
and  to  inrestisate  the  circumstances  of  an  In- 
dian talk,  as  if  the  country  had  been  conducting 
a  diplomatic  negotiation  with  some  important 
foreign  power,  Indian  treaties  used  formerly 
to  be  conducted  by  talks  held  by  the  Cummis- 
aioners  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
Ghie&;  the  result  of  which,  on  both  sides,  was 
mbmitted  to  the  Senate.  An  improvement,  of 
late  years,  had  been  introduced,  and  the  matter 
was  now  treated  diplomatically.  Formal  dip- 
lomatic notes  were  addressed  to  these  Indian 
tribes,  scarcely  one  of  whom  could  read,  and  as 
(i>mial  diplomatic  answers  were  retnmed,  al- 
though none  of  them  could  write.  Tliis  was 
quite  a  modem  improvement,  being,  as  he  be- 
hered,  of  about  five  years'  standing.  For  his 
part,  he  had  no  idea  of  pving  countenance  to 
any  such  mode  of  procedure.  He  knew  that 
an  idea  was  very  prevalent,  and  was  gaining 
ground  in  the  United  States,  that  tlie  inter- 
eoorse  of  the  Government  witli  the  Indian 
tribes  ought  to  be  placed  on  an  entirely  new 
footing.  Sir,  asked  Mr.  F„  what  are  they! 
Are  tliey  uatitHis  independent  of  the  United 
States;  or  are  they  not  the  subjects  of  oar  will, 
sod  under  our  ooutrol — the  proper  subjects  of 
legislative  enactment  in  aCiy  manner  tnot  the 
interests  of  the  United  Blates  might  demand? 
Has  this  Qovernment  ever  legislated  for  them 
as  individuals?  Or,  have  they  not  ever  been 
treated  as  dependent  tribes!  They  are  so. 
They  must  be  treated  so,  and  have  been  so 
treated  with  undevioting  rigor,  from  tlte  very 
commencement  of  this  Government.  Under  this 
impression  he  would  now  offer  an  amendment, 
calculated  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  and 
which,  at  the  same  time,  would  avoid  giving  to 
this  subject  an  importance  which  did  not  belong 
to  it.    Mr.  F.  here  offered  the  following  amend- 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dimet«d  to  trai» 


mtt  to  this  Hoase  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
to  the  commissioners  uid  agents  of  tho  Liiited 
States  under  the  act  of  the  aoth  Kay,  ISZO,  to 
enable  the  Presiiient  of  iha  L'uiCed  Sutes  to  bold 
a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations 
of  Indiana." 

Mr.  WoosB,  of  Ohio,  observed,  he  fhongfat 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  tha 
resolution,  had  been  fully  stated  and  eipluned, 
when  it  was  first  considered  by  the  House.  He 
had  then  stated  that  he  believed  abuses  did  ex- 
ist ;  and  he  would  now  say  that  ho  believed  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  into  effect  a 
policy  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  which  ha 
hoped  would,  when  discussed,  meet  the  decided 
reprobation  of  this  House  and  the  nation.  If 
the  Com^aisuoners  hare  used  language  to  tbs 
Indiana  not  authorized  by  thnr  instructions, 
they  should  be  held  responsible.  But  ha  wi^- 
ed  to  know  whether  this  policy  and  the  course 
pursued  in  these  n^otiations,  did  not  originate 
with  the  Executive  or  the  Department  under 
which  the  Commissioners  acted.  Nothing  more 
may  have  been  done  in  this  cose  than  in  many 
others ;  but  the  number  of  instances  con  be  no 
jnstifloation  for  continniog  to  do  wrong.  Ha 
did  not  wish  (Ifr.  W.  said)  to  convey  any 
charge  or  imputations  against  the  character  or 
intentions  oi  the  Commissioners.  He  stated 
this  explicitly  before.  The  gontieman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk]  has  told  us  that  these 
Commissioners  were  inflneacod  by  their  great 
zeal  to  advance  the  public  interest,  and  what 
tliey  believed  to  be  tne  policy  of  ijie  Govern- 
ment. This  zeal,  however  laudable,  may  have 
led  the  Commissioners,  and  the  De^utment 
too,  into  an  error.  We  have  (said  Mr.  W.) 
been  informed  that  three  or  four  thonsand  dol- 
lars have  been  expended  by  one  of  the  agents 
to  advance  tills  schema,  which  he  believed  (and 
perhaps  on  the  information  of  the  Department) 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  in  the 
promotion  of  a  measure  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
hoped  never  would  be  sanctioned.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  says,  ho  must  have  been 
mistaken  in  his  calculations,  when  he  (Mr.  W.^ 
informed  the  House  that  the  amount  propo 


He  eould  assure  that  geuUeman  that  the  calcu- 
lation was  made  upon  the  documents  and  esti- 
mates presented  to  us  by  the  Indian  Departs 
ment.  And  if  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  mat- 
ter, they  will  find  that  he  bod  not  overrated 
the  amount ;  and  he  might  add  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  grand  scheme  in  which  the  De- 
partment of  Indiafi  Affairs  had  been  progress- 
mg,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  cost  the  nation 
little  less  than  twenty  millions.  The  whole 
number  of  Indians  in  the  Chickasaw  and  Choc- 
taw nations,  are  stated,  in  a  document  which 
he  had  before  him,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  34,625. 
The  expense  of  removing  them  Is  estimat«d  at 
(30  c.ich;  tlie  cost  of  furnishing  each  warrior 
with  a  rifie,  blanket,  and  aaimnnlti<m,  and  tlie 
additional  artidea  proposed  by  the  Commia. 
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Bloners  to  be  given  to  others,  with  provisions 
for  the  support  of  the  whole  nation  for  one 
year,  would  not  be  less  than  (SO  for  eaoh  indi- 
viduaJ.  These  items  would  tunount  to  tI,9T0,- 
000.  The  sum  offered  for  the  Cfaootaw  lands 
was  one  million,  in  addition  to  the  pay  pro- 
posed to  be  given  for  all  their  improvements, 
which  must  be  ver7  considerable,  as  manv  of 
tliem  are  stated  to  have  good  houses  and  v^na- 
ble  fnrms.  If  these  are  added,  and  the  sums  to 
te  paid  for  the  land  of  the  Chickaaaws,  and  to 
purchase  another  territory  for  them,  are  taken 
into  the  account,  he  presnmcd  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  £nd  tliat  he  had  not  been 
mistaken  in  the  statement  lie  hod  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr,  FoaaTrH) 
had  said  that  the  resolution  is  unasual  and  extro' 
ordinary  in  its  character ;  that  the  inqniry  shonld 
be  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  not  to 
the  President,  as  it  would  otherwise  be  giving 
too  mnch  importance  to  these  negotiations; 
and  as  no  person  could  suppose  any  injury 
wonld  result  to  the  public  by  the  pnblication  of 
the  instmctions  given  to  the  Commissioners. 
In  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Geor^a,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  might  refer  to 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  XLaile,)  who  nidged,  that  the  public  inter- 
est might  be  injured  by  the  publication  of  the 
instructions.  It  was  to  prevent  any  objections 
of  this  kind,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  pentlo- 
mcn  who  supposed  there  might  he  an  impro- 
priety in  making  the  call  without  this  reserva- 
tion, tliat  ho  had  given  tliis  direction  to  the 
resolution.  It  has  been  alle^,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  these  Indians  are  entirely  illiterate,  and  that 
scarcely  one  of  them  con  write.  He  knew  one 
of  the  individuals  whose  names  appear  in  these 
documents,  who  was  a  man  of  intelllgenoe,  and 
lio  was  pleased  to  find  that,  in  tliese  communica- 
tions and  arguments,  the  Indians  bod  elevated 
tliemselves  for  above  the  reasoning  of  our  Com- 
mi5i>ionera.  lie  was  glad,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the 
practice  of  conducting  our  negotiations  by  writ- 
ten notes,  of  which  tee  gentleman' from  Geor- 
fia  appears  to  complain,  has  been  introduced, 
t  enables  ns  to  Judge  more  correctly  of  the 
character  of  the  negotiations;  and  to  know 
better  the  course  pursued  in  conducting  them. 
In  Uiis  instance,  the  Commissioners  complain 
that  the  Indians  had  determined  not  to  allow  a 
voluntary  expression  of  opinion,  or  n  fair  de- 
cision to  be  made  in  regara  to  their  propoaals. 
The  Indians  in  answer  say,  "  a  resolution,  it  is 
true,  was  entered  into,  that,  if  any  man  shonld 
so  far  forget  his  duty  as  to  accept  money  as  a 
bribe  to  sell  his  country,  he  should  suffer  a  se- 
vere penalty.  But  tiiis  measure,  whether  ne- 
cessary or  not,  was  not  unjustifiable.  The  cir- 
cumslanoes  of  the  times,  perhaps,  called  for  it," 
These  individuals,  however  illiterate,  have 
proved  to  us  that  they  oonid  not  be  bribed  by 
any  inducement  to  sell  their  country.  They 
are  entitled  to  our  respect.  He  wished  the  res- 
olutions, for  the  reasons  be  bad  stoted,  might  be 
permitted  to  pose. 


[At  this  point,  the  ftirther  discnsnon  of  tbe 
resolution  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker— tbe 
hour  ^tpropriated  to  reeolntions  having  ex- 
pired.] 

Tnxsi>A.Y,  January  80. 
CKtebuato  and  CAoetaa  Indiaru. 

The  House  again  resumed  tbe  con^derilira 
of  the  resolution  Heretofore  moved  bj  llr. 
Woods,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  McT.gAH,  of  Ohio,  said  be  had  no  di^ 
Bition  to  prolong  the  discDssion  on  the  residti- 
tdon  introduced  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  TFoons,) 
which  had  already  taken  a  very  wide  and  uni- 
versal range.  He  was  satisfied  for  himself  and 
ho  thought  the  Bouse  would  concur  with  him 
in  opinion,  that  the  information  called  for  bj 
the  resolution,  could  be  of  no  service  whsterer 
when  obt^ed,  either  to  his  colleague,  to  tbia 
House,  or  to  the  nation.  If  this  treaty  with 
the  Indians  had  been  successful  and  we  wen 
about  to  be  called  upon  to  legislate  upon  tbe 
snlfject,  then,  indeed,  there  might  be  some  m- 
Bon  for  the  adoption  of  the  retention ;  bnt  tlw 
efforts  of  those  Commissioners  have  been  isef 
fectnal,  and  he  could  not  conceive  any  possiUs 
benefit  that  conid  resnlt  from  the  infonnadM 
desired  by  the  resolntion.  His  colleague  had, 
on  the  day  on  which  he  introdnced  his  propo- 
sition, by  some  remarks,  seemed  to  cast  censars 
upon  those  distinguished  individuals  who  scled 
as  agents  or  Commissioners  of  the  Goverameat; 
but,  in  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  be  had  cicnl- 
pated  the  Commissioners  at  the  expense  of  tba 
Executive.  Sir,  my  colleague  must  know  thst, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  the  insmio- 
\  given  on  this  occasion  by  the  Eiecutiv^ 
I  gencrol,  as  they  are  in  all  snch  csfo- 
The  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  holds 
treaty  for  n  certain  specified  purpose,  and  vest- 
ed with  a  discretionary  power  ns  to  the  inanna' 
of  conducting  that  treaty.  Mr.  McL.  e*id  lis 
had  examined  the  documents  referred  to  by  hii 
colleague,  in  which  it  had  been  asserted,  threali 
were  contained,  which  had  been  made  by  IhoM 
Commissioners  towanls  the  Indians,  in  orier 
to  coerce  them  into  measares,  but  he  could  not 
discover  any  language  used,  other  than  h»d 
been  customary  on  all  such  occasiiKis,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Government.  He  ssid  b« 
should  not  have  rose  to  say  a  word  on  this  eub- 

Jicct,  hod  it  not  been  for  some  remarks  whid 
lad  on  yesterday  fdl  from  his  colleogne  (Mr. 
Woods)  in  relation  to  a  recent  expenditarc  rf 
some  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  by  on  In- 
dian agent,  in  his  own  immediate  neigh  borboo^ 
to  aid  some  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio  to  emigr«tt 
to  the  west  of  the  Misrfssippi,  which  his  oA- 
league  had  said,  if  authorized  by  the  Execulivf, 
he  trusted  would  not  be  nonctioned  bj  tba 
House.  He  advised  his  colleague  to  csamlM 
into  the  doonments  in  relation  to  this  sulgee^ 
before  he  censures  an  Agent  of  the  Go  vemtMo'i 
or  the  course  of  conduct  of  one  who  stan^  •• 
high,  and  deservedly  so,  in  pnWio  estjmatita. 
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as  does  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  aUndes.  He 
nid  it  would  be  found,  that,  by  a  Boleoin  treaty 
held  some  time  since  with  the  Shawnee  nation 
of  Indians  residing  in  Missonri,  that  the  Qot- 
emtnent  had  stipulated  to  procnre  for  them  a 
tract  of  country  west  of  tie  Wassissippi,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  certaiu  lands  by  them  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  United  States 
ahould  furnUh  them  with  the  meana  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  remove  to  their  new  terri- 
tory. In  that  treaty,  a  special  reference  is  had 
to  that  part  of  tbo  same  nation  of  Indians  then 
residing  in  Ohio,  who  might  be  disposed  to  em- 
up-ate  to  the  same  territory  with,  or  to  their 
Mends.  This  treaty  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  S^iate,  and  this  Iloase  had  approved  it 
also,  by  making  ^propriations  to  carry  it  into 
effect  He  denied  that  the  Executive,  or  an^ 
of  the  Agents  of  the  GoTemment,  hod,  in  this 
matter,  transcended  their  anthority. 

Hr.  Eailb  said  that,  sinoe  offering  the  re- 
marks which  he  had  formerly  made  in  <niposi- 
tion  to  the  resolution,  he  had  been  induced, 
npon  reflectioD,  to  permit  the  resolution  to 
pass ;  not  because  he  believed  that  the  infor- 
mation when  obtdned,  would  be  of  any  nee, 
but  to  satisfy  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
the  resolution,  and  to  prevent  any  opportunity 
for  casting  imputations  upon  the  Oominission- 
ers.  The  gentlenuiu,  thongh  often  called  npon, 
had  not  yet  informed  the  House  what  use  he 
iotendod  to  make  of  the  iofonnation,  when  it 
should  be  obtwned.  Did  he  wish  it  for  the 
pnrpDse  of  indirectljr  throwing  blame  upon  the 
Executive?  Was  it  to  make  the  President 
particep*  eriminu  in  the  threats  which  he  pre- 
tended these  Gommisaionera  had  uttered?  Or 
was  it  for  the  purpose  of  implicating  the  con- 
duct and  ciiaracter  of  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves?    He  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  the 

gentleman  meant  indirectly  to  censure  those 
ighly  distiugnished  men,  for  their  patriotin 
act  in  endeavoring  to  effect  this  treaty.  These 
gentlemen  had  been  the  organs  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  negotiation,  and  were,  necessarilj', 
clothed  with  discretionary  power  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  beneficial  object  they  had  in 
view.  The  gentieman  had  said,  that,  in  fulfill- 
ing their  tnuit,  they  had  employed  langnage  of 
an  improper  kind,  and  hod  urged  a  policy  which 
was  not  sanctioned  by  this  nation  or  ita  Gov- 
ernment. Bnt,  the  policy  which  these  gentlemen 
bad  endeavored  to  promote,  was  no  other  than 
that  which  had  been  recommended  successively 
by  Mr.  Uonroe,  Mr.  Calhonn,  and  Mr.  Barbonr, 
He  could  see  no  object  in  introducing  the  reso- 
lution, unless  it  were  intended  to  embarrass  a 
hill  now  ponding,  for  the  gradual  removal  of 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Wliat  was 
it  the  gentleman  wished  ?  Or  why  did  he  seek 
to  defeat  that  bill  ?  Was  it  possible  he  could 
desire  that  the  Indian  tribes  should  remain  for 
on  indefiaite  period  within  the  chartered  limits 
of  any  of  the  States,  and  should  be  mtintajned 
there  at  the  eipense  of  the  States  ?  Could  the 
gentleman  wislk  to  throw  obstades  ia  the  way 


of  their  removal,  when  their  continuance  where 
they  were  must  only  tend  to  their  injury  ami 
deetnictiont 

Mr.  Cooes  sud  he  had  risen  to  move  that 
this  resolution  be  laid  npon  the  table,  never  to 
be  taken  up  again. 

Being  informed  by  the  Chair  that  a  gentle- 
man fii^m  Pennsylvania  had  the  floor  liefore 
he  rose,  Mr.  0.  took  his  seat :  whereupon, 

Mr.  MufKB  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  bnt  anticipat«a  his  own  inten- 
tion; and  he  now  moved  that  the  resolution  ho 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi^on, 
and  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Woods  was  laid  on 
the  table  aooordingly. 

VoNDAT,  February  5. 
The  UniUd  Statt$  and  Oeorgia. 

A  message,  in  writine,  was  received  irom  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
bis  private  Secretary.  (See  Senate  debate  of 
this  day  for  a  copy  of  the  Message.) 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  the  reference  of  thia 
communication  to  a  Oonmiittee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  tiie  Union.  He  sud  that 
he  rejoiced  that,  at  length,  the  strange  drcnm- 
stances  of  thia  case  had  been  presented  to  the 
Honse  in  snob  a  form  as  to  compel  the  render- 
ing of  a  solemn  decision  between  the  Executive 
and  the  State  of  Geoi^ia,  and  that  it  was  called 
for,  at  this  time — not  by  them,  for  they  had 
been  demanding  it  for  years  past — but  that  now 
the  call  came  from  the  Executive.  He  could 
not,  however,  as  a  Representative  of  Georgia, 
consent  to  sit,  and  quietiy  hear  the  chafes 
bronght  forward  in  ttus  oommunication  against 
the  authorities  of  that  State.  They  had  done 
nothing  which  violated  the  constitution  of  their 
country.  He  would  say  tlua  in  the  face  of  the 
Executive. 

(Here  some  member  called  Mr.  Eobstth  to 
order,  bnt  the  Speaker  decided  that  he  was  not 
out  of  order.] 

Hr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  also  re- 
joiced to  perceive,  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  in 
the  execution  oS  whet  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty,  had  not,  this  time,  made  his  i4)peal  to 
military  force.  He  denied,  however,  the  ex- 
istence of  any  constitutional  authority  to  em- 
ploy such  force,  either  in  the  preeent  ease,  or 
m  any  other  which  had  occurred  within  that 
State;  and  he  rejoiced  to  see  that  the  Execu- 
tive had  now  thought  proper  to  resort  to  the 
civil  authority.  Mr.  F.  here  denied  that  the 
Governor  of  Geor^a  was  guilty  of  transcending 
the  authority  vested  in  him  by  law.  He  acted  un- 
der the  sovereignty  of  his  Stale,  and  had  exer- 
cised only  that  discretionary  power  which  was 
vested  in  him  by  her  laws.  He  had  acted  un- 
der rights  exercised  in  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  which  had  never  beoi  resisted,  except  in 
the  case  of  Georgia  alone, 

Mr.  F.  said  that  it  would  be  easy  to  dilate  on 
this  subject ;  but  he  perceived  that  there  exist- 
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ed  in  repect  to  it  Bonie  wn^Hlitjr  in  the  Honse, 
mnd  he  would  forbear. 

Mr.  PowBLL,  of  Virginia,  inquired  whether 
the  Kentleman  from  Georgia  anticipated  anj 
legiaiation  in  reference  to  the  eommnnioation 
Just  received?  And  whether  it  wonid  not  be 
more  expedient  to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  Honae,  rather  than  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ? 

Mr.  FOBBTTH  replied,  that  since  the  inqniry 
had  Iieen  so  direcUj  put,  he  wonld  frankly  re- 
ply, that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  legislation : 
and  he  ineisted  that  no  l^slation  in  the  case 
conld  be  necessary  or  proper.  }Ie  considered 
the  ExecntiTe  as  asking  the  opinion  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  certain  rights  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  If  the  opinion  of  the  Honse  should 
be  in  j&rmanoe  of  those  rights,  no  other  act, 
than  a  declaration  of  snch  opinion,  need  ensne. 
Very  false  impressions  were  entertained  on  this 
matter.  It  was  only  for  the  United  States  to 
will,  and  her  will  wonld  be  instantly  obeyed. 
There  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  if  the 
General  Government  did  not  interfere,  and, 
nnder  the  semblance  of  protection,  stimnluto 
the.  Indians  to  a  resistance  of  the  authority  of 
the  State.  All  the  difGcnIties  which  had  exist- 
ed trom  the  beginning  of  this  business,  had 
been  created  by  this  interference.  Those  nn- 
fortnnate  beings  wonld  long  since  liare  done 
their  duty  to  the  country,  and  to  themselves, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  base  interference  of 
infamous  white  men,  who  exercised  an  inflnenoe 
over  them.  Was  ft  not  sufScient  to  refer  to 
the  scene  which  had  taken  place  at  this  very 
spot  during  the  last  Winter — to  the  base  and 
infomons  conduct  of  those  who  canie  with  the 
Indiana,  under  the  pretence  of  protecting  them ! 
There  could  be  no  need  of  any  farther  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  If  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians hod  been  violated,  existing  laws  provided 
on  ample  remedy,  and  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  were  open  to  them. 

JCr,  Wkbstxb  said,  on  riang,  that  he  was  not 
much  concerned  what  course  this  communica- 
tion shonld  take,  or  whether  it  shonld  be  re- 
ferred to  one  committee  or  another;  but  he  was 
not  contented  that  it  should  be  supposed, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  that  there  existed  an 
entire  unanimi^  of  opinion  with  tlie  gentleman 
from  Georgia  on  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
from  Geor^  must  know  that  there  were  two 
Mdes  to  this  question  between  Georgia  and  the 
United  States;  and  ho  would  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  that  there  existed  two  opin- 
ions also,  not  only  on  that  question,  but  on  the 
conduct  which  that  gentJemon  had  designated 
as  "  base  and  infamous." 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  strong  language,  but 
it  was  not  argument.  The  gentleman  had  told 
the  Hoase  that  nothing  had  prevented  every 
thing  going  right  in  Georgia  but  the  interference 
of  the  (leneral  Government.  The  gentleman 
denounced  such  interference,  saying  in  effect, 
"  hands  off  for  the  present :  leave  the  Indians 
to  the  remedy  of  Oa  courts."    But,  lb.  W. 
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sud,  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if  thm 
were  rights  of  the  Indians  which  the  United 
Btates  were  bonnd  to  protect,  that  there  wen 
those  in  the  House  and  in  the  country  vho 
would  take  their  part.  If  we  have  boaod 
ourselves  by  any  traaty  to  do  certain  thia;^ 
we  roust  fulfil  inch  obligations.  High  worili 
will  not  terriiy  us — loud  declamation  will  not 
deter  us  trma  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  For 
myself,  suid  ilr.  W.,  the  right  of  the  parties  is 
this  question  shall  be  fully  and  fiurly  examined, 
and  none  of  them  with  more  calmness  than  lb« 
rights  of  Georgia,  In  my  own  course  in  tiui 
matter.  I  shall  not  be  dictated  to  by  any  8ut«, 
or  the  Representative  of  any  State  on  thisSotf. 
I  shall  not  bo  frightened  from  my  pufpose,  nw 
will  I  suffer  harsh  language  to  produce  any  rs- 
action  on  ray  mind.  I  will  examine  with  grnt 
and  equal  care  all  the  rights  of  both  partial 
Occasion  had  been  token  on  the  mere  qiNctioi 
of  reference  of  this  communication,  he  wouli 
not  soy  for  argument,  but  for  the  ossumptioa 
of  a  position,  as  a  matter  perfectly  plain  nd 
Indisputable,  that  the  Government  had  been  sS 
in  the  wrong  In  this  qnestion,  and  Georgia  iH 
in  the  right.  For  his  own  part,  Ur.  W.  m 
ha  did  not  care  whether  the  coromnnlcatitn 
did  or  did  not  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whds 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  nor  how  aoon  it  »m* 
there,  and  was  there  taken  up  for  discDssian. 
Wlien  he  went  into  that  committee  he  ehoold 
go  there,  not  in  t,  spirit  of  controversy,  nor  yet 
in  a  spirit  of  subtuission,  but  in  a  spirit  (^in- 
quiry, calmly  and  deliberately  to  examine  tlie 
circnrastanccs  of  the  cose,  and  to  invesiigsW 
the  rights  of  all  parties  concerned.  But  be  bid 
mode  tliese  few  remarks,  to  give  the  gentlann 
from  Georgia  to  understand  that  it  was  not  ij 
bold  denunciation,  or  by  bold  assumption,  tl>*l 
the  members  of  this  Hoase  ore  to  be  infloeiuKd 
in  the  decision  of  high  public  concerns. 

Ur.  FonsTTH  said,  that  he  had  not,  to  Iiii 
knowledge,  denounced  the  House,  or  any  g*B- 
tleman  in  it ;  nor  had  he  attempted  to  diet*)) 
to  the  HoQse,  or  to  any  member  of  it.  It  '*^ 
however,  perfectly  natural,  that  a  Beprtsenl*- 
tive  from  Geoi^io,  the  Government  of  whidi 
was  here  armiffned,  should  hare,  and  hir- 
ing, should  indidge,  some  feeling  on  the  s»t>' 
jeei.  The  honorable  member  from  M«s»ehti- 
setts  indeed  m^ht  very  well  be  calm  and  M- 
moved;  he  did  not  reside  near  the  scene  of  K- 
tinn ;  the  people  of  his  State  were  far  remoM 
and  had  no  reason  to  dread  the  bayonet  «1 
their  throats.  It  was  quite  natural  that  Iii> 
gentleman  should  be  calm  and  dispasHonst^ 
and  prepared  to  take  a  cool  and  composed  rle» 
of  the  srfbject;  but  the  EepresenUIivei  froB 
Georgia  did  not  feel  so.  We  feel  very  difiir- 
ently,  said  Mr.  F.,  and  when  I  feel,  I  will  b* 
attempt  to  conceal  my  feeling.  Our  rights  hire 
been  violated  and  their  violation  haslwaiuii* 
known  to  this  House ;  and  our  appeal  h«  M* 
been  regarded.  All  we  aak  is,  that  the  c*" 
should  have  a  fair  investjgation ;  and  it  is  ev« 
posfflble— possible,  but  not  probablfr— th**  "• 
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^entlemaii  from  Mossochiuetts,  after  each  sn 
investigation,  mizht  feel  with  us.  Tbe  gentle- 
nun  from  Msssachusetts  sajb  he  will  iliTeBtigat« 
tbe  Bnbject ;  which  implies  that  he  bos  not  ^et 
done  so ;  bat  he,  (Ur.  F.)  bad  examiiied  it  tiior- 
onghlj.  He  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
onssionof  it  in  Oommitteeof  the  Whole;  to  do 
BO  dUpasrionatet^,  if  it  were  necessarf,  (for 
tbejr  too  oonld  sa^re«  their  feelings  wjien  cir- 
enmstances  required ;)  hnt  if  not,  they^  shootd 
and  woald,  exwesa  their  feelings,  notwithstand- 
ing it  might  draw  down  upon  them  the  ver; 
diBpaaaioiute  cansnre  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ua^sachnsetta. 

Mr  Hails  expressed  a  hope  that  the  eommn- 
nieation  wonid  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
When  a  mbjeot  of  this  kind  was  tooched,  it 
vibrated  on  other  chords  than  tho»e  of  the  par- 
ties immediBtely  concerned.  Several  of  the 
States  had  already  eiercised  their  rights  over 
the  Indians  within  their  chartered  limits,  and 
Hiasisuppi  intended  shorllj  to  foUow'the  exam- 
ple, tna  he  could  assare  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  that,  if  the  bayonets  of  the  General 
OoTemmeat  ehonld  on  this  aeconnt  be  turned 
against  any  of  the  States,  it  would  speedily  find 
ita  friends  rallying  round  it.  All  the  States, 
aitnated  as  Georgia  was,  claimed  the  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  extent  of  their  chartered  limits. 
They  bad  forborne  as  long  as  they  could,  and 
tbe  future  destinies  of  the  Indians,  their  future 
location  and  civilization,  or  their  fina!  extinc- 
tion, most  soon  ha  dedded  on.  Three  great 
anestions  were  involved :  Ist,  the  powers  of 
le  Greneral  Oovernment  within  the  limits  of  a 
State;  Sd,  the  power  of  the  States  to  legislate 
within  their  own  chartered  limits ;  and  3d!y, 
the  power  of  the  States  over  the  Indian  tribes. 
His  State  might,  ere  this  time,  have  extended 
ita  legistation  over  tbe  Indians  within  ltd  terri- 
tory. If  it  had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  House 
ooght  at  once  to  say  so.  He  hoped  there  would 
Iw  no  occasion  to  resort  to  military  force. 
Georgia  certainly  had  a  right  to  assert  what  she 
believed  to  be  her  rights,  and  to  speak  her  sen- 
timents on  this  floor.  He  hoped  the  whole 
matter  would  be  heard  and  settled :  for,  sltould 
Congress  adjourn  without  settling  it,  conse- 
quences were  likely  to  ensue,  of  great  interest 
to  many  of  the  States. 

Ur.  Wbbstek  rose  ^o  make  one  remark  in 
i^ly  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  That 
gentleman,  he  said,  had  reason  to  know  that  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  disposed  to  use  all  proper  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  to  extinguish  Indian 
titles  to  lands  within  the  States.  But  he  must 
t^l  the  genUeman  from  Mississippi,  that  the 
States  wonid  act  on  their  own  responsibility, 
and  at  their  own  peril,  if  they  undertake  to  ex- 
tend their  legislation  to  lands  where  the  Indian 
title  has  not  been  extinguished.  If  any  such 
measure  was  contemplated  in  the  State  which 
the  gentleman  represented,  Mr.  W.  hoped  that 
^enuemen  would  lose  no  time  in  warning  his 
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tribes,  of  parental  guardianship  over  these  rem* 
uanta  of  mighty  nations  now  no  more,  was  a 
very  delicate  relation.  Its  general  character 
was  that  of  protection,  and,  while  every  facility 
was  given  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  tide, 
let  not  that  oircumstuice  be  so  far  presumed 
on,  that  the  States  should  attempt  to  exercise 
authority  within  the  Indian  limits.  Any  such 
coarse  would  be  attempted  at  their  own  re- 
sponsibility. Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  saying  that 
he  was  ready  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  tltie  in  the  States,  and 
particularly  in  tbe  States  east  of  the  Mississip- 
pi. But  this  disposition,  common  to  all  parts 
of  tlie  country,  should  not  be  so  far  presumed 
upon  as  that  any  State  should  undertake,  of  ita 
own  mere  motion,  to  exercise  an  anthority  over 
the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  gnaranteed 
by  treaties,  &c, 
Mr.  Babtlrtt  said  that  be  hod  not  risen  for 


Georgia,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  refer 
the  communication  to  one  of  the  Committees  <rf 
the  House.  Before  any  thing  like  a  correct  de- 
cision could  be  had,  many  facta  must  be  inquired 
into ;  and  it  would  facilitate  the  debate  and  the 
decision,  if  these  facts  should  previously  bo  a»- 
certained  and  reported  to  the  House  by  one  of 
its  committees.  Should  the  subject  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  this  was  done, 
much  room  would  be  left  for  declamation,  and 
muohtimoprobably  wasted,  which  might  other- 
wise be  saved.  He'should  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  would  bo  a  very  proper 
reference. 

Mr.  Wbiout  said,  that,  with  the  very  imper- 
fect understanding  which  the  Honse  now  pos- 
sessed of  the  paper  to  be  referred,  they  were 
not  in  circnmstanoes  to  decide  whether  the  case 
was  such  as  required  legislation  or  not.  Even 
the  present  discusrionhe  considered  premature; 
and  with  a  view  that  every  member  might  ob- 
tain a  right  understanding  of  what  the  commu- 
nication was,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
and  to  print  it. 

This  motion  prevailed ;  and  it  was  laid  upcm 
tbe  table,  aocoraingly. 

TcxsDAT,  February  6. 
Polar  Expedition. 

Mr.  WoBTHiHOTo:!,  from  a  Select  Committee, 
appointed  on  ceriiun  memorials  in  behalf  of  an 
expedition  of  discovery  in  the  Polar  regions, 
asked  to  be  discharged  trvm  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  that  subject,  and  of  the  several 
memorials  thereon,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Storrb  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
opposed  the  motion.  The  memorials,  if  they 
went  to  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
seemed  rather  to  belong  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  hot  they  did  not  appertun  strictly 
to  any  one  of  the  standing  committees.  The 
subject  (^propriately  belonged  to  a  special  com- 
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mittee— such  as  had  been  raised  for  the  pnr- 

Ur.  EvBBKTT  laid,  that  he  waa  not  ftiUy  ap- 
prised of  Uie  nature  of  the  memorial — fur  the 
Select  Committee  had,  at  the  instance  of  the 
gentleman  from  Marjland,  (Mr.  Wobthtnoton,) 
beea  raised  on  the  first  memorial  alone — but, 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  snbjeet,  he  waa 
induced  to  hope  tbat  Ihe  Select  Committee 
would  be  diHcharced  from  its  consideration ; 
and  that  it  wonld  be  referred  to  no  other  com- 
mittee of  this  House,  He  did  not  undertake 
to  decide  on  the  epeonlation  of  which  he  un- 
derstood some  part  of  the  memorial  to  consist. 
At  the  proper  time,  and  onder  proper  oirenm- 
Btances,  be  was  disposed  to  favor  anj  nnder- 
taking  the  object  of  which  was  to  advance  the 
cause  of  soience.  He  thought  very  highlj  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made  bj  other 
nations,  to  explore  the  nnknown  regions  of  the 
earth  ;  bat,  on  the  sabjeot  of  these  memorials, 
he  did  not  think  the  pablio  mind  had  reached 
such  a  point  as  would  lead  them  to  approve 
of  an  andertaking  based  on  a  theorj  of  the 
kind  referred  to..  He  was  far  from  wishing, 
or  intending,  to  cast  any  thing  like  ridicule  on 
the  theory ;  he  did  not  profees  to  be  snffleient- 
ly  acquainted  with  the  principles  on  which  the 
Newtonian  theory  waa  founaed,  to  pronounce 
between  them.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  nation  wonld  approve  of  the  time  of 
this  House  being  occupied  with  a  oonsideration 
of  the  subject.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  divide 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Miuyland, 
ao  that  the  select  committee  might  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  memorials  laid  npon  the 
table. 

Ifr.  BccBAX'Air  said  he  had  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  any  opinion  with  respect 
to  tne  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  speculations  in 
these  memoriata.  But  the  peonliar  situation  in 
which  he  stood  toward  some  of  the  memorial- 
ists, rendered  it  proper  for  him  to  say  a  word 
on  the  subject.  Some  of  the  memonaU  were 
presented  by  men  of  aa  great  respectability  in 
the  community,  of  as  cool  heads,  and  as  far 
removed  from  any  thing  like  enthusiasm,  or 
credulity,  as  any  that  could  be  found.  They 
recommended  not  an  expedition  to  Symmes's 
hole,  (if  there  waa  such  a  place,)  but  an  expedi- 
tion of  discovery  in  the  nigh  latitudes  of  both 
hemispheres.'    That  was  the  subject  of  the 

Srayer  of  these  petitioners — a  sal^ect  entirely 
istinct  from  the  pecuiiarities  of  any  hypothe- 
sis. He  hoped  it  wonld  be  referr^  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  ASurs — aa,  should  any 
expedition  be  determined  on,  that  would  be 
the  appropriate  committee  through  which  the 
report  ought  to  come.  The  Legislature  of 
Maryland  was  among  the  petitioners  on  this 
snbject.  They  had  unanimonsly  recommended 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress — other 
petitions  came  from  various  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Ho  thonght  it  was  due  to  the  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  these  memorialtsts,  that 
proper  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  appli- 
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cation.  For  himself  he  professed  to  have 
formed  no  opinion  on  the  sabjeot  of  ^rmmes's 
theory.  There  might  be  a  hole  at  Qie  poles 
for  aught  he  knew ;  bat  however  that  might 
be,  the  expedition  recommended  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  it. 

Mi.  Webmb  said  hehadin  his  hand  a  petUion 
from  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Chancellor  of 
Maryland,  on  tliis  subject,  which  he  wished  to 
present  [He  was  reminded  by  the  Chair  that 
this  was  not  the  time  for  the  pnsentatioa  of 
petitions.] 

The  question  being  then  taken,  on  the  mo- 
lion  of  Mr,  WosTHiNGTOK,  it  waa  dedded  in 
the  negative, 

8*TtrBDAT,  Febmary  10. 
Jefferion  Lottery  BiU. 

Ur.  ALXKAinjBit,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Cooi- 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Colombia,  to  whidi 
had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
authorize  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Vadi- 
ington  to  introduce  into  the  lotteries  they  are 
authorized  to  establifih  certain  land  prize^ 
(being  the  lands  of  the  late  President  Jefier- 
Bon,)  reported  the  same  withont  amendment. 

On  repoiling  this  bill,  Ur.  A.  obserred, 
that  the  Legislature  of  Virvinia  had  nscsed  aa 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Jefier- 
son,  granting  a  lottery  for  the  di^osal  of  bis 
real  estate.  An  agent  in  Woshingtrai  had  been 
employed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  lotterj 
thus  granted ;  but  owing  to  the  small  numb«r 
of  the  prizes,  this  scheme  was  found  impracti- 
cable. Application  waa  made  to  Congress  to 
fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Legislature  of  Virgima, 
by  connecting  the  Jefferson  lottery  with  soot 
scheme  which  had  for  its  ot^ect  the  benefit  ot 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  the  present  Ml 
was  intended  to  eflbct  that  ol^ect.  What  Ur. 
Jefferson  might  have  thought  or  d<»e  in  rela- 
tion to  such  a  proposal,  had  he  lived,  it  vrai 
not  for  him  to  a^ ;  but  in  making  this  ^^dica- 
tion,  the  executor  of  that  illnstriona  nan  had 
done  no  more  than  was  his  duty,  under  the 
wilL  He  hod  acted  under  the  influence  (rf 
feeling  and  of  duty,  and  the  application  was 
recommended  by  every  principle  of  filial  grati- 
tude, and  by  all  those  sentiments  of  the  hnntan 
heart,  which,  if  he  would,  hecoald  notchan^ 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  Uondaj— 
oyes  104,  nays  26. 

IhitUi  on  Wool  and  Woolleru. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  wooDai 
manufactures  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

[Au  earnest  debate  took  place  in  which  Htsn. 
Gambreleng,  Lawrence,  Buchanan,  Wurts,  Stevut, 
Cook,  and  Ingham  Joined,  when  GoaU;] 

The  question  recurred — "  Shall  this  biU  pa»f* 
and  waa  dedded  by  jeaa  end  aaja,  aa  Kt- 
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T11&— H Man.  AdMnt  of  Kew  Tork,  Allen  of 
Uu*.,  ADgel,  Ballcj,  Bulger,  Baldwin,  Butlett, 
Birtkj,  Buber  of  Coon.,  Bune;,  Beecber,  Brairn, 
Bnri^h,  Burees,  CunpbeU,  Cassedj,  Clarke,  Coa- 
diet,  CrownmEmeld,  Dacia,  Deiu,  Di^ht,  Eutntui, 
Sd*irda  of  Fenosjlvuila,  Everett,  Fmdiay  of  Fk,, 
nidU;  of  Ohio,  Forward,  Foadick,  Qtnuej,  Gani- 
UD,  Hillock,  Bwria,  HsrreT,  Haabrouck,  Healef, 
Hearr,  Hobart,  Halcombe,  Huganin,  Bomphrer, 
IscenoU,  JoIidboii  of  Ytrginia,  Johnson  or  Een- 
tackj,  EellOKg,  Kidder,  Kreba,  Lathrop,  Iiawnnce, 
UlUe,  Locke,  Uallaiy,  Uarkell,  Hartley,  Uartlndale, 
Marfiii  of  New  Toi^  Ifattocka,  UeEean,  UcLeaa  of 
(XuD,  HcHanos,  Heecb,  Herwin  of  Cooneetieiit,  Met- 
calie.  Killer  of  New  York,  Uiner,  Jas.  S.  Hilchetl, 
John  Mitehell,  Oir,  Fearee,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Porter, 
Seed,  Rose,  Rosa,  Sands,  Scott,  SbuinoD,  Sill,  Stoane, 
Bpriguo,  Steoart,  Storra,  Strong,  Bwan,  Test,  Tom- 
HMon,  Tocker  of  New  Jersey,  Van  Horn,  Vance, 
Tunnm,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  WUpple, 
WUte,  Wbittemora,  Whlttleaey,  James  Wilson,  WB- 
•on  of  OUo,  Wolf,  Wood  of  Haw  York,  Woods  of 
Olilo,  Wright— 106. 

NiTs.~^eatra.  Addams  of  PcnnsylTanIa,  Alexan- 
der of  Tirginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Amutrong, 
Isbley,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Barrinf^r,  Basaett, 
BajDes,  Blair,  Boon,  Brent,  Bryan,  BoobaiuD,  Buck- 
ler, Oimbreleng,  Ctison,  CarUr,  Carj,  Claiborne, 
Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Cruoip,  Dareoport,  Drayton, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Flo  jd,  Forsyth,  Gurnelt, 
Gist,  GoTan,  Onrly,  Hailc,  HamJlton,  Haynea,  Her- 
rlak,  Hiae*,  HoDWti,  Holmes,  Houston,  Ingham, 
IssdM.  Jennlnn,  Johnson  of  New  York,  Eerr,  Eit- 
tcr*,  Eremer,  Cecompte,  Letcher,  Litinnton,  Long, 
Einble,  McCoy,  UcDuffle,  UcHatton,  HcEee,  Hc- 
Un«  of  Delaware,  Ucyeill,  Hercer,  Merriwether, 
UtcheU  of  Harfland,  Kitchell  of  South  Carolina, 
Utchell  of  Tennessee,  Uoore  of  Eentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Kcwton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Peter,  Folk, 
lUplcy,  Rires,  Saunden,  Sawrer,  Smith,  StoTenson 
of  Fl,  Slerenson  of  Va.,  Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va., 
^lompeon  of  Geo.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Treirant, 
TMker  of  S.  C,  Veiplanck,  Weems,  WiekliHe,  Wil- 
Gani,  Wilson  of  Soatb  Carolina,   Wurtz,   Young 

— aa. 
So  th«  bin  was  passed,  and  Bent  to  the  Senate 


IfoSD&T,  Febmary  13. 
Eatery  in  the  DUtriet  of  Columbia, 

Ur.  Bakxxt  presented  a  memorial  of  snndry 
ciS/en»  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  providins 
that  allobildron  hereafter  bom  oi  parents  held 
to  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colombia, 
■hall  be  free  at  a  certtun  age,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed. 

Mr.  lloDnma  said,  it  was  immaterial  to  htm 
what  dispoation  was  mode  of  this  memorial ; 
but  he  should  vote  against  the  printing  of  the 
memorial,  and  he  shoud  do  so  on  this  principle  r 
We  act  as  RenreeentatircB  of  the  people  of  the 
IMstrict  of  Colombia.  They  ore  deprived  of  all 
the  privileges  which,  as  freemen,  they  oripnally 
possessed.  They  are  under  as  perfect  a  des- 
potism as  ever  existed  in  the  provinces  of 
Borne,  tuder  the  proton,  whidi  all  know  to 


have  been  so  despotic.  The^  are  not  repre- 
sented :  they  have  no  voiee  m  the  election  of 
those  who  i^islat«  for  them.  I  tmst,  there- 
fore, that  every  member  of  this  House,  feeling 
the  magnitude  of  the  trast  devolved  upon 
him,  without  the  responubility  of  elections, 
will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  stand  as  a  sacred 
sentind  over  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
District ;  and  I  tmst,  At,  whenever  we  tegidate 
for  them,  that  we  shall  not  permit  the  people 
of  other  States  to  come  here  with  impertinent 
suggestions  of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  any 

fiartionl&r  case.  Suppose  the  people  of  Ua^- 
and  were  to  go  to  the  Legislature  of  Yir^nia, 
and  undertake  to  instmct  them  what  they 
should  do  in  relation  to  a  partionlar  class  of 
popolatitm:  would  it  not  be  ontrageons  and 
insnltingt  Is  it  not  equally  so  for  them  to 
come  here,  and  call  upon  the  National  Legisla- 
tore  to  sacrifice  any  right  which  the  people  of 
Virginia  deem  important  to  their  peaoe  or  in- 
terest )  If  the  people  of  the  District  of  Cotnm- 
bia  wish  to  abolisb  slavery,  and -will  present  a 
petition  to  this  House  to  that  effect,  no  man  in 
this  House  will  be  more  ready  than  I  will  to 
grant  to  the  people  any  measure  which  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  froe  themselves  from 
this  deplorable  evil.  But,  bo  long  as  they 
deem  it  an  important  privilege,  I  never  can 
consent  to  print  and  spread  abroad  a  memorial 
ftom  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Man'lond, 
asking  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Dis- 
trict— to  violate  the  very  first  principles  of 
political  legislation  and  of  liberty,  by  depriving 
the  people  of  their  property,  by  means  which 
they  have  no  agency  in  creating  or  promoting. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table. 

The  Cliur  prononnoed  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order, 

Mr.  PowBu.  opposed  the  printing  of  the 
docmnent  The  session  was  &st  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  it  conld  not  be  expected  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  presented  the  peti- 
tion, or  by  any  one  else,  that  any  legislation 
was  to  grow  out  of  it  The  only  effect  which 
would  result  from  printing  the  petition,  would 
be  to  disseminate  a  partial  and  intemperate 
view  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  a  measure  very 
likely  to  do  harm,  uid  from  which  no  possiblo 
good  could  arise. 

Mr.  BiBsBr  observed,  that  he  had  presented 
the  memorial  in  performance  of  a  duty  to  its 
nnmeroos  and  respectable  signera,  having  pre- 
viously ascertained  that  it  was  concheu  in 
decorous  and  respectful  langoage,  such  as  be- 
came them  to  use,  and  this  House  to  hear.  The 
petitioners,  eonscientioaely  bclievmg  that  tho 
period  had  arrived  when  measures  ought  to 
be  adoplod  to  promote  gradual  emancipation, 
exercised  an  undoubted  right  to  present  their 
views  for  the  consideration  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  it  was  entirely  pertinent 
fur  them  to  do  so,  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstwtding,    Mr,  S.  felt  iiimMif  constrained 
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to  Btftte  that,  altboagh  the  existence  of  negro 
slaver?  was  deplored  ae  an  evil  by  all  dssaesof 
coagtitaents,  yet  a  very  Ifti^  tn^oritj  of  them 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  this  question  as 
premature,  impolitic,  and  isjndioloue,  and  not 
calculated  to  prodnce  any  beneficial  results  to 
tlie  present  generation.  Every  member  of  this 
House  can  Mar  witness  that,  so  far  from  Tolun- 
tarily  iatrodnoing  subjects  <^culated  to  create 
sicitement,  he  had  never  permitted  himself  to 
mingle  in  an;'  debate,  affecting,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  ov  colored  population,  either  black  or 
red.  He  had  act«d  from  a  conviction  that  the 
sensibilities  of  a  portion  of  the  Union  were 
feelingly  alive  on  all  such  questions.  As  illns- 
trative  of  this  determination,  It  was  nn  his 
motion  that  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  printing  being  requested  bj  the  memorial- 
ist, he  had  movea  it  accordin^lj,  and  be  was 
perfectly  content  to  acqniesco  m  the  decision 
of  the  House,  be  it  their  ple^ure  to  suatidn  or 
r^ect  tbe  proposition. 

Mr.  DoB8KT-said  that,  whatever  disposition 
he  might  feel  to  gratify  a  minority  of  the  con- 
stituents of  his  c^ieagne,  he  oould  not  consent 
that  the  psf>er  they  hod  just  presented  ehonld 
be  promulgated  by  means  of  on  order  of  this 
House  for  the  printing  of  it.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Jlr.  McDottii)  was 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  that  the  whole  object 
of  tliis  memorial  was  confined  to  the  District 
of  Oolnmbio.  It  breathed  the  spirit  of  general 
emancipation;  and  though  its  request  began 
with  tiiia  District,  its  ulterior  purpose  went 
much  further.  The  House  had  received  peti- 
tions on  the  some  anbject,  and  in  much  the 
same  tone,  trota  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States, 
bnt  no  snch  importance  hod  been  attached  to 
them,  as  induced  the  House  to  order  their 
being  printed.  Why  was  tbe  present  memorial 
to  be  distinguished  by  such  an  order  respecting 
it !  If  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  Minted, 
all  the  others  should  be  printed  too.  But,  he 
could  see  no  good  consequence  likely  to  arise, 
and  he  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  printing,  it  was 
negatived  by  a  large  minority ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Gtorgia  anJ  th«  Onth  Indiana, 
The    following   resolution,  moved   by  Mr, 
FoHSTTH,   on   the   8th   instant,   was  read  the 
second  time : 

"  Retalnd  hy  tke  Stnalt  and  Himn  of  Reprt*atl- 
otivtMoftkt  UnUtdStata  ^America  i*  Uongrrn 

aucmUNJ;  Thit  tbo  sum  of dolUra.lobe  paid 

«ilt  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otberwiBe  ap- 
propTutcd,  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Prerideiit 
of  ihe  United  Stales,  distributed  among  the  Creek 
Indiana,  as  a  fall  indemnity  for  their  cklm  to  hunt 
upon,  or  in  any  other  manner  use,  the  strip  of  land 
lying  between  tbe  Chatahooehle  River  and  the  di- 
viding line  between  the  States  of  Geoigia  and  Ala- 
bama, which  aald  land  is  to  be  anbject  to  the  midis- 
turbod  occupation  of  the  clttaeoa  of  OeorgEa,  under 
the  lawa  ol  that  State." 
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This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  on  the  9th,  on  the  Ites- 
sage  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  is  ' 
relation  to  the  events  growing  out  of  the  con- 
flicting claims  of  Georgia  and  tbe  Creek  Indiana, 
to  certain  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  thil 
SUte. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  anthorin  (be 


to  establish,  prizes,  to  be  composed  of  the  lita 
President  JefferscHi's  lands,"  was  read  the  Uuri 
time,  and  passed. 

TiTEBDAT,  Febmary  13. 

Th«   Viet  Praident'*  Appeal 

'Mr.  'WnoRT,  from  the  Committee  of  Intjniir 

to  the  official  conduct  of  the  present  Vi» 

President,  when  Secretary  of  War,  made  the 

following  report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  waa  refined  Ibe 

eommunicalion  of  the  Tick  Pbesidivt,  of  tin 

SSth  December  last,  respectfully  report : 

That,  immediately  aRer  ttiev  assembled,  tbry  b- 

fomiGd  the  Vice  Preiddent  of  tbeir  bemg  otguund, 

and  of  their  leadtneos  to  receive  auj  commnniciiia] 

vhieh  he  might  see  St  to  make.     On  the  iecei[4  <t 

his  reply,  daled  the  Sd  of  January,  and  which  u- 

companies  this  report,  Ur.  UcDnffie,  u  the  Siiai 

and  repreecntaliye  of  (he  Vice  PreddeDl,  vu  it 

milled  before  the  committee,  and  attended  thnwgk- 

out  the  eiamloatioa  which  followed. 

The  fint  object  of  Inquiry,  in  procee^i^  (o  t«a- 
nesB,  was,  to  ascertain  whether  any  chaiget  *Gai>^ 
Ihe  Vice  Fro^dent  had  been  placed  among  Ihe  pol)- 
lie  records  of  tbe  War  Department.  And  after  la 
examination  on  this  point,  tbe  committee  beciae 
saiiaficd  that  no  such  cbargea  vere,  or  had  ben, 
among  tbe  records  or  peperB  of  that  DeparlucA 
But,  aa  the  letter  from  Elnah  Hii,  addreisej  <■ 
Major  Salerlee  Clark,  under  the  name  of  "Hsncoci.' 
liBd  been  publiabcd  in  the  Aleiandria  Pbienii  H" 
rette,  of  the  28th  Dee  ember,  which  publicans  tU 
Vice  President  had  particulariy  referred  ID,  in  ^ 
note  to  the  committep,  they  felt  bound  to  ciimiM 
fully  and  freely  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  l«»- 
ter«  contained  in  that  letter. 

From  tbe  nature  of  tbe  duties  imposed  ■ip*'J 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  especially  when  codimcIN 
with  the  distinct  wish,  as  expressed  by  the  Vke 
President,  In  Ihe  present  Instnnce,  for  the  "ftw* 
invesllgadon,"  It  has  been  Imposribte  for  tbe  con- 
mittee  to  give  to  their  proceedings  tlie  connectke 
and  couclwnese  Incident  to  Iriala,  when  Ihe  t""- 
mooy  is  ascertained  and  arranged  l>efore  '*  ''  ^ 
tented.  They  have,  bowever,  diligently  M^P^ 
themselves  to  the  subject  referred  to  them,  i» 
after  a  long  and  laborious  exaroinsticn,  IImJ  "* 
unanimously  of  tbe  opinion,  that  there  are  no  bca 
which  will  Buthoriia  the  belief,  or  even  eii«[iri<* 
that  the  Vice  Prerident  was  ever  inlercslrt  * 
that  ho  participated,  directly  or  indirettlr,  '■  "• 
profits  of  any  contract  formed  with  the  GoTemnn' 
through  tbe  Departmenl  of  War,  while  he  «"  "" 
trusted  with  the  discharge  of  its  dalles,  or  «  mJ 
other  time.  ^ 

They  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  ofUf- 
Barbour,  the  present  Secretary  of  War,  in  npd  ^ 
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tfae  letter  of  Elijab  ITiz,  is  not,  In  the  iligliteat  dfr- 
gree,  deserving  of  censure.  The  uctuadon  oon- 
ttined  in  the  letter  vas  regarded  hj  him  ui  «  bue 
cdamnj  upon  ^e  Vice  Pi^dent,  penned  bj  *  mui 
vhollj  onworthf  of  notice ;  and  the  cooimiltee  have 
mo  reaaon  to  believe  thM  the  supposed  truth  of  Chat 
accusation  was  at  anr  time  the  buaa  of  anj  act  of 
the  War  Department  The  poUicalloa  of  tlie  let- 
ter appears  to  have  been  produced  as  fallows : 

In  the  tnoDih  of  December  tut,  Bowes  Oolda- 
boTough  and  Hijsli  Hii  were  compeUtora  for  a  con- 
tract with  the  War  Departmeat;  Goldgborough, 
soon  after  his  arrival  in  Washington,  obCaioed  from 
Hajor  S.  Clark  a  cop;  of  the  letter,  with  a  view  to 
we  the  same  against  Uii,  should  he  find  it  neces- 
■arv.  From  this  copy  a  transcript  wu  obtained  by 
WUliam  F.  Thornton,  the  junior  editor  of  the  FhcB- 
nii  Gazette,  on  the  S7th  Decemlwr,  which  he  pub' 
iMlied  the  next  morning  in  that  paper,  accompanied 
bj  his  edilorial  remarks.  Id  this  publication  Ur. 
Barbour  had  no  agency,  either  direct  or  indirect. 
When  he  heard  tliat  tlie  letter  hod  been  made  pub- 
lic, he  reqnested  Col.  R.  H.  Johnson,  of  the  Senate, 
to  eaU  upon  the  Tice  Preaideat  aa  a  matual  friend, 
wkI  inform  blm  of  the  manner  in  which  the  letter 
had  come  to  his  (Ur.  Barbour's)  hands,  and  that  the 
same  had  been  subsequently  transmitted  through 
the  poet  oSce  la  an  envelope  to  H^jor  Clurk,  to 
whom  it  belonged.  This  information  was  given  bj 
Col.  Johnson  to  the  Vice  Prendent,  in  the  morning 
of  the  S9(h  of  December,  juit  before  he  traasDiitted 
hia  communication  to  the  House. 

The  letter  to  "Bnocock,"  as  published,  and  to 
which  the  Tice  President  had  referred,  contained, 
among  other  things,  the  following  assertion :  "  Aad 
I  have  written  letters  of  Vandeventer's,  which 
It  pontivelj  mention  that  he  (meaning  Ur.  Cal- 
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the  contract/'  As  such  letters,  if  they  existed, 
might  lead  to  farther  evidence,  and  be  important  to 
aid  the  committee  io  their  inquiries,  they  thought 
proper,  ia  the  early  etage  of  their  proceedings,  to 
isane  a  subpcena  both  for  Mi  and  Tandeventer, 
with  a  clause  therein  contained,  commanding  them 
to  produce  any  papers  in  their  possession,  tending 
to  prove  the  accusation  which  Uix  bad  mode  in  bis 
letter  to  Uancock.  In  obedience  to  this  summons, 
the  witnesses  appeared,  and  Uiz  having  been  first 
called  upon  to  testify,  produced,  during  hU  eiami- 
nadoD,  the  letters  fVom  Major  Tandeventer,  dated 
August  7th,  IBIS,  6eplember  10th,  IGIS,  July  Slh, 
1820,  Uarch  £41h,  1821,  and  the  tetter  from  Col.  W. 
E.  Armistead, dated Harch 24,  I62I.  Onhiisecond 
eiaminatjon,  he  produced  the  letters  from  Uajor 
Vandeventer,  dated  Angust  Sd,  I81S,  September 
l»th,  IBIS,  and  October  Htb,  1B20.  When  it  was 
perceived  that  in  one  of  the  letters  of  Major  Van- 
deventer, to  wit:  the  one  dated  the  7tli  of  August, 
leie,  and  to  which  they  here  porlicutarly  refer, 
allnrion  was  mode  to  a  partner  in  the  contract, 
whose  name  was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  they  felt 
it  to  be  ^eir  duty  to  discover,  if  they  could,  who 
this  secret  partner  was,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  push  the 
inquiry  so  far  aa  to  leave  no  room  for  suspicion  that 
the  Vice  Freddent  was  the  person  alluded  to.  This 
blanch  of  the  subject  hs«  been  the  prindpa!  cause 
of  their  consuming  so  much  time  in  the  Investiga- 
tion i  they  found  that  they  were  here  led  into  a 
wider  field  than  could  have  been  at  first  anUdpated, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  a  full  view 
of  the  whole  ground,  to  so  thorooghl;  into  the  ori- 
Voi.  1X^3? 


gin  and  history  of  what  Is  commonly  called  the  Hlx 
contract.  The  letters  of  Major  Vandeventer  above 
referred  to,  appear  to  relate  prindpally  to  the  pri- 
vate and  confidential  transacUons  between  him  and 
E.  Mix,  in  regard  to  the  contract;  and  there  U  no 
reason  to  beheve  or  presume  that  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent was  ever  made  acquainted  with  their  contents. 
Tbe  tetter  from  Col.  Armiatead,  written  while  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Engineer  Department,  alcbongti 
it  wears  the  appearance  of  an  official  paper,  and 
was  improperiy  intended,  as  the  committee  believe, 
to  bring  tile  weight  ef  official  inBuence  to  bear  upon 
the  private  transactions  between  Vandeventer  and 
Uli,  was  not  writtenwith  the  sanction  or  Icnowledg* 
ct  the  Vice  President,  and  uo  copy  of  it  was  ever 
entered  in  the  letter-book  of  the  Dep«rtment. 

The  committee  will  here  remark,  that  they  ploca 
noreliance  whatever  on  the  testimony  of  Elijah  Ulz. 
From  the  self-conlrodictionj,  apparent  oo  the  face 
of  his  testimony,  and  which  it  is  unnecessary  here 
to  recapitulate,  aside  from  the  infamy  attached  to  his 
character,  the  committee  were  satisfiied  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  believed  on  his  oath.  The  letters,  however, 
Just  referred  to,  and  produocd  by  him  during  his 
eiomination,  do  not  rest  for  their  anthentldty  on 
his  testimony.  Those  from  Ui^or  Vandeventer,  ex- 
cepting auoh  parts  as  hod  been  de&ced  or  obUter- 
aled,  were  acknowledged  by  M^or  Vandeventer 
himself  to  be  genuine;  and  he  was  requested  in 
every  instance,  to  state,  with  the  letters  before  him, 
wbal  names  or  words  had  accu[aed  the  obliterated 
places,  when  the  letters  were  writteu.  The  tetter 
from  Colonel  Armistead  was  also  acknowledged  by 
that  officer  to  be  genuine.  But  the  three  papers 
purporting  to  be  copies  or  the  substance  of  a  letter 
fi-om  .Vajor  Vandeventer  to  Ur.  Calhoun,  rest  for 
their  authi'nticity  on  the  unsupported  testimony  of 
E.  Mix,  and  nre  regarded  by  the  committee  as  hav- 
ing been  fabricated  by  htm.  They  are  also  of 
opinion  that  the  words  or  names  detaced  from  tha 
letters  of  Uxjor  Vandeventer  were  so  defined  by 
£.  Mix :  and  the  committee  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain  with  cerltdnty,  either  from  Vandeventer, 
the  admitted  author  of  the  letters,  or  from  any  other 
Bouroe,  what  the  words  or  names  were,  which  have 
been  thus  obUteratcd, 

The  oSer  for  the  contract  appears  to  have  been 
made  by  E.  Uii  on  the  SSd  of  July,  1818,  and  pro- 
poses to  deliver  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  "from  one 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone, 
at  three  dollars  per  perch."  The  contract  as  flir- 
nished  from  the  War  Department,  bsars  date  26th 
of  July,  I81S.  It  stipulates  for  the  delivery  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perehes  of  stone,  M 
three  dollars  per  perch — is  dtswn  up  in  the  band- 
writing  of  Major  Vandeventer,  and  by  him  alone 
witnessed,  and  is  signed  by  General  Joseph  G. 
Switl,  the  then  Chief  Engineer,  and  by  Ehjab  Mix. 
Although  Mix  here  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
contraiMor,  yet,  from  the  evideaoe,  there  ia  reason 
to  believe,  that,  at  the  time  the  contract  wis  made, 
or  soon  after,  and  before  the  execution  of  any  valid 
bond  for  the  performance  thereof,  it  was  divided 
into  shares,  and  that  one-fourth  belonged  to  M^jor 
Vandeventer,  one-fonrth  to  Elijah  Uil,  one-fourth 
to  B.  C.  Jennings,  and  the  remaining  fourth  to  a 
person  whoso  name  was  not  to  have  been  mentioned. 
The  title  of  Vandeventer  to  his  fourtl),  at  the  time 
above  referred  to,  appears  to  have  rested  on  a  ver- 
bal and  confidential  agreement  between  him  and 
Uii,  and  so  remained  till  the  a4tb  of  April,  1819, 
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when  he  received  >  vritten  bill  of  sale  of 
of  the  i*ho1e  contract.  Howes  Gold^borough  k  Co. 
■ubsequentl;  became  the  Owners  of  one-fourth,  b; 
[mrchua  from  Samuel  Cooper,  who  had  previous); 
pnrohnied  from  Major  v  anda Tenter ;  aod  thej 
(Goldaborough  k  Co.)  were  recopiiied  at  Ibe  War 
Department,  b;  the  cooaent  of  £.  Uii,  expressed  In 
a  letter  eent  bj  h!m  to  the  Secretar;  of  War,  and 
dated  the  lath  of  April,  1821. 

The  firit  bond,  received  at  the  InKineer  Depart- 
ment, on  the  contract,  is  dated  Gtb  orAuguit,  181B, 
and  describea  iba  contract  as  having  been  made  b; 
Bijah  UIx  and  Oeoi^^  Cooper,  for  the  delivery  of 
one  hundred  thousand  perches  of  atone,  being  fiftf 
thouaand  leM  than  Ilii  was  entitled  to  deliver. 
Thia  bond  ii  ngned  by  G.  Miv  and  George  Cooper, 


proved  by  K.  Biker,  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Kt 
York,  as  appears  by  his  certiScate  following  imme- 
diately after  the  aignatures,  and  dated  the  same  al 
Uie  bond.  It  will  be  perceived,  at  once,  tbat  there 
la  an  obvioua  and  fatoi  variance  between  thia  bond 
and  the  contracL  Inaa  official  lettor  written  from 
the  Engineer  Department,  on  the  llth  day  of  Au- 

Eat,  IBIB,  to  Lieutenant  George  Blaney,  and  copied 
to  the  lettet^book  of  that  Department,  the  con- 
tract is  described  aa  for  one  hundred  thousand 
S robes  of  stone.  Tho  language  of  the  letter  ii  as 
llowa:  "You  will  Inform  tbe  Agent  that  a  con- 
tract bag  been  made  with  Captain  E.  Uix,  to  de- 
liver, aa  ioon  as  practicable,  at  the  Bip  Baps,  one 
hundred  thousand  perch  of  atone." 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  written  to  James  Haurice, 
also  coined  into  the  aams  letter-hook,  and  dated  the 
Slst  day  of  August,  18 IS,  tbe  contract  is  described 
as  tieing  for  two  hundred  thousand  perches.  The 
language  of  this  letter  is  u  follows :  "  Vr.  E.  Mix 
will  toon  commence  to  deliver  stone  at  the  Kip 
Baps,  under  contract  with  tbis  Department  for  two 
hundred  thousand  perch." 

Some  time  after  the  delivery  at  the  Engineer 
Department  of  tbe  first  bond,  but  at  what  precise 
time  does  not  appear,  a  new  bond  was  given  for 
the  delivery   of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tboosand 

Erches,  descHbing  tbe  contract  as  made  by  E. 
I.  Thissecond  bond  is  signed  by  E.  Uiias  con- 
tractor, and  Samuel  Cooper  and  James  Oakley,  as 
■nreties— audit  is  antedated  to  6th  of  Aueust,  1818 
— but  no  certificate  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  sureties,  was  attached  to  this  ioslrument.    The 
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aecond  bond  was  received  at  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment; though  the  impreaaionor  General  Swift  is, 
that  it  was  received  before  bo  left  the  office,  which 
was  on  tbe  Ilth  of  November,  1S18.  Usjor  Van- 
deventer  also  expresses  hia  belief,  that  it  was  de- 
livered during  the  Fall  of  ISIS.  How  far  his  tes- 
timony conflicts,  if  at  all,  with  hia  letter  to  Mix, 
dated  ITtb  October,  1820,  in  which  be  urges  npon 
tbe  latter  to  attend  to  "  the  bond,"  the  committee 
will  not  undertake  to  determine. 

The  attention  of  General  Swift  was  particularly 
directed,  before  tbe  committee,  to  the  discrepancies 
in  the  bonds,  and  also  to  tbe  two  letters  from  the 
Engineer  Department,  in  wbich  the  contract  is  al- 
luded to.  The  eipUnatlon  which  ho  givea  will  be 
found  in  hia  testimony,  to  which  tb«  committee 
refer. 

During  an  investigation  relative  to  tbis  contract, 
t>y  a  Committesiof  the  Souse  of  BepreBeatativeB,  in 
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18S2,  a  copy  of  the  bond  was  requested  by  that 
committee.  In  answer  to  which  the  ^gineer  De- 
partment furnished  a  copy  of  the  second  bond, 
which  had  been  substituted  for  the  one  £tet  given, 
but,  as  there  was  no  certificate  of  the  Recor&r  of 
New  Tork,  approving  the  sureties  on  the  second 
bond,  a  copy  of  the  certificate  annexed  to  the  as- 
celled  bond  was  made,  end  attached  to  the  copy  of 
the  bond  fumislied.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  £^gi- 
ueer  Department,  who  attested  these  copies,  bus  ex- 
plained the  cause  of  bis  certifying  to  Ibis  Inaccu- 
racy ;  and  to  bis  testimony,  In  tbat  particular,  tfaa 
cooimittee  bere  refer. 

Tbe  question  still  remuns,  who  wu  the  secr«t 
partner  T  But  tbe  committee  being  entirely  SKtia- 
fied  that  the  secret  partner  waa  not  the  Vice  Prem- 
dent,  which  was  the  main  question  to  lie  decided, 
will  leave  the  confiicting  testimony  on  the  other 
point  with  tbe  Hooee,  without  attempting  to  dacida 
upon  Its  relative  weight. 

On  the  S7th  January,  182T,  tbe  committee  closed 
tion  of  witnesses  on  their  part,  except 
two  who  had  been  summoned  but  had 


tbe  committee  had  so  dosed  their  eiaminaUon,  and 
he  was  also  informed  by  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  its  presence,  that  the  comnuttee  vere  nnani- 
mousiy  of  opinion  that  the  Vice  Freddent  waa 
innocent  of  the  charge  of  having  participated  in  sx)j 
manner  in  any  contract  mode  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, while  be  was  Becretary  of  War.  The  same 
day,  at  the  instance  of  Ur.  UcDuMe,  subpceiias 
were  Issued  for  witnesses  to  appear  and  teatify  (to 
behalf  of  the  Vice  President.  On  tbe  29tb  of  Jan- 
uary, the  committee  received  from  the  friend  and 
representative  of  the  Vice  President  a  paper  pi^- 
testing  against  the  prevloiu  proceedings  of  tbe 
committee.  Considering  this  pap^  as  prepared 
and  presentedundertfaeEanctionof  thebigh  officer, 
in  whose  behalf  It  prolests,  the  committee  have 
deemed  It  their  duty  to  transmit  it  to  the  House, 
but  they  forbear  all  comment  on  its  contents. 

The  committee  submit  herewith  all  the  testimonj 
they  have  recdved  during  the  examination. 

The  report  waa  read  by  the  clerk. 

On  raotion  of   Mr,   Wbiqht,  it  was  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Pap«r  aeeampanyiHg  the  report  of  the  Committe*  on 

t/u  appHtalion  oftfit  Vieii  Fretidad, 
To  the  Hon.  Jobh  Flotd  : 

Sis  :  The  ComnUtlce  of  Investigation,  over  wbleh 
you  preside,  having  announced  to  me,  as  the  friend 
and  representative  of  Ur.  Calhoun,  that  they  have 
closed  the  eiaminadoa  of  all  the  witnesses  they 
deem  it  necessary  or  proper  to  summon  before 
them,  I  should  be  equally  insensible  to  the  claims 
of  private  friendship,  and  tbe  obligations  of  public 
duty,  were  I  not  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
the  extraordinary  course,  and  not  lesaexlraorditiuy 
conclusion,  of  a  proceeding,  singularly  destitute  of 
almost  every  attribute  of  a  legal  investigation. 
Even  If  It  should  be  conGldcred  that  this  committee 
was  Instituted,  not  for  tho  exclosive  purpose  of  fit- 
ting In  judgment  on  the  specific  charge  submitted 
to  their  examination,  but  for  the  additional  purpose 
of  eicrciiiiig,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  functions  of 
an  inquisitorial  commission,  I  cannot  conceive  that 
there  would  bo  any  thing  tu  the  character  of  Such 
a  commisuoD,  that  irould  authorise  it  to  depart 
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from  the  fuDdamentBl  priuciplea  of  judicial  inreitl- 
ntian,  uid  Ibe  eatabljahed  mtea  of  judici&l  evi- 
dence ;  and  after  wandering  at  large,  through  the 
perplexing  mazes  of  Eiupicioo  and  conjecture, 
glided  onl;  by  the  b«itildcring  Ugbu  of  incompe- 
tent and  iaadinl^ible  tellimon;,  to  aelect  the  pre- 
use  point  where  Buapicion  ends  and  legal  evidence 
begins,  as  the  cancluaion  of  their  inquiries.  But, 
conBdentlj  believing  that  It  wu  the  inleatiaa  of 
the  Home  that  this  committee  should  assume  the 
aolemn  character  of  a  judicial  tribnnal,  and  that  the 
fecta  and  opioions  which  thej  ma^  report  to  the 
House  vriU  be  conaequeDtl;  regarded  bj  the  public 
u  tuiTing  the  stamp  of  jadicLJ  authoritj,  I  feci  im- 
pelled, bj  a  prorouud  senBO  of  the  dutj  which  I 
owe  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  the  countr;,  and  even  to 
the  committee  themselveB,  to  atute,  briefly  and  dis- 
tiucllj,  my  objecCions  to  the  courae  punned,  be- 
fore it  shiJI  be  too  late  to  correct  or  to  palliate  ila 
Inj  ustice.  And,  in  the  very  outset  of  ray  remarks, 
I  cannot  llut  advert  to  the  fact,  as  strikingly  Illus- 
trative of  the  anomalous  cbsracter  of  this  proceed- 
ing, that,  with  the  exception  of  the  solitary  ques- 
tion as  to  the  ^t  of  Ur.  Calhoun's  parlicipalian, 
which  every  wltnesa  has  promptly  and  unequivo- 
cally answered  in  the  negative,  there  is  not  one 
tittle  of  all  the  encumbering  mass  of  documentBry 
and  oral  testimony  which  has  occuj^ed  the  inces- 
sant labors  of  the  committee  for  more  than  twenty 
days,  that  lias  the  slightest  pretension  to  the  char- 
acter of  legal  evidence,  whether  we  regard  it  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  accusation,  or  to  any  other 
accnsatioQ  agunet  the  private  integrity  or  official 
purity  of  U r.  Calhoun.  Id  order  (o  demonstraic 
this  proposition,  I  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  rc- 
cxtnaideratioD  of  tfae  committee,  a  descriptire  and 
analytical  review  of  the  recorded  testimony. 

It  will  be  rccollectGd  that  the  Erst  three  Or  four 
days  of  this  inquiry  were  devoted  to  the  eiamina- 
tion  of  vitnemea,  professedly  produced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eiculpating  the  present  Secretary  of  War 
from  the  Imputation  of  having  any  agency,  either  in 
bringing  forward  tbe  charge  of  peculation  against 
Ur.  Calhoun,  or  in  the  infamous  pubhcation  of  the 
equally  Inlimous  letter  of  the  yet  more  intkmous 
instrument  of  this  dark  and  nefarious  conspiracy. 
It  is  not  mj  purpose  to  complain  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  tfae  committee,  in  this  respect,  although  it 
might  aecm  to  indicate  a  more  aniious  desire  to 
eiooerate  one  against  whom  no  imputation  bad 
beeu  made,  than  to  administer  speedy  justice  Co  the 
second  officer  of  the  Government,  when 


bla  infamy.  But,  as  the  committee  hare  thought 
proper  to  make  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Barbour,  in  this 
transaction,  a  distinct  subject  of  inquiry,  I  feel  eon- 
Btmined  to  remark,  that  although  1  readily  exone- 
rate him  from  any  inteotionai  pordcipation  in  this 
most  Imddiaiis  attempt  at  moral  and  political  Bsaii£- 
sination ;  yet  it  is  a  circumstance  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  in  the  editorial  commentaries  by 
which  the  publication  of  the  letter  of  Elijah  Uii,  in 
the  Phcenii  Gazette,  was  accotapanicd,  the  name, 
and  office,  aod  ofGcial  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  were  so  artfully  associated  with  the  char^ 
against  Ur.  Calhoun,  as  to  give  it  additional  so- 
lemnity and  importance;  and  that  Jio  measures 
were  taken  to  have  this  injurious  association  dis- 
claimed through  the  same  channel.  It  is  a  fact, 
equally  t«  be  regretted,  that  the  Secretary  ahould 


hare  retained  in  hig  possession,  officially,  for  three 
days,  tbe  letter  containing  the  charge  against  Ur. 
Calboun,  without  giving  him  the  slightest  intima- 
tion of  it  And  even  the  verbal  declaration  made 
by  the  Seoretary  to  Col.  Johnson,  that  he  beliercd 
the  cbarge  against  Mr.  Calhoun  to  be  an  atrocious 
caliiuny,  was  not  made  until  a  day  had  elapsed 
after  the  publication  in  the  Phcenii  Gazette,  and 
was  only  communicated  to  Mr.  Calhoun  after  he 
had  prepared  and  sealed  bis  letter  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  placed  it  In  the  hands  of  x 
fViend.  And  I  mnst  also  state,  as  a  fact  worthy  of 
notice,  that  neither  in  the  PhmnU  Gazette  which 
assumed  a  semi-ofBcial  attitude  in  stating  Uie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
tetter  of  Mil,  nor  in  the  notice  taken  of  the  publi- 
cation in  that  Gasette  by  the  Ifational  IntelligencsF 
the  next  day,  was  the  fact  staled,  that  the  BoOTetary 
regarded  the  charge  against  Mr.  Calhoun  as  an 
atrocious  calumny. 

But  to  resume  the  analyas  of  the  tesdmony,  with 
a  view  to  its  immediate  bearing  upon  my  opening 
proposition.  AtXer  submitting  the  obrious  remark, 
that  all  tlie  evidence  produced  to  exculpate  Xr. 
Barbour  was  not  only  irrelative,  but  immaterial  to 
the  pending  issue,  1  will  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  that  part  of  the  testimony  vhich  is  intended,  »a 
I  prewme,  to  bear,  directly  or  indirectly,  apon  the 
official  uhuructerand  integrity  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  Th« 
great  mass  of  the  evidence  that  has  so  long  engaged 
tbe  attention  of  tbe  committee  oonaets  of  tbe  yA- 
Tate  letters  of  Uiyor  Vandeventer  to  EIHah  Ilii, 
with  the  ciplanaiions  to  which  they  have  given  rise- 
It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  enter  la  k 
course  of  argument,  before  a  committee,  of  which 
dx,  out  of  seven,  ai'C  lawyers  by  profession,  to  show 
that  these  letters  ought  to  have  been  promptly  re- 
jected, as  incompetent  and  Improper  testimony. 
Eveti  if  it  be  granted  that  Mr.  Calhoun  is  now  on 
his  trial  for  every  act  of  his  life,  official  or  private, 
and  not  merely  upon  the  Specific  charge  referred  to 
tbe  committee,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  according 
to  those  great  principles  □f'^  eTldence,  which  have 
been  devised  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrated  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  the  letters  or  declarations 
of  another  person  cannot  be  given  in  evidenca 
against  him.  Xor  is  this  one  of  those  technical 
principles,  which  sometimes  mar  tbe  symmelnr  of 
the  law,  and  have  no  foundation  in  reasoiL  Iniera 
are  no  principles  of  our  law  more  deeply  founded  in 
wisdom,  than  those  which  regulate  the  admission  of 
evidence.  And  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark, that,  next  to  such  an  organization  of  the 
Government  as  wilt  secure  the  effeoUve  reaponai- 
biiity  of  political  agents,  civil  liltertj  derives  its 
principal  security  from  the  establishment  and  sacred 
observance  of  Sied  rules  of  judicial  proceeding  and 
of  jndicial  evidence.  The  opinion  entertained  by 
the  enlightened  sense  of  modem  times,  of  the  in- 
separable connection  between  the  rules  of  crlmi- 
ual  evidence,  and  civil  liberty,  may  be  cleariy  in- 
ferred from  the  opposite  judgments  which  posterity 


scribed  on  the  imperishable  rolls  of  fame,  as  a  pa- 
triot and  martyr,  that  of  JefFriea  has,  by  universal 
consent,  been  consigned  to  everlssting  uifamy  as  a 
jndicial  monster.  And  yet,  the  catastrophe  of  the 
victim  has  sxcited  the  sympathy,  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  judge  the  abhorrence,  of  mankind ;  princi- 
pally because  tbe  sacriSce  was  effected  by  rlolating 
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Aoae  rules  of  evideiice,  in  wbiob  cTery  member  of 
the  coDimiiiiiij  bad  a  cornmuD  interest,  u  tbe  oalj  ' 
means  of  eecuriog  bis  life  uiil  cbuucter  ngunat  Ibe 
combined  macbinadoni  of  proatituta  Informera  and  I 
profligate  rulers.  To  unsettle  and  subvert  tbeae 
rulea,  therefore,  under  whatever  plausible  pretext 
it  ma;  be  attempted,  is  to  destroy  tbe  oolj  substan- 
tial  securit;  for  ever;  tbiag  sacred  Id  life,  and, 
CDDSequenilj,  to  inflict  a  Titai  stab  upon  the  publio 
Ubertj.  Kor  U  there  snj  thing  in  tbe  character 
drcumstancca  of  the  present  iliTestigation,  th 
■bould  absolre  tbe  committee  from  the  obserranco 
of  these  rules.  On  the  contrarj,  ell  history  will 
justify  the  remark,  that  there  are  no  oceaaions  in 
which  their  rigid  observanee  is  so  highly  Important, 
as  when  legialatire  bodies  or  political  commissions 
exercise  judicial  powers  for  the  trial  of  political 
ofiences.  On  such  occarious,  the  strongest  of  bu- 
mao  pasaions  almost  unaTOidablj  usurp  tbe  seat  of 
judgment ;  and,  unless  restiaiued  by  pre-established 
forms  of  proceeding,  and  pre-estabUabed  rules  of 
«Tidence,  the  most  capricious  freaks  of  des- 
polism  and  Tengcance  are  perpetrated,  in  the  M- 
cred  names  of  law  and  juitice.  Without  referring, 
for  illustration,  to  the  lawless  proceedings  of  those 
inquisitorial  tribunals  which  are  at  once  the  re- 
proach and  the  terror  of  despotic  GoremmentB,  Or 
to  the  shocking  outrages  committed  by  tbe  Rsto- 
lutionary  tribunals  of  i'rance,  it  would  be  sufficient 
lo  advert  to  the  disgraceful  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament  of  England,  ia  cases  of  attaioder,  not 
only  lo  suataio  the  general  principles  here  present- 
ed, bnt  to  communicate  the  most  vivid  impression 
of  their  truth  and  importance.  If  these  general 
views  evince  to  tba  committee  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  the  established  rules  of  evidence — and  if 
I  have  shown  that  one  of  the  most  important  of 
those  rules  excludes  the  letters  or  declarations  of  a 
third  person  under  any  circumstanced — how  incom- 
parably stronger  does  the  objection  to  their  admis- 
uon  become,  when  we  sdrert  to  the  singular  and 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  tbe  let- 
ters of  Hajor  Vandeventer  have  been  produced  to 
the  committee.  In  tbe  first  place,  tbey  are  obvi- 
onaly  tbe  detached  parts  of  a  garbled  correspond- 
ence- In  the  second  place,  they  are  mutilated  and 
defaced,  so  as  to  render  their  meaning  uninleltigi- 
ble  as  to  every  purpose  connected  with  the  investi- 
gation. But  what  is  of  infinitely  more  importance, 
this  correspondence  was  obviously  garbled,  and  the 
letters  mutilated  and  defaced,  by  one  of  tbe  most 
artful  and  consummate  villains  that  over  figured  in 
tbe  aimals  of  human  depravity,  Jbr  the  onquestion- 
abte  purpose  of  exciting  doubts  and  suspicions,  by 
means  of  the  mutilations  and  erasures,  which  could 
not  have  been  produced  by  tbe  letters  in  Ibeir  orig- 
inal and  entire  state.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to 
conceive  a  combination  of  ciroumstances  more 
strikingly  demonstrative  of  the  wisdom  of  those 
rales  of  evidence  from  wMch  tbe  committee  have 
tbooght  proper  to  depart,  thftn  that  which  exists  in 
the  present  instanee.  For  it  is  obvioos  to  remark, 
tbal  this  is  a  political  commission,  '     ' 

political  men ;  and,  disguise  it  as  we  mi 
permitted  to  add,  wiSiout  inteni^g 
any  thing  in  the  slightest  degree  disrespectful  to  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  that  they  are  otdng  In 
judgment  on  a  political  opponent,  charged  with  a 
polidcal  offence.  And  when  it  is  moreover  consid- 
ered, that  these  garbled  and  mutilated  letters  have 
been  prodooed  by  tbe  vilest  of  all  that  tribe  of  in- 


formers who  bave  been  the  disgrace  and  the  terrar 
of  those  countries  in  wlucb  they  have  been  counte- 
nanced by  the  wickedness  and  profligacy  of  mien, 
a  self-condemned  and  self-immolaled  wretch,  who, 
in  the  very  presence  of  tbe  committee,  has  hteraD; 
covered  himself  with  "all  the  multiplying  villanicl 
of  nature,"  I  cannot  but  believe  that  tbe  committee 
will  themselves  shrink  back  with  abhorrence  from 
those  mochina^ons  and  devices  which  they  have 
unwiltingty  received  in  tbe  place  of  evidence,  and 
upon  which  tbe  characters  of  incompetency  and  in- 
famy are  so  clearly  and  indelibly  impresed.  Thn« 
is  one  other  species  of  testimony  sought  by  the 
questions,  and  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  com- 
mittee, equally  excluded  by  the  principles  upmi 
which  I  have  insisted.  Hearsay  evidence  is  inad- 
miasible,  not  only  by  the  coda  to  which  we  baie 
been  accustomed,  but  by  every  system  ofdviliied 
j  urisprudence  with  which  we  have  any  acquaintance ; 
and  yet  tbe  committee,  apparently  iMuming,  by  a 
strange  complication  of  i^ues,  that  ever;  oSlcer 
of  the  War  Department  who  had  any  agency  in 
forming  a  certain  contract  with  £l\jah  Hii,  oranr 
interest  in  it,  is  now  actually  under  trial,  have  re- 
ceived and  recorded,  as  teslimony,  tbe  declaratiosa 
of  those  officers,  indistinctly  recollected,  and  vague- 
ly and  doubtingly  stated. 

Admitting  that  it  is  proper  for  the  committee  to 
assume  inquisitorial  powers  in  this  iiivestigatloD, 
and  in  that  character  to  ask  of  the  witnesses,  not 
only  what  they  know,  but  what  they  bave  heard 
from  others,  it  must  be  exceedingly  apparent,  that 
the  only  excusable  purpose,  even  of  an  inquisiloriil 
kind,  for  which  such  questions  could  bo  propound- 
ed, is  the  discovery  of  other  witnesses,  by  >rhose 
evidence  the  charge  might  be  eMablished.  Letsi 
see  how  far  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  have 
been  conformable  to  this  view  of  their  fnnclioiii 
In  the  evidence  recorded  by  tbe  committee,  CoL 
states,  in  substance,  that  either  Uijor 
icr  or  General  Swiit  informed  him  thit 
tbe  latter  was  concerned  in  the  Wti.  contnct. 
Upon  further  recollection,  the  witness  states,  tbal 
he  must  have  received  this  information  from  G*n. 
Switl  himself;  for  that  be  remembers  to  bave  bad 
tion  with  him,  in  which  the  General  stated 
that  he  bad  an  idea  of  leaving  the  army,  and  be- 
coming interested  in  some  contract  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  the  witness  supposed  to  havebe«ii 
:t  in  question.  He  further  states,  m  lb< 
orsation.  Gen.  Swifl  informed  him  that  be 
bad  asked  the  permission  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  become 
thus  interestei  This  evidence,  if  evidence  it  ni»y 
be  called,  ia  to  be  regarded  in  the  twofold  aspect 
of  implicating  Gen.  Snift  in  a  criminal  partidpaliou 
'  I  a  contract  made  fay  himself  as  the  agent  of  ll>e 
ovemmcnt,  and  Ur.  Calhoun  in  a  scarcely  lea 
Timiaal  connivance  at  such  a  participation.  So  br 
as  it  relates  to  Gea.  Swii^,  common  juatlce  requires 
!o  remark,  that  it  is  contrary  to  those  gre>( 

, iiples  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which  ourfore- 

ktbers  bave  consecrated  by  a  coostitnlional  decli- 
ralion,  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  a  citizen  sgunst 
whom  no  charge  has  been  presented  ;  who  has  BO 
that  his  character  is  even  thus  iofomuny 
implicated,  and  who,  instead  of  being  pieteot  to 
confront  his  accuser,  js  wht4ty  nnrepreaented  be- 
fore the  committee. 

But,  so  far  as  this  testimony  tends  to  ImpUcsU 

Mr.  C.ilboun,  the  coune  adopted  by  the  commiitM 

liable  to  k  much  Itionger  DtyactioJH  than  tint 
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merel;  of  TeceWiag,  uid  recording  for  pubUcatioi 
jDcompetCDC  ind  improper  tesliniooj.  Thej  hii 
evidcntlj  cloaed  the  iaTestlgation  precisely  whei 
it  ongbt  to  bftTe  commenced,  leaTine  upon  tl 
reputation  of  Ur.  Calhoun  alt  the  ■uapicioii  vhich 
illegal  ciideace  could  produce,  and  omitting  to 
anmmon  before  them  the  only  witness  who  could 
gire  legal  teatimotif  on  the  matter  in  question. 

Colonel  Armiatead  Btales,  obriontlj  from  the  re- 
coHections  of  a  moat  treacherous  and  feeble  ni< 
ory,  that  General  8<rl(t  informed  him,  eight 
nine  years  ago,  that  he  had  Bskud  Hr.  Calhot 
pemiianon  to  ttscome  concerned  in  some  contract 
with  the  GoTemmeDt.  This  is  the  only  material 
&ct  bearing  upon  the  character  of  Ur.  Cilhoui 
and  it  must  hare  been  obvious  to  the  committ< 
that  General  Snift  was  the  only  iFitoesa  who  could 
gire  legal  testimony  in  relation  to  It.  Yet  they 
fasTe  decBned  to  summon  him  on  their  own  mo- 
tion, no  donbt  ftom  a  view  of  the  subject  satisfac' 
tory  to  themselTea.  The  ground  upon  which  I 
■DOSt  presume  they  have  acted  is  the  incompetency 
of  the  evidence  before  them,  and  its  utter  Inauffl- 
ciency  tofii  upon  Mr.  Calhoun  any  imputation  which 
requires  to  be  refuted.  But  I  must  be  permitted 
to  saj,  that  the  incompetency  and  InsufBciency  of 
the  eridence,  though  a  very  sufficient  reason  for 
rejecting  it  altogether,  is  no  reason  at  all  for  re- 
vising, when  it  it  improperly  received  end  record- 
ed, to  produce  the  only  legal  testimony  by  which 
Jndicial  certainty  could  bo  obtained  on  the  subject. 
Although,  therefore,  the  committee  must  have 
acted  with  a  view  to  impartiul  Justice,  the  coureo 
they  have  pursued  has  been  precisely  that  which 
is  best  calculated  to  give  the  most  injurious  efficacy 
to  illegal  tesdmoiij  agiuost  Ur.  Calhoun,  and  to 
avoid  the  conclusive  refutation,  which  the  produc- 
tion of  legal  evidence  would  undoubtedly  establitih. 
To  do  away  (he  cSect  of  this  proceeding,  the  only 
alternative  left  to  Mr.  Calhoun  is  to  place  the  most 
emphatic  and  unequivocal  negative,  which  I  am 
expressly  authorized  to  do,  upon  the  imputation  of 
his  ever  having  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  General 
Bwift's  pardcipadon  in  the  contract,  and  to  call 
npOB  the  committee  to  examine  General  Swift  him- 
•elf^  at  to  the  Imputed  fkct  of  Hr.  Calhoun's  knowl- 

Baving  shown  that  the  entire  mass  of  the  testi- 
mony produced  Is  legally  inadmissible  on  the  triil 
of  any  issue  which  ctfn  be  made  apon  Ur.  Cal- 
houn's official  conduct  or  moral  integrity,  it  is  due 
to  the  committee  that  I  should  explain  my  reasons 
fbr  not  ottjectlng  to  it  as  it  occurred  in  the  progress 
of  the  investigation. 

Convinced  of  the  absolute  fkluty  of  the  charges 
pcQsented,  and  of  the  entire  purity  of  Hr.  Calhoun's 
character  in  all  the  relations,  public  or  private,  in 
which  it  can  be  contemplated,  I  determined,  from 
tha  beginnioK,  that  I  would  interpose  no  objection 
to  any  inquiry  which  the  committee  might  thinh 
proper  to  institute,  nor  to  any  description  of  evi- 
dence by  which  they  might  think  proper  to  pursue 
it.  Any  attempt  on  ny  part  to  restrain  the  latitude 
of  the  investigation,  or  to  prevent  the  adduction 
•ven  of  improper  evidence,  would  have  been  con- 
strued by  the  malicious  into  a  denre  to  screen  Ur. 
Calhoon,  behind  technical  formi,  from  a  l^U  and 
firee  investigation.  And  as  I  was  satisfled  that  the 
more  severe  the  ordeal,  the  more  ^unclu^ve  would 
be  the  evidence  of  the  fidelity  and  seal  of  his  offl- 
'        '     la  the  mot«  wtUEng  that  the  invea- 


ti^tlon  should  assume  any  form  wbicb  the  com- 
mittee might  choose  to  give  it,  and  be  prosecuted 
by  any  sort  of  evidence  which  they  might  think 
proper  to  admit  upon  their  own  responsibility. 

But  although  I  had  a  right,  as  the  personal  friend 
of  Ur.  Calhoun,  to  abstain  from  any  interference 
with  the  course  of  the  committee,  I  have  no  right, 
considering  the  relation  in  which  he  stands  and  in 
which  I  stand  to  the  public,  to  sanction,  by  m  j  acqui- 
escence, a  speciesofunliceosed  inquisition,  unknown 
to  the  Jurisprudence  of  any  free  country,  and  which 
would  furnish  a  precedent  utterly  subversive  of  the 
only  effectual  safegnardt  of  the  reputation  of  pub- 
lic men  in  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 

Having  disposed  of  that  branch  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  relates  to  the  imputations  upon  Hr. 
Calhoun's  official  integrity,  it  remains  for  me  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  upon  a  view  of  this  sabject, 
which,  though  not  involved  in  the  issue  referred  to 
the  committee,  it  evidently  embraced  in  the  scope 
of  their  inquiries.  It  has  been  too  apparent  to  es- 
cape the  observation  even  of  one  less  interested 
than  I  am  tomaft  the  bearings  of  this  investigation, 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  testimony  can  have 
no  other  application  or  object  than  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  general  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, while  Ur.  Calhoun  presided  over  it,  by  holding 
him  responsible  for  the  mitiute  irregularities  of  lis 
subordinate  brandies,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
Engineer  Department ;  While,  therefore,  the  charge 
is  specific  and  limited,  the  investigation  is  general 
and  undefined,  and  the  most  obvious  principles  of 
Justice  require  that  the  defence  should  at  least  be 
co-extensiva  with  the  attack,  whether  this  be  open 
and  direct,  or  disguised  and  incidental. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  general  irregularities  of 
a  subordinate  branch  of  (he  War  Department  are 
fair  subjects  of  inquiry,  let  ns  see  whether  the 
epeclfications  are  such  as,  admitting  their  tnith,  will 
fuirly  6x  any  portion  of  the  responsibility  on  Hr. 
Calhoun.  The  contract  in  rehition  to  which  the 
imputed  irregularities  occurred,  was  made  the  26th 
of  July,  ISIg.  Ur.  Calhoun  look  charge  of  the 
War  Department,  the  Sth  of  December,  1817  ;  and 
it  is  a  fact  of  undisputed  notoriety  that  he  found  it 
utterly  destitute  of  organization  in  almost  all  its 
branches,  and  pre-eminently  so  in  the  Engineer 
Department,  The  extensive  operations  and  large 
diabuieements  of  the  then  recent  war,  efi'eated  un- 
der a  system  of  administration  having  neither  or- 
ganization nor  responsibility,  had  introduced  such 
irregularities  and  abuses,  and  caused  the  accuma- 
lalion  of  such  a  mass  of  unsettled  accounts  and  un- 
finished bu^nesB,  that  the  War  Department  was 
lly  shunned  by  several  distinguished  citizens 
were  solicited  to  preside  over  it,  ta  an  Aufrean 
stable,  holding  out  In  prospect  the  labors  of  Her- 
cules, without  any  portion  of  his  fame.  Such  being 
the  condition  of  the  Department  when  Ur.  Calhoun 
became  its  Chief  Officer,  and  every  irregularity 
which  is  imputable  to  the  Uix  contract,  including 
the  omission  (o  advertise,  having  been  common  and 
frequent  in  every  preceding  Administration,  with- 
any  elTectual  eSbrt  to  correct  them  ;  the  iqjus- 
of  holding  Ur.  Calhoun  responsible  for  not 
correcting,  in  a  few  months,  irregularities  which  hit 
predecessors  had  not  even  attempted  to  correct  in 
as  many  years,  is  too  gross  to  be  tolerated  for  a 
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respcotibla  for  a  particular  instance  of  Irregolarilf 
in  the  details  of  a  gubordJDate  Department.  Tlie 
true  point  of  thia  reepoiiHlbilitj  is  ttie  ganerai  laxitj 
and  want  of  system  from  wliicli  tlie  particoUr  in- 
stance arises.  If,  tiierefore.  Hr.  Caiboun  is  ob- 
noxious to  any  censure  in  tlie  present  case,  it  ia  for 
tlie  imperfect  organization  of  llie  Engiaeer  Depart- 
meot  on  the  SGth  Julj,  IBIS.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  it  is  to  be  remarlied  that  he  took  charge  of 
the  Department  in  SecemlMr,  IBIT,  at  the  opeoing 
of  the  session  of  Congress;  left  Washington  for 
Bouth  CaroUna,  on  indispensable  business,  imme- 
diatelj  after  the  close  of  the  session  in  the  Ua; 
folloiring,  and  did  not  return  antil  the  month  of 
July,  omj  two  weeks  before  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion nas  closed ;  and  was  almost  incessant!;^  oocu- 
pied  duiiog  these  two  weeks,  In  the  deliberations  of 
the  Cabinet  on  tlie  militarj  occurrences  of  the  Semi- 
nole campaign. 

Under  these  ctrcumstancea,  the  irceguUri^es  in 
qoestion  cannot  be  imputed  to  him,  either  in  fact  or 
in  theory.  Coming  into  a  complicated  Department, 
which  was  almost  Utenill;  in  a  slate  of  chaos,  noth- 
ing but  a  spirit  of  official  quacfcerj  could  have 
prompted  Mm  to  commence  the  great  work  of  a 

Seneral  and  systematic  reformation,  before  he  had 
eliberately  surveyed  the  working  of  its  disordered 
machinerj,  and  ascertained  both  the  causes  of  the 
eiistiog  irregularities  and  the  most  effective  means 
of  correcting  tbcm  permanently. 

In  fact,  when  It  is  considered  that  Mr.  Calhoan 
first  necessarily  devoted  himself  to  the  creation  and 
organization  of  the  Departments  of  the  Quarter 
Haster  Oeoeral,  Surgeon  General,  and  Commissarv 
General,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  upon  his 
recommendation,  in  April,  1SI8,  the  wonder  ist  hat 
the  reformation  of  the  Engineer  Department  was 
commenced  and  completed  at  such  early  periods  as 
in  bet  it  was.  I  cannot  believe  it  possible,  there- 
fore, the  committee  will  select  the  minute  irregulai^ 
ities  of  detul  in  a  transaction  wliicb  was  conducted 
exclusively  by  subordinate  officers,  and  of  which 
the  irregularities  really  belonged  to  the  antecedent 
period  of  disorder,  ma  criterion  of  Hr.  Calhoun^s 
general  administration  of  the  War  Department, 

Indeed,  tba  very  irregularities  which  we  are  now 
«ODudsring,  are  tbe  more  striking,  because  of  the 
perfect  oi^aniiation,  responsibility,  and  system, 
which  Kr.  Calhoun  has  the  high  merit  of  having 
•ubseqaently  imparted  lo  aQ  the  arrangements  and 
operations  of  the  Department. 

Standing  in  contrast  with  his  own  improvements, 
these  petty  and  subordinate  irregularities  are  ei- 
Idbited  in  bold  relief  to  the  prying  and  iovidioue  re- 
search of  the  censorious;  and  in  this  way  not  only 
tbe  imperfections  which  he  found  in  the  system  of 
administralion,  but  the  signal  regularity  which  he 
Introduced  in  tbe  proceedmgs  of  the  Department, 
are  made  to  furnish  matter  of  socusation  against  him. 

As  the  general  industry,  seal,  and  ability,  with 
which  Ur.  Calhoun  discharged  bis  official  duties,  are 
thus  distinctly  put  in  issue  by  the  direc^on  whleh 
the  committee  have  given  to  the  examination,  I 
claim  the  right  of  calling  before  them  all  the  Heads 
of  tbe  subordinate  Departments,  who  were  bis  able 
coadjutors  in  the  greatworkof  reform,  and  of  show- 
ing by  their  united  testimony  the  condition  in 
which  be  found  tbe  Department;  the  fidelity  and 
unremitting  labor  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to 
Its  improvement ;  and  the  high  perfection  of  its  ar- 
rangenents,  whioh  crowned  bis  laliars  with  a  suc- 
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cess  equally  condudve  to  liis  own  fkme  and  to  Hm 
weUlkre  of  his  country.  I  must,  therefore,  request 
tllat  tlie  committee  will  eiamioe  tbe  following  gen- 
tlemen, touching  this  branch  of  the  inquiry:  Hajor 
Generai  Brown,  Ocneral  Thos.  S.  Jesaup,  General  A. 
Uacomb,  Dr.  J.  Lovell,  CoL  N.  Towion,  Col.  G.  fflb- 
Bon,  Col.  G.  Bomford,  Col.  L  Boberdean,  and  CoL 
John  G.  Wool.  If  I  am  not^really  mistaken,  it  wiQ 
conclusively  appear  from  theu  evidence,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  rigorous  responsibility  and  atrict  economy 
which  Ui.  Calhoun  introduced  in  the  operatioDaand 
disbursements  of  the  Military  Establishment,  have  eF' 
fected  an  annual  savioK  in  the  national  expenditnra 
of  more  than  a  million  of  doHara,  tosay  nothing  of  the 
striking  improvement  made  in  the  moral  of  the  amy, 
as  well  as  in  its  military  discipline  and  efflciency. 

Altliough  the  views  already  presented  show  tba 
injustice  of  holding  Ur.  Calhoun  In  any  degree  re- 
spoiksible  for  tbe  formal  irregularities  which  may 
have  existed  in  the  formation  of  tbe  contract  with 
Elijah  Mil,  it  is  due  to  the  historicd  truth  of  the 
case  that  I  shoold  state,  Ibat,  in  point  of  fact,  no  in- 

Cy  resulted  to  tbe  Government  from  those  irrega- 
ities,  or  from  the  making  of  the  ountract  with 
such  a  person.  On  tbe  conirarr.itwascoDcdusiT^y 
shown  in  the  investigation  which  took  place  on  the 
subject  in  the  House  of  Be  presents  tives  in  Uaj, 
182S,  tliat,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  contract, 
notice  wis  sctuaily  given,  and  inquiries  made,  at  all 
the  points  where  snitable  stone  could  be  procured, 
and  that  Colonel  Armistead,  to  use  bis  own  words, 
"made  experiments,  by  having  tbe  stone  quarried 
near  Georgetown  by  laborers  hired  by  the  United 
States,  and  found  that  it  could  not  be  procured  and 
carried  to  Old  Point  Comfort  for  less  than  $3  M 
per  perch,  together  with  tbe  great  uncertainty  of 
celling  veesefi  to  transport  it.  The  testimony  of 
Commodore  Bodgers,  General  Uason,  Mr.  Baker  of 
Georgetotin,  and  various  other  witnesses,  ait  con- 
curred in  the  uncontradicted  slatenMut,  that  $3  SO 
per  perch  was  the  lowest  sua  for  which  tbe  stone 
could  bo  delivered.  And  accordingly,  {3  GO  was  the 
lowest  bid  except  that  of  E^jabMii.  It  is  apparent, 
therefore,  that  Ihe  contract  at  (3  per  perch  would 
have  been  ruinous  to  Mix,  bat  for  "  the  very  imei- 
pectcd  and  rapid  ^1  in  the  price  of  labor  and  trans- 
portatiou  "  adverted  to  by  the  witnesses  in  the  for- 
mer examination.  iSuch  was  tbe  conclunve  force 
of  this  testimony  in  IS'23,  thst  tbe  bore  reading  of 
it,  without  a  single  word  of  commentary  or  argu- 
ment, induced  the  Bouse  of  Bepresentativee,  by  a 
vote  of  ISl  to  SO,  to  reject  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  select  committee  which  recommended  a 
suspension  of  all  appropriations  for  tbe  fuiSlment  of 
that  contract  Although,  therefore,  the  cfaaracter 
of  Mix  was,  even  at  the  date  of  the  contract, 
stamped  with  infamy,  tbe  fact  was  then  wholly  im- 
known  10  Ur.  Calhoun,  and  I  belicve,to  every  officer 
of  tho  Engineer  Department ;  and  however  much 
some  of  those  officers  may  have  suffered  from  having 
to  deal  with  a  man  so  profligate  and  unprincipled,  it 
is  clear  that  the  Government  baa  actuaUy  saved 
trs.OOO  in  ihe  whole  contract,  by  accepting  bis  bid. 
Ami  I  cannot  but  remark,  in  concluding  this  part  of 
tho  subject,  Chat  the  vigilant  regard  for  the  publie 
interest  with  which  Mr.  Calhoun  has  invariably  eik- 
forced  upon  Mix  the  performance  of  this  contract, 
bos  evidently  brought  upon  him  tbe  infamous  cal- 
umny which  has  given  rise  to  this  invesligatioD. 

I  cannot  bring  this  communication  to  a  close 
without  fbimally  and  distincUy  protesUug  againU 
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blending  the  «T>miiiktioD  u>d  trial  of  obarges  agkliiRt 
the  snbonJiute  «Sc<n  of  the  War  Departmea^  with 
the  present  iDTecdnlion.  The  iqjuilice  of  niuh  a 
eoorae  to  thou  oSicers,  bus  been  already  stated. 
It  wonid  be  litenll;  condemning  them  vithoat 
trial.  The  itymtice  to  Hr.  Calhoun  ia  equallj  great, 
though  not  quite  so  obvious.  Upon  princJ^es  of 
usodation,  which  the  committed  will  readily  com- 
prehend, it  would  be  risltiag  upon  Ur,  Calhoun,  bj 
a  most  severe  and  cruel  dispensation,  the  guilt  of 
these  subordinate  officers,  established  by  a  mode  of 
proceeding  liaving  nooe  of  the  forms  of  legal  accu- 
sation and  trial,  but  assuming  the  most  odious  of  the 
prerogatives  of  those  inquisitorial  tribuDsIa  fortn- 
nately  known  to  ns  only  by  the  history  of  lees  £iTor- 
ed  countries. 

nnaOy :  I  cannot  but  eipreas  my  dneere  rej^t 
at  the  extraordinary  delay  whick  has  characterized 
this  proceeding,  and  at  the  great  injustice  and  in- 

i'ury  which  have  unavoidably  resulted  to  Hr.  Cal- 
loun  from  that  cireumstance  alone.  It  is  now  mora 
than  four  weeks  since  this  committee  was  charged 
to  inqnire  whether  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  had  bees  guilt;  of  the  Infamous  oB^noe  of 
partidpating,  while  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  profits 
«f  a  contract  made  with  an  individual,  by  the  De- 
partment over  which  he  presided,  The  alrooioas 
character  of  the  charge,  and  the  high  station  of  the 
individnal  im^icated,  osturatly  excited  in  every  por- 
tion of  the  tTnton  the  moet  lively  interest  (n  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee;  and  the  people  of 
die  United  Slates,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay 
upon  any  other  suppontioi]  than  that  gome  evidence 
of  guilt  had  been  exliiblted,  have  been  looking,  day 
after  day,  and  week  after  week,  with  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  for  the  result  of  an  investigation  in- 
Tolving  not  only  the  honest  name  of  a  public  ser- 
Tant,  who  has  been  for  fifteen  years  honorably  and 
eminently  identified  with  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  but  involving  also,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
reputation  of  that  country — whose  rights  and  whose 
honor  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  defend,  whose 
t^racter  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  elevate, 
and  whose  institutions  he  has  so  successfully  labored 
to  estabtiah  and  mature.  If,  from  the  high  honor 
•nd  miiuspeeted  purity  which  hare  characterized 
every  action  of  his  life,  all  who  know  him,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  have  looked  with  equal  confi- 
dence to  bis  enUre  acquittal  of  the  charge  presented, 
it  can  scareely  be  doubled  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  do  not  know 
him,  must  have  regarded  the  uneipocied  procraatl- 
natiOD  of  the  inquiry,  as  a  circumslance  inexplicable, 
if  not  suspicions.  And,  while  I  am  under  the  ne- 
cessity, from  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee, 
of  still  farther  prolrectins  the  InTestigation,  I  shall 
use  every  effort,  in  which  I  earnestly  solicit  their  co- 
operation, to  bring  this  loog  labor  to  a  speedy  ter- 
niination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  reqtect, 
your  obedient  servant.  ___^ 

OEO.  HcDUITIE. 

Mr.  Flotd  rose,  &nd  said,  tbat  the  report 
which  had.  just  been  read,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  tne  passage  declaring  the  conviction 
of  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
efaai^ea  imputed  to  him,  wen  from  a  majority 
of  ^e  committee.  After  being  engaged  for 
forty  days  in  this  loTestigation,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
had,  K>  far  u  be  could  collect  the  seuu  of  tiie 


committee,  framed  a  report  accordingly,  which 
report  had  not  proved  agreeable  to  the  m^orily 
of  the  committee.  The  objection  which  he  haa 
to  the  report  adopted  was,  that  it  did  not  giv* 
the  trae  color  to  the  results  of  the  inquiry. 
Tbo  report  which  he  hod  drafted,  and  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  was  about  to  offer  to 
the  HoDse,  did  jastice  to  the  views  of  the 
minority ;  and,  as  an  exposition  of  their  viewi, 
he  wished  to  present  it  to  the  House.  Ur.  F. 
said  he  had  gone  into  this  inquiry  with  a  die- 
position  to  do  ample  justice  to  all  concerned 
in  it.  The  character  and  condnct  of  that  msn, 
Mix,  he  said,  had  been  marked,  in  the  investi- 
gation, bv  greater  atrocity  than  bad  ever  been 
witne^ed  before  since  the  days  of  Titus  Oatea. 
He  woald  say  one  word  more:  dnring  tboae 
days  when  he,  and  ethers  with  him,  were  stig- 
matized as  "  mthless  Radicals,"  for  thinking  aa 
be  BtiU  thouftht— for  diB«q)proving  of  Yelfow 
Btone  expeditions,  and  enormons  expenditnrea 
for  onoecessary  fortifications — he  mnst  yet  wf, 
in  Justice  to  Mr.  CaLHOim,  that,  as  regarded  the 
Beportnient  of  War  itself  the  then  Seoretar7 
had  been  of  as  much  benefit  to  the  country  aa 
ony^  tnim,  in  similar  eircumstanoes,  could  be. 
Previous  to  the  year  1818,  there  had  existed 
the  greatest  confusion  in  the  orgauizatioii  of 
that  Department.  The  engineer  department  * 
liad  followed  the  chief  of  engineers  wherever 
he  moved ;  other  branches  of  the  sdmint^trft- 
tion  of  the  'War  Offioe  were  hut  little  better 
arrayed,  and  there  was  a  general  want  of  re- 
sponsibility for  disharsements  of  public  moner. 
The  then  Secretary  (now  Vice  President)  bad, 
Mr.  F.  was  satisfied,  imparted  an  organization 
and  a  regularity  to  the  Department,  anch  as  it 
had  never  before  possessed,  and  which  were 
highly  creditable  to  liim  aa  a  pnblio  ofScer. 

Mr.  F.  then  presented  to  the  House  a  paper, 
as  expressing  the  views  of  a  minority  of  th« 
committee ;  and  the  paper  l>eing  alxnit  to  be 

Mr.  'Wrioiit  sud  he  did  not  rise  to  Interposa 
any  objection  to  tlie  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Viisinia,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  but  to  say  a  word 
on  the  part  of  a  m^orlty  of  the  committee, 
whose  orven  he  wss,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
that  gentleman.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  paper  he  exhibited  as  contain- 
ing the  views  of  tlie  minority  of  the  committee, 
contained  a  olearar  view  of  the  transaotiona 
of  the  committee  than  the  report  mode  by  tha 
majority. 

^r.  FuiTs  explained,  that  he  hod  not 
meant  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  tha 
majority  of  the  committee,  but  merely  to  say 
that,  as  one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee^ 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  color  of  the  reports 

Mr.  Wbioht  :  The  gentleman  now  says  he 
did  not  like  the  color  given  by  the  report  to 
the  transactions  before  the  committee,  and 
therefore  he  was  induced  to  offer  his  project. 
Sir,  Bud  Mr.  W^  the  committee  have  given  no 
color  to  the  facts  detailed  in  the  report.  The 
nu^ority  eCodloualy  avoided  giving  any  color, 
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or  expressing  their  opinion  on  fkcts  relating  to 
oHxiii  than  the  direct  matter  before  them. 
Therein,  he  said,  wonld  bo  found  to  be  much 
of  the  difference  between  the  report  and  the 
paper  now  exhibited.  He  laii  there  would 
alEO  be  fonnd  another  difference,  which 

coiuidered  material  la  aoch  a  paper,  and 

believed  a  mqoritj'  thought  that  the  prindpal 
objection  to  the  paper  offered  as  a  report. 
That  waa  in  this— both  papers  nnqtialifiedly 

Sroaomioed  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  Preai- 
ent,  and  the  Infamona  cbBracter  of  Uix,  ren- 
dering him  nnworthr  of  heUef. 

The  report,  when  it  had  asserted  that,  sontrht 
no  more  to  establish  the  fact  by  a  dett^led 
referenoe  to  hia  teatimony.  It  waa  not  thooght 
neceessrj  or  proper  to  do  so.  The  pi4>er  offer- 
ed asserts  the  fact  of  Mix's  infamy,  and  then 
labors,  tbrongh  many  paeeB,  to  prove  the  asser- 
tion ti^e,  thi]s  wasting  its  force  upon  an  im- 
material matter,  and  losing  sight  of  the  princi- 
pal matter  in  view.  The  paper  offered  em- 
ploys many  hard  and  harsh  words,  In  charac- 
teriaiog  IGx'a  evidence,  which  a  majority 
thonght  unneoeaaary,  oud  highly  improper  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  made  to  this  Hoase, 
They  oould  not  add  to  Mix's  infamy,  but  might 
detract  from  the  respect  the  members  of  the 
oonunittee  felt  for  themselves  and  the  House. 
These,  [  believe,  rir,  were  the  principal  olgec- 
tioDs  with  the  m^ority  of  the  committee, 
against  adopting  the  paper  now  offered  as  their 
report, 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  ilo  sort  of  objection  to 
the  gentleman  presenting  his  views  to  the 
Eonae,  in  any  way  most  agreeable  to  himaelC 
or  to  any  order  the  House  might  fed  dispoeed 
to  make  on  them. 

The  paper  presented  by  Mr.  Flotb,  as  ex- 
pres^ve  of  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

Tlie  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
commumcBlJDnof  tbeVice  President,  of  the  2Sth 
December  last,  have  had  the  same  imdar  oonilder- 
atIoD,aad  report; 

That  the  committee  convened,  u  soon  after  their 
^ipoInCment,  m  ooold  be  done  with  convecience,  to 
(M>aiddcr  the  subject  referred  to  ^em.    The  Gnt  step 


;e  PrendenC  that  the 
ganiied,  and  would  reoeive  any  commnnicatiDa  ba 
tntght  think  proper  to  make.  This  naa  accoriUngly 
done  on  the  Sd  of  January  last ;  in  reply  to  which 
the  couunittee  received  s  letter  on  the  Sd,  atatJDR, 
that  his  communication  to  the  Houae,  of  the  29th 
December  bat,  would  make  known  to  the  committee 
his  motive  for  soliciting  an  inquiry;  that  he  bod 
nothing  further  to  add  than  to  reiterate  bis  desire 
to  have  a  full  investigation;  and  that,  In  order  to 
avoid  the  inconvenience  and  delay  of  communicat- 
ing by  tetter,  he  had  requested  Ur.  McQufBe  to  act 
as  hia  friend  before  the  committee.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  Hr.  UcDuiSe  was  admitted  ac- 
eordingly. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  biqdre  whether 
there  were  any  charges  on  file  in  the  Department  of 
War,  or  any  paper  or  doenment  which  went  to 


show  that  the  Vice  President  had  been,  whikt  See- 
tetary  of  that  Department,  engaged  in  any  con- 
tract, or  in  the  l»ofita  of  which  he  in  any  way 
parlidpated.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  wia,  that 
there  were  no  cliaiges,  or  other  evidences,  of  any 

Yet,  as  a  confidential  letter,  rigned  by  E.  Ma, 
and  nddrened  to  the  author  of  "  BaDcock,"  who 
was  known  to  be  If  ^or  Satteriee  Clsi^  a  Paymas- 
ter, who  had  been  (Uunlssed  from  the  serrke  whilK 
Ur.  Calhoun  was  Secretary  of  the  Departmeot  of 
War,  for  not  settling  his  accounta,  as  will  be  more 
distinctly  seen  by  reference  to  tbe  teetimoay  of 
CeL  Towson,  had  appeared  in  one  of  the  new^a- 
pen,  prieted  in  this  District,  and  the  Vice  Proa- 
dent,  in  ids  communication  to  tbe  comnutlec,  i£ 
tbe  8d  of  Janoary  last,  having  referred  to  it,  and 
dcdriog  a  full  inveetlgation,  ute  committee  bit  it 
their  duty  to  examine  the  whole  sobject  Mly  and 
freely,  as  eontaining  the  foundation  of  hia  leticr  lo 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

From  an  inquiry  into  this  sotgect,  it  waa  sseer- 
talned  thit  Howes  Ooldsborough  and  EUiJah  Mix 
were  competitors  for  a  contract  with  the  Gorer*- 
ment  of  the  United  States  in  December  last,  and, 
on  Goldsborough's  arriving  in  Ihia  city,  he  pro- 
cured from  U^or  Satterlee  Clark,  the  aotbor  of 
the  publication  signed  "  Baneock,"  a  copy  of  tbe 
confidential  letter  from  Mix  to  tbe  author  of  Han- 
cock, to  be  used  in  depriving  Mix  of  tbe  cantiact, 
should  be  find  it  neoenary. 

From  this  copy  a  transcript  waa  taken  by  Wm. 
F.  Thornton,  the  Junior  Editor  of  the  FhiBnii  Ga- 
Ectte,  and  published  by  him  in  that  paper  the  nen 
day,  which  waa  the  2Sth  of  December  last,  aecoat- 
panied  with  his  editorial  remarks. 

This  tetter  of  Mix  to  the  author  of  Hancock  is  aa 
exhibit  among  tbe  files  of  the  committee,  and  was 
acknowledged  by  him  to  be  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. Tbe  motives  which  induced  him  to  make 
this  oommunlcatioo,  he  has  himself  developed.  To 
money  seems  to  have  been  bis  aim,  wilboat 
ruples  as  to  the  means  by  which  hia  objaet 
was  to  be  accomplished. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  evidence  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  are  unable  to  find 
any  thing  wairanting  the  belief  that  the  oOc 
the  bead  of  tbe  Department  of  War  had  any  a| 


It  is  due,  however,  to 

immittee  should  state,  thst  his  o 
the  House  of  Bepreeentatives  was  founded  eidn- 
siveij  on  the  publication  in  tbe  Fhcuux  Gaiette  of 
the  2Sth  of  December,  and  that  the  &cts  aasoBed 
"  that  communication,  via :  That  the  letter  of  IGx 

the  author  of  Haocock  had  been  made  the  basis 
an  official  act.  and  would,  of  courae,  be  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  Department,  were  pro- 
fessedly stated  i  the  first  npon  the  authority  of  Aat 
paper,  and  the  second  as  an  inference  nam  the 
statement  contained  in  it. 

In  tbe  eariy  stage  of  ttus  iovestigation,  the  com- 
mittee diecovered,  from  the  letter  of  M^or  Yude- 
r  to  E.  Mil,  dated  tbe  'ith  of  Auguat,  IBIS, 
a  which  they  refer,  that  a  person  whoee  name 
was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  was  intereMed  in  iba 
contract  commonly  called  the  Mix,  or  Bip  Bap 
Contract. 

On  making  this  discovery,  the  committee  Ml 
booud,  If  poaiible,  to  bring  to  light  tins  hiddea  sa- 
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hare  boien  led  into  a  moch  wilder  field  than  coald 
at  Brst  have  b«en  anticipated.  They  hare,  in  ihort, 
fbuud  it  necessary  to  ga  tboroughly  into  tbe  origin 
•sd  history  of  the  RipRap  Contract,  which  ioTolved 
the  nccesdty  of  summoDinK  aumeroua  witneaBCS 
bmn  distant  pKrts,  who  were  believed  to  possesa 
knowtedge  of  tbis  contract ;  conaequeatlj  lequiriaf 
much  time  for  their  eiaminatioQ. 

The  committee  are,  howeTer,  ananlmodaly  of 
ofriiiioa,  that  there  la  nothing  in  the  oridence  to 
nrrant  a  belief,  or  STen  the  allghteet  Bolplcion, 
that  the  Tice  Praaident  waa  intereeted  In  any 
contract  mads  with  the  Department  of  Wv,  whilst 
bewat  entniBted  with  the  discharge  of  iUdutiee,  or 
that  he,  either  directly  or  indlrectiy,  participated  In 
the  profita  of  any  such  contract,  or  that  he  connired 
M  Buch  participatioa  in  any   of  his  subordinate 

yrom  the  praminent  figure  which  EUjsh  Wx 
Buket  In  this  tranaocdon,  throughout,  occupying 
the  twofold  attitude  of  an  iaformer  and  a  witness, 
aeema  to  command  of  iha  committee  a  direct  siprea- 
^a  of  the  opiiiion  they  bare  formed  of  bis  general 
character  for  veracity,  aa  well  aa  of  the  specific 
opioioatbey  haTS  formed  in  relation  to  aame  of  the 
most  prominent  parts  of  his  leMimony. 

On  the  Bubjcct  of  his  general  character  for  rera- 
city,  they  have  no  hesitation  In  saying,  that  ho  is 
entirely  destitute  of  the  alighteit  claim  to  be  beHeved 
upon  his  oalh. 

They  have  como  to  this  conclusion,  not  only  from 
the  teotimoay  of  resppcCable  witnesses,  going  to 
(stablisli  the  general  infamy  of  bis  character,  but 
from  the  total  disregard  for  truth  which  he  mani- 
fested daring  the  progress  of  bis  examination,  and 
the  numeroos  contradictions  in  which  ha  ioTolTed 
himsetf  whilst  giting  in  his  teslimooy  in  the  presence 
of  the  committee. 

Without  attempting  to  detail  the  numerous 
Instances  In  which  it  is  apparent  to  the  committee 
that  he  has  sworn  to  wUTul  and  deliberate  falsehoods, 
they  have  confined  themsdves  to  those  parts  of  his 
testimony  which  demand  a  separate  and  distinct 
oonsidsiaUoa  on  other  grounds. 

On  his  first  eiamtnaUon,  he  vrodneed  a  letter 
written  by  Uajor  VandsTenter  to  him,  dated  the  7th 
of  August,  1818,  commencing  with  the  following 

mutilated  sentence:  "  I  am  Tery  sorry  tliat  the , 

who  are  concerned  in  the  contract,  will  not  agree 
to  admit  George  on  the  terms  yon  hsTe  stated" 

The  letter  then  goes  on  to  sute,  that  the  writer 
(Vandeventer)  bad  inftmned  HaJor  Cooper,  his  Di- 
tfaer4n-la«,  tlut  there  was  one  other  person  cancem- 
ed  in  the  contract,  whose  name  was  not  to  be  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  letter  seems  to  be  designed  to  pre- 
<ra]l  upon  Mr.  Cooperto  become  one  of  tho  sureties 
for  the  fnlSlment  of  the  contract,  without  the  con- 
ditloo,  on  which  It  appears  he  was  iostBting.  that  his 
son  George  should  have  one-fonrth  of  the  contract. 
Hiz  states  that  this  letter  wu  obliterated  when  be 
receiTcd  it,  and  that  he  does  not  know  what  were 
the  words  that  have  been  erased.  The  committee 
are  decidedly  of  ojunlon,  that  the  erasure  was  made 
by  Mil,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  a  mj^terj  over 
the  matter,  and  of  exciting  suspicion  that  the  person 
■Unded  to  in  the  part  obhterated  was  Hr,  Calhoun. 

That  the  obliteratloa  was  not  made  bytbs  writer 
of  the  letter  is  clear,  from  several  obvious  consideT^ 
atlons.  If  he  had  been  so  desirous  to  conceal  the 
words  eraseil,  Uis  obvioiu  and  natual  eoarse  would 


have  been,  to  have  omitted  them  altogether,  instead 
of  first  writing  them  down  and  then  making  an  era- 
sure that  rendered  the  sentence  unintelligible. 

Another  circumstance,  that  tends  to  satisfy  the 
committee  that  the  erasure  was  made  by  Uii,  is  tha 
manifest  diOerenee  between  the  Ink  with  which  the 
letter  la  written,  and  that  with  which  the  erasnitt 
is  made,  and  the  equally  striking  resemblince  be- 
tween the  ink  used  in  making  the  erasure  in  qaes- 
tion,  and  that  used  In  making  otiier  erasures  in  the 
nune  letter,  which  Uii  acknowledges  were  mada 
bj  himself.  It  is  obvious  to  the  committee,  that 
the  «ord"the"is  left  unobllterated  immediately 
preceding  the  erasure,  in  order  to  raise  a  stlspicioa 
that  the  word  "Secretary,"  or  "Secretary  of  War," 
occufJed  the  blotted  space  which  followed;  But 
not  underatani^ng  the  rules  of  grammar,  which, 
otherwise,  is  an  Ingenious  device,  has  left  vlmble  the 
words  "  who  ore  concerned,"  immediately  after  the 
erasure ;  from  which  it  is  evident  that  Uie  daflnlte 
article  preceding  tho  erasure  most  have  agreed,  not 
with  "  Secretary,"  but  with  some  common  substan- 
tive In  the  plural  number,  such  as  "the  other  gentle- 
men," "the  rest  of  the  gentlemen,"  according  to 
the  explanation  given  by  Major  Vandeventer.  This 
explanation  of  the  words  obUterated,  which  Is 
almost  self-evident,  concluuvely  shows  that  Vande- 
venter could  have  no  motive  to  make  the  oblitera- 
tion, and  03  clearly  shows  the  base  motives  by  which 
Mix  must  have  been  actuated  in  making  it. 

If,  to  these  circumstances,  we  add  the  oath  of 
Hajor  Vandeventer,  that  he  did  not  make  the  era- 
sure, the  fact  that  Uii  did  is  established  by  a  con- 
clusive weight  of  evidence. 

On  his  firat  examination,  Ulx  stated  that,  previ- 
ons  to  the  13th  of  April,  1831,  he  presented  to  Hr. 
Calhotm,  among  other  papers  explanatory  of  his 
claims,  a  letter  from  Major  Vandeventer  to  him, 
(Mil,)  written  whilst  they  were  both  in  the  city  at 
New  York,  dated  the  lit  of  April,  I8S1,  and  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  which  Vandeventer 
had  that  morning  written,  from  Kew  York,  to  Mr. 
Calhoun.  In  the  first  instance,  Uii  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  could  not  recollect  the  contenta 
of  the  confidential  letter,  farther  than  that  it  in- 
formed Ur.  Calhoun  that  Mix  had  been  brought  to 
tcrma,  and  wooid  consent  to  the  transfer  to  Golds- 
borough. 

He  afterwards,  during  the  same  examination, 
stated  that  It  contained  something  about  Vande* 
venter's  going  abroad  upon  a  foreign  mission.  A. 
member  of  the  committee  perceiving  that  ho  had  a 
paper  In  bis  band,  to  which  he  occarfonally  refers 
red,  asked  if  that  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion. He  said  that  it  was  not  a  correct  copy,  but 
that  he  had  two  others  at  home,  one  of  which  was 
correct,  or  nearly  so.  On  being  requested  to  give 
up  the  paper  he  held  in  hie  band,  he  refused,  stating 
that  it  was  too  incorrect  to  be  exhibited  u  a  copy. 
The  next  day  he  produced  the  two  other  alleged 
copies,  together  with  the  one  he  had  refused  to 
give  np  the  day  before.  On  being  asked  which  of 
the  three  was  the  moat  correct  copy,  ho  said  he 
could  not  tell,  but  stated  that  they  were  all  coined 
froni  the  original  whileit  was  in  his  possession.  Ha 
now  stated  that  he  lost  the  letter  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  five  or  six  months  or  a  year  before 
Ur.  Calhoun  left  It. 

He  fjither  suted,  that  Hr.  Calhoun,  In  the  pres- 
ence of  General  Uacomb  and  Caplabi  Smith,  <rf'  the 
Corpa,  took  the  bundle  of  papers,  laid 
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,  and  eaid  he  would 


from  five  tD  Ku  miautea,  tni  « 
r.  Calhoun  from  the  audieoce  room,  re- 
quelling  cilher  to  see  him  or  bare  hii  papers  return- 
ed. That  the  bundle  was  preaeuted  to  him  b;  the 
neaseager,  and,  on  examining  it,  be  perceived  that 
the  letter  of  the  1st  of  AprU,  1821,  wai  miaidng; 
that  he  immediately  vent  into  Ur.  Calhoun'e  room 
and  slated  the  fact  that  a  paper  was  miBsing,  upon 
nhich  Ur.  Calhoun  called  Uajor  Vandeventer,  and 
sskcd  bim  if  he  knew  anj  thing  of  it.  Major  Tan- 
deventcr  answered  piomptlj,  no  ;  and  Ur.  Calhoun, 
looking  slernlj,  flrat  at  Tandeventer,  and  then  at 
Mil,  aaid  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

On  eiamioing  the  three  copies,  tbejr  are  all  found 
to  Dgrea  toterahl;  well  in  lubstance,  but  differ  both 
in  Ibe  arrangement  and  conatruction  of  the  sen- 
tences, and  in  the  words  used  to  express  tlie  same 
idea.  The  compoation  ia  evidently  that  of  an  tl> 
Uterate  man,  who  docs  not  understand  the  rules  of 
gnmmatical  cooBtruction. 

Major  VaodcTenter  denies,  unequivocally,  that 
lia  ever  wrote  such  a  letter  to  Hr.  Calhoun,  and  also 
states,  that  on  the  occaKon  alluded  (o  by  Mix,  when 
lie  stales  (he  loss  of  the  letter  in  the  Ucpartmcnt  of 
War,  be  had  nothing  further  to  do  titb  the  bundle 
of  papers  than  to  lake  then  from  Ur.  Calhoun's  ta- 
ble, in  coni[diance  with  his  order,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  meseenger  at  the  door,  to  be  handed  by  him 
to  Hi.  Uii.  He  also  states  that  the  bundle  ap- 
peared not  to  bare  been  opened  at  all  i  and  Cap- 
tain Smith  also  says  that  Mr.  Calboan  was  engaged 
In  ofGclal  business  vitb  him  during  the  whole  time 
the  papers  remained  there. 

The  committee  hare  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing 
these  alleged  copes  of  a  confidential  letter  from 
U^or  YandeTenter  10  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  groea 
fabrications,  and  that  the  whole  story  about  receiv- 
ing such  a  letter  from  Tandeveater,  and  losing  it 
In  the  Department  of  War,  i»  a  tissue  of  falsehood 
throughout. 

To  ssy  nothing  of  Ifii's  cnaracter,  and  the  posi- 
tive  denial  of  Vandevenier,  both  as  to  the  fact  of 
writing  such  a  letter,  and  as  to  the  fact  of  taking  it 
out  of  the  bundle  in  the  Department  of  War,  the 
story  is,  in  itself,  so  improbable,  and  contains  so 
many  internal  evidences  of  fabrication,  that  the 
committee  feel  bound  to  reject  the  papers  presented 
as  forgeries. 

It  appears  that  H^or  Yandeventer  bad  gone  to 
New  York  to  prevail  upon  Uiz  to  con^nt  to  the 
transfer  to  Goldsborough,  and  had  succeeded  in  that 
object  by  personal  communication.  It  is  quite 
likely,  therefore,  that  he  used  all  the  a^uments  he 
could  suggest  in  the  conversations  he  had  wiih  Uii 
on  the  subject,  previous  to  obtaining  his  consent; 
and  it  is  particularly  to  be  presumed,  that,  if  be  bad 
any  thing  confidential,  he  would  have  communi- 
cated it  verbally,  and  not  in  writing. 

Nothing  can  be  more  unnatural  and  improbable 
upon  tbeuceofil,  than  that  he  would  have  rormally 
reduced  to  writing,  and  sent  to  a  man  who  was  in 
'  the  same  city  nith  bim,  confidenlial  matter,  which 
be  must  have  previously  stated  in  conversation,  if 
the  whole  be  not  a  fabrication.  In  addition  to  the 
improbability  of  the  story  itself,  the  papers  pre- 
sented as  copies  of  the  confidential  letter  have  In- 
temal  evidences  of  their  hsving  been  fabricated  by 
Uix.  He  swears  that  they  were  all  taken  from  the- 
original,  whilst  in  his  possession.    If  he  had  merely 


one,  and  all  the  objects  o(  copying  would  be  de- 
feated by  not  making  Ibe  copy  accurate.  Kow,  it 
is  found  that  all  the  Uiree  coidea,  taken,  as  hesaji; 
from  ths  same  original,  differ  from  each  oUier  in 
the  construction,  compodtion,  and  arrai^ement  of 
the  sentences.  But  the  most  conclusive  badge  of 
forgery  stamped  upon  the  papers  tfaemadvesi,  if 
their  composition.  They  are  evidently  MBDposed 
by  an  illiterate  man,  who  does  not  nadervtand  tfae 
art  of  writing  good  EngUsb,  and  correspond,  in  this 
respect,  with  the  general  character  of  Ilix's  cOB>- 
position.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  Ictteca  of  Ha- 
jor  Yandeventer,  it  is  obvious  that  he  writea  cor- 
rectly and  grammatically.  lfor«over.  It  is  h^;ldy 
improbable,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  Mix  riMnld 
have  taken  three  separate  copies,  ualese  we  Buppcm 
he  had  a  foresight  of  its  loss ;  and  even  if  that  Iu4 
been  the  case  he  would  have  taken  one  correct  cop;, 
instead  of  three  incorrect  ones.  The  story  rdative 
to  the  loss  of  the  original  is  equally  improbnbU, 
and  ia  accompanied  by  palpable  contradictions. 
Me  first  stated  that  he  lost  it  previoiia  to  the  lUh 
of  April,  1821 ;  and,  afterwards,  that  It  waa  five  or 
cii  months,  or  a  year,  before  Mr.  Calhoan  l«fl  (be 
Department  of  War.  That  he  should  have  l«ft  the 
papers  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  he  deliberatdy  exam- 
ined, and  relumed,  and  asked  for  them  in  five  or  ni 
minutes,  can  only  be  accounted  for  upon  the  sapp> 
sition  that  his  object,  from  the  beginidng,  was  to 
give  aplaosible  face  to  the  story  he  was  inventing. 

The  whole  of  his  evidence  relative  to  this  letter, 
is  contradictory  and  euG[»eious.  He  stated,  in  the 
first  instance,  that  One  of  the  coiNes  was  nearly  cor- 
rect, but  that  the  one  he  then  had  with  him  waa  m 
inaccurate  that  he  would  not  present  it.  The  next 
day,  when  he  produced  all  three  of  the  copies,  he 
could  not  tel!  which  was  the  most  aocurate,  or 
whether  the  one  which  he  had  refused  to  give  np^ 
as  being  too  inaccurate,  was  Ices  accurate  than  the 
reat.  That  copy,  in  fact,  contains  all  that  the  oth- 
ers contain,  and  is  at  least  equally  as  full  as  tbey  are. 

The  next  portion  of  ^e  testimony  of  Mix,  which 
the  committee  think  proper  to  notice  sepaiatety,  is 
tholellcrofMajor  Yandeventer,  of  the  nth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1820,  which  be  produced  on  bis  Mcood  ex- 
amination, with  the  accompanying  tsstimony,  given 
by  him,  as  to  the  execntioQ  of  the  aecood  bond. 
Major  Yandeventer  had  stated  that  tiie  second  bond 
was  executed  a  short  time  after  tlie  first,  to-«lt, 
some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  Fall  of  1E18. 

Mix  produced  this  letter  of  the  17th  of  October, 
1620,  written  by  Yandeventer  to  him,  at  New  Yo^ 
in  which  Mix  is  requested  to  "  attend  to  the  bond." 
Seixiog  upon  this  eiprenuon  in  Yandeventer^  let- 
ter, to  give  color  to  bis  story,  he  swears  (hat  ths 
bond  was  executed  in  New  York  about  the  date  of 
the  letter,  and  that  the  reference  in  that  letter  was 
to  the  executing  of  the  hood.  Alter  repeatedly 
swearing  to  (his  fact,  in  answer  to  several  qnes- 
tiong,  he  was  asked  if  he  distinctly  recollected  to 
have  ngned  the  bond,  and  to  have  seen  Ibe  sotetiei 
BigQ  it  in  the  latter  port  of  1820.  To  this  be  an- 
swered, that  be  ^stinctly  recollected  aiguing  t)w 
bond,  but  not  in  the  fall  of  1820.  He  theo  admit- 
ted, that  the  second  bond  was  executed  a  short  time 
after  the  first.  Major  Yandeventer  slates,  that  (be 
request  in  the  letter  of  the  17tb  October,  leao, 
about  (he  bond,  referred  to  the  procurement  of  (be 
cerliBcate  of  the  Recorder,  as  to  ths  suflicicncy  ot 
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m  i  u>d  General  SwiA  iwesra,  that  the 
Kcond  boudvu  lodged  ia  the  Engineer  Depart- 
Bent  intbe  Fall  of  1818,  before  be  left  the  ofiloe  of 
Chief  Bogincer. 

It  |j  erideDt,  therefore,  that  the  whole  of  Ifii's 
iMtimoD;,  rcIa^Ta  to  the  execDtioD  of  the  Bccond 
bond, in  IBgl),iswuitonlirandmalicioutlj{Uae,uid 
jalended  to  dUoredit  VandeveDteT. 

The  Uat  piece  of  the  teatiman;  of  Elijah  Mix, 
qua  which  the  oominittee  deem  it  neceassry  to 
weDOonce  a  »epacale  and  BpcciSo  opinion,  ia  the 
Mter  of  llajor  VandevecCer,  of  the  third  of  Au- 

ClSlg,  with  tbe  accompaDjing  eiptanatlooi. 
letter  was  produced  at  the  cioie  of  his  second 
euiniiiation,  after  he  had  repeatedif  stated  that  he 
had  no  other  leltera  of  Tanderenter  la  his  postea- 
Kon.  The  letter  was  mutilated  in  aereral  plaeea 
b]>  cutting  oat  words ;  and  aa  these  mutUmtione 
render  the  letter  nniiiteUigible  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  committee  feel  it  their  dutj  to  express  their 
opinion,  both  ae  to  the  peraon  wbo  made  them,  and 
aa  to  the  object  for  which  thej  were  made.  Thej 
hare  no  heeitation  io  saying  tbej  were  made  hj 
Kit,  lor  the  parpose  of  exciting  auapicion  against 
Hr.  OalhoBo,  «Qd  that  he  is  oot  to  be  credited  when 
ha  lajl  that  it  was  done  by  VandeTenter.  That  the 
EeoM  may  bare  the  means  of  eatimaltng  the  char- 
acter of  thie  wjtneas,  the  committee  hare  thought 
it  expedient  to  slate,  bticSy  and  distinct];,  the  ci> 
CDHtMnces  connected  with  this  port  of  his  testimo- 
ny. Sen  the  close  of  bis  last  examination,  he 
Tolnntarily  stated  to  the  committee,  that,  tiace  bis 
£nt  eisminatlon,  llajor  TandeTenter  h^  come  to 
htm,  and  reqneslcd  to  know  whether  be  could  find 
the  letter  of  the  3d  of  August,  stating  that  he  de- 
Bred  penniaeioQ  to  cut  out  or  erase  certain  words 
that  were  in  it ;  that  he  ( Xix)  found  Che  letter  the 
next  day,  and  carried  it  to  Vanderenter,  at  the 
Department  of  War,  wbo  requested  bim  not  to 
tfeik  ibont  it  there,  for  that  they  were  watched,  and 
>Doid  be  OTerhcard,  and  proposed  to  go  to  tbo 
boose  of  MiK  that  DigbC,  to  converse  with  him  on 
tberabjecti  th»  Yandevontcr  came  to  his  house, 
■KOnSngiy,  and  prcToiled  upon  him,  by  importu- 
nity, to  permit  the  letter  M  be  mutilated,  and  that 
it  was  mntiluicd  accordingly,  by  VandeTenter.  In 
answer  to  repeated  questiona,  seeliing  to  ascertain 
the  words  cut  out,  he  always  answered  that  he  did 
not  know  any  tiling  of  them;  yet  stated  that  the 
words  out  out,  in  two  separate  places,  were,  ho  be- 
Bered,  the  nme. 

KqorTaaderenler,  on beingTocaUed,  stated  that 
h(  had  nerer  seen  the  letter  in  question  since  he 
wrote  it ;  that  Hix  nerer  had  been  to  see  him  at  the 
Diwiment  of  War  since  bis  flrat  eiaminaUon. 

Independently  of  the  esUbliahed  Infamy  of  Uii's 
ehancter,  and  the  poslive  denial  of  Major  Vande- 
Tenter, Ibis  ilory  has  ail  the  cbarocteriatica  of  a  fab- 
rication. Kothmg  is  moro  improbable,  than  that 
Major  Vanderentcr  should  bale  placed  himself  com- 
plelely  In  the  power  of  an  enemy,  who  was  using 
erery  effort  to  destroy  his  character ;  and,  if  be  hud 
•rerdone  so,  be  would  rather  hate  obt^ned  poa- 
•eiiion  of  the  letter,  and  destroyed  it,  than  have  left 
ilin  the  bands  of  his  enemy,  Just  so  far  mutilated  ae 
to  eieila  suspicion,  and  no  fuiber.  For  it  Is  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  word  "  the"  is  artfully  left  im- 
■ediately  preceding  two  or  three  of  the  excisions, 
with  the  now,  no  doabt,  of  making  the  impreeeion 
that  (be  word  "Etecretary"  existed  in  the  space  cut 
out ;  though  Mis  repeatedly  e^d  tiiftt  hs  did  not 


know  what  were  tlie  words  cut  out.  The  eommlt- 
tee,  therefore,  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  ths 
mutilations  in  the  letter  were  made  by  Uix. 

This  contr&ct,  though  formed  on  the  £Stb  of 
July,  1818,  twtween  Qenerol  J.  G.  Swift,  Chief  En- 
glneer.oa  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Elijah 
Uix,  for  Umself,  for  tbe  deliTery  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone,  at  the  Kp  Raps,  in 
Hampton  Beads,  was  soon  afterwards  divided  into 
four  parts,  aa  will  be  shown  by  the  letters  of  Usjor 
Vandevenler,  bearing  date  the  8d  and  7tb  of  An- 
gnst,  1818,  in  the  manner  fallowing:  One-fourth  part 
to  Mil,  one-fourth  part  to  Vande renter,  one-fourth 
part  to  Jennings,  and  one-fourth  part  to  a  person 
whose  name  was  to  be  kept  secret. 

The  only  explanation  on  this  part  of  the  tobjeot, 
whicb  it  Is  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  giTo, 
ia  that  they  believed  the  enaures  and  excisions  fai 
the  letters  of  the  Sd  of  August,  1818,  and  the  ITth 
of  October,  1820,  contained  the  words  of  "the  Gen- 
eral" or  "General  Swift,"  as,  at  the  time  of  wHting 
tbem,  Major  Vanderenter  l>elieTed  General  Swift 
was  concerned  in  the  contract;  which  impresdon 
he  now  swears  was  made  by  the  representations  of 
Uii,  and  was  retained,  until  pending  the  inTcstiga- 
tion  in  182S,  when  the  Genera)  made  oath  that  ha 
never  had  been  interested  in  that  contract.  Mr. 
Jennings  also  sweais,  that  he  was  informed  by  Uls 
that  Gen.  Birilt  was  interested  in  his  contraot. 
Mix  also  admits  that  he  might  hare  told  VandsTen- 

Immediately  after  this  contract  was  closed,  a  bond 
was  given  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  conditions,  in  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  dated  tbo  Sth  of 
August,  1818,  and  signed  by  Elijah  Hix,  George 
Cooper,  Samuc!  Cooper,  and  James  Oakley.  Benlcd 
and  delivered  In  preaenoe  of  John  Hortin  and  Bizaoa 
UiUyer. 

To  which  ts  attached  the  following  certificate  of 
the  Recorder  of  New  York: 

"  The  sureties  having  been  by  me  dnly  sirorn,  I 
do  hereby  approve  of  them  as  good  and  sufficient. 

■'New  Yaax,Gth  Aug.  1816.  B.  RIKER." 

ITpon  this  bond's  being  received  at  the  Engineer 
Department,  an  advanee  of  (10,000  upon  the  con- 
tract was  mode  to  Uix,  by  a  droit  upon  the  branch 
Bank  of  the  U.  Sutes  at  New  York.  After  this 
period,  it  was  discovered  that  there  wore  two  errors 
in  the  bond ;  first,  that  it  was  for  the  delivery  of 
one  hundred  thousand  perch  of  stone,  instead  of  onft 
hundred  and  Ofty  thouaond,  which  the  contract 
called  for ;  next,  that  the  name  of  George  Cooper 
was  pUced  in  the  bond  as  One  of  tbe  contracton^ 
when  Uix  alone  was  tbe  contractor. 

Some  time  oiler  the  date  of  this  bond,  it  was  eon- 
celled,  and  one  ibrmed  to  suit  the  provisions  of  the 
contract,  in  ail  particulars,  and  was  fonrorded  to  tbe 
Engineer  Department,  which  second  bond  was  dated 
the  6th  of  Angnst,  1818,  tbe  some  day  on  which  the 
I  first  was  doted.  At  what  precise  period  this  bond 
I  was  received  at  the  Engineer  Department,  is  not 
I  known,  but,  if  the  testimony  of  General  Swill  and 
I  Uajor  Vondeventer  it  correct,  it  must  liave  been 
early  intbe  Fall  of  1818. 

The  sum  of  (10,000  was  drawn  fhnn  the  trea» 
ury,  it  ia  supposed,  upon  a  verbal  requisliion.  aa 
there  is  nothing  written  npon  the  subject.  This, 
however,  previous  to  the  date  of  this  transaction, 
I  was  sometimes  the  case,  as  appears  trom  the  tcsti- 
I  mony  of  Genenl  Swift,  and  from  the  o 
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Tbe  committee  tbink  it  IHirtler  necessary  to  state 
that  the  certificate  of  the  Recorder  of  New  York, 
which  was  attached  tothe  first  or  the  cancelled  bond, 
it  not  attached  to  the  second  or  neir  bond,  but  that, 
when  s  cop;  of  this  bond  VM  sent  to  k  committee 
of  the  Houie,  io  tbc  year  1823,  the  cop;  of  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  old  was  attached  to  Iha  new  bond, 
and  certified  bj  an  officer  to  be  a  true  copj.  The 
manner  in  which  this  irregularitir  happened,  is  ac- 
counted for  in  (he  testimony  of  Captain  Smith.  It 
does  not  appear,  [a  anj  part  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  United  Blatea  sustained  any  lEJury,  although 
there  were  some  irregularities. 

ARer  taluog  all  the  tenimony  irhieh  could  be  had, 
calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  aubject,  the  com- 
mittee feel  It  their  duty  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  tbe  evidence  warranting  «  bclief,or 
that  tends  to  induce  eren  tbe  eligbteet  suBpicloii,  that 
Ur.  Calhoun  was,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
cerned in  any  contract  made  with  the  Department 
of  War,  whilst  he  was  Hecretary  of  that  department, 
or  that  be  participated  in  the  proGts  of  any  such 
contract,  or  that  he  connired  at  any  such  parlicl- 
padon  in  any  of  hia  subordinate  officers;  and  that, 
In  their  opinion,  tbero  are  no  grounds  for  any  fur- 
ther proceedingB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plotd,  the  above  paper 
-was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Ur.  Saundbbb,  of  North  Carolina,  moved 
that  the  paper  referred  to  ia  the  report  of  the 
committee,  aa  ooataining  the  protest  of  Mr. 
UoDiTFFiB,  on  the  t>ehalf  of  Mr.  OiLHorN, 
egainst  c<;rttun  acts  of  the  committee,  be  now 
read. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  motion  was 
not  ia  order,  as  the  report  and  dooumenta  hod 
JQSt  been  laid  npon  the  table  by  the  Hoase,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  motion,  however, 
nd^t  be  received  bj  leave  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  pnt,  leave  was  granted 
tor  the  inotioa ;  and 
Mr.  Sacxdebs  renewed  hia  motion. 
Mr.  Wbioht  opposed  the  reading  of  this 
docnment,  unless  tho  other  doonments  accom- 
lianying  the  refwrt  were  read  also.  If  this 
were  read,  ha  Bhaald  call  for  the  reading  of  all 
thereat. 

Mr,  Sadhdebs  replied,  that,  shoald  the  gen- 
tleman do  so,  it  wonid  be  for  the  Hoose  to 
aaj  whether  his  call  shoald  be  complied  with. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  reading  the 
document,  embraced  by  the  motion  of  Mr 
Baunbsbs,  and  negatived — ^ayes  78,  nays  Bl, 

Mr.  FoESTTH  a-Mted  leave  to  present  a  peti 
tion  wliich  had  reference  to  the  subject  non 
before  the  Hoase, 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  F,  then  presented 
the  following  commimication : 

WisaiHQTOK,  Feb.  18, 182T. 
Sir :  I  cannot  but  express  my  re^t,  that  the  Se- 
IbqS  Conunittee  of  the  House  of 


[FcMtiuzT,  IBtT. 

appoinled  on  the  Yice  President's  letter  of  the  SMh 

of  December  last,  hare  not  accompanied  their  report 

the  House  by  a  communication  of  mine,  of  the 

Ist  instant,  explanatory  of  transactions,  as  &r  as  I 

-,m  concerned,  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  io- 

'eatigation.    Deeming  this  communication  aa  neces- 

sary  for  that  purpose,  I  herewith  traDamit  it,  with 

its  accompanying  docamenls,  and  pray  that  it  may 

be  received  by  the  Ilouse,  and  placed  among  the 

papers  presented  by  the  committee,  connected  witll 

this  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your 

Mt  obedient  servant,         C.  VANDEVENTBB. 

The  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  f  OBBTTB  said  that,  in  presenting  this 
petition,  he  did  not  intend  to  give  auj  atate- 
ment  of  his  own  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
petitioner.  He  knew  nothing  abont  the  testi- 
mony to  which  it  referred,  whether  of  an  m- 
calpatory  or  of  an  excnlpatory  character.  Ia 
presenting  it,  he  wonld  only  do  to  this  person 
an  act  of  justice  which  he  would  be  willing  to 
perform  in  nil  similar  cases.  He  concluded  hii 
observations,  by  moving  that  the  petition  and 
accompanying  documents  he  laid  npon  tbe 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Brbnt  osked  for  a  division,  of  the  mo- 
rn, and  that  the  question  be  first  taken  on 
laying  the  petition  on  the  table. 
The   qnestion  


The  qnestion  then  recnrred  on  printing  the 

Setition  and  document;  and  on  this  qnestion  a 
ebata  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Wbioitt,  Fob- 
stTO,  Bahtlett,  Clarke,  Stobrb,  Hauiltos, 
Weeus,  Livikobto!!',  Flots,  and  Bbest  took 
part. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  printing  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Vandcvcnter,  witli  tho  doca- 
ments  accompanying  it,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, without  a  count. 

CMJimereud  Intereovne  vdth  Steeden, 

Tbe  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tomukboi^ 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Bartlbit  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norw^ian  Tea- 
sels and  cargoes  from  discrimittating  duties. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  said  he  shonld  be  glad  to  know 
why  any  legislation  in  this  case  was  necessarr, 
farther  than  to  retorn  the  duties  that  had  u- 
ready  been  pud  since  the  expiration  of  tbe 
treaty.  The  act  of  1B24  placed  Swedish  vessels 
on  the  same  footing  with  our  own,  and  be 
could  not  see  what  more  was  necesBarr. 

Mr.  ToHLixeo.f  (Chairman  of  the  Gommit- 
teo  of  Commerce)  said  tliat  the  committee  had 
considered  this  case  as  not  coming  within  tbe 
express  provisions  of  the  act  of  1634,  and  henca 
the  necessity  for  legislation.  The  treaty  with 
Sweden  had  expired  in  Beptember  last,  and  oo 
its  expiration,  the  discriminating  duties  em- 
ponded  by  it  revived  of  coarse.  They  had  been 
abolished  by  the  treaty,  but,  when  that  trealT 
expired,  the  Government  of  Sweden,  throo^ 
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its  Charg^  des  Affurea  here,  had  informed  this 
Government  that  Sweden  would  oontinne  to 
observe  all  the  proviaiona  of  the  fonner  btatj 
till  E(  new  treaty  could  be  formed.  The  act  of 
ISSl  was  prospective  ;  bat  this  cose  did  not 
&11  strictly  within  its  terms.  Hence,  the  aab- 
ject  hod  been  referred  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
nnd«r  the  belief  it  is  presumed,  that  legislation 
was  necessary.  The  etipolationa  of  the  treaty 
extended  to  the  colony  of  St.  Bartholomews, 
and  provided  that  there  shonld  be  a  reciprocity 
and  equality  of  dntiea  between  vessels  owned 
not  otdy  by  citizens  of  the  mother  country,  but 
also  by  the  naturalized  inhabitants  of  that  col- 
ony of  Sweden,  It  was  doubted  whether  the  act 
of  1824  embraced  this  case.  In  our  existing 
relations  with  another  Government,  in  respect 
to  the  colonial  trade,  it  was  important  that  this 
point  should  be  pot  beyond  doubt,  and  thot 
Swedish  vessels  from  the  island  of  St.  Barts 
riionld  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  free 
from  disoriniinating  duties,  in  order  to  secure 
to  our  vessels  a  like  privilege  in  that  island. 
As  Congress  was  in  session,  it  was,  by  the  com- 
mittee, deemed  expedient  that  the  suspending 
of  the  law  aftinld  be  the  act  of  Congress,  rather 
than  the  act  of  the  Eieantive. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  sdd  he  was  entirely  satisfied  by 
the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Conneo- 
ticnt,  and  he  would  now  offer  an  amendment, 
in  the  form  of  a  new  section,  to  the  bill. 

"  Sec.  8.  And  bt  il  furt/irr  tnaettd,  That  so  nnch 
of  tbe  >ct  concerning  narigation,  ind  of  the  acta 
imposing  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  on  vessels,  and 
srUdes  imported  \a  vesBcIs  into  tbe  United  States, 
as  are  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  tho  treaty  be- 
tween the  tinited  Btates  and  the  Idngdom  of  Den. 
mark,  the  ratifications  wbcreof  were  eichinged  on 
the  lOth  day  of  August,  1826,  shall  be,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  conven- 
tion, and  during  the  continuance  thereof^  deemed 
■ad  taken  to  be  of  no  force  or  effect." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  bad  sent 
to  the  House  two  other  treaties,  one  with  Den- 
mark, and  the  other  with  tbe  Repoblio  of  Oen- 
trikl  America.  These  treaties  stipulate  for  an 
^tenvtion  in  tlie  Navigation  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  Laws  of  Tonnage  and  Imposts.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
presented  to  the  House  any  proportion  for 
an  act  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  yet 
both  of  these  treaties  were  now  in  a  course  of 
execution.  The  Navigation  Law  of  the  ooimtry 
was  openly  disregarded,  as  well  as  the  laws  im- 
posing disorimimiting  duties.  Now,  according 
to  a  solemn  decision  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
seotativee,  the  power  to  suspend  these  laws 
does  not  belong  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  cannot  alter  the  commercial  laws 
of  the  ooimtry,  imposing  duties  and  imposts, 
without  the  consent  of  t^  House,  This  mat- 
ter hod  long  eince  been  solemnly  argned,  and 
de6nitivelr  settled.  If  tbe  amendment  which 
had  now  been  i^ered  should  be  adopted  by 


the  House,  he  would  then  offer  another,  for 
the  exeoution  of  the  other  treaty. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Fob- 
stth'b  amendment,  and  it  was  n^atived  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

WBDNKSDiT,  Pebruary  14. 
Otnaral  Appropriation  Bm—Taeulaya  Mit- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  went  into 
Committ«e  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Lathbop  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1827. 

The  question  ansing  on  agreeing  to  the  item 
appropriating  9,000  aollsrs  for  an  ontfit  for  a 
Minister  to  succeed  Mr.  Anderson,  at  the  Cou~ 
gresB  of  Tacnbaya — 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  the  chairman  to  put  the 
question  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  clause  Just 
read,  with  $9,000.  By  a  document  lying  on 
the  tables,  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  81,000  dollars  of  tbe  appro- 
priation of  the  hist  year  of  60,000  doUnrs.  Mr. 
F.  supposed  an  ontfit  hod  been  paid  to  Mr.  Ser- 
geant and  one  to  Mr,  Anderson,  The  pro- 
Eosed  outfit  is  for  Mr.  Poinsett,  our  Minister  at 
[exico.  The  fact  that  this  gentleman  had  been 
selected  for  this  mission,  Lad  been  stated  in 
the  public  papers.  We  have  just  appropriated 
the  sum  for  his  salary  as  Minister  to  Mexico^ 
where  he  is  to  remain  Minister,  If  this  al- 
lowance of  a  full  outfit  is  to  bo  made,  there  is 
a  sufficient  sum  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  its  payment  The  unexpended  balance 
is  chargeable  with  S,000  dollars,  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Sergeant,  2,000  dollars  salary  of  Secretary 
of  Legation,  add  9,000  for  an  ontfit  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  and  there  is  still  a  balance  of  11,000 
dollars  of  the  sum  orifrinally  appropriated.  It 
being  apparent  that  a  farther  appropriation  of 
money  was  unueceasary,  Mr.  F.  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  reason  of  tbe  insertion  of  this 
item  in  the  appropriation  bill.  It  might  be 
intended  to  procore  an  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress  on  the  amonnt  of  tiie  outfit  to 
be  allowed,  or  on  the  policy  of  the  transfer  of 
onr  Ministers  from  Panama  to  Tacubaya,  If 
either  object  was  contemplated,  Mr.  F.  was  un- 
willing to  le^slate  to  afford  pretext  for  a  con- 
clusion, however  erroneous,  that  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  were  satMed  with  the 
cdurse  pursued. 

Of  the  amonnt  of  outfit^  the  President,  by 
the  act  of  1810,  was  anthoriied  to  determine. 
He  would  leave  him  to  exercise  this  power  on 
his  own  responMbility,  That  act  permits  a 
year's  salary  to  be  given  as  an  ontflC-— does  not 
require  it  to  be  given ;  the  President  may  give 
as  much  lees  as  he  chooses — he  cannot  give 
more.  In  the  present  case,  Mr.  F.  did  not 
think  that  a  fult  allowance  was  justifiable. 
Tacubaya  is  within  two  leagues  (six  miles)  of 
Mexico,  where  the  Minister  resides.  The  trav- 
elling thither,  and  temporary  short  reaidenoes, 
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ai  circnmstanceB  might  reqair«,  could  no 

attended  with  serious  inconveniences  or  great 
expense.  He  woald  be  UQwilliiif;,  therefore, 
to  do  an;  thiog  b;  which  the  public  should  be 
led  to  believfl  tliat  we  thought  the  appropria- 
tion proper.  Yet,  if  the  Presidant,  on  his  re- 
pponsibiiit;,  allowed  a  full  outfit,  Hr.  F.  cer- 
tunl7  would  not  moke  it  hereafter  a  subject  of 
complaint 

Ur.  WiOKLtiTK  said  that  the  explanation  fur- 
nished by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
CooE,)  bad  not  satisfied  bis  tnind  that  it  was 
necessary  or  expedient  to  make  this  appropria' 
tion  of  fl,CKIO  dollars,  for  an  outfit  to  Mr.  Foin- 
Ktt,  who  a  associated  with  Mr.  Bei^eant  in 
thb  new  misuon  at  Tacuba^o. 

First,  it  is  not  necessary  to  appropriate  the 
money,  becaose  there  is  yet  left  unexpended 
enough  of  the  40,000  dollars  appropriated  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  defray  the  ex- 
peuaes  of  the  Panama  raisuon.  If  yon  will  al- 
low to  Mr.  Sergeant  his  whole  year's  salary  of 
f9,000  and  outfit  $9,000,  eqnal  to  $18,000 ;  to 
Mr,  Anderson  his  outfit,  $9,000  ;  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Legation,  $3,000 — iiKall,  $29,000 ;  there 
yet  remains  the  sum  of  11,000  dollars,  snbject 
to  the  disposition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Surely  this  sum  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  pay  tlie  contingent  expenses  of  our  Minis- 
ters, and  Mr.  Poinsett's  extraordinary  expenses 
for  the  temporary  change  which  he  may  find 
it  necessary  to  make  daring  the  session  of  this 
congress  of  nations. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  tells  tis,  that  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  40,000  dollars, 
made  at  the  lost  session,  will  be  required  to  pay 
Mr.  Poinsett's  salary  as  Minister  associated 
with  Mr.  Sergeant  in  this  new  mission.  This 
certainly  is  not  correct.  By  the  previous  sec- 
tion in  this  bill,  we  have  appropriated  9,000 
dollars  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister  at  Mexico, 
who  is  Mr.  Poinsett.  Does  the  gentleman 
contemplate  the  payment  of  a  double  salary 
and  an  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  equal  to'  3T,000 
dollars  per  annum  ?  or  does  he  intend  the 
House  to  nnderstand  that  the  President  will 
send  a  new  Minister  to  Mexico  I  When  Ur. 
Anderson  was  appointed  to  the  Congress  at 
Panama,  ho  was  still  regarded  as  the  Minister 
to  Colombia. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  am,  in  the 
second  place,  against  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing this  outfit  of  $9,000,  Mr.  Poinsett  has  been 
required  to  represent,  together  with  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, this  nation,  in  the  Congress  of  Tocubaya, 
a  distance  tirom  his  present  residence  of  nine 
miles,  and  yon  propose  to  give  him,  by  this 
bill,  9,000  dollars  besides  his  salary  of  9,000 
dollars,  for  the  trouble,  expense,  and  inconven- 
ience he  may  be  subjected  to,  by  a  travel  of 
nine  miles ;  and  this  is  done  nnder  the  name  of 
an  outfit.  So  far  as  the  Minister  of  Mexico 
shall  be  subject  to  any  extraordinary  expense, 
I  am  willing  that  a  snfiicient  sum  be  appropri- 
ated to  meet  that  eipeuse,  if  the  11,000  dollars 
bo  not  thought  equal  to  that  object. 


MMat.  (TtenuxT,  1827. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  admitted  that  he  had  erred  in 
stating  the  amount  of  last  year's  appropriation; 
it  was  $40,000,  and  not  $50,000,  as  has  been 
supposed.  This  did  not,  however,  afi*e«t  hi* 
argument,  which  was  founded,  not  on  the  ram 
appropriated,  but  on  the  unexpended  balance 
of  $81,000.  According  to  his  first  estimate 
there  was  a  balance  of  $11,000,  after  allowing 
full  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett;  as  Mr.  Sergeant'! 

itfit,  and  Mr.  Anderson's,  were  yet  to  be  paid, 


estimate  from  the  Department  of  State,  or  the 
calculations  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Mr.  F.  would  be  glad  to  see  tbem. 
By  way  of  retort  on  the  gentleman  from  llli- 
nob  who  had  set  him  right  about  the  $40,000, 
be  would  correct  an  error  of  that  gentlemai), 
affecting  the  result  of  his  own  calculation.  He 
had  charged  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year 
witb  an  outfit  for  a  Secretary  of  Legation — 
Secretaries  of  Legations  receive  no  outfits. 

Hr.  F.  B^d  he  had  been  asked,  if  it  coold  be 
intended  to  question  the  right  of  the  beirs  of 
Hr.  Anderson  to  the  amount  of  on  outfit.  Cer- 
tainly noL  His  representatives  atVcntitled  to 
it.  If  not  paid,  it  must  be  paid.  That  estima- 
ble man  performed  along  and  dangerous  joui^ 
ney  :  painful,  toilsome,  and  expensive.  He  fell 
a  victim  to  the  common  disease  of  the  climate 
into  which  he  was  sent  to  perform  public  ser- 
vice. Surely  these  circumstances  give  a  claim 
to  necnniary  rewards,  as  great  as  any  which 
could  be  argued  in  favor  of  his  nominal  asso- 
ciate in  the  mission — who  bad  remained  amns- 
in^  himself  in  Philadelphia  in  attending  to  his 
private  concerns — who  remained  at  homo  ivhile 
the  Congress  of  Panama  was  in  session,  and 
was  gone  to  look  for  it  when  it  is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  CooE  repeated  the  statement  be  bad 
made  when  lost  up.  The  appropriation  grant- 
ed at  the  last  Congress,  was  $40,000.  Of  this 
sum,  36,000  dollars  was  rcfjuircd  for  outfit 
and  salary  for  one  year;  S,000  dollars  for  Sec- 
retary, md  3,000  for  contingencies,  absorbed 
that  sum.  The  Minister  appointed  had  now 
gone  to  his  post.  He  was  entitled  to  $9,000 
outfit,  and  to  his  salary;  at  the  end  of  the  year 
$9,000  more.  Tlio  Minister  at  Colombia  vaa 
to  receive  $9,000,  and  his  Secretory  $2,000 ; 
this  made  29,000  doUurs.  The  heirs  of  Mr.  An- 
dercon  were  entitled  to  receive  his  salary  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Another  Minister  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  him  was  entitled  to  his  sal- 
ary of  $9,000.  This  absorbed  the  whole  ram 
already  approprialed.  The  question  now  was, 
whether  out  Minister  at  Mexico  should  have 
an  outfit  on  going  to  a  new  mission  at  Tacn- 
baya.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  seemed  to  proceed  on 
the  snpposition  tliat  an  outfit  was  to  be  al- 
lowed much  in  the  same  manner  with  mileage. 
many  miles  travel,  so  much  outfit;  but  the 
Government  did  not  proceed  on  this  principle 

•they  wished  the  diplomatic  serrices  abould 
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be  performed  at  tm  cheap  a  rate  m  ooiiiport«d 
vith  Uie  reject  dne  to  a  pnblio  reprasentative 
of  the  nation.  In  seaoriog  h)  anch  a  represent- 
ttive  the  meaoi  of  appearing  with  reapecta- 
bility,  they  conmlted  the  nation's  honor;  and 
M>  Benaible  was  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  of 
the  propriety  of  this  principle,  that  he  had,  at 
the  last  aeaslon,  avowed  it  as  hie  opinion,  that 
Hie  ialaries  atiowed  by  this  Government  to  their 
Ministers  abroad,  were  insufficient,  and  ought 
to  be  increased.  Theobjectof  granting  an  ont- 
fit  was  to  enable  a  public  person,  who  repre- 
sented the  character  and  honor  of  his  coontry 
at  the  oonrt  of  a  foreign  nation,  to  appear  tbere 
in  a  suitable  manner ;  and  to  do  this,  it  was 
indispensable  that  he  should  conform,  hi  some 
degree,  to  the  ideas  and  habits  which  there 
prevailed.  Those  who  bad  had  experience  on 
this  sobjeet,  woold  be  disposed  rather  to  sav 
that  S^OOO  doQars  was  too  little  than  too  mndi 
for  this  purpose.  In  the  present  inatanee,  our 
IGnister  at  Mexico  woola  have  to  go  into  a 
wilderness  conotry,  where  no  oonveniences  or 
accommodations  could  be  procured,  but  at  great 
expense.  When  there,  he  was  to  meet  the 
representatives  of  the  United  Sovereignties  of 
the  soatherii  hemisphere.  Under  ciroumstan- 
oes  like  these,  did  gentlemen  wish  that  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  should  be  placed 
on  a  humbler  footing  than  those  with  whom 
he  was  to  associate  f  If  they  did,  he  could  as- 
sure them,  and  so  could  any  one  who  was  ao- 


would  never  consent  to  degrade  his  country  in 

the  ^ea  of  all  the  nations  of  the  South.  Was 
this  House  prepared  to,B^  that  he  should  pre- 
sent himself  before  that  Congress  without  the 
means  of  appearing  reEvectable!  He  asked, 
ewiecially,  the  personal  friends  of  Mr,  Poinsett, 
whether  tbey  would  consent  to  this  I  If  they 
were  willing  to  send  him  penniless  on  sach  an 
errand,  or  without  enough  scarce  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  lodging,  let  tbem  refuse  to  grant  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  MoOoT  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  there  mnst  be  a  balance  of  $11,000  still 
remaining,  out  of  the  $40,000  appropriated  for 
the  Fsnama  Mission,  at  the  last  session.  But 
whether  or  no,  he  could  see  no  great  propriety 
in  allowing  an  outfit  of  9,000  dcdlara  for  travel- 
ling tiie  distance  of  only  nine  miles,  to  attend 
"a  new  court."  For  hu  part,  he  never  before 
understood  that  there  was  to  be  any  "new 
oonrt "  at  Tacnbaya,  or  that  travelling  nine 
miles  from  the  City  of  Mexico,  would  bring  the 
traveller  into  "  a  now  country." 

Mr.  In'oium  said,  if  there  be  any  one  point 
on  which  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  give  us  mi- 
nute, accurate,  and  certun  information,  it  is  in 
Uiose  matters  which  deT>end  on  calculation ; 
and  I  do  think,  said  he,  tney  are  bound  to  sat- 
isfy the  House,  before  tboy  can  expect  aupport, 
that  their  calculations  are  correct ;  they  have 
been  called  upon  again  and  ag^u  to  fbnush  tlie 


items  of  expenditure  charged  on  tlie  fond  of 
$40,000  appropriated  last  year,  and  yet  no 
member  seems  to  understand  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  what  those  items 
are ;  the  calculation  mnst  certainly  be  very 
simple,  not  involving  the  slightest  difficulty, 
and  yet  it  is  not  given.  We  appropriated  last 
year  40,000  dollars — out  of  this  the  following 
items  are  to  be  paid : 
Hr,  Sergeant's  salary  and  ontflt,  -  $18,000 
Kr.  Andenon's  entSC,        ...  9,000 

Becretary's  salary,         ....       2,000 
Contingencies,  ....  ^oOO 

$31,000 
Which  leaves  a  balauM  of  •  9,000 

$40,000 

We  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Anderson's  sal- 
ary as  Minister  to  Colombia  is  chargeable  on 
this  fimd,  but  we  find  that  provided  for  in  the 

general  appropriation  bill. 

If,  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  has  at  his 
disposal  an  unexpended  balance  of  9,000  dol- 
lars of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  year,  why 
is  it  necessary  to  give  an  additional  sum.  We 
ought  not  to  put  at  the  discretion  of  any  offi- 
cer a  larger  sum  than  the  publio  serrioes  re- 
quire ;  and  if  we  look  back  into  the  history  of 
oUowances  for  public  Ministers,  we  shall  find 
some  of  a  very  extraordinary  character,  which 
wUl  fiimish  good  cause  for  scrutinizing  these 
appropriations  hereafter,  and  confining  uiem  to 
specific  objects.  The  law  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  public  Ministers  declares  that  the  salary 
shall  be  9,000  dollars  a  year,  and  that  the 
ontfit  shall  not  exceed  one  year  a  salary,  which 
shall  be  "  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  personal 
oes  and  expenses;"  the  outfit  is  placed  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  and  it  haa  sev- 
eral times  happened  tliat  when  a  Mmister  waa 
sent  on  a  special  mission,  the  President  had 
agreed  to  allow  him  his  personal  expenses,  not 
to  exceed  an  ontfit;  but  in  no  case  that  has 
i  under  my  notice,  has  an  outfit  been  al- 
lowed, and  personal  expepsea  in  addition,  un- 
til the  Ghent  Mission.  There  is  a  class  of  ex- 
penses, called  contingencies,,  of  foreign  mis- 
sions, which  is  always  allowed  ander  qipro- 
priations  for  that  purpose ;  these  are  for  mes- 
sengers to  carry  despatches,  stationery,  postage, 
newspapers,  &c.,  to  which  has  latterly  been 
added,  office  rent;  but,  as  the  law  gives  the 
salary  and  outfit  in  fiUl  "compensaUon  for  all 
personal  services  and  expenses,"  it  must  be  a 
strained  construction  of  it  that  would  ad- 
mit all  the  personal  expenses  of  a  Minister  to 
be  paid  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  after 
he  had  been  allowed  a  full  outfit  and  salary. 

Mr.  Cook  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  thought  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ond  Means  had  not  done  their  duty,  and 
had  omitted  to  give  that  particular  informaUoa 
which  the  House  had  a  right  to  demand.  He 
denied  the  charge.    The  Otmunittee  of  W^a 
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and  UeooB  had  dona  ita  datj.  It  had  made  a 
particular  Btatement,  and  it  had  stated  the 
truth.  The  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  the 
error  oa  their  own  aids  of  the  House.  The; 
all  went  on  the  Bopposition  that  the  salarj  of 
Mr.  AnderBOD  was  pud  out  of  the  last  year's 
approprlatioD  ■  and  that  the  salary  of  his  bqc- 
cessor  might  be  naed  to  paj  the  present  ontflt. 
The  ground  the  committee  went  on  was,  that 
money,  appropriated  for  a  salarj,  might  not  be 
touched  for  anj  other  use.  If  Hr.  Poinsett 
shall  accept  his  appointment  at  Tacubaja,  he 
cannot  touch  his  salarj  as  Minister  to  Mexico. 
The  whole  must  be  paid  out  of  the  appropria' 
tiOQ  of  the  present  year.  He  did  not  see  now 
calculations  eould  be  plainer  than  those  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Houae ;  and  gentle- 
men, especially  when  they  themselves  were 
miiitakea,  shoi^d  at  least  he  temperate  in  their 
manner.  The  appropriation  for  salaries  was  a 
■pecific  appropriation,  and  was  not  left  to  be 
abused  by  the  Executdre  at  his  discretion. 

Mr,  MoCoY  remarted  that  this  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion.  He  thonght  the  gentleman 
might  satisfy  the  House,  if  he  would  show  out 
of  what  fund  the  salary  of  Mr.  Anderson  was 
to  be  pud.  As  to  Mr.  Sergeant's  salary,  it  did 
not  coramenoe  till  October  lait^ 

Mr.  MoDuiTiE  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  stated,  as  Ihe  qnenion,  that  which 
was  not  before  the  Honse.  The  question  was, 
whether  the  Honse  should  make  the  appropri- 
ation before  the  Premdent  of  tbe  United  States 
oonld  be  allowed  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett,  or  whether 
there  must  be  authority  of  law  before  he  could 
be  p^d  ?  The  present  appropriation,  it  would 
be  recollected,  did  not  come  nnder  the  genera] 
Jaw  of  oatfits. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  appropriation,  and  decided  in  the  affinna- 
tive— ayes  71,  noes  67 ;  when  the  committee 
rose  and  reported. 


Teubsdat,  Febmary  16. 

7^  2Ii»sion  to  Taeahaya. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  trnfinished 
bn^ess  of  yesterday ;  being  the  appropriation 
of  9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister  to 
succeed  Mr,  Anderson  at  the  Congress  of  Taca- 
baya, 

)&.  Cabsox  said  be  was  opposed  to  the 
Panama  Mission  at  the  last  session  of  Congrees, 
and  had  seen  nothing  to  diminish  his  objections 
to  it,  hut  much  to  increase  them.  The  policy 
of  the  measure  was  not  now  under  discussion, 
but  it  came  before  us  again  on  a  proposition  to 
^propriate  $9,000  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister 
apnointed  to  go  from  the  City  of  Mexico  to  the 
village  of  Tacnhaya;  in  other  words,  to  give  a 
goitleman  (9,000  for  travelling  sbont  nine 
miles,  who,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  under 
p^  at  the  rate  of  $9,000  per  aminm.  I 
Bm  against  tbe  appropriation.  Ttiis  mission 
haa  cost  us  enoogh  already.    Forty  thousand 


dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  la«t  teaei*, 
and  the  present  sum  is  to  be  in  addition  to 
that.  Besides  that,  the  sloop  of  war  fi<vM 
has  been  fitted  out  to  carry  Mr.  Sereeaot  te 
Vera  Cruz,  who  had  already  been  paid  (9,000 
to  carry  himself;  and   men   ac«)Qainled  irith 


of  time  necessary  to  carry  out  Mr.  Sergeul 
and  return,  cannot  be  less  than  taaa  |30,000 
to  $GO,000.  Here,  then,  is  nearly  $100,000 
already  expended  on  this  abortive  missioii, 
which  is  enough,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  wuted 
on  one  of  the  idlest  projects  that  ever  vaa  con- 
ceived. So  much  for  Uie  expense ;  bat  1  *i^ 
to  remark  upon  the  strange  inconsiEtciXf 
which  I  have  witnessed  upon  this  sabject,  io 
the  short  space  of  two  eessiona,  from  the  lad- 
ing supporters  of  this  measure.  At  tbe  M 
session,  when  certain  movements  were  mtilt 
in  this  EoQse  to  stimulate  the  tardy  ddiben- 
tions  of  the  Senate,  and  a  call  was  made  npoo 
the  President  for  certsin  information,  eeiitle- 
men  said  tbe  information  was  indispeusiUe  to 
enable  us  to  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  tlie  w- 
propriation ;  now,  the  same  gentlemen  b(u 
us  bound  to  vote  the  appropriations  witboiit 
the  least  exercise  of  judgment  on  our  put. 
They  say  the  President  and  Senate  have  in- 
stituted the  mission,  and  that  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  people,  are  bound  to  vote  the 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect.  As  one  of  Ukw 
representatives,  1  protest  against  such  doctmea 
We  are  the  peculiar,  and  I  might  say,  the  ei- 
clusive  representatives  of  the  people  in  mtttas 
of  revenue.  Money  bills  mnst  originate  is  th^ 
House.  Every  new  tax  mnst  have  its  origin 
here ;  but  what  would  become  of  this  right  to 
originate  taxes  and  money  bills,  if  we  >n 
bound  to  raise  all  the  money  which  the  Fnai- 
dent  and  Senate  may  think  proper  to  demaidj 
Certainly  we  should  have  Do  option.  We  should 
no  longer  l>e  voluntary  agents,  to  ruse  noiiej 
or  not,  according  to  our  own  judgmenl; '"' 
mere  machines  in  the  hands  of  the  Pnsdait 
and  Senile,  to  be  worked  at  their  pleutir^ 
Sir,  I  dislike  the  manner  of  carrying  <ffl  ^ 
mission  as  much  as  the  mission  itself.  X*  ■'' 
rememl)er  the  loud  complaints  of  the  Pnaderi 
end  all  his  advocates,  because  lie  Senate  to» 
time  to  dehberate  last  Winter.  We  welt  Iben 
instructed  to  believe  that  the  most  calamitou 
oonaequencea  would  result,  if  the  misoon  did 
not  depart  forthwith ;  yet,  when  it  vras  e*"*" 
tioned  by  the  Senate,  wid  $40,000  voted  by  ^ 
and  a  ship  of  war  prepared  at  a  great  c^,^ 
mission  lingered  at  home  for  seven  "^  fj^ 
months,  and  two  of  its  members  engage '" 
important  elections  as  the  Administration  cuhU- 
dates.  One,  unhappily,  lost  his  life  by  M 
ordered  to  a  sickly  place  to  wtut  for  bii  vi- 
league,  which  colleague  was  electionwn^ 
not  for  the  Congress  at  Panama,  bat  for  »• 
Conftress  at  Washington  city ;  and  when  IW 
election  was  lost,  then,  and  not  till  then,  *^ 
he  ordered  to  depart.    We  are  informed,  v» 
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one  of  these  gentlemen  d<d  not  roce 
Bolury  till  near  tlie  time  of  his  departi  „,  . 
it  is  (ulmitt«d  that  the  other  did.  Yes,  sir,  it 
is  admitted  that  the  Becretarj  of  the  Panama 
Mission  was  receiving  his  {2,000  a-year,  while 
engaged  in  an  active  canvass  in  New  York,  as 
the  administration  candidate  for  (lOTernor  of 
that  State.  But,  sir,  where  is  the  invitation 
to  this  Congress  at  Tocnbaja?  Mr.  FoinsetL 
in  his  despatch  to  the  QoTernment,  presented 
among  our  docnmeDts,  and  now  on  our  tables, 
tells  us,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  League, 
and  Perpetual  Confederation,  signed  at  Panama, 
new  invitations  were  to  be  given  to  the  neu- 
tral and  friendly  powers,  to  send  Uinisters  to 
Tacabayo.  Tiie  Confederacy  of  oouree  were  to 
send  withont  invitations.  Now,  sir,  we  have 
had  no  such  invitation ;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
considered  as  nentral  and  friendly,  we  ought 
to  have  It ;  if  as  a  confederate,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  onght  to  know  it.  It  would 
be  a  pity  that  oar  Minister,  in  his  laced  coat 
and  waving  plumes,  should  be  told  that  he  bad 

I  say,  Ur.  Speaker,  that  we  are  not  invited 
to  this  new  Cungress,  and  I  tliink  it  probable 
that  the  Congress  itself  will  never  be  found. 
Look  at  the  cha^s  which  are  going  on  in 
Boutb  America.  Two  of  the  republics  which 
invited  us  a  year  ago,  have  ceased  to  exist  as 
such.  Colombia  and  Upper  Pern  have  lost 
their  constitutions,  their  furm  of  jEovernment, 
and  one  of  them  its  very  name.  Bolivar  com- 
mands them,  nnd  it  is  immateriul  by  what  title, 
whether  liberator,  or  dictator,  or  imporator; 
he  is,  in  fact,  the  king  of  Colombia  and  Peru, 
and  more  absolute  than  any  monarch  in  Eu- 
rope. It  was  with  tills  man  that  the  project 
of  a  Congresd  at  Panama  originated,  and  with 
a  change  of  destiny  in  him  tlie  project  may  die. 
Why  not  wait  for  the  promised  invitation) 
Why  not  wiut  for  the  result  of  Bolivar's  opera- 
tions against  the  freedom  of  his  country] 
Why  tins  haste,  after  so  much  delay?  Sir,  I 
see  nothing  but  waste  and  folty  in  this  mission. 
Every  step  is  a  new  expense.  Not  loss  than 
four  outfits  of  $9,000  each  to  be  paid,  and,  as 
Ur.  Poinsett  vacates  his  present  appointment 
to  receive  another,  he,  or  his  successor,  will 
he  entitled  to  anotlier  on  repairing  to  Mexico. 
I  trust  that  some  friend  of  the  President  will 
lie  able  to  show  that  there  is  some  object  in 
this  expenditure  of  $100,000.  I  call  upon 
them  to  show  how  the  people  are  beneSted  by 
it  to  the  amonnt  of  one  cent, 

Mr.  BsENT  said  ho  had  risen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  gentleman  fkim  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Casson,)  That  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  Government  hsu  been  at  the 
expense  of  fitting  out  a  public  vessel  to  carry 
ont  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vero  Cruz,  and  that  the 
cost  of  this  expedition  could  not  be  less  than 
from  tliirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars.  Now, 
if  the  gentleman  would  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  at  the  documents  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, he  would  see  that  no  vetsel  was  fitted 
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out  for  this  purpose.  The  vessel  employed  was 
already  in  tlie  service;  her  crnising  ground 
was  in  those  seas ;  and  all  that  was  done  was 
to  require  tlie  commander  to  touch  at  Vera 
Cmz,  and  land  the  Minister. 
.  [Mr.  Carson  admitted  that  he  might  have 
been  incorrect  as  to  the  particulars  of  this 
subject.  It  would  be  remembered  that  he  had 
expressly  said,  his  information  respecting  it 
was  derived  from  others.] 

Mr.  Bbekt  went  on  to  state,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  incorrect  in  another  respect.  He  had 
sdd  that  he  considered  it  necessary  to  state  to 
the  people  the  great  expenses  to  which  the 
President  had  mn  the  nation  by  not  sending 
the  Ministers  in  proper  time  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama.  The  gentleman  ought  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  the  persevering  opposition  of 
himself  and  others  who  acted  with  him,  that 
was  the  canse  of  this  delay.  They  had  tram- 
melled the  President,  and  had  kept  on  opposing 
and  discussing  the  measure,  until  at'  length 
the  Cod^ress  of  Panama  had  adjotimed.  It 
adjonmed  to  meet  at  Tacubaya,  and  to  what 
place  conld  the  Ministers  have  been  sent, 
sooner  than  the  President  did  send  tbem) 
Tiie  fault  must  rest  with  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  if  the  coontry  suffered  any  injury  fiotn 
the  delay.  It  could  not  be  charged  on  the  Ad- 
ministration. As  applied  to  them,  thegentleman 
himself  could  not  bnt  know  that  the  accusation 
was  unfounded,  and  this  the  nation  knew  also. 

Mr.  BuROBs  said  he  did  not  often  coll  on  the 
patience  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped,  therefbre, 
they  would  the  more  readily  give  him  their 
attention.  I  will  not  long  detain  yon,  sir,  (add 
Mr.  B.,)  for  our  time  is  too  important  to  he  coo- 
sumed  in  protracted  debate.  The  question 
before  the  House  is,  Shall  the  blank  in  thisbUl' 
of  appropriation  be  filled  with  nine  thousand 


to  compensate  Mr.  Poinsett,  now  Minister  re-' 
siding  at  Mexico,  for  new  expenditure  in  the 
new  services  allotted  to  him,  as  Minister  to  the 
Congress  of  American  nations  about  to  assem- 
ble at  Tacubaya.  He  will  continue  to  hold  hia 
station  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Mexico, 
and  perform  the  duties  oi  Ambassador  to  this 
Congress,  in  addition  to  those  of  that  station. 
He  fills  a  place  made  vacant  by  a  Providential 
dispensation,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  this  nation  to 
the  Republic  of  Colombia,  and  Diplomatio 
Minister  from  these  United  States  to  this  same 
Congress  of  Panama.  Mr.  Sergeant  is  col- 
league with  him  in  this  important  mis»on. 
This  last  centlcman  receives  an  outfit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  with  a  like  sum  fbr  his  per 
annum  SBtory.  Mr.  Anderson  had  the  same  ontfit 
andthe  same  salary;  for,  although  helosthislife 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  yet  it  is  presumed' 
that  OS  he  had  entered  on  his  mission,  and  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  these  snms. 
will  be  paid  to  his  family.  The  Secretary  of 
Legation,  Mr.  Bocbeeter,  has  entered  upon  set- 
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vice  in  this  mission,  and  bis  lalary  will  b«  a 
charge  on  the  appropriation  of  last  year.  The 
honorable  gentleintui  from  North  Carolina  has 
objected  to  tlie  filling  this  blank  with  tliis  or 
inj  other  Bum,  because  the  misaiou  b  oseleas, 
ud  will,  as  it  alreadj  has,  lead  to  a  sreat 


Execative  branch  of  the  Governinent  deter- 
mined, last  Tear,  and  iLe  people  were  highly 
gratified  with  the  determination,  to  send  this 
miasion ;  and  this  Eoasc,  in  aid  of  that  deter- 
tninalion,  voted  to  appropriate  the  aum  of  forty 
Uionaaud  dcdlars,  on  account  of  this  mission. 
The  onlf  qoestion  is,  therefore,  has  this  appro- 
piiation  been  eshansted  f  and  if  it  has  noL  cs 
tika  EzeentiTO  ccnTert  that  nnezpendcdhalaoc 
to  the  fomiBhing  Mr.  Poinsett  t  or  must  thei 
be  a  new  nnpropriatiun  for  this  new  purpose  I 

This  funa  is  already  charged  with  two  ouEfits 
of  nine  thousand  dollars  each ;  two  salaries  of 
like  amount;  together  with  the  salary  of  tho 
Secretary  of  Legation,  two  thonsond  «lollars ; 
leaving  only  a  sun  equal  to  this  last  item  to 
cover  all  contingent  expenses  of  this  miasion. 
Thcae  expenses  have  been  always  charged  by 
oor  foreign  Ministers ;  and  the  Government 
have,  from  its  commencement,  always  allowed 
and  paid  them.  They  have,  for  each  Uinistcr, 
amounted  to  about  one  thouaand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  No  part  of  the  qipropriadc 
of  last  year,  therefore,  remains  unexpended. 
For,  althoogh  thirty  thoasaud  dollars  are  now 
in  the  treasury,  being  part  of  that  fund,  yet 
the  whole  is  due  to  Uiose  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  that  mission.  If,  however,  it  were 
all  there,  it  baa  been  clearly  shown  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  MoDrF^iK,) 
that  the  Executive  could  not  apply  it  to  this 
purpose,  nor  meet  this  new  expenditure,  witb- 
ont  a  new  iqipropriation  for  this  purpose :  for, 
if  no  money  can  be  paid  for  any  purpose,  with- 
out an  appropriation  by  law,  mucli  less  con 
money,  appropriated  to  one  purpose,  be,  by  the 
Executive,  diverted  from  Uiat  purpose,  and 
converted  to  another.  The  appropriation  of 
last  year  was  made  to  cover  the  contingent 
expenditures,  the  outfits,  and  salaries,  of  Mr. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  their  Secretary 
of  Legation.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  Poiusett,  the 
new  Ambassador  to  this  Congress,  be  paid  at 
all,  it  must  he  by  a  new  appropriation. 

Mr.  CiBBOs  rose  again,  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Baxiir.)  He  siud, 
that  the  gentleman  ttom  Louisiana  had  under- 
taken to  correct  him  on  matters  of  fact,  and 
had  proved  his  own  want  of  knowledge  in  the 
attempt.  He  had  ventured  an  excuse  for  the 
Administration  is  not  sending  ont  the  Panama 
Ifiasion  during  the  last  summer,  and  attributed 
Uie  delay  to  the  opposition,  who  had  consumed 
the  time  in  debate.  But  such  was  not  the  fact. 
The  Panama  Congress  did  not  meet  until  the 
SSdof  June,  and  themiseion  had  l>een  sanctioned 
by  the  Senate  Os  enrly  as  the  middle  of  March, 
JUid  the  appropriations  were  made  in  April,  and 


might  have  been  made  earlier,  if  the  time  of  the 
House  had  not  been  consumed  by  the  supporters 
of  the  Administration  in  lauding  the  measnre, 
and  waiting  for  the  President's  labored  reply  to 
the  Senate,  which  fell  dead-lwrn  from  his  month. 
There  was  time  enough  for  the  Miniatera  to 
have  got  to  Panama  ut  the  opening  <^the  Cmi- 
greas,  and  certainly  before  the  treaties  were 
signed,  which  was  done  lat«  in  July.  But 
they  neither  got  there,  nor  attempted  to  get 
there.  Thev  never  started.  They  did  not 
know  whether  they  had  time  enough  or  not 
They  remained  in  this  country,  and  went  to 
electioneering ;  and  it  docs  not  become  the 
President,  or  his  sopportera,  to  say  they  had 


not  time  to  go  there,  when  they  made  no  at- 
tempt to  nse  the  lime  which  loy  upon  their 
hanos.  If  Mr.  Sergeant  had  been  elected  to 
Congren,  and  Mr.  Rochester  Governor  <tf  New 
York,  they  would  not  have  gone  at  all ;  for  the 
offices  would  have  been  double  and  incompati- 
l>le,  and  to  bold  both  would  have  been  nnc<»isti- 
tntionol.  The  fact  of  being  candidates,  and  of 
waiting  until  the  elections  were  over,  and  them- 
selves defeated,  proves  that  they  would  not  have 
gone  if  thvj  had  been  elected;  and  further  prorea, 
that  they  w^ted  for  the  elections  to  be  over, 
and  not  for  the  Opposition  to  cease  speaking. 
The  gentlenion  from  Loui^ana  has  undertaken 
to  set  me  right  about  the  voyage  of  the  Hornet, 
and  the  expense  of  sending  her  to  Vera  Cmi 
with  Mr.  Sergeant.  Unhappily  for  himself,  ho 
bos  missed  tlie  facts  in  both  attempts  to  correct 
me.  I  asserted,  that  the  Hornet  went  to  Tera 
Cruz,  and  returned  to  the  United  States :  he  al- 
leges, that  she  merely  touched  at  Vera  Crnz  and 
continued  Iier  voyage  according  to  her  original 
destination.  Budi  a  peremptory  statement  caQ- 
odupon  me  for  a  re-examination  of  the  grounds 
of  Iny  knowledge,  and  I  now  re-affirm  what  I 
first  said.  The  Hornet  did  not  proceed  from 
Vera  Cruz  npon  any  other  voyage.  She  re- 
turned direct  to  Norfolk,  having  been  fitted 
out  and  sent  to  sea  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carry- 
ing Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vera  Cmz,  who  had  bees 
fireviously  paid  S,000  dollars  outfit  to  carry 
limsetf  there,  and  was  under  pay  at  the  rata 
of  6,000do11arsperaiinam.  The  expense  of  thia 
naval  transportation  is  to  me  unknown.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  undertakes  to  con- 
trovert my  statement  of  it ;  but  after  tho  prooGi 
of  fixllibility  which  he  has  given  in  other  partic- 
ulars, it  is  not  for  me  to  yieid  any  thing  to  him 
lu  this  instance.  My  statement  is  bottomed 
npon  the  opinions  of  naval  men,  and  old  naem- 
bcrii,  who  Delieved  that  an  expense  of  fhim 
$30,000  to  $S0,000  must  have  been,  incurred  in 
sending  the  Hornet  npon  this  service.  I  return, 
ttien,  to  iny  tint  OEseKioD,  that  this  abortire 
mission  has  coat  the  United  States  nearly  100,- 

000  dolloTB,  and  cannot  bring  them  one  cent's 
worth  ofbenefitinretuml  And  ami  tobecon- 
tradicted  for  telling  the  people  these  thingsl  Am 

1  to  be  denounced  for  exposing  to  their  view 
such  a  profligate  waste  of  tlieir  money  t  Ami  to 

I  colled  a  "  foctioua  oppositionist    becaaso  2 


;.C00^^|C 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


FnuDAsr,  1 827.] 


[H.  or  R. 


will  not  vote  these  enormoaagnmsf  Ihayereud 
euch  deDunoUtiOQS,  and  I  daspise  thpm.  They 
will  not  proTeaC  me  from  doing  jaj  datj ;  they 
wiU  not  prevent  ine  from  looking  into  the  meta- 
nres  of  the  Admin istratioQ ;  tlie;  will  not  pre- 
Tent  me  from  holding  Qp  to  the  indit^atioD  of 
the  people  A  vun,  fnncostic,  ridiculoos,  and 
abortive  mission,  which  has  cost  them  one  han- 
dred  thonssad  dollnrsl 

Hr.  Bkknt  said  he  was  sony  any  mismider' 
standing  shonld  have  oocmred  as  to  ittcts.    The 

Endemfln  most  have  misunderstood  him:  for 
woald  notsnppOHe  he  wished  tomiarcpreflent, 
him.  He  had  not  stated  that  the  Confess  of 
PanamA  had  ai^'onmed  dnring  the  period  of  the 
discnsdoQ  in  this  honea,  but  only  that  the.dis- 
OQssion  had  produced  a  delay  which  prevented 
our  Ministerj  from  attending  that  Congress. 
The  Congress  at  Panama  acljoanied  to  Tacnbava 
during  the  Summer.  The  Execnljve  alreaily 
knew  that  it  wns  so  to  oi^oom  when  the  bill 
passed  this  House  providing  for  the  mission. 
As  to  tlie  Hornet,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  ihe  Navy  would  show  thot  tliat  vessel  was 
already  in  commission  and  under  oruiziiig  ~~ 

ilr.  DwioHT  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Vays 
and  Heana,  in  making  the  report  of  an  ontnt 
for  the  Minister  to  Taonbaya,  had  been  govern- 
ed by  no  otiicr  considerations  than  those  of  the 
dnty  they  owed  the  coontry  in  supporting  its 
important  diplomntio  relations  abroad,  and  this 
implied  an  obligation  on  their  part  to  the  House, 
to  eiplaia  the  neoeedty  of  the  intended  ap- 
propriation, and  the  ooDsequenoes^  should  the 
^propriation  be  refused  to  that  mission,  which 
had  so  recently  received  the  sanction  of  the 
other  brandi  of  the  Legislature. 

It  was  a  mistake  in  gentlemen  to  snppose 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  felt  any 
other  anxiety  on  the  enbject  than  that  which 
resulted  from  a  desire  to  fulBl  its  own  duty  in 
presenting  the  qneation  to  the  House.  When 
the?  had  presented  to  the  Hoase  the  Intbnna- 
tion  upon  which  it  was  required  to  act,  they 
had  done  all  that  contd  l>e  required  of  them, 
end  the  action  of  the  House  npon  that  informa- 
tion would,  and  ought  to  he,  entirely  satisfoo- 
tory  to  them.  He  would  observe,  however, 
thi  at  the  time  tlie  epecifio  sum  now  in  the  bill 
wafi  recommended  by  the  committee  as  an  out- 
fit to  the  Minister  to  Tacubaja,  neither  the 
committee  nor  the  House  couid  have  known 
that  the  gentleman  who  then  represented  this 
country  at  the  court  of  Mexico  would  be  re- 
qaired  to  represent  it  also  at  the  Congress  of 
Tocabaya.  The  President  had  thought  proper 
to  nominate  that  gentleman;  the  Senate  had 
confirmed  the  nomination;  and,  so  far  from 
this  being  bad  economy,  as  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose,  it  was  apparent  that  if  any 
gentleman  now  in  the  country  had  been  nomi- 
nated, we  should  be  called  npou  to  l^lp^opriate 
for  this  object  18,000  dollars,  instead  of  the 
outfit  propcMed.  The  present  Minister  could 
only  recure  one  year's  salary  fw  his  Bervioea 


on  both  the  missions,  whereas  any  other  per- 
son would  have  been  entitled  to  a  salary  and 
an  outfit.  Gentlemen,  then,  he  was  persuaded, 
would  see  in  the  proposed  arrangement,  that 
'  jnst  regard  to  a  wise  and  &uga]  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  which  some  had  nt^ustly 
suggested  the  absence  of. 

In  reference  to  the  unexpended  appropriation 
of  last  year,  he  insisted  that  gentlemen  who 
hod  allnded  to  that,  as  a  fund  out  of  which  the 
present  outfit  oonld  be  taken,  were  entirely  mis- 
token,  both  as  to  the  balance  of  the  fnnd  itself 
and  the  operation  of  law  in  regard  to  that  fund. 
It  was  true  that  forty  thousand  dollars  hod 
been  appropriated  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
miarion  to  Panama,  and  that  the  Congress  at 
Toenbaya  was  but  on  a4]oumed  meeting  of  the 
Ministers  to  the  former  one. 

But  gentlemen  could,  for  themselves,  oonsnlt 
the  provisions  of  the  appropriating  act  of  1834, 
and  they  would  see  that  the  sum  therein  utpro- 
priated,  was  set  apart  to  the  partioular  o^jectB 
enumerated  tn  the  act.  There  were  two  oat- 
flts  and  two  solariea,  each  of  |9,000,  making 

(30,000 
SiUry  of  Scnretaiy,       ....  2,000 

ContlngeDt  sum,       -       •  -       -     3,000 

Making        $10,000 

Now,  if  it  should  appear  that  no  outfit  re- 
mained of  that  appropriation,  out  of  which  the 
present  snm  could  be  paid,  gentlemen  most  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  ute  present  appropriation, 
or  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  denying  idto- 
gether  tlie  expediency  of  giving  to  Mr.  Poinsett 
any  addiUonot  compensation  for  the  new  and 
ardaons  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  addi- 
tional missou.  Does  any  outfit  remun  of  that 
appropriation,  he  would  ask  f  An  outfit  and 
salary  had  been  piud  to  Mr.  Sergeant ;  and  un- 
less gentlemen  would  be  guilty  of  refnsing  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  or  his  heirs,  Just  compensstiiXt 
for  his  efforts  to  make  the  journey  from  Colom- 
bia to  Panama,  in  which  he  sacrificed  bia  for- 
tune, his  health,  and  finally  bis  life,  they  can. 
not  pretend  tliere  is  any  tiling  left  of  that  ap- 

froprlation  out  of  which  this  outfit  can  be  paid, 
le  need  not  remind  gentlemen  that  the  law 
forbids  money  appropriated  to  one  object  to  be 
diverted  to  another.  This  was  a  salutary  prin- 
ciple ;  and  if  any  thing  remuned  of  the  appro- 
priation alluded  to,  it  would  p^  to  the  sunilna 
fund.  If  any  thing  does  remain,  it  most  oe  a 
part  of  that  which  was  appropriated  for  a  sal- 
ary, and  cannot  now  be  taken  for  on  outfit. 
He  assumed  that  Mr.  Anderson  was  pud  his 
outfit ;  if  not,  it  can  moke  no  difference,  as  he 
was  unquestionably  entitled  to  it,  and  it  may 
be  claimed  hy  his  heirs  or  j^al  representati  ves. 
Mr.  Wiij.i«LHe,  of  North  Oarolina,  said  he 
never  was  in  the  habit  of  oppodng  appropria- 
tions which  he  considered  necessary  to  the  dne 
odniinistration  of  pablio  affaira ;  but  he  could 
not  consider  the  present  as  such  an  appropri»- 
tjon.    Conld  it  be  that  Taonbaya,  at  only  Uire* 
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leognea  distant  from  the  ancient  City  of  Mexi- 
co, was  situated  in  a  new  conntr?  I  Conld  it 
Sossibly  be  neceaBoiy  to  prDvide  nine  thousand 
oUors  to  meet  the  expense  of  travelling  nine 
miles!  To  him  it  nppeored  whoUy  unneces-' 
Kuy ;  and  believing  Itiis,  he  was  oppoaed  to  the 
appropriation. 

Hr.  Blub  sold,  that  the  real  question  before 
■the  House  was,  were  we  now  satisflod  that  such 
hardships  existed  in  Mr.  Poinsett's  case  as  to 
justify  the  indirect  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  In  the  jear  IBIO,  so  far  as  it  operates 
against  allowing  to  him  an  oatfltf  It  will  be 
recollected  that  that  act  oa\j  allows  to  a  Min- 
ister sn  outfit  "  upon  his  going  from  the  United 
States  to  a  foreign  conntry,"  iu  that  character. 
Mr.  Poinsett  is  not  going  from  tlie  United  States 
to  a  foreign  country,  and  cannot  legally  receive 
an  outfit,  whilst  that  act  of  Congress  remains 
in  force.  Ihavebeenledtoinqaire  Into  the  cir- 
eomstances  in  which  Mr,  Poinsett  will  be  placed 
on  his  assuming  the  new  station  oonferred  on 
him,  as  well  as  the  expenses  incident  to  that 
change ;  and  I  can  see  Dotbing  that  would  Jus- 
tify excepting  his  cose  fVom  the  general  opera- 
tion of  the  act  In  qnostion.  Hr.  B.  sold  he 
would  inquire  what  gave  rise  to  the  authority 
of  allowing  to  a  Minister  on  ontfit  I  Surely,  it 
was  for  the  pnrjKise  of  enabling  hira  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  upon  his  travel  to  the 
foreign  court  Can  it,  tlion,  be  serionsly  said, 
that  the  same  consideration  sbonld  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Poinsett  for  travelling  ten  miles,  that  yon 
pay  to  other  Ministers  who  leave  the  United 
Btates,  and  are  snbjected  to  the  expense  of 
travelling  thousands?  That  would  level  all 
distinction  between  the  difierent  Borvtces  as 
well  as  the  expenses  of  our  dijilomatia  agents. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
asks,  if  we  do  not  wisii  to  famish  our  Ministers 
vith  the  means  of  presenting  themselves  with 
becoming  dignity  at  foreign  courts?  I  answer 
foronethat  Ido;  hut  lam  nnwillingtodo indi- 
rectly what  I  would  not  do  directly  and  openly, 
or  take  from  the  Treasury  by  stealth,  and  add  to 
their  salaries  nnder  a  different  name.  If  the 
•alwy  is  too  low  to  justify  our  Ministers  wpear- 
Ing  at  foreign  courts  with  becoming  dignity, 
the  fair  course  of  legislation  would  be  to  amend 
the  general  law  which  governs  that  salary,  and 
not  attempt  in  an  appropriation  bill,  to  make 
an  exception  in  favor  of  any  individnaL  If 
^ntlemen  who  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of 
tiie  salary  will  propose  a  general  remedy,  and 
satisfy  him  of  the  propriety  of  it,  he  would  go 
with  them,  as  he  was  entirely  willing  to  allow 
the  necessary  compensation  to  all  public  ofB- 
cers ;  but  he  woula  not  consent  to  repeal  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  in  so  indirect 
a  manner  as  that  now  contemplated.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massochnsetta, 
(Mr.  DwioUT,)  who  is  a  member  of  the  same 
committee,  that  the  Executive  Government  has 
constnicd  the  actof  ISIO,  so  as  to  allow  an  out- 
fit to  a  Minister,  aa  well  upon  his  removal  from 
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one  court  to  another,  oa  "  npon  his  going  fma 
the  United  States  to  a  fbreign  conntij,"  and 
has  called  upon  this  House  to  sanction  that 
construction.  I  answer  the  gentleman,  that  I 
cannot  adopt  that  constmctioD,  because  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  plain, 
positive  language  of  the  law,  than  which  none 
could  be  more  clear.  Mr.  B.  said  that  veir 
much  had  been  said  respecting  the  accounts  ot 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  when  acting  aa 
forei^  Ministers,  all  of  wliich  he  believed  to 
be  withoat  the  scope  of  ttie  present  Inquiry; 
and  if  they  proved  any  thing  more  than  the 
abuses  which  hod  crept  in  nnder  the  cnrtom, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made — custom 
founded  upon  "  Executive  constmction  " — he 
was  incapable  of  seeing  it.  The  allowance  of 
Mr.  John  A.  King's  account,  as  Charge,  had 
also  been  mentioned  aa  another  instance  of 
"Executive  construction  "  in  the  paymeut  of 
outfit.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  these  examples 
can  furnish  no  light  in  deciding  upon  the  pres- 
ent question,  I  pass  them  over  with  the  remark, 
that,  as  to  the  account  of  Mr.  King,  I  will  no- 
tice it  at  a  more  convenient  season.  Hr.  B. 
said  that  he  wished  it  distinctly  understood 
that  he  did  not  vote  a^inst  the  jiresent  propo- 
sition to  allow  to  Mr.  Poinsett  an  outfit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  on  the  ground  au^ested  by 
soma  gentlemen  who  bad  partook  in  this  dis- 
cussion— that  of  there  beingan  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year,  to 
which  the  President  had  the  right  to  resort,  if 
he  chose  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett  the  ontflt  of  a 
Minister ;  but  because  he  did  not  believe  bim 
entitled  to  it,  from  the  very  inconsiderable  dis- 
tance to  be  travelled  by  him.  Mr.  B.  sud  that 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  proposed  amendment 
on  another  ground,  namely,  that  it  was  avowed 
as  an  increase  of  salary  when,  to  render  it  the 
more  palatable,  it  was  called  outfit;  and  be- 
cause ne  was  unwilling  to  pay  any  officer  of 
tliis  Government  one  thousand  dollars  p«r  mile 
for  travelling. 

Mr.  Ekxuer  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  tlie  ori^  of  this  wpropriation.  What 
was  the  language  held  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Panama  Misdon,  when  that  measure  was  first 
introduced  t  They  told  ns  that  the  expense  at- 
tending it  would  be  of  but  short  duration,  and 
that  all  that  was  valuable  would  be  the  resnlt. 
The  child  was  not  to  live  more  than  six  months, 
and  was  then  to  be  hurried  to  the  prave.  But 
now  a  year  bos  elapsed,  and  the  child  is  again 
to  be  washed  and  swaddled,  at  an  expense  of 
nine  thousand  dollars.  What  do  they  tell  ns 
now  ?  Oh,  it  becomes  a  great  nation  to  sup- 
port its  dignity.  And  is  it  come  to  this  ?  WiH 
yon,  even  in  the  green  tree,  show  yonr  great- 
ness by  pride  and  extravagance?  Are  we  to 
be  told  tnat  this  Honse  has  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  re^ster  the  acts  of  the  Execntive  t  The 
President  has  willed ;  tlie  Senate  have  respond- 
ed ;  and  I  am  told  that  therefore  the  purse  of 
the  nation  is  to  be  open  ?  He  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  panse  before  they  went  on  to  mk» 
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Bt  the  very  foandatioti  of  republican  priociples. 
For  his  own  port  lie  never  believed  in  this  mis' 
Dion  :  ha  never  believed  that  anj  good  would 
Dome  out  of  it :  he  never  hod  believed  that  the 
country  n'Oa  to  ascend  to  heaven  by  sending 
Ministers  to  Panama;  he  never  had  believed 
thiit  we  ehontd  bo  put  at  the  head  of  that  aS' 
gerobly;  it  now  appeared  that  we  were  rather 
«t  the  bul. 

Guvenitnent  Jiad  heard  that  invitolions  were 
to  be  sent  to  neutral  powers;  but  they  bod 
gone  on  appointiug  and  sending  Hinistera, 
without  wiutJDg  to  receive  aaj  inTitation. 
The  advocates  of  Uonarchj,  however,  would 
maintain  that  these  Uioistera  were  to  be  fnr- 
nished  in  the  most  profnsa  manner.  They 
would  meet  the  servonta  of  great  monorchs ; 
and  they  would  say  to  them,  my  master  ^ows 
his  duty,  and  furnishes  mo  accordingly.  For 
his  part,  he  still  hoped  there  were  some  few 
remains  of  old-fashioned  economy ;  and  that 
our  Miiiiaters  would  appear  as  became  the  Min- 
idtera  of  a  plain  Republic.  The  deputation  ma- 
nia seems  to  have  seized  the  nation — the  diplo- 
matic curjis  kept  on  increasing,  and  thou(;h 
aome  of  tliem,  when  they  left  the  shores  of  this 
coiintrv,  might  be  pure  in  prindples,  and  pluu 
in  habits  and  inanoen,  they  soon  became  cor- 
rupted, and  came  back  enamoured  with  what 
they  hod  seen  in  theconrts  of  monnrclis.  Need 
he  tell  any  who  heard  him,  that  the  present 
Chief  MoRistrote  went  away  from  tli is  country 
a  rei>ublicaii  in  principles  and  habits ;  but  while 
remaining  at  the  Court  of  St.  Jatnea,  liod  be- 
came BO  enamoured  that  ho  declared  the  mo- 
narchical Guveniinunt  of  that  country  was  the 
most  btupendous  fabric  of  human  invention ; 
and  if  any  man  would  now  go  to  the  President'E 
Louse,  and  look  at  the  grandeur  of  the  fumi- 


furcit;n  eonrts.  The  qncstion  was  then  taken 
on  fillinK  the  blank  in  tlio  bill  with  9,000  dol- 
larfl,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
iiaye,  45  to  110,  as  follows: 

Tkjiii.— MessM.  Bailey,  Bndger,  Bnrtletl.  Bamey, 
Brent,  Burf^cv,  Cuwcdj,  Cook,  Croimin shield.  Davis, 
DorsajiDvight,  Edwards  of  Fennsyivinin,  Everett, 
Garicy,  Hcrrick,  Ingersoll,  Jeoniags,  Kilten,  Li- 
throp,  Locke,  Hortiiidale,  Hattovks,  HcDaDe,  Her- 
cer,  Miner,  Xcwton,  O'Biiee,  Pearce,  Reed,  Sands, 
Sll.  Sprngue,  Stem,  Btroni;,  Swui,  Tomliiuoii,  Tuck- 
er of  hew  Jersey,  Vluioe,  Varnum,  Viaton,  Whipple, 
Wbite,  Wood  of  New  York,  Woods  of  Obio — 15. 

XAVfi UcBHra.  AddiLins  of  Pennsylraaia,  Alexan- 
der of  Virginia,  Alexander  of  Teaoeasee,  Allen  nf 
Mmit.,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Arclier,  Armstrong, 
AshlcT,  Baldwin,  Burtby,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barbour 
of  Vii^nla,  Barringcr,  BasEctt,  Baylies,  Blair,  Boon, 
Bradlc^y,  Brjin.  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell, Car- 
son, Cary,  Claiborne,  Clarke,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cramp, 
Davenport,  Deitz,  Edwards  of  North  CBr(iiiDa,K«L!ll, 
Findlay  of  Ponnsylvanla,  Ilndiay  of  Ohio,  Forsyth, 
Fonrard,  Foadick,  Ganueji,  Garrison,  Goran,  Har- 
ris, Harr^,  Hasbrouck,  Hayden,  Henry,  Bines,  Ho- 
bart,  Hollhian,  Holmei^  Bnuston,  Bugunin,  Enm- 
lihiey,  Ingham,  IsM^ks,  Jetuiaoi)  of  New  Tork,  Johor 


son  of  Virginia,  Eldder,  Erebs,  Eremer,  Lawienos^ 
lieaoiapUt,  Xieicher,  Little,  Ijong,  Harable,  Marhell, 
Uorkley,  Uarriu  of  Ne*  York,  McCoy,  McHatton 
HcKean,  UcSee,  Herriwetber,  Uerrin  of  Conneo* 
tiuul,  Metcaire,  Uiller  of  FeanijlTuiia,  Jatnes  S. 
Mitchell,  John  UitclieU,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Mitch- 
ctl,  at  Tenneseee,  Moore  of  Eentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Folk,  Pow- 
ell, Ripley,  Rivet,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott, 
Shannon,  Sloane,  Stevenson  ot  Pennsylvania,  Talia- 


Hora,  Verplanok,  Wales,  Ward,  Weema,  Wbitte- 
more,  Whittlesev,  WickliiTe,  Williama,  WIlwui  of 
South  Carolina,  Wolf;  Youn^— IIB. 

So  the  House  refused  the  appropriation  of 
9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  Mr.  Fonrenr  a» 
Minister  to  Tacnbaya. 

Hr.  BvcRANUc  and  Mr.  Cook  then  both  roan 
to  ol^m  the  floor.  Mr.  Goox  obtained  it,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  this  ontfit,  with 
$4,S00. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Kbiuxb  demanded  the 
jeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refiised  to  order 
them,  (ayes  25,  noes  100,)  a  anfScient  number 
not  requiring  them. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment^ BO  as  to  require  this  sum  to  be  paid  ont 
of  the  appropriation  made  for  this  mission  last 
year. 

The 
and  McDiTFFiE,  and  ti'egativ 

Tho  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  46. 

&o  the  blank  was  filled  with  4,500  doUars. 

Tho  bill  wa»  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.* 

Futoat,  February  16. 
ColoHuation  Society. 
Mr.  Clarkb  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  spnro- 
batory  of  the  association  called  "  tlie  Amencan 
Colonixatiun  Society,"  and  requesting  the  rep- 
resentation of  that  Stale  in  Congress  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  facilitate  the  removal  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  dewre  to  emi- 
grate to  the  Colony  in  Africa,  and  to  ensure  to 
them  the  protection  and  patronage  of  the  United 

Mr,  OwKN  objected  to  these  resolutions  being 
received,  on  the  ground  that  the  resolutjons 
were  not  addressed  to  Congress,  but  to  tha 
Representatives  from  tho  State  of  Kentucky. 
Tliey  were,  in  this  respect,  private  papers,  with 
which  Congress  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  had  these  reBolutiona 
referred  to  a  subject  not  previously  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  most  have  introduced  them  by  a  res- 
olution of  his  own ;  but  the  subject  was  already 
before  the  House,  end  had  been  referred  to  a 

■  This  pnqmaed  mlialaii  to  THobara.  Uks  that  to  Panama, 
of  whioli  It  «ia  to  bo  tha  soDtlnutlaB,  pnred  ibsrtlvg :  ttie 
'  aatlonat  d^nUc*  to  vUdh  It  via  to  fo,  mtot 
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Oommittoe.  Then  this  was  the  case,  ft  hod 
been  the  settled  prsotice  of  the  House  to  admit 
mch  TesoIatioD!)  from  public  bodies  to  be  re- 
oeived,  and  to  sabmit  them  to  committees. 

After  a  few  words  of  reply  from  Mr.  Owm, 
the  question  was  pat  on  tlie  reference,  when 
the  ajes  were  84,  Does  21. 

A  qnonim  not  having  voted,  the  qnsBticoi 
iras  about  to  be  ogaia  tj^en ;  when 

Mr.  CujtKK  defended  the  proprietj  of  the 
reference,  contending  that  there  was  no  differ- 
ence between  the  present  case  and  others  in 
wbioh  similar  resolutions  bod  been  laid  before 
the  House.  He  contended  that  the  respect  due 
to  a  sovereign  State  demanded  that  its  resotn- 
tion  should  at  least  be  heard,  and  be  sent  to  a 
committee  having  the  general  suljeat  of  them 
under  its  care, 

Mr.  OwBN  replied,  and  insisted  on  the  conaid- 
•ration  which  he  hod  before  urged,  tliat  there 
was  nothing  in  these  resoluljons  which  directed 
tliem  to  this  House,  or  presented  to  it  taj  sub- 
ject of  legialbtion.  For  the  House  to  act  when 
»  was  not  called  npon,  would,  in  hts  <^iDlon, 
be  a  disrespectM  interference  between  the  Leg- 
.  idatnre  of  a  State  and  her  Representatives.  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  BQ^ect-Diatter  of  these  resolutions. 

Hr.  UTTLE  advocated  the  reception  of  these 
Fesolntions.  He  had  himself  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Uaryland,  which, 
though  not  directly  addressed  to  Congress,  had 
nevertheless  been  received,  and  referred  to  a 
committee.  He  thought  that  a  deliberate  ex- 
pression of  the  sentjments  of  any  public  body, 
eimecioUy  one  so  respectable  as  the  Legislature 
of  a  State,  on  a  subject  under  consideration  by 
the  House,  ought  to  be  treated  with  respect, 
and  that  to  refuse  its  reception,  would  indicate 
a  want  of  respect  for  the  source  fWnn  whence 
it  proceeded. 

Ur.  McLan^  of  Delaware,  said,  that  he  hoped 
lAie  gentleman  from  Alat>ama  would  not  press 
his  objection.  The  course  in  these  cases  has 
been  sufficiently  settled,  by  the  ocquiescence 
of  the  House.  As  one  eiaroplo,  he  refemd  to 
the  famous  Hissouri  question,  on  which  oc- 
casion, resolutions  hod  been  received,  not  only 
from  State  Legislatures,  but  from  other  public 
bodies,  expressive  of  their  opinions  of  that 
controversy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
mce  of  the  resolution,  and  carried  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  UoLaitb,  of  Delaware  presented  resolu- 
tions entered  into  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  of  similar  import  to 
those  presented  by  Mr.  Ci^nxx;  which  were 
referrM  to  the  same  committee  sa  the  others 
were  referred  to. 

Otorgia  Itilitia  Claim, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 

of  the  Union,  Ur.  BABnnT  in  the  chair,  on  the 

Military  Appropriation  Bill;  and  the  question 
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being  on  the  following  amendment,  moved  yee 
terday  by  Mr,  Visoa: 

"For  the  setllement  of  the  claims  of  the  militia 
of  Georgia,  for  services  rendered  durfog  the  jeun 
1762,  '3,  and  '4,  sgreeBbly  to  the  estimate  of  Conrtut 
Freeman,  and  to  be  paid  under  the  sanctioii  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  hnndred  and  twentT-niiM 
thooauid  three  hundred  and  seveutf-flve  doUars 
and  rixty-sU  cents: 

[A  debate  took  place  on  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment, In  which  Ueun.  Clai^e,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
BurgCB,  McCoy,  WUIiama,  Haynea,  and  Dwight  took 
part] 

Thi 
hlUa 

MomuT,  February  19. 
Canal  around  th«  MxueU  Shoait. 

Vi.  HooBi,  of  AUbama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

JUtohiJ,  That  the  Committee  on  Boadi  and  Ca- 
nals be  innracted  to  inquire  into  the  exjwdieiic;  of 
anthorldng  a  nmey  and  eiuainatlon  of  the  Huacle 
Bhoals,  In  the  Tenneseee  River,  vUh  a  view  to  the 
location  of  a  Caul. 

Mr.  MooKR  said.  In  offering  this  resolution, 
he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  t<x 
a  single  moment  only,  whilst  he  attemjited  to 
recommend  the  subject  of  this  resolotioo  to 
their  favorable  consideration.  The  improve- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
at  the  point  contemplated,  (said  he,)  will  be 
deemed  an  object  of  the  very  last  importance, 
not  only  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  likewise 
to  those  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  the  western  part  of  Vir- 
ginia. Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  1824,  authorizing  the  President  to  pro- 
cure the  nocesaory  plans  and  estimates  npon 
the  snbiect  of  roads  and  canals^  the  delegations 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Ala- 
bama addressed  a  Joint  commvnication  to  Mr. 
Monroe  relative  to  the  importance  of  thb  im- 
provement in  a  natjonol  point  of  view.  They 
received  a  reply  firom  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  then 
Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  President  waa 
folly  impressed  with  its  importance,  and  that 
he  viewed  this  as  Justiy  belonging  to  the  first 
class  of  objects  to  which  tie  attention  conld  be 
directed,  in  the  execntion  of  the  law  to  which 
I  have  referred.  At  each  subsequent  ses^m 
of  Congress,  I  have  urged  the  consideration  of 
this  Buyect  upon  tie  attention  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  War,  I  presume  thnt  objects  of 
greater  magnitude  hove  heretofore  claimed  hia 
consideration,  but  we  hope  the  time  has  now 
arrived,  when  this  subject  will  engage  the  at- 
tention of  that  Department.  The  State  of  Ala- 
bama, it  is  true,  is  among  the  youngest  sisten 
received  into  the  Federal  family,  but  we  hope 
none  tiie  less  req>ectable,  nor  are  her  legitimate 
clums  opon  the  General  Government  to  be 
postponeo  or  altogether  defeated  npon  this  ac- 
oountj  and  I  would  fondly  ht^ie,  that  OS  from  this 
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cJrctHnstanoe,  her  c 
limited,  her  clum  upon  this  GoTemment,  for 
ber  Mrental  uid  benign  wd  \a  the  proeeoutioQ 
of  this  work,  would  be  streagthened  and  Bnp- 
ported.  This  ni&j  Jostlj  be  eeii  to  be  an  od- 
ject  pnrel7  national  in  tta  character,  and  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  law  which  has  been 
the  basis  of  tiie  sTstem  of  Internal  Improvement 
which  has  been  prosecnt«d.  From  information 
which  can  be  relied  npon,  I  am  anthorized  to 
state,  that  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  descend  the  Temieseee,  tbrongh  the 
Mnscle  Sho^  annnally,  and  that  the  coet  of 
transportation,  the  distance  of  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  miles  ooly,  is  frequently  fifl^  cents 
per  hale.  Thus,  it  seems  that  the  citiiena  of 
this  section  of  country  pay  the  enonnons  tax 
of  more  than  twenty-seven  thoosand  dollars, 
for  the  transportation  of  their  product  the  tri- 
fling distaooe  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  risk  in  damage  and  total 
loss  which  frequently  occurs  by  boats  being 
■tove^  fto. 

Wednbsdat,  Febrnary  21. 
Territorial  Qovfrnon. 

"ill.  OoirwAT  DelwM  &om  Arkanaaa,  snb- 
mitted  for  consideration  the  following : 

Rttalvtd,  That  the  a>mniittce  on  the  TerHtories 
be  instTDGCtd  10  inqnire  into  the  ezpedieocy  of  au- 
thoHiing  aame  competent  peimns  to  dEicharge  the 
duLiei  of  Governor  and  Becretarv  of  the  Arkontas 
Territory,  in  the  absence  of  the  Oovernor  aod  Sec- 
retary of  Mid  Territory,  who  are  alone  anthofiied, 
by  existing  laws,  to  perform  sdd  datiea. 

Ur.  OoawAT  remarked,  that  it  was  entirely 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constitnenta,  that 
he  offered  the  resolntion  which  he  had  Just  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Lost 
Snmnier  the  President  of  the  United  States 
granted  permission  to  Governor  Izard,  as  he 
tmjd  been  informed,  to  vi^t  Philadelphia  this 
Winter,  for  the  pnrpose  of  attending  to  his  pri- 
vate bnsinesa,  In  October,  he  believed  it  woa, 
the  GK>venior  left  the  territory,  and  left  Mr. 
Crittenden,  the  Secretary,  to  disoharse  the  du- 
ties of  the  Executive  Department  This  morn- 
ing he  had  received  letters  from  tho  territory, 
ii&rming  him  that  the  Secretary  and  acting 
Governor  eet  ont  on  the  9th  of  January,  for 
this  place,  and  eomt>laimng  that  there  was  no 
one  in  the  ooimtry  anthorifed  to  dischai^  the 
duties  of  Secretary  or  Governor,  His  object 
in  offering  the  resMotlon  before  the  Hoose,  was 
to  bring  the  snbjeet  before  Congress,  that  a 
law  might  be  passed  to  gnard  against  any  evil 
which  might  grow  out  of  a  similar  state  of 
things  in  ftitnre.  It  will  be  recollected,  by  at 
least  some  of  the  members  of  this  Honse,  that 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  were  both  absent 
In  tho  Winter  of  18fia-'24,  and  that  the  Indians 
availed  themselves  of  that  opportunity  to  kill 
■overal  citizens  of  the  Territory.  He  allnded 
to  H^r  Walbome,  and  several  other  persons 
who  were  killed  by  the  Osage  Indians.    The 


citizens  in  a  part  of  the  territory,  are  in  a  great 
degree  dependent  npon  the  meroy  of  the  In- 
dians, at  all  times,  for  their  safety.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  only  persons  who  are  authoriied 
by  law  to  order  ont  the  militia  for  pnrpoaea  of 
defence,  they  are  entirely  so. 

Hr.  0.  sf^d,  that,  early  In  December,  b« 
heard  of  the  Governor's  departure  from  the  ter- 
ritory, and  in  compliance  with  what  ha  then 
conceived  to  be  his  dnty,  he  notified  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  fact;  and  informed  him 
that  the  commission  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  ter- 
ritory would  expire  eariy  in  the  firing,  and 
that,  to  prevent  on  tnterregnom  in  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  neeessary  to  r«appoint  him 
in  time  for  his  new  eomrauidon  to  reach  him, 
beftire  the  old  one  expired.  He  waa  accord- 
ingly reqtpoint^  by  the  President,  and  1^ 
commisrion  transmitted  to  him  by  m^l.  In 
November  last  Ur.  0.  observed,  he  saw  Ur. 
Clay  in  Philadelphia,  and  learned  from  him,  that, 
some  time  in  October,  (I  believe  it  was,)  he  t»- 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crittenden  requesting 
permtssion  to  visit  Washington,  and  that  h« 
had  granted  the  reqnest ;  but  In  a  few  days  ha 
learned  that  the  President  had  given  the  Gov- 
enior  leave  of  abs^ce,  and  he  then  wrote  to 
Hr.  Critteaden  that  it  would  be  improper  for 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  to  be  absent  at  the 
same  time;  and  that  the  permission  to  leave 
the  territory  granted  to  him  by  his  fbrmer  let- 
ter, was  necessarily  oonntermanded.  It  may 
be,  that  Mr.  Crittenden  never  received  Mr. 
Clay's  second  letter,  and  that  he  has  left  the 
territory  under  the  impression  that  be  had  the 
will  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  Be  that  aa 
it  may,  all  will  wee  that  it  is  neoesaary  that 
some  persons  should  remain  in  the  territory  to 
diseharce  the  duties  of  Governor  and  Secretary, 
and  henoped  the  Committee  on  the  Territoriei 
wonld  Immediately  report  a  bill  to  correct  the 


ttnjy  from  a  sense  of  dvtv  to  my  eonstitnent^ 


officers  appointed  to  govern  them ;  and  I  ahonld 

not  perform  my  dnty  here,  if  I  were  to  negleot 

to  commonicnte  their  oompltdnta  to  this  Honse, 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 

Liberia  Agenej/, 

Mr,  FossTTO  wished  the  sense  of  the  oon»- 
mittee  on  the  appropriation  of  86,710  dotlon 
for  the  African  agency,  and  asked  for  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  appropriation  is  founded. 

Ur.  Cook  sent  the  eetimatea  to  the  Chair, 
which  were  then  read. 

Ur.  FonariR  asked  if  the  cli^m  of  the  Morah^ 
of  Geor^a,  which,  as  appears  by  a  note,  had 
been  examined  and  refosed,  bad  been  re-ex- 
amined and  fonnd  correct 

Mr.  Cook  sud  he  understood  that  this  claim 
had    been  examined,  and    rednoed   • 
ably. 
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Ur.  FoBSTTB  went  into  tbe  other  itema  of 
the  estimate,  and  wished  eome  eipIanatioQ  as 
to  the  choT^  of  forty  dollars  each  for  the 
transportation  of  Africane  to  Liberia.  Others 
can  coavey  blocts  for  twent/  dollars;  why 
cannot  we  Bend  them  at  as  cheap  a  rate  1 
There  is  an  item  for  the  support  of  twenty-eight 
Africans  at  liberia.  The  agent  Bays  they  can 
support  Ihemselvea.  Why,  then,  are  thej  to 
be  Bopported  by  the  United  States )  There  is 
an  appropriation  of  2,800  dollars,  for  an  agent 
and  omittant  a^nt  There  is  no  law  authoriz- 
ing these  salanes ;  and  he  wished  to  withhold 
tiie  salaries,  and  tbos  get  rid  of  one  or  both  of 
these  officers.  He  thought  the  sum  was  too 
great  to  begiven  for  taking  care  of  twenty-eight 
persona.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  sub-agent  who 
also  receives  payment  for  superintending  these 
Africans.  Aii  this  is  authorized  only  by  an 
appropriation  of  money,  and  by  no  other  act 
of  legislation.  He  hop^  it  would  be  cnt  down 
to  the  lowest  point.  The  act  of  1619  contem- 
plated the  transportation  of  captured  Africans 
to  thtur  homes.  The  act  contemplated  that 
they  ahonld  be  left  there.  What  has  been  the 
practical  construction )  Only  one  of  those 
persons,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Seore- 
toTf  of  the  Navy,  had  got  bock  ti^  his  tribe. 
It  ia  impossible  to  take  uiem  bock  through  im- 
penetrable forests,  and  over  dangerous  rivers 
and  deserta.  They  became,  then,  part  of  the 
Uesnrado  establishment,  lire  at  the  expense, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
This  act  of  181B  baa  been  made  the  instmment 
to  caray  into  effect  the  viowB  of  a  society  to 
establish  a  colony  at  Liberia,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  Congress.  It  appears, 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  there  is 
a  colony  of  free  blocks  which  has  sprung  from 
this  origin. 

By  a  oontrect  with  the  Department,  nnder 
tlie  act  of  181S,  forty  laborers  were  sent  to 
Africa  to  prepare  for  these  AfVicana.  This 
step  was  talcen  to  enable  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety to  get  a  foothold  with  the  money  of  the 
United  States.  The  first  colony  was  unfortu- 
nate. A  negotiation  was  made  by  the  agent, 
aided  hy  an  oflicer  of  the  Navy.  It  was  a 
negotiation  like  all  others  wliich  are  made 
where  one  party  is  a  civilized  and  powerful 
nation,  and  the  other  a  weak,  miserable,  igno- 
rant, and  wandering  tribe.  Lands  were  pur- 
chased and  occupied.  In  a  subsequent  war, 
hundreds  of  tlie  inhabitants  have  been  killed ; 
a  fort  was  erected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  arms  and  ammunition  were  pro- 
vided. The  money  of  the  United  States  was 
then  put  into  the  hands  of  the  agent,  who  held 
the  double  office  of  Agent  of  the  United  States 
and  Agent  of  the  Society ;  and  he  hired  the 
colonists  to  work  for  the  twenty-eight  Afri- 
cans; he  did  not  hire  them  to  eat  for  them, 
although  he  might  have  done  so.  The  next 
itep  was  to  declare  war,  in  order  to  pnt  down 
the  slave  trade ;  and  because  a  piratical  attack 
was  made  by  a  Spanish  vessel,  some  poor  uck 


Spaniards  on  shore  were  taken  prisoners.  Bring 
no  charge  against  them,  they  were  r^eaaed ; 
and  the  a^ent,  with  great  liberality,  otW*  talcing 
away  their  property,  gave  tbem  Uie  forty-tliree 
dollars  to  snpport  themaelves,  and  divided  the 
residuo  among  the  captors  and  the  nadvea. 
The  United  States  is  chained  with  the  balann 
of  this  infamous  plunder,  about  five  doUara 
It  is  said  those  Spaniards  were  gratefol  for  tba 
hlessinfn  they  recdved ;  yet  they  attempted  ta 
mokei  Uieir  escape.  They  were  so  insaiaUa 
to  those  blesaings,  that  they  braved  the  hoiTora 
of  the  forest  to  escape  from  them.  They  were 
taken  by  slave  facton,  and  sold  to  a  ioctory. 
The  agent  demanded  them.  The  answer  wai^ 
that  they  were  purohaaed^  He  marched  his 
troops  to  the  scene  of  action ;  but  did  he  take 
and  restore  them  t  No :  if  he  had  dcHie  k^ 
there  would  have  been  some  excuse.  He  saJtt- 
verted  the  factory,  and  obtained  some  thirty 
or  forty  more  pretigiet  for  the  United  States;. 
He  did  not  stop  there.  Having  exercised  hij 
military  prowess,  he  was  desirous  to  show  lua 
prowess  by  capturing  all  establishmenta.  Not- 
withstanding the  luTteillaTiee  of  the  coloniet& 
some  of  these  escaped  and  were  captured,  and 
mode  slaves.  But  this  happened  to  be  a  strong 
factory ;  and  the  agent  could  not  have  succeed- 
ed here,  but  for  the  aid  of  two  Colccnbian 
schooners,  (one  commanded  by  Captain  Chase, 
of  Baltimore.)  A  severe  battle  was  fought, 
and  we  are  told  of  the  important  services  of 
these  privateers.  He  read  on  extract  from  the 
letter  complimentary  to  the  Colombians.  The 
consequences  may  be  conceived.  This  other 
establishment  was  subverted  by  men  under  the 
fiag  of  the  United  States ;  and  this  cwtrary  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Government.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  understood  the  act  precise^ 
as  be  ^r.  F.)  did ;  as  intended  to  transport 
the  Africans  who  are  captured.  Yet  the  agent, 
after  being  inatmcted  U.  use  all  means  to  eeod 
these  people  home,  speaks  of  desertion.  Dr. 
Feaco  calls  on  the  Government  to  send  out 
a  military  force,  saying,  that  the  colony  ia 
in  danger.  He  read  part  of  the  letter  of  Br, 
Feaco. 

According  to  the  slAtement  of  the  agen^ 
having  by  a  little  address  and  management 
connected  ourselves  with  this  society,  we  mnst 
now  send  out  a  military  and  naval  foroe  to 
defend  the  colonists.  He  held  in  his  hand  an 
answer  to  one  of  these  splendid  military 
achievements.  The  agent  has  asked  for  a  r*- 
ward  for  those  engaged  in  this  trade.  He  was 
not  content  with  the  abulia  epima  found  oa 
tlie  field  of  battle.  But  this  the  Secretary 
could  not  swallow^.  In  reply,  ho  stated  wliat 
was  the  olyect  of  the  act  it  must  be  obvious, 
from  all  the  documents,  that  the  olyect  of 
liberating  and  restoring  the  Africans  is  im- 
practicable. These  poor  animals  are  regarded 
with  distrust  by  everybody.  The  Cotomzation 
Society  is  not  able  to  support  them ;  and  if  the 
Government  does  not,  they  must  aiok.  Into 
this  Bitnation  we  have  buonght  them. 
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The  reply  of  tlie  Seoretarj,  while  it  cenuireB 
the  coarae  of  the  agent^  does  not  iippoffn  his 
motives;  bat  says  if  fae  had  gone  no  ftrther 
than  to  rec^tore  Afrioang,  Ute  Depfutmeiit 
woold  liave  BagtiuDeil  him :  bat  he  did  f{0 
further,  and  the  Society  ia  left  to  answer  for 
the  conseqaencea.  The  doable  character  which 
Ur.  Aihmon  fills,  is  thna  convenient  for  him. 
If  all  is  flair,  he  is  Agent  of  the  United  States ; 
if  foul  weather  cornea,  he  ia  the  Agent  of  the 
Society.  H«^  Ur.  P.,  regarded  the  eituatjon  of 
the  poor  creatures  who  were  sent  to  Ifasurado, 
■8  more  lamentable  than  that  of  the  tf&6  bleoka 
of  the  United  State*.  We  are  told,  in  one  of 
the  official  reports  of  the  oo1<Hiy,  that  every 
colonist  recdves  from  one  dolhu'  to  a  doUor 
and  a  half  a  day.  Nativelaboroanbeobtiuned 
for  three  or  fonr  dollars  a  month.  Tho  colo- 
nists get  the  native  tabor.  The  liberated  Afri- 
cans are  employed  in  public  labor,  and  get  no 
pay.  They  are  compelled  to  bo  aaUsfled  with 
their  mtionH,  and  a  little  tobacco.  The  ro- 
captared  Africans  are  made  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  A  letter  from  Dr. 
Fenco  is  the  authority  on  which  this  statement 
is  made. 

He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  we  are 
«>ing  to  Bond  tliese  180  Africans  included  in 
Uke  estimates,  to  be  fed  on  palm-oil,  and  cossodn 
and  tobacco.  But  there  is  an  appropriation  to 
support  these  Africans.  Ur.  Feoco  says,  tho 
Africans  who  have  been  there  for  more  than 
a  year,  and  tho  colonists,  support  themselves, 
and  are  not  of  much  expense.  Now,  tlio 
Africans,  for  whom  this  anpropriation  is  oskod, 
bavo  been  there  more  tnon  a  year.  It  is  a 
mere  farce  to  talk  of  sending  home  these  re- 
captured Africans.  The  committee  must  come 
to  a  decision,  and  cut  the  connection  with  thid 
Colonization  Society,  or  obtain  the  authority 
of  law.  Ho  would  be  jastiGed  in  calling  this  a 
gross  abuse,  if  notice  had  not  been  given  of 
this  intention.  In  1819,  tho  Pre^dent  had 
thrown  out  this  idea,  and  said  he  wm  going  to 
legislate  on  the  subject.  He  repelled  tlie  in- 
ference that  all  wliich  had  been  done  is  legal, 
becaiiBO  no  legislation  has  been  mode  to  act 
against  it.  He  hoped  Genera]  Giunes  would 
not  be  Sent  to  Africa ;  but,  if  necessary  to  send 
any,  he  hoped  it  would  be  done  by  the  agency 
of  law.  lie  thought  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
the  29  Africans,  if  the  oolouy  wonld  not  take 
tliem  into  its  bosom.  It  wonld  be  better  to 
Bead  them  elsewhere,  at  tho  public  expense. 

Look  at  tho  posNble  consequences.  Suppose 
Spain,  in  Iicr  wisdom,  should  demand  sotisEoc- 
tiou,  and  payment  of  hor  slaves.  She  has  tlie 
right.  Clin  we  say  this  was  the  act  of  tho 
colony,  when  she  can  reply,  it  vas  committed 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Sag  of  the  United 
States  f  Spain  will  not  enforce  her  claim  on 
na ;  but  she  may  go  and  take  vengeanoe  on  tho 
colony.  Menaced  by  war,  the  colony  cannot 
BQpport  itself;  The  S8  Africans,  and  the  180 
men  to  be  sent,  will  perish,  or  be  ^un  cap- 
tured.   If  the;  ore  Mdd,  and  oarried  Utto  bUt< 
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cry,  on  whose  head  will  be  the  responsibility  t 
Not  on  the  head  of  Congress.  We  have  done 
nothing  to  legislate  them  into  this  situation. 
We  are  not  under  any  obligation  to  stretch  out 
oar  hand  to  prevent  these  oonsequenoes.  We 
will  do  nothing  to  punish  those  who  repel  the 
aggressions,  and  to  retaliate  on  them  we  out- 
rages which  they  have  practised  upon  others. 
The  example  has  been  set  by  the  colonists; 
can  they  complin  if  the  example  be  retorted 
on  themt  We  have  thrown  away  the  Bible, 
and  taken  the  sword ,  thrown  aside  persuasion, 
and  adopted  force ;  and  our  colonists  must  be 
prcparea  for  aU  the  (MDseqnenoes  of  the  meas- 
ure, 

Mr.  Cook  would  not  go  into  a  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georg^  in  all  his  range  of 
remarks,  which  were  ae  much  unlooked  for  by 
the  Uonse  as  by_  him.  We  are  called  on  to 
make  an  appropriation,  under  an  existing  law, 
to  ctury  tliat  low  into  effect  He  reminded  the 
committee  that  the  United  States  had  de- 
termined to  set  her  face,  and  array  her  moral 
and  physical  power  against  slavery.  In  fulfil- 
ment of  tlie  powers  confided  to  the  President, 
and  under  his  construction  of  the  act  giving 
authority,  he  liod  sent  ont  armed  ships.  The 
act  authoriiea  the  President  to  transport  out 
of  tho  United  States  all  blacks,  mulattoes,  or 
[lersons  of  color,  to  pisce  theni  under  on  agent, 
and  to  make  such  rules  as  ho  may  think  best 
for  that  purpose.  Longuof^  could  nut  be  . 
plainer  nor  stronger  than  tiie  language  of  the 
uct.  In  fulfilment,  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
tliQ  President,  in  181B,  informed  the  House 
what  he  hud  done.  An  appropriation  of 
100,000  dollars  was  made.  This  had  been  ei- 
hansted.  The  power  by  which  this  act  was 
passed,  is  founded  on  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution wliicli  refers  to  the  migration  of  each 
persons.  We  have  authority  to  restore  them 
to  their  native-land;  aiid  now  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  rises  to  oppose  an  appropriation, 
in  an  appropriation  bill,  to  carry  into  effect  an 
custinglaw.  Ho  has  been  pleased  to  present 
to  us  a  long  history  of  the  diffioulties  which 
this  colony  has  encountered,  and  which,  if 
true,  could  not  affect  the  present  question. 

Mr.  Mercer  did  expect  that  some  remarks 
wonld  be  made  on  this  subject  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  but  he  tliought  tliey  would 
Uai'e  been,  made  on  his  resolution,  wiiich  he 
thoDght  was  still  on  the  table,  or  on  some  other 
fit  occasion,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  at  tlie  close  of  a  flitigulng  day's  busi- 
ness. The  appropriation  is  asked  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  tho  Navy ;  and  tho  committee  has 
already  cat  down  the  appropriation  lower  tlian 
he  had  expected.  But  ne  did  not,  above  all,  ex- 
pect that  the  gentleman  would  have  given  the 
distorted  and  discolored  picture,  which  bad 
placed  him  in  a  sitnatiou  in  which  ho  was 
scarcely  fit  to  answer.  He  did  nut  expect  to 
hear  Hint  the  soil  had  been  acquired  by  decep- 
tion. He  did  not  expect  to  hear  tlie  colony 
had  heea  eetded  bjr  fraud,  and  enpportad  hj 
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force  of  A  Isvleea  oharaoter.  He  wonld  en- 
deavor to  (to  ail  the  Justice  In  his  power  to  the 
eabject  In  all  hnmao  efforts,  we  find  imper- 
fection in  every  step ;  the  ezeretse  of  onr  will 
is  freqnentiy  hot  tJie  choice  of  evils.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  slave  traffic  I  Whose 
voice  was  first  raised,  in  this  House,  against  it? 
The  act  of  1807  provided  that  the  African  taken 
should  be  placea  in  the  States  into  which  they 
were  taken,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
State  L^slatnres,  It  was  called  an  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  trade ;  hut  its  effect  was  merely  to 
change  it  from  a  private  to  a  pnblic  trade.  The 
State  of  Oeorgia  passed  a  law  to  sell  The 
8tate  of  GeoTV<a,  hearing  of  the  existence  of  a 
Colonization  Society,  recognized  it  in  the  law, 
and  provided  that  any  slaves,  abont  to  be  so  sold, 
shoiud  be  given  over  to  the  Society,  on  the 
payment  of  the  expenses.  The  agent  who  went 
to  announce  to  these  Africans  that  they  Rhonld 
retnm  homo,  experienced  the  most  perfect 
pleasore  ever  enjoyed ;  these  nnhappy  beings 
fiung  around  him,  and  he  enjoyed  the  purest  of 
haman  satisfaction.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
they  should  be  taught  the  pains  of  slavery  here, 
to  indaoe  the  wish  to  return  to  their  own  conn- 
try.  Condemned  to  die,  do  they  not  kiss  the 
halter,  because  thev  think  it  will  convey  them 
to  their  native  land.  He  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  man  within  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
who  wonld  abridge  the  few  enjoyments  of  this 
race.  -We  have  naturalized  all  otiiers;  but 
have  never  naturalized  a  black  ;  and  if  such  a 

Eroposition  was  made  in  this  House,  it  would 
e  received  with  feelings  very  different  from 
his  at  this  moment.  We  have  brought  them 
here ;  here  it  is  their  interest  that  they  should 
bo  brought.  If  we  believe  that  the  sins  of  the 
father  were  visited  on  the  children'  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generation,  if  we  sincerely  repent  of 
this  evil,  let  us  eradicate  it.  He  hod  a  list  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  vessels,  which 
carried  on  this  traffic  all  along  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica. What  American  enterprise  and  capital 
Is  engaged  In  this  traffic,  he  knew  not.  It  was 
carried  on  with  an  art  which  puuled  the  most 
able  Judges  to  develop.  We  know  that  this 
trade  has  been  carried  on  on  American  account. 
Mr.  Hahiltos  said  he  was  admonished,  by 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  not  to  do  more  than 
to  explain  an  amendment  which  ha  meant  to 
ofkr,  but  which  it  was  not  now  in  order  to 
offer.  He  wished  we  shoidd  act  in  good  faith 
to  the  Africans,  bnt  should  not  go  beyond  it 
Ho  thought  this  would  meet  all  the  Goi'em- 
ment  is  bound  to  do.  We  are  not  bound  to 
support  these  Africans,  after  we  have  trans- 
ported them  to  their  native  land.  He  thought 
this  would  be  the  first  step  towards  the  decli- 
nation of  a  compulsory  co-partnership,  which 
has  commenced  in  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
serious  fraud,  although  the  motives  were  no 
doubt  good.  But  it  was  something  like  the 
great  contention  In  Christendom  which  was 
found  in  the  days  of  fanaticism.  He  did  not 
wish  to  preveat  Uie  ocM>persten  in  this  scheme 
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fWmi  Ibllowing  their  own  prefect.  He  vould 
not  quarrel  with  them  on  Uiat  point.  But  he 
was  desirous  that  we  should  keep  in  view  the 
meaning  of  the  act ;  and  not  snppose,  that,  by 
merely  sending  these  Africans  to  Cope  Ueen- 
rndo,  a  mere  port,  we  are  fulfilling  Its  ob- 
ject He  had  wished  to  submit  a  propositim 
with  ft  view  to  obtain  the  aid  of  Great  Britain 
to  send  these  persona  to  Sierra  Leone.      At 

E resent  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUan 
ave  been  expended  under  this  act,  and  only  two 
of  these  individuals  have  kissed  thek  native 
hearths. 

Mr.  Hkbcsk  said,  part  of  this  had  been  ex- 
pended in  the  keeping  of  the  slaves  in  Geor^ 

Mr.  Bakiltoh  said  he  did  not  include  the 
sum  appropriated  at  the  last  session.  If  we  de 
not  change  our  policy  in  this  re<it>cct,  we  diaU 
find  that  we  hare  planted  a  troublesome  goni4 
on  the  shore  of  Africa,  which  it  will  cost  modi 
gunpowder,  and  much  of  our  enersy,  to  sap- 
port.  He  believed  that  the  question  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  adopt  a  system  of  colo- 
nies  wonld  he  involved  in  this  subject  As 
soon  as  the  great  Impediment  in  the  avenue  of 
resolutions,  tho  great  mouutun  slide  whii^ 
stepped  up  the  way,  he  meant  the  resolution  of 
his  niend  ttvm  North  Carolina,  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  he  would  ofi^r  aresolutlonon  the  sub- 
ject, requesting  the  President  to  adopt  a  course 
which  he  would  point  out,  and  he  would  th«i 
leave  the  colony  to  act  for  itwlf.  Mr.  Ashmun 
had  been  called  a  "  military  chieftain."  He 
was  glad  to  find  this  Government  patronizing 
military  chieftains.  But  if  another  Uiilitarv 
chieftain  should  come  into  power,  he  would 
give  a  lesson  to  this  military  chienain  in  Af- 
rica as  to  his  precipe  duties,  and  his  privilege 
to  declare  war  and  peace.  This  hero  wants 
fifty  dollars  a  head,  and,  while  demanding  tt, 
he  naa  a  law  in  his  pocket,  which  It  requires 
no  Justinian  to  explain,  prohibiting  sneh  a  con- 
duct. Yet  on  this  man  his  fHend  troia  Vir^ 
glnla  pronounces  a  high  euloginm.  Mr.  Arib- 
mun  defeated  the  object  of  the  Government  in 
a  particular  point.  He  brings  back  these  re- 
captured Africans  to  hard  labor,  instead  of  send- 
ing them  home ;  and  when  they  attempt  to  go 
home,  they  are  pursued  as  deserters.  The  in- 
tention of  the  Government  is  defeated  by  this 
IndividuaL  The  gentleman  bad  said  this  matt 
displayed  talents  worthy  of  the  founder  (rf  an 
empire.  For  that  very  reason  we  do  not  want 
him  there,  where  he  chooses  to  take  into  his 
own  hand  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace. 

He  concluded  with  stating  that  he  should  of- 
fer Ms  amendment  as  soon  as  it  wonld  be  ta 
order ;  and  would  follow  up  this  with  a  resdn- 
tion  calling  on  the  President  to  gfvo  Inform*- 
tlon,  from  which  it  would  be  seen  whether  it 
be  proper  to  keep  up  this  society. 

HrWRKsfsSMd:  the  oommiltce  would  remem- 
ber that,  at  an  early  stage  of  tliis  session,  befiira 
the  subject  had  been  offered,  or  perhaps  thioneht 
of^  in  any  other  quarter,  he  had  rcspeetfuly, 
although  unsnooearfoUy,  attempted  to  draw  Oa 
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t»)imect«d  vrith,  and  tatended,  bad  it 
ed,  as  a  sDbslitut«  for  the  present  eideway  ap- 
proprUdoo,  (as  it  had  been  Bt;lo(),)  h«  bad 
aaked  to  raise  a  oommittes  U>  inauiro  into  and 
report  How  far  it  would  be  ezpeuient  to  go  in 
lud  of  the  transportaJJon  of  such  free  people  of 
color  as  might  wish  to  ko  to  Liberia,  or  to  other 
partflof  Africa,  the  lanu  of  their  fathers,  where. 
under  proridence,  they  might  not  only  afford 
timelj  hnt  efficient  ^d  to  save  this  little  colon  j 
of  their  brethren,  bnt  might  also  find  canse 
to  rejoice,  even  in  their  aaj,  from  lieholdinK 
■Toond  them  the  comforts  of  civilization,  ana 
the  hlessinga  of  light  and  life  diffused  through 
their  instrumental  it;.  And  here  ha  asked  ue 
committee,  whetlier  thns  coloaiziii^  the  whole 
coast  of  Africa  would  not  be  more  likelv  to  pat 
ft  atop  to  the  dave  trade  than  the.  plan  now 
adf^ited,  or  any  other  that  ooold  be  devised ; 
attended,  too,  as  it  would  be,  with  the  least 
possible  expenditure  of  blood  or  treasure,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  would  be  relieving  us  firom 
an  evil  growing  ont  of  an  intermingling  of  a 
free  black  and  slave  popolation,  nowhere  de- 
girable,  everywhere  cdsmitoos.  He  would  also 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  reminding  an  hon- 
orable member  of  the  House,  who,  when  he 
had,  on  one  occasion,  respectfully  called  for  a 
consideration  of  a  certain  resolution,  demanded 
a  division ;  that  he  envied  him  not  for  his  dis- 
position; that  where  lie  intended  a  mortifica- 
tion, by  showing  tliat  he  stood  alone,  he  had 
given  him  reason  to  rejoice,  because  it  most 
clearly  evinced,  what  would  at  all  times  delight 
his  heart  to  know,  viz :  that  he  hod  not  only 
8a6kient  strength  offered  him,  but  that  ho  was 
willing  to  use  it  in  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  his  duty,  however  unsupported  he  might  find 
himself  by  others.  Ue  rejoiced  to  be  able,  as 
he  was  bold  here  to  declare,  that  the  greatest 
share  of  happiness  be  experienced  was  derived 
from  those  few  facts  of  willing  obedience  to  the 
directions  of  that  spirit,  ever  victorious  with 
him,  who  shall  look  with  honest  sincerity  .with- 
in bis  own  breast,  for  a  true  and  faithfitl  mon- 
itor. He  had  last  year  refused  to  vote  for  the  , 
re-q>propriation  of  the  nnoipected  balance  of. 
the  original  $150,000  that  liad  been  voted  for 
thb  object,  because  he,  like  the  gentleman  from  . 
Georgia,  was  then  under  a  mistaken  opinion. 
That  honorable  member  had,  however,  removed, 
by  his  arguments,  this  day  offered  the  House, 
every  remaining  doubt  on  his  mind,  and  be 
was  now  satisfied  he  ought  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation called  for.  And  why?  Because 
this  colony  at  Liberia — this  little  handful  of 
men  (three  or  four  hundred  only) — had  so  con- 
ducted themselves  by  the  onthority  and  advice 
of  those  accredited  asents  of  this  Government, 
no  matter  whether  Justifiably  or  nnjusUfiably 
offered,  that  they  had  become  endangered, 
honriy  endangered,  fhim  the  Joint  efforts  of 
the  natives,  and  the  merciless  slave  traders; 
and  that  their  only  protection  rested  on  the 
arms,  ammunitions^  aud  rations  thus  pledged 


and  heretofore  afforded  them.  What  is  then  to 
be  done,  sir  t  Are  we.  after  having  been,  how- 
ever nnintentjonally,  the  instrument  in  thus  in- 
volving them,  at  once  to  cut  off  their  only 
chance  of  escmie,  and  thereby  become  their 
murderers,  by  leaving  them  itiaa  situated,  to 
meet  inevitable  destmction,  rather  than  grant 
the  pittance  asked  for!  He  tmsted  not:  at 
least,  be  would  clear  his  own  skirts  of  their 
blood :  and,  thereby,  discbai^  a  duty  he  owed 
to  God  and  homamty,  by  voting  for  the  appro- 
priation. 

Ur.  EbskkB  said,  there  was  certainly  a  tim« 
for  all  things ;  a  time  to  speak,  and  a  time  to 
be  silent.  He  had  hoped  the  committee  woold 
rise,  and  take  the  bill  into  the  House.  Now, 
OS  he  found  hb  motion  for  the  rising  of  the 
committee  was  not  carried,  he  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  excuse  bira  if  ha  aaid  a  few- 
words.  He  did  not  think  that  the  law  ^loqld 
be  a  sanction  for  this  appn^riation,  any  mora 
than  tlttt  a  wrong,  committed  many  yean  afft, 
derived  sanctity  from  age.  He  thought  Mr. 
Ashman  had  about  as  mnch  pnrity  of  motive  as 
the  reformer  who  went  to  South  America  to 
teach  religion,  with  a  bible  in  one  hand,  and 
a  sword  in  the  other.  He  had  once  thought 
there  was  disinterestedness  in  great  men ;  but 
experienoe  had  taught  him  that  this  was  a  mere 
dream  of  fancy.  David,  the  pious,  tender- 
hearted little  David,  sent  bis  csptains  to  the 
war,  while  he  staid  at  home  with  Bathidieba; 
and  ordered  Joab  to  place  Criah  in  the  front  of 
the  battle,  and  not  to  let  him  return  alive.  He 
looked  at  the  situation  of  these  AMcons  in  their 
own  country,  as  well  as  in  this  country.  We 
say  we  are  all  the  children  of  one  common  par- 
ent, that  we  meet  at  the  communion  table, 
and  ore  fit  to  go  together  into  the  presence  of 
God ;  but  will  we  allow  them  to  meet  us  in  our 
own  parlors!  No;  that  is  another  thins.  Ha 
referred  to  the  couree  whioh  hod  been  ttUen  on 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Saundeks.  It  was  a  rim- 
ple  qnestion,  and  might  have  been  plainly  an- 
swered. We  were  told  in  this  discussion  that 
the  freedom  of  deb^  had  never  been  assidled. 

Satuxdat,  Febmory  24. 
.    Maeherd  Fithery. 

"Mr.  TosLissoN,  ttoTo  the  Committee  oaOom- 
mcrco,  reported  the  following  bill : 
"A  BILL  to  authorize  the  licensing  of  ships  and 

vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  maclcerel  fishery. 

"St  it  enaettd,  ic.  That,  tnm  and  sner  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Collector  of  Iho  District  to  vhlch  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel may  belong,  on  an  application  for  that  purpose, 
by  the  master  or  owner  thereof,  to  grant  a  license 
far  carrying  on  the  mackerel  fishery,  to  sueh  ship  or 
vessel,  In  the  form  prescribed  in  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vc.>^eU 
to  bo  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  Sshcrirs 
nnd  for  regulating  the  same?  Providtd,  That  alt 
the  provbions  of  said  act,  req>ectlng  tb«  licensing 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  (lie  coasting  trade  and  flsb- 
eries,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  appUoable  l« 
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IiceDee^  Knd  to  Teaaela  liceued  for  caTTjing  od  tha 

Buctcrel  fisbery." 

Ur.  ToMLissonbrieflj  explained  the  nature  of 
the  bill.  Bj  the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  licenses 
werd  gruited  for  vewels  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  and  cod  fishing,  and,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  bounty  allowed  on  that  flaherj,  the 
elaimants  are  reqoired  to  make  oath,  that  they 
would  not  be  engaged,  except  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  cod  fishery.  Since  the  passage  of 
this  law,  a  fishery  for  mackerel  has  arisen,  and 
was  fast  becoming  a  valaable  branch  of  trade ; 
but  those  engaged  in  it  were  deprived  of  the 
bonntf  by  the  terms  of  the  oath.  This  state 
of  things  had  been  represented  by  abont  sev- 
enty respectable  petitioners  who  prayed  that 
the  tenns  of  the  oath  might  be  so  ^tered  as  to 
cover  the  mackerel  as  well  as  the  cod  fishery. ' 
The  Bcmplos  of  these  persons  ought  to  he  re- 
qwcted  and  relieved.  If  the  law  was  snfiered 
to  remain  as  it  now  stood,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  that  f^uda  wonld  be  committed, 
and  that  vessels  engaged  in  the  mackerel  trade 
wonld,  by  indirect  means,  obtain  the  bonnty 
given  by  law  to  those  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading 
on  Monday. 

IfoxDAT,  Febrnary  26. 
Claimi  vndtr  the  Florida  Treat]/. 

The  Ilonse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr,  Findlat,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  biU  "  making  proviMon  for  the 
settlement  of  snndry  claims  under  the  Florida 
Treaty." 

(This  bill  involves  tho  important  claim  of 
Mr.  Meade,  and  provides  that  the  IVesident  of 
the  United  States  direct  the  Third  Auditor  to 
examine  and  liquidate  all  such  claims,  under 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  as  were  re- 
jected by  the  Board  of  Commissioaers  for  want 
of  the  documentary  evidence  which  the  Span- 
ish Government  was  twnnd  to  furnish,  and 
which  liad  been  demanded  by  the  Fnitad 
States,  but  not  received  before  the  8th  June, 
1824.  That  the  Third  Auditor  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  the  rules  of  examination  and  liquida- 
tion established  by  said  Board ;  and  that  of  the 
claims  which  he  shall  adjudge  to  be 'valid,  there 
ehall  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  the  some  pro- 
portionate amount  as  was  paid  on  the  claims 
slloired  by  said  Board.  The  bill  also  provides 
for  the  compensation  of  the  Third  Auditor  for 
the  services  required.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  npon  the  subject 
was  read,  when — 

Mr.  Fonerrn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  leave  the  liquidation  of  these  claims  to  "  any 
three  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,"  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  "  the  Third  Auditor." 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 

iij.  F.  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  waa  to  give  an  opportunity  to  tho»e 
yerwnia  who  had  oUima  i^on  the  Spanish  Gov- 


ernment, which  had  been  Bssnmed  by  the  Ga>' 
emment  of  the  United  Stales,  but  who  htd 
be«i  precluded,  by  want  of  time,  from  prtgent- 
ing  them  to  the  Board  of  CommiMoneis  un- 
der tho  Spaniab  Treaty  to  try  the  vaMtj  o! 
those  cUims.    The  Select  Gommittee  wUdi  htd 


tnpointcd  on  tbis  subject,  had  ntisM 
themselves  that  the  claims  of  the  penonsuned 
in  the  bill  never  had  a  fair  and  ideqiiila  euot- 
ination,  and  that  this  was  not  owing  to  uf 
fanlt  or  neglect  of  theirs,  bnt  to  circnmstUKa 
over  which  they  had  no  oostrol.  The  Cofli- 
misuonera  who  were  apptnnted  under  tfa* 
treaty  for  the  cesaion  of  Florida,  had  mJied 
to  the  Spanish  Government  for  copies  eflbg 
papers  required  by  the  cl^nianta,  as  evidoM 
m  support  of  their  claims,  andcorrespondetliii- 
struotions  had  been  given  by  the  America 
Government,  to  our  Minister  at  the  Coorttf 
Spain,  to  obtma  them ;  but,  owing  to  (Iw  ra- 
settled  state  of  the  oonntry,  our  Minister  bid 
been  deprived  of  all  opportnnity  to  nuke  the 
demand,  nntil  the  three  year*  limited  bytbe 
treaty  for  tho  establishment  of  such  cltimt  bad 
BO  nearly  expired  that  thero  was  no  time  Mt 
for  their  presentation  to  the  Board  of  Cnii- 
mlssiouers.  The  causes  which  had  thns  d<- 
tained  our  Minister  were  of  public  notorietT. 
Tha  Government  had  been  driven  befor*  Ibt 
French  armies  from  Madrid  to  Seville,  and  from 
Seville  to  Cadiz,  and  he  had  been  prevented  bj 
the  blockade  from  landing  at  the  latter  plm 
till  what  was  called  in  Spain  the  oounter-ren)- 
IntioQ  had  taken  place,  and  this  event  did  not 
happen  till  near  the  close  of  the  last  year  il- 
lowed  by  the  treaty  for  the  establishment  vt 
American  claims.  Hence  the  evidence  in  np- 
port  of  these  claims  had  never  been  snl»it<ed 
to  any  tribunal.  All  that  was  intended  by  tbe 
bill  was  to  provide  snch  a  tribunal  for  tbei 
ozominatton,  in  order  that  the  dairoante  nii^t 
have  judgment  in  their  canse.  He  had  pro- 
posed the  amendment  with  a  view  to  pwW 
security,  btjlieving  it  more  proper  tliat  ^ 
manda  of  such  ttiagnitnde  should  be  paned  np- 
on by  a  court  consisting  ot  more  than  sm 
judge. 

Mr.  Cambbklbho  rase  to  pnt  a  single  qow- 
tion  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Gearfia 
It  was,  whether  his  object  was  not  to  re-oifU' 
ize  a  Board  of  Conunisdoners  to  examine  Spm- 
ish  cltims  ? 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  sdd,  in  reply,  that  his  di^ 
was  to  create  a  tribunal  for  snch  claims  w^J  " 
arose  in  consequence  of  a  non-fulfilment  rf  tbe 
treaty  witli  Spiun  in  1818.  An  article  in  thu 
treaty  limits  the  duration  of  the  CommissioDfDr 
deciding  on  claims  by  American  citizens,  ■gi'°^ 
the  Snonish  Government,  to  three  years, «» 

Srovides  for  the  furnishing  of  copies  of  all  i* 
cial  papers  in  the  possession  ot  tho  BnMi» 
Government,  when  requisite  to theestaUiwDttf 
of  those  claims.  In  some  coses  it  is  a  qnetik^ 
whether  the  failure  to  establish  eUmsis  not  s^ 
tribntable  to  the  neglect  of  theGovennnml^ 
Sp^;  but  in  that  of  Ueade  itwu  ponlf* 
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;  circa noBtances,  over  wliich  neither  the 
elaimont,  the  GuTernment  of  Spain,  not  that  of 
the  United  States  had  any  control,  having  pre- 
Tented  the  establishment  of  the  chum  within 
the  aUotted  time. 

Mr.  WicEucFs  thoaght  that  the  Honse 
DDght  not  thus,  at  the  heel  of  a  session,  to  be 
called  on  to  le^alate  npon  this  class  of  claims. 
For  his  part,  he  was  not  in  possession  of  a  snf- 
gcientlj  oconrnte  knowledge  of  the  DHtnre  and 
extent  of  the  cldms  referred  to,  nor  could  he 
indge  liow  far  the  Government  might  become 
liable  hj  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  for  anght  that 
appearwl,  it  might  be  to  an  immense  amoant ; 
the  extent  of  it  was,  it  seemed,  to  be  left  to  a 
foreign  Goremment  to  determine.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country  had  undertaken,  in 
the  Florida  treatj,  Ja  satisfy  cliuma  of  United 
States  citizens  ozainat  Sp^o,  to  the  amoant  of 
five  millions  of  dollars,  on  condition  that  Flor- 
ida shonld  be  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and 
a  board  of  Commissioners  had  been  established 
for  the  pnrpose  of  examining  and  passing  on 
the  valiaity  of  those  claims.  They  hod  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  dis- 
tributed the  whole  of  the  five  millions  among 
variooa  American  claimants.  Tliat  fund  was 
wholly  exhausted.  One  claim  is  now  presented 
to  the  amount,  as  he  understood,  of  upwards 
of  four  hnndred  thousand  dollars,  and  others 
are  included  in  the  bill,  to  what  amount  he 
was  at  a  loss  eren  to  conjecture.  Of  one  fact, 
however,  ho  was  thoroaghly  satisfied,  and  that 
was,  that  many  cliutns  had  been  passed  by  that 
lioiu^,  which,  had  they  been  Judged  of  by  their 
menu  alone,  must  have  been  promptly  rejected. 
But  the  Commissioners  were  bound  by  uie  let' 
ler  of  the  treaty,  and  hod  considered  them- 
telvea  compelled  to  pass  them.  Now,  said  Ur. 
ff.,  it  seems,  a  new  Board  is  to  be  created,  to 
oon»Et  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  and  this 
now  Board  is  to  decide  those  cliums  upon  evi- 
dence derived  from  the  Spanish  Government. 
But  that  Govemment  ia  not  Hable  for  the  ac- 
curacy with  which  this  evidence  is  to  be  fur- 
nishe^l ;  they  have  no  interest  in  presenting  it 
in  a  fair  and  egnitable  manner.  AH  they  will 
probably  do,  will  he  to  furnish  such  evidence 
as  is  called  for  by  the  claimant,  and  no  more. 
The  decision  will,  tlierefore,  be  mode  virtnally 
on  tx  parte  evidence.  He  thought  these  reasons, 
of  themselves,  conclusive  why  the  House  should 
not  now  provide  for  paying  claims  on  soch  an 
award.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  the 
committee  should  rise.  He  had  not  expected 
that  the  Bouse  was  to  be  deluged,  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  session,  with  old  claims  that  had 
been  once  rejected.  He  moved,  accordingly, 
that  the  committee  new  rise. 
Mr.  DwioHT  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
'  tncky  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  mo- 
ments ;  to  which  Mr.  V/jourvK  consented,  un- 
derstanding it  to  be  on  the  condition  that,  wlien 
Ht.  Dwiort  had  concloded  hia  remarks,  he 
would  make  a  umilar  motion. 


Ur.  DwioiCT  then  observed  that  this  claim 
was  of  a  sacred  character ;  it  was  one  of  those 
which  the  Spanish  Government  had  stipulated 
should  be  paid  by  that  of  tlie  United  States ; 
and  the  allowance  of  it  would  not  open  a  door 
to  controversy  with  a  foreign  nation,  as  might 
be  objected  against  similar  daims  on  the  French 
Government.  By  our  treaty  with  Spain  we 
obtained  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  which  were 
worth,  already,  five  times  the  amount  of  all 
onr  claims  on  that  Government.  Gentlemen 
need  not,  therefore,  be  alarmed  at  the  amount 
involved  in  the  present  bill.  The  amount  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  the  cldm. 
If  the  claim  was  Just  in  principle,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  able  to  pay  it,  the  amount  would 
form  no  valid  objection,  were  it  ten  times  aa 
great.  The  claim  had  not  been  ai^ndicated 
by  the  commission  of  1821,  only  because  the 
proofs  could  not  bo  produced  in  time,  though 
they  had  been  seasonably  applied  fur.  The 
gentleman  liad  spoken  wilh  dread  of  the  num- 
ber and  amount  of  other  claims  in  the  bill,  l>e< 
sides  that  of  Ur.  Ueode.  He  would,  in  reply, 
read  to  the  House  a  written  statement  of  the 
whole  of  them ;  they  amounted  U>  but  five  In 
all,  and  were  of  no  great  amount 

[Hero  Ur.  D.  read  the  statement  referred  to.] 
The  claim  of  Meade,  whatever  might  be  its 
amount,  was  iudispntably  included  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  cession.  A  question, 
as  would  be  remembered,  had  arisen  in  relation 
to  that  cession,  viz;  whether  it  would  be  recog- 
nized, or  not,  by  the  Cortes?  The  gentleman 
who  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
(Mr.  FoRSTTn)  was  at  that  time  our  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  Spun ;  and  he  had  been  personal- 
ly told  by  several  of  the  inflnentiol  members 
of  the  Cortes,  who  called  upon  him,  that  the 
recognition  of  the  cession  would  depend  on  the 
payment  of  these  claims  by  tlie  American  Gov- 
ernment. The  cession  was  recognized  as  well 
by  the  Cortes  as  by  the  subsequent  Qovemmenl; 
and  the  claim  before  the  House  hod,  therefore, 
a  sacred  character,  making  its  appeal,  in  a  for- 
cible manner,  to  the  national  faith.  It  would, 
doubtless,  have  been  passed  by  the  Commission- 
ers, hod  the  evidence  ^plied  for  been  received 
from  Spain,  in  time  to  examine  and  to  act  upon 
it.  The  application  for  it  was  made  fourteen 
months  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the 
claim.  It  was  demanded  from  Spain  by  the 
American  Government,  and  would  have  been 

Srocnred  and  presented  in  time,  had  not  Mr. 
Felaon.  onr  Minister,  who  went  ont  as  sncces- 
sor  to  Ur.  Forsyth,  been  prevented  from  pre- 
senting himself  to  the  Spanish  Government  by 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  The  commission,  it 
would  be  particularly  noticed,  sat  long  enough 
to  have  received  and  passed  upon  the  Spanish 
evidence,  had  the  demand  been  made  when  Mr, 
Nelson  first  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Spain  ^  but 
his  being  prevented  from  landing  by  the  French 
blockading  force,  occasioned  the  delay  which 
has  proved  minons  to  this  claimant.  The  com- 
mission dosed  withnnt  alluwing  his  claim ;  but 
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it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  said,  that  the 
cl^m  had  been  rejected  bj  the  Commissionera ; 
fur  they  never  eiuained  the  proofa  on  which  it 
rested.  We  have,  in  the  meanwhile,  obtained 
the  Floridas,  and  twent7  milUouB  wonld'this 
daj  be  too  smaJl  a  price  for  them.  Were  the 
TToited  Statea  to  my  three,  four,  or  five  bnn- 
dred  thousand  dollars  to  these  clumanta,  thef 
would  atill  be  vaat  gainera  bj  the  bar^n.  Ab 
to  the  tribunal  before  whom  the  proofa  were 
pTopoied  to  be  laid,  it  waa  notorious  to  all  men 
that  no  officers  were  more  keeo-siriited,  ri^d, 
and  scmpnlous,  than  the  officers  of  ^e  Treas- 
vrj — they  have  even  been  censnred  fbr  the 
rigor  with  which  thej  jndged  of  all  cUims 
thateaiae  before  them.  We  have,  he  repeated, 
received  the  compensatjon  from  Spain,  for  al- 
lowing and  pacing  these  claims  of  our  own 
eHizens;  and  if  the  Honse  darod  to  refute  the 
jnst  demand  of  an  American  citizen  in  such  cir- 
enmstances,  he  would  od\j  say  they  dared  to 
do  flagrant  injustice.  Here  were  servicea  of 
a  very  important  charnoter,  rendered  by  one  of 
onr  citiiens  to  Spain,  and  that  under  circnm- 
■tancea  the  most  trying  that  oonld  be  imapned; 
for  this  claimant  bad  been  two  years  in  the 
most  odiong  and  irksome  confinement  in  a 
Spanish  dungeon.  If  his  Government  conld 
refuse  to  compensate  him,  they  wonld  be  leiis 
Jnst  than  that  of  Spain ;  for  she  acknowledged 
tj)e  debt,  and  wonld  have  paid  it,  had  we  not 
assumed  the  obligation.  He  was  peranaded 
that  this  imputation  could  never  be  deliberately 
incurred  by  an  American  Congress. 

Mr.  WicKLHTB  now  said,  that  the  more  he 
heord  of  this  claim,  tlie  more  ho  was  confirmed 
in  the  correctness  of  his  fonner  opinion  respect- 
ing it.  How  many  gentlemen,  of  all  those  pres- 
ent, had  locked  into  the  documents  accompany- 
ing this  claim  ?  Were  gentlemen  satisflea  that 
It  ever,  ought  to  have  been  paid  nnder  the  Flor- 
ida Treaty,  or  was  coverea  by  its  provisions  t 
Were  they  prepared  to  say  thot  this  Govern- 
ment is  liable  to  make  good  the  claims  of  its  cit- 
izens on  Spain  out  of  other  fiinds  besides  tlie 
five  millions  pledged  by  the  treaty!  And  if 
the  bill  passes  this  Honse,  is  there  the  least 
probability  that  it  will  pass  the  other  branch 
of  the  Kotional  Legislature!  Is  it  right,  at  so 
late  a  period  as  this,  with  sach  a  mass  of  mat- 
ter pressing  for  the  attention  of  the  House,  to 
attempt  to  settle  n  principle  of  so  much  im- 
portance? As  to  the  equity  of  the  cloim,  de- 
rived from  the  value  of  the  Florida  purchase, 
he  thought  there  was  very  little  weight  in  that 
argument;  for  he  was  inclined  to  think  the 
Government  hod  been  worsted  in  the  negotia- 
tion. They  hod  paid  five  millions  in  cloima — 
and  when  to  this  should  be  added  the  expense 
of  surveying,  he  believed  that  it  wonld  tnm 
out  that  we  had  got  but  a  sorry  bargain. 

Mr.  W.  now  renewod  his  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed — ayea  83,  noes  6S. 

And  the  committee  having  risen,  and  asked 
leave  to  ut  agun,  leave  waa  refiised. 


[PnwiAKT,  18Sr. 

The  bill  having  been  reported,  together  wift 
Mr.  FoRsrrn's  amendment,  to  the  House, 

Mr.  WcBTS  said  tliot  it  would  be  impossiUa 
to  do  justice  to  the  discns^on  of  the  bllt,  with- 
out having  some  reference  to  the  ar^ment 
which  hod  been  adduced,  while  it  waa  in  com- 
mittee; and  thongh  thi^  he  knew,  waa  not 
strictly  regular,  he  noped  it  would  be  pennitted 
by  the  Chair  from  the  considcralion  he  had 
mentioned.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  came  too  late ;  the  eqniTalent 
for  those  claims  hod  already  been  received,  and 
it  was  too  much  to  say  that  an  American  cit- 
izen was  to  be  consigned  to  irretrievable  ruin, 
while  the  conntrf  had  received,  and  was  enjoy- 
ing, a  benefit  ceded  to  it  on  the  express  c<Huli- 
tlon  that  Spain's  debt  to  him  should  be  paid  by 
his  own  Government. 

The  gentleman  hod  home  avery  consplcnoos 
part,  in  a  late  debate,  about  the  paltry  snm  of 
$20,000.  Kow,  Mr.  W.  aoid,  he  should  hold 
up  his  hands  againstthe  gentleman's  consuming 
BO  much  of  the  time  of  the  Honse  on  such  a 
matter  as  that,  and  refuse  to  give  en  hour  to  a 
claim  like  the  present,  ao  sacred  in  its  character, 
so  large  in  its  amount^  and  of  such  vital  impoi^ 
tance  to  one  of  onr  own  citirens.  The  gentle- 
man aska,  who  has  read  the  docnments  in  thii 
case!  And  is  a  just  claim  to  bo  r^ected  be- 
CBOse  gentlemen  have  not  read  thedocumentst 
Why  have  they  not  read  them !  The  docn- 
ments have  long  been  printed  and  laid  on  the 
gentlemen's  tables.  When  is  the  time  to  come 
when  they  will  choose  to  read  them  f  Are  they 
to  defer  it  till  the  clamant  is  in  his  grave  and 
his  children  come  here  and  find  us  groy  head- 
ed! When  the  treaty  was  negotiated  by  which 
thb  country  has  acquired  the  Floridos,  thia 

gintleman  was  a  merchant  under  the  Spanish 
ovemment.  He  had  a  claim  on  that  Govern- 
ment which  is  acknowledged  to  be  just;  It  was 
not  for  spoliations,  but  for  matters  of  contract 
When  the  treaty  waa  concluded  the  United 
States  agreed  to  exonerate  Spain  from  all  obli- 
gation to  pay  this  and  other  claims  of  onr  citi- 
zens against  her;  but  Mr.  Meade,  instead  of 
availing  himself  of  this  provision,  petitioned, 
on  the  contary,  that  he  might  not  be  considered 
as  included  within  it,  bnt  might  be  left  to  fight 
his  own  canse  with  the  Spanish  Government 
angle  handed.  Tliis  was  refused  him,  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  purposes 
and  views  of  its  own,  included  his  claim  within 
the  treaty  stipnlation  exonerated  Spain  from 
the  payment  of  it,  and  took  upon  itself  to  pay 
it  out  of  the  fund  it  liad  by  that  treaty  recently 
acquired. 

Tho  gentleman  from  KentucW  had  said,  or 
insinuated,  that  the  testimony  in  anpoort  ot 
this  claim  was  not  of  a  satisfactory  kind,  Ths 
gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken.  The  olgM- 
tion  of  the  Commissioners  did  not  rest  on  iba 
character  of  the  testimony,  but  on  points 
wholly  distinct  from  it  la  anpport  of  thia 
assertion  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
gentleman  and  the  Booae  to  a  wrftteu  €fHa> 
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ton  of  one  of  the  Commiaalaaen  to  the  eon- 
trarj- 

[Mr.  ^uBis  hero  read  the  opiniim  of  one  of 
the  Commissioners.] 

Nov,  asked  Hr.  W.,  -will  the  gentlemtm  from 
Eentut^y  rise  ia  his  plaoe  and  aa;,  that,  after 
nch  an  examination  and  such  an  ezpression 
of  opinion  by  one  of  the  officers  of  this  Oovern- 
mcnt,  men  who  had  no  conceivable  interest  In 
the  decision,  imd  who  were  of  known  talent 
and  integrity,  that  the  claim  shall  at  once  be 
rejected  t  that  no  tribunal  shall  be  allowed  to 
examine  and  decide  opon  it  t 

It  was  a  claim  which  had  been  presented 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  the  officers 
of  the  Spaiush  Government  had  allowed  and 
admitted  it;  but  Spain  lingered  in  the  pay- 
ment ;  it  has  been  tranrferred  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  deferred,  from 
season  till  season,  till  at  length  we  are  told  the 
United  States  is  not  bound  to  pay  it.  All  the 
original  papers  Ur.  Ueade  was  obliged  to  snr- 
render  to  uie  Spanish  Government,  when  hia 
claim  waa  omed  there ;  they  were  distribnted 
throogh  the  Departments  of  tiie  Spaoish  Gov- 
ernment, and  there  they  still  remain.  The 
Commissioners,  esteeming  themselves  bound 
to  require  these  originals,  apprised  Ur.  Ueade 
that,  antil  these  should  be  produced,  they  could 
not  admit  his  claim.  He,  in  consequence, 
made  immediate  application  for  them  to  the 
^Mnish  Government;  but,  from  circumstances 
which  had  already  been  ^ted  to  the  House, 
he  oonld  not  obtain  them  in  suitAble  time.  The 
five  millions  had  all  been  paid  away ;  and  he 
w*s  thus,  without  any  fault  or  nwlect  of  his 
own,  entirely  excluded.  Thus  the  Government 
has,  in  effijct,  talcen  the  property  of  this  Ameri- 
can citizen,  applied  it  t«  Uie  parcbase  of  the 
Floridas,  and  now  refose  to  pay  bim  for  it,  or 
even  to  appoint  a  tribunal  where  he  may  have 
a  tea  hearing.  Is  not  this  monstrons  f  Shall 
I,  asked  Mr.  W.,  take  the  money  out  of  that 
gentleman's  pocket,  use  it  to  boy  a  fanu  for 
myself^  or  my  children,  and  when  he  asks  re- 
payment, and  offers  to  prove  how  much  I  took, 
■boll  I  say,  because  I  am  stroiiger  t1'in  he, 
that  I  will  not  pay  bim,  or  even  suffer  him  to 
prove  bis  dem^id?  Uust  this  claimant,  after 
waiting  with  patience  at  our  door  for  years, 
when  at  length  his  bill  has  come  up  for  con- 
dderation,  be  told  that  hia  Just  claim  is  de- 
fbrred  for  yet  a  year  longer?  Ue  is  not  a 
young  man ;  he  was  once  wealthy  ;  he  is  not 
10  now ;  we  bold  his  property ;  all  be  asks  is 


b  enongh  of  justice  in  this  Congress,  to  say 
thathe  tuiH  waited  long  enoagh;  that  his  day 
of  hearing  shall  be  set,  his  judges  ^pointed, 
and  his  dtum  fnlly  and  fairly  examined.  Mr. 
V,  concluded  with  an  ^>ology  for  the  earnest- 
ness he  had  betrayed,  and  tlia  time  he  had 
inadvertently  occujiied,  but  lie  should  feel  that 
be  had  beea  wauuug  to  the  rigbta  of  a  coH' 


stituent  and  of  an  American  citizen,  had  he  rft- 
mained  silent,  and  Guttered  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  &om  Kentucky  to  paw  without 
reply, 

Mr.  Akoher  said,  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  this  claim  hod 
been  referred,  and  he  had  given  it  a  careful 
examination.  The  sentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  mistaken  in  both  the  points  he  had  taken. 
He  supposes  the  House  is  not  now  prepared 
to  pass  this  bill — if  not,  when  would  it  be  pre- 
pared 1  The  bill  had  been  reported  at  the  last 
session,  and  if  want  of  preparation  was  a  good 
reason  now,  why  might  not  the  same  reason 
be  repeated  forever!  If  gentlemen  were  not 
prepared,  they  ought  to  be ;  ample  time  bad 
been  allowed,  and  every  opportunity  given. 

But  the  geutleman  seems  to  be  of  opinion  ^ 
that  this  Government  ia  not  hound'  to  p^  tbia 
claim,  be  it  ever  so  just  a  one.  Sir,  I  say  that 
this  Government  is  bound  to  pay  iL  And 
why !  It  has,  in  two  instances,  forcibly  inter- 
fered and  obstructed  this  claimant  in  obtaining 
Justice,  when  he  had  the  near  prospect  of  fully 
succeeding. 

Wlien  our  treaty  was  mode  with  Spun,  be 
expressly  said  that  he  did  not  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  be  responsible  for 
the  claim ;  all  he  asked  of  it  was  to  stand 
aside ;  to  leave  him  to  hia  own  chance,  and 
only  to  abstain  from  throwing  any  obstacles 
in  the  way,  or  taking  any  course  which  would 
condemn  the  claim.  And  what  was  the  reply 
of  his  own  Government  t  They  refused  hii 
request  They  determined  to  interfere ;  and 
they  said  to  him,  your  claim  ihatl  be  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty,  and  it  ikall  be  liable  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  This  was  the  &ret 
case  in  which  we  forcibly  interposed,  and  we 
here  prevented  his  obtaining  his  money  from 
the  Government  of  Spun.  Ascertaining  that 
the  proof  reouired  by  the  Commissioners  waa. 
such  as  could  only  be  got  from  Spain,  fifteen 
months  before  the  time  for  examining  thia 
evidence,  he  again  goes  to  bis  own  Government 
and  prays  them  to  send  to  Spain  for  the  neces- 


due  to  him,  but  they  oonld  not  allow  him  e' 
this  amount  witliont  having  evidence  from 
Sptun.  Here,  then,  the  American  Government 
says  to  one  of  its  own  citixens,  who  has  a 
cltum  already  acknowledged  by  the  Qovoru- 
mcnt  of  Bpiuu,  "  you  shall  look  to  me,  and  not 
to  Spain,  for  thia  money ;  I  wilt  send  for  your 
vouchers,  and  get  them  for  you  within  the 
time  which  I  have  chosen  to  limit  for  the  pro- 
duction of  proof."  He  accordin^y  givea  hia 
Government  a  memorandum  of  the  papers  re- 
quired. The  Government,  owing  to  ciroum- 
stances  with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  does 
not  apply  in  time  to  get  these  papers ;  and  the 
period  it  had  arbitrarily  fixed  for  their  eism- 
inatiuD  expires;  its  citizen  is  shut  ontfrom  tho 
tribonal  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  now,  when 
be  oomea  to  yon,  and  modestly  aaka  that  some 
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tribniiB]  ma;  be  ordered  to  einmine  hia  voach- 
ers  and  pass  noon  the  justice  of  his  claim,  he 
is  to  be  refoaea  f  He  doea  not  ask  for  money ; 
he  asks  only  a  tribunal  and  a  jodge ;  ond  is  it 
to  be  refiised  t  It  wonld  tbrm  a  case  of 
enormons  and  unparalleled  atrocity.  Sir,  I 
have  looked  at  this  evidence,  and  I  care  not 
before  what  tribunal  it  is  to  be  presented. 
Yon  may  send  it  to  the  bench  of  Hinos  and 
Badamanthus ;  1  care  not;  only  let  it>  have  a 
fall  and  fdr  examination.  As  one  interested 
in  the  resouroee  of  the  Government,  I  hope  he 
may  not  be  able  to  catablisli  liis  claim ;  bnt 
never,  while  there  is  a  cent  in  the  treasnry, 
never  will  I  consent  to  obstruct  any  claim  by 
methods  such  as  these.  Suppose  we  shall  pass 
this  bill,  do  we  thereby  dedare  that  this  man's 
9  claim  is  JQst)  By  no  means.  We  only  say 
that  his  claim,  wiUi  the  evidence  in  support  of 
it,  shall  be  examined  by  onr  own  olKc«rB ;  and 
I  believe  no  gentleman  who  hears  me  will 
dissent  from  t£e  position,  that,  if  it  is  to  so 
before  Ur.  Hogner,  it  will,  at  least,  be  thorough- 
ly  wiled.  Bnt  if  you  reject  tlie  bill,  you  con- 
demn and  annihilate  the  claim,  without  know- 
ing whether  it  be  just  or  not.  To  do  this 
wonld,  nnder  all  the  circumstances,  be  one  of 
the  most  uuparalleied  and  nnatoned  acts  of  in- 
justice that  ever  was  perpetrated. 

Mr,  FoKSTTK  now  renewed  the  motion  ho 
had  made  in  committee  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  also  moved  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  which  provides  for  idtowing  the 
Third  Auditor  a  certain  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
aalnry  now  allowed  him  by  law. 

He  said,  that  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  was  willin);  to 
trust  to  the  justice  of  Congress  to  reward  the 
auditors  Tor  any  estra  service  it  might  occasion 
them,  and,  th^efore,  he  did  not  propose  to  in- 
sert any  clause  fixing  their  remuneration  before- 
hand. Ur.  F.  said  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  which  remained  of  the 
sesdun,  and  the  number  and  amount  of  private 
as  well  as  public  bills,  which  were  waiting  the 
action  of  the  House ;  he  would,  therefore,  en- 
deavor tiO  guard  himself  from  digressing  into 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  should  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  right  of  the  op^piicant  to  have 
its  justice  examined  and  decided  upon.  He 
believed  himself  to  be  fully  possessed  of  the 
merits;  but  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know- 
that  here  was  an  American  citizen,  suffering 
great  ii^astioe,  fhHn  no  fault  of  his,  hut  from 
that  of  his  own  and  of  a  foreign  Government, 
and  that  this  House  alone  had  the  power  t« 
redeem  him  from  it.  The  circumstances  of 
this  case  were  most  extraordinary.  Mr.  Meade, 
it  seems,  had  a  claim  against  the  Government 
of  Spain,  which  was  acknowledged  by  that 
Government.  The  Board  of  Commissioners, 
^ipointed  under  the  Florida  treaty,  having 
concluded  that  this  claim  was  embraced  by 
that  treaty,  Ur.  Ueade  submitted  to  them  a 
written  acknowledgment,  given  by  the  com- 
toisMoners  of  the  Govermnent  of  Spain,  that 


a  certain  snm  was  due  by  that  Government  ti 
him.  This  acknowledgment  was  given  be-  \ 
tween  the  first  signing  of  tlie  treaty  and  its  I 
final  ratification.  His  documents  were  de-  \ 
manded  by  the  Spanish  Government.,  and  I 
having  been  surrendered  by  Mr.  Meade^  were 
distributed  through  the  offices  to  whicb  tbey 
severally  belonged.  When  Mr.  Meade  Enlnnit- 
ted  his  claim  to  the  Commissicinera,  accom- 
panied by  the  certificate  or  acknowle<lgn)ent 
before  referred  to,  they  replied  that  this  wm 
not  snfflcieDt  evidence,  and  that  they  mmt 
have  the  original  documents  or  certified  cojrin 
of  them.  Mr.  Meade  remonstrated  on  tite 
hardship  of  betog  compelled  to  produce  papm 
which  be  had  previously  been  obliged  to  give 
up  to  the  Spanish  Government,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  ne  had  produced  a  certificate 
which  was  the  result  of  their  examination,  sri 
showed  them  to  contain  conclnsive  proof  of  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  The  Com  miss!  on  era,  how- 
ever, were  stem  and  icfiexible,  and  continued 
to  demand  the  vouchers.     Meade,    in  reply. 


coDtwned  a  provision  that  the  Bpanish  Govos- 
ment  ahonld  fumifh  to  claimants  mcfa  offiriil 
pa^re  as  were  applied  for  to  establish  thor 
claims,  and  prayed  that  the  C<imnii$$iooen 
would  take  measures  to  obtain  Iiis  evidti»e 
from  that  Government.  Tliey  did  so,  and  Mr. 
Nelson  accordingly  received  instructions  to  de- 
mand them ;  but  as  he  was  prevented,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  from  landing  on  the 
6pani^  soil,  the  papers  were  not  obtained,  and 
the  Commissioners  accordingly  rqccted  tk* 
claim.  The  consequence  lias  been,  that  this 
claimant  is  made  poor,  though  he  has,  accctd- 
[ng  to  the  written  acknowledgment  both  of  lbs 
Spanish  and  of  the  American  Commissioner^  a 
just  claim  to  what  wonld  render  him  independ- 
ent. (An  such  a  cose  bo  left  wiibout  redress  I  . 
Shidl  an  American  citizen  be  thus  plundeitd  I 
of  his  ail  ?  What  has  been  his  &ult  f  Did  b«  | 
notDseall  proper  diligence  in  prosecuting  Ui  | 
claim)  Was  he  not  in  a  fair  way  of  obtaining  i 
Justice  when  this  Government  interfered,  de-  ' 
clared  his  claim  merged  by  tlie  treaty,  and  i 
undertook  themselves  to  be  his  pavmastent 
If  his  vouchers  were  in  Spain,  conld  lie  compd 
the  Spanish  Government  to  surrender  themF 
And  was  it  his  fault  that  his  Government  taikd 
in  procuring  them  I  Surely  not.  And  now, 
after  having  had  hope  thus  deferred  by  cor 
act,  must  he  be  refused  even  a  tribunal  to  liT 
his  claim  t  Hr.  F.  said  the  committee  hn 
revised  to  go  into  the  grounds  of  the  Spanish 
Commis^oners'  deci^on,  and  had  relnctanlly 
brought  in  the  bill  in  its  present  ^hape.  Ii 
Spain  was  in  the  wrong,  this  Government  hrf 
a  right  to  demand  from  her  all  that  it  ehonU 
pay  to  Meade — and  the  object  of  the  bill  WH 
only  to  give  him  what  he  had  been  depriv«j 
of  by  the  short  duration  of  the  commisnoi. 
The  committee  had  no  chcdce  between  doiBf 
this  and  dtdng  iqjuslioe. 
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Mr.  ETBanr,  of  MaaaftohoBetta,  said  that  the 
Mnendment  removed  mnch  of  his  difflcnltj. 
He  hod  himself  been  opposed  to  taking  np  this 
bill  at  thia  time,  bat  the  Hooae  decided  other- 
irige,  and  as  it  bad  been  taken  ap,  be  hoped  it 
ironld  pass  as  amended.  He  hod  carefully  ex- 
amined the  dooumsDts  in  relation  to  this  daim, 
and  his  sole  otgect  was,  that  Justice  shonJd  be 
done.  Whether  the  amount  is  80,000  dollars, 
or  300,000,  or  3,000,000,  was  a  consideration 
tiiat  ooght  to  have  no  place  in  this  matter.  If 
the  Government  owed  the  money,  he  cared 
not  what  was  the  amonnt ;  it  ooght  to  b«  paid. 
He  should  angor  darldy  indeed  for  our  instjtn- 
tions,  if  the  inqairj  of  this  Hoose  is  to  be,  not 
whether  a  debt  is  dne,  but  whether  it  is  small. 
He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  ftrim  G«or^a 
And  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  con- 
tented themselves  with  suffering  the  claim  to 
rest  OD  its  own  merits,  bat  bod  proceeded  to 
eomment  with  severity  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Gommissionera  in  rf^ecting  the  olt^m. 
There  was  not  now  time  to  examine  their  de- 
cision, or  to  inqnire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  treaty  had  been  conducted — he  would, 
tberefore,  do  no  more  than  take  leave  to  deny 
the  accuracy  of  some  of  tbo  statements  which 
had  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  par- 
ticularly when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  anJd  the 
decision  of  the  Ooramissioaersnndorit  had  been 
characterized  as  acts  of  unparalleled  atrocity, 
uid  miatoned  injustice.  He  thought  that  sen- 
tence of  ooDdemoatioa  had  better  have  been 
withheld. 

Mr.  MoLanz,  of  Delaware,  add  he  cononrred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts,  who 
hod  just  tiSien'hie  seat,  in  the  view  he  had  ex- 
pressed in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  material  improvement  in  the  bill.  The 
amount  dne  the  claimant  might  possibly  bo 
very  considerable,  but  that  formed  no  reason 
why  the  bill  shonld  not  now  be  considered,  or 
why  the  amount  should  not  be  allowed.  K  the 
largeness  of  the  amonnt  was  to  have  any  weight 
at  all,  oil  it  bad  was  certainly  on  the  side  of 
the  claimant.  Bat  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  a  bill  which  might  involve  the  payment 
of  so  large  an  amount,  should  pass  without 
mature  discnssion,  both  in  the  committee  and 
out  of  the  committee.  The  amonnt  atone  was 
of  itself  sufficient  to  produce  opposition  to  the 
bill.  But  it  was  impossible  that  snch  n  body 
as  this  Hotse  should  examine  minutely  every 
claim  that  came  before  it.  It  must,  from  ne- 
cessity, pnt  great  faith  in  the  examinations 
made  by  its  Standing  Committees.  The  body 
was  too  unwieldy  to  go  into  such  minntiie ;  and 
the  present  case  did  but  renew  and  strength- 
en a  conviction  he  had  long  entertained,  and 
had  more  than  once  expressed,  of  the  pressing 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  some  other  ar- 
rangement, in  relation  to  the  decision  of  private 
claims.  As  they  were  now  disposed  of,  there 
was  not  only  a  great  consumption  of  time, 
which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  public  con- 
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cems  of  the  country,  but  unavoidable  danger 
of  doing  the  most  flagrant  ii^ustice.to  claim- 
ants themselves.  The  committeee,  be  knew, 
and  admitted,  did  the  duties  assi^ed  them, 
with  as  much  diligence  and  devotion  as  conld 
be  expected  from  any  men  \  but  the  difflcnltiea 
were  snoh,  as  no  diligence  could  anrmount. 
It  was  physically  impossible  for  them  to  exam- 
ine with  minutoness  oue-half  the  dooumenta 
submitted  to  them.  They  did  what  tbey  could ; 
but  the  result  was,  that  clums  were  either 
deferred  in  a  manner  that  amounted  practically 
to  a  denial  of  justice,  or  decided  on  sucb  im- 
perfect  examination,  as  often  put  justice  at  tha 
greatest  hazard.  The  documents  in  theprMeat 
case  were  voluminous,  and  involved  thamvesti- 
gation  of  a  great  number  and  variety  of  quea- 
tions  of  the  greatest  moment.    From  what  at- 


of  great  and  undeserved  hardship, 

Mr.  MoL.  tlien  stated,  that,  during  Mr. 
Meade's  residence  in  Spain,  the  Government  of 
that  country  became  indebted  to  him  for  sin>- 
plies  of  provisions  famished  them  during  t£» 
ConstitutJonBl  War  of  defence  against  the  in- 
va^on  of  the  French ;  and  that,  on  the  retnn^ 
of  the  king,  Mr.  Meade  was  imprjsofied  Ju  on« 
of  the  castlw  of  Oadiz  for  more  tlian  two  year& 
and  was  finally  released  by  the  interfereDoe  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  After 
his,  Mr.  M.'e  release,  a  court  was  organized  in 
S^ain,  which  fixed  the  amonnt  due,  and  th9 
faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  oay  it. 
Lands  in  the  Floridas  were  offered  Mr.  Meade 
in  payment,  but  our  Government  being  then 
in  treaty  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  direct- 
ly intimated  to  Mr.  Meode  their  unwillingness 
to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  be  gave  it 
np,  with  assurances  from  our  Government,  that 
his  debt  ahould  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  very  demand  itself  was 
liquidated  under  the  anspices  of  the  Minister 
from  the  United  States.  The  Cortes  of  Spain 
considered  the  demand  of  Mr.  Meade  a  national 
debt;  and  the  king  affirmed  it  as  such.  When 
the  treaty  was  about  to  be  ratified  by  the  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  Meade  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which  the  claimant  distinctly  requested 
that,  if  Government  conld  not  give  him  assur- 
aoces  of  being  paid  in  full,  that  his  claim  shonld 
not  be  included,  and  that  he  would  look  to 
Spain  for  his  indemnification.  The  treaty  was 
ratified,  with  the  entire  understanding  that  this 
claim  was  included.  When  the  Commissi  oners 
under  the  treaty  were  appointed,  the  claim  was 
■resented,  but  not  allowed ;  not  that  they  be- 
ieved  the  clwm  was  not  good,  but  got  over 
thia  large  amonnt,  npon  some  want  of  docu- 
ments, entirely  ont  ot  the  power  of  the  claim- 
ant then  to  procnre.  The  Minister  of  tha 
United  States,  and  every  officer  of  Government 
within  the  scope  of  whose  duties  the  slightest 
consideration  of  the  subject  came,  were  in 
favor  of  the  olum.  But,  after  all  these  exer- 
tions which  Mr.  Meode  has  made,  and  all  th« 
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•srarances  which  have  been  given  him,  he  has 
been,  jettli  aA«r  year,  memorialklng  Congress 
to  hear  him  on  the  Bnbject,  or  to  Appoint  n  tri- 
Inma]  for  that  porpoee ;  bnt  he  has  aaed  in 
T^n.  Ever;  oMtacle  hu  been  thrown  in  his 
way ;  no  investigation,  beyond  a  hearing  before 
the  committee,  hsa  been  afforded.  An  investi- 
oatjoa  Is  all  he  now  asks ;  ahall  this  be  denied 
him  t  Ib  it  for  the  honor  of  onr  coontrj  to 
keep  one  of  its  valnable  citizens  so  lon^  in 
suspense  t  Shall  we  waste  his  means,  Ms  time, 
his  patience,  in  following  Oongrem  from  session 
to  session,  and  get  no  remedy  1  The  good  faith 
of  the  nation  is  involved  in  the  qnestjon ;  and 
he,  Ur.  UoL.,  trusted  that  the  bill  would  pass. 
If  the  mm  was  dne  Mr.  Meade,  as  be  believed 
It  was,  he  ought  to  have  it.  The  amount  of 
the  claim  should  make  no  difference  in  the 
readiness  to  ezimine  it,  dot  the  willingness  to 
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.It.  Kittbka  tali,  that  it  wis  a  lamentable 
troth,  which  the  eipierieoce  of  ererj  jeur  oon- 
flrmed,  that  the  claims  of  pnblto  creditors  were 
•0  long  delayed,  and  were  attended  with  ex- 
penses so  enormous,  that  often,  when  a  &Tor- 
able  Judgment  was  prtmonnced,  it  came  too 
late  to  do  them  service.  That  Ur.  Ueade,  who 
was  one  of  his  most  valued  constituents,  had 
been  atten^g  in  the  hall  for  six  or  seven  sao- 
oessive  sesdona,  and,  at  the  happy  moment 
when  his  hearing  is  at  hand,  he  ia  threatened 
witli  longer  delays,  because,  it  ia  said,  his  ol^m 
has  not  been  examined  with  soffldent  attention 
by  the  members  of  the  House.  Be);  npon  it, 
such  an  answer  will  as  little  Justify  us,  as  it 
will  console  onr  fellow-citizen,  who  has  so  long 
and  so  earnestly  claimed  a  bearing.  He  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  oir- 
onmstanoes;  but  there  were  a  few  prominent 
&cta  known  to  every  seotleman.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade  In  a 
very  large  sum  of  money,  fonnd  by  the  tribunals 
of  the  nation  to  be  dae,  and  sanctioned  hy  a 
royal  decree.  After  this,  we  formed  a  treaty 
with  Srain,  hy  which  the  Floridas  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States  for  five  millions  of  dollarB. 
By  the  11th  article  of  that  treaty,  we  discharge 
the  Spanish  Government  fi-om  the  claims  of 
our  citizens,  and  among  the  rest,  from  that  of 
Mr,  Meade.  A  tribnnal  is  established  to  dis- 
tribute this  ftind  among  the  daimanttt  against 
Bpain,  who  are  to  receive  only  so  far  as  the 
fund  extended.  Mr.  K.  said  he  wonld  not 
in^juire  into  the  fairness  of  placing  Mr.  Meade's 
daim  Qpon  no  better  footing  than  the  ordinary 
olaims  for  spoliations — that  tribnnal  is  limited 
in  point  of  duration.  That  Mr.  Meade's  claim 
Is  embraced  in  the  treaty,  no  one  could  doubt 
He  presents  himself  before  the  Commissioners 
with  the  Spanish  decree  as  the  evidence  of  the 
debt.  He  is  told  that  will  not  do;  that  he 
must  give  to  the  Commissioners  the  same  evi- 
dence he  had  before  the  Spanish  tribunal.  Mr. 
E.  said  he  wonld  not  say  a  word  as  regarded 
the  propriety  of  this  decision.  It  however 
reqdred  ot  the  applicant  that  which,  as  the 


Efforts^  national  and  individnal,  were  mode  ta 

Srocnre  from  the  Spanish  GovenmieDt  these 
ocnments,  which  were  in  their  p 
In  vain.  The  limitation  of  the  c 
about  expiring,  and  the  Comj 
distribute  the  fund  to  the  exdn^oo  of  Mr. 
Meade.  That  his  claim  was  good  for  ■«« 
amount,  and  that  it  was  rejected  becHise  Ae 
docnments  were  not  within  his  oontroi,  bit 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  ^wDi^  GoTemmcn^ 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Ia  it,  under  aoeh  ar- 
cumstances,  fur  and  equitable  that  Mr.  Meada 
Hhoold  lose  his  debt  ?  We  have  diechai^ad,  by 
an  act  of  sovereign  authority,  bis  original 
debtor.  Onght  we  not  to  pay  t  I^  by  with- 
holding documents,  Spain  has  vitiated  the 
treaty,  let  the  United  States  look  to  Spna  to 
repair  the  injury  we  sustain ;  bnt  not  put  for- 
ward a  citizen  upon  his  pri^e  responsitnUty 
to  coerce  the  payment  of  money  npou  aoeh  a 
ground.  By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  ad- 
mit DO  particular  amonnt  due.  We  oiily  estab- 
lish a  tribunal  to  examine  and  decide,  and  that, 
too,  npon  principles  of  the  strictost  character, 
upon  matters  which,  it  most  be  allowed,  «• 
cannot.  This  is  not  a  claim  for  qxiliatioo^ 
but,  as  he  believed,  a  fair  and  hcxieat  debt, 
ascertained  in  character  and  amount,  for  which 
the  Spanish  Government  was  liable,  till  we 
transferred  that  'liability  to  onrs^Tce,  and 
which  be  thought  this  Govenunent  could 
not  refbsa  to  discharge  without  diare^ardiDg 
her  high  sense  of  Justice  and  national  ikitfa. 

Mr.  Bbkohxb  asked  if  there  waa  any  other 
evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  bnt  thM 
which  was  received  from  the  CoounissiMMnl 

Mr.  FossTTO  replied,  that  the  bill  did  not 
propose  to  the  House  an  investigatioa  «f  this 
case.    It  only  appointed  a  tryer. 

Mr.  Bbxohsb  r^oined :  the  treaty  bad  done 
this  before — it  appointed  a  Board  of  Tiyers 
more  competent  uian  the  Auditors  ooold  be 
supposed  to  be — they  had  rdected  tba  claim 
becaoae  it  was  not  supported  by  evidmce.  If 
there  was  now  no  more  evidenca  than  tbeie 
hod  been  before,  there  could  be  no  need  of  ^»- 
pointing  new  tryers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Fo*- 
STTn'e  amendment,  appointing  three  Aoditon 
of  the  Treasury  to  examine  the  evidenoe,  and 
carried— ayes  T2,  nays  40. 

Mr.  FoBBTTB  observed,  that  he  hdd  in  his 
hand  a  list  of  six  claims,  ali  which  were  Rui- 
lariy  situated  to  this  of  Meade's,  all  reetiDg  ca 
evidence  to  be  furnished  by  Spain.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  involved  in  the  amendEoeut  of 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Ohio,  was,  whether  Ibis  ooe 
claim  ought  to  be  separated  from  all  tbe  n^ 
and  paid,  while  t^e  rest  were  neglected  t 

Mr.  LivnrosTos  sud,  that  this  exemplified,  ia 
the  strongest  manner,  the  otter  nnfitnesa  and  in- 
ability of  Congress  to  become  Judges  in  piivala 
claims.  If  the  motion  now  made  ahoofd  pn- 
vail,  the  evidence  furnished  will  be  in  ihs 
Spanicik  luguagt^  and  he  for  one,  would  like  M 
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be  preseat  when  the  claim  cama  to  be  dedded. 
He  flboold  like  to  lee  the  Spanish  pi^ten  Bub> 
mitted,  for  instaDC&to  t^  hoiKiroble  sentleinaii 
from  Tflnneoaco.  He  prenimed  the  first  thing 
to  be  done  irould  be  to  Bvear  an  interpreter. 
Tlie  next  step  moat  be  to  tend  for  iritneaaet  to 
prove  tliat  the  evidence  wm  taken  according  to 
tbe  Spanish  law.  These  records,  aocording  to 
the  Spanish  style,  were  all  volnminons ;  he  pre- 
•omed  there  was  cot  one  of  the  examiaatiaoa 
that  woald  not  oooopy  several  qaires  of  paper. 
Nov,  withont  going  fnrther,  be  wonld  ask  the 
Kentleraan  wbeUier  the  daioi  of  an  indiTidnal, 
in  which  his  all  was  involved,  was  to  be  de- 
cided before  sooh  a  tribnnal  as  thii  Honse,  od 
mtch  evidence  t  He  entered  nov,  imd  tronld 
forever  enter,  hie  protest  against  the  perform- 
anoe  of  Judicial  duties  by  snoh  a  boaj.     He 

K rayed  gentlemen  not  to  throw  new  diffienldei 
1  the  way  of  this  olainianti  he  thought  the 
bill  already  interposed  difBcnhics  enongtu 

The  qaestion  being  then  taken,  the  ameod- 
ment  proposed  by  Ur.  Cookb  was  ni^ectod. 

On  the  qaeation  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossod  for  a  third  readine,  Hr.  Wwxurws.  re- 
quired the  yeoa  and  nays,  oat  a  snfflcieat  noin- 
ber  did  not  rise  to  snthorize  them. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  withont  a  divi^on. 

Wednesdat,  Febroary  SB. 
BritiA  Cohnial  Trade. 
The  Honae  agida  took  np  the  Colonial  Trade 
Bill ;  and  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendineut  offered  by  Mr.  WsBsran  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole— 

Ur.  Babcttf  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  motion  was  negatived 
— ayes  66,  noes  81 ;  and  the  Honae  then  oon- 
enrred  in  adopting  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Van- 
Mr.  Pkakok  now  moved  a  raoonsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  yesterday  r^eeted 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Mallaby, 
irhit^  was  to  insert  tlie  words  "  by  sea." 

On  this  qaestion,  Mr.  BAaKmoBB  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by 
Uke  Homie. 

Ur.  FoBSTTK  remarked,  that  the  voto  by 
which  the  amendment  had  been  rejected  was 
very  large ;  that  a  distinct  proposition  to  defer 
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that  vote  to  this  n 


rrnng 


hod  been  made  and 


had  arisen  to-day,  on  occoont  of  which  the 
Honse  was  asked  to  reconsider  a  deliberate 
vote,  on  a  proposition  fully  understood.  He 
alioold  be  glad  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons 
stated  which  induced  gentlemen  to  ask  a  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Iroebsoli.  said  he  shonld  vote  for  the 
motion  to  reconsider;  and  if  that  prevailed, 
wonld  also  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  so  as  to  con- 
fine the  operatione  of  the  bill,  as  was  done  bj 
the  act  of  1820,  to  the  navigation  "by  sea," 


not  He  felt  wiJUing  to  accede  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  not  only  as  it  would 
make  the  measure  more  aoceptable  to  a  lai^ 
portion  of  the  country,  but  lieeause  he  hoped 
jet  to  see  the  embarrassments  which  now  rest 
on  our  trade  with  the  British  Weat  IntUa  oolo- 
nies,  amicably  removed  by  negotiation ;  and  ha 
was  unwilling  to  entanj^e  that  negotiation  in 
any  new  suiyects  of  coilision  between  the  Gov- 
ernments. He  would  deal  ont  measure  tat 
measure:  whenever  the  British  interacted  a 
trade  in  our  vessels,  he  wonld  interdict  the  oor- 
respondmg  trade  in  their  vessels.  But  it  wia  s 
matter  of  serious  consideration,  whether,  tn  tht 
onset,  we  should  go  one  step  further,  and  strike 
at  a  new  interest,  and  thereny  remove  the  pros* 
peot  of  an  amicable  arrangement  still  fiirther 
from  onr  view.  The  Briti£  have  excluded  onr 
vessels  from  certain  colonial  ports:  in  retnm 
for  this  be  would  promptly  follow  their  lead, 
and  exclude  their  vessels  when  coming  fkim 
plaoee  interdicted  to  ni.  For  the  present,  ha 
was  willing  not  to  carry  the  war  of  restriationa 
farther  than  this ;  lie  wonld  not  yet  extend  tht 
Interdict  to  a  trade  between  us  and  other  places 
from  which  we  ore  not  in  like  manner  exdnded. 
He  did  not  consider  it  a  safe  policy  to  invite 
Great  Britain  to  new  restrictions,  in  lieu  of 
friendly  negotiation.  The  bill  does  not  pnmoae 
to  take  effect  till  after  the  80th  of  next  Sep- 
tember— about  two  months  before  the  session 
of  the  next  Congress :  and  we  sbail  then  have 
a  bettor  opportunity  to  determine  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  the  measnres  which  we  may  now  adopt, 
as  well  OS  what  the  ulterior  views  of  Great 
Britain  are,  and  can  legislate  accordingly.  The 
perplexing  question  might,  before  that  tim^  be 
in  a  train  of  ailjustraenL  The  offers  on  our 
part  are  fair  and  honorable,  and  if  not  embar- 
rassed by  matters  calcolatcd  rather  to  irritate 
tlion  heal  the  existing  difference^  the  Colonies 
themselves  wonld  feel  that  the  mother  country 
was  in  the  wrong,  if  she  did  not  accede  to  the 
lenient  and  liberal  policy  proposed  on  onr  part 
If  it  should  appear,  here^ter,  that  all  hopes  of 
negotiation  are  at  on  end,  we  would  be  right 
then  to  ossnme  a  new  attitude.  He  would,  in 
such  an  event — when  we  resorted  to  a  war  of 
restrictions— not  only  be  willing  to  strike  at 
the  indirect  trade  to  Europe,  which  oozes 
through  the  Canadas,  and  which  is,  in  part,  sun- 
plied  by  onr  northern  frontier,  but  he  would 
strike  home  upon  tho  manufactures  of  the  moth- 
er country ;  he  would  aim  a  blow  at  the  direot 
European  trade  itself,  so  far  as  it  conld  be  doua 
witliout  interfering  with  treaty  stipulations. 
No  gentleman  on  this  floor  felt  a  deeper  solici- 
tude for  the  preservation  of  the  West  India  trade 
thanhedid,  Hecomefhnn  a  community  whose 
foreign  commerce  was  almost  osclosively  with 
the  West  Indies,  and  his  anxiety  to  have  tliit 
trade  resume  its  wonted  channels,  was  his  prin- 
cipal reason  for  wishing  to  see  the  question  in 
relation  to  it  now  pending  between  us  and  th* 
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Britiih  GoTemment  kept  separate  and  dieCinct 
from  any  nev  cense  of  difference.  He  would 
meet  Great  Britain  on  this  point  with  finnnesg 
bnt  withoDt  unnecessary  iniUtioD :  be  would 
try  raitd  meBsoreB  first ;  and  if  thej  did  not 
1^  to  amicable  results,  then,  and  not  till  tben, 
woald  he,  In  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  Yo^l^  (Ur.  Caubbxixiiq)  be  pre- 
pared to  "  so  the  whole." 

If  we  adopt  the  proposed  amendment  we 
place  oar  West  India  interests  on  predselj'  the 
same  footing  on  which  thej  rested  nnder  the 
act  of  1S20,  the  British  having,  prior  to  that 
time,  ezclnded  ns,  as  tbej  now  have,  from  the 
dire<jt  trade.  Our  experience  on  this  snl^ect 
dioold  not  be  disregarded.  That  act  bad  well 
done  ite  office ;  it  Drcmght  Great  Britun  to 
terms,  bnt  it  did  not,  at  any  time,  touch  the 
Canada  trade.  The  words  "  bj  sea"  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  this  bill  made  a  part  of 
that ;  indeed,  the  bill  before  ns  is  sabstantiallj 
the  same  as  the  act  of  18S0,  except  that  these 
words  had  been  here  omitted.  Under  the  op- 
eration of  the  act  of  1820,  when  the  Colonies 
were  obliged  to  take  onr  supplies  through  nen- 
tral  Islands  in.  their  neighborhood,  at  an  eo- 
haaced  price  to  the  planters,  the;  became  in- 
tenselj  anxious  for  the  direct  trade ;  their 
clamors  finallj  assumed  so  deep  a  tone  that 
they  were  heard  and  regarded  by  the  Ministry 
at  home,  and  the  consequence  was,  the  opening 
of  the  interdicted  porta  to  onr  veescls.  The 
question  now  is,  Bboll  we  adhere  to  the  policy 
of  1820,  which  proved  effectual  then,  or  shall 
we  bring  a  new  point  into  the  controversy,  by 
striking  at  that  portion  of  the  European  trade 
which  IS  carried  on  through  the  Conados,  so  far 
afi  it  is  supplied  by  articles  transmitted  to  those 
provinces  through  our  own  frontiers)     This 

Sueation  is  one  <tf  more  embarrassment  than  at 
rst  meets  the  eye.  Gentlemen  are  laboring 
nnder  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  articles 
which  we  furnish  the  Cnnadas,  find  their  way, 
to  any  considerable  amount,  to  the  'West  India 
markets,  throngh  the  circnitons  route  of  the 
Bt.  Lawrence,  and  if  they  wonld  attentively 
examine  the  able  report  presented  to  us  by  the 
Committee  oa  Commeroe,  they  woald  see  the 
fallacy  of  that  supposition.  Ilie  mass  of  what 
the  Canadians  pnrobase  from  us  is  either  con- 
snmed  by  themselves,  or  sent  to  Liverpool,  and 
bnt  a  trifiing  part  of  the  whole  finds  its  way  to 
the  West  Indies.  He  felt  nnwiUing,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  &tigne  the  Honse 
by  a  recapitulation  of  statistical  tables,  or  a  bar- 
ren calculation  in  fignres ;  bnt  he  based  him- 
self on  official  documents  for  the  accuracy  of 
wh.it  be  had  said  on  the  Canada  trade.  The 
whole  amount  of  exports  to  Canada,  during  the 
last  year,  are  valued  at  upwards  of  (1,800,000 ; 
of  this  large  sum  but  about  $39,000  was  the 
value  of  the  wheat  and  flour  which  Canada  re- 
ceived from  us,  and  those  artioles,  he  admitted, 
mieht  go  into  the  assorted  car^^oes  for  the  West 
India  market.  The  lumber  amounted  to  abont 
9127,000,  bnt  the  great  bulk  of  this  went  to 
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Europe  in  Inmber  ships,  which  are  ccmstantlj 
floating  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  when  the  nav- 
igation is  nnobstrneted  by  toe.  The  heaviest 
article  furnished  from  our  frontiers  is  potash ; 
but  it  is  notorious  that  this  is  exclusivelr  fw 
the  Liverpool  trade.  The  other  articles  which 
we  send  to  Canada  are  almost  all  consumed 
there,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  them. 
The;  are  f^esh  provisions,  and  butter  and  cheea^ 
for  the  Uontreal  and  Quebec  markets ;  leathcT 
and  leather  shoes,  mani^ctured  tobooco,  Amer- 
ican cotton  goods — yea,  sir,  onr  cotton  fabrics, 
under  the  existing  tariff,  find  their  way  there, 
■nd  compete  with  the  mannfactorcs  of  tlie  Brit- 
ish on  their  own  soil.  Bait  is  also  a  heavy  uii. 
cle ;  jJpper  Canada  is  almost  exclusively  sup- 

flied  with  it  from  the  soltworkaof  New  York; 
ut  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  its  beioK  sent  down 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  such  a  market  in  the  Wert 
Indies ;  it  would  be  like  sending  coals  to  New 
Castle ;  scythes,  axes,  and  the  other  implement 
of  husbHidry,  which  ore  furnished  by  our  me- 
chanics, to  the  farmers  of  Canada.  Snch  are 
our  exports  to  that  country.  The  geograpfaicil 
position  of  the  Canadas  will  always  prevent 
their  supplying  the  West  India  markets  to  any 
considerable  extent.  The  islands  con  purchase 
our  products  from  a  neutral  depot,  on  more 
advantageous  terms  than  tbey  con  be  famished 
by  way  of  the  &L  Lawrence.  Cargoes  intend- 
ed for  the  West  Indies  aro  genertdly  of  a  p«^ 
isbable  nature ;  the  supplies  of  provisjons  for  a 
tropical  market  must  be  furnished  frequently, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  in  modenUo  qnan- 
tities.  If  they  accumulate  for  six  months  in 
the  year,  most  of  them  will  become  deterio- 
rated. The  St.  Lawrence  is  bridged  by  ico  tot 
more  than  six  months  on  an  average ;  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  1)ut  one  long  voyage  can  ba 
made  is  a  year  from  Quebec  to  the  West  ladies 
— whereas,  from  the  Atlantic  States  ve  make 
four  or  five  short  voyages.  And  it  is  an  nnde- 
niahle  fact,'that,  although  we  have  had  to  ea- 
counter  heavy  discriminating  duties  at  the  Brit* 
isb  West  India  porta,  from  which  vessels  from 
Quebec  were  exempt,  yet  they  never  could  com* 
pete  with  us  succe^ully  in  that  trade.     The 


backs  upon  them  than  the  discriminating  duties 
were  upon  us.  Nay,  further :  When  onr  ves- 
sels were  excluded  entirely,  as  they  now  are, 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  and  we  wen 
driven  to  the  neutral  jrarts,  the  British  colonial 
planters  could  snpply  themselvea,  and  did  sup- 
ply themselves,  with  our  produce  from  the  neu- 
tral islands.  Canada  could  not  then  supply  the 
West  India  market ;  and  fh)m  this  it  may  safdy 
be  inferred  that  Canada  cannot  now  supply  that 
market :  our  experience  on  this  subject  is  worth 
all  the  theories  with  which  gentlemen  can  ftar- 
nish  us,  however  ingenionsly  presented.  From 
the  range  taken  in  debate,  one  would  be  apt  to 
suppose  that  we  were  now  called  upon  to  pas* 
a  non-importation  law,  or  a  non-exportalioB 
oot,  as  was  our  toiatet  emborBo;  ana  faeooet 
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tlie  argament  that  such  a  law  Bhonid  extotul  to 
the  frontiers  ai  well  as  to  the  Atlantic.  Noth- 
ine  can  be  more  erroneous  than  this.  We  are 
called  apon  to  pass  a  navigation  act  mere);,  in 
r^nrd  to  certain  colonial  porta :  and  hence, 
the  impropriety  of  connecting  with  sach  a 
moosDre  what  must  amount,  if  persisted  in,  to 
a  non-iatcrcoaree  on  the  linea,  and  an  inter- 
ference with  a  trade  not  neceasarily,  or  princi- 
pally connected  with  the  West  India  porta. 
We  shonid  bo  cantions  not  to  eiilar^  the  com- 
mercial controversy,  already  saffldently  wide 
hetw«en  the  two  conntriea.  He  preferrod,  for 
the  present,  to  repose,  aa  we  formertj  did,  npoa 
the  policy  of  1880— exclade  the  Tessels  of  onr 
rivals  as  they  eiolnde  ns,  and  not  by  grasping 
at  more,  run  the  risk  of  eventaally  and  perma- 
nently losing  the  whole.  Notwithstanding  this 
obnoxioos  Order  in  Oooncil,  we  expect,  as  the 
committee  tell  as,  in  their  report,  to  supply 
the  British  West  India  colonies  with  our  pro- 
ducts as  we  did  nnder  the  act  of  1830— if  they 
are  willing  to  take  them— through  neutral 
ports,  and  receive  their  produce  through  the 
same  channels.  The  trade,  by  this  now  order 
of  things,  becomes  circnitous  instead  of  being 
direct;  bat  still  it  woutd  afford  a  vent  for  a 
part  of  onr  anrnlus,  and  is  worth  preserving. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  our  frontier  country  can 
also  dispose  of  their  sarplaa  through  neutralii, 
if  the  Canada  trade  is  interdicted.  It  would 
cost  more  to  bring  the  produce  from  many 
parts  of  that  frontier  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
or  any  other  Atlantic  port,  than  it  would  to 
transport  the  same  article  from  New  York  to 
Livernool.  The  amount  of  onr  exports  to  the 
Britisli  West  Indies,  was  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annnolly,  and  the  Canada  trade 
was  over  1,800,000  dollars,  a  earn  nearly  equal 
to  that  which  is  affected  by  the  British  Orders 
in  .Conncil. 

If;  however,  it  should  be  thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  restrictions  at  the  present  time, 
to  the  Canada  trade,  it  would  require  very  dif- 
ferent provisions  from  those  contEuned  in  this 
bill  to  enforce  the  interdict  on  our  extensive 
frontier.  This  bill  would  be  inoperative  there. 
The  temptation  for  smuggling  would  prove  too 
strong  to  be  resisted  by  such  feeble  harriers  as 
are  here  presented.  We  know  how  this  was 
during  our  former  restrictive  system,  and  wc 
■hould  not  shut  our  eyes  on  the  admonitions  of 
experience.  Men  of  desperate  fortunes  and 
more  desperate  character,  would  be  attracted 
to  the  frontiers,  the  moment  an  opportunity 
offered  for  the  employment  of  their  guilty  tal- 
ents. This  demoralLiing  result  was  to  be  dep- 
recated and  avoided  as  long  as  possible.  The 
mass  of  corrupt  materials  which  hod  gatliered 
on  the  frontiers  during  the  former  embargo,  and 
set  at  defiance  the  civil  and  military  force  of 
the  country,  was  now  scattered  and  had  been 
replaced  by  a  sound  and  heolthy  population. 
It  requires  very  different  provisions  to  enforce 
an  interdict  on  an  inland  frontier,  from  what 
are  sufficient  to  exclude  foreign  vessels  from 
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the  Atlantic  coast.  Should  we  find  it  neces- 
sary again  to  resort  to  restrictive  measures  on 
the  frontiers,  we  sliould  enact  a  law  that  would 
be  prompt  and  effectual :  one  that  should  be 
armed  with  severe  penalties,  and  ri^dly  en- 
forced by  numerous  and  vigilant  officers.  When 
a  crisis  in  onr  commercial  affairs  demanded 
such  a  measure,  Mr.  I.  said,  it  should  receive 
his  humble,  thou);h  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Stobbs  said  that  the  only  effect  of  r&- 
fnstng  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  (Ur.  Mau-ist,)  was  to  interdict  the 
trade  between  the  nordiem  States  and  the 
British  Colonies  on  our  northern  frontiers. 
This  trade,  Mr.  B.  said,  is  not  affected  by  tha 
spirit  of  our  late  navigation  laws.  It  has  beea 
open  under  all  of  them.  On  a  question  that 
related  only  to  the  interests  of  our  ship  owners, 
in  the  freight  between  our  porta  and  the  Brit* 
ish  West  India  islands,  we  shonid  not  go  out  of 
our  way  to  interdict  a  trade  which  he  thooj^t 
was  not  within  the  general  policy  of  the  meas- 
ure before  the  Honse.  The  object  of  the  biU 
is  to  secure  to  our  navigating  interest  a'  fiur 
shore  snd  equal  advantage  of  competition  in 
the  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  We  are  to  say 
whether  this  Colonial  trade  shall  continue  tob« 
carried  on  in  British  vessels,  exclusively,  after 
the  Order  in  Council,  under  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  1825,  has  excluded  American  ship 
owners  from  all  participation  in  it.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  the  trade  itself  is  val- 
uable to  both  countries.  The  Colonies  and  the 
West  India  interest  in  England  are  aa  deeply- 
interested  to  continue  it  as  we  are.  No  one 
pretends  that  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  ex- 
clude their  productions  from  onr  markets,  or 
withhold  our  own  from  theirs,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
done  at  the  sacrifice  of  onr  shipping  interest  to 
a  foreign  monopoly ;  and  so  far  as  the  mer« 
exchange  of  products  is  concerned,  it  is  ths 
professed  object  of  both  countries  to  continue 
the  trade  itself.  We  now  propose,  and  very 
properly,  to  secure  to  our  own  ships  at  least  a 
fair  share  of  tlie  freight  of  our  productions  and 
what  we  take  from  Uiem,  or  to  exclude  British 
ships  from  iL  Now,  sir,  the  trade  across  our 
inland  frontier  and  the  Lakes,  with  Canada,  haa 
no  connection  with  the  differences  which  havo 
brought  this  measure  before  us ;  and  the  effect 
of  closing  it  Is  only  to  inflict  on  those  interested 
in  it,  in  several  of  the  northern  States,  the  evils 
of  an  interdiction,  without  any  benefit  to  either  ■ 
party.  The  policy  of  our  navigation  laws  has 
only  been  to  interdict  trade  in  British  vessels, 
by  sea,  to  ports  from  which  our  own  ships  are 
excluded  by  Great  Britain.  The  northern  trade 
with  Canada  has  been  open  under  ell  Qiese 
laws,  and  no  one  has  ever  thought,  before  now, 
of  shutting  that  trade  up,  to  coerce  Great  Brit- 
ain to  admit  American  vessels  into  her  West 
India  ports.  The  only  reason  now  offered  for 
extcDoing  an  interdiction  to  this  trade  is,  that 
the  products  of  the  frontier  countries  of  soma 
of  the  States  may  possibly  find  their  way  to  tha 
British  West  India  islands,  through  the  Can- 
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sdas ;  nd  we  have  been  aaked  vhj  tbe  acts  of 
Parliunent  and  Order  in  Coundl  have  left  that 
trade  open,  unless  Great  Briton  expects  to  sup- 
pi;  them  with  American  products  throagh  the 
northern  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  I  It  is 
certain  that  she  could  not  do  this  profitably, 
team  1620  to  1832,  while  the  interdiction  was 
labstentitjly  in  force  in  the  Atlantic  ports. 

Mr.  Mallakt  spoke  in  re^lj.  The  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  had  insisted,  that  if  the 
bill  passed,  it  ought  to  exclude  the  trade  trota 
the  United  States  to  Canada,  and  one  argument 
he  had  advanced,  waa  derived  from  the  consti- 
tution. He  was  aware  of  the  gentleman's 
standing  and  lend  reputation,  and  was  readj 
to  confbss  that  Uie  gentleman  was  far  superior 
to  himself;  but,  learned  and  able  as  he  was, 
on  the  present  occasion  ha  was  mistaken.  '  The 
gentleman  says  that  no  preference  is  to  be 
given  bj  any  regniatlon  (^  commerce  to  the 

Sorts  of  one  State  over  those  of  another.  He 
id  not  object  to  this  principle,  but  was  it  not 
^en  plain,  that,  accordinj;  to  that  article  of  the 
constitution,  no  one  particular  section  of  the 
Union  might,  by  any  regulation  of  commeivo, 
be  deprived  of  a  branch  of  trade,  while  the  rest 
of  the  Union  was  soffered  to  enjoy  itt  If  the 
mle  was  good.  It  onght  to  work  both  ways. 
The  country  on  the  fronUer  now  enjoys  Uie 
benefit  of  Uie  Canadian  trade  to  Europe.  It 
was  only  through  the  Canadas  that  their  heavy 
articles  could  reach  the  Enropean  ports.  Kow, 
if  Congress  should  deprive  uiem  of  this  trade, 
while  it  continued  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Atlan- 
tic ports,  would  it  not,  on  the  gentleman's  own 
principle,  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion t  How  must  the  hill  operate  1  Unless  the 
amendment  is  introduced,  it  cuts  np  the  whole 
of  the  Canadian  trade,  both  Colonial  and  Eu- 
ropean ;  hot  it  leaves  to  the  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic all  the  trade  they  now  have,  saving  only 
tiint  branch  of  It  which  is  carried  on  with  the 
British  West  India  islands.  This  is  not  treat- 
ing different  sections  of  country  alike.  Its  ef- 
fect is  manifestly  unjust.  It  destroys  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Interior,  because  a  smsll  portion 
of  that  trade  happens  to  be  connected  with  tbe 
subject  of  the  bill  It  annihilates  the  trade  of 
an  important  portion  of  the  country  merely  to 
give  a  preference  to  American  bottoms  in  t)ie 
trade  with  the  West  Indies.  There  is  bnt  two 
millions  engaged  in  tbe  direct  trade  with  those 
islands,  and  that  whole  amount  may  still  he 
carried  on  at  a  small  inconvenience,  throngh 
neutral  ports. 

At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  bill  which 
had  passed  the  Senate  on  the  same  subjeot  was 
received ;  when 

Mr.  ToHUNBoir  remarked  that  this  was  the 
lost  day  of  tbe  session  on  which  bills  could  be 
.  sent  from  this  House  to  the  Senate,  A  bill,  he 
EeJd,  having  been  jost  received  from  that  body, 
relating  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration, 
which  would  enable  this  House,  according  to 
the  existing  Joint  rule,  to  act  on  the  subject 
now  before  it,  either  on  to-morrow  or  next 


day,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  make  a  moticm 
which  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  consider 


Dills  to  the  other  House,  to  be  acted  upon  dor* 
ing  the  present  session.  He  tbeu  moved  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  hill  was  ac- 
cordingly laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  iru  then  read  at 
the  clerk's  table ;  when 

Ur.  TowLiNBOB  moved  Its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LrvnroBTOx  moved  it  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  After  some  conversation  between 
Messrs.  ToHLiKBOH  and  FoserTH,  on  motion  of 
the  latter,  Qie  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table  (ajea 
TljUoee  62)  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  military  appropriation  bill  having  been 
received  from  the  Senate,  with  amen£neitla 
striking  out  the  proviso  adopted  by  this  Hoose^ 
and  which  restricted  the  payment  of  double  ra- 
tions to  officers  "  comman^ng  garrisons  and 
military  posts ; " 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  with  this 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

On  this  question,  a  debate  of  some  extent 
took  plaoe,  (involving,  sobatantially,  the  same 
principle  as  that  which  arose  when  the  provis- 
ion was  inserted,)  and  in  which  Messrs.  CocKi^ 
WzBSTXB,  Bkknt,  Dbattok,  Wood  of  New 
York,  FoBSTTn,  and  Mitohxll  of  Tenneasee^ 
took  part 

The  qnestitm  was  then  pnt,  and  on  motkni  cf 
Mr.  CocEE,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Berate  was  not 
agreed  to. 

[On  the  following  day,  the  Honee  receded 
flrtnn  ita  disagreement.] 


TBinaDi.T,  Ibrch  1. 
Indiana  Canal, 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  ftom  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  locate  and  make  a  canal  theran 
named,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
and  it  was  read  a  third  time  accordingly,  aii^ 
paased. 

TluNinv—Ship  Timhtr. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unicoi,  Mr.  Bp&Lsrv 
in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  grad- 
ual increase  and  improvement  of  the  Kavy, 

Mr.  Stobbs  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  m 
Naval  Affairs)  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  that 
section  which  refers  to  the  preservation  of  val- 
uable riiip  timber,  after  the  words  "live  oak," 
by  insertmg  the  words  "or  other  timbw;* 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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Ur.  EA0THA1T  moved  to  strike  out  the  sev- 
enth MctioD  of  the  bill,  (which  provide!  for  a 
Naval  Academy.) 

Mr,  WioxLiPFi  advocated  this  motion,  and 
insisted  tbat  the  proposed  school  was  imneces- 
sarj ;  bnt  if  it  most  be  erected,  farther  leave 
■honld  be  allowed  to  digest  mlea  and  regnla- 
tioDS  for  it, 

Mr.  BuoHAVAK  replied,  and  defended  the 
measure,  which  he  aig-aed  to  be  a  great  pablic 
good  EM  adding  science  to  the  pracucal  knowt- 
edM  of  oar  naval  ofBcers. 

Mr.  Ebekxb  sapported  the  amendment.  It 
was  opposed  at  great  length  by 

Mr.  Dbattoh,  who  defends!  the  value  and 
importance  of  snch  a  seminary. 

Hr.  BtraoBS  wished  farther  Information  be- 
fore he  conld  vote  in  favor  of  this  featnre  of 
the  bill.  He  opposed  the  idea  of  any  other  In- 
Btraction  as  a  snbstitate  for  that  which  ia  gain- 
ed at  sea. 

Mr.  WazMS  said,  the  gentleman  from  Sen- 
tnolcy  (Mr.  Wiokliftb)  was  opposed  to  this 
school,  beoanse  "  the  Academy  i^  West  Point 
bad  been  so  managed,  in  his  opinion,  as  to  be 
altogether  a  matter  of  patronage,  and  that  it 
was  so  far  from  benefiting  the  sons  of  poor 
men,  that  he  had  known  one  member  of  Con- 
aress  to  hace  three  sons  educated  there ;  eryo, 
he  would  not  vote  for  another  establishment  of 
the  sort,  no  matter  by  what  name  it  should  be 
colled."  He  wonld  ask  that  gentleman,  and 
the  committee,  if  each  were  the  facts,  whether 
the  fault  was  not  with  Congress,  whose  duty  it 
■honid  be  to  enact  such  rnles  and  regulations  as 
ought  to  govern  that  institution.  Tne  honora- 
ble member  from  Rhode  Island  as  well  as  other 
gentlemen  opposed  to  a  Naval  School,  appeared 
to  forgot  that  warrants  were  (and  very  prop- 
erly) granted  to  jonths  at  a  very  early  and 
tender  age,  before  they  can  (even  if  thoT  are 
the  sons  of  rich  and  wealthy  parents,  able  to 
bear  the  eroense)  obtain  a  saftable  edncation 
to  render  tnem  as  useful  and  respectable  as 
tbey  might  and  ought  to  be  through  life.  He 
presumed  no  one  would  deny  the  benefit,  as 
well  as  gratification,  resulting  fhim  a  scientific 
education,  not  often  to  be  obtained  on  i>oard  of 
ship,  hnt  contemplated  to  be  afforded  to  all  at 
tliis  Naval  School.  Again,  he  wonld  remind 
the  committee  of  the  very  great  advantage  that 
wonld  result  from  having  such  an  institntion 
near  at  hand,  to  which  the  Secretary  might  di- 
rect young  officers,  when  in  port,  to  go,  for  hn- 
provement,  Instead  of  granting  furloughs  indis- 
criminately, as  now  done,  obliging  them  to 
spend  most  wastefiilly,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
often  most  destructively,  if  not  dishonorably, 
their  pittance  of  half  pay. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  having  also  r*- 

The  qneetion  was  taken  on  sttiklng  oat^  and 
carried,  ayes  71,  noes  65. 
The  oommitt«e  then  tom. 


In  the  House,  the  amendments  reported  br 
the  Ckimmittee  of  the  Whole  to  the  Naval  BilL 
were  taken  up  !n  order,  and  severally  agreed 
to,  until  the  House  came  to  that  which  strike! 
out  the  section  providing  for  a  Naval  School. 
On  the  qaestion  of  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment, Uj.  Weems  demanded  the  yeas  and  aejt, 
which  were  ordered  by  the  Eonse. 

Mr.  HoFrMAK  stated  his  views  briefly  in  op- 
poamon  to  snch  an  institution,  and  in  favor  of 
concurrence  in  the  vote  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Storbs  replied,  denying  that  tiie  snl^eot 
was  novel,  and  inusting  that  tne  sul^ect  was  at 
least  seven,  if  not  twelve  years  old.  This  very 
biO,  he  said,  had  lun  for  fifteen  months  on  tb« 
table.  He  went  into  a  fall  ezpoMtion  of  tita 
plan,  which  he  earnestly  defended. 

Mr.  Sawtbr  said  the  estimate  of  appropria* 
tionsfor  the  Navy,  wit!  present  an  aggregate  of 
upwards  of  three  millions,  which  is  half  a  mil- 
lion more  than  last  year;  it  was  then  t2,SSfl,61!), 
although  the  half  million  allowed  out  of  that 
sunt,  for  the  gradual  increase,  was  not  then 
called  for,  the  law  having  expired.  But  to  pro- 
mote these  maxims  of  economy,  we  are  culed 
upon  to  extend  the  term  for  the  gradnal  in- 
crease, and  contrive  some  way  to  eoonomi» 
this  half  million  annually  out  of  the  Treasury, 
Three  schemes  are  devised :  one,  to  buy  mor* 
timber  and  lay  np  to  season ;  another,  to  con- 
struct docks ;  and  a  third,  to  lay  the  founda> 
tion  for  a  School  of  Naval  Education. 

We  have  a  Navy  of  12  ships  of  the  line,  20 
fHgates,  and  sloops  in  proportion,  besides  sev- 
er^ of  each  class,  on  the  stocks ;  and,  although 
our  revenue  falls  short  more  than  a  million  thla 
year,  and  the  lime  has  expired  for  the  gradnal 
Increase  of  the  Navy,  yet  as  economy  mnst  bo 
consoltod,  we  must  bnild  docks,  out  down  treea, 
and  even  establish  a  Naval  School  As  I  do 
not  understand  this  kind  of  economy,  I  shall 
not  agree  to  do  either.  1  am  willing  to  let  th« 
trees  grow  longer,  and  to  let  our  ofBoers  learn 
naval  tactics  at  sea.  While  otiier  nations  ara 
dismantling,  or  placing  their  navies  on  a  peaoe 
establishment,  I  think  we  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  present  number  of  oar  ships,  until  wa 
see  some  signs  for  the  actual  use  of  them.  Fur 
all  purposes  of  exhibition  or  parade,  for  tho 
gratification  of  national  vanity,  I  think  the  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  three  milliona  onght  to 
suffice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr,  SToxsa) 
has  jnst  told  ns,  this  school,  with  its  nine  pro- 
fessora,  is  to  cost  ns  but  tT,0(X)  a  year.  Bn^ 
has  the  gentleman  taken  into  the  oalonlation  tha 
purchase  of  sronnd  and  buildinss  for  the  loca- 
tion. But  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  will  oost 
only  that  sam,  that  small  sura  may  prove  a 
cankerinthebodypolitio.  Itwilltend  tocorrupt 
the  whole  mass  of  the  nation.  We  see  the  it- 
fects  which  are  produced  by  onr  Military  Acad- 
emy; the  annual  proselytes  which  it  adds  to 
the  Administration :  bat  when  this  vast  sonrea 
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can  readily  Judge  whfttapowerfnl  engine  it  may 
I)roveinfaToroftheGoverDraent.  ThoterapUi- 
tion  to  gain  admieaion  there  will  be  irresistible. 
ItwilipBrvadeeveryqnartcrof  the  Union.  The 
doll  pursuits  of  ci\-il  life  will  be  abandoned ; 
labor  will  be  sbunned  as  ignominioas,  and  a 
general  rush  will  be  made  bj  the  higher  class 
of  our  population  for  tlie  wide-opeued  doors  of 
^is  whool.  Thia  must  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
dnoe  degeneracy  and  oonuptioa  of  the  public 
moralitj,  and  change  onr  simple  Repnlilicon 
Lab  its. 

Mr,  Bhadlbt  followed  on  the  same 

had  nndentood,  iVom  authority  upon  which  he 
placed  the  most  perfect  reliance,  that  it  re' 
quired  seTen  years  service  to  make  a  prime  sea- 
man. The  present  mode  of  educating  mldship' 
men,  was  to  instruct  them  in  navigation  during 
voyages,  between  decks,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  were  acqniring  the  habits  of  a  sailor's  life, 
and  learning  the  parts  ond  management  of  a  sliip 
both  in  caltns  and  tempests.  He  put  it  then,  by 
w^  of  inquiry,  how  the  public  interest  could 
be  subserved  by  giving  them  a  preparatory  ed- 
ncation  on  shore,  when  so  much  time  must  be 
afterwards  consumed  before  they  could  be  per- 
fect in  their  duty. 

Ur.  Wooi>,  of  N'ew  York,  in  answer,  stated 
a  variety  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  British  Navy 
and  its  Marine  school,  to  show  the  advantage 
which  might  be  expected  from  a  school  of  tLi 
(ort. 

Mr.  CocEB  said  a  few  words  in  answer,  th 
■nbstance  of  which  was,  that  the  American 
naval  offlcera  were  not  inferior,  in  any  respect, 
to  the  British,  though  we  have  hitherto  had  no 
Kaval  School. 

Ur.  Wood  explained,  and  denied  having 
made  or  meant  any  such  assertion. 

Mr.  gni^ugn  Spoke  in  oppoution  to  the  school, 
U  intended  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
ExeontivB,  and  calculated  to  injure  the  morals 
of  the  young  men  who  might  enter  it. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  eoncnrring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  striking  ont  the  part  of  the  bill  which 
relates  to  a  Naval  School,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeaa  8S,  nays  76. 

80  Uiat  part  of  the  bill  was  atmck  out, 

I'siDAT,  March  2. 
Briliih  Cohnial   Trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinsok,  all  the  orders 
which  preceded  tlie  Colonial  Trade  Bill  were 
dispensed  with ;  and  tJie  House  took  up  the 
bill  as  received  from  tho  Senate. 

Mr.  TouLiNsoii  proceeded  to  state  tho  enb- 
■taoce  of  the  bill,  and  to  explain  the  operation 
and  effect  of  the  amendment  The  first  sec- 
tion, he  said,  proposed  to  abolish  the  dis- 
criminating duties  which  are  imposed  by  our 
laws,  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  ar- 
riving in  the  United  States  from  the  British 
ccdomal  poitE^  after  the  Slst  of  December  nexC) 


the  second  suspended  until  that  day,  the  ut» 
of  Congress  of  the  IBth  of  April,  1818;  tii« 
16th  of  May,  1820;  and  tho  Ist  of  March,  1833; 
and  the  third  section  authorized  the  Preadeut 
to  issue  bis  proclamation,  declaring  th«t  the 
acts  suspended  by  the  second  section  ire  re- 
pealed, if  ho  should,  at  any  time,  before  tii« 
SIst  of  December  next,  receive  satisfiictory 
evidence  that  tho  prohibition  of  coamierclil 
intercourse,  by  the  British  Order  in  CouncQ 
of  Jnly  last,  had  ceased,  and  that  no  disoim- 
inating  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed 
in  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  first  section  1^ 
the  bi]]^  on  the  vessels  or  produce  of  the  IImt«d 
States  arrivinp  in  such  porta.  If;  therefore, 
the  bill  from  Ue  Senate  should  become  sisv, 
and  no  arrangements  should  be  made  betveen 
the  two  Governments  before  the  31st  of  De- 
cember oext,  British  vessels  would,  after  thit 
time,  be  admitted  into  the  porta  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  British  colonies,  paying  n) 
dtacriminating  duties  whatever,  either  on  tli»r 
tonnage  or  cargoes,  while  vessels  of  the  Uoiled 
States  would  be  absolutely  excluded  from  tlia 
British  West  Indies,  and  all  the  other  coloniM 
named  in  tho  Order  in  Council,  except  the  con- 
tinental colonies  in  North  America;  and  ia 
the  ports  of  the  latter  colonies,  Americaa  Tts- 
sels  would  be  required  to  pay  on  their  tonnage 
and  cargoes,  the  discriminating  duties  vbich 
had  been  continued  by  that  order.  Such  ( 
state  of  the  trade  would  result  from  the  pu- 
sage  of  tlie  bill,  unless  some  measure  shoulu  bt 
adopted  by  our  Government  to  prevent  it,  !»• 
're  or  at  tho  period  mentioned. 

In  the  moan  time,  the  act  of  1823  being  sns- 
pended  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  before 
tho  Jlouse,  British  vessels  woald  not  only 
enter  our  ports  directly  from  the  British  ctJo- 
niea,  but  would  bo  allowed  to  depart  thence, 
laden  witii  onr  produce,  to  any  part  of  tlis 
worid.  They  might  even  clear  directly  fM 
Cuba,  or  any  other  West  India  island,  or  cl«v- 

„  for  tho  British  colonies,  being  in  ccnso- 
quence  of  the  suspension  of  that  act,  no  langet 
obliged  to  give  bonds  to  land  their  cargoes  in 
a  British  colonial  port,  they  might  engage  in 
carrying,  as  they  would  be  aUowed  to  csiry, 

ir  own  produce  to  any  market. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  it  not  spparent  to 
every  mind,  and  can  it  be  denied  or  doubted, 
that  this  state  of  the  commercial  interMaree 
between  the  British  colonics  and  the  United 
States,  wilt  be  decidedly  disadvantageous  to  onr 
navigation,  besides  placing  this  nation  beforo 
the  world,  in  the  attitude  of  humilintiun)  To 
permit  it  would  be  to  abandon  entirely  Iho 
ground  which  this  country  had  uniformlj' 
maintained,  in  its  commercial  relations  and  in- 
tercourse with  all  nations.  It  would  he  ado- 
pnrturo  from  the  principles  which  hod  gotexD- 
ed  our  coimcils  from  tne  organization  of  onr 
Government.  For  himself  ho  was  free  to  Bsy 
that  he  would  not  yield  his  assent  to  a  measure 
which  involved  such  consequences.  Sueh_  » 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  iexist.    In  his  oimd- 
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ion,  a  daa  I'^gard  to  the  honor  of  the  country 
forbade  it.  The  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation 
he  -woald  maintain.  However  anxioos  he 
nughtbethatthetwoGovemmentsBhonldmake 
a  fiiendly  and  saCisfaotorj  arrangement,  in 
respect  to  a  Enbjeot  which  had  bo  long  been 
in  negotiation,  he  wag,  by  no  means,  prepared 
to  give  his  consent  to  an  act,  which,  in  the 
event  of  no  amngemeat  bwng  made,  wonld 
leave  British  shipping  in  poesesBion  of  the 
whole  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
to  give  to  it  a  most  manifest  advantage  in  the 
continental  ports,  while  it  left  onr  own  naviga- 
tion pressed  by  all  the  embarrassments  and 
restriotions  to  which  it  was  now  snl^eeted  by 
British  laws.  If  this  bill  shonld  become  a  law, 
he  thought  its  tendency  would  be  to  procrasti- 
nate, raUier  thsn  to  facilitate  an  arrangement 
bctweeh  the  two  Governments. 

He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
any  measore,  which  did  not  establish  an  ulti- 
mate excloMOO  from  one  porta,  of  British  ships 
coming  from  the  colonies,  in  case  Great  Brit&in 
■honld  continne  the  provisions  of  her  Order  in 
Oonncil.  If  that  order  should  not  be  annulled, 
he  deemed  aa  interdict  of  all  tn(«rcoarse  with 
the  British  colonies  indispensable,  and  he 
entertained  the  decided  opintoa  that  the  inter- 
dict ought  now  to  be  eetablished  by  Congress, 
to  take  efiect  after  a  reasonable  time.  The 
want  of  snch  an  interdict  constituted  the  chief 
defect  of  the  hill  under  oonsideration,  and  with 
him,  an  insnperable  objection  to  it. 

Hr.  T,  aaid  he  rfnould  hove  preftrred  the 
30th  of  September  next,  as  the  period  when 
the  prohibition  of  the  coloniftl  btercourse  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  shonld  take  effect, 
the  former  acts,  on  the  same  su^ect,  having 
gone  into  operation  on  the  SOth  of  September 
next  foltoiring  their  uaasage;  but  ha  was  not 
disposed  to  insist  on  tnat  day,  and  was  willing, 
fbr  tho  purpose  of  effecting  the  passage  of  a 
proper  act,  which  he  deemed  important,  to  ex- 
tend the  period  to  the  81st  of  December  next 
Id  this  opinion  he  understood  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  concur.  A  fhll  and  fair  op- 
portunity would  thereby  be  afforded  to  settle, 
Oj  negotiation,  a  perplexing  and  diffioolt  ques- 


[H.  or  E. 

by  which  we  mean  to  abide  be 
now  fixed. 

The  measure  certainly  could  not  be  justly 
offensive  to  Great  Britain.    She  had  no  right 

to  except  to  it,  having  herself  led  the  way.    It 
was  not  a  threat,  but  a  measure  of  protection 


effect  in  less  than  four  months  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  order,  bnt  we,  by  this  amend- 
ment, do  not  propose  on  interdict  until  tlie 
lapse  of  ten  months,  although  the  British  inter- 
dict has  been  in  operation  smce  last  December. 
This  oertninly  was  liberal,  perhaps  too  liberal ; 
but  it  would  manifest  a  friendly  spirit,  as  well 
as  a  spirit-  of  forbearance  on  iJie  part  of  this 
Government.  It  will,  however,  give  the 
British  Government  distinctly  to  understand, 
what  is  onr  pnrpose  on  the  happening  of  an 
event  which  we  wish  to. avoid.  He  would  not' 
leave  the  matter  in  a  state  of  uncertunty, 
which  might,  and  probably  would,  induce  the 
British  Govemnicnt  to  speculate  on  our  ulti- 
It  was  due  to  fraokneas,  Uiat 


Committee  on  Commerce  considered  expedient, 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  proposed  to  re- 
vive the  acts  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  and  of 
the  ICthof  May,  1820,. which  constituted  the 
interdiction  deemed  proper  by  Congress  at  that 
time,  under  circumstances  like  the  present. 
The  measure  now  proposed  hod  been  tested  by 
experience,  and  found  effectual.  It  had  once 
induced  Great  Britain  to  open  her  colonial 

Krts  to  our  navigation,  and  would  probably 
again  followed  by  a  like  resnlt.  It  was  the 
safer  mode,  because  it  had  been  tried.  The 
construction  of  those  acts  bad  been  settled,  and 
was  well  understood.  He,  therefore,  was  will- 
ing to  substitute  the  system  established  hj 
those  acts  for  the  interdict  originally  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  It  was  co- 
extensive with  the  Order  in  Council,  and  met, 
and  would,  he  hoped,  thwart,  the  object  of  it. 

The  amendment  provides,  also,  that  the  act 
of  March  1st,  1823,  shall  be  repealed  on  the 
3lBt  of  December  nest,  and  thus  will  take  away 
that  obstacle  to  negotiation.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
felt  fully  satiaSed  that  no  measure  of  less  rigor 
than  that  proposed  in  the  amendment,  ought  to 
be  adopted ;  out  with  tliat  alteration  of  the 
bill,  he  should  give  it  his  support.  Unless  ths 
principle  of  the  amendment  should  bo  Incor- 
porated into  the  bill  in  some  form,  it  was  to 
him  very  objectionable,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 

i  ought  not  to  be  passed. 

I  He  said  he  had  proposed  in  the  amendment, 
certain  modifications  of  the  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  under  consideration,  which 
were  intended,  by  a  change  of  the  phraseology, 
to  remove  an  ambiguity  tiiat  was  apparent  on 
a  slight  examination  of  it,  and  to  xoake  the 
section  clear  and  explicit.  As  the  section 
stood,  it  might  lead  to  difficulty,  in  cose  it 
should  become  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
He  submitted  the  amendment  to  the  House,  in 
the  hope  tbst  it  would  be  approved. 

Mr.  FoRSTTK  rose  to  state  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  difference  between  the  hill 
team  the  Senate  and  the  bill  reported  by  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  Uonse,  and  the 
effect  which  would  he  produced  on  tiio  bill  of 
tiie  Senate  by  tlie  amendment  Just  proposed  by 
the  gentJeman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  ToxLm- 
soN.)  The  bill  from  the  Senate  proptoses  to 
suffer  the  trade  to  remdn  as  it  now  is,  until 
the  Blst  of  December  next;  suspends  tho  acts 
of  1818,  1820,  and  1823,  except  in  regard  to 
the  discriminating  duties,  until  that  time ;  after 
tlie  81st  of  December,  tbe  discriminating  duties 
are  abolished,  but  the  acts  of  1813,  1820,  and 
1838,  will  stand  as  tbey  now  do,  and  if;  in  tho 
mean  time,  no  arrangement  is  siade,  the  Preu- 
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deot  tnQBt,  eooording  to  the  proviHOD  of  the 
act  of  183S,  issue  his  proclamation  annoDDdng 
the  exiBtence  of  the  &ct,  upon  vhieh  the  acta 
of  1818  and  1820  are  immediately  in  force. 
The  hUX  of  the  Committee  on  Comraerce  of  the 
House  interdicts  all  intercourse  after  the  SOth 
of  Sept«inber,  uoleea  one  of  two  propositioiu 
offered  to  Great  Britain  hy  the  bill  la  accepted 
before  that  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  trade 
remains  as  it  is.  After  that  time.  If  no  arrange- 
ment is  made,  there  is  an  interdict  of  all  iiit«r- 
ooorM.  The  difference  between  the  two  pro- 
positioni  is,  as  t«  time,  between  the  80th  of 
Beptember  and  the  SOth  of  December.  Oar 
bill  proposes  express  terms  on  which  alone  the 
trade  can  be  restored  to  its  fonner  state.  The 
other  leaves  the  whole  matter  open  to  negotia- 
tion. Both  are  fonnded  on  a  belief  that  the 
British  Qovemment  is  disposed  to  make  a  fair 
arrangement  The  proposition  of  the  Senate 
is  preferable,  as  it  gives  more  time,  and  leaves 
the  whole  snl^ect  to  negotiation,  nnembarrassed 
bj  legislative  propositions.  The  gentleman 
now  proposes,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
bill,  to  revive  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  of  1328,  after  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, leaving  the  trade  Jnst  as  it  would  stand 
voier  the  bill,  nntit  that  time.  The  proposed 
amendment  is  nnnecessarily  involvMl.  The 
acts  of  1818  and  1620  being  sospended  hy  the 
act  of  1628,  will  revive  whenever  the  act  of 
1838  is  repealed.  The  proposition  is,  thcrefbre, 
flimpl;  to  repeal,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
the  act  of  1828,  the  trade  being,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  the  same  condition  as  it  will  bo  If  the 
Senate's  bill  should  become  a  law.  Tlie  valno 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be  neroepti- 
ble  by  considering  the  relative  conaition  in 
which  the  trade  would  stand  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  supposing  that  no  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement is  made  in  the  interim,  under  the 
bill  of  the  Senate,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  amendment  should  be  adopted.  On  the 
Slst  of  December,  nnder  the  Senate's  bilL  oil 
tiie  acta  of  1818,  1S20,  and  1628,  will  stand  as 
they  now  do,  save  only  that  the  discriminating 
dntics  will  be  repealed.  The  President  most 
issue  his  proclamation  under  the  act  of  1828, 
and  the  acts  of  1818  and  1880  intcrdictlag  in- 
tercourse will  be  enforced.  7nder  the  bnl  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  the  act  of  1828,  which 
Busponds  the  acts  of  1818  and  1820,  being  re- 
pealed, the  acts  of  1816  and  1820  are  enforced 
without  a  proclamation.  The  whole  difference 
then  is  between  an  interdict  preceded  by  pro- 
clamation of  the  President  and  an  interdict 
without  a  proclamation.  Entertaining  as  be 
did,  the  belief  that  the  act  of  1823  did  not  vest 
a  discretion  in  the  President  to  withhold  the 
proclamation  after  the  fact  contemplated  bj 
the  act  occnrred,  Jfr.  F.  oonld  not  see  the 
policy  of  touching  the  Senate's  bill.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  honorable  Churmen  of  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Commerce,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  thought  with  him,  whether  it  would  not 
be  bett«r  at  once  to  adopt  the  bill  of  the  Senate, 


and  pnt  an  end  to  the  qnestton.    Vera  b«i 
incorrect  in  that  opinion,  aa  the  Fr«ad«at 
would  have  the  power,  under 
to  issue  the  proclamation,  Hr.  F. 


the  actoflSH, 
r.  prtsoiMd 


drmneaa  of  tiie  Chief  Ifa^atnte  to  do  tbi 
which  they  seemed  to  believe  the  pidifieiiit«> 
e«t  would  require,  lb.  F.  oonld  vat  under 
stand  why  the  propoMd  amendment  wm  vpi 
as  less  humiliating  than  the  Senate**  UU,  « 


her.  If  he  was  inoorroot  in  Us  riem  of  At 
matter,  he  stood  open  to  conviction,  and  vodi 
acknowledge  the  error,  when  it  should  bi 
pointed  out  to  him. 

Mr.  Akcskb  thought  it  was  ncA  very  mis' 
rial  which  of  the  two  proportions  the  Hme 
should  accept.  He  was  one  of  those  wh» 
thought  there  conld  be  no  sort  of  advintap 
from  a  retrospect  of  what  had  tak«i  ^M. 
Our  object  at '  present  was  to  jprodnM  n 
arrangement  of  the  existing  difficolq^-ad 
whether,  by  going  back  to  the  steps  iriueh  bad 
been  taken,  we  should  prove  that  wa,  or  Gnat 
Britain,  had  been  in  tno  wrong,  it  would,  ii 
his  opinion,  be  eqnnllj  imdeeirable.  "R^n 
was  but  one  purpose  for  which  such  a  ntn- 
spect  could  be  necessary,  viz :  to  detenoliii  tt 
what  point  In  the  controversy  we  had  vow  ■^ 
rived.  If  this  Government  does  not  mlm»- 
age,  and  without  necessity  provoke  that  d 
Great  Britain,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  n 
adjustment.  It  was  imposnbla  ahe  ahaold 
refuse  to  put  the  trade  upon  a  proper  fooliiig, 
nnless  she  should  have  her  national  pride  u«- 
Toked  by  some  ofi^nuve  features  in  oar  nH 
What  was,  in  truth,  the  great  difBerraee  be- 
tween the  Senate's  bill,  and  th«  amendment  rf 
this  House  t  Both  held  out  ■nbatantially  Ibi 
same  terms.  According  to  both,  the  trade  vil 
remun  as  it  now  stands  till  December.  Tit 
amendment  couplee  with  this  a  matter  rf 
offence — a  menace  of  interfiet.  It  telh  Gre* 
Britain  that  you  hold  a  rod  over  her  beid. 
Why  roust  this  be  added  t  Do  we  waat  tn 
offend  I  Do  we  wish  to  prevent  s  oomia«itel 
Great  Briton  is  disposed  to  adopt  our  tcim 
unless  we  fasten  on  something  offensive.  AjAU 
what  end  shall  we  dotbut  Will  anyonetaH 
mo  that  Englaod  does  not  already  ftally  under- 
stand,  that,  if  she  refuses,  we  ehall  qifdy  ■> 
interdict!  There  can  aurely  be  no  ona  m 
absurd  as  to  suppose  this  for  a  moment  Sbi 
will  understand  this  folly,  aa  wdl  wttboot  t 
threat  as  with  one.  He  hoped,  therefbrc,  thit 
tiio  Houae  would  not  risk  loring  the  bill,  l>T 

¥)rtinacioua]y  Indsting  on  the  atmaidnwt 
be  bill  of  the  House  was  not  so  fall  as  tW 
of  the  Senate,  and  by  insisting,  they  wiwj 
only  get  into  a  squabble  with  t£e  Bcoite,  aw 
'effect  no  good  paipoee. 

Hr.  Wuvts  aaid,  that  he  was  one  of  tbo* 
who  bad  voted  to  axtend  the  intwdict  to 
Canada ;  but  for  the  aake  of  getting  the  nl 
through  the  Houae,  he  had  given  up  his  (fin* 
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ion ;  bnt  hs  had  ralber  1mt«  no  bill  at  all 
tb«n  take  that  of  the  Senate;  tiiat  bill  leaves 
the  trade  open,  ealjjeot  to  dlsonminating  duties ; 
to  thiH  lie  md  not  olileot;  be  oonndered  it  ai 
libera)  and  proper;  bat  it  goet  farther,  and 
jffoposea,  after  tlta  Slst  of  December,  to  repeal 
the  diaerinlnatlng  dnUea.  Oould  gentlemen 
fbel  prepared  to  go  h<»De  and  aay  to  their  con- 
stittwats,  v«  left  tlie  trade,  nntU  the  Slst  of 
Deoembo",  in  the  poagoarion  of  British  -reasela, 
and  afterthatpwioOjTeleftveeMla,  trade,  and  all, 
in  their  hands  t  Mr,W.Bddthatlie,forone,  waa 
not  content  to  leave  matter*  in  nicb  a  postnre. 
B7  the  amendment,  we  propose  to  sa;  to  Great 
Briton,  in  a  spirit  of  manly  frankness,  not  in 
a  spirit  of  hosnlitf,  if  yon  accept  the  terms  we 
aSer  jon,  It  is  w^  bat  if  not,  the  acts  of  1618 
and  1830  will  go  into  force.  He  tmst«d  the 
next  Ooooress  would  do  more  than  this.  He 
oonelnded  by  saying  that  ha  was  willing  to 
abandon  his  objection  respecting  the  Canadian 
trade,  bat  he  eonld  not  oonaent  to  ^ve  ap  the 


Mr.  Baruf  aald,  that  his  Stat«  wa*  material- 
ly intet««ted  in  tbe  present  qnestion;  and  if 
ttte  lull  had  oome  op  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
seasioo,  be  should  nave  oonsiderea  it  his  duty 
to  have  gone  into  a  more  extensive  diHcnssion 
of  the  sofajeot  than  woald  now  be  proper.  He 
rose  at  present  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  point- 
ing ont  the  iaoonsislenoy  into  which  the  House 
woold  be  betrayed  by  adopting  the  amendment. 
He  was  willing  to  act  fkirly,  bnt  he  would  also 
act  firmly.  When  the  Government  did  inter- 
dict the  bade  he  was  in  favor  of  making  the 
interdict  general.  The  great  majority  of  the 
HoDse,  he  was  confident,  were  disposed  to 
advocate  an  interdiction  both  by  sea  and  land ; 
and  if  it  were  laid  at  all,  it  should  not  only  re- 
vive the  aoUof  1818  and  ISSO,  which  ont  off 
the  trade  "  bj  aeaa,"  bnt  should  extend  univer- 
sally to  every  part  of  the  Union.  If  it  was  in- 
tended as  a  direst  directed  to  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  it  should  be  made  to  affect  her 
interests  as  much  as  possible.  Jt  was  at  preeent 
the  policy  of  Great  Briton  to  revive  the  trade 
of  the  Ganadas,  and  to  boild  up  those  provinces 
aa  rivals  to  the  United  States.  The  extensive 
fortifications  now  erecting  all  alone  the  fron- 
tier, were  not  without  a  meaning ;  the  proxim- 
ity of  these  provinces  to  our  territory  enabled 
her  to  assail  our  trade  and  navigation  more 
effaotoally  through  the  Oaoadas  tMn  through 
the  West  Indies,  She  is  evidently  about  to  try 
the  experiment  whether  she  cannot  feed  her 
West  India  posneaaiona  through  her  continental 
provinces;  if  she  finds  that  she  can  do  ti^ 
rite  win  turn  about  and  laugh  at  ns^  and'set 
our  interdicta  at  defiance. 

The  qoMtion  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to,  60  to  H, 

7%*  UniUd  Stattt  and  Omtrfia, 
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To  U«  Btnalt  und 

Stm-efRtpnimtat^ttKfVi*  UtiUtiSUttm: 

Washixotoic,  Sd  HsTcb,  183T. 

I  truutmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congrcsa  cowries  of 

communintioiu  recelTcd  yesterday  by  the  Secretary 

of  War  from  the  Governor  of  Geo^ia,  and  from 

Ueot.  Tinton. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 
[The  communications  herewith  trauHmitted 
consist  of  the  letter  of  Governor  Tronp,  already 
published  by  ua  as  copied  from  the  Georgia 
papers,  and  two  letters  jKun  Ijeutenant  Vinton 
to  the  War  Department,  one  of  which  trans- 
mits the  Georgia  paper  containing  the  military 
order  of  Governor  Troup ;  and  also  the  follow- 
ing, which,  by  some  accident  or  other,  we  hod 
not  before  Been:] 

Exicunva  Thtr^^naan,  Oaoaaii,  ) 

MOMfftwOU,  Vltk  FVmtars,  1B2T.  f 

OrJertd,  ThU  tbs  Attorney  and  Bolldwn  Ocd- 

eral  of  this  State,  In  every  bMtuwe  of  complaint  made 

of  the  arrest  of  any  Sorveyor  engaged  in  the  survey 


Sutes,  do  take  all  u 
efi^  tlie  libeistioa  of  tite  person  so  arrested,  and 
to  bring  to  Justice,  either  by  indictment  or  othe^ 
wise,  t^  (^Bcera  or  parties  coucerncd  in  such  arres> 
tation  as  oDenden  igaiust  the  lavs  and  violators  of 
the  peace  and  personal  security  of  the  public  offleen 
■nd  citizens  of  this  Btate;  that  they  give  profea- 
nional  adTJce  and  as^tance  In  their  defence  against 
any  prosecution  or  action  which  may  l>e  inatiLuted 
D^nat  them  u  officers  fn  the  service  of  the  State  1 
and  that  tlwy  promptly  make  linowD  to  this  De- 
partment, their  acts  and  doings  in  the  premises. 

It,  is,  moreover,  enjoined  on  tbe  dvil  magistntea 
of  this  State,  having  competent  JurMUction  of  tbe 
same,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  inquiring  into 
the  catMes  of  every  such  arresl  or  dcteuticvi  aaafore- 
Bud,  that  tile  persoii  i^y  be  ^scharged  forthviib. 
If  illiefpilly  or  unjustly  detained;  and  in  aflbrding 
■ucb  redress  to  the  aggriered  or  injured  party,  as, 
by  U>,  he  may  be  entitled  to  receive. 

By  the  Governor  1  

E.  H.  FIEBCE,  Secretary. 

Hr.  EvBBXTT  moved  its  reference  to  tha 
Belect  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Georgia 
Controversy. 

Mr.  Fonavrn  warmly  opposed  this  reference ; 
and,  after  some  diaonsrion,  moved  to  lay  tba 
Message  and  doonmenta  upon  tbe  table,  and  to 

The  motion  was  n^^aUved — icjtti  54,  noes  68, 

The  discnssion  was  then  fiuiher  continued 
bv  Meaara.  Dkattom  and  WniaHT,  when  the 
Message,  Ac,  was  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  Mr,  Evkektt— ayea  68y 
noes  41. 

Mr.  WsBSTZB  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day,  which  precede  two  bills  granting 
certain  sections  of  land  to  the  States  of  lUioois 
and  Indiana,  to  aid  those  States  in  the  con- 
atruction  of  two  canals. 

The  motion  prevailed.  The  bills  were  taken 
up,  and  after  an  animated  debate,  in  which 
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Messrs.  Weosixb,  IIoffuas,  IIauilton,  Woods, 
GiiVAN,  IEaile,  nnd  Mebchr,  took  part,  Mr, 
HoFFUAN  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  for  Illinois  oa 
the  table. 

The  motion  iraa  nog&tived,  and-  tbe  debate 
renewed  b;  Messrs.  Bassett,  IIebceb,  MoDuf- 
FiB,  Webster,  UxuiLToy,  Md.'bb,  and  BcsaBs; 
^hen  Mr,  Buboes  moved  to  laj  th«  bill  vpon 
the  table. 

The  motion  vas  negatived — aje»  60,  noes  05. 

Mr.  Hatnes  how  moved  that  the  House  take 
a  recess  til]  six  o'clock,  which  was  carried. 

At  the  evening  session,  Mr.  Storiis  moved 
that  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  IIouso  to  meet  a  similar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  second  amendment  mode  by 
Uie  House  in  the  bill  for  the  gradnal  increase 
in  the  y!avy — (for  increasing  tbe  number  of 
Dry  Docks  to  three.)  The  motion  prevailed, 
tod  a  committee  of  three  was  ordered. 

GiTial  in  ItUnois. 

The  hill  allowing  certiUn  townships  of  land 
to  aid  tt)e  State  of  Illinois  in  the  construction 
of  a  canal  being  again  nndcr  consideration — 

Mr.  Miner  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
"  with  instrnetiona  to  inqnire  into  the  ei' 
pediencyofsub!=cribing,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  stock  in  the  proposed  canal,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  ono-tliird  of  the  whole ; 
the  stock  to  bo  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
lands  on  or  near  the  route." 

Mr.  M.  avowed  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
bill.  What  docs  it  propose !  said  he.  To  ^vo 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  certain  alternate  sections 
of  land,  along  tlie  whole  line  of  the  proposed 
canal  from  Michigan  to  the  Illinois  River.  The 
first  question  that  arose  was,  what  was  the 
extent  of  this  grant  t  how  much  land  did  we 
give?  Conld  any  gentleman  tellt  It  was 
estimated  at  abont  two  hundred  thousand 
acres;  but  as  the  extent  of  the  lino  of  the 
canal  was  iitdefinite,  so  the  grant  was  indefinite. 
Illinois  might  make  tlie  canal  only  fifty  or 
Bijty  miles,  and  demand  only  two  hundred 
thoQsand  acres;  but  she  mieht  extend  the 
canal  down  tlie  Illinois  along  Uie  whole  extent 
of  the  State,  and,  under  this  bill,  demand  five 
htindred  thousand,  eight  hundred  thousand,  or 
A  million  of  acres.  It  is,  said  Mr.  M.,  a  strong 
objection,  to  my  mind,  tbat  the  whole  matter 
la  GO  indefinite.  If  we  Ri^nt,  we  ought  to 
know  precisely  what.  These  uncertain  in- 
definite grants  were  extremely  objectionable. 
Ho  member  on  the  floor  of  the  Uoose  could 
tell,  within  several  hundred  thousand  acres, 
what  amount  of  land  he  was  giving. 

Again,  sir,  why  do  we  give  ?  We  are  told 
that  if  this  canal  be  made,  it  will  enhance  the 
value  of  the  public  land  through  which  it  passes. 
Admitted.  If  we  give  money  towards  making 
the  canal,  we  should  know,  tnen,  exactly  what 
we  give,  and  all  the  public  land  would  bo  en- 
hanced in  value ;  that  which  we  propose  to  give, 
OS  well  as  what  we  retain.  But  suppose  a  prop- 
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osition  was  made  on  this  ground,  to  give  to  thit 
State  (200,000  to  make  Uie  canal,  would  tlwn 
be  a  single  vote  in  this  House  in  favor  erf  sock 
a  proposition!  But  the  argument  would  \tt 
equally  strong  in  behalf  of  a  grant  of  money 
as  of  land,  and  not  liable  to  so  many  jost  otjee- 
ttons.  What  iq  money  I  It  is  not  valne — it 
is  the  representative  of  value.  Land  is  m 
valuable  at  what  it  is  worth ;  and  if  yon  give 
the  valne,  it  matters  not  whether  in  money  or 
land.  Why  then  will  genUemen  vote  away  tbe 
public  property  of  one  sort,  when  they  wonU 
not  of  another?  What  is  the  value  of  ttai 
land)  On  the  line  of  the  canal,  villagt^ 
towns,  and  cities,  will  grow  op ;  aome  d  &» 
tracts  will  be  of  great  value ;  tue  it  idtogetb«^ 
it  will  not  be  an  unMr  estimate  to  ptit  it  at  fin 
dollars  an  acre.  Suppose  the  canal  60  miki  in 
length,  and  the  land  given  300,000  sens :  yua 
give  then  a  mUiion  oT  dollars  to  niincas:  tka 
canal  is  estimated  to  coet  from  000,000  to 
800,000  dollars ;  so  that  yon  make  the  cant^ 
and  ^ve  a  bonnty>to  that  State  beudes.  Who 
makes  the  canal?  Those  who  faraiah  tbs 
(imda.  The  people  of  the  United  States  make 
the  canal,  and  then  they  are  to  be  taxed  to  al 
enduring  time  for  liberty  to  use  it  He  b^gci 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  there  was  no  reslrio- 
tlon,  no  limitation,  on  the  St^.e  of  niintns, » 
to  the  amount  of  tolls;  they  might  impose  tdk 
the  most  hardensome.  He  thought  the  malts 
had  not  been  well  considered.  There  is  as 
member  in  this  House  or  in  this  nati<Mi,  dkik 
ardently  the  friend  of  Internal  improvemoiti, 
(s^d  Mr.  M.,)  than  I  am ;  but,  I  think  the  better 
mode  to  pursae  is  to  subscribe  to  atoci  m 
canals  so  that  our  expenditure  ahall  be  an  w- 
cumulating  fund,  enabling  us  to  do  more  and 
more  good  as  we  advance.  This  seems  to  mt 
a  wild  waste  of  the  pnbtic  domain.  I  entrHl 
gentlemen  to  pause  oefore  tbey  make  this  ex- 
cessive grant  In  my  opinion,  it  will  bring  ■ 
system  of  internal  improvements  more  iato 
disrepute  than  all  thp  argnmenta  erf  its  enemiea. 
Sir,  Pennsylvania  came  this  sesdon,  I  will  not 
say  cap  in  band  and  with  bended  knee,  but  in 
the  most  respectful  manner,  and  aaked  the 
grant  of  one  little  township  for  her  institntiaB 
for  the  deaf-mutes — poor  dumb  montha — ibey 
conld  not  plead  for  tbemaelvea.  What  wm 
the  answer  ?  This  petition  waa  r^ected — Ihii 
request  was  refused ;  and  now  yoa  propose  to 

r've  to  Illinois  two  hundred  tboosana  tan. 
hope  the  bill  may  be  recommitted. 
After  some  ftirlher  debater- 
Mr.  HoiruAS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tin 
table. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Vakck  demanded  ttt 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  bv  il>e 
House.  The  question  was  then  token,  and  de- 
termined in  the  negative,  by  yeas  .and  nays— 
GO  to  fl2.- 

Mr.  Haile  advocated  the  grant  to  Illinoii. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Hdieb  waa  tbcu  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 
Mr,  Eaju  then  moved  an  amendment  pi*- 
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posing   s   gimilar  gniDt  to  Mch  State  Id  the 
Union,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  impr 
ments— bnt  the  Chair  decided  the  motion  to 
be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Hatdk^  tnoTed  to  strike  out  2ft,  and 
insert  10,  as  the  number  of  jeeia  within  which 
the  canal  mnat  be  completed.  The  motion 
was  negatived — ayee  69^  noes  78. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
and  wsa  read  a  third  time ;  and,  the  qnestion 
being,  shall  it  passt 

Ur.  MoCoT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  were, 
yeas  90,  nays  67. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  retimed  to  tbe 
Senate. 

A  umilar  bill,  with  respect  to  the  In^na 
canal,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and, 
having  been  immediately  read  a  third  time, 
was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate, 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  linssr,  went 
Into  Gominittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Wiceuffk 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Postmaster  General.  . 
•Hr.  Loira  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  his  two  assistants  by 
$500  eoeh,  and  reduce  the  increase  proposed 
for  the  FoBtmaster  Gleneral  from  (3,000  to 
(1,000. 

The  amendment  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time;  and  Uio  question 
being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Babbinoer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
the  House  refused  to  order  tnom. 

Mr.  Pbabob  opposed  the  bill;  insisting  that 
the  merit  of  the  present  incmnbent  was  leading 
the  Honse  to  an  improper  enlargement  of  the 
salary  attached  to  the  office.  He  referred  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  performing  duties  eqaally 
ardnons,  oaA  expressed  an  opinion  that  (1,000 
would  be  a  sufficient  increase. 

Mr.  GocBK  wamly  advocated  the  bill,  and 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  fidelity  and  industry 
of  the  officer  in  qneation. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  said  a  few  words  on  the  same 
(ode;  when 

Mr.  Kkshxb  wartoly  apposed  the  bill,  as  did 

Mr.  PiABOK,  in  a  few  closing,  remarks; 
when,  the  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was 
passed — ayes  103. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  ^.  Vance, 
went  into  Oommitteo  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Fob- 
STTK  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  Captuns  and  Subalterns  in 
theArmy;  wiichwas reported withoutamend- 
ment,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

The  Navy  Bill. 

Mr.  SroBsa,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  tiie 
two  Houses,  on  the  bill  for  the  gradntd  im- 
]»Y>vement  of  the  Navy,  made  a  report,  by 
which  the  Joint  Committee  of  Conference 
reoonuneoded  that  the  following    danse    be 


added,  by  both  Houses,  to  the  fourth  section 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  be  receded  from  on  its  part ;  "  and  as 
soon  as  the  said  docks  shall  be  completed, 
docks  shall  be  constructed  at  the  two  remaining 
places,  surveyed  under  the  resolution  of  the 
22dofMay,  1828." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received, 
stating  that  it  hod  refused  to  agree  to  this 
clause,  and  adhered  to  its  own  hill. 

[The  House  then  receded  trom  its  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  subsequently  passed.] 

Colmial  Tradt  Bill, 

The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  to  the  Colonial  Bill, 
having  been  announced — 

Mr.  TouLiKBON  moved  that  the  Honse  insist 
on  its  amendment  and  ask  a  conference. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  the  United  Statea 
were  obliged  to  act  with  delicacy  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  Great  Britain  has  told  ns,  in  a  sar- 
castic, if  not  an  insolent  tone,  that  so  long  as 
the  act  of  1S23  rem^s  unrepealed,  things  shall 
remwn  as  they  are.  The  committee  in  its  prop- 
ositions, bos  evaded  the  question.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  30th  of  September,  at  which 
time  the  committee  proposed  that  the  bill 
should  take  effect,  and  the  81st  December, 
which  is  proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
regard  as  worth  disputing  about. 

Mr.  Webstkb  most  decidedly  anpported  the 
motion  for  insistine  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill,  as  made  by  this  House,  preferring  thot  the 
bill  should  fail  altogether,  rather  than  it  should 
puss  without  this  amendment.         * 

Mr.  Wbioht  said,  the  gentleman  fVom  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Forsyth,)  when  he  first  addressed  the 
Chair,  insisted  there  was  no  material  dif- 
erence  between  the  bill  from  the  Senate  and 
the  amendment  of  this  House,  and  he  invoked 
yon  not  to  sacrifice  the  interests  involved  in 
this  question  upon  mere  punctilio  and  form. 
Now  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  there  is  a 
material  difference  in  the  propositions,  and  the 
comparison  results  favorably,  in  his  view,  to 
the  bill  from  the  Senate.  It  is  difficult,  sir,  to 
accord  with  the  views  of  gentlemen  who  shift 
their  ground  so  often,  and  in  so  short  a  time, 
and  we  must  endeavor  to  inform  ourselves, 
from  some  other  sonrce,  of  the  true  state  of 
the  case. 

I  think,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  there  is  a  very  ma- 
terial difference  between  the  two  propositions, 
and  I  will  endeavor  in  a  few  words— for  I  will 
not,  at  this  late  hour,  consume  your  time  in 
discussion — to  give  ^on  the  sura  of  the  differ- 
ence. Tlie  proposition  of  the  House  contains 
specific  legislative  provisions,  of  a  retaliatory 
cnaracter,  intended  to  remedy  the  npjust  ine- 
quality to  which  the  British  Government  has 
subjected  our  trade  with  her  colonies.  These 
provisions  are  in  conformity  with  the  course 
and  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  sanction  of  the  country.  The 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  my  understanding^ 
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mokes  no  Euch  provisioHB,  but  le&ves  overj  tbiiig 
at  loose  ends.  It  bajs  to  the  Britiuli  Govem- 
meiit,  if  jou  do  oot,  within  s  given  time,  change 
your  dctenniDstion  in  relation  to  our  trade,  we 
Bhull  do  nothing,  and  let  jou  take  yonr  own 
course.  Here  is,  indeed,  an  essential  differ- 
«nce.  The  one  proposition  abandons  tho  set- 
tied  policj  of  the  con&trf,  its  legislation,  and 
its  interests,  to  the  entire  control  of  British 
legislation,  and  the  orders  of  the  'King  and  hia 
Uinisters  in  connciL  The  other  occupies 
American  gronod,  and  seeks,  b;  congresuonal 
enactments,  to  remedjr  eiisting  evils.  Sir,  the 
agricultural,  grain-growina  portions  of  thia 
community  have  too  much  at  the  hazard  in 
this  i^nestion  not  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  trade,  as  affecting  the 
almost  entire  markela  for  their  snrplns  pro- 
dace.  Bat,  wr,  let  foreign  Governments  affect 
this  interest  as  they  wiU,  gentlemen  may  rest 
Bsaured  the  fanners  of  the  United  States  will 
never  abandon  their  own  country,  or  submit 
American  interests  and  American  rights  to  the 
fojtering  eare  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  British 
legislation.  I,  for  one,  ^r,  can  never  consent 
to  give  up  the  power  of  legislating  for  the 
rights  and  interests  of  llie  people  of  the  United 
fitatea,  which,  under  the  constitution,  the  peo- 

Sle  have  confided  to  us,  to  the  control  or  direc- 
on  of  any  foreign  power  whatever,  mnch  less 
to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  Let  ns 
legislate  for  ourselves,  and  preserve  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people,  by  onr  own  acta, 
and  not  abandon  them  to  our  enemy  .and  rival. 
I  had  much  rather  no  act  should  pass  ou  the 
subject  of  this  trade,  than  to  pass  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  and  I  think  such  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  I  hope  we  shall 
insist  on  our  amendment,  and  if  we  ful  of  suc- 
cess in  that,  that  the  bill  fix>m  tJie  Senate  will 
he  r^ected. 

Mr.  BuGBARAK  (aid  he  would  hare  preferred 
the  bill  of  this  House  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
because  it  came  oat  boldly.  But  the  commit- 
tee bad  abandoned  this  bill,  and  allowed  Great 
Briton  a  monopoly  until  the  SIst  of  Pecember. 
Be  was  williug  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
country.  Ue  thought  the  only  difference  was, 
whetlier  we  should  act  now  by  anticipation,  or 
at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress )  He  was 
unwilling  to  act  now  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  since  it  had 
taken  this  bill.  If  Congress  shonld  not  ac^  he, 
for  one,  should  not  blame  the  Preudent  for  issu- 
ing his  proclamation,  and  ordering  an  inter- 
dictitHi. 

Ur.  Wuirra  defended  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce for  having  taken  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  ground  that  it  was  so  late  in  the 
aeswon  as  ta  render  it  impracticable  to  get  the 
original  bill  through.  He  was  witling  to  leave 
the  U^slation  on  the  subject  till  next  Con- 
gress. The  President  had  acted  well  in  refrain- 
ing from  issuing  hia  proclamation  as  Congress 
was  about  to  go  into  session,  and  in  leaving  it 
to  CoagieM.    Now  let  QongreeB  Mt,  and  give 


its  opinion.  Why  should  it  not  do  so  I  TIit 
is  it  to  be  left  to  the  Executive !  He  Tonld 
rather  leave  the  whole  to  Congress  at  its  uit 
session,  than  agree  to  this  amendment  ef  Iht 
Senate. 

Hr,  UoDcmi  said,  if  I  correctly  appreW 
the  true  state  of  this  question,  as  presented  bj 
the  conflicting  views  Qf  the  two  Housti,  tht 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wnsm) 
IB  under  an  erroneona  impres^on  as  to  the  af- 
posed  Inefficiency  of  the  nill  of  the  Senate;  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  say  thM  the  Idl 
sent  to  us  by  the  Senate  absotntely  eftisctB  addl- 
ing until  the  Slst  of  December  next,  and  tludi* 
had  aa  well  pass  no  bill  at  all  nntil  the  meoiiii 
of  the  next  Congress.  The  gentleman  tfoaa 
to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  very  diplo- 
matic difficulty  which  our  pres^it  legisIatiNiii 
intended  to  remove.  It  will  bo  recollected  thil 
the  great  obstacle  which  has  heretofore  in- 
vented the  a^ustment  of  this  question  iriik 
England,  is  the  pretension  set  np  by  our  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  ambiguous  phraseologrcf 
the  act  of  1823,  to  have  onr  merchan^se  im- 
ported into  the  British  Vest  India  islands,  Ti)|i 
no  higher  duties  than  are  levied  uum  siniiltf 
merchandise  imported  into  thoee  islands,  fhna 
the  other  parts  of  the  British  Empir&  TU 
British  Minister  alleges  that  this  is  m  effect  to 
claim  to  have  our  own  citiiens  placed  Dot  ml; 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nituoi, 
but  on  tlie  footing  of  English  subjecti;  toi 
that  he  will  not  consent  to  negotiate  upon  tbe 
sulHect,  while  snch  an  absnrd  preleDsion  R- 
mams  upon  our  statute  book.  This  I  vif 
stand  to  have  been  the  ground  upon  which  lb. 
Canning  broke  off  the  negotiation  with  ov 
Government ;  for  it  was  not  until  the  Bs'fii 
Government  was  informed  that  a  propoetioB 
to  repeat  the  exceptionable  pretensions  set  vf 
by  the  act  of  1828,  had  been  rejected  hytlio 
legislative  branch  of  this  Government,  thitllt 
Canning  refused  to  continue  the  negetisIioiL 
Now,  sir,  the  object  of  the  bill  of  the  Seniti  i> 
to  do  what  we  were  prevented  from  doing  it 
the  last  session,  by  the  interference  of  tlie£i- 
ecntive,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  done,  llis 
whole  difficulty  would  have  been  avoided.  IlK 
bill  proposes  to  renounce,  by  a  legidatire  d«- 
laration,  the  indefensible  pretenuon  vbicb  Ihs 
BritishMinister  seems  to  regard  as  an  insnper*- 
ble  barrier  to  negotiation,  and  which  oar  o" 
Government,  in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Gil- 
latin,  have  distinctly  abandoned.  To  say.  there- 
fore, that  the  bill  of  tbe  Senate  will  effect  uoili- 
ing  until  the  Slst  of  December,  appears  to  EDO 
to  be  an  assertion  founded  upon  a  total  nusctn- 
ception  of  the  canses  of  onr  present  diflicnltr. 
It  IB  not  because  the  British  are  nnwilling''' 
accept  the  terms  recently  offered  by  our  Got- 
emment  through  Mr.  Gallatin ;  for  they  ireiM 
very  terms  that  Government  offered  to  seMp 
more  than  twelve  months  before  Mr.  GallstuH 
arrival  in  England.  It  is  not  because  onr  Go^ 
emment  are  now  unwilling  to  grant  tboso 
temu,  ibr,  after  huckstering  tor  an  n&attiuii- 
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il6  ihadmr  till  tbey  loet  the  iDbstMic*,  thejr 
m  DOW  willing  and  anxious  to  do  what  thej 
troaal^  neslceted  to  do  when  thef  had  ihe 
lower.  The  real  difficulty,  then,  which  now 
WBaiiu  between  the  QovenmientB,  is  sot  one 
iSMinR  the  hcnor  of  either,  bnt  a  mere  nut- 
tt  of  diploniatic  etiquette. 

Hw  Brittflb  GoTenuaeot  pnmoaed,  by  the 
Kt  of  Parliameiit  of  18S6,  to  puce  oar  trade 
rilli  Ihelr  West  India  idanda  on  a  footing  of 
wfect  redprooity.  Our  Le^sUtnres  under  the 
mwed  recommendation  of  the  £ze<mtlTe  Gov- 
nutMot,  TsAued  to  meet  this  le^alative  tender 
If  ■  oorrMnooding  act  on  onr  part. 

The  BritUb  Oovenunent  hare  cboien  to  ro- 
|urd  this  as  a  disreapectAl  tampering  with 
heir  digiuty.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  tbink 
tiithepart  of  awise  Legislatore  to  avul  ItseiT 
f  the  rery  first  oocaaon  to  convince  the  Brit- 
ih  GoTemment  that  we  had  no  snch  intention. 
Lsd,  sir,  if  tba  inflaence  of  the  Administration 
ball  igun  defeat  the  attempt  to  remove  the 
Kisdug  obstaclM,  as  preeent  appearances  seem 
D  tndKate,  I  tmst  the  nation  will  place  the 
cepoQsibility  of  the  failure  upon  the  ehonlders 
t  those  who  ought  to  bear  it.  The  Senate 
■are  sent  to  this  Honse  a  bill  which  does 
amove  the  existing  difficulty,  in  the  least  ex' 
cptionable  mode,  and  will  enable  our  Qovem- 
neiit  to  resume  the  negotiation  with  the  itrong- 
•t  ponible  hopes  of  snccAsa.  The  Mends  of 
be  Admiaistration  in  this  House  attach  an 
moment  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate,  which  is 

0  have  no  effect  witil  a  month  after  the  meet- 
Dg  of  the  next  Congress,  and  yet  declare  they 
ronld  rather  lose  Lae  bill  altogether  than  not 
lave  this  amendmMit  inoorptKvted  in  it  t  Now, 
ir,  I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  this 
louse,  decidedly  exceptionable,  because  it 
lolds  out  an  nnprofltabie  threat  to  the  British 
iotenunuit,  which  may  prevent  them  from 
i^otiating  or  rescinding  thur  Orders  in  Conn- 
il,  but  cert^nly  can  &  no  good  before  the 
Metiog  of  Congress.  There  is  another  oifjec- 
ioa  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House. 

1  doeg  not  embrace,  in  the  interdict  it  denonn- 
es  after  the  81st  December  next,  the  trade 
hroagh  the  Canadas.  Now,  sir,  I  am  clearly 
<the  opinion  that,  ■whenever  wo  do  resort  to 
'  sytfeni  of  retaliatory  prohibition,  it  ought  to 
lose  up  every  avenue  tlirough  which  the  intcr- 
Bcted  trade  may  bo  carried  on.  If  the  British 
ietemment  peroeive,  from  a  previous  legisla- 
ive  declaration  of  onrs,  that  we  intend  to  leave 
•pen  the  Oanadas,  she  will  have  all  the  indnce- 
nent  to  adhere  to  her  restrictive  system,  which 
he  prospect  of  supplying  her  irianda  from  the 
Tnited  States,  through  that  avenue,  is  calon- 
tted  to  hold  out.  This  is  a  contest,  not  for 
onuoeroe,  bnt  for  navigation.  If^  therefore, 
he  British  lalands  shall  be  mipplied  through 
be  Ctnadaa,  Great  Britun  will  have  the  whole 
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minlBtratloa  in  this  House  will  pwtinaoioodj 
adhere  to  an  amendment  which  may  do  harm, 
and  can  do  no  good,  with  a  fiill  knowledge 
that,  by  mch  adherence,  they  will  defbat  the 
bill  altogether,  then  I  presume  the  responnbil- 
ity  of  defeating  the  only  measure  which  can 
extricate  us  from  our  diplomatic  entanglementa 
will  fairly  rest,  a  second  time,  upon  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  I  trust,  sir,  the  House  will 
not  adhere  to  its  amendment,  as,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  question,  a  vote  to  adhere  )■  equiv- 
alent to  a  detarmination  tliat  no  l^nislative  act 
shall  be  passed  on  the  suiyect. 

Mr.  LrrTLB,  then,  after  a  few  ramarki  on  thft 
•hortness  of  the  time  remaining,  demanded  the 
prerions  queetion. 

The  coll  was  sostoined  by  the  House,  and 
the  House  bavins  then  determined  that  tho 
main  question  shall  now  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "Shall  this Housa 
insist  on  its  amendmentt"  aud  decided  iu  the 
affirmative — ayes  71,  noes  47. 

The  question  being  put  on  asking  a  confer- 
ence, Ur.  McDuFvu  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  PowEU.  advocated  a  conference,  aa  did 
also  Mr.  MoDttfib,  Mr.  C&mbbelkso,  and  Mr. 
Tovusson;  and  the  question  being  put,  the 
conference  was  asked  for,  and  a  committee  of 
three  i^pointed. 

Mr.  ToxusBOK,  f^om  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  Colonial  Bill,  reported  that  the 
ConfcFcea  of  the  two  Houses  hod  been  unable 
to  agree,  and  moved  that  this  House  do  adhere 
to  its  amendment. 

On  this  motion  a  very  extensive  and  animat- 
ed debate  took  plooe,  which  ctHitinoed  till  near 
two  o'cIocIl 

The  main  qnestian  was  then  put,  via;  "Will 
this  Houae  adhere  to  ita  amendroentt"  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  n^^  aa  follows: 

YsAB. — Mgbstb.  Allen  of  *l(us.,  Batley,  Badger, 
Bddwln,  Bartlett,  Barlley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barney, 
Brent,  Barges,  Clarke,  Coeke,  Crovniiiihilcd,  Davis, 
Dwight,  Eastnui,  Evertt,  Fosdick,  Qnriey,  Hos- 
brouck.  Heory.  Herrick,  HofFman,  Hngimiti,  Huni- 
phrey,  logersoll,  Johnsoa  of  Tirgiola,  Ji^iiuoa  of 
Ky.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  little,  Locke.  Mai' 
lary,  Usniadale,  Uanlu  of  ^'ew  York,  M'Muiua, 
Sleech,  Uerwin  of  Conn,,  HeKolfe,  Miller  of  New 
York,  Miner,  James  &.  Mitchell,  O'Brien,  Fearce, 
Porter,  Fovell,  Seed,  Ross,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannoo, 
Sloane,  Spnguc,  Stewart,  Siorra,  Strong,  Swum, 
Test,  Toinuiison,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Vance,  Var- 
nom,  Wales,  W.rd,  Webster,  Wbipple,  Whittemore, 
Whitdesey,  Willisms,  Junes  Wilton,  Woods  of  Ohio, 
Wright,  WurU,  Young— 7S. 

Nats.— Messrs  Addams  of  7a.,  Alexander  of  Va., 
Alexander  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Angel,  Aabley,  Barbour 
of  Vs.,  Barriager,  BajUca,  Blair,  Bradley,  Bryan, 
Bechanao,  Cambreleng,  C^raon,  C*ry,  Claibome, 
Conner,  Cramp,  Davenport,  Deitz,  Drayton,  Edwards 
of  Pa.,  Edwards  oCH.  C.,Findlay  of  Pa.,  llndUy  at 
Ohio,  Fonytb,  Forward,  Govan,  Hamiltoa,  Barris^ 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Bines,  HouMon,  Ingham,  laack^ 
Jciuilngs,  Ercba,  Kremer,  Lecompte,  IdTincston, 
Long,  Haiabic,  McCoy,  McDi^ffis,  McHatlon,  M«ni> 
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wetber,  Miller  of  Pi.,  Jobn  Ultcheil,  MItchcU  of 
Hd.,  Hitcbell  of  TenD.,  Hoore  of  Ky.,  Newton.  Orr, 
Owen,  PeMr,  Plumer,  Polk,  TalUfeiro,   TreivftOt, 
VerpUnct,  Weenu,  Wickliffe,  Wolfe — 85. 
So  the  Eooae  resolved  to  adliere  to  ita  ameod- 


SinmDAT,  March  S. 
TTianlt  to  th«  Sp€aler. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Swan,  it  was 
Saolved,  ThtA  the  thnnlrg  of  this  Houm  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honorable  Jorh  W.  Titlor,  for  the 
able,  impartial,  and  dignified  mnnncr  la  vbich  be 
has  presided  over  its  deliberntions,  snd  performed 
the  arduous  and  importaat  duties  of  the  CbiUr. 
Begutfr  c/  IkbaU*. 
Ur.  McDuffii  moved  the  following  resoln- 


Stiolved,  Thai  the  Clerk  of  this  Honsebo  author^ 
nd  directed  to  subecrihe  for  three  hundred 
of  the  Regiatcr  of  the  Debates  In  Congress, 

_  ._.  i_^ • —  published  bj  Galea  and 

doUnrs  per  voli 


Beaton, 

that  he  be  ftniborixcd  to  pay  for  the  sarne   . 

the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

In  supporting  this  resolntion,  Ur.  McD.  nd- 
Terted  to  the  necessity  for  a  work  of  tliis 
description,  and  its  value  in  illnstrnting  tlie  laws 
of  the  country,  bj  showing  the  motives  and  rea- 
sons which  had  inSnenced  the  Legislature  in 
passing  them ;  stated  the  great  expense  inciden- 
tal to  sneh  a  publieation,  and  the  inability  of 
the  publishers  to  persevere  in  their  dcn^n  with- 
out aid  from  Congress,  as  the  character  and 
price  of  the  work  restrained  it  from  a  circula- 
tion proportioned  to  its  great  public  utility. 

Mr,  WKBSTCit,  after  expressing  similar  views, 
stated  his  belief  that  the  encouragement  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  would  be  insufficient,  and 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  from 
from  three  to  five  hiftidred. 

Ht.  KcDwfTis  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
inodi6catioD  of  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  Weiout  and  Mr.  Babtijtt  made  some 
ftarther  observations  on  the  diameter  of  the 
work,  as  hitherto  executed,  and  in  suppnrt  of 
the  resolution  as  modifled, 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  opposed  the  resolution ;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Evbbktt  and  Mr.  MEBOEn ; 

When  the  resolution  was  aduiited. 
Cohniiation  Societj/. 

Ur.  MxnoEB,  from  the  Select  Oomraitto«  to 
■whom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  tho 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Congress  in  colonizing  tho  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States  in  Africa;  together 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  States  of  Delaware 
and  Kentucky,  recommending  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  Congress  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ists, mode  a  report  thereon  favorable  to  the 
Tiews  of  the  memorialists,  but  recommending 
t])Bt  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the  next 
Betdaa  of  OoagntB. 


On  a  motion  to  print  the  report,  s  deanlur; 
debat«  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  FoBsm,  Kn- 
MSB,  Stbono,  Cakbbelxso,  MtaCKB,  and  iiixiL- 
TOIT,  took  piut. 

Mr.  Wbeub  said  he  felt  himself  constnioed  to 
offer  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject.  He  owid 
it  to  the  honorable  chairman,  and  to  Mch  nioi- 
l)er  of  the  committee  who  had  directed  bun  t> 
jH«sent  this  report,  and,  as  <»ie  of  that  com- 
mittce,  to  himself,  to  remark,  that  he  aonadc^ 
ed  this,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  one  (^  the  nust  n- 
nsnol  and  unpreoedent«d  attacks  ever  niidsiipa 
a  report  on  its  preaentuticni  to  this  Home;  ud 
he  might  be  permitted  to  odd,  with  propiietj, 
the  most  unwarrantable.  To  print  repati 
vithout  being  read  was,  assuredly,  an  eror 
day  praotic*.  But  if  the  House,  niider  eiiMiii| 
circumstances,  was  willing  to  afford  the  tio^ 
the  committee  could  have  no  possible  ol^jectiol 
to  hare  the  report  read ;  that  he  had  beard  U 
read  twice,  and  that  attentively,  and  so  fir  * 
judgment  went,  he  oonld  assure  gentiemea  Oxj 
would  find  it  ably  and  instructively  drawa  i% 
not  meddling  in  the  least  with  tlie  i^  a 
property  in  Oie  slave,  whilst,  at  the  iflnw  tint, 
it  pointed  out  the  truopohcy  as  to  what  AaU 
be  done  with  the  free  people  of  color.  A  ttsi 
of  reasoning,  sir,  well  calculated  to  produt 
convictions  as  desirable  as  honorable.  Whn 
read,  and  properly  understood,   he  might  bl 

Krmitted  to  say,  ho  hoped  and  believed  »osH 
the  means,  under  Providence,  of  indndogtlu 
SoDth  to  step  forward.ond  the  Korth  no  mp 
to  hold  back.  He  eaid  it  was  not  his  intcnlioi, 
at  thissta^nof  the  session,  unnecessarily  tods- 
tain  the  House.  Tlie  gentleman  last  up,  fha 
Maine,  (Mr.  SpBAorK,}  bait  measarealdj  i*^ 
him  the  necessity,  by  anticipating  him  ioiMt 
of  his  remarks  The  report  ought,  and  be  tnal- 
ed  would  be  austuined,  now  that  it  hid  iMs 
attacked  without  a  hearing,  consequently  tbt 
contents  unknown.  lie  would  trouble  ti* 
Ituuse  with  no  further  remark,  but  leave  it  to 
their  good  sense  and  Justice,  nnder  a  perjnian 
they  would  onler  the  report  to  bo  printed. 

And  the  report  was  tlien  ordered  to  be  pnnfr 
ed— ayes  71,  noes  *0. 

OofTgia  and  the  Vnit^  Stata. 

Mr,  EvEMTT,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  two  Messages  frotp  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  resolntiM" 
of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and  other  dce»- 
ments,  rehiting  to  the  controversy  as  to  lij 
right  to  cert^n  lands  lying  within  the  limita  n 
the  Stato  of  Georgia,  occupied  and  claimed  Ir 
the  Creek  Indians,  made  o  long  and  detsiln 
report  thereon,  recommending  the  adoption  at 
the  following  resolutions: 

].  Reimlvfd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  proems  • 
ceadon  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  limits  u  Geerga- 

S.  Raotved,  That,  until  a  cession  u  proeorKl,  ^ 
laws  of  the  km],  as  set  forth  in  the  Tiealy  of  Wu^ 
ington,  onghi  to  be  loaintainsd  by  all  ncecWT 
consLtutiooal  and  legal  means. 

Ur.ErxBBT,  after  some  renarka  entbeliti- 
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nen  (rftbe  period  of  tb«  aeadon,  and  the  nnwill- 
bigDMS  of  the  ocKsmittoe,  at  tMt  moment,  to 
BBgags  In  the  disonailon,  naleN  oompened  to 
do  M  by  A  determiDation  of  oUien  to  debata  tbe 
mtiject,  made  a  motua  that  the  report  and 
■coompanjing  doonmenta  be  printed. 


Mr.  Powm  moved  to  ]»j  the  report  on  the 
table,  tad  print  it ;  bat  withdreir  hia  motion  at 


lereqneMol 
Ur.  D^-n 


U r.  UKATTOB,  who  atii,  aa  hedid  iMt  oononr 
in  the  r«pOTt  which  had  joat  beui  read,  he 
abonld'ofier  an  ainendment  to  it.  The  qnes- 
tiona  ariring  out  of  this  report,  (iaid  Mr.  D^) 
teqnin  for  thdr  adudon  uie  oonudemUon  of 
great  conatitntional  and  legal  principles— an 
examination  into  the  political  and  territorial 
ri^ta  of  Georgia  before  and  linoe  the  adoption 
of  tlte  Federal  Ctmstitntion ;  and  an  inqairy  into 
the  powers  affeoting  theae  poMoal  and  tcrrito- 
lia]  rights  wlitch,  nnder  that  inatnunent,  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States  Grave  and 
eompSoate  moh  investigations  voidd  be,  if  the; 
were  presented  to  na  merelj  aa  ababwit  propo- 
ritiona ;  bat  when  the  parUes  at  inae  are  the 
United  States  and  a  sovereign  State,  when  the 
maintenanoe  of  the  oonflioting  doctrine*  aaaert- 
ed  b7  the  President,  and  bj  the  Governor  of 
Geoi^ia,  maj  lead  to  the  emplopnent  of  the 
regular  force  ag^nst  oar  feliow-citizens,  may 
shake  the  aoM  ubrio  of  oar  Union  to  its  centre, 
and  involve  onr  coontrj  in  the  horrora  of  civil 
war,  it  la  diffloalt  to  oonoeive  any  Investiga- 
tion in  which  we  ooold  be  engaged,  of  a  more 
important  and  critical  nature.  It  wonld  be  in- 
cambent  npon  a  member  of  Uila  body,  before  he 
4>pro«ebea  their  diaensdon,  anziotialy  and  dia- 
passionatelT  to  have  directed  hia  mind  to  the 
salitlect,  ana  after  having  dime  so,  to  state  and 
■npport  hia  op4nlon  reqwctftallr,  bnt  ftilly,  can- 
didly, and  feaneaily.  I  have,  sir,  bestowed  npon 
this  repoT^  and  npon  the  mattera  growing  ont  of 
il,aBmnoh  atUnttonasmydatieaasainember^rf 
the  oommittee,  and  aa  my  othef  datiea  as  a  mem- 
ber at  the  Honse^  permiUed,  and  I  have  arrived 
at  the  oooolDBona  oontaiDed  in  the  reaoloUons 
whioh  I  ahall  sabmlL  Though  it  Is  ardently  h> 
be  desired,  that  the  Judgment  <rfOongreaa  ahoold 
be  pronounced  open  thu  oontroveray,  as  it  wonld 
doabtleas  have  a  salutary  lufiuenee  in  asaoaging 
the  paationa  which  have  been  ezdted,  yet  be- 
lievliw  that  to  be  impracticable  at  this  exp4riiig 
period  of  the  seaalon,  I  ahall  refti^  fttnn  mak- 
ing any  obaervationa  in  support  at  my  leacdn- 
tiona,  unless  any  argntnenta  should  be  urged  in 
&vor  of  the  reporL  In  that  event,  I  should 
endeavor  to  reply  to  those  arguments,  and  to 
aapport  my  own  viewa  by  leaaoidng  and  by 
anthoritica.  Withont  further  treepaasiog  apon 
the  time  of  the  Eoote,  I  b<a  leave,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  oflbr  the  following  resolutions  aa  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report  ^  the  committee^  to  be  in- 
aerted  after  the  word  "report:" 


the  right  to  the  Kdl,  ind  the  jqrtadletion  over  the 
lands  within  her  Uralla,  irhioh  an  tn  the  oeonpaney 
of  the  Creak  Indiana. 

3.  Buolwtd,  That  the  Bute  of  Oeorgia  baa  the 
right  to  extingniib  the  title  to  the  Uods  of  the  In- 
dLua  irlthin  her  TerritoTT,  and  to  leglsLate  for  then 
in  all  caaea,  nibjact  to  the  right  of  Congresl  to 
"  regulate  commerce  irith  the  &disn  tribet." 

S.  AwAnd;  That  nurerlng  lands  in  the  occapaney 
of  the  Inaans,  wltiiia  the  UmlU  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  by  the  authority  of  her  Leaidatnre,ls 
not  aa  interfcraBce  with  the  right  id  ingress  to 
•■  regokte  commeree  with  the  Indian  tribaa." 

G.  Ket^vtd,  That  the  treaty  of  Uie  Indian  Sprii^p 
h&ring  been  executed  and  ratified  by  the  Creek  u- 
dkns,  and  haTing  been  executed  and  ntilied  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  ia  the  mumer  prescribed 
by  the  constitntion,  and  never  hariog  been  conatl- 
tuUaDsUy  repealed,  all  the  rigtits  which  nnder  It 
were  coDveyed  to  the  Stale  of  Oeoigia  are  onlu- 
paired  at  this  time. 

B.  Raolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  reqneated  to  eitlngolsh  the  claim  which  ia 
set  up  by  the  Cresk  Indians  to  the  lands  In  th^ 
occupancy,  in  the  State  of  Oeorttia,  which  wet«  not 
conpreheodsd  hi  the  treaty  of  Washington. 

[The  question  waa  then  taken  on  printing^  and 
carried  in  the  aSnnative.1 

Ur.  EvBarrr  moved  tne  printing  <J  S,000 
copies — 6,000  also  waa  move^  and  1,000. 

The  question  bring  taken  on  6,000— the  yeaa 
were  61,  noea  B7. 

A  message  was  ivceired  from  the  Senate^ 
notil^ing  the  updntmont  of  a  Joint  oommittee 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stataa, 
and  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  haa  no  Anther 
communications  to  make  to  Congresa,  the  two 
Hoasea  are  about  to  close  the  preaent  session  by 
an  a^onmment. 

The  House  oononrred  in  the  resolution  for  Uia 
appointment  of  this  oomnuttee,  and  Ur,  Wn- 
STU  and  Ur.  'Bieaim  were  named  of  the  com- 
mittee on  its  part. 

The  SpK&Knn  then  roae  and  addressed  tba 
Hoose  81  follows  1 


reuT  paitiaUty 
rotable  eatlma 


of  this  Congresa,  that  I  entered  npon 
(he  dutlea  of  the  ^tingoiahed  station  to  which 
itlallty  was  pleased  to  call  me.  For  tlie  fa- 
.  eaUwate  yon  have  thia  day  expressed  of  my 
bbeia,  I  pray  yen  to  accept  my  meat  grate- 
Ail  acknowledgmenta.  The  generooa  auppott  irtileh 
has  be^  tmUoimly  given  to  the  dedMna  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  indnlgenee  whioh  baa  been  extended 
to  me,  tn  tlie  discbwge  of  every  other  duty,  have 
left  on  my  heart  an  impresmon  as  enduring  sa  lift. 

If  the  dellberatioas  of  this  Congreas  have  not  re> 
snlted  in  many  acta  of  great  nallcnal  interest.  It 
has  arisen  from  no  omis^n  on  tbe  part  of  the  Bep- 
resentaiives  of  U)e  people  to  devote  their  time  and 
talents  to  the  pubUo  service ;  bnt  is  attribotable.  In 
part,  to  the  happy  eondition  of  the  eonntiT,  which 
required  few  chanKea  In  Its  eatabllihed  policy,  and, 
hL  part,  to  ■  diSsrenoe  of  opinion  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legidatura  In  reprd  to  aome  maaa- 
Braa  of  primary  importance. 
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Undar  joor  fcitwiac  e»M,  howerer,  oar  mUI 
■cnUfitr  defence,  bot£  ndliUrj  and  mtilI,  hcTe  td- 
nacedtowirdi  mmtorit;;  the  neaot  of  iDfomutlOD 
And  oomnnrcial  intercauM  hiTe  been  extended . 
ike  natioMl  debt  hu  beeo  redneed  i  end  yonr  bett 
•fort*  bare  not  been  wutlDg  to  iflbrd  proteetloD 
and  enccungement  to  our  tuTigatioQ  and  manulio- 

Hora  than  two  tlioiuand  tot^ecU,  of  variooi  de- 
■eriptlon,  prewnted  for  legiilatioa,  bare  been  eiam- 
bed  and  reported  upon,  bj  the  eomnilltece  of  thii 
Boom,  wboee  valoaUe  and  penerering  labois  entitle 
them  to  pnblia  gratitude.  Although  manj  Impor* 
laat  bOI*  are  arfeeted  ia  their  progreM  b;  the  teiv 
■nination  of  CongTeea,  the  InduUry  and  InteUIgeoce 
which  hare  been  employed  in  maturing  them  iriU 
not  be  loet.  To  the  handi  of  our  inccenors  we  ma; 
.  wfel;  confide  the  doing  of  whateTet  the  nation  ihall 
require  to  be  done. 


Whh  eameet  prajm  that  the  Mrrieea  in  «Uck 
we  have  been  engaged  atmj  tedoand  to  the  genMil 
welftre ;  that  ca^  of  700,  aider  the  gnidanc*  of  a 
pcotecdng  Protidenee,  ua;  meet  your  bouBee  and 
ftlendi  (nbealth  and  pnwperllj,  and  long  angoj  the 
confidence  and  eeteein  of  javr  conatttnenta ;  in  dee- 
ing  the  aeadon,  I  viah  jon  an  affectionate  CvewdL 

Mr.  WntTKB,  from  the  oommittoe  appainted 
to  wait  on  the  PrendMit  of  the  Uiutcd  States 
repmted  the  pnftMmaiioe  (^  that  dntf,  and  th« 
tile  fVesident  had  no  ftirther  ^iwiwiw  ■^t'fi  *it^n  tn 
make  to  the  Honee. 

A  mnnnirn  waa  aent  to  tha  &«iata,  noti^rug 
th«nitlutthiiHoiMeitreadrtaac<jowii;  wbare- 

llke  SrsaxxB  thui  tidimaoai  Qm  Honae  nm 
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TWENTIETH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT  THE   CITY  OF  WA8HIHGT0K,  DECEMBEH  8,  1B37. 


PKOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


VoTsmiT,  Decemtwr  8, 1S27. 

lie  hour  of  twelve  h&ving  airiTed,  th«  Hon* 
onble  JomC.  Cjii.bou»,  Vice  PresiiWt  of  the 
Cuited  ^atea,  took  the  duir.  The  roll  of  Sen- 
mtors  havii^  been  called  over  hj  Hr.  Lowbib, 
the  Secretary,  ft  qtpeared  that  Dverj  member 
was  in  attMidMioe,  except  Mr,  Wibstbb,  of 
Haasachiuetts,  and  Mr.  Tbok^  of  HIidoU. 

The  oath  of  office  iras  then  adminiBtered  to 
Bnch  memben  as,  bavins  been  e1ect«d  Mnce  the 
la*t  feaaion,  now  take  ^e'lr  seats  for  six  yean 
from  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maooit,  the  Secretary  was 
ordered  to  w«t  upon  the  House  of  R«preaent- 
atives,  and  inform  them  that  a  quonmi  of  the 
Senate  was  preaent,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
boBineeB.  He  returned,  and  reported  thai,  the 
House  had  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker. 

A  message  was  shortly  after  received  from 
the  House  of  Representativea  by  theur  Clerk, 
aunonnetng  that  a  quonim  of  that  Hoose  had 
assembled;  that  Akdhbw  Stkvinws,  of  Vir- 
nnia,  had  been  elected  their  Speaker,  and  that 
Utey  were  ready  to  proceed  to  ouEiness. 

Soon  after,  a  second  message  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  Hoiue  had  poMed  a  jolot  reso- 
IntLoo,  that  a  committee  be  appomted  by  each 
Honse,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  they  were  ready  to 
reoeira  any  eommaDioation  he  might  have  to 


•  LIST  OF  UEUBBBS  OP  TUS  BENAT& 

Jfinc  Bia^nlUi^ — Swnnd  Bell,  Lnl  VoodliiuT. 
JTOMilctllMMl^Kithulcl  eiUbea,  Dulel  WaUtar. 
awMcMnA— Buiaal  A.  Foot,  C«1t1o  WUley. 
medi  iUimd:— !I«lwinl*h  B.  KnlghC,  itba  SobbliB. 
VameHL—OaHeT  Chaia,  Hmtki  Bejinoai. 
Sinn  Fort.— UuUn  Vu  Bann,  N*tti*li  Bufcrd. 
Jfm  ArHy.— Mfthloa  DIckenoD,  Ephrtlm  R»tiirtmi, 
rttmtfltaiila.^Wmiia  Hutu,  iaae  D.  Btnuid. 
IMoiMnu— LoBl*  Mcluk,  Umij  IL  Bldcelr. 
MiuylamA--tKaaa  Smith,  EnkM  Ohunbui. 


The  resolotjonwta  concarred  in,  and  Messrs. 
Macoh,  and  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  were  ^point- 
ed a  oonunittee  on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate. 


TrosDAT,  December  4. 

Mr.  Maood',  fh>m  the  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Housee,  appointed  to  wut  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  reported  that  they 
had  done  so,  and  had  received  for  answer  that 
the  President  woold  make  -a  communication, 
in  writing,  to  both  Honses,  at  twelve  Vdock 
tbie  day. 

The  Message  was  shordy  after  received  from 
tbe  Preeident  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  John 
Adams,  his  private  Secretary,  and  was  read  as 
follows : 

Muiage  nf  tht  Praident, 
TUte^CStuem  ef  ths  BamU, 

and  Iff  Oia  Houte  of  Sepntmlativtt : 

A  KiTOLimoii  «f  the  seasons  his  nearly  been  com> 
pleted  since  the  representatives  of  the  People  and 
Stales  of  this  Union  were  bst  usembled  at  this 
place,  to  deliberate  and  to  act  upon  tbe  common 
imporUat  interest!  of  tbeir  constituents.  In  that 
InteTval,  the  never.slu[nbering  eye  bf  a  w<««  and 
beoeSceat  Proridence  has  continued  its  guardian 
care  orer  the  wel&re  of  our  bekiTed  country.  The 
blesdng  of  hctltfa  hw  continued  generally  to  pre- 
vail throughont  tbe  land.  The  bTessIng  of  peace 
with  our  brethren  of  the  human  race,  has  been 
enjoyed  without  intemiption ;  internal  quiet  baa  left 


nfgtnia.—I^  W.  Tnewell,  Jtha  TJtn. 
JTsrU  OhvUso— Jobn  Brueh,  Kitlunld  lUum. 
SmM  OmUna.    WUIiim  Smith,  Bobut  T.  Bijna, 
Otorgia.—J.  UcPhama  Bwritn,  Thoswa  W.  GoUil 
f  nJoeti'.— Bkhird  M.  JohnwD,  John  Bomn. 
IkiHUHH.— Juhu  H.  Eilaii,  Hoeh  L.  Wilta 
OUo.— WlllUra  H.  HuTinii,  ""■j'—li  finnlM, 
ZonMoaa.— DiminbiH  BooUcht.  Joikh  &.  JohBctoo. 
JwUoiw.-'WItlLsiii  Huidricki,  Juiwa  Ifobte. 
JOitlBfppC— Thomu  a  VlUuH,  FowhUtu  EUls. 
IStm^iA — BUm  Km  Kup,  Jcm*  B.  TIlopv*. 
^fafronu.— Huiy  Chunben,  WLUlim  S,  Xin^ 
JKmmiH.— Dnld  BsrtsB,  Thomu  H.  Banton. 
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ligbU,  and  in  the  Tree  exercise  of  all  their  bcolcie* 
to  pursue  the  impulse  of  their  nature,  and  the  obli- 
gation of  their  dutj,  in  the  improTement  of  their  own 
condition.  The  productions  of  the  soil,  the  ex- 
changes of  commerce,  the  Tirifying  labor*  of  haman 
Induatrj  have  combined  to  mingle  in  our  cup  a  por- 
tion of  enjo;r>»Biit  ai  Urge  and  liberal  as  the  Indul- 
gence of  heaTcD  baa  perhaps  ever  granted  to  the  im- 
perfect stale  of  nian  upon  earth  j  knd  *■  tbe  piit«st 
of  human  felicitj  conaiati  in  Its  partidpation  wiUi 
olhen,  It  [a  DO  small  addition  to  the  sum  of  va  na- 
tional happiaeaa,  at  thi«  time,  that  peace  and  profper- 
itj  preTsit  to  a  degree  seldom  experienced  orer  the 
vhole  habitable  globe ;  presenting,  though  as  jet  with 
'  ''  ixceptions,  a  foretaste  of  that  blessed  period 


b  their  mo«  eflMtive  chtnnett,  the  nManw  which 
contribute  to  tbe  public  weal,  is  the  pnrpoee  for 
wldcb  goTemment  was  inititnted.  Ot^cts  of  deep 
ImpoTtanee  to  the  «eliitr«  of  the  Union  are  con- 
itanllj  recurring,  to  demand  the  attentioD  of  the 
Federal  Legislature  ;  and  tbe;  call  irlth  accuinutaled 
Interest,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  two  Houses, 
aflar  their  periodical  renoTslion.  To  present  to 
their  consideration,  from  itmo  to  time,  aubjecu  in 
'  which  the  interests  of  the  nation  are  moat  deeplj 
inTolmd,  and  for  the  regulation  of  which  the  legis- 
IbiItc  will  is  alooe  competent,  is  a  datj  prescribed 
b;  the  eonstitulion,  to  the  perfonnanco  of  which 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  Congress  is  ■  period 
eminentlj  appropriate,  and  which  it  is  now  mj  pnr- 
pOM  10  discharge. 

Out  Tcladons  of  friendship  with  the  other  ttationa 
of  the  earth,  political  and  comnerclij,  bare  been 
preaerred  nniiiipaired,  and  the  opportunities  to  im- 
proTB  them  have  been  cultiTated  with  anxious  and 
nnremilting  attention.  A  negotiation  upon  inb- 
jects  of  high  and  dellcalo  inloreit  with  the  gOTcm- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  has  terminated  in  the 
adjustment  of  some  of  tlie  questions  at  lasno  upon 
■stisfactor;  terms,  and  the  poatponemettt  of  others 
for  future  discostioa  and  agreement.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  CouTention  concluded  at  Bt.  Peters- 
burg, on  the  12th  daj  of  Jul;,  1822,  onder  the 
ine^atloo  of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  bare 
been  carried  Into  efl'ect,  bj  a  subsequent  Conven- 
tion concluded  at  London  on  tbe  IStbof  Norember, 
1826,  the  rstiflcstions  of  which  were  exchanged  at 
that  iJace  on  tbe  eth  dsj  of  Februar}'  last.  A  copj 
of  tbe  proclsmatioD  isaued  on  tbe  nineteenth  ds;  of 
March  last,  publishing  this  ConTentlon,  is  herewith 
communicated  to  Congress,  The  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  four  thousand  nine  baudred  and  dxtj 
dollars,  therein  atipniated  to  be  paid  to  the  claim- 
ants of  Indemnitj  under  the  fint  artideof  the  Treat; 
of  Ghent,  has  been  dulj  received,  and  the  oonniis- 
■lOQ  Instituted  confonnabl;  to  tbe  act  of  Congress 
of  the  second  of  lEsrch  but,  for  tiie  dlstribntlon  of 
the  Indemnit;  to  tbe  persons  entitled  (o  receive  It, 


of  the  moot  palnhil  topics  of  colli^a  between  tbe 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  not  onlj  affords 
an  occasion  of  gratnlation  to  ourselve^  but  haahad 
tbe  bsppiett  elKct  la  promoting  a  Mendl;  dispo- 
sition, and  in  ooftennig  asperities  npoa  other  otifeets 


the  magnammil;  with  which  an  bonerable  ptte 
b;  the  reparation  of  their  own  wionn,  scUens) 
triumph  more  gloriona  titan  anj  Mo  of  blood  €■ 

The  Conventions  of  td  Jul;,  ISIG,  snd  of  M 
of  October,  181B,  will  eii^re  b;  thdr  owa  MUr 
tlou  on  tbe  ioth  of  October,  1818.  Tbae  kn 
regulated  the  direct  commercial  luleiMMUM  Mwni 
the  United  Suies  and  Great  Britain,  mpoa  Unsrf 
the  most  perfect  redprodt;;  and  tbej  eflsctd) 
temporary  campromise  of  the  respective  H^nl 
claim*  to  tertttor;  westward  of  tbe  fio^  Mom- 
UIds.  These  amoMiiMnt*  bave  been  csMinri 
for  an  bidefinlta  period  of  time,  after  the  vvfor 
Uon  of  the  above-mentioned  ConrentioB ;  Icaiiif 
each  part;  tbe  libertv  of  terminating  tbem,  bj 
giving  twelve  months  notice  to  the  other.  Tb 
radical  principle  of  all  commercial  int«Rount  br 
tweeo  Independent  nations,  la  Ibe  mnlual  itfeM 
of  both  parties,  h  li  the  vital  spirit  of  Oidi  it- 
self;  nor  can  It  be  Tecoociled  to  the  natnis  <f im, 
or  to  tbe  prlnar?  laws  of  homan  sodetj,  Ibx  mj 
trvfflo  sbonld  long  bo  villingtjr  ponnsd,  of  *U 
all  the  advantages  are  on  one  side,  and  all  tbe  bO' 
dens  on  the  other.  Treaties  of  CoBBere*  tsn 
been  found,  b;  experience,  to  bo  among  tboMC 
effective  intniments  for  promoting  pesos  anil* 
monv  between  nations  whose  biterests,  eldwf^ 
ctmsjdered  on  either  side,  are  brought  into  fnqaMl 
colltuon  bj  competition.  In  franung  swh  liislif^ 
It  is  the  dutj  of  each  part;,  not  dm^j  tootge  *tt 
unyielding  pcrtinacit;  that  which  snjts  Ui  est  i^ 
tcrvat,  but  to  concede  blwraQj  to  that  wludi  ■ 
adapted  to  tbe  Interest  of  the  other.  To  m>» 
plish  this,  Bttle  more  b  generslW  required  tin  • 
simple  ohMTvance  of  the  rule  of  redprocit; ;  vi 
were  tt  po^Ue  for  the  sUteamen  of  one  nstioD,  I? 
strvugem  snd  tnansgement,  to  obtun  Bton  Ik 
weakness  or  Ignorance  of  another,  an  oveivtadkg 
treat;,  socb  a  compact  wonld  prove  an  inesMinl* 
war  rather  than  a  bond  of  peace.  Osr  con  wtiw 
with  Great  Britdn  are  fbandsd  upon  tbs  J^ti^ 
of  ledprocitj.  Tha  commercial  ioteicoam  t^ 
tween  the  two  countries  Is  greater  hi  BS^^udei" 
amount  than  between  an;  two  other  natMWs  m  ue 
globe.  It  is,  for  all  purpose*  of  bsnett  or  slno- 
tsge  to  both,  as  precious,  and  In  all  pr(tel)i^ 
br  more  extensive  than  if  the  parties  were  n 
cooatituent  parts  of  one  and  the  asms  islic 
Treaties  between  such  States,  regulating  the  IsW- 
course  of  peace  between  them,  and  ajJusllBg  is- 
tereat*  of  such  transcendent  importance  "^"^ 
which  have  been  found,  in  a  long  *''P"*'5°f !: 
jears,  mutoall;  advantageous,  should  not  t*  Sp^ 
cancelled  or  diaemitinacd.  Two  ocnvsntfaM  <* 
continuing  lit  fbree  those  above  Bendsned  W» 
been  condnded  between  the  Flen^olKiUarlM^ 
the  two  Goveninwnts,  on  the  dxth  of  A«|W  •*• 
and  win  be  forthwith  Ud  before  the  SeiaW  fc^ 
exeh!lseofthdroonstttnltonaltnlhorit;oiliic«Wl 

In  the  eKocntiM  of  tb*  Treaties  of  Peat*,  fj 
November,  1783,  and  September,  1T88,  betwft*"* 
United  Sutea  and  Great  Britkin,  and  which  tn- 
mlnated  tbe  War  of  our  Independence,  •  h**  ? 
bouutkr;  was  drawn  as  the  demareatios  of  V"' 
tor;  between  the  two  counlriee,  eilendiiif  '/"'  { 
twent;  degrees  of  Istitade,  and  '■"P^^ 
Isiea,  ana  mountains,  then  ver*  iMpKnc^ 
>red,  and  scareel;  opened  to  tbe  |c<i$'*F^ 


explored,  and  scareel;  opened  tc 
knowledge  of  tbe  age.    In  tbe  piogrfs  i 
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nd  MMauent  b;  both  paitlM,  rfnoe  tlwt  due, 
M*ei*l  quenkm*  of  b<nudM7  b«tw««ii  tlidr  !«• 
qwetiTC  Urriuwioa  hun  mImil,  whloh  hftve  bM* 
foatd  AzeMdingl;  dUBenlt  rf  UIJ  ■>*'■■>"»*■  ^  ^^ 
oliMB  of  the  bat  war  with  Oieat  Britain,  fbnr  of 
1  Ibe  w 


»  necatietor  of  the  Tnat;  «f 
Oheot,  bnt  wiilwnt  Uie  neuu  «f  eoneladiu  • 
defloitiTe  ernuigHMnt  «oaeeniiiig  then.  Vbejr 
vera  referred  to  three  ■epuua  rnminlirifini, 
oonritting  of  two  Commlirioiieil,  one  eppotnl«d  bf' 
OBcb  pautf,  to  examine  and  dedde  npoa  t^^  re- 
^ectire  cUma.  In  the  event  of  tiiiadlMRneiDent 
between  the  Commlnionen,  It  wai  proTided  that 
the;  ilwdd  make  nporta  to  tlwir  Mveral  Oovem- 
mente;  and  tliaC  the  report*  ihould  finally  be  re- 
ferred to  the  dedsioQ  of  a  BOTsreign,  tlie  common 
friend  of  both.  Of  theae  commiaiiou,  two  hare 
aircadj  termioaled  Uidr  eenioua  and  inveetlgalloni. 


of  Ghent  liava  flnall;  dingread,  and  made  thdr 


;  Bp  *  queation  to  be  decided  b;  the  Art>i- 
tiator.  Till*  jiarpose  haa,  liowaTer,  been  ellbcled 
b;  a  fourth  ConTention,  concluded  at  London  b]* 
the  PleidpoleDtiariea  of  the  two  Oovemtnenta  on 
the  S9th  of  September  lart.  It  wiU  be  aubmittad, 
together  with  the  otttera,  to  the  oonrideraUoi  of 
the  Senate. 

While  ihcM  qneetSoH  have  been  pending,  inci* 
dent*  have  octmrred  of  conSicting  pretenatona^  and 
oTdangeraui  diaraeter  upon  the  (erritor;  itaelf  in 
dispuU  between  ^e  two  Batlona.  Bj  a  oommon 
nndeiatapding  between  tlie  OOTemmenta  it  waa 
af^teed  Uiat  no  eierdae  of  eiciualTejnriidiedon  bj 
either  partj,  while  the  negotiation  wu  pending, 
dionld  change  the  etate  of  (he  qoestion  of  right  lo 
be  deKnitivelj  settled.  Such  coLluaon  haa  never- 
tbdeM  recentlj  taken  {dace,  b;  occurrencet  the 
predae  chacaeter  of  wtiich  hu  not  ;et  been  aacer- 
talned.  A  coumunicatioa  from  tlie  Oorentor  of 
the  Slate  of  Maine,  with  aeoompanjing  docnmenla 
and  a  eoneepondenee  between  the  Becretarr  of 
State  and  tbeMiiyatet  of  OreU  Britain,  on  thia  aBl>- 
ject,  are  now  communicated.  Heaauces  hare  been 
talten  to  aacertain  the  atate  of  the  facta  more  cor- 
rectly, bj  the  cmploTment  of  a  apecial  agent  to 
Tirit  the  apot  where  the  aileged  outrages  ^re  oc- 
curred, the  reaoH  of  whoee  inqnlriei,  wbea  received, 
will  be  tranamitted  to  Congreea. 

While  *o  man;  of  the  antjeati  of  bighlntereit  to 
the  IHendl;  rdadon*  iMtween  Ibie  two  countries 
bare  been  io  br  ttiinaUA,  it  i«  a  matter  of  regret 
that  tlt^  *iewa  re^Mcdng  the  commercial  inter- 
courae  l>etween  the  United  Statai  and  the  British 
Colonial  powartona  bare  not  eqnaliy  ^pprailmalad 
to  a  friendly  agreemenL 

At  the  commenoemeU  of  the  laat  Seirion  of  Con- 
grcM,  thej  were  inbrmed  of  the  andden  and  anex* 
pected  eiclodoa  bf  the  Britiab  tJovermMnt,  of  ae- 
ceaa,  in  vesael*  or  the  United  Statee,  to  ail  their  colo- 
nial porta,  except  thoee  immediatelr  bocderiog  npon 


our  own  terrilorica.    In  the  .  _    _ 

whioh  hare  fueceeded  the  adoption  of  thla 
which,  aa  It  aAoted  hanfaiv  the  intereata  of  the 
United  Stataa,  became  a  Bobject  if  eipoctnlatian  on 
our  part,  the  princtplea  upon  which  ite  JueHSeation 
haa  been  placed,  have  tteen  of  a  diven^ed  cbatso- 
ler,  it  haa  been  at  once  ascribed  to  a  mere  recur- 


renoe  to  tlie  old,  loog-establiahed  principle  of  colo 
nial  mooopoly,  end  at  the  same  time  to  a  feeling  of 

tment,  beoanae  the  oHkn  of  an  Act  of  Padia- 

opeaiog  the  cdouial  port*  upon  eeriain  cod- 


tbe  n 


prior  Aet  of  hriiameiit,  of  IBIS,  opening  certain 
onlMial  porta,  under  beavv  and  buidenaone  f»- 
Mriction*,  to  v«Mds  of  the  United  State*,  had  not 
been  reciprocated  by  an  admi^ou  of  Britiah  n^ 
•ell  Inm  the  coloniea,  and  tbeir  cargoes,  without 
anj  restriction  or  dlicriminatloa  whatever.  Bat, 
be  the  motion  for  the  interdiction  what  ft  may,  tlie 
British  Oovemment  have  manifested  no  diaposition, 
cither  b;  negotiation  or  b;  corresponding  legislative 
enactment*,  to  recede  fhim  It,  and  we  have  been 
giveD  dntincll/  to  understand,  that  neither  of  the 
uU*  which  were  «nder  the  eonrideiation  of  Con> 
grcMjat  their  laat  aesrion,  would  have  been  deemed 
mffletcnt  In  their  eoncesdons,  to  have  been  rewarded 
1)7  any  relaxation  tnib  tbe  British  interdict.  It  ta 
one  u  the  inconveniences  insepuably  connected 
with  tbe  attempt*  to  adjust  by  reciprocal  legislation, 
interest*  of  tbis  nature,  that  neither  part  j  can  know 
what  would  be  aatiafectcry  to  the  other;  mod  that, 
after  enacting  a  atatnta  for  the  avowed  and  dncare 
purpose  of  conelliadon.  It  will  geiMrallv  be  found 
utterly  inadaqoate  to  this  expeetatioBS  of  the  other 
party,  and  wlli  terminate  in  mutual  disappointment. 
The  sss^on  of  CongreM  having  terminated  with- 
out any  act  upon  the  subject,  a  PnwUma^on-wa* 
issued,  on  the  llth  of  March  lait,  confonuabty  to 
the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  tbe  act  of  lat 
March,  IBia,  declaring  the  fact  that  tbe  trade  and 
btercourse  aatboriied  by  tbe  Bridth  Act  of  ParUa- 
inent,  of  91th  Jane,  1S23,  between  tbe  Onited 
Statea  and  the  Britiah  enumerated  colonial  porta, 
bad  been,  by  tbe  subeequent  Acta  of  Parliament,  of 
eth  July,  lS2fi,  and  the  Order  of  Council,  of  STth 
July.  ISSe,  prohlbitod.  Tbe  efftct  of  tfal*  Proda- 
nation,  by  Oie  twm*  <tf  the  Act  imder  wlddi  it  waa 
iaaned,  haa  been,  that  eadi  aitd  every  proviaion  of 
the  Aet  concerning  Navigation,  of  18th  April,  IMS, 
and  of  tlie  Act  anpptementary  therffo,  ^  IBth  May, 
1830,  revived,  and  Is  In  fnU  force.  Buch,  then,  is 
the  present  condition  of  the  trade,  that,  ueetiil  a* 
it  Is  to  both  partial,  It  can,  with  a  single  momentary 
eicepUon,  he  carried  oa  dlreqtly  by  the  vessels  Of 
neither.  That  exception  itself  is  found  in  a  ProcIa> 
mation  of  the  Governor  of  the  Island  of  St.  Otuia- 
'  er  and  «f  the  Virgin  islands,  inviting,  for  thre* 
Jis  from  the  28th  of  August  last,  the  Importa- 
of  the  arUcles  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  whioh  constitute  their  eiport  portion  of  tUa 
trade,  in  the  venet*  of  all  nations.  That  period 
having  already  expired,  tbe  state  of  mutual  Inter- 
diction haa  again  taken  place.  The  British  Govern* 
have  not  only  dccUoed  negotiation  upon  thii 
wiMect,  but,  by  the  principle  Uey  have  assumed 
~itli  referenoe  to  it,  have  pMclnded  oven  the  mean* 
rnnotiation.  It  beeomei  not  the  self-respect  of 
tbe  l^ited  States,  dther  to  aoUdt  grattdtoo*  fevoM, 
or  lo  aooqrt  a*  the  grant  of  a  favor  that  for  whloli 
an  ample  equivalent  to  esaoled.  It  remains  to  b« 
detarmined  by  the  reepeedve  Gonmnent*,  whetbtr 
the  trade  slull  be  opened  by  act*  of  reciprocal  leg- 
i*lation.  It  to  in  tbe  mean  lime  aaUAelon  to 
know,  thai,  apart  ttma  the  InconventeDce*  nndting 
from  a-distunatkoa  of  the  lunal  (rh>nnflll  of  trade. 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Sbuvk.] 


18X7. 


no  lots  bu  becD  •ufUioed  bj  the  cotameKe,  the 
naTtgatioo,  or  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slate*,  mai 
ttoue  of  mtgnitude  is  to  be  appTebeaded  from  thit 
existing  Male  of  mutual  inteidict/ 

With  the  other  luuitime  and  eoamercial  naiioiu 
of  Europe,  our  intercounw  coutinuea,  with  little  tb- 
riation.  Siuc«  (he  ceasalioD.  by  the  ConventioD  of 
S4th  Jans,  1SS2,  of  alt  diicrimin*tiii|;  duties  upon 
the  Tessela  of  the  United  Stales  and  France,  in 
either  country,  our  trade  with  that  nation  has  in- 
creased and  la  Increasing.  ,A.  dispoaitlan  on  the 
part  of  France  has  been  nuuiifeeted  to  renew  that 
uegoliatiou ;  and,  In  acceding  to  (be  proposal,  we 
hare  eipresKd  the  wish  that  it  might  be  extended 
to  other  objects,  upon  which  a  good  uodentaiiding 
between  the  parties  would  be  beneficial  to  the  in- 
terests of  bolh.  The  origin  of  thr  --"'  -'-■--■--- 
between  tbe  United  Slates  and 
vith  the  first  years  of  our  im  , 
memory  of  it  iainterwoTen  witbUut  of  ourardaoua 
■biiggle  for  national  eiiatence.  Weakened  as  it 
bai  occasionally  been  since  that  time,  it  ean  hy  ns 
never  be  forgotten;  and  we  should  hail  with  eiulta- 
Uon,  the  nomenl  which  should  indicate  a  recoUeo- 
lion,  equally  fiteodl  j  in  ^rit,  on  the  part  of  France. 
A  fre^  eSbrt  baa  been  recently  Bkade,  by  the  Hin- 
bter  of  the  United  States  reai^uf  at  Paris,  to  ob- 
tain a  Gon4dcratlon  of  the  jnst  claims  of  (ha  citizens 
of  the  Uidted  States,  to  tbe  reparation  of  wrongs 
long  since  commitied,  many  of  them  frankly  ao- 
koDwleigrd,  and  all  of  them  entitled,  upon  eTery 
priiiiijile  of  jutlice,  to  a  candid  examination.  The 
proposal  last  made  to  the  Fnrnah  Government  bss 
been  to  refer  the  subject,  which  has  forroedan  ob- 
stacle to  this  cQOdderatiOD,  to  the  determination  of 
a  Boverelsni  the  common  friend  of  both.  To  tbia 
olTer  no  definite  answer  has  yet  been  recciTcd;  but 
tbe  gallant  and  honorable  spirit  which  has  at  all 
times  been  tbe  pride  and  glory  of  France,  will  not 
nltimatcly  permit  the  demands  of  Innocent  anfferera 
to  be  extinguighod  in  the  mere  consdouaness  of  tbe 
power  to  reject  tbem. 

A  new  Treaty  of  amity,  narlgatlon,  and  com- 
merce, bos  been  concluded  with  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for 
their  advice  wlilf  regard  to  its  ratiflcailon.  At  a 
more  recent  d.ilp,  a  Minister  nenipotenliary  from 
tbe  Hanseatlc  Republics  of  Humburg,  Lubeck,  and 
Bremen,  baa  been  received,  cbaq^d  with  a  special 
mtosion  for  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  becueeo  that  ancient  and  renowned 
League  and  the  United  Sutee.  This  negotiation 
has  accordini;!/  been  commeiicGd  and  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  result  of  which  will,  if  successful,  be  also 
BUbmitted  10  the  Senate  for  their  consideration. 

Eiaoa  the  acccsnon  of  the  Emperor  Kicbolas  to 
the  Imperial  throne  of  all  the  Russias,  the  friendly 
ditposillons  towards  the  United  States,  so  constant- 
ly manifested  by  his  predccesMr,  have  continued 
unabated;  and  have  been  recently  testified  by  tbe 
appointment  of  a  Uinister  Plenipotentiary  to  reside 
at  this  place.  tVom  tbe  intereat  taken  by  thu  hot* 
ereign  in  behalf  of  the  suSMng  Greeks,  and  from 
the  spirit  with  which  other*  of  the  great  European 
Powers  are  co-operating  with  fabn,  the  IHcnds  of 
freedom  and  of  humanity  may  indulge  tbe  hope, 
that  they  will  obtain  relief  from  that  most  unequal  of 
oonBicla,  which  they  have  so  long  and  so  gallantly 
■uaiained:  that  they  will  eqjoy  the  bteulng  of 
telf-govemment,  whicb  by  their  suflerings  in  the 
sause  of  liberty  they  hare  richly  earned;  and  that 


be  eeMred  by  those  Bbeitf 
inatitutlona,  of  which  tbeiT  oonatry  famidied  the 
earliest  example*  In  the  Ustorj  ttf  mankind,  and 
which  have  eonaeaaiod  lo  imnottsl  rcmembnnee 
tbe  very  s^  for  which  ihey  are  now  again  pnrfbady 
poaring  forth  their  blood.  The  Rympatlue*  which 
the  People  and  Oovemment  of  tbe  Unitod  Statea 
have  BO  warmly  Indulged  with  their  cnnse,  have 
been  acknowledged  by  thdr  govemment,  in  s  letter 
of  thanks,  which  I  have  received  ttma  tlwlr  iUoatri- 
ooa  Pteaideot,  a  translation  of  wkii^  ia  now  con- 
municsted  to  Conneaa.  the  BcpreatnlstiTca  of  that 
nation  to  whom  Uii*  tribute  of  gratUude  ma  b> 
tended  to  be  paid,  and  lo  whom  it  was  justly  dun. 

In  tbe  American  bemi^ibere,  the  cauM  of  Free- 
dom and  Independenco  ha*  eontlmad  lo  prevail; 
and  If  aignaUMd  by  none  (rf  Ibow  aplaadld  trinmiiln 
wind)  bad  Clowned  with  glory  some  of  tbe  preM^ 
ing  years,  it  has  only  been  fram  tbe  t»«"*°'""tit  of 
all  external  force  agaioit  which  the  ttruggle  bad 
been  maintained.  The  shout  of  victory  has  been 
superseded  by  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  over 
whom  it  could  have  been  aubieved.  Our  friendly 
wishea  and  cordial  good  will,  which  have  conaUuatlj 
followed  theSoutbnnuationaof  America  in  «n  the 
viciautudea  of  their  war  of  lndepcndeiK«,  are  aa» 
ceeded  by  a  sobdtnde,  •<|Ually  sirdent  and  cordial, 
that,  by  die  wisdom  and  ]^rity  of  their  inatitntiou^ 
they  may  secure  to  themselves  the  cboicoet  blest. 
ings  of  social  order,  and  the  beat  reward*  of  Tirtn- 
ous  liberty.  Disclaiining  alike  all  right  and  aD  in- 
tention of  InterferinR  In  thoee  concerns  which  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  their  Independence  to  r^ulata 
as  to  thom  shall  see  St,  we  hail  with  joy  every  indi- 
cation of  their  prosperity,  of  thur  harmony,  M'ibeir 
persevering  and  inSexible  homage  to  thoee  princi- 
ples offreedom  and  of  equal  rights,  which  are  alone 
siuled  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  Anetiean 
nations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  some  coooem 
that  w«  have  obeerved  Indicatlona  4tf  intestine  tf  vi. 
tiooainsomeof  tbe  Republics  of  the  Sooifa,  and  up- 
pearancea  of  less  nnion  with  one  another,  than  we 
believe  to  be  tbe  intereat  of  alL  Among  the  ro> 
BulU  of  this  state  of  things  has  been  that  tbe  Trea- 
ties concluded  at  Panama  do  not  appear  lo  have 
been  ratified  by  the  contracting  par^ea,  and  that 
the  meeting  of  tbe  Congress  at  Taoubaya  baa  been 
iudeBnitely  postponed.  In  accepting  tbe  invita- 
tions to  be  represented  at  this  Congreaa,  while  a 
■nai^festation  was  intended  on  the  put  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  moat  trieniUy  di^)Orition  towards 
the  Southern  Republic*  bj  whom  it  bad  been  ptro- 
posod,  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  ftimiah  an  oppor- 
tunity for  brining  all  tbe  aattoos  of  this  hcmlrahere 
to  the  common  acknowledgment  and  adoplloa  of 
the  prindples,  in  the  regulation  of  their  InteraatioMl 
relations,  which  would  have  secured  a  lastii^  peace 
and  harmony  betwben  tbem,  and  have  promoted 
the  cause  of  mutual  benevtdence  throughout  the 
globe.  But  as  obstacles  appear  to  have  arisen  W 
the  re-assembhng  of  tbe  CooRreas,  one  of  the  two 
Kinlster*  coromMsioned  on  to*  part  of  tbe  Untied 
Statea  baa  returned  to  the  boaom  of  hla  coraitr?, 
while  tbe  miDlster  diarged  with  the  ordlnarjr  mi*- 
aion  to  HeiicOk  remi^na  aoUiorised  to  attend  at  the 
GOnferendoa  of  the  Congreaa  whenever  they  may  be 
resumed. 

A  hope  wss  for  a  short  time  enta'taitied,  that* 
treaty  of  peace  actually  signed  between  tbe  Gov- 
enimenta  of  Buenos  Ayrea  and  Bratil  would  aupep- 
•eda  all  further  ocoasion  for  those  r^m-inr.^  b» 
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twe«D  belligeKnt  prBtensloDi  tad  neutral  ri^U, 
wlileh  are  to  Commonly  tha  reault  of  maritime  war, 
and  which  baTS  imlOTtnnitelj  diaturbsd  the  bar- 
moo;  of  the  relation!  between  the  Uniled  States  and 
the  Braabaii  Governmeutt.  At  Ibeir  but  Besdon, 
CoDgrmawere  inforaied  that  aome  of  the  naval  offl- 
eera  of  that  empire  had  adTancedaDdpractiaed  upon 
principle*  ia  relation  to  blockades  and  to  neutral 
navigation,  which  we  could  not  eancdon,  and  which 
oar  commanders  fonnd  it  necessar}'  to  rc^at.  It  ap- 
pears that  the;  bare  not  Iteen  suatained  b j  the  Got> 
emment  of  BraiU  itael£  Soma  of  the  Teasels  cap- 
tared  under  the  aistuned  authority  of  these  erro- 
neous principlea  have  been  restored  ;  and  ws  trust 
that  ouriust  eipecta^oni  will  be  realized,  that  ade- 
quate indemnitj  wiU  be  made  to  aU  the  dtizena  of 
tha  UniUd  Stales  who  hare  sutTered  b;  the  onwar- 
ranled  captures  which  the  Bradlian  tribunals  them- 
■rives  have  pronoanced  onlawfuL 

In  the  diplomatic  diaene^ons  at  lUo  de  Jaaeiro, 
of  these  wrongs  sustained  b;  dtizena  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  othera  which  Memed  as  if  emanating 
immediately  from  that  Qoreniment  itself,  the  Chitgl 
d'Aliure*  of  the  Ci^ted  States,  under  an  Ijapresdon 
that  his  representations  in  tieliairof  the  rights  and 
Interests  of  his  countrTmen  were  totall;  disregarded 
and  uaelea,  deemed  It  bis  dntj,  without  waitmg  for 
instructiODS,  to  terminate  his  official  functions,  to  de- 
mand his  passports,  and  return  to  the  United  States. 
This  moTement,  dictated  bj  an  honest  zc^  for  ^e 
honor  and  iateresM  of  his  conntrr ;  motives  which 
operated  excluslTelj  upon  tiie  mind  of  the  ofQcer 
who  resorted  to  it,  lus  not  been  disapproved  b;  me. 
The  BraciUan  GorernnMnt,  howerer,  complained  of 
It  as  a  loeasiire  for  which  no  adequate  Intentional 
oaooe  bad  been  given  bj  them;  and  upon  an  ex- 
plicit assurance,  ihrongh  their  Chargd  d'Af&lr«B, 
Tesidioghere.that  a  successor  to  the  late  Kepreeent* 
ative  of  the  United  Stales  near  that  Government, 
the  appointment  of  whom  thej  desired,  should  be 
received  and  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  bis 
character,  and  that  indemnitj  should  be  pnlmptlj 
made  for  all  injuries  Inffieted  on  eiUiens  of  the 
United  States,  or  their  propertj,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  a  tenporarr  commbilon  a*  Cbargi 
d'AOUres  to  that  coontr;  has  been  Issued,  which 
it  la  hoped  will  enUrelj  restore  the  ordinary  Atpla- 
matic  intercourse  between  the  two  Governments, 
and  the  ftieudi;  reUtions  between  their  respective 
nations. 

Taming  from  the  momentous  coDcems  of  our 
Umon  la  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  to 
those  of  the  deepest  interest  in  the  adminiitntion 
of  our  internal  uSiin,  we  find  the  revenue*  of  the 
present  jear  corresponding  as  nearl  j  as  might  be  ex- 
pected with  the  anticipations  of  the  last,  and  pre- 
seutins  an  aspect  still  more  favorable  in  the  prom- 
ise of  me  nexL  The  balance  In  the  Treasarv  on  the 
Brst  of  January  last  was  rat  millions  three  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thousand  idx  hundred  and  eighty-sii 
dollars  and  e%htf  en  oenta.  The  receipts  from  that 
day  to  the  80th  of  September  last,  as  near  aa  the  re- 
tarns  of  them  yet  received  can  show,  amount  to  sii- 
teon  nulUoDs  eight  hundred  and  eighty-riz  thousand 
five  hundred  and  et^^-<me  dolUrs  and  thirty-two 
oents.  The  receipts  of  the  present  quarter,  estim^ 
ted  St  four  millions  fiye  hundred  and  fifteen  Iboo- 
sand,  added  to  the  above,  form  an  aggregate  of 
twenty-one  miUioiM  (bur  hundred  thousand  dolUrs 
of  receipts.  The  eipenditnrescf  the  year  may  per- 
haps amount  to  twenty-two  BdlOooa  three  bnndred 
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thooiand  dollars,  prasenting  a  small  eioesa  over  the 
receipts.  But  of  these  twenty-two  millions,  upwarda 
of  uz  have  beenapptled  to  the  discharge  of  the  jnin- 
cipal  of  the  public  debt ;  the  whole  amount  of  which, 
al^roacbing  seventy-four  millions  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  will  on  the  first  day  of  next  year  &11  short 
of  siity-seren  millions  and  a  half.  The  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  Btst  of  January  next,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  exceed  five  millions  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  doQars ;  a  sum  eiceedlnv  that  of  the 
first  of  January,  ISSS,  thougli  falling  short  of  that 
exhibited  on  tbe  fint  of  January  last. 

It  was  foreseen  that  the  revenue  of  the  present 
year  would  not  equal  that  of  Che  last,  which  bad  it- 
self been  leM  than  that  of  the  next  preceding  year. 
But  the  hope  has  been  realized  which  was  enter- 
tained,  that  these  deficiencies  would  b  Dowiae  in- 
terrupt the  steady  operation  of  the  discharge  of  tlia 
public  debt  by  thig  annnal  tea  milliona  devoted  to 
that  oltject  by  the  act  of  Sd  Haroh,  1817. 

The  amotint  of  duties  secured  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  the  oommeDcement  of  thei  year  until 
the  30th  of  September  last,  t*  twenty-one  nuliiotis  two 
hundred  and  twenty-aii  tiioasand,  and  the  probable 
amount  of  that  which  will  be  secured  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  is  five  milHoos  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-four  thoosand  dollan ;  forming  a  sum 
total  of  twenty-seven  millions.  With  theallowancea 
for  drawbaoks  and  contingent  deBclendes  whidt 
may  occur,  thourit  not  ntedflcaliy  ft>reeeeii,we  may 
safely  estimate  the  receipts  of  the  etMolng  year  at 
twemy-two mUlions  tbreehandred thousand dollarsi 
a  revenue  for  the  next  equal  to  the  expenditure  of. 
the  present  year. 

The  deep  solidtnde  fdt  bj  our  citlseiu  of  all 
olasaea  Ihrougfaout  tbe  Union  for  the  total  discharge 
of  the  publie  debt,  will  apologiia  for  the  earnestness 
with  which  1  deem  It  my  duty  to  urge  this  tofde 
apon  tbe  condderaUon  of  Congress;  of  recommend- 
ing to  them  agun  the  observance  of  the  strictest 
economy  In  the  application  of  tbe  public  fbnds. 
The  de[aeadoD  upon  tbe  receipts  of  tbe  revenue 
which  had  eommienced  with  the  year  IS26,  eootin- 
ued  with  toereased  aeverity  during  the  two  first 
quarters  of  tbe  ptesent  year.  The  returning  tide 
began  to  Sow  with  the  third  quarter,  and  so  fkr  aa 
we  can  judge  ttma  eiperieuoe,  may  be  expected  to 
continue  through  the  couise  of  the  ensuing  year. 
In  the  mean  time,  an  alleviation  fh>m  the  burden  of 
the  public  debt  will  in  three  years  have  been  eifect- 
ed  to  the  amount  of  neariy  sixteen  milliona,  and 
tbe  charge  of  annual  Interest  will  have  been  reduced 
upwards  of  one  million.  But  among  the  maxims  of 
political  economy  which  tbe  stewards  of  the  public 
moneys  should  never  aulfer  without  urgent  neces- 
sity to  be  trsnsceoAed,  is  that  of  Icee^ng  the  expei^ 
ditnres  of  the  year  within  the  limits  of  na  receipt*. 
The  appropriations  of  the  two  hut  years,  including 
the  yeaiOy  ten  millions  of  the  sinking  fund,  have 
each  equalled  the  promised  revenue  of  the  ensuing 
year.  While  we  foresee  with  confidence,  tbut  the 
public  coffers  will  be  replenished  from  the  receipts, 
as  fast  as  they  will  be  drained  by  the  expsnditares, 
equal  in  amount  to  tboee  of  the  current  year,  it 
should  not  be  fotsotten  that  they  could  111  suffer 
the  exhaustion  of  ntrger  disboraementa. 

The  condition  of  tbe  army,  and  of  d  the  brandies 
of  the  publio  service  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Secretan  of  War,  will  be  seen  by  tbe  report 
from  that  officer,  and  Il»  dooumanta  with  wbicn  it 
is  aeoompanled. 

;.Cooal[- 
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.  Daring  Ifaa  oovm  or  the  lut  mmmar,  a  dotacb- 
Bent  of  IbtutnybMbeeaiMfiilljuid  niGCMsfuIlr 
called  to  perfbim  Ihelt  iqipropriate  duttea.  At  the 
uoinent  wheo  the  eouiniMlocMta  appi^tcd  for  «u- 
■Ting  Into  eseontioii  eeitaio  proTUani  of  the  traalj 
of  AufUt  lath,  ISU,  with  varioiu  tribes  of  the 
ttorth-weetern  Indiatia,  were  about  to  arriie  at  the 
mKHnlad  fltee  «f  meeting,  the  lUipniToked  marder 
ot  aerwal  ^(iMsa,  and  oUier  acta  of  onequiTocal 
bMtilitf,  eoaunltled  hj  a  puljr  of  the  Wintiebaga 
tribe,  one  of  Iboaa  anociated  in  the  treaty,  ftdlowed 
bj  indication*  of  •  menacing  chaTacler,  among  other 
IribM  <^  the  nm«  re^oo,  rendertd  necenarj  an  tm- 
medlats  tiipla;  <tf  the  deEsnatve  and  protective  force 
of  the  Union  in  that  qoarter.  It  waa  aocor^nglj 
exhibited  hj  the  immediate  and  conwrled  move- 
mentaof  the  GoTemon  of  tlw  State  oflUini^  and 
of  the  Tertitor  J  of  Hichigan,  and  competent  leTiea 
of  miGlia  utder  their  authorilj,  with  a  coipa  of  leTcn 
hundred  men  (j  Cniled  Btate*  troope  wider  the 
command  of  Qeneral  Atklnaon,  who,  at  the  call  of 
Goremor  Caai,  immediately  repaired  to  the  aoeoe  of 
danger  from  tli^  itation  at  Si  Louie.  Tbnr  pcet- 
once  ditpeiled  the  alanna  of  our  fellow  citiMnt  on 
thoMi  borden,  and  overawed  the  hoilile  purpneea  of 
the  Indiana.  The  perpetiatot*  of  the  murden  were 
■urrendered  to  the  anthority  and  operaUon  of  our 
laws ;  uid  everj  appearanco  of  purpoeed  hoalliltj 
from  thoH  Indian  tribea  baa  eabaided. 

Although  the  preeent  orsaniiatlon  of  the  army, 
and  the  adnunistraUon  of  Itf  rarioua  brancbee  of 
•entice,  ate,  apoo  the  whole,  aatisfactory,  the;  are 
yet  tuMMptlble  of  much  improTcment  in  particalare, 
•ome  of  which  have  been  heretofore  aubinltted  to 
the  coDiideration  of  Copgreaa,  and  others  are  now 
fint  preientcd  in  the  report  of  tlw  Secretary  of  War. 

The  expediency  of  pToridlog  for  additional  nnm- 
ben  of  oAeers  in  the  two  corpa  of  engineer*  will,  in 
acme  dwree,  de)MDd  npon  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  ^ecta  of  national  importance  upon  which 
CongreH  may  think  it  proper  that  aurveys  thould 
b«  made,  conformably  to  the  act  of  the  SOth  irf 
April,  1B24.  Of  the  iorreyi  which,  before  the  lait 
feerion  of  Congrcaa,  had  been  madJe  under  tlie  au- 
thority of  that  act,  report*  were  made : 

I.  Of  the  Board  of  Internal  Im[RiiTement,  on  the 
Cbeeapeake  and  Ohio  CanaL 

a.  On  the  continuance  of  the  National  Jtoad  from 
Cnmberlaod  to  the  tide  water*  within  the  Diatriot  of 
Cidilmbia. 

8.  On  the  eontinnation  of  the  National  Koad  fMm 
Chuton  to  Zaneaville. 

4.  On  the  loeatloD  of  Ibe  Kational  Boad  from 
Zaneavitle  to  Columbua. 

5.  On  the  continuation  of  the  aame  load  to  the 
*eat  of  Oo*emmeut  Id  Hi«oari. 

A.  On  a  Foat  Boad  from  Baltimore  to  PhCadel- 
phia. 

7.  Of  a  nnrey  of  KennebeoBlTcr,  ^part.) 

B.  On  a  National  Boad  from  Waahiugton  to  Buf- 
Iklo. 

9. 

10.  On  a 
IQadirippi  BiTcr. 

II.  On  enrrey*  at  Edgartown,  NevbnrypMt, and 
Hyanni*  harbor. 

IS.  Onmrreyof  LaFlalaano«Bay,lQtbe  Terrfr 
tory  of  UichlgMU 

And  report*  are  now  prepared,  and  wHI  be  auh- 
netted  to  Congreaa: 

On  Bur*e7*  of  the  Priinwla  of  Florida, 


Ihe  praetieability  of  ■  oanal  to  eoBneet  the 
•  of  the  Atlaatie  with  Ihe  Gulf  of  Moaieo, 


Tiew  of  eoniMcting  them  together  by  a 

On  nrreyi  of  a  route  for  a  oanal  to  ooan^ct  (b* 
water*  of  Jame*  and  Great  Kaahawa  Rirera; 

On  the  rarrey  of  the  Swaah  in  Pamlico  Boand,  and 
that  of  Cape  Ftar,  below  the  town  of  Wilmiagtaa, 
inHorth  CaroUoa; 

On  the  anrrey  of  the  K nade  Bhoal^  in  the  T«ft- 
naawe  Hiver,  and  for  a  route  far  a  oontemplated 
oonunaDlcatlon  between  the  BiwaMee  and  Coaaa 
Rlrei*,  hi  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Other  teporta  of  aurre  ja,  upon  otgeola  p(^t*d  ■■! 
by  tb*  eereral  aot*  of  Congrem,  of  the  lut  and  pre- 
ceding teeriona,  are  In  the  pragieM  of  prepaiatleai, 
and  moat  of  them  may  be  completed  bcfor*  tb* 
ctoaeoflhitioMioii.  AH  tbe  officer*  of  both  ooni 
of  tngiiMeim,  with  *eTMal  other  pereooa  dnl;  qnaS- 
fled,  hare  been  coDBtantly  employed  ^oa  theae  Mr- 
vice*,  from  the  paange  rf  Ihe  aet  of  30lh  .^ril, 
1834,t«ihi*time.  Were  no  other  adraotageUM- 
crtu  to  the  country  from  their  labor*  than  tbe  fkad 
ot  topognphical  knowledge  wUah  they  have  eat 
lected  and  eommunieated,  that  alone  wotUd  hm 
been  a  profit  to  Ibe  Cnion  mare  than  «**Tn<T  to 
all  the  expenditore*  which  have  bacn  deroted  t«  tha 
ot{|eot ;  but  the  appropriationa  for  the  repair  and 
continuation  of  tbe  Cumberland  road,  for  the  ca»- 
*tniction  of  Tariona  other  loada,  for  tike  MMttvri  e( 
obatrootiona  from  th*  rireia  end  baibota,  Ibr  lb* 
erection  of  li^t-bouaei,  beacooa,  piera,  and  bnim 
and  for  the  eompletion  of  eanala,  nnderMken  by  W 
diridual  aaaoclatiDni,  but  needing  the  a~  '  ' 


dividual  eoterpris*  can  command,  may  be  copaidercd 
rather  ai  treaaarea  laid  up  from  the  contribntioDa  af 
tbe  preeent  age,  for  the  benefit  of  postarit  j,  than  aa 
nu^iUted  a[^iieations  of  Ihe  accruing  lerennaa 
of  the  nation-.  To  lucb  otyect*  of  pennaoent  m- 
proToment  to  the  condition  of  the  coimtrT,  of  real 
addition  to  tbe  wealth  as  well  aa  to  the  coaafbit  of 
the  people  by  wboe*  aatbority  and  reeoureea  thay 
have  been  eflected,  from  three  to  four  fniUioia  of 
the  ennnal  income  of  the  nalbm  bave,  by  kwa 
enacted  at  Uko  three  moat  receni  aeaaiona  ot  Con- 
grea*,  been  appUed  wiihont  Intrenching  npon  the 
BBceMitie*  of  Uie  Treaauiy ;  withool  adding  >  dot- 
taxe*  or  debta  of  tbe  community,  witbovt 


m  three  yean,  haTe  been  dimhdahed  b;  the 


plioable  to  the  approprlationa  made  for 

npon  tbe  ooaat*  and  harbor*  of  Ihe  Ui     .  . , 

for  the  maintenance  of  the  WUtary  Ao«de«i]r  at 
Wc*t  Point,  and  Ibr  the  fnrion*  otgcet*  andMr  Ih* 
•uperintcBdenoe  of  the  Department  of  d>e  Nnvy. 


report  of  the  Secntary  of  tbe  NaTj,  and  (hoa* 
.  _  >  the  «abortfoate  branchaa  of  both  the  MDiiary 
Department^  exhibit  to  Congrem^  in  minute  detail 
the  preient  conation  of  the  pvblio  «*t*hlirfnnewti 
dependent  upon  tben;  iheeiecBtiODOf  the  a«to<f 
Coi^'***  relating  to  Iham:  andlhoiiewaof  tbaot 
&oen  engaged  in  the  aereral  branch**  of  the  *Mwia^ 
eonaemliw  Ihe  tmnoreBMnle  which  may  lead  l» 
tb^  perfiwtion.  Tb*  tortHteHlon*  of  Ae  eoM»% 
and  the  gradual  beraaae  and  ImpnTvneiM  «f  th* 
Havj,  ate  part*  ota  gnat  ^iloa  o(  MtiOBil  dafcaca^ 
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wUdi  lua  beaa  ntHnrd*  of  ten  yean  in  pngitm, 
•nd  which  for  »  seriM  of  jcan  to  cone,  will  con- 
tino*  to  (Urn  dM  conMuit  wid  pcnrrciing  itHrtco- 
tioB  and  MperiBlendeDM  of  the  tegiiistiTe  anilior- 
Hj,  AmoDg  tlia  KwuorM  widch  1ut«  caunat«d 
fhnn  Umw  pclnc^ttas,  tiw  Ml  of  tlie  kat  bmhIod  of 


<)>pl<o 


le  colleetion  of  timber 


for  tka  flttm  oonatractkia  of  TeMala  of 

presn  ration  Mid  reproduotloo  of  tb«  ■ptdei  of  tim- 

Int  peooiSariT  adapted' to  that  ponMMa  ~  '*"  — 


■tnMtion  of  drj  d««b  for  the  ni 


leNavy;  (he 


jBid<  lor  the  pTMerration  of  tbo  publi_  ,  .  ^  _  _, 
4qwidtedlntAeBi;  have  all  reoelredftom  tbo  £k- 
ccotiia  iha  attanUon  leqiured  b;  that  act,  and  will 
continna  to  recdre  It,  iteadlij  proceeding  toward! 
the  eieontion  of  all  Ita  jrarpoM*.  The  eatabliihmeiit 
of  aNaTal^eademT.fumtabine  the  means  of  theo- 
i«tle  inatnetfon  to  the  jontht  who  devote  their 
IlTee  to  tho  MrviM  of  their  coontrj  npoa  the  ocean, 
MQl  BOlieitt  the  eanction  of  the  Leglilatnra.  Prac- 
tical ■eamanahlp,  and  the  art  of  navigation,  maj  be 
■cqured  opon  the  ctmiae*  of  the  eqiwdronB,  which, 
fh)TB  time  to  time,  are  deapatebed  ' 


le  officers  of  other  mai~  , 
UnM  natiOM ;  the  knowledge  of  the  lawi,  mutiiclpal , 
and  Dattanal,  which,  inthnrintereoarsewlth  foreign 
States  and  their  tJcnemments,  are  continuallv  called 
into  operation ;  and  above  aD,  that  acqualotance 
with  the  nindple*  of  honor  and  Josttoe ;  with  the 
bitter  oMigMioM  of  monds,  and  of  nnenl  laws, 
bnDMB  and  dlrine,  whioh  constitute  the  great  dis- 
tinetioD  between  the  warrior  patriot,  and  the  licensed 
robberand  i^rate  I  these  can  be  systematically  tsugbt 
Mtd  endnenllj  aeqaired  only  hi  a  permanent  tchooi, 
•tatiooed  npon  the  ahore,  and  provided  with  the 
teacheii,  the  instramenta,  and  the  l>o<Aa  convenaot 
wilhandadqMed  to  theeonunonioetioaof  the  prin- 
oiples  of  tbeee  respMtivo  sciences  to  the  youthful 
aad  inqolnng  mind. 

The  report  iVom  the  Foitmaster  General  eihibits 
tbe  condiUon  of  that  Department  aa  highly  sitisifac- 
lory  tot  the  present,  and  still  more  prolong  for  the 
future.  Its  receipts  for  the  year  eniUnx  the  Srat  of 
July  lift,  amounted  to  OACtnilUon  four  hundred  and 
B«venty-tbree  thoosand  five  fanadred  and  flfty-ooe 
doOara,  and  exceeded  iu  etpcnditures  by  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thousand  ddlars.  It  cannot  be  an 
ovef4ingBine  estimate  to  predict  that,  in  len  tiion 
ten  Tean,  of  which  oneself  have  elapsed,  ibc  re- 
ceipta  will  have  been  nioie  than  dontdcd.  In  the 
mean  time  a  tedMcd  expenditDre  npon  cataUished 
routea  baa  kept  pace  with  inoretaed  bcilmea  of  pub- 
Bo  accommodation,  and  additional  scrricea  have 
been  obtained  at  ndoced  rates  of  compensation. 
Wtbhi  the  last  year  the  tnuisportatiaa  of  the  nail 
in  stagra  has  been  greatly  augmented.  The  num- 
ber of  poat  offiosB  has  been  increased  to  seven  ttiou- 
aand;  and  It  nay  be  anticipated  that,  while  the 
fiuJlitiea  of  internnntt  between  leDow  citizens,  in 
perioB  or  by  corrsapondenoe,  win  soon  be  carried 
to  the  door  of  every  TiB^er  in  the  Union,  a  yearly 
■mplna  of  teveatM  win  accrae,  lAich  may  be  apfJied 
•a  the  wisdom  of  Capgrass,  nnder  the  exercise  of 
tludi  constitntionBl  powers,  may  devise  for  the  fur- 
.t. i.i!_i. __j  , ij  ^  ^1^  publio. 


road*,  or  by  adding  still  ftirtber  to  the  foeSities  in 
Ike  traoapmtation  of  the  mails.  Of  die  IndicatioM 
of  the  proqietous  condition  of  oi 


mnlUplying  relaliooa  of  p< 


bytti 


between  the  clIizeDa  of  the  Union  dwelling 
at  the  remotest  distances  from  each  other. 

Among  the  aubjecta  which  have  heretofore  ocoti- 
jned  the  eameat  soUdtude  and  attention  of  Congress, 
is  the  management  and  disposal  of  that  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  Kation  which  consista  of  the 
pnblic  lands.  The  acquisiUmi  of  them,  made  at  the 
expenaa  of  the  whole  Uidan,  not  only  In  treasure 
but  In  blood,  tatrkM  a  right  of  property  in  then 
equally  extensive.  By  tbe  report  and  stateoienta 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  now  commnnicated, 
it  appean,  that,  nnder  the  present  Government  of 
the  tfnlted  Btates,  a  sum  little  short  of  83.000,000 
dollars,  has  been  paid  from  the  common  Treasury, 
for  that  portion  of  ^ia  property  which  has  bean 
purchased  from  France  and  ^win,  and  fbr  the  ex* 
thiction  of  the  aboriginal  titles.  The  amount  of 
lauds  acquired  is  near  two  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
hona  of  acres,  of  whicb,  on  the  flrat  of  January, 
ISiB,  about  one  bnodred  and  thirty-nine  miUiona 
of  acres  hod  been  snrveyed,  and  a  httle  more  than 
nineteen  miUioaa  of  acres  had  been  sold.  Tha 
emouot  pud  into  the  Treasury  by  the  purehasera 
of  the  lands  sold  is  not  yet  equal  to  the  som  pud 
for  the  whole,  but  leaves  a  small  balance  to  he  le- 
funded ;  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  have 
long  been  pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  Nation ; 
a  pledge  from  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  that 
they  will  In  a  very  few  years  be  redeemed.  The 
system  npon  which  this  great  National  interest  baa 
been  ennged,  was  the  result  of  long,  tniioua,  and 
peisevonng  deliberation ;  matured  and  modified  by 
the  progress  of  our  popnlation  and  the  lessons  of 
experience.  It  has  been  hitherto  emlnentiy  success- 
ful. Mora  than  ninc-lentha  of  tbe  lands  Mill  remain 
the  common  property  of  the  Union,  the  approprii^ 
lion  and  disposal  of  which  are  sacred  trusts  In  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Of  the  lands  sold,  a  considera- 
ble port  were  conveyed  under  extended  credlta, 
which.  In  the  vtciosiLudes  and  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  lands,  and  of  tiielr  produce,  beoma  op- 
presidvely  burdensome  to  the  purebaMTs.  It  can 
never  be  the  Interest  or  tiie  policy  of  the  Nation  (o 
wring  trom  its  own  dtitena  the  reasonable  profila 
of  their  industry  and  enterprise,  by  holding  them 
to  the  rigorous  import  of  disastrous  engaftementa. 
In  Maroh,  1621,  a  debt  of  twenty-two  millloaa  of 
dollars,  due  by  purchasers  of  the  publio  lands,  had 
accaffluUt«l,  wluch  they  were  nnable  to  pay.  An 
act  of  Congrcsl,  of  the  !d  of  March,  1821,  came  to 
their  relief  and  has  been  succeeded  bv  others;  the 
latest  being  the  act  of  the  4th  of  Hay,  lB3e,  die 
indulgent  proTiriong  of  which  expired  on  the  4tli 
of  July  last.  Tbe  eOect  of  these  laws  has  been  to 
reduce  the  debt  from  the  purchiMrs,  to  a  remain- 
ing  balance  of  about  four  millions  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due ;  more  than  three-fifths  of 
which  are  for  bnds  within  the  State  of  Alabama. 
I  recommend  to  Congress  the  revival  and  continu- 
ance for  a  further  term,  of  the  beneficent  accommo- 
dationa  to  the  publio  debtors,  of  that  statute,  and 
submit  to  their  conaideralion,  In  the  same  spirit  of 
equity,  the  remission,  UDder  proper  discriminations, 
of  the  forfeitures  of  partial  payments  on  account  of 
purchases  of  the  pnblic  lands,  ao  fiw  at  to  allow  oC 
their  application  to  other  paymanli. 
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rMomnicDiM  to  the  conaidention  of  CoDgran,  u 
weU  b;  my  pradeoeiMn,  u,  tmder  tbe  imprcMlon 
of  tbo  dntlei  deTolrinc  npon  me,  hj  mjmlt. 
Among  these  are  the  debt,  nther  of  jiutiee  than 
^ntltude,  to  the  BDrrivlng  warrion  of  the  Rerolu- 
tiooarr  Wm ;  the  extemioD  of  the  Judicial  Admiu- 
(■tratiOQ  of  the  Federal  OoTcnunent  to  tboae  eilen- 
■Ire  and  important  membera  of  the  Union,  wbicb, 
baring  risen  into  eiiatence  since  the  orgactntion 
of  1^  preaent  JodicUirj  establiahment,  no«  cooaU- 
lut«  at  leiBt  one-third  of  ita  territory,  power,  and 
population ;  the  formation  of  a  more  eflccllTe  and 
Dnirorm  ayBtem  for  (he  goTemment  of  the  Uilitia, 
and  the  amelioration,  iu  aome  fbrm  or  modification, 
of  the  diverged  and  often  oppresaiire  code  reltttlag 
to  InaolTency.     Amidat  the  multiplicltj  of  toptca  of 

Seat  national  concernment  which  maj  recommend 
emeelvei  to  the  calm  and  patriotic  deliberation* 
of  the  Legislature,  it  may  luSce  to  aaj,  thai  on 
Ibese  and  all  other  meaanrea  which  may  receiTO 
Wldr  sanction,  my  hearty  co-oper«Uoll  will  be 
given,  conformably  to  the  duties  enjt^ned  upon  me, 
and  under  the  sense  of  all  the  obligations  presciibed 
by  the  conatitution. 

JOHN  QUINCr  ADAJia 
Wathiai/tm,  Dtetnihrr  i,  1827. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bbu,  it  was  ordered  that 
three  tliousond  copioa  of  the  Message,  and  one 
thoouuid  five  hundrod  copies  of  the  docnmenta 
kocompanyiiig  it,  be  printed  for  Hm  nse  of  the 

Senate. 


UomiAT,  Doccmber  10. 

The  Annnal  Eeport  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Troaanry  wft»  oommnnicated  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  1,600  oopiei  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Election  pf  SejiaU  Qgieert. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
ita  officers  for  ttie  present  Congress,  when  the 
following  indiTidoals  were  declared  to  be  elect- 
ed, and  took  the  oaths  of  their  respectiTe  of- 
fices: 

TViLTM  LowHis,  Secretary. 

UovNiJOT  Batlt,  Sergeant-ot-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper. 

Hkmrt  TwMj  Assistant  Doorteeper, 

This  being  the  duy  appointed  fur  the  election 
of  the  Standing  Comnuttees,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  the  cbturman  and  mem- 
bers of  each  in  rotation,  and  elected  eight  oom- 
mitteeB. 

TDnsAT,  December  11, 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  there- 
midnder  of  the  Standing  Committees,  and  made 
fbe  q)pointinents  required. 

Fktoat,  Deoember  14. 

Indemntjealion  to  Fortiffiur*. 

Vi.  EbiiTH,  of  llaijland,  preseoteg  the  peti- 


tion of  Robert  Hall,  a  ml^Ject  of  Great  Britain, 
praying  for  farther  indemnification  toe  the  de- 
atmction  of  the  ship  Union ;  wtuch  was  read, 
and,  on  the  qnestion,  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  tat  Cleim»— 

Mr.  Eatoit  aaid,  that  he  waa  opposed  to  the 
reference  of  *  petition  ot  Hum  deBcrq>tioii,  on 
the  RTonnd  thai  the  qneatioo  inT<dyed  in  it, 
could  be  settled  otherwise ;  and  that  Coimesi 
wai  aiMembled  to  transact  the  bnaiue^  ca  the 
citiiena  of  thia  coontry,  and  not  that  of  for- 
eigners. If  the  Secretary  of  State  could  not 
settle  the  qnestioD,  he  did  not  see  how  Coo- 
greaa  conld  do  it,  consistentlj  with  the  princi- 
plea  by  which  it  was  generany  gOTeraed.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  reference  wonld  not  be 

Mr.  SnTE,  of  Maryland,  remarked  Hut  this 
wu  a  case  ont  of  the  scope  of  the  general  rale 
to  which  the  ^ntlemon  from  Tennessee  allud- 
ed. The  petition  and  papers  had  been  recmved 
and  referred  by  the  other  House.  Th«  veaad 
mentioned,  in  the  petition  had  been  sdzed,  and 
the  cargo  forfdteo,  on  the  day  after  the  peace. 
And  in  awarding  the  indemnification  at  a  f«r- 
mer  period,  {nstead  of  obtaining  the  invoice  of 
the  cargo  taken  in  at  Sumatra,  after  learing 
Calcutta,  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  taken  in  at 
Calcutta  had  been  resorted  to.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  an  indemnification  was  award- 
ed to  the  potitiooer  for  less  in  value  than  the 
loss  which  he  really  snatoined.  Congress  waa 
now  asked  to  rectify  thia  injary,  growing  en- 
trely  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he  hoped  no  obetnio- 
tion  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  snch  aa 
object. 

Hr.  Eatvx  observed,  that  he  sew  soma  force 
in  the  objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  The  petition  was  presented  by  a 
British  subject.  That  waa  not  denied.  And  to 
him  It  i^penred  cletu*,  that  it  onght  to  be  pre- 
sented officially  to  ConKress ;  therefore,  it 
seemed  out  of  order  for  him  to  petition  this 
body.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said, 
that  this  was  a  case  peculiarly  fitted  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  becaose  it  had  once  before 
been  passed  upon  by  Congress ;  hence  he  ar- 
gued tliat  it  ought  to  be  considered  again.  It, 
as  was  stated,  jnstice  required  that  this  matttf 
should  be  investigated,  there  waa,  no  doubt,  a 
way  in  which  it  might  be  done.  For  instance, 
any  member  might  present  a  reeolution  to  that 
effect;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
was  acquunted  with  the  merits  of  the  case — as 
he,  Mr.  H.,  conld  not  possibly  be — a  resolntioa 
from  him,  that  the  Committee  of  Finance  in- 
quire into  the  merita  of  the  claim,  would,  aa  be 
apprehended,  arrive  at  the  desired  residL 
Tnere  were  but  two  ways  in  which  the  matter 
eonld  be  properly  settied — either  that  ttte  claim 
should  come  through  the  British  Minister,  or 
.ahoold  be  settled  by  a  reaoliitioa  anthoriiiBg 
ita  investigation  by  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  BanoiT  was  convinced  that  the  dtiieo* 
of  other  ooimtrieahad  no  right  to  petition  Oon- 
gresa  for  the  a^ostment  of  their  duma,    for, 
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he  oontended,  that  while  onr  citizenB  had  not 
these         ....-.-. 


trj.  It  wu  partial  and  oneqaal.  The  right 
was  aecared  in  the  oonstitntioo,  to  oor  cicizena, 
to  petition  Oongress,  and  it  was  an  infringe- 
ment npoa  that  right  to  permit  foreignera  to 
do  10.  If  sach  a  privilege  were  onoe  accorded, 
liere  would  be  do  posaibility  of  measuring  the 
inconveniences  which  woold  arise  froro  it.  The 
abnse  of  snch  a  privil^e  wonld  Berioosly  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  onr  own  citizens.  He 
was  aware  of  an  instance  in  which  a  Frenchman 
had  introdaced  a  petition  in  the  other  Hoose, 
whiob  no  Americsii  citizen  wonld  have  intro- 
daced— and  he,  Mr.  B.,  having  then  reflected 
mooh  apoQ  the  effect  of  anoh  a  practice, 
■ "  "  "  mnclosion  that  no  fweif "  ' ' 

1  to  petition  Oongreaa ; 

t  to  do  it,  and  that  it  v 


be  B9tahlished ;  and  that,  hereafter,  foreign- 
ers wonld  be  restricted  to  applications  made 
tJirocgh  their  respective  Ministers.  On  these 
grounds  he  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  the 
petition. 

Ur.  Macoti  said  that,  as  it  appeared  desirable 
that  the  petition  shonid  be  examined  into^  in 
order  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  not  an  im- 
proper petition,  he  shonid  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table.  He  did  not  intend  h;  this  course  to 
kill  it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  coold 
etdl  it  up  at  any  time. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HoKDAY,  December  17. 
Shorten  to  th«  Senate. 

The  following  resolution  mbmitted  by  Ur. 
Ea^ibon,  on  Friday,  was  taken  np. 

Retotvtd,  Thst  the  Secretary,  under  the  direction 
of  tlie  FreddBnt  of  the  Benate,  caose  eeats  to  be 
prepared  npon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
the  accommodathm  of  (h«  Beporten  of  the  promed- 
Inga  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAimsoir  remarked  that,  for  introdao- 
ing  this  proposition,  he  had  hat  one  reason. 
It  was,  that  the  seats,  now  occupied  by  the  Re- 
pmters,  were  so  situated  thst  it  was  impossible 
«>r  tiiem  to  hear  those  Senators  who  were  out 
of  their  view.  He  knew  that  the  difficulties 
thOT  now  labored  nnder  were  very  great;  for 
be  himself  bad  been  made  to  say  things  that 
he  had  never  conceived,  which  he  readily  be- 
lieved arose  from  the  impossibility  that  the  Re- 
porters conid  catch  distinctly  what  passed  in 
the  body  of  the  Senate.  It  must  be  perfectly 
obrions  to  ail,  that,  as  the  seats  of  the  Senators 
were  now  arranged,  tliis  difflcnlty  mnst  exist. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  experienced  any 
inconvenience  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
aeata  were  formerly  arranged,  bnt  this  was 
a  serions  evil,  arising  out  of  the  recent  diange, 
which  he  wished  to  see  removed.  If  Uie 
people  wer«    iatereated    ia    knowing  what 


passed  in  the  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that 
it  shonid  be  reported,  it  was  highly  desirable 
that  it  shonid  be  correctly  reported. 

Mr.  JoHMsos,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ; 
and  was  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  now  ex- 
perienced by  the  Reporters.  He  had  seen  some 
of  the  effects  of  the  difficulty  they  bad  in  hear- 
ing— as  bis  friend  from  Missouri  had  been  re- 
ported, in  one  of  the  papers,  to  have  introduced 
a  bill  for  a  still  fnrther  reduction  of  our  little 
army  of  6,000  men,  when,  in  reality,  he  had 
only  bronght  in  a  bill  to  explain  a  previons  act, 
making  that  reduction ;  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  inl«rests 
seemed  likely  to  bo  affected.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Reporters,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  give  the  procoedinm  more  correcUy 
than  they  did ;  and  he  hopM  they  would  be 
BO  placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  th^  dn- 
ties  more  satisfactorily. 

The  Chair  otiserved,  that  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Chandlbs,)  that 
the  floor  wonld  not  be  the  most  eligible  utna- 
tion,  would  be  answered  by  striking  ont  the 
words  "  on  the  floor  of  the  Benato  Ohambw," 
which  wonld  leave  the  location  of  the  seats  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  and  Secretary. 

Mr.  Harkibon  expreeaed  his  acquiescence  in 
the  snggestion. 

The  resolution,  as  mo^fied,  was  adopted. 


TmanAT,  December  18. 
&h4>ol  landi  in  Indiana, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  hill  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  to  the  use  of  schools  in  that 
State,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Bairon  disapproved  of  the  practice, 
which  seemed  to  bo  gradually  becoming  gene- 
ral, for  States  to  sell  out  the  lands  appropriated 
for  specific  objects,  although  he  allowed  that, 
in  the  present  case,  the  quantity  of  land  was 
small.  The  practice,  he  believed,  had  been 
commenced  by  Ohio ;  but  Ohio  was  differentiy 
sitnatcd  from  the  other  western  States.  In 
the  year  1802,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  Into 
the  Union,  she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause 
in  the  compact,  in  relation  to  reserves  of  land 
for  schools,  which  vested  the  S6th  section  in 
the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  'passed  in 
Congress,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in 
the  Legislature,  and,  consequently,  cave  it  a 
ri^ht  to  sell  them.  He  supposed  that  Ohio 
might  have  sold  these  lands,  without  applying 
to  the  United  States.  Bnt  it  was  not  so  with 
the  other  States.  They  had  not  objected  to 
the  manser  in  which  the  lands  had  been  appro- 
priated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  alt  the  townships  mnst  be  consulted, 
and  give  their  consent,  before  the  lands  could 
be  disposed  of.  A  glance  at  the  geographical 
map  of  those  States  would  convince  tiie  Senate 
Uiat  no  satisfnotory  meaBore  conld  be  taken  on 
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it  would  be  p«roeiv«d,  ««n  not  now  inbkUl 
>t  alL  Hia  otgeotioii,  therefore,  wu,  that  it 
wu  impowibla  ror  the  wle  to  be  nude  &iri7  in 
telation  to  the  meet  of  tboee  townahlM  whkb 
were  «t  present  merely  nominsL  If  Ute  Le^ 
Istnre  ironld  provide  agtUoat  any  ftatnre  diffl- 
eolties  ariMng  out  of  the  Mle,  there  might  be 
no  impropriet;-  in  psMing  the  bill ;  and  if  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  trust  the  Legislatiire,  eo 
be  it.  He  had,  however,  been  informed  by  the 
member  ^m  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  waa 
formerly  passed  in  Congress,  for  the  same  pnr- 
poee,  in  relation  to  that  Btoto,  all  the  townihips 
bad  not  been  wUUug  to  aooede  to  the  disposal 
of  the  lands. 

Hr.  NoBU  said  that  he  should  regret  if  the 
Senate  withheld  from  the  Btste  of  In^ana  that 
which  tbey  hitd  mnted  to  the  State*  of  Ohio 
and  Alabuna.  That  the  Le^alntnre  of  Indi- 
ana had,  by  their  resolntion,  instructed  him, 
with  other*,  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  their  attention  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  April  IS,  1816,  in  relation  to  thb 
School  Lands  m  question,  they  will  find  that 
the  section  nnmt>OTed  sixteen,  In  every  town- 
ship, and,  when  each  section  had  l>een  Mild, 
other  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  district  for  the  ose  of 
Schools.    The  fact  of  fbe  Legialatnre  applying 


the  informatjon  la  derived  from  the  members  of 
theL^alatnre.  The  bill  is  enfficieutl^  goarded. 
The  power  to  sell  the  lands,  and  to  mvest  the 
money  in  some  productive  fUnd,  which  is  to  t>e 
applied  for  the  oae  of  Schools  in  the  townships, 
solely,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  can  never  be 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township.  Ur.  N.  sud  he  thought  the 
gentleman,  from  Missoori  might  be  mistaken — 
that  he  was  well  aware  tliat  the  L^^lature 
wonld  never  sell  the  land  in  townships  inhab- 
ited, or  partially  so ;  their  otject  would  be, 
when  they  broaght  it  into  market,  to  obt^n 
the  best  price  possible,  and  never  to  sell  it  for 
the  minimnm  price ;  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
fnnd  becoming  productive,  so  would  education 
fionrish.  The  reason  to  him  was  clear.  To 
s^  the  land  as  wild  lands,  for  less  than  the 
minimnm  price,  would  be  folly  ;  and  to  offer  it 
for  sale  in  a  township  nninhahited,  could  not 
Im  expected,  because  the  competition  wonld  be 
too  great,  as  the  section  of  limd  wonld  be  anr- 
rounded  by  lands  annerior  in  quality,  belonsmg 
to  Government,  ana  always  in  market  The 
sole  object  of  the  Legislature  wonld  be  to  pro- 
tect the  fond  for  the  beneSt  of  the  inhabitanta 
of  the  several  townships  by  the  consent  of  each, 
and  to  sell  only  in  the  ^rtiona  of  the  eonntry 
that  was  strongly  inhabited.  It  has  happened 
that,  in  some  instanoea,  those  who  have  leased 
the  school  lands,  have  rendered  them  nnpro- 
ductive,  instead  of  productive,  by  cutting  and 
di^osing  of  the  tiinber,  selling  and  disposing 


oT  the  Bbme.  There  had  be«a  inatuieei  thit 
acho(d  lands  were  the  place  of  reaortfiv  timber 
and  sttHie,  by  thoee  who  had  no  kue. 

The  bill  WM  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  ior  a 
tbiid  reading. 

TrnvwaoAV,  Deoonber  SO. 
Tht  PHblie  Land*. 

Ur.  HnmuoKS  anbmitted  the  fiJlowing  rw- 
otaljon: 

AuoIm^  That  the  Committee  en  the  Poblie  iMtIi 
be  Inatmetcd  to  Inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of  ee^ 
Ing  and  reUnqidddDg,  hi  AiIl  pnmer^,  (he  pnbBs 
lands,  within  the  Umlu  of  the  ne«&Utea,to  the  kt- 
enJ  SuiM  hi  whtsh  they  lie. 

Ur.  HiNt^ton  aaid,  that,  in  offering  thia  rea- 
dntion,  it  was,  perhapa,  proMr  fbr  bim  to  mak* 
a  few  remariu.  It  wonld  be  remdleotad  tbi^ 
at  the  last  session,  in  the  tona  of  aa  ammd 
ment  to  the  tnll  proposincto  gradaat«tlie  priea 
of  the  pnblio  lands,  be  nad  ofibred  the  aaaa 
proposition,  though  in  another  form.  "Dm 
propoattion  of  last  MeaioB  was  om  to  wbi«li 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  htat  way 
much  directed.  It  waa  oonaiderad  a  mml 
proposition,  a  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that,  br  many  accnstomed  to  look  to  the  p>nb- 
lie  lands  as  a  source  of  revuine,  more  impet^ 
tant  than  they  ever  yet  have  been,  o  " 
hereafter  to  hOjit  waa  deemed  an  ui 
proposition.  The  biU  and  the  i 
were  laid  upon  the  taUe^  having  reomved  a 
very  partial  examination,  utd,  for  want  of  time, 
were  permitted  there  to  rest,  withovt  dinma 
sion,  till  the  close  of  the  aesrion. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  atata  of 
things,  and  that  a  full  diacnseion  of  the  prind- 
ples  contained  In  the  pixqKmtion  mi^it  be  had 
at  the  present  ses^n,  he  had,  at  Uib  early  pe- 
riod, presented  it  to  the  Senate.  The  luD  to 
graduate  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands  would 
again  be  introauced,  and,  in  all  probabiUty,  be 
again  rafBrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  FnUJa 
Lands.  To  this  eommittee  be  wished  to  iMva 
this  subject  also  referred.  The  Senate  wovM 
then  have  the  aid  ot  their  examinattoos  and  re- 
port, and  be  the  better  prepared  fi>r  a  vet* 
npon  the  question. 

Believing,  as  he  ^d,  that  the  sovo^gn^, 
freedom,  and  Independence  of  the  new  Statm 
were  moch  impaired,  and  that  their  eqnality  with 
the  old  States  waa  entirely  takrai  away  by  the 
present  condition  of  the  pnblio  lands,  aa  the 
repreaentative  of  a  new  Stete  he  conld  not  bvt 
feel  a  deep  Interest  in  the  prcnodtian,  and  he 
did  beUeve  that,  when  the  anttJeat  sbonld  ha 
lUly  oanvBssed  by  Uie  Senate,  the  eonstitntioB- 
ol  argtunent,  and  the  qneatipa  of  expedioney, 
wonld  alike  preponderate  in  &Tor  or  the  new 
States,  and  stKUigly  admoidsh  of  the  propriety 
of  an  abedute  transfer  f^  the  pnblio  lauds  to 
the  several  State*  In  which  they  lie.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  Federal  Oovemnuait  had  bo 
constitutional  power  to  hold  the  soil  of  tha 
States,  except  for  tha  spegial  pnrposoi  dasipa- 
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tedl^tbe 

£>rte,  intgMtnw,  ttttauat,  doek- jnd*,  and  other 

neadfnl  miildiiin,  ud  Aren  for  tlkla  parptme,  the 

eoRMDt  of  tiw  LegtolMorM  of  tbe  StatM 

neoMnry,  hj  the  expreae  language  of  tbe 

■titntioD. 

He  was  well  aware  that  tbe  oesd(»u  from 
the  State*,  and  the  pledge  that  tbe  prooeeda 
ahonld  be  ^>plied  to  the  paTmentof  tbe  na- 
tioDal  debt,  were  nnallj  reented  to  as  tbe  an- 
tboritf  of  tbe  General  Goremment  to  hold  the 
landam  die  States;  Int  theae  sntboritia^  ooa- 
neoted  with  the  hlrtoiy  of  tbe  timea,  wbioh 
ahov  the  intentioDs  and  views  of  tbe  aotors  of 
that  d&7,  instead  of  abowing  the  right  of  this 
GoTemment,  might,  in  hia  opinion,  be  safely 
relied  cm  to  nut^  a  oontrarr  position.  It 
Mirelf  was  the  intenlioa  of  Congreaa,  and  of 
the  Statea,  oeding  waste  and  nnwproprioted 
lands  to  the  Union,  that  the  new  States  to  be 
formad  aboold  be  reoeived  into  the  Union  a« 
BOrereion  and  tndqteodent  States,  and  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  tbe  oridnal  States,  in  all 
respects  wb^ver ;  and  nothing  ooold  be  more 
clear  than  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  tbe  oonstitntion.  To  maJntain  the 
equality  of  tlie  States,  it  had  even  extended 
favors  to  the  small  States,  It  had,  in  some  de- 
gree, balanoed  nnmbers  in  the  large  States, 
with  political  power  in  the  small  States.  Ihe 
eqoahtj  uf  the  representation  in  the  Senate, 
was  an  instance  of  this.  To  Senators  who  bold 
to  the  letter  of  the  ooostitation,  and  who  den; 
to  the  Federal  Oovemment  all  powers  not 
dearly  ezpreeeed,  he  might  safelj  appeal.  To 
those  who  denj  the  power  of  Congress  to  In- 
terfax with  the  saored  soil  of  a  State,  so  far 
onlj  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  looation  of 
a  road  or  eanal,  ha  might  speak  with  the  great- 
est oonfldenoe.  If^  according  to  thur  doctrine. 
Congress  cannot  thns  temporarily  ooonpy  a 
smaU  portion  of  the  soil  of  a  State,  surely  they 
woold  agree  with  him  in  si^biK  that  Oongress 
cannot  permanently  hold,  in  fliU  property,  tbe 
entire  aoil  of  the  new  Statea. 

If|  then,  die  constitutional  argnroent  shonld 
be  with  him,  that  Oongress  has  no  power  to 
beoome  or  to  remain,  the  lord  of  tbe  soil  c^  the 
new  States,  no  one  wonld  contend  that  the 
eompacte  ongbt  to  be  bin<Uog ;  for,  if  Aey  are 
not  nased  on  the  oonstitntion,  they  impose  no 


1,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
new  States,  on  tbe  prindple  of  free  agency,  to 
make  tbem,  or  to  refnse  to  make  them.  If  the 
new  States  had  reftued  to  make  them,  then  the 
objeeta  attuned  by  tbem  wonld  have  been  de- 
feated. And  what  were  those  tweets  f  That 
tbe  new  States  should  never  interfere  with  the 

K'mary  disposal  of  the  soiL  And  if  this  object 
1  not  tieen  attMned  by  the  Genersl  Govern- 
ment, would  not  the  converse  of  ^e  proposi- 
tjon  have  been  tbe  oonseqnencel  Wonld  not 
the  infereaee  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
new  States  might  have  interfered  with  the  prl- 
Bary  di^oaal  of  tbe  aoilt    Here  it  woold,  no 


donbt,  be  said,  that  tbe  new  Statea,  refiising  to 
enter  into  these  compaota,  could  have  been  kept 
out  td  the  Union.  Bat  this  was  groond  nnten- 
able  i  for  the  new  States  were,  by  tbe  cndi- 
nuice  of  1787,  gnaranteed  admiaaion  into  the 
Unimi,  with  a  popnbition  of  60,000,  <m  an  eqnal 
footing  with  the  ori^nal  States,  In  all  remeota. 

Ur.  H.  said,  that  argnmenti  (tf  eipedieDey, 
ahnost  innnmerable,  mi^t  be  orged  in  tba 
present  eas&  It  seconed  to  him  that  whenever 
tbe  aabjeet  abonld  be  Iblly  examined,  it  wonld 
Kpptar  that  an  eattmate  had  heretofore  been 
put  np<m  the  pnblio  lands,  far  above  their  reid 
valne.  Tbe  pnbUo  laads  had  been  in  market 
npwarda  of  forty  years,  and  the  whole  reoeipto 
into  the  Treasoiy  bad  been  about  thirty-six 
millions.  We  bed  now  in  market  more  than 
one  bnodred  milions  of  acres,  and  for  the  last 
years  the  reedpla  bad  frequently  been  below  a 
million,  while  the  whole  revenne  of  tbe  oonn- 
try,  in  thoae  years,  had  ranged  from  twen^  to 
twenty-flve  roillitms.  This  view  would  show 
how  small  is  tbe  portion  of  onr  wh<de  revenna 
derived  from  the  pnblio  laada.  This  million,  if 
indispensable  to  ttie  Treasury,  conld  easily  be 

ipiied  in  stHne  other  way.  It  conld  bo  laid 
on  other  objeoti  of  taxation,  which  wonld 
neither  be  seen  nor  felt,  and  tbe  new  Statea 
woold  rise  to  a  level  of  equality  with  the  old 
States.  The  new  States  would  tben  be  relieved 
from  what  he  considered  an  nnconstitutional 
and  dangerons  dependence  on  the  old  State* 
and  on  the  Union. 


UoKDAT,  December  81, 

The  hill  to  aothorize  tbe  oanc^ng  of  a  ott<> 

tain  bond  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second 

Mr.  OiujmLiK  proposed  some  questions  In 
relation  to  the  bill:  Whereupon, 

Ut.  BnaBTDT  made  some  sd^tional  explan*- 
tlons,  from  which  it  appeued  that  the  negroea 
(89  in  namber)  referred  to  in  the  Ml,  were  part 
of  a  cargo  of  negroes  found  on  board  a  Span- 
ish vessel  which  was  captured  by  a  revenoe 
cutter  of  the  United  StatM,  sent  Into  Savannah, 
and  libeUed  for  an  alleged  violation  of  tbe  slave 
acta  of  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Oonsnl 
set  np  a  claim  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  th6 
property  of  Spanish  subjects.  The  Portuguese 
coDsnl  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf  of  certain  snb- 
Jecta  of  Portugal ;  and  the  capt^  of  a  prlva- 
teer,  Rdllng  under  a  South  American  flag,  ad- 
vanced another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  H 
was  found  that  the  negroes  had  been  pTondered 
from  several  Spanlah  and  Portogueae  ships,  by 
ft  South  Am^oan  privateer,  liie  suits  grow- 
ing out  of  these  elaima  were  prosecntcd  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States,  and,  sftor 
the  l^MC  of  eight  years,  were  finally  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Gonrt,  at  the  last  term.  The 
Fortngueee  claim  was  reacted  because  no  own- 
ers appeared ;  and  the  Spanish  claim  was  re- 
duced in  amoimt  to  thirty-nine  negroes.  Tbe 
ob^manlA  ware  also  reqnked  to  ^ve  bond,  with 
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the  Uoited  Statei.  The  otlier  portion  of  tha 
negroei  w«s  seot  to  Liberia  at  the  ezpMiM  of 
the  Goverament.  Ueanvhile,  the  negroM  ad- 
judicated to  the  Spanish  claimanta  had  formed 
tiei  in  this  countrj,  and  were  unwilling  to  be 
carried  to  the  West  ladiea.  The  petitioner, 
from  niotivea  of  humanity  alone,  pnrcbaied 


to  ICbrabds  $6,000,  and  to  the  proctors  in  the 
differeiitoaurtabetweeeD$a,OOOaiid(S,000;  the 
aogregate  amonnt  Iwing  greater  than  the  value 
oftbe  alavee.  The  petitioner  had  also  offered 
the  negroes  to  the  Coloniotion  Society,  fbr 
traDsportation  to  Liberia,  bat  the  funds  of  the 
Societ  J  did  not  enable  tliein  to  accept  the  offer. 
The  petitioner  nov,  therefore,  [nvjed  that  the 
boDd  given  for  the  removal  of  the  slaves  from 
fba  United  States  m^  be  cancelled,  in  order 
that  lliey  jtiaj  remun  in  »  state  of  mitigated 
■laverr  in  Oeorgia,  vbere  tliey  are  -well  trest- 
«d,  and  eoRtent. 

The  bill  was  then  otdered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

FaiDiT,  January  11, 1828. 

Hr.  Vij(  BcBiir,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  L^alatnre  of  Ala- 
bama, incorporating  the  Cahawba  KavigatiOD 
Company,  without  amendment: 

Mr.  Kino  remarked,  that,  in  explanation  of 
this  bill,  he  would  merely  say,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  considering  it  incnmbent 
on  them  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress — in 
which  he  (Ur.  E.)  did  not  agree  with  them — 
to  improve  the  waters  within  its  limits,  hod 
instmcted  him  to  introduce  this  bilL  The  wa- 
ters of  the  Cahawba  were  not  now  navigable, 
and  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  obstruc- 
tions in  that  stream  shoold  be  removed.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  to  rmse  a  toll  npon  the 
navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  deDvying  the 


ezpenset 
Mr.  Chj 


'.  Chakdixb  said  that  he  did  not  know 
upon  what  ground  the  consent  of  Congress  was 
asked. 

Hr.  Enio  further  explained,  that  die  Cahaw- 
ba was  a  small  stream  running  tlirongh  Ala- 
bama, the  navigation  of  which  was  necessary 
to  enable  the  citjzens  of  that  State  to  transport 
their  cotton  to  market,  and  bring  back  the 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State 
wished  to  know  whether  they  had  a  right  to 
levy  a  toll  for  the  improvement  of  this  stream, 
and  to  obt^  tlie  assent  of  Coogrose  to  the  en- 
tenirise, 

Mr.  Vas  BnuK  said  that  the  same  bill  passed 
tlie  Senate  last  year,  but  did  not  pass  tlie  House. 
It  involved  no  new  principle.  The  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  the  new  States 
had  restricted  the  latter  &om  levying  tolls  on 
Uie  itraanu  within  their  limits  j  and  it  bod 


bean  enstomary,  frem  time  to  time,  to  five  tk 
asaent  <tf  Congnaa  to  the  ocdlectioa  of  a  tidl  m 

expoisBol  .       .   

The  bill  wa*  thra  ordered  ti 


TuxsDAT,  January  92. 
LittitenanU  in  tha  Nacy. 

The  hill  toincrease  the  payof  Lienttttaatsia 
the  Navy  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Maook  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  time 

increase  the  expenditure  of  the  Gov^nmcat, 
as,  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  resided, 
money  was  never  soercer,  nor  times  hardi^ 
than  now.  He  had  observed,  that  it  was  al- 
ways a  good  time  to  raise  compensationa,  but 

iver  a  good  time  to  reduce  them. 

Tus.— HcMrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bcatoe, 

ouligiiy,  Brinch,  Chambers,  Chsas,  B«(<n),  EI&, 
Foot,  llanison,  Hayiie,  Joboson  «f  Ky.,  Jidissua  of 
Lou.,  Kane,  King,  HcLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Bidgdj, 
Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ssalord,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Ibrj- 
Unii,Tj'ler,  White,  Willey^29. 

Nays. — Uessrs.  Baterasn,  Chudler,  Cobb,  Diekct- 


MoiJDAT,  January  S8. 
3itTvUinff  Qgk«n  nf  the  Bnolutimt, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
bill  providing  for  certun  snrviving  officers  ct 
the  Revolution :  the  following  motion  of  Mr. 
pABBia  being  under  consideration : 

Raalvtd,  Th&t  tbe  bill  bs  recommitled  t«  tba 
commillee  vbich  reported  it,  with  instructions  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  e*ery  officer,  non-coai- 
■nissloned  officer,  and  private  soldier,  wfao  aerTcd  ia 
Che  revolutionary  army.  iDdwbo  was  entitled  to  pay 
from  the  Continental  Treasury,  for  the  aervlce  by 
him  actDaUj  performed,  deducting  therefroBi  Ibt 
Just  Tslue  of  whatever  such  officer,  nou-coaus- 
sioned  officer,  or  private,  may  bare  laceived  &«b 
the  Oovernment,  in  payment  for  his  said  sertke; 
and  deducting,  alio,  whatever  sum  he  may  have  la- 
ceived,  if  any,  under  the  pension  Isw  of  Hordi  ISIlL 
and  May  IS'JO. 

The  Vies  pRNDKirr  stated  that  the  p<Hnt  at 
order  jtesented  on  Friday  ias^  relat^ig  to  mo- 
tions for  recommitment  of  siit^ects  to  S«to)t 
Committees,  was  decided  by  him  on  parliamaft- 
tary  principles;  but  he  had  since  fonnd  tlwt 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  different.  [Be 
then  read  the  rule  from  Jefferson'a  Manual] 
The  parliamentary  rule  was  more  coavenian^ 
and  be  would  now  submit  the  point  for  decanoii 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pabkib  said  that  his  otgeot  was  not,  as 
had  been  sunnised,  to  embarrass  die  Ull  by  ob- 
jections, or  to  defeat  it  by  delay.  He  wished  ta 
further  its  progrees.  He  was  auiiooa  that  tbe 
bill  should  m^e  a  proper  provision  for  tbe  sol- 
diers,  but  he  would  not  say  that,  if  be  eoaU 
not  accomplish  his  views  in  regard  to  the  ail- 
dien,  he  would  not  vote  for  tU»  a^tints  pn- 
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Tiiion  for  the  officer*.  Hia  object  was  to  pro- 
Tide  both  for  the  ofBoen  and  soldierB ;  thef  nnd 
eoDtended  side  hy  side  for  their  conntiy'B  omnM ; 
•nd,  in  the  dietribntioa  of  the  bonntj  or  Jtutioe 
of  their  countty,  thej  riiould  not  be  leparated. 
There  were  many  surriTore  of  the  contest  who 
had  DO  cloinu.  The  six  months'  militia  mea 
had,        "       "  "      " 

■Ilj,   . 

Qovemment  But  there 
the  OontineDtal  eatabliahment,  as  efficient  as 
anj  others  in  the  lervioe,  which  bad  received 
BO  oompensation  in  adj  way.  If  we  gaTe  to 
the  officers  b  part  of  the  anm  due  to  them,  we 
■hoold  pa;'  the  soldiers  in  the  same  proportion ; 
■od  if  UUF  fioanoea  enable  Os  to  pay  the  offloem 
the  whole  of  their  claims,  the  whole  som  dae 
to  the  soldiers  ahonld  likewise  be  disohai^ed. 
It  was  nnneoeeaarf  to  speak  at  this  time  of  the 
merits  and  the  anfferings  of  the  soldiers.  The 
■torj  had  often  been  hud  in  this  Uonae,  and  it 
was  matter  of  record.  It  was  sud  b;  the  Sen- 
ate from  Kew  Hampshire  that  the  half  pa/ 
was  pron^sed  to  the  officers  as  an  inducement 
tor  uem  to  remun  in  the  service.  The  sol- 
dtera  w«e  entitled  to  their  monthly  pay,  as 
well  aa  tbe  officers  to  their  half  pay  for  life ; 
and  if  the  at&oan  had  been  paid  in  depreciated 
paper,  so  had  been  the  soldiers.  In  one  respect, 
the  officers  had  a  great  advantage  over  the  sol- 
diers. If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  &re  or  bad 
usage,  disgusted  with  the  service,  they  could 
throw  up  their  oommissioos  and  turn  their 
ba^  spon  the  camp.  But  the  soldiers,  thoagh 
iotfering  from  want  of  food  and  clothing,  were 
obliged,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  enlistment, 
to  perform  the  last  day's  service  as  well  as  the 
first ;  and  if  they  left  the  camp,  they  were  par- 
sned  by  martial  law  and  punished  aa  deserters. 
If  any  discrimination  were  made,  it  should, 
therefore,  be  in  favor  of  the  sotdierH.  Both 
officera  and  sixers  should  be  provided  for,  and 
that  alike.  Let  it  not  be  the  business  of  tliis 
HoQsa  to  create  a  distinction  between  them. 
It  had  been  objected  to  the  proposition  for  re- 
mimerating  the  soldiers,  that  the  sura  reqaired 
would  be  very  large.  This  was  an  unfounded 
objeol^on.  It  wonld  not  equal  the  amount  an- 
mttUy  paid  to  those  on  the  peasion  list.  Ue 
took  a»  Uie  basis  of  his  calculation  tl^  state- 
ment made  by  tiie  Senator  from  Uarylond,  (Mr. 
Smith.)  Thmt  gMitlemam  stated,  that  fonr-fifths 
of  the  Borvivi^  scddiers  were  on  the  pension 
talL  Thii  nnmberwill  be  excluded  from  the 
proiidoDs  of  the  bill.  The  whole  nuraber  of 
penriMien  was  now  13,600.  Five  hundred,  it 
vaa  oompnted,  would  die  this  ^ear.  The  one- 
fifth  partembnoed  in  the  provision,  was  2,400. 
Two  hundred  dollara  to  each  of  these  was  but 
$160,000— not  half  the  amount  of  tbe  pensions. 
The  provisions  which  lie  propoeed,  would  em- 
bntoe  another  class  of  soldiers,  which  was  sot 
prorlded  for  by  any  existing  law.  Ooe  regi- 
tnwit,  be  knew,  for  documentary  proof  of  tbe 
fact  was  in  the  Oqtitol,  had  entered  the  ser- 
Tio»  with  the  pKooise  of  paf  aod  eightf  doUan 


bounty ;  they  served  faithfully,  and  never  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  Justice,  conolndsd  Ur.  P., 
shonld  not  be  dealt  ont  with  a  partial  hand. 
U  it  was  rendered  to  one  class  it  shonld  not  be 
withheld  from  another.  But  if  we  were  not 
able  to  do  full  Jostioa  to  all,  he  would  not  aay 
that  he  wonld  do  nothing. 

Ur,  Vak  Bcsxk  said  he  approached  the  di». 
cuseion  of  the  bill  under  consideration  with  a 
degree  of  solicitude  he  had  seldom  eiperieuced. 
It  arose  from  a  deep  conscionsoeas  of  the  im- 
portance and  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  the 
difficolUee  which  would  attend  a  satisfactory 
determination.  He  freely  confessed  that  he 
did  not  reroemlKr  a  legislative  qnestion  in 
which  his  feelings  had  been  more  deeply  en- 
gaged. Theee  feelings,  sometimes  too  saugcine^ 
and  always  ardent,  might  now  deceive  him; 
hot  he  could  not  suppress  tbe  conviction  that 
upon  the  doubtful  issue  of  the  present  question, 
the  character  of  our  country  was,  in  no  incon- 
siderable degree,  suspended.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  afforded  nim  the  highest  gratification, 
could  he  anticipate,  with  oonfidenoe,  a  fovora- 
ble  result  But  when  he  beheld  the  formidable 
concentration  of  talent  and  numbers  arrayed 
agwnst  the  petitiiHiers  and  their  advocates^  be 
was  but  too  conscious  of  the  difficoltiea  against 
which  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterred,  bow- 
ever,  by  these  circnmstanoea,  he  would  proceed 
to  disohai^  the  dnty  which  seemed  to  be  re- 
quired by  his  connection  with  the  ctaumittee 
by  whom  the  bill  had  been  reported.   _ 

His  brethren  of  the  ctMnmittee,  s^  Ifr.  V. 
B.,  had  pronounced  a  merited  enloginm  tipon 
the  character  and  services  of  the  petitioners. 
Considerations  which  arose  naturally  from  the 
snbject,  but  upon  which,  although  far  ftcaa 
being  exhausted,  he  would  not  attempt  to 
dweU.  Indeed,  he  was  greatiy  deceived,  i^  cm 
this  point,  there  was  &ny  diversity  of  opimtoi. 
Whatever  expressions  might  escape  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  warmth  of  debate,  be  was  sure 
that  the  transoendent  merits  of  the  petitioner^ 
after  having  received  tbe  attestatiim  of  impar- 
tial history,  were  not  now  to  be  the  sulgeet  ot 
enuninatioa  or  of  doubt.  Sir,  if,  in  the  mya- 
terions  dispensations  of  an  all-wise  and  over- 
ruling Providence,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to  ex- 
perience the  common  caUmities  of  nations,  tt 
may  become  our  duty  to  receive  these  dispea- 
sationa  with  meekneas,  and  bear  them  with  for- 
titnde.  Bnt  if  there  be  a  stain  from  which  he 
would  beiDost  demrous  of  reacuing  the  Ameri- 
can name,  It  would  be  the  stMn  w  ingratitnda 
to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  revolution.  If 
there  be  a  calamity,  which  more  than  any 
other,  be  would  pray  to  have  averted,  it  wonld 
be  the  calamity  of  witneseing,  in  an  Amerioaa 
Senate,  a  oold  insensibility  to  tbe  sermces  ot 
those  whose  devotion  to  their  oonntry  in  peaoe^ 
and  whose  constancy  in  war,  ha^  extorted  tbe 
applanse  of  an  admiring  world. 

If;  sir,  gallantry  in  the  field,  and  devotion  to 
oonntry,  ever  deserved  the  meed  of  grateftd  r»- 
membraaoe,  the  enoomining  beotowad  by  mj 


coUetwnefl  upon  th«  SeToliitkmuy  oCQoers  wUl 
find  Umir  approTsl  in  evvrj  patriot  bocom. 
Bat  their  menta,  great  as  they  wen,  appear  to 
be  enhanced  bj  Uie  canse  in  which  tbiej  were 
engaged.  Bavolutjoiu  in  Government  had 
been  witneeied  before,  and  they  have  been  wit- 
neaeed  riooe.  Bat  if  we  oondder  the  prindpl«« 
tnTolved,  the  means  employed,  and  the  resblta 
pradnoeo,  marl  not  be  indiil|ed  in  exprewring 
like  oonvleticHi  that  they  dwin^e  into  Inrignifl- 
eanoe  with  this  I  The  revolution  in  which  tlwy 
embarked,  was  not  tmly  the  most  Important,  in 
dvil  Gorenunent,  that  opprearion  has  prodnoed, 
or  patriotiam  itcoompliuted,  bitt  mnat,  in  the 
nature  of  things^  forever  remain  so.  The  ma- 
terials for  another,  equally  important,  do  not, 
I  fear,  exist;  and,  perhaps,  the  jwog^esaive 
character  of  man,  preolodea  &  well-gronnded 
hope  that  they  viti  ever  aeain  arise.  Why,  tir, 
Bud  he,  do  1  allude  to  Uiese  high  oomriaera- 
tiong  I  Kot,  I  am  sure,  tor  the  parpose  of  dis- 
play ;  and  as  little  with  a  view  to  indnlge  in 
self  adulation.  It  is  l>ecanBe  the  nnparaUded 
blessing!,  which,  as  a  pet^le,  we  euoy ;  the. 
great  and  snooessfbl  example  that  nas  been 
given  to  the  world ;  and  the  perpetnal  inflnenoe 
which  that  example  most  exert  on  ite  fntnre 
destinies — awaken  in  every  mind  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  leat  the  closing  soenes  of  that 
mighty  oonfliot  ahonld  be  uiworthy  of  its  own 
great  charsct«r — and  that  the  page  of  history 
which  embalms  the  virtnes  and  neroio  deeds  of 
onr  fathers,  may  not  at  the  unie  time  record 
the  too  early  degeneracy  of  their  sons.  The 
petitioners  at  yonr  bar  are  defined  to  be  our 
witnesses  with  posterity.  It  is  in  th^  per- 
BODS  that  an  opportunity  is  afforded,  eitber  to 
repel,  or  in  some  degree,  confirm  the  innratA- 
tlon  cast  tt^oa  RepubUoa  by  the  enemies  of  Aree- 
dom,  tjiat  mgratitnde  is  their  inherent  and  in- 
cxtingnislMbk  vice :  and  it  waa  eamestlr  to 
be  hoped  that  our  decision  might  be  such  as 
wonld  be  favorable  to  them,  to  oorselves,  and 
to  the  caose  of  lil»erty. 

Bttt,  sir,  said  Hr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  pm«abg 
these  general  remarlu,  sHov  me  to  invite  your  al^ 
tention  to  the  question  Immediately  nnder  oon- 
tfderation.  In  dcdng  so.  my  first  attempt  will 
be^  to  separate  that  whieh  Is  not  a  snbieet  of 
dlqnitation  fhrni  that  which  b:  for,  in  this,  as 
In  other  eases,  time  may  be  oonsnmed,  and  ar- 
gtmienta  ftvitleasly  employed,  in  supporting 
porittouB  wtdoh  have  never  been  quesdoned, 
or  mforoing  imintons  in  whtdi  all  are  agreed. 

First,  then,  U  will  be  admitted,  on  aQ  sides, 
that  the  promise  made  by  the  Congrew  of  the 
Confederation  of  half  pay  for  life  to  the  Bevo- 
lutionary  offleen  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
was  made  by  competent  authority :  that  the 
condition  npon  which  the  promise  was  found- 
ed has  been  fully  performed :  that  the  otdiga- 
tiOQ  thereby  created,  rests  npon  the  present 
Government  in  its  original  force :  and  that  if 
It  has  not  been  fully,  fslriy,  tod  Ju^y  per- 
formed, it  ought  DOW  to  be  discharged.  The 
Witlcal  oondiOoB  of  the  covntfy  at  the  time 
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the  promise  waa  made— the  Cut  thtt  tUsib 
duoement  to  remain  in  aerviee  hadbMiMl 
up  to  the  army  from  tht  oommtiKMmalt  rf  h 
war,  by  various  restores  «rf  Congress  that  tUt 
al(»te  jffevanted  th^  abandoDiMBt  of  i  H- 
vioe^  in  whieh  they  wm  not  bontd  te  mil 
by  any  of  those  considerations'  whidi  dps* 
OB  the  g«iwallty  <^  rnaoUnd— Aat  to  M 
oontinnanoe  in  Oka  army,  more  than  to  wg 
other  oanse,  onder  the  blesrings  of  Tvmlmn, 
the  saco«esftil  t«am]nati<Hi  of  the  iram,ii 
the  opinion  of  Gen.  Waahisgtoo,  mainly  *tw 
ut«bl&  and  that  the  ■aoriAom  nUA  tberi* 
onrre^  in  consequence  of  thrir  determlnUka  M 
remain,  were  almost  noparalleled — sie  priab 
npon  which  there  can  be  no  diA'crenee  of  ofii' 
ion,  and  requiring,  after  the  aUe  eoDaaeMd 
the  Senators  who  had  preceded  h^  no  iM- 
tignsl  illustration. 
If  this,  rir,  said  Ur.  V.  B.,  has  bsea  tb» 


petitioners  are  tbns  entitled  to  itL_. 

by  Uie  performaoee  of  the  eolo  conditiaB  m 
which  it  was  made  to  d^tend — the  qnMlii 
will  be  asked,  ha*  that  engagement  Iteen  nfi^ 
fledl    Andifeatisfied,  howhasitbewdwt 

Those  who  m«intaiD  that  the  Govenwrt 
had  folfilled  its  engagement,  rest  their  pcotia 
on  the  ground  of  tiie  commutation  of  theln 
years'  full  pay  which  has  been jtiven  in  Hn  i' 
the  promised  half  pay  for  HIb.  Whatever  mi^ 
be  the  diversity  of  sentiment  with  rsepM  to 
the  legality  or  the  fainieta  of  that  canM- 
tation— the  means  by  which  it  was  iflMrf- 
aud  the  manner  of  its  execution— end  ca  thM 
pcdnta  he  acknowledtied  there  waa  room  fe* 
honeet  difibrenoe  oi  opinion:  there  wis  <M 
podUtm,  be  thought,  sufBdently  pUn  to  (W- 
lenge  the  aoqnieeMnee  of  every  reneettng  niH 
It  fa,  ^,  that  this  oommaUtion  tMtdend  q 
the  Government  as  a  «aniptet«  fbtfifaiMit  of  IB 
promise,  has  been  any  thing  bntufUrwdji' 
equivalent.  To  demonstrate  this  a  ftw  ««>- 
vations  only  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  otiMnnan  of  the  ewiirttt" 
who  reported  the  bill,  whose  ability  in  tb  (^ 
hibition  of  the  clum  of  the  petitionen  «ow 
enUtle  him  to  more  than  the  nnmble  tribetti' 


calonlations  establidiing  the  f^lowingnnbj^ 
1.  That,  aooording  to  anthento  table*  ftrw 
computation  of  annuities,  the  Jk»  yean'  ^^ 
pay  ought  to  have  been  sseeii,  at  tha  tin* 
was  given,  in  order  to  make  it  afaireoninM 
and  that  the  reduetion  of  this  fust  oDoviM 
was  attributable  to  the  neceesHles  of  theftj^ 
emment,  and  not  to  a  diqtositifm  to  dude  tu 
d^ms  of  the  petitioners. 

9.  That,  owing  to  the  f^ure  of  the  ^n  * 
supply  the  ftutdi  necessary  to  the  W^'^^ 
the  interest^  and  ultimate  redemptkn  a"! 


pay,  given  as  an  equivalent,  for  half  1V 
for  Ule,  r^idly  dqmoiated.  '  So  that,  «** 
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(KHDpalled  b^  nsMnit;,  to  dispoM  of  them, 
ti»j  b  fact  prodaoed  to  the  ameers  leu  tluui 


«ei«  fooded  in  1791,  a  deduction  was  made, 
equal  to  oD»-third  of  tbeir  amount,  b7  defer- 
ring the  interest  for  ten  jears,  npon  one-third 
<^  the  prinoipal,  Bad  aUowing  onlj  three  per 
«enL  on  the  interest  wbicb  h^d  aocmed  since 
1T83. 

Tbat  thia  dodiwtioii  iraa  made  hy  tiie  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  gronnd  (and  ooold  be  jnsdfied 
on  00  oUict)  that  tbeee  certificates  were  in  the 
Jiands  of  speculators,  who  had  availed  them- 
Mlres  of  tlie  necasaities  of  the  officers,  brought 
npon  tbem  bj  their  stipulated  conlJnaance  ia 
■arrice,  and  Uins  were  enabled  to  obtain  them 
at  a  reduced  and  almost  nominal  prioe. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  he  wonid  rafrnin  from  at- 
temp^ng  to  enforce  the  views,  upon  this  branch 
of  tJie  tabiect,  preeeotod  by  the  Senators  who 
had  preoecied  him.  It  would  be  time  enough 
to  do  ao,  should  theae  riews  be  ever  contested. 
He  candidlj  acknowledged,  however,  that  the/ 
did  not  coostitnte  the  matiuial  argnmeats  upon 
which  ha  relied,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
grcea  inadeqnaoy  of  the  commntation  awarded 
(0  the  petitioners:  and  he  would  therefore 
proceed  to  Btat«  the  gronnda  upon  which  he 
predicated  his  proposition,  with  all  the  brevity 
and  perspicoity  in  his  power. 

The  cMtiBcat^e  for  oonunutation  of  half  par, 
were  issued  under  the  resolution  of  JCarcfk, 
1783,  and  delivered  in  November  1783.  Tbev 
admitted  upon  their  face,  that  five  years'  full 
pay  was  due  to  their  holders,  to  be  paid  with 
uderesL  at  tlie  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num. These  certiflootee  wwe  redeemed  by  the 
toleration  of  the  fnnding  act  in  1T9I.  They 
were,  of  conrse,  for  diS^ent  amounts,  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  officers.  The 
irerage  pay  of  the  officers  was  |30  per  month, 
ind  the  amonnt  which  would  have  been  due  to 
Mch  officer  for  half  pay,  allowing  interest  after 
Jm  same  woa  acknowledged  to  be  dutf,  would 
lava  amounted,  in  17S1,  when  the  redemption 
ook  place,  to  $1,743  40.  The  average  amonnt 
if  Ave  yeara'  fall  pay  for  each  officer,  amounted 
rith  interest,  in  17S1,  to  $2,664;  from  this 
monat  one-third  was  deducted  in  the  redemp- 
ioa,  aa  he  bod  before  stated.  The  avera^ 
auwnt  therefore  received  by  each  officer  in 
791,  At  his  five  years'  full  pay,  assaming  that 
lieae  eertifioates  had  been  retuned,  would  hare 
MO  tl,T76. 

From  thifl  aimple  statement,  it  resnlts  that, 
t  eooseqaenoe  of  the  delay  in  discharging  'Uie 
mmntation,  and  the  deduction  which  was 
•rcibly  mftoe  in  doing  so,  the  Oovemmeut 
■id  DO  more  than  wonla  have  been  dne  to  the 
Boers  for  tbeir  half  pay  alone,  up  to  the  period 
ben  the  oommntation  was  actually  made.  To 
lat  period,  tberefwe,  the  officers  gained  noth- 
g  by  that  measure.  Since  that  time  years 
i<re  rolled  a'W'ajr,  during  which  they  would 
tTS  reo^Ted .  the  promised  half  pay,  hod  it  not 


been  for  the  commutation.  The  sum  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  officers  nnce 
that  period,  is  the  sum  precisely  which  the  offi-  . 
oers  have  lost,  and  the  Govenmient  has  gained, 
hj  this  variation  by  the  Government  from  its 
original  contract 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  is  simple,  found- 
ed npon  data  which  cannot  deceive  by  their 
ptauaibility,  and  is  liable  to  no  n^stake,  except 
the  mere  errors  of  calculation.  Those  he  had 
endeavored  to  avoid.  The  average  half  pay  oT 
each  of  the  petitioners  from  the  year  1791  to 
1838,  would  have  amounted  to  {1^,177  £8. 
This  sum,  multiplied  by  280,  the  numberof 
Revolutionary  officers  supposed  to  be  yet  in 
existence,  would  amonnt  to  $3,080,710.  The 
effect  of  the  commutation  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  npon  the  interests  of  deceased  officers, 
conid  not  be,  swd  he,  distinctly  stated  witiiont 
a  particular  knowledge  of  the  time  of  their  re- 
spective deaths.  But  from  what  we  know 
upon  that  But^jeet,  there  woa  a  moral  certainty 
that  the  gains  of  the  Treasury  from  that  sourou' 
had  not  been  diminished,  but  on  the  ^ub^ry 
greatly  increased. 

It  ia  then,  said  he,  an  oscertuned  and  inoon- 
testiltle  fact,  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  iqjnriea 
sustained  by  depreciation,  the  officers  have  lost 
by  the  conrse  of  events,  and  the  Qovemment 
has  gdned  a  sum  not  less  than  $3,080,710,  in 
conseqaence  of  that  commutation  which  ia  no'.r 
set  up  to  bar  the  clums  of  the  petitioners — ' 
claims  predicated  npon  a  promise  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, held  oat  to  the  officers  as  an  induce- 
ment to  remain,  and  constituting  the  chief  re- 
ward for  the  most  signal  services  ever  perform- 
ed by  men  in  the  oause  of  freedom  uid  tb^ 
country. 

Upon  these  facts,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  a  question 
arises  for  our  decision,  no  less  important  to  the 
Government  thou  to  the  petitioners ;  becanse, 
involving  the  character  rf  one,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  other.  What  b  itt  Is  it  confined 
to  the  legal  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties I  No,  ur,  1  shall  never,  said  he,  bring  my 
mind  to  consider  tho  qnestion  of  striot  legal 
right,  when  I  look  at  the  parties.  Who  ore 
they  t  On  the  one  liand,  the  Government  of 
tho  Uiuted  States,  not  liable  to  be  impleaded, 
and  inc^able  of  being  coerced  agunst  its  wilt 
by  any  power  superior  to  its  own — rich  in  re- 
sources, and  overflowing  with  redundance ;  on 
the  other  a  remnant  of  the  officers  of  the  Bei'o- 
lutionary  army,  home  down  by  the  infirmities 
incident  to  age — with  one  foot  in  the  grave, 
and  the  other  npon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
scpplicoting  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which 
was  made  them,  in  the  vigor  of  their  days.  If 
even  they  have  legal  rights,  where  ia  their 
remedy  to  enforce  them  I  They  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things  hare  any.  But  candor  con- 
strained him  to  acknowledge,  that  in  strict- 
ness, they  have  not  now,  whatever  they  may 
once  have  hod,  any  righto,  except  such  as  are 
founded  upon  the  immutable  principles  of  jna* 
tioe.    A>  eoriy  as  the  year  178G,  iLe  OorKii* 


ogle 
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ment  foond  it  neoesMi7  to  protect  itaelf  agmiDst 
dormant  and  Tuifonnded  dwins,  arinn^  from 
the  Bevolnliotiar^  oootest,  bj  a  statute  of  limi- 
tations.     Variool   Sot«  and   r«aolittioiu   were 


in  tiiat  year,  an  set  waa  paned  so  oomprebei 
nve  in  its  prorisions,  as  to  MobntM  the  olaima 
of  the  petitioners,  and  barring  them.nnleM 
presented  bj  tbe  Ist  daj  of  May,  1794.  The 
'officers  did  not  present  this  olAim  mitil  1810, 
and  are  therefore  precluded  from  nrgiog  thur 
T^ated  legal  rights.  Being  thtu  fumished  with 
a  general  answer  to  all  claims  which  do  not  ad- 
dress both  onr  consciences  and  Jadgmenta,  Oon- 
grees  have  neTertheless  relaxed  from  time  to 
time,  the  rigor  of  their  own  act,  when  consid- 
ering claims  founded  on  Jnstice,  and  not  op- 
posed by  policy,  fint  as  none  of  these  snspen- 
riona  have  embraced  tlie  case  of  the  petitioners, 
we  have  it  in  ovr  power,  if  we  can  have  the 
heart  to  present  this  statute  of  limitatJons  to 
Hia  petitioners,  and  nnder  its  mantle,  resist  the 
cry  for  justice,  if  not  for  bread.  The  question, 
then,  is  not  what  we  are  bonnd  to  do  by  law, 
bat  what  we  shonld  do.  Wliat  conduct  on  onr 
port  will  bear  tbe  soratiny  and  the  judgments 


have  passed  away? 

Iiet  ns  look,  for  a  moment,  said  Hr.  Y.  B.,  at 
ttie  uvuments  advanced  by  the  opponents  of 
tJie  bill.  The  meritorious  services  of  the  peti- 
tfoners,  tbe  signal  advantages  that  have  resulted 
from  these  services  to  us,  and  to  posterity  ;  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  petitioners,  and  the  con- 
sequent advantages  derived  by  the  Government 
from  the  act  of  conunntatiou,  are  unequirocally 
admitted.  But,  it  is  contended,  we  have  made 
a  compromise,  bindiog  on  the  parties,  and  ex- 
onerating the  Oovemmeut  from  further  liabil- 
ity, that  in  an  evil  and  unguarded  hour,  they 
have  given  ns  a  release  and  we  stand  upon  our 
bond.  Now  the  question  which  he  wished  to 
address  to  the  couBoience,  and  the  Judgments 
of  this  honorable  body,  was  this — notwUether 
this  issue  was  well  t^en  in  point  of  law'-not 
whether  we  might  not  hope  for  a  safe  deliver- 
ance nnder  it — but  whtiher  tht  ittut  ovght  to 
ti  taken  at  all — whether  it  eomporta  with  the 
honor  of  the  Oovenunent  to  plead  a  legal  ex- 
emption Bgalust  the  claims  of  gratitude — wheth- 
er, in  other  words,  the  Government  be  bound 
at  all  times  to  insist  upon  its  strict  lagnl  rights. 
Has  this  been  the  practice  of  the  Government 
on  all  former  ocoarionsl  Or,  is  this  the  only 
question  on  which  this  principle  should  oper- 
ate! Nothing,  aaid  Ur.  V.  B.,  can  be  easier 
than  to  show  that  the  tuifonn  practice  of  the 
Government  has  been  at  war  with  the  principle 
which  is  now  opposed  to  the  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioners. Not  a  sesMon  hod  occnired  since  the 
commencement  of  tiiis  Goyemment,  in  which 
Congress  bed  not  relieved  the  citizens  from 
hardships  resulting  from  unforeseen  oontingen- 
1  forebome  an  enforcement  of  Uw, 


when  Ha  enfbroement  would  wnk  gmt  ai 
undeserved  ii^ory.  He  might,  if  exeaadJtn 
an  occasion  hke  this,  turn  over  the  tUUitt 
book,  page  by  page,  and  give  repeated  pnx6 
of  this  aasertion.  Bnt  it  is  onaeeswwj.  Ht 
would  oontMit  himself  with  a  referenea  lo  (M 
or  at  WW*  two  meoanres  of  tbe  character  dfr- 
Boribed,  In  the  year  1S12,  between  the  montti 
of  June  and  Beptember,  goods  to  in  imBMN 
amount  were  shipped  fiom  Sntlaad  t*  Ik 
fTnttwi  iKofM^  by  Amerieau  merehantsj  ia  (foi 
violation  of  the  acts  prohibitbig  tb^  mpclt- 
tion.  They  alibied  tn  JnatiflcaUMi,  (ithcr  tlMb 
antioipated  repeal  of  these  acts,  in  cwucqatM 
of  tho  meaenres  of  one  of  tbe  belligererti ;  er 
their  apprehension  that  in  the  event  ol  s  ded^ 
ration  of  war  by  tbe  United  States,  th«r  pnp- 
erty  would  be  seised  and  condemned  in  1m 
British  ports.    The  declaratioa,  in  bet,  twt 

Elaoe ;  bnt  the  importers  w«e  not  the  1«b  tit- 
le to  the  fines  and  penalties  imposed  by  ■  Tii-  I 
lated  law,  and  merohuidise  to  the  valne  of  mtn  ' 
than  fiD«ntw  milliont  qfdtiUan  was  foiteMi  I* 
the  United  Btates.  Upon  tbe  arrival  rf  llw 
goods,  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retun  vd 
nse  them,  npon  giving  bonds  to  atnde  the  ^ 
cision  of  their  Government.  Applicatioii  n 
mode  to  Congress  for  relief:  and  ahboof^it 
was  well  known  that  immense  profits  vo* 
mode  upon  their  importation,  and  not  adontt 
existed  of  their  liability  to  forfeiture,  CongnMi 
by  on  act  which  fills  but  a  einrie  vffi  npo* 
that  statute  book,  cancelled  the  Oi 
linquislied  merchandise,  which, 
would  have  been  equal  in  valne  ti_  . 
of  the  whole  expensea  of  tho  war,  and  wU* 
would  doubtless  have  been  retained  bad  Ibt  , 
Government  insisted  upon  its  legal  ri^tsnd 
ooted  on  the  principle  now  contended  tot.  I 

The  system  which  has  been  pursued  ia  i*!*'    | 
tion  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  iswti 
less  memorable  example  of  a  departnrs  tim 
that  rigorous  policy  now  reoommended  to  on 
imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  JCay,  1800,  the  miniBwm 
price  of  the  pnblio  lands  was  fixed  at  (Itbs  : 
acre;  one-twentieth  of  thepnrcbaseniaDsy'*  ; 
required  to  be  pud  at  the  time  of  the  norcbW  j 
one-fourth  in40  days;  the  balance,  wtMtalf'rt  | 
was  payable  by  instslmeuta  of  S,  S,  and4yeBi:  : 
and  the  forfeiture  of  the  laud  was  tbe  dediR" 
penalty  of  non-payment. 

By  the  act  of  2Stb  March,  1804,  M  iMttW 
was  to  be  charged  upon  instalmenls  for  ftW 
purchases,  if  punctually  paid,  and  tbia  F**^ 
vision,  in  favor  of  tbe  purchaser,  was  extanW 
to  those  whose  instalments  should  becaoe  M 
before  the  following  October. 

Under  this  liberal  system,  yielding  to  I" 
Government  but  little  more  than  the  '>*f**S 
expenses  of  surveying  the  lands,  B*'PP*''^''f? 
various  Umd  offices,  and  providing  for  the  1* 


_. landed  title,  a  debt  i 

prior  to  the  year  1820,  from  the  pnteha««» 
the  United  States,  anKKuUng  to  twsKtT*** 
millions  of  doUan. 
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B«fore  tiiM  time  T«p«at«d  iadtilgeiMMf  bad 
been  granted,  ezt«ndiiig  the  tiotei  M  pBTment, 
preventing  tha  forfeitorM  which  wonld  havo 
•Acnied,  uid,  tn  nuaerovB  tBEtanoea,  alloving 
a  re-entry,  or  a  Be7  pnrdiMe  of  lands,  im- 
prored  aad  forfeited  to  tb»  GoTemmant  upon 
the  termi  of  tiie  original  nondiMe.  Ko  le» 
tiian  liz  BrOlH  were  passed  from  the  jear  1813 
to  18S0,  to  snspend  the  forfsitHrt  and  sale  of 
tbe  taiMH  tbna  pnrohased.  The  eTil,  however, 
had  swelled  bejond  the  reaoh  of  palliatives.  A 
debt  of  33  niUioDi  of  doUors  exceeded  the  abil- 
\tj,  blighted  the  proapeota,  axA  deadened  tb« 
eneigiefl  of  the  BtatM  b^  whom  It  was  dne. 
Had  the  law  bean  enforood,  and  payment  In- 
flftiablf  exacted,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lands 
thus  pnrehased  and  improYed,  would  hare  been 
forfeited  to  the  TJuioti,  and  many  an  honest 
yeoman  would  have  been  compelled  to  relin- 
qnish  to  more  fortunate  strangers  those  woods 
and  lawns  which  he  vainly  hoped  would  be  the 
■olace  of  his  declining  years.  To  prevent  this 
calamity,  the  QoTemment  interposed,  and  by 
an  act  of  liberality  having  few  parallels  In  his- 
tarj,  arrested  the  forfeitures;  aathoriwd  the 
relinqntahment  of  lands  for  which  the  pnr- 
ohgsera  were  unable  to  pay ;  and  the  qiplica- 
tion  of  whatever  soma  had  been  pud  to  the 
payment  of  so  mnoh  only  os  they  thought  prop- 
er to  rMain ;  cancelled  the  aocnmulated  Inb^ 
eat ;  eitended  the  term  of  credit  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  lands  retained ;  and  by  a  snbseqnent 
act  passed  in  18it4,  consented  to  receive  as  a 
fuli  paytnent  for  these  lands,  less  than  Ueo- 
third*  of  the  amonnt  actually  dne.  Nor  waa 
this  all:  by  the  BctoflSSl, the  price  ofthe  lands 
was  redooed  traia  two  doUara  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents;  and  he  who  had  snrrendered 
lands  purchased  at  the  highest  snm  was  enabled 
to  re-«nler  the  nune  lands,  if  not  sold  at  public 
Bales,  at  the  reduced  price.  8Ir,  said  Hr.  Y. 
B.,  by  the  beet  estimate  that  I  am  able  to  mafce 
OQ  r^erring  to  the  only  docinnenta  within  my 
reach,  this  donation  to  the  pnrchasere  of  pnblto 
lands  coatd  not  have  been  leas  than  wMn  mil- 


amonnt  fa  not  mat«riai  to  the  elnotdation  cf  the 
principle  from  which  it  flowed ;  and  in  consid- 
ering its  valae,  who,  that  can  east  his  eyes 
upon  those  extensive  regions,  where  tranquil- 
lity has  encoeeded  to  disquletode,  and  prosper- 
ity to  min,  will  attempt  to  estimate  it  by  the 
a^e  of  dollars  and  cents  T 

It  appews,  then,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  that  it  has 
not  been  the  practice  of  the  GovBrnment  to  act 
-the  part  irf  Shyloek  with  its  citiEcns ;  and  Qod 
forbid  that  it  should  make  its  d^ut,  on  the 
present  txwBsion,  not  so  much  in  the  obaracter 
of  a  mercUeas  creditor,  as  a  reluctant,  though 
wealthy,  debtor;  withholding  the  mented  pit- 
tance from  those  to  whose  noble  daring  and 
imrivalled  fortttnde,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  judgment  on  their  eliums; 
and  manifteting  more  sensibility  for  the  pnr- 
choaerB  of  oar  laoda  than  for  those  by  whoae 


bravery  they  ware  won ;  and  bnt  fbr  whoa* 
aehieremMita,  theae  very  pnrohaaen,  itmtead  Ot 
being  the  pr<^«U>ri  of  thur  aoil,  and  the  dt- 
ieens  of  free  and  aovereign  8tat«a,  might  now 
be  the  miserable  vassals  of  soma  wortmess  Gb- 
vorita  of  arbitrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  lil>eral  to  the  Revoln- 
tionary  officers  than  to  other  classes  of  the  con^ 
mnnity,  let  ns  at  least  testify  our  gratitude  bj 
relieving  their  sufferings,  and  returning  a  por- 
tion of  those  immense  gains  which  have  been 
the  glorious  frtdts  of  their  toil,  and  of  their 
blood. 

Such,  said  Hr.  Y.  B.,  would,  in  his  JodgmMiti 
be  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  had  the  Got- 
ermnent  relieved  itself  trans  all  fiirther  liabilil7 
by  the  most  ample  and  nneiceptionabla  per- 
formance of  its  stipulations.  How  much 
stronger,  then,  will  be  their  appeal  to  your 
justice,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  yon  have  no 
right  to  orge  this  act  of  commutation  aa  a  com- 
plete fulfilment  of  your  promise  f  The  act  ol 
eommntation  is  impeached  by  the  petitioners 
— first,  on  account  of  the  means  by  which  ik 
was  effected ;  and,  seoondly,  because  the  stipu- 
lations of  that  act  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

The  petitioners  with  reason  complained  that 
without  ever  having  oonsenttid  to  be  I>0Dnd  by 
the  acts  of  their  brother  officers,  their  personal 
riffhts  were  made  to  depend  upon  the  decision 
of  the  lines,  and  not  upon  their  own  indiiridua] 
assent.  This  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  fact 
Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  ofBcers  of  the 
lines,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen. 
Washington ;  and  six  months  to  those  of  the 
tonthern  army,  to  give  their  assent  to  the  com- 
promise. It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  of  • 
the  southern  army  ever  gave  their  assent  In- 
deed, it  is  stated  by  adistingnished  Revolution- 
ai7  officer  on  this  floor,  (Gen.  S.  8urr&,)  that 
they  never  did.  It  does  not  appear  that  there 
ever  was  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  north- 
em  army,  fbr  the  purpose  of  deciding  apon  tb» 
question :  and  it  is  affirmed  that  there  was 
none.  To  asEoma,  then,  that  the  assent  of  each 
individual  was  ^ven  under  circumstances  like 
these,  appears  to  my  mind  harsh  and  ni^nst. 
Bat  it  is  alleged,  in  extenuadon,  that  the  com- 
promise was  made  upon  the  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  Let  this  be  admitted  r  did 
the  application  for  a  inst  equivalent  for  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life,  confer  on  Congresi 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  I  Will  it  justify 
the  aUowanoe  of  lees  than  that  to  which  they 
were  entitled)  Will  not  the  eircumstancea, 
under  which  this  opplioation  was  made,  present 
a  still  stronger  appeal  to  your  liberality,  if  not 
your  gratitude  1  Look,  said  Ur.  Y.  B.,  at  the 
acts  of  theae  brave  and  high-minded  men,  in 
whatever  light  yoo  please ;  examine  thur  con* 
duct  by  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  you  will  aU 
ways  And  them  exhibiting  the  purest  principles 
and  the  most  elevated  patriotism.  The  half 
pay  establishment  fbr  life,  waa,  at  tiiat  time^ 
considered  by  the  ardent  advocates  fbr  liberty, 
aa  leading  to  the  formation  of  an  aiistooratie 


body,  and  therefore,  sDbvemve  (rf  the  principlea 
of  ^e  revolntioD.  An  intimfttion  like  thiB,  in 
the  infancy  of  oar  inatitntionB,  bowerer  groood- 
lesa  in  itself^  was  snfficient  to  escite  Alarm. 
The  dangen  of  the  past  were  overlooked  in  the 
apprehensions  fur  tlie  future ;  the  measure  was 
reprobated,  and  Qtmo  ineritorions  officers  be- 
came the  objects  of  anfonnded  jealousy.  To 
qniet  tlieae  nnreaaonsble  fears,  the  petitioners 
expressed  their  villingness  to  wuve  the  literal 
folSlmentof  the  promise  which  had  been  given: 
to  remove  the  canie  which  could  have  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of  their 
ftllow -citizens :  to  surrender  the  boon  they  had 
to  dearly  purchased ;  anil,  in  addition  to  all 
that  they  bad  done,  and  to  all  that  they  bad  suf- 
fered, to  offer  np  their  future  prospects  upon 
the  altar  of  their  conntry.  And  could  any 
thing  be  more  preposterous  than  to  attempt  to 
found  upon  an  act,  originating  in  motives  like 
these,  the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  com- 
mutation t  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officera 
received  the  commutation  certificates,  and,  by 
doing  BO,  must  be  presumed  to  have  ssseoted  to 
their  being  considered  a  iiill  satisfaction  of  their 
demands.  This  inference  was,  in  his  opinion, 
removed  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  under 
which  the  certificates  were  pven.  These  cir- 
Gumstances,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  ore  not  unworthy 
of  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  Senate.  Pre- 
vious l4>  October,  1T8S,  and  fmbsequent  to  the 
time  when  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles of  peace  was  known  to  the  army,  frequent 
applicaUons  had  been  made,  in  their  beh£U^  to 
Congress,  for  an  ad^nstmeut  of  accounts,  tuid 

Sayment  of  the  large  arrearages  which  were 
ne.  TliMe  applications  were  fruitless.  The 
failure  of  the  States  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  Congress,  deprived  that  body  of  the 
means  of  discharging  their  engsgements :  and 
with  a  full  sense  of  the  services  and  privations 
of  the  army,  and  of  the  injustice  they  were 
shout  to  commit,  Congress  were  on  the  point 


Kid  sending  them  neni 

to  their  homes.  Ilie  effect  of  this  anticipated 
measure  upon  minds  sensibly  alive  to  indignity 
and  ii^ury  may  be  eaMly  imagined ; — At  the 
moment  whea  paision  might  have  triumphed 
over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by  an 
anonymous  writer,  on  the  sul^ect  of  their 
vrongs,  with  a  degree  of  oloqneoce  calculated 
to  redeem  If  any  thing  could  redeem,  the 
▼ieious  tendency  of  his  principles.  He  ad- 
monished them  of  the  futility  of  their  com- 
plaints, and  urged  them  by  every  motive  that 
could  be  addressed  to  their  hopes  and  to  their 
fears,  to  change  Oie  ■opplicatory  style  of  a  me- 
morial to  langnage  more  becoming  those  who 
had  the  means  ^  redress  within  their  hands. 
At  that  perilous  moment,  on  the  events  of 
which  were  suspended  the  honor  of  the  Army, 
and  the  fdtore  welfare  of  tiia  oountry,  thetr 
oommauder-in-chief  appeared  amongst  them. 
Ee  conjured  them  to  give  one  more  disdn- 
gniahed  pnxtf  of  tmezompled  patriotism,  pa- 
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tience,  and  virtue;  to  rise  superic 
ooraplicated  sufferings,  and  by  the  dignitf  of 
their  condnct,  pve  posterity  occmon  to  arf, 
when  speaking  of  their  gtorioas  eismple— 
"  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world  hid 
never  seen  the  laat  stage  of  perfection  whidi 
human  nature  is  citable  of  attaining." 

They  listened  to  the  voice  of  thur  bclovtd 
commander,  followed  his  advico,  sarreudend 
their  arms,  and  sunk,  peonitcM,  into  the  rtuki 
of  private  life.  In  the  sncceediDg  month,  tba 
certificates  of  commutation  were  tendca«d,  b; 
the  Paymaster  General,  who  requested  Mtlyn 
acknowledgment  of  their  receipt,  while  in  re- 
lation to  the  final  settlement  certificates  tx 
tbeir  pay,  he  required  a  fUl  discharge  of  tbeir 
demands.  The  certiGcat«s  thtis  tenured,  wen 
accepted,  and  in  almost  every  case,  inmiediildf 
sold,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  most  v- 
gent  neceesitiee  of  nature.  He  asked  the  Sa>- 
ate  whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  people 
to  arail  tbemedves  of  an  acceptance  eztorud 
by  circumstances  like  these ;  and  to  urge  it  ■ 
sufficient  to  bar  the  claims  of  jnstioe,  and  &■ 
vest  their  protectors  in  the  hour  of  danger,  vt 
their  stipulated  reward  t 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  this  commnta&n 
excited  no  diieatiefactioQ  at  the  time ;  that  lti« 
complaints  upon  the  subject  are  of  a  recat 
date,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  thon^t  of  m 
a  plausible  support  to  an  mifonnded  dun. 
The  Senator  from  S.  0.,  (ICr.  Suth,)  who  bH 
been  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  anuM 
the  unpleasant  task  of  zealously  opponng  tbe 
bill  upon  your  table,  has  inquired,  with  natA 
apparent  triumph,  whether  a  single  individul 
could  be  pointed  out  who  had  refdsed  the  nw 
mutation?  He  assured  tlie  worthy  Beattar 
that  he  had  adopted  an  erroneous  impreMoa. 
When  tendered  it  was  received  with  univensl 
discontent,  and  by  the  junior  officers  who  were 
most  likely  to  be  injured,  with  decided  repro- 
bation. Had  an  opportunity  for  inquiry  beoi 
allowed,  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  deog- 
nate  many  who  had  refused.  At  the  moment  H 
could  refer  the  Senator  to  Uejor  Gadsden,  of  bi* 
own  State,  whose  petition  on  the  subject  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate ;  (md  if  rwpe^ 
for  tbe  feeliuge  of  an  honorable  member  bciiin 
him,  did  not  render  it  improper  to  drag  th* 
name  of  his  venerable  father  into  the  deUU, 
he  could  name  another  veteran  soldier  of  tbi 
revolntion,*  the  confidant  t)t  Washington  sw 
the  companion  of  I^f^ette,  who  had  serrtd 
his  conntry  bravely  and  efficiently  throogboit 
the  war,  and  who  reftiaed  to  receive  the  eMt- 
mutatioQ,  because  violating,  in  his  ojNiiica,  H" 
leading  principles  of  the  Revolution,  by  n^ 
jecting  his  property  to  the  decisiMi  a  dm 
whom  he  had  never  antboriied  to  act  in'"' 
name  or  stead.  But,  rir,  said  Hr.  V.  B^  ^^ 
effect  did  tbe  supposed  injustice  of  bis  caanfT 
have  on  this  veteran  soldiM'  t  J)id  it  is  tbi 
least  damp  bis  ardor  in  her  oonse  t    By  no 
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means.  He  belonged  to  a  different  school,  snd 
be  gave  tlie  moat  palpable  proof  of  the  enduring 
qoalit;  of  the  principle  of  that  school  during 
ttie  late  war.  On  learning  the  approach  of 
d&nger  he  repaired  to  this  cit;.  On  the  disas- 
trous day  of  BlaAettthv.rgh,  he  wasfonnd,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  sevent/,  on  horseback,  in  the 
field,  stimnlating  to  exertions,  by  his  example 
«nd  exhortation.  When  the  danger  pressed 
the  hardest  he  waited  on  the  military  com- 
mander of  the  day,  and  solicited  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  safety  of  the  City,  by  being  in- 
tmated  with  the  possession  of  this  capitol,  with 
a  reasonably  force  for  its  defence.  Denied  in 
his  application,  mortifled  and  hnmiliated  by 
the  results  of  the  day,  be  found  his  way  back 
to  his  home  and  the  home  of  his  family,  where 
he  still  lives,  blessed  with  the  esteem  of  his 
feieods,  and  tiie  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Bnt  assnming,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  the  act  of 
eom mutation  was  jost,  in  its  inception,  was  it 
JQSt  in  its  execution  t  On  this  point,  he  thoaght 
there  was  no  room  for  oontnu'iety  of  opinion. 
An  essentia!  difference,  he  observed,  existed 
between  the  claims  for  pay  and  snbststence  of 
the  Army,  and  those  arising  from  the  stipnlation 
of  half  pay  for  life.  The  former  being  payable 
during  the  war,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
finances  were  embarrassed,  were  properly  sub- 
jeot  to  the  depreciation  of  that  period.  But  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life  was  expected  to  sur- 
vive the  perion  of  embarrassment,  and  there- 
fore to  be  payable  in  the  sound  currency  of  the 
ooimtry.  Some  of  the  reasons  which  inclined 
the  officers  to  accept  a  commutation  have  al- 
ready been  noticed.  The  necessity  of  obtuning 
pecuniary  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  paranits,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  in- 
dnoemenL  To  effect  this  object,  it  was  oh- 
vioosly  neoeasary  that  the  eqnivalent  to  bo  re- 
eeived  should  be  promptly  paid  or  adequately 
secnred,  Th6  act  of  commntation  did  neither. 
It  is  surely  not  enongh  to  say  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  prescribed  mat  the  commuta- 
tion of  five  years'  fnll  pay,  should  be  paid  in  se- 
ooriciea,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  paper,  ab- 
solutely worthless,  was  the  security  intended. 
Can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  that  Congress 
meant  to  deceive  their  brave  defenders,  by 
bidding  out  a  "  promise  to  the  ear,"  only  "  to 
break  it  to  their  hopes  I "  No,  sir,  they  meant 
what  they  expressed,  that  the  aecnrities  shontd 
be  real,  and  not  nominal ;  their  repeat«d  and 
earnest  reqnintions  npon  the  States  prove  their 
intention ;  and  nothing  bnt  the  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  Goremment^  and  the  failure  of  thp 
States  to  comply  with  Uie  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress— an  excuse  fortunately  not  in  our  power 
to  plead — prevented  that  venerated  body  from 
redeeming  their  engagements.  But  though  the 
depreciation  which  fuUowed  was  not  attribu- 
table to  Oongresa,  its  effect  upon  the  ofSccrs 
was  not  the  less  fatal.  Necessity,  that  waits 
not  for  times  or  seasons,  compelled  too  many 
to  carry  their  certificates  tnto  market,  and  the 
■mount  which  they  produced  served  hut  to 


realize  the  destruction  of  all  their  hopes.  Tho 
few  who  retained  them  until  ITfll,  experienced  a 
lots  not  less  severe  than  unexpeoted.  It  has  al- 
ready been  stated  that,  by  the  operation  of  the 
funding  system,  one-third  of  the  amonnt  whicb 
the  commutation  certificateH  declared  to  be  due 
was  deducted  by  the  QovernmenL  The  reason 
alleged  for  a  measure  apparently  so  destrnctire 
of  public  confidence,  and  individual  righta,  waa 
the  well-known  fact,  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  were  held  by  speculators  who  had  pur* 
chased  them  at  an  inconsiderable  price.  Mr. 
Madison,  it  ia  true,  endeavored  to  exempt  the 
certificates  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  from  thia 
deduction ;  but  having  failed  in  his  attempt, 
the  least  necessitous  of  the  officers  were  doom- 
ed to  experience  a  diminntioa  of  their  already 
insufficient  oom  mutation. 

Thia  act  of  commutation,  therefore,  b  clearly 
liable  to  the  objection  : 

let.  Of  not  being  a  just  equivalent  for  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life. 

2dly.  Of  having  been  eflteted  under  eiroum- 
stances,  and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which 
deprive  it  of  all  obligatory  force,  and  entitle 
the  officers  to  liberality  instead  of  rigor. 


Int«rp»sed  to  the  claims  of  tiie  petitioners  than 
Jhose  to  which  he  had  alluded,  fortified  as 
tbey  are,  by  facte  not  susceptible  of  miscon- 
struction, and  resting  upon  uie  plain  and  im- 
mutable principles  of  justice,  no  doubt  oonld 
be  entertained  of  your  nvorable  decision.  But 
he  was  apprehensive  that  other  considerationa 
would  have  their  influence :  that  the  clidma 
of  tlie  petitioners  wonld  be  clouded  by  doners 
in  prospective ;  and,  that  the  fear  of  establish- 
ing a  precedent  by  which  the  door  of  yonr 
treasury  would  be  nnloeked  to  a  crowd  of  ap- 
plicants pleading  their  poverty,  and  urging 
their  misfortunes,  mayinduce  yon,  in  this  cas^ 
to  resist  the  strongest  impuleee  (A  yonr  hearty 
if  not  the  dictates  of  your  Judgments.  Among 
the  different  grounds  upon  which  this  appre- 
hen»on  is  founded,  a  leading  one,  ha  said.  Is, 
"  That  the  bill  did  not  embrace  the  oases  of 
private  soldiers,  who  mi^ht  also  have  sustained 
mjostice,  and  whose  services  were  not  less  meri- 
torions  than  tiiose  of  the  officers  theroselrea." 

Before  I  proceed,  said  Mr.  V,  B.,  to  consider 
this  objection,  allow  me  to  call  your  attentioa 
to  one  or  two  incidental  remarks.  A  variety 
of  persons,  officers  of  the  army,  who  bod  not 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war— private  soldiers, 
militia  officers,  and  dtizens  who  had  borne  the 
privations  of  that  period,  had  been  successively 
brought  in  review  before  the  Se'nate ;  and  th^ 
losses  and  sufferings,  after  having  been  forcibly 
depicted,  were  nr^  as  a  reason  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

If,  sdd  Mr.  V.  B.,  any  thing  conid  aggravate 
the  injnstice  already  inflicted  upon  tii a  petition- 
ers, it  would  be  an  objection  like  this.  Had 
the  cluma  of  the  persona  allnded  to  been  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  petitioners,  the  argument 
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derived  from  an  eqnalHj  of  right  wonld  be  en- 
titled to  attention ;  bat  if  dissimilar,  let  them 
be  disjoined.  Ihe  allowance  of  tlie  one  caa 
eonstitate  no  ground  for  the  admiraion  of  the 
other;  and  hj  uniting  tbem  together,  jon 
throw  npon  the  petitionera  the  miiifDrtuneg  of 
others,  (misfortunes  for  which  thef  are  in  no 
tense  responsible,)  in  addition  to  their  own. 

Now,  sir,  Bud  Mr,  V.  B.,  it  is  easr  to  de- 
monstrate thai  no  siniilarity  eziBts.  what  is 
the  ol^ect  of  this  bill  I  To  repair  a  wrong  in 
not  having  given  a  jn»t  equivalent  in  satiafao- 
tion  of  a  promise  of  half  paj  for  life.  Do  the 
claims  of  anj  others  rest  n^n  a  basis  like  this ) 
Is  it  alleged  that  an;  sach  or  similar  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  soldier!  Uost  ta- 
■uredlj  not.  If,  then,  no  eimilaritj  eiists,  an 
attempt  to  conjieot  them  would  be  plainlj' 
onjnst. 

I  am  aware,  aald  Ur.  Y.  B.,  of  the  imposing 
dbaraoter  of  the  argoment  tbett  has  been  nrgeu 
in  favor  of  the  diiTms  of  the  common  soldier. 
In  a  Government  like  onra,  appeals  in  their 
favor  cannot  be  made  without  effect.  They 
derive  their  force  from  that  all-pervading  jeal- 
tmey  of  power,  wbioh  is  generally  snpposed  to 
be  the  concomitant  of  official  station  and  acci- 
dental elevation.  Althongh  not  insensible  to 
Its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to  complain 
Lits  effect;  and  when  properly  directed  or 
,3titM^Ied,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  the 
■uccessful  operation  of  onr  poUtical  system. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr,  V,  B.,  instead  of  yielding 
our  Judgments  to  favor  on  the  one  hand,  or 
improper  prejudice  on  the  other;  it  became 
our  duty  as  public  men  to  know  no  distinctions 
but  those  of  merit,  and  no  rule  but  that  of  Jus- 
tice. Was  it  troa,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partiality  of  the  Government  had  inclined  to 
the  officer.  In  preference  to  the  soldier  ?  Is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  every 
case  the  former  has  been  treated  with  distrust, 
and  the  latter  with  indulgence)  Upon  what 
can  the  soldiers  predicate  a  claim  for  additions] 

Sensation  t  Upon  the  ground  of  the  de- 
ition,  and  no  other.  The  losses  of  the 
.  -Boers,  on  this  account,  were  as  much  greater 
than  ftoee  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative  differ- 
ence of  their  pay;  and  yet  this  bill  contjuns 
no  provision  in  their  favur  npon  that  subject. 
This,  then,  can  fbrm  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
pped allowanoe.  But,  sir,  in  relation  to  the 
relative  condition  of  the  officer  and  soldier 
when  they  entered  the  service,  Qeneral  Waah- 
bigton  informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  States, 
contained  in  the  book  which  I  hold  in  my 
band,  that  the  private  soldiers  bad  this  signal 
advantage  over  the  officers.  They  received  at 
the  time  of  enlistment,  from  the  States  by 
which  they  were  raised,  a  bounty  of  &om  two 
to  three  hnndred  dolliffs,  in  oood  money,  or 
provision  for  their  families.  No  such  advances 
were  received  by  the  officers.  What,  sir,  sud 
Kr.  V.  B.,  has  been  the  snbsequent  conduct  of 
the  Government?  The  average  pay  of  the 
dfficen,  oaloolaUog  from  a  colonel  downwards, 


was  forty  dollars  per  month.  That  of  tin 
soldier  was  six  dollars  and  a  quarter. 

Kow,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  sHow- 
anoa  to  officers  and  soldiers,  reduced  to  pov- 
erty, was,  for  tiie  officers,  twenty  dollara  pa 
month,  and  for  the  soldiers  eight  dollars  per 
month.  Giving  to  the  officer  leas  than  half 
pay,  and  to  the  soldier  more  than  foil  ptj. 
So,  said  he,  would  it  ever  be.  Whateier 
mi^t  be  the  declamatory  appeals  upoD  tlitt 
subject,  there  no  danger  that  the  partiality  if 
Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  for  the 
officer,  to  the  exclnsion  of  the  &ir  daimaof 
the  soldier.  To  prevent  misapprehension,  uid 
Mr.  V.  B.,  I  will  proceed  further.  I  bsTS 
Bud,  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  feeling 
which  had  been  so  strongly  pressed  into  tbe 
argument  As  an  evidence  of  the  sinMritj 
with  which  he  spoke,  he  expreaeed  his  williDg- 
ness  to  adopt  any  measure  in  favor  of  the  HOt 
dier,  that  the  ^ntlemcn  opposed  to  him  oonid 
reasonably  desire.  Most  of  the  soldiers,  e^ 
Mr.  V.  B.,  had  been  placed  upon  the  pemioa 
list.  The  limited  number  who  bad  not,  must 
avera^  seventy  years  of  age.  Let,  sud  ]a, 
a  section  be  prepared,  placing  all  who  had  en- 
listed for  the  war,  upon  the  pendon  list,  tl 
eight  dollars  per  mouth,  without  reqsiriiig 
evidence  of  poverty.  For  a  measure  like  tbi^ 
he  would  readily  vote ;  if  even  more  not 
proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deliberate  sUen- 
tion,  and,  if  posuble,  his  concarreoce.  Frufi 
might  be  practised ;  but  they  would,  of  nectt- 
sity,  be  of  short  duration.  Even  now,  tk 
expense  would  not  be  felt;  in  a  few  yeirsit 
would  cease  to  be  remembered ;  while  ibe 
fame  that  would  attend  it,  would  constitute 
one  of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  poeteri^ 
that  can  be  left  behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  opposing  the  bill  beciaseit 
contains  no  provision  for  the  soldier,  might  lie 
not  with  some  propriety  ask  of  geotlemeu  la 

Sropose  a  remedy  for  the  defect,  and  not  cen- 
emn  for  omission,  whilst  making  no  effort  to 
have  that  omisnon  supplied  t 

Another  cause  of  apprehension  frtmi  this  toB. 
_  nprecedent,  arises  irom  the  supposition Ibtt 
if  it  be  intended  to  provide  for  losses  incnrred 
by  the  depreciation  of  commutation  certificstev 
the  Government  will  be  bonnd  to  oomDannte 
for  similar  losses,  whether  incurred  Dy  tke 
army  or  the  public  creditors.  These  fesn,  uid 
Mr.  y.  B.,  I  consider  visionary.  The  bill  doe) 
not  propose  a  compensation  on  account  of  i^ 
preciation.  This  woold  be  impracticable,  be- 
cause no  data  could  be  obtained  by  which  >^ 
estimate  could  be  formed  to  justify  a  legisUdn 
act.  The  depreciation  of  the  commntstiDii 
certificates  has  been  referred  to  scdely  for  lit* 
puri>ose  of  enforcing  the  equity  of  a  daio 
originating  in  a  contract,  never  satisfied  by  tlit 
act  of  commutation,  bat  ttom  which  ^ou  sn 
legally  absolved  by  the  acta  of  UmitatiiX). 
Cntil  the  soldiers  con  plead  a  dmilsr  conlr*ci| 
and  the  equitable  considerations  which  the  ofi- 
oers  have  urged,  they  can  have  no  right  U 
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i>l«oe  their  cUimH  on  ta  eqntl  footinc.  Still 
em,  sir,  said  l£r.  V.  B.,  oaa  it  be  taid  Uiat  thia 
bill  vill  afford  a  pretazt  for  reviviog  the  dor- 
mant cisima  of  the  pnbtio  orftditon.  Their 
ewe  is  widely  different  from  that  of  either  the 
officers  or  the  soldiers.  While  the  paj  of  the 
Army  was  fixed  and  stationary,  its  actual  valne 
was  reduced  by  the  depreciation  of  onrrenoy, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  receive  at  par. 
But  the  supptiera  of  the  army,  the  gre&t  maia 
of  public  creditors,  regulated  their  contracts 
by  the  flnctuations  in  which  they  expected  to 
be  paid,  and  the  prices  demanded  bore  an  exact 
proportion  to  its  depreciation  in  msrliet. 

It  has  been  nrged,  too,  as  an  objection,  that 
provision  had  not  been  nude  for  the  officers 
who  did  not  serve  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
for  the  militia.  It  was  anfficienC  to  aay  that 
with  them  the  Government  had  entered  into 
no  SQoh  engagement.  The  survivina  officers 
of  the  revolation  who  bad  been  caUed  ftaia 
service  before  the  end  of  the  war,  generally  by 
pnblic  ooDBiderations,  wonld  not,  .be  was  per- 
suaded, repine  at  the  sncoass  of  their  brethren 
in  arms,  or  make  it  the  basis  of  unfounded 
oomploint.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  venerable 
and  worthy  Senator  before  me,  (Gen.  8.  Smith,) 
fcbat  this  bill  will  not  embrace  his  case,  for  the 
reasons  he  has  ^ven.  Who  wou]d  have  more 
cause  to  complam  than  he,  if,  indeed,  any  cause 
conld  be  found  in  the  measure  proposed?  Of 
his  conduct  and  services  in  two  wars,  it  would 
be  snperfluons  to  speak.  They  are  familiar  to 
ns  all;  and  he  wished  be  conld  add,  bad  been 
as  wdl  ^predated  by  the  Union  as  by  the 
State  whose  interests  he  had  promoted  in  peaoe, 
snd  whose  safety  be  bad  defended  In  war. 
The  solicitude  wbieb  he  hod  manifested  for  the 
friends  of  his  youth,  and  his  oompaoioDs  in 
douMT,  must  have  awakened  the  secsibiiitiee 
of  those  who  witnessed  it ;  while  hia  zealous, 
though  disinterested  support  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  constituted  a  convintung  proof  that 
it  would  be  viewed  by  others,  who  might  be 
exdnded  from  its  provisions,  with  equal  satis- 

The  lost,  and,  to  bis  mind,  the  strongest 
obiiection  against  the  passage  of  thia  bill,  was 
its  making  no  provision  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  deceased  officers,  who  were  entitled 
to  half  pay.  By  whom,  sir,  sud  Mr.  V.  B., 
bad  this  objection  been  adduced  T  By  the 
parties  themselvee)  No,  ur;  by  those  who 
bsve  had  no  conference  with  the  parties.  Do 
tbey  advocate  the  olums  of  the  heirs  and  wid- 
ows because  tbey  have  heretofbre  been  impor- 
tnnate  for  relief !  No,  sir ;  from  the  first  agita- 
tion of  this  question  in  1610,  to  the  present 
moment,  he  was  aothorised,  be  believed,  to  say, 
that  not  a  single  petition  bad  been  presented 
in  their  behalf  Sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  we  resist 
the  claims  of  the  living  by  eiorcidng  the 
spirits  of  the  dead.    The  gentleman  from  Geor- 


It  has  been  asked  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  whether  a  powtive  debt,  a  vested 
interest,  does  not  descend  to  the  beir,  and 
whether  a  Govemtnent,  any  more  than  an  in- 
dividual, is  discharged  by  the  death  of  ita 
creditor  I  The  objection  thus  presented  ia 
plausible  in  ita  appearance,  but  ne  was  per- 
suaded, easily  surmounted.  He  had  already, 
in  bis  opinion,  given  a  satisfactory  answer. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  charac- 
ter of  the  claim,  it  could  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  legally  biuding  on  the  Government.  It 
was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitationa — a 
measure  scmetbnea  harsh,  but  not  the  less 
founded  in  policy  and  justice.  This  shield,  in- 
terposed by  the  Government  for  jnstifiableend^ 
might  be  removed,  at  the  option  of  the  Govern- 
ment, only  in  the  cases  which  policy  and  Justice 
might  demand.  It  has  a  perfect  right  to  per- 
mit it  to  operate  upon  the  officers,  their  wid* 
ows,  or  th^  heirs — and  neither  might,  in 
strictness,  have  a  legal  ground  of  compl^t. 
I  have  endeavored,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  to  show 
that  eijuity  requires,  and  policy  does  not  forbid 
the  ollowftuce  proposed  for  the  surviving  offi- 
cers. The  claims  of  the  widows  stood,  in  hk 
opinion,  on  a  different  foundation.  But  be 
should  not  be  willing,  for  one,  to  oppose  them. 
Their  num1>er  must  be  small ;  not  half  as  great, 
in  all  probability,  as  that  of  surviving  ofBcers; 
say  one  hundred  at  the  outside.  Give  them  a 
.gratoity  of  one  or  two  tbousand  duUsra  each; 
and  if  necessary,  deduct  it  from  the  sum  yoa 
would  otherwise  give  to  the  surviving  officers, 
Tbey,  be  was  well  assured,  would  not  utter  a 
complaint  On  the  controtT-,  the  value  of  what 
they  received,  would  be  doubly  enhanced  by 
the  cause  of  the  deduction.  The  supposed 
claims  of  the  heirs  could  not  be  presented  to 
your  attention  with  equal  force.  Of  the  two 
thousand  fonr  hundred  and  eighty  officers  of 
the  revolution,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  ore  no  more.  Their  temporal  intereeto, 
whatever  tbey  were,  have  been  distributed,  in 
many  cases,  among  successive  generations. 
To  OBOertun  and  distribnte  the  respective 
shores  to  which  the  heirs  would  be  entitied, 
of  the  sntall  amount  now  propoeed  to  be  given, 
If  not  wholly  impracticable,  would  involve  an 
expense  tbst  would  consume  the  means  of  your 
bounty ;  and  without  being  prodnclJve  of  enb- 
stanlial  benefit,  your  resources  would  be  ez- 
baoated.  But,  said  be,  these  are  consideraUtHU 
of  an  inferior  character,  founded  on  expedieooy 
only.  Your  rettasol  t«  gruit  to  the  heirs,  may 
be  placed  on  the  bigbest  ground  of  principle. 
Whatever  you  now  do  in  favor  of  the  officer, 
most  be  voluntary,  proceeding  from  your  liber- 
ality and  gratitude.  All  other  obligadona 
have  been  cut  oS  by  time.  All  yonr  endow* 
menta  springing  from  such  motives,  being  for 
the  reward  of  'personal  services,  may  with  pro- 
priety be  confined  to  those  by  whom  those  ser- 
vice* were  rendered.  This,  said  he,  is  not  a 
new  prindple  in  yonr  legislation.  It  lies  at 
the  £>Qndation  of  the  act  of  1818,  providing^ 


not  for  the  heirs,  but  oert^a  portiona  of  the 
revalatioDar;  offlc«r8  and  soldiers,  by  the  opers' 
tion  of  which,  millions  have  in  hiB  o^imion 
been  beneficiftllf  applied.  It  was  called  indeed 
a  pension  act,  but  with  no  more  propriety, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of  the 
GoTemjnent,  than  the  bil]  upon  joor  table. 

What,  according  to  these  principles,  are  the 
groonds  upon  which  pensions  have  been  pant- 
ed? They  were,  exclnsively,  disability  pro- 
dnced  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  public 
■ervioe,  and  half  pay  for  a  limited  time  ta  the 
widow  and  infant  children  of  those  who  had* 
fallen  in  action.  Bince  the  date  of  oar  inde- 
pendence, these  only  hare  been  the  legal  and 
Appropriate  canses  for  being  placed  on  the  list  of 
pensioners.  The  annual  allowance  to  a  limited 
nninber  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  by  the  act  of  1818,  was  fonnd- 
«d  on  no  sncb  consideration,  otherwise  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deceased  officers 
and  soldiers  would  have  been  as  mach  entitled 
to  your  bonnty  as  they  can  be  now.  They 
did  not  receive  it ;  and  the  only  Justifiable  rea- 
son which  oonld  then  have  been  given,  was  the 
one  which  may  now  be  assigned.  Yoa  had 
a  right  to  make  your  donation  personal.  You 
had  a  right  to  enlarge  or  contract  the  circle 
of  your  beneficence,  according  to  Tonr  own 
Tiews  of  the  state  of  your  treasury,  the  exigen- 
ces of  society,  and  the  claims  of  humanity. 
Among  the  most  powerfhl  motives  for  its  adop- 
tion, was  the  desire  to  rescue  the  country  from 
the  reproach  of  seeing  those  to  whom  it  was 
indebted  for  its  liberties,  thrown,  in  the  even- 
ing of  their  days,  amidst  the  prosperity  tbey 
had  been  instrDmentol  in  producing,  apon  tlie 
cold  charities  of  an  nnfeeling  world.  It  was 
to  ^event  the  vivid  and  heart-rending  picture 
of  Koman  ingratitude,  which,  though  the  in- 
vention of  modem  days,  has  so  long  interested 
the  world,  from  beinz  only  descriptive  of  real 
life  in  the  streets  of  this  proad  capital. 

Mr.  V.  B.  smd  he  would  say  nothing  as  to 
the  amount.  Full  justice  bad  already  been 
done  to  that  subject.  The  general  object  was 
to  make  up,  in  part,  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
officers,  ont  of  the  profits  made  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  by  thesuccessfolreeultof  its  compromise 
vith  them.  Let  ua,  therefore,  sud  he,  pass  the 
bill  upon  your  table.  Let  this  body  have  the 
credit  of  ori^inatjng  it.  Let  no  narrow  or 
veak  views  impede  onr  course.  No  matter 
where  these  honorable  and  patriotic  taen  are 
from ;  whether  ftota  the  North  or  the  Sonth, 
the  East  or  the  West;  whether  from  the  old 
States  or  the  new.  In  every  Stato  where  the 
blessings  of  a  free  Goremmeat  are  enjoyed, 
there  they  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  habita- 
tion, that  could  not  f^  to  work  its  way  to  the 
hearts  of  their  fellow  citisens.  It  was  true,  he 
aaid,  that  by  the  list  submitted,  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  of  the  officers  resided  in  seven 
of  the  new  States,  and  he  was  not  sorry  for  It. 
If  he  were  not  deceived  in  the  character  as 
well  of  the  people  of  those  States,  aa  of  their 
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representatives  on  that  floor,  they  would  re- 
joice that  an  opportunity  was  thus  presented 
to  evince  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
revolution,  and  their  gratitude  for  the  services 
of  those  who  fought  our  battles  in  that  day, 
without  even  a  suspicion  of  a  selfish  or  local 
object.  This  will  be  the  more  gratifjing  to 
them,  because  it  was  not  their  good  foriunei,  as 
Btotea,  to  be  in  a  situation  to  take  part  in  that 
great  struggle,  out  of  which  grew  this  mielily 
empire,  and  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  that  we  now  so  pre-eminentlj 
eqjoy.  Ue  had  not  a  doubt  that  all  that  re- 
mained for  them  to  do,  they  would  do  well. 
If  evidence  of  the  fact  were  wanting,  he  had 
only  to  allude  to  the  small  bat  patriotic  State 
of  Dllnoia,  which  alone  bad  instmcted  her 
representatives  on  that  floor,  upon  the  sutgect 
under  consideration,  in  a  spirit  reflecting  xtpoa 
herself  the  highest  credit,  and  affording  the 
most  flattering  presage  of  her  future  greatness. 
Ut,  V.  B.  said  that  he  was  distressed  by  the 
consciousness  that  he  hod  already  tresf^ssed 
too  much  upon  the  kind  indolgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. In  any  other  case  be  would  have  oon- 
sidered  it  reprehensible  to  have  done  so.  He 
would  therefore  (although  there  were  yet 
many  considerations  which  he  intended  to 
have  urged)  draw  his  observations  to  a  close. 
There  was,  however,  one  point  upon  which  be 
felt  too  much  solicitude  to  snS'er  it  to  pass  nn- 
notioed.  If  by  day  one  he  had  been  under- 
stood as  casting  aught  of  censure  or  reproach 
upon  the  old  Congress,  he  desired  to  correct  so 
erroneous  an  impression.  He  could  not  indeed 
have  done  so  consistently  with  hla  own  long- 
cherished  opinions.  On  the  contrary,  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  world  ever  witnessed,  or  ever 
again  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  patriotic 
or  enlightened.  He  would  not  believe  that  it 
was  in  their  nature  to  be  indifibrent  to  the  just 
claims  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  Tbe  quee- 
tion.  with'  them  was  not  what  they  would,  but 
what  they  could  do.  The  embarrassnients 
npder  which  they  had  labored  from  want  of 
power,  and  the  backwardness  of  the  States 
who  themselves  were  straggling  against  the 
exhausting  effects  of  a  cruel,  bloody,  and  pro- 
tracted war,  were  known  to  all.  As  little  did 
he  wish  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  couDsels  of 
the  nation.  Every  thing  conid  not  be  done  at 
once.  Uuch  had  been  done  under  the  present 
constitution,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  justice,  and 
vindicate  the  charact«r  of  the  republic.  It  is 
our  good  fortune  that  something  still  remains 
for  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it,  yon 
will  go  beyond  the  wishes  of  your  eonstitnraits 


not  the  preeumption  to  suppose  that  they  were 
more  Just  or  pnblic-spirited  than  their  neigh- 
bors-'for  them  he  conld  say,  with  confidence, 
that,  having  some  share  in  the  national  fnnd^ 
and  contributing  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their 
amount,  they  would  willingly  pour  them  ou^ 
like    water,  ia  &  caoso  m  lighteoas.    With 
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tiiem,  a  million  more  or  leaa  of  pnblio  debt, 
oompored  with  the  pre«erration  of  the  publio 
fiuth,  would  be  as  nothing.  He  gloried  m  the 
eoDBoioQsnesa  th&t  he  was  the  representatiTe 
of  a  peo^e  ioflaenoed  hr  such  elevated  senti- 
mentB.  Ereiy  day,  said  he,  makes  the  remnant 
of  this  band  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the 
American  people.  When  that  period  arrives — 
Which  a  m^oritf  of  the  Senate  maj  expect  to 
cee — when  the  last  of  the  officer*  of  the  Revo- 
tntionarj  arm^  shall  be  called  horn  time  to 
eternity,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  keen  regret 
and  sefr  reproach,  i^  apon  a  review  of  the  past^ 
It  shall  Appear  that  any  thing  was  omitted  that 
onght  to  have  been  done  to  smooth  their  pa»- 
Mge  to  the  tomb. 

One  word  more,  and  he  bad  done.  The 
Senator  from  JWn^  (Mr.  OaiNcLm,}  who, 
Blthongh  he  had  lost  his  father  in  the  strnggle, 
had  felt  it  to  be  hia  duty  (and  there  was  no 
man,  he  believed,  who  more  implioitlj  followed 
his  sense  of  duty)  to  oppose  the  bill,  had,  with 
his  characteriatio  shrewdness  and  pertinency, 
asked — did  General  Washington,  whilst  at  the 
head  of  Government,  ever  recommend  this  to 
the  notice  of  Oonoress!  The  worthy  Senator 
well  knew  what  the  answer  must  be,  and  the 
train  of  reflections  it  would  give  rise  to.  Gen- 
mal  Washington  did  not — but  why!  Before 
and  after  the  war,  be  spared  no  pains  to  make 
the  States  sensible  of  what  was  due  to  the 
o£Qcera  on  this  very  point.  His  letters  have 
been  read.  He  urged  them  by  all  the  con- 
siderations  that  belonged  to  the  subject,  to  act 
efficiently  for  their  relief.  He  failed.  Atler 
he  came  into  the  Government,  the  officers 
themselves  evinced  no  disposition  to  revive  their 
claims,  and  it  certainly  would  not  have  become 
him  to  be  the  first  to  bring  them  forward.  It 
is  not  diSoolt  to  conceive  why  the  officers 
ware,  at  that  day,  willing  to  avoid  all  applica- 
tions forpecuniaiy  aid.  New  prospects  opened 
— they  were  probahly  not  exempt  from  those 
feelings  of  ambition  and  hope  of  preferment, 
which  actuate  mankind.  They  have  ont-lived 
them,  and  thej  bnmbly  ask  for  Justice.  .But, 
^,  what  was  the  language  of  uie  Father  of 
tus  Country^  when  the  sabject  was  an  open 
one!  In  his  cironlar  of  June,  1783,  to  the 
Govemon  of  the  States,  ho  said  : — "The  pro- 
viaiou  of  half  pay  for  life,  as  promised  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  was  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation offered  at  a  time  when  Congress  had 
nothing  else  to  give  to  the  officers  for  services 
then  to  be  performed ;  it  was  the  price  of  their 
Mood  and  yonr  ijtdepertdoiee,  tnA  as  a  debt  of 
honor,  it  can  never  be  cancelled  until  it  be 
&irl7  diaoha^ed." 

One  qnestion,  ai^d  Ifr.  T.  B.,  and  I  have 
done.    Ess  it  been  fairly  discharged ) 

Mr.  Parris  was  disposed,  he  said,  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  with  the  understanding 
that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  renew 
it.  While  up,  he  would  remark  that  it  woa 
tme  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  piud ;  bat  there  ai«  many  who  hare  not 
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been  paid,  and  who  never  will  be  paid,  unless 
they  are  paid  now,  side  by  side  with  their  offi- 
cers. It  is  the  officers  alone  who  have  kept 
the  claims  of  the  soldiers  alive.  The  soldiers 
cannot  meet  in  conventions,  issue  circulars, 
frame  memorials,  and  g«t  np  all  the  necessary 
machinery  for  acting  on  tbe  public  sympathy. 
If  they  do  not  succeed  with  the  officers,  their 
cl^ms  are  lost.  He  withdrew  his  motion,  but 
should  renew  it  when  the  question  had  been 
taken  on  the  bill  as  reported. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filling  the 
blank  with  11,100,000. 

Ur.  BvooLES  could  not  vote,  he  said,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers. 
He  thought,  also,  that  those  officers  who,  on 
the  first  alarm  of  war,  left  the  plong-h  for  th« 
ranks,  were  as  well  entitled  to  remuneration  as 
the  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  wv. 

Mr.  SxTTH,  of  Maryland,  was,  he  sud,  one  of 
those  officers  who  entered  the  Army  at  an  early 
period,  and  resigned  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had,  toerefore,  no  claim,  and  never 
had  advanced  any.  None  who  left  the  Army 
before  the  close  of  the  war  can  have  any  claim. 
In  the  year  1TT8,  General  Washington  address* 
ed  Congress  on  the  state  <rf  the  Army,  which 
waaneardiasolutitm.  In  1TT9,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers resigned ;  and  to  prevent  m<Hre  from  re- 
signing, the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No  Dn«^ 
then,  who  resigned  before  tbe  close  of  the  war, 
can  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  from  the  provi- 
sicma  of  that  act. 

ToBSDAT,  January  29. 
fiurcjejn^  Qgieen  of  the  Eetieliitvm. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several  surviv- 
ing Officers  of  the  Bevolntionary  Army,  was 

The  question  being  on  filling  the  blank  in  the 
bill  with  1,100,000  dollars- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  He  was 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  bnt  was 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  any 
circumstances,  and  would  ask  tbe  indnlgence  tn 
the  Senate  while  he  offered  some  of  the  reasons 
upon  which  he  grounded  that  opposition.  Al- 
thongh  he  was  tar  from  entertaining  any  nn- 
gratefal  feeling  towards  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Rerolntionary  army,  yet  he  could  never 
yield  his  assent  to  the  assertion  that  they  held 
exclusive  claims,  either  upon  the  justice  or 
gratitude  of  this  Government. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  Woodbcbt)  which  reported 
this  bill,  that  there  were  only  880  snrviving 
officers  tx>  provide  for.  To  satisfy  the  claims 
of  these  anrvivora,  it  was  necessary  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  $1,100,000.  At  the  doss 
of  the  war,  the  whole  number  of  offioera  then 
surviving,  entitled  to  half  pay,  were  2,480;  deduct 
from  that  number  830,  will  leave  8,860 ;  in  ths 
or^narj  course  of  mortality,  it  b  fair  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  average  deaths  would  allow  a 
otloolation  of  1,185  entitled  to  full  pay,  in  equal 


decree  to  the  surviving  offic«rs,  now  Boogbt  to 
be  provided  for.  This  would  require  bo  addi- 
tional sum  of  $6,380,484,  which,  with  the  |1,- 
100,000,  a»kod  for  the  Eiirvivora,  irijuld  m&ko 
on  aggregate  of  |6,480,484.  If  either  juatioo 
or  gr&titude  require  the  Senate  t«  make  provi»- 
iou  for  the  surviving  officers,  tiie  Bwae  meaHore 
of  Justice  and  of  gratitude,  require  provi8i(»i 
to  be  made  for  the  widows  and  childrea  of  the 
deceased  officers,  whose  rights  were  as  well 
founded,  and  whose  rights  were  as  perfeat,  up 
to  the  time  of  their  respective  desuis,  as  that 
of  the  snrvivors. 

Ur.  S.  said  ha  had  jet  to  learn  hj  what'  rule 
of  lav,  or  hj  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  dis- 
orimination  could  be  made.  It  was  a  settled 
priniMple  of  municipal  lawj  of  almost  the  whole 
civilized  world,  founded  m  nature  itseli^  and 
fnll7  reo^Dized  hj  ever/  State  ia  this  Union, 
to  its  fullest  extent,  that  in  all  cases  after  death, 
tberelatiODs  of  the  deceased,  whether  his  widow 
or  his  ohildreu,  his  &ther  or  his  mother,  his 
brothers  or  his  siatera,  or  relotiona  in  any  other 
degree,  were  bj  inheritance  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  lus  estate,  in  wbataoever  it  might 
conNst ;  whether  in  lands,  goods,  mone/s,  or 
debts  due,  either  from  private  individuals  or 
from  Governments.  If^  therefore,  this  be  a 
debt  of  obligation,  founded  on  contract,  to  the 
anrvivors,  it  ia  equally  s  debt  of  obligation, 
iboaded  on  contract  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  deceasea  officers.  And  it  wonld 
be  a  perversion  of  one  of  tlio  Bonndest  maxims 
of  law,  to  suppose  that  the  death  of  a  creditor 
cancels  the  debt,  or  lesaens  the  obligotioua  of 
the  debtor. 

ill.  President,  we  have  heard  it  staled,  dar- 
ing this  debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Bdoolbs,)  tbut  a  revolntjonary  officer  of  dia- 
tingnished  merit,  died  in  his  neighborhood  bat 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  left  a  family  of  twenty 
children,  two  of  uem  twin  girla  only  fonr  years 
old.  Are  we,  Mr,  8,  asked,  to  close  oar  eyes 
upon  the  claims  of  these  tender  and  helpless  in- 
^ta,  beoatiae  their  father  has  been  taken  from 
them  by  the  hand  of  death !  who,  hod  be  sur- 
vived  but  a  &w  weeks  longer,  would  have 
shared  in  the  bounty  of  the  Government  asked 
for  in  this  bill.  Are  we  to  forget  the  dead, 
however  meritorious  their  clalma,  claims  found- 
ed on  the  very  same  law,  governed  by  the  same 
rnles  of  constmotion,  and  enhanced  by  the  pit- 
eons  condition  of  the  objecta  to  whom  it  must 
be  equally  due,  if  due  to  any,  merely  because 
we  behold  the  Uving  presenting  themselves 
personally  befor«  nst  This  would  be  an  ex- 
hibition of  feeling  but  little  to  the  credit  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States ! 

Congress  had  in  1781,  almost  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  promised  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for 
life  to  all  each  ofBoers  as  should  remain  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war.  This  was  con^d- 
ered  an  odious  distinction,  and  became  eioes- 
sively  unftopolar.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of 
this  country,  and  was  opposed  to  the  principlec 
9f  that  liber^  for  which  we  were  th«i  strug- 
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gling,  and  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  Brit 
ish  Government  which  produced  the  eoDlMt 
These  officers  viewed  it  in  that  light  them> 
selves,  and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  ia  \»- 
oember,  1782,  alter  the  preliminary  orticlci  tk 
peace  had  been  wgned,  voluntarily  statdl,  id  i 
petititHi  to  CongresBj  their  belief  of  its  odioii 
charact«r,  and  said  in  that  petition,  "Wbm 
willing  to  commute  the  half  pay  pledged,  W 
full  pay  for  a  certAin  number  of  years,  or  for 
ft  certain  sum  in  gross,  as  shall  be  agreed  tot)} 
a  committee  sent  with  this  address." 

These  are  their  own  words,  and  their  tm 
committee,  sent  with  that  address,  eoBitstcdcf 
Mjuor  Gen.H.  Knox,  Brig.  Geo.  Patterson,  C«L 
Crane,  Col.  KaxweU,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Uonling- 
ton,  CoL  Webb,  Col.  Huntington,  Col.  Cwt- 
land.  Col.  Cnmmings,  If^.  Scott,  Wm.  Entii^ 
Hospital  Surgeon,  Brig.  Gen.  Hozen.  Officen 
of  high  standing,  selected  and  deputed  fros 
among  tJiemselves,  with  fiill  powers  te  mtb 
the  arrangement  with  Confess,  what  comnm- 
totion  shoold  be  given  for  uie  half  pay.  Aii 
among  the  members  of  Congress  appointed  n 
the  committee  to  make  thia  arrangement  vith 
the  committee  of  officers,  was  Gen.  Aleuuda 
Hamilton,  who  hod  gone  through  the  Tbdi 
WOT  himself,  knew  the  relative  cldms  of  tliM 
officers,  and  whom  he  was  one,  and  who  tw 
as  Just  as  he  was  Kenerous,  and  as  geaerooa  m 
he  was  brave ;  which  was  reolly  surrendtriii; 
almost  the  whole  matter  into  their  own  hindi 
to  settle,  and  it  waa  aetUed  to  be  equal  to  fin 
years'  full  pay,  and  no  more.  And  when  ttfr 
tledat  thot,  it  waa  not  mode  compulsory  by  tb 
resolution  of  Congress,  but  left  optional  to  Vr 
cent  the  five  years'  full  pay  or  hold  on  to  th 
b(df  payfor  life.  Ten  States,  New  Bamplii'4 
ItasBaenusetta,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Islaui  Ne* 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Deiawirft 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  accepted  it  by  lina, «» 
notamurraur  was  neard for  twenty-seven  jW 
ofterworda,  when,  for  the  first  time,  they  brongU 
itup,  Andattliedistanceofforty-fouryeaistbi 
Senate  are  told  the  commatation  was  usjiA 
arbitrarily  settled  at  the  discretion  of  Congn^ 
and  forc^  upon  those  officers  without  aBj  •'■ 
temative,  to  take  that  or  nothing ;  »^  "'*' 
tbey  come  now  to  ask  Juatice,  ana  deffisad  t 
fulfilment  of  the  compact.  And  gentoiM 
affirm  tbat  upon  principles  of  law  and  cqnJtTi 
it  is  a  contract  not  yet  fulfilled,  and  which  is  ■ 
court  of  juafioe  tlie  Government  wooli  " 
bound  to  fulfil. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  brought  up  it  w 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  but  he  understood  the  lav  * 
contracts  better  than  that.  To  render  »«•• 
tract  binding  on  both  parties,  notbicg  ts*b^ 
cessory,  but  that  the  parties  were  cspabla  I* 
contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  actailljr 
did  contract  And  if  capable  and  villisE  1^ 
do  so,  they  could  make,  and  could  clianset'* 
contract  as  often,  and  into  as  many  form!  O 
they  pleased.  It  reqnired  no  lawyer  to  kM* 
this.  It  was  every  day'a  ^actice,  with  e^ 
luaa  in  the  Goverumeikb   Bat  ir«  li>ve  a  &■* 
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ioD  of  p&;ing  Govenunent  contrncta  as  often  u 
itiej  are  asked  for.  What  was  tlie  contract  1 
First,  that  the  offlcerfl  who  should  remain  in 
the  Armj  to  the  conclosioa  of  the  war,  Bhonld 
be  entitled  to  half  paj  for  life.  Who  asked 
to  chaDse,it?  The  omoan  themselves.  When 
It  was  changed,  to  whom  was  it  submitted  for 
acceptance  I  To  the  oScers  themselves.  Who 
did  accept  it  In  the  verj  form  in  wliich  Con- 
grass  had  placed  it;  to  be  paid  in  securities,  or 
Utterest  or  aix  per  ceoL  per  annum,  instead  of 
the  tiolf  psf  promised  for  life  t  Alter  the  j  had 
done  BO,  it  would  be  sporting  with  the  rights 
of  the  Qoverament,  to  eay  the  contract  had  not 
been  fulfilled  on  her  part.  If  the  Government 
has  any  rights,  it  has  the  earoe  rights  of  iudi- 
Tidoal^  governed  bv  the  same  rales,  and  enli- 
tied  to  the  soine  privileges.  And  it  would  be 
idle  to  eaj,  when  the  Qovemment  had  done  no 
more  than  to  meet  the  very  wishes  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  gave  them  what  they  asked  fur,  that. 
the  contract  vaa  sot  fulfilled,  because  the  ope- 
rations of  the  change  had  not  proved  as  pros- 
perous aa  some  of  them  had  wished. 

Ur.  President,  our  gratitnde  has  been  invoked 
on  this  occasion.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  II.,)  has  read  various  letters,  written  by 
Gen.  W^lngton  to  Congress,  stating  the  dis- 
content of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  the  hard- 
ships they  endured,  and  concludes  by  saying, 
they  would  have  quit  the  Army,  had  not  Con- 
gress promised  them  the  half  pay  ;  and  asserts, 
U  is  to  those  officers  that  we  ore  indebted  for  our 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  well  as  for  our  in- 
dependence as  a  notion,  and  the  freedom  of  de- 
b^  we  now  exercise  in  this  Senate.  Ur.  S. 
said,  it  was  by  no  means  hia  wish  to  detract 
from  the  military  merits  of  tliosa  officers ;  and 
much  less  would  he  have  supposed  they  were 
actuated  by  tlie  hope  of  pecuniary  reword,  to 
continue  in  the  Army,  had  not  the  gentleman 
himself  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 

Bj  whioh  kept  them  there.  He  was  willing, 
nsel^  to  ascribe  to  them  better  motives  for 
remaining  in  the  Army,  than  the  hope  of  pe- 
cuniary reward.  He  was  willing  to  believe  it 
was  patriotism  thot  kept  them  in  the  Army. 
All  your  ssllant  men  prefer  the  thick  of  battle, 
and  seek  death  itself,  as  the  highest  reyard  of 
the  brave.  And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  Amer- 
ioan  Senate,  to  pay  those  officers  a  second  time 
becuise  they  would  have  left  the  Army  in  the 
time  of  its  greatest  peril,  bnt  for  the  promise  of 
half  pay  I 

Mr.  Pre^dent,  It  is  an  error  thot  is  gaining 
ground  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  the 
period  of  the  revolution,  that  the  independence 
of  this  Government  was  ochioved  solely  by  the 
regular  army.  It  is  an  error  that  has  been 
promotedby  the  very  officers  themselves,  ondto- 
which  gentlemen  very  naturally  subscribe  who 
witnessed  no  part  of  those  times  which  tried 
men's  sools.  That  -war  was  a  war  without  a 
paroUeL  It  was  forced  upon  the  people  of  this 
eonntry  when  they  hod  neither  money,  arms, 
nor  experiencs :  and  uot  more  than  threo  mil- 


lions and  a  half  of  a  population.  In  this  situa- 
tion they  hod  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced 
enemy,  with  a  veteran  army,  and  eiperieneed 
and  gallant  ofBcers  at  its  head.  The  most  de- 
termmed  doabted ;  but  there  appeared  to  be 
no  alternative,  and  a  general  entuusiosm  per- 
vaded the  whole  community,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions ;  and  all  who  valued  freedom  were 
eager  for  bottle,  in  defence  of  their  homes  and 
their  firesides,  oud  death  or  liberty  was  the  nni- 
versol  motto.  It  was  this  proud  eminence  as- 
sumed by  the  American  people,  that  gave  Ihem 
liberty,  independence,  and  u^edom  of  debote  : 
not  the  soraid  mercenary  hopes  of  pecuniary 
reward. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  has  nearly  come  to  this, 
since  time  has  thrown  a  veil  over  those  scenes 
and  achierements  tliat  ought  to  characterize 
that  war,  that  we  are  taught  to  believe  that 
during  that  war,  every  thin^  was  quiescent,  ana 
everybody  happy  at  home  m  the  enjoyment  of 
their  families  and  fortnnes,  except  the  regular 
army;  and  that  there  was  but  little  praise  dn« 
to  any  but  the  officers.  The  ailments  seem 
to  go  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  the  correct 
history  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gentlemen 
who  entert^n  this  opinion,  know  but  little  of 
that  WOT,  OS  it  was  carried  on  in  the  three 
southern  States  of  Neath  Carolina,  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia. 

The  chiurman  (Mr.  'W.)  has  told  ua,  these 
officers  broke  up  their  connections  in  life,  and 
left  their  families  and  their  homes  to  serve  their 
eonntry.  And  so  devoted  was  one  of  them 
that  he  left  his  dead  father  unbnried,  to  enter 
the  Army.  This,  all  will  admit,  was  patriotic 
But  what  does  this  weigh  when  compared  with 
the  bloody  scenes  that  spread  horror  and  deso- 
lation throughout  the  two  Carolinos  and  Qeoi^ia, 
during  the  years  1TT9,  1780,  and  1781 ;  a  good 
port  of  which  time  yon  had  no  regular  army 
there.  Whilst  the  liritish  Army  were  there 
ravaging  the  country  wherever  they  went ;  not 
a  horse  in  the  country  upon  which  they  conld 
lay  their  hands,  that  they  did  not  take,  to  re- 
pair the  waste  in  their  own  cavalry,  or  for  the 
use  of  their  baggage  wagons.  All  the  cattle^ 
hogs,  sheep,  flour,  wheat,  com,  and  every  de- 
scnption  <k  forage,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapacity. 
And  what  was  not  consumed,  was  wantonly 
burned  and  destroyed.  The  tories,  following 
in  their  trdn,  burning  dwellmg  houses,  ont 
buildings,  and  fences,  and  laying  waste  with 
fire  and  sword,  all  that  came  in  their  way. 
Plundering  the  defenceless  women  and  children 
of  any  little  remains  of  provisions  that  the 
Army  might  have  left,  and  stripping  Uiem  of 
their  wearing  apparel,  and  the  very  bed  clothee 
that  covered  tnem  by  night.  Mothers  and 
daughters  who  had  seen  better  times,  labored 
in  the  field  to  procure  a  scanty  subsistence ; 
whilst  the  fitthers  and  brothers  were  harassing 
the  enemy,  and  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
eonntry.  Not  in  the  regular  army,  but  in  vol- 
unteer and  self-created  bodies ;  self-truned,  and 
moanted  on  their  own  horses,  and  armed  with- 
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their  own  rifles,  and  other  arms,  such  as  thej 
could  procnre ;  all  at  their  own  expense,  with- 
out the  aiii,  or  6v«o  the  knowledge  of  the  Oen- 
eral  Government.  They  annoyed  the  enemy 
by  hanging  on  their  borders,  IcilliEig  their  light 
troopa,  cutting  off  their  forag:ing  parties,  shoot- 
inK  thoir  Bentriea  at  their  poets,  and  destroying 
and  dispersing  the  tory  parties  wheresoever 
they  assembled.  No  friend  of  his  country  could 
remain  at  home  in  safety.  Uany  who  ventured 
there  for  a  moment,  were  dragged  from  the  ho- 
eoma  of  their  families,  and  butchered  at  their 
own  doors.  Others  who  were  taken  in  ann&, 
were  treated  as  rebels,  and  buiu;  tipoD  the 
limbs  of  trees,  on  the  road  sides.  These  acenea 
became  so  familiar,  that  the  spilling  of  bnaiaii 
blood  lost  the  most  of  its  horrors. 

While  this  undisciplined  warfare  was  carried 
on  by  the  community  at  larire,  by  a  spirit  of 
patriotism  unrivalled.  General  Snmter,  with  no 
other  authority  than  a  commission  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  for  the  Legislative  body 
was  dispersed  by  the  enemy,  drew  to  his  stand- 
ard a  respectable  number  of  volunteer  militia, 
who  displayed  as  much  bravery,  and  fought  to 
8fl  much  purpose,  as  any  continental  troops  be- 
longing to  the  regalar  army.  They  distin- 
guisbed  themselves,  and  were  victorious  in  al- 
most every  battle  they  fought.  Their  leader 
was  as  gallant  a  soldier  as  ever  drew  a  sword, 
with  all  the  qualities  of  a  cool,  circumspect 
genera).  His  socceBsflil  operations  were  more 
confined  to  the  middle  and  Bonthem  parts  of 
the  Bute. 

General  Ifarion,  who  acted  under  a  similar 
commission,  only  from  the  Governor,  confined 
himself  more  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State — 
whose  partisan  corps  were  entirely  volunteers, 
also.  Hr.  8.  Bud  liiat  he  might  be  more  accu- 
rate as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Ramsay's  History  of  the  United  States. 
Speaking  of  the  promotion  and  success  of  Gen- 
eral Sumter  he  says:  "About  the  same  time 
Uarion  was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  who 
In  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  State, 
prosecuted  a  similar  plan.  Unfurnished  with 
the  means  of  defence,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
possession  of  the  saws  of  the  saw-mills,  and 
to  convert  them  into  horseman's  swords.  So 
much  was  he  distressed  for  ammunition,  that  he 
has  engaged,  when  he  had  not  three  rounds  for 
each  man  of  his  party.  Various  schemes 
were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  co- 
operating with  him.  Major  Wemye  bumed 
scores  of  houses  on  Pedee,  Linch's  Creek,  and 
Black  River,  belonging  to  such  as  were  snp' 
posed  to  do  duty  with  Marion,  or  to  bo  subser- 
vient to  his  views.  Having  no  houses  to  shel- 
ter them,  the  camps  of  their  country  became 
tlieir  homes.  For  many  months,  Marion  and 
his  party  were  obliged  to  steep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  shelter  themselves  in  deep  swamps. 
From  these  retreats  they  sallied  out  whenever 
an  opportunity  of  harassing  the  enemy,  or  of 
■ervmg  their  country,  presented  itself." 
'    Marion  was  a  man  of  large  fortmie,  and  lived 


at  his  ease.  He  abandoned  it  all,  made  the 
morasses  his  dwelling  place,  and  hia  rations 
were  parched  com  and  potatoes,  when  he  could 
set  them.  He  may  Jnstly  be  called  the  Leoni- 
ons  of  the  South.  He  never  was  defeated,  nor 
could  the  strongest  threats,  or  the  most  flatter- 
ing promises  from  the  enemy,  induce  him  for 
one  moment  to  forsake  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try. Sumter  and  Marion  conld  have  had  any 
Sromotions  they  would  have  asked  for  in  tho 
iritish  Army,  if  they  would  have  accepted  it 
Or  if  they  would  have  laid  down  their  arm^ 
even  at  the  most  gloomy  moment  of  that  per- 
ilous time,  tliey  could  have  been  protected  in 
their  persona  and  fortunes  by  that  army.  But 
they  were  inspired  with  other  eonidderatioii^ 
of  a  higher  character.  They  were  inspired  by 
a  patriotism  and  love  of  country  that  never 
tired,  and  taught  them  to  look  upon  pecuniary 
rewards  as  trash  ;  not  to  be  put  in  competitim 
with  a  soldier's  honor,  nor  with  a  patriot'a  lova 
of  liberty.  Their  troops,  composed  as  they 
were,  entirely  of  volunteer  militia,  from  th« 
mass  of  citizens,  were  equally  inspired  by  the 
same  motives.  There  neverwasaregnlar  army 
belonging  to  the  Government,  fVom  the  begin- 
ning to  ue  end  of  the  revolutionary  war,  that 
endured  such  hardships,  who  fought  more  or 
more  successf\il  batOes,  or  rendered  more  es- 
sential service.  These  men  never  received  a 
farthing  from  the  General  Government,  neither 
for  their  service*  nor  their  arms,  which  they 
furnished  for  themselves  for  the  most  pari 
Nur  has  a  single  man  among  them,  however 
hacked  or  cut  to  pieces,  ever  been  placed  upoo 
your  Pension  Eoll. 

Many  of  the  first  citizens  of  Bonth  Carolina 


climes,  to  subdue  their  patriotism ;  many  of 
whom  perished.  Col.  Laurens,  the  elder,  was 
sent  to  England  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
to  subdue  his  own  patriotism,  and  strike  terror 
in  others.  These  tortures  were  endured  by 
men  who  lived  in  the  lap  of  ease  and  fortimet 
nil  of  which  was  abandoned  to  the  reckless 
ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  they  would 
abandon  the  cause  of  that  independence  in 
which  ithey  had  embarked.  Was  there  any  offi- 
cer in  the  Continental  Army  who  sufliered  such 
hardships,  and  made  such  sacrifices  for  the 
cause  of  freedom  t    Who  is  there  who  would 


the  hold  of  a  prison  ship,  in  an  nnwhole- 
ne  clime  t  At  tne  same  tune  these  scenes  <£ 
horror  and  discomfort  were  going  on  in  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  Korth  Carolina  were 
also  engaged  in  those  of  a  similar  characttf, 
e::cept  that  the  British  Army  remained  prind- 
pally  in  South  Carolina.  The  three  States  1 
were  destitute  for  a  long  time  of  even  the  sem- 
blance of  o  regular  army.  Itwas  the  gallanliy 
and  patriotism  of  the  farmers  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  quit  their  ploughs,  and  embodied  un- 
der CoL  Caswell,  a  militia  officer,  that  total^ 
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defeated  and  dispersed  a  larse  bod}'  of  Scotoh 
toriea,  that  had  oolleoted  to  the  rojal  standard, 
on  Cafw  Fear  Biver,  in  1776,  and  gave  a  ahook 
to  the  formidable  torj  party  in  that  quarter, 
front  which  it  never  recovered.  This  wa«  ef- 
fected bj  their  own  meaoB,  without  the  aid  of 
ft  CoDtinantal  officer  or  soldier,  or  so  much  as 
a  sabre  fumiebed  bj  the  GeDeral  Govenuneat. 
For  which  they  never  received,  nor  did  they 
even  ask,  a  fiulbing. 

These  achievements  were  followed  up  by  the 
battle  of  Kuig'a  Uountain,  in  the  aQtnmn  of 
1T80,  under  Col.  Campbell,  of  Virginia,  Col. 
Caeveland,  and  Col.  Sbdby,  and  others  of  North 
Carolioa,  CoL  I^cej,  Col.  Hill,  and  others  of 
BoQth  Carolina,  who  assembled  the  volunteer 
nulitia  of  their  neighborhoods,  to  stay  the  high- 
handed career  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  historian 
taya,  "  They  had  so  little  of  the  mechanism  of 
the  regnlar  army,  that  the  Colonels,  by  oom- 
mon  consent,  commanded  each  day  alternately. 
The  hardships  these  volunteers  underwent 
were  very  great.  They  subsisted  for  weelu 
tt^ther  wiuiout  tasting  bread  or  salt,  or  spir- 
itnons  liquors,  and  slept  in  the  woods  without 
blanliets.  The  mnning  stream  quenched  their 
thirst.  At  night  the  earth  afforded  them  a  bed, 
and  the  heavens,  or  the  limbs  of  trees,  were 
their  covering.  "EoM  of  com,  or  nompions 
thrown  into  the  £re,  with  occasional  supplies 
of  beef  or  venison,  killed  in  the  woods,  were 
the  chief  articles  of  their  prorisions." 

Under  sU  those  disadvantages,  these  volunteer 
officers  and  citizens,  without  a  moment's  train- 
ing met  a  veteran  officer  of  great  experience, 
and  as  brave  a  partisan  officer  as  any  in  the 
British  army,  on  ground  chosen  for  the  occa- 
sion by  himself;  and  with  a  very  small  loss  on 
their  part,  killed  sod  wounded  22S,  among  them 
Col.  Ferguson,  their  commander  j  and  took  80O 
prisoners,  with  all  their  arms,  ammnnition,  and 
Daggage.  The  annals  of  the  whole  revolution- 
ar7  war  do  not  aSbrd  a  more  brilliant  achieve- 
ment, or  one  effected  with  more  cool  and  delib- 
erate bravery,  by  any  portion  of  the  regnlar  army. 

Jt  were  these  resistances  and  these  snccessea 
that  gave  the  Urst  check  to  the  British  arms. 
It  destroyed  their  hopes  of  submission ;  and 
proved  that  freemen,  without  tr»ning  and 
vithont  disrapline,  were  too  brave  to  be  con- 
quered. 

Those  men  and  officers  did  not  fight  your 
battles  for  money.  Thej  never  cost  your  Gov- 
ernment a  single  cent.  They  furnished  their 
own  rifles,  with  which  they  principally  fonght 
They  fomiahed  their  own  clothes,  and  their 
own  horsee ;  and  tbeir  slender  and  hnmble  ra- 
tions they  picked  up  where  they  could  find 
them;  and,  like  the  other  citizens  who  fought 
our  battles,  without  the  aid  of  Government,  if 
any  were  wounded  or  disabled,  the  Govern- 
ment has  podtlvely  refused  to  plaoe  tbem  on 
the  Pension  Roll,  but  has  left  them  to  beg  their 
bread,  or  starve,  if  they  could  find  no  relief. 
And  yet  we  are  oonfidentiy  told  by  gentlemen, 
in  thia  debate,  that  v»  owe  our  iu&pendence 


as  a  nation,  and  the  freedom  of  debate  which 
we  eqjoy  in  this  Senate,  exclusively  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolationary  army.  Gentlemen 
who  assert  this  fact,  have  never  known  by 
what  means  the  revoJutiMiary  war  was  carried 
on  in  the  Garolinas  and  Geocvia;  -otherwise, 
they  mnst  have  forgotten  it.  If  they  Lad  not, 
they  could  not  say  that  freemen,  whose  blood 
had  Btraomed  in  torrents  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  war;  whose  valor  in  battle  had  been  un- 
rivalled ;  who  hod  sacrificed  their  fortunes,  and 
abandoned  their  families  and  their  homes,  and 
every  private  comfort  for  its  support,  owed 
their  independence,  and  freedom  ot  debate  in 
this  Senate,  to  the  prowess  of  any  other  arm 
but  their  own. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  it  had  been  affirmed 
that  the  regular  Army  had  defended  the  Sonlh- 
em  States.  Some  portions  of  the  regular  army 
had  been  there,  it  was  true,  but  had  rendered 
no  sort  of  service,  whatever,  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Greene,  in  1781. 

When  the  British  made  an  attack  on  Fort 
Uoultrie,  on  the  28tfa  of  June,  177S,  before  the 
Declaration  of  Jndepwdence,  with  a  view  of 
reducing  Charleston,  General  Lee,  a  Continental 
officer,  neit  in  command  to  Genera!  'Washing- 
ton himself,  instead  of  defendiuft  the  fort  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  declared  it  unpos^ble,  and 
ordered  the  fort  to  be  surrendered;  when  Col. 
Uonltrie,  of  the  militia,  refiised  to  obey  the 
order ;  but  said  he  would  continue  the  defence 
of  the  place,  and  would  take  the  responsibility 
of  a  failure  upon  himself,  kour  Continent^ 
General  retired  to  a  place  oftafety,  and  Col. 
Moultrie,  with  the  gallantry  of  a  veteran,  soa- 
taJned  the  attack,  for  ten  bourB  in  succession, 
against  ten  British  ships,  two  of  which  were 
fifty  gnn  ships.  The  siege  terminated  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  a  total  re- 
pulse of  the  whole  fleet.  This  whs  the  first 
essay  of  a  Continental  officer  in  the  South. 

The  nert  was  General  Lincoln,  an  experi- 
enced Continental  officer,  who,  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  1780,  smrendered  to  the  enemy, 
without  the  fire  of  a  gnn,  the  city  of  Cbarlea- 
ton.  both  the  Continental  and  militia  army, 
witli  all  the  mnnitions  of  war,  and  upwards  of 
400  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  pnt  the  enemy  in 
the  stronghold  of  uie  Southern  States,  from 
whence  tney  oould,  and  did  play  in  every  di- 
rection, to  the  great  embarraaamont  of  the 
Bouthem  section. 

Col.  Boford,  with  a  regiment  of  Continental 
infantry,  and  some  horsemen,  was  sent  to  the 
relief  of  South  Carolina.  Tbey  were  assailed 
by  Coh  Tarleton,  and  after  the  first  fire,  laid 
down  their  arms  and  sued  for  quarters,  which 
was  denied  them ;  and  they  were  literally  cut 
to  pieces.  And  a  great  portion  of  those  who 
were  not  slun  on  the  field,  had  their  arms  or 
hands  cat  off,  or  their  beads  and  bodies  hacked 
to  pieces. 

ueneral  Cbtes,  another  experienced  Conti* 
nental  officer,  was  sent  to  South  Carolina  with 
a  few  more  than  »00  regnlar  troops.    To  these 
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were  added  8,000  militta  from  the  neigtiboring 
StttMs.  With  these  4,000  men  he  met  the 
Britit^  arntf,  near  Camden,  hi  8oDtli  Carolina, 
and  a  b&ttle  ensued.  No  sooner  did  the  enemj 
didplar  their  colnmns,  and  commence  a  heavy 
Are,  than  General  Gates  fled.  Nor  did  he  stop 
DDtil  he  reached  Hillaborongh,  a  distance  of  1  GO 
miles,  and  then  but  for  a  sliort  time.  The  Con- 
tineatal  soldiers  under  Baron  de  Ealb,  and 
some  of  the  militia  under  their  ovn  officers, 
fonght  with  distinguished  gallantry.  But  they 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  were  aU 
either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  Bnt 
not  a  vestige  of  the  regular  army  remdned  for 
active  operations.  And  with  them  were  taken 
all  the  artillery  and  200  ba^;aee  wagons.  The 
State  was  again  left  to  the  alternative  either 
to  enhmit  as  rebels,  and  seek  protection  from 
the  enemy,  or  fight  their  own  tattles,  without 
the  least  hope  of  assistance  from  the  General 
Government.  They  preferred  the  latter,  which 
they  carried  on  with  an  enthusiasm  that  was 
never  surpassed  and  bnt  rarely  equalled. 

This  state  of  things  continued  until  General 
Greene  went  on  the  nest  year;  and  even  then, 
much  was  done  hy  the  militia.  At  the  Cow- 
pens  the  British  hod  1,100  men,  end  the  Amer-  ' 
leans  not  more  than  600;  two- thirds  of  them 
were  militia,  who  were  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Pickens.  They  formed  the  first  line  a 
few  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and  received 
the  first  fire ;  then  fell  back,  as  they  were  or- 
dered to  do,  and  Immediately  rallied  and  Joined 
the  regnl^  in  charging  the  enemy  with  fixed 
bayonets,  which  threw  them  into  complete 
confusion,  and  five  hundred  of  the  British  army 
hiA  down  their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Greene  took  command  of  the 
sonthern  army,  it  consisted  of  only  3,000  men, 
more  than  half  of  whom  were  militia.  The 
battles  he  fought  at  Guilford  and  Entaw,  were 
said  to  have  been  the  two  best  fonght  battles 
of  the  revolution ;  and  more  than  half  his 
army,  at  each  place,  were  militia.  He  was  a 
man  of  peculiar  skill,  and  of  distingnished 
bravery ;  and  did  honor  to  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  But  the  bravest  General 
could  not  fight  without  an  army,  and  his  regu- 
lar soldiers  were  but  about  1,000 ;  and  these 
were  kept  as  a  reserve.  His  militia  were  al- 
ways placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle ;  many 
of  whom  were  killed.  And  that  was  the  last 
the  General  Government  knew  of  them.  It 
neither  gave  them  pity,  honor,  nor  provided  for 
their  sutlering  families. 

The  war  in  South  Oarolins  was  so  protracted, 
end  raged  with  such  violence,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  volunteer  services  of  almost  every  man 
in  it,  that  State,  instead  of  paying  one-thir- 
teenth part,  which  would  have  been  more  than 
its  pronortinn,  paid  more  than  one-fifth  port  of 
the  whole  expense  of  the  revolotionwy  war. 
Whilst  the  great  State  of  New  YfiT)i  paid  but 
tl,SOO,000,  South  Carolina  paid  $4,000,000, 
although  ranked  among  the  small  States.  The 
State  ot  Horyland  pud  bnt  |800,000.    Vot- 
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withstanding,  it  la  urged  Ih&t  we  owe  our  Gb- 
erty  and  independence  to  a  very  small  rtgiilw 
tinaj,  from  whose  effld^icy  the  soatitem  BtslM 
received  but  little  assistance,  when  compind 
with  their  own  unceasing  efforts.  This  daa 
of  the  petitioning  officers  is  placed  <hi  anotbcf 
^und,  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  novel,  wfaick 
IS  that  the  certificates  given  In  commntitiiiB 
fbr  the  half  pay,  had  b«en  poTchasedtVumtbHa 
by  speculators,  for  a  very  small  oonuderafioi. 
The  answer  to  that  argument  is  pldnljtluii 
If  the  Government  were  bound  to  pmteet  ill 
citixens  fVom  the  grasp  of  speculation,  it  wmM 
have  more  than  a  Herculean  tabor  Xoperfiaa. 
Where  could  such  a  requisition  endt  IV 
Government  had  fulfilled  its  engagements,  ind 
it  belonged  to  those  who  were  interested  to 
guard  agunst  imposition. 

Another  and  a  louder  compldnt  againrt  tin 
Government  is  uttered :  th^  in  estaUiehiit 
the  funding  Byst«m,  Congren  had  done  ii^mtiet 
by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  interest  nrla 
years.  But  upcn  a  fair  calculation  the  mtcnd 
will  average  more  than  five  per  cent  tii 
four  per  cent  is  considered  a  very  hi^  pet 
cent  when  secured  upon  the  faith  of  the  G<)^ 
emment,  as  this  was.  It  is  far  beyond  utj 
percentage  produced  by  your  tiest  agricultuiiriL 
Moreover,  these  claims  were  placed  precist^ 
on  the  ground  of  the  claims  of  every  other  citi- 
zen. And  who  were  they  that  settled  lit 
principles  upon  which  the  public  debt  «« 
ftmdedf  General  Hamilton,  and  many  otbtf 
revolutionary  ofJicere,  were  among  the  BWt 
prominent  members  of  that  Congrees.  ini 
General  Washington  was  the  President  of  tl« 
United  States,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  cwisfti- 
tionol  powers,  could  have  negatived  the  1»t. 
And  can  we  for  a  moment  suppose  that  he 
would  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seen  any  tl>ii>l 
like  injustice  contained  in  itf  We  do  notbs- 
lieve  he  ever  slumljeredover  the  rights  of  Ihw 
officers  whom  he  had  commanded,  and  vhen  bi 
respected. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  ofGcers  of  your  Revoh- 
tionary  army,  had  been  more  liberally  provid- 
ed for  than  any  other  class  of  men,  in  tbia  or 
any  other  country.  In  addition  to  th«r  p»T 
during  their  time  of  actual  service,  they  wH* 
promised  half  pay  for  life,  after  they  diodd 
retire  from  the  army,  which  waa  comnwl* 
for  five  years'  full  pay — which  waa  a  mi^? 
stretch  for  a  Government  at  the  dawn  m  IB 
stnig^e  for  freedom — and  were  promised  m 
received  large  tracts  of  valuable  lands.  &(* 
ofilcer,  from  a  roaior-general  down  to  an  enn|^ 
had  his  lands,  and  that  placed  upon  the  nM 
fertile  spots.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Sootben 
States  gave  their  officers  lai^  tract*  of  ttrt 
finest  land  In  the  world.  Virginia  gave  iup' 
ly  and  hberally  in  lands  to  her  officers.  SaA 
Carolina  did  the  same.  North  Carolina  gp* 
to  each  brigadier-general  18,000  acres;  to  > 
colonel,  7,!00 ;  to  a  captain,  8,600 ;  and  tt 
General  Greene  that  State  gave  SS.OOO  icr^ 
that  were  said,  at  one  time,  to  be  wortli  fW* 
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Ere  $23,600  in  moner,  and  Booth  Caro- 
■  gave  him  |4fi,000  in  monej.  These 
irere  &«e-will  offerings,  after  the  war  veu 
ended,  whichtboae  States  vera  prompted  to 
moke,  to  exalt«d  merit,  for  diatlagulahad  «er- 
Tioes  1  and  surely  they  would  redeem  the  Oaro- 
Hnaa  and  Georgia  from  the  orbing  ain  of  in- 
gratjtnde. 

But,  sud  Mr.  S.,  there  yrta  another,  and  a 
very  different  view  to  be  taken  of  tiiis  snbjeot, 
which  would  prove,  beyond  &  doabt,  how  ranch 
farther  the  Qovemment  had  gone  to  promote 
the  intereata  of  the  mlKtary  man,  over  that 
of  every  other  olaw  of  yoor  oitisenB.  The 
r«vohitioDary  war  contained  seren  yeora.  The 
■npplies  for  the  armies,  doring  the  first  five 
years  of  that  war,  were  fnmUhed  by  the  citi- 
Eens,  exclasively  for  paper  money ;  then  called 
Continental  money  and  States  money.  The 
eontioental  money  was  issned  by  anthority  of 
Congress,  and  bore  on  its  face  a  pledge  that 
It  woold  be  redeemed  with  gold  or  silver.  The 
Congress  issued  $241,568,780;  to  aecnre  the 
enrrency  of  this  money,  on  the  11th  of  Jann- 
■ry,  ITTS,  Congress  paseed  a  law  in  tbe  follow- 
ing words : 

"  Thai  if  anr  person  ibsQ  hereaner  be  so  k»t  tc 
■11  virtue  end  regard  for  his  country,  la  to  refine  to 
receive  s&id  bilu  in  pKjmeDt,  or  obitruct  and  dis- 
courage the  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  andibnll 
be  dulf  convicled  thereof,  luch  person  shall  be 
dcenred,  published,  and  treated  u  sn  enemj'  of  bis 
coantry,  and  precluded  from  bU  [radi;  or  Intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  these  colomes." 

On  the  14th  of  January,  ITT?,  the  Congress 
pMssed  anotlier  law  to  support  and  enforce  thia 
enrre&oy,  in  the  following  words : 

"Wh«n>aa  the  continental  money  ought 
(upporteil,  at  the  fall  value  Gipressed  in  the  respec- 
tive bLUa,  by  the  iDhabttanta  of  these 
whose  benefit  the;  were  Issued,  and 
bound  lo  redeem  the  same,"  tte. 

And  thns  it  goa  on  to  make  It  as  penal  as 
the  English  langooge  could  express  it. 

Under  these  very  penai  laws,  end  from  their 
devotion  to  their  conntry,  the  citiMns  received 
this  money,  $S41,6GS,780,  fur  the  enpport  of 
tiiat  war ;  and  when  the  war  ceased,  the 
ntoQcy  ceased  to  circulate,  and  fell  dead  in  thi 
hands  of  tlie  last  holders.  Not  a  ungle  cent 
of  that  enonnon*  amoniit  of  continental  money, 
withoot  which  your  army  would  have  been 
*  cipher,  lias  yet  been  paid  to  yonr  honest 
ftrmera  who  supported  yonr  armies  upon  tiie 
plighted  faith  of  yonr  Government,  that  it 
wonld  be  paid  at  the  condnsion  of  the  war. 
Hot  a  militia  roan  has  ever  received  a  tkrthinK 
fbr  his  Bervices,  nor  the  widows  or  children  of 
each  as  fell  in  battle,  have,  in  one  instanoe,  re- 
ceived the  boanties  of  the  GrOvomment.  Fay 
yonr  debts  befora  yon  talk  of  yonr  gratdtude. 
Had  these  claieesof  yonr  citizeoslook^  to  their 
pecnniary  interests  in  the  hour  of  peril,  insteftd 


DEBATES  OF  0ONOBE8S. 


[SnAT 


of  devoting  thwr  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  tbo 
pnblio  eervice,  and  the  pnblio  good,  notwith- 
standing all  yonr  revolntjonary  omoers,  and  yonr 
revolotionary  armies,  you  wonld  yet  have  iMea 
British  ButiJeota,  and  liiese  States  British  pror- 
incea. 

It  has  been  sciA  hy  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocate this  claim,  your  are  nnable  to  pay  yonr 
militia,  and  nnnble  to  redeem  your  continental 
money.  Is  this  the  instioe,  said  Hr.  S.,  of 
which  yon  Iraast  ?  This  one~mded  Justice ;  ia 
this  to  characteriEe  the  justice  of  yonr  country, 
pay  your  favorites  a  second  time,  and  penhit 
yonrselves  to  slumber  over  the  rights  of  all 
others,  because  yon  cannot  spare  the  money 
to  pay  them,  from  yonr  thousand  projects  f 
This  would  be  Justice  with  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  Bobbins  sud:  In  speaking  to  this  sntjeot^ 
I  shall  speak  only  to  the  legal  oUigation,  if  any, 
of  the  United  States,  in  this  case.  For  thon^ 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  North  Oomlina,  (my  friend.  If  he  will 
permit  me  to  call  him  so,)  that  ai^als  in  this 
case  to  the  gratitode  and  magnanimity  of  the 
nation,  imply  the  absence  of  legal  obligation,  or 
the  apprehension  of  that  abaenoe;  I  do  wrea 
that  this  question  is  not  to  be  determined  <»i 
those  appeols,  nor  to  be  influenced  by  them,  any 
further  than  as  they  are  sostoined  by  that  obli- 
gation. I  am  the  more  anxious  now  to  speak  to 
that  point,  as  it  has  been  more  particularly 
diallcnged  by  the  learned  and  able  gentleman 
from  SoQth  CaroliDo,  who  has  just  taken  his 

The  legal  queatioa  I  take  to  be  this — whether 
supposing  the  oommn  tation  not  to  be  equal  to  tba 
half  pay  for  life,  the  United  States  are  under  an 
obligation  to  make  good  the  difiereooe ;  an  obli- 
gation either  legal  oreqnitable;  for  aa  to  Govern- 
ment, thera  is  no  difference  between  the  legal 
obligations  and  the  eqnitable;  both  have  the 
some  common  foundation  In  justice ;  theur 
difference  is  only  a  difference  of  forms;  and 
these  forms  belmg  to  courts,  not  to  Govem- 

I  begin  this  inquiry  by  saying,  that  the  aot 
of  1760,  providing  half  pay  for  life  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revolntionary  army,  who  should 
serve  to  the  close  of  the  revolntionary  war, 
became  a  contract  with  those  ofBcers  who  did 
serve  to  the  close  of  that  war.  The  proposition 
made  to  them  tn  that  act,  was  a  conditional 
one ;  and  when  the  propositiou  was  accepted, 
and  the  condition  was  performed  on  their  part 
it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  and  technically  so  speaking— ft 
contract  with  those  officers,  not  as  a  body,  bat 
with  each  Individnal  officer.  In  1788,  when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  conclnded  and  ratified, 
these  contracts  were  perfected  and  perfect,  and 
became  from  that  moment  obligatory  upon  the 
United  States;  and  are  still  obligatory,  unleaa 
they  have  been  rescinded  by  each  individnal 
acting  for  himself.  For  several  parties  to  sever- 
al contracts,  cannot  resdnd  those  oontmots  for 
one  another;  nor  con  a  msjori^  of  all  tboM 
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parties  resdnd  th«n  for  iSL  The  idea  is  pr»- 
poaUroos. 

If  thaae  contracts  liftve  been  rescinded,  it 
tDDst  be,  I  repeat,  b?  the  individual  assent  of 
ea«b  officer  to  the  resoindiog  act,  wbatevsr  that 
act  ma;  tie.  If  that  assent  has  been  given^  I 
agree  it  is  not  material  in  wbst  form  it  wm  giv- 
en ;  nor  whether  bj  vords  or  bj  acts ;  whether 
eipressed  in  the  former,  or  implied  hj  the  lat- 
ter :  but  tbe  foot  of  tbe  assent,  and  of  tbe  indi- 
vidual assent,  is  material. 

Now  OS  to  tbe  evideooe  of  this  assent  The 
Totes  of  the  arm;  lines,  determined  by  m^ori- 
ties  in  those  lines,  is  not  evidenoe  of  individual 
aasent;  not  even  io  those  m^urilies;  for  it  is 
Impossible  to  sa;  who  voted  in  those  m^ori- 
ties ;  and  who  did  not  vote  In  them ;  it  is  impos- 
aihle,  therefore,  to  bring  borne  the  assent  toan; 
oneindividual  in  particular.  Andthereisnopre- 
tenoc^  to  sa;  that  these  votes  were  unanimoos. 
Had  the;  been  nnanimoos,  it  would  bore 
amoanted  to  the  requisite  proo^  as  to  each  indi- 
vidual ;  but  the;  were  not  unanlraons ;  and  the 
proof  is  that  the  votes  were  reported  to  Congress 
aa  mtjorities  merel; ;  a  m^ority  of  the  whole, 
certain];  is  not  the  whole ;  regarding,  then,  the 
Totes  of  these  m^orities  as  not  being  evidence 
of  individual  assent — what  evidence  of  individ- 
ual assent  remains? 

It  is  said  that  the  acts  of  tbese  officers  imply 
this  assent'  tbat  in  point  of  fact  tbe;  did 
accept  of  the  commntation  notes,  given  aa  a 
Bubstitute  for  half  pa;,  and  did  reoeive  them  in 
lien  of  half  pa; ;  tbat  tliis  implied  assent,  and 
was  individnally  given.  All  Uiis  is  very  tme, 
and  would  be  qnite  conclusive  against  the  offi- 
cer, if  this  assent  was  volnntar;.  Here  la  the 
taming  point  of  the  whole  case.  If  this  assent 
was  Tolnutar;,  it  was  oonolosive  against  tbe 
officer;  bat  if  it  was  oompnlsor;,  it  was  not 
oonclusive.    How  was  tbe  fact? 

If  this  altematiTe  had  been  presented  to  the 
officer — here,  take  these  commntation  notes,  or 
take  your  half  pay  for  life ;  and  he  bad  token 
the  commntation  notes,  the  acceptance  would 
have  been  conclnuve  npon  him,  neoause  then 
it  would  liave  been  voluntary.  Bat  this  alter- 
native was  not  presented  to  him.  The  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  was  this — here,  take  these 
commutation  notes,  or  take  nothing — yes,  or 
take  nothing.  That  this  was  the  alternative  is 
evident;  first,  becaose  Congress  supposed,  and 
ftot«d  upon  the  idea,  that  these  omoeis  had 
agreed  to  accept  tbe  commntation  in  lien  of  the 
half  pa; ;  and  were  to  be  held  preoladed.  Then 
in  consequence  of  this  supposition,  because  Con- 
gress had  made  and  contemplated  making  no 
provision,  either  immediate  or  prospecdva,  tot 
satirfying  these  life  annultiee,  incase  the  commn- 
tation notes  should  be  refused,  b;theseo£&oer^ 
or  by  an;  of  them.  The  alternative  prasented, 
then,  unquestionably  was  this — either  take  these 
notes,  or  take  nothing.  And  sarel;  an  acoept- 
tanoe  thus  oonstrained,  thus  compelled,  was 
no^  and  otmld  not  be  called  voluntar;.  A 
oonstrained  aooeptonoe  »  Toluntaiy  aooept- 


anoel  Wh;,  it  is  a  oontrsdiotion  in  tarns; 
Yon  might  aa  well  sa;  tbat  a  release  of  a  pri- 
vate debt  for  half  its  amount,  was  a  volnntaTy 
release,  and  a  binding  discharge.-  No :  ae  in  thtf 
case,  the  debt  would  still  be  a  aubsisting  deb^ 
at  leaat  for  the  imsatisfied  balance ;  so  this  obli- 
gaUon  is  still  a  snbnsting  obligation,  nnlees  tbe 
commutatdoa  was  a&ir  equivalent  for  the  halt 
pay.  This  qnestion  then  arises— whether  it  «m 
a  fair  equivalant ;  andif  so,  whether  thiseqniva- 
lenl  Las  been  paid  up  aooording  to  the  terma  id 
this  contract.    Bnt  upon  these  qnestiocs  I  do  net 

firoposenow  t<iq>eak.  Both  h»ve  been  so  dor' 
;  explained  by  the  honorable  gentieman  who 
made  the  report,  and  by  others  in  tbia  debate, 
that  if  I  made  the  attempt,  I  coald  not  hope  to 
shed  npon  them  any  additional  ligb^  I  conU 
but  repeat  what  tbe;  have  stated,  and  I  fear  I 
ahonld  bat  weaken  what  I  repeated. 

Hi.  OwainH.aB  aaid  he  waa  no  lawyer,  and  m 
not  nnderstand  the  nature  of  contracts.  But  he 
gathered  from  what  had  been  sMd,  that  if  any 
original  contract  was  changed  by  the  oauaeot 
of  tbe  partiea,  it  was  atiU  binding.  It  appean 
that  a  m^ority  of  the  officers  did  accept  the 
terms  of  the  oommutotioo,  and  that  majority,  in 
his  opinion,  swept  away  the  original  -contract. 
And  he  looked  upon  the  aooeptanoe  of  the  com- 
mntation certificates  as  a  proof  positive  of  their 
acquiesoencein  the  terms  proposed. — Otherwise, 
said  Hr.  C,  I  consider  it  bindinR  on  the  clalmanU 
to  show  evidence  tbat  they  did  not  vote  for  the 
commutation  law.  If  that  could  be  shown,  tba 
case  would  have  been  made  out. 

Ur.  Surni,  of  Maryland.  I  remarkod  on  a  ftr- 
loer  occasion  that  the  Southern  lines  never  did 
vote.  General  Greene  never  propounded  the 
qnestion  to  the  officers  under  him — and  when 
they  retnmed  home  they  were  forced  to  aoo^ 
the  oertifioatea, 

Mr.  WoODBimT  obeerved,  that  there  never 
WHS  any  proof  of  the  acoeptianoe  of  the  law  by 
the  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury.  But,  was  it  oat 
evident  that  those  who  did  not  vote  for  the  bill 
were  those  who  were  under  thirty  years  of  oget 
They  were  those  alone  who  were  to  be  iiyored 
by  it.  Besides,  it  is  well  known  that  the  s^^or 
officers  had  allowed  the  yonnger  officers  to  go 
home  on  fnrlongb,  conseqnenUy  they  were  not 
present  when  the  vote  waa  taken  in  their  ia- 
tpeotive  liuea. 

FmniT,  February  1. 
Sunivinf  OffUxn  iff  the  Smoltition, 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  ewfain 
snrviving  officers  of  the  Bevolntionar;  army, 
~as  taken  ap, 

Jfr.  Uaook  rose,  and,  after  some  general  ro- 
mark^  pronounced  a  high  encomium  on  tbe 
tnilitary  services  of  tbe  gentieman  from  Uarj- 
land,  (Mr.  Siutk.}  As  to  the  dume  of  these 
ofQcers,  we  all  know  the  straits  to  which  tba 
Government  was  put  to  get  along,  at  that 
•i~-  J  and  that  the  Old  Ocmgieas  waa  so  hard 
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rao  tEi«t  thoj  trlod  to  get  lands  to  paj  their 
dabta  with.  And,  before  the  conititntion  we* 
>dopt«d,  tho  Btoto  of  Vit^inia  Borrendered  her 
Uodi  to  the  United  Stotm ;  whether  wiedj  or 
not,  I  don't  pretend  to  mj.  The  Qovemment 
waated  these  lands  to  raise  fanda  to  pay  off 
their  obliBations.  The  States  could  not  ht)l[) 
them,  A  great  portion  of  the  conntrj'  had 
been  n  destroyed  that  it  waa  as  moch  as  the 
people  eonld  do  to  live.  Almost  every  man 
had  beeo  bomt  out  at  the  end  of  the  war;  and 
that  bmily  which  had  a  eov  loft,  was  consid- 
ered fortunate.  Well,  air,  yon  now  call  on 
thcM  people,  or  their  deaoendants,  to  help  these 
officer*  whose  famillea  were  better  off  dnring 
the  time  of  danger. 

Sir,  had  1  a  talent  for  description,  I  would 
display  to  you  a  pictare  of  those  times,  which 
would  shake  the  stoutest  heart,  I  would  show 
you  the  wretched  women,  (whose  husbands 
were  defending  the  coantT7  in  the  militia 
ranks,)  with  Uieir  hungry,  barefoot,  almost 
naked  children  hangiug  round  them,  contem- 
plating the  burning  mins  of  their  homes — 
without  a  shelters  and  withont  a  morsel  to  sup- 
lily  the  wants  oi  their  weeping  babes.  These 
thiiiqis  have  passed  away ;  and  thousands  of 
Instaiwes  lilce  this  are  not  now  remembered. 
The  Old  Congress  hod  the  most  difficult  task  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  States.  His  own 
State  paid  millions,  bendes  the  vast  amonnt  of 
private  losses.  The  people  entered  into  the 
oont«st  with  the  ntmost  spirit,  and  followed  the 
Miony  with  as  mnch  avidity  as  ever  CoL  Boone 
fidlowed  an  Indian  in  his  life.  There  was  a 
coDtinoal  skirmishing  kept  np ;  and,  im  tho 
British  sid^  when  tho  Americans  were  token 
or  sorprisea,  it  was  whipping,  hanging,  and 
burning.  When  the  paper  money  ran  out, 
what  was  to  be  done  )  It  conid  well  be  reeol- 
letttAd  what  was  the  state  of  the  country  after 
the  battle  of  Oailford.  The  paper  money  hod 
ran  out,  and.  there  was  no  specie.  Congress 
then  took  up  a  now  plan,  and  tho  Continental 
>i]Id  run  down  to  one-eighth  of  tboir  nominal 
ralo^  whioh  tho  gentleman  from  Ifarylond 
rery  well  knows.  In  my  State  there  was  bat 
itUe  Oontlnental  money.  The  Stoto  struck 
ome  paper  of  ita  otm,  which  sold  at  10  per 
lOnt^  ftnd,  when  the  oonfiseated  property  wos 
c4d,  the  notes  were  redeemed.  This  was  not 
!one  by  any  other  State ;  and  many  of  the 
'Aaten  paid  die  interest  on  the  Continental  ccr- 
ifieates.  The  hist  cow  and  the  hist  horse  went 
3  keep  np  the  contest;  and  perhqis  nothing 
raa  less  thooght'of  than  inoividual  interest. 
lierQ  were  no  better  troops  in  the  war  than 
le  lintM  of  .Maryland,  Pennaylvanio,  and  Dela- 
-are ;  bnt  it  was  no  safer  fur  the  inhabitants 
>  be  with  them,  than  with  the  enemy.  The 
tgalar  troops  were,  he  knew,  rery  much  dis- 
'eased ;  bnt  were  they  more  so  than  the  mi- 
tiA  >  Tbey  were  aU j«id  alike  with  the  Con- 
neDtal  certiflcates.  Everybody  was  compelled 
'  make  oaeriftces ;  and  it  was  wotae  for  the 
Ktple  to  get  akinft  than  ***tJ'"ri  a  new  oooa- 


try.  The  oontribntions  hod  been  ao  closely 
levied,  and  the  ravages  eo  greot^  that,  whore 
the  two  armies  had  lieen,  there  was  no  pro- 
visions, and  fow  houses.  The  Continental 
money  was  the  only  cnrreney  in  the  country. 

Gen.  HamUton  was  a  man  who  undertook 
few  things  that  he  did  not  understand ;  and  ho 
took  great  pains  to  get  this  commntation  done 
for  tho  officers.  It  could  hardly  be  supposed 
that  he  would  do  what  would  be  injurious  to 
bis  fellow-ofBcers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee hod  mentioned  the  climates  of  Carlisle 
and  Uontpelier  as  standards.  They  are  both 
healthy  places.  But  do  they  suppose  that  they 
will  apply  to  this  conntry  t  Cor  Hamilton  was 
sufQcicntly  acquitted  with  the  matter,  and 
knew  the  rates  of  annuities,  and  he  fixed  npon 
five  years.  The  commutation  was,  no  doubt,  a 
matter  of  gratification  to  the  officers  at  tiie 
time.  But  it  was  maintiuned  by  the  gentleman 
over  the  way,  and  by  the  gentiemon  from  New 
Yorlc,  that  every  individual  among  the  ofBcers 
did  not  ossont  to  it.  Bnt  it  was  decided  by  the 
majority  of  tho  lines,  and  that  was  spfficient. 
The  same  principle  applied  on  the  adopUcm  of 
tho  constitution.  That  was  done  by  Uie  vot« 
of  nine  States.  It  was  then  aipied  that  It 
must  be  done  by  tho  vote  of  Uie  whole ;  bnt 
the  majority  ruled.  And  so  it  ought  to  in  this 
case.  It  is  sud  tiiat  the  elder  officers  made  a 
good  liargoin,  while  the  yonnger  ones  suffered. 
lint  is  it  to  he  suppoeed  that  uie  senior  officers 
would  moke  a  good  bargain  for  themselves,  and 
abod  one  for  their  Juniors}  Nothing  has  the 
effbct  to  produce  mutual  attachment  more  than 
mutual  sufibring ;  and  these  men  had  suffered 
together.  Would  General  Wayne  or  General 
Smallwood,  who  began  the  ravolntion,  and 
went  through  it,  have  done  soT  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it.  I  say,  sir,  that,  with  regard  to  this 
bill,  no  man  has  any  olatm  npon  the  Govern- 
ment for  more  than  he  received :  neither  these 
officers  nor  the  militia.  Bnt,  should  I  admit 
their  claim,  and  allow  that  it  waa,  as  tho  gen- 
tleman tells  us,  founded  on  equity,  will  it  bo 
urged  that  a  man's  dalma  of  this  kind  dont 
descend  to  bis  heirs  t  Does  tho  gentioman 
from  New  York  think  sol  But  every  thing 
was  now  diiferent.  Every  thing  was  tumea 
upside  down.  It  was  onoe  supposed  that 
when  s  man  died  he  ptud  his  last  debt^  and 
sotUed  his  aoeonnts  with  the  world.    But  it  is 

Tho  history  of  the  rerdDttoii,  as  to  the  par- 
tisan warfare  In  the  Southern  conntry,  nad 
never  given  any  idea  of  the  truth.  The  mem- 
ory of  Sumter  and  Uarion  was  hold  In  high 
esteem ;  but  h^  that  they  did  wo*  never  told, 
except  by  some  old  people  to  the  children  of 
the  prcMut  day.  But  history  don't  stoop  to 
the  militia.  The  battle  of  the  Cowpens  is 
olmoat  the  tuly  action  that  figures  in  the  hi». 
tory  of  the  war  in  the  South,  Bnt  I  have  a 
l^tlNBon  In  my  ^e  who  did  as  gallant  a  thin( 
iQ  the  militia  as  was  ever  done  by  regular 
troopsL    Nobody  had  a  greater  respeot  for  tbs 


Sbuib.} 

KgiilUn  ftod  militia  vbo  fought  at  the  Cow- 
pens  :  bnt  tltere  tras  another  action  performed 
Dj — [The  nai^  of  the  officer  esciif^ea  the  Re- 
porter, (be  tbinka  it  was  Col.  Tazewell,)  as  alK> 
the  locatioD  of  this  bottle.  Ur.  U.,  at  this 
point  of  bis  remarks,  directed  his  ipeecfa  to  an- 
other part  of  the  Chamber,  and  was,  conie- 
qnentlj,  not  heard.] — That,  he  consi:<)ered,  the 
most  important  event  of  the  war.  There  were 
among  the  hnmbler  ofBeera  manj  Btiiking  ex- 
aniples  of  braverj  and  patriotiBm.  There 
were  manf  others  who  sacnfioed  vast  fortunes 
in  BupportiDg  the  cause  of  the  revelation.  In 
the  Btate  of  New  York  there  were  some  strik- 
ing instances  fef  the  kind.  Ooveraor  Clinton 
was  more  honored  by  his  actions  ttum  by  (be 
Vice  IVeaidency;  and  his  stubborn  whiggery 
gave  him  the  stroogeat  hold  on  the  affectioni  of 
the  people. 

It  was  impomble  to  go  into  tbe  reTolution- 
ary  war  and  make  selections  t)S  indlvidnalB,  or 
do  jostice  to  any  one  set  of  men.  It  was 
utterly  impossible.  He  recollected  when  Ur. 
Ifonroe's  bill  was  introduced  in  the  other 
Honse,  only  fonr  hundred  thouMiid  dollars  waa 
asked  for.  The  Bam  has  gone  on  increasing — 
and  it  ooly  shows  that  this  thing  is  like  putting 
yonr  hand  to  the  plough — yon  never  can  get 
off  again.  You  take  one  step,  and  yon  most 
go  on.  It  is  an  unpleaaant  thing  to  oppose  any 
roeasare  which  the  Senate  thinks  founded  in 
Jnstice — but  it  was  his  honest  opinion  that  this 
bill  ought  not  to  pass.  He  sfaoald  be  sorry  to 
hnrt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  Tlie  bill  would 
have  suited  him  better,  had  it  pointed  out  how 
much  each  grade  of  officers  was  to  receive. 
He  should  then  have  liked  it  better,  although, 
even  in  that  form,  he  should  not  have  voted 
for  it.  The  sum  now  put  in  was  in  the  lump ; 
and  be  did  not  know  bow  it  was  to  be  divided. 
As  to  the  sufferings  of  these  officers,  other 
classes  of  people  had  suffered  eqaolly.  Ho 
know  instances  where  individuals  had  liad  their 
houeea  burnt  over  twice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  a  great  deal  about  the  glory  and 
honor  of  the  country.  Bat  I  like  some  other 
things  much  better.  For,  sir,  when  I  hear  of 
dory  and  honor,  I  olways  think  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  The  happiness  of  the  people  seems 
to  me  much  better,  and  I  should  be   more 

{ileased  to  see  the  duty  on  salt  taken  off,  than 
ncrcased  by  a  war,  ia  which  the  country  was 
to  gain  honor  and  glory.  But  the  oentleman 
from  New  York  don't  want  to  see  it  TesseDcd. 

[Mr.  M.  here  made  an  allusion  to  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams,  which  was  not  heard 
\ij  the  Reporter.] 

We  are  told  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(UcBsrs.  Woodbury,  Bkrsibv,  end  Habbuon,) 
that  it  is  a  debt,  which  this  bill  is  to  pay.-    But 
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I  shonld  like  to  know  how,  under  that 


arr- 


ant, they  can  bring  forward  their  dum,  with 
a  receipt  in  Aill  staring  it  in  tbe  fi^.  And  I 
ask  wliether  this  bill  is  any  more  a  fulfilment 
of  tbe.  contract  than  the  commutation  actf 


[FuacuT.ltt 

Do  yon  pronose  to  fuj  tbe  full  amount  of  Ik 
half  pay  t  No,  you  give  them  the  old  ceitiA- 
cateB,  with  interest.  Fashions  are  continatllr 
chao^ng.  The  time  is  within  my  ntemocf 
when  we  were  a  free,  content,  and  haf^y  p«* 
pie.  We  go  now  for  glory  and  honor,  u  lit 
gentleman  from  New  York  observes.  TFe  in 
told  continually  that  this  is  a  great  and  grow- 
ing pe^le.  I  think  we  are  growing  rsther  too 
fast.  The  poverty  of  the  people  is  never  U^ 
into  consideration.  We  count  the  nmnben 
only.  I  ask,  if  this  was  a  claim,  vbyit  did  get 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Claims?  Whstnecd 
was  there  for  a  Select  Committee  t  It  WM,  1 
suppose,  to  ^ve  force  to  the  e^plicatioQ.  li» 
real  reason  why  the  commutadou  act  m 
passed,  was  that  penuons  were  tboo^t  &■ 
gntcefuL  This  induced  the  offioera  to  cootol 
to  commote  their  half  pay.  He  thought  th* 
principle  of  this  hilt  no  better  than  thJU  pro- 
posed in  the  time  of  Ur.  Monroe. 

[Mr.  BxBBiEV  here  handed  Mr.  Uicol  I 
paper — on  which  Mr.  M.  made  an  acknowk^ 
roent  of  being  in  error — bnt  in  what  KSfM, 
the  Reporter  could  not  hear.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  ssid  lU 
it  is  a  reproach  upon  the  country  that  this  debt 
has  not  been  paid  before.  I  should  like  to 
know  who  caused  this  reproach.  If  we  bid 
the  weolth  of  nil  the  world,  we  could  not  grt 
rid  of  it.  Do  all  you  can,  you  cannot  utiil^ 
all  the  claims.  You  may  live  to  be  as  eld  m 
Methuselah,  aiKl  you  could  not  do  it  Sdbm 
gentlemen  think  it  could  be  doue  with  «  bw 
millions.  But  we  have  enough  to  do  to  t«te 
care  of  ourselves.  The  gentleman  also  nid 
thot  the  commataljon  was  inadequate— and,  i" 
the  some  breath,  he  praised  the  Old  Coogie^ 
who  framed  it,  in  the  highest  manner. 

I'll  say  no  more  on  that  poinL  We've  Iw 
told  about  Shylock  doings,  &x.  What  the  n- 
mark  applies  to,  I  don't  know.  I  believe  t 
have  said  enough  to  show  that  it  can't  s^pJj  ^ 
the  Old  Congress.  I  don't  know  but  itmej 
refer  to  those  who  vote  against  this  bill.  1* 
must  apply  to  somebody.  Really,  he  did  not 
see  how  this  country  could  have  been  more 
lavish  in  expenditures.  But  every  me«n»nw* 
be  token  to  increase  them.  We  mu«  fund  lj« 
public  debt,  and  divide  five  millions  anwng  to* 
States.  Next  to  the  army  which  achieved  iw 
independence,  those  men  will  deserve  t» 
thanks  of  the  nation,  who  shall  wipe  the  pob- 
lic  debt  from  the  records  of  the  country.  B 
had  been  said  that  one-third  was  lost  by  IH 
funding  system.  I  never  beard  that  fact:  W, 
as  soon  as  the  fnuding  system  b^sn,  toj 
were  riders  from  Philadelpliia,  and  New  ic»> 
and  the  eastward,  scattered  all  over  the  ««>• 
try  as  thick  as  ever  tin  peddlers  were,  S*"'^ 
up  the  paper — which  gave  a  spring  to  the  »■' 
ness,  rather  than  otherwise.  There  we" J" 
post  roods  then,  but  people  conld  travel,  «* 
their  intereete  were  concerned,  withoot  U>aj- 
Will  any  gentleman  lay  his  hood  on  bis  aafl, 
and  say  that  he  thinks  there  was  any  oawr-. 
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ness  in  the  funding  sjetemt  If  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  fonding  sj^/eta,  the;  will  find  that 
there  was  a  plan  to  nulce  specuktors  diagm^ 
their  iU-gotten  wealth. 

I  look  npon  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to 
take  BO  much  money  ont  of  the  pockets  of  the 
desoendaots  of  the  soldiers,  to  pay  to  tlieae  in- 
dividnelB.    We  are  more  dispoaed  to  help  peo- 

C'  I  whom  we  know,  than  whom  we  don't 
ow.  We  feel  more  for  onr  neighbors  dian 
for  indifferent  persons.  We  associate  with  the 
officers,  and  we  Bympatliize  with  them,  Bnt 
we  knovr  nothing  of  the  soldiers.  As  to  the 
statement  that  the  H&rjland  line  did  not  agree 
to  the  commutation,  he  believed  they  accepted 
it,  and  that  was  agreement  enough.  He  had 
heard  much  of  suftering  women.  K  thei;  iiiu- 
bands  did  not  provide  for  them,  he  knew  that 
they  hsd  a  hard  stmggle.  Women  have  no  po- 
litical rights,  and  are  necessarily  passive  suffer- 
ers. There  were  no  petitions  from  women, 
and  no  committee  appointed  on  their  claims. 
ybej  sat  at  home  and  exercised  tho  virtnes  of 
patience  and  industry.  I  am  not  for  glory  and 
nonor.  I  go  on  a  different  prineiple.  I  do 
right  if  I  con ;  and,  if  I  do  wrong,  my  people 
will  tell  me  of  it  I  wish  that  eqnaL  Jnstioe 
shonld  be  done — not  give  one  a  silver  spoon, 
and  the  other  a  horn  one.  It  was  cnrions  to 
look  at  the  two  Houses — one  debating  on  econ- 
omy, and  the  other  opening  roads  and  canals  in 
every  direction. 

TnuBaDiT,  Fabroaty  1. 
Oaptort  of  the  Philadelphia. 

TJia  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatnr  and 
otl>ers  was  taken  np,  and  tho  question  being  on 
fllUng  the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  one  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars — 

Ur.  Hatne  (Churman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs)  said,  that;  so  deep  was  his  con- 
viction of  the  jnstioe  of  tho  claim  under  con- 
slderatioa,  that  he  could  not  believe  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  present  a 
clear  statement  of  the  faots,  and  to  explain  tho 

Sounds  on  which  tho  committee  had  proceeded 
reporting  this  bill.  In  doing  this,  said  Mr, 
H.,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  report,  which, 
ondcr  tho  direction  of  the  committee,  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Senate ;  to  which  I  will  add 
inch  observations  as  may  bo  necessary  to  give 
the  Senate  a  full  view  of  the  whole  subject 
The  cWm  which  It  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
satisfy,  is  founded  on  the  recapture  and  de- 
■tmction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  har- 
bor of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  1804.  I  do  not 
tiiink  it  necessary  Mr.  President,  to  go  back  to 
tbe  causes  which  led  to  the  Tripolitan  war.  It 
Is  well  known  that  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce in  the  Mediterranean,  the  demand  of 
tribute,  and  the  capture  of  American  citizens, 
for  whose  release  a  ransom  was  always  de- 
manded, sometimes  amounting  to  (8,000  a 
man,  compelled  the  United  States  at  length  to 
appeal  to  anna  for  the  redr^  of  these  griev- 


ances. As  soon  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  com- 
menced, Commodore  Pretile  was  despatched 
with  a  small  st^nodron  to  the  Ueditcrranean  to 
prosecute  hostilities ;  and  not  long  after  the 
arrival  of  his  squadron  on  the  Borbary  coasl^ 
the  frieate  Philadelphia,  of  44  guns,  then  com- 
mandM  by  Gommoaore  Bainbridge,  was  strand- 
ed on  rocks,  in  a  situation  which  rendered  re- 
sistance impossible,  led  to  her  capture  by  the 
enemy,  aod  the  imprisonment  of  her  officers 
and  crew,  amounting  to  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  in  one  of  the  dungeoiu  of 
Tripoli.  On  the  flood  tide  the  frigate  was  got 
off,  and  being  taken  into  the  Tripolitan  service, 
was  raoOTed  In  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  "  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  whole  of  the  Tripolitan  ma- 
rine, mounting  altogether  upwards  of  100 
Sieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  within  the  imme- 
iate  protection  of  formidable  land  batteries 
conristing  of  IIG  pieces  of  heavy  artillery," 
It  is  stated  that  "  be»des  this  force,  there  were 
encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its  vicin- 
ity, twenty  thonsand  troops,  and  that  upwards 
of  1,000  seamen  were  attached  to  the  fleet  in 
the  harbor,"  In  this  sitnation,  ur,  and  while 
the  fbroe  of  Oommodore  Preble,  originally 
small,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philadelphia,  so 
much  reduced  as  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  his 
operations  agtuast  the  enemy  with  any  proo- 
pect  of  success,  Stephen  Decatnr,  then  a  very 
young  man,  and  a  Junior  lieutenant  in  the  fleet, 
conceived  the  idea  of  entering  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli  in  the  night,  with  the  small  schooner 
Enterprise,  of  12  guns  and  about  70  men,  which 
he  then  commanded,  and  of  boarding  and  re- 
capturing the  frigate.  That  this  scheme  ori^- 
nated  with  Decatnr  is  assert^  by  the  commit- 
tee in  their  report;  but  f  this  fact  has  been 
questioned,  I  shall  proceed  to  establish  it  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  doubt  if  the  evidence 
before  us  is  to  be  relied  on.    It  is  due  to  the 


other  country^  that  the  truth  shonld  be  put  be- 
yond all  question ;  and  I  know  that  this  act  of 
justice  to  her  lamented  husband  will  he  more 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  petitioner,  than 
any  pecuniary  grant  you  could  possibly  make, 
I  will  now  refer  the  Senate  to  the  statements 
of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart  '^^°  served 
under  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  ooro- 
mand  of  the  Syren,  accompanied  Decatur  in 
his  expedition  ogunst  the  Philadelphia. 

Commodore  Stewart  in  &  letter  dated  De- 
cember 12th,  ]826,  addressed  to  Urs,  Decatur, 
says: 


to  understand  that  the  project  of  burning  that  fii'g- 
ate  ftt  her  noorlDgs,  and  thereby  remove  ■  serious 
Impediment  to  the  future  operaUona  of  the  squadron 
against  Tripoli,  originated  with  him.  This  under- 
standing  iraB  perfecuy  correct— it  did  originate  with 
your  late  husband,  and  he  first  volunteered  himself 
to  cany  it  Into  effect,  and  asked  the  pennisrion  of 
Commodore  Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  first  discoverine 
the  frigale  was  lost  to  the  squadron^)  lo  effect  It  ma 
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the  (chooner  Enterprise,  then  under  bla  command. 
Tbe  Comidander-in-Chief  ihought  it  too  bazardons 
to  be  effected  In  that  iraj,  but  protnlaed  joor  late 
buiband  tbit  the  object  should  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect on  a  proper  occwon,  and  tbat  he  ifaould  be  the 
eiecutiie  officer  when  it  iraa  done." 

In  BDO&er  letter,  dated  Jsniur;  0th,  1827, 
ConaaoioTA  gtewsrt  ujb  : 

"The  iqiiadron  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Preble  bad  been  dstained  some  time,  »l  the; 
wnnll J  airiTed  at  Gibraltar,  (vilh  th«  exception  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  the  acbooner  Tixen,) ' 
Minntcraot  the  boatilo  design*  of  the  Kmperor 
Morocco.  As  soon  as  the  Commodore  had  accof 
pUshed  his  ol^ecti  in  that  quarter,  ha  proceeded  off 
TKpoli,  In  the  Conttitutioii,  Mconpauied  b;  the 
schooner  Enterprise,  commanded  b;  four  buri)and. 
On  arriving  off  Tripoli,  where  the  Commodore  ti- 
peeled  to  find  the  frieate  Philadelphia  and  schooner 
Viicn,  blockading  Ibat  port,  be  dlscorered  that 
IVignte  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  wis  at  this 
time  your  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  the 
frigate,  with  the  Enterprise,  under  his  command — 
■nd  at  this  time,  u  I  stated  in  m;  former  letter  to 
you.  Commodore  Preble  assured  jour  husband  that 
the  frigate  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  be  should 
be  the  ciecutiTe  officer  when  done,  for  hii  having 
•o  handsomely  Tolunteered  his  eflorta  to  tlhcX  it 
iritb  tbe  schooner  Enterpriae.  I  give  you  these  lacta 
aa  I  received  them  from  Commodore  Preble  and 
your  husband,  at  the  time,  aa  veil  as  from  several 
oSccn  then  on  board  the  CooalitutJon.  Some  time 
after  this  I  arrived  at  Syracuse,  in  the  Syren  brig, 
from  Algierv,  and  offered  my  services  for  the  eipc- 
ditiou,vhich  were  accepted  by  Commodore  Preble, 

"Some  time  after  this,  when  the  eipedition  was  a 
subject  of  conversation  la  the  cabin  of  the  Constitn- 
Uon,  (which  was  frequently  the  case,  from  the  ex- 
treme urgency  on  our  part  to  have  It  effected  im- 
mediately, and  nnirilliTignesa  OD  the  part  of  the 
Commodore  to  have  it  executed  at  so  perilous  a 
•eason  of  the  year,  and  his  relnctance  to  put  any 
thing  to  hazard  in  a  force  originally  so  small,  but 
then  much  reduced  by  the  frigate  and  her  crew,) 
that  letters  were  received  fVom  Capt.  Bainbridge,  at 
Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  Jfalt^,  which  were  partly 
written  in  lemon  Juice,  and  which  the  Commodore 
read  to  us,  after  rendering  it  legible  before  the  fire. 
In  this  letter  the  pmcticabllil;  of  destroying  the 
frigate  was  strongly  urged  by  Captain  Bainbridge, 
and  the  mode  be  pointed  out  was  by  a  surprise. 
This  despatch  fhllj  confirmed  all  our  ideas  and  prc- 
tIous  convenations  on  that  subject,  decided  the 
Commodore  at  once  to  carry  It  into  effect — which 
wu  done  soon  after,  In  a  manner  set  forth  In  his  re- 
ports, on  tbat  sutject,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

In  Bopport  of  this  ataUnieiit,  we  have  the 
evidence  of  the  late  Captain  Bpence,  and  of 
Commodores  Channoey,  Kidgely,  Crane,  and 
Bodgera.    Oapt  Bpence  taje : 

"The  destruction  of  the  fri|»te  Philadelphia  is 
a»ociated  with  the  name  of  '  Decatur  only,'  and  I 
bad  always  suppoeed  him  to  be  the  projector  of  the 
enterprise,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been 
entrusted  with  its  eiecutloo.  There  could  be  no 
Other  good  reason  assigned  for  the  preference  given 
hiai,  in  the  presence  of  older  officers.  I  am  under 
the  impresaioo  tbat  Commodore  Decatur  waa  the 


delphia. " 


le  frigate  FlSt 


Commodore  Channeey  aaya : 

"I  state  tbat  I  was  not  in  the  HedtteTTaMtnisliBi 
the  Philadelphia  was  destroyed,  but  I  joined  tkc 
squadron  soon  after,  and  it  wu  getienlty  nodn^ 
stood  atDOOK  tha  oflcen  that  the  plan  for  her  d^ 
stnctloB  oi^Dated  with  Decatur ;  and  that  the  ei- 
ecutton  of  ll  was,  in  conaequenee,  eiitrwted  lolw 
managemenL  1  aoted  imder  thia  inprsMion  vba 
I  Jirgti  on  the  then  Secretary  of  tha  Navy  lb>  pr> 
priety  ofpromotiaK  the  gallant  Decatur  totbsnsk 
of  Post  Captain.' 

Capttdn  Kidgely  says ; 

"  I  have  a  moat  diatlnct  recollection  of  sQ  Ite 
clrcnmstaucea  attending  the  preparation  for  hanuB{ 
the  Philadelphia,  and  I  have  no  benitation  in  aiy^ 
that  the  whole  originated  with  Commodore  DenID 
— it  was  be  who  suggested  to  the  late  ComniPdin 
Preble  the  postiUUty  of  the  enterprise." 

Captain  Crane  aaya : 

"  My  recollectioDs  are  very  distinct  relatlre  Is  lU 
recapture  «f  the  frigate  PbiladelpUa.  It  has  alnn 
been  my  belief  that  Commodore  Decatur  ptssstd, 
aa  wet]  as  executed  the  enterprise." 

Commodore  Rodgers  eayt : 

"I  hud  always  supposed  the  plan  bywUeblU 
frigate  Philadelphia  waa  destroyed  was  pnjeeled  ly 
Commodore  Deeatnr." 

In  claiming  for  Decatnr  tho  merit  of  so^ 
gesting  the  daring  scheme  which  he  afterwsKi 
so  noU;  carried  mto  eSwit,  it  is  not  my  iiien- 
tion  in  the  smalleet  d^ree  to  detract  f^om  tbe 
merit  of  Commodore  Preble,  who  incmred  tbe 
heavy  respooubilitj  of  sanctioning  the  eater- 

Srise.  The  commander  of  tbe  sqoadnm,  in 
etermioing  to  commit  t4)  Becatnr  the  conduct 
of  the  expedition,  was  not  namindful  of  lbs 
extreme  hazard  of  the  undertaking.  Ue  vdl 
knew  that  its  snccess  woald  entirely  defend  cs 
the  celerity,  secrecy,  and  gallantry  of  its  M^ 
cntion ;  and,  conceiving  that  any  ^enipt  U 
bring  out  tbe  frigate  must  be  attended  with  h- 
traordioar/  hazard  to  tbe  captors,  and  posfiUj 
eipose  the  vessel  to  the  risk  of  being  f*"^ 
turcd— and  believing  tbat  tho  destrucliou  v 
the  PbiladGlpbia  would  sofGciently  restore  0* 
balance  of  power  to  enable  him  to  carry  od  bn 
operations  against  Tripoli,  sncceasfnllj— U" 
being,  perhapa,  moreover,  of  opinion  that  tbe 
destnicti&n  of  the  fngate,  nnder  the  vetr  ej» 
of  the  Tnrks,  waa  calcolated  to  mal:e  a  deeper 
and  more  lasting  Jmpresuon  on  their  fort^ 
even  than  hex  re-ci^ture,  he  resolved  tiiat  fM 
should  b*  destroyed ;    and^  therefore,  i«>i« 

Sremptory  orders  "that,  m  case  of  success 
icatnr  shonld  be  sure  to  let  fire  to  the  gm- 
room,  berths,  eock-pit,  rtoro-room  forwsrt 
berths  on  the  berth-deck,"  and  then,  liW 
"  blowing  out  her  bottom,"  to  abandon  hw. 
In  looking  at  these  orders  of  Commodore  Ft' 
ble,  I  have  been  forcibly  struck  njth  theirtfr 
markable  tone.  In  every  pajrt  of  them  he  ^ 
a  language  nbich  on*  here  inlght  be  sofyMi" 


,Coe>^lc 


to  use  to  another,  bj  whom  sll  diuigers  and 
diCBculties  were  fa>  be  tnunpled  on  M*^nothmg. 

With  the  ntmost  precUion,  ne  instrucfs  Dccotnr 
to  proreed  to  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  to  enter  it 
In  tlie  night,  to  board  the  "  Philadelphia,"  to 
carry  everj  thing  hj  the  sword,  and,  hevin) 
cctased  her  entire  destmctinn,  to  return  ant 
report  to  bini  1  As  if  the  eseontion  of  aoch  ai 
order,  by  a  iientenant  and  Mventy  men,  in  i 
nnall  k^h,  under  the  Sra  of  several  hnndred 
pieces  of  cannon,  was  a  matter  of  conrsel 
The  real  state  of  the  Oommodore's  flings, 
however,  peep  oat  in  the  eonelaiiion,  when,  In 
spite  of  hi9  tone  of  confidence,  bo  commends 
the  little  band  to  tJia  protection  of  Heuren, 
and  "May  Glod  prosper  yon  in  the  enterprise  1 " 
But,  to  return  to  the  expedition.  Becatur 
sailed  from  SrracnEe,  where  the  American 
sqnndron  then  lay,  on  the  Sd  of  February,  in  a 
small  ket«h,  of  sixty  tons,  called  tlie  Intrepid, 
with  abont  teventy  ollioera  and  men,  all  volun- 
teers, acoompanied  by  the  schooner  Syren, 
OMnmandeJ  by  Lieutenant  (now  Commodore) 
Stewart,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  dnty  of 
mpportinr  him  with  the  boats  of  the  Syren, 
and  covermg  his  retreat  After  eeveral  days  of 
Terr  tcmpeatnoos  weather,  he  arrived  off  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  and,  on  the  night  of  the 
leth,  proceeded  into  the  harbor,  ran  up  along- 
side of  the  Philadelphia,  (moored  as  I  have  de- 
scribed,) boarded,  and  carried  her,  after  a  short 
bnt  severe  conflict,  on  the  decks  of  the  frigate, 
in  which  upwards  of  twenty  Tnrks  were  killed 
on  the  spo^  and  the  rest  driven  below  or  over- 
board. At  this  critical  period,  Lieutenant  De- 
catur found  himself  in  quiet  possession  of  his 
Erize — not  a  gnn  hod  been  tired — the  alarm 
od  not  yet  been  spread,  and  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  pilot  who  conducted  the  expedition,  as 
well  as  of  several  naval  officers,  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances,  nnd  (the  committee 
have  been  osanred)  of  Decatur  himself,  that  the 
TcsBcl  might  have  been  brought  out  of  the 
harbor  in  safety ;  and,  if  that  had  been  accom- 
plished, the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
wonid,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  been  en- 
tiUed  to  the  fiiU  value  of  the  frigate,  certainly 
equal  to  two  or  three  hnndred  thousand  dol- 
lus.  But  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  com- 
nuinding  officer,  prevented  the  attempt;  and 
liAviDg  deliberately  set  fire  to  the  vessel,  in  tlie 
very  manner  pointed  out  in  his  orders,  and, 
lutving  remained  on  board  until  the  fionies 
"  burst  out  of  the  port-holes,  and  bad  reached 
the  rigging  and  the  tops,"  he  finally  abandoned 
her,  bringing  off  the  whole  of  his  crew,  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries  and  the  ship- 
Iticw,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man ! 

To  attempt,  Mr.  President,  a  eulogy  of  an 
exploit  like  this,  would  be  a  vain  and  fruitless 
efibrt.  I  must  borrow  the  langnage  of  others. 
A  gallant  officer,  now  no  more,  assures  us  that 
it  acquired  for  Decatur  the  meritorious  apfjel- 
lation  of  "  the  terror  of  the  foe."  Tn  the  lan- 
Kuage  of  your  oommittee,  it  was  on  achievement, 
ue  "  galliuitry  of  which  has  very  seldom  been 
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equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  the  naral  his- 
tory of  the  world,"  And,  in  the  offiRiol  de- 
spatches of  Gonmiodore  Preble,  it  Is  declared 
that  "  its  merit  can  hardly  be  sufSciently  esti- 
mated— it  is  above  all  praise."  To  this,  sir, 
there  is  nothing  te  be  added. 

But,  ur,  I  must  be  permitted  to  dwell,  for  a 
inoment,  on  tlie  consequences  of  tliis  victory, 
and  the  benefits  which  the  country  h«B  derived 
from.it.  The  Tripolitan  war  of  1804  has 
always  been  considered  as  having  contributed 
largelyiin  laying  the  foundation  of  the  naval 
glory  of  this  country.  It  kindled  that  spirit 
among  our  young  naval  men,  which  baa,  on 
every  occasion,  blazed  forth  with  so  much  \m. 
tre.  It  elevated  the  American  naval  character 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  and  inspired 
among  our  officers  that  confidence  in  them- 
selves, which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  (when  it  was  feared  tliat  our  ships  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  absolutely  swept  from  the 
ocean,)  enabled  tliem  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
equal  fight,  and  to  achieve  so  many  proud  vic- 
tories on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  From  that 
dork  hour  when  Decatur,  in  a  imoll  ketch,  with 
sixty  men,  illnmined  the  Castle  of  Tripoli  with 
the  blaze  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  whole  career 
of  our  Navy  (with  but  a  single  exception)  haa 
been  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  and  brilliant 
achievements.  Its  path  has  been  a  Sood  of 
glory.  But  it  is  in  the  effects  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  upon  the  Turks,  that 
I  would  at  this  time  more  especially  indst 
u[)on.  It  is  emnhaticnlly  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  no  ooubt  justly,  that  it  is  to  tha 
profound  impression  produced  by  this  and  other 
exploits  in  tlie  Tripolitan  war,  (capeoially  the 
ofiair  of  the  gun-boat,  in  which  Decatur  was 
again  so  prondly  distin^ishod,)  that  the  com- 
merce of^  this  oonntry  is  indebted  for  a  greater 
exemption  from  depredations,  on  the  part  of 
Tnrktsli  emisers,  than  has  been  experienced  by 
any  other  nation,  and  that  when  diffioultiea 
have  occurred,  they  have  been  a^josted  with 
unexampled  celerity,  and  at  an  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  altogether  inslgniflcon^ 
compared  with  that  to  which,  under  similar 
circumstances,  the  greatest  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  have  been  subjected.  In  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  this  position,  and  to  show  how 
largely  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  con- 
tributed to  produce  these  results,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  facta.  It  is  stated  by  Dr. 
fiidgely,  formerly  surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia, 
in  a  document,  on  the  table  of  every  Benator, 
that 

"  He  hnl  a  distinct  and  indelible  impression  of  tbs 
leading  events  of  Iim  itnpriaontnent.  The  Pacha  nnd 
'lis  coarl  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  exultation 
>n  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  was 
Jubilee  in  Tripoli.  So  citrtvignot  were  hts  calcn- 
latioDS,  that  he  would  not  lUlsn  to  any  proposal  of 
peace  and  ranaoio  for  a  less  sum  than  one  million  of 
rs.  Jn  this  condition  of  alTiiirs,  it  would  have 
impolitic  to  have  opened  a  nceotialloo.  Il 
would  have  been  regarded  as  an  evideace  of  ten 
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Kid  imbecUit;.  Thk  tone  of  eonfidence  >iid  tri- 
umph continued,  UDtil  the  daring  eaterprUe,  ied  on 
bf  jour  g^ll^nt  uid  lunented  hiubind,  iUuminaled 
b^  castle  *ith  the  biazc  of  lili  trophj.  The  aena- 
(ion  produced  b;  the  acbieTemeiit  was  indescribable 
— conat«rnatloii  and  dismaj  were  depicted  on  ererr 
lace,  fiut  tbe  best  evidence  of  ita  impression  waa 
the  frequent  conference*  of  the  Pacba  "■ith  the  con- 
suls, hia  undiagniaed  desire  to  make  peace,  and  hia 
proposition  to  that  effect,  on  temu  much  more  mod- 
cnte— I  think  two  hundred  tbouaaod  doUaM.  The 
terror  inepired  bj  the  re-oapture  and  conbgntim, 
(Increaaed  bj  the  attack  of  the  gun'boati,  on  the 
third  of  August,  1804,)«u  fell  during  the  waF,  and 
ila  inQueuce  iraa  acknowledged  wlwa  iha  treat;  of 
peace  waa  aigned." 

Bach  were  tbe  immediate  effects  of  this  ex- 
ploit. But  tbey  censed  not  with  the  war— we 
DO  longer  par  tribute.  Oat  Beamen  and  oar 
ships  in  the  Mediterranean  have,  for  opwards 
of  twenty  years,  enjojed  us  much  freedom 
among  the  "  licensed  pirates  "  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, aa  on  our  own  coasts.  Until  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  I  believe  no  depredations 
on  our  commerce,  of  any  consequence,  hud 
been  committed  by  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Being  thns  led  to  believe  that  our  ships  would 
necessarily  be  annihilated  in  that  contest,  onr 
rights  were  violated  by  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and 
Tnnis.  The  moment  peace  waa  made  with 
England,  onr  Qovemment  determined  promptly 
to  redress  these  wrongs,  and  Decatur  was  de- 
spatched for  that  purpose,  with  three  frigates, 
one  sloop,  one  brig,  and  three  schaoners.  HU 
was  but  the  van  of  a  larger  squadron  destined 
for  that  service.  But,  sir,  his  name  alone  ac- 
complished the  object  at  once,  almost  without 
cost,  and  without  bloodshed.  Sir,  it  is  almost 
Incredible,  it  is  a  fact,  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  worfore,  that  in  fifty  days  alter  the 
isquadron  sailed  fi'om  Sandy  Hook,  a  treaty  was 
signed  between  Algiers  and  the  United  Stales, 
Vnich  included  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  In  that  short  space  of 
time,  Decatur  "  had  cmised  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, fought  and  captured  a  Turkish  frigate 
and  some  einaller  vessels,  tilled  the  Algerine 
Admiral,  sailed  into  the  harbor  of  Algiers,  and 
ratified  a  treaty  at  the  cannon's  mouth."  From 
Algiers  he  proceeded  to  Tunis,  and  insisted  on 
and  instantly  obtained  payment  for  American 
property,  (to  the  value  of  near  S0,000  dollars,) 
which  had  been  cut  ont  of  that  harbor  by  the 
British.  From  Tunis  he  passed  on  to  Tripoli, 
and  there  effected  a  settlement  of  all  our  differ- 
ences, with  the  same  celerity  and  ease.  To 
■how  that  in  the  extraordinary  success  which 
attended  these  operations,  Becatnr  was  aided 
by  the  impression  of  his  own  gre^  name  and 
his  former  exploits,  I  will  read  a  few  lines  f^m 
tlie  statement  of  a  gentleman,  then  American 
Consul  at  Tunis,  who  tells  us  "he  was  on  the 
■pot  at  the  time,  and  perceived  the  effect  of 
tnat  influence."  He  thus  describes  the  inter- 
view between  the  Bey  and  the  messenger  of 
the  Commodore: 


"Tan  your  Admiral  to  come  aakoreand  see  me," 
aaid  the  Bey.  "  He  decline*  coming,  yonr  titghi— ^ 
unlit  these  dispute*  are  Kitled,  which  are  beat  done 
on  board  ship.  "  But  this  is  not  treating  me  with 
becoming  dignitj;  Hamuda  Pacha,  of  blesaed  mem- 
ory, commanded  them  to  land  and  airatt  at  the  paK 
■ce  until  he  pleased  to  receive  them."  "Terr 
likely,  yonr  highnesn,  bat  that  waa  twenty  yean  ago. 
"TliiB  Admiral  is  the  aaoM  one  who,  in  (he  war 
with  8adi  Yuaef,  of  Tnbll*,  bunit  tb«  fHgatef 
"  The  aame."  "  Hmn  t  why  do  tbey  aeira  wild 
yoong  men  to  treat  for  peace  with  old  Poareiat 
then  yon  Amerioans  don't  iprak  tnthi  jam  wrat 
to  war  with  Enetand,  a  saUon  with  a  graat  flat*, 
and  said  jou  took  their  fngates  in  equal  fight  \  aa 
honest  people  always  apeak  truth."  "Well,  air,  and 
that  waa  true.  Do  you  see  that  tall  ship  in  the  bay, 
with  a  blue  flag,  (the  Guerriere  F)  that  was  taken  from 
the  British;  that  one  neur  the  small  island,  (the 
Uicedonian,)  was  alto  captured  On  equal  terms;  that 
sloop  near  Cape  Carthage,  (the  Peacock,)  waa  alio 
taken  in  battle."  The  Bey  laid  down  hb  t^escojir, 
"posed  on  his  cushions,  and  with  a  small  tortoa- 

lell  comb,  set  with  diamonds,  ce 

A  small  vessel  got  under  weigt 
the  batteries;  a  pinnace  with  a  few  i 
•bont  the  hnriror,  and  one  person,  dressed  in  tha 
garb  of  a  sailor,  was  taking  aouidinga — it  waa  De- 
catur. "Tell  the  AdmirJ  to  land,^Eaid  tbe  Bey, 
"  and  all  shall  be  settled  to  his  satisfacUou,"  ahich 
was  done. 

The  rapidity  and  success  with  which  Deca- 
tur brought  to  a  conclusion  our  difierences 
with  three  of  the  Barbary  States,  forms  a  strik- 
ing contrast  with  the  difficulties  experienced 
almost  immediately  afterwards  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  Holland,  and  more  recently  by  France, 
in  settling  their  disputes  with  one  of  them. 
Not  many  months  after  Decatur  had  concluded 
his  treaty  with  Tripoli,  Lord  Exmonth,  in  com- 
mand of  the  combined  British  and  Dotch  flcet^ 
endeavored  to  accomplish  the  same  thing,  and 
what  was  the  result  f  With  a  force  consisting 
of  five  ships  of  the  line,  clferen  frigates,  and  a 
great  number  of  smaller  vessels,  he  was  hardly 
able,  after  a  most  bloody  battle,  (in  which  he 
lost  150  men  killed,  and  had  TOO  wonnded.)  to 
extort  a  peace,  on  terms  less  advantageoos  than 
those  which  Decatur  had  obtained  in  a  frw 
hours,  "  without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  lite, 
or  the  loss  of  a  spar  or  a  rope."  And  even 
now,  while  I  am  spe.iking,  a  powerftil  French 
fleet,  which  has  been  engaged  for  months  in 
vaia  attempts  to  extort  peace  from  the  same 
nation,  has  nothing  to  boast  of  bat  a  aiode 
drawn  battle.  It  has  been  remarked,  sir.liy 
one  of  onr  most  distinguished  citizens,  "  that 
the  greatest  slatcaraen  of  the  last  war  were  the 
heroes  of  our  army  and  navy,"  and  I  think  1 
may  add  that  they  have  proved  themselves,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  our  ablest  negotiators^ 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  this  topic^  I  wiH 
come  directly  to  the  inquiry,  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  pecuniary  reward  is  now  dne  to 
the  csptors  of  the  Philadelphia  t  On  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  sir,  I  adopt  as  my  owa 
the  views  of  the  committee.    At  tha  timtef 
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the  oaptare  of  the  Fbil&delphia,  the  nar;  was 
joaag,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  miuij,  even 
of  onr  wiseat  Btatesmen,  tliot  it  was  not  the 
trae  po1ic7  of  the  United  States  to  Btreagthon 
this  arm  of  the  national  defence.  The  system 
which  bos  since  been  introduced,  and  which 
■eonu  now  to  onlte  all  safirages  ia  its  fitvor, 
had  not  yet  tieeu  established,  and  appropriate 
rewards  for  distingaished  services  had  not  l>ecn 
provided.  Conffresa,  tlierefore,  though  appro- 
eiating  veiy  highly  the  valor  and  good  conduct 
of  Deeatnr,  and  his  gallant  associates,  con- 
tented themselves  with  bestowing  mere  lion- 
orarj  rewards,  unless  it  can  be  considered  as 
an  exception  to  the  remark,  that  they  devoted 
two  months'  pay  to  the  officers  and  men ; 
which,  it  ia  undoratood,  the  former  onani- 
monsly  declined  to  receive.  When,  at  a  later 
period,  however,  the  people  of  the  United 
6tat«s  came  to  feel  and  acknowledge  the  im- 
portance of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence — 
when  oar  oJBcers  and  men  were  every  day 
covering  tliemselves  and  their  country  with 
glory,  a  better  and  more  ]iberal  spirit  sprang 
up,  and  was  cherished,  towards  this  long- 
neglected  department  of  the  pablic  service. 
Prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  tho 
Constitntion,  we  believe,  no  cose  hod  occurred 
in  which  a  pecuniary  reward,  for  a  naval  vic- 
tory, had  been  paid  oat  of  the  pohlio  treasury. 
A  share  in  the  thing  captured  was  all  that  the 
laws  or  usages  of  the  country  allowed :  and, 
if  that  perished  in  the  conflict,  the  victors  went' 
without  their  reward.  When,  however,  the 
navy  hod  fought  itself  into  favor,  and  oar 
naval  heroes  coma  to  be  regarded  with  the 
gratitnde  and  affection  which  could  no  longer 
be  witliheld,  the  rule  was  adopted  of  paying, 
out  of  the  public  pnrse,  for  vessels  destroved 
in  battle ;  and  the  principle  is  now  settled, 
from  the  uniform  probtice  of  the  Government, 
for  fourteen  years,  that  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  for  vessels  sunk  in  battle, 
or  necessarily  destroyed  in  consequence  of  in- 
jaries  received  in  the  conflict.  Conceiving, 
tlierefore,  th.it  it  is  the  establidved  policy  and 
settled  practice  of  the  Government,  to  allow 
compensation  in  all  snch  cases,  though  they  do 
not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  prize 
acts,  the  Question  now  presents  itself,  whether 
the  same  liberal  prin'-lple  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  etw-j  of  the  Philadelphia,  and 
whether  compensation  is  not  as  justly  due  to 
the  captors  of  that  vessel  as  to  the  captors  of 
the  Gnerriera  and  the  Java,  or  of  the  gon-boat 
destroyed  on  Lake  Ontario?  On  tins  point, 
the  committee  wore  clearly  and  unanimoosly 
of  opinion,  that  both  Joatire  and  policy  concur 
in  support  of  the  claim.  Where  all  the  facts 
ore  notorions,  and  the  merit  of  the  claimants  is 
confessedly  of  the  highest  order,  the  Govern- 
ment ought  not  to  avaU  itself  of  the  mere  lapse 
of  time;  nor  can  1  conceive  any  sound  reason 
why  a  rule,  founded  on  Justice  and  enlarged 
princinles  of  public  policy,  ihonld  not  be  ex- 
tended to  those  who  nave  achieved  signal  vic- 


tories, before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption,  I 
oome  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  with  great 
confidence,  and  I  know  the  Senate  will  oonear 
with  me,  that  a  reasonable  compensation  ought 
now  to  be  granted  to  the  captora  of  the  Phila- 
ddphio, 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  amount  which 
.ought  to  be  granted.  On  this  point  I  propose 
to  Took  to  precedents,  all  of  which  are  collected 
and  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 
On  examining  those,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
amount  granted  by  Congress,  for  vessels  burnt, 
or  destroyed  in  battle,  varied  from  one-fonrth 
to  the  fall  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed.  In 
the  cases  of  the  Java  and  Guerriere,  about  one- 
fourth  was  allowed,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Brit- 
ish sloop-of'War  Hermes,  destroyed  in  the  aU 
tack  on  Fort  Bowyer,  her  full  value  was  paid 
to  the  garrison.  Without  examining  all  of^tbe 
precedents,  there  ia  one  to  which  I  will  coll  tlie 
particular  attention  of  the  Senate.  During  the 
operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  carried  on  by 
Cktmntodore  Cliannoey,  a  British  gnn-boat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  was  destroyed  by  two 
barges,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Gregory. 
For  this  exploit  no  reword  was  ever  cl^msd 
by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  yeora  afterwords,  one  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  that  affair,  came  here  and  presented 
a  claim  to  Congress.  The  subject  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  of  which  a  distinguished  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  (no  longer  a  memtwr  of 
this  House)  was  churman,  and  of  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  he  a  member.  The  sutiject  was 
fully  investigated ;  all  the  precedents  exam- 
ined, and  a  bill  reported  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  three  thousand  dollars,  which  was  cer- 
tified by  Commodore  Chaoncey  to  be  the  full 
value  of  the  gun-boat,  to  Lieutenant  Gre^ry 
and  his  party.  Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  if  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  found  itself  constrwned,  by  the  pecnniory 
embarrassments  of  the  oonntry,  to  grant  to  the 
captors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java  only 
one-fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  de- 
stroyed— after  the  oonalusion  of  peace,  in  > 
more  prosperous  condition  of  the  country  and 
of  the  treasury,  they  have  not  hesitated  to 
grant  the  fall  value.  Viewing  the  subject  in 
all  its  bearings ;  taking  into  conrideration  the 
extraordinary  merit  of  the  achievement ;  the 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  granting  com- 
pensation ;  and  the  small  nnmher  of  person* 
engaged  in  the  enterprise;  it  has  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars would  he  a  reasonable  sum  to  be  now 
granted  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia. 
The  only  remaining  point  to  be  considered  is, 
the  proper  distribution  of  that  amount.  On 
this  branch  of  the 'subject,  the  committee  have 
experienced  some  embarrassment.  The  cose 
docs  not,  in  this  respect,  come  within  cither 
tho  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  prize  act.  That 
act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  vessels  captured  and  condemned. 
Where  roaseU  have  been  destroyed,  tho  captora 
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can  only  be  eompeniaUd  by  Tirtne  of  special 
acta  of  Cangr«aH,  and  under  nieli  proTinoiu  m 
may  bo  adapted  to  the  peculiar  circumetoDces 
of  each  particulsr  case,  TL«  mode  of  distribn- 
tion  prescribed  by  ttie  prue  act,  is  mo«t  obvi- 
oaiily  applicable  only  U>  a  full  crew.  In  rt^- 
lating  ttie  proportions  of  priie-moncjr  vhicii 

the    cujitaiD,  a  midshipman,  and  a  common  1 ^,.  _^ ^ 

■oilor  should  receive  in  a  frig&t«  of  44  t^ns,  it    whomaoeter,  i^e  dittribaiiTe  iLue  doeto 

b  manifest  thot  the  ci^Dlation  must  be  founded  j  cr  penow  berein  proTided  for.  to  anj  oibcr  p^ 

OD  the  idea,  that  there  would  bo  a  certain  nmn-    ron  or  pcrwni  vhomaocTCT,  Ihu  to  him,  hu.  w 

ber  of  midBhipmen,  as  well  as  of  wulors,  on    "■«"».  f"  "horn  it  ii  approptUtei),  or  to  bii,  bet, 

board  of  aneh  a  aliip :   for,  otherwise,  if  there  :  "  'heir  IprU  irprenenUiirc  or  repretPBUtirea,  fint 

were  but  one  midshipman,  fur  instance,  ho    ^^ 

night    receive    more    than    hia    commander. 


Mr.  Uatsi,  for  Glling  the  ■ 
bill,  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

Ur.  SviTii,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  offered  tba 
foilowint;  iiroriao  to  the  biJl — ^bich  wai  agreed 

ProriJei,  That  Ibe  Aecoanliiig  Offiren  daS  B 
no  iiuluicv  paj  otct  any  ponioa  of  the  moocjl 
lerdn  approp^ted  to  any  oUier  pcnm  or  pcmoi 


Yiaia  tbia  view  of  the  mbjcct,  it  is  dear  that 
mle  of  diatribntion  properly  applicable  to  a 
fnll  trew,  cannot  be  justly  applied  to  a  akelo- 
tou  crew,  filling  ap  none  of  the  ckaaca  arranged 
is  the  prize  acts.  The  cloture  of  a  frigate  of 
tJie  largest  elua,  by  a  lieatenont  and  Id  men,  in 
a  amall  ketch,  is  so  ont  of  the  nsool  coQrae,  and 
•0  contrary  to  nil  reaaonablo  calculation,  that 
the  very  existonce  of  snch  an  extroordinai? 
case  seems  to  prodnca  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing a  new  mle  for  the  case  itself;  and,  in  tha 
present  instance,  this  can  be  the  more  readily 
done,  OS  the  proposed  grant  is  not  founded  on 
tho  law,  bnt,  re^ng  entirely  on  the  liberality, 
may  be  regulated  by  the  sound  discretion,  of 
Congress.  After  looking  carefully  into  the 
subject,  and  consulting  experienced  naval  offi- 
cers, the  committee  coutd  not  discover  any 


be  such  by  the  sud  accoonlii; 
offlcera.  TSor  shall  any  eoDtrmct,  bargwn,  or  nl(^ 
of  aoy  snch  diatribntiTe  share  to  any  othm  pem 
or  persona  be  in  anywise  obligklor?  oa  the  inikr, 
but  shall  be  held  to  be  noU  ud  raid,  to  «B  inuaU 


Koas^T,  Febmarj  11. 
Captor*  of  tlU  Piilad^phia. 
[The  biU  for  the  reUef  of  Ura.  Suaaa  Deolar  aal 
othei*,  waa  taken  npL 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  pawei^ 
■nd  sent  to  the  Bouse.] 

Poaen  ofiht  Vice  PreaidentSiffht  to  CtS  i 
Senator  to  Order— Right  of  tk»  Settlor  U 
Appoal. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Bidoklt,  tli«  Senate  pn>- 
eqnitable  mle  of  distribution  than  that !  ceeded  to  ttie  coDsidcratioD  of  the  report  of  tlM 
recommended    by    the   Navy  Commisaionere,  \  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rales  of  tba 
:  that,  after  reserving  for  the  commanding    Senate;    when  the  amendmcnta  reported  *" 


officer  of  the  sqnodron  one-twentieth  of  the 
whole  sum,  the  residue  be  divided  among  the 
officers  and  men  in  the  same  relative  propor- 
tions which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew  of 
the  Intrepid  had  consisted  of  the  same  number 
tm  that  oi  tho  frigate  Philadelphia  at  the  IJme 
of  her  capture  by  the  Tripolitans. 

"Hi.  H.,  in  conclusion,  said  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  was  prepared  in  conformity 
with  the  views  he  hod  submitted  to  the  Senate, 


tha  committee  ■» 


jverally  read  ajid  sgretd 


Ur.  Taibwbll  rose  to  intjnlre  of  the  cbli^ 
man  of  tho  committee,  whether  the  6th  and  Tlk 
roles  had  been  considered,  and  whether  tlis 
committee  proposed  any  olterslion  in  tbcm. 
Ur.  T.  referred  to  a  decision  made  in  relatjoa 
to  those  rules  by  the  Vice  President  two  years 
ngo.  Mr.  T.  thought  then,  and  still  thon^t, 
tliat  the  decision  of  the  Vice  President  nu 


and  he  oipreased  an  earnest  hope  that  the  ■  correct    The  Vice  President,  in  his  t^inioi, 
country  would  this  doy  pay  in  port  that  debt    had  not  the  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order  for 


of  gratitude  M  justly  due  to  tho  captors  of  the 
PtaUodclphia,  and  which  bad  remained  so  long, 
not  only  nnsoljsfied,  hut  almost  unackmowl- 
odged. 

The  motion  to  reHMmmit  was  rejected  by  tba 
following  vote : 

'  T«AS.— Uessrs.  Batentan,  Bell,  Berrien,  Cham* 
hers.  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Knight,  Uacon, 
N'oble,  Busfflea,  Thomaa,  Tfler,  '^'illiami — IG. 

Nats. — Jlesars.  Bstnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bon- 
Ucuy,  Branch,  Dickenon,  Ellis,  Foot,  Barriion, 
£]ne,  Hcndricka,  Jobiuoa  of  Kentucky,  Jobnaton 
of  Louiaiana,  Kane,  Kiu|;,  UcKinlcy,  UcLane, 
Farris,  Bobbins,  Bovan,  Bidgcly,  Seymour,  Sils- 
boe,  Braith  of  Maryland,  Smilh  of  Souih  Carolina, 
laiewell,  Tan  Buren,  While,  'Willey,  Woodbury 
—80. 

The  question  was  taken  on  tlie  motioa  of 


ords  spoken  in  debate — it  was  a  power  llut 
ought  not  to  be  (^ven  him. 

Mr.  BiDOBLT,  in  renly,  stated  that  tleie 
mlea  (Che  Qth  and  7th)  hod  been  considered  b; 
tha  committee,  who  were  of  opinion  tbst  no 
nlterstioQ  in  them  was  necessary  or  exnedienti 
and  that  the  deciuon  under  them  of  the  Vi« 
President,  oUnded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, waa  substantially  correct. 

Hr.  Kma,  a  member  of  the  committee,  viti» 
an  explanation  similar  to  that  of  Ur.  Bidout. 
lie  had  no  doubt,  in  his  own  mind,  that  thft 
decision  of  the  President,  just  allnded  to,  was 
a  correct  one.  There  waa  one  member  of  tlie 
committee,  however,  who  differed  in  opinio* 
with  the  m^ority  in  rezard  to  these  rules,  sw 
who  hod  proposed  an  alteration  of  them.  Hs 
was,  however,  overruled  bj  the  dedaioa  rf 
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the  other  membera  of  tho  eomniiUoe^  who 
thought  it  beat  thai  tlie  ral««  should  romua  w 
the;  were. 

Ur.  Foot  declared  himself  to  be  the  member 
of  the  committee  alluded  to,  who  hod  pruposvd 
the  omendiaent  to  the  6tii  rule;  and  after 
being  called  upon  Id  this  manner,  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  propose  the  Nune  nmeDdinent  for 
the  considerstioa  of  the  Senate ;  and  should 
assign  the  Teosooa  which  induced  him  to  offer 
that  amendment  in  the  oommittee,  and  which 
he  now  felt  it  his  duty  to  urge  before  the  Sen- 
ate, in  fsTOr  of  its  adopUon.  Sir,  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  has  stated  veiy  oorraottj'  the 
proceeding!  of  the  committee  on  the  subject. 
The  mlea  of  the  Senate  ore  few  in  number, 
embracing  only  tho  casee  in  which  the  Senate 
hare  tho^^t  proper  to  deport  from  the  rules 
of  proceeuDg  u  Jefferson's  If  onaal,  which  ^)- 
peon  to  have  been  adopted  hj  consent,  ta  their 
guide  in  all  tbeir  deliberations.  Tho  8th  and 
7th  roles  of  the  Senate,  bj  the  construction 
^ven  b;  the  present  presiding  officer,  have  put 
It  eutirely  out  of  the  power  of  an;  person  to 
call  a  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken,  until 
the  Senator  shall  have  finished  bis  spoeoh. 
For,  if  the  presiding  officer  has  not  the  power, 
it  exists  in  no  one ;  for,  in  Jefferson's  Uonuol 
it  is  laid  down  ezpiicitl;,  that  "  Offensive 
words  are  not  to  be  notacod  until  the  inemlKtr 
has  finished  bis  spoccli,  then  the;  are  to  be 
written  down."  It  apponrs  from  this,  that  these 
rnles,  instead  of  focUit^ling  the  business,  are 
ooIt  calculated  to  produce  embarrassment ; 
and  it  is  tot;  evident  that  such  has  been  their 
operation  in  relation  to  the  caw  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr,  Tazbwbll)  has  al- 
luded. And,  sir,  in  m;  opinion,  the  rules 
shonid  either  bo  amended  so  as  to  recognize  In 
the  President  the  power  to  call  to  order,  or 
that  the;  should  be  exponged,  and  leave  tho 
Moaoal  for  onr  guide;  for,  under  tliat  rule,  it 
is  mnde  the  dut;  of  the  presiding  officer  to  coll 
to  order :  for,  in  speaking  of  offensive  words  in 
debate,  he  says,  "  such  proceedings  Mr.  Speak- 
er ought  to  suppresB,"  It  would  seem  from 
the  Cth  rule,  as  if  it  was  not  oontemplated 
that  the  President  shonid  call  to  order  for 
words  spoken,  because  the  member  is  required 
to  take  his  seat  until  the  President  decides 
whether  he  is  in  or  out  of  order.  And  if  colled 
to  order  b;  the  President,  it  would  seem  un- 
necessar;  ^at  he  should  take  his  seat  to  allow 
time  for  the  President  to  decide ;  for  the  coll 
to  order  would  of  course  be  a  decision  of  tho 
first  instance. 

Mr.  Macok  said  that  he  thought  the  Presi- 
dent ought  not  coll  to  order.  He  should  sit 
In  his  seat  to  decide  between  tlie  members, 
and  he  ought  to  l>e  pure  and  unbiassed,  like  a 
Judge  apon  the  bench.  Or,  said  Mr.  M.,  sup- 
pose that  be  improperl;  calls  to  order,  to 
whom  ore  jou  to  appeal  t  lie  is  to  decide ; 
therefore,  he  ought  to  keep  aloof  from  the 
cause  of  complaint,  and  not  be  the  originator 
of  the  call,  so  as  to  Judge  impartioU;  between 
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the  opposite  partiee.  Ue  had  rather  have  it  so, 
than  alter  it. 

Mr.  Kisa  here  rood  the  6tb  and  ?th  rules, 
and  commented  on  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment as  proposed  b;  Mr.  Foot.  If  ;on  give, 
sud  Mr.  K.,  this  power  to  the  Vice  President, 
;ou  dotho  him  with  the  most  tremendous  and 
dangerous  power ;  a  power  no  less  tlian  that 
of  putting  on  end  to  debate ;  to  gag  a  member 
when  tho  coarse  of  debate  is  not  consonant  to 
his  wishes  or  his  feelings.  He  would  sapposa 
that  the  Vice  President  was  connected,  either  b; 
interest  or  b;  inclination,  with  those  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government;  he  would  then 
have  the  power  to  pnt  a  member  dotvn  the 
moment  he  discussed  a  sulfject  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  abroad  to  the  people — a  power 
which,  if  he  chose  to  eierciso  jt,  would  make 
him  the  veriest  tyrant  in  existence.  It  is  not 
necessor;,  sdid  Mr.  K.,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  Senate  with  regularit; 
and  decorum,  to  give  an;  such  power.  He 
liod  no  idea  of  snt^eoting  the  freedom  of  debate 
to  the  control  of  an;  one  individual.  What- 
ever confidence  he  might  have  in  the  present 
presiding  officer,  still  the  time  might  arrive 
wheu  this  power,  if  now  given,  would  be  found 
in  dangerous  hands.  Ho  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail.  He  repeated,  he  had 
ever;  eonlidcnco  in  tho  impartiality  and  cor- 
rectness of  tho  decisions  of  the  present  presid- 
ing officer,  but  he  wished  to  guard  against  any 
possible  contingency. 

Mr.  DicxsRSON  said  it  was  certiun  that  any 
member  of  the  Senate  hod  a  right  to  call 
another  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
liowever  inoffensive  those  words  might  be; 
and  he  considered  it  equally  certain  that  the 
president  might  coll  to  order  for  words  spoken 
m  debate,  when  those  words  might  be  an  out- 
rage upon  the  decorum  of  the  Senate.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  preserve 
order.  The  power  to  do  this  must  be  an  in- 
herent one,  without  which,  the  duty  could  not 
bo  performed,  and  the  oiScer  could  not  preside. 
He  has,  and  most  have,  so  much  power  as  to 
preserve  deoomm  in  the  Scnato,  that  tho  buei- 
neea  ma;  proceed  without  iutermptiou.  Two 
;ears  ago,  when  two  Benolora,  by  the  violenca 
of  their  remarks  upon  each  other,  totally  in- 
terrupted the  buriness  of  the  Senate,  they  were 
called  to  order  by  a  third  Senator,  who  woa 
directed  to  reduce  the  words  to  writing;  this 
he  refused  to  do,  as  it  was  no  conoern  of  bis. 

Mr.  Yls  Bcbbx  said  tbat  ho  did  not  con- 
ceive that  the  oflloe  conferred  the  right  to  call 
to  order.  If  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President 
were  derived  from  the  constitution,  as  nobody 
doubted,  he  knew  of  no  sanction  to  that  power, 
either  in  coses  of  irrelevancy  or  impropriety 
of  speech.  The  only  express  power  granted 
b;  the  constitution,  was  that  of  ^ving  the 
casting  vote.  This  amendment  went  to  ^ve 
him  another  power  not  contemplated  by  the 
oonstitation.  On  the  contrary,  the  couatitu- 
tjon  haa  given  the  right  to  tlie  two  Houses  to 
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moke  rules  for  the  goyemmeiit  of  their  own 
members,  and  for  the  direction  of  their  pretid- 
iog  officers.  He  thought  the  power  a  aanc«r- 
ona  one  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice 
President.  It  was  aerer  tolerated,  and  it  was 
never  Intended  to  be,  that  a  member  ibonld  be 
pat  down  because  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
chow  to  present  his  Tiewa  or  defend  his  princi- 
ples. Yet  this  miuht  happen,  under  the  disere- 
tion  which  wonld  be  given  bj  this  amendment. 
As  to  the  indiTidnnlB  of  the  Senate,  he  coold 
not  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  come, 
when  thej  wonld  be  so  forgetful  of  their  own 
dignit}*,  and  that  of  the  bodj,  as  not  to  call  to 
order  anj  tnomber  who  should  overstep  the 
bonnds  of  decorum.  He  was  satisfied  with  the 
rnle  as  it  was ;  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbstojc  was  opposed  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  nnnccesaarj  power  in  irresponsible 
hands,  and  of  that  dtaracter  he  conceived  the 
present  motion  to  be.  Ever;  Benotor  had 
now  the  right  to  coll  to  order,  and  certainly 
forty-seven  Senators  were  enough  to  watch 
one.  It  conld  not  be  neeeBsary  to  increase  tlio 
number  to  forty-eight,  by  adding  the  Vice 
President,  who  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  us. 
"We  do  not  elect  him,  and  we  cannot  displace 
him,  except  by  an  impeachment,  which  mnst 
be  instituted  in  the  other  Ilonsc.  Nor  is  it 
safe  to  vest  the  power  of  restraining  debates 
in  an  officer  like  him,  not  concerned  in  the  de- 
bate, and  not  responsible  to  us  for  the  oiercise 
of  his  power.  lie  may  abase  this  power,  and 
we  are  without  remedy.  The  power  of  stop- 
ping a  member  in. debate — of  making  him  sit 
down  and  proceed  in  another  manner,  or  not 

Siroceed  at  all,  is  a  power  of  high  import. .  The 
eelings  of  the  Senotor  may  be  deeply  wounded 
by  it,  but  that  is  a  triHa  compared  with  the 
ii(jury  which  may  be  done  to  his  constituents. 
A  debate,  vital  to  their  liberties,  might  be 
stopped  and  terminated,  nnder  the  pretence  of 
oonflning  the  Speaker  to  a  particnlar  question ; 
and  the  injury  would  be  without  remedy.  The 
Vice  President  liolds  his  office  Independent  of 
the  will  of  the  body  over  which  he  presides, 
and  in  that  respect  differs  from  the  Speaker 
<rf  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  all  other 
presiding  officers  to  which  he  boa  been  likened. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
responsible  to  the  body  over  which  he  presides. 
They  moke,  and  they  can  nnmoke  him,  and  be 
is  vested  with  powers  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  which  the  Senate  have  never  conferred 
npon  the  President  of  this  body.  Bot  the 
principle  involved  in  this  qnestion  has  already 
been  decided  upon,  and  acted  on  for  two  years ; 
I  aJlnde  to  tlie  appointment  pf  committees 
taken  away  from  the  President  of  this  body 
because  he  was  not  responsible  to  us,  and  re- 
tained in  onr  own  hands,  slthongli  it  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  the  power  had 
been  well  exercised.  The  admission  Is  general, 
if  not  unanimous,  that  yon,  sir,  hod  exercised 
thia  power  diacroctly  aad  Qnexoaptionably- 


no  obJecUon  was  taken  to  yonr  condort-Ht 
waa  conceded  all  roaod  that  it  was  a  power  of 
a  nature  to  be  better  exercised  by  a  prcMding 
officer  than  t>y  the  Senate  at  large ;  but,  be- 
cause yon  were  not  one  of  ns,  not  created  by 
08,  nor  responrible  to  us,  this  power  was  tikea 
out  of  your  hands.  I  see  no  difierence  in  the 
principle  of  the  two  cases,  and  there  shall  be 
no  difference  in  my  conduct  npon  them.  1 
voted  to  take  the  appointing  power  over  com- 
mittees out  of  your  hands,  because  you  wers 
not  one  of  ns,  and  I  oppoae  yonr  riefat  to  stop 
me  in  debate,  for  a  real  or  supposed  latitude^ 
expression,  for  the  same  reason. 

Allusion  baa  been  made,  sir,  to  past  scenes  in 
this  chamber,  when  a  Senator,  not  now  amcm- 
ber  of  this  body — one  whom,  I  am  prond  to 
say,  honors  me  with  the  name  of  friend,  (Mr. 
RiSDOtpn,) — has  been  supposed  to  tronsceod 
the  freedom  of  debate,  and  yoO,  sir,  were  «n- 
surcd  for  permitting  it.  According  to  6x 
opinion  which  you  then  expressed,  and  whith 
I  concur  in,  yon  had  no  power  to  call  to  order 
for  that  cause,  and  the  present  motion  goes 
upon  that  idea,  otherwise  it  wonld  not  be 
necessary  now  to  confer  this  power.  Thstm 
were  right  in  your  decision,  is  atrooglj  to  be 
inferred,  from  the  fact,  that  of  fortj-seim 
Senators  having  the  undoubted  right  to  call  U 
order  on  these  occasions,  no  one  did  it;  uidif 
those,  whose  rights  were  nnqnestionabk,  Si 
not  act,  it  certainly  was  excusable  in  yon, 
whose  authority  was  at  least  donbtfnl,  to  fd- 
low  their  eioraplo.  One  thing  is  certain;  if 
you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  side  of  liberty,  not 
of  authority;  and  the  rarity  of  these  kindof 
errors,  by  those  in  power,  should  give  tbem 
a  claim  to  our  respect,  when  they  do  occur. 
But  I  do  not  admit  there  was  an  error,  nor  do 
I  rest  the  vindication  of  my  friend  npon  pfe- 
somptnons  inferences  derivable  from  our  own 
conouct.  I  take  higher  groond,  and  soy  tli»l 
nothing  which  we  have  ever  heard  from  1b«t 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  in  reference  to  onr 
President  and  his  Becrctaries,  exceeded  in 
severity  and  violence  what  !s  said  niih  ini- 
pnnity  in  the  British  Porlinment,  by  commoncn 
as  wdl  aa  peers,  of  their  king  and  his  wjoy 

i  have  soma  acquaintance  with  the  debstM 
of  the  British  Parliament— not  so  niofh  *"' 
ought  to  have — bnt  enough  to  bear  w«  out  it 
the  assertion,  that  the  king  and  his  miniften 
have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  ia  both 
Honses  of  Parliament,  with  a  degree  of  seTeritj 
which  the  gentleman  alluded  to  never  tno- 
scended  on  this  floor,  in  any  thing  which  hcM» 
of  our  President  and  his  Ministers.  I  swii  ™ 
what  has  occurred  in  the  British  Pwiiamw' 
in  times  of  order  and  subordination,  *''*'' ^ 
Speakers  were  men  of  the  first  weight  m 
dignity  of  character,  and  when  no  one  mHw 
them  to  order;  and  I  mnst  be  pcrmitteJ^ 
soy,  that  it  argues  badly  for  the  fpirit  of  tM 
times  in  our  country,  that  it  is  an  evil  oni» 
for  our  republican  institutions,  if  AmefM 
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Benaton  oannot  be  ta  free  with  their  Preuilent 
and  Secretaries,  as  British  subjects  ms^  be 
with  theii  maiuwch  and  his  prime  miaisters. 
But  this  reproach,  sir,  does  Dot  iie  at  jour 
door.  B;  jour  decision,  you  prevented  the 
Btain  &\>m  sticking  to  your  skirts.  That  you 
Tere  right,  I  than  believed,  and  still  believe. 
Even  npou  a  critical  construction  of  our  own 
rules,  leaving  out  the  enlarged  considerations 
which  govonted  you,  your  uecisiun  will  stand 
the  test  of  the  severest  scrutiny.  Those  rules 
only  ^v«  yon  a  power  to  decide  after  the  qnes- 
tioD  of  order  is  raised  and  placed  before  yon. 
When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  his  words 
shall  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  the  Presi- 
dent shall  decide.  This  is  tliorule.  Now  why 
reduce  to  writing,  except  to  infono  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  wonL  excepted  to  1  And  why  in- 
form tiim,  if  he  already  knon's  them?  And 
why  make  another  decision,  if  he  hnd  already 
decided  in  the  fact  of  calling  to  order !  The 
words  nod  the  spirit  of  the  rule  go  upon  the 
idea,  that  one  member  is  to  occnso  anotlier  of 
disorder,  and  that  yoo,  as  a  disinterested  and 
impartial  arbiter,  are  to  decide  l>etwecn  Ihein. 
This  is  unfavorable  to  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tion, which  forever  separates  the  function  of 
the  judge  and  accuser,  and  so  may  thay  remain 
on  this  lloor  as  everywhere  else. 

Mr.  SuiTK,  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  the  duty 
of  tlio  Vice  President,  as  presiding  officer  of 
tlio  Senate,  to  decide  agreeably  to  such  rules 
and  reflations  as  shall  have  been  made  for  his 
Kuiilonce.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
Uic  jiresiding  officer  had  the  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order  "  for  words  spoLen,"  because 
Le  was  one  of  their  own  body,  elected  by 
themselves  to  pre^de  over  them,  and  amenable 
to  their  anthcrity.  If  his  decisions  are  nnsat- 
isfitctory,  they  can  refuse  to  re-elect  him — but 
we,  sir,  have  no  such  power.  Our  presiding 
officer  is  not  elected  by  us — he  is  sent  here  by 
tlie  people  of  the  United  SUtea,  aod  totally  in- 
dependent of  us.  Mr.  S.  was  not  willing  to 
-vest  uther  the  Vice  President  or  President 
pro  Um,  with  the  power  to  stop  debate.  It  is 
a  tremendous  power — I  have  felt  it,  sir,  and 
Bever  shall  forget  iL  On  a  certtun  occuaion,  in 
the  other  House,  a  report  was  presented  from 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadverted 
very  severely  on  Mr,  Gerry.  I  undertook  to 
animadvert  on  the  report,  and  was  called  to 
order.  Unoonsclous  tliut  I  hod  travelled  out  of 
the  record,  1  proceeded,  and  was  three  times 
colled  to  order.  I  then  inquired  why  I  was 
considered  to  be  out  of  order! — and  was  told, 
by  the  Speaker,  that  the  report  upon  which  I 
had  animadverted  must  not  be  considered  the 
rtipurt  of  the  Secretory,  but  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  That  I  could  not  pro- 
ceed :  for,  before  the  discussion  commenced,  I 
bod  been  colled  out  of  my  seat,  and  told,  by  a 
person  high  in  office,  that  the  President  re- 


placed in  this  body,  differently  constituted  as  it 
IS  from  the  other,  in  such  a  situation  as  I  then 
was,  to  be  stopped  in  the  course  of  my  arga- 
ment.  There  were  high  party  times  then,  and 
high  party  times  may  come  again,  and  when- 
ever taey  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  such  % 
power)  be  committed.  And  where  will  be  the 
remedy  ?    Gentlemen  soy,  in  the  appeal  from 


appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  The  majority 
will  always  support  tlio  Chair,  right  or  wrong. 
An  appeal  was  taken  in  the  case  I  have  men* 
tioneii,  and  the  minority  voted  with  the  Speak- 
er, and  always  will.  An  appeal  from  the  Chair 
is  tea  et  preteria  uiAil.  I  would  rather  be 
without  the  appeal. 

Mr.  McLanb  commenced  bis  remarks  with 
on  apology  for  obtruding  his  sentiments  upou 
the  Senate,  in  which  he  hod  so  recently  taken 
his  scat,  on  a  Bul()ect  relating  to  their  rules  and 
orders.  The  amendment  appeared  to  liim 
directly  to  involve  the  power  of  the  Vice  Pres> 
ident  to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent 
him  from  speaking,  for  words  spoken  in  de< 
bate.  He  hod  considered  tiiat  subject,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Vice  President  did  not  pos- 
sess such  power,  independent  of  or  according 
to  the  existing  rules  of  tiie  Senate,  and  was  un- 
willing to  confer  such  power  by  any  alteration 
of  the  rules.  The  amendment,  hy  its  terms, 
concedes,  and  tlie  mover,  witli  a  commendable 
spirit  of  candor,  admits  that,  by  the  existing 
rules,  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exer- 
cised b^  the  Vice  President;  and  ho  for  as  ttiis 
admission  may  be  entitled  to  weight,  it  would 
place  the  proposed  change  on  grounds  of  expe- 
diency merely ;  but  the  argument  of  gendemea 
bad  taken  a  wider  scope,  liad  asserted  bolder 
claims  to  power,  and  had  invested  the  Vice 
Preddent  with  authority  to  stop  a  Senator  in 
debate,  and  arrest  discussion  for  the  use  of 
words  which  he  might  deem  irrelevant  or  dis- 
orderly. 

A  pon'er  of  such  magnitude,  bo  vital  to  the 
dearest  privileges  of  the  members  of  this  body, 
lias  been  supposed,  by  at  least  one  Senator,  in- 
herent in  tlie  Vice  President,  as  incident  to  his 
oflica  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  und^" 
the  constitution,  or  derived  from  the  rules  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Jefferson's  "  Mannal  of  Parlia- 
mentary Practice."  He  denied  these  assertlooa 
altogether,  which  he  considered  dangerous  in 
principle,  and  thought  it  perfectly  plain,  that 
the  law  of  the  English  Parliament  could  have 
no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
much  less  that  they  could  control  the  privilege 
of  debate. 

That  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Senate ;  that  he  was  placed  here,  not  br 
the  body  itself^  but  by  the  jieople  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  constitution,  which,  by  speci- 
fying certain  of  his  powers  and  limitlnv  their 
extent,  by  a  fair  implication  excluded  all  oth- 
ers, had  already  been  sufficiently  adverted  to. 
He  would  press  them  no  farther  than  to  T»- 
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mftrk,  that  it  tiience  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
clear  that  the  constitmion  coald  not  nave  de- 
Bigncd  to  subject  tlie  Benat«  to  the  admin JBtro- 
tion  of  an  officer,  without  other  rule  than  bii 
arbitrsTT'  will,  ajid  iiresjionsibls  to  those  who 
might  become  the  objects  of  his  ojipression. 
It  mif;ht  be  foirl}'  prcHuined,  he  eflid,  if  it  had 
not  bi;en  eipressly  provided,  that  an  authority 
thus  conferred  would  be  liable  to  the  regula- 
tion of  those  on  whom  it  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidental  power, 
Mr.  UcL.  said,  was  everywhere  the  offspring  of 
urgent  necessity,  and  t>eIongod  to  no  inactions 
in  this  Government,  unless  indiepcnsable  to  its 
existence.  In  regard  to  the  right  in  question, 
there  oertaiuly  could  be  no  pretence  for  sncb 
necessity. 

If  the  Vice  President  possessed  the  power  ss 
incident  to  his  office,  it  would  be  tlie  gift  of  the 
constitution,  nnd  as  such  transcend  tlie  author- 
ity of  tlie  Senate.  There  could  be  no  limit  to 
*nch  power,  bnt  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  pro- 
Biding  otlicer.  The  Senate  could  eubject  it  to 
no  control ;  they  could  neither  prescribe  mtes 
of  order,  nor  die  circnmstances  under  which 
their  debates  might  be  interrupted;  and  would 
thus  be  Eol^eoted  to  a  dominion  which  he  be- 
lieved no  gentleuton  had  seriously  contem- 
plated. 

Of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  that  of  fVeely 
discussing  the  various  subjects  of  their  deliber- 
ations was  the  dearest,  intimately  interwoven 
with  the  structure  of  that  body.  He  consid- 
ered the  freedom  of  speech  here,  as. sacred  as  j 
that  of  the  press  elsewhere ;  and  if  the  coni- 
bined  power  of  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive be  incompetent,  as  he  believed  it  wa^  to 
abridge  the  tVcedom  of  either,  beyond  these 
walls,  he  could  not  admit  a  power  incident  to 
the  Vice  President  to  regulate  the  former  on 
this  floor,  H«  could  conceive  of  no  right  more 
clearly  incident  to  the  Senate,  than  that  of  ft«e 
discussion,  without  wiiich  its  deliberations 
could  not  be  properly  conducted.  He  thoiight 
it  constituted  an  important  pert  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  which  they  possessed  the 
excluuve  power  of  regulating  by  their  own 
mles. 

The  ConstitDtion  of  the  United  States,  estab- 
lishing the  Legislature  for  the  Union,  ontlior- 
ized  "each  House  to  determine  the  rales  of  its 
proceedings!,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
oehavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds,  to  expel  a  member." 

In  this  provision,  Mr.  McL.  said,  was  con- 
tained the  whole  parliamentary  power  over  the 
anbject  of  order — that  of  prescribing  rules,  and 
of  enforcing  obedience.  It  was  absolute  and 
unlimited,  and  could  not  consist  with  the  eiii^t- 
ence  of  a  similar  power  elsewhere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  other  rule  than  that  ema- 
nating from  its  own  will. 

Mr.  Suinr,  of  Booth  Carolina,  said  that  he 
should  not  have  thought  of  offering  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration;  bnt,  white  the 
rolea  were  under  diacuMion,  he  thought  it  best 


to  make  them  as  perfect  as  possible.  At  pn»- 
ent  all  things  were  tranquil ;  but  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  country  mi^t  not  aJwirs  re- 
main, and  it  was  desirable  that  all  measnns 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  it.  If  the  cnntion 
involved  in  this  amendment  had  already  font 


igh  time  that  it  should  be 
nnalt^  settled.  He  had  always  consider«d  it 
the  right  <z  ci  termini  of  the  President  to  qndB 
all  disorders  of  whatever  description. 

The  question  was,  whether  it  Fhonld  not  be 
the  right  of  the  President  to  enll  to  order,  giv- 
ing the  privilege  to  any  member  to  call  for  a 
revision  of  the  decision  by  the  Senate.  It  wu 
a  rule  of  the  Senate  for  thirty-five  yew^  for 
the  President  to  coll  to  order,  and  he,  hiniMlC 
had  been  the  subject  of  it.  He  had  been  cdlei 
to  order  by  his  late  venerable  fKend  Mr.  G«l- 
lard.  He  had  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  nj 
whether  ho  was  out  of  order,  and  the  decision 
was,  that  there  could  be  no  appeal.  It  seemed 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  tbcr 
were  going  to  place  a  tyrant  in  the  chair,  sad 
that  Bgalnst  his  lawlesa  rule  it  was  necessaiy  to 

Erovide.  This  did  not  produce  any  effect  on 
is  mind.  While  a  Vice  President  was  in  tha 
chair  he  had  no  fear.  While  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  Senate  was  one  in  whom  the  pcofJe 
hod  confidence,  and  who  reached  his  elevatioii 
legally,  he  saw  no  cause  of  apprehensdon.  !n 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  membera  or 
the  Chair  have  the  right  to  call  to  order,  ff 
it  did  not  exist  in  the  office  of  Vice  President, 
the  Senate  bad  the  right  to  give  it  to  him;  and 
he  was  in  fbvor  of  doing  so.  As  to  the  sappiv 
sltion  that  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  he  did  not  believe  the  pod' 
tion  could  be  maintained,  as  he  was  firmly  of 
the  opinion  that  he  was  made  part  of  the  body 
by  the  constitution.  It  was  true  that  all  tbt 
powers  formerly  exercised  hy  the  Cliair  lad 
not  been  considered  Inaiienahle.  For  instance 
the  manner  of  nominating  committees  Am 
been  changed  several  times,  and  at  present  tint 
duty  was  transferred  to  the  Senate  itaelf  But 
there  were  other  powers  which  were  entirdy 
incidental  to  the  Chair,  and  could  be  vested  ni>- 
wbere  else.  A  gentleman  gets  up,  and  maka 
a  certain  proposTtion.  Does  not  the  Chair  td! 
him  ha  is  out  of  order  t  This  is  done  every 
day.  When  two  members  rose  also  at  the  wne 
time,  power  was  given  to  the  presiding  ulBett 
to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  speak  first.  If  tb» 
principle  now  attempted  to  be  eetablished  wers 
correctly  founded,  why  should  this  powerpw- 
tain  entirely  to  the  presiding  offieert  why 
should  not  one  of  the  forty-eight  members  do 
this!  It  would  be  idle  to  argue  in  thiswij; 
and  it  was,  Mr.  S,  considered,  strong  proof  tliit 
the  Vice  President  had  ail  the  powers  incidea- 
tal  to  Ills  situation.  If  they  looked  evca  to 
ordinary  societies,  they  should  find  that  tbtf 
elected  their  President,  who,  by  the  election. 
was  invested  with  all  necesrary  powers  f« 
directing  the  business  of  the  meetings.   He  ^ 
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eomw  Bt  ouc«  the  Judge  of  what  is  to  be  done, 
aadtha  director  of  the  mode  in  which  it  Bhali 
be  doDS.  1,  for  one,  said  Hr.  S.,  sro  for  giving 
power  to  the  Ohair,  if  tiiere  is  any  seriouB 
oonbt  of  bi«  possessing  it.  1  Utiok  there  ii  no 
danger  in  giving  him  aooh  a  power.  If  two 
members  were  to  ijuarrel  across  the  honse, 
vonld  the  Ohair  daoline  interfering!  Or,  anp- 
pose  that  a  Senator  were  to  go  at  length  into 
the  oonraderation  of  a  aabject  entirely  foreign 
to  the  qnestion  in  band,  and  toUc  of  the  Army 
or  the  Kav;  when  the  qneition  of  tlie  proper 
loeotion  of  a  road  was  before  the  Senate  1  or 
discius  the  expediency  of  an  iqipropriation, 
when  no  ^propriatioa  wai  contemplated  ? 
Would  the  Chair  ut  ailent  and  permit  this 


arrive  at  nothing.  There  were  mlea,  the 
fbrceroent  of  which  oonld  not  be  taken  from 
the  Chab  withont  making  the  Beoate  a  mere 
nullity.  It  would  be,  in  fact,  throwing  a  new 
and  inconvenient  dnty  into  the  hands  of  the 
members,  by  setting  them  to  watch  over  and 
administer  the  roles,  which,  in  reality,  belongs 
to  the  President. 

tir.  MuKixui  looked  npon  all  ol^jections  to 
the  amendment  as  having  a  bearing  npon  the 
ooostitntional  qnestion.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  Vioe  President  was  not  a  member  of  this 
tx>dy.  If  this  declaration  were  modified  so  its 
to  be  tliat  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he  wonld 
agree  to  it.  But  he  maintiuned  that  he  was  a 
member.  The  argument  appears  to  be  gronnd- 
ed  on  the  fact  that  the  Senate  does  not  elect 
him.  We  complain  tlifttwe  do  not  elect  him — 
that  be  is  not  a  member — but  against  whom  do 
we  complain?  Against  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  elect  him ;  and  they,  by 
the  oonstitntion,  declare  that  be  shall  preude 
over  tbe  deliberaticois  of  the  Senate.  I  say, 
then,  said  Ur.  HcK.,  it  is  tbe  Vice  President  to 
whom  the  powers  naturally  bel<MiKing  to  a  pre- 
siding  (^oer  shall  be  accorded.  Who  is  to  do 
tbe  duty  but  bim  t  Who  else  should  preserve 
order,  so  ueoessarj  to  tbe  effectual  performance 
of  the  duties  of  Senators  t  It  hod  been  aaid 
that  be  possessed  no  inherent  power.  I  do 
not,  said  Mr.  MoK.,  imderataiid  tbe  term.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  officer  of  Government 
poMcesed  inberent  power;  he  rather  thought 
all  powers  nnd^  the  conatitntion  were  dele- 
gatod.  He  would  a?k  in  what  the  difference 
consisted  between  the  duties  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  and  the  President 
of  this  body!  He  did  not  see  the  greet  dis- 
tinction that  had  been  imagined.  But  the 
great  objection  was,  that  tbe  Vice  President 
not  bdog  reaponuble  to  this  body,  we  cannot 
expel  him  in  cose  of  misconduct.  But  again,  I 
ask,  whose  fonlt  is  it  that  we  are  so  restricted  t 
And  agun,  I  answer,  that  of  the  people  and 
tbe  oonstitation.  And  are  we  to  fly  in  the  face 
of  the  eonstltntlon,  and  say  that,  beoanae  the 
presiding  officer  is  elected  differently,  we  will 
not   ^ve   him  the  power  necessary  for  the 


proper  performance  of  his  dnties  ?  Order 
must  be  preserved  by  some  one;  and  it  is  pre- 
served by  the  Vice  President  in  the  Senate, 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution.  It  was 
surely  not  tbe  particular  dnty  of  a  member  to 
call  another  to  order.  He  is  the  interested 
person,  and  ought  to  be  free  from  oil  Interfer- 
ence in  tbe  dnty.  There  should  bo  an  author- 
ity above  him  to  jadge  coolly  of  the  propriety 
of  the  procedure.  He  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er there  was  not  a  general  role  in  every  delib- 
erative body  for  this  purpose !  Where  did  the 
discretion  rest,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  presid- 
ing officer !  The  Vice  President  is  a  member 
of  this  body ;  he  has  a  modified  influence  in 
making  of  all  laws,  as  he  has  the  casting  vote^ 
and  can  approve  or  negVive  every  measure. 
Was  it  not  proper  that  the  power  shonld  be 
delegated  to  the  Vice  President,  from  the  for^- 
eigbt  Senators,  to  preserve  order  !  Hethonght 
there  could  be  no  qneetion  of  the  expediency 
of  this  measure ;  and  nnder  this  impression 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TAxawKu-said:  I  am  happy  to  hear  from 
the  Senator  Irom  Alabama,  that  he  admits  the 
right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  and  every  member 
of  this  body,  to  exercise  the  power  which  tba 
amendment  proposes  to  confer  npon  tbe  Chair, 
The  difference  of  opinion  between  this  bonorablo 
Senator  and  myself,  in  relation  to  this  sulyect,  ia 
then  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  space  indeed.  Ha 
admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  of  its 
members ;  and  denies  tliat  this  preuding  officer 
of  tliis  body  epjoys  this  right  at  present.  Ha 
thinks  It  expedient,  however,  that  this  officer 
should  possess  snch  a  power,  because  it  Is  not 
the  roecial  duty  of  any  particular  Senator  to 
exercise  the  ri^ht  which  confessedly  belongs  to 
bim.  And  thinking  so,  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama is  willing  to  grant  such  a  power  to  the 
Cfawr,  provided  it  ia  limited  and  restricted  as 
the  amendment  proposes.  I  concur  in  tlie 
greater  part  of  this  opinion,  although  not  for 
the  reason  asugned  by  this  honorable  Senator. 
To  me  it  has  dways  appeared,  that  the  righta 
of  public  agents  of  ail  kinds,  were  beetowed 
npKui  them,  not  for  their  own,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  therefore,  that  all  such  ri^ts 
conferred,  were  in  troth  bnt  dnties  ImpMed. 
Being  duties,  we  have  not  the  right  to  abandon 
their  dischaive,  while  we  retain  the  station  to 
which  such  duties  attaoh ;  but  we  are  bound  to 
meet  the  responsibility  tliey  impose,  without 
seeking  to  transfer  the  dnty,  and  with  it  the 
responaibUity,  to  any  other.  As,  however,  it 
is  unquestionably  within  the  competency  of  the 
Senate  to  do  this  act,  and  as  some  trifling  con- 
venience may  possibly  result  from  it,  (limited 
as  it  is  proposed  to  make  tbe  power  granted,)  I 
ahould  nare  been  qnite  indifferent  as  to  Uie 
fato  of  this  amendment,  but  for  ai^:nments  of 
a  very  different  kind  fnHU  those  uiged  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  which  have  been  of- 
fered in  Its  support,  by  our  Senators,  who  have 
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cren  the  aseeot  of  silenco ;  and  it  Ib  rather  to 
oonteHt  their  coirectnegt  and  truth,  than  to  op- 
pcwe  the  ainendment  offered,  that  I  have  risen 
to  address  the  S«nRte. 

Mr.  Hathe  Baid  there  was  but  one  qneetion 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  involved 
principle,  or  was  in  an;  degree  material,  and 
that  was,  whether  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stateti,  aa  President  of  the  Senate,  tir- 
tute  officii,  had  an;*  power  in  relation  to  qne»- 
tions  of  order,  except  each  aa  was  conferred  hy 
tiie  mIcB  of  this  House  I  The  constitntion  de- 
clares, that  the  Vice  President  shall  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  It  makes  iiim  the  presid- 
ing officer  over  this  branch  of  the  National 
IiCgislature,  bnt  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  hj 
what  rules  he  is  to  be  (pvemed,  the  constltn- 
tion  is  silent.  The  constitation,  however,  ex- 
pressly declares  that  this  House  shall  prescribe 
"  the  rule*  of  its  own  proceeding,"  And  here 
b  found  the  power,  the  only  power,  under 
which  rules  of  order  con  be  made  applicable  to 
this  Huuse.  If  the  Vice  President  has  any 
power  in  relation  to  Oiis  tnatt«r,  except  to  ex- 
ponnd  and  enforce  snch  rules  as  the  Senate 
may  provide,  deriving  that  power  from  the 
constitution,  he  mast  possess  it  entirely  free 
from  onr  control.  An  inherent  power  mnst 
nahe  him  the  sole  and  cxclusivo  judge,  with- 
out appeal,  in  all  questions  of  onlor.  There 
can  be  no  limitation  to  such  a  power,  bnt  the 
ditcrction  of  the  officer  who  is  to  exercise  it. 
This  coniitmctipn  would  place  the  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  an  officer,  neither  elected  by,  nor 
responsible  to  them.  Mj  constmctiun  of  tlio 
ConEtitntion  is  very  different  from  this.  1  look 
Upon  the  Vice  President,  when  taking  his  scat 
as  President  of  the  body,  as  standing  precisely 
in  the  same  situotion  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  They  are  both  pro- 
siding  officers,  but  they  must  preside  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  of  the  respective  Houses. 
In  these  views,  I  understand  every  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  on  this  subject  (except  two)  to 
con«ir.  The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
■re  snfDciently  vindicated.  But  a  distinction 
has  been  taken  by  the  Senator  fh>m  New  Jer- 
sey, (Mr.  DicKERBOS',)  between  the  power  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  rnattcrs  of  decorum 
and  In  relation  to  the  latitude  and  freedom  of 
debate,  which  appears  to  ir.e  not  to  be  well 
foundol ;  the  former,  he  contends,  belongs  to 
the  President  by  virtue  of  his  offic-e,  white  the 
latter  can  only  bo  derived  from  the  rales  of  the 
Senate.  The  correctness  of  this  distinction,  1 
think,  may  be  well  doubted.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  President  can 
possess  any  power  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
mgs  of  this  }louse,  which  is  not  conferred  by 
tlie  rules  of  this  House.  With  respect  to  the 
cloAs  of  coses  which  have  been  stated,  such  as 
a  disturbance  in  the  lobby,  or  a  fray  on  the 
floor,  and  others  of  a  similar  character,  tho 
power  of  the  President  to  enforce  order  is  de- 
rived from  the  rules  of  the  llon^e.  In  matters 
of  such  minor  importonoe,  and  so  little  lioblo 


to  abase,  tlie  praetiea  of  the  House,  for  t  hag 
series  of  yeara,  ta^  well  be  regarded  u  am- 
stitndng  its  rules.  It  is  a  ^ledes  of  conoMB 
law  of  all  deliberative  bodies,  that  no  rioM 
interruption  of  their  deliberations  shontd  tit 
suffered.  But  there  is  a  wide  distinetiao  (•■ 
tween  the  exercise  of  this  authority,  by  virtM 
of  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  eiprew  or  inijdied.  ud 
the  exercise  of  the  same  antbfHity  by  virtwrf 
certain  inherent  powers  derived  from  the  coa- 
Btitntion.  In  the  former  case  the  Senate  mf 
change  the  rule  at  pleasure ;  in  the  latter,  th* 
powers  of  the  President  wonid  be  beyond  tbdr 
control.  Believing,  from  this  view  of  tlift  sub- 
ject, that  the  constitntion  has  merely  dew- 
nated  the  Vice  PresideDt,  as  the  officer  vhok 
to  preside  over  this  Houne,  and  carry  into  tUM 
its  "  ruie  or  proceeding,"  inEt  as  the  Speaker  ia 
to  enforce  the  rules  of  the  House  over  vbick 
he  is  to  preside,  it  seems  clear,  that  if  th( 
President  pocscMea  the  power  now  in  diqnt^ 
it  mnst  be  under  some  rule  either  cxprtcs  or 
implied.  Now,  if  this  was  a  sntyect  on  vlnii 
we  had  no  written  rule,  gentlemen  might  Tcnrt 
to  the  ueage  of  the  House,  (if  such  had  iMi 
the  usage,  which  I  do  not  l>elieve  to  b«  tk 
fact,)  in  order  to  show  that  the  Presider.tpo*- 
aesKed  the  power  in  question.  But,  on  diii 
subject,  tho  existence  of  an  express  writM 
rule,  must  prevent  us  from  resorting  to  UJ 
other  source  for  tho  powers  of  the  PresidtDt 
The  mode  of  proceeding  in  caeo  of  e  vtoUtion 
of  order,  by  words  spoken  in  debate,  'a  pre- 
scribed in  terms  that  seem  to  admit  of  no 
doubt  or  question.  The  sixth  and  lenntli 
rules  declare  in  substance,  thot  colls  to  oidw  i» 
such  cases  can  only  be  made  by  a  niwiliti. 
I'hat  Uie  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  ihsll  ttka 
his  seat,  that  the  words  objected  to  «lu'l  b« 
reduced  to  writing,  in  order  to  liable  the  Pr* 
ident  to  decide  whclhcr  the  speaker  is  in  oris 
or  not.  Now,  lot  gentlemen  compare  this  nb 
with  the  corresponding  one  in  the  Eo<m  rf 
Representatives.  There,  the  role  provides  tW 
"  tjie  Speaker  shall,  or  any  memtwr  msr,  nl 
to  order,"  &c.  There,  the  Speaker  is  the  offi- 
cer whose  duty  It  is  to  coll  to  order,  In  the  M 
instance.  Here,  the  President  ia  merelj  ^ 
judge,  or  umpire,  between  the  Bvnston-  "^ 
difference  in  our  rules  probably  arisin;  fr« 
the  difference  in  the  constrDctioti  Bul  chtn^ 
ter  of  the  two  Uouseti. 

TcESDAT,  February  12, 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  inMO- 
menta  to  tlie  mlea  of  the  Senate,  reported  tiM 
the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  rerissu* 
rules,  together  with  the  amendment  offered  VJ 
Ur.  Foot,  to  the  0th  and  7th  rules. 

Mr,  Babtok  said  that  ho  was  in  favor  ofw 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  tnxa  Cw- 
necticut,  upon  its  own  merita,  without  any  i* 
gard  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  lbs  mt*- 
orable  session  of  lB25-'6,  which  had  l)«^J* 
unneoetBOrily  drawn  into  Ibis  debate.     >" 
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preaeot  rnle  (the  etb)  resU  in  th«  Praiid«it  of 
the  Senot*  the  tbitnry  sod  tjTanaical  power 
to  decide  all  qneatioos  of  order  wilJionl  appeal, 
giving  liim  toe  ri^t,  if  he  doabta,  to  take  the 
aense  of  the  Senate.  The  ameDdment  barely 
propose*  to  settle  the  d!Bput«d  power  ot  the 
Chair  to  call  members  to  order  in  delmte,  and 
to  restore  to  the  memljwg  of  tlie  Senate  the 
right  of  appeal.  This  amendment,  he  said, 
woold  aawmilate  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
upon  matters  of  order  to  those  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
ail  the  legUlaUve  ijodiee  of  the  several  States 
of  this  Union,  bj  restoring  to  the  Senate  their 
constitntional  power  of  determining  in  the  last 
rosort  upon  all  their  rnles  of  proceeding,  and 
was  the  more  proper,  because  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  ii  not  appointed  bjr,  nor 
aiDonable  to  the  Senate,  as  the  presiding  offi* 
cers  of  most  legialative  l>odies  are. 

Iff.  B.  sdd  the  aigument  that  had  been 
nrged  on  this  floor  by  one  of  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment,  (Ur.  Bbston,)  that  snch  a 

Kwer  in  the  President  to  call  to  order  in  de- 
te,  and  then  to  decide  the  member  to  be  ont 
of  order,  would  be  malting  the  President  both 
accDser  and  Jadge,  had  no  weight  in  ib—nor,  if 
it  had,  was  It  at  all  applicable  to  the  amend- 
ment before  the  Senate.  Every  jnstioe,  and 
every  conservator  of  the  peace,  would  be  lio- 
hle  to  the  same  objection  of  being  both  aocnser 
and  jadge,  if  the  dischai^e  of  an  official  duty 
were  to  place  him  in  the  mvidious  character  of 
an  occnser.  There  was,  he  said,  no  siniihirity 
or  just  oomporison  between  a  oonrt  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly; 
nnd,  if  the  objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved 
the  prodding  officer*  of  almost  oil  the  legisla- 
tive bodies  in  the  Union  gailty  of  the  impro- 
Eriety  of  acting  this  double  character.  He  hod 
sen  somewhat  anrpriaed,  he  smd,  to  find  the 
opposition  to  this  amendment  corae  from  gcn- 
tleiuen  who  hod  heretofore  ejtpressed  so  much 
horror  and  fears  fur  the  pabiic  liberty,  at  the 
idea  of  clothing  a  presiding  officer  with  too 
much  power.  ^  et  they  are  content  to  take  the 
rulcA  oa  presented  by  the  Select  Committee, 
leaving  in  the  Vice  President  the  extraordina- 
ry, if  not  the  nnconstitntioaol  power  of  decid- 
ing all  questions  of  order,  even  involving  the 
great  right  of  freedom  of  det>ate  on  this  floor, 
without  appeal.  This  amendment,  he  said, 
wonld  restore  the  Senate  to  its  oonstitutional 
exercise  of  power  npon  the  proceedings  of  titt 
body,  which  was  much  more  neoeeaar^  now 
the  preuding  officer  ia  not  of  onr  own  crea- 
tion, than  it  could  be  in  those  bodies  that  cre- 
ate and  may  remove  their  presiding  officer, 
aboQld  he  abnse  his  powers.  Mr.  B.  repeated, 
that  the  scenes  of  18S5-'6  hod  been  drawn  into 
this  debate  most  nnncccsnerily  and  nncnlled- 
for,  OS  if  by  design  to  obtain  from  this  Senate 
an  indirect  sanction  or  oondernDstioa  of  the 
iletnsion  of  the  Chair,  made  at  that  session  upon 
the  Butyeot  of  its  powers  to  preserve  order  in 
tlel)ale.     Thoao  wenea  should  not  have  been 


United  States  Senate.  If,  indeed,  that  subject 
had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the  Vice  Pres> 
ident  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  sense  of 
this  Senate  upon  that  decision,  he  presumed  the 
Vice  President  did  not  feel  grateful  to  him  for 
snch  friendship.  That  was  a  decision  npon 
which  members  of  this  body  differ  widely  in 
opinion.  He  hoped,  he  said,  thst  our  Vice 
l^^sident  hod  more  magnanimity  and  candor 
than  to  make  pretence  to  infallibility,  and  he 
declared  himself  to  be  one  of  the  mcmbera 
who  believed  that  decision  ol  the  Choir  to  be 
erroneous.  He  believed  the  Chair  possessed, 
and  ODght  to  have  exercised,  the  power  of  con- 
fining members  to  or  towards  the  subject  be- 
fore the  body,  independently  of  any  of  the 
roles  printed  in  that  bine  bwd^  (the  printed 
rules  of  the  Senate.) 

Ur.  Bet.l,  of  New  Hampahire,  said :  It  Is 
made  a  question  Hn  this  discossion,  whether  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  possesses,  by 
virtue  of  his  office,  the  power  of  preserving 
order  in  the  Senate  in  any  ease  where  the 
Senate  have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  npon  him 
as  a  duty,  by  their  rules.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered this  OS  Incident  to  the  duty  of  presiding 
over  a  deliberative  body.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
sound  printuple  of  construction,  thst,  whera 
the  constitution  creates  on  office,  and  impoeea 
upon  the  person  holding  that  office  a  s^lflo 
duty,  that  It  invests  him,  by  a  necessary  impli- 
cation, with  snch  power  as  will  enable  him  to 
perform  that  duty  m  a  useful  and  efficient  man- 
ner. This  nile  will  be  found  to  be  invariably 
correct  in  every  case  where  it  is  not  necessary 
to  derive  the  power  through  a  legislative  aoL 

The  constitution  creates  the  office  of  Vioa 
President,  and  expressly  imposes  npon  him  the 
specific  doty  of  presiding  over  the  deliberstiona 
of  tlie  Senate.  That  duty  cannot  be  per- 
formed, either  nseflilly  or  efficiently,  withoat 
the  power  of  preserving  order.  The  power  to 
preserve  order  mnst  therefore  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  office.  The  Senate  itself  can- 
not divest  the  Vice  President  of  this  power, 
because  be  holds  it  from  tlie  constitntion  ;  but 
they  may  enlaige,  or  limit,  or  modify  it,  be- 
cause this  power  is  exprecnly  vested  in  that 
body  by  the  constitoUon.  When  the  conetitu* 
tion  gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of 
presiding  over  the  Senat«,  it  refers  him  to  the 
well-known  usage  of  all  legislative  bodies  for 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  powers  and  duties. 
It  was  necessary  that  be  should  be  invested 
with  this  power,  because  it  was  to  be  exercised 
fhnn  the  first  moment  the  Senate  assembled, 
and  before  it  was  posuble  that  they  conld  es- 
tablish rules  for  this  purpose.  There  could  be 
no  assignable  motive  why  the  power  so  univer- 
sally held  and  exercised  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  all  other  deliberatjre  bodieo,  should  be 
withholden  from  the  Vice  President,  since  the 
OMMtitutioa  gives  to  the  Senate  the  pofer  ti 
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modifying  Ui«  rulea  fae  ahonld  adopt,  or  etub- 
luliiiiK  utlien,  as  this  bodj  ■bonld  think  fit. 
The  Vic«  Fr^idont  U  required  bj'the  canstitQ- 
tion  to  eonfomi  to,  nnd  regiihit«  his  condnct,  as 
B  presiding  officer,  bj  the  mles  so  amended  or 
modified.  Should  he,  from  coJpable  motives, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  cooform  to  rules  so  ostab- 
liidicd,  he  wonld  be  liable  to  impeachment  and 
removal  from  office.  Everj  ezorciee  of  the 
power  of  preserving  order,  however  difTercut 
in  character,  rcita  on  the  same  princijile  for 
support.  When  the  presidiD)^  officer  calls  the 
atteotion  of  the  members  to  buuness,  or  com- 
mands eilenoe,  he  is  performing  an  act  of  pre- 
serving  order,  equoll^  as  when  he  requires  a 
member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of  decorum  in 
debate.  The  same  power  wliich  anthorizee  the 
one,  authorizes  the  other;  any  attempt  to  dis- 
tingnish  between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a 
colorable  fonndation. 

But  shoald  we  believe  that  the  lungnaga  of 
the  constitution,  which  inTests  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent with  the  power  of  preserving  order  in  the 
Senate,  to  be  ambignons,  has  not  that  ambigu- 
ity been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long  since 
settled  bj  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  pre- 
tiding  otiioers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by 
the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  Senate  t 
Tliat  construction  of  the  eonstitntion  which 
gives  to  the  Vice  PreMdent  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order  in  oasei  where  the  Senate  have 
not  established  any  rules,  is  not  of  modern 
date,  nor  established  with  a  view  to  any  tem- 


this  Government,  and  was  continued  without 
interruption  for  thirty-five  years.  Within  that 
time,  Boine  of  the  ablest  men  tliis  coantry  has 
ever  produced  have  presided  is  the  Senate. 
When  I  name  Jefferson  and  Oullard  as  of  the 
nnmber  of  thoee  presiding  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  believed  that  the  constitution  invested 
the  Vice  President  with  this  power,  no  men 
will  liave  occasion  to  biash  when  he  admits 
that  he  holds  the  same  opinion.  Tliese  were 
.  not  of  that  cIbbb  of  men  who  are  prone  to 
claim  or  exercise  powers  which  do  nut  legiti- 
nuitely  belong  to  tliem. 

Mr.  Row  AH  B)ud  fae  thought  there  ought  to 
be  bnt  little  difficulty  upon  this  subject,  Hap- 
pilj  for  the  people  of  this  country,  they  are 
the  legitimate  depositary,  or  rather  proprietors 
of  all  the  power  which  they  had  not  specifl- 
cailj  delegated.  As  a  man,  the  gentleman  who 
preuded  in  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power 
than  any  other  of  the  millions  who  oompoeed 
the  Dnited  States.  Whatever  power  he  pos- 
sessed then  must  belong;  either  to  his  office  of 
Vice  President  of  the  Dnited  States,  or  as 
President  of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  President, 
he  certainly  possessed  no  power,  which  he 
could  eicrcise  in,  or  over  the  Senate.  The 
powers  which  he  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  defined,  bnt  intrt  powers,  held  in  reserve, 
irhich  could  not  he  exerted,  until  the  contin- 
gency dionld  happen,  which  aloue  ooald  awak- 


en and  draw  them  out  into  exercise.  The  Ktle 
power  which  fae  coold  exercise  in  the  Smil^ 
he  could  exert,  not  in  his  character  of  \i« 
Presideut  of  the  United  States,  but  in  his  chv- 
acter  of  President  of  the  Senate.  His  Vin 
Presidency  of  the  United  Statea  made  him 
President  of  the  Senate ;  and  being  tfang  nude 
President  of  that  body,  whaterer  power  bt 
could  exert  then,  was  in  virtue  of  Uie  latter, 
not  the  former  character;  as  PreMdent,  aot is 
Vice  President  lie  thought  it  a  circcmelsBm 
of  great  felicitation  to  the  American  people 
that  their  Government  was  not  so  ol^  as  to 
furnish  a  pretext  for  the  inference  of  fovv 
from  ofBce.  Much  less,  to  justify  the  eurdie 
of  implied  powers,  by  any  of  the  oSeat. 
That  was  the  evil  under  which  the  old  Gorem- 
mcnts  of  the  world  grooned.  And  althocgti  ht 
wislied  this  Government  to  1m  inlensiuiilb 
yet  he  did  not  wish  it  to  live  l(»iger  thsa  it 
could  exhibit  the  character  of  its  poven 
And  whenever  the  Oovcmment  sbonldWetii 
look  through  the  mists  of  antiquity  at  its  CIl■^ 
ter ;  or,  in  other  words,  whenever  its  Cbutff 
should  be  dimmed  with  age,  fae  hoped  it  would 
be  renewed.  And  that  the  springs  and  prino- 
pies  of  our  liberty  wonld  derive  iuereaMtl  viinr 
irom  each  renewal.  He  considered  it  matterof 
some  regret  that  onr  habits  of  thought  ledu 
impercejitibly  to  infer  power  trcaa  office,  rstlxr 
than  to  refer  to  our  constitution  for  the  tptak 
and  definite  powers  conferred  by  that  iutn- 
ment  Dpon  tlie  office.  The  habit  was,  be  n4 
though  unfortunate,  not  unnatural.  In  the 
country  witli  which  we  were  originally  ceo- 
nccted,  and  from  the  dominion  of  whidi  ■• 
had  so  gloriously  escaped,  .all  power  was  de- 
rived from  tlie  king.  Ue  was  tfa«  aoaroe  of  Ai 
inherent  power  of  the  Government.  And  ll* 
power  claimed  to  be  exercised  by  the  offiwi 
of  the  Government,  was,  like  his,  suppceedW 
lie  inherent.  If  the  king  did  not  compliia, 
tlien  was  no  one  else  to  do  so.  The  peopk  hid 
neither  act,  nor  part,  in  the  matter ;  with  tliUK< 
it  woa  matter  of  indifference,  wfaejher  the  offi- 
cer or  the  king  possessed  it,  they  did  not  1^ 
whoever  might  possess  it,  they  were  Ihesnl*- 
jects  of,  not  the  agents  in,  its  exereiis.  I" 
fact,  they  were  interested  in  maintaining,  '*>^ 
er  than  denying  the  doctrine  of  inherent  v)"^' 
in  the  ftaolionaries.  Because  they  hsfl  ni«* 
to  fear  from  consolidated  than  divided  J>f>*^- 
Division  weakens  power,  ea  it  doea  every  thb^ 
else.  And  when  power  was  claimed  by  mtf^ 
cation  as  belonging  to  an  officer,  they  koe* 
that  it  was  not  inherent  in  Uie  officer,  it**" 
inherent  in  the  king.  And  that  the  iiiben^ 
stock  of  the  king  would  be  weakaed  by  « 
much  as  was  inherent  in  the  officer.  "^ 
were  led  of  course  to  acquiesce  in  the  dncOiM 
of  inherent  power,  Bnt  the  very  rarerse  • 
happily  the  case  with  ns.  Here  the  peqJe  j''* 
the  fountain  and  the  source  of  power— ''>'' 
the  king  was  there,  the  people  are  here— "h*- 
ever  power  was  inherent  In  him  there,  fa  ha| 
inherent  in  the  people— vhatorcr  povcr  t^ 
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bng3  with  CB  to  *ny  office,  is  MQally  conferred 
b;  the  constitution,  or  by  legislatiTO  act. 
Power  with  ns,  thank  God,  and  oar  Rcvoln- 
tionaiy  fathers,  is  not  abused  or  ma^ifled,  bj 
either  religions  or  political  saperstitioD.  It  is 
envolo|ied  in  no  mjHtcry — we  are  not,  we 
oiicht  not  to  be  bewildered,  with  vagne  and 
indefinite  notions  of  inherent  ofBciol  power. 
Oar  plan  of  Government  addresses  itseli  to  onr 
nnderstanding,  not  to  our  credulity — It  invokes 
our  reason,  not  our  faith.  Sir,  said  he,  Gov- 
ernment with  ns.  is  a  simple,  rational,  comtt 
cense  matter.  While  it  continues  to  be  so, 
will  be  free ;  when  it  ceases  to  be  so,  oar  iit>- 
erty  ceases.  While  we  are  jealous,  and  watch* 
ful,  and,  he  wonld  add,  distrustful  of  our  pub- 
lic fuactionariea,  we  siiould  he  safe.  Bat,  the 
moment  we  yielded  to  the  exercise  of  inherent, 
undeSned  power,  by  our  ofBcers,  we  were  in 
danger.  Sir,  said  ^r.  B.,  this  case  presents  to 
intelligent  observers  a  rare  spectacle,  and  as 
honorable  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  relates,  as 
it  is  rare.  When  did  it  happen,  in  any  Gov- 
emntent  before,  that  a  high  publio  functionary 
dischiimed  the  eiicrcise  of  power,  which 


When  before  did  it  happen,  that  the  ptersonal 
find  political  enemies  of  an  officer  insisted  upon 
the  enlargeinent,  by  implication,  of  his  official 
power?  Sir,  the  case  is  aincnlar  in  both  its 
features.  And,  if  the  example  of  the  present 
incumbent  shall  always  be  followed,  by  all  the 
officers  of  this  Government,  the  freedom  of  the 
people  will  be  eternal.  And  why  should  it 
not  be  followed?  Is  it  not,  when  closely  ex- 
amined, as  degrading  to  the  officer,  as  it  is 
ii^nrious  to  the  publio,  that  he  should  be  dis- 
contented with  the  power,  which  he  legiti- 
mately possesses,  and  attempt  to  exert  dubtctu 
tuid  undefined  powers!  Sir,  if  tb^re  be  one 
act  of  a  high  public  functionary,  which  more 
than  another  onght  to  exalt  him  in  the  estima- 
tion of  freemen,  and  entitle  him  to  their  confi- 
dence, it  is  his  declining  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful or  implied  powers. 

Mr.  WuiTB  was  of  opinion  that  the  presiding 
ofScer  had  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate.  That,  he  said, 
■waa  entirely  distinct  from  the  power  of  decid- 
ing on  common  questions  of  order.  The  ex- 
isting rules  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr,  W,,  do  not 
confer  this  power,  and  if  they  do  Bot,,the  pre- 
siding officer  docs  not  possess  it.  Mr.  W.  was 
not  uware  that  any  member  had  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  the  roles  of  the  Senate  conferred 
on  its  President  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate — but  if  any  mera- 
'ber  entertains  anch  on  opinion,  a  simple  recur- 
rence to  the  6th  and  Tth  rules,  will  satisfy  him 
to  the  contrary.  What  is  the  effect  of  those 
rules  I  "  When  a  member  is  called  to  order, 
lie  shall  take  his  seat;  and  the  member  calling 
liim  to  order  shall  reduce  the  exceptionable 


words  to  writing,  and  then  pass  Judgment,  on 
the  very  words  taken  down  by  himself?  Is 
not  this  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense? 
We  cannot,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  in  direct  contra- 
^ction  to  the  express  rules  of  the  Senate.  Bt 
these  it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  caU 
an  offending  member  to  order,  the  words  be- 
lieved to  i>e  exceptionable  are  to  be  rednced  to 
writing,  and  then  the  President  decides.  This 
is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  presiding  offi- 
cer possesses  no  other.  If  then  this  is  the 
effect  of  the  rnles  of  the  Senate,  it  is  not  com- 
petent to  the  presiding  ofBcer,  to  tell  any  mem- 
ber in  tbe  course  of  debate,  that  he  is  out  of 
order.  All  officers  of  the  Qovemment,  said 
Mr.  W.,  possess  powers  conferred  by  some  ex- 
press grant,  or  fairly  to  he  inferred  from  It. 
They  possess  none  other  whatever,  and  the 
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Was  it  intended,  asked  Ur.  W.,  that  tlie  pre- 
siding officer  should  dictate  to  members  of  in- 
dependent States?  If  he  bos  the  power  which 
gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is  that  very  power 
conferred  in  express  terms  on  the  Senate  itself 
by  the  constitution !  He  asked  of  gentlemen 
to  say,  which  of  the  two  rules  should  be  para- 
mount— the  one  expressly  made  by  the  Senate, 
or  the  one  brought  in  by  the  Vice  President 
himself.  Two  distinct  and  conflicting  eeta  of 
rules  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time  in 
the  some  body.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  powers 
which  belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  and 
those  which  belong  to  the  presiding  offioer  are 
another.  The  President  of  the  Senate  is  not  to 
devise,  expound,  and  enforce  its  rules  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  according  to  bis  own  mere  will 
and  pleasure — he  is  merely  the  organ  of  the 
body,  and  that  body  confers  just  such  powers 
as  are  necessary  to  carry  on  its  operations  in 
the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  publio  good, 
and  no  more.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
Senate  according  to  the  constitntion,  to  moke, 
or  devise  the  rules,  and  to  the  presiding  offioer 
to  expound  and  give  them  effect.  All  must 
admit  the  Senate  is  rested  with  tbe  power  to 
establish  the  rules  by  express  grant ;  now,  if  tt 
he  true  that  the  President,  virtvte  officii  or  in- 
herently possesses  the  same  power,  how  shall 
we  get  along,  if  the  Senate  establishes  one  set 
of  rules,  ana  the  President  another,  inooneist- 
ent  with  tbom?  Which  shall  he  enforced? 
The  doctrine  that  powers  bad  been  conferred 
by  usage  and  length  of  time,  he  protested 
against.  Would  gentlemen  point  out  where 
those  who  hod  exercised  snch  powers  obtained 
them  ?  To  tell  him  that  distinguished  men  had 
presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body, 
was  to  tell  him  what  every  person  knew — but 
because  a  doubtful  power  had  been  exercised 
by  distinguished  men,  did  that  sanction  the 
usurpation?  The  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
lina  (Hi.  Siirrn)  tells  oa  of  his  having  been 
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called  to  order,  compelled  to  sit  down,  and  re- 
fnsed  an  appeal — but,  air,  said  Ur.  W.,  thi 
tlem&u  who  called  him  to  order  was  nt 
Vice  FresideDt  of  the  United  States — be  was  a 
member  of  this  body,  pnt  into  that  office  bj 
DaraeWeB,  and  amenable  to  our  anthoritf.  The 
gentleman  being  able  to  specif)'  only  one  caae, 
and  in  tliat  one,  iJie  qaeetion  of  power  not 
rueed  or  conudered.  Mr.  W.  oonld  not  deem  it 
a  precedent  of  an;  importance.  But,  sir,  sud 
he,  if  precedent  were  filed  upon  precedent,  I 
never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  snch  power 
to  be  correct — I  should  be  jnst  m  ready  to  vote 
against  bis  being  possessed  of  this  power  of 
silencing  a  Senator  in  the  midst  of  debate,  then 
Bs  now.  Ur.  W.  denied  then  that  the  presid- 
ing officer  has  any  powers  except  Each  as  are 
expressly  conferred  on  him  by  the  cooatitation 
or  by  the  Senate,  and  concluded  by  observing 
that  the  time  mlEht  arrive  when  the  indiridual 
preelding  over  tLe  Senate  may  think  he  can 
devise  better  roles,  by  virtue  of  some  implied 
or  inherent  power,  than  those  framed  by  the 
Senate,  and  thns  the  most  pemioioos  results 
might  ensue. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Bonth  Carolina  said,  if,  in  dis- 
cnssing  this  rule  before  the  Senate,  references 
to  past  occnrrenoes  had  been  made,  it  could 
not  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
those  who  had  invoked  its  discnssion.  The 
committee  had  reported  their  amendments  of 
the  rules,  which  were  acted  upon  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  toe  rizth  and  aeventb  rules  had  passed 
luA  nUnXio.,  and  wonld  have  been  permitted  to 
rest  as  they  were,  had  not  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  ^r.  Taziwbll)  called  the  attention 
of  t£e  Senate  back  to  them,  by  alluding  to  the 
deoision  which  had  been  mode  in  182S,  npon 
the  oonstmotlon  of  tlieee  roles. 

He  was  aware  that  very  opposite  opinions 
had  been  entertained  iu  the  Senate  when  the 
question  arose  in  1825 ;  bntwhat  thatdiversity 
of  opinion  was,  or  bow  it  was  settled,  he  knew 
sot.  He  bad  not  permitted  himself  even  to 
inquire  either  for  tne  one  or  the  other.  He 
knew  mucb  had  been  s^d  in  the  public  prints, 
and  the  public  mind  had  been  agitated,  in  no 
waall  degree,  by  it.  And  to  avoid  a  recurrence 
of  so  unpleasant  a  nature  in  fatnre,  since  the 
subject  bad  been  introduced,  he  certainly 
thought  It  by  all  means  advisable  that  it  should 
now  be  acted  upon;  and  let  the  rules  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  order  and  decorum  in  the 
Senate  be  rendwed  aa  perfect  as  possible,  inde- 
pendent of  that  courtesy  which  had  heretofbre 
so  highly  distinguished  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  agitation  had 
existed  on  former  occasions,  and  these  were 
not  tlie  halcyon  days  that  seemed  to  invite  to 
repose.  And  whatever  gentlemen  might  think 
upon  ijie  n;!e  as  it  now  stood,  he  could  see  no 
possible  objection  to  making  it  explicit.  It 
could  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  courtesy,  and 
might  promote  it.  At  preaant,  they  were 
calcalated  to  }»^uce  that  effect,  as  great  differ- 
ence of  opinioa  existed  upon  their  true  oon- 
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stmction.  That  there  was  a  power  to  prceem 
order,  was  admitted  on  all  hands ;  bnt  in  when 
that  power  was  vested  created  tbe  doubt  and 
produced  the  argument.  Some  were  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  vested  in  the  Chair,  vUlt 
others  strenuously  contended  that  it  bdonged 
only  to  the  Senators,  iudividuallT  and  ci^e- 
tively.  It  was  snrely  time  to  pnt  the  nutter 
to  rest,  and  let  the  Senate  know,  diadnetly, 
where  the  power  was  located. 

For  his  own  part,  he  never  had  a  dtmbt  bat 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  had  the  right 
to  call  to  order.  The  very  nature  o*  his  office 
implies  that  power.  He  was  not  one  of  thoM 
who  relied  upon  constructive  powers  wbere 
ther  were  not  expressly  given,  but  In  this  chs 
he  nad  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Sesat^ 
from  its  commencement  in  1T8B,  up  to  the  aet- 
aion  of  162S,  a  term  of  36  years,  to  sanction 
this  opinion.  He  recollected  very  well  that  te 
had  himself  been  called  to  order  by  the  Preo- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  more  than  once.  On  (hm 
uon,  a  gentleman  \a  the  chair,  (Mr.  Gail- 
,)  for  whose  memory  he  eutertained  tbs 
most  profound  respect,  bad  called  him  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  when  he,  ySj,  S. 
himself^  conceived  be  was  correct,  which  in- 
duced him  to  appeoi  to  the  Senate,  and  wm 
again  told  by  the  Cbur  there  was  no  appeal 
from  his  deosion;  and  the  Senate  supported 
the  Ch^r. 

Gentlemen  had  contended  Uiiit  this  powcf 
did  not,  nor  ought,  to  belong  to  the  Preddent 
of  the  Senate.  They  looked  upon  the  priuci^ 
as  monstrous,  and  as  threatening  future  ooiue- 
quences  of  a  most  serions  nature.  Others  dep- 
recated the  idea  of  pladng  the  power  of  gov- 
erning forty-eight  Senators,  ana  checking  the 
freedom  of  speech,  iu  the  hands  of  an  indii-idnaL 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate ;  ana 
who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  contrcJ  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  deetnio- 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr,  S.  s^  we  must  take  things  aa  th«y 
were,  and  not  as  they  pcssibly  mi^t  be.  It 
was  fair  to  suppose  the  people  of  the  United 
States  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in  that  chair. 
If  they  should,  the  Senate  hod  the  constitndon- 
al  means  of  controlUng  him.  This  they  could 
do  in  an  instant,  by  giving  an  appeal  from  hit 
deci^oD  to  the  Senate;  and  his  tyranny  wonld 
be  at  an  end.  That  the  President  was  not  a 
Senator  was  nd  argument  against  his  having 
this  power.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  abuse  of  this  power  may  be  as  great 
when  trusted  to  a  Senator  as  it  wonld  be  in  the 
bands  of  the  President.  And,  as  we  have 
entered  upon  the  wide  field  of  supposition,  let 
us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  the  President  of  the 
Senate  this  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  eset- 
cise  the  power,  if  he  had  it,  of  calling  a  mem- 
ber to  order,  that  he  might  sileuce  him  in  de- 
bate. Could  be  not  do  it  with  a  much  better 
grace,  as  the  rule  now  stands,  of  which  gentle- 
men seem  not  to  complain,  by  a  collusion  with 
a  loember,  to  oaH  to  order  anoh  other  manbar 
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as  he  might  wish  to  aileaoe,  tud  then  ltiten>ow 
the  power,  which  all  agree  he  poieeaees,  of  da- 
clarmg  him  out  of  order,  &om  vhich  there  ia 
no  appeal,  and  sileoce  him  at  onoe  t  Aaj  man 
di^osed  to  plaj  the  tyrant  in  that  chair,  would 
mnoh  rather  ^vide  the  responaibilitf  Id  that 
way,  with  a  m«nber,  as  he  can  now  do  as  the 
role  standB,  than  take  it  upon  himself  alone. 

Kr.  Ki.KB  said  he  would  in  a  few  words  ex- 
press his  opinion  np<Mi  this  snUect.  Be  agreed 
that  the  trae  qaestioD  was — Has  the  I^«8ident 
of  tiiis  body  the  right  to  call  a  Senator  to  order 
tot  words  spoken  in  debate  1  He  did  not  agree 
-with  those  gentlemen  who  thought  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order, 
in  Bay  case,  b;  rirtae  of  hts  office.  He  would 
cease  to  be  the  President  of  a  deliberative  body 
oonld  he  not  preserve  that  order  which  was  so 
essential  to  preserve  deliberation.  Hecansup- 
■  press  noise  and  disturbances,  because  the  func- 
tions of  his  office  cannot  be  exercised  without 
it  Words  spoken  in  debate,  per  le,  cannot  be 
considered  disorderly. 

The  Preiddent  cannot  deotare  ttiem  oat  of 
order  without  the  right  of  interfering  with, 
and  in  some  degree  controlling  our  delibera- 
tions. The  distinction  was  this :  The  Presi- 
dent may  preside  over,  but  not  interfere  with 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power 
M  the  latter  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
organic  principles  of  the  body.  If  the  Presi- 
dent may  designate  what  partionlar  words  are 
in  or  ont  of  order,  the  mscnsdons  here  will 
not  be  free.  The  States  are  no  longer  repre- 
sented in  their  sovereign  character.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  no  apprehensions  are  to  be  enter- 
tained on  this  account  of  any  abnee  of  such 
power,  shonld  it  be  conferred,  but  upon  the 
principle  of  the  question  he  had  made  his  de- 
Mr.  WooDBUHT,  of  N.  H.,  observed,  that  tiie 
ooune  of  remarks  on  this  snlnect,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  had  imposed  a  duty 
on  all  who  might  vote  for  the  amendment  fur 
reasons  ditTerent  from  his,  to  explain  their 
views  or  oonsent  to  be  misunderstood  or  mis- 
represented. The  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.,  in 
its  operation  has  not  been  distinctly  appre- 
hended ;  else  probably  less  diverdty  of  opmion 
-wonld  exist  as  to  its  adoption.  It,  in  trnth, 
will  work  two  separate  and  independent  ef- 
fects. One  will  be,  to  confer  on  the  Chair  a 
new  power,  the  other  to  place  a  new  limit  or 
restrit^ioQ  on  all  its  power.  One  ia  produced 
by  giving  the  anthorily  to  c^  to  order  for 
woT^  spoken  in  debate;  the  other,  by  giving 
an  appeal,  from  that  call  to  order,  and  &om  aS 
decisions  of  every  kind,  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate.  As  a  friend  to  restricted  power  in  all 
pubUe  officers,  and  to  Jealousy  of  its  exercise, 
he  should  certainly  vote  for  the  appeal ;  and  as 
the  right  to  call  to  order  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Ohair,  was  of  so  little  oonaeqnenoe, 
when  bqUbc^^  to  Bn  appeal,  he  should  also 
vote  for  that,  if  he  eoola  not  vote  Ibr  the  af- 
peal  B^parateJj.    Every  guitleman  will  see  that 


this  ^raat  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more, 
who  m  addition  to  the  present  forty-seven,  may 
call  to  order  in  the  first  instance,  for  words 
qxikeu,  ia  not  likely  to  produce  either  much 
good  or  hurt,  if  controlled  by  that  forty- 
seven  on  an  appeal  from  the  Ohur.  So 
that  the  whole  contest,  worth  a  moment's 
connderation,  was  that  part  of  the  amendment, 
suljjeotiiig  all  calls  to  order  by  the  Chair  to  the 
revision  of  the  Senate.  This  was  entirely  a 
new  provision.  It  bad  not  been  formerly  intro- 
duced for  the  very  plain  reason,  that  no  power 
to  call  to  order  in  this  case  had  ever  been  con- 
ferred on-  the  Ohair  by  the  rules  of  this  body. 
If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  other  Hous& 
expressly— then,  undoubtedly,  as  there,  it  would 
here  have  been  subjected  to  an  appeal  To 
suppose  that  the  Senate  would  oonler  such  an 
essential  and  controlUng  power  over  the  delib- 
erations without  any  restrictions,  when  the 
other  House  had  imposed  implicit  restriction, 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Senate  less  vigilant 
and  more  servile  and  slavish  to  their  presiding 
officer  than  any  ottier  legislative  body  in  any 
free  Government.  The  other  House  actinc 
under  the  same  clanse  in  the  constitution  would 
limit  the  power,  thoogh  the  Speaker  is  appoint- 
ed by  thranselves — is  one  of  their  own  number 
and  daily  amenable  to  their  anthority ;  and  yet 
the  Senate  would  not  limit  tb&  power,  when 
their  presiding  officer  was  not  appointed  by 
themselves ;  was  not  elected  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  was  sot  amenable  to  tbeir  pleasure  for 
any  supposed  n^ect  of  duty.  To  argue,  there- 
fore, tnat  the  Mce  President  has  heretofore, 
by  our  rules,  had  this  power  to  call  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  withont  any  u»- 
peal  to  the  Senate,  is  to  aver,  that  those  who 
made  these  rules,  were  most  regardless  of  thdr 
safety,  as  corapiu^  with  the  other  House,  or 
were  "ineffably  stopid."  The  words  of  the 
rules  exempt  from  this  repoach,  most  clearly, 
our  fathers,  who  cautiously  formed  them.  The 
sixth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  any 
way  conmstent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the 
Vice  President  is  any  thing  bnt  an  umpire  in 
all  calls  to  order  for  words  spoken.  In  both 
of  them,  he  is  expressly  authorized  to  render 
judgment  after  the  call ;  whereas,  if  he  himself 
made  the  coll,  he  would  render  judgment  be- 
fore be  made  the  call.  He  appealed  to  the  rai- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  as  a  lawyer,  as  weU  as 
a  politician,  to  say,  if  the  words  of  the  rules 
admitted  of  any  other  constmotion,  and  that 
tbeir  spirit  would  admit  of  no  other,  since  no 
appeal  was  provided  for  from  the  decision  of 
the  Vice  President,  no  man  of  independent 
feeling,  and  of  due  respect  to  those  who  made 
the  rules,  could  for  a  moment  believe, 

I  shall  vote  then  for  the  last  vast  of  the 
amendment,  if  the  first  part  be  aaopted ;  be- 
cause the  first  part  confers  a  new  power,  never 
before  conferred  by  our  rules.  I  should  voU 
for  it  also  if  the  first  part  be  not  adopted,  aa  it 
is  a  Mlutary  restr^nt  on  the  old  powers  otm- 
ferred  by  oar  rules. 
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Bat  I  am  uttorl;  utoniBhed,  that  gentlemea 
coa  Bupprort  tliiB  branch  of  the  amendment,  and 
still  srgiie,  that  the  Vice  President  has  a  power 
to  call  to  order  for  words  spoken  ia  debate,  in- 
dependent of  any  mlas  made  ij  this  bodj. 
Thia  has  tmly  been  pronounced  a  doctrine  most 
dangerons  and  alarming.  Where  does  be  ob- 
tun  itT  From  the  constitntion  i  Bnt  that 
confers  upon  the  Senate,  and  not  their  presiding 
oCScer,  the  ri^t  to  make  rules.  He  can  only 
preside,  or  administer  mles  already  made.  The 
eipreea  grant  to  them  of  this  richt  to  make 
rules,  exdndes  his  right  to  make  uiem ;  and  if 
he  cannot  make  one  by  the  constitution,  it  is, 
on  this  same  principle,  an  nsarpadon,  if  he  un- 
dertake to  muce  one  by  the  Use  parliamerUana, 
or  tirtuU  officii,  or  in  any  other  way  not  anthor- 
iz»d  and  ratified  by  the  Bennte,  to  whom  alone 
oonetitntlonally  is  delegated  this  important  tmst. 
Bnt  a  single  and  decifiive  answer  to  all  claim  of 
an  implied  or  inherent  power  in  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  make  and  enforce  this  rule,  withont  an 
express  grant  of  tlie  Senate,  to  call  a  member 
to  order  for  words  spoken  m  debate,  is,  that 
if  he  posseea  this  power,  he  cannot  rightly  sub- 
ject it  to  an  appeal.  If  he  possess  it  in  any 
way,  I  care  not  what,  independent  of  an  ei- 
presB  role  made  by  oh — we  can  neither  diyest 
nim  of  it  nor  in  any  manner  restrict  it.  It  bo- 
comes  on  encroachment  Jnd  nanrpation  by  ns  to 
attempt  to  snbject  it  to  on  appeal.  He  can,  and 
ought  to  put  our  appeal  to  defiance.  He  is  not 
responsible  to  nt  for  the  exercise  of  powers  not 
conferred  by  ns ;  but  responsible  to  the  people 

Ht.  Bkbsizk  Bud  that  he  had  fhimed  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  resolntion,  which 
he  voold  DOW  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Benate.  He  considered  the  power  of  calling  to 
order  in  other  coses  than  in  debate,  a  well-set- 
tled ministerial  power,  which  could  exist  in  no 
other  hands  than  those  of  the  Vice  Prendent — 
becanse  the  attention  of  the  members  is  not 
mpposed  to  be  upon  the  proceedmgs  in  such 
oases.  Bnt  in  the  debate,  the  attention  of 
every  member  would  be  wide  awake;  they 
would  be  tjie  most  Interested  in  checking  dis- 
orderly language ;  and,  thereibre,  a  delegation 
of  power  to  call  to  order  in  snch  oases  would 
imply  a  wont  of  confidence  tn  the  Benators 
tbenuelves.  The  general  dispositiMi  of  the 
Senate  to  preseire  decorum  seemed  to  make 
such  a  delegation  of  power  nnnecessary.  He 
was,  thns,  disposed  to  confirm  to  the  praslding 
oSoer  the  right  of  calling  to  order  In  all  ordi- 
nary cases;  and  to  retain  to  the  members  of 
this  body  the  right  of  calling  to  order  during 
debate ;  imposing  upon  the  President  the  duty 
of  determinmg  whether  llie  call  sboidd  be  sus- 
tained or  not,  with  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate in  dJiBcalt  cases. 

'WxDHESDAT,  February  IS. 

Fount  of  tfi«  Vice  Pnridmt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratioii  of  the 


report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  rnla  d 
the  Senate ;  the  motion  of  Hr.  Foot  still  pwd- 


ng— 
Mr.  J 


JoHNBTOK,  of  Lonislfloa,  said  he  was  ia 
fcvor  of  the  amendment  which  conferred  lit 
power  of  preserving  orderon  the  presiding  offictr 
of  the  Honse,  because  be  believed  order  etseo- 
tial  to  a  deliberative  assembly ;  and,  as  the  ei- 
aroise  of  the  power  bad  been  declined,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  invest  the  Chur  with  t 
power  without  which  his  dnties  nnder  the  too- 
stitutlon  could  not  be  performed,  nor  the  ordv 
of  the  Senate  preserved.  The  power  must  b« 
vested  somewhere.  It  pertuned,  he  thongli^ 
of  ri^t,  to  the  presidmg  officer.  It  wu  i 
power  nsnally  exercised  by  those  who  presided 
over  the  deliberations  of  public  bodies,  sod  it 
could  not  be  exercised  with  effect  by  any  other. 
It  was  clear,  from  experience,  that  the  poirtr 
of  calling  to  order  would  not,  in  extraoidiBiij  ' 
cases,  be  exercised  by  members.  The  penn 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Hons^  vlu 
was  the  object  of  personal  onimadvoiica, 
would  not  claim  the  interference  of  the  EoiM, 
becanse  he  is  on  the  floor  to  defend  himadt 
His  friends  will  not,  because  seeing  the  b^vr] 
already  inflicted,  they  will  prefer  tlie  right  oC 
repelling  the  attack.  The  mends  of  the  tm^ 
ant  will  not,  seeing  the  party  is  present  either 
to  stop  it  by  appealing  to  the  Ghair,  or  by  ri- 
ercisiiig  the  right  of  self  defence.  The  psi^ 
excited  by  the  sense  of  the  injury,  assails  bii 
adversary  in  return,  retorts,  criminates,  ud 
insults.  The  party  rejoins,  and  a  scene  £9- 
grooeM  to  the  actors,  to  the  Senate,  and  tu 
the  oonntry,  ensues.  Where  can  it  end,  but  in 
blows  on  the  floor,  or  in  an  appeal  to  tte 
field  of  honor?  It  being  conudered  thedvQ 
of  all  to  call  to  order,  it  is  the  particular  diitj 
of  no  one — and  no  one  will  take  npon  histidf 
to  do  what  equally  belongs  to  every  otlxr 
member  to  do;  the  interpo»tion  would  Ix 
deemed  at  least  ofiicious,  and  perhaps  by  bolli 
parties ;  and  what  becomes  of  the  bnsineeaths 
order,  peace,  and  dignity  of  ib«  Senate!  But, 
if  the  power  is  conferred  on  the  Chur,  it  be- 
comes nis  peonliar  duty,  nnder  his  rcspMuiUl- 
ity,  to  exercise  it  promptly  and  firmly.  In  the 
Senate,  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  reepoos- 
bility  lost  by  difi\ision :  it  becomes  a  n)«* 
right,  withont  imposing  any  obligation  or  duly, 
and  there  will  be  no  remMy  for  the  coafbaoa 
and  disorder  which  personal  quarrels  may  in- 
trodnce  into  this  place. 

This  much  I  have  s^d  in  regard  to  tb«  ex- 
pediency of  conferring  the  power.  Bnt  the 
power  to  preside  over  the  body  ia  derived  fio^ 
the  constitution.  Th«  power  of  presidingjw- 
supposes  certain  duties  inherent  to  the  afficcr, 
end  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  confer  flie  rigJjt. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtne  of  his  otBce,  to  nt  in 
the  Senate ;  to  snpeHntend  ita  proceedings;  U 
preude  over  its  deliberationa ;  to  pat  all  qst*' 
tions;  to  administer  oaths;  to  Judge  o> '^ 
violations  of  the  mlea,  and  to  enforce  tlMni,s» 
to  do  every  other  thing  which  bekngs  to  tii* 
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office.  The  Senate  twre  the  right  to  prescribe 
rnlea;  bat  hs  u  the  Executive  officer  here. 
He  has  a  general  duty  of  presiding  over  the 
bodf  aocoroing  to  the  custom  of  Bnch  bodies. 
The  Sen&te  maj  prescribe  rules  to  extend, 
limit,  or  eipl^n  his  generttl  duties. 

The  right  to  perform  the  duties  which  belong 
to  the  office,  is  a  right  inherent  iu  the  officer 
not  expressed  in  words,  nor  are  the  dnties  sus- 
ceptible of  eanioeration.  That  withont  which 
the  office  oaanot  be  is  an  essential  part  of  its 
natnre,  and  is  inhereat  in  the  thing,  as  the 
qnality  is  inherent  in  matter.     The  right  to 

E reside  is  expressly  conferred  by  the  office  \ 
at  the  right  to  enter  th«  Senate,  and  to  be  pres- 
ent at  its  deliberations,  which  cannot  bo  ques- 
tioned, is  inherent,  not  expressed :  it  is  implied, 
becaosa  it  is  essential  to  the  perfbrmnaoe  of  the 
dnties  of  the  office,  and  withont  which  the  of- 
fice coald  not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when 
there,  what  pertuns  to  his  office,  is  also  Inher- 
ent, and  there  can  be  no  donbt  of  his  right  to 
do  the  duties  that  belong  to  the  office.  What 
those  duties  are,  must  be  derived  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  office,  and  the  general  understand- 
ing and  usa^ 

The  constitution  ereatee  the  Vice  President, 
«x-officio,  "President  of  the  Senate."  The 
right  and  dnty  of  presiding  in  that  Imdy  is  in- 
ferred  from  l^e  words  which  create  that  ofQc«. 
The  act  of  preeiding  orer  a  bodr  whose  duty 
it  is  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and  to  decide  on 
questions  of  greatest  interest,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  jndicial,  requires  that  the  l)ody 
sbonid  be  kept  free  from  interruption,  oon- 
fnsion,  and  disorder.  It  requires  that  order,  in 
ita  strict  parliamentary  sense,  should  be  mun- 
tained.  It  is  the  right  of  protecting  and  pre- 
•erving  the  body  itself.  It  is  a  right  without 
'which  the  regular  action  of  the  body  could  not 
b«  carried  on.  To  whom  does  this  duty  b*- 
loDzt  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  the  collective 
bo<^,  or  the  members  I     What  was  in  oontem- 

estion  of  those  who  created  the  office  i  What 
the  general  acceptation!  What  is  the 
duty  of  oil  those  who,  under  whatever  name, 
are  called  to  preside  over  public  bodies  I  Or- 
der is  tiie  first  law  of  every  body,  and  he  who 
presides  most  preserve  it :  sncb  is  the  universal 
nnderstandiog  and  nsaga  with  regard  to  it. 

The  oonstitation  has  provided  that,  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  tried 
OD  impeachment  before  the  Senate,  the  Obief 
Justice  shall  preside.  What  rights  and  duties 
does  this  impose !  Certainly  it  constitntes  him 
the  head  of  the  court,  though  not  a  member. 
He  presides  over  the  Senate,  condncte  the 
trial,  preserves  order,  and  does  all  other  acts 
necessary  to  fnlfil  the  duty.  On  the  trial  of  a 
Judge,  that  office  would  devolve  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  who,  in  like  manner,  would 
eondnct  the  trial,  preserve  order,  interrogate 
witnesses,  take  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  and 
do  all  other  acta  pertaining  to  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  Hooae,  of  which  the  tri^  of  Jndge 
Obase  foniislies  an  example.    In  like  manner,  j 


the  President  of  the  Senate  mnst  preside  in 
all  legislative  proceedings.  There  is  equal  au- 
thority and  necessity  for  t>cth ;  and  no  sensible 
distinction  can  be  taken.  In  both  cases  it  im- 
plies the  same  duties.  The  Chief  Justice 
would,  under  the  right  to  "preside,"  exercise 
the  power  of  preserving  order,  by  a  right  uni- 
versally conceded  as  indisjwn  sable  to  his  dnty, 
not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  rule,  but  as  a  necessary  incident.  The 
Preudeat  of  the  Senate,  in  similar  ciivam- 
stonces,  would  have  the  right  to  exercise  the 
same  privileges ;  and  the  right  to  preude  in  all 
other  oases  implies  the  use  of  the  same  means; 
and  such  has  seen  the  nuiform  practioe  in  the 
Senate  from  the  beginning — a  power  never 
doubted  by  the  presiding  officer — never  ques- 
tioned by  the  Senat«.  The  Senate  cannot  be 
organized,  or  hold  its  sessions,  until  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  some  one  in 
his  place.  He  admimaters  the  oath  to  the 
other  members ;  he  pata  all  questions ;  but 
there  is  no  law  or  rule  of  the  Senate  for  this. 
It  is  purely  by  virtne  of  hia  office,  call  that 
power  what  you  wilL 

Hr.  Tylkb  said  he  would  fun  believe  that  no 
difFbrenoe  of  opinion  could  exist  on  the  ques- 
tion, when  fnirly  stated.  Had  ^a  Vice  Presi- 
dent a  right  to  originate  rules,  by  which  we 
are  to  be  implicitly  bound?  The  answer  to 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
on  the  powers  inherent  in  the  office  of  the 
Chair,  is,  that  the  power  of  the  Chur  is  con- 
fined to  the  coustniction  of  rules,  while  their 
origin  is  with  this  body  alone,  who  questions 
the  power  of  a  conrt  to  construe  the  laws! 
Who  believes  that  a  ooort  con  moke  lawst 
How  many  swords  wonld  be  unsheathed,  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  were  to  nnder- 
take  to  make  laws?  The  powers  of  the  Chair 
are  limited  to  the  construction  of  the  rules ; 
and  that  power  nobody  denies. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  power  claimed  was  des- 
potic, and  if  exerted,  would  be  destructive  of 
the  oblect  for  which  the  Senate  is  constituted. 
Who  doubts  that  the  Senate  has  plenary  power 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  its  iDstitntion.  17 
the  Ohair  has  a  right  to  frame  roles  of  proceed- 
ing, the  Senate  has  not  The  right  most  be 
complete  either  in  him  or  in  us.  If  in  both, 
we  should  be  brought  into  contional  collision. 
Here  Mr,  T.  defined  the  powers  of  the  Chwr  to 
be  ministerial,  and  properly  exercised  under  the 
rules  originating  from  the  Senate — and  he  con- 
tended, at  great  length,  that  no  other  power 
was  or  conid  be  given  to  the  Choir,  by  unpli- 
oation,  or  by  the  Itx  paTliamentaria. 

Mr.  T.  also  vindicated  the  decision  of  the 
Vice  President,  who,  he  said,  was  debarred 
by  his  station  trova  self  defence.  The  high 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  accused  was  his 
declining  to  exercise  a  power,  which,  in  bis 
opinion,  did  not  tielong  to  him.  If  actual  im- 
proprieties were  indulged  in,  why  was  It  not 
the  dnty  of  the  Senator  from  Lonlslana,  as  wdl 
as  the  Chair,  to  interfere  ?    Why  did  the  gen- 
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ilr.  WaiTK  moved  to  divide  the  amendment, 
M>  as  flrat  to  decide  the  question  of  conferring 
iho  right  OB  the  PreeideDt,  and  tiien  on  the  Ap- 
peal of  the  Senate. 

The  division  having  been  agreed  to,  the  qnes- 
tion  upon  the  firBt  portion  of  the  amendment 
wu  decided  in  the  afflrmatdve,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Tiis.— H«a8M.  Bantard,  Burton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Benton,  Bonlign^  Cbambera,  Chandler,  Quae, 
Cobb,  Diokenon,  Foot,  Haniaon,  HaTne,  Hendriok^ 
Johnitoa  of  LouUana,  Knight,  McKinlcy,  Huka, 
Noble,  Fanli,  Bobbliu,  Bofgle^  Sanford,  SejmoDr, 
Sibbee,  Smith  of  South  CaroUna,  Thomaa,  Tjler, 
Van  Bsren,  Willey— SI, 

Natb. — keam.  Berrien,  Eaton,  ElUa,  Johnson  of 


Eama,  Woodbnrj — IE. 

The  qnestdoB  on  the  second  portion  of  the 
■me&dment  then  ooonrring,  and  Mr.  Foot  hav- 
ing called  the  yeae  and  itayB,  it  was  adopted  by 
the  following  vote : 

Tiu. — Uesan.  Barnard,  Barton,  Sataman,  BeQ, 
BcDtoo,  Berrien,  Boolifra]',  Cbambera,  Chaodler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  DickersoD,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison, 
Bajne,  Hendrioka,  Johnson  of  Kentnckj,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  EniEbt,  McKinlej, 
McLans,  Harks,  Noble,  Farris,  Ridgelj,  Bobbins, 
Bowan,  Buggies,  Banford,  Bevmour,  Kbbee,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Taiewell,'  ThomM,  Tjler,  Tan 
Buren,  White,  WiUer,  Williams,  Woodbury— M. 

Nath. — Uessrs.  If  aeon,  Smith  of  Ilaryland — 2. 

Bo  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Foot,  to  the  6th 
role,  was  agreed  to. 

The  YioK  PasaiDSirt  thm  rose,  and  add, 
that  he  took  tbia  opportnnity  to  eiTOesa  his  en- 
tire aatiafoctjon  with  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment giving  to  Senators  the  right  of  appeal 
from  tne  decision  of  the  Chair,  as  it  was  not 
only  according  to  strict  principle,  hot  wonid 
relieve  the  Chair  from  a  moat  delicate  duty. 
As  to  the  power  oonferred  upon  the  Chair,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  speak ;  bat  he  assored  the 
Senate  that  he  shonla  always  endeavor  to  ez- 
Crdae  it  with  strict  impariluity. 

Ifr.  Foot  then  moved  to  amend  the  7th  mle 
by  inaerting,  after  the  words  "  called  to  order," 
the  words  "  bj  a  Benator,"  making  it  requiaito 
to  write  down  the  offending  words  ottered  bj  a 
member,  only  when  a  Senator  should  have  call- 
ed htm  to  onler ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macon  asked  whether  a  vote  shonld  not 
be  taken  on  the  two  amendments. 

The  Chair  answered  that  the  division  of  the 
amendment  precluded  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 

TntCDAT,  Febmarj  19. 

JudMal  Proeett. 

The  Un  to  establish  prooeaa  in  the  States  ad- 


mitted into  the  Union  nnoe  the  year  1781,  nt 
taken  op. 

Mr.  Wkbbtbb  entered  into  a  view  of  th«  «- 
tensible  olgects  and  ultimate  elfeets  of  tbe  1h1 
nnder  consideration,  and  argued  that  tiis  far- 
mer were  not  adhered  to,  while  the  littff 
wonld  be  disastrons  and  inoonvcnient  in  dw 
extreme.  He  replied  in  detail  to  the  srn- 
menta  of  Messrs.  Taxewxu.  and  ItowiK,^- 
cnadnc  the  Bigniflcation  given  by  the  procos 
acta  of  '89  and  '92  to  the  term  civil  Uv,  by 
which  eqnity  prooess  was  to  be  regulated,  ad 
opposing  the  idea  that  the  common  lav  tm 
alluded  to  by  the  terms  of  ^ose  acts.  He  ecu- 
ndered  that  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  prtstst 
shspe  it  would  destroy  all  eqaity  procets  in 
many  of  the  old  States.  He  was  periectly  rill- 
ing that  the  advantages  asked  for  by  tb«  nn 
&tat«e  shonld  be  acceded  to  them,  W  Mt  it 
his  dnty  to  t^ipoae  a  bill  which  threatened 
so  much  evil  to  the  dder  memben  of  tht 
Union. 

Mr.  Yas  Bubbt  was  for  reoonsideratiMi,  n- 
marking  that  the  bill,  in  its  preeuit  form,  M 
allowed  to  progress  merely  tbroo^  an  ow- 
sight  of  the  Benatf. 

Mr.  RowAs  said,  that,  In  order  to  oomd 
»ome  matters  of  fact  on  tbia  snbject,  tt  wcoH 
be  neoessary  for  him  to  cousnh  certain  docn- 
menta.  He  therefore  voted  to  lay  the  tnUai 
the  table:  which  was  agreed  to. 

TsmaoAT,  Fehraair  21. 
Judicial  Fneeu, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Row  ah,  the  Senate  rHnmtd 
the  motion  of  the  ISth  instant,  to  reconsider 
the  voto  on  the  reconsideration  of  that  of  <1m 
14th  instant,  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  regulitinf 
prooess  in  the  Courte  of  the  United  fitatcs,  i> 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  1T89. 

Mr.  RowAK  said  that  he  shonld  bare  b«M 
contented  to  take  the  vote  when  this  ifu^M 
was  under  discnsaion  on  the  day  before  yestcrdtfi 
bat  that  the  Senator  fh)m  MassachnsetU  (H^ 
WsBsrEB)  had  referred  to  the  procenlaw*!* 
Kentucky,  in  connection  with  lie  rulei  of  * 
Federal  Conrt,  in  snch  a  manner  as  renderedit 
necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  ^»d»l  r®" 
erenoe  to  those  rules.  The  sentlemsD  M 
moreover,  misstated  the  eiecntion  laws  rf^ 
State.  To  have  it  in  his  power  to  correct  the 
misstatement  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  pradnee 
the  mies  of  Conrt,  he  had  reqneated  the  p'*'' 
ponement.  . 

The  gentleman  had  stated  that  the  laws* 
Eentocky  would  not  permit  an  ezecntiDn  to  H 
taken  ont  by  a  creditor  upon  his  judgment,  ro- 
less  he  would  endorse,  that  nncurreut  or  ^ 
avulable  bank  notes  would  be  taken  in  «■■ 
charge  of  it.  That,  to  remedy  this  e^.'JS 
Federal  Judges  hud  made  the  rules  compla^ 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Zentncky.  He»ddrt 
moreover,  that  the  execution  lawsof  Kentw 
were  declared,  both  by  the  State  and  Fedew 
Jndgea,  to  be  nnconstitntional  and  vnd. 
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Sir,  Mid  Ur.  Bowar,  u  to  the  flnt  statement 
of  Uw  gentleman  it  is  atterlj  aironeons.  There 
never  wu  a  law  of  Kentaokj  wliicli  forbade 
the  plaintiff  to  me  ont  execution  upon  his  judg- 
ment, imleea  he  would  eodorBe  that  he  would 
take  onavulable  paper  lo  dischanre  of  it.  I  do 
not  know.  Mid  Mr.  K.  whenoo  toe  gentleman 
obtained  hU  infonontloii,  bnt  I  do  know  that  it 
IB  iacorreot.  It  waa  alwajB  oonipetent  for  a 
^^tiff  to  me  ODt  bis  eieoatiDn  immediately' 
after  the  term  had  expired,  at  wbioh  be  had 
obtained  his  judgment  But  there  was  a  period 
in  that  State  in  whiob  the  defendant  in  the  ex- 
eoDtion,  conld,  when  it  came  to  be  leTied  upon 
bia  propertj,  repieTy  the  debt  for  two  jeara, 
mdess  the  plaindff  had  endorM  that  he  waa 
wflling  to  reoeire  the  onrrent  bank  notes  of  the 
Btate,  in  whioh  case  ho  oonld  rq>lev}'  for  three 
monttia  onlj. 

Wbj  the  gentleman  should  have  referred  to 
the  exeoation  laws  of  EentDckj,  he  oould  not 
well  peroeire,  for  whether  those  laws  were,  or 
were  not,  ctmstitntional  or  expedient,  most  be 
fitreign  from  the  point  under  diacnaeion,  which 
was,  whether  the  judges  poaaessed  the  power 
to  make  exeontton  laws  under  any  oironm' 
stanoes.  If  onder  oolor  of  making  rules  of 
oonrt,  thej  possessed  the  power  to  make  exo- 
tntion  lawB,  then  thej  oould  hare  exerdsed 
that  power,  whether  the  exeontion  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  foolish,  void  or  valid. 
And  if  the;  did  not  poaaess  the  power  to  legis- 
late, then  thej  conla  not,  under  any  state  of 
thingB,  have  made  those  eiecntioD  laws  or 
rnlea.  But,  aa  the  laws  of  that  Btate  bad  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  a  manner  that 
might  seem  to  imply  censure,  be  wonld,  while 
he  reprobated,  in  the  meet  emphatic  manner, 
the  right,  or  propriety,  of  any  Senator's  oen- 
Buring  the  oondnot  of  a  State,  claim  the  Indnl- 
cenoe  of  the  Senate,  for  a  few  moments,  while 
be  viodieated  the  State,  by  which  he  had  been 
honored  with  a  aeat  in  that  body,  from  the 
imputation  which  that  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  utter  in  innendoes.  He  would, 
Dowever,  premise,  aa  a  faet  well  known,  not 
only  to  physiotogiBta,  but  to  all  close  observers 
of  human  nature,  that  the  Creator  of  man  has 
viMly  and  benignantly  endowed  him  with 
energies  beyond  what  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary avocations  of  life— energies  for  speciij 
and  extraordinary  exigenoios  which  lie  dor- 
mant, until  the  emergencies,  which  awaken  and 
ealt  them  into  action,  oconr ;  that  the  degree 
of  eneigy  berond  the  stock  faabitoally  employ- 
ad  in  die  ordinary  puranltH  of  Ufe,  whioh  shall 
be  called  into  eierdse  npon  any  occasion,  de- 
pends upon  the  exoitement  which  the  occasion 
prodnoea.  Now,  sir,  it  is  known  that  there  is 
no  general  oonditjon  of  sodety  which  excites 
its  members  so  poworfblly  aa  a  state  of  war. 
Hence  it  haa  been  sdd  by  wise  men,  that  it  is 
bat  little  leas  dangerooa  to  olose,  than  to  com- 
mence a  war.  To  allay  the  stock  of  excutement 
which  tliat  condition  prodnoes ;  to  ease  men 
down  to  tfaw  OT^inaiy  paoiflo  pursuite,  fhim  a 


high  and  fervid  state  of  excitement ;  or,  if  the 
simile  may  be  allowed,  to  let  off  the  steam 
when  the  voyage  is  closed,  withont  bursting 
the  boiler,  deranging  the  machinery,  or  injnrino 
the  paaaengora,  is  a  task  of  great  delicacy,  and 
very  great  difficulty.  This  excitement  may  be 
extraordinary  even  for  a  state  of  war.  It  may 
be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  occnr- 
renoes.  A  spirit  of  disaffection  among  those 
who  are  carrying  it  on ;  unexpected  disasters: 
a  savage  and  brutal  speoies  of  warfare,  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the  causes  cal- 
culated to  produce  almost  pretematnral  excite- 
ment daring  ita  progress ;  and,  upon  its  sudden 
twnnination  to  expose  society,  in  its  pactfio 
state,  to  the  efftets  of  the  very  highest  wrought 
war-feeling.  Sir,  such  waa  the  character  of 
our  last  war.  We  had  beheld  in  other  quarters 
for  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  com- 
mencement, the  fleroesL  the  most  deeolatins 
ravagee  of  war.  We  bad  not  looked  on  as  cold 
and  heedless  spectators ;  we  oonld  not  do  so. 
The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  grand  and 
magnificent.  Ail  Christendom,  with  the  ex< 
oeption  of  the  United  States,  were  involved  in 
the  war ;  and  the  United  States  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  looked  on  with  wonder  and 
amazement.  Never  did  nations  contend'  more 
strenuously ;  never  did  war  crowd  npon  the 
gaze  of  mankind  eventa  more  splendid,  or  in 

The  United  States  were  subject,  not  only  to 
the  excitement  which  a  apectaole  so  grand,  so 
angnat,  codld  not  fUl  to  produce  on  them  as 
mere  spectators ;  but  they  were  unceasingly 
exposed  to  collision  with  aome  of  the  bellig- 
erents. They  were,  in  fhot^  for  mnoh  of  the 
time,  in  a  state  of  jtiari  war  with  more  than 
one  of  them.  Then,  sir,  when  the  war  really 
came,  it  tbnnd  the  people  of  this  nation  in  a 
state  of  great  excitement.  Let  me  ask  if  the 
occurrences  di(ring  tJiat  war  were  calculated  to 
diminish  that  state  of  feeling  t  The  disaffeo- 
tion  of  some  of  the  States ;  their  refusal  to  co- 
operate in  bringing  it  to  an  honorable  olose^ 
surely  was  not  calculated  to  damp  the  ardor, 
abate  the  zeal,  or  diminish  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  The  Kentnckiana, 
sMd  Hr.  R.,  are,  and  I  speak  It  with  pride,  a 
brave  and  chivalric  people.  They  felt  all  the 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  their  country,  with  whioh 
its  accumulated  injuries  could  inspire  an  ardent, 
a  brave  and  a  patriotic  people.  They  never 
hesitated,  never  faltered,  for  a  moment  They 
poured  out  their  blood  like  water  on  the  north- 
western frontier.  They  were  prodigal  of  life 
at  Tippecanoe,  the  plains  of  Raisin,  at  Dudley's 
rencontre,  on  the  Thames  and  Orleans,  Sir, 
Kentucky  was  widowed  by  the  war — she  waa 
bereaved,  by  its  ravages,  of  some  of  her  most 
distinguished  sons.  Ineednot,  saidHr.  R.,  name 
them ;  the  occasion  does  not  reqnire  it.  Among 
them  were  Coloneb  Allen  and  Daviess — men 
surpassed  in  none  of  the  States,  in  no  part  of 
the  worid,  whether  you  have  reference  to  their 
virtues  or  their  talents.    Sir,  the  glory  of  the 
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closing  scene  of  the  war  wu  colenlated,  br  its 
eSblgence,  to  eicito  to  rapture  sDch  a  peopla  as 
the  Kentuckians,  and  tber  did  eajoy  the  rap- 
tures of  that  nnparallelea  victory — a  Tictory 
which  they  had  assisted  to  achieve,  a  victory 
vbich  obscnrcd,  by  its  splendors,  the  mortifying 
ooonrrences  of  this  place — yes,  rir,  which  ob- 
literated the  defloration,  by  the  enemy,  of  tlie 
prond  edifice  in  which  we  now  sit,  and  healed 
the  wound  Inflicted  npon  the  just  pride  of  the 
patriotic  portion  of  tlte  American  people,  by 
that  hnmiliating  event.  But,  said  Mr.  Rowan, 
I  bavB  dwelt  longer  npon  this  port  of  the  sob- 
ject,  than,  perhaps,  I  ooght.  The  object  was 
to  show  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  not 
oold  blooded,  indifferent  spectators;  that  they 
were  greatly  ezdted,  and  entered  into  the  cause 
of  their  country,  with  animation  and  leal ;  that 
the  disasters  and  victuries,  In  which  they  par- 
ticipated largely,  were  calculated  to  excite,  and 
did  excite  ^em  greatly ;  that  at  the  dose  of 
the  war  they  were  left  in  a  state  of  very  bieh 
feeling.  And,  in  coqjonction  with  these,  ho 
beg^d  leave  to  .state  another  &ct,  not 'without 
its  inflaence  in  producing  the  state  of  things 
which  ensned,  and  at  which  the  gentleman  has 
ollnded,  not,  indeed,  with  eKpress,  bnt  with  ev- 
ident implied  reprobation.  Sir,  it  must  be  re- 
collected, that  the  United  States  Bonk  did  not 
exist  at  that  period ;  that  the  State  Bonks  fnr- 
nisbed  much  of  the  money,  with  which  the  war 
was  conducted;  Kentucky  furnished  her  full 
portion.  The  needs  of  the  Government,  and 
the  excitement  to  which  he  had  aHuded,  had 
prodnoed,  perhaps,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the 
banks,  in  that  State.  The  men  and  supplies 
fkinilshed  by  that  Stat«,  caused  natnrally  dur- 
ing, and  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  a  plenair,  if 
not  profuse,  circulation  of  local  notes.  This 
ftimuhed,  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public 
mind,  ficilitiea  for  the  indalgenoe  of  feverish  and 
extravagant  pnyeots ;  impracticable  plans  were 
hooeetly,  bnt  erroneonsly  formed ;  chimencol 
notions  of  wealth  and  aggrondieemeDt  were 
cherished.  Id  fine,  the  state  of  feeling  was 
raited  to  the  occo^on  which  it  hod  prodnced, 
and  not  to  the  condition  which  had  ensued  it. 
They  enjoyed  peace,  while  they  were  under  the 
influence  of  war  feelings.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  created  immediately  on  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  the  Government,  vcrv 
nnwisely,  as  he  always  thought,  determined, 
■nddenly,  through  its  instrumentality,  to  re- 
ttore,  not  gradaally,  as  it  ought,  bnt  suddenly, 
a  metallic  curreacy. 

The  effects  of  this  unwiso  Dieasure  are  known 
to  all;  they  were  felt  by  almost  all  in  Ken- 
tnchy.  The  change,  Mr.  President,  was  too 
sudden — the  shock  inflicted  by  it  was  too  se- 
Tere — the  sacrifices  produced  by  it  were  too 
numeroDS  and  too  agonizing — the  basts  npon 
which  the  enterprise,  the  hopes,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  that  Stete  rested,  was 
suddenly  and  onexpectedly  taken  from  'under 
them,  and  they  were  turned  over,  as  lawful 
prey,  to  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
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mercenary  vultures  that  hovered  nnmd  tint 
institution.  The  Legislature  of  the  Stst«,  it 
the  laudable  view  to  midgate  the  calsmitid 
which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  oneipectedl; 
overtaken  the  people,  and  to  save  iVom  niin  ii 
many  as  possible  of  her  citiaens,  by  aflardiii 
them  time  to  disembarrass  themselves,  ptssM 
an  act  authorizing  the  defendant,  when  Ibi 
plaintiff  had  not  endorsed,  that  he  would  tab 
the  current  notes  of  the  States,  to  replery  Iht 
debt  for  two  years,  bnt  denying  to  huo,  irboi 
the  plaintiff  had  made  such  endorsement,  tbe 
right  to  replevy  for  morejhan  three  mootha. 
And  what  was  the  mighty  evil  of  this  ddi}t 
The  defendant  executed  a  bond,  with  two  id- 
proved  securities,  for  the  payment  of  IM 
amount  of  the  execution  within  two  jcsit 
The  debt  was  made  perfectly  secure ;  it  ban 
interest  during  the  time,  and  bad  thefbroti' 
a  judgment  npon  which  execution  issued,  u 
matter  of  conrse,  and  npon  which  there  could 
be  no  del^.  The  injury  was,  if  an  injury  thtt 
may  be  cimed,  which  is  a  pnblio  good,  thit  (be 
plaintiff  was  not  permitted  to  take  the  entirt 
estate  of  the  defenaBnt  for  leas  than  a  one  hui- 
dredth  part  of  its  value.  There  was  no  moocf 
which  wonld  be  token,  save  what  little  could  In 
obtained  from  the  United  States  Bank;  ul 
that  was  not  obtained  by  debtoi^  and  nbm 
obtfuned,  was  employed  by  those  who  eeuld 
obtain  it  in  merciless  speculation,  at  forced 
sales  by  the  sheriff.  The  contracts  had  all  bees 
predicated  upon  the  local  currency — none  otiw 
had  been  known  or  thought  of^  tiiat  had  bMs 
put  down  by  tho  United  States  Bank— a  n*w 
Btate  of  things  had  ensued.  The  creditor  re- 
fused the  medium  for  which  ho  had  contrsct- 
ed,  and  demanded  payment  in  one  which  bid 
been  suddenly  created,  and  could  not  be  sur 
denly  obtained.  The  Legislature  not  onlf 
passed  this  law,  bnt  passed  a  law  also  aboli^ 
ing  imprisonment  for  debt;  thus  affording  U 
tbe  brave  fellows  who  had  fooght  the  bUtle* 
of  their  country,  an  opportunity  of  paying  that 
debts,  without  the  entire  sacrifice  of  thdr  prop- 
erty, and  the  loss  of  tlieir  liberty,  by  imimMi" 
ment  And  mark,  Mr.  President :  the  gtMt 
m^ority  of  creditors  in  that,  as  under  like  d^ 
cnrastancea,  they  will  always  be,  in  e»eij 
State,  wore  not  the  ardent,  generous  bnn 
men  who  had  entered  with  their  whde  sow 
into  the  war  which  their  country  luid  bw 
constrained  to  wage.  They  were  mostly  jow 
cold-bloodt  d,  calculating,  avsridous  men,  viiom 
only  lovoof  country  was  love  of  money — '!"*' 
patriotism  was  cupidity,  and  whose  seal  fu  ^ 
enrich  themselveB,  and  to  ruin  the  men  "^ 
bad  saved  thoir  country.  These,  sir,  were  ft* 
— but  they  were  clamorous — and  thdr  elanioM 
were  echoed  by  capitalists  from  every  V^*^ 
— and  we  all  know  that  the  capitalists  were  M* 
the  potriots  in  our  last  war. 

But,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  if  Eenliii^ 
was  the  only  State  that  hod,  by  her  ensrtiw* 
attempted,  during  the  war,  to  rait  her  code  W 
her  condidou  I    Sir,  a  gnat  m^ori^  of  1" 
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States  altered  their  execntion  laws.  Public 
■eDtiment  approved  it,  becaose  the  deranged 
ooadition  of  sffain  required  it  Yirsinia,  the 
ancient  domiaion,  a  State  as  distinguished  for 
the  correotneSB  and  stability  of  her  political 
creed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  sttieemea  which  she 
has  produced,  even  she  aiuq>ended  ezecntiooa,  for 
(he  believed)  twelve  monthi.  Bat  whj  qnote 
examples — what  are  the  States  foc^-wnat  the 
(uuiual  session  of  their  LeKislatares — but,  hj 
changing  the  laws,  to  suit  them  to  the  Tarjring 
eondition  of  society  f 

It  is  trae,  sir,  that  the  Cironit  Jndge  pro- 
nonnoed  the  rnilevin  law  of  Eentncky  to  be 
nnoonstitutionu  and  void.  He  declared  the 
law  to  be  void,  becaose  it  delayed  jostioe,  and 
immediately  enacted  a  law  which  authorized 
the  defendant  to  replevy  for  three  mouths. 
He  declared  tiie  replevin  law  of  tho  State  to 
be  nnconatitationsl,  and  immediately  made  a 
replevin  law.  He  declared  the  law  of  the 
State,  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  to  be 
void  for  the  same  reason,  and  immediately  en- 
acted an  imprisonment  law.  [Here  "Mr,  K,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  the  roles  made  by  the  Fed- 
eral Judges  of  the  Kentucky  District,  They 
consisted  of  1?  sections.  They  were  read  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  his  plaee.1  Sir, 
said  Mr.  Rowak,  if  the  Jndge  bod  really  t>e- 
lievsd  these  laws  of  the  State  to  be  nnconstitn- 
tional,  and  if  he  hod  really  believed,  also,  that 
he  possessed  legiabtive  powei^-a  Mspeot  for 
himself — the  pride  of  consistency,  and  a  decent 
respect  fur  the  sentiment  of  the  State,  should 
all  have  restrained  him  irom  the  course  which 
he  porsued.  There  was  an  aoparalleled  au- 
dacity, in  ordaining,  by  rule  of  court,  a  replevin 
law,  when  he  had  determined  that  law  on  the 
part  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitutional.  There 
was  an  insolent  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  in 
ordaining  imprisonment  for  debt  after  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  had  abolished  it.  Sir,  we 
hear  a  great  deal  about  tho  pnri^  and  sanctity 
of  the  Judicial  character,  and  eulogies  withont 
nnrnber  are  pronounoed  upon  the  present  in- 
cambents.  He  had  nothing  to  say  about  the 
men;  it  was  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Ju- 
dicial department,  and  not  with  the  judges, 
that  this  Senate  had  to  do  in  the  present  qnev 
tion.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  he  did  not  rate  very  highly  that  sanctity 
which  was  onceasingly  employ f^  in  profaning 
the  State  laws,  and  State  authorities — which, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  little  nsnrped  and  brief  an- 
thoHty,  outraged  the  sacred  principles  of  free- 
dom, and  drew  into  contempt  the  most  solemn 
civil  institutions.  Sir,  you  have  in  tho  rules  of 
oonrt,  which  have  just  been  read,  a  fhll  and 
eoRiplex  code  of  execution  laws;  including  re- 
plevm,  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  a  system 
of  oonveyanoing.  The  very  highest  attributes 
of  sovereignty  are  exerted  in  conclave  by 
these  judges.  They  make  their  rules,  whEdi 
sabjeot  your  property  to  seizure  and  sale,  and 
your  body  to  imprisonment.  They  are  not 
printed  nor  promolged ;  and  yel^  like  the  laws 


of  the  tyrant,  liey  must  govern,  though  they 
cannotberesdor  known.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Rowan, 
we  are  tiiis  day  debating  whether  the  Judges 
shall  exercise  the  legislative  power  to  an  extent, 
and  in  a  manner,  which  drew  upon  that  tyrant, 
the  just  execration  of  all  mankind.  Our  free- 
dom oonsista,  essentially,  in  the  fact,  that  we 
are  governed  by  laws,  made  by  ourselves — 
that  the  will  of  the  mftjority,  definitely  ex- 


Bnt,  what  is  the  Judicial  doctrine,  which,  ha 
was  aortrto  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  this 
body  t  why,  not  that  the  voice  of  the  major- 
ity, bnt  that  the  will  of  one  or  two  Federal 
Judges — under  fhe  supposed)  the  sacred  guid- 
ance of  that  faiuifiil  monitor,  th«r  conscience^ 
shonld  regulate  the  property  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people  of  these  States — and  that,  too,  not 
published,  but  retained  in  the  offioe  of  tb^ 
own  clerk.  The  judges  and  the  lawyers  of  tha 
conrt  well  know  what  the  rules  are,  and  tha 
people  may  know  by  making  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  and  paying  nim  for  a 
sight  of  them.  But  that  the  Judges  and  tha 
lawyers  shonld  know  the  law,  seemed  to  tho 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  sufficient.  It  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  that  the  people 
should  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  ui^ed 
by  the  gentleman  with  a  zeal  which  be  had 
bnt  littie  expected.  Ho  would  notice  it  more 
at  large  hereafter :  for  the  present  he  was  con- 
cerned with  the  Legislative  power  asserted  for, 
and  exercised  by  the  judges.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
Rowan,  the  legi^tive  power,  according  to  the 
theory  of  our  Government,  is  never  to  be  exor- 
cised bnt  under  strict  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple, whose  will  gives  obligatory  force  to  the 
law.  But  under  what  responsibility  do  the 
judges  legislate  ?  They  are  in  office  for  life, 
and  can  only  be  removed  by  impeachment,  for 
malfeasanoe  In  office.  Their  office  is  Judicial, 
not  legislative.  Oould  they  be  impeached  for 
oormpt  letpslationt  Would  it  be  official  mal- 
feasance f  They  were  commissioned  to  Judge, 
not  to  legislate — to  expound,  not  to  make  laws. 
Their  legislative  exertions  would  not  be  official, 
and  so,  not  snUect,  to  even  the  remoteand  nom- 
inal re^nsibuity  of  impeachment. 

Mr.  President,  all  the  distinguished  writers 
upon  political  science  agree  that  the  concentra- 
tion ol  the  legislative,  the  judicial,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive power  in  the  same  person  or  body,  con- 
stitutes despotism.  These  three  powers  were 
exercised  by  the  Federal  Judges  in  Kentuclcy ; 
and  that,  too,  in  relation  to  topics  the  most 
critically  Interesting  of  any  that  rail  within  the 
Bcopeof  those  powers,  in  their  divided  and  best 
adjqsted  shape  in  immediate  relation  to  the  en- 
joyment of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession  of  his 
Eroperty  by  the  citizen.  That,  surely,  is  the 
ighest  act  of  sovereignty,  which  takes  from  a 
man  his  liberty,  or  which  t^es  (W)m  one  man  his 
ei-tv  and  gives  to  another;  yet  these  Judges 
B  the  mles  by  which  this  is  dose— 4hey 
expound  them,  and  they  execnte  then).  Sir,  said 
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til.  fiowAK,  if  this  tiling  is  sanotioned,  we  have 
zained  nothing  bj  the  revolntion ;  we  have  lost 
by  it.  For  auch  a  power  was  never  asserted 
for,  or  exercised  by,  the  judges  of  England.  It 
would  not  t>e  tolerated  by  the  people  of  that 
oonntiy.  The  people  ot  that  GoTemment 
haTe^  at  Toriona  penoda  of  its  history,  been 
very  mnoh  harassed  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy 
and  oomipUon  of  tbeir  JadgeB,  but  they  aever 
were,  as  the  people  of  Kentucky  have  been, 
oppressed  by  the  usnrpation,  on  the  port  of 
even  their  most  cormpt  judges,  of  the  legisla- 
tive  power.  Sir,  this  assumption  of  the  legh- 
lalive  power,  by  the  Federiii  judges  of  Ken- 
tucky, nas  caused  much  anxiety  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  They  have  remonstrated  to  Con- 
gress, repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly,  agfunst 
ft.  Their  remonstrances  have  hitherto  been 
unavailing.  They  have  bees  patient,  not  from 
any  proneness  on  their  part  to  submit  t«  Ju- 
dicial or  any  othe^  kind  of  tyranny,  hut  from 
a  love  of  order,  and  in  the  hope  that  their 
wrongs  would  be  redressed  by  Congreas ;  when 
that  nope  ceases,  let  the  petty  oppressors  be- 
ware how,  and  upon  whom,  they  eiercise  their 
ill'derived  power.  But,  Mr.  President,  why 
should  their  reasonable  eipectntions  of  redress 
from  Congress  be  disappointed  ?  What  b  there 
in  Judiciu  legislation  which  can  enamour  Con- 
gress with  it?  The  excellence  of  all  legislation 
IS  in  the  adiq)tation  of  the  laws  by  those  who 
moke  them,  to  the  condition  of  those  for  whom 
they  are  made.  The  judges  ore  not  from 
among  the  people ;  they  are,  by  their  ofSce, 
and  uieir  salaries,  placed  above  tbe  flnctua- 
tions,  and  freed  from  the  cares,  to  which  the 
people  are  unceasngly  exposed.  They  cannot, 
therefore,  if  they  were  qualified,  in  other  re- 
spects, be  euffioiently  ocqnainted  with  the  will 
of  the  people,  their  wants  and  their  sufferings, 
to  legislate  IwnefldaUy  for  them.  But,  sir, 
when  did  this  idea  of  Judicial  legislation  firat 

C resent  itself  to  the  American  people?  The 
iw  of  Congress,  authorising  the  jud^s  to  alter 
the  forms  of  process,  and  to  make  r^es  for  the 
regulation  of  its  own  Judicial  proceeding  in 
wait,  was,  we  all  know,  passed  in  ITSg,  and 
re-enacted  in  May,  1793,  But  nobody  ever 
thought  that  either  of  these  laws  conferred  leg- 
islative power  upon  the  judges.  They  them- 
aelvea  were  unconscious  of  possessing  any  such 
power.  The  altersUou  of  State  prooesa,  in  the 
article  of  form  only,  so  as  to  aoapt  its  use  to 
the  organic  stmctiire  of  the  Federal  Courts, 
was  known  to  be  all  that  was  intended  by 
Congress,  in  those  acts.  Nor,  sir,  did  the  courts 
ever  dream  of  exerdnng  any  other  or  further 
power  under  color  of  those  acts,  until  since  the 
war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  experiment  was  first  mode  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  case,  uid  under  the  auspices,  of 
that  Bank — backed  by  all  the  talents,  influence, 
and  weight  of  character,  which  that  institution 
mply  the  means  of  eulisting.  The 
'  DDilv,  but  too  sncoessfnl. 
i^hosetts  teUs  ns,  that 


The  gentlepum  fromU 


the  invalidity  of  the  Keatooky  exeoptian  liwi 
was  a  great  eviL  and  that  tbejttdgM  were  c«M 
open  to  apply  tne  remedy.  It  isadnuttedtobs 
thedotyarthejndgestoan^thorwnedy.  Sot 
it  is  asserted  to  be  the  right  of  tlie  Lepdatara 
to  make  it  Every  remec^  presupposes  an  vrSL 
To  explore  the  condition  of  society,  to  ascer- 
tain the  existing  evil,  and  to  frame  and  suit  Iha 
remedy  to  the  evil,  is  the  province  of  the  states- 
man. To  apply  the  remedy,  when  provided,  ia 
the  dnty  of  Uie  judge.  Neither  should  treacli 
upon  the  province  of  the  other.  These  differ- 
ent duties  require  very  di^^nt  capacities  mi 
att^nmests,  so  that  the  q>ology,  offered  by 
the  gentleman,  for  the  Judges,  is,  at  best,  bit 
the  stale  apology  for  oppreBsitm.  The  plea  d 
necessity  ia  the  hahitnal  excuse  for  lyTaony, 
But  if  the  judges  had  felt  the  urgency  of  tiai 
necesfflty,  which  the  gentleman  aseerts  in  thcff 
behalf,  why  did  thejr  not  refer  the  case  to  Cos- 
gresa,  whoae  exolufflve  province  it  is  to  lens- 
bte  for  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States.  Sir, 
the  l^iimato  eonroe  of  the  governing  powtf 
in  this  country,  as  we  all  know,  is  in  tlie  peo{dft 
None  can  be  exert«d  by  any  publio  fiinctioiuiy 
which  has  not  been  delegsteo. 

How  much  moro  beoomtng  anddmentwonU 
it  have  been  in  those  Judges,  if  tttey  had  em 
believed  the  State  laws  to  have  been  nnccnili- 
tutional,  to  have  surrendered  tbeir  jndgmoitle 
that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  until  CoDgrMS 
could  have j>a6sed  upon  thesnbjeot;  tohavesop- 
posed  that,  according  to  any,  and  every  ratiooil 
criterion  of  correctness,  that  half  a  million  of  in- 
telligent people  who  compose  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, were  right  and  they  wrong ;  than  to  ban 
bewildered  themselves  in  the  mazes  of  abstiac- 
tjon,  tu  find  that  the  legal  obligation  of  a  contrut 
consistedinthereraedyalone.  Sir,thel(^coflbe 
Judges  upon  this  aubject  is  new,  and  aomewbit 
cunous,  but  more  dangerous  than  either.  It  Ji 
thus  they  reason:  "The  Craistitution  of  tin 
United  States  provides  that  no  State  shall  pM 
any  law  impdring  the  obligation  of  contnds; 
the  obligation  of  a  contract  c<Hlsists  alone  ia 
the  remedy  for  its  enforcement ;  any  State  lav 
which  vanes  the  remedy,  impairs  the  obliga- 
tion of  all  existing  contracts,  and  is,  therefcm, 
as  to  them,  unconstitutional  and  void."  Tba 
evident  tendency  of  this  doctrine,  if  its  ab- 
surdity could  be  tolerated,  is  oonsolid^ion.  It 
is  to  paralyze  the  States  by  denying  tliein  ti* 
exercise  of  the  l(^;islative  power,  upon  wbid 
alone,  their  freedom  and  their  happinea  d«- 
pends.  The  laws  of  ri^t  and  wrong,  are  &• 
vine  and  unalterable.  The  laws  for  the  of 
presaion  of  wrong  and  the  enforoement  of  ricU, 
are  human,  and  may  be  modified  and  varito  to 
snit  the  varying  or  varied  state  of  society,  i> 
the  wisdom  of  the  people,  legitimately  ei^'* 
cised,  shall  dictate.  The  language  of  msco 
which  has  had  the  practical  sanction  of  all  6^ 
Governments,  and  withont  which  free  Govnn- 
ments  could  not  exist,  is  that  the  remedy  !•  >» 
tlie  disoretion  of  the  soTereign  l^^ative  po«w- 
The  gentieman  majaay — aahehaduiainiv 
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latiOD  to  the  execution  Itnr  of  Kentaokj — tbe 
aovereign  i^^lative  ^wer  maj  be  misexer- 
4Hsed  or  abnsed ;  and,  m  that  ease,  the  Federal 
judges  most  tqiplj  the  remedy  to  tixo  eviL  He 
woold  aoawer,  that  the  power  of  enacting 
remedial  lavs  mast  be  lodged  eomawhere,  aod 
that  the  people  irere,  at  least,  aa  safe  a  depoe- 
itorf  of  that  power  as  thejudgea;  beeideR,ifit 
vere  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges,  they 
too,  might  misezercise  or  abuse  it ;  and  who, 
in  that  oaoe,  should  applf  the  remedy  to  the 
evil?  For  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  is, 
that  wherever  there  is  an  btiI  there  most  be  a 
remedy.  Mr.  B.  said  he  agreed  that  there 
on^t  to  be  a  remedy  for  every  evil ;  he  was 
sorry,  however,  to  aay,  that  the  fact  was  not 
always  so.  There  existed  many  evils,  for  which 
remedies  had  not  beea  provided ;  and  among 
the  moat  enormous  and  grievons  evil  of  that 
oharaoter,  was  the  nBerpation  of  legislative 
power  by  the  judges.  He  ehonld  be  glad  to 
tee  the  gentleman  support  his  doctrine  by  his 
vote,  and  assist  in  fnnushing  the  ^ipropriate 
remedy  for  this  most  afBicting  evil.  This  evil, 
which,  by  violating  the  gre«it  principles  of  onr  free 
institutions,  leads  t^i,  and  threatens  the  destme- 
tion  of  our  Uberty ;  whioh,  by  nsnrping  the 
power  of  the  BCatea,  threatens  their  absorption ; 
which,  by  conceding  to  the  judges  the  exercise 
of  legislative  power,  denies  to  the  States  the 
right  of  regulating  their  own  remedial  system, 
according  to  their  own  will.  Sir,  the  (rentlemau 
would  remedy  what  he  miscalls  an  evil  in  Ken- 
tucky by  an  infinitely  greater  evil.  He  says,  vir- 
tually, tJist  the  people  of  that  Btate  have  abused 
the  legislative  power,  and  proposes  to  remedy 
the  evil,  by  transferring  that  power  to  the 
jodgea,  without  providing  a  remedy  for  its 
abuse  by  them.  He  is  right  in  proposing  no 
remedy  tor  their  abuses  of  this  power;  for 
when  it  is  once  conceded  to  them,  it  will  be 
idle  to  tallc  of  a  remedy  for  their  perversion  or 
abuse  of  iL  It  most  be  irresponsibly,  and  will, 
of  course,  be  irremediably  exercised.  But  are 
we  prepared  for  snoh  a  state  of  things!  Are 
we  prepared  to  sanction  be^nnings,  which  will 
lead  to  snoh  a  result  t  Mr.  FresideDt,  the 
boundaries  between  right  and  remedy  are 
planted  deep  la  natnre — the  distinction  be- 
tween them  is  obvious  and  plain.  Shall  they 
be  confounded,  and  the  States  be  deprived  of 
thmr  legitimat«  power,  by  Judicial  mysticism  ? 
flhall  it  be  filched  from  them  by  Judicial  sub- 
tleties, or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  ? 
Sir,  the  new  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire- 
drawn, too  sublimated,  too  evanescent,  for  the 
use  of  ft  repnblican  people.  The  Judges  should 
be  permitted  to  amuse  themselves  with  it  as  a 
■norkling  abstraction,  a  pretty  little  brilliant,  a 
glitteriuK  p^^ant  of  the  fancy,  or,  if  you  [Jease, 
an  intellectual  aurora  borealis — bnt  nothing 
more  or  farther.  They  should  not  be  allowed 
to  experiment  with  It  npon  the  common  sense 
of  tiie  people,  at  the  hazard  of  their  liberty : 
elJll  tesa  should  they  be  permitted  to  impose  it 
upon  the  people  as  the  plan,  npon  which  alone 


they  could  exercise  the  power  of  remedial  leg- 
islation. They  should  not  be  permitted  to  se^ 
it  abroad  among  the  States  as  a  destroying 
angel,  as  impalpable,  and  as  destructive  of  thei^ 
ri^ts,  as  was  tJie  visit  of  that  mysterious  agent 
to  the  first-born  of  the  Egyptians.  Sir,  mys- 
tery on  the  port  of  the  poutical  agents,  in  any 
Qovomment,  is  the  sure  harbinger  of  the  op- 
presuon  of  the  people.  It  addresses  itself  to 
the  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. And  common  sense,  or  the  power  of 
reastm,  is  the  criterion  to  which  altwe  shonld 
bo  referred  the  propriety  or  justness  of  any 
measure  which  may  affect  the  liberty  or  the 
happiness  of  man.  To  the  t«st  of  this  standard 
alone,  should  every  thing  which  affects  his 
rights  or  his  interest  be  subjected.  Common 
sense  revolts  at  the  idea  that  the  Legislature 
may  provide  a  remedy  for  contingent  and  pos- 
sible evils ;  bnt  onght  not,  and  cannot,  exert 
any  remedial  agency  for  the  mitdgatioQ  of  a 
present  and  nisent  eviL  That  they  may  pro- 
vide  a  remedy  for  evils  which  may  never  nap- 
pen,  but  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  the  remedial 
power,  soften  those  which  are  present  and 
presranc.  Bir,  a  wise  Le^slature  is  like  a  wise 
and  skilful  physician,  wnose  duty  it  is,  not 
only  to  prevent,  but,  by  remedial  applications, 
to  cure  maladies,  and  to  soften,  by  judicious 
lenitives,  those  which  cannot  be  cured. 

One  gentleman  (Mr.  MoLaitb)  says,  that  the 
Judiciary  is  the  most  important  department  in 
oar  Government.  He  compares  it  to  a  fixed 
star,  shedding  its  dear,  hut  mild  light,  through- 
out the  political  horizon.  He,  too,  pronounces  a 
enli^y  upon  the  judges,  and  says  they  can  have 
no  motive  to  do  wrong.  It  is  (said  Mr.  R.) 
a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  suppose  the  worst, 
and  provide  agunst  it.  The  Judges  are  men, 
and  however  good  they  may  be,  their  suooea- 
sors  may  not  be  so.  Wise  men  are  sntject  to 
the  errors  of  human  ftailty ;  foolish  and  vicions 
men  are  never  without  motives  to  do  wrong. 
The  judges  are  men,  and  it  is  wise  in  the  I^ 
islature  to  guard  against  the  iqjurious  exertion 
of  thalr  power,  either  weakly  or  wickedly. 
While,  like  the  fixed,|itar  spoken  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman, they  continued  to  oconpy  their  ^pn>- 
priate  sphere,  and  to  shed  their  lustre  upon  the 
other  deportments,  they  would  have  his  appro- 
bation. But  when,  instead  of  the  benignant 
beamings  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursued  the  er-. 
ratio  and  desolating  course  Of  a  blazing  comet, 
threatening  destruction  to  thdr  co-ordinate 
orbs,  he  raoBt  be  pardoned  for  withholding  hia 
approbation.  Bu^  to  change  the  figure  of  the 
gentleman,  for  one  leas  snblimated,  he  would 
say  that  the  judges,  when  caught  poaching 
npon  the  lenslatlve  manor,  should  M  driven 
off,  and  taught  to  confine  themsdves  to  the  ju- 
dicial demesne ;  and,  dropping  the  figurative, 
into  whioh  he  hod  been  seanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  the  Judiciary  were  an  important  depart- 
ment in  the  Government.  But  their  important 
useAilneBa  consisted  in   the  enlightened  and 
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bithfal  performance  of  their  appropriate  daties. 
Their  duty  waa,  he  repeated,  to  eipoand,  not 
to  make  laws.  It  was  very  far  from  his  desire 
to  disparage  the  Judiciary,  or  the  judges.  He 
would  avoid,  alike,  an  idolatrons  admiration, 
and  a  cnnaeleaa  cenanre  of  the  judges.  They 
were  aot  more,  and  he  would  not  have  them 
thought  to  be  leaa,  than  men.  fint  he  protest- 
ed, once  for  all,  against  the  morbid  seneibility 
displayed  by  many  gentlemen,  whenever  the 
powers  or  the  duties  of  these  jnd^s  were 
drawn  into  discoMion.  Sir,  the  jadicial  power 
is  not  of  a  oomplezion  eo  delicate,  nor  of  a  tex- 
ture BO  tender,  that  it  cannot  bear  the  breath 
of  dispassionate  scrutiny — at  least  anch  was 
not  the  character  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
was  exerted  in  vacating  the  execution  Inwa  of 
Kentucky,  and  in  creating  a  code  of  its  own. 
It  was  hardy  enough,  in  mat  instance,  to  defy 
and  override  the  public  sentiment  of  that  State 
— and  to  ontrago  decency  and  consistency  in 
the  manner  of  doing  it,  as  he  trnated  be  had 
sulHciently  shown  in  that  part  of  his  argument, 
which  related  to  the  Execution  Code  enacted 
by  the  judges.  He  woald  venture  to  predict, 
without  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy, 
that  whenever  the  most  vigilant  scrutiny  of 
the  people's  representatives  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  that  deportment,  the  liberties  of  the  peo-' 
pie  will  be  endangered.  Sir,  that  ia  the  depart- 
ment through  which  oppression  of  every  kind, 
and  from  every  qnorter,  will  attempt  to  smug- 
gle itself  upon  the  people.  It  is  under  color, 
and  through  the  avenues  of  Justice,  in  every 
Government,  that  corporations  oiert  their  aria- 
tocratio  influences.  It  is  through  that  medinm, 
masked  in  the  forms  of  rules  and  usages  of  law, 
that  oppression  of  every  kind  finds  its  way  to 
the  people.  The  povrer  of  wealth  and  of  all  the 
factitious  dialJnctions  which  arifio  in  society,  is 
harmless  without  the  connivance  of  the  Judges. 
Sanctioned  by  them,  it  is  reditless — it  is  rnin- 
ous.  Liberty,  Mr.  President,  is  never  taken 
from  a  people  at  onoe,  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. It  IS  taken  now  ttora  one,  and  then 
from  another,  under  pretence  of  law,  and  with 
the  sanction  of  its  forms,  yntil  the  oidy  liberty 
left,  is  the  liberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the 

rr — the  strong,  the  weak;  and  it  ceases  to 
jnioycd  by  the  citiiens,  only  becanse  of  the 
resistless  sancUty  with  which  it  has  been  wrest- 
ed from  them.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  loses  its 
fragrance  by  the  frequency  of  its  violation,  and 
the  people  abandon  it  In  disgust,  or  submit  in 
despair.  But  in  no  free  Government  can  the 
people  be  oppressed  or  enslaved  withont  the 
consent  of  the  judges. 

No  man,  as  yon  may  perceive,  sir,  said  Mr, 
n.,  rates  the  Judicial  character  higher  than  I 
do.  But  it  is  only  valuable  when  it  does  its 
daty,  and  then  it  is  inestimably  eo.  He  waa, 
therefore,  for  requiring  the  judges  to  do  their 
duty,  their  whole  dnty,  and  nothing  but  their 
duty.  The  difference  between  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  and  himself^  consisted  in  the 
opposition,  by  that  gentleman,  that  the  judges 
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would  always  do  their  dnty,  and  no  mm ;  ud 
by  him,  that  they  might,  and  would,  if  tht 
restraining  vigilance  of  the  people  were  with- 
drawn, often  transcend  their  duty.  Ha  nm 
willing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient  or  mod- 
em, for  the  correctness  of  his  opinion.  H«  th 
persuaded  that  both  wonld  bCMV  teatimoay  in 
nis  favor.  But  why  appeal,  sud  Mr.  K,  to 
history  I  Why  go  to  Rome,  to  Greece,  to  Car 
thage,  or  to  liigland,  in  quest  of  &ct8t  Bin 
we  not  (acts  enough  at  home — at  hand— of  t 
modem  and  domeetle  character  t  Have  not 
the  Federal  Judges  boldly  and  nnblniluiigly 
enacted  a  code  of  Execution  Laws  for  the  Ken- 
tucky District?  Has  not  that  State  sgaia  nd 
again  remonstrated  against  their  nsarnttiw  ot 
the  Legislative  power!  It  was  allied  by 
Cicero,  in  his  prosecution  of  Yerres,  as  ao  out- 
rage of  the  utmost  enormity,  tbat,  in  hia  An- 
acter  of  Qntestor,  he  had  caused  the  ponitlh 
ment  of  stripes  to  be  inflicied  upon  a  Boom 
citizen,  for  an  alleged  crime ;  and  that  tm,  ii 
the  moat  degenerate  state  of  tbe  Boman  St- 
public.  And  shall  it  be  thon^t  a  li^t  mtt 
ter,  in  our  Republic,  yet  in  its  youth  and  vigor, 
that  two  Federal  Judges  passed  a  law  sntijectinf 
the  free  citizens  of  the  State  of  Eentnckj  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  contrary  to  the  !■*< 
of  that  State  I  That  they  not  only  pawd  i 
law,  making  indebtedness  a  crime,  but  senuQT 
inflicted,  by  their  decinpn,  the  punishment  of 
imprisonment,  by  virtue  of  their  own  law,  npcn 
many  unfortunate  debtora  within  that  St*t& 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  to  inflict  ri^ 
upon  the  body  of  a  Roman  citizen  ohir^ 
with  a  crime,  could  draw  forth  from  that  iin- 
mortal  orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst  of  indig- 
nant eloquence,  what  seuBatioiis  of  iadiguau 
ought  to  be  felt  by  the  patriots  of  this  free  (» 
enlightened  country  against  the  judge  *''<^ 
without  color  of  crime — unless  bereavemwli 
and  miafortunes  subject  thoir  victims  to  tint 
imputation — by  a  law  of  his  own  wtclKB, 
and  by  his  own  decision  upon  that  law,  and  by 
the  agency  of  his  own  marehal,  has  thrown  iets 
prison  all  the  debtors  of  his  court !— who  b» 
ordwned,  by  rule  of  court,  that  poverty  si*" 
be  punished  with  loss  of  liberty  I  Sir.  thii  ■* 
a  point  upon  which,  it  would  seem  to  b^ 
there  ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  this  body  ud 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  yon  ««" 
to  the  jndges  the  power  of  making  laws,  7M 
do  by  that  very  act  surrender  to  tliem  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  GovemmenL  If  P" 
permit  them  to  carry  into  effect,  by  their  oft 
judgment,  the  laws  which  they  shall  !»" 
made,  you  transform  the  Republic  into  w 
Oligarchy ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  the  V°*^[r^ 
making  and  int«rpreting  the  laws,  yon  peroi* 
them  to  execute  them,  yon  substitute  despoti9« 
for  republicanism,  and  oppreaaion  and  uCT 
for  freedom. 

But  I  feel  almost  ashamed  to  be  urging  iip<» 
this  body  arguments  of  any  kind,  to  pn"J 
what  ought  to  be  taken  for  granted.  ^1  "^ 
the  Legislatlvo,  the  Jodidiur,  and  the  &>'*' 
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tive  powers,  should  be  kept  sepftrate  and  dis- 
tinct,  luid  should  be  exercised  b;  dietinct  bodies 
of  m&^tracr,  is  on  elemei)tar7  tnith  acknowl- 
edged by  all.    It  is  recognized  in  most  of  the 
State  OoDstitations,  and  declared  to  be  es 
tial  to  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  and,  in 
OonstitntioD  of  the  United  States,  the^ 
aepanUed  with  an  emphatic  cantion.     And  jet 
the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the  judges 
Kenm  to  eicite  no  alarm.    So  far  from  eiclt- 
ing  alarm,  it  is  approved  and  advocated  by 
some  of  the  moat  digtiaguiahad  members  of  this 
body. 

Mr.  Prendent,  there  is  a  portentous  indiffer- 
ence displayed  by  the  States  in  relation  to  the 
-violation  of  the  great  principles  upon  which 
their  ri^ts  depend.  Wben  those  principles 
are  ootroged  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  icgured  State  comoMns,  but  her 
comiJaints  are  not  heard,  or  rather,  not  r^ard- 
ed,  by  the  others;  or,  if  heard,  they  are  re- 
garded as  the  ebnllitlons  of  a  fbverish  im- 
patience, of  a  restless  and  insubordinate  tem- 
per, entitled  rather  to  reprobation  than  sym- 
pathy. Ajid  what  can  the  injured  State  do 
more  than  comphun  ?  8he  cannot  alone  repel 
encroachment  upon  her  rights,  by  the  General 
Government.  The  strength  of  each  State  is  in 
the  nnited  efforts  of  them  all,  or  at  leai>t,  of  a 
nu^ority  of  them.  And  how  can  that  majority 
be  enlisted  in  the  oanse  of  the  iqjured  State) 
Not  by  an  appeal  to  her  violated  principles  of 
State  rights,  nor  by  any  portraiture  of  the 
wrongs  which  have  been  done  her — nor  by  any 
invooation  or  remonstrance  she  can  make :  for 
Kentaoky  boa  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the 
Oongress  on  the  subject  of  the  usurpation  of 
tiie  legialatiTe  power  by  the  Federal  Judges, 

Sir,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  it  is  with 
States  as  with  individuals — they  are  only  to 
be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  by 
their  Buffieringa.  It  is  owing  almost  exclusively 
to  this  cause  that  tyranny  prevails,  or  oppres- 
sion exiata,  or  ever  baa  existed,  in  the  world. 
Tbe  heavy  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  laid  upon 
a  mtgority  of  the  people  at  the  aame  time.  If 
they  were  awakened  by  their  iqjuries  to  a 
sense  of  their  rights,  they  would  annihilate  the 
trraot.  It  is  so  with  the  States — if  a  m^ority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federal  Jodges  defy  their 
laws,  and  dispose  of  the  property  and  the  lib- 
erty of  their  oitiiens,  by  jaws  arbitrarily  made 
by  themselves,  they  would  have  felt  the  out- 
rage keenly,  and  redressed  it  instantly.  But  he 
£Bared  that,  until  the  Judges  should  exert  their 
legislatdre  nowor  in  the  other  States  aa  opprea- 
sively  as  tiLey  had  in  Kentucky,  they  would 
not  awaken  to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  They  would  not  awaken  to 
the  conscionsaeas  that,  in  their  connivance  at 
the  wrongs  inflicted  npm  Kentucky,  they  vir- 
tually surrendered  their  own  rights,  to  the  ex- 
tent, at  least,  of  the  violated  rights  at  which 
they  have  connived.  Bnt  why  talk  of  righte  1 
When  yon  have  surrendered  to  the  judges  the 
power  of  legation,  there  are  no  rights  left. 
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Yon  may,  and  no  doubt  will,  have  a  splendid, 
bnt  yoD  will  no  longer  have  a  free  Govern- 
ment. You  may  have  fine  roads,  and  mogniS- 
cent  canals,  made  for  yon  out  of  your  own 
money,  and  by  this  bright  illusion  your  atten- 
tion may  be  diverted  from  the  insidious  under- 
minings of  your  rights  and  your  liberty  by  the 
Judiciary  Department  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Bnt  nnless  yon  a^ociate  with  a  quench- 
less lova  of  liberty,  and  an  invincible  ardor  to 
maintain  it,  the  most  nntiriog  vigilance,  your 
roads  will  be  travelled,  and  your  canals  navi- 
gated, by  an  oppressed  and  enslaved,  and  not 
by  a  free  people.  Sir,  even  now,  while  Uie 
jndgea  are  legislating  for  tiie  States,  the  General 
Government  has,  tnrongh  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  asserted  its  right  to 
regulate  the  lalwr  of  the  people  of  tbe  States. 
Sir,  the  master  regulat«s  the  lalwr  of  his  ^vea 
— a  free  people  regulate  their  own  labor, 

hfr.  President,  I  could  not  but  remark,  that  In 
the  discussion  of  this  matter,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Ur.  Wbbstbb)  instead  of 
arguina  the  question  relative  to  the  right  of 
the  jua^  to  make  execution  laws — instead  of 
attempting  to  prove,  by  some  principle  in  the 
science  of  politics,  heretofore  undeveloped,  that 
this  power  to  legislate  might  be  judiciously 
and  safely  inferr^  for,  and  confided  to  the 
judges — baa,  throughout,  taken  it  for  granted 
that  they  possess  the  power.  He  is  willing,  to 
be  sore,  to  limit  it — to  restrain  it.  He  is  will- 
ing that  they  shall  not  legislate  aa  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  lands  and  slaves  shall  be  sold, 
under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  But,  sir,  thot 
win  not  satisfy  the  people  of  that  State — it 
ought  not  to  satisfy  toe  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  Kentucky  insist  that 
either  Congreas  shall  furnish  an  execution  code 
for  the  United  States  Courts  within  tbe  States, 
or  that  exeoutiona  emanating  from  those  coarta 
shall  be  carried  into  effect  accordiog  to  the 
execution  laws  of  the  States  respectivdy. 
They  insist  that  the  Congress  and  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  possess  the  only  law-making 
power  which  exists  among  us.  liiey  deny  that 
either  is  so  far  decayed  as  to  grow  and  snstdn 
this  excrescent  power  asserted  for  tlie  judges. 
They  will  have  none  of  it,  and  they  invAe  you 
to  save  them,  by  removing  it,  from  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  resisting  it.  There  is  a 
point  beyond  which  any  thing  would  be  better 
than  forbearance.  Kentucky  has  been  made 
to  drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  humiliation — her 
whole  remedial  system  oos  been,  at  one  time 
or  other,  violated  by  those  judges.  First,  the 
power  of  legislating  over  the  soil  within  her 
territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation  of 
her  occupying  Claimant  Laws.    Next,  her  re- 

E levin  and  vuuation  laws  were  vacated.  And 
tat,  though  not  least  her  citizens  were  im- 
->ri3oned  by  them,  onder  color  of  rules  made 
jy  tbemsuvos.  and  in  oontravention  of  tbe 
laws  of  the  Bt^s.  Her  patience  and  forbear- 
ance has  not  been  exceeded  by  oven  those 
enormities  upon  her  rights.    Her  confidence  in 
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the  General  GoTerament  has  been  the  cause  of 
her  patience.  She  has  looked  to  that  Govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  these  ontrages.  The 
fate  of  this  bill  will  determine  whether  her 
confidence  has  been  well  founded  or  not. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  waa  agreed  to. 

UoBDAT,  Febraarr  26. 
T!i»  late  General  Brwm. 
Ifr.  Hahbibok,  Ohairman  of  the  CommittM 
on  Uilitar?  AfiUrs  of  the  8enBt«,  sud :  I  rise, 
Ur.  President,  to  perform  a  most  painfnl  dntj 
— that  of  annonncing  the  death  of  Ut^or  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Brown,  the  distinguished  command- 
ing general  of  onr  amij.  He  died  yesterday, 
in  this  city,  at  half-paat  twelve  o'clock.  I  am 
kwore,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  theperfonnance  of 
a  duty  of  this  kind,  something  like  on  ealogiom 
upon  the  character  and  actions  of  the  nero 
wDose  loss  we  deplore,  might  be  expected.  At 
all  times  uneqnal  to  such  a  task,  I  am  particn- 
larly  unfitted  for  it  at  this  moment.  Be^dea, 
what  could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  not 
already  known  t  His  best  enlogiom  wonld  be 
found  in  a  recital  of  his  brilliant  schievements, 
and  with  these  every  Senator  present  is  fami- 
liar. We  all  recollect,  sir,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  onr  att«ntion  was  turned  towards  the 
Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war,  when  it  was 
announced  that  an  officer  of  acknowledged 
bravery  indeed,  but  withoat  military  education, 
and  with  limited  military  eiperienoe,  had  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  army.  We  must  also 
recollect  with  what  Joy  and  gratitude  to  Heav- 
en, we  heard  of  his  first  brilliant  exploit,  rapid- 
ly followed  by  a  second,  and  with  what  penect 
oonfidenoa  we  then  relied,  that  the  final  result 
would  be  such  as  it  was—emiuently  glorious 
to  himself,  his  army,  and  his  oonntry.  Sir, 
taid  Mr.  H.,  I  will  turn  from  this  scene  to  one 
of  a  different  character,  but  not  less  interesting, 
and  eminently  calculated  to  show  the  mling 
pBsdon  of  his  soul,  at  a  moment  when  there 
onn  be  no  deception,  no  affectation  of  that 
which  is  not  real.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of 
General  Brown  to  be  sorronnded  on  bis  death 
bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who  was  en- 
titled to  all  his  tenderness;  and  children  who 
jnetly  merited  his  affecljon.  In  such  a  scene, 
on  each  on  occa^on,  it  may  well  be  sapposed 
tliat  bis  mind  would  be  turned  with  intense 
anxiety  upon  the  future  fate  of  objects  so  jDstly 
dear  to  him ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  He  know 
that  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  would 
Boon  be  cold;  the  hand  from  which  alone  they 
received  their  daily  support,  would,  in  a  few 
short  hours,  be  lifeless,  and  no  lon^r  able  to 
snnply  it.  But,  after  having  committed  these 
beloved  objects  of  his  affection  to  that  Almighty 
Power  which  had  hitherto  protected  them,  his 
thonghta  incessantly  tnmea  to  his  country — 
to  that  country  which  he  .had  so  faithfully 
and  snccesaftiUy  served,  for  whreh  he  had  bled, 
and  for  which,  as  he  believed,  he  had  given 
Us  lU^    He  epoko  with  r^tnres  of  her  hqipl- 


nesa,  of  her  exalt«d  rank  among  the  natfcosrf 
the  earth,  and  her  glorious  destinies ;  ind  d- 
most  bis  last  sigh  was  breathed  for  her  cut- 
tinned  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  said  Hr.  E.,  ra 
the  man,  in  life  and  in  death,  for  whose  mem- 
ory I  aak  the  tribute  of  req>ect  oontuned  it 
the  resolutions  which  I  now  submit : 

"  Euelvtd,  That  the  Senate  hare  learned,  with 
deep  refrret,  the  death  of  Hajor  Geaeial  Juob 
Brown,  the  late  Conunanding  General  of  tbe  Annj, 
and  the  diitinguished  leader  m  the  gkrioni  Uula 
of  Cbippowa,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  in  the  late  nr. 

"Setolnd,  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  tliadl- 
ceased  General,  the  members  of  the  Senata  will  weu 
the  aocuneined  badge  of  moaming  on  the  left  ua 
for  one  mouth. 

"  £e»J«ii^  That,  ifthe  House  of  BepraeDtalira 
concur,  the  Senate  will.  In  eoi^unctioD  Tith  the 
House  of  BepreeentativeB,  attend  tbe  fnoenl  of 
Major  General  Brown,  on  Wednesday  next,  it 
tirelie  o'clock." 

Mr.  Smth,  of  Uarylsnd,  opp<»ed  the  fint 
part  of  the  resolation.  He  thonght  it  would 
establish  a  bad  precedent,  to  go  into  moonuuf 
for  any  individuol  other  than  a  member. 

Mr.  Chandlsb  expressed  his  high  opinion  d 
the  great  merit  and  services  of  Genera!  Brows. 
He  thought,  however,  that  when  a  mililMT 
man  died,  it  was  an  appropriate  ceremony  to 
bury  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  He  thonght 
witii  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  it  wu 
a  new  thing  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  mown- 
ing  on  the  occasion.  Ue  believed  rod  i 
method  of  expressing  regret  for  a  military  mm, 
was  not  ooimtenuiced  by  tbe  legislative  bodia 
of  any  country.  He  should,  therefore,  be 
forced  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  reeoluiioD. 

Mr.  NoBLB  swd,  that  if  be  voted  egeioA  tl« 
reaolntion,  he  wished  tbe  reason  to  be  jnAa- 
stood.  He  was  averse  to  the  precedent  widu 
would  be  established  by  resolving  to  weir 
monming  for  a  military  man.  The  cms  rf 
General  Washington  was  no  parallel  with  "* 

Ereeent.  He  was  the  saviour  of  his  countrT— 
e  had  been  at  the  head  of  its  Executivfr-i^B^ 
lived  in  peac«,  as  in  war,  the  first,  most  virtu- 
ous man  of  the  age.  At  his  death  the  whcdi 
country  was  plunged  In  monming ;  and  it  «M 
consistent  that  the  Legislative  bodies  dKoU 
wear  the  badge.  Be  was  averse  to  voting 
against  tJiis  resolution,  because  he  regretted 
the  death  of  Gen.  Brown,  and  symptthim 
with  the  feelmga  of  his  family.  Be  tfi^ 
that  the  portion  of  the  resolntion  which  a»- 
Clares  that  the  Senate  wUl  go  into  moariUii& 
might  be  withdrawn ;  as  he  thought  a  boMp 
of  this  kind  to  a  military  man,  would  asamiws 
us  too  mucb  to  a  despotic  Government  I" 
every  other  case,  the  memliers  of  each  *8pi'^ 
profession  bestowed  these  honors  on  thai  «" 
ceased  companions.  I'he  members  of  the  bff 
wore  mourning  for  one  of  their  frateruity ;  •« 
Leglalative  bodies  did  tbe  same.  TheanDy,H 
believed,  went  on  the  same  principle;  i» 
there  it  onght  to  stop.  He  did  not  ^AW 
encoarsgQ  any  practice  whkh  alunld  tab»* 
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■h^w  of  idolatiT',  for  Mrrioea,  howerer  great. ' 
He  wtu  sorry  that  he  felt  coDBtrained  to  male 
these  remarks.  He  honored  General  Brown  in 
everj  station ;  he  lamented  his  death ;  and  in 
every  coasiBleDt  manner  he  tras  ready  to  teed- 
fy  hifl  reipeet  for  his  character,  and  hit  mem- 
ory. Nothing  was  farther  from  him,  than  to 
treat  with  disrespect  the  fedings  of  the  fiunily 
of  the  deceased,  with  whom  he  nnoerely  aym- 
pathized. 

Ur.  Beli.  moved  to  strike  ont  bo  moeh  of  the 
reaolnUon,  as  related  to  the  Senate  wearing 
monming. 

Ifr.  Habbisom  acceded  to  raoh  a  modiflca- 
UoD,  and  the  resolutions  having  been  so  amend- 
ed, were  agreed  to. 

A  Joint  resolution  of  the  other  Hoom,  for 
the  E^mointmeot  of  a  committee  of  three  from 
each  UoQse,  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  of  the  1^«  Gleneral  Brown,  was  reo^ved 
and  concarred  in. 


PamAT,  February  29. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Harbison' had  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs,  Brown, 
widow  of  the  lato  Uqj.  Gen.  Brown;  which 
was  road  twice,  by  nnanimons  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Ctfflet  ^ifojor  Gmerat. 

The  resolntion  aobmitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
0BA1IDI.KB,  to  abolish  the  office  of  M^or  Gen- 
eral in  the  army  of  the  United  Stated,  was  con- 
sidered. 

Mr,  Ohuisub  lald  that  he  folly  believed 
the  office  of  ni^or  general  was  not  necessary 
in  the  present  state  of  oar  army.  This  was 
no  new  opinion,  bnt  had  long  been  entertained 
by  him.  In  the  year  1821,  a  bill  was  broogbt 
into  the  other  Honse  to  fix  the  military  peace 
establishment ;  and  a  vole  of  the  Home  was 
taken  on  the  question  of  retaining  one  briga- 
dier general,  and  decided  in  favor  of  it  by  a 
large  m^ori^.  Bnt  the  fiiends  of  General 
Brown  moved  an  unendment  to  the  bill,  and 
had  SDfficient  inflnenoe  to  snoceed,  and  there- 
by ensore  his  retention  in  the  servioe.  Mr. 
O.  said  he  was  not  easily  indoced  to  second 
the  views  of  the  friends  of  General  Brown; 
bat  he  did  eventnatly  vote  for  the  amendment 
providing  for  one  major  general  and  two  briga- 
dier generals.  He  had  after  regretted  the  vote 
he  then  gave,  and  had  determined,  on  the  first 
occasion  that  might  ofi'er,  by  the  vacancy  of 
the  office,  to  move  to  abolish  the  office  of 
m^or  general,  convinced,  as  he  was,  diat  a 
fe^ng  of  gratitode  to  General  Brown,  and  not 
tlie  sober  judgment  of  Gongrau,  had  retained 
him  in  the  office.  One  brigadier  general  was, 
he  thought,  sufficient  for  the  present  condition 
of  the  wonts  of  onr  army.  There  would  be 
two  bri^dier  generals  left,  after  the  aholicion 
of  the  office  of  m^or  generd,  and  they  would 
be  able  to  do  all  the  duties  wMch  oould  be  re- 


quired or  needed  from  a  major  general  in  a 
tune  of  profound  peace.  The  measure  would 
also  be  a  saving  to  the  country  of  a  consider- 
able annnal  snm. 

Mr.  Habbisott  observed  that,  nntil  this 
morning,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  tenor 
of  the  resolntion  offered  yesterday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine.  He  had  supposed  that  it 
was  in  the  general  form  of  resolutions  for  an 
inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it  to  iM 
an  imperative  direction  for  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  mqjor  general.  The  ordinary  course 
was,  to  refer  all  such  matters  to  a  committer 
which  wonld  investigate  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  carrying  into  effect  the  measure 
proposed,  and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the 
Senate  of  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  the 
subject,  and*  probable  effects  of  its  adoption. 
In  its  present  aspect,  the  resolution  met  with 
his  decided  disapprobation.  It  was  well  known 
tiiat,  besides  the  m^or  general,  for  whose 
deaUi  »o  much  r^ret  was  now  felt,  there  were 
three  major  generals  by  brevet.  If  the  obiect 
of  the  resolntion  went  no  further  than  to  renise 
to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  tiie  death  of  GeQ' 
eral  Brown,  it  would,  in  fact,  not  make  the 
change  anticipated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  Each  officer  wonld  take  his  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments,  as  pointed  ont  by  the  present 
regnlatioDS.  If  economy  was,  therefore,  the 
object,  the  resolution  would  not  compass  the 
pnrnoso  for  which  it  was  offered. 

Mr.  OiiAin)LBB  said  that  his  otgect  was  to 
abolish  tlie  office  altogether.  He  would,  how- 
ever, go  farther,  and  endeavor,  by  some  ad- 
ditional provisions,  to  avoid  the  efi^cta  predict- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  s^d  he  understood 
the  object  of  the  resolution  to  be  to  abolish 
whatever  related  to  the  office  of  m^or  generaL 
He  dissented  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  aa 
to  the  operation  of  the  measure.  Every  officer, 
in  case  it  should  go  into  effect,  would  remain 
in  the  present  rank,  until  promoted  by  the  due 
course,  which  wsis  the  nomination  of  thePrem- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  of 
the  Benate.  Without  this  process,  the  vacanov 
made  by  the  death  of  General  Brown  would 
remain  without  an  incumbent.  Kor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  regular  routine  of 
promotions  a  matter  of  course.  The  President 
might  nominate  some  oitixen  to  fill  the  office,  as 
in  the  case  of  General  Brown,  and  of  General 
Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  people. 
The  President  was  not  bound  to  promote  the 
brigadier  generals.  He  did  not  thmk  the  rank 
of  m^or  general  necessarr,  and  he  know  well 
the  reason  for  retaining  in  the  service  the 
brigadier  generals  after  the  war.  They  hod 
done  great  service  during  the  war,  and  the 
country  felt  too  mnch  gratitnde  for  those  ser- 
vices to  allow  them  to  be  turned  off.  It  was 
not  that  they  were  needed  to  command  onr 
little  army  of  B.CKW  men.  There  seemed  to 
him  no  difficulty  in  the  question.  The  offico 
was  not  required  by  the  existing  state  of  things  I 
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and  he  sltould,  therefore,  Tote  for  the  resoln- 
tton  of  the  gentlGmaa  from  Uaine. 

Ur.  Hatnb  observed,  that  it  was  the  Dsage 
to  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  men  most 
oonverMDt  with  military  affure,  to  vhom  all 
qncstioDS  on  the  subject  were  referred,  as  it 
seemed,  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  gentlemen 
from  Ualne  and  Ohio,  who  now  mffered  so 
widely  on  the  subject,  were  member:),  and  it 
Wfta  certainly  expedient  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  their  investlgatioD.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  waa,  he  apprehended, 
a  departure  from  the  rales  of  the  Senate ;  and 
be  thonght  would  produce  tnnch  embornus- 
ment,  if  persisted  in.  There  were  many  con- 
siderationB  which  wonld  most  appropriately 
occapy  tlie  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
which  ought  to  be  eiamined  befoft  the  Senate 
passed  upon  the  resolution.  They  must  in- 
qnire  what  the  effect  of  the  aboliUtin  of  the 
office  of  major  general  would  be  upon  the 
brevet  generols,  and  upon  the  army,  and  its 
discipline.  Upon  these,  and  many  other  ques- 
tions which  nBtnrally  presented  themselves, 
and  which  could  not  be  settled  in  a  partial  or 
bnrried  invest  igation,  he  wished  the  committee 
mipht  deliberate  and  report.  He  found  an 
additional  reason  tat  wiping  the  reference 
tttara  the  diver«ty  of  opinion  that  had  been 
shown  by  t^e  two  gentlemen  of  the  military 
committee.  They  are  totally  at  variance  in 
their  opinions  of  the  operation  of  the  measure, 
and  others,  who  are  not  so  well  versed  in  mili' 
tary  affairs,  may  well,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, ask  for  informittion.  Let  ns,  therefore, 
send  the  resolntion  to  the  military  committee, 
that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  each  other,  in- 
Testigate  Uie  whole  subject,  compare  Uieir 
Tiews,  and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
abotisli  brevet  Tank  altogether,  or  whether  the 
oouDtry  will  be  served  by  abolishing  the  office 
of  major  genera].  When  this  is  done,  the 
Senate  will  bo  prepared  to  act  nnderstandingly 
on  the  snbject.  with  these  views,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  referring  the  resolution  to  the  military 
committee. 

Mr.  Mlcoh  said  ho  thought  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken.  Re  be- 
lieved the  rale  was  to  settle  the  principle  of 
any  qnestion  first  in  the  Senate,  and  then  to 
Bend  It  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  det^s.  He 
alluded  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former 
l^slation.  As  to  the  prefect  itself.  It  met 
with  his  approbation.  He  believed,  ff  a  nation 
went  to  war,  it  was  bad  to  have  too  many  high 
officers.  They  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  of  the  mmy. 
By  whom,  said  Mr.  M.,  were  your  great  ex- 
ploits performed  during  the  last  war? — I  don't 
mean  to  say  any  thing  against  the  old  men — 
they  were  performed  by  men  in  the  vigor  of 
life,  and  ftall  of  ambition.  And  if  yon  have 
another  war,  it  will  be  so  again.  There  was 
always  about  an  eqnal  share  of  military  talent 
in  every  army.  Times  of  peoce  did  not  call 
cot  that  kind  of  talent.    'Woen  war  came,  the 


kind  of  character  yon  want  will  come  out,  mr 
was  it  necessary  to  be  seeking  it  out  wbtait 
was  not  wanted.  In  time  of  need,  mihUr; 
genius  will  always  show  itself  withont  its  btiog 
necessary  to  search  after  it.  He  was  in  brot 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  migor  general,  ind 
thought  it  not  necessary  that  it  ahould  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hatke  rose  to  move  an  amendment  ti 
the  resolution ,  bat 

.  Mr.  Bebsuk  moved  a  substitute  to  the  reso- 
lution, making  its  object  matter  of  the  in(|miy 
of  the  military  committee,  to  report  npou  it  t? 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ur.  BwTB,  of  8.  C,  hoped  the  ameudmrat  | 
wonld  not  prevail,  because  the  discussion  d 
the  question  could  as  well  take  place  now  »  ' 
hereafter.  The  anlyect  bad,  in  former  timet, 
been  thoroughly  debated.  After  the  wsr,  tb£ 
subject  of  a  peace  establishment  engaged  the 
attention  of  Congre^  The  number  of  men  la 
be  retained  was  fixed  by  different  peisoni 
variously,  from  10,000  to  20,000 ;  the  fonncr 
number  was  fixed  upon.  Afterwards,  in  IK), 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  further  re- 
daction proposed,  and  the  army  was  brou^t 
down  to  6,000,  and  certain  officers  were  to  p 
off  the  list.  It  was  then  argued  that  the  oS- 
cers  could  not  be  dispensed  with ;  that  their 
□umbers  could  not  be  reduced  without  destraT' 
ing  the  army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  -xXuA 
they  asMSted  to  keep  up.  Next  year,  hoirtvw, 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  Message,  stated  that  the 
offers  of  the  army  went  on  well,  and  ihst  its 
present  organization  was  as  it  should  be.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  office  of  major  g«n«il 
wonld  not  have  been  retained  but  for  the  merit 
of  the  incumbent.  He  hnd  fought  several  bat 
ties;  displayed  great  skill  and  courage;  and 
was  unwilling  to  leave  the  service.  To  retain 
him,  therefore,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  service^ 
he  was  made  m^or  general.  General  Jackfoa, 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  was  appointed  GoT- 
emor  of  Florida.  That  the  office  was  oftiesa, 
he  never  had  a  doubt.  In  the  days  of  Jefferson 
there  was  but  one  brigadier  general  retsioed 
upon  the  peace  establishment.  Nor  was  then 
any  greater  necessity  for  a  mfgor  general  no* 
than  then.  The  army  was  at  present  billeted 
about  in  parties  of  twenty  men  in  a  ploee— tb« 
whole  consisting  of  but  8,000— yet,  with  iH 
the  dvcipline,  and  out  of  this  'small  noniber, 
by  the  documents,  it  appeared  that  from  1,500 
to  2,000  deserted  every  yeor.  He  recolltdM 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Ge^ 
ersl  Brown,  as  miyor  general,  it  was  ar^« 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  commanding 
officers  at  the  seat  of  Government,  that  ItiT 
might  despatch  the  orders  frnm  the  Depart- 
meot,  and  he  directlv  in  contact  with  the  W- 
emment.  But  ho  knew  not  one  sdviuitap 
that  had  arisen  out  of  it.  Tour  army,  «« 
Mr.  8.,  is  overstocked,  and  there  are  BOV,a 
this  mere  shadow  of  an  army,  officers  enoog" 
for  one  of  60,000  men.  All  the  facts  »«• 
DOW  before  the  Senate.    Eretj  member  vw 
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more  or  less  aojiu^nted  with  them.  He, 
therefore,  thoi^^t  it  bettertolet  thegentlt™""- 
of  th«  committee  express  their  views  '. 
Or,  if  thej  are  taken  off  their  guard  bj  anj 
mdden  Brgnmant.  let  them  Bsk  for  delay.  He 
ivould  favor  sack  a  request.  He  wished  to 
hear  the  views  of  gentlemen  coDrenant  with 
the  sabject,  and  hoped  thej  would  exj 
them  before  the  Senata. 

Ur.  BiSTOK  was  of  opinion  that  the  deoidon 
of  the  Senate,  on  this  resolution,  would  not  be 
assisted  hy  the  investigstion  of  a  committee. 
He  believed  its  discussion  in  the  Senate  would 
be  equally  productive  of  ft  satisfactory  result, 
JfcA  thinking,  however,  that  the  subject  could 
b«  decided  in  a  moment,  he  thought  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  gentlemui  from  Hftine  had  better 
bo  laid  over  tintil  another  dav.  With  this  viev 
he  moved  to  laj  it  on  the  table  nntil  Monday , 
bat  observed  that  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion,  if  any  gentleman  deaired  to  express 
hirosel£ 

Ur.  Tuxwxix  remarked,  that  be  did  not  nn 
derstand  the  reason  for  wishing  for  a  prooipi 
tat«  decision.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  aid 
not  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missonri  to  laj  the  resolution  on  the  table  tmtil 
oil  the  members  should  have  become  informed 
upon  the  subject.     Bnt  it  is  aaid  that  it  is 

f roper  to  refer  the  subiect  to  a  committee, 
his  is  a  statement  to  whicli  a  doubt  may  bo 
started.  In  different  bodies  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding are  different.  Hod  this  resolation 
been  introduced  in  such  a  body  as  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  would  have  been  committed 
— to  what?— To  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
becanse,  as  it  affects  the  whole  conntry,  every 
member  onght  to  have  on  opportunity  to  hear 
the  arguments  pro  and  eon,  and  to  offer  his 
opinion  npon  it.  Bnt  in  this  body,  said  Mr.  T., 
it  is  the  same  thing  to  submit  a  subject  to  the 
whole  Senate,  as  in  the  House  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  was  the  reason 
why  he  thought  the  resolution  should  bo  laid 
on  the  table  until  every  member  was  satisfied 
with  the  opinion  he  should  have  formed  npon 
it.  There  were  subjects  of  great  importance, 
which  Plight  not  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  they  depend  upon  facts 
not  accessible  to  all  the  members,  and  which 
could  be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  Standing 
Committee,  or  of  wltich  the  members  might  be 
in  possession.  But  was  this  such  a  subject  t 
The  questions  he  would  ask  were :  Does  this 
sabject  interest  the  whole  country  f—and  is  it 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to 
obtain  tiie  facts?  Now  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
thiak  we  oan  get  aa  mnch  information  in  the 
Benate  as  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  Besides,  the  opinion  yon  get  from  the 
committco  is  bat  the  opinion  of  a  m^ority  of 
ila  members.  You  do  not  hear  the  opEuions  of 
the  minority,  while,  if  it  was  discussed  in  the 
Seoste,  yon  get  the  opinions  of  all.  Therefore, 
this  being  a  snblect  which  interests  the  whole 
tlnicm,  and  wbicL  in  the  other  House,  Vonld  be 
TduIX^-U 


referredtoaCommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  the 
sui^ect  nnder  consideration  can  as  well  be  un- 
derstood without  a  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee OS  with,  he  was  in  &vor  of  laying  it  on 
the  table. 

The  qneation  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Huunxs,  and  decided  in  th» 
affirmative. 

KosDAT,  March  8, 
On  the  Puhlie  Debt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnrtOH,  the  Benate  [»«• 
eeeded  to  the  oonsideration  of  the  follovring 
resolotion,  submitted  by  him  on  the  26th  ult. : 

"  RaoliMd,  That  the  Commtttee  on  Finance  bs 
lastrucMd  to  Inquire  wbether  any  error  has  occurred 
in  the  constroetlon  of  the  fonrtb  section  of  the  set, 
enUtled  ' Amael lo proriAfyr  IhtTtdtntplieinif  tit 
mMie  deU,'  psaied  the  thitd  day  of  Hsrob,  1B11, 
in  >«ferenoa  to  tlte  amount  of  so^na  rerenua  to  bt 
retaloed  in  the  Treasury ;  and  if  so,  to  report  aa 
BUendment  for  restoring  the  sectltm  to  iu  iraa  in* 
tent  and  meaning. 

"Also,  Tbst  the  same  committee  be  Instnieted  t« 
Inquire  iototba  expediency  ofsoslteriog  and  amend- 
ing  the  ssme  section  (if  no  error  be  iound  in  the 
constmctiOQ  thereoQ  as  to  reduce  the  smoant  of 
BurploB  revenue  required  by  that  secdon  to  remdn 
in  the  Treasury,  from  two  millioas  of  doUsrs,  to  one 
million  or  less. 

"Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  Instructed 
to  Inquire  into  (be  expediency  of  so  allcring  and 
amending  the  fifth  section  of  the  same  act,  as  to 
invest  the  Commisuouers  of  the  Sinking  Fund  with 
a  dtKntiimary,  Instead  of  a  limittd  aulhortty,  in 
making  purchana  of  the  pubUc  debt,  at  ill  miititt 
pria,  whenever,  In  their  judgment,  such  purohuea 
GUI  be  made  benefldally  for  the  interests  of  tha 
United  States,  and  when  the  state  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  existing  engagements  will  permit  them  to 
do  to. 

"  Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  Instructed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  within  what 
time  the  present  debt  of  the  United  States  may 
probably  be  paid  off;  and  upon  what  articles,  and 
to  what  amount,  the  present  duties  may  lAcn  b«  re- 
duced or  abolished,  conslfteDtly  with  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union." 

Mr.  Bestok  Rud  that  the  first  branch  of  tha 
resolution  went  upon  the  Bn|q>odtion  that 
there  was  an  etror  in  the  construction  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817,  and  that  he  might 
avoid  all  occawon  for  misappreheuHion,  here  or 
elsewhere,  he  would  say  at  once,  that  this 
error,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  of  older  dote 
than  the  existence  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  inquiry  that  ha 
proposed  to  iostituta,  whatever  miglit  bo  its 
— .alt,  was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing 

the  conduct  of  gentlemen  now  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  He  believed,  himself,  that  the  error 
existed,  that  it  was  injurioos  to  the  piiblio  ser- 
vice, and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  legislativa 
department  of  the  Government  to  correct  it. 
The  fourth  section  of  that  act  directed,  that, 
whenever,   "tn  any  year,"  there  should  b^ 
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"at  the  rite  of  Congreu,'"  a  sarplos  in  the 
Troaanry  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars, 
mbova  the  appropriaUon  for  the  service  of 
"  taeh  yoir,"  that  oil  the  excess  above  that  sum 
•hould  be  forthwith  paid  to  the  CommiseioneiB 
of  the  Sinking  Foaa,  to  be  bj  them  iromedi- 
atelj  applied  to  tbe  parchase  or  redomption  of 
the  public  debt.  Tlie  words  of  this  section, 
•aid  iTr.  B.,  are  na  clear  and  positivs  as  words 
can  be,  in  limiUng  the  amount  to  be  left  in  the 
Treaaiii7,  to  two  miUiona  of  dollars,  over  and 
tbove  the  appropriations  for  the  year ;  bnt  the 
oonstraction  which  has  been  put  upon  them,  as 
we  see  from  the  annual  Treasury  Beporta, 
makes  these  two  millious  to  be  exclusive  of  the 
unapplied  balance  of  the  previous  year's  ap- 
propriations. These  nnapplied  balances  nsualJj 
amount,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  upwards  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  and  are  usually  re- 
duced, in  the  conrse  of  tlie  first  anarter  of  the 
ensuing  year,  to  less  than  two  millions ;  so  that 
a  reservation  of  two  millions,  at  the  rise  of 
Congress,  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  them. 
The  difference  of  the  two  aanstrnctions  is,  that, 
by  my  construction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of 
two  millions  in  the  Treasnry  before  any  thing 
can  go  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  by  the  Treasury 
construction,  there  must  be  a  surplus  of  about 
four  millions  firet.*  This  construction  is  clearly 
at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  still 
more  with  its  plun  intent  and  obvious  mean- 
ing, Ita  intent  was  to  hasten  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt,  and  for  that  purpose  to  pre- 
vent a  sbgle  idle  dollar  from  lying  in  the 
Treasury;  but  this  constmction  leaves  two  mil- 
lions idle  in  the  Treasnry,  or  rather  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  idle  to  ns,  though 
it  may  be  productive  to  that  institution,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  paying  its 
interest,  equal  to  $120,000  per  ■nnnm^  to  the 
public  creditors. 

Mr.  B.  entered  considerably  into  detail,  for 
the  parpose  of  showioK  the  nature  and  amount 
of  these  unexpended  balances.  He  said  they 
existed  in  aU  GDvernmenta,  and  must  necessa- 
rily exist  to  a  greater  or  less  amount,  according 
to  the  magnitude  of  their  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures. To  illustrate  this,  he  would  suppose 
that  the  present  year  was  the  first  of  the  exist- 
ence of  tjiis  Government,  and  that  the  appro- 
priation for  its  sen'ice  was  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Now,  it  would  follow,  of  necessity,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  this  ten  millions  could 
not  be  paid  out  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Distance  alone  would  prevent  some  demands 
from  getting  in ;  casualties  and  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regular  arrival  of  others ;   defec- 
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ce  iKeo  Tailed  to  six  mlllLoiu^ 
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Men  In  eTpiy  ■nonBl  troMory  report  on  tbe  itiiM  of  the  Bmui- 
«■•,  a  Inr^  proportlan  of  the  ■i>propriatloD^  lomeMnua 
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tive  vouchers,  or  press  of  busiiKSB  in  the  (^ 
fices,  would  prevent  some  fhim  bemg  odjoHcd, 
for  weeks,  or  months,  after  they  came  u;  is 
some  Instances  the  service  could  not  he  ren-  { 
dered,  the  work  could  not  be  done,  the  con- 
tract could  not  be  performed,  for  whidi  tba 
money  was  to  be  paid,  nntil  after  tlie  lipse  d 
the  year ;  and  in  many  cases,  the  anutntit  ip- 
propriated,  would  be  more  than  enough,  kA 
would  leave  a  balance  that  would  not  be  ctM 
for  at  alL  From  all  these  causes,  it  would  ea- 
tainly  haijpen,  that  a  conuderable  portiai  d 
the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  service  of  Ibe 
year,  would  remun  oneipended  atitiend;  ul 
BO  on,  year  after  year,  as  long  as  the  Gortm- 
meut  existed.  The  history  of  our  own  Go'' 
emmeut  shows  that  these  balances  amount  to 
upwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  and  Ikj 
are  always  con^derably  reduced  in  the  first 
(quarter  of  the  ensuing  year,  so  that  two  nul- 
lions  at  the  rise  of  any  session  of  Gongnsi,i> 
an  amnle  allowance  to  meet  them.  It  v* 
upon  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  that  Xr. 
Lowndes,  the  able  and  accomplished  author  rf 
the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  ISIT,  fixed  npoD  (n 
millions  for  that  purpose ;  but  even  thts  I  iicU 
to  be  on  unnecessary  provision ;  for  the  auiiul 
appropriation  of  another  ten  millions  befwa 
the  rise  of  Congress,  for  the  new  jvai't  (tf- 
viccL  would  leave  another  unexpended  btluM 
of  tnree  millions  to  meet  that  of  the  preeedit; 
year ;  and  so  on,  as  long  as  the  Govenucesl 
lasted;  at  the  end  of  which,  and  not  belinc, 
would  the  two  millions  be  wonted  to  pa;  i' 
the  oQtstanding  clums. 

Mr,  5.  said,  that  the  manner  of  staling  the 
public  accounts  at  the  British  Treasury,  ghoired 
the  nature  and  amount  of  these  balances  wn 
plainly  than  they  are  seen  in  our  annual  Tm»- 
ury  Reports,  The  English  used  three  colimm 
we  bnt  two.  In  the  Britisb  account,  the  fint 
column  showed  the  object  of  the  appropiiitioni 
the  second  showed  the  amount  appTopritid; 
the  third,  the  amount  paid  out.  In  ours,  Tt 
only  see  the  otijeet  of  the  appropriati<»i,  m^ 
the  amount  paid  owt.  The  difference  is,  Um 
in  the  British  account,  you  see  the  hilonca  in 
detail,  upon  each  separate  Item ;  in  ours,  jcc 
only  see  it  in  gross,  and  that  somewhere  ds^ 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

With  respect  to  ttieso  balances,  Mr.  B.  »»i 
they  amounted  to  a  large  sum,  constituting  i 
standing  deposit  in  the  bank  which  bad  ttw 
keeping  of  the  public  money,  and  certain^ 
yielded  a  handsome  profit  to  that  institutkn. 
In  England,  whilo  the  principal  disbur^ug  <(' 
ficers  were  their  own  treasurers,  the  profile 
the  keeping  of  these  balances,  was  a  pec^uiatt 
of  the  office,  and  quickly  made  the  fortuoe  of 
the  incumbent  llie  elder  Mr.  Ktt^  when  he 
was  Paymaster  of  the  forces,  about  the  j«sf 
1740,  was  the  first  who  refiised  to  appropriitt 
the  profits  of  these  balances  to  his  own  emoh' 
ment,  and  accounted  for  them  to  the  Goven- 
ment.  The  average  balance  in  the  Payniistert 
hands,  was  then  about  100,000  ponuds  atetliift 
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and  interest  ftbont  fonr  per  cent. ;  w  that  Mr. 
Pitt  save  ap  about  4,000  pound:]  per  uinuni, 
vhicn  any  banker  would  have  given  him  for 
tJie  depoMt  and  use  of  bis  balances.  In  later 
times,  when  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  so  much  increased  as  to  swell 
this  baltuice  to  a  million  sterling,  Ur.  Burlce, 
bebg  Pajmaster  of  the  forces,  followed  the 
example  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  accounted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  tbirt7  thousand  iMunds  per 
annum,  which  it  commanded  from  the  bankers. 
At  present,  the  Bank  of  England  keeps  the 
Qoverament  monej,  and  the  aggregate  balances 
amounted  some  yeara,  to  eleven  miltions,  eqnal 
to  double  the  amount  of  our  whole  revenue. 
Whether  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
amount,  he  knew  not,  bnt  he  did  know  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  paid  nothing  for  the 
use  of  the  public  money  in  its  hands;  he  be- 
lieved there  was  often  five  or  sis  millions  on 
hand,  from  the  coUection  of  the  pnblio  reve- 
nue ;  and  he  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  saf , 
wliether  it  was  right  or  excusable,  to  augment' 
that  great  and  gratuitous  deposit,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  more,  by  acqaieacing  in  on 
erroneons  construotion  <rf  one  of  our  own 
fltntotes? 

Ur,  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  which  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  re- 
peal entirely,  the  reservation  of  two  millions 
of  dollars,  if  the  construction  ho  contended  for 
was  not  adopted.  If  his  construction  was 
adopted,  and  the  Act  of  1817  amended  accord- 
ingly, then  the  reservation  might  remain  to  pay 
ao  much  of  the  outstanding  chums  of  the  pre- 
vious ye«r,  as  remained  unpaid  at  the  end  of 
each  session  of  Congress.  But,  if  that  con- 
fltrnction  should  not  he  adopted,  and  the  Treas- 
ury practice  should  continue,  of  reserving  this 
two  millions,  in  addition  to  the  nneipended 
balance  on  hand,  then  the  question  would  pre- 
sent itself,  how  for  it  wos  proper  or  Justifiable 
to  leave  this  two  millions  as  a  permanent  and 
gratuitous  deposit  in  the  Fedenil  Bank!  He 
conceived  it  would  be  neither  proper  nor  justi- 
fiablo  to  make  such  an  unprofitable  disposition 
of  BO  large  a  sum  of  the  public  monejr.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  i^  nor  any  possible  way 
t^  using  it  for  the  public  good.  The  common 
notion,  that  this  rescrvatJon  was  a  contingent 
provision  for  unforeseen  demands,  was  nn- 
fonndod  and  fallacious.  No  such  demand  had 
ever  occurred  since  tlie  foundation  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  none  such  could  be  pud,  if  they 
did  occnr;  for  not  a  cent  of  this  money  could 
be  osed,  until  Congress  should  meet,  and  pass 
an  oppropriation  law  to  draw  it  from  the  Treas- 
ury. No  such  reservation  existed  before  1817, 
and  no  part  of  it  hod  been  used  since ;  and 
these  &ct9  should  be  sufficient  to  show  the  cor- 
rcctnces  of  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
tend. Bat,  if  that  construction  is  not  adopted, 
the  same  facts  will  show  the  propriety  of 
repealing  the  reservation  in  tote.  The  repeal 
would  let  two  millions  more  go  onnnolly  to  the 
Slaking  Fund  than  would  o^kerwise  go  to  it, 


and  would  save  $120,000  of  mnaal  interest,  « 
sum  of  sufficient  magnitnde  to  claim  the  atten- 
tioQ  of  all  the  friends  of  economy. 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  proposes 
to  enlarge  the  authority  given  to  the  Oommis- 
^oners  by  the  Sth  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Act,  so  as  to  vest  them  with  a  discretionary, 
instead  of  a  limited  authority,  in  making  pur- 
chases of  the  pnblio  debt  at  Its  market  prioa. 
As  the  seoticHi  now  stands,  the  antliority  now 


ed  from  purchasing  the  three  per  cenL  atoclu 
until  they  fall  to  sixty-five  dollars  for  a  hun- 
dred, and  the  six  per  oeots  until  they  are  at 


sreated  since  the  passage  of  the  act,  and 
it  included  in  iL    The  uiree  per  cenl«  ore 


been  created  since  the  j: 
are  not  m 

now  at  8A,  and  will  not  fall  lower  except  upon 
the  prospect  of  being  paid,  (for  the  value  of 
stocks  is  now  in  proportion  to  their  duration ;) 
the  ux  per  centa  will  never  be  at  par ;  and  the 
four  ana  a  half  and  five  per  cents  are,  some  of 
them,  irredeemable  for  seven  or  eight  years  to 
come.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  oert^n  that  the 
means  of  tlie  Treasury  will  be  competent  to 
the  extinction  of  several  millions  of  debt  more 
than  is  redeemable,  and,  unless  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  onthority  to 
purchase  at  the  market  price,  this  large  accu- 
mulation of  money  must  either  lie  in  the  Fed- 
eral Bank,  as  a  gratuitous  deposit,  or  be  lav- 
ished upon  ohjeda  wliich  might  not  be  thought 
of  except  for  this  tempting  pile  of  money. 
The  question,  then,  for  Cougross  now  to  de- 
cide, IS,  whether  this  accumulation  of  money 
shall  go  to  the  bonk  for  nothing,  or  be  lavished 
upon  unknown  and  unknowable  objects,  or  b« 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  pnblio  debt  in 
the  only  praxtticable  mode,  that  of  pnrchasing 
it  up  before  it  is  redeemable,  at  the  market 
price.  My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  In  favor 
of  this  lost  alternative.  I  believe  that  our 
Commissioners  may  be  safely  trusted  with  this 
authority.  The  British  Commisuoaers  have 
exercised  the  some  authority  since  the  first 
establishment  of  their  Sinking  Fund  in  161S : 
they  bare  purchased  twenty  times  the  amount 
of  our  present  debt,  and  have  never  been  ac- 
cused of  abusing  their  trost.  Our  Commis- 
sioners mast  be  equally  worthy  of  pnblio  confi- 
dence. They  consist,  and  must  consist,  of  men 
who  cannot  be  presumed  to  lack  discernment 
to  see,  or  intc^ty  to  prefer  the  best  bargiun 
for  their  country.  They  ore  gentlemen  who 
fill,  and  must  fUl,  the  highest  offices  of  the 
country — the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  and 
the  Attomey-GeneraL  An  objectitm  to  con- 
ferring this  authority  on  such  a  body  of  men, 
cannot  be  an  objection  to  them,  but  an  objec- 
tion to  the  object  of  the  authority ;  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  iteelf.  That 
tliere  are  persons  who  will  make  that  objec- 
tion, ia  beyond  question.    I  speak,  not  of  Sei^ 
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•■tore  nor  of  individuftla,  in  or  out  of  this 
-Chamber,  bnt  of  nniueronB  and  powerful  class- 
eg  of  the  oommonity,  whose  sentiments  are 
known  to  me.  There  ve  snch  cUsses,  and  I 
will  ^>ecify  tham :  I.  The  holdere  of  the  debt 
are  ogunst  its  payment,  bocauae  thej  wish  to 
live  at  theip  ease  upon  the  interest,  and  have 
the  whole  cotrntr;  bound  and  mortgaged  to 
them  for  the  ultimate  pa7ment  of  the  princi- 
pal. S.  Thelnliabitantaof  the  plocesin  which 
4he  debt  is  owned  are  against  it,  because  it  has 
drawn  a  hundred  and  fift;  tnilliong  of  dollars 
jnto  their  neigh bcffhoods,  and  is  sttll  drawing 
on  at  the  rate  of  three  millions  per  onuiuii.  S. 
Some  dirintereBted  people  are  against  it,  t>e- 
caose  they  are  afraid  that  foreisnera  will  carry 
off  the  twenty  millions  owned  by  them,  and 
make  a  dearth  of  money  at  home ;  aa  If  the 
place  of  this  twenty  woiAd  not  be  supplied  b; 


and  aa  if  the  foreigners  had  not  already  three 
times  carried  away  the  amount  of  their  capital 
in  Interest,  and  would  again  carry  off  its 
■monnt,  in  the  same  way,  m  every  Baocesnve 
period  of  sixteen  years,  until  the  capital  was 
paid  I  4.  Another  class  is  opposed  to  it  \)a- 
oauae  they  look  upon  a  publio  debt  as  auxiliary 
to  the  strength  and  duration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  interesting  the  moneyed  interest,  and 
binding  them  to  its  support.  This,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, la  a  very  ancient  doctrine,  but  not  with- 
out its  advocates  in  modem  times.  It  is  the 
Invention  of  a  crafty  Greek,  who  hod  to  make 
up  in  frand  what  he  lacked  in  force ;  1  speak 
of  Enmenea,  who  was  Secretary  to  Alexander 
the  Gr^at.  This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the 
death  of  his  master,  put  in,  among  the  Gene- 
rals, for  a  kincdom  out  of  the  wrecks  of  his 
empire ;  and  having  no  army  to  sustain  his 
pretensions,  he  had  recourse  to  frand  to  raise 
one  and  bind  it  to  him.  For  this  purpose  he 
borrowed  all  the  money  be  could  from  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  then  told  them  that  their 
chance  for  payment  depended  upon  their  sup- 
porting him  in  possession  of  Oappadocia  and 
Faphlagonio,  provinces  which  he  nad  marked 
out  for  hia  ftiture  kingdom.  Of  course,  these 
officers  and  soldiers  did  not  want  to  lose  their 
money ;  end,  Uke  provident  men,  fell  in  with 
the  only  course  which  could  save  it.  They 
fonght  for  Enmenes;  they  made  him  king, 
they  made  his  children  kings  after  him ;  and, 
in  return,  the  king  and  his  children  made  the 
people  of  the  kingdom  perpetual  tributaries  to 
these  money-lenders,  in  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  the  sum  borrowed.  And  this,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, is  the  orifl^n  of  the  notion  which  has 
Iteen  so  compendiously  expressed  in  our  own 
country,  in  that  famona  declaration,  that  a 
fiiMu  debt  leai  a  pvilie  hUtring.  In  later 
times,  and  in  our  parent  country,  we  have  seen 
the  policy  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived  and 
acted  upon  by  a  crafty  Dutchman,  William, 
iS'ince  of  Orange,  who  had  need  of  both  fraud 
tad  force  to  T"'^i"tfi"  himself  on  the  thnme, 


from  which  be  bod  chased  bis  father-in-law. 
He  also  bound  the  moneyed  interest  to  his  sap- 

Srt  by  borrowing  their  cash,  and  thus  laid  tM 
mdation  for  Uiat  frightful  national  del^ 
which  now  overhangs  and  overwhelm  the 
Britbh  empire.  Snch  an  example  as  this 
should  explode  the  notion  that  a  public  debt 
waa  a  puttie  blessing.  The  doctrine,  at  bert, 
is  only  applicable  to  monarchies,  foanded  in 
force  or  frand,  and  where  one  part  of  the  snb- 
Jects  have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  in  sob- 
JectioD ;  and  even  then  the  deot  mvst  be  larp^ 
diffused  over  the  country,  and  held  in  many 
bonds;  while  our  Government  is  Republican. 
fonndeid  on  the  affections  of  the  people,  ^i 
onr  debt  ia  small ;  one-third  of  it  owned  ^tJ 
foreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  comer  of  the 
Union,  and  held  by  a  few.  6.  The  last  class  ti 
ohjectore  which  I  shall  mention,  consists  cf 
those  who  think  our  debt  a  trifle,  which  can  be 
paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  for  letting  it 
alone  at  present,  and  applying  onr  money  to 
other  objects.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  most 
dangerous  class  of  objcctora;  for  they  are  nn- 
meroiis,  honest,  perfectly  well  iutentioned,  and 
mean  no  harm  tiicmselvea,  but  do  the  greatest 
possible  mischief  by  becoming  the  allies  of  the 
money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  tlie 
blessedness  of  a  public  debt.  It  is  to  this  claM 
of  politicians  that  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for 
her  present  tremendous  debt.  That  debt  b  the 
growth  of  a  single  century — a  short  period  in 
the  life  of  a  nation — and  took  its  gigantic  start 
in  the  very  doctrine  which  I  am  now  combat- 
ing. At  the  commencement  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, this  debt  was  bnt  sixteen  millions  and  a 
half  steriine  (about  seventy  millions  of  dollars) 
— very  nearly  the  amount  of  our  debt  at  prt^ 
ent,  and  as  little  prospect  of  its  growing  to 
what  it  now  is.  One  class  of  politiciana  wcrs 
then  anxious  to  pay  it  off;  anc^her  ctuiudered 
it  as  a  trifle,  which  could  be  paid  at  any  time, 
and  insisted  upon  applying  the  public  money  to 
other  objects.  This  class  prevailed ;  and  what 
was  the  consequence?  Why,  sir,  the  seasoD 
of  peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  con  be 
paid,  passed  away :  wars  came  on ;  and  one 
year  of  war  creates  more  debt  than  many  year* 
of  peace  can  discharge.  The  war  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  succession  came  on, 
and  raised  the  sixteen  millions  to  fifty-four  mil- 
lions ;  that  for  the  Dutch  barrier  followed,  and 
raised  it  to  seventy-eight  millions;  then  tb« 
seventy  years'  war,  which  carried  it  to  ono 
hundred  and  forty  millions ;  then  the  war  with 
us,  which  put  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  thir^ 
millions;  and,  finally,  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  which  advanced  it  to  nine  hundred 
millions,  equal  to  four  thousand  millitas  of 
dollars,  at  which  it  now  stands,  mocking  all 
idea  of  parment,  and  crushing  the  people  un- 
der a  frigirtftil  load  of  taxes,  to  meet  the  aa- 
nuol  interest.  Snch  a  result  should  be  a  warn- 
ing to  us.  It  should  admonish  ns  to  eschew 
the  policy  which  has  proved  so  fUal  in  onr 
parent  ooimtry.    It  ahould  oaatioa  na  to  F«r 
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oar  debt  while  we  can,  and  not  to  ran  the  risk 
of  meriting  from  onr  poeterity  of  a  hundred 
Tears  hence,  the  hitt«r  reproachea  which  the 
English  are  the  preaent  day  laviahiag  upon 
tlieir  ancestors  of  the  reigns  of  Qaeen  Anno 
and  George  the  First. 

The  fonrth  and  last  hraoch  of  the  reaolntion 
requires  the  Finance  OommJttoe  to  report  on 
the  prohable  time  within  which  the  present 
debt  of  the  United  States  may  be  pniu;  and 
upon  what  articles,  and  to  what  amount,  the 
duties  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or 
abolished.  This  ia  on  inqniiy,  Mr,  President, 
of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  people ;  and  the 
report  of  the  committee,  if  ordered  to  make 
one,  will  be  looked  for  with  the  greatest  impa- 
tience and  solicitude.  In  my  own  opinion,  our 
debt  may  be  paid  off  in  five  years,  and  datiea 
abolished  to  the  amount  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions.  The  debt  is  now,  nominally,  sixty- 
aeven  millions — in  reality,  about  fif^-eightr 
for  seven  millions  is  in  the  United  States  Bank 
stock,  which  ia  wortli  more  than  par,  and 
brin^  adividend  equal  toitsinterest;  and  thir- 
teen milliona  ia  in  the  three  per  cent,  stock, 
which  is  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millions.  A  Sink- 
ing Fund  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  would 
extinguish  the  actual  debt,  in  five  years,  (let- 
ting all  the  pnblic  works  go  on  as  usual,}  and 
it  would  require  but  tittle  aid  from  our  legisla- 
tion to  make  that  fund  amount  to  thirteen  or 
fourteen  millions.  It  is  ten  milliona  now,  and 
Is  increasing  from  the  improving  state  of  the 
commerce.  The  restoration  of  the  4th  aec- 
tion  of  the  Act  of  isn  to  its  true  and  obvious 
meaning,  would  increase  it  to  two  millions 
more ;  and  a  more  rapid  sale  of  the  publia 
lands,  according  to  the  plan  which  I  hove  had 
the  honor  to  propose,  wonld  farther  increase 
it,  to  the  amount  of  another  million  or  up- 
wards. Thus,  in  five  years,  the  debt  may  be 
eitinguifihed,  and  the  great  questions  placed 
before  Congress,  whether  the  present  revenue 
shall  be  kept  up  I  And  if  so,  for  what  objects  f 
Or  reducenf  And  if  so,  upon  what  articles 
the  reduction  shall  fall,  and  to  what  amount ! 
These  will  be  great  questions,  worth;  to  en- 
gage the  deliberfttions  of  the  whole  Union,  and 
the  discussion  of  them  may  develop  a  new  line 
in  the  division  of  political  parties.  Some  may 
bo  for  keeping  up  the  whole  revenue,  and  mak- 
ing the  Federal  Government  strong  and  splcn- 
<Ud;  others  maybe  for  areduction  of  the  taxes, 
and  for  limiting  the  revenue  to  the  just  and 
necessary  support  of  a  plain  Republican  Got- 
emment.  I  shall  myself  be  found  in  the  ranks 
of  this  latter  party;  and  to  enable  it  to  oct 
best  for  the  public  good,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  public  mind  be  consnited  before  it  acts. 
The  abolition  of  duties  will  be  a  delicate  and 
reqwnsible  task — it  will  be  the  counterpart  of 
an  imposition  of  dotiea — and  should  be  ese- 
eoted  m  strict  subordination  to  the  will  of  the 
people.  For  one,  I  should  wish  my  constitu- 
ents to  know  my  sentiments,  and,  ia  return,  I 


should  like  to  know  tbdrs.  If  we  disagree,! 
'  promise  them  one  of  two  things — either  to  exe^ 
cute  their  will,  or  to  retire  from  my  station. 
Here,  then,  is  my  creed :  I  am  for  abolishing 
duties  in  tott>,  as  soon  as  the  public  debt  ti 
paid  off,  upon  all  articles  of  pnme  necessity, 
or  ordinary  comfort,  which  we  not  made  at 
home  at  all,  or  not  made  in  sufficient  qnantitj 
to  merit  national  protection ;  and  I  ua  for 
continuing  them  on  articles  of  taste  and  lax- 
nry,  and  npon  such  rival  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  requires 
to  be  made  at  home.  This  is  what  I  have  said 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  repeat,  becouso 
I  have  been  misrepresented,  and  my  words 
mntilated  and  garbled  for  party  purposes,  t 
will  be  more  explicit,  and  apeciQr  some  of  th4 
articles  which  I  would  select  for  eiempticni 
from  duty,  I  will  name  coffee,  of  which  wa 
have  imported  forty  millions  of  pounds  weight 
in  the  year ;  teoa,  of  which  the  importa  havri 
been  ten  millions  of  pounds;  spices,  importe4 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  ponnds ;  cocoa 
and  chocolate,  four  millions ;  linens  to  tha 
value  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  whiolt 
might  be  named,  the  duties  might  be  aboliahed, 
I  apprehend,  with  advantage  to  manntactnrer^ 
OS  well  03  farmers  and  merchants :  for  they  are 
necessaries  of  life  which  enter  into  use  in  tha 
living  of  every  family,  and  lowering  their 
price,  would  be  lowering  the  prioe  of  labor, 
which  the  manufactory  demands.  Bolt,  sugar, 
blankets,  and  flannel,  present  uiother  class  of 
necessaries  and  comforts,  upon  which  some 
diversity  of  opinion  might  arise.  They  are 
necessaries  of  life,  and  partially  made  at  home, 
bnt  not  in  eufflcient  quantity  to  answer  the 
public  demand,  Lai^  importations  of  then! 
are  made  from  abrow),  and  heavy  dntjes  are 

riaid  upon  them.  Of  salt,  we  import  four  mil- 
ions  of  bushels,  the  duty  twenty  cents  to  tha 
Government,  and  ten  cents  profit  on  it  to  the 
merchant;  of  sugar,  eighty  milliona  of  pounds, 
the  duty  three  and  four  cents  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  of 
blankets  and  flannels,  we  import  to  the  value 
of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  paying  abovtt 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  near  two  hundred  thousand  more  to 
the  merchant  Upon  these  items  there  may  be 
diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  the  people 
should  be  known.  Let  no  one  say  it  is  too 
soon  for  the  people  to  bi^n  lo  think  upon  this 
subject  I  detest  that  saying.  In  all  its  bear- 
ings and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon  for 
the  people  to  think,  bnt  often  too  late  I  It  is 
not  too  soon  for  them  to  begin  to  think  now 
about  the  abolition  of  duties.  Their  Eeprcsent- 
ativea  will  hove  to  act  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  four  or  five  years ;  and  would,  doubtless, 
wish  to  be  informed  of  tlio  sentiments  of  their 
oonatitnents.  The  report  of  the  committee, 
which  I  propose  to  obtain,  will  give  them  that 
adrantaga.     It  will  set  the  publio  mind  to 
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work,  and  will  enable  the  pe<^te  U>  manifest 
tbeir  wiabes  ia  time  to  guide  and  enlighten  the 
deciuoQ  of  their  RepreseDtatJves. 

Ur.  StuTo,  of  Marjlottd,  said  that  tlio  Com- 
mittee OQ  Finance  did  not,  on  anj  occasion, 
ebrinV  ttam  its  datj,  and  thej  woud  tafce  ap 
the  subject  as  speedilj  as  possible.  He  would 
make  but  one  remark  npon  the  statements  of 
the  gentleman  frum  Stissoori,  in  relation  to  th« 
two  millions  of  dollars  reserved  in  the  Treas- 
nrf.  There  were  several  contingencies  to 
which  this  sun  was  liable.  One  was  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  frequently  to  moke  appropri- 
ations of  largo  snms  of  monef,  not  calculated 
on  b]r  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasor;  in  his  esti- 
mates ;  and  then  this  sum  ctune  in  and  fulfilled 
the  deugna  of  Congreas.  I^st  jear,  this  ap- 
Dlication  of  the  two  miUions  was  made  to  a 
laige  amount  Congrew  made  snch  liberal  de- 
mands npoD  it,  that  bnt  four  bondred  thousand 
dollars  remained  in  the  Treaanrf  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  rear, 

Mr.  JoBBSTOB,  of  Loaisiana,  rose  in  repl  j  to 
)[r.  BavToir,  He  said  he  shonld  not  oppose 
the  refer^bce  of  the  resolntion,  which  was  the 
nsoal  course  ;  but  he  conld  not  permit  them  to 
pass  to  the  conomittee,  after  the  elaborate  arga- 
ment  bj  which  thej  had  been  recommended, 


opinions  ana  views  of  the  gentleman  trom  Uia- 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1617,  either  in  principle, 
or  in  the  construction  of  it.  I  think  the  act 
plain,  that  there  is  no  misconception  of  its 
meaning,  and  that  it  is  fonnded  in  just  views  of 
onr  financial  afTairs,    This  act  was  intended  to 

Spropriate  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  to 
i  redemption  of  the  poblia  debt,  after  the 
jear  1S17,  aod  was,  coneequentl;,  a  standing 
appropriation  after  the  current  expenses  of  the 

Kkr,  if  the  Treasury  was  adequate  to  pay  it, 
is  part  of  the  law  ^vea  rise  to  no  difficulty, 
as  the  reservation  does  not  apply  to  this  sec- 
tion. Bat  an  additional  section  of  the  act  is 
in  these  words:  "That,  after  the  year  1817, 
whenever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  after  an 
adjournment  of  Congress  in  any  year,  a  surplus 
of  money  in  the  Treascry,  above  the  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  Barvice  of  such  year,  the 
payment  of  which  .to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two 
millions  of  dollars,  then  such  surplus  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the 
Sinking  Fond,  to  be  paid  at  such  times  as  the 
aituation  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners  thereof  to 
the  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 
By  this  section,  two  millions  are  directed  to 
be  loft  untouched  in  the  TreDsory,  and  all  the 
surplus,  after  such  reservation,  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  public  debt.  The  gentleman  fkim  ilis- 
Ktnri  supposes  tliat  this  reservation  is  either  a 
misconception  of  the  act,  or  is  founded  in  erro- 
naoQs  principles,  it  being,  oa  he  supposes,  un- 


neeessary  to  reserve,  even  by  eatimatitHt,  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  and,  conseqneiitly,  that 
all  the  estimated  resources  for  the  year  may  be 


ived,  and  has 
received  a  oniform  constmotioa  by  the  C<hd- 
missioners  of  the  Sinkdng  Fund.  It  most  be  a 
surplus  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  over  and 
above  the  eiipropriation  for  the  service  of  tbe 
year,  and  tne  ten  millions,  and  the  two  re- 
served miUions.  The  balance  is  sorplna,  and 
is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to  the  pablic  debt 

"After  the  adjoummeut  of  Oongresa,"  tbe 
estimate  is  made  for  the  year.  Tbe  net  bal- 
ance <rf  Uie  Treasury,  at  tbe  dose  of  the  yeai^ 
(ezoluding  what  was  appropriated  for  tbe  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year,  and  all  ftmds  not  avail- 
able,) ia  added  to  the  estimated  revenue  of  the 
year.  A  sum  equal  to  the  appropriations  made 
by  Oongresa  for  the  service  of  the  year  is  sM 
apart—ten  millions  are  directed  to  be  applied 
during  the  Tear  to  the  principal  and  interest  irf 
the  public  debt.  If  any  balance  remains  ia  the 
Treasury,  according  to  tbe  estimate  of  the  rev- 
enue, two  millions  is  allowed  to  cover  all  defi- 
ciencies and  variations  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
surplus  is  applied  to  the  public  debt 

The  reason  why  two  millions  waa  directed 
by  the  act  to  bo  reserved,  woSj  that  tbe  calcn- 
lation  of  the  amount  on  which  thej  ore  to 
operate,  is  founded  on  on  estimate  of  what 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  not 
what  is  actually  there.  It  was  known  that 
our  revenue  wa«  liable  to  fluctuations  of  two 
or  three  millions  a  year,  ttwn  caoses  that 
could  not  be  anticipated  even  one  year  in  ad- 
vance. Our  importations  are  sutigect  to  varia- 
tions, and  the  revenue  arising  tbereftxtm  to  cor- 
responding irregularities.  Ihere  are,  beside^ 
inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  of  the 
year,  that  materially  affect  tbe  receipts  of  the 
year;  and  we  have  eiperienced  the  same  thing 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  so  as  to 
baffle  all  calculation  of  the  actual  result  of  the 
revenue  for  the  rear.  It  was  a  knowledge  of 
tliis  uncertainty,  m  all  financial  estimate*,  that 
induced  the  reservation  of  the  two  millions,  to 
guard  against  a  probable  contingency  of  apply- 
ing more  to  the  public  debt  than  ni^t  ba 
found  in  the  Treasury.  The  wisdom  and  tba 
foresight  of  this  proviMon  bos  been  eionplified 
by  tlie  experience  of  the  last  ten  years.  In 
1817,  the  estimated  receipts  ft«m  cnstoms  were 
twenty-four  millions;  the  actual  receipts  ex- 
ceeded that  sum  by  two  millions,  and  this  is 
probably  a  solitary  instance.  In  181B,  tbe  esti- 
mated receipts  were  twenty  milli^B ;  the 
actual  were  three  millions  less.  In  IBIS,  esti- 
mated twenty-one  millions ;  and  tbe  reveoM 
fell  short  near  a  million.  In  1B20,  tbe  estimate 
of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  the  result  to 
be  four  millions  too  much.  In  1821,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tresanry  esUmated  fourteen  mil- 
lions ;  but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  the  some  data,  estimated  16  millions.  It 
produced  bnt  IS  millions.    These  differmeei 
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srise  vith  the  ehUet  men,  with  all  the  infonnft- 
tion  neceasarj  to  a  correct  jadgment,  Tfaej 
can  bnt  approximate  the  true  result.  There 
Are  some  &cts  and  some  principles  which  are 
useful  in  forming  theee  estimates ;  bnt,  with  ait 
their  aid,  it  is  but  coi\jecturaI.  There  are  no 
known  laws  that  govern  them.  Experience 
has  BbowD,  perhaps,  that  two  miilions  is  a  safe 
allowance  for  the  flnctoationa  of  commerce, 
and  the  various  exigencies  that  maj  arise  dar- 
ing the  jear.  ,  In  the  last  twelve  vears,  the  re- 
ceipts nave  varied  from  near  thirtj-foar  to 
thirteen  millions.  But  from  this  series  we  are 
able  to  form  a  more  accurate  estimate  of  the 
general  average  of  the  revenue.  The  receipts 
for  twelve  jears  maj  be  said  to  average  twen- 
tj-one  nuUions — for  the  last  five  years  twenty- 
two  millions ;  and  this  is  a  sofBcient  basis  for 
all  financial  calculation.  It  will  probablj  vary 
(torn  twenty  to  twenty-fonr  millions.  We  may 
allow,  in  round  unmbers,  t«n  millions  ibr  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  QovemmenL  established 
by  law ;  ten  millioDS  for  the  public  debt ;  and 
the  extraordinary  appropriations  average  from 
one  to  three  millions.  So  that,  upon  no  ordi- 
nary oalcalation,  can  more  than  ten  millions  be 
Implied,  nor  can  we  anticipate  there  will  be  a 
■nrplos. 

Again:  We  know  that,  dnring  that  period, 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  have  not 
allowed  the  regular  application  of  ten  miliiona, 
and  have  not  been  fonnd  equal  to  this  standing 
demand  on  the  Treasury.  We  have  paid, 
during  that  period,  {134,606,208,  of  which 
$16,780,749  was  provided  for  by  loan ;  leaving 
the  amount  actDolly  paid  tIlS,71B,4fi3;  where- 
as, the  (^tplication  of  ten  millions  for  twelve 
years  would  have  extinguished  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions.  There  la,  therefore,  due 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  more  than  four  millions. 
This  ^ows,  however,  how  nearly  it  has  met 
the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  ability  of  the  distingnisbed  man 
-who  framed  the  bill.  Bat  it  shows,  at  the 
aame  time,  that  there  has  been  no  snrplos. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gentleman  lalxire 
under  some  erroneoas  impression  on  the  anb- 
Jeot.  He  seems  to  think  that  somethina  has 
i>een  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the  lunds, 
either  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  or  the  mis- 
oonstruotion  of  it,  and  supposes,  by  changing 
the  act,  he  will  save  the  interest  of  two  mil- 
lions a  year.  Sir,  since  the  operation  of  the 
act,  there  has  never  been  a  sorplns  of  two  mil- 
lions, which  could  have  been  applied  to  the 
debt.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1818,  '19,  '20,  '21,  the  four  first  years  after  the 
act  cresting  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  and  also  In  1824 
and  18S6,  there  was  no  balance  In  the  Treasn- 
ry,  bnt  a  great  deficiency,  to  wit : 
1st  Jan.  1818,  -  .  .  .  $4,9fi8,8S9 
"•"     •        •        •        -  2,060,488 

6,S01,1(17 


On  the  1st  January,  1822,  there  was  in  tha 
Treasnry  only  $491,166 ;  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1828,  there  was  in  the  Treasnry  $5,463,411 
not  applied,  because  there  was  no  redeemable 
debt  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  On  the  Ist 
January,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  eqnal  to  a  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasury,  and  that  balance  still  re- 
mains, and  wUl  be  carried  to  the  estimated  re- 
ceipts of  the  year,  to  compAe  the  fiind  of  the 
Treasory,  for  the  year,  out  of  which  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  will  be  taken,  including 
the  t«a  millions ;  and  if  there  is  an^  surplu, 
after  allowing  two  millions  for  voristiona  M 
revenne,  it  will  be  also  applied  to  the  publie 
debt.  If  the  gentleman  could  find  the  two 
millions  which  could  have  been,  bnt  which 
have  not  been  iqiplied,  in  consequence  of  Ihii 
act,  I  would  consent  to  apply  it ;  but  if^  at  any 
period,  that  snm  had  been  applied,  the  Treat- 
ury  would  be  now  minus  a  million.  The  error 
conrists  in  the  Idea  that  auoh  sum  has  lud  idle 
in  the  Treasury.  It  was  never  there.  A  view 
of  the  whole  sntiject  will  show  the  aoand  di»- 
cretion  which  has  been  exercised  over  tba 
application  of  the  funds,  dnce  the  peace,  witb 
the  exception  of  the  snm  that  remained,  in 
1828,  unemployed;  but  that  was  the  businesa 
of  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
could  not  purchase  stock,  and  there  was  ihkm 
at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  reoommended, 
in  his  report,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  six- 
teen mUlions,  at  6  per  cent.,  to  pay  off  a  debt 
of  6  per  cent.,  and  which,  if  earned  into  effect, 
wonld  have  produced,  at  once,  a  large  saving 
to  the  Government,  but  this  proportion  vaa 
r^ected  by  Congress  at  the  last  session.  Tha^ 
to  my  mind,  was  the  time  and  place  for  econo- 
my. That  wonld  have  realized  more  thaa 
conld  result  from  the  interest  of  the  Imagiuary 
two  millions,  if  they  hod  octoolly  existed  lii 
the  Treasury. 

Sir,  the  payment  of  the  cnrrent  expenaes  of 
the  Government,  and  the  ten  millions,  wiQ 
leave  us  from  two  to  three  millions  a  year,  (or 
all  objects  of  a  miscellanecns  character,  includ- 
ing internal  improvements,  roads,  canals,  break- 
waters, piers,  deepening  channels,  removing 
obstructions  in  rivers,  purchases  of  land  trma 
Indians,  and  various  other  claiios  upon  tha 
country.  Daring  the  last  three  years,  a  larg* 
snm  has  been  applied  by  Congress  to  thesQ 
ol^ects  of  great  utility,  and  of  indiq>ensabl« 
necessity.  These  appropriations  will,  doobt- 
less,  be  continued  by  Congress.  What  fnturs 
expectation  can  there  be,  that  there  wiU  ever 
be  a  surplus  of  two  millions  t  We  have  an 
actnal  surplus,  now  ascertained,  of  a  million, 
bnt  we  have  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  to 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  Kevolution;  and, 
while  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  million  to  tha 
pnblic  debt,  it  is,  at  the  same  moment,  pro- 
posed to  ruse  l^e  million  for  the  officers  by  a 
new  loan ;  and  where  is  the  economy  of  that  t 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  an 
excess  of  receipts,  for  the  present  year,  of 
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$8,862,874,  and  thU  sum  ia  liable  to  the  osagi 
variations.  Bnt  what  ore  tlie  demands  upon 
It  t  There  is  a  bill  before  as,  which  coatem- 
plstes  the  comiDenoement  of  a  breakwater  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  which  will  cost 
more  than  two  millions,  and  which  proposes 
$960,000  a  jetr.  There  is  another  anticipated 
at  Nantucket,  of  about  half  that  cost,  which 
will  slw  require  f200,000  a  7ear.    There 


applications  for  opening  a  oommiuiioation  flrom 
iJbeniaile  Sound  to  the  Atlantic;  deepMiing 
tbe  channel  at  the  motith  of  Cape  Fear  Kver ; 


(ffening  the  &l]s  on  the  Wabash ;  remoTingthe 
rafta  in  Bed  Blrer ;  and  obstructions  from  the 
Ohio  and  Uisrissipi^Bivers,  and  many  others  of 
1ms  importance.  This  is  besides  the  removal 
of  Indians  and  pnrcbMei  of  land,  the  claims  of 
Bt^es  for  sdvanoes  daring  the  war,  and  the 
IRirate  claims  now  pending,  amonnting  to  more 
than  half  a  million. 

Now,  the  simple  question  is,  whether  these 
Directs  ore  (^  more  pressing  importance  than 
the  payment  of  this  additional  two  millions  to 
file  public  debt,  which  would  liosten  its  estin- 
KDis&ment  little  more  than  one  year,  while 
tiiese  great  objects  mnst  be  neglected.  Dpon 
ttiis  point  my  mind  ia  made  np. 

The  r^DUur  application  of  ten  millions  will 
gxtinguish  the  public  debt  early  in  1S86,  and, 
In  the  mean  time,  from  two  to  three  millions  a 
year  may  be  dtstribiited  over  the  conntry,  to 
improve  the  navigotioo,  by  artificial  barbon, 
deepening  channel  erecting  piers,  and  other 
nseml  works  upon  the  coast ;  to  improve  the 
oommnnioatdans  between  the  States,  by  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  country,  now  raetly 
greater  than  the  foreign.  The  pnblio  debt  u 
b  a  progress  of  rapid  extingnishment,  and 

9 Bite  as  rapid  ea  it  ought  to  be,  not  to  disturb 
le  eommeroe,  or  tbe  capital,  or  the  circulation 
of  the  metallic  medinm  of  the  coontiy.  The 
stock  of  the  Caited  States,  to  a  certain  extent, 
fbntu  a  part  of  its  capital.  By  paying  it  off. 
Ton  do  not  increaae  tne  circabtfing  medinm, 
bat  yoti  destrt^  that  part  which  is  a  subeHtnte 
tar  cwitol.  How  tar  this  stock  enter*  into  the 
Mpitid  apon  which  trade  and  commerce  is  car- 
ried on,  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  anticipate  the 
•ffect  upon  them,  of  withdrawing,  in  a  short 

Ciriod,  seventy  or  eighty  millions  of  stock.  It 
probable  thot,  by  a  grodnal  operation  of  ten 
millions  a  year,  no  dangerous  effect  wilt  result 
Every  thii^  will  gradually  accommodate  itself 
to  tbe  changes  going  on.  Bnt  nothing  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  than  caueee  which  euddenly  de- 
range the  money  market ;  apanic,  then,  de- 
ran^  every  thing  else.  The  moment  the 
dram  is  felt,  tbe  banks  curtail,  money  appre- 
ciates, property  sinks  in  value:  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, sacrifice,  distress,  and  bankniptcy, 
follow.    It  is  the  business  of  statesmen  to  look 


great  sscrifioe  and  ruin,  what  would  be  its 
effects  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in  our 
large  dtkil    Twenty  millions  of  this  stock  is 


icDiit.  [MaNc>,l» 

held  by  foreigners,  and  the  gentleman  eajatU 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  to  tbe  annual  imoDnt 
of  the  interest.  When  this  debt  is  piid  off  if 
this  sum  is  reinvested  in  the  conntry,  we  ahiS 
contribate  to  them  the  amonnt  of  this  interest; 
bnt  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  foreigiwn 
will  not  invest  in  any  institutionB  of  the  Sutes. 
The  capital  is  attracted  here  by  a  profit^ 
investment  in  pnblio  stocks  of  tbe  Govemrantt, 
on  the  faith  of  which  they  rely.  They  fasTC  no 
confidence  in  local  institntjons.  If  twmty 
millions  were  withdrawn  too  snddenlj,  it 
might  distnrb  the  circulating  medinm,  snd, 
tliereby,  the  trade  and  commerce,  as  weQ  h 
the  value  of  property.  I  wish  the  poblic  deU 
paid  o^  as  fast  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  I  tliiiik 
the  rate  of  ten  millions  n  year  is  rapid  enoi^ 
and  ought  not  to  be  accelerated. 

The  gentleman  says  there  is  a  balanes  of 
fonr  miUiooi,  at  all  times,  in  the  Bank  of  tU 
United  States,  the  use  of  which  that  institulim 
ei^oys  gratnitonsly.  It  is  true,  the  bank  re- 
c^ves,  in  deporit,  at  different  places,  the  wbob 
revenue  of  the  Government,  which  they  psr 
ont  to  the  order  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  esiM 
for,  to  meet  tbe  appropriations ;  that  about  s 
qnarter  of  the  amount,  varying  from  three  to 
five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in  oi* 


the  nae  of  which,  he 


supposes,  a 


boon  to  tbe  bank,  and  without  equivalent.  If 
wo  bad  a  TreaBury  of  our  own,  we  must  alwsji 
have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  adTSoce. 
That  mnst  lie  Idle  and  unemployed  In  our  cof- 
fers. That  immense  sum  must  be  trusted  ta 
the  integrity  of  a  single  individnol,  and  mnet 
pass  through  the  hands  of  twenty  irre^NHuiU* 

rits.  Disbursements  must  be  mode,  losn 
barged,  and  peONons  paid,  at  vbHom 
points.  It  would  require  a  complicated  mt- 
ohinery;  and,  even  then,  expenses  and  losM 
would  be  incurred,  and  inconveniences  experi- 
enced. I  believe  tbe  bank  a  necessary  tp- 
pendage  of  tbe  Treasury,  which,  bendes  aflbra- 
ing  a  sound  currency  for  tbe  payment  of  du- 
ties, facility  of  exchange,  and  tnuumisriw  by 
checks,  performs,  witnoot  compensation,  sad 
without  loss,  all  ^e  moneyed  tmerationi  rftbe 
Government.  Is  it  nothing  tnat  we  hsre  s 
safe  depository,  and  a  responnble  ogeetT  I) 
BBonrlty  and  sccomraodation  nothing  ?  W*m 
large  stockbolderv  ourselves,  and  partake,  ta 
that  extent.  In  any  profit  it  may  give.  BbI^ 
sir,  bow  infinitely  more  important  rnoFt  this 
institution  become  in  time  of  war.  Besideii 
this  balance  is  always  appropriated,  and  bo 
longer  the  ftand  of  the  nation.  It  is  depoaittd 
for  tbose  who  have  a  right  to  receive  it,  fi 
that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end  of  the  year,  sad 
liable  to  be  drawn  at  any  time. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  kxAlDg  («'■ 
ward  to  the  extinguishment  of  this  det^  b** 
broached  new  and  dangerous  doctrines,  Dtiicti 
go  to  tbe  foundation  of  all  protection,  and,  es^ 
ried  into  effect,,  would  ruin  this  or  any  olbv 
conntry.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  But 
what  be  has  said  tondies  me  in  a  totder  piM 
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and  I  canDot  pennit  it  to  pass.  It  is  raid  in 
tonus  tbot  mwk  deUb«ratiion— And  it  is  dia- 
tinctl;  umoiinced — tliat  these  principles  are  to 
form  the  distinctive  lines  between  the  n^^t 
parties  thitt  are  to  divide  the  politicians  of  this 
coontr;. 

He  says :  "  I  am  for  abolishing  dnties  in 
toto,  as  soon  m  the  pablio  debt  is  pidd  off,  npon 
all  articles  of  prime  necessity,  or  ordinary  com- 
fort, which  are  not  made  at  bome^  or  not  made 
in  Bcfficient  qnautitT  to  merit  national  protec- 
tion." And,  to  make  bis  views  more  intelli^- 
ble,  he  odda,  "  salt,  sagii,  blankets,  flannels, 
present  another  class  of  necessaries  and  com' 
forts,  npon  which  some  diversity  of  opinicm 
may  arise ;  they  are  necessaries  of  life,  and 
partly  made  at  home,  bat  not  in  somcient 
gnantity  to  answer  tho  pablio  demand."  If 
Jrom  this  is  to  be  inferred,  that  these  articles 
do  not  deserve  the  national  protection,  becaosa 
they  do  not  snpply  the  pnblio  demand — and  the 
protecting  duties  ore,  consequently,  to  be  rA- 
moved — and  this  is  to  oonrtitnte  tho  line  be- 
tween the  parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing on  whst  side  of  that  line  I  shall  be  found. 
This  doctrine  fallowed  ont  to  its  conseqnencea, 
irould  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  bagging,  iron, 
lead,  and  ^most  every  article,  agricnltuMl  and 
mannfocturin^,  which  is  now  the  otfject  of  na- 
tional protection. 

The  anticipation  of  the  snrplns  revenue  has 
already  brought  to  the  consideratloa  of  Con- 
gress two  modes  of  employing  the  money. 
The  one  is  to  apply  it,  annually,  to  tjie  great 
improvements  oi  every  kind,  in  their  proper 
order,  to  fooilitate  the  intcrconrse  and  the  com- 
mnnications  between  the  States ;  the  other 
proposes  to  divide  the  sum  among  tlie  several 
States,  according  to  population.  It  is  too  soon 
to  enter  npon  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
aystems,  I  greatly  prefer  the  former,  because 
I  believe  the  States  incompetent  to  the  great 
national  works  that  are  necessary  to  cimneot 
the  several  parts  of  the  Union. 

But,  if  the  m^ority  of  the  people  shonld 
eventually  decide  against  the  expediency  of 
pursuing  the  great  system  of  improvement,  I 
greatly  prefer  the  distributfoa  among  the 
States,  to  the  abolition  of  duties :  and  if  we 
aboDld  ever  determine — which  I  hope  we  sball 
not — to  forego  the  general  system,  I  have  no 
hemtation  in  saying,  that  the  most  beneficial 
consequences  may  resnlt,  even  by  the  direction 
of  the  St^«8,  in  establishing  permanent  funds 
for  education — rendering  that  cheap  and  ao- 
cesdble  to  all  classes ;  and  by  judicious  appli- 
cation to  objects  of  pnblla  usefulness,  Jr  it 
was  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  levy  a  f\ind 
for  the  support  of  the  State  Governments,  it 
would  be  lufinitely  superior  to  the  abolition  of 

This  fund,  distributed  among  tbe  St^es,  ac- 
cording to  population,  will  enable  each  State  ' 
dispense  with  direct  taxation.    Their  taxes  a 
levied  only  on  property,  while  capital  stock  and 
income   are  exempt     Those  ot  the  United 


States  fall  equally  upon  the  wealth  of  the  corn- 
Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  res- 
olntiona,  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  this  subject 
to  tJie  committee,  believing  they  will  disap- 
prove all  the  objects  contemplated  by  ibem. 

[Mr.  BzNTON  s)iid  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Lonisiana  had  fallen  into  an  error  in  rebf 
tion  to  the  two  millions.  He  found,  by  tbelav 
for  the  refutation  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  sum 
of  $3,000,000  was  to  reraalnin  the  Treasury  over 
and  above  the  appropriations  of  Congress.  It, 
therefore,  could  not  be  disposed  o^  aa  the  gen- 
tieroao  supposed.] 

Mr.  Maoox  B(ud  that,  as  he  bod  understood 
it,  this  was  merely  a  motion  for  inquiry.  He 
did  not  accede  to  the  proposition,  that,  if  tb» 
public  debt  waa  paid  oS,  it  would  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  cnuntry.  The  pnblio  debt  was 
like  a  private  debt  If  he  ahoDld  give  his  bond 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  he  believed  that,  if  he  did 


If  we  do  Dot  pay  our  pnblio  debt  when  we  bav* 
money,  there  is  no  certainty  that  it  will  ever 
be  paid.  The  difference  between  them  was, 
that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  public  debt 
was  liquidated,  the  taxes  upon  the  people  would 
be  reduced,  end  they  would  have  more  money 
at  home.  He  had  long  tbon^bt  there  was  a 
strong  partv  in  the  country,  which  did  not  want 
the  public  debt  paid  off.  Sot  in  the  adminta- 
tration,  but  in  the  Legislature ;  and  that  party 
was  for  spending  the  naoney  of  the  country  fgr 
all  kinds  of  projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to 
the  public  debt.  It  was  jast  as  it  was  with  In- 
dividuals who  spent  all  tiieir  Income  and  neg- 
lected their  debts;  and  it  could  not  lead  to 
beneficial  results.  England  might  have  paid  off 
her  debt  more  than  once,  if  they  had  followed 
a  pradent  conrte.  For  himself,  he  wiehed  to 
see  the  pablio  debt  discharged.  We  shall  not 
always  goon  as  at  present.  There  will  cornea 
time  for  wor.  We  are  coutinnally  preparing 
for  it;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  bqbII  go  to 
war.  He  had  been  a  long  time  desirous  to  seo 
some  more  direct  means  taken  for  paying  the 
debt  of  the  Nation,  but  be  began  to  despair; 
and  now,  instead  of  calcnloting  npon  its  being 
done,  he  did  not  know  aa  toot  nappy  event 
wonld  ever  take  place. 
The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

TBUBBDAr,  March  S. 
Vititonat  Wft  Point. 

The  bill  -was  taken  up,  rnskiDg  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  £Mabliahment 
for  the  year  1828 ;  the  motion  t>t  Mr.  Bhahot, 
tostrike  out  the  appropriation  of  1  ,B00  dollars fbr 
the  expenses  of  Visitors  to  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  being  nuder  consideration — 

Mr.  HABMOoir  made  some  explanations,  as  to 
the  crimparative  expenditure  of  former  years 
and  tbe  present  time.  He  said  that,  formerly, 
very  little  else  but  the  tranqiortation  of  t£» 
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baggage  of  officers  wu  sat^fect  of  charge,  on  ac- 
coaDt  of  this  Tuitatioo.  Aa  civilians  had  lat- 
ter); been  chosen  as  tha  Visitors,  And  some  of 
them  residing  at  a  great  distance,  the  payment 
of  their  travelUnK  expenses  had  swelled  the 
unaunt  to  the  sum  at  present  reqaired. 

Mr.  WsTTS  said  that  his  chief  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  there  wm  no  law 
creating  the  officers  ta  whom  it  was  paid.  He 
knew  of  no  law  which  created  snch  an  officer 
as  a  Visitor  of  the  West  Point  Academy,  and 
he  considered  that,  when  any  office  or  commis- 
Hion  become  snffloiently  important  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation 
bill,  it  oDKnt  to  be  supported  hj  the  authority 
of  law.  The  expense  for  this  object  had  swell- 
ed from  SOO  to  upwards  of  2,000  dollars,  and 
had,  therefore,  become  an  it«m  worthy  of  at- 
tention. Until  the  law  appointed  the  offioers, 
explained  the  dnties,  and  fixed  the  motiner  and 
rate  of  their  compensatioD,  there  onght  to  be  no 
specific  appropriation  for  the  pnrpoM.  If  this 
provision  was  strioben  ont,  it  wonld  not  have 
the  e%otof  preventing  the  TisitatiooHfts  the 
matter  wonld  remtun  ad  It  was  before.  It  was 
inthepower  of  theDepartment  to  send  Visitors, 
Bud  it  might  be  dooe  u  before. 

Ur.  NoBu  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  motion. 
It  bad  been  stated,  he  said,  that,  from  the  be- 
(ponioK  the  appointing  and  paying  the  Viutorg 
to  the  Uilitory  Academy  was  on  assmnption  of 
power.  If  it  was  so,  Congress  had  to  complain 
of  itself.  The  power  had  been  employed  fur 
years,  and  must  have  been  within  theknowledge 
of  Congress.  Whv,  then,  if  it  was  an  assnmp- 
tion  of  power,  had  not  Congress  interposetl  to 
prevent  its  continoanoe  ?  It  had  also  been  said, 
that  a  system  of  fovoritism  was  practised  at  the 
Academy;  and  he  had  heard  of  well-born  sons 
being  preferred  (o  others.  If  such  was  the  case, 
he  wiuied  another  resolntion  might  be  intro- 
duced, to  inquire  who  created  the  system  of  fa- 
Toritistn.  It  wonld  be  fonnd  that  members  of 
Congress  were  at  the  bottom  of  it.  They  ought 
Dot  to  shield  themselves.  Call  fbr  the  names, 
add  Mr.  N_  of  those  who  have  recommended 


abont  well-bom  sons  than  any  one  else.  It 
onglit  to  be  inqaired  into,  and  this  imputation 
not  allowed  to  go  ont  to  the  people,  to  create  a 
prdudice  against  the  Adminlstratbn,  Ho  spoke 
in  nigh  terms  of  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  If  this  appropriation  was  thrown  ont, 
it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  gentlemen 
Eupposed.  It  would  not  be  as  it  was  formerly. 
It  wonld  show  the  Secretan'  that  this  was  an 
expenditure  which  Congreaedld  not  approve,  be- 
cause it  was  not  in  the  spirit  of  retrenchment, 
of  which  they  had  heard  so  mnch.  This  was 
one  of  the  continual  and  continued  attempts  to 
pnt  down  the  present  AdmiuiBti:ation,  which  be 
believed  to  be  the  best  in  the  known  world.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  complained  of 
the  amount  of  expense  for  this  visitation,  he 
GOnld  inform  him  that  the  most  expensive  Board 


of  Visitors  had  been  that  over  which  the  praot 
Governor  of  Tennessee  presided.  That  gtait- 
man  had  thonght  it  his  province  to  give  duoen, 
fur  which  Mr.  N.  did  not  blame  him,  but  mlf 
mentioned  it  to  show  who  encouraged  the  a- 
travaganc^,  if  snch  it  was  to  be  conadered,  of 
the  ViBitors  of  West  Point  He  should  gc  bi 
Ibe  whole  appropriation,  and  regretted  tint  ihs 
motion  had  been  made,  becanse  it  migbt  be 
construed  as  a  reflection  npon  the  preaeat  in- 
cumbent of  the  War  Depaitment. 

Mr.  Smite,  of  Murlond,  said  titat  the  Me- 
tingent  fund  of  the  War  Department  had  uni- 
formly been  10,000  dtdlars,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  Visitors  bad  been  paid  ont  of  it.  The  mm 
for  their  ezpesses  had  of  late  years  become  u 
large,  that  the  Beeretar;  thonglit  ft  had  beitff 
be  supplied  by  spedfio  appropriation.  He  hid 
asked  for  8,000  dollars,  but  the  other  Hoose  bid 
cut  it  down  to  1,600.  The  Secretary  hod  ilio 
asked  for  16,000  dollars  for  the  contingeat 
fund.  The  Hoose  had  reduced  that  sum  to 
10,000  dollars.  If|  now,  this  provision  wen 
denied,  and  the  Secretary  were  to  pay  tbe 
Visitors  out  of  the  oontingent  Amd,  it  would  bs 
rednced  to  7,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Ghakdlbb  observed  that  he  had  at  flnt 
been  in  flavor  of  making  and  retaining  SOO  do!- 
lars  for  this  purpose ;  but,  under  tbe  cossidvs- 
tion  that  these  officers  were  not  appointed  1? 
law,  he  should  vote  for  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  MoLjtMK  rose  to  ask  for  information,  a 
tothereaaonfortheincreaseofthisexpeoditDr^  * 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  FlnancBi 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  examinations  of  ilis 
Military  Academy,  but  was  far  from  bnng 
eatisfled  that  this  appropriation  was  necessuy. 
As  &r  as  he  had  received  information,  the  ip- 
prmiriation  was  altogether  too  large.  It  «H 
dimoult  to  account  for  the  augmentatioa  of  iba 
expense  which  bod  grown  up  from  year  la 
year.  He  wished  to  know  why  the  sum  fx 
this  exnenditnre  should  be  greater  in  1BS6  tbsn 
it  was  in  1836.  He  thought  if  the  contingent 
frind  could  supply  this  frtnd  formerly,  it  could 
now  be  drawn  tVom  the  same  source.  H« 
would  also  ask  the  Chdrman  of  the  Committee 
of  Pmance,  on  what  ground  1B,000  dollars  were 
asked  by  the  Becretorj  of  War,  as  a  contingeat 
fund,  and  8,000  for  thto  purpose— thus  swelling 
the  demand  of  the  Department  to  18,000  dol- 
lars.  He  merely  rose  to  ask  for  informadon  on 
these  heads. 

Mr,  WooDBiTBT  said,  tiiat  the  qnestion  wx^ 
whether  the  Senate  would  appropriate  %U^ 
instead  of  $10g000,  without  information  u  to 
the  canse  of  this  increase  of  expenditure. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motina  >» 
strike  out  the  appropriation,  it  was  r^ected._ 

Mr.  Whttb  then  renewed  bis  motiou  tostrito 
ont  "  1,000,"  so  as  to  reduce  the  sum  to  (MO, 
and  the  question  being  taken,  was  decidt^  >" 
the  negative, 

Mr.  CoBB  moved  to  amend  the  1st  aeotioaai 
the  bill,  by  striking  oat  10,000  doWm,  (tlw 
oootingent  tOoA,)  and  insert  8,600  ddlan. 
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Ur.  EiKO  i^  tf  the  gentlemui  from  Georgia 
wonld  withdraw  bis  motion,  he  wonld  moTe  to 
rectmsider  the  rote  on  Btrikiog  out  the  whole 
appropriatioa ;  having  Toted  for  that  motion, 
he  woidd  remar^  that  he  did  it  with  the  hope 
that  a  smaller  aam  would  be  fixed  upon.  That 
nothaving  been  done,  he  chose  rather  to  strike 
out  tlie  wliole,  than  TOte  for  the  sam  of  1,600 

The  motioa  to  reoonnder  waa  repeated. 

Moin>A.T,  March  10. 
Claimt  qf  South  Carolirui, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hatnb,  the  Senate  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
a^joatment  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Sooth 
Oarolina,  agtdost  the  GoTommeat  of  the  United 
States. 

The  report  of  the  Militarj  Committee  on 
that  subject,  having  been  read,  at  the  reqnest 
of  Mr.  Hathk, 

Mr.  Harruo:t  (Chairman  of  the  Committee) 
lirieflj  expltuned  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The 
report  jnat  read,  said  he,  had  ^ne  so  ezten- 
rively  into  the  mbject,  that  it  was  hardlj 
neceBsar^  fbr  him  to  entor  on  it  at  large.  The 
aeconnt  upon  which  the  daXra  of  Bouth  Caro- 
lina was  predicated,  contained  a  grcnt  manj 
items ;  the  principle  of  which,  having  been 
alloired  b;  tne  General  Government,  pnt  tho 
gnbject  of  interest  entirely  at  rest;  there  being 
DO  question  but  that,  on  the  monej  actually 
allowed,  and  paid  to  the  Stat«,  interest  was  jnatlj 
dne.  Tb6  cases  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
who  bad  been  allowed  interest  by  Congress  for 
advances  mode  by  them,  were  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  detail,  though  not  in  principle.  South 
Carolina  hod  entered  into  these  expenses  for  tho 
defence  of  the  conntry,  without  having  any 
previons  bargain  with  tho  General  Govern- 
ment. Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  apon  a  call, 
made  npon  their  patriotism,  borrowed  money 
from  the  Banks,  which  they  expended  in  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  it  was  becanse 
interest  bad  been  paid  by  them,  for  the  snms 
borrowed,  that  interest  was  allowed  them  i 
their  advances. 

The  case  of  Sonth  Carolina  was  nearly  simit 
to  that  of  those  two  States,  She  did  not 
borrow  the  money,  to  be  sure,  which  she 
advanced;  but  she  nod  a  fnud  prodaciui 
interest  at  13  per  cent,  per  annum,  wl 
withont  any  hesitation,  she  appropriated,  wheii 
danger  threatened.  The  committee  were  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  eqnal  justice  ought  to  be 
meted  to  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  which 
bod  been  meted  to  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
the  actual  loss  of  interest  being  the  same,  in 
effect;  as  the  actual  payment  of  interest.  In 
relation  to  another  item  of  the  account,  viz; 
for  cannon-balls  famished  by  the  State,  it  was 
necessary,  under  the  necnlior  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  the  balls  should  be  procured  at 
an  events.  The  General  Government  was 
nnable  to  famish  them,  and  they  were  cast  at 


the  expense  of  the  State.  The  enemy  not 
having  made  the  expected  attack,  they  remained 
UDtil  the  close  of  the  vrar,  and  then  the  Gov- 
ernment refused  to  receive  them,  becanse  they 
had  not  been  mode  of  the  proper  size.  Another 
item  was  fbr  the  transportation  of  baggage, 
which  had  been  r^ected,  because  it  had  been 
'  Hnary  to  allow  no  more  than  eight  wagons 

.  regiment  Withont  their  having  the 
means  uf  ascerttuning  bow  many  wagons  were 
necessary,  in  the  peculiar  case  of  the  State  of 
S.  0.,  whether  eight  or  nine,  the  committee 
coold  see  uo  reason  why  she  should  not  be 
allowed  this  item  as  well  as  fbr  the  cannon-balls, 

I  she  bad  actnally  expended  the  money  in 
both  oases.  He  had  seen  operations  where  40 
wagons  wonld  hardly  be  sufficient  for  a  re^- 
ment.     There  were  some  other  small  item^ 

said  Ur.  H.,  and  one  of  f for  blankets. 

With  regard  to  his  lost,  be  wonld  observe  that 
the  troops  of  the  State  had  been  called  ont  in  s 
very  inclement  season,  and  the  State,  flndins 
that  blankets  were  absolutely  neoessaiy,  had 
famished  them.  The  oommittee,  however,  not 
finding  any  precedent  for  on  allowance  of  thia 
kind,  did  not  think  proper  to  sanction  it. 

Mr.  CBANnLKs  wished  the  State  of  Sonth 
Carolina  to  receive  the  same  justice  which 
had  been  granted  to  other  States,  and  no 
more.  Ha  was  not  well  informed  what  had. 
been  allowed  in  other  cases;  but,  from  what 
he  did  understand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  that 
tho  State  of  S.  C.  had  a  fund  vested  in  bank 
stock,  which,  withont  having  been  called  on  by 
the  United  States,  she  expended  in  her  own 
defence.  He  otyected  to  the  claim  for  pay  of 
the  staif  officers,  as  be  believed  it  had  never 
been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  allow 
pay  to  officers  of  a  State  to  carry  on  its 
own  operations.  With  respect  to  the  charge 
mode  for  cannon-balls,  the  State,  he  said,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an 
attitude  of  defence,  and  was  therefore  perfectly 
right  in  procuring  those  balls.  She  hod  them 
on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  if  they 
did  not  tmswer  the  calibre  of  tho  United  Stales, 
ond  did  that  of  Sonth  Carolina,  she  ought  to 
have  retained  them  for  purnosee  of  her  own 
defence.  As  to  wagons,  he  Believed  the  mla 
had  been  to  allow  them  in  reason.  If  any 
State  hod  been  allowed  as  many  as  Sonth 
Carolina  charged  for,  he  should  not  be  disposed 
to  olyect  to  the  allowance.  Whatever  hod 
been  the  custom,  in  similar  cases,  he  waa 
dbposed  to  accede  to,  in  the  present  one 

Mr.  H41NS  entered  into  the  merits  of  this 
bill :  exhibiting  in  a  clear  and  strong  point  of 
view,  the  justice  of  tho  claim,  which  the  State 
he  represented  in  part  has  npon  the  General 
Govemment  Mr.  H.  showed  that  South 
Carolina  was  in  an  exposed  state,  and  that 
when  the  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coast, 
and  the  General  Government  without  money  or 
arms,  that  she  came  forward  without  asking 
terms,  and  took  the  money  which  she  had  vested 
in  honk,  yielding  her  12  per  cent,  on  ererj 
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dollar,  and  loaned  it  to  the  Federal  Govem- 
tuent.  Ur.  H.  auswered  all  the  several  in- 
quiries and  Buggeations  made  in  relation  to  this 
buBincBSi  Bliowing  tbe  conduct  of  his  State,  as 
at  once  diaintereBted,  patriotic,  and  worthy  of 
imitation. 

Ur.  MoLaitb  said ;  The  Btate  of  Soath  Caroli- 
na was  entitled,  on  every  principle  of  equity  and 
Justice,  to  receive  the  amount  claimed  by  her. 
A  distinotioa  had  been  drawn  between  the 
debts  dne  by  the  United  Statea  to  individoals, 
and  t«  States;  and  to  individuals,  interegt  is 
not  allowed  by  tba  Government  on  the  amount 
foand  to  be  dne  them.  What  Is  tho  principle, 
he  asked,  on  which  interest  is  rcfased  to  indi- 
viduals) It  is  one  to  which  he  could  not  eub- 
Bcribe,  though  the  precedent  bad  become  so 
■troDg  as  not  now  to  be  shaken.  It  is  revised 
to  individualfl,  said  ho,  on  the  principle  that  tho 
Ooverntnent  ia  always  prepared  to  pay  them 
Uieir  J  ast  demands,  and  therettire,  ought  not  to 
be  bound  to  pay  interest  on  money  waiting 
their  disposal. 

But  that  principle  did  not  apply  to  advances 
made  by  States  to  aid  the  public  exigencies  of 
the  country,  when  the  General  Qovernment 
was  unable  to  proride  for  that  particular 
exigency.  The  principle,  said  Mr.  McL.,  has 
already  been  established,  that  States  should  be 
allow^  interest  on  the  advances  made  by 
them  for  the  service  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Here,  then,  was  a  strong  case  of  that 
kind.  Money  hod  actually  been  advanced  by 
tho  &tat«  of  South  Carolina,  for  tho  use  of 
the  Genci-ol  Government.  Wherein,  he  asked, 
did  this  ca.'>«  difTer  from  those  of  the  States  of 
Vir^nia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  New  Yortc,  as  argued  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  t  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  have  performed  those  services  and  made 
those  odvanccB,  made  and  performed  by  those 
States ;  having  neglected  so  to  do,  those  States 
stepped  forward  and  made  the  advances  re- 
quired ;  and  were  paid,  not  only  the  sums  so 
odvonoed  by  them,  but  the  interest  on  the 
money  they  had  borrowed  for  that  purpose. 
Now,  sir,  we  have  adopted  the  principle,  tliat 
wherever  a  State  has  paid  interest  on  such 
advance  mode  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  tho 
advance  raodo;  and  it  is  on  this  principle  that 
the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina  sliould  be  paid  for 
the  toss  incnrred  by  her,  fur  her  loss  has  been 
twelve  per  cent,  interest,  while  she  claims  hut 
sis.  The  fact  of  tho  Slate's  having  advanced 
a  particular  stock  fund,  instead  of  money,  was 
no  argument  to  his  mind,  why  the  interest 
should  not  bo  paid.  Suppose,  said  Mi 
McLanb,  a  State  holds  stock  on  which  she  i 
reccivh>g  interest.  If  she  borrows  money,  on 
holds  her  stock,  it  is  admitted  she  ought  to  bo 
pud  ;  but  if  she  sella  her  stock,  and  advances 
tho  money,  interest  is  refiised  her.  This  was  a 
doctrine  ho  cotild  not  agree  to.  Is  not  tho  lo?9 
of  the  State  the  some,  whether  that  loss  was 
occasioned  by  interest  actually  paid  by  her, 
or  by  the  deprivation  of  Interest  which  ehe 
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was  nctnolly  reoeivingt  If  an  individiud,  said 
Mr.  McL.,  advances  Bank  stock  for  another, 
will  not  the  chancellor  award  him  the  fall 
amount  of  his  lossi  If  he  sells  his  stock,  »iA 
advances  the  money,  is  not  tbe  case  the  samet 
On  every  principle  of  equity  and  justice,  tba 
present  claim  onght  to  be  allowed.  Treat  it 
lU  interest  paid — treat  it  aa  interest  lost — treat 
it  as  a  loss  either  way,  and  he  did  not  see  bow 
payment  could  be  avoided.  In  a  case  of  this 
kind,  he  would  make  complete  and  full  indem- 
nity, and  tbe  Government  never  can,  swd  he, 
place  itself  in  a  stronger  attitnde,  than  to  aay 
to  tboso  States,  who  are  the  first  to  enconnter 
the  shock  of  calamity,  if  yon  will  voluntarily 
step  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  conntry, 
yon  shall  not  be  placed  In  «  worse  si' — ' 


WEDKseBAT,  March  13. 

Barraela  at  New  Oriean*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harbison,  the  biQ  provid- 

tng  for  the  purchase  of  a  Bil«,  for  the  erectJOD 

of  barracks   thereon,  at  New  Orleans,   wsi 

Mr.  Harbisov  explained  the  ol^ect  of  tb« 
bill,  and  read  several  letters  of  the  Qaartemuts- 
ter  General  upon  the  subject.  It  was  proposed 
to  build  barracks  for  four  companies. 

Mr.  Pamhs  nsked  tho  Chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  whether  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  so  loi^  a  force  as  four  companies  at  New 
Orleans.  « 

Mr.  IlARBiBoy  said  that  two  companies  were 
generally  stationed  there,  but  the  number  wai 
now  four.  But,  let  the  number  be  what  it 
might,  the  expediency  of  building  barracks  &a 
et  least  four  companies,  could  sot  be  doubted. 
The  situation  of^New  Orleans  seemed  to  caU 
for  a  large  military  force.  There  were  vast 
nnmbers  of  foreigners  eontinually  in  the  dty; 
great  tiDmbers  of  islanders,  among  whom  were 
a  lawless  banditti,  sailors  and  negroes,  re^ed 
in,  or  resorted  to,  the  city,  and  endangered  the 
property  of  its  inhabitants— while  a  greater 
quantity  of  property  depouted  by  other  indi- 
viduals than  citizens,  than  in  any  other  place 
in  the  Union,  was  always  jeopardized,  unlcai 
secured  by  some  adequate  means. 

Mr.  JonKBTOK,  of  LonisianaL,  said  that  the 
amount  of  force  was  always  according  to  the 
exigency  of  the  time,  and  four  companies  mi^t 
generally  be  required  at  New  Orleans,  Ei^t 
companies  were  craisidered  by  the  Commander^ 
in-Chief  as  necessary  to  he  stationed  at  tbit 
post.  Four  only  were  quartered  in  the  city, 
and  the  four  others  across  the  lake,  in  a  moM 
healthy  portion.  Ho  thought  it  needless  for 
Congress  to  interfere  in  the  details  of  measurw 
taken  by  the  Department.  If  the  "War  De- 
partment stationed  tho  troops  as  it  jnd^ed  best, 
it  was  not  requisite  for  Congress  to  interfere 
Tliere  was  no  force  on  the  coast,  for  three  tf 
four  hundred  miles,  and  tfacae  troops  vtn 
always  ready  to  be  det^ed  to  any  qoMrttr 
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where  thej  inl^ht  be  needed.    It  was  a  central 


was,  also,  the  most  exposed  ntnation  in  the 
oonntrj.  There  were  mwajs  abont  4,000  aail- 
ttn  in  the  harbor,  and  generally  tbreo  hundred 
■qnare-ri^ed  vesads.  Besides  these,  there 
vara  always  a  great  nmnber  of  Ecntacky  boats 
at  the  wharves,  and  ^lousands  of  piratas  and 
Ttnegsdoes  trom  the  fflonda  resorted  there.  It 
wai  within  a  short  time  that  the  papers  were 
filled  with  accounts  of  attemnta  to  fire  the  oitj, 
and  not  only  the  whole  police  was  called  to 
■c^  but  a  military  goard  ^os  considered  neces- 
sary in  every  square.  Thoy  had  already  seen 
an  attempt,  at  a  former  period,  at  an  insnrreo- 
tion  by  the  numerous  black  population.  All 
theae  oonaiderations,  with  that  of  the  safety  of 
pnbUc  property,  mode  it  necessary  to  station 
four  companies  at  New  Orleans.  The  Govern- 
ment would  lose  noUiing  by  the  erection  of  the 
barracks,  as  the  gronnd  on  which  the  former 
baildingg  stood,  sold  for  double  the  amount 
which  the  proposed  build  logs  would  cost. 

Mr.  BiNTON  said  that  our  army  consisted  of 
6,000  men,  who  most  be  stationed  somewhere. 
Wherever  they  were  posted  thej  must  be  shel- 
tered, and  he  thought  the  unhealtbtness  of  the 
elimate  at  Now  Orleans  was  on  additional  argu- 
ment in  f&vor  of  this  bill.  Biperience  had 
shown  Uiat  the  erection  of  barracks  was  econ- 
omy, when  compared  to  the  expense  of  hiring 
bnildbgs.  The  latter  hod  been  practised  at  St. 
Looia,  and  had  been  found  to  be  very  ezpen- 
nve,  as  well  as  inconvenient.  ]t  was  well 
known  that  troons  onght  to  be  kept  at  a  dis- 
tance, instead  of  being  mixed  np  with  the  pop- 
nlation  of  a  town.  Barracks  had  been  erected 
it  8L  Loois,  and  the  same  provision  was  now 
asked  for  at  New  Orleans.  It  was  not  for  the 
Benate  now  to  inqnire  whether  the  troops  were 
properly  stationed— that  duty  belonged  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  If  he  chose 
to  station  four  companies  at  New  Orieans,  Con- 
gress could  not  do  less  than  provide  barracks 
to  shelter  them.  He  considered  it  settled  aa 
a  part  of  the  policy  of  the  country,  that 
troops  shonid  be  stationed  at  New  Orleans. 
On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  several  years 
•inee,  the  Government  was  petittoned  not  to 
leave  the  city  destitute  of  defence;  and  the 
reasons  given  were  then  satisfactory  to  hb 
mind  that  a  considerable  permanent  force  was 
required  at  that  point.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  this  was  acknowl- 
edged to  be  one  of  the  most  defencelesa,  and 
the  most  exposed  to  contingencies  which  might 
call  for  the  presence  of  military  force.  There 
was  no  proposition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned at  New  Orleans ;  bat  to  erect  suitable 
buildings  for  those  already  posted  there.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  appropriation,  as  necessary 
for  the  aafcty  of  the  city,  and  as  a  matter  of 
permanent  economy. 


Mr.  JotmsTos,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that^ 
whether  tlits  biU  pa'wed  or  not,  it  would  not 
affect  the  disposition  of  the  United  States 
troops.  They  had  been  stationed  there  for  the 
last  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  r^ectcd  the 
officers  and  soldiers  would  be  kept,  as  they 
now  were,  in  different  ports  of  the  city,  very 
inconveniently  di^>erscd  from  each  other.  Bfr- 
sides,  if  this  appropriation  was  ref^ised,  tba 
soldiers  would  be  exposed  to  the  yellow  fever, 
by  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gentleman 
firom  Uoine  hod  fallen  into  a  great  error,  in 
supposing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Gov- 
ernment to  withdraw  the  troops  when  the  bar- 
racks were  sold.  The  sale  was  made  at  thg 
application  of  the  citizens — as  the  barracks 
occupied  a  part  of  the  city  which  was  con- 
venient for  business ;  while,  higher  up  the 
river,  vessels  oouid  not  come  in  on  account  of 
the  immense  batteries  which  defended  the  land 
from  the  Mississippi.  It  was  supposed  that  tha 
sole  wonld  produce  a  sufficient  sum  to  build 
barracks  iu  some  other  part  of  the  city,  leat 
valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  There  was 
another  consideration  in  favor  of  erecting  bar- 
racks capable  of  quartering  four  companies  at 
least.  In  case  oi  actual  service,  they  would 
not  be  more  than  snflident  to  serve  as  a  hoa- 
pital  fur  the  sick.  He  had  seen  a  hospital  in 
New  Orleans,  cuntaiutng  SOO  sick,  chiefly  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  militia.  Another  error 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Pahbu) 
had  fallen  into,  was  the  supposition  that  the 
troops  might  be  stationed  m  the  forts.  The 
forts  were  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  communi- 
cation with  the  city ;  hence  the  soldiers,  in- 
tended for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  city, 
wouldbeof  noservicethere.  He  could  not  doubt 
that  the  various  conuderatioos  in  favor  of  this 
bill  would  ensmv  a  favorable  decision  upon  it 

Mr.  Hasbiso:(  moved  to  fill  the  blank  witb 
8T,908  dollars;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Th«  Senate  resmned  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill,  providing  for  certain  surviving  offiows  of 
the  BerolntionaiT  army ;  the  motion  by  Ur. 
Hathb,  of  South  Carolina,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  1800,000,  pending. 

Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army  claimed  the  perform- 
ance of  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  lUe — mode 
to  them  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  Octo- 
ber 81, 1780.  They  contended  that  this  prom- 
ise was  performed  only  in  part  by  the  comma-  . 
tation  of  five  years'  full  pay,  which  was  snhse- 
qaentiy  given  them  os  an  equivalent  fur  their 
half  pay  for  lifb ;  and  they  now  ask  a  second 
commutation  to  make  np  the  alleged  deficiency 
in  the  first.  The  committee  to  whom  this  sub- 
ject was  referred,  has  mode  a  report  in  con- 
formity to  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  This 
report  alleges  that  the  commutation  of  five 
years'  fnll  pay  given-  to  these  officers  aa  oa 
eqniralent  for  their  half  pay,  was  not  an  ada? 
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quote  oompengatioD  for  it;  and  tbat  there  is 
now  dne  to  them  a  sum  equal  to  two  years'  full 
pay.  This  bill  makes  provisioa  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  Hnm.  Ii  the  view  which  tlie 
Cfimmittec  has  taken  of  this  subject  be  correct, 
the  cldm  of  these  officers  is  just,  and  ooghl  to 
be  paid.  But  I  cftDDot  yiela  mj  assent  to  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  on  which  the  commit- 
tee have  foanded  their  opinions,  or  to  the  Ju^ 
ness  of  the  conclnsions  which  thej  have  drawn 
trom  those  facts.  It  is  the  object  of  the  few 
remarks  which  I  am  about  to  make,  to  state 
the  reasons  which  have  brought  me  to  a  resnlt 
on  this  question,  directly  the  rejrerse  of  that  to 
which  the  committee  have  arrived.  The  offi- 
cers admit,  that  in  consequence  of  an  Mplico- 
tion  from  them,  Congress  \a  1TB8  offered  them 
five  years'  full  pay  as  a  comsmtation  for  their' 
half  pay  for  life — thot  they  accepted  this  offer, 
received  the  obligations  of  the  Government  for 
it;  and  that  those  obligations  have  been  since 
paid.  But  they  contend  that  the  acceptance 
and  payment  of  this  commutation  did  not  dis- 
charge the  GoTemment  from  its  promise,  be- 
oanse,  as  they  allege,  they  did  not  voluntarily 
accept  this  commutation,  and  that  it  was  not 
an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  life.  A 
snfflcient  attention  to  the  facts  will  show  thot 
both  these  as.iertions  of  the  officers  which  have 
been  adopted  by  the  committee,  are  tmfounded. 
The  direct  evidence  of  a  volantary  acceptance 
of  the  commutation  by  the  officers,  is  of  the 
most  conclusive  character.  The  officers  so- 
licited a  commutation  for  their  half  pay. 
When  five  years'  full  pay  was  offered  them  as 
a  commutation,  they  accepted  it.  This  direct 
evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance,  (and  no 
evidence  conld  be  more  conclusive,)  is  carro1> 
omted  by  indirect  evidence  deserving  much 
eonsideration.  The  application  to  Congress  for 
a  commutation,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  commnt^on  offered,  was  undoubtedly 
known  to  every  officer  in  the  army.  It  was  a 
snbject  of  great  interest  to  all,  and  must  have 
been  a  subject  of  general  conversation  among 
them.  It  is  impoBBible  to  believe,  that,  if  any 
considerable  number  of  the  officers  were  dis- 
satisfied witit  the  commntation  offered,  tlicy 
would  not  have  remonstrated  against  it;  and 

S laced  on  the  records  of  Congress  some  evi- 
ence  of  their  belief  that  imustico  was  done 
them,  as  a  foundation  for  a  future  application 
for  redress.  There  is  no  evidence,  nor  even  a 
traditionary  mmor,  that  any  of  the  officers  were 
diasatisfiedwiththecommntation  given  them.  It 
seems  to  have  been  at  the  time  so  entirely  sat- 
isfactory thot  not  a  single  murmur  of  dissatis- 
faction was  heard.  For  the  next  twenty-seven 
Joars,  no  complaint  was  heard  from  any  one  of 
tills  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  officers, 
who  had  accepted  this  commutation,  that  it 
was  not  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  half  pay,  or 
that  their  acceptance  of  it  was  not  voluntary. 
On  what  known  prindnle  of  human  action  are 
we  to  account  for  this  long  silence,  and  tho  de- 
lay of  these  officers  in  asserting  their  claims,  if 
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they  had  believed  them  to  be  well  fbnndEdt 
I  can  find  no  satisfactory  reason  cooisistent  wiA 
the  justice  of  their  claims.  Dnring  all  thii 
time,  this  Government  was  admiiiistered  bj 
thur  warmest  friends,  by  their  compatriots  in 
tbe  revolutionary  struggle ;  by  men  whom  they 
well  knew  would  readily  listen  to  their  com- 
plunta,  and  promptly  redress  their  iDJuiin. 
These  circumstances  est^Iish  the  f«ct,-tlut  ths 
acceptance  of  the  comiAtaticui  of  five  yearf 
full  pay  as  an  equivalent  for  the  half  pay  fcr 
life,  was  not  only  volnntar?,  but  satiebeterj, 
beyond-any  reasonable  donbt.  It  has  been  sod 
that  the  acceptance  of  this  commutation 'by  the 
officers,  could  not  be  regarded  aa  a  free  and 
voluntary  act,  because  Congress  required  only 
the  assent  of  a  m^ority  of  the  several  State 
Imes  of  the  army.  And  it  seems  to  be  inferred 
tliat  Congress  intended  by  this  means  to  com- 
pel the  younger  officers  to  accept  as  a  commu- 
tation for  their  half  pay,  what  was  Dot  in  vihw 
an  equivalent  for  it.  This  is  a  very  weighty 
charge  agunst  a  body  of  men  whom  we  hate 
been  accustomed  to  revere  as  amongst  ths 
wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  conducted  th« 
great  interests  of  our  country.  The  charge,  if 
well  founded,  must  consign  their  names  to  in- 
famy. But  it  is  not  well  founded.  They  sie 
not  justly  liable  to  this  imputation.  Their  mo- 
tives, in  relation  to  this  offer  of  a  cotnmutatiaa 
for  half  pay  to  the  Revolutionary  officers,  wo* 
fur,  ana  their  conduct  just  and  honoraUe. 
The  unwortliy  suspicions  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, must  have  arisen  from  a  mi(«ppreh<a- 
sion  of  the  motives  which  induced  Congress  to 
require  the  assent  of  the  officers  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  commutation  offered  by  m^joritiH 
of  their  respective  lines.  The  circurostanca 
disclose  satisfiictorily  what  these  motives  wete. 
Tbe  officers  had  solicited  a  commutation  or 
payment  of  a  ^sa  enm  in  exchange  for  tbe 
bolf  pay  for  life,  which  bad  been  promised 
them.  Congress  woa  wiillng  to  yield  to  their 
solicitations,  but  it  was  found  difficult  to  efieet 
tills  object,  without  esposiog  the  one  party  or 
tbe  other  to  Injustice,  The  value  of  the  half 
pay  of  no  two  of  the  officers  was  the  aamt; 
and  it  was  impracticable  to  apportion  the  com- 
mutation to  each  individual  case.  The  oScen 
as  well  as  Congress,  were  satisfied  that  a  com- 
inutotion  could  be  effected  only  by  fixing  upon 
an  average  value  of  the  half  pay  of  all  the  offi- 
cers. This  would  secnre  tlie  officers,  as  «  bodf, 
against  injustice,  but  it  would  not  secure  the 
'Government ;  because  if  Congress  offered  tbis 
average  value  as  a  commutation,  without  ao 
assurance  that  a  considerable  portion  of  ihe 
officers  would  accept  it,  it  might  happen  thst 
only  the  old  officers,  or  those  whose  constitii- 
tious  were  broken  by  diseases  or  wound^ 
would  accept  it.  These  persons  would  have 
received  a  commutation  far  beyond  what,  in 
justice,  they  were  entitled  to.  To  guard  against 
this  injustice  to  the  public.  Congress  said  to  tbe 
officers,  We  will  give  you  five  years'  full  wy, 
a  fiur  average  value  of  yoor  half  pay  for  lif^  if 
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•o  ooii9id«rabl«  a  portion  of  7011  wUl  oonsent  to 
accept  it  as  will  afford  t  reasonable  Mmirance 
that  no  conaidorable  injnsttoe  will  reanlt  to  the 
ptblte  from  OUT  offer.  This  waa  the  ode  mo- 
tive which  indncad  OoDgreaa  to  annex  to  their 
offer  tlie  condition  that  the  officers  should  de- 
cide npon  the  sooeptance  of  the  commntation, 
'by  m^orities  in  their  respective  lines.  The 
condition  on  which  the  offer  was  made,  waa 
Jtiat  and  reaaonahle.  Ita  object  was  to  guard 
against  ii^nstioe,  and  not  to  do  injustice.  No 
possible  iqjDstioe  oonld  result  to  the  officers 
trom  this  oonditiotL  It  impaired  none  of  the 
rights  of  the  minority  who  shonid  not  see  tit 
to  accept  the  oommatation.  It  waa  not  compul- 
sory, nor  did  it  impose  either  forfeiture  or  pen- 
sltf  npon  those  who  shonlil  r^ect  the  offer. 
Their  promise  of  half  pay  for  life  remained 
equallj  obligatory  npon  the  Goverament  as  be- 
fore; and  C^nsress  remained  iKmnd  to  profide, 
and  nndoabtedlT  would  have  provided  for  its 
paymeat.  All  the  evidence  we  have  on  this 
sntject,  leads  to  the  concladon  that  the  officers 
accepted  the  oommntation,  not  beoanse  they 
were  oompdled  to  accept  it,  bat  because  they 
believed  it  to  be  an  advantage  to  them.  This 
is  evident  from  the  admitted  Eact  that  they 
readily  and  generally,  if  not  nnanimooBly,  ac- 
cepted it.  "Ibe  committee  tells  us  that  m^ori- 
ties  in  the  lines  of  nine  States  accepted  the 
commutation.  How  large  those  mi^oriUes 
were,  does  not  appear ;  that  they  incluued  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  officers,  is  fairly  presumable 
from  the  consideratioD  that  all  did  actually  ac- 
cept the  commutation ;  and  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  any  objections  were  made  to  its 
BCeeptanee.  The  officers  of  the  fonr  remaining 
States  never  acted  by  lines  on  the  question  of 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation.  They 
acted  individually  on  this  question,  and  every 
one  of  them,  the  yonng  as  well  as  the  old,  with 
the  knowledge  that  they  were  at  liberty,  each 
one  for  himself,  to  accept  or  reject  the  commu- 
tation, did  accept  it.  Oan  evidence  of  a  volun- 
tary aooeptanoe  of  tbo  commutation,  more  oon- 
clnsive  than  this,  be  offered  ?  It  is  believed  to 
be  impossible.  Tet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  evi- 
dence of  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  the  com- 
mutation of  five  Tears'  fol!  pay,  in  exchange 
for  half  pay  for  life,  by  at  least  more  than 
three-fourths,  if  not  all  these  officers,  this  bill 
provides  a  second  commutation  for  all  the  rev- 
olutionary offlcerB,  without  discrimination.  I 
shonId  be  glad  to  know  of  tho  advocates  of  this 
bill,  on  what  principle  )t  is  that  those  officers 
who  solicited  the  commntation  for  their  half 
pay,  who  voluntanly  and  iudividuslly,  each 
~lU  acting  for  himself,  accepted  it,  believing  it 


cannot  be  on  the  ground  either  of  legal 
equitable  obligation,  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  mnch  sud.  It  has  been  said,  that  although 
circumstances  Induced  the  officers  to  receive 
this  commntation  voluntarily,  yet  if  it  was  not 
an  eqnivaleiit  for  the  half  pay  yielded  up  in  ex- 


change for  it,  the  Government  remains  under 
on  equitable  obligation  to  give  them  an  addi- 
tional commutation  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 
'  Mr.  WooDBiTBT  said,  that  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  to  the  honorable  ol^jeots  of  this 
bill,  would  Justi^r  him  in  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  objections  offered  against  it.  But  so  long 
bad  the  debate  been  protracted,  he  should  have 
refrmned  from  those  remarks  entirely,  had  not 
the  speech  of  his  colleagne  this  morning  con- 
vinced him,  that  some  of  the  opposera  of  the 
measure  acted  under  a  total  misapprehension  as 
to  a  few  of  the  material  facts.  The  priociples 
which  should  govern  the  measure,  might  well 
be  presumed  alike  familiar  to  all ;  but  the  par- 
ticular facts  of  the  case  surely  ought  to  be  bet- 
ter known  to  those,  whose  particular  duty  it 
had  been  to  make  a  critical  examination  of  them. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Ifr. 
Uaoon)  had  urged  much,  as  an  objection  to  the 

SBssage  of  this  bill,  that  the  oommitt>ee  themselves 
isagreed  concerning  the  grounds  on  which  ita 
meritsrested.  While  in  truth,  the  only  reel  differ- 
ence among  them  had  been,  that  one  member 
dweltmore  strongly  on  one  reason,  and  another 
more  stron^y  on  another  reason  for  its  adoption: 
But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of 
himself,  or  his  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Ur. 
fiiRBiBs,)  in  advocating  the  claim  on  strict 
common  law  principles,  to  admit  that  it  conld 
not  be  supported  also  on  prlnciplee  the  most 
liberal  and  eauitahle ;  while  it  was  equally  far, 
as  he  bclieveo,  ftom  the  views  of  the  other  mem- 
hers  of  the  committee,  (Ur.  Yak  Bdken  and 
Ur.  H&BBisoN,)  who  had  so  eloquently  pressed 
tho  mere  equity  of  the  claim,  to  admit  that  It 
was  not  also  wdl  based  on  stnct  common  law 
prindples.  On  tho  contrary,  if  a  radical  difi^r- 
enoe  had  existed  between  them,  it  wonid  still 
leave  the  measure  as  free  fhim  objection  on 
that  account  as  was  left  the  opposition  to  it. 
For  one  gentleman  formerly,  Qir.  Macok,)  and 
indeed,  another  to-day,  (Ur.  ubll.)  had  indst- 
ed  on  the  statute  of  limitations  in  bar  of  the 
claim,  while  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Ur. 
Tyler)  properly  and  gallanUy  said  ho  should 
scorn  to  take  advantage  of  that  statute.  Again, 
the  la'st  gentleman  had  insisted,  that  the  com- 
mutation act  was  legally  binding  and  comnnl- 
soryon  the  minority  as  well  as  minority ;  wnile 
my  colleague  to-day  frankly  acknowledges, 
that  it  was  binding  on  nobody  who  did  not 
individnally  and  freely  assent  to  its  provisions, 
Tho  difference  between  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  is  thereforo  essential,  while  that  between 
its  friends  is  merely  nominal. 

Another  mistake  in  fact  has  been  ui^ed  from 
one  or  two  quarters  against  the  bill,  namely, 
that  a  suit  at  law  conld  not  be  sustained  on  the 
claim,  and  hence,  it  ought  not  to  find  favor. 
But  does  any  claim  ever  come  here,  on  which 
such  a  suit  conld  be  sustained  t  The  chief  rea- 
son that  induces  every  private  claimant  to  pre- 
sent his  petition  to  Congress,  is  that  he  conld 
not  obtain  redress  in  the  courts  of  law ;  and  if 
claimant  was  to  be  listened  to  hwe,  wlw 


;    COCH^IC 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THB 


■Bwnt^— 1  <ifun. 


contd  not  Bncceed  at  Iftw,  we  might  sve«p  off, 
tA  one  blow,  onr  whole  docket  of  r>rivat«  mUb. 
A^in,  it  has  been  asked,  whj"  dul  not  these 
petitiooers  go  to  the  Departments  to  liare  their 
claims  andited  and  allowed,  if  thej  vn  valid  t 
I  reply,  as  before,  if  nobodj  is  to  be  relieved 
here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of  the  De- 
partments, at  once  mb  tbe  sponge  over  aU  pri- 
vate applioftf  ions ;  becanse  the  very  reason  for 
tbeir  appearance  here,  is  that,  by  omissions  in 
the  existing  laws,  or  donbta  of  tlie  accounting 
officers,  redresB  cannot  be  obtained  at  an;  <^ 
the  Departments.  If  oli^ectiona  like  these  are 
to  avail  ag^nat  the  petition  now  nnder  connd- 


Oarolino,  let  all  be  directed  to  "  eat  oat  of  one 
apoon."  Why  did  we  not  say  to  the  merohanta 
in  A.  D.  1816,  whose  bonds  were  remitted,  Go 
te  yonr  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  of  the  De- 
partments t  Why  not  say  the  some  to  the  pnr- 
chaecrs  of  public  luids  so  liberally  relieved  a 
few  years  ago  t 

The  annuity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  an 
entitled  to  fall  confidence,  and  furnish  snfflcient 
certainty  for  moneyed  calcuIationB  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  common  life.  Thejdonot  rest  on 
GOnJectnreB,  but  oa  long  and  patient  observation 
and  on  records.  (See  &b  Quart.  Rev.  4th  page.) 

I  have  a  table  before  me,  where  of  ten  tlion- 
aand  persons  bom  on  a  given  day,  so  far  from 
all  being  Bwept  away  in  Eeven  years,  or  even  in 
fourteen,  (the  time  supposed  by  the  other  gen- 
tleman,) over  one-lialf  of  the  nnmbor  are  cdivif 
after  thirty  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  after 
thirty  years  of  age,  instead  of  all  disappearing 
after  seven  or  fourteen  years,  one-half  of  them 
are  alive  after  thirty-two  years.  The  table  is 
formed  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of  that  char- 
acter will  1  show  our  own  to  be,  notwithstand- 
ing the  argument  to  the  contrary  to-day. 

The  hypothesis  of  the  committee,  that  tbe 
average  ace  of  tbe  officera  in  A,  D.  1788,  did 
not  exceed  thirty,  was  not  assumed  hastily,  as 
intimated :  it  was  not  adopted  without  fail  in- 
quiry, and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
COTumittees  of  the  other  House.  Taking  that 
then  as  a  fact  sufficiently  well  established  for  this 
purpose,  the  committco  have  not  soid,  as  my 
coUeagne  through  mistake  snpposes,  that  tbe 
officers  would  live  only  fourteen  years.  They 
merely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  ^hort«Bt 
term ;  but  their  whole  calcnlatiocs  and  argu- 
ments he  would  see,  had  he  examined  them 
with  bis  nsDol  core,  are  grounded  on  the  posi- 
tion, that  they  were  likely  to  live  ftwn  BS  to 
84  years.  The  committ«e,  in  coming  to  that 
result,  do  not  say  that  they  adopt  implicitly  the 
tables  of  Dr.  Price,  or  do  they  even  refer  to 
him  at  all  in  their  report.  But  two  former 
committees  in  the  other  House,  have  taken  hla 
tables  as  their  basis,  and  making  proper  ailow- 
ances,  have  oome  to  the  same  conclusion  with 
ourselves.  We  have  resorted  not  only  to  him, 
but  eepedally  to  Milne  on  Annuities,  which  is 
now  before  me,  and  from  which  I  have  before 


read.  ]  will  take  the  liberty  agidn  to  read, 
and  fWmi  his  calculations  to  repeal,  that  the 
data  given  by  the  committee  are  correct  [Mr. 
W.  here  read  fh>m  Milne's  tables.]  Tbesa 
tables  of  courve  differ  some  yean,  as  do  those 
of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  they  are  made  in 
different  latitndes ;  in  large  towns  or  tbe  coxm- 
try,  and  within  the  last  6D  years  or  btfore,  on 
account  of  the  introduction  of  Teccination,  tbe 
improvements  in  education,  and  numerous  oth- 
er causes  which  reading  aod  observaticHi  will 
suggest  A  di^t  diff^eiie&  when  kept  as  to 
the  different  sexes,  prevails  likewise  in  all  of 
these.— (S  Hilne  Apx.  766.) 

Bnt  take  the  healthiest  places  in  Ennme, 
where  these  tables  have  b^n  formed  dnnnr 
the  last  half  century,  and  the  probable  duia- 
tion  of  life  at  84  years  of  age  is  each,  that  an 
annuity  for  it,  would  not  differ  beyond  a  small 
fraction  from  14  yeara'  purchase.  The  tablei 
at  Carlisle  are  of  this  character.  Not  as  many 
gentlemen,  with  a  alight  attention  to  tbe  sub- 
ject have  supposed,  that  a  person  of  that  age 
would  live  only  14  years;  but  probably  live 
about  84  years ;  and  hence  his  annnity  for  tliat 
time  be  worth  now  in  a  gross  sum  14  times  its 
amount  Can  my  colleague  seriously  contend, 
that  the  committee  have  erred  in  suppoeing  tfae 
healthiness  of  the  (wimtry  not  equal  to  tut  ctf 
Europe,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  peopte 

i  well  known  not  to  be  so  well  tei,  sheltered 

clothed  f  Or  that  repubiicon  institutions  are 
leas  favorable  to  long  life  than  monarchies  f 
Or  con  he  seriously  contend,  that  these  officers 
at  thirty  yeara  of  age  were  less  likely  to  live  long, 
thanpersonswhohadbeenincivillifet  In  reply, 
should  1  conjecture  merely  withoutauy  examina- 
tion of  this  point,  the  coneluEion  would  be  rather 
more  obvious  and  natural,  that  persooH.  hardened 
by  exposure  and  severe  exertion,  wnuld  afto^ 
words  live  longer  than  persons  in  ordinary  ttfe. 

But  without  any  claim  on  my  part  to  nnoaul 
accuracy  or  deep  science  in  these  subjects,  tbe 
committee  have  not  rested  their  inferences  on 
mere  coigecture :  they  have  not,  I  bdieve, 
adopted  a  basis  "  utterly  improbable ;"  nor  are 
they  persons  whose  habits  have  led  them  in 
their  official  duties  to  "  assume  essential  facts," 
without  evidence.  The  invalid  pension  roll  of 
the  T^nited  States  in  A.  D.  1625,  consisted  of 
8,690,  and  exhibited  only  fifty-eight  deaths. 
In  A.  D.  18S6,  of  8,80&,  and  exhibited  <mly 
forty-eight  deaths.  This  averages  about  1  in 
70,  and  is  among  a  da^  of  tiersons,  not,  it  is 
believed,  less  than  80  years  old  on  an  average ; 
and  of  whom  oil  have  seen  service  and  experi- 
enced bodily  injuries.  Yet  it  shows  greater 
health  than  the  healthiest  tables,  in  either  Price 
or  Milne  in  Europe.  Again,  of  the  revoIntiMi- 
ary  soldiers  on  the  continental  line,  who  are 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  more  than  12,000 
survive,  after  the  lapse  of  44  yeara  nnoe  the 
peace.  Thus,  instead  of  the  whole  having 
been  swept  away  in  7,  or  even  14  years,  thb 
large  num  oor  remains  after  more  than  tix  times 
T  years.    Even  of  thete,  aged  and  deore^  » 
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thay  Ktn,  only  about  one  in  8S  dies  annnaUr, 
wbicb  is  a  le»  mortalitj  than  the  avenge  Brit- 
ish Htandatd  half  a  ceotory  a^,  of  one  In  28  of 
her  whole  popnlatioo.  Agam,  the  gentieman 
who  last  addressed  the  Senate,  (Mi.  Bau^)  con- 
tends that  if  this  coontiy  were  as  healthy  aa 
Eo^Iand,  and  the  officers  aa  healthy  as  common 
citizens  of*  their  age,  SOO,  inatead  of  880, 
ehoald  now  be  alive.  This  is  another  Hlnatra- 
tion  of  the  mist^ea,  sttanding  donbtless  on 
haste  and  partial  examination,  and  not  on  any 
personal  pr^odioe  or  oensnnUe  motives.  The 
officers  in  A  D.  173S,  are,  to  be  sore,  snppoeed 
to  have  been,  on  an  average,  80  years  of  age ; 
and  it  may  be,  that  if  afl  were  in  tnitb  no 
more  than  80  years  old  at  that  tune,  between 
400  and  500  would  or  ahoold  now  soTvire. 
Indeed,  more  tikan  930  ma^  be  alive  at  this 
time,  thongh  no  more  have  been  ascertained. 
Bat  the  gentleman  forgets  that  a  considerable 
nnmber  of  them  were  in  fact  over  80 ;  not  a 
few  40,  GO,  and  60,  and  overlooks  entirely,  that 
the  mortality  in  44  years,  among  those  40  years 
old  and  npwards,  woald  be  nearly  double  more 
than  the  gain  in  life  as  to  the  numerons  officers 
"who  were  less  than  80  years  old. 

In  this  great  lapso  of  time,  more  than  ntne- 
teen-twentieths  of  those  only  40  rears  old,  and 
the  whole,  save  one  or  two  of  those  over  40, 
wonld  have  passed  the  allotted  age  of  man, 
and  be  alh^ther  swept  from  existence ;  while 
only  abont  three-fourths  of  those  exactly  80 
years  old  would  have  died,  and  nearly  as  many 
of  those  21  or  25  years  old  would  have  died  as 
those  30  yeois  old.  Hence  the  average  sges, 
thongh  a  correct  enongli  guide  aa  to  life  in 
▼aluiOK  half  j>ay,  only  too  onfavorable  to  these 
iodividnal  ^titionera,  b  manifestly  erroneoos 
in  ascertaimng  how  many  survive,  when  44,  in- 
Btead  of  84  years,  has  el^>sed,  and  when  not  a 

Kiportitm,  but  all  of  those  over  a  certain  age, 
ve  prolxibly  perished. 

To  retam  to  the  oomparotive  healthiness  of 
all  our  popnlatiOQ  in  this  country,  where  tables 
or  bills  of^  mortality  hare  been  Icept :  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  manifeetly  much  fewer  than 
in  the  same  population  in  Sngland.  A  paper 
by  Dr.  Barton,  in  the  8d  vol.  Philo.  Trans.,  42d 
page,  demonstrates  that  in  Philadelphia  the 
deaths  were  often  only  1  in  46 ;  and  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  1  in  4? ;  while  in  this  city,  I  hare  the 
data  before  me,  showing,  that  for  the  last  six 
years  tbey  have  averaged  not  1  in  49.  In  the 
Btate  of  New  York  oompntations  have  been 
made  with  some  degree  of  accuracy,  that  the 
deaths  do  not  average  over  1  in  73 ;  and  I  have 
known  many  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
they  have  been  for  many  years  less  than  1  in  80. 

The  vote  bring  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hay:^^,  to  fill  the  blank  with  $800,000,  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  SmTH,  of  Jibryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  9600,000. 

This  question  was  also  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Eaton,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

TOL.EL— S« 


HoKDAT,  March  17. 
Prevention  <(f  Detertion, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbiboh,  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent desertion  in  the  Army,  and  for  other  pu^ 
poses,  was  taken  up — an  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  aa  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  ori^nal  bill,  being  under  cwisid- 
eratjon. 


pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
was  absolutely  necessary,  as  had  been  demon- 
strated by  the  great  number  of  desertions  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  army  for  several  yeara. 
The  additional  pay  of  the  soldiers  was  grad* 
nated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  prove  an  induce* 
meat  for  them  to  remain  in  the  service ;  and  it 
was  found,  by  far  the  greater  nnmber  of  those 
who  deserted,  were  among  the  newly  enlisted. 
This  additional  pay  was  also  to  remain  in  tha 
hands  of  the  Oovemment,  ontil  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  for  which  they  enlisted,  as  a  pledge 
for  their  good  condnot.  The  bill  for  which 
this  was  a  substitute,  was  thought  liable  to  ob- 
jection on  aoconnt  of  the  increase  of  eipen- 
ditare  which  it  would  require.  Bnt  no  such 
ol^eotion  could  Iw  found  with  this,  as  the  ad- 
ditional  expenditure  would  not  require  a  sum 
eqoal  to  that  lost  yearly  by  dAertions.  The 
average  loss  by  the  present  habit  of  desertion 
was  upwards  of  63,000  dollars.  The  increase 
of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bill  is  67,000  dol- 
lars. Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  shonld  have 
been  effected,  $6,000  would  be  saved.  There 
were  two  instances  within  the  knoifle^e  of 
the  committee  of  individuals  who  had  enfisted 
five  tiraea  within  1826  and  '6,  in  order  to  ob- 
the  bounty  money.  By  the  arrangement 
proposed,  the  soldier  wonld  have,  at  .the 
end  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  This  was  considered  a  great 
inducement  to  honest  respectable  young  men 
to  join  the  army,  and  would  have  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  privates.  As  to 
the  non-commisnoned  officers,  he  haJd,  on  a 
former  occasion,  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
»  worse  paid  iu  onr  army,  than  in  any  at 
armies  in  the  Enropean  nations,  from  whom 
borrowed  our  nulitary  system.  In  th« 
French  service  there  was  an  intermediate  offi- 
cer between  the  commisuoned  and  non-com- 
missioned officerfL  known  as  an  a^ntant  snb- 
officer,  who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  sei^ant 
and  who  were  respectively  paid.  Indeed,  -all 
the  non-commissioned  officers  were  far  better 
paid  than  ours.  Comparing  the  pay  of  onr 
officers  with  those  in  the  Enslish  service,  it  waa 
much  in  ihvor  of  the  English.  -  Besides,  ser- 
geants could  be  promoted ;  and  in  the  Fenio- 
solar  war,  that  great  warrior,  Lord  Wellington, 
had  two  officers  in  each  company,  called  cotor- 
sergeants,  who  were  well  paid,  and  the  office 
was  considered  so  desirabl&  that  it  was  mnch 
songht  after.  It  was  true,  the  present  bill  pro- 
posed no  sooh  arrangement;  bet  it  wbs  thoo^t 
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that,  by  increaHiog  the  pay,  respectable  men 
would  be  willing  to  enter  the  army.  The  fifth 
MctioD  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new  prinoiple  in 
oor  amiy ;  and  the  reasona  for  it  he  wonld 
briefly  state.  Several  of  our  enbordinBte  posts 
were  situated  at  a  great  diatanoe  from  the  com- 
nandine  officer.  Tbo  eooaeqnence  woa,  that, 
often,  when  a  aoldier  had  been  Kuilty  of  aome 
tririat offence,  be  waa necewarilyxept  in  prison 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  until  a  Court  Martial 
could  be  ooDvened,  or  he  conld  be  sent  to  a 
diHtanw  to  be  tried.  It  was,  therefore,  thought 
sdviMhle  to  allow,  on  such  ooeasion&  the  com- 
mander of  the  posts  to  assemble  Courts  Martial  for 
the  trial  of  offences  committed  tn  the  garrison. 
This  was  highly  recommended  by  the  inqwctors 
of  the  army,  in  their  examinations  last  year. 
There  was  another  novelty  ia  the  bill  which 
arose  from  a  similar  necessity.  Where  a  suffi- 
dent  number  of  oommiMioned  offlcers  were  not 
ttationed  at  a  post  to  constitute  a  Court  Mar- 
tial,  it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a  non-commis- 
sioned offlcer  to  complete  the  nnm)>er.  He  be- 
lieved this  was  common  in  the  French  service. 
There  conld  be  no  danger  in  adopting  the  sys- 
tem, and  it  wonld  obviate  many  difGcnlties. 
Uany  non-commissioned  officers  were  men  of 
character  and  intelligence,  and  when  their  pay 
should  have  been  increased,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  wonld  be  willing  to  t^e  the  office,  and 
the  rank  would  be  placed  on  a  better  footing. 
Besides,  when  they  found  a  principle  adopted 
in  monarchical  Governments,  that  would  al- 
low the  advancement  of  the  non-commisdon- 
ed  officers,  they  could  safely  rely  upon  its 
httviog  been  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  ser- 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  then  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Chakdlxb  said,  that,  for  many  years. 
Congress  hod  goue  on  Increasing  the  expense 
of  the  army,  by  beginning  with  Uie  pay  of  the 
lower  officers,  and  Bringing  it  up  so  near  to  tlie 
next  higher  grade,  that  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary to  r^se  that  cilso.  He  thonght  raising  the 
pay  of  the  first  sergeants  from  10  to  IS  dollars 
was  too  great  a  change.  Ho  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  13  dollars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CiuNitLEB  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  H&tne,  to  strike  out  the 
section,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed fOT  a  third  reading. 

/nfemitl  Imprcwmeat 

The  Ben8t«  considered  the  bill  to  grant  cer- 
tain relinquished  and  unappropriated  lands  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa, 
Oahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 

Mr.  MoKiNLZT  said,  that  this  bill  hod  been 
presented  by  him,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial 
of  the  Legi^ature  of  Alabama,  which  had  since 
been  received,  and  in  accordance  with  which 
the  committee  had  reported  some  amendments. 
It  was  scarcely  neoesoary  for  him  to  urge  upon 
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the  Senate,  the  importance  of  tbe  ftopud 
impravemente ;  and  he  hoped,  ere  this,  to  tan 
been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  the  Rqot 
of  the  Engineer  Department,  upon  the  nm^ 
which  had  been  made  last  year.  Bottbtil 
health  of  the  person  whose  duty  it  was  to  dm 
up  the  Report,  hod  prevented  him  from  pir 


the  Tennessee  Biver,  had  no  advontige  of  At 
navigation  of  the  river,  except  during  i  iat 
period  in  each  year,  when  the  waten  wew  » 
commonly  high.  The  plan  of  improTtnal 
waa  practicable,  and  promised  most  bcoefidd 
results.  The  large  shoal  was  ten  miles  k«f; 
and  the  river,  at  that  point,  spread  ittdf  frm 
one  mile  to  two  miles  m  width,  obstmeUd  ii 
islands  and  rooks.  The  shore  was  a  b\A  tU, 
and  two  or  three  streams  emptied  into  Utt  T» 
nessee,  which  woidd  be  sufficient  tniat  fcr 
the  projected  canal.  The  idan  wm,  to  ihrwi 
wall  along  the  bluff,  thereby  forming  a  UTip 
ble  canoL  The  expense  for  improving  tliit  [» 
sage  must  necessarily  be  great.  There  s« 
other  points  of  less  importance,  and  %M 
would  cost,  comparatively,  but  small  sum.  A 
single  glance  at  the  map  must  convince  ■'■Jj* 
of  the  great  importanoe  of  this  plan  toTcs 
Tennessee,  Misaoari  and  Alabama.  Be  hcftc 
titat  the  same  kind  of  appropriation  o!  hw 
wonld  be  made,  as,  during  the  last  nwa 
was  made,  for  canals  in  Dlintns  and  ladim 
He  knew  tliat  thero  had  been  much  tauit- 
versy  upon  the  powers  of  Congrea  to  nab 
impravemente  in  the  interior ;  and  thtf  ik 
doctrine  was  held  by  some,  th^  altbeu^A? 
bad  the  power  to  improve  the^eaboud,  If 
widening  channels,  erecting  brciakwtt(T«,  ad 
clearing  out  harbors,  they  could  not  go  iulolti 
inland  sections  of  the  coantry  and  perfinulb* 
same  offices,  by  improving  rivera,  making  n*'' 
and  canals,  &c.  It  appeared  that  the  hoOilifiB 
on  this  question,  arose  out  of  the  ooolM  b 
State  Bights.  It  waa  a  questioa  diiedj  aui 
by  the  old  States,  But  it  was  one  in  tI*^ 
the  various  aections  of  the  country  «<r  ■* 
equally  iatoreated.  It  would  be  obsemd,  tiai 
the  very  condition  on  which  the  aeir  Si** 
were  admitted  into  the  Union  was,  tiul  tk; 
should  have  no  sovereignty  over  the  Ix^ 
The  lands  were  owned  by  the  United  Sitts: 
we,  of  the  new  States,  have'  no  authoritj  am 
them;  and  I  shonld  suppoea  that  tbce(>|* 
are  the  strictest  in  their  constnetiOD 
constitution,  would  find  no  diffieoltj  in  gi* 
inf^  the  public  domain  for  pnrpoaee  lik«  tbo' 
pointed  ont  In  the  bill.     It  was  an  evtij-dv 

Sracticefor  the  United  States  to  preMcWn- 
ividnab  for  trespasses  on  the  land  ovwt  i? 
the  Genera]  Government — nor  by  tb«  F*^ 
ceedings  was  it  pretended  that  the  sonrdfAT 
of  the  States  was  invaded.  There  »(ii» 
therefore,  no  objection  to  the  apfJit^tJMj 
these  lands  to  improving  the  ooontry  to  vba 
they  lie.  in  the  Btat«  of  Alabama,  the  Ti^ 
States  now  held    between  tveiity-«^'  * 
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twenty-nine  millicHis  of  acres,  the  Indian  title 
to  wtiich  had  not  yet  been  extlngaUhed.  On 
the  sonth  aide  of  the  Rivei*  Tennoaoee,  in  the 
Tioiaity  of  Mnsole  Shoals,  there  was  an  im- 
mense tract  of  pnblio  lands,  comprising  nearij 
ibe  whole  of  the  county  of  Jackson.  There 
were  ako  large  tracta  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  occupied  ohiefly  by  the  Indians.  There 
oonld  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  United  &tat«a,  that  the  aocese  to  and 
fl-otn  those  lands  shonld  be  improved.  It  wontd 
open  them  to  new  and  increased  aettlements, 
■nd  fh)ni  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  im- 
provement  proposed,  it  woald  stand  among  the 
first  works  of  a  national  character. 

Hr.  NoBLK  was  understood  to  say  that  it  was 
not  onstomary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description 
withont  having  the  estimates  to  go  upon.  Bat, 
Bs  to  the  conatitntional  power,  he  did  not  know 
how  it  was  that  .the  constitution  read  difier- 
ently  in  Uaine  and  Alabama.  How  was  it  that 
tiiey  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  a  military 
road  in  Uaina,  and  no  shadow  of  power  to 
make  a  canal  in  Alabama!  Be  would  ask 
what  clause  in  the  constitation  aathorized  the 
constmction  of  a  military  road)  There  was 
no  such  clause.  But,  then,  it  was  done  under 
the  power  of  regulating  the  army.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  oonstme  the  constitution  when  this 
road  waa  to  be  constructed.  When  Kenne- 
beck,  or  £ennebnnk,  or  whatever  it  might  be 
mUed,  waa  interested,  the  leaves  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  which  the  geutlemaa  from  Uiune's 
Bcmples  were  to  be  (bond,  were  frocen  ti^ther 
by  his  Dorthem  predilections.  It  has  been 
a^aed  that  the  benefits  of  improTement  had 
not  been  equally  bestowed.  The  gentleman 
fivm  Korth  OaroUna  oompMned  that  bis  state 
bad  reodred  nothing.  But,  sud  Mr.  N.,  we 
Ciumot  give  them  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask 
it — although  I  believe  there  is  a  bill  now  be- 
fbn  the  Senate  for  an  outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do 
not  recollect  which,  in  that  State.  He  waa  for 
it.  He  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever  it 
was  wanted.  He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of 
Alabama ;  and  wonld  aa  soon  vote  for  the  oaual 
tbey  stand  in  need  of  aa  for  the  military  rood 
in  Mune.  He  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Ifaine  wonld  get  up  in  his  place,  Cknd  enlighten 
him  as  to  the  differenca  of  the  constitution  in 
one  State  and  in  another.  Tor  hia  own  part. 
be  considered  the  operation  nniform.  He  did 
not  wish  to  have  the  oonstitntion  always 
brought  in,  until  it  shonld  at  last  be  eaten  up 
wiU)  talking,  and  be  conudered  of  little  iin- 

Krtance  from  everlasting  recurrence  to  it.  He 
lieved  that  some  of  those  whose  consciences 
were  so  tender,  might  be  sincere ;  but  Ms  prin- 
dple  was,  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  all  porta 
m  the  conntry.  He  did  not  wish  to  he  told, 
whenever  appropriations  wore  proposed,  tliot 
there  was  no  fitate  bnt  Maine  in  which  the 
constitution  operated,  and  that  its  particular 

Evvinoe  was  somewhere  about  Eennebeck  or 
ennebnnk.    He  wanted  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  the  GonatilDtion  to  all  the  difEereat  seotioos 


of  the  coDutry.    If  not,  abolish  it  at  once,  and 
get  rid  of  this  eternal  dispute  upon  it. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  he  should  deem  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  this  bill,  as  he  did  for 
those  making  appropriations  for  the  IDinois 
and  Indiana  coniUs.  The  doctrine  which  he 
held,  had  been  formerly  expressed  In  this 
House,  against  apnropriations  by  the  General 
Government  fur  tne  purposes  of  Internal  Im~ 

Erovement.  They  were,  he  knew,  nnfoi^iou*- 
le  doctrines.  But  these  con^derations  he 
now  discarded;  and  put  his  opposition  to  the 
bill  upon  a  different  ^ronnd  altogether.  He 
objected  to  it  because  it  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  compact  entered  into  at  the  admis^on  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union.  The  grant  of  the 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  was  not  an  un- 
conditional grant.  What  was  the  ol^ect  of 
this  bill  t  It  was  an  nnoonditional  grant  to 
tlie  State  of  Alabama  of  a  quantity  of  land,  for 
the  peculiar  benefit  of  that  State.  B/the  arti- 
cles of  oes^on  between  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  it  was  agreed  that  those  lands  shonld 
remain  as  a  common  fond  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included ;  and  it  was 
added,  in  that  instrument,  that  they  should 
"  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  no  other  pur- 
poses." The  (jueation  then  presented  by  this 
bill,  was,  does  it  violate  the  articles  of  cession? 
We  are  about  to  dispose  of  this  land.  Howt 
Are  wo  applying  it  to  the  common  use  of  the 
United  States,  Georgia  included;  and  for  no 
other  pnrposcl  No.  I  say  it  is  to  be  disposed 
for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and  for  uo  other 
part  of  the  country  whatever.  He  knew  that 
it  would  be  said,  that  it  yfea  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States,  because  it  would  increase 
the  price  of  the  public  laods^  and  promote  their 
settlement;  and  that  Qeoi^ia  would  share  in 
these  advantages.  That  this  was  a  f^locions 
method  of  reasoning,  and  similar  to  that  which 
was  always  resorted  to,  when  the  violation  of 
any  compact  was  contemplated.  He  wished 
the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  bill  to 
take  np  the  articles  of  cession,  and  satisfy  him- 
self relative  to  the  compact  between  Georgia 
and  the  General  Government, 

Mr.  RuooLEs  spoke  in  favor  ot  the  bilL  He 
(»nsidcred  the  improvements  proposed  by  it  as 
interestingto  the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it 
to  fortifications,  which  might  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  some  particular  city ;  but  also  con- 
tributed to  tlie  protection  of  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  McKiNLBimoved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  for  exempting  all  persona  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  tlie  citizens  of  all  other 
States  in  the  Union,  from  tolls,  unless  aathorized 
by  an  act  of  Congress ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Krao  moved  to  £11  two  blanks  in  the 
bill,  so  as  to  enjoin  upon  the  State  of  Alabama 
to  commence  the  prosecution  of  the  works 
within  two  years,  and  to  complete  it  within 
ton  years.     Agreed'to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ato,  was  briefly  advocated  by  Mr.  Beijtom  and 
opposed  by  Mr,  CoBD  i  when  the  question  being 
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TiAS, — Htmtn.  Barton,  Batemin,  Benton,  Boa- 
lignj,  Cbue,  £*tOD,  Harrison,  Johnion  of  Kentack;, 
JohnttoD  of  Louielani,  Euie,  King,  Knight,  Uc- 
EioleT,  MarkK,  Moble,  RobbiM,  Eowan,  BuggltB, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Webster,  WbLts,  WiUlama— 22. 

Nats. — Heaais.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dtekeraon,  Macon,  FarrU,  Setmour,  Smith  of  South 
CwoHna,  Taieirell,  Tjler,  WiUej,  Woodburj— IS. 

WEDKBtDAT,  Vnroh  S0. 
Oradvatum  nf  tke  Frit*  tff  iM  Puilfe  LaiaS*. 
The  bill  for  the  grsdn^on  of  tbe  prices  of 


\>y  the  people  of  Alabama  in  the  fate  of  this 
Bulject,  made  it  his  duty  to  offer,  to  the  cbn- 
eideration  of  the  Senate,  his  views  upon  the 
vaitoni  proTirioiu  of  the  bill,  oonneoted  iritli 
the  amendment  offered  bv  the  geatleman  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  HzuDsioKe.) 

The  bill  oontalns,  ai^d  Mr.  UoE.  vhat  I  oon- 
ceiTO  to  be  a  wise  and  MlDtBry  chansa  in  the 
mode  of  selling  the  public  lauds ;  and  It  is  pro- 
posed bj  the  amendment  to  confine  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  cede  in  full  property  to  the 
States  the  pablio  lands  within  their  limits. 

Sir,  I  am  fully  apprised  of  the  difficoltiee  I 
have  to  enoonnter  on  tbis  nibject.    The  strong 

Eartiality  of  the  Senate  for  the  present  system 
as  been  too  often  manifested  to  leave  a  donbt 
on  that  p(dnt,  bnt  the  difflonlty  and  embarrass- 
ment is  greatly  increased  in  advocating  the 
amendment,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  United  States  shall  have  no  constitntional 
right  or  clum  to  the  lands  in  the  new  &tat«s. 
Here  I  have  to  enoonnter  the  long  preconceived 
opinions  of  many  of  the  Senators,  the  inflnence 
of  an  established  systein,  long  in  practice,  and 
ttie  force  of  precedent.  Under  these  oircom- 
atances,  it  wiu  not  be  surprising,  if  some  of  the 
doctrines,  which  doty  reqnires  me  to  advocate, 
sbonld  be  regarded  by  some  as  wild,  visionary, 
and  untenable.  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  they 
are  the  resnlt  of  the  most  matnre  and  delib- 
erate refiectjon  I  have  been  able  to  ^ve  to  a 
snl^ect  of  BO  mnch  political  and  peconiary  tm- 
portauce.  I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  United  States  cannot  hold  land  in  any 
State  of  tl\e  Union,  except  for  the  purposes 
enumerated' in  llie  oonstitntion ;  and  whatever 
right  they  had  to  the  soil  while  the  coontry 
remained  nnder  territorial  governments,  passed 
to  the  States  formed  over  the  same  territory  on 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  on  an  eqnat 
footing  with  the  old  States. 

A  slight  attention  to  the  history  and  character 
of  this  Government,  will  satisfy  the  most  scep- 
tical, that  the  United  States  did  not,  as  a  Gov- 
ernment, nnder  the  articles  of  confederation, 
acfgnire  by  conquest  from  Great  Britdn,  any 
title  to  the  waste  and  tmappropriated  lands  (for- 
merly called  Crown  laads)  lying  within  the 
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chartered  limits  of  any  of  the  parties  to  ^ 
leagne  or  compact  Whatever  n^t  hswbtts 
the  opinions  or  wishes  of  some  <£  the  StOa 
upon  the  subject,  it  is  obviona  that  it  «u  ml 
the  opinion  of  the  Congress  of  that  dsj,  tlat 
the  United  States  wonld  (in  the  eventdtocew 
attending  the  war  in  which  tbev  were  tbfs  o- 
gaged)  be  entitled  to  these  lands.  Ifnehbd 
been  the  opinion  of  Congress,  why  did  lli«i 
paw  the  resolntion  of  the  18th  of  BeptenlM, 
1780,  aslcing  that  as  a  ftror  which  they  an^ 
demand  as  a  right  t  On  the  contrary,  it  n 
then  believed  that  the  States  would,  in  virtae 
of  thdr  soverdgnty,  sncoeed  to  all  the  ti|bb  tf 
the  crown  over  tbese  lands,  if  tlteysn 


opinions  irf  the  Supreme  Conit  tit  the  UmUi 
States,  in  the  coses  <tf  Fletcher  and  Peek,  vk 
Johnston  and  Molntosh.    As  the  resdnlican' 


it,  form  the  basis  of  rigiit  now  ezereisad  onr 
the  public  lands  by  the  United  States  wWi 
the  new  Stat«s,  it  will  be  proper  toezanuD«dt 
resolntion,  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  Csilii 
States  of  her  waste  and  unappropriated  liiidi 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  the  ordtnanM  i 
Congress  of  1887,  and  the  cession  by  Geonii 
to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1803.  Bj  m 
resolution  Congress  re<]nesteid  the  States  hstis) 
waste  and  imappropriated  lands  in  the  Wcsun 
country,  to  make  liberal  cesrione  to  the  TJmo; 
and  promised  that  the  lands  ao  eeded,  dKnli 
be  diniosed  of  for  the  oonnmm  beDemcfAi 
United  States,  and  be  settled  and  fonned  i« 
distinct  republican  States,  which  States  dinld 
become  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  oi 
have  the  some  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedco, 
and  independence,  as  the  other  St^es.  1  ^ 
Laws  U.  8.  p.  47B. 

Virginia,  with  that  spirit  of  patriotJan  iH 
liberality  which  characterizes  all  her  {nlft 
acts,  granted  this  request,  by  conveying  to  ^ 
United  States  all  her  waste  and  nna{q)ropristid 
lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  Biver.  But  tiM 
same  patriotism  whidi  induced  this  g«at  war 
full  of  interest  on  the  part  of  Viraioia,  iDdoced 
her  to  secure,  as  far  as  practic*Ue,  the  so*^ 
eignty,  fi«ed(«n,  and  independoicec^tiK  StA> 
thus  \a  be  created.  And,  therefbre,  fo  the  •>* 
of  the  Virginia  Legidatore  and  the  deed  irfw- 
sion,  the  f^ant  is  made  upon  this  exprM  W«- 
tion:  "That  is  to  ny,  apcm  this  cosStin 
that  the  territory  so  ceded  ubH  be  laid  oat  us 
fonned  into  States  coating  a  saitabh  nt^ 
of  Territory ;  not  leas  than  one  hundred  sot 
more  than  one  hundred  and  flf^  miles  vM^ 
or  as  near  thereto  as  oircnmstanoes  will  aM; 
and  that  the  States  bo  fonned  diall  be  di«is^ 
repnblican  States,  and  admitted  memben  rf  IM 
Federal  Union,  haring  the  same  rights  ■i'^ 
ereignty,  freedom,  md  indqieadence,  **  w 
other  States."  Alter  the  ezecntton  of  this  CM 
of  cession.  Congress  thought  proptt*.  on  the  IM 
of  July,  1767,  to  pass  an  ordinance  nr  the  ^^ 
emment  of  the  territoiynortliiraRt  of  theOw 
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in  which  the  t«nna  and  coaditions  expreswd  in 
the  deod  of  cession  are  eBsentiall;  altered,  ud 
th«  follovriog  restriat«d  teriua  for  the  sdmiesion 
of  these  new  States  into  the  Unioo,  are  enact- 
ed: "The  legislatures  of  these  districta  or  new 
States  ahall  never  int«rfere  with  tlie  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil  bj  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regolatiooa 
Oongresa  may  find  necessary  for  seoarinr  the 
title  in  such  soil  by  tlie  bona  fide  purcnoger. 


waters  leadiiw  into  the  Uistdsgippi  una  8i 
Lawrence,  and  the  oarryins  places  between  the 
asms,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitanta  of  said  terri- 
tories as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  those  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax, 
impost,  or  duty  therefor."  By  this  article  of 
the  ordinance,  Congress  violated  the  coranact 
with  Virginia.  The  conditions  contained  in 
the  act  of  the  legislature  and  deed  of  cession, 
ore  entirely  disre^ded ;  and  new,  contra- 
dictory conditions  iiiipoBod  opon  the  people  of 
the  territory.  Sir,  Congress  uad  no  power  to 
change  or  alter  these  conditions,  not  even  with 
the  consent  of  Virginia;  becaase  they  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  were  to 
become  citizens  of  these  new  States.  Those 
-who  hnd  purchased  land  from  the  United  States, 
and  settled  there  under  this  compact,  and  for 
-whose  Government  this  ordinance  was  intend- 
ed, had  a  vested  right  in  those  conditions; 
-which  could  not  be  divested  by  one  or  both  of 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact.  ■  Therefore, 
that  portion  of  tlie  ordinance  was  wholly  void 
and  inoperative,  which  changed  the  conditions 
of  admission. 

Sir,  I  have  already  shown,  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  at  the  dose  of  tlie  war,  became 
sovereign  and  independent;  and,  in  virtue  of 
their  sovereignty,  were  entitled  to  all  the  waste 
and  unwpropriated  lands  within  their  limits. 
J  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Old  Congress ;  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary 
oondnsion,  that  some  of  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty to  which  the  old  States  were  entitled, 
tlw  new  States  have  been  deprived  of,  by  ex- 
tending their  restricted  conditions  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  to  their  admission. 

All  the  writers  en  public  law,  the  ablest 
jnrists  of  ancient  and  modern  times,  agree  that 
sovereignty  is  necessarily  and  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  territory  and  right  of  soil  over 
which  it  is  eiercisod.  So  essential  is  this  Ti|;;ht, 
that  sovereignty  cannot  exist  without  it. — Vat- 
tel,  16G — 112— QB.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of,  or  in  any  manner  interfering  with 
the  disposition  of  the  public  land,  or  any  regu- 
iotioni  that  Congress  may  choose  to  make  for 
aecnring  to  the  purchasem  any  title  it  might 
choose  to  grant ;  they  have  been  deprived  of 


taxing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
for  any  length  of  time  they  may  choose  to  with- 
hold it  ftvm  sale;  they  have  been  deprived, 
forever,  of  the  right  of  collecting  tolls  upon 
their  own  navigable  waters,  although  they  may 
imorove  their  naviKotion  at  their  own  expense ; 
ana  of  the  right  of  charging  tolls  for  turnpike 
roods,  which  they  may  moke  between  those 
waters.  Under  these  circumstances,  can  any 
one  say  that  the  new  States  have  the  soma 
rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence as  the  old) 

8ir,  the  creation  of  a  sovereign  State  over 
this  territory  with  the  consent  of  Congress, 
was  of  itself  a  transfer  of  the  whole  title  to  ths 
land,  and  right  of  domain  of  the  United  Btatw 
to  the  new  States.  If  it  would  not  have  hod 
that  effect,  why  annex  these  restrictions  upon 
their  sovereignty  to  the  acts  of  admis^ont 
The  very  necessity-  -which  induced  the  United 
States  to  pass  the  ordinanoe  of  1767,  and  the 
subsequent  acta  extending  its  oontUtions  to 
other  States  admitted  into  the  Union,  proves 
that,  without  these  restrictions,  the  new  States 
would  have  been  entitled  to  all  the  land  witliin 
their  limits,  and  all  other  rights  of  eminent  do- 
main. I  have  shown  that  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  wos  a  violation  of  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia, I  will' now  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
ordinance  was  repeialed  and  superseded  bv  that 
Constitation  of  the  United  States,  even  if  it  had 
been  consistent  witb  the  compact  with  Virginia, 
and  valid  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Before  any  of  these  new  States  were  organ- 
ized, or  admitted  into  the  Union,  a  new  era  in 
the  political  history  of  the  United  States  oc- 
curred. The  ortides  of  confederation  were 
found  to  be  wholly  incompetent  to  effect  th« 
national  purposes  for  which  they  were  design- 
ed ;  and  it  became  neoessary  to  new  modd  the 
General  and  State  Governments.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Statet  was  formed  in  1T8T, 
and  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of  States 
in  1768.  By  this  conatituticm,  the  States  con- 
ferred upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  all  the  national,  and  as  much  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necessary 
for  the  great  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse 
and  naticmd  defence.  The  rendue  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty  was,  by  the  10th  artide  of 
the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  The  States 
fearing  what  might  be,  and  now  is,  called  a  lib- 
erd  construction  of  the  new  constitution,  might, 
by  the  influence  of  implication,  result  in  a  con- 
BoHdated,  instead  of  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment, EQggested  and  carried  this,  among  other 
omendmenta.  By  this  amendment,  it  is  ex- 
pressly dedared,  that  "  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  by  this  constitntion, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people," 
This  providon  plainly  fixes  the  boondaries  of 
notiond  and  State  power :  where  one  ends  the 
otiier  begins ;  and  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  powers  granted  to  the  United  States 


and  those  prohibited  to  the  SUtee,  furoishes 
tn  unerring  rule  of  coDstmction  of  the  whole 
inatminent;  which,  if  adhered  to,  will  forever 
keep  the  Feder&t  and  State  GoTernments 
within  their  proper  orbits ;  and  the  exercise  of 

Sower  h7  ^ther,  within  ita  Intimate  chODDelB. 
:  is  fmpoauhle  to  avoid  error  of  constmction 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
garded (as  it  most  frequently  is,  hy  American 
statesmen)  as  fomishtng  the  whole  fandameD- 
tol  law  governing  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government.  The  constitutions  of  the  several 
States  forms  as  mnch  a  part  of  the  great  code 
of  coDstitDtionul  law,  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  latter  is  bnt  an  emanation 
of  the  former,  and  depends  eKBentially  for  the 
chwacter,  extent,  and  exercise  of  its  powers, 
npoQ  a  correct  nnderBtanding  of  the  powers  re- 
served to  the  States.  The  States  intended  to 
grant  no  power  to  the  United  States,  that  they 
oonld  exercise,  separately,  themselves.  The 
creation  of  this  Government  was  the  result  of 
necessity,  and  not  of  choice.  There  was  no 
mnnicipal  power  that  the  States  could  not  ex- 
ercise ;  and  therefore  it  wall  not  neceasarr  to 
confer  npon  the  United  States  any  snch  power, 
except  BO  far  aa  it  became  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  national  power.  If  this  view 
of  the  snltJect  be  correct,  we  mast  agree  that  the 
United  States  have  no  power  to  hold  land  in 
any  of  the  States,  to  restrain  the  States  from 
taxing  the  land,  fiora  controCinB  the  navigable 
waters  and  pnblio  highways  within  their  juris- 
dictions, UEleBS  such  power  la  expressly  granted 
by  the  constitution.  The  only  grant  of  power 
npon  this  sul^ect,  is  to  be  found  in  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  1st  article,  in  these  words :  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclnsive 
tegisladon,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  snch 
district,  (not  excee^ng  ten  miles  square,)  as 
may,  by  cession  of  partionlar  States,  and  the 
acceptance  of  Counts,  become  tlie  seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  States;  andtoexer- 
cise  like  authority  over  all  places  pnrchased  by 
consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which 
the  same  shall  h&,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
needftl  buildings."  So  much  municipal  sov- 
ereignty  over  Uie  soO  within  the  States,  and 
no  more,  was  deemed  necessary  for  national 
purposes ;  and  thus  tar,  it  has  been  found  am- 
ply BufBcient  The  power  to  trarchase  land  for 
the  erection  of  "  other  needful  bnildinga,"  than 
those  specified,  anthorizes  the  pnrehase  of  land 
for  navy  yar^  cnstom  houses,  court  housea. 
Jails,  Jtc.  Here,  the  whole  power  of  Congress 
to  hold  land  within  a  State  of  the  Union,  or  to 
make  compacts  with  a  State  for  land,  ends; 
and  here,  also,  tenninates  the  exclnsive  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congren  over  land  within  the 
States:  unless  these  powers  can  be  derived 
from  the  power  granted  to  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union.  _  That  is  a  simple 
and  unconditional  grant,  in  these  words : 
"  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
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Dress,  into  the  Unim."  In  the  same  lectkKi, 
Congress  is  restrained  from  erecting  a  nn 
State  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Stale, 
or  forming  a  State  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Leg»»- 
latores  of  the  State  concerned,  as  well  as  Can- 
^aa.  It  the  constitution  is  to  be  confistd  ii 
Its  operation  to  its  plain  and  obvions  mwiiiw; 
if  to  Infer  powers  not  granted,  would  beinu- 
legal  accretion  of  power  to  the  United  Stslt^ 
and  an  encroachment  npon  the  reserved  ridilt 
and  mnnicipal  sovereignty  of  the  States;  U« 
Congress  have  no  right  to  annex  any  cooditica 
whatever  to  the  a^nisdon  of  the  new  Ststn 
into  the  Union,  and  such  oonditiotis  are  onceiK 
Btltntional  and  void. 

Sir,  suppose  it  were  within  the  competenrj 
of  Congress  and  the  States  to  enter  into  cno- 
pacts,  could  they  enter  Into  snch  as  vceU 
abridge  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  em- 
fer  npon  the  United  States  the  sovereignty  tba 
surrendered  t  Vattel,  in  discussing  this  qOM- 
tion,  aa  between  nations,  says:  "A  naliai 
ought  to  preserve  itself,  it  onght  to  preserre  ill 
its  members,  it  cannot  abandon  them;  and  it 
b  under  an  engagement  to  support  them  is 
their  rank  as  members  of  the  nation.  It  tiK 
not  a  right,  then,  to  trafDo  with  their  rank  sad 
liberty,  on  account  of  any  advantage  it  m«T 
expecttoderive from  such  anegotiation.  Thtr 
have  Joined  the  society  for  the  pnrposeoflKiii|; 
members  of  it ;  they  submit  to  the  anthoriiy  rf 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  in  ran- 
cert,  their  common  welfare  and  safety,  and  not 
of  being  at  its  disposal,  like  a  farm,  or  a  heri 
of  cottle."~Page  118,  Again,  194,  ho  tayi: 
"  A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State,  is  nail,  tiA 
not  at  all  obligatory,  as  no  conductor  of  a  n^ 
tion  has  the  power  to  enter  into  engageniHiU 
to  do  snch  things  as  are  capable  of  destrojiiig 
the  State,  for  whose  safety  the  Government  ii 
entniBtod  to  him.  The  nation  being  jittet- 
snrily  obliged  to  perform  every  thing  reqniiti 
for  its  preservation  and  safety,  cannot  cnttc 
into  engagements  contrary  to  its  indtspeneabk 
obligations.  In  the  year  1606,  the  States  Goi- 
erul  of  the  kingdom  of  France  assemUed  tt 
Tours,  engaged  Lonis  XII.  to  break  the  tresty 
he  had  conclnded  with  the  emperra-  Haiimiliu 
and  the  archduke  Philip,  his  son,  becanuthil 
treaty  was  pernicious  to  the  kingdom.  Th*r 
also  decided  that  neither  the  treaty  dot  tht 
oath  tliat  had  accompanied  it,  could  be  iHDding 
on  the  kins,  who  had  no  right  to  alienate  A> 
property  of  the  crown."  High  and  rtspecttik 
as  this  authority  is,  I  will  call  the  attentiraaf 
the  Senate  to  one  still  higher,  the  obligitiou 
of  which  operate  directly  npon  our  legislstin 
power ;  it  is  the  constitution  itself.  By  ft» 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  which,  tbt 
States  are  expressly  prohibited  from  enteriw 
"into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  oonfederatioo, 
whatever.  Every  compact  between  sovereign 
States  is  a  treaty.  "A  treaty,  in  Latin, jfcM 
is  a  compact  made  with  a  view  to  the  pnUte 
welfare,  by  the  superior  power,  dther  tX  p>- 
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petnitj  or  for  a  eonaiderable  time." — Vattel, 
102.  ''Aa  a  8Ut«  tbat  has  put  herself  under 
the  proteotioa  of  another,  haa  not,  oa  that  sc- 
ooimt,  forfeited  her  character  of  soTsreigntf, 
aht]  niake  treaties  and  contract  allUncea,  unless 
she  has  in  the  treaty  of  protection  expresalj 
retioimoed  that  risht.  But  she  conlinaeB  fur- 
ever  after  boaud  ttj  this  treaty  of  protection, 
BO  that  ehe  cannot  enter  into  aaj  engagements 
oontrar;'  to  it" 

Sir,  a  Jaat  ujpliootion  of  these  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  taken  in  connection  with 
Uie  prohibition  in  the  States  to  enter  into  "  any 
treaty,"  proves  that  the  States  of  this  Untoa 


^  ,  r  any  purpose  whatever,  except  those 
ennmerated  in  the  constitution.  By  the  law  of 
nations,  inst  referred  to,  it  appears  that  a  State, 
bindioK  aerself  by  a  treat;y  of  prot«ction  not  to 
enter  into  treaties  or  alliances,  is  forever  pre- 
cluded from  that  right.  The  States  of  this 
Union  have  bound  themselves  by  a  much  more 
Bacred  and  ohtigatonr  instnunent,  not  to- "  en- 
ter into  any  treaty,  ailianoe,  fr  confederation." 
Sorely,  then,  they  have  no  power  to  enter  into 
oompoots  to  abridge  their  sovereignty.  If  the 
coQstitation  prohibits  the  States  from  making 
ench  treatiee  with  the  United  States,  it  is 
equally  prohibitory  on  the  United  States  to 
enter  into  such  treaties  or  compacts  with  the 
States.  If  the  United  States  can  enter  into 
treaties  or  compacts  with  the  new  States  for 
the  acquisition  of  sovereignty,  land,  or  money, 
not  wwranted  by  the  ooaetitntion,  she  may  do 
the  same  with  the  old  States,  and  thereby 
iduuige,  amend,  or  destroy  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land  by  compacts  with  tbe  States.  These 
compacts,  if  valid  at  all,  ai%  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  as  obligatory  on  all  the  people 
of  the  United  States  aa  the  constitation  itself. 
Tbe  States  cannot,  b^  any  act  of  theirs,  release 
themselves  from  tJieir  operation,  they  can  pass 
no  law  violating  them,  nor  can  Congress.  But, 
by  the  concurring  consent  of  both  parties,  like 
■U  other  contracts,  they  may  be  oancelled. 
Thus,  then,  the  constitutional  law  may  be 
changed,  by  the  simple  operation  of  making 
And  oancelljuK  a  contract 

Sir,  it  baa  been  said  that  these  laods  ought 
to  belong  to  the  old  States,  because  they  all 
contributed  in  conqnering  them  from  Great 
Britain,  or  contributed  otherwise  to  their  ao- 
qoimtion ;  that  the  acquisition  of  the  crown 
lands  was  one  of  the  inducements  to  the  revo- 
iQtion ;  that  they  have  been  pledaed  for  the 
payment  of  tbe  public  debt ;  and,  therefore, 
the  United  States  cannot,  in  Justice  to  them- 
selves, and  good  futh  to  tbeir  creditors,  relin- 
anish  them  to  tbe  new  States.  It  has  been 
lown  that  the  sncceasfol  issue  of  the  revolu- 
tion did  not  confer  npon  the  United  States,  as  a 
Government,  the  crown  lands  in  the  respective 
States,  but  that  tfae  States  is  which  tbey  lay, 
ia  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  succeeded  to  all 
ttie  previous  rights  of  uie  crown.     Such  has 


been  the  opinions  of  tiie  old  Congress,  of  the 
Congress  under  the  present  constitution,  and 
of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  crown  lands  hod,  it  is  true,  some  influence 
in  producing  the  revolution,  if  we  ore  to  credit 
the  Bedaration  of  Independence ;  but  it  was 
an  influence  wholly  adverse  to  the  arguments 
urged  agunst  this  measure.  The  complaint  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  against  the 
king,  on  this  subject,  is  in  these  words ;  "  He 
has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of 
these  States ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  tbe 
laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners ;  re- 
fusing to  pass  others  to  encourage  emigrption 
hither,  anil  raising  the  conditions  of  new  ap> 
propriations  of  lands." 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  this  bill  ore  welcome 
to  tbe  full  benefltsof  theee  complaints  against 


These  very  complaints  may  now  be  JusHj 
urged  by  tbe  new  States  against  the  United 
States.  Is  there  not,  now,  an  attempt  making 
to  discourage  or  prevent  em^ation  to  the  new 
States,  by  revising  to  pass  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose) And,  if  not,  by  raising  the  conditions 
of  new  appropriations  of  lands,  the  same  effect 
is  intended  to  be  produced,  by  reftasing  to  re- 
duce the  price  to  their  real  value.  Tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  on 
tbe  state  of  the  finances,  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument,  to  show  that  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  ought  not  to  be  reduced,  be- 
cause it  would  give  too  much  enconrogement 
to  emigration  from  tbe  old  to  the  new  States, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  great  manufaotorers 
from  obtuning  the  labor  of  the  poor  class  of 
society  at  a  cbeap  rate.  He  admits  that  the 
population  may  m  more  rapidly  increased  by 
encouragement  to  emigration  and  agriculture 
pursuits;  and  he  might  have  admitted,  also, 
that  tbe   sum   of  buman  happiness,   and  the 

£  reservation  of  republican  principles  and  our 
"ee  institution^  would  be  better  and  more  cer- 
tainly promoted  by  the  same  means.  But  the 
amount  of  bis  argument  is,  that  it  is  better  to 
increase  capital  in  the  hands  of  mannfacturers, 
by  compellmg  the  poor  to  labor  for  them,  than 
to  permit  the  poor  to  become  landholders  at  ft 
cheap  rate,  and  pursue  agriculture;  although 
population  would  oe  thereby  increased,  and  the 
true  principles  of  Government  be  best  preserved. 
Sir,  is  not  this  a  direct  attempt  on  the  part 
of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  throngh 
his  Secretary,  to  prevent  emigration  to  the 
new  States !  Is  it  not  tbe  direct  opposition  of 
the  Executive  department  of  the  Government 
agiunst  the  passage  of  this  bill  I  It  has  been 
before  the  Senate  for  several  preceding  sessions ; 
if  it  passes,  its  efi^  will  be  to  encourage  the 
emigration  of  the  poor  class  of  society  to  the 
new  States,  where  they  may  become  Iwdhold- 
ers  atr  a  cheap  rate,  and  rear  tbeir  families  in 
freedom  and  independence.  The  policy  of  the 
PreMdeut  and  Secretary  is,  to  deprive  the  poor 
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of  these  great  benefits;  to  force  them  into  the 
MFvice  of  the  wealth^r  tnoniif&cturer ;  to  pre- 
Tent,  as  far  as  posdble,  the  population  of  the 
new  Stetea,  aoti  diminiBh  meir  political  im- 
portance in  the  scale  of  the  Umoa.  Have  not 
the  new  States  good  cause  to  make  the  same 
complaint,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
acsinat  the  United  Btates,  that  the  colonies 
did  against  the  king  of  Great  Briton  t  But, 
air,  this  attempt  to  arrest  emigration  to  the 
West  is  Tain  and  nseleM ;  the  tue  of  emigra- 
tion will  roll  on,  in  despite  of  legislation  here, 
or  opinions  expressed  elsewhere.  Bo  long  as 
men. are  ft«e,  titej  wtU  pnmie  their  interest 
and  happiness  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  judgments.  Bo  long  as  the  lands  are  poor 
and  nnprodoctive,  and  ^rioultural  products  at 
their  present  depressed  prices  on  this  side 
of  the  Alleghanj,  the  poor  will — aay,  they 
mnst — seek,  on  the  otiier,  richer  and  more  fer- 
tile land,  even  if  they  are  destined  to  be  tenants 
there.  It  is  better  tj>  be  a  tenant  on  rich  land 
than  a  landlord  on  poor ;  it  is  better  to  be  a 
free  man  in  the  'West,  than  a  slave  to  a  maan- 
fbetnrer  in  the  East. 

The  gentleman  ftt>m  Missonri  (Ur.  'Baxto'h) 
Mja  the  effect  of  the  graduating  principle  of 
the  bill  will  produce  a  rapid  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  the  pabllo  land,  and  a  monopoly 
in  the  hands  of  E^eculators.  The  proposition 
in  the  bill  is  to  Sx  the  price  of  the  land  accord- 
ing to  its  qnality.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this 
proposition  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
TJait«d  Btates,  or  nqjustly  fikvorahle  to  the  pnr- 
ehaser  t  There  are  millions  of  acres  of  land 
that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  pnbUo  auc- 
tion, and  wonld  not  sell  at  the  minimnm  price, 
that  have  remained  unsold,  some  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  although  it  has  been  sal:i|ect  to 
entry,  by  any  one  choosing  to  opply  for  ft,  at 
two  dollars  an  acre,  nntil  1821,  and  since  that 
time  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  oenta.  Is 
not  this  Bufflcient  to  prove  that  such  land  Is 
sot  worth  a  dollar  and  a  qoarter  an  acre  t  If 
It  b  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  is  it 
wron^  is  it  doing  ii^tistice,  to  sell  it  for  less? 
If  land  that  has  l>een  in  the  market  for  twenty 
Tears,  hod  been  sold  at  first  at  sixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  an  acre,  it  wonld  have  prodnced 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  to  the  Treasury  than 
h  would  now  yield  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter. 
Calculating  the  rimple  interest  on  the  amount 
St  dz  per  cent,  it  douhles  itself  every  sixteen 
years.  Gentlemen  say  that  these  lands  are 
pled^rad  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
The  debt  is  more  than  doubled  by  the  interest, 
since  a  great  deal  of  this  land  has  been  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  it 
will  sell  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  on  acre.  Is 
this  ajndicions  system  of  finance  and  economy! 
Is  this  the  way  to  pay  the  public  debt?  I 
cannot  perceive  how  selling  land  for  its  value 
will  prodace  a  rapid  depreciation  in  its  price. 
But  if  this  effect  could  be  produced  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  it  seems  to  me  impossible 
that  the  lands  oonld  be  the  sutjeot  of  profitable 


speculation.  Suppose  individnoli  wen  iejm- 
cnase  up  large  qnantities  of  these  lands  is  the 
expectation  of  making  a  profit  npon  dtem.  If 
similar  lands  continued  to  deiHvciate  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  Government,  would  not  these  is 
the  hands  of  the  speculator  depredate  in  the 
same  ratio!  The  longer  the  n>ecDlBtar  hdi 
the  land,  the  greater  must  bo  nis  loss,  if  0m 
Government  lands  continne  to  decline  under 
this  system.  Therefore,  there  con  be  no  pw- 
sible  danger  to  the  intereete  of  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter. 

Sir,  the  friends  of  the  present  land  tj*m 
are  the  last  that  ought  to  soy  any  thing  AM 
speculation.  Who  Is  the  great  land  specnlUoi 
in  this  country!  The  United  Btates  is  tbs 
greatest  that  ever  was  in  this  or  any  oths 
country.  She  obtMned  from  Virginia  all  btr 
waste  and  tm^ipropriated  lands  ncathwsstrf 
the  Ohio  Biver,  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  id 
them  for  the  ccanmon  benefit  of  all  the  Ststoi 
and  q)ply  the  proceeds  to  the  discharge  of 
their  war  debta.  This  was  expected  to  bedcM 
speedily,  and  sovereign,  fkee,  and  indepoidtri  , 
States,  erected  dver  the  territory  oedtd,  m 
soon  as  there  should  be  snfiioiait  potmlitica 
All  these  pledgee  have  been  disregaraed ;  ihi 
pDblio  debt  lus  not  been  discharged  by  tldi 
ftiod ;  the  States  created  there  have  been  it- 
prived  of  their  sovereignty ;  and  now  the  Imdi 
are  to  be  held  np  for  high  prices,  to  the  gnK 
detriment  of  these  new  States.  These  undt 
have  already  prodnced  to  the  Treasury  upwirdi 
of  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars,  and  tot 
large  bodies  of  them  remain  unsold.  In  nob- 
tion  of  the  oonstitntion,  the  United  Suta 

Siurchased  from  Oeorvia  all  the  countiTna* 
arming  the  Ststee  of  Uississinpi  and  Aiabm*, 
which  nad  previously  ]>een  we  salje^ef  thi 
most  fntnduent  ^stem  of  legislative  ^f*^^ 
tion.  They  pud  nothing  for  it,  but  pmuuM 
payment  to  Geor^a  out  of  the  proeeeda  ef^ 
sales;  compromised  with  the  Yazoo coiapt^ 
of  speoulators,  promlsiOK  payment  in  the  mm 
way.  They  issued  stocx  to  the  amount  of  a* 
miUtons  two  htindred  and  fifty  thonssad  dt^ 
lars,  called  UisrissippI  stock,  deliveied  it  ■ 
payment,  and  made  this-  stook  receinUe  B 
payment  for  the  lands  when  sold ;  thus  erctt^ 
an  Immense  artificial  flind,  not  based  upon  ^ 
spede  capital  of  the  country,  for  the  pnifK*) 
of  ensuring  high  prices  for  the  lands,  sad  tt- 
riching  the  treasury  at  the  expense  of  the  dI^ 
tens.  The  resalt  was  as  might  have  been  Or 
pected.  This  Mississippi  stock  wos  thrown  into 
the  market,  and  at  the  sales  of  these  land*  *•• 
worth  just  as  much  as  the  hard  dollars  of  1" 
planters.  The  lands  sold  for  unheard  of  po^ 
the  citizens  were  many  of  them  mined  b;  tarn 
purchases ;  their  money  redeemed  this  sto* 
and  the  United  States  pookpted  a  clear  pn* 
of  upwards  of  eight  mitHons  of  ddlara  bj  W 
sale  of  much  less  than  half  the  lands,  wil^M^ 
the  advance  of  a  dollar  of  the  purchase  ""^^ 
And  not  content  with  wholesale  and  rrttf 
speculation,  they  laid  oat  towns  iriwnnitB* 
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naver  designed  towns  shoold  be,  pa&ed  them 
by  their  agenta,  «iid  notoallf  oesoended  to 
peddling  in  the  lots. 

And  now  we  are  told  that  it  ia  dangeroiu 
and  immoral  to  encoorage  a  Rfstem  of  specoln- 
tion  amoDg  our  citizena.  Sir,  while  the  Qov- 
emment  gives  sncb  examples  of  aocoessf^il 
gpeonlations  to  its  citizens,  thej  will  not  be- 
lieve that  it  is  demoralizing  to  speculate  in 
l&nd,  and  thej  wilt  follow  this  illostrions  exam- 
ple. If'thia  sjstem  of  land  Jobbing  and  ipeoa- 
Lation  is  pemioions  to  society,  let  the  Govern- 
ment abandon  it,  and  set  an  example  of  moder- 
fttion,  of  Jastioe,  and  &ir  dealing,  hj  reatoring 
to  die  new  States  their  violat^A  sovereignty. 
The  territorial  Governments,  within  which  the 
oonstitution  authoriiea  the  legislative  action  of 
Oongresa,  affords  an  ample  field  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  land  Bjstem,  withont  extending  it  to 
tbe  States.  And  there  this  gradnating  plan 
will  be  found  highly  beneficid.  The  gentle- 
nian  from  Uissouri,  (Mr.  Bkntoh)  read,  in  his 

C'  «,  this  morning,  a  statement  showing  the 
eficial  effects  of  a  system  like  this  in  the 
State  of  Tenneasoe,  There  it  prodnood  Urge 
Bnms  of  money  to  the  treasary,  and  no  specnla- 
tion  among  the  citlzena.  None  of  the  evils  eo 
mnch  deprecated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sonri  (Mr.  B*btos)  resaltod  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  system  in  TenneBsee.  We  may, 
therefore,  fairly  conolode  they  will  not  happen 
to  the  United  Statee,  if  we  adopt  the  same  evs- 
tem.  Another  proposition  contained  in  this 
Ull  will  effect  partially  what  the  amendment 
proposes.  After  this  ayBtem  of  gradnating  the 
prices  Ehall  have  exhausted  itself,  by  disposing 
of  all  land  worth  twenty-five  cents  and  op- 
wards  per  acre,  the  residue  is  to  be  subject  to 
donations  for  one  yew  to  actual  settlers,  and 
whatever  may  be  left  after  this  operation  is  to 
be  ceded  in  full  property  to  the  States.  Shoold 
the  amendment  be  rejected,  the  operation  of 
the  bill  wonld,  within  some  reasonable  time, 
^ve  to  the  States  complete  jorisdiction  over 
ue  lands  within  their  limits.  Admitting,  for 
■ake  of  argnment,  that  the  United  States  have 
the  right  to  hold  these  States  as  vassals  and 
feudatories,  would  it  be  good  policy,  wonld  it 
be  generoDS,  wonld  it  be  consistent  with  onr 
aoh^ne  of  Government  to  do  it  t  Yon  deprive 
them  of  many  of  the  essential  attributes  of 
Bovereignt:)^  ooatrol  the  internal  police  and 
eoonomy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  inde- 
pendent. They  are  deprived  of  the  right  of 
regolating  the  aettlement  and  improvement  of 
the  coantry,  in  that  mode  which  might  be  l>e3t 
calculated  to    promote   their  happiness    and 

Srosperity.  They  are  deprived  of  the  revenue 
arivable  from  Uie  aoil,  the  moat  certain  and 
available  aonroe  of  revenue  in  any  country. 
They  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  upon  sulqeots  purely 
municipal,  which  do  not  operate  in  the  old 
States,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  for 
themselves,  or  not,  according  to  their  sovereign 
will  and  pleaaora,    A  msjjority  of  Congress 


represent  the  old  States,  and  are,  of  course^ 
wholly  irresponsible  to  the  citizens  of  the  new, 
for  any  laws  they  may  choose  to  pass  on  these 
anltjecta.  They  are  Iznorant  of  the  peculiar 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  they  are  leps- 
lating  for;  and  whoa  those  who  represent 
those  people  bring  their  petitions  and  wants 
before  Congreas,  their  statements  and  represen- 
tations of  the  actual  condition  of  things,  are 
often,  to  their  great  mortification,  received 
here  "with  grwns  of  allowance."  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  the  discretionary 
power  of  bringing  as  mnch  or  as  little  of  the 
public  land  into  market,  annually,  as  ha 
chooses.  In  the  exercise  of  this  power,  ba 
may  give  a  preference  to  the  settlement  and 
population  (a  one  State  over  another ;  or  ha 
may  restrun  the  settlements  entirely,  for  th« 
porpoee  of  carrying  Into  effect  the  policy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  men- 
tion these  as  complaints  against  the  Executive, 
bat  against  the  operation  of  auoh  principles, 
because  the  same  result  might  take  place  by  the 
exercise  of  the  same  power  by  a  minority  of 
Congress,  and  the  people  interested  be  equally 
without  remedy. 

Sir,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  taking  into  con- 
sider^on  these  grievancea,  addr^sed  to  the 
present  Congreaa  a  respectfol  memorial,  pro- 
posing to  pnrcbaae  all  the  lands  within  her 
limits,  that  she  might  thereby  acquire  full 
sovereignty  within  her  Jurisdiction.  This  me- 
morial I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
Senate,  and  upon  which  a  committee  was  raised. 
A  majority  of  tliat  committee  decided  against 
selling  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  th« 
presentso  mnch  eulogized  system.  If  the  Unit- 
ed States  refhse  to  give  or  sell  to  us  w  hat  wa 
believe  we  are  constitutionally  entdtled  to,  wa 
certainly  have  good  cause  of  complaint,  and 
will  coatinne  to  oomplsia  until  wo  obtain  onx 
lights. 

TnrTBsnAT,  Harch  27. 

The  late  Qenerai  Brvvm. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Harhibok,  the  bill  for  tiia 

relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  Qen. 
Brown^waa  token  op. 

Mr.  Habbieon  observed,  that,  having  ascer- 
tained, shortly  after  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown, 
tbat  he  had  left  his  family  in  a  moat  distressed 
situation,  dependent  entirely  upon  connections 
who  were  illy  able  to  support  them,  he  had 
introduced,  upon  motion  of  leave,  the  bill 
which  was  then  before  the  Senate.  I  did  it, 
Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  under  the  convic- 
tion that  it  neither  comported  with  the  honor 
or  the  interest  of  the  nation,  to  suffer  the  fam- 
ily of  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so  greatly  indebt- 
ed for  its  military  renown,  to  retire  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when 
tiie  T.ci^sktnre  were  in  session,  without  tha 
means  of  a  decent  support.  I  hold  in  mr 
hand,  sir,  a  statement,  drawn  up  by  tho  ad- 
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ministrator  of  the  deceased  Qeneral,  contuning 
ft  particular  soconat  of  the  eitnadon  of  hia 
affairs.  It  is  at  the  serrice  of  mj  Senator  who 
ma;  wish  to  pemse  it.  Without  enteriDg  into 
paiticnlars,  I  think  it  neoessar;  to  state,  gen- 
erally, that  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  Geo. 
Brown  was  possessed  of  verj  considerable 
landed  estates  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  that  he  was  considerahly 
indebted  in  part  for  the  pnrchoGe  of  these  lands. 
He  believed  that,  but  for  the  cmel  disease 
ander  which  he  so  long  lingered,  he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from 
his  debts,  and  preserve  a  competent  proTision 
tor  his  family.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
by  that  of  others  who  were  well  acqnunted 
with  General  Brown's  circnmstances.  Having 
little  hope  of  being  restored  to  such  a  state  of 
health  as  would  permit  him  to  devote  a  portiou 
of  his  time  to  his  private  affairs,  Gen.  Brown 
mve  up  his  real  estate,  to  be  disposed  of  for 
Uie  benefit  of  his  creditors.  A  part  of  it  still 
remains  in  that  situation,  but  entirely  in- 
sufficient to  pay  the  debts  for  which  it  is 
bound.  Another  part,  including  the  farm 
upon  which  he  fonnerly  resided,  bos  been 
sold,  and  the  latter  purchased  by  his  son-in- 
law,  who  is  still  indebted  for  a  large  portion 
of  too  purchase  money.  Besides  his  own  debts, 
Generu  Brown  was  bound  as  security  for  a 
considerable  debt  of  a  brother.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  has  been  discharged  by  him,  but 
a  balance  of  some  thousand  dollars  is  still  un- 
pidd.-  I  now  offer  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
and  reouest  the  Secretary  to  read,  two  letters 
from  the  physioiaua  who  attended  General 
Brown,  in  his  illness,  to  show  the  nature  of  his 
disease,  and  the  canse  to  which  it  is  to  be  at- 
tributed, [The  letters  here  read  were  from 
Doctor  Lovell,  Surgeon  General  of  tlie  Army, 
and  Dr.  Henderson,  of  this  city.  They  both 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  disease,  of  which 
the  General  died,  was  produced  by  the  sudden 
suspension  of  another,  contracted  in  the  army.] 
Id  addition  to  this  testimony,  (sdd  Ur.  H.,)  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest 
respectability,  now  m  this  city,  (Governor 
Cass,)  to  say,  that,  in  the  year  1816,  General 
Brown  informed  him  that  he  derived  the 
disease  under  which  he  was  then  laboring, 
fix>m  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of 
Hiagara. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  (said  Ur.  11.,)  that  the 
Burgeon  General  asscrte,  that,  if  General  Brown 
had  lived,  and  retired  from  the  Army,  he  would 
have  given  him  a  certificate  for  a  full  pension, 
under  the  ezisting  laws  of  the  country.  There 
is,  however,  no  law  now  in  existence,  nnder 
the  provisions  of  which,  his  family  conld  obtain 
relief;  but  I  rely  with  confidence,  that  it  will 
not  be  withheld,  as  the  principle  upon  which 
it  can  be  supported,  strictly  accords  with  those 
Upon  which  the  Government  have  heretofore 
acted.  I  can  say  with  truth,  Mr.  President, 
(said  Mr.  H.,)  that  I  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  who  would  introduce  into  this  country 


that  system  of  sinecures  and  peDsons  whidi 

has  produced  so  much  misery  in  SBolb* 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which,  mote,  pethtp^ 
tuan  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  Isneoug 
of  onr  great  countryman,  Mr.  Jefferson,  "lUe 
European  laborer  to  go  supperless  to  bed,  mi 
moisten  his  bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  broB." 
There  is,  however,  no  danger  of  this,  u  Img 
as  our  free  institutions  remain ;  as  long  ta  the 
other  branch  of  the  L^slature  connate  of  the 
real  representatives  of  the  people,  sjid  tfaii 
the  representatives  of  the  State  anthoritiB^ 
themselves  furly  and  freely  chosen  by  tbeir 
fellow-citizens.  Public  opmion  will  tivtj* 
interpose  on  effectual  dieck  to  ezorbitsnt  ex- 
penditures of  the  common  treasury,  or  tu  aiij 
which  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  Iba 
genios  of  Bcpnbllcan  Government.  Onr  pen- 
sion laws  exhibit  nothing  which  is  at  vinuue 
with  these  principles;  nothing  which  a  frM 
country  should  blufh  to  own.  They  oonto 
moderate  appropriatJous,  as  a  requital  for  £s- 
tinguished  services  and  sufferings  in  the  csoK 
of  liberty  and  the  people. 

As  yet,  sir,  public  opinion  is  &r  in  odvtiu* 
of  the  L^slature  upon  enl)jects  of  this  Idni 
As  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  no  ip- 
propriation  of  money,  for  any  olgecl,  is  vierw 
with  such  decided  approbation,  by  the  Ameii- 
can  people,  as  those  of  the  character  conton- 
plated  oy  the  present  biU.  Where  wa;  snf 
measure  hailed  with  more  Joy  and  sotisfactica 
throughout  the  whole  Union,  than  that  whidi 
provided  for  the  ease  and  onnfort  of  the  iitdi- 
cent  soldiers  of  the  Revolution!  I  had  tlie 
honor,  about  the  same  period,  to  introdoce  into 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  of  vtuci 
I  was  then  a  member,  a  bill  to  extend  the  pco- 
sions  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphua  d 
those  who  fell  in  the  late  war,  to  an  oddititul 
period  of  five  years,  and  I  can  say,  with  tnitk 
that  CO  act  of  my  political  life  ever  received 
more  decided  approbation  from  my  constitii- 

Mr,  CnAHDLZR  said  that  he  was  fully  miit 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  case,  and  the  dufei 
there  was  in  opposing  it.  He  waswiUicgtO 
do  justice  to  Mrs.  Brown,  but  he  thoogbl  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  penBMi 
system  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohioli'J 
said  he  was  unfriendly.  How  many  wounded 
soldiers  were  there  under  Gen.  Broira,  fw 
whom  no  provision  had  been  model  Ttit 
was,  he  conceived,  but  a  beginning,  ssd  Ik 
was  averse  to  goit^  into  any  pension  sjBtaii 
whatever.  If  a  sum  of  money  were  neeesarj 
for  the  relief  of  this  lady,  he  had  rather  tW 
it  should  be  paid  by  the  members  of  Ckingrefl 
themselves ;  and,  although  not  very  able,  ^ 
would  contribute  his  proportion.  This  wooW 
be  his  own  charity ;  but  he  did  not  thinl  ^ 
was  authorized  to  take  the  money  out  of  IM 
public  treasury,  and  tax  the  very  men,  sad 
their  children,  who  bod  contracted  the  sum 
disease  in  the  same  senioe.  He  knew  it  **> 
not  popular  to  oppose  ft  grant  for  afemiki 
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bat  he  conld  not,  constHtentif  with  hi«  own 
feelings,  vote  for  Boch  a  me&mre. 

Mr.  NoBLB  Bsid  that  he  objected  to  the  bill. 
"When  he  was  in  the  iresteTn  conatiy,  he  heard 
the  epithet  militaiy  chieitain  at  every  comer. 
When  I. hear,  e^d  Mr.  IS.,  the  philRnthropy 
and  IjoncTolence  of  the  country  called  into 
question,  where  shall  I  shelter  myself  from  the 
imputation  of  illiberality  f  Ofwhenamaitary 
ohieftaln  is  in  the  cose,  shall  every  man  pnt 
bis  hand  on  his  montb  and  go  home,  allowing 
the  military  fever  which  now.  rages  to  oonsome 
every  thing!  Are  we  in  snch  a  case  to  be 
treated  wiu  facts  from  the  history  of  Athens} 
Why,  I  will  aslc,  what  beoame  of  Athens  t  It 
became  a  tyranny ;  and  so  will  this  Qovem- 
ment  tnrn  out,  when  once  the  constltntion 
shall  have  been  scorched,  as  It  will  be,  if  this 
military  plan  is  pnrened.  General  Brown's 
success  did  not  form  a  deht  If  that  was  alt. 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country  had  equal 
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Jected  to  makingdistinoti< 

treated  alike.    When  people  talked  of  economy. 


All  ought  to  be 
uvaum  aiiKc  itjiou  pcupie  udked  of  economy, 
they  onght  to  begin  to  practice  it  hero;  and 
not  go  home  and  talk  about  it.  He  was  willing 
to  go  heart  in  hand,  to  pnt  people,  when  they 
were  disabled  in  the  service,  on  the  pension 
list,  bnt  he  conld  not  ^ree  to  a  measnre  so 
partial  as  this  bill  proposed. 

The  question  then  Deing  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Ur.  BsBBiEH  said  he  was  called  npon  to 
record  hia  vote  on  this  qnestion,  and  desired  to 
state,  very  briefly,  the  reasons  which  would 
infinence  it.  Whatever  nay  be  the  resnlt  of 
this  discussion,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  all  will  a^ree. 
that  it  becomes  ns  to  condnet  it  in  a  spirit  of 
considerate  respect  for  the  snfl^ngs  of  the 
afflicted  lady,  who  ia  the  object  of  tlie  benevo- 
lent provisions  of  this  bill.  The  sorrows  of 
widowhood  and  of  orphanage  are  saored.  I 
am  persDsded  there  is  no  one  among  those  to 
whom  I  address  myself,  especially  that  there  is 
no  one  who  has  permitted  himself,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  consider  the  really  destitnte  condition 
of  die  family  of  General  Brown,  whose  feelings 
would  not  prompt  him  to  alleviate  their  suffer- 
ings. The  reibsol  of  any  member  of  this  Hoase 
to  give  his  assent  to  this  bill,  will  arise,  I  am 
mre,  from  oo  indisposition  to  relieve  them,  but 
JW>m  a  distrust  of  the  power  to  do  so,  or  from 
s  belief  of  the  ineipediency  of  establishing  the 
principle  which  it  proclaims.  It  becomes  ns, 
then,  to  essmine,  as  calmly  as  we  may,  both 
the  claim  which  is  made  upon  ns,  and  our  own 
power  to  afford  the  relief  which  is  solicited. 

A  gallant  and  gifted  soldier,  who  often 
perilled  life  in  our  defence,  and  wasted  health 
in  the  exposure  incident  to  protracted  warfare, 
has  been  recently  snmmoned  from  among  ns, 
leaving  his  family  in  a  state  of  utter  and  hope- 
less (Witotion.  To  the  desolation  of  the 
heart,  which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to 
orphanage,  are  too  surely  snperadded,  in  their  . 


case,  the  horrors  of  instant  poverty — the  abrupt 
transition  from  comfort  to  want — ^it  may  bo, 
the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respeetfm 
gratulation,  for  tlie  chilling  condolence  of  tho 
world's  cold  charity — its  protective  kindness — 
its  supercilions  sympathy.  The  impulse  which 
prompts  to  the  relief  of  such  sorrows,  is  innate, 
mstant,  irrepressible.  We  cannot  be  insensiblo 
to  it,  even  m  the  cold  exercise  of  legislative 

fower.  It  is  nature's  own  dictate,  and  it  will 
e  obeyed,  unless  controlled  by  the  imperiona 
obligations  of  conflicting  doty.  Do  these  ob- 
ligations exist  ber^t  Must  the  warm,  but 
often  erring  suggestions  of  the  heart,  be  re- 
strained and  rilenoed  by  the  calmer,  colder, 
but  more  enli^tened  dictates  of  the  under- 
standing and  the  judgment!  I  am  ready  to 
yield — it  may  be  a  reluotaDt,  but  certainly  an 
uooualified  oi>edienoe  to  the  latter — and  yet  I 
will  confess  it — it  is  due  to  truth  to  eay  so — 
that  I  would  not  surrender,  without  a  strugglo, 
the  conviction  which  I  feel,  that  the  vote  I  am 
disposed  to  give,  altliough  it  may  spring  from 
the  impulses  of  feeling.  Is,  neverthdess,  0(H1- 
secrated  by  Jndgment. 

Sir,  I  had,  with  this  dlstingulFihed  soldier, 
no  intimacy  of  acquaintance,  and  of  him  no 
particular  knowledge  beyond  that  which  is 
common  to  those  with  whom  I  am  associated. 
The  story  of  bis  life  was,  indeed,  familiar  to 
me,  for  it  illumines  the  page  of  our  national 
history ;  and  the  glor^  which  he  had  carved 
out  for  himself,  with  hia  own  good  sword,  baa 
now  become  the  common  property  of  his  coun- 
trymen. But  there  is  little  need,  on  this  ooca- 
sioDj  to  invoke  the  feelings  which  belong  to 
the  intimacy  of  friendahip ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  deal  with  this  matter  as  coldly  as  gen- 
tlemen please — as  a  question  of  power,  of 
Jnstioej  of  policy. 

The  moment  Is  not  propttionSj  «r,  at  least, 
so  far  as  I  am  oonoemea,  to  the  discussion  of  a 
question  of  mere  power — I  do  not  propose  It 
— but  I  would  not  shrink  from  it.  I  can  yield 
to  no  one,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  disposition,  to 
confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our  Federal 
charter ;  to  preserve  inviolable  and  nntonched, 
the  rights  wnich  are  beyond  its  pale.  But,  if 
there  be  a  power,  which,  more  emphatically 
than  any  ouier,  is  ^ven  to  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  in  the  hour  of  danger.  It  is 
given  generally,  and  in  det^l — fully — freely — 
altsolately. 

If  the  providons  of  this  bm  be  dictated  by 
an  enlightened  policy,  and  consistent  with  & 
sound  discretion,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
the  question  of  onr  anthority  to  do  what  Is  pro- 
posed, is  at  an  end.  Tha  position  cannot  be 
maintained,  that  the  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  invested  with  the  war-mak- 
ing power,  is  limited,  in  the  remuneration  of 
mUitary  service,  to  the  simple  frilfilment  of  its 
contract  with  the  soldier.  All  Governments, 
in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  ezoeedea 
this  limit.    This  Government  has  repeatedly 


Skuatk.! 

exceeded  it  It  habituoUy  acta  upon  a  princi- 
ple, which  transcends  it.  Wbat  is  the  princi- 
ple of  yonr  pensioii  law  ?  Your  contract  with 
theee  Midlers,  jon  say,  has  been  performed. 
On  a  recent  occasion,  you  have  Boleiniilx  de- 
cided that  it  has  been  (\ilfilled  to  the  letter. 
Whence  then  do  jou  derive  joor  power  to 
make  them  objects  of  your  bounty  t  That 
bonntj  is  eitended  to  the  wounded ;  to  tlie 
relatives  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle; 
of  those,  also,  who  havo  dietl,  in  consequence 
of  wounds  received,  or  casualties  encountered 
In  your  service,  ^hnt  is  the  pervading  prin- 
ciple of  these  acts  f  TVbot'  the  motive  to  their 
enactment !  What  but  to  cherish  that  military 
ardor,  which  leads  to  deeds  of  chivalry  in  the 
hour  of  coming  danger — to  nerve  the  arm  of 
the  soldier  when  he  strikes  for  his  oountry  t 
Look  to  the  case  of  Penelope  Denny,  sent  to 
OS,  two  years  since,  from  the  other  House,  and 
passed  without  a  dissentient  voice  in  this.  You 
^ve  to  the  mother  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died 
m  your  defence,  a  pension  for  five  years.  You 
have  provided  by  law  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  die  by  accidents  or 
casualties,  (I  use  the  words  of  uie  law,)  occur- 
ring in  your  service.  Gen.  Brown  was  as  em- 
phatically sacrificed  In  that  service,  sa  if  he 
nad  fallen  in  either  of  those  glorious  conflicts 
which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

Ur.  Uaoon  said  the  pension  law  ought  to  be 
applied  equally  to  all — to  rich  and  poor.  At 
present,  there  was  a  system  of  favoritism,  not 
unlike  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  was 
constantly  referred  to.  Every  seoson,  some 
new  cases  were  added  to  it.  He  knew  that 
the  feelings  wore  always  easily  excited  in  favor 
of  the  defenders  of  our  country ;  and  he  wished 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  them  all,  so 
as  to  give  them  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
what  was  decent  to  wear.  This  be  thought ' 
the  right  system  to  equalize  the  operation  of 
the  pension  law ;  and  he  must,  therefore,  vote 
Bgainst  this  bilL 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrosdng  the 
bill ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  oaya,  as  follows : 

Tiis. — Hesets.  BRmsrd,  Barton,  BsUmsn,  Ber- 
rien, BoulLgny,  Chsinbera,  Chase,  Eaton,  BsrrisoD, 
Hayne,  Johnston  of  Keutuckv,  Johnson  of  Lou., 
Kane,  Enigbt,  HoLana,  Marks,  Bobbins,  Bovan, 
Buggies,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Sllsbee,  Smith  of  Ud., 
Thomas,  WUley,  Woodbury— 28. 

N*TB. — VesBTs.  Bell,  Benton,  Braiich,  Chandler, 
Cobb,  Dickenon,  Ellis,  Foot,  King,  ITscon,  Noble, 
Parris,  TnieweU,  Tyler,  Whim,  Wi 


FBiDAr,  March  S8. 
JTetigon  College — Orant  of  Zand. 
The  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  for  the 
benefit  of  Kenyon  College,  m  the  State  of 
Ohio,  having  been  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Ckandlkb  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  providing  for  a  rimilar  grant  for 
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the  benefit  of  Waterville  and  Bowdcon  Ool- 

'm  the  State  of  Uvne. 

Ku<s  Bsjd,  that  the  biU  under  eonstdcn- 
tion  had  been  reported  upon  the  petition  U 
the  Trustees  of  Kenyon  College,  acconpaiiiid 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Lwislatnre  of  the  SUM 
of  Ohio,  ananimoasly  adopted  by  thst  bodr, 
enfordng  the  application.  As  strong  (aud  lb, 
K.)  as  was  the  claim  of  the  petitionen,  tlm 
respectably  recommended  to  a  GivtK'sUe  hea^ 
ing,  there  were  other  indnoements  to  be  isten^ 
in  the  circumstanoM  of  the  origin  ti  tUi 
instiiution,  and  of  its  progrcBS  to  its  pntoA 
interesting  attitude,  which  had  operated  ocn 


travels,  which  had  been  extensiTe,  throuii 
the  western  country,  discovering  that  ut 
means  for  education  were  not  cmnmeuiantt 
with  the  wonts  of  the  rapidly  inerawii 
population  of  that  great  resion  of  eonstiT, 
conceived  the  design  of  establishing  a  inniciiry 
of  learning.  In  some  ctmvenieat  poritiou,  npa 
a  plan  as  extensively  useful,  as  the  dwa^M* 
of  the  means  of  subsistence  could  posahly 
admit  ot  It  was  hardly  neoesaary  for  him  to 
remind  the  Senate,  that  in  no  country  oooid 
the  substantials  of  life  be  more  cheanlj  ob- 
tained than  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  beUend 
it  practicable,  and  experience  had  Ehown  U) 
belief  to  have  been  well  founded,  to  redcee  Ibt 
expenses  of  an  education  at  a  regular  ceOep 
within  the  competency  of  the  great  body  of  t^ 
farmers  of  the  country,  and  ofmen  in  ocdinuT 
ciroumstanoea,  of  other  pursuits  in  life,  to  edf 
cate  their  progeny.  With  views  thus  beqero- 
lent,  this  ploua  atid  learned  man  (Bisliop  ChM) 

Srocoeded  to  Europe,  and  obtained  from  v<il- 
ispoeed  and  wealthy  individuals  thne,  thirtj 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  ^>plied  to  this  ebjecL 
From  his  own  countrymen,  he  had  obtaiiMd  u 
additional  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  delltn. 
With  such  part  of  those  ftmda  as  was  not,  i? 
the  donors,  dcMgnated  fbr  partjcnlor  pnrfswx- 
ships,  a  laim  tratA  of  land  had  been  purcbM^ 
In  a  central  and  healthy  position  in  Ohio,  aid 
the  title  thereto  had  been  vested  in  a  corpM- 
tlon, whichhadperpetualsucceeeion.  Builoiiigi 
hadbeen erected toalimitedextent  Lsi^ud 
more  commodious  ediflcea  had  been  partlr  biilli 
and  must  await  the  further  aid  of  individubi 
or  of  the  Government,  for  their  comptetion. 

Ur,  KnooLsa  said,  as  he  had  preseiit«d  tlM 
petition  upon  which  this  bill  was  reported,  H 
would,  perhqifl,  be  expected  of  him,  that  t>* 
ahould  say  something  in  explanation  of  its  obj'^ 
The  President  and  Trustees  of  Kenjon  C* 
lege,  have,  by  their  memoriol,  respectftUl 
asked  of  Oongreas  to  grant  them  a'townsliip* 
land,  to  aid  their  efforta  in  rearing  and  lio>»' 
ing  up  a  seminary  of  learning,  which  Ua  ^ 
commenced  under  the  most  favorable  so^'^ 
and  is  now  in  a  state  of  great  fbrwaroo* 
The  funds  which  have  been  already  aeq°^ 
for  this  olfject,  have  been  raised  by  the  xKB* 
dent  alone,  (Bishop  ChaseJ  who  has  tgat^  ■* 
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puna,  and  omitted  no  eiertiong,  vithln  hie 
power,  to  curry  into  effect  this  design.  His 
great  devotion  to  the  bocccss  of  this  ioBtltation, 
for  Kveral  jean  past,  has  led  him  to  make 
great  Bacrifices  of  property,  comfort,  and  hap- 

Elness,  to  attain  liis  object.  He  has  succeeded 
ejond  the  most  sanguine  antjcipations  of  his 
friends,  and  even  beyond  his  own  most  ardent 
eipectatioHB.  The  donationa  already  made, 
in  Europe  and  in  this  eonntiy,  amoont  to  fifty- 
flvB  tboosand  dollars,  all  of  which  are  to  t>e 
«MlnMTeIy  applied  to  the  support  of  this  instl- 
tntion.  He  now  asks  Congress  to  grant  on( 
township  of  the  wild  and  nn  appropriated  lands 
Tithin  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  mrther  assist  him 
in  the  proseontion  of  this  praiseworthy  and 
patriotie  andertaking.  Hr.  R.  said  he  hoped 
the  application  woold  not  be  made  in  vmn — he 
ainoerelf  believed,  that,  when  the  Senate  took 
ioto  cooaiderstloa  the  great  and  unparalleled 
exertion  of  thia  diatiugnisbed  individual,  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  of  morals,  and  of 
learning,  they  woold  not  withhold  the  Braall 
aaaistance  asked  for. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  college,  for  which  this 
donation  was  asked,  is  situ^ed  in  the  connty 
of  Ettox,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  centre  of 
the  State.  A  tract  of  eight  thonsand  acres  of 
land,  very  rich  and  fertile,  has  been  pnrchased 
by  a  portion  of  the  funds  acquirea,  and  on 
thia  tract  the  buildings  of  the  college  have  been 
commence^-  Its  central  position  will  fiimish 
eqnal  facilities  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  part 
or  the  State.  Ibis  college  has  been  incor- 
porated by  an  set  of  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  and  the  nsnal  privileges  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  it.  From  the  ri4>id  progress  already 
made  in  the  buildings,  its  entire  completion  wilt 
bo  effected  in^  very  short  period  of  time. 

There  is  always  an  interest  created  in  the 
pablio  mind  to  know  something  of  those  who 
osTote  their  lives,  and  their  best  days,  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  for  the  servioe  of  mankind, 
Ur.  S.  sdd  be  would  make  a  plain  statement 
to  tlie  Senate,  of  the  ^eat  and  extraordinary 
exertions  of  this  distrnguisbed  individual,  to 
build  up  this  college,  and,  when  it  is  considered 
that  he  has  done  so  mocb,  it  cannot  be  thonght 
iaexpedient  for  Congress  to  do  something.  The 
President  of  thia  institution,  is  at  present  the 
Bidiop  of  Ohio.  He  was,  formerly,  an  Epis- 
copal clei^ymea  settled  as  a  preacher  in  the 
city  of  Hutford,  Connecticut,  by  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  wealthy  oongr^ations  in 
that  portion  of  the  Cnion.  Had  he  )>een 
satisfied  with  a  competent  support  through 
li&  and  dedrous  of  living  at  ease,  in  pleasant 
and  accomplidied  society,  he  would  have 
remained  with  bis  congregation.  But  his 
mind  was  of  a  higher  order;  be  was  desirous 
of  becoming  more  extensively  nsefal  to  hia 
fellow-citix^B,  and  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
his  benevolent  exertions.  In  obedience  to 
these  high  and  honorable  feelings,  he  deter- 
mined upon  emigrating  to  the  western  country. 
He  left  bis  rituatim  with  great  regret,  and 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESa. 

Ka^im  OolUgt—Grmt  ^  Ltmdi 


[Sbtat 


similar  feelings  were  manifested  by  all  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  at  their  separation. 
It  is  about  ten  years  since  he  established  him- 
self in  Ohio.  His  professional  duties  required 
him,  for  several  saooessiTe  years,  to  travel 
into  every  part  of  the  State,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
Here  he  collected  the  dispersed  and  scattered 
members  of  his  society,  and  organized  them 
into  churches.  It  was  a  work  of  great  labor, 
and  required  bis  constant  and  ourcmitted  exer- 
tions. While  thus  engaged,  he  became  exten- 
sively acqudnted  witb  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  the 
rising  generation.  He  saw,  with  deep  regret, 
the  great  deficiency  that  existed  in  the  means  of 
education;  and  bavins  connected  his  destiniea 
with  the  people  of  tLe  We.it,  he  resolved  to 
exert  all  his  energjea  to  collect  funds  and 
establish  a  college  for  the  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing the  yonth  of  the  country.  It  was  a  task 
of  no  ordinary  character.  It  required  per- 
severance and  firmness  of  purpose,  which  but 
few  possess.  He  oommwced  the  work  and 
has  triumphed. 

In  tbe  prosecution  of  his  object,  the  Pre^' 
dent  of  tills  institution,  a  few  years  since, 
visited  England,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
contributions  to  enable  him  to  build  his  college. 
He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  before  a 
great  interest  was  excited  in  his  favor,  and 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  personages  of 
tliat  country  contributed  largely.  Lord  Ken- 
yon,  whose  name  the  coU»e  bears,  took  an 
aotive  and  decided  part,  and  a  similar  feeling 
and  sentiment  were  created  in  others.  From 
those  generous  benefoctors  of  learning  and 
science  he  received  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
money,  books,  and  other  articles  necessaiy 
tor  such  an  establishment.  These  funds,  so 
generously  contributed  beyond  tbe  Atlantic, 
laid  the  foundation  of  this  institution.  Nor 
have  cor  ovra  citizens  in  the  United  Stated, 
been  less  mindfhl  of  the  great  interests  ot 
education.  Uore  than  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  people 
of  this  country.  The  generous  and  the  patri- 
otic have  everywhere  lent  their  aid,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty 'five  thousand  dollars  have 
already  been  realized.  This  tooney  has  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  land,  to  the  erection 
of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  placed  in  pro- 
ductive Ainds  for  the  support  of  Professorshipa. 
One  other  fact  ought  to  be  mentioned.  While 
the  gentleman  to  whom  reference  has  so  often 
been  had,  was  in  England,  many  persons  were 
desirous  of  making  him  some  presents — of 
conferring  upon  him  some  distinct  favors,  all  of 
which  he  declined  receiving,  lest  on  imputation 
might  rest  upon  him  that  his  object  in  visiting 
that  eoontry  was  for  his  own  private  benefit 
and  not  that  of  the  institution.  He  rei^uested 
that  all  those  presents,  intended  for  hmiself^ 
might  be  ^ven  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was 
engaged — they  reluctantly  yielded  to  his  re- 
quest, and  gave  them  tbe  direction  he  required. 


Ur.  Pabbib  B^d,  that,  in  the  reply  to 
tioQB  of  tlie  gentleman  from  North  Garolms, 
he  would  stat«,  that  both  the  colleges  in 
Mune,  to  which  a  grant  vs  proposed  by  the 
amendment,  are  chartered  institutions ;  each 
being  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Trustees, 
perpetual  in  its  duration,  in  which  are  Tested 
aH  the  lands,  and  other  property,  belOHnng, 
or  in  any  way  appertuning,  thereto.  They 
are  not  incorportd«d  as  eeotarian  iostitntions, 
no  particular  reli^ons  creed  being  required, 
by  charter  or  by  law,  as  a  Deoeesaiy  qualifica- 
tion for  their  President*,  Profesaors,  or  other 
officers,  Qentlemen  of  diifferent  religioua  senti- 
ments oonstitnte  their  Boards  of  Triut«e8,  and 
studenta  of  every  religions  denomination  are 
indiscriminately  admitted.  A  donation,  there- 
fore, granted  under  snoh  circumstanoea,  would 
not  enure  for  the  benefit  of  any  particular 
individual  or  religions  Beet,  or  even  eicluMTely 
Ibr  the  State,  but  for  all  who  may  hereafter 
bave  occasion  to  rteort  thither  for  the  benefit 
of  instruction.  The  intimation  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  that  the  aroendment  has  been  offered 
for  the  purpose  of  embarraasing  the  progress 
of  the  hill,  IS  most  assnredly  erroneons.  The 
Benate  could  find  another,  and  undoubtedly  a 
BuScient  reason  for  the  proposition  to  amend. 
The  publio  lands  have  become  a  fund,  upon 
which  all  who  are  seeking  for  grants,  eiuier 
for  charitable,  benevolent,  or  local  purposes, 
aeem  anxious  to  draw.  Applications  for  these 
'lands,  for  such  ot^ects,  have  been  increasing 
from  year  to  year,  until  now  the  proposition 
to  relinquish  the  whole,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States  in  which  they  are  situated,  has  been 
distinctly  submitted,  and  elaborately  advocated. 
It  ahonid  be  recollected,  that  the  publio  lands 
are  the  common  property  of  the  nation,  pur- 
chased by  the  Joint  funds,  or  ronqnered  by  the 
Joint  efforts,  of  all  who  compmed  the  Con- 
federacy at  the  thne  of  their  acquisition.  It 
is  not  wondorfitl,  then,  that  members  from 
other  States,  which  have  derived  no  especial 
benefits  f^om  these  lands ;  for  whose  institu- 
tions or  improvements  not  an  acre  has  ever 
been  applied,  should  ask  for  some  small,  incon- 
siderable grants,  for  similar  purposes  within 
their  own  St&tos,  This  consideration,  Mr.  P. 
believed,  had  itflneuced  bis  colleague  to  pro- 
pose the  amendment,  and  it  was  with  no  small 
de^e  of  surprise,  that  he  perceived  the  oppo- 
sition to  that  amendment  arose  principally 
from  the  friends  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  nave 
compared  the  claims  of  Ohio  with  those  of 
Uaine ;  and,  because,  on  the  division  of  Massa- 
chusetta,  her  public  lands  were  equally  assigned 
to  the  two  portions  originally  constituting  that 
State,  have  drawn  conclusions  unfavorable  to 
the  proposed  amendment.  What  bearing  that 
argument  can  have  upon  the  question,  is  not  i 
easily  perceived.  The  pnblic  lands  of  Uasso- 
chosetts  were  the  common  property  of  her 
whole  population,  A  portion  of  that  popula- 
tion is  formed  into  a  separate  community,  and 
being  legally  and  equitably  entitled  thereto, 
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receive  a  portion  of  the  public  fondt,  equl 
to  its  proportion  of  populatjon.  Tbu  wi 
community  has  also  a  common  interest  vith 
all  the  other  States,  in  the  pnblic  propotj  of 
the  Union,  And  can  thia  interest  be  ii 
any  dwree  affected  by  the  anangenKots  Tith 
MosBachnsetts )    Uost  certainly  not.    At  veil 


revenue  shoiild  bo  expended  in  Uaioe,  a 
mnnitioDS  of  war  be  deposited  therein  for  \a 
defences  beoanse  «  portioa  of  the  persontl  prop- 
erty, IncladiBE  oronanoe  and  military  tUmi 
which  she  hu  heretofwe  owned  in  comimn 
with  another  Btato,  haa  been  astdgiied  to  \a 
in  seTeralty. 

If  the  Senator  fiom  Ohio  bad  tamed  liii 
attention  to  another  view  of  thia  case— if  1» 
had  taken  into  considerBtioii  other  facts  vludi 
seem  to  have  >a  bearing  upon  the  qneetion,  lis 
might  well  have  come  to  a  different  concliraoa 
It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  especially  in  dli- 
cussing  this  amendment,  that  one  thiilY-aitb 
part  of  all  the  public  lands  in  the  6tal»  d 
Ohio  have  already  been  panted  for  the  us«  (/ 
schools  therein,  in  addition  to  what  bas  bca 
given  from  time  to  time,  for  the  endowment  rf 
colleges  and  academies.  And  what  lias  Mtiw 
ever  bad  from  the  publio  lands  or  pnUid 
Treasury,  for  literary  purposes  t  Not  a  aollir. 
While  la^  grants  have  been  made  for  vuioui 
purposes  to  other  States — for  opening  vn^ 
couBtmcting  canals,  educating  the  deaf  ud 
dumb,  and  other  objects — the  momeut  tnj 
effort  is  made  to  let  in  a  State,  which  ht) 
shared  nothing  from  this  fimd,  what  srt  ve 
told,  and  tliat,  too,  by  those  who  have  ben 
Urge  participators  and  are  still  eolidliig 
more  t  Stand  aside,  your  claima  are  still  to  n 
deferred  as  of  inferior  merit.  It  is  urged,  M 
nn  argument  in  &vor  of  this  grant,  that  iti 
effect  will  be  to  reduce  the  expense  of  edu- 
cation in  the  West,  and  that  the  beoefit  wil 
Bocme  to  those  of  that  region  who  cannot  our 
Bvnal  tiiemselves  of  the  advantages  of  a  pnblia 
education,  for  want  of  the  necessary  toeiiu. 
The  same  reason  applies,  with  equal  fonA 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment,  vA 
another  institution  m  Maine  founded  more  pir 
ticularly  for  the  instruction  of  those  de^lgiMd 
for  mecbanieal  and  agricultural  eInplo;aleIlt^ 
might,  with  great  propriety,  have  been  ii^ 
clnded.  It  is  no  less  important  in  the  £uti 
than  in  the  West,  that  the  expense  of  educs- 
tion  should  be  reduced ;  and  if  in  the  latter,  in 
consequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  pro- 
ductive soil,  the  expense  of  subsistence  is  !e«s, 
it  ceHainly  takes  nothing  from  the  force  of  the 
arFcnment  in  favor  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Tylbb  would  not  have  risen  but  for  the 
reference  made  by  the  gentJeman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  ITiRmsoK)  to  William  and  Mary  Coll^ 
and  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  drairu  ^ 
favor  of  Kenyon  College,  to  the  prdodice  « 
similar  institutions  in  Virginia.  Extensa 
grants,  it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  ff  illi«» 
and  Mary,  by  the  H''"g  of  £iidaiid,  yet  il 
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ested  also  on  the  basie  of  priTftt*  doiulioiu. 
)nt  Willuun  and  Morj  was  not  the  orij  literar; 
QstitDtion  in  that  Bute,  which  was  indebted 
o  prirate  donotloiu.  The  OoUege  of  Hamp- 
Icm  Sidnej,  which  had  been  for  man^  years 
agtilj  pro^rona,  had  been  reared  entirely 
rom  the  Babsoriptiona  of  individnali,  never 
laving  rooeived  as  he  believed  one  dollar  from 
he  exchequer  of  the  State.  The  same  remark 
raa  equally  true  ta  f^exd  to  Wttahin^n 
Tcdlege ;  and,  as  to  the  Univeruty  of  Yiiginla, 
IthODgh  it  had  received  cmridenble  endow- 
netiU  at  the  hands  of  the  Le^ature,  yet  it 
ilao  had  received  important  aid  fh>ni  the  contri- 
mtiona  of  individnau.  If  the  right  esiated  to 
nake  grants  of  the  natore  contemplated  by  the 
ifU,  M  conld  not  admit  that  any  distinction 
uiBted,  either  in  principle  or  policy,  between  the 
Mse  of  Kenyon  OoUese  and  thae4  which  he  bad 
kamed.  If  any  one  State  in  the  TTnion  had 
tronger  claims  than  any  other  on  the  pnblio 
ands,  enrelj  it  would  not  be  denied  that  Vir- 
[iula  was  that  State.  She  had  snrrendered  an 
iitensive  empire,  out  of  which  had  been 
wed  imporUnt  States  Those  States  nught 
w  joBtly  oonstderod  to  be  her  daughters,  for 
rhose  benefit  she  had  surrendered  her  lands — 
rhilst  she  had  placed  henelf  somewhat  in  the 
litoation  of  Eing  Lear.  Bot  he  did  not  ask 
in  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public 
ands  to  tne  ooUegee  of  Vir^nis.  He  did  not 
>eiieve  that  Congress  had  any  right  to  make 
iich  ^propriation  either  to  them  or  to  any 
ither  literary  institution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
iToteat«d  apUnst  the  passageof  the  bill  lutder 
HKuideration,  beoaose  he  I>elieved  tiiere  was  a 
jotal  absence  of  snch  power  lit  Oongress. 

It  might  be  oonndered  that  the  proportion 
wfore  Ute  Senate  was  of  little  oonseqoence. 
le  did  not  think  so.  Immensely  important 
lODseqaenoes  often  flowed  from  ^>parently 
rifling  canses.  The  proportion  made  by  l£r. 
ICadison,  when  he  was  a  Member  of  Ooagress, 
o  casse  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  post  road 
h>m  Maine  to  Qeorgia ;  a  proposition  which. 
i  the  time,  acarcely  attracts  the  attention  of 
he  public ;  had  been  made  tiie  basis  of  the 
lystem  of  roads  and  canals.  All  the  advocates 
it  that  syst«m  planted  themselvps  upon  that 
■recedent  with  an  ^r  of  trinmph.  The  sym- 
MUhies  of  Congress  had  been  appealed  to  on 
whalf  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  land  had 
»een  given.  That  was  already  quoted  as 
L  precedent  justifying  the  passage  of  this 
jilL  Qe  thought  that,  if  the  present  bill 
>a9sed,  the  Government  might  furly  be  con- 
idered  as  having  acted  upon  a  now  doctrine 
iiegnant  with  consequences  the  most  fatal  in 
heir  character  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
[f  Congress  had  the  right  to  endow  a  college, 
it  hod  an  equal  right  to  establish  primary 
Khools  of  instroction;  and  a  system  reared 
upon  this  principle  would  address  itself  as 
Krongly  to  tha  Interests  of  the  States,  as  any 
other  which  had  been  acted  upon.  Nor  were 
his  ban  npui  this  snt^ect  wholly  tm^inary. 


The  President,  in  his  first  message,  had  thought 

5 roper  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
ralional  University;  and,  acting  upon  tha 
principle  tn  extnuo,  a  propoeition,  he  believed, 
had  been  made  in  the  House  of  Reprosentativea 
shorUy  theraaft«r  to  establish  primary  sohoola 
throngbout  the  Union.  Were  gentiomen  pre- 
pared to  set  a  precedent  which  would  bo 
carried  to  such  conclusions  f  He  wanted  to 
know  of  what  value  the  State  Govemmenta 
could  be  if  this  Government  took  into  ita  bands 
the  supervision  of  the  highways  and  the  eduoft- 
tdon  of  her  children  t 

Mr.  BsirtOH  objected  to  clog^g  the  bill 
with  a  new  provbion  at  that  stage,  after  it  had 
Qudersone  all  the  ordinary  forms,  sod  had 
been  discussed  in  OcHumittee  of  the  Wbde,  and 
was  ripe  for  final  decirion.  He  o^eoted,  alsa^ 
to  raiming  parallela  between  the  elafms  of  dif- 
ferent St^ea,  and  atrikiDg  a  balance  which  waa 
to  be  liquidated  by  legislative  acts.  He  con- 
ceived that  every  bill  on^t  to  depend  upon  ita 
own  merits,  and  not  upon  its  associatioi^  and 
that  the  one  in  question  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
Xenyon  College)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  its 
course,  free  from  the  companionship  of  the 
way  passengers  which  might  attempt  to  join 
company  with  it  This  bill  was  for  an  object, 
specific,  notorious,  and  recommended  by  the 
favorable  request  of  the  L^slature  of  Ohio. 
A  legislative  request  from  a  sovereign  State 
ought,  at  least,  to  stand  for  sometbiDg.  The 
new  Stat«g,  he  admitted,  wpeared,  almost  too 
frequently  for  their  own  dignity,  at  the  bar  of 
Congress,  in  the  character  of  petitioners ;  but 
this  case  was  not  subject  to  uiat  remark.  It 
was  an  application  in  behalf  of  a  literary  Insti- 
tution, which  had  made  its  way,  from  small  be- 
ginnings, to  a  point  of  eminent  usefulness,  and 
Uiat  chiefly  by  the  great  exertions  of  a  single 
individoal,  the  pious  and  learned  prelate,  Bitui- 
op  Chase.  The  hct  that  the  institution  had 
been  able  to  command  so  hig^  a  testimonial  of 
regard  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ia 
which  it  was  placed,  would  be  conclusive  that 
it  merited  the  friendly  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. The  amount  of  aid  asked  was  not  con- 
siderable, whether  we  regarded  the  ability  of 
the  donor,  or  the  meritorious  nature  of  the  do- 
nation. The  United  States  had  more  land  than 
she  could  sell  for  any  terras,  even  the  lowesL 
The  township  requested  would  make  no  dimi- 
nution which  conld  be  felt  or  known.  The 
benefit  of  it  would  accrue  to  fiiture  as  well  as 
to  existing  generations,  to  the  people  of  any 
part  of  the  Union  as  well  as  Ohio.  Students 
may  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the 
benefits  of  education  on  terms  of  unexampled 
moderation.  If  the  new  States,  and  Ohio 
among  others,  were  the  owners  of  all  the  va- 
cant soil  within  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
for  them  to  sustain  their  institutions  upon  their 
own  resources;  but  as  the  fact  was,  all  the  va- 
cant soil  belon^K  to  the  Federal  Government, 
E lying  no  taxes,  bearing  no  share  of  the  pub- 
D  burthens,  ther«  was  oertunly  a  moral  obll- 
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gallon  on  this  great  landlord,  on  absentee  in 
the  wont  sense  of  the  vord,  to  contribnte  to 
tho  advancement  of  their  public  otject,  wheth- 
er for  the  iniproTement  of  the  mind  or  the 
conntrj,  or  otlierwise.  He  knew  it  might  be 
Baid  that  the  United  States  bad  made  an  appro- 
priation of  land  for  schools ;  but  he  considered 
all  snch  appropriations  greatlj  orerbalanced  in 
this  case,  bj  the  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
«hicb  Ohio  had  paid  for  public  lands,  hj  the 
taxes  which  she  had  lost,  and  b;  the  increased 
Talne  which  the  Indnstrj  and  capital  of  her 
citizens  had  cast  npon  the  pnblio  lands.  Ur. 
B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  need  not 
descant  npon  the  valae  of  edncation  in  a  f^ 
conntrj.  He  would  barely  sa;,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  repnblioan  Institutions  most 
depend  as  mnch  npon  the  intelligent^  as  upon 
the  virtne  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  HcLank  was  desirona  of  to  modifying 
tho  bill,  as  to  make  it  more  comprehcnuve,  so 
that,  if  it  were  proper  to  pass  it  st  all,  it  might 
embrace  other  objects  than  the  particaler  Insti- 
tntion  provided  for.  lie  was  nnwUling  that 
the  bill  should  proceed  in  !la  present  shape.  It 
involved  a  subject  of  great  magnitude,  and  pro- 
posed going  further  than  we  had  ever  gone  be- 
fore. Hitherto  we  had  confined  oar  donations 
of  pablio  lands  to  institntions  for  the  edncation 
of  the  deaf  and  dnmb.  To  be  snre,  these  were 
institutions  of  a  peculiar  character,  as  well  as  it 
regarded  the  mode  of  instruction,  as  the  unfor- 
tnnate  objects  of  their  care ;  and  ou  these  ac- 
counts stood  in  need  of  aid,  which  might  not 
be  had  from  individnsl  resources.  On  this 
ground  he  had  hilherto  stood,  but  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  travel  beyond  that,  and  appropriate 
the  public  lands  for  the  founding  and  endow- 
ment of  an  ordinary  colleee.  He  did  not  Icnow 
that  he  should  b«  opposed  to  snch  appropria- 
tions, if  the  policy  could  be  extended  to  all  the 
Btates,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
objects  of  ednoation  in  each.  He  was  unwill- 
ing to  confine  the  favor  to  a  single  institution, 
in  a  particular  State,  without  a  prospect  of  ex- 
tending its  advantages  to  others.  The  whole 
■abject  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he  ' 
thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  weigh  it  well 
before  we  acted  definitively  in  any  particular 
case.    He  thought  we  oonid  not  make  this 

frant  to  Ohio,  and  refuse  it  to  other  States, 
he  land  was  alike  tiie  property  of  the  whole 
Union,  though  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Ur. 
HASHieoH)  seemed  to  consider  it  tho  exclusive 
property  of  the  new  States.  It  had  been  ac- 
quired by  the  common  funds,  and  for  the  com-  ' 
mon  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  if  it  were  now 
to  he  given  for  the  purposes  of  edncation,  there 
was  no  reason  why  all  the  parts  should  not 
share  equally.  He  saw  nothing  in  this  partic- 
nlar  institntion  which  entitled  it  to  peculiar 
favor  i  he  thought,  too,  when  this  poficy  was 
adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to 
such  State  its  proper  proportion  of  the  land,  to 
be  applied  as  in  its  own  judgment  might  he 
pnqwr  to  the  several  institutions  within  Ita 
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limits.  Mr.  McL  would,  therefore,  move  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  C<xnnutte«  on  PeWe 
Ijnds,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  donations  of  land  to  eaA 
of  the  States,  for  the  support  of  collegee  within 
those  Btat«8. 

Vi.  BABTa<r  opposed  the  bill.  Tbe  State  of 
Ohio,  in  his  opinion,  had  no  special  clwm  to 
this'donation;  and  that  State  had  already  n- 
ceived  its  fbll  share  of  laod  for  the  pnrposea  cf 
edncation.  He  thought,  if  the  lands  were  to 
be  applied  in  this  way,  they  ought  to  be  ^ 
plied  equslly  to  alt  the  States  in  the  Union. 
There  were  a  hundred  institutions  in  the  coon- 
try  with  equal  claims  npon  Congress. 

Hr,  'Hatsb  said  that  this  hill  had  been  ooo- 
ridered,  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  maki^ 
an  appeal  to  the  good  feelings  of  the  Senate — 
and  another  gentleman  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
eay,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  would  only  be  an  aet 
of  proper  courtesy  to  those  at  whose  inetance 
it  had  been  introduced.  Buch  is  tho  guise,  ILr. 
President  under  wliicb  a  measure  is  nEhered 
into  this  House  which  involves  one  of  the  mort 
important  principles  that  could  posably  be  mb- 
mitted  to  ourconsideratitHi;  and  which,  should 
it  be  sanctioned,  will  establish  a  precedent,  that 
cannot  be  followed  up  to  its  legitimate  conse- 

rmces,  without  undermining  the  very  foun- 
ions  of  the  Federal  Government.  Sir,  m 
matters  of  mere  courtesy  and  good  feeling,  I 
should  bo  disposed  to  go  as  fbr  as  any  gentle- 
man here ;  ana  towards  the  new  States,  I  have 
never  cherished  any  sentiments  but  those  ti 
kindness.  But,  when  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to  the  snh- 
Ject  of  education,  within  the  limits  of  the  sev- 
eral States — when  we  are  called  npon  to  stretch 
the  constitution,  so  as  to  embrace  that  large 
class  of  snlgects  which  appertwo  to  the  im- 
provement M  the  moral  ana  intellectual  cosdi- 
tioB  of  the  people  within  those  States^are  we 
to  be  told  that  the  dedsion  of  a  qneation  cf 
such  immense  magnitude  depends  entirely  upon 
tho  courtesy  and  good  feelmg  of  this  House! 
Gentlemen  insist  that  we  must  confine  our  in- 
quiries strictly  to  this  bill,  which  merely  pro- 
poses to  grant  a  township  of  land  to  a  college 
m  Ohio.  BiiC  why  do  so,  sir  ?  Is  it  because 
gentiemen  are  unwilling  to  have  exposed  to 
open  view  tho  ma^ltnde  of  the  question  in- 
volved in  ]tf  Is  It  because  thoy  qiprehend 
that  the  grant  of  a  single  town^ip  to  Oluo 
will  be  considered  a  small  matter,  while  a  simi- 
lar provision  for  every  State  in  the  Unitm 
would  excite  the  vigilanee,  and  alarm  the  feaia, 
of  those  who  look  with  distrust  on  all  extm- 
sions  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment^ and  especially  over  sutijects  which  pecu- 
liarly belong  to  the  individnsl  States?  Bet, 
sir,  can  any  gentleman  wink  so  hard  as  not  to 
see  that  this  bill  does,  in  truth,  involve  the 

Snestion,  whether  the  Federal  Guvemment 
Itall  take  the  subject  of  education  into  its  own 
hands,  and  appropriate  the  national  funds  to 
that  object  I    I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  the  Sen- 
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atora  of  Ohio  to  eay,  if  this  bill  should  paw, 
Trill  they — can  they — ^refuse  a  similar  p-arit  to 
Uisaouri  or  Eentnckr,  or  to  any  of  the  new 
Stateat    And  when  edncation  shall  be  amply 

Erovidod  for,  by  OTunts  of  the  pnblic  property 
1  nil  of  the  Dew  States,  will  the;  refuse  dmi- 
lar  grants  to  "  the  good  Old  Thirteen  ?  "  Caa 
they  refuse  it  to  Yirginia,  who  Keneronily  and 
magnanimously  surrendered,  without  price,  the 
Tery  domuo  ont  of  which  this  grant  is  to  be 
made,  and  who  surrendered  it,  too,  on  the  ex- 
press condition  that  it  should  he  applied  to  the 
eqnal  benefit  of  all  the  States  f  Grant  it  to 
Virginia,  and  snrely  it  cEuinot  be  denied  to  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Will  eitlier  of  the 
Senators  fivm  Ohio  now  rise  in  his  place  and 
tell  US,  that  he  will  vote  against  any  each 

Sroposiitiont  I  know  they  wilt  not.  Snoh  a 
cclaration  would  be  the  death-warrant  of  this 
bilL  Then,  Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in 
ftsanming,  (what  is  In  truth  beyond  a  qnestion,) 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  roust,  of  necessity, 
eTentoally  lead  to  the  Kfuit  of  at  least  30,000 
acres  of  the  public  lands  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  for  tne  purposes  of  education.  The 
qaestion  is  therefore  now  fairly  brought  up, 
whether  it  is  con^titational  and  expedient  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take 
this  eul^ject  under  their  care.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  motion  mode  by  the  Senator  from  Dch- 
-ware,  (Mr.  MoLank,)  to  recommit  the  bill, 
irith  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  similar  grant  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  because  it  looks  the  subject  fairly  in  the 
face,  and  presents  the  true  question,  which  we 
are  now  called  npon  to  decide ;  and  because,  if 
we  are  to  moke  a  grant  to  any  one  State,  T  am 
clearly  in  favor  of  making  similar  grants  to  all. 
But,  sir,  I  hove  no  hesitation  whatever,  in 
entering,  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  my  pro- 
test against  the  extension  of.  the  JOrisdiction, 
and  the  approprijition  of  the  funds  of  the  Fed' 
eral  Goveminent,  to  purposes  of  education 
wiUun  the  eeveral  States.  I  know  that  all 
measures  for  the  promotion  of  benevolent  ob- 
jects iind  on  advocate  in  the  bosoms  of  most  men, 
and  that  the  idea  that  the  natinnal  funds  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  people,  (wnether  by  cutting 
roads  and  canals,  enlarging  the  bonndaries  of 
science,  or  cultivating  the  minds  and  morals  of 
the  community,)  is  one  very  apt  to  be  cherished 
"by  all  those  benevolent  persons,  who,  when  a 
good  end  is  to  be  accomplished,  never  trouble 
themselves  with  an  examination  into  the  evils 
■which  may  grow  out  of  the  measures  adopted 
for  its  accomplishment.  To  such  men,  the  bare 
suggestion  tliat  the  constitution  opposes  a  bar 
to  the  prosecution  of  any  just  or  benevolent 
acheme,  is  regarded  as  a  pro&nation  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  iostrument.  Bat,  sir, 
'e.  who,  though  charged  with  the  dnty  "  of 
Ming  uat  the   Repuolic  sustains  no  detri- 
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ment,"  find  ourselves  restrained  within  the  li 
its  of  a  strictly  delegated  authority ;  who  per- 
ceive, and  feet,  and  ore  compelled  to  aoknowl- 
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edge,  that  the  liberties  of  this  country  can  only 
be  preserved  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  oo»- 
Btitution ;  we,  who  know  that,  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government  over 
matters  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  wiQ 
finally  overthrow  this  beautiful  fabric  of  Got- 
emment,  which  now  stands  the  admiration 
of  the  world ;  we,  sir,  in  the  exercise  of  our 
high  and  sacred  trust,  cannot  be  influenced  by 
any  consideration  but  the  preeervation  of  ttia 
liberties  entrusted  to  our  oare.  It  is  our  dnty, 
sir,  to  exert  a  vigilant  control  over  every  d»- 
partment  of  this  Government,  and  to  resiat 
every  temptation  to  overleap  the  hoonds  of 
onr  antbority.  Sir,  I  am  not  more  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  unparalleled  excellence  of  otff 
inatitutions,  than  that  they  must  be  of  stuwt 
dnration,  if  this  Govemmeut  shall  long  oon- 
tlnne  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  over  mattan 
which  belong  to  the  States.  By  the  very  form 
and  structure  of  our  Government,  the  Jurisdi^ 
tion  over  all  matters  of  a  domestic  or  local 
natnre  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  Btate& 
To  the  Federal  Govurament  belong  those  pow- 
ers which  concern  the  foreign  relaUons  of  Qie 
country — snch  us  the  question  of  peace  and 
war,  our  commercial  relations,  and  others  of  a 
similar  character.  While  this  great  division  ii 
strictly  adhered  to,  and  good  faith  is  observed 
on  both  sides,  harmony  will  exist — but,  when 
the  Federal  Government  shall  undertake,  with 
its  patronage,  ita  influence,  and  its  revenne,  to 
invade  the  States — to  interfere  with,  to  regu- 
late, and  to  control,  their  domestic  concerns — 
then  will  begin  that  mighty  strn^te,  the  isane 
of  which  will  decide  whether  this  shall  become 
a  great  consolidated  Government,  (with  all 
power  centred  Lero,)  or  continue  a  Confeder- 
acy of  fi«e  and  independent  Stetes.  It  will  Iw 
a  etmggle  between  liberty  and  despotism :  for, 
surely,  no  man  ean  be  bo  infatuated  as  not  to 
perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  must  ineviubly  lead  te  despotism 
liere.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  raj  purpose  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  bill.  My  purpose  fa 
merely  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  importance  of  this  question — to  put  tliem 
on  their  guard  against  suffering  what  I  must 
consider  as  an  alarming  extension  of  the  pow- 
of  the  Federal  Government,  to  creep  into 
.„.'  legislation,  in  the  bnmble  and  imposing 
garb  of  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  in- 
stitution. 6ir,  this  Government  has  already 
gone  too  far  in  assuming  Jurisdiction  over  sub- 
jects which  either  do  not  belong  to  them  at  all, 
or  whioli  they  could  only  exercise  under  lim> 
itations  which  have  been  wholly  disregarded. 
Let  us  look  for  n  moment  at  the  powers  which 
Congress  have  already  assumed,  as  well  as  the 
extent  of  that  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert.  The  Federal  Government  has  taken 
under  its  charge  the  whole  subject  of  internal 
improvements  within  the  several  Statea,  with- 
out restriction  or  limitation.  We  are  now  snr- 
veying  the  oonntry,  fWtm  Hiune  to  Georgia, 
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■nd  from  tlie  Attantio  to  tbe  UiaBissippi,  okj, 
beyoDd  the  MbaUsippi,  to  the  ver^r  froatiera  of 
Mexico,  with  a  view  to  the  establiahmeDt  of  e. 
magDifioent  a7st«ni  of  intemal  improvemeat. 
We  have  already  appropriatod  milhoiu  of  dol- 
lars, and  millions  of  acres  of  land,  to  these  ob- 
jects, and  have  alreadj  actnaltj  anrvejed  the 
routes  of  roads  and  canals,  which  It  would  take 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  oouutr;,  for  twenty 
years,  to  constmct,  aod  yet  the  Bnrveys  are  not 
completed.  Boada  and  canals  for  military  and 
oonunercial  pnirioaes,  and  for  tbe  tranq)orta- 
tjon  of  the  mail,  have  Iwen  l^d  ont  in  every 
direction.  But  these,  we  are  t«ld,  are  all  na- 
tionaL  Bir,  I  should  really  be  ^lad  to  know 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  national  road  or 
ouial.  If  those  only  are  national,  in  which 
every  State  has  an  interest,  tben,  oertainty, 
very  few  of  that  deacription  have  yet  been  snr- 
Teyed ;  and  if  all  are  national  in  which  any 
pcntion  of  tbe  people  have  any  interest,  then 
all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  latitude  aa- 
Bumed  on  tfaU  subject,  it  is  certain  that  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  is  limited 
only  by  its  will,  and  may  be  exerted  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  resources  of  the  conatry ; 
and  it  will,  I  fear,  be  found,  in  ita  exercise,  to 
be  a  power  not  to  nnite,  but  "  to  divide  the 
States,  by  roads  and  canals."  HaviDg  aesnmed 
to  yoorsdves  nnlimited  jurisdiction  over  inter- 
nal improvementa,  y onr  next  step  was  to  take 
nnder  yoar  care  the  snltject  of  charities. 
Townships  of  land  liave  been  granted  to  Een- 
tncky,  Connecticut,  and  other  States,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  This  has  been 
done,  because  these  unhappy  persons  were  on- 
fortnnate.  But  are  not  lunatics  equally  unfor- 
tiiate  t  Is  there  a  fbrm  of  human  misery  bet- 
ter calculated  to  excite  all  the  ^mpathies  of 
onr  nature,  than  a  family  of  helpless  children, 
left  in  a  state  of  orphanage,  without  the  means 
of  support !  Are  the  aged  and  the  sick,  and 
the  desUtQto  of  every  class  and  condition,  to 
be  excluded  fVom  yonr  bounty,  if  misfortune 
alone  is  to  be  the  ground  of  your  interference  t 
Sir,  it  is  dear  that,  on  tbe  some  principle  on 
which  you  have  undertaken  to  provide,  out  of 
the  national  funds,  fur  the  deaf  and  dumb,  yon 
may  toko  all  the  charities  of  the  country  into 
your  own  hands,  and  build  np  a  system  of  na- 
tional poor  laws  as  oppressive  as  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Bat  now  we  are  called  upon  to  toko 
another  most  important  step.  We  are  to  moke 
a  grant  to  private  peraons,  to  enable  them  to 
establish  a  college.  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  bnt  to  a  corporation,  coosisting 
only  of  a  few  private  inuividuols,  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  of  the  beucvolent  character 
and  distinguished  talents  of  the  right  reverend 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  Eenyon  Col- 
lege ;  and  the  excellence  of  the  system  adopted 
at  that  institution  has  been  highly  eulogized. 
Sir,  I  accede  to  all  that  has  been  said  on  these 
points.  But,  if  yon  make  a  grant  to  one  col- 
lege in  Ohio,  will  yon  not  be  called  npon,  and 
on  yon  refuse,  to  mioko  it  to  others  t    And 


when  yon  have  passed  through  all  tbe  rapt- 
table  colleges  in  the  nnit«d  States,  most  tm 
not  take  up  tbe  common  scbools,  and  prDcidi 
also  lor  them  ?  In  short,  at  what  point  are  jn 
to  stop!  It  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  clear,  Ihi^ 
if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  may,  on  the  hum 
principle,  bo  called  ai>on  to  provide  for  iD  Ibt 
literary  and  scientific  institutions  in  the  Unien. 
Sir,  if  the  subject-matter  is  feirly  withiE  job 
jurisdiction,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  a  grud 
systenij  at  onc&  for  tbe  advancement  of  edt- 
cation  in  every  State  of  the  Cnion.  Vy  ^^ 
tion  reals  on  the  ground  of  your  having,  nuer 
the  constitution,  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
sulject. 

Mr.  Hacox  said  that  It  was  of  little  kkw- 
quence  whether  the  bill  passed  with  or  Tithoot 
the  amendment.  Either  way,  it  would  danon- 
Btrate  that,  whenever  a  door  was  once  opened 
they  never  shut  it  It  began  with  tbe  deaf  ud 
dumb,  and  it  ia  going  on,  so  tbat,  befoie  loog 
it  will  embrace  every  thing.  I  dtmt  like  U 
hear  members  talk  abont  the  constitntion,  nid 
Mr.  M.  It  is  useless.  I  have  taken  my  leiTt 
of  it  some  years  axo.  This  donation  in  fd  * 
college  establislied  by  a  meritorions  individuL 
But,  if  we  look  to  the  merits  of  individuah, 
where  sbidl  we  stop  t  Is  this  the  only  «sl^ 
lisbment  in  the  United  States  which  merib 
assistance}  Yale  College  has  always  bea 
highly  qKikeit  of,  and  that  has  as  good  a  clvn 
as  this.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  a  £t*U 
institution,  or  whether  the  States  manage  tbw 
establishments  in  the  Korth  and  West— but,  in 
the  South,  the  State  pnU  them  np  and  eay^ 
the  funds.  If  you  begin  with  this  institiitica, 
where  will  yon  end  !  Do  you  not  belicre  th* 
it  will  open  a  door  for  tbe  entrance,  witli  * 
petition,  of  every  State  in  the  Union  t  It  ril 
bring  the  States  to  Congrcsa,  where  they  aef 
ought  to  come.  These  things  nppesr  small  n 
the  beginning,  but  they  grow  in,  cooaeqaeM 
as  they  BO  on.  As  to  the  desire  for  edoratioa, 
it  is  universal ;  there  is  not  a  man  in  th 
United  States  who  has  as  much  knowledge  1> 
he  covets.  The  argument  that  education  i<« 
blessing,  baa  never  been  denied.  Bnt  was  it  to 
bo  managed  by  Congress  t  As  they  went  «i  t» 
increase  the  powers  of  the  National  1*P^ 
tnre,  they  made  It  more  unwieldy,  snd  in^ 
creased  the  friction  of  the  machinery.  AUtM 
States  would  ask  for  assistance,  if  it  was  pvai 
to  one.  There  was  formerly  a  collie  in  SuT" 
land,  and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  all  the  pn^ 
erty  was  destroyed,  but  the  land ;  and  th^ 
hoa  never  been  able  to  put  it  up  again;  trtil 
remoJns  as  it  was.  'Whether  this  was  to  li*' 
sectarian  college  or  not,  he  did  not  know :  but 
he  was  against  the  donation  on  all  considen- 
tions,  as  setting  a  bad  example.  _ 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  dedded  ia  tM 
negative. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  wr* 
third  reading;  snd  on  the  Slat  of  lbRa<^ 
was  read  a  Uiird  time,  passed,  and  suit  to  tai 
House  of  BepresentatiTea. 
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The  biQ  to  regulate  Intercourse  with  the 
Islancis  of  IfartiDtqne  uid  Giudaloupe,  was 
remd  t  second  time. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  Bud  it  was  onneoessaiy  for 
him,  At  this  time,  to  offer  an;  thing  bejond  a 
'brief  eipl&nation  of  the  origin  and  operation 
of  this  bill.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  he, 
tbat,  in  1826,  the  Britjiih  Goveminent,  bj  an 
Order  in  Gonncil,  opened  many  of  their  ports 
in  their  Weat  India  oolonieB  to  cdl  the  world,  on 
oertain  specified  terms.  Those  terms  It  is  not 
important  to  eonmeratA,  except  that  the  meas- 
nre  was  required  to  be  met  by  other  nations, 
within  a  particular  time,  b]*  commercial  regu- 
lations of  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  character. 
The  history  of  the  attempt  bj  this  Senate  te 
reciprocate  the  measure,  is  fresh  in  the  remem- 
bronce  of  all,  and  the  conaeqnenoes  as  well  as 
the  cansee  of  the  failare  of  that  attempt  need 
not  now  be  repeated.  But  the  French  Gov- 
ernment early  seized  upon  the  opportunity 
offered  by  the  British  order,  to  extend  the 
commerce  of  her  dependencies,  and  met  it  by 
the  French  ordinance  of  February,  1826.  That 
ordinance  ha^  recently  1>een  placed  on  tlie  tables 
of  all  the  member;  of  this  Honse ;  and  its  pro- 
visions, equalizing  the  duties  on  tonnage  to 
Tossels  of  all  nations  that  enter  Goadelonpo 
and  Martinique,  and  imposing  a  very  low  tariff 
on  many  important  articles  of  export  from 
tlua  conntry  to  those  islands,  are  now  familiar 
to  all. 

The  present  bill  is  intended  to  reciprocate,  in 
s  friendly  apirit,  the  proyiaions  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Hr.  W.  said  he  eould  conceive  of  no 
objection  to  its  passage,  unless  gentlemen 
should  apprehend  that  some  imporUnt  cause, 
dmiDK  the  last  two  years,  has  prevented  any 
steps  being  taken  to  meet  Uie  ordinance,  which 
onght  still  to  prevent  any ;  or  that  the  bill  goes 
fmther  in  its  indulgences  than  the  ordinance. 


cation  from  the  Department  of  State,  in  an- 
swer to  inquiries  by  the  committee,  and  which 
ivoold  be  read,  if  any  member  desired  it,  as- 
signing certain  reasons  for  the  delay.  It  ap- 
peared by  this  communication  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  presented  to  this  Government,  by 
the  resident  French  Uinister,  as  early  as  June, 
1626.  It  is  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
then  made,  as  to  what  shonld  be  done  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  that  the  President  doubted  his 
power  to  meet  it  by  proclamation  nnder  oar 
statute  of  Jannary,  1824,  concemine;  the  re- 
moval of  discriminating  duties ;  that  ita  publi- 
cation was  noticed  in  some  American  news- 
paper, by  the  Btete  Department,  soon  after  it 
was  received,  though,  Mr.  W.  swd,  it  had  not 
been  his  fortune  te  see  it  republished  in  any  of 
the  Northern  commercial  papers,  or  in  those 
printed  at  the  seat  of  Goveromentj  and  that 
nothing  since  had  hem  done,  or  hM  pnhUclr 


transpired,  concerning  the  ordinance,  till,  on  a 
resolution  of  the  vigilant  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, it  was  communicated  to  this  body.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thus  communi- 
cated, it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  they  seeing  no  reason  wliy 
the  ordinance  should  not  l>e  promptly  met,  by 
a  grant  of  similar  privileges  to  the  oommerce 
or  those  islands,  had  reported  the  present  bilL 

The  committee  deemed  it  neceesary  to  act 
speedily,  as  the  long  delay  .to  reciprocate  the 
measure  hod  given  rise  te  a  report  which,  he 
tmated,  wonid  not  be  verified,  that  the  privir 
leges,  so  for  as  regards  American  vessels,  had 
been,  or  were  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  They 
deemed  the  trade  also  of  sufficient  importance 
to  this  country  to  require  early  and  sednlons 
attention  from  the  constitnted  authorities,  in  its 
preservation  and  improvement. 

Mr.  SiLSBBB  said  that  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation received  his  approbation  in  committee,  ■ 
and  would  receive  the  support  of  his  vote  in 
the  Senate.  lie  considered  the  ordinance  of 
France  as  a  measure  adopted  by  that  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and 
without  reference  to  the  accommodation  of 
other  powers.  The  decree  itself  shows  this, 
by  the  omission  in  it  of  such  provisions  as  are 
found  in  tho  acts  of  our  own,  and  every  other 
Government,  which  ore  contemplated  to  he 
met  by,  or  to  depend  on,  the  acts  of  another 
party.  It  is  a  temporary  act,  smd  Mr.  S.,  re- 
vokable  at  tho  pleasure  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  most  have  been  so  considered  by 
this  Government,  te  whom  it  was  not  then 
oven  suggested  that  a  corre^ondlng  act  on  our 
part  was  required  or  expected,  ^e  supposi- 
tion that  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  ot  this 
decree  had  beeu  kept  a  secret  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  Mr,  8.  said,  woa  erroneous. 
Although  he  had  not  heard  of  this  decree  him- 
self, until  unce  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  its  existence  might  not  be  generally 
known,  he  hod  forwarded  several  copies  of  it 
to  commercial  sections  of  tlie  country,  yet  he 
did  not  do  this  with  any  expectation  of  giving 
information  to  those  who  are  usually  engaged 
in  trade  to  those  islands,  as  he  could  not  believe 
them  to  have  been  so  long  ignorant  of  it;  for 
these  voyages  are  made  every  few  months,  and, 
if  the  rates  of  duties,  or  privileges  of  trade, 
were  essentially  altered  by  this  decree,  no  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  a  vessel,  which  hud  teen  at 
those  islands  since  it  took  efifeot,  could  be  so 
r^ordlesa  of  their  interest  as  not  to  have  a  full 
knowledge  of  it.  Mr.  8.  smd  that,  very  soon 
after  hearing  of  this  decree,  he  found  that  it 
had  been  pablished  in  several  newspapers ;  one 
of  which  publications  he  had  seen  in  a  Balti- 
more paper  (he  believed  it  was  the  Commercial 
and  Daily  Advertiser)  of  the  2Sth  of  June, 
1826,  extracted  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the 
24th  Jnne,  which  publication  was  made  over 
the  name  of  the  French  Consul,  and  gave  all 
the  particnlBrB  of  the  decree.    The  date  of  tlda 
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pablioatioD,  Mr.  8.  belieTed,  wai  the  Teiy  day 
on  wbioh  it  was  received  bj  our  GoTenmieDt ; 
■o  tbftt  tboy  could  have  given  no  more  pub- 
licitj  to  it  than  they  must  have  seen  had 
already  been  done  by  an  officer  of  the  French 
GoTemmeot. 

Ur.  6.  mA  he  knew  it  ma  the  practice  of 
the  Govemment  to  publish  our  own  laws,  or 
those  of  a  leading  i^aracter;  bat  be  did  not 
know  whether  It  waa,  or  was  not,  their  prac- 
tice to  pnUish  those  of  foreign  Governments ; 
he  bad,  however,  nnderstood  that  such  was  not 
their  practice ;  at  any  rate,  it  conld  not  have 
been  neceasarr  In  this  case,  seeing  that  it  bad 
alreac^  been  done  by  an  officer  of  the  Govem- 
nent  irata  which  the  act  had  emanated.  Mr. 
B.  aaid  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  bad 
nisapprehended  the  amonnt  of  duty  on  rice. 
in  Btannf  it  to  be  7  per  cent.  Ho  would  flna 
It  to  be  T  f^CB  per  100  kilogrammes,  which  is 
equal  to  SS|  cents  per  bondred  weight,  or 
sbcat  SO  to  SB  per  cent,  on  its  prime  cost ;  bnt, 
whatever  may  he  the  rates  of  duties,  they  are 
to  be  the  same  on  importations  in  onr  Teasels, 
as  in  those  of  France,  vrliicb  should  satisfy  ns 
on  this  point.  [Hr.  S.  here  enumerated  the 
kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  export- 
ed to  these  colonies  the  last  year,  giving  an 
mount  of  800,000  doHarB.j  Mr.  B. 
o  the  Senate  (without  offbring  any 
amendment)  that  the  proviso  of  the  biU  did 
not  onthorize  the  President  to  annul  it,  while 
any  one  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  decree 
existed,  or  while  any  one  of  the  articles  enu- 
merated in  it,  were  admitted  into  the  French 
Islands. 

Ur.  WooDBusr  remarked  that  he  hod  inad- 
vertently stated  the  duty  on  rice  at  t  per  cent 
At  t  f^ncs  the  hundred  kilogrammes,  it.  wonld 
amonnt  to  from  I8'to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Bkafoh  rejoined,  that,  with  the  highest 
respect  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Bobbie,)  he  very  much  questioned  wheth- 
er the  Senator  himself  was  satisfied  with  the 
reasons  aasigned  for  the  suppression  of  this 
truly  important  information.  For  he  now  con- 
eiders  it  to  be  onr  duty  to  pass  the  bill  on  your 
table,  and  thns  place  uie  trade  of  the  two  coun- 
tries on  the  baaia  of  equality.  Had  the  gentle- 
man been  in  possession  of  this  information  at 
the  last  session,  wonld  he  not  have  considered 
It  to  have  been  his  dnty  to  have  advocated  the 
passageofasimilarlawthent  Most  assuredly  he 
would ;  for  all  must  admit  that,  if  it  is  right 
and  necessanr  to  legislate  now,  it  was  equ^y 
so  then.  Why,  then,  has  this  ordinance,  this 
new  tariff,  of  dnties  on  the  trade  with  Guade- 
loupe and  Martinique,  been  withheld  frvm  the 
American  Congress?  Mr.  President,  the  canse 
is  but  too  apparent  Believe  me,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
blinded  in  this  way ;  a  short  retrospect  will 
enable  them  to  understand  the  policy  and  views 
of  those  at  the  head  of  our  Government,  and 
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and  to  throw  their  own  eondnct  into  ffisetefit 
Mr.  Clay  says  that  the  French  ordinance  ra 
published  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  ntw^ 
pers  of  this  country  in  1826,  which,  hoi[«T^ 
no  person  that  we  know  o^  or  the  committci 
could  find,  over  saw,  or  can  now  find.  Lis^ 
it,  however,  to  he  true,  is  it  a  snSicient  rimi 
why  the  President  of  the  United  States  ibedd 
not  have  officially  communicated  the  intdS- 
gence  to  both  Houses  of  Consresef  Is  tUstbi 
proper  course  for  the  Chief  Uagistrste  lojiD- 
sue  I  For  an  officer,  whose  constitntionil  ni 
sworn  dnty  it  is  to  give  all  proper  infonnsliia, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Congress  of  At 
United  States  I  No,  sir,  this  cannot  have  bea 
the  true  reason  Jbr  withholding  the  facts  bv^ 
Congress.  It  is  a  mere  subterfbge,  disrepcO' 
ble  to  the  American  character.  "Iiiey  hare,  I] 
their  own  showing,  said  Mr.  B.,  acted  ia  ■ 
manner  which  merits  the  severs  reprebecaca 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  TuEWEU.  wonld  suggest  to  the  Cbra- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  (Kr. 
WooDBcnT,)  who  introduced  the  bill,  of  Tlid 
he  entirely  approved,  whether  there  wss  lat 
some  hazard  that  this  bill,  in  its  present  tiim, 
would  repeal  the  construction  vhlch  the  ts.- 
ecutive  had  given  to  the  Inw  rf^nlo^g  th 
commercial  interconrso  between  Uiis  cosnOT 
and  France  herself.  The  Sensic  had  seen,  free 
a  communication  made  by  tho  Secretary  of 
State,  that,  in  tho  exercise  of  the  discretks 
vested  in  the  Treasury  Department,  on  ds 
arrival  of  some  French  rebels  from  Frux^ 
via  Martinique,  doubts  arose  whether  tlitj 
were  to  Im  regarded  as  coming  trata  Frances 
from  Martinique.  There  was  a  wide  differOM 
as  to  the  duties  to  he  paid  in  either  case;  bK 
the  proper  officer  of  the  custonis  had  ha 
directed  to  consider  them  as  coming  fnB 
France;  thus  placing  them  in  the  most  fiiv. 
able  situation.  Suppose,  u&A  tSr,  T.,  a  tcm) 
bound  fhjm  France  to  Martinique,  with  a  tttff 
of  claret,  aetls,  on  her  arrival  ttiere,  a  pirtrf 
her  cargo,  and  with  the  balance  arrives  in  the 
United  States,  will  she,  if  this  bill  psfsn,  U 
regarded  any  longer  as  a  vessel  from  FnM* 
or  from  Martinique  t  Might  not  the  paseap  « 
this  hilt  be  regarded  as  confirming  tbe  Eikb- 
tive  construction,  and  so  sutgect  snch  rtseA 
to  greater  duties  than  are  now  imposed  OD  <XS 
own  vessels,  under  nmilar  circomstences,  n£ 
thus  subject  our  navigation  to  crvater  kea 
than  any  benefits  to  he  derived  from  tlw  Id 
would  produce?  Mr.  T.  thought  the  tsD  fas' 
better  be  so  emended  as  to  guard  against  snd 
a  possible  result. 

Mr.  SmxH,  of  Maiyland,  mored  to  unni 
the  hill,  by  inserting,  in  tbe  fifth  line^  afto'tk 
word  "islands,"  the  words  "or  of  Fitnw-' 
The  object  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  S.  said,  n* 
apparent.  He  had  understood  that  French  t^ 
selB  coming  ttora  France,  via  Martinique  tM 
Gnsdeloupe,  have  been  admitted  into  onr  p<rt 
on  the  terms  of  the  con  vention ;  and  this  han 
the  case,  why,  aaid  he,  leave  the  matter  to  t» 
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(ractioa  I  Wb7  not  word  ^rotir  lair  so 
on;  be  expressed  t  If  the  bill  passes,  w 
int  to  ihe  world  in  its  preeent  shape,  it 
lonsidered  that  vesaela  coming  here  from  the 
flench  oolonies,  origiiiallf  from  FVanoe,  will 
M  subject  to  alieo  duties ;  and  France  will 
hen  have  caase  to  complun.  Why  not,  said 
tr.  S.,  make  the  matter  so  plun  as  to  be  an- 
leretood  by  eTerybody  I  Fi«noe,  said  he,  «m- 
iloTB  very  few  colonial  vessels:  her  colonial 
rode  IB  prin^pally  carried  on  by  veasels  oom- 
Off  from  old  ^Vnnee,  and  tonoblna  at  tlieir  col- 
nies  for  cargoes,  which  they  bring  to  oni 
onthern  ports.  The  French  trade  ia  very  im- 
mrtant  Ia  as ;  it  had  quadrupled  itself  sinoc 
he  convention  was  entered  into.  That  oon- 
rention,  said  Mr.  &.,  was  very  odions  to  the 
French  merchants,  particnlarly  to  those  of 
Sordenax ;  for  he  Wieved  hinisdf  warranted 
a  asserting  that,  since  onr  vessels  bad  been  ad- 
nitted  into  the  ports  of  Franoe,  on  tiie  same 
onnage  duties  as  French  vessels,  nine-tentlis 
)f  the  trade  was  in  onr  hands.  8ir,  said  Mr. 
3.,  a  new  administration  has  come  Into  power 
n  France ;  we  not  know  what  their  views 
M  we  do  know  that  the  views  of  TiUele 
>f  the  most  liberal  kind.  He  was  going  on 
{ntdnally  to  place  the  trade  of  the  whole  world 
m  Cenns  of  the  most  fiur  and  perfect  re- 
dprocitr.  He  did  not  know,  as  he  had  jnst 
Aaerved,  what  might  be  the  policy  of  the  nev 
French  Ministir;  but  the  merchants  of  Bor- 
leaux  were  nnng  every  exertion  to  abrogate 
lie  convention.  They  say,  that,  since  it  was 
iDt«red  into,  the  Americans  monopolice  the 
rhole  trade. 

Of  all  coantries,  sud  Ur.  S.,  I  wish  to  oon- 
dliate  France.  She  is  important  to  us  in  a  po- 
itioal  point  of  view — important  tons  in  aoom- 
nertdal  point  of  view.  Onr  exchanges  with 
lar  are  nighly  advantageons,  as  she  takes  from 
u  onr  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  staples, 
led,  in  retnm,  we  get  from  her  many  articles 
naeh  cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  Enc- 
and.  From  the  view  be  h»d  taken  of  the  sno- 
ect,  he  oonld  not  bnt  hope  that  this  amend- 
nent  might  prev^. 

Why,  said  he,  leave  that  to  constmetion, 
rhicb  we  can  make  express  t  Why  not  make 
nr  Uw  inch,  that  France  may  bo  perfectly 
NtisBedT 

Vr.  MoLjin  said,  that  he  was  not  very  de- 
sided  in  his  ot^eotions  to  the  amendment,  but 
lu  considered  it  not  altogether  consistent  with 
Die  bin,  and  rather  a  departure  from  practice ; 
ind  on  those  gronnds  he  shoold  be  gratified  if 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it  The  bill  was 
not  framed  with  a  view  to  the  direct  trade ; 
■nd  no  provision  that  they  conld  insert  woold 
■ifect  the  convention  between  this  coantry  and 
France.  The  bill  is  solely  ^plied  to  the  regn- 
lation  of  the  colmiiol  trade.  The  arrangement 
which  was  to  bt  made  by  this  amendment  in 
relation  to  the  direct  trade,  was,  he  oonsidered, 
settled  by  treaty.  Whether  vessels  coming 
from  FnJux^  and  tottchlng  at  the  ooknie^ 


should  be  admitted  here,  was  not  the  question 
under  discussion.  The  Government  has  already 
dedded  that  their  eoustmotion  of  the  conven- 
tion is  favorable  to  their  admission.  On  that 
subject,  therefore,  nothing  coold  be  done,  and 
nothing  was  needed.  It  was  already  settled 
by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this  right,  Con- 
gress oonld  not  prevent  it.  If  they  have  not^ 
it  ought  not  to  be  given  to  them,  and  Oongrees 
ought  not  to  interfere.  Suppose  that  France 
were  to  put  a  different  construction  on  the  CfW- 
vention  to-morrow,  by  which  this  privilege, 
granted  to  them  by  onr  Oov^^ment,  shontd  be 
denied  to  ns  in  return!  We  ahoold  thai  be 
bound  by  our  law.  We  oonld  not  then  control 
any  nnezpected  act  of  the  French  Goveniment, 
because  we  should  have  tied  np  the  hands  of 
onr  Executive  by  this  bill.  At  preunt,  the 
eonstmction  of  the  convention  by  onr  Oovern- 
ment,  was,  that,  if  a  vcesel  leavea  part  of  her 
cargo  at  the  Islimds,  she  may  come  here  with 
the  remainder,  and  her  voyage  is  not  consid- 
ered aa  broken.  Bnt,  if  ebe  takes  in  «  new 
cargo,  her  voyage  is  broken,  and  she  is  not 
allowed  to  come  here  nnder  the  terms  of  thei 
convention.  If,  however,  the  amendment  were 
to  be  adopted,  she  may  do  so.  Hence,  the  pro- 
visiona  of  this  bill,  so  amended,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  terms  on  which  the  direct  trade 
has  been  settled  between  the  two  oonstries. 
He,  Mr,  UoL,  thought  it  would  be  anwise  to 
do  this.  We  were  proceeding  grodnslly  in  the 
adjQstinent  of  oar  trade  with  France,  with 
whom  we  now  have  a  fur  nnderstandiog.  He 
thonght,  therefore,  that  nothing  ought  to  be 
done  which  would  conAiae  or  inteifero  with 
that  perfect  errangement  of  the  intercourse  on 
fcir  and  reciprocal  principles.  These  were 
briefly  the  vifewa  which  induced  him  to  wish 
that  tiie  amendment  might  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SiLSBxa  said  that  the  bill,  aa  reported  by 
the  committee,  not  only  folly  redprooated  aU 
that  was  granted  by  tiie  French  decree,  bnt 
went  even  a  Uttle  farther.  That  decree  did  not 
>  importation  into  Martinique  and 
Guadeloupe,  of  all  our  products,  bnt  on  enu- 
merated list  of  them,  mxn  which  flour  and 
some  other  articles  were  coiclndedi  whereas 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  permits  tho 
importation  Into  this  country,  from  those  colo- 
nies, of  any  and  all  their  produce  which  may 
be  permitted  to  be  brought  here  from  thence, 
in  thdr  vessels.  The  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  will  authoriie  the  importa- 
tion from  thence,  of  any  of  the  produce  and 
mannfoctnree  of  France  which  may  have  been 
previously  deposited  there,  which  will  be  giv- 
mg  to  these  colonies,  and  without  equivalent, 
greater  privileges  than  are  enjoyed  either  by 
France  or  England,  nnder  the  existing  treaties 
with  them.  The  produce  of  these  Frenek  ocdo- 
cannot  be  imported  into  this  conntiT  from 
'       "         raUi,  ■'  " 


Frauce,  yet,  if  this  b 
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prodnce  and  manufactures  of  Frutoe  mn  be 
I  imported  from  those  colonies ;  this  vaa,  Mr.  8. 
I  beUered,  what  never  had  been  dona  bj  tboM 
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GoTemment,  except  Doder  treat/  itipnlktion 
and  for  &  f^  eqaivslent  ill.  S.  mid,  that  he 
had  nnderstood  that  our  trade  with  France  waa 
probably  now  the  aabject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Grovenimeiits ;  and,  said  Ifr.  S., 
would  it  be  wise  or  sound  policy  to  interpose  a 
measure  like  this,  and  therebj  derange  the 
progress  of  negotiations  t  It  has  Jnst  been  aaid 
that  a  leading  object  with  France,  in  her  trade 
with  this  coont^,  is  to  get  her  produce  and 
maonfactnres  into  this  conntiy,  on  favorable 
terms :  if  this  be  the  cose,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment wonld  give  to  the  French  GoTemment  a 
great  advantage  in  negotiations  which  may  now 
be  pending.  It  might  give  to  France  all  that 
she  wanted.  And  it  was  certainly  bad  policy, 
when  we  were  endeavoring  to  msJie  an  advan- 
tegeons  arrangement,  to  make  such  an  offer  in 
advance,  without  knowing  whether  any  equiva- 
lent woold  be  received  for  it.  France  may 
say,  we  have  already  a  right  of  introducing  our 
prodnoe  and  mannfactnree  into  the  United 
Btates,  through  the  colonies,  and  therefore  do 
not  wish  to  ne^tiate  on  that  snitJect.  The 
possibility  of  intermpting  an  arrangement 
which  could  be  mad«  so  much  more  satisfacto- 
rily by  treaty  than  by  Iqiislation,  ought  to  be 
avoided.' 

Hr.  Sostmos,  of  Lonidans,  said  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  b  unne- 
cessary, and  IS  confonndins  two  thinge,  which 
are  entirely  distinct  in  their  nature.  The  bill 
was  careftUiy  prepared  by  the  committee,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
it  embraces  eveiy  thing  proper  to  meet  the 
terms  of  the  French  ordinance. 

The  direct  trade  between  tiiis  country  and 
France  is  regulated  by  a  convention,  and  it  has 
been  settled  that  the  vessels  of  either  may 
touch  at  any  colonial  or  foreign  port  for  infor- 
mation, without  a  deviation  trvja  the  direct 
voyage.  But,  if  a  French  vessel  touches  at  the 
colonies,  and  breaks  bulk,  it  is  a  deviation,  be- 
cBose  the  French  colonic  are  eicluded  from 
the  operation  of  the  convention ;  but  this  trade 
wiE  fall  within  the  operation  of  this  bilL  It 
is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  connect  what 
properly  belongs  to  the  oonstmction  of  the 
convention,  witii  the  regulations  of  the  colo- 
nial trade. 

This  ordinance  is  temporary  In  its  character 
— it  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign ; 
and  we  have  had  no  evidence  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  There  can  be  no  in- 
disposition In  this  Government  to  reciprocate 
the  terms  of  it.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Haryland  is  entirely  mistaken  in  his  views  of 
France,  in  passing  this  regulation.  Navigation 
is  not  the  object  of  France.  Bhe  knows  that 
she  cannot  contend  with  us.  It  is  trade — the 
exchange  of  productions,  to  which  she  looks. 
The  gentleman  says  we  have  nine-tenths  of  the 
carrymg  trade  since  the  operation  of  the  con- 
vention ;  and  then  says,  France  had  the  inter- 
est of  her  navigation  in  view,  in  passing  the 
ordinance,  wbi<£  is  to  equalize  the  duties.    It 


vastly  inerease^'j  and  it  is  this  increanng  tndi 
— not  navigation — that  indnced  her  to  premd- 
gate  this  ordinance.  France,  feeling  that  n 
have  some  advantages  in  navigation,  reqnutt 
of  us  other  commercial  advantages,  a*  ai 
equivalent;  and  now  the  gentleman  urges  dx 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  an  olnect  of  great  im- 
portonoe,  te  conciliate  the  shipping  intereH  of 
France.  Bir,  France  wants  our  marketa.  H«r 
object  Is,  to  get  from  ns  what  she  wanta,  in  ex- 
change for  what  she  can  give  as.  She  knov^ 
that  the  moment  the  duties  ar«  eqoalized,  oh 
national  advont^^  will  give  ns  the  carryiif. 
She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  equivalent  ii 
the  valuable  and  increasing  trade.  The  sl^ 
ping  interest  will  not  be  conciliated  by  Oa 
oill.  What  can  they  anticipate  from  the  optr- 
ation  of  a  principle  which  the  gentlenaii  s^ 
they  are  disaatisfled  with,  and  which,  be  add^ 
^vee  ns  nine-tenths  of  the  carr]riiw  trade  t 

Ifr.  Stirrn,  of  Uaryland,  awd,  if  the  gaillt- 
man  wonld  desbt,  ha  would  witlidrBw  tit 
amendment. 

Hr.  Hathx  Bud  he  should  mppoae  that  tt* 
very  &ot  of  our  being  sbont  to  pass  this  lav 
now,  furnished  a  sufficient  reason  why  « 
ahomd  have  passed  it  a  year  ago,  if  we  bsl 
then  possessed  the  information  we  bare  m*. 
The  gentieman  from  Loumana  aoya,  that  tke 
French  Government,  in  issaiug  this  ordinarc^ 
had  acted  with  regard  only  to  ite  own  inter- 
ests; but,  said  Mr.  H.,  can  there  be  a  dock 
that  the  duties  on  Amerioan  prodnoe,  csncd 
into  the  French  islands  in  Americaa  veMtfe, 
have  been  redoced  4o  a  manner  highly  £inr- 
able  to  US  ?  Can  it  he  doubted,  thU  sach  n- 
dnotion  of  duties  on  American  tonnage  was 
calculated  to  benefit  the  Amerioan  farmer  ad 
ship-owner?  And,  farther,  can  tbeie  he  s 
doubt,  if  we  do  not  reciprocate,  tliat  we  irS 
be  holding  out  an  inducement  to  the  f^oiA 
Government  to  rescind  the  ordinance  I  Be 
must  lay,  that  it  was  unfortunate — be  woaU 
use  no  harsher  term,  in  this  debate,  than  nnSjr- 
tonate — that  this  matter  had  not  been  laid  be- 
fore Congress  by  the  Executive,  and  that  •  KB, 
meeting  the  liberal  views  of  the  French  GoT- 
emment, had  not  been  passed  a  year  ago.  He 
took  it  to  be  the  true,  be  might  say,  the  tattled 
policy  of  this  country  to  reciprocate  every  act 
of  foreign  Govemmenta,  whlcb  had  a  tendea^ 
to  put  our  commercial  intercourse  oo  a  lave 
liberal  footing.  This  we  had  dme,  in  aome  ia- 
stances,  by  treaties,  and  in  others  by  lcfi*l»- 
tion.  He  took  it  for  granted  thatth«  Frendi 
Government,  in  issning  this  ordinance:,  had 
been  inflnenced  by  a  due  regard  to  their  owl 
interests,  but  it  by  no  means  followed  thK 
they  wonld  adhere  to  the  policy  of  impoHBg 
low  duties  on  our  prodnce,  if  we  persevmd  Bi 
imposinff  high  duties  upon  theirs.  There  was 
no  fact  m  thb  case  to  show  (as  the  gentlem 
from  Loni^ana  had  contended)  that  Ute  Frtwk 
ordinance  was  merely  temporary,  or  that  it 
waa  not  expected  of  us  to  reciprocate  it.    If  it 
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haa  continned  aarepealed  to  this  Avf,  notwith- 
Bta&din^  our  omigsion  to  titke  the  smallest  no- 
tice of  it,  we  might  well  regard  it  as  a  perma- 
nent regnlation ;  but  if  it  Iiad  l>eea  temporarf, 
the  reason  wonld  only  be  streugtheaed,  why 
we  should  have  reciprocated  it  wiUiont  delay. 

Ur.  Tazbwbll  said  he  ahoold  not  rote  for 
fliis  bill,  bat  for  the  proviso  which  it  contained. 
This  would  enable  the  Eiecutive  to  meet  the 
contingencT  of  tlie  French  Government  repeal- 
ing its  ordinance.  He  had  information,  upon 
which  he  entirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment, anch  a  contingency  had  probably  oc- 
corred.  Bhoold  this  prove  to  be  the  cose,  it 
was  necessary  that  onr  regulations  should  con- 
form to  those  established  by  France  in  rofer- 
enoe  \o  this  snbject ;  and  the  power  to  produce 
snoh  a  conformity  on  oar  part,  waa  given  to 
fhe  Execntive  by  this  proviso. 

The  event,  which  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  rendered  so  probable,  (a  change  of 
the  policy  of  France  since  the  promnlgtttion  of 
this  ordiuanoe,)  had  occasioned  him  to  reflect 
upon  the  canses  which  might  have  contributed 
to  its  production ;  and  amongst  these  canses  he 
oonld  see  none  so  probable,  as  the  inatt«ntion 
of  the  United  States  daring  so  long  a  period, 
to  meet  the  overtures  made  to  us  by  France  in 
this  ordinance.  The  tustory  of  the  transaction, 
OS  he  nnderstood  it,  was  this : 

In  the  summer  of  1828,  Great  Britain,  not 
having  concluded  any  satiuBotory  arrangement 
with  the  United  States  in  relation  to  her  colo- 
nial trade,  passed  a  law,  whereby  the  ports  of 
ber  colonies  were  closed,  after  a  certain  day,  to 
any  nation  who  did  not  reciprocate  with  her 
the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  opening  them 
to  any  nation  who  shonld  do  eo.  The  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  although  in  posses- 
sion of  this  act  of  Parliament,  fdlod  to  submit 
it  to  Congress,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  time  limited  by  the 
act  expired  without  any  reciprocal  aid  being 
passed  by  us.  Great  Brittun  tlien  finding  her- 
self in  a  different  situation  tktm  that  which  she 
had  before  occupied  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  gave  effect  to  her  own  statute,  and  her 
Test  Indian  ports  were  so  closed  to  the  vessela 
of  the  United  States. 

France  acted  with  more  discretion ;  and,  In 
February,  1838,  adopted  this  ordbanoe  by 
which  the  British  act  of  Parliament  is  recipro- 
eated  by  her.  The  effect  of  this  ordinance, 
howaver,  is,  to  open  the  ports  therein  men- 
tioned to  the  vessek  of  any  nation.  The 
United  States,  therefore,  might  have  entitled 
themselvea  to  its  benefits  as  well  as  any  other 
power.  To  enable,  as  well  us  to  induce  them 
to  do  so,  in  June,  1828,  the  Baron  de  Uareuil, 
the  French  Uinister  at  Washington,  communi- 
cated this  ordinance  to  our  Government  The 
Minister,  afterwards,  expressed  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State  a  wish,  which  the  Ohurmen  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  has  read  from  the  de- 
spatch oonttining  it,  that  the  liberal  provisiona 
<rf  this  ordinance  ahonld  be  redprocated  by  us. 


Kr.  Macos  sud  that  the  publication  of  the 
French  ordinance  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltimore 
did  not  give  it  that  credit  to  which  it  wonid 
have  been  entiUed  had  it  been  published  here, 
in  papers  which  have  extensive  circulation, 
and  which  are  authorized  to  pablish  the  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  especiuly  had  it  been 
said  that  the  information  was  conuhunicated  by 
the  Department  of  State.  It  was  natural  to 
suppose  that  tiie  obscurity  of  the  papers  in 
which  it  was  published,  rendered  the  informa- 
tion doubtful. 

[The  question  being  then  taken  on  engrow- 
ing  the  Dill  for  a  third  readingi  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  next  day  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  EoDse.] 

TuxsD>.T,  April  1. 
Oradwitum  of  the  Price  o/  tha  Publie  Land*. 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  prices  of  pnbUe 
lands,  was  taken  np,  Ur.  Hssobioks'  amend- 
ment still  pending. 

Mr.  JoniisoK,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  nothing 
bnt  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importanoe  of  the 
enl^ect  now  before  them,  oonld  Justify  him  in 
oocnpying  the  time  of  the  Senate,  after  the 
luminous  remarks  of  the  Senator  who  intro- 
duced the  bin,  (Mr.  Bektov,)  and  others  who 
have  so  ably  supported  it.  "Tbe  great  object  of 
legislation  is  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  and 
a  measure  calculated  to  ^ve  every  man  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  without  duninishing  the  re- 
sources of  his  neighbor,  should  find  an  advo- 
cate in  every  patriot  and  t^ihmthropist.  It  is 
a  measure,  said  Mr.  J.,  wnich  is  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  sentiment  which  unites  the  citi- 
zen to  his  Government  and  to  his  country. 
The  interest  which  it  involves  is  not  merely 
local.  The  most  needy  trota  every  State  in  the 
Union  will  ei^oy  its  benefits ;  and  my  own 
constituents  being  contiguons  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  these  lands  lie,  have  a 
claim  on  my  efforts  to  advocate  the  measure. 
It  is  not  from  a  deure  to  be  heard,  for  it  ia 
with  great  reluctance  that  I  venture  to  tax 
your  patience,  bnt  it  is  in  the  discbarge  of  that 
claim  that  I  presume  to  ^ve  my  views ;  not  in 
detail,  but  in  some  general  remarks,  which  I 
hope  may  be  the  less  tedious  n^n  a  subject  so 
exnonsted,  and  yet  so  inexhaustible. 

If  I  mistake  not,  about  eight  States  and  Ter- 
ritories have  memorialised  Congress,  by  their 
Legislatures,  upon  the  snl^eot  of  this  gradtto- 
tion  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  in 
addition  to  those,  numerous  petitions  have  been 

g resented  from  the  citizens  of  several  of  these 
tates,  calling  for  the  same  measure.  The  deep 
solicitude  thus  manifested  by  so  respectable  a 
portion  of  thia  Confederacy,  calls  for  a  rigid 
investigation  of  the  snbject.  The  interest 
which  this  proportion  has  excited,  is  prima 
Jheie  evidence  of  its  correctness.  1  am  aware 
that  it  has  been  imputed  to  selfishness  on  the 
part  of  the  new  States  and  Territories.    There 


U  KATcel^  a  meaBUTO  of  the  OoTCmment,  hov- 
erer  natitmal  in  iU  cbarxiter,  but  what  is  more 
immediatelj  iaterwUng  to  one  pBrticnlsr  8«o- 
tdcin  of  the  coantrr  than  to  another ;  and  the 
diarge  of  Helfiehneu  would  lis  wiUi  equal  pro- 
prie^  aghast  that  cection.  If  a  harbor  ia 
fbrtifled,  or  eTCD  a  Jigbt-bonse  erected,  the 
vicintt;  of  ita  location  Is  more  immediately 
benefited  b^  it,  than  places  remote  from  ite 
tttabliahment ;  yet  the  meaanre  in  national, 
and  DO  peraon  BDviee  the  neighborhood  tbat  re- 
ceives more  ijDmediat«  benefit,  nop  charges  its 
BepreHntative  with  selfiahneas  in  advocating 
the  meaanre.  Udod  the  most  tborongh  inves- 
tigation which  I  naTe  been  able  to  give  of  thia 
on^ect ;  in  viewing  ita  bearing  upon  the 
whole  conntr;;  in  resarding  its  intrinsic  mer- 
its, and  the  nniversal  aiffnsioa  of  its  benefits,  I 
am  compelled  to  prononnoe  it  a  national  meoe- 
iire,  divested  of  the  character  of  selfishness,  * 
This  Government,  for  upwards  of  fort; 
years,  has  been  the  proprietor  of  extensive  do- 
mains ;  and  during  tho  same  period,  these  do- 
mains have  every  year  occupied  mnoh  of  the 
time  of  Congress.  For  the  disposal  of  these 
lands,  CoDftrees  have,  at  different  times,  adopt- 
ed three  dij^erent  systems.  The  first  exposed 
the  lands  to  sole  for  one  dollar  per  acre,  pay- 
able in  certificates  of  stoclt  of  the  m^omd 
debt.  Tbis  system  craitinned  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  was  abandoned.  It  had  been  re- 
sorted to  as  a  convenient  method  of  sioking 
the  national  debt,  but  proved  abortive.  The 
next  system  vas  that  of  credit.  The  minimnm 
price  was  fixed  at  two  doUan  per  acre ;  and, 
on  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  the  porcliase- 
money,  a  credit  was  given  upon  the  reudiiary 
of  two,  three,  and  four  years,  williont  interest, 
and  extended  to  five  years  with  interest.  Un- 
der thia  system  debts  were  incurred  by  individ- 
uals to  the  Government,  which  increased  fi-om 
year  to  year,  till  they  amonnted  to  the  enor- 
mons  sum  of  twen^  millions  of  dollars.  It 
was  then  perfectly  obvions  that  the  payment  of 
this  large  amount  within  five  years,  was  utterly 
imposnble ;  and  an  attempt  to  enfbrce  It  wonld 
min  thousands  of  families  of  the  most  merlto- 
lioDs,  because  the  most  indnatrions  and  enter- 
pri^ng  of  onr  ciUzena,  and  without  benefiting 
tbe  publio.  Relief  was  very  properly  pro- 
video,  by  permitting  each  one  to  retain  what 
be  had  actually  paidfor,  and  relinquish  the  re- 
mainder. The  defects  of  the  system  having 
been  thus  demonstrated,  it  was  abandoned. 
The  present  system  was  then  adopted,  which 
reduces  the  minimam  price  of  the  public  lands 
to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  requires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  band. 
The  operation  of  this  system,  though  more 
beneficial  than  either  of  the  others,  is  still  de- 
fbctive.  It  leaves  many  families  destitnte  of  a 
home,  because,  without  land  on  which  to  nuse 
the  metms,  they  are  onable  to  purchase  at  the 

firesent  rate,  while  so  many  millions  of  acres 
le  waste,  inviting  them  to  labor,  and  promis- 
ing them  an  ampb  reward. 
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price,  as  to  reduce  it  after  next  I 
one  dollar  per  acre  ;  after  a  lapse  w  two  ye«i 
from  that  tmie,  to  seventy-five  cents :  and  Urn 
continuing  a  rednction  of  tweoty-five  eeati 
every  two  years,  till  it  shall  sink  to  twenty-£Ts 
oents  per  au^ ;  and  then  to  give  to  the  aetul 
settles  the  privilege  of  purchamng  a  qostttr 
section  of  one  hundred  and  »xty  acns  fix 
eight  dollars.  After  this,  it  propoeee  to  reHn- 
inish  the  rem^der  to  the  State  in  wUxk  it 


diaUll 


About  140,000,000  of  acres  of  pnhlic  lanli 
have  been  surveyed  and  offered  at  public  nk 
About  30,000,000  of  acres  have  been  po- 
chaaed,  and  aboot  the  same  qnantity  bM  bm 
fq>propriated  to  military  bountiea,  beoevdent 
institntiona,  and  purposes  of  edacation;  letv- 


States.  Some  of  these  lands  have  been  ia  Um 
market  forty  years ;  some  twenty,  and  >U  fir 
sevwal  years.  During  this  ls|»a  of  time,  emy 
purchaser  has  msde  hie  eelectioD  of  the  mmt 
valuable  tracts ;  and  what  now  remain  ire  ibt 
oullings  of  the  original  dmnnins,  the  whok  d 
which  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  ud 
from  which  four-tenths  have  been  taken  by 
choice  of  the  purchasers.  The  pnbtic  having 
thus  received  the  advantage  which  the  fertili^ 
of  select  portions  of  public  lands  could  affora, 
and  individuBla  able  to  purchase,  having  nude 
their  selection,  the  sales  are  become  slu^shon 
acconnt  of  the  refuse  being  held  at  the  him 
price.  The  pr(^>OBition  is  now  to  graduate  Ae 
price  of  the  refuse  lands  according  to  their 
value,  and  the  ability  of  the  leas  <vinlra^ 
though  not  less  meritorious  citizen,  to  proTJdi 
for  himself  and  family  a  home  and  a  sa^nrt 

We  have  a  virtuous  and  industrious  pcpnli- 
tkm  among  as,  who  are  willing  lo  cultivsls 
these  lands,  if  they  may  be  permitted  to  esll 
their  labors  their  ovm ;  and  if  th«  wealth  ud 
reeouroea  of  the  uition  in  any  degree  connit  ia 
the  improvements  of  the  country,  cmly  speek 
the  word,  and  they  will  raise  tbe  Dation  lo 
miulenoe  unexampled.  The  forest  will  bow  to 
the  husbandman,  and  your  wilderneM  viD 
smile  like  Eden.  Their  habits  urge  tbcn  tt 
tbe  wwli,  and  a  waste  domain,  almost  boood- 
less,  invitee  them  to  its  banquet.  The  laboiiiig 
poor,  in  a  country  like  ours,  oonstitula  Ita 
strength  and  glory  of  the  nation.  We  nu* 
aocommodote  our  measures  to  the  peculiar  p- 
nins  of  our  oitisens,  and  not  fallow  the  [«1- 
Inted  footsteps  of  despotjo  Governments.  It 
is  not  with  us  as  with  them,  where  tbe  pW 
may  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  upon  the  nri 
of  the  manor,  and  bow  submissively  to  U» 
pleasure,  becanse  he  gives  him  leave  to  totL 
An  American  may  be  poor,  but  he  cannot  be 
servile.  He  may  be  without  property,  but  W 
cannot  deprive  him  of  his  indepeodenoe.  We 
have  too  long  fi^owed  bad  example,  in  * 
course  calcnltrted  to  break  his  g[dnt,  if  the 
spirit  of  an  American  could  be  broken.    Ve 
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.  priBoa.  for  his  mis- 
i>rtQiie;  but  the  barbaroua  practice  has  only 
lemoDstrated  the  propoaition,  that  sD  Amen- 
:aii  soul  ia  above  degradatioiL  Place  him  in 
he  most  abject  circiimstancea,  and  he  will  still 
le  yoar  equal,  and  make  the  oonsoioiieness  of 
t  reciprocaL  We  have  no  monejed  ariBtoo- 
acy  in  our  conntrr  ;  and  the  perpetaal  reroln- 
ion  of  property,  where  eDtailmeate  are  not 
olerated,  Ls  a  oertiuu  pledge  that  we  never 
halL  The  poor  of  one  generatiou  are  the  rich 
>f  the  next  ^neration.  Familiea  wax  and 
rane  aa  certain  as  the  moon.  It  then  becomes 
he  interest  of  every  person  to  provide  for  the 
omfort  of  the  poor.  In  bo  aoing,  the  most 
ipulent  are  providing  for  their  own  posterity  \ 
knd  while  we  retain  affection  for  oqf  offering, 
ve  shall  glory  in  tike  idea  that  poverty  cannot 
Lograde.  It  is  a  certain  guarantee  for  their  in- 
lependeuce,  under  every  reverse  of  fortune, 
f  God,  the  poor  man's  friend,  has  given  him  & 
loble  mind,  and  placed  htm  in  circumstances 
mder  which  ita  independence  cannot  be  bro- 
ken, the  same  beneficent  Providence  has  pro- 
~ided  us  the  means  of  making  him  hq>pj,  hy 
he  same  act  which  will  at  once  give  Htrength 
ind  riches  to  the  nation.  Adopt  the  measure 
low  proposed,  and  there  is  not  a  mwi  in  the 
'□ion  so  poor  but  that  he  may  cultivate  hia 
>wn  land,  and  plant  his  family  upon  hia  own 
lomain. 

The  most  inflexible  virtna  is  found  among 
he  most  penurious  of  our  citizens.  When 
uxniT  has  enervated  both  the  phyucal  and 
noral  powers  of  the  voluptuary ;  when  our 
»iies  become  the  nurseries  of  corruption,  vir- 
;iie  will  still  find  a  welcome  abode  in  the  hearts 
>f  our  industrious  yeomanry.  On  them  de- 
lend  the  int^rity  of  our  Qovemment  and  Uie 
jermftnOQCf  of  our  institutions.  Policy  and 
ostice  anit«  in  pleading  their  cause.  They 
jonstitnte  a  barrier  against  foreign  invaders 
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alike   formidable    to 


wth.  In  aristocratic  Oovemmoots,  the  nobil- 
ty  most  be  provided  for ;  and  when  a  oom- 
noner  is  ennobled,  an  estate  is  settled  upon  the 
:itle  to  support  its  dignity.  Here,  every  Amer- 
ican is  a  nobleman,  Every  man  is  l>orn  a  peer. 
Sis  nobility  is  more  permanent  than  wealth, 
[t  consists  of  independence  of  mind;  and,  to 
mpport  his  dignity,  is  only  to  mfuntain  that  in- 
lependence.  Place  within  hia  power  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  propriety  in  that  land 
which  bis  on'n  honest  hands  will  cultivate,  he 
uks  no  greater  wealth  than  what  his  Industry 
wUl  acquire.  Hia  residence  will  be  perma- 
nently nied.  His  attachment  to  his  country 
will  be  strengthened.  His  temptations  to  -vice 
will  be  fewer  and  weaker.  He  will  feel  it 
more  his  interest  to  be  a  patriotio  citizen  and  a 
Dsefol  man.  He  will  develop  the  latent  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  disclose  ample 
stores  of  treasures  before  concealed.  His  fam- 
ily win  be  happy,  and  his  children  will  rise  to 
industry  and  virtue.  If  we  expect  to  survive 
our  liberties,  we  may  indeed  reserve  our  pablio 


domains  f6r  the  endowment  of  future  duke* 
doma ;  but,  for  myself,  I  make  no  calculation 
for  soch  an  event;  and,  except  for  such  an 
event,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  the  object  of  re- 
taining these  lands.  If  we  expect  future  gen- 
erations to  eigoy  them,  the  present  generation 
are  willing  to  improve  them  for  the  fliture.  I 
would  now  ask,  can  the  Government  make  a 
better  disposition  of  them  ?  If  we  desire  an 
inoreaae  of  natioiml  wealth,  this  measure  will 

Cit  in  the  highest  degree.  If  we  would 
Mse  the  happiness  of  the  nation,  thit-meaa* 
nre  will  carry  felicity  into  the  familiea  of  thou- 
sands. If  we  could  strengthen  that  patriotism 
which  Americans  already  feel  above  any  other 
people,  this  measure  mil  efieot  the  otgecL 
While  every  man,  under  his  own  vine  and  fig-, 
tree,  will  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labor,  yon  wUl 
scarcely  find  a  ftigitive  in  our  country.  If  na- 
tional strength  is  an  object,  experience  proves, 
that,  where  a  propriety  in  the  boU  ia  combined 
with  all  the  charms  of  Uberty,  a  people  will 
prove  unconquerable. 

We  have  now,  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, a  popnlation  of  about  8,000,000  inhab- 
itants, and  their  character  for  eveiy  excellence 
that  can  grace  a  free  and  independent  people^ 
may  challenge  a  comparison  with  any  equal 
population  on  the  fkce  of  the  whole  earth.  It 
Is  chiefly  composed  of  emigrants  from  the  old 
States,  bringing  with  them  all  the  virtues  of 
their  fathers  and  their  brethren,  and  remaining 
u  noon  laminated  by  the  effeminacy  of  luxury  or 
the  splendors  of  wealth.  In  the  late  war  they 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  oonntry  which  they  so  fpllantly  de- 
fended ;  and  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they 
will  long  remain,  an  example  of  the  bleuinga 
of  that  state  in  which  each  man  Is  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  spot  which  he  inhabits.  Give  tho 
fiuilitiea  which  this  measure  provides,  and  you 
will  perpetuate  these  blesdngs.  Nor  can  I 
conceive  a  reason  why  we  should  refuse,  nnlesa 
it  is  that  the  wilderness  may  remain  a  wilder^ 
nees,  and  its  ]at«nt  treasnre  undisclosed. 

It  (nay  i>e  ol^jeoted  that  the  measure  will  in- 
duce emigration  from  the  older  States.  On 
this  point  I  would  ask  the  father,  with  his  fifty 
acres  converted  into  a  garden  fbr  tbe  comforta- 
ble support  of  a  numerous  family,  if  he  would 
wish  to  confine  all  hia  ohildren  to  his  own  little 
spot,  by  depriving  them  of  superior  advantagea 
in  another  State  t  Would  he  not  rather  have 
a  prospect  of  independence  before  tjiem  t  The 
evlla  of  emigration  are  ideal.  Its  evils  have 
never  yet  appeared ;  nor  have  its  ideal  evila 
been  definea.  I  would  ask  any  gentleman  to 
point  them  out ;  to  put  his  finger  on  the  map 
and  mark  the  place,  either  in  ^e  old  Btate  or 
in  the  new,  which  hiw  been  injured  by  emigra- 
tion, Han  is  naturally  inclined  to  cleave  to 
the  spot  which  ^ve  him  birth,  till  he  can  im- 
prove his  condition  by  changing  it ;  and^  when 
emigrntion  will  increase  his  happiness,  it  is  an 
advantage  and  not  an  iMurv.  As  the  popula- 
tion of  bne  old  States  maltipiies,  they  wno  can- 
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not  prooore  &  comfortable  Httlement  at  home, 
find  it  ia  the  new.  A  popolatiou,  wbich  would 
otherwise  become  pennnoiu  And  fugitive,  are 
settled  is  the  enjoyment  of  competcmc7 ;  and 
thus  the  tide  of  emigratioii  becomes  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  old  States  as  to  the  emigrants  them- 
Belves.  It  also  streogthena  the  interest  which 
each  section  of  the  Union  feels  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  whole.  It  perpetuates  the  ties  of 
consangainitj ;  a  pledge  of  union  that  will  re- 
main secure,  when  clashing  interests  and  dia- 
oordant  pasaiona  might  otherwise  threaten  its 
dissolution. 

In  every  old  State  there  will  be  a  kind  of 
floating  population,  depressed  by  misfbrtone, 
withont  a  home,  and  withont  employment 
Hany  of  these  seek  a  snbustence  in  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  many  become  ragabonds  in  a 
laud  of  freedom  and  plenty.  For  this  crying 
eril  the  measure  before  ns  provides  a  happy 
remedy.  If  you  prefer  for  your  posterity  the 
life  of  the  independent  former  to  that  of  the 
fugitive  and  the  vagaliond,  or  to  that  of  the 
pnvatfi  soldier  or  the  sailor,  adopt  this  meas- 
ure, and  you  place  the  fortune  of  induatry 
within  hie  reach. 

It  has  been  objected  that  a  rednction  of  the 

B'ice  will  eneoni'Hge  speculation ;  that  capital- 
ta  will  monopolize  immense  domains,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  industrious  poor.  This  objec- 
tion has  been  so  ably  considered,  and  so  con- 
clusively answered  by  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Eanb,)  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
it.  Ilis  arguments  must,  I  think,  have  carried 
conviction  to  every  diapaasionato  mind  where 
doubts  were  before  entertained.  The  defeat  of 
peculators  in  the  military  bonnty  lands  to  sol- 
aiers  at  the  lost  war,  will  admomsh  capitalists 
to  beware  of  snch  speculations.  Even  if  a 
wealthy  speculator  should  venture  to  purchase 
many  thonsanda  of  acres,  he  could  not  hold 
them  up  at  an  advanced  price,  because  pur- 
chasers oould  prooure  what  they  wanted  of  tlie 
public,  upon  terms  as  favorable  ss  his  ori^nal 
purchase ;  and  iiefore  he  could  tnm  them  to 
any  considerable  account,  the  interest  of  the 
purchase-monev,  and  the  annual  taxes,  would 
double  their  onginal  cost;  and  when  no  entail- 
nients  exist,  when  no  primogeniture  rights  ar« 
recognized  by  our  laws,  they  would  be  so  sub- 
divided by  descent  among  lus  heirs,  before  any 
oODuderable  appreciation  of  their  value  would 

S've  him  an  undue  ascendency,  that  no  possible 
Jnry  could  arise. 

The  principal  objection,  and  I  presume  the 
only  weighty  objection  in  the  minds  of  the 
sentlemen  to  the  measure,  is  that  of  its  bear- 
ing upon  the  finances  of  the  country.  On  this 
point,  the  estimate  set  .upon  our  public  lands  is 
proven,  by  actual  demonstration,  to  be  entirely 
fellaciona.  The  statements  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Ur.  Benton,)  who  has  given  auoh  a 
lucid  and  unanswerable  exposition  of  this  buIj- 
ject,  are  calculated  to  remove  this  delndoa. 
What,  I  would  ask,  have  the  sales  of  those 
lands  done  for  our  public  coffers  f    They  were 
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set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  pnWe  M*, 
and  th^  whole  net  proceeds  have  not  pod 
one-tenth  part  of  the  interest  of  the  natKml 
debt,  from  the  oommencement  of  then-  sslnto 
the  present  day.  The  gross  amoant  of  reeeptt 
into  the  Treasury,  for  sales  of  pnblic  lanoi, 
within  forty  years,  is  about  SC,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, and  uie  expenses  of  enrv^^  sales,  ud 
oontmgencies  of  various  kinda,  have  ezoetdcd 
80,000,000  dollars,  so  that  the  wbcde  net  pro- 
ceeds are  less  than  five  miUioas,  not  &r  ex- 
ceeding 100,000  dollars  a  year.  If  the  a- 
inses  of  the  two  Hooses  of  Congreffi  shooU 
)  taken  into  the  account,  for  the  time  occo- 
pied  in  legislating  upon  these  lands,  the  pci^ 
ing  of  docnmenta  and  vdumea  of  books  Bpcn 
the  subject,  with  many  incidental  items,  dc( 
set  down  to  this  head,  it  ia  donbtful  whetbv 
they  have  yielded  one  cent  of  clear  revenoe  to 
the  Government  Where,  then,  can  be  Ita 
utility  or  the  policy  of  pursuing  the  dd  sjt- 
tcma  in  relation  to  them,  when  by  a  diflentf 
policy  they  may  be  made  a  source  of  happinca 
to  thoosands,  and  of  immense  b^iefit  to  tha 
whole  nation  f 

A  prominent  feature  in  thia  bill,  wMd 
ought,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  recommend  it 
to  universal  support,  is  the  praviaon  which  it 
proposed  to  make  in  fnvor  of  the  actual  settkr. 
if  a  person  can  receive  land  at  a  reduction  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  on  condition  of  be- 
ooming  a  permanent  settler  upon  it,  he  viH 
always  purchase  of  the  Government  in  pre&^ 
once  to  a  speculator,  because  it  will  be  bis 
interest  to  do  so.  If,  after  all  these  lands  bsro 
passed  the  order  of  Inspection  and  eelcctioii, 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  ijie  actnalKt- 
tier  can  procure  a  sufficiency  for  a  home,  and  S 
support  to  himself  and  family,  at  five  cents  u 
acre,  sa  the  bill  proposes,  the  advantages  vill 
bo  incalculable.  The  country  will  be  amcbti 
by  the  industry  of  a  doss  whose  mit^ortiiiMS 
wUl  oUierwise  render  them  a  burthen  rathcf 
than  a  blesung  to  the  country.  The  TtfeK 
lands,  which  will  otherwise  lie  waste,  only  to 
increase  the  distance  betwixt  improvaneoti, 
and  BO  render  more  inconvenient  all  nscAil 
business,  will  be  rendered  fruitM  by  culdn- 
tion.  The  settlers  will  escape  many  tanpt*- 
tions  to  vice  and  disupatitm.  They  will  fom» 
bulwark  of  defence  to  the  nation.  Tbor 
patriotism,  and  the  republican  simplicity  d 
their  manners,  will  be  a  protection  to  oar  lib- 
erties. They  and  their  families  will  be  virtn- 
ons  and  happy.  Manufacturing  towns  and  n!- 
logea  will  grow  np  spontaneoudy  among  thera, 
eqnal  at  least  to  the  wants  of  their  own  settk- 
menta,  and  requiring  no  other  protectton  tbtn 
what  the  produce  of  these  refuse  lands  wiU  in 
oertun  to  afford. 

Fbidat,  April  4. 
Paj/ment  of  Interat  to  StaUt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CnAjcsne,  the  bill  mill- 
ing further  provinon  for  the  payment  of  ioox- 
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est  on  monejs  expended  dnring  the  l&te  war, 
for  the  pubiio  defence,  bj  the  States  of  New 
York,  PeonsjlTiwia,  Belttware,  Uarfland,  and 
TirKinta,  was  taken  up. 

Uj.  Chasbkbs  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
tnent  reported  bj  the  Jndiciarf  Committee,  bo 
as  to  m^e  the  pajments  heretofore  made,  ap- 
plicable in  the  nrst  ease  to  the  eztinf^iehment 
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yraa  intended  to  effect  the  uune  object  which 
would  be  attiuned  by  adopting  this  amend- 
ment. The  United  States,  by  relmbnrsing  the 
money,  had  adopted  the  principle  that  the  debt 
Tvas  property  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress directing  interest  to  be  paid,  had  avowed 
the  principle  tbat  the  States  ought  not  to  sus- 
tain a  loss  by  proriding  those  means  of  defence 
wMch  the  safety  of  their  lives  and  their  prop- 
erty required,  and  which  the  United  States 
onght  to  have  furnished ;  but  which  the  total 
wont  of  means  made  it  impossible  for  her  to 
fiimish.  The  only  just  principle  which  applied 
to  the  case,  was  to  indemnify  the  Btatos  from 
loss  by  the  operation.  The  erroneous  constmo- 
tion  put  npon  the  law  of  Congress  b^  the 
Third  Anditor,  hod  defeated  entirely  this  ob- 
lect  Id  Maryland^  the  amount  loaned  to  the 
United  States  was  borrowed  by  tiie  State,  and 
before  the  reimbursement  by  the  TJnitod  States, 
the  State  had  paid  off  that  loon  by  a  transfer 
of  United  States  sis  per  cent,  stock.  In  gome 
of  the  other  States  the  amoant  loaned  to  the 
United  States  had  been  derived  from  the  sales 
of  slock  owned  by  the  State,  and  iwaring  an 
interest.  In  tliose  coses  the  States  lost  the  in- 
terest to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  bor- 
rowed the  money  at  the  given  rate  of  interest, 
and  hod  paid  that  interest  regularly.  In  Penn- 
sylvania, the  State  had  funds  in  llie  Treasury, 
and  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  States,  was 
compelled  afterwards  to  borrow,  on  interest, 
to  raise  money  ' 
experiencing  tni 
Auditor,  howov    , 

letter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  hi 
allowed  interest  in  any  case,  except  where  the 
States  had  paid  interest  on  the  specific  fund, 
which  furnished  the  means  of  advancing  to  the 
-  United  States,  and  only  so  long  as  payments 
were  made  to  discharge  that  interest.  In  the 
case  of  Maryland,  for  Ulnstration,  (and  the 
principle  is  tho  same  in  regard  to  the  other 
Stales,)  interest  ceased  to  be  allowed  to  her  so 
■oon  as  she  disposed  of  her  United  Btat«a 
stock,  and  paid  off  the  loan  altbonKh  the  very 
act  of  disposing  of  that  stock  caused,  to  her  the 
loss  of  the  dividends  on  it,  eqnal  and  rather 
more  than  equal,  to  the  interest  she  claimed. 
Yet,  the  money  lost  being  dividends,  and  not 
interest  paid  out  of  her  Treasury,  the  Auditor 
did  not  ftel  authorized  to  pay  interest  beyond 
that  period.  The  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee fully  provides  for  this  mischief,  and  prop- 
corly  enacts,  that,  where  loans  or  advances  have 


of  the  advance  to  the  time  c^  payment. 

The  amendment  of  Ur,  C.  was  decided  ia 
the  affirmative— 18  to  11. 

Mr.  Ttleb  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
rato  of  interest  should  be  the  same  as  that  paid 
by  the  States  for  monev  rused  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  explained  by 
Hr.  T.,  who  Stated  that,  when  Yirginia  was 
called  on  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
her  treasury  was  empty,  and  she  resorted  to 
loans ;  at  itat  time  the  fands  conld  not  be 
obt^od  lower  than  7  or  B  per  cent.,  which 
was  paid.  He  conld  not  donbt  for  a  moment 
that  the  tToited  States  would  see  the  Jasdce  of 
paying  the  rate  of  interest  given  by  the  State 
for  tMs  money,  which  was  expended  in  no 
prodigal  spirit,  bnt  with  a  patnotio  desire  of 
aiding  the  great  caose  In  which  the  country 
was  tDen  engaged. 

Hr.  WxBBTBB  said  he  had  no  oljection  to  the 
amendment,  with  a  limitation,  so  as  to  confine 
the  amonnt  of  interest  over  the  legal  rate,  to 
the  period  during  which  it  was  paid.  After 
the  exigency  was  over,  the  rate  of  interest 
wonld  be  the  legal  rate.  He,  therefore,  wished 
the  amendment  might  be  modified,  so  as  to  fix 
the  limitation  to  the  lime  dnring  which  the 
extra  interest  was  paid. 

Ur.  Ttlex  agreed  to  the  snggestdon,  and 
modified  his  amendment  accordingly. 

Ur.  Cqandleb  thought  there  ought  to  ba 
bnt  one  rate  of  interest  in  all  these  payments. 
There  never  was,  he  believed,  an  instance,  in 
which  the  United  States  had  paid  more  than 
legal  interest.  The' moneys  pud  by  the  States 
had  been  sometimes  paid  advantageously,  aa 
tboy  had  applied  their  depreciated  bonk  notes 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Wbdstbb  observed  that  legal  interest 
was  different  in  different  States.  In  some  It 
was  eight,  in  others  seven,  and  in  others  six 
per  cent.  The  principle  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded  was  that,  when  the  United  States  ap- 
plies to  the  States  to  advance  money,  the  ex- 
pense to  which  those  Btatea  are  sutfjectod,  by 
complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  General 
Government,  ought  to  De  reminded. 

Ur.  Ttlbb'b  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  H4.Tiix  observed  that  a  new  prinoiplo 
seemed  about  to  be  adopted,  and  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  applied  uniformly  to  all  the  States. 
He  shonld,  therefore,  move  to  insert  South 
Carolina  after  Vit^nia,  so  as  to  extend  this 
provision  of  interest  to  that  State,  as  welt  as 
to  others. 

Ur.  GoBB  said  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  Oovemraent  bad  hitherto  refused  to  pay 
interest  on  advances  of  money  was  this :  tha^ 
although  a  balance  was  dne  the  claimant,  yet 
the  time  that  intervened  between  the  existence 
of  the  debt  and  its  being  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  on  which  interest  would  bo  demand- 
ed, was  cansed  by  the  delay  of  the  claimant, 
and  not  from  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment   But,  stud  Ur.  C,  it  is  well  to  In- 
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a  Dire  how  this  monef  was  expentled  on  which 
leso  States  ask  intereat.    Why,  so  it 
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She  did  not  borrow  uie  money  to  Kive  to  the 
United  States.  But  it  was  eipenaed  by  her 
own  officers;  and  antil  their  accoonts  were 
presented  at  the  Department,  the  Qovemment 
Gonld  not  know  what  amount  was  dne  to  Vir- 
ginia. So  it  was  with  South  Carolina.  Until 
uie  State  officers  presented  their  acconnts,  and 
proved  their  claims,  Ihe  Government  could  not 
a^Qst  them  ;  and,  as  this  delay  was  no  fault  of 
the  United  States,  they  did  not  consider  them- 
aelves  bound  to  pay  interest  during  this  delay 
of  bringing  in  the  accoanta.  He  l}elieved  it 
IMS  t^e  same  with  Maryland  and  the  other 
States  provided  for  by  the  bill.  The  United 
States  has  always  been  willing  to  pay  the  de- 
mands as  soon  as  presented  with  sufficient 
vouchers.  But  the  Senate  was  now  about  to 
wtablish  a  novel  princijile,  which  he  warned 
them  to  avoid^  as  it  would  establish  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  mterest  on  all  claims  that  might 
be  presented,  and  which  might  have  remained 
unliquidated  for  a  series  of  years,  which  he 
thonght  was  peculiarly  dangerous. 

Ur.  Enioht  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  additional  section,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  moneys  advanced  by 
Bhode  Island;  on  which  some  conversation 
occurred  between  Messrs.  Ba&k.1£d,  Emiqbt, 
CoHit,  and  CnAHBEBs. 

Mr.  BiHSASD  rose  to  say  one  word  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  time,  as  he 
thought,  when  interest  ought  to  commence  on 
these  loons,  was  when  the  sums  were  disbursed 
from  the  State  treasuries.  It  made  no  differ- 
ence whether  the  money  was  disbursed  by  the 
United  States  officers,  or  the  State  officers, 
whether  for  the  pay  of  the  regular  troops  or 
militia,  or  both.  If  it  was  the  duty  or  the 
General  Government  to  provide  these  funds, 
then  undoubtedly  the  General  Qovenunent 
was  boood  to  pay  the  sums  with  int«rest  from 
the  time  they  were  issued  &om  the  hands  of 
the  Stales.  The  payment  of  the  principal  was 
B  tacit  acknowledgment  that  the  claim  for  in- 
terest was  jnst  and  valid.  The  gentleman  fW)m 
Ohio  has  said  that  it  is  against  the  principle 
established  by  the  Government.  Btft,  said  Mr. 
B.,  this  case  seems  an  exception.  The  States 
applied  to  the  Department  for  the  interest  on 
their  advances,  and  they  were  refused ;  but 
on  application  to  Congress  it  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Cobb  said :  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment hod  uniformly  l^een,  when  a  State  came 
forward  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  on 
the  accoant  being  proved.  This  was  the  es- 
tablished course,  and  woold  be  fonnd  to  have 
been  practised  invariably  in  the  early  period 
of  the  Government.  In  the  case  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, that  hod  been  the  course,  The  principal 
was  paid,  but  no  interest.  It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  South  Carolina,  and  so  in  the  case  of 
Virginia;  the  moment  they  brought  forward 
proof  that  these  suma  were  expended  for  the 


^nerol  defence,  they  were  ptud.  And  nor 
Uie  question  is,  whether  the  Govemmeiit  it 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  claims  not  yet  prortd. 
Mr.  H&tNE  said,  that  the  gentlemin  froo 
Georgia  had  taken  up  the  wrong  theory;  nd, 
of  course,  the  conclusioDS  which  hedrsTifrm 
his  premises  is  erroneous.  He  hod  prefmned 
that  the  Government  was  always  ready  to  dis- 
charge the  principaL  This,  however,  tu  net 
to  be  presumed ;  because,  if  the  General  Got- 
ernment  was  ready  to  pay  it,  why  did  Ibry 
call  on  the  States  to  raise  the  money  I  Tie 
States  were  called  on  to  put  their  hoodihito 
their  treasury  end  disbnrse  this  money,  becMSS 
the  United  States  hod  not  the  fonds  reqnind 
to  cany  on  the  war.  History  recorded  the 
fact  that  the  treasury  was  ezhanEted,  and  oonid 
not  raise  the  funds.  Mr.  H.  observed  that  b> 
had  a  few  days  since  read  a  letter  to  the  Senite, 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  PincltMr, 
in  which  the  declaration  was  made,  thst  tbe 
treasury  was  exhausted;  and  that  the  Geoenl 
must  take  every  meona  in  his  power  to  run 
funds,  Bnt,  supposing  the  accounts  hod  ill 
been  paid  at  the  time  those  of  Bhode  Idasd 
were  adjusted,  what,  he  would  ask,  wouldlim 
become  of  the  interest  due  from  the  time  tbe 
advances  were  made!  But  the  true  reasoDThy 
tliey  were  not  then  settled  was,  that  the  Got- 
erument  was  not  able  to  meet  them.  Thtj 
were  able  to  pay  the  small  sum  due  to  Bbode 
Island,  bnt  not  to  pay  off  the  whole  mia!  A 
once.  The  gentleman  tronx  Georgia  hod  lud 
that  the  States  had  delayed  to  send  in  their 
accounts.  This  was  not  the  reason  wbj  tbej 
were  not  paid  immediately  after  the  wu.  1' 
was  the  aocumulation  of  business  on  the  handi 
of  the  Department,  which  it  took  years  (o  settle- 
It;  then,  the  States  were  delayed  in  the  settle- 
ment by  the  General  Government,  there  w«s» 
reason  why  interest  should  not  be  pi^  <" 
their  cliums  during  that  period  of  delay.  Then 
was  one  error  running  through  the  whole  op- 
position to  the  bill.  It  was,  that  these  hbij 
of  money  were  expended  by  the  State)  ta 
their  own  immediate  defence.  But  it  wu  ^^ 
so ;  for  the  money  advanced  by  South  Csroliiu 
went  to  the  north  and  west,  and  aesistcd  to 
defend  those  frontiers.  The  advance  irssiaiib 
for  the  benefit  of  tlie  whole  communis  I  M" 
the  gentleman  from  Maseuchnsetls  (Mr.  Vn- 
btrb)  had  said,  with  great  truth,  that  all  sKii- 
fices  for  the  general  good  ought  to  be  paid  Mt 
of  the  common  fund  of  the  country.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  conceived  the  principle  to  be  veil  m- 
toblished,  that,  wherever  individnah'  or  BlsW 
advanced  money  for  the  use  of  the  Gene™ 
Govemraent,  it  was  to  be  paid  witli  int^rMl 
from  the  public  treasury.  It  had  nnivefsaDl 
been  done  in  advances  made  by  inilividiu* 
He  admitted  that  it  was  not  done  where  w- 
vancea  were  made  by  a  public  officer;  beMM 
it  was  considered  that  there  would  often  1>°* 
large  amonnt  of  the  funds  of  the  Govenmient 
in  bis  hands,  which  would  balance  WJ,"' 
vaoces  made  by  him.    Be  hod  &  few  dariH"" 
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been  induced  to  examine  the  sets  as  far  bock 
as  the  year  1T70,  and  foand  tbot,  in  every 
ittstanca,  where  individnals  advanced  money 
for  the  UM  of  Qovemmffiiti,  interest  had  been 
pud.  He  wonid  instance  one  case,  which  was 
a  sample  of  tOBuy  others.  It  was  that  of 
Christopher  Green,  of  Rhode  Island,  who,  in 
the  year  1770,  had  advanced  a  sum  of  money 
£jr  the  release  of  certain  prisoners.  Immediate- 
Ij  after  the  war,  thfl  sum  paid  by  him  was 
refimded;  and  in  1T93,  a  bill  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amount  passed  Congress.  Thejostice 
of  the  principle  he  believed  no  one  wonld 
donbt;  and  the  practice  had  been  so  nniversal, 
that  ha  thought  it  hardly  neoeBsary  to  go 
farther  in  sapport  of  the  bill. 

The  •menotnent  offered  by  Ur,  KinoHT 
having  been  modified,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Woon- 
B17BI,  BO  aa  to  inolnde  New  Hampslure,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maooit  aaid  that  the  reason  why  the 
aoDonnta  were  not  settled  earlier,  was  that 
the  money  was  not  paid  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,  %nt  to  their  own  officers,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  send  agents  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  explain  their  vonchers.  Now,  because 
this  money  was  expended  by  the  State  ofRoers, 
a  bill  paying  them  interest  most  be  passed ; 
and  it  must  jhe  shingled  np  by  adding  all  the 
Btatea  one  by  one.  We  ore  growing  wiser 
every  day.  We  are  always  going  back,  and 
finding  that  all  that  was  done  in  former  times 
was  WFOog.  All  former  principles  wore  erro- 
neous. C^  a  Qovernment  get  along  in  this 
way,  cootinnolly  overturning  all  that  was 
done  beforel  A  decision  of  a  case  was  never 
sufficient.  Claimants  came  here,  and  got  all 
they  conld ;  and  then  they  come  again,  and 
got  tlie  rest.  No  Government  conld  get  along 
BO.  We  cannot  have  officers  enonirii  to  settle 
the  acconnts  brought  ag^nst  us,  if  they  must 
be  aettJed  over  and  over  again.  No  Secretary 
of  the  Treainry  con  make  his  calcnlations,  if 
ve  go  on  in  this  way;  for  we  cannot  oome  at 
any  near  estimate  of  the  money  that  Gongress 
will  vote  away,  and  every  year  nnsettle  what 
vas  done  the  year  before. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  qnestion  being  on  engrossing  the  bill,  it 
was  decided  in  the  afflrmatire,  by  yeM  and 
naya,  as  follows : 


Webster,  While,  Woodbnry— SO. 

Kit  IB. — Hessrt.  Baleman,  Bianch,  Chandler, 
Chise,  Cobb,  Dlckersoo,  EUii,  Foot,  Hendricks, 
King,  Macon,  Noble,  Pairls,  Bowan,  Buggies,  Sey- 
mour, Willianus— 17. 

UoKDAT,  April  7. 

Jhttff  on  Salt 

Mr.  HAxniaoir  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  to 


reduce  the  duty  on  imported  salt,  which  woa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vas  Bubkn  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

Hr.  Cobb  said  that  the  conrse  taken  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  appeared  to  him  very 
extraordinary.  This  bill  was  brought  forward 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  had  been  re- ' 
peatedly  postponedon  ace  ount  oftbeverygentle- 
man  from  New  York.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  is  brought  up,  that  gentlemen  moves  its 
indefinite  postponement  It  was  curious  that 
this  was  the  only  bill  that  proposed  to  repeal 
a  tax  which  was  paid  chiefly  by  tlie  people  rf 
the  Southern  States.  He  conld  not  but  express 
his  surprise  at  the  conrse  token  by  the  gentle- 
raan,  nor  did  ho  think  tlie  reason  given  for  it 
at  sJl  sufficient.  If  this  bill  was  to  be  post- 
poned to  give  fair  weather  to  the  tarifiTbiU, 
when  that  bill  should  come  into  the  Senate, 
be  thought  the  proposition  partial  and  m^nsL 

Mr.  SMrrii,  of  Maryland,  sud  he  rose  merely 
to  say  that  he  hoped  this  bill  might  not  b« 
discussed.  He  believed  that  every  Senator 
had  made  np  his  mind  upon  the  subject.  I^ 
however,  those  opposed  to  the  bill  saw  fit  to 
express  themselves,  he  hoped  the  friends  ot 
the  bill  would  not  follow  their  example,  as  the 
opinions  of  the  friends  of  the  meaeore  wer* 
thoronghly  fixed. 

Mr.  JIarrisos'  observed,  that  he  thonght  It 
would  not  be  denied  that  a  tax  on  a  necessarr 
of  life,  OS  was  that  to  which  the  bill  referred, 


which  took  from  the 


poor 


9  mnoh  as 


fi'om  the  rich  man ;  which  made  the  some  de- 
mand npon  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cottage, 
as  upon  the  possessor  of  the  splendid  cbatean, 
was  in  ntter  hostility  to  the  principlea  of  our 
Qovernment.  Which  of  these  priniciples,  swd 
Mr.  E.,  is  more  sacred,  which  more  necessary 
for  the  legislator  constantly  to  keep  in  view, 
than  that  which  directs  that,  in  the  assessment 
of  the  public  burthens,  the  demand  should  be 


levied  upon  the  person,  and  not  upon  the 
property  of. the  citizen;  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  npon  the  neoeesories  of  life,  of  whicb 
the  poor  man  consumes  as  much  as  the  rioh 
on^  what  becomes  of  that  boasted  equality 
which  is  the  basis  of  our  Government  t  It  is 
in  vain  that  yon  secure  to  yonr  citizens  their 
other  ri^ta,  that  their  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty are  inviolate,  that  the  elective  franchise 
is  unrestricted,  and  the  offices  of  Oovemment 
open  to  all,  if  this  principle  is  adopted,  and 
acted  npon  to  any  extent.  If  you  tax  the  food 
of  the  laboring  man,  all  the  liberty  that  will  be 
left  to  him,  will  be  that  of  choosing  his  master ; 
for,  go  where  he  may,  he  will  still  be  the  slave 
of  his  employer. 

Bot,  lb.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  thb  duty 
upon  salt  is  opposed  to  another  important 
principle.  It  is  a  tax,  and  a  heavy  tax,  on  agrji- 
cultnre,  tJpon  that  int«reat,  which  is  mora 
important  than  aoj  other,  and  on  which,  io- 
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deed,  all  the  others  depend.  Salt  u  hkrgel; 
nsed  on  every  fann,  but  to  the  grazier  it  is 
essentialljr  necessaty.  No  one  can  prosecute 
thla  braueh  of  ogrionltoral  industry,  in  the 
"Western  conutry  at  least,  with  tolerable  suo' 
cess,  unless  he  con  procure  the  article  at  such 
a  reasonable  price  as  to  enable  him  to  use  it 
freely.  And  the  condition  of  his  Etock  will 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used. 
Its  beneficial  effects  are  fe!t  in  more  than  one 
way.    It  saves  food ;  for,  the  uiimol  which  is 


it,  would  scarcely  sustain  him.  It  serves 
stead  of  shelter.  In  the  cold  rains  of  winter, 
the  Western  grazier  gives  a  donble  portion  of 
Bait  to  his  nnhoused  stock,  (and  few  are  sap- 
plied  with  covers ;)  its  cordial  and  invigorating 
effects  apon  the  stomach  of  the  animal,  en- 
ftbling  it  to  resist  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  It  saves  labor.  With  a  good  sup- 
y  of  salt  one  or  two  men  can  keep  together 
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ply  ol 


the  wilderness,  with 
without  iL  So  strong  b  the  force  of  habit  in 
the  brute  creation,  as  well  as  in  their  lordly 
master,  that  it  will  bring  together  the  widely 
scattered  flock  and  herd,  precisely  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they  had  been  acoostomed  to 
receive  their  ration  of  this  necessary  condi- 

It  may  be  asked,  sir,  how  a  tax  of  this  de- 
scription could  ever  have  been  It^d,  or  sub- 
milted  to,  in  a  Government  like  ours?  It  was 
commenced,  said  Ur.  H.,  as  soon  as  the  present 
constitution  went  into  operation,  when  onr 
finances  were  in  a  most  desperato  condition. 
Being  an  indirect  tax,  the  people  have  felt  its 
wrigEt  without  exacUy  understanding  it.  As 
BOOQ,  however,  as  the  affaire  of  onr  treasury 
were  In  snch  a  condition  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
done,  the  duty  was  entirely  removed.  This 
happened  in  the  year  1807.  It  was  again  im- 
posed at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
DDt  the  representatives  of  the'  agricultural  in- 
terest were  with  great  difficulty  previUled  upon 
to  adopt  it,  and  only  ttom  the  understanding 
that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  war  duty,  to 
be  taken  off  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
A  very  distinguished  citizen  of  South  Carolina, 
Hr,  Cheves,  and  who  was  at  that  time  a  lead- 
ing member  of  Congress,  has  anthorized  me  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  various 
pretences,  the  duty  has  continued  until  this 

iir.  IfACOK  said,  that  the  Government  was 
not  the  same  now,  as  when  he  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Uaryland  (Mr.  fiKirn)  tirst  came 
into  Congress.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  for  bringing  this  bill  forward ;  and 
would  appeal  to  tlie  candor  of  the  gentleman 
trtan  New  York,  whether  the  State  he  (Mr. 
Maooh)  represented  was  in  a  condition  to  bear 
the  bnrthen  of  this  tax.  The  people  did  not 
compltun,  and  probably  sent  fewer  petitions  to 
Congress  than  any  otiier  State ;  bnt  tbejr  felt 


it  severely.  There  were  certain  things  «liid 
onglit  not  to  be  taxed  in  any  country—iUj^ 
that  entered  into  the  pluu  food  of  the  pM 
and  laboring  classes,  and  which  were  hco- 
sary  to  sustain  life.  lie  had  generally  fauid, 
tliat,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  te  pta  i 
bill,  it  was  argned  that  it  would  not  be  taka 
up  in  the  other  House.  But  that  wunoobjeo- 
tion  on  this  floor.  The  Senate  was  not  to  de- 
cide for  the  other  IIoubc.  When  the  bill  cum 
before  them  they  should  decide  for  thetnseiTcs. 
This  duty  soem^  to  him  in  the  light  of  «t«ck 
which  Congress  had  got  ont  of  the  peoiJe,  ud 
which  Uiey  were  determined  to  hold  on  nnn. 
If  this  bill  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  sua  be 
rejected  in  the  other  Honse,  it  wonld  nukeao 
diflierenoe  in  his  opinion.  I  do  not  btlitn 
that  the  arguments  of  Ifr.  Anderson's  bock, 

Sooted  last  year  by  the  gentleman  ttam  St* 
lampshire,  con  be  controverted.  Neither  do 
I  conwder  that  a  more  perfect  eipontion  rf 
the  odionsness  of  this  tax  can  be  made,  tlmi 
was  last  year  made  by  that  gentleman,  (lb, 
WoODDCBY.)  This  artidc  goesTiito  everymal 
we  eat.  Not  a  mouthful  goes  down  thena 
man's  throat  which  is  not  seasoned  with  it. 
And  why  should  not  the  duty  be  rednccdt 
Because  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  mannEio- 
turo  would  get  a  less  price,  Bntf  is  even  oo 
food  to  be  taxed,  because  a  few  individuili 
own  salt  spring*  ?  He  deprecated  the  pina- 
[lie  which  was  fast  gaining  ground,  of  l^isltt 
ing  partially  in  favor  of  one  clsaH  of  the  coo- 
mumty,  which  wonld  have  the  effect,  if  oot 
opposed,  of  establishing  an  oligarchy  usagg 
us.  What,  said  Mr.  M.,  must  unite  the  cccm- 
try!  A  fellow-feeling  for  all  parts  i^  iL  If 
a  single  citizen's  rights  were  touched,  eveiT 
man  ought  to  feel  as  if  the  case  were  his  ovd- 
But  it  could  not  be  held  diat,  if  they  got  i 
road  made  for  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  H* 
conntry,  and  neglected  another,  there  could  tn 
a  fellow-feeling  between  them.  Sir,  said  Vj. 
M.,  I  will  ^peal  to  the  gentleman  ftom  Ne* 
York  (Mr.  Macon  here  addressed  himself  U 
Mr.  Vam  Bcben)  if  he  did  not  find  ere^  Ihiof 
in  ruins  in  the  State  I  represeDt,  wbon  li* 
passed  through  it — and  whether  the  tariff  ^ 
not  destroyed  us?  I  am  glad  the  genllemu 
went  there  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  go  again,  h 
the  war,  Noilh  Carolina  was  very  mudi  ex- 
pressed by  tho  loss  of  commerce,  and  olhtf 
injuries.  And  now  she  is  equelly  burtbuKd 
with  this  protective  system.    The  princirie  of 

frotectioQ  had  been  carried  too  far.  Wbes 
was  yonng,  this  word,  protection,  had  a  bid 
sound  to  me ;  and  it  Is  quite  as  bad  now.  It 
seems  to  mean  that,  where  there  is  any  plue 
highly  favored  by  nature,  more  must  be  done  ft* 
it  than  for  any  other.  This  duty  has  been  tmlf 
called  a  "  war-tax."  Nobody  knows  betttf 
that  it  is  so,  Mr.  President,  than  you  do.  And 
I  told  yon,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  I  WOiiH  ^ 
never  vote  for  a  bill  that  had  salt  in  it  Ii  i 
this  Government  partial?  'What  would  J<« 
say  of  a  parent  that  would  feed  <Hi»-faalf  of  Ib*    j 
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ihUdreii,  uid  l«t  tbe  other  half  Btarre  I  Bait 
lells  now,  in  th«  market  towns,  higher  thaa  it 
bnnerlr  did  ia  tbe  ioterior  of  tna  conntrj.    It 


hose  da^B  was  good — not  joui  C6  lbs. 
g  a  heavf  article^  and  the  tranBportalian  of  it 
nland  makes  it  cost,  in  roanj  plaoea,  over  50 
leols  per  boahel.  The  dntj'  of  20  cents  was 
Int  put  on  at  tbe  eomraeocement  of  the  war. 
^art  of  it  was  afl«rwarda  taken  off.  But  it  is 
low  20  oents.  Those  who  voted  for  it  then, 
«id  thej'  would  vote  agdnst  it  when  the  war 
**s  over.  It  ii  said  that  it  ia  an  article  which 
unnot  be  amnggled^HUtd  ia  that  a  reason  wbj 
t  should  be  taxed  t  la  it  ^ood  reasoning  to 
•7  that,  becanse  laces  and  sUks  can  be  MDng- 
(led,  they  must  not  be  taxed  aa  high  as  on 
irtide  of  neceseitf  to  the  poor  t  They  don't 
inter  into  the  consnmptjon  of  tbe  poor  man. 
iir,  said  Ur.  M.,  I  have  alvays  odnsidered  this 
lystem  of  higb  duties  as  the  strife  of  private 
oterest  against  the  public  good.  It  bod  been 
laid  to  the  Sonth,  a  few  years  ago,  "only 
itM  our  tariff  bill  and  your  cotton  will  rise. 
Sot  it  has  not.  I  don't  know  that  they  prom- 
Md  ns  a  rise  on  tobacco.  But  we  were  told 
hat  it  would  increase  the  consumption  of  cot- 
oa.  IIow  does  it  tarn  ont  ?  With  every  kind 
>f  protection,  instead  of  our  manufaotnrers 
inderselliiig  the  foreigners,  the  foreigners 
lenell  us.  They  go  away  with  good  prices. 
!Je  sair,  by  a  Boston  paper,  not  long  since,  that 
be  prices  had  not  fallen.  Tbe  promise  was, 
lowBver,  that  every  thin^  sboold  M ;  and  it 
euindj  me  of  the  maxmi  that,  "while  the 
{riM  grows  the  steed  starves."  He  tbonght 
le  should  die  before  there  would  be  any  foU. 
Kr,  I  think,  said  Hr.  M.,  that  we  ore  bo  fright- 
oed  about  foreign  prodncta,  that  we  wonlo  be 
ilmost  willing  to  starve  ourselves,  and  go 
uked,  rather  than  eat  and  wear  them.  Tbe 
oil  intention  of  this  system  seems  to  be,  that 
re  are  to  hare  nothing  bat  what  is  made  in 
his  conntiy.  Sir,  tf  the  Sonthem  States  had 
oiAed  as  sharp  after  their  own  aSoirs  as  the 
iortix  have,  where  would  tlie  great  export 
nde  have  come  from}  In  nothing  ought 
>)aolity  to  be  more  strictly  observed,  than  in 
axotion.  Bat  everybody  knows,  that  if  yon 
xiliect  in  one  port  of  the  oountry,  and  expend 
n  another,  yoa  do  not  deal  egnollT.  It  was  on 
dd-fashioned  opinion,  with  bim,  that  the  max- 
m  t'  hich  directed  that  everybody  should  be 
et  alone,  and  do  that  which  they  could  do 
Mst,  contained  a  sound  doctrine.  Free  trade 
md  sailor's  righU,  was  formerly  the  motto  of 


Toold  pass;  but  his  hopes  were  now  very 
•int.    Whether  it  did  or  did  not,  he  should 
ilvays  be  (^  opinion  that  iustioe  lequirod  its 
Massge. 
Tbe  bill  was  iaid  on  tbe  tabl«. 


WinmsDAT,  April  S. 

Gradtiation  c/  th«  PriM  of  tAt  Pu&Im  Landt. 

The  bill  to  grtdnate  the  price  of  public  lands 

was  then  token  up,  the  substitute  ofibred  by 

Mr.  Babtok  being  under  consideration. 

Ur.  Bentok  stated  the  ol^ects  of  his  bill  to 
be,  first,  to  benefit  the  public  treasury,  by  ac- 
celerating the  sales  of  tne  public  lauds ;  and, 
next,  to  Denefit  the  new  Btates  by  procnring 
for  them,  within  some  reasonable  tune,  the  nse- 
of  all  tbe  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  pnr- 
poseB  of  settlement,  taxation,  and  general  Juris- 
diction. The  sales,  he  said,  were  too  dow  at 
iiresent  to  answer  these  pnrposes.  They  scarc»- 
y  advanced  at  all,  and  certainly  made  no  sensi- 
ble impression  on  the  mass  of  tbe  public  lands. 
The  Federal  Government  held  280  millions  of 
acres  in  the  States  and  Territories,  to  which 
the  Indian  title  had  been  eitinguisbed ;  about 
SO  millions  more  to  which  it  bod  not  been  ex- 
tinguished ;  about  SO  millions  on  the  n[q>^ 
Mi^ssippl,  between  the  State  of  Illinois  and 
Lake  Superior,  and  about  700  millions  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  east  of  the  Bocky  Moun- 
tains ;  making  1,100  millions  of  acres  of  un- 
dispnted  pnbho  domain,  exclusive  of  our  terri- 
torial clamis  and  possessions  in  tbe  valley  of 
the  Columbia  River  and  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Of  this  immense  mass,  not 
more  than  20  millions  of  acres  have  been  sold 
by  tbe  Federal  Government  in  a  period  of  M 
years;  and  only  S2  millions  of  purchase  money 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  from  which  is  to  h« 
Oedneted  tS,lSG,000  for  tbe  expense  of  surrey- 


General  Land  Office ;  $8,892,000  for  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  Indian  treaties  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles ;  and  annuities,  chieflf 
permanent,  amounting  at  present  to  attoot 
$240,000  per  annum.  Tbe  gain  to  the  Treasury 
would  be  but  little  from  such  sales ;  and  as  to 
the  new  States  and  Territories,  a  simple  ques- 
tion in  the  Bule  of  Three  would  show  that  it 
would  take  620  years  to  extioguish  tbe  Federal 
title  within  tlieir  limits,  at  the  rate  the  soles 
had  been  going  on  for  the  forty  years  post,  and 
about  2,000  years  more  to  complete  the  sales 
to  the  head  of  the  Mississipni,  and  to  the  foot 
of  the  Bocky  Monutuns.  Uaving  stated  these 
results,  Mr.  B.  suggested  to  the  Senate  that 
530  years  was  rather  too  long  a  period  for  the 
new  States  to  remain  vrithout  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cultivating  tbe  lands  within  their 
limits;  rather  too  long  for  the  public  debt  to 
unpaid,  and  for  the  people  of  the  old 
States  to  continue  to  raise  money  from  other 

nrces  to  pay  its  annual  interest. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill,  and  stated  the 
nature  of  its  several  provisions.  He  s^d  that 
it  conusted  of  four  distinct  clauses,  comprised 
in  five  sections ;  and  that  each  clause  presented 

separate  question  for  the  consideration  and 


plied  tiie  groduoUim  principle   to  t 
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which  hod  been  heretofore  offered  at  public 
Bsle,  and  remained  unsold  at  the  mmimuni 
price  of  tl  26  per  acre ;  the  second  clanse  ap- 
plied tho  same  principle  to  the  lands  hereafter 
to  come  into  market ;  the  third  clanae  proposed 
donations  of  small  tracts  to  actnol  settlers ; 
and  the  fourth  made  provision  for  tho  ces»oa 
of  the  refuse  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie,  for  the  promotion  of  the  ^reat  cause  of 
education  and  internal  improvement. 

Having  stated  the  nature  of  the  different 
clauses  in  his  bill,  Hr.  B.  went  on  to  examine 
these  clansea  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood, 
and  to  show  their  practical  effect  upon  the 
public  lands  and  the  public  TreoBury.  For  this 
purpose  he  took  up  the  flrtt  clause,  which  ap- 

tlied  the  graduation  principle  to  the  lands  now 
1  market,  and  said  that  the  proper  deciuon 
of  it  required  a  knowledge,  first,  of  the  quan- 
tity, and,  eeeondl;,  of  the  quality,  of  the  lauda, 
to  which  it  wonlcl  apply.  As  the  author  of  the 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty  to  give  to  the 
&enat«  full  and  correct  infonnotion  upon  those 
points,  and  he  should  do  so  with  all  the  brevity 
and  precision  which  Uie  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject would  admit  of.  He  had  been  collecting 
this  information  for  jnanj  years,  and  without 
pretending  to  tho  minute  accuracy  of  a  clerk 
BtattDg  an  account,  he  would  confine  himself 
to  round  numbers,  and  assure  the  Senate  that 
his  statements  would  be  found  to  be  sufficiently 
correct  and  particular  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  the  legislator. 

On  the  first  point  he  would  say,  that  the 
number  of  acres  on  which  the  first  clause  of 
the  bill  would  operate,  was  about  80  millions, 
and  be  verified  this  statement  by  showing  from 

5rint«d  documents,  and  manuscript  memoran- 
ums,  taken  from  the  General  Laud  Office,  that 
the  quantity  of  public  laud  surveyed,  was  140 
millions  of  acres ;  the  quantity  sold  was  20 
millions ;  the  quantity  given  away,  reserved 
boia  sale,  or  not  brought  into  market,  was  40 
millions;  leaving  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  60 
millions  of  acres  for  the  application  of  the  first 
clause  of  hia  bflL  So  mneh  for  the  quantity. 
On  the  second  point,  Ur.  B.  would  say,  that  he 
bad  a  great  deal  of  personal  knowledge  of  the 
quality  of  these  lands.  They  lay  in  seven 
States  and  three  Territories ;  and  of  each  of 
these,  exoept  one  territory,  that  of  Michigan, 
he  had  a  personal  knowledge  from  traveUing 
and  viaita;  and  although  the  soil  of  the  whole 
of  them  might  be  characterised  as  rich,  yet, 
as  the  fattest  anima]  must  have  liMies  and  offal, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  the  richest  country  must 
have  its  rocks  and  hills,  and  sterile  spots. 
This  was  essentially  true  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  which  contained  the  public  lands ; 
and  of  the  relative  proportions  of  good  and 
bad,  those  to  the  South  possessed  much  the 
larig^t  alloy  of  bad.  In  every  Stato  and  Terri- 
tory these  lands  had  been  picked ;  in  the  forks 
of  tbe  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  chiefly  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  others, 
for  a  long  time,  under  the  bountiM  dispensa- 


tions of  foreign  sovereigns,  before  they  beeoK 
subject  to  tho  more  rigorous systeni  of  thcM- 
erj  GovernroeuL  The  eighty  millumi  insoU 
was  the  residuum  of  the  repeated  pkii^  ai 
oullings,  by  sales  and  donations,  for  poio'  ' 
Uo,  fifty,  and  a  hundred  yean,  under 
difierent  sovereignties,  and  might  be  avmet 
to  be  at  least  one-half  unfit  for  cnttivation,  ni 
worth  nothing  at  all,  and  the  other  half  dkj- 
ed  in  all  assignable  proportions  with  BtincM 
of  bad  land,  and  hardly  worth  an  avcn^  cf 
forty  or  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

But  the  bill  meets  with  several  objectitM: 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  one  of  a  Davtl  mi 
extraordinary  character,  not  cofuieeted  rA 
the  merits  of  the  question,  but  orowing  on  d 
supposed  ii^uries  which  it  is  to  inflict  npoa  te 
old  States.  It  is  said  that  the  bill  will  hn 
the  eflect  of  drawingoff  the  population  of  tlm 
States,  diminishing  the  weight  of  their  p>:£^ 
influence,  sinking  the  value  of  their  lanb,  at 
retarding  the  progress  of  their  maniifBctora. 

These  are  strange  objections,  Mr.  Preada^ 
to  be  urged  in  a  country  blessed  with  a  aa^ 
tution  founded  on  the  rights  of  man.  Tbq 
would  coma  welt  from  feudal  lords  in  thetk 
baronial  times  of  Great  Britain,  or  fruai  di 
masters  of  the  ser&  and  vassala  of  Rnsaiad 
Poland  to  the  present  day ;  but  they  gi* 
harshly  npou  my  ear — tliey  hsmioDixe  ba£; 
with  the  feelings  of  my  bosom — camiuf  fon 
American  statesmen,  and  istend«d  to  rcflin 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  fmn  tat- 
tering their  condition  by  removing-  to  the  Tot 
Admitting  aH  the  evils  apprehended,  aad  i 
would  still  be  on  invalid  ol^ectitm ;  for  tk 
people  have  a  right  under  our  eotiEtitatian  Up 
where  they  please;  even  to  expatriate  tk* 
selves,  and  go  into  foreiga  countries  in  panel 
of  wealth  or  happiness.^  It  is  their  own  pir- 
ilege  to  go  or  stay,  and  no  rightAil  powsn- 
sides  in  this  Government  to  reatrain  ifam- 
But  the  evils  will  be  much  leas  than  setnu 
be  apprehended,  even  in  the  parta  of  the  Uuca 
from  which  the  ot^ections  chiefij  ooom.  £>>' 
ETBtion  has  never  depopulated  a  g«od  eoiaftiy. 
The  chasm  made  by  one  person  moving  arq' 
is  always  filled  in  such  a  coimtr;  by  anotti* 
coming  in,  and  usually  a  richer  one.  PoGtial 
influeuce-  is  not  diminished,  Ijut  inoeaaed,  tiy 
such  emigrations.  Of  thia  the  two  hdh  oF 
Congress  furnish  abundant  proof.  Laads  ia 
theoIdStatea  wilt  certainly  not  produce  lea  ia 
consequence  of  such  removala.  Tlie  profifa 
principle  of  the  soil  wilt  still  be  the  same;  lad 
if  it  Belts  for  less,  it  is  also  bouEht  for  !>«< 
The  thing  batauces  itself.  The  buyer  ftM 
what  the  eeller  loses ;  and  as  the  seller  is  to  te 
the  emigrant,  the  advantage  remains  with  At 
one  that  remuns  in  the  country.  In  awv 
places,  the  price  of  land  is  as  low  now  iafti 
old  Statee  as  my  bill  proptoaes  to  make  it  ia  Its 
new  ones.  My  fHenas  tell  me  that  land  fit  to 
cultivation,  and  with  some  improvement  njn 
it,  and  convenient  to  all  the  advantages  cf  (M 
established  institution^  can  be  bad  wnr  J 
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North  Carolina  for  one  dollar  per  acre.  In 
Virginia,  I  see  from  the  aaseasmeDt  of  ISIT, 
irhen  the  price  of  real  estate  there,  as  else- 
where, was  double  what  it  iti  bow,  that  a  large 
ioantj,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Seua- 
lors,  here  present,  (Tyler,)  and  conl^ning  as 
nan;  acres  as  the  Federal  Government  has 
(ver  Bold  in  Missonri,  was  assessed  at  88  cents 
Mr  acre,  improvements  and  all ;  that  another 
tonotj,  of  about  the  same  size,  iMaring  the 
ume  of  another  of  her  Senators  present,  (Taze- 
irell,)  was  assessed  at  8S  cents  per  acre ;  and 
liree  others  at  the  respective  prices  of  S4,  23, 
ind  18  cents  per  acre.  GenUemen  will  say 
liese  are  inferior  lands.  I  answer,  that  the 
>ricos  in  mr  bill  also  applj  to  inferior  land, 
md  that  so  uu-  as  price  is  concerned,  there  will 
>e  DO  indncement  for  emigration  from  old 
States  to  new  ones.  To  the  sonth  of  the  Poto- 
nac,  and  in  all  the  slave-holding  States,  emigra- 
ion  ia  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The 
>oor  are  not  needed  there.  Slaves  perform  all 
ih«  menial  services,  and  do  the  principal  part 
>f  the  labor.  In  the  noa  slave-holding  States, 
ind  especially  in  the  raannfactnrinK  districts,  it 
s  somewhat  different.  There  the  poor  ore 
ranted  for  tenants,  for  daj  laborers,  for  do- 
nestio  servants,  and  to  work  in  the  mannfac- 
lories.  To  such  States  it  might  be  some  disad- 
vantage to  lose  their  poor ;  but  it  is  a  loss 
irhich  they  have  no  moral  or  lawful  riffht  to 
irovent,  by  passing  laws  to  restrain  their  re- 
novsl,  Bu^  Mr.  President,  I  will  drop  these 
)l:aections.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  justiiia- 
>le  in  Senators  from  old  States  to  vote  upon 
mch  considerations ;  and  of  course  it  is  not  he- 
mming in  me  to  presume  that  an  argument  is 
lecessary  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 

I  will  proceed  to  the  next  objection,  which 
B  also  of  a  novel  and  extraordinary  character, 
ind  seeins  to  have  its  origin  in  a  benevolent  in- 
^Lnation  to  save  the  people  of  the  new  States 
him  the  consequences  of  their  own  folly.  It 
roes  upon  the  supposition  that  the  price  of  all 
itie  land  held  by  individuals,  will  be  sank  to 
,fae  scale  of  prices  fixed  in  the  bill,  and  that 
liose  landholders  will  be  ii^nred  in  their  prop- 
irty  to  that  degree.  This  is  the  ostensible  na- 
nre  of  the  objection ;  but  it  may  be  that  it  has 
1  different  object  |  diat  its  real  design  is  Tfot 
ihsritable,  but  insidions ;  and  that  it  is  intend- 
)d  to  excite  tliese  landholders  agmnst  the  bill. 
[n  the  first  point  of  view,  it  is,  to  say  the  least 
>f  it,  a  very  unexpected  ebullition  of  superser- 
rioeable  benevolence,  which  the  individnals 
"eferred  to  will  resist  and  repudiate.  They 
lave  no  need,  and  it  is  no  compliment  to  their 
inderstandings  to  snppos^  that  they  have  any 
leed  for  such  intrusive  guardianship.  They 
enow  that  their  lands  will  produce  as  good 
■XQ^  after  as  before  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
tiany  of  them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at 
the  graduated  prices.  All  will  know  that  indi- 
riduals  are  now  selling  second  and  third  rate 
land  for  the  same  prices  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
ud  every  one  is  oonsdooa  that  population 
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pves  value  to  land,  and  tliat  their  own  will  rise 
m  value  in  proportion  to  the  settlement  and 
improvement  of  flie  country. 

The  third  objection  that  I  shall  notice  b  tba 
one  so  incontinently  repeated,  tliat  no  one  will 
buy  until  tlie  lands  fall  to  the  lowest  price- 
This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  same  objection  which 
was  made  to  the  graduation  principle  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  which,  for  several  years, 'retarded 
the  e^blisliment  of  the  eystom  there.  When 
it  was  established,  the  objection  wasdiaoovered 
to  have  no  foundation.  This  we  learn  irom 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  author  of  the  system  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  en- 
try taker  in  one  of  the  districts.  These  paper* 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  are  presumed  to  be  read 
by  every  member.  I  will  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading  them 
over,  amply  as  their  contents  would  repay  that 
trouble ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  present  a 
second  time,  the  table  of  sales  actually  made  in 
the  Hiwassee  distric^  a  distrint  of  only  forW 
miles  square,  and  which  proves  the  utter  fal- 
lacy and  total  inapplicability  of  the  objection. 
The  following  is  the  table : 


imountofla^ 

enltrtd  in  tht  Entry  Ogif  of  tht 

Ttctittd/rom 

ht2dIibruary.lBi4,tothe2dIilh 

ru«n,,im. 

«1G0 

100,000               $160,000 

68,000                   63,000 

0  60 

90,000                   46,000 

0  25 

80,000                 20,000 

0  01 


182,000 


i,aoo 


|27e,320 

Such  is  the  triumphant  answer  which  actual 
experiment  gives  to  this  ohpection.  It  was 
the  experiment  of  one  district;  bat  the  re- 
sult was  the  same  In  others,  for  the  law  was 
co-eitensive  in  ita  application  with  the  exist- 
ence of  the  State  lanils.  Bat  even  without  this 
experimental  answer,  the  objection  would  have 
vanished  before  an  ai^nment.  Instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  lowest  price,  many  would  be  tempted 
to  give  more  than  the  land  was  worth,  either  to 
save  a  quarter  section  which  was  necessary  to 
complete  the  size  and  form  of  their  estate,  or  to 
supply  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  of  water,  or  a 
stone  quarry,  or  a  sugar  orchard,  or  to  keep  off 
a  bod  neighbor,  or  to  form  a  settlement  for  a 
child,  or  to  keep  open  an  outlet  for  stock. 
Such  was  the  natural  progress  and  order  of 
things.  He  that  wanted  a  piece  of  land  that 
suited  hihi  would  cheerfnlly  embrace  the  first 
opportunity  of  taking  it  up  for  its  real  value, 
lest  another  should  forestall  him  in  the  pur- 
chase, and  make  him  afterwords  pay  more  thoQ 
the  value.  To  suppose  otherwise,  and  to  as- 
sert, as  this  objection  implies,  that  thd  people 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  would  wiut 
with  each  other  for  four  years,  until  the  priw 
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of  all  land  fell  to  2S  cents  per  acre,  is  to  Bup- 
pose  tli«  eiiBUnM  of  &  universal  combioatioD, 
■s  imposuble  in  practice  as  itVonld  be  dishon- 
orable in  conception.  And,  aft«r  all,  it  could 
end  in  no  advantage ;  for  when  the  lands  had 
fallen  to  twenty-five  cents,  the  actual  settlore 
wonld  have  the  preference,  and  the  purchasers 
would  have  to  stand  off  until  they  were  satis- 
i^  and  then  the  contest  would  begin  among 
them ;  for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  the  same 
time-  for  tlia  same  tract,  they  would  hdTa  to 
bid  for  It,  and  the  price  might  be  ran  up  higher 
than  ever. 

The  fourtli  objection  to  my  bill  is  fomid  in 
the  apprehension  of  epeculatora.  It  is  the  same 
old  objection,  Mr.  President,  which  had  its  effect 
for  &  wliile  in  Tennessee,  as  we  learn  from 
Ueurs.  Smith  and  Mitchell,  and  which  was 
oompletely  falsified  by  the  event  there,  and  is 
ready  to  be  overthrown  by  argument  here.  Sir, 
there  con  be  no  such  thing  as  speculation  in 
wild  land,  in  the  present  state  of  America.  A 
■peculator  buys  to  sell  again.  His  plan  is  to 
buy  low,  and  sell  high  ;  but  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  America,  luthongh  he  may  buy  low 
enongh,  yet  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  sell  still 
lower.  What  chance  is  there  for  wild  land  to 
rise?  The  United  States  own  eleven  htmdred 
millions  of  acres,  for  which  she  cannot  And 
purchasers.  Mexico  and  Canada  have  more 
than  tliey  can  give  away.  The  old  States  and 
the  new  States  are  full  of  improved  land,  offer- 
ed for  sale  on  the  most  reduced  terms.  Yon 
■oe  t«n  sellers  for  one  purchaser.     The  old 

rculatora  of  leiT-'lS,  that  h  to  say,  the  few 
t  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  tJieir  lands. 


They  laugh  at  it.  They  Icnow  that  the  laws  of 
entail  and  primi^eniture  ore  abolished,  and 
ttiat  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present  day 
b  only  the  tniBtee  for  other  people's  children ; 
that  his  posterity,  and  the  postenty  of  his  pres- 
ent tenants,  will  eichange  positions  In  two  or 
three  generations,  perhaps  in  one  generation ; 
ftnd,  as  for  present  purctieses,  tJiey  know  that 
they  con  rise  as  early,  ride  as  fost,  get  to  the 
office  as  soon,  and  sliow  as  good  money  as  any 
^culator.  If  it  comes  to  bidding,  they  con 
bid  OS  high.  If  it  comea  to  drawing  lots,  they 
Stand  as  good  a  chance  as  any  man  for  the  long 
■traw.  In  a  word,  sir,  the  people  are  not  afraid 
of  specolators.  They  know  there  is  no  such 
thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  npon 
them,  and  they  laugh  at  It 

The  fifth  objection  supposes  that  the  Federal 
Government  will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands 
nnder  my  bill.  I  demand,  sir,  if  it  gets  the 
Talue  under  the  present  system  ?  And  I  an- 
■  swer  no!  I  assert  thatiCeets  nothing  under 
{he  present  Bystem ;  that  the  thirty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  received  in  forty-two  years,  for 
twenty  millions  of  acres,  has  been  Bunk,  and 
double  sunk,  and  five  time«  over  sunk,  in  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt  while  this 
«nm  was  collecting,  and  in  the  expenses  of  the 


system.  I  soy  tb&t  it  will  get  quickly  tmfa 
my  bill,  what  it  gets  at  all ;  that  an  aversgerf 
fitty  cents  per  acre,  received  in  four  or  Gn 
years,  for  the  refuse  lauds,  wUl  be  worth  atn 
to  the  Treasury  than  fl  26,  received  for  tlw 
same  lands,  would  be  worth  thirty  or  ftny 
years  hence.  But  1  dismiss  this  caiculatioa  n 
one  of  inferior  and  subordinate  considentjon,  I 
look  to  the  cnltivotion  of  the  lands,  more  Mat 
to  their  sales.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  the  wQ 
which  enriches  the  country ;  and  in  tins  ptnt 
of  view,  the  coimtry  is  always  a  gainer  vhti 
any  portion  of  the  public  lands  is  passed  frmi 
the  Federal  Qovemment,  which  cannot  a^ 
val«  tbem,  into  the  bands  of  private  owntn 
who  can.  As  a  proof  of  this,  look  to  the  Aican 
which  have  been  received  on  impMts,  wliid 
imports  ore  founded  on  the  exports  which  in 
the  products  of  the  soil,  Tou  will  see  tboi 
amounting,  in  thirty-seven  years,  the  pniod 
that  the  present  constitution  has  been  in  hca, 
to  $CT6,000,000.  Tes,  sir,  to  five  hundred  m1 
seventy  five  millions  of  dollars  I  And  tliii 
source  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  eihuaU' 
by  one  year's  cultivation  like  the  revenoe  Una 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  which  can  only  lie  i*- 
ceived  once,  is  perennial  and  eternal,  renewinf 
itself  incessantly,  and  augmenting,  from  jetf 
to  year,  with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  of  pop- 
ulation. Surely  it  ia  our  policy  to  incrcsse  tbii 
bountiful  source  of  revenue,  and  for  that  pll^ 
pose  to  give  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  eTifj 
mhabitant  that  wilt  cultivate  it. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  objectiona  which  btn 
been  made  to  the  graduation  danse  of  mj  bill, 
Mr.  President,  without  noticing  one  whidi  I 
heard  in  UiESOuri,  but  which  has  not  beeo  er 
farced  by  any  speaker  on  thia  floor.  It  nt 
the  objection  of  a  tamicr  who  supplied  hii  ms 
with  bark  from  the  pnblio  lands,  and  wlia,^ 
ter  running  over  all  the  worn  out  objeciicn 
about  speculators,  etc.,  admitted  that  ois  tr" 
ol^ectioQ  was  altogetiier  of  a  different  otbiR: 
that  if  the  bill  passed  all  the  land  weild  le 
bought  up,  and  he  would  get  no  more  "  pst^ 
bark  "  to  ton  with. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  the  donation  d«i«i 
and  admit  at  once  that  its  primary  intenlioD  » 
to  better  the  condition  of  the  poor.  I  know  it 
to  be  written  in  that  book  which  is  the  epitciH 
of  all  knowledge,  "  that  the  rich  rnletb  Ibt 

nr,  and  tlie  borrower  is  the  serviat  of  ll" 
ier."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  b^  W 
venerable  and  venerated  friend  from  Koitb 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macok,)  that  GovemmentssreiK* 
made  for  the  poor,  but  against  tiiem ;  that  tb* 
rich  get  the  benefits  and  the  poor  Kl  ^ 
burthens  of  Government;  and  I  know  toil  t^i^ 
severe  remark  has  much  foundation  in  the  bit- 
lory  of  mankind,  yet  it  has  not  always  been  » 
There  have  been  exceptions,  and  eapeciallf  * 
that  great  republic,  whose  name,  after  the  l»f^ 
of  two  thousand  years,  still  shineaasalesfflDf 
star  in  the  flrmaraent  of  nations.  It  wm  »<* 
BO  among  the  ancient  Komans.  Viththdh*- 
roio  people,  altboogh  the  GoremiiMiit  ** 
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lieflj  In  the  hands  of  the  Patriciani,  yet  tiie 
toor  hod  an  interest  in  their  oonntry,  and  that 
nterest  waa  founded  in  their  share  of  the  pub- 
ic laods.  When  a  oonqaeat  wu  made,  half  the 
■nds  were  immediatel;'  Bet  a^de  for  grstnitooH 
Li*tribatioa  among  the  poor;  the  other  half 
ras  put  up  to  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
Knarj.  Besides  thia  fundamental  lav,  we 
«ad  in  the  history  of  that  great  people,  of  oo- 
arionol  donations  of  land  to  20,DQO  poor  fami- 
ies  at  a  time.  Manj  laws  were  made  for  the 
irctection  of  their  lands — as  the  Licinian  law, 
rhieh  secured  their  possessions  for  sererol 
inndred  jeors,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
rhich  the  Gracchi  lost  their  lives.  It  was  this 
Dtcrest  in  the  soil  of  their  conntrj,  which 
nade  the  love  of  that  conntry  so  strong  a  paa- 
iw  in  the  breast  of  the  Roman  citizen.  It 
ras  this  which  made  everr  Koman  glory  in 
he  name,  and  hold  himself  forever  ready  to 
ight  and  die  for  his  country.  And  cannot  tlie 
lame  ctLuse  produce  the  same  effect  with  us? 
Congress  is  charged  with  providing  for  "  the 
ummon  defence  of  the  nation,  and  she  es- 
lends  miiliona  apon  the  fortifications  of  the 
cacoast,  ftnd  upon  the  equipment  of  ships  for 
i»  sea.  And  Riay  she  not  give  land  for  the 
kfence  of  the  western  frontier  I  Great  Britain 
1  now  filling  Upper  Canada  with  freeholders. 
it  a  great  expanse  to  the  crown.  One  hundred 
md  fifty  acres  of  choice  land  to  each  emigrant 
-expenses  of  removal — provisbos  for  one  year 
-seed-grdns  for  the  first  crop — farming  tools, 
md  household  utensils,  a  cow,  at  the  cost  of 
UlOs.  sterling :  each  are  the  indncements  which 
Sn^nd  holds  out  for  the  setllement  of  Upper 
}anada.  And  wh;  t  For  the  obvious  purpose 
i  ttrengtheniog  herself  against  us  in  that  quar- 
er:  and  shall  we  not  strengthen  oarselves 
igunst  her  in  the  opposite  qnortert  And  by 
he  same  means!  The  defence  &raished  by 
NtriotiBra  and  valor,  has  been  called  "the 
£eap  defence  of  nations,"  and  so  in  fact  it  is, 
L  brave  people,  devoted  to  their  country,  is  its 
Jieapest,  as  well  ia  its  surest,  defence.  Of  this 
lefence,  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Government 
o  avail  itself  to  any  degree.  It  may  have  as 
nanf  warriors  as  it  pleases  on  its  frontier.  It 
las  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land 
D  the  frontier  States  and  territories,  and  some 
iQudred  thousand  citizens  withoat  freeholds. 
!>et  it  give  them  land  ;  let  it  give  them  an  in- 
erest  in  their  country ;  a  home  for  their  wives 
md  their  little  ones ;  and  they  will  never  be 
bund  without  &  horse  and  a  rifle;  without  a 
riUiog  mind,  a  courageous  heart,  and  a  strong 
irm,  when  that  country  demands  their  service. 
.etnot  the  character  of  these  people  be  judged 
»y  the  infamous  British  publications,  towhich  too 
nony  of  onr  statesmen  look  for  information  of 
Jieir  own  country,  I  have  one  of  these  publica- 
Jona,  which  I  have  reserved  to  read  in  this  place, 
hat  t  might  bear  witness,  on  this  elevated  thea- 
re,  before  the  whole  American  Senate,  to  its  base 
md  libellous  character.  It  is  from  the  British 
juHterly  Review,  No.  61.    IJBtentoit: 


"  We  sfflnn,  without  fear  of  cautradictioo,  or  of 
error,  th&t  there  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  fitce  of 
the  globe,  a  nee  of  men  so  utterly  absodoned  to 
vice  and  to  crime,  to  devoid  of  alt  fe&r  of  God,  uid 
regard  towards  man,  as  the  ouUlettlerg  of  Ecntuck;, 
Ohio,  aod  other  back  Butei." 

Now,  Ur.  President,  I  affirm,  without  fear 
of  error,  and  with  utter  contempt  for  all  contra-. 
diction,  that  a  baser  libel  was  never  published, 
against  any  people,  than  this  which  I  have  read. 
It  has  been  exposed  by  one  who  knows  its 
falsity,  (Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  the 
North  American  Keview ;)  and  I  add  my  voioo 
to  his,  and  from  personal  knowledge.  I  have 
known  the  people  of  the  frontier  Htatea  from 
my  boyhood — have  travelled  among  them,  and 
lived  among  them ;  and  can  tmly  say,  tha^  (or 
all  the  manly  virtucB — for  intepity,  fair  deal- 
ing, courage,  generosity,  and  hospitality,  they 
are  proverbial  and  unrivalled.  The  benighted 
stranger  never  knocks  at  their  gate  in  vain: 
the  traveller  never  quits  their  bouse  hnngry : 
looks  and  bars  are  not  necessary  for  the  securi- 
ty of  cribs  and  bams;  the  mtul  needs  no  guard; 
the  solitary  unarmed  traveller,  in  a  Journey  of 
a  thousand  miles,  enjoys  a  safety  by  day  and  by 
night,  which  he  would  look  for  hi  vain  in  the 
streets  of  that  capital  of  Great  Britain,  from 
which  issued  the  infomuas  libel  which  I  havs 
read  to  yoa.  It  is  the  people  of  these  frontier 
States  to  whom  we  are  chlefiy  indebted  for  tho 
gloricaof  the  late  war.  It  is  to  them  we  are  chief- 
ly to  look  in  future  wars.  They  are  with  us 
"the  cheap  defence  of  the  natiun."  And  sliall 
they  not  have  an  inheritance  in  the  land  of  tb«r 
fathers  ?  Shall  they  not  have  a  home,  as  well  as 
a  grave,  in  the  land  which  they  defend  I  Shall 
we  part  with  no  ground  but  for  gold  and  silvert 
Bhdl  we  consider  money  more  valuable  than 
patriotism)  Shall  we  act  upon  the  prindple 
which  I  liave  heard  asserted  on  this  floor,  tliat 
the  man  who  cannot  pay  $100  for  eighty  acres 
of  land  is  not  worth  having  for  a  citizen  I  Sir, 
I  know  tietter.  I  know  that  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitanta  of  new  countries 
never  see  the  day  when  they  are  masters  of  100 
silver  dollars,  to  be  paid  down  for  a  piece  of 
Innd.  Early  marriages,  the  cares  of  famQy, 
current  expenses  for  indispensable  objects,  acci- 
dents, misforlnnes,  and  losses,  prevent  the  aocti' 
mulation  of  such  a  sum — small  as  it  may  seem 
to  those  who  arein  the  habit  of  handlingmoney, 
but  great,  in  fact,  to  him  who  gets  noUiing  but 
by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  and  whose  first  earn- 
ings go  to  the  daily  support  of  bis  wife  and  his 
childiren.  Poverty  Is  not  always  tho  effect  of 
vice  or  laziness.  Ifany  are  bom  poor,  and  re- 
main so  1  many  eia  bom  rich,  and  become  poor 
through  misfortune ;  and,  to  all,  the  change  of 
condition  from  tenant  to  freeholder,  is  the  most 
difficult  part  of  their  Uvea.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  that  change  for  them.  It 
cnn  do  it  for  hundreds  of  thoosands,  and  be 
none  the  weaker  or  poorer,  but  richer  and 
stronger  on  account  tx  It  Great  and  merl- 
toriou  ai«  the  services  of  the  poor.    They  ara 
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BOldiera  in  the  time  of  war,  and  coltiTatora  both 
In  war  uid  peace.  Their  daily  labor  !a  the  peren- 
nial  Booroe  of  food  to  man  and  beast  Daily 
do  tliej  moisten  the  earth  with  the  sweat  of 
their  brow.  Shall  that  Bweat  continne  to  fall 
upon  ground  which  is  not  their  own  ?  Shall 
thej  remain  without  Ituid  Duder  a  Government 
abonndiog  with  laod  ?  Shall  the  j  be  compelled 
to  choose  between  the  hard  sltematives  of  be- 
ing treapawen  or  tenants,  all  their  lives  t  ShaU 
thej  tee  forever  this  Federal  Govemment,  af- 
ter eoDitittitiiiK  itself  sole  purchaser  of  land 
from  Indians,  resolve  itself  into  the  hard  char- 
acter of  cpecnUtor  and  monopolizer,  and  moke 
"merchandise"  oat  of  God'anrst  and  greatest 
gift  to  man  t 

The  oesuon  clanse,  Ur,  President,  to  which 
I  now  proceed,  is  the  fourth  and  last  clsnae  in 
the  bilL  Its  natnre  has  been  explained.  The 
other  olanses  being  adopted,  the  adoption  of 
this  one  would  seem  a  matter  of  course.  It 
conld  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  np  ofBoee 
in  the  old  districts,  to  sell  the  miserable  refuse 
which  wonld  rem^n  nnsold  for  a  jear,  after 
having  been  offered  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  The  expense  would  not  justify  it.  The 
onlj  question  would  be  between  giving  them 
np  to  the  States  for  beneficial  pDrposes,  or  snf- 
fering  them  to  lie  Idle  for  hundreds  of  years, 
nndet  the  barren  sceptre  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. That,  with  roe,  would  be  no  qnestion  at 
all  The  States,  vith  the  advantage  of  local 
knowledge,  and  near  saperintendenee,  could 
make  them  avulable  in  promoting  edacation 
and  improviog  tlie  oonntry :  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government,  they  wonld  be  a  harbor 
for  wild  beasts,  and  nuisanoes  to  the  conntty 
for  hundreds  of  years.  I  dwell  particularly, 
Mr.  Preeident,  on  this  idea.  These  refuse  lands 
are  the  souroee  of  disease  and  death.  I  have 
in  my  hand  the  statement  of  an  officer  whose 
babitnal  correctness  is  above  all  prtuse — a  gen- 
tleman who  hides  gnperior  merit  in  a  subordi- 
nate station — one  who  takes  pains  to  conceal 
more  science  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my 
acqnuntance  can  show — I  speak  of  Col.  McRee, 
Surveyor  General  in  Missouri,  whose  report  up- 
on the  inundated  lands  of  Missouri  and  Illinois 
was  made  nuder  your  instructions,  and  printed 
by  your  order — I  have,  I  say,  his  statement  in 
my  hand,  which  shows  1,096  ponds,  lakes,  and 
morses  in  these  two  Statett,  on  an  area  of  four 
millions  of  acres,  or  the  one-twentieth  part  of 
their  surface.  They  cover  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acresof  land.  The  most  of  them  belong  to 
the  Federal  Government.  They  are  nuisances  to 
the  country,  and  nuisances  which  the  local  au- 
thorities have  not  the  means  to  abate.  They 
are  the  sooroe  of  sickness  and  death  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitants;  even  to  those  who 
have  bought  land  from  the  Owner  of  the  nui- 
sance. Many  snch,  after  years  of  contention 
with  noxious  and  pestjlentiai  air,  spending  their 
money,  and  losing  many  members  of  their  fam- 
ily in  the  vdn  confliot,  have  been  compelled  to 
move  away,  abandoning  their  poasesBions  with- 
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out  rent  or  sale.    Sir,  I  consider  it  n  plam  hs- 

Sage,  not  amonnting  to  metaphorical,  tnol 
ese  1,096  pooila,  lakes,  swamps,  sndmuik^ 
so  many  Federal  Garrisons,  manned  bj  mot- 
merable  and  invisible  agents  of  destnKuie,a 
the  shape  of  varioos  diseases,  for  the  eilHB' 
nation  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Ameriets  Ba- 
torn  is  the  chief  seat  of  these  1,008  gamaMOjiti 
melancholy  is  the  havoo  which  theyhaTttiA 
upon  it  Who  has  not  heard  ot  read  ef  liii 
incomparable  and  unrivalled  bottom,  edldlf 
pre-eminenoe,  American!  And  how&iui^ 
madequote  is  the  conception  which  any  desof- 
tion  can  give  to  thoM  who  have  not  ma  is  j 
Figure  to  joarself,  Mr.  President,  an  iBnna  I 
bottom,  ninety  miles  long,  and  averagiiiE  in 
miles  wide,  washed  on  one  nde  by  the  Itissf- 
sippi,  fortified  on  the  other  by  a  lofty  msftf 
of  limestone  rock;  divided  ana  anbdivided  isii 
whole  extent  into  woodland  and  prairis ;  th 
wood  filled  with  vines  and  wild  fruit;  the  pi» 
ries  covered  with  grass  and  flowers  ;  the  i£  i 
rich,  like  the  Delta  of  tlie  NUe,  and  too  Imb, 
too  light,  (o  bold  the  streams  of  water  vbid 
gnsh  from  the  rampart  of  rock,  or  M  &n 
the  high  country  above,  and  which  are  twi 
lowed  up  in  their  vain  attempt  to  rssdi  i» 
river ;  sitaated  under  the  temperate  tatitodtif 
87  and  88,  onpraita  to  the  flonrislm^  mohi 
town  of  SL  Louis,  and  within  four  days'  mii 
New  Orleans  :  fignre  to  yourself  these  ol^ 
and  yon  then  have  an  outline  of  the  Atomm 
Bottom,  which  yonr  own  rich  imaginatios  n? 
fill  np,  in  its  happier  days,  with  fiddi  dncd 
black  with  dark  green  corn;  other  fieldiyebi* 
with  ripening  wheat,  barley,  rye,  and  ntnit 
fleeting  the  rays  of  a  brilliant  sun  from  Iki 
level  golden  uniform,  and  waving  snifiua;  <^ 
chords  loaded  with  young  fruit ;  viMS  wi* 
grapes  ;  vast  herds  of  cattle  wading  op  to  thv 
sides  in  the  tall  proirie  grass  ;  and  all  tMi  ii 
an  atmoephere  fragrant  with  the  fresh  poiaM 
of  innumerable  flowere  and  bloesooti  Tto 
magnificent  bottom  was  the  Brat  abods  d  tt> 
Frencbin  the  valley  of  the  IfiesJSBippi  II'**' 
tiement,  by  the  followers  of  L«  Sule,  sbotil  lb 
year  1680,  wae  coeval  with  the  settlMDcat  <f 
Philadelphia,  Before  the  peace  tA  lTt3,wlii<^ 
transferred  the  Canadas  andlUinob  to  the  Brit- 
ish Crown,  it  was  the  seat  of  a  nnmrroupop' 
nlation,  which  supplied  New  Orleans  tiiIi  (••■ 
visiona,  and  sent  three  companies  of  milit"  ■ 
assist  in  the  destruction  or  Braddock,>lM 
Duquesne,  Kaskaskia  was  then  a  rii  •* 
flourishing  town ;  Cahokia,  Prairie  da  RocM 
and  Praine  de  Pont,  were  gay  and  smiliiig  * 
lages;  Fort  Chartrea,  with  ita  nummns  M 
brilliant  garrison,  gave  aecnrity  to  the  idoh' 
tants,  and  imparted  life  and  animatimi  to  ti« 
innocent,  Joys.  Bat,  nnee  then,  faowdi»(»' 
The  transfer  of  the  Illinois  to  Great  W» 

give  the  flrst  blow  to  its  proqwtj.  i* 
hartrea  lost  ite  numerons  garriMO.  i" 
■Tesuita,  who  had  a  college  at  Kaskaskia,  led  witl 
of  thdr  flock  to  the  Spaaisli  aide  of  lb*  "* 
and  foonded  Bt.  Lonia  and  Ste.  Qenevierc  i>    . 
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graCioD,  came  tlie  ordinnace  of  1787,  for  the 
government  of  tlie  Northwest  Territory,  and 
fertile  exclusion  ofalnTeirfrorait  TbeFrench 
are  Attached,  Mr.  Presideat,  to  their  elaves. 
Thej  coll  them  by  kind  and  gentle  appellatioDa, 
"wenami,"  "nwawyant,"  "-nio^/Iifo,"  artnot 
nnfreqacnt  temiB  of  address  to  their  "bond 
men  "  and  their  "  bond  woniea."  The  fear  of 
losing  tills  species  of  property,  nnder  the  new 
ordinance,  gave  the  lost  impnluion  to  the  emi- 
grating spirit^  and  tlia  greater  part  of  tjio  re- 
maining slaveholders  fullowed  their  conntrj- 
men  across  the  Miasissippi,  or  down  it  to  'S^'v 
OrleADS.  At  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  as 
we  were  called,  upon  the  acquisition  of  Louisl- 
ana  in  1604,  the  population  vras  fonnd  to  be 
three-fourths  gone;  and  at  Kaskaakia,  Fort 
Churtrei.  and  the  villages,  the  traveller  was  as- 
tonislied  nttho  sight  of  ruins  in  the  heart  of  the 
N«w  World.  Butthe  bottomhad  toonianf  at- 
tractions to  be  overlooked  hf  emigrants.  Our 
people  began  to  settle  upon  it,  and  to  applj 
their  energies  to  its  cultivation ;  bnt  tbey  also 
have  been  compelled  to  remove.  The  pools  of 
water,  funned  by  reflnent  currents  from  the 
river,  or  by  rains  from  the  hills,  bos  taken  pos- 
wssion  of  the  low  parts,  andforracd  permanent 
lakes  by  the  deport  of  the  tenacious  clayey  sed- 
iment which  came  from  the  cultivated  lands. 
The  population  was  too  weak  to  drain  them,  or 
to  fence  out  the  river  by  lovees,  at  the  low 
plaeea.  The  State  authorities  lacked  the  power 
[>r  the  means  to  do  It.  The  Federal  Government, 
to  whom  all  these  nuisances  belonged,  like  an 
[rish  landlord,  living  in  London,  was  ienorant 
if  their  existence,  llie  very  water  whic£  forms 
these  lakes  and  ponds,  was  suppoied  by  it  to  lie 
land,  and  is  offered  fbr  sole  at  the  minimum  price 
if  one  dollar  twenty-flve  cents  tlie  supenolol 
icre.  The  oonsequence  is,  tbat  the  American 
3otl4>m  is  less  populons  now  than  it  was  at  the 
wriod  of  the  acqnisUion  of  lonisiana;  less  so 
lian  it  was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  years  ago, 
uid  becoming  leas  populous  every  year.  The 
itagnant  waters  i-iicronch  upon  the  people,  and 
lie  people  retire  from  before  them.  Tlie  Federal 
^overiunent  owns  these  nuisances,  and  will  nei- 
li«r  abate  them,  nur  contribute  its  proportion 
imong  other  landholders,  to  have  them  ab^Md. 
They  increase  in  sixe  and  number,  and  are  becom- 
ng  the  lords  of  the  bottom :  bnt  if  the  cession 
ilAiue  in  my  bill  should  take  effect,  the  clause 
rfaiclilainnowpressingon  the  attention  of  the 
lenate,  this  sad  picture  may  soon  be  reversed, 
fbese  nuisances,  and  their  proilmate  domain, 
vould  change  owners,  and,  in  the  change,  they 
7oald  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  them 
i«  they  deserve.  They  would  soon  ceoae  to  be 
garrisons,  either  State  or  Federal,*  metaphorical 
IT  reul,  for  the  destmction  of  peoples  lives. 
W'tea  laws  would  be  passed  by  the  State  Legi»- 
■ture,  founded  in  local  knowledge,  adapted  to 
he  evil,  and  executed  by  persons  interested  in 
beir  bboccss.    Poodi^  lake^  and  swampa  would 


torn ;  and,  with  it,  an  unalloyed  eitjoyment  to 
the  plant^  and  fhrmer  of  this  terrestrial  Para- 
dise. I  have  confined  what  I  have  to  say,  lb. 
President,  npon  the  subject  of  these  nuisances, 
to  the  Amencan  Bottom  alone,  not  because  it  is 
their  only  seat,  but  because  I  wished  to  strike 
the  imagination,  and  fix  the  attention  with  one 
eminent  example  of  thisevil,  which  would  dofor 
a  thousand  leeaer  instances.  Bnt  they  are  not 
limited  to  that  bottom.  These  nuisances  aro 
fonnd  in  ample  number,  differing  in  magnitude^ 
not  in  nature,  npon  themargins  of  all  the  creeks 
and  rivers  in  all  the  States  and  Territories,  from 
the  Gulf  const  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Flori- 
da, to  the  Lake  shorea  of  Indiana  and  Uichigan, 
Ttioy  extend  from  Detroit  to  New  Orleans 
They  are  the  property  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
ineni^  and  everywhere  they  are  acmroes  of 
disease.  Will  the  Federal  OoTemment  hold 
on  to  them  forever!  Will  it  contlnne  to  wave 
its  barroQ  sceptre  over  pestilential  swamps  and 
marshes,  as  well  as  over  desert  prairies,  filnty 
hills,  and  sterile  ridges? 

TuESDAT,  April  S9. 
Qradwationf^  the  Price  of  tMPtAliaLmtd*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkstoit,  the  bill  for  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands  was 
taken  up ;  and,  the  question  being  on  eogrowing 
the  bill, 

Ur.  BiCKXBsoK  observed  that  be  should  con- 
sider  himself  nnfuthfiil  to  his  trust,  if  he  did 
not  to  the  last,  oppose  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion— which  he  considered  as  in  ahigber  degree 
than  any  bill  heretofore  brough  the  fore  Oongrest 
to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  undoubted 
righta,  to  destroy  the  confidence  tbat  onght  to 
subsist  between  the  old  and  new  States — and  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  compact  by  which  they 
are  held  together. 

The  bill  oppiies  to  eigh^  millions  of  acres;  11 
they  bring  nothing  into  our  Treasury,  it  will  be 
folly  to  expect  any  thing  from  the  reetdne  of  our 
pnblio  lands.  These  lands  are  the  common 
stock  of  the  United  States.  Those  that  have 
been  cq^ed  bj  certain  Ststes,  have  been  ceded 
expressly  as  a  common  stock.  Those  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  purchased  out  of  the 
common  fund.  Onr  public  lands  have  cost  na 
more  than  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
sides probably  an  equal  sum  in  protecting  and 
defending  them.  And  are  we  now  about  to  re- 
linquish the  pecuniary  advantages  which  were 
anticipated  from  those  londs  which  we  have 
acquired  and  protected  at  such  immense  ex- 

Knse  ?    On  the  part  of  the  Slate  from  which  I 
ve  the  honor  lo  come,  I  can  never  assent  to 
this  arrangement 

New  Jersey  has  a  vested  right  to  a  share  of 
those  lands,  from  which  she  did  hope  to  obtain 
some  remuneration  for  her  heavy  losses  and  ex- 
penses in  oaRTing  on  the  Revolndcmary'  war. 

ogle 
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Kew  Jersey  acqnired  no  crown  lands  within  h«r 
bouDdaries  bj  the  RevolDtioD.  She  never  own- 
ed any  part  of  her  soil,  e*oept  by  purchase — 
never  tuad  the  lands  of  the  proprietcra.  But 
the  gentleman  fWim  ItidUna  says  there  baa  been 
DO  moment  when  Kew  Jersey  coold  not  tax 
tbeae  lands.  Bbe  has  the  power  to  tax  these 
lands,  but  it  cannot  he  done  with  strict  Justice, 
tnasTDDch  as  there  was  an  agreement  aome  eighty 
or  one  hnndred  years  ago,  upon  certain  conces- 
sions as  to  the  sale  of  these  lands,  that  they 
■honld  not  be  taxed.  A  sense  of  juaUce  has 
prevented  any  attempt  at  taxation. 

New  Jersey  has  sabmitted  to  her  condition 
wtthont  mnnnnrins.  She  haa  asked  bat  little, 
and  received  nothmg.  1  did,  by  instruction, 
ask  a  donation  of  -lands  for  nn  aaylum  of  the 
deaf  and  dnmb,  established  in  that  Btate.  The 
boon  waa  a  small  one,  but  it  was  refuseil.  Since 
which,  I  have  voted  againat  donations  of  lands, 
and  shall  continne  to  do  so  till  sume  eqnitable 
principle  shall  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of 
ancb  donations. 

The  queation  being  taken  on  engroaaing  the 
bill,  it  was  rijjBCted,  by 

Tua. — Hessra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouligny,  Cobb, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johuaou  of  Keu- 
tucky,  Johnston  of  Loniaiana,  Kane,  King,  Hc- 
Kinle;,  Koble,  Rideely,  Bowan,  Buggies,  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  White,  WUIiams— 21. 

Kayb. — Uesars.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Branch,  Chandler,  Chaw;,  Dickeison,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Knight,  McLane,  Uacon,  Harks,  Parris,  RobbinF, 
Bejmour,  Silabee,  Smith  of  HaryUnd,  Bmith  of 
Bouth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Buren,  Webater,  Willey, 
Woodbury— SB. 

WsnmBDAT,  April  SB. 
Oradvalwii  of  the  Priea  <>f  the  Fvilie  Land*. 

Mr.  Hadon  said  that  he  considered  that  the 
qnestion  was  never  taken  on  the  first  section  of 
tne  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  pnblio  lands, 
dijconnectea  from  the  rest  of  the  bill.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  first  section,  and  therefore  mov- 
ed to  reconuder  the  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
view  of  striking  ont  all  but  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Wbbbtib  said  he  thought  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  for   any  particnlar  purpose,    was 


onght  to 
moQon\( 


s  then  laid  on  the  table. 


Feidat,  April  2B, 
Survisori  q^  the  Jlttolufion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbcrt,  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  certain  Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revo- 
iniion  was  taken  up, 

Mr.  SiDTs,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that 
whan,  on  a  former  ocoanon,  the  bill  hod  been 
before  the  Senate,  it  bad  expressed,  hy  three 
severnl  votes,  on  difi'erent  sums  proposed,  its 
disapprobation  of  the  form  in  which  the  bill 


was  then  presented.  He  had  nndenta4,it 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grut  it 
cl^m  then  advanced,  thev  would  retire  sriui 
nrge  their  claim  again.  It  was,  howeva,  m 
brought  forward,  and  in  a  manner  whid  na- 
dered  it  far  more  olgectionable  than  Ibtmdj. 
It  was  an  accesdon  to  the  pension  tj^aa  k 
tlie  country,  aiTd  he  believed  that  the  sniitd 
of  money  which  it  wonld  eventually  call  b, 
would  far  exceed  any  computation  thil  ik 
committee  had  made.  He  also  objected  lU 
some  of  the  ofBcers  were  men  of  wealth,  ai 
stated  that  he  knew  one  who  waawtnlh  |ED,ni 

Mr.  Bebuen  con^dered  the  objection  d  ^ 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  applied  ntb) 
to  the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  tbn  li 
the  claim  itscK  Mr.  B.  did  not  recoUecttU 
any  pledge  was  given  that  the  claim  should  M 
be  further  urged;  but  be  did  recollect, thai w 
of  the  advocates  of  the  hill  declared  llul  ik 
officers  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  ob  lit 
pension  list.  He  would  repeat  what  be  iii 
said  before;  that  he  had  arrived  at  s  couTietin 
that  these  officera  had  an  eqaitahle  claim  (v  d> 
Government ;  and  he,  therefore,  was  difpoMd  K 
acquiesce  in  any  plan,  hy  which  they  sbDn!d» 
ceive  it,  in  a  form  not  revolting  to  their  M- 
inga.  As  to  the  oljjections  of  the  genlJna 
from  Bouth  Oarolina,  tbat  these  officers  tm 
men  of  wealth,  he  would  ask  if  that  wu  a  g«^ 
reason  for  not  granting  the  dumt  Be.4w 
tbat  some  of  them  had  laKe  fortunes.  1  i*^ 
be  happy,  aaid  Mr.  B.,  to  know  that  theteiiM 
who  have  served  their  conntry  so  (aitiH^i 
were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blesunp  of  no- 
petence.  But  it  was  not  ho  general  as  to  bin 
any  effect  on  the  large  mass  of  those  fbrTbc* 
this  bill  provided.  In  reply  to  the  ola«tte 
that  this  bill  would  swell  the  pension  fia,  It 
would  remark,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  fo  ^ 
payment  of  which  the  faith  of  the  Governi^ 
was  pledged,  the  manner  in  -which  it  tu  &■ 
charged  was  not  of  the  least  inDportoDM.  i)*> 
the  supposition  that  tbe  amount  d  pe»c 
would  eiceed  the  calculations  of  the  comnuttEt, 
Mr.  B.  stfltedj  that  the  number  of  offiten  «• 
known,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  gaiilawa 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  be  re^vd. 

Mr.  WooDBiTBT  said  in  reply  to  the  objerti* 
offered  by  Mr.  Sjirrs,  of  South  CardiM,  tk* 
at  a  former  period  a  meeting  had  beai  d^ 
of  the  surviving  officers  of  me  Revdntioa,* 
Baltimore,  at  which  a  Committee  of  Cm 
Hpondence  waa  appointed,  to  corre^Msd  *% 
individuals  in  evenr  State  in  the  Union,  M 
correspondence  had  taken  place^  and  ft™  * 
data  obtoined,  the  number  of  those  offietnW 
bean  found  to  be  about  two  hundred  and  tliif?' 
five — -this,  with  the  knowledge  of  thea^J 
of  officera  at  the  dose  of  the  Revolution,  ito* 
ed  satiafactory  evidence  that  the  nninberfw' 
not  essentially  vary  from  this  estimate.  !!«• 
could  be  no  large  error  in  this  ccmpntltiw. 
Aa  to  any  pledge  having  been  pven,  tbilt" 
claim  should  not  be  urged  again,  after  itsiq* 
taon,  in  the  form  originally  proposed,  he  to" 
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nothing  that  coold  be  m  cooatrned,  with  the 
exception  of  a  reniark  made  hj  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Bchkn.)  He  had 
stated,  that  the?  would  withdraw  their  me- 
morial if  the  onlj  rtsat  that  coald  be  obtdoed 
iras  the  insertion  of  their  names  on  the  pension 
roll.  And,  as  atated  by  the  sentlemon  from 
South  Oaroiina,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
the  pride  of  these  claimants  revolted  at  the  idea 
of  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners  as 
mere  paupers,  when  they  considered  tbat  the; 
had  a  claim  on  the  Govemment  under  a  prom- 
ise formerly  made  b?  Consresa.  Under  these 
oircnmstances  a  pian  had  been  prqjected,  on  a 
further  meeting  of  the  committee — still  retain- 
ing the  ground  of  the  rights  of  these  memorial- 
late,  hj  which  the;  might  be  spared  tram  the 
degrading  necessity  of  taking  an  oath  of  their 
poverty — an  act  which  would  have  wonnded 
their  feelings  to  no  usefHiI  purpose ;  and  the 
Senate  coold  not,  he  thought,  refuse  t)iis  slight 
token  of  re^rd  to  the  honorable  pride  of  these 
veterans.  The  present  arrangement  would  re- 
quire a  sum  &r  less  than  would  have  been  de- 
manded, had  these  officers  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  from  the  commencement. 

Hr.  Sxrrn,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Surrn,) 
aeemed  to  fear  that  firauda  would  b«  committed 
under  this  act ;  and  that  unworthy  objects 
wonld  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But  this 
was  out  of  the  qaestion,  as  no  individual  could 
be  embraced  by  this  measure,  who  had  not 
been  on  the  commutation  roll,  and  received  the 
commutation.  These  individuals  could  easily 
be  ascerbuned,  so  that  there  was  no  tbex  of  the 
fraads  the  gentleman  seemed  to  apprehend. 

Ifr.  SinxH,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
bad  only  supposed  that  other  persons  would 
oome  in.    He  did  not  attribute  fraud  to  any 

Ur,  SiDTH,  of  Maryland,  continued.  It 
amounted  to  the  same  thing.  No  one  could 
l^  possibility  come  in,  but  those  for  whom 
tM  provisions  of  the  bill  were  intended.  He 
thought  the  objection,  that  some  of  these  offi- 
cers were  rich,  had  no  application  to  the  bill. 
There  might  I>e  one  or  two  instances  of  tlie 
kind ;  but  what  had  they  to  do  with  the  aggre- 
gate? As  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  it 
was  not  the  cose.  In  Uaryland  he  knew  itiei 
the  officers  of  the  coetioentol  line  needed  the 
pension.  In  that  State  the  Cincinnati  met 
•very  year,  and  at  those  meetings  the  death  of 
every  member  was  reported — this  wos  the 
case  in  every  State^where  there  were  Cincinnati. 
80  that  the  numbers  of  the  survivors  could 
easily  be  ascertained.  Where  there  were  none 
other  means  could  be  used  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation rcqnired.  There  could  not,  therefore, 
be  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  individuals 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  hod 
•tated  before,  that  the  computation  of  those 
who  bod  been  in  the  army  three  years  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  had  been  correctly  made,  when 
the  pension  list  was  first  agitated  ia  Ck>ngress. 


[SnuiK 

There  was  no  difflcnlty  in  making  out  the  lis^- 
but  the  computation  was  destroyed  afterwards, 
by  introducing  those  who  hod  served  nino 
months. 

Mr.  CiuNDLBB  inquired  if  those  who  received 
the  commutation  were  the  only  class  for  whom 
this  bill  provided.  He  should  like  to  know  why 
those  who  served  three  years,  should  bo  pre- 
ferred to  those  who  served  rix  years,  and  re- 
tired previous  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
former  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
no  more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WooDBTR-i,  in  reply,  s^d,  that  the  offi- 
cers for  whom  this  bill  provided,  not  only  lost, 
in  common  with  all  the  other  officers,  the  de- 
preciation on  their  pay,  but  they  also  lost  the 
reduction  on  their  hiOf  pay.  It  was  so  with 
the  soldiers.  The  bill  applied  to  those  only 
who,  having  been  promised  a  bounty  of  eighty 
dollars,  lost  not  cmly  the  depreciation  upon 
their  monthly  pay,  but  the  depredation  on 
their  bounty. 

Ur.  Van  BtTSEir  made  some  remarka,  on 
rising,  which  the  renort«r  could  not  hear.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  objeo- 
tions  which  this  bill  was  doomed  to  meet.  It 
seemed  to  be  argued  tliat  there  was  an  impro- 
priety in  pressing  this  claim  in  its  present  form, 
And,  on  tnis  head,  he  would  say  a  few  words. 
These  officers  foaud  their  claim  upon  the  com* 
mutation  of  the  half  pay  for  life  which  Con- 
gress had  promised  them.  There  ore  other 
considerations,  which  it  is  not  now  necessary 
to  urge.  He  then  detailed  the  circumstoncee 
nnder  which  the  memorial  of  the  officers  had 
been  brought  forward,  but  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  was  not  distinctly  beard  in  the  gallery. 
On  proposing  to  the  officers  the  acceptance  of 
a  place  on  the  pension  list,  they  sdd  that  all 
who  had  been  driven  by  dire  necessity  to  that 
resort,  were  there  already.  The  present  plan 
did  not  propose  to  give  what  they  or  Uieir 
friends  considered  them  entitled  to ;  but,  it  af- 
forded some  relief  to  their  neceeaities,  and  was 
an  approach  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt 
formed  nnder  the  moat  imposing  circumstanoes, 
and  to  the  payment  of  which,  tae  memorialisti 
were  entitled  by  the  highest  and  strongest  con- 


Mr.  Maook  stUd,  that,  at  first,  this  el^m  hod 
been  put  forth  on  legal  grounds,  which  were 
mwntained  by  the  first  lawyers  in  the  Senate. 
Now,  that  ground  appeared  to  have  been 
abandoned,  and  he  supposed  the  cl^m  was 
founded  on  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Even  grant- 
ing that  ench  a  claim  existed,  and  that,  at  any 
other  time,  it  wonld  be  proper  to  grant  it — thb 
certunly  was  not  the  right  period  for  making 
any  such  rrants.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  the  distresses  of  the  people  wore  greater. 
In  his  part  of  the  country,  it  was  greater  than 
at  any  previous  period,  even  than  during  the 
war.  Money  was  never  scarcer  than  now. 
He  knew  we  could  borrow ;  but  we  had  not  it 
in  the  Treasury  to  spare.  Mr.  M.  also  nrged 
that  there  were  other  classes  of  people,  who 
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mfibred  from  the  nvages  of  var,  uid  lost  all 
their  property.  On  these  groandi  he  waa  op- 
poBed  to  this  bin. 

Mr.  CaiNDLEB 

with  the  reply  whicfi  the  gentleman  from  New 


Hampshire  aeA  given  to  his  inquiry.    When  the 


:.  CaiNDLEB  expressed  hiuiaelf  dissatisfied 

officers  who  bod  served  six  jeora  retired,  they 
had  lost  on  their  pay.  But  here  waa  another 
olasa,  who,  after  having  served  a  shorter  period, 
and  received  five  yeara'  additional  pay,  with 
ioma  depredation,  were  to  receive  Ml  pay  for 
life.  He  thought  it  aqjuat  and  partial ;  and  it 
could  easily  be  percuved,  that  tne  officers  and 
•oldiera,  who  served  sis  years,  would  complain. 
Therefore,  while  we  are  about  it,  why  not  pro- 
Tide  for  the  whole) 

Mr.  Habrnoh  said,  that  the  friends  of  this 
lull  wwe  asrailod  on  all  aides,  and  in  the  most 
contrary  manner,  hy  different  opponents.  Some 
'  "  ■'  -'  -'  a  bill  goes  too  tax, 
1  fro! 
preach  ne  that  we  do  not  go  fax  enough, 
proviriona  of  thia  bill  are  not  limited,  bccanee 
we  do  not  think  that  there  ore  other  classes  of 
officers  to  whom  the  eoantry  owes  gratitude, 
who  served  a  shorter  period.  But  it  was  the 
peonlior  nature  of  the  claims  of  these  officers 
which  lunited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather  nn&ir  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure 
should  be  assailed  at  onoo  by  complaints  for 
doing  too  much,  and  for  doing  too  little.  The 
argument  so  often  used  by  hb  friend  from 
South  OaroUna,  (Mr.  Bjhth,)  that  the  Govern- 
ment eonld  not  pay  tlie  whole  amount  of  the 
depreciation  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  was  a 
■niBciant  reply  to  the  opposite  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Halne.    It  had  been  well  said 


world  would  not  supply  the  ftinds  to  defray  the 
loseea  to  which  the  geotleman  from  North  Car- 
oUns  has  alluded.  Bat,  when  that  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  losses  of  other  classes,  and  the 
sacrifices  of  property  which  individuals  suffer- 
ed, would  he  oomnare  the  losses  of  these  men 
who  shed  their  blood,  and  risked  their  lives  in 
the  service,  to  losses  of  property?  Would  he 
compare  the  hlood  of  an  ox  to  the  blood  spilt 
by  these  devoted  patriots!  lie  hoped  not. 
Thi  bill  provides  for  that  class  of  men  who 
suffered  moet,  and  who  received  a  pledge  which 
was  never  fulfilled. 

Mr.  WooDBOBV  replied  to  the  questions  put 
by  Mr.  Mkcoir.  There  were  none  of  the  offi- 
cers provided  for  by  this  bill  who  hod  not  serv- 
ed three  years.  He  waa  very  frank  to  confess 
another  fact,  which  was,  that  it  hod  been  as- 
certained that  the  officers  who  served  the  short- 
est period  were  those  who  now  resided  in  the 
Sonthem  States.  If  the  discriminatioD  was 
made,  it  wonid  lie  in  favor  of  those  who  resided 
in  the  northern  States.  The  committee  hod 
thoaght  that  all  those  who  served  to  the  close 


of  tlie  war  ought  to  he  provided  for,  withont 
making  distinctions   in  a.\ 
served  longer  than  others. 


r  of  those  who 


Mr.  HiBBiaox  called  for  the  yeas  and  najt 
on  the  qnestkoi  of  filling  the  Uaoks,  which  wn 
sastauied. 

Mr,  OoBB  said,  that  if  he  miderstood  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  hill,  it  was  to  give  the  fuD 
pay  of  a  caplaio  for  life,  to  these  offit^rs,  and 
two  years'  nay  as  a  previous  gratuity.  I  (said 
Mr.  C.)  shall  vote  against  it ;  and  I  wiah  to  ex- 
plain why  I  shall  do  so.  If  this  is  a  grant  made 
upon  the  gronnd  of  a  debt,  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  extended  to  the  legal  rq>- 
reaentatives  of  those  who  have  died,  as  well  as 
to  the  survivors.  I  ask  whether  the  present  Idl 
does  not  deal  partially )  Whatever  may  he  said 
by  the  friends  of  the  measore,  I  certainly  did 
understand,  that,  when  tliis  question  was  set- 
tled B  month  since,  hy  three  several  votes — the 
friends  of  the  bill  signified  the  delermiaatiae 
of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of  pensions.  The 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  informed  ns,  that 
they  wonld  not  consent  to  be  placed  npon  the 
pension  list.  Well,  sir,  it  is  now  said,  that  they 
are  to  receive  full  pay  for  life— and  will  th^ 
say  that  this  ia  not  accepting  of  a  penBont 
that  this  is  not  an  extension  of  tlie  pennon  tj*- 
temf  They  made  the  declaration  that  t^eaa 
centlemen  were  above  acceptdog  a  rn^nsMw. 
Bat  now  we  find  these  high-mmdi^  modest  offi- 
cers of  the  Hevolntion,  discovering  that  the  bill 
can  pass  in  no  other  form,  not  averse  to  becooM 
pensioners.  The  featnres  of  this  hill  (said  Mr. 
C.)  appear  to  me  to  be  more  oSennvo  now  than 
formerly ;  for,  if  any  thing  was  to  be  ptea,  it 
onght  to  have  been  given  as  a  donation.  The 
present  plan  extends  the  pension  principle  too 
far.  And  as  he  hod  been  always  against  dona- 
tions, viewing  tliemashedid,asancoQstitiitio(ial, 
he  hoped  the  Senate  would  be  indioed  to  con- 
sider thb  matter  thorongtily,  before  they  con- 
Bentod  to  carry  the  pesNon  list  of  the  oonntry 
to  aach  an  enormous  extent.  Ue  had  peronved 
that  the  bill  had  been  skilfhUy  managed.  Ila 
advocates  hod  watched  the  proper  opportmii^ 
for  calling  it  np ;  and  had  been  peculiarly  cate- 
M  that  the  8cuate  should  he  too,  when  it  came 


full  or  empty ;  and  now  it  is  pressed  hecwne 
all  the  members  happen  to  be  present.  Still, 
he  hoped  this  measore  would  not  be  pased 
upon  without  deliberation.  He  thooght  that 
Uiis  subject  had  a  farther  scope  than  its  men 
intrinsic  merits  would  indicate.  He  thought 
that  the  Presidential  question  was,  to  a  great 
extent,  made  to  depend  on  this  bill.  Titt 
friends  of  the  administration  advocate  it,  be- 
cause the  President  recommended  it  in  his  Ves- 
sage — and  the  members  of  the  opposition  are 
in  favor  of  it,  because,  should  tliey  oppose  it, 
their  conduct  would  be  the  ground  for  reproach 
from  their  opponents,  and  would  afford  an  ar- 
gument ngadnst  them.  This  hill  was  the  mort 
extravagant  feature  of  this  session,  which  wa^ 
hy  far  tne  most  extravagant  Senate  in  which 
he  had  ever  served.  They  had  given  away  im- 
menw  tracts  of  land— they  had  given  awtv 
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vast  snms  of  mone; ;  oad  the;  hod  eclarged  all 
tliose  powers  whidi  were  considered  hj  lnBn7, 
OS  dim^rooB  tni  nncoDBtitntioDal.  In  that 
part  of  Georoja  ia  which  he  lived,  hat  tittle 
more  than  half  crops  at  cotton  had  been  made 
in  the  last  jetx,  and  he  had  seen  a  docnment 
from  one  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  Bonth, 
hjr  wliich  it  would  seem  that  the  exports  of 
cotton,  of  the  crop  of  1827,  would  be  from 
100,000  to  200,000  bales  less  than  those  of  the 
year  preceding.  Ia  this  the  time  then  for 
travagant  expenditure?  Is  this  the  time  for 
spending  money  t  There  was  no  fear  that  these 
uiplloauta  woald  eome  npon  the  poor  list, 
Toej  were  not  in  so  bad  a  condition  as  many 
thouaanda  of  thoae  who  fonght  with  them,  and 
performed  equally  meritorious  services ;  but 
whose  claims  were  forgotten.  He  felt  bound 
to  oppose  this  bill  as  imjnst,  inexpedient,  and 
a  wanton  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Foot  merely  rose  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  he  should  oppose  the  filling  of  the 
blank  as  proposed.  He  was  a  member  of  tlie 
coinmitt«e  on  pensions — and  many  hard  cases 
had  come  before  them,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  go  bock  in  granting  pensions — and  in 
one  instance  only  had  the  committee  consented 
to  go  back.  And  he  would  ask  whether  the 
Senate  would  adopt  a  principle,  which  had 
never  been  acknowledged,  in  favor  of  these 
officers,  which  hod  been  refused  in  many  in- 
stances where  indiridoais  were  poor  and  suf- 

Ur.  HARHieoir  rose  to  make  but  a  dngle  oh- 
servHtioa  in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  If  there  was  a  8cra:uble 
upon  the  floor  of  Uie  Senate,  as  that  gentleman 
intimated— if  tlie  miyority  of  the  Senate  were 
fn  favor  of  tlie  bill,  he  thought  it  a  fiiir  infer- 
onee  that  they  acted  from  a  knowledge  of  Uie 
wishes  of  their  constltnents ;  it  was  a  fair  con- 
clnsion  that  the  m^ority  of  the  people  were  in 
Ikvor  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  WeBBrBS  said :  It  had  not  been  my  pur- 
pose to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  this 
bilL  My  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  general  ob- 
ject, I  hope,  are  well  known,  and  I  had  intend- 
ed to  content  myself  with  a  steady  and  perse- 
vering  vote  in  its  favor.  But,  when  the  mo- 
ment of  final  decision  has  come,  and  the  de- 
cision is  so  likely  to  be  nearly  eqnal,  I  feel  it  to 
be  a  duly  to  pnt,  not  only  my  own  vote,  bat 
my  own  earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  entreaties 
to  others,  into  the  doubtfol  scale. 

It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  that  tlie  persons  for 
whose  benefit  this  hill  is  designed,  are,  in  some 
respects,  pccoliarly  uufortunate.  They  are  com- 
pelled to  meet,  not  only  objections  to  the  prin- 
ciple, bnt,  whichever  way  they  turn  them- 
selves, embarrassing  objections  also  to  details. 
One  friend  heutates  at  this  provimon,  and 
another  at  that;  while  those  who  are  not 
friends  at  all,  of  conrse,  oppose  every  thine  and 
propose  nothing.  When  it  was  contemplated, 
heretofore,  to  give  tlie  petitjoners  aa  otitright 


sum,  in  satisfaction  of  their  claim,  then  the  ar- 
gument was,  among  other  things,  that  ttie 
Treasury  could  not  eear  so  heavy  a  draft  on 
its  means,  at  the  present  moment. 

The  plan  is,  accordingly,  changed — an  an- 
nuity is  proposed — and  then  the  objection 
changes  also — and  it  is  now  said,  that  tliis  ia 
but  granting  pension,  and  thot  the  pension  sys- 
tem has  already  been  carried  too  for.  I  con- 
fess, sir,  I  felt  wounded, — deeply  hurt — at  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
So,  then,  said  he,  these  modest  and  high-mind- 
ed gentlemen  take  a  pension  at  lost  1  How  is 
it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  generoMty 
of  character,  and  general  kindness  of  feeling, 
can  indulge  in  such  a  tone  of  triumphant  irony 
towards  a  few  old,  gray-headed,  poor,  and  bro- 
ken warriors  of  the  Revolution !  There  is,  I 
know,  something  repulsive  and  opprobrious  in 
the  name  of  pension.  But,  God  lorbid  tliat  I 
should  taunt  thera  with  it  1  With  grief,  heart- 
felt grief,  do  I  behold  the  necessity  which  leads 
these  veterans  to  accept  the  bounty  of  their 
ooantry,  in  a  manner  not  the  most  agreeable  to 
their  feelings.  Worn  out  and  decrepid,  repre- 
sented before  ns,  by  those,  their  former  broth- 
ers in  Itrms,  who  totter  slong  our  lobbies,  or 
stand  leaning  on  their  crutches,  I,  for  one, 
would  most  gladly  support  a  tncasure  which 
would  consult  at  once  their  services,  tlieir 
years,  their  necessities,  ond  the  delicacy  of  their 
sentiments.  I  would  gladly  give,  with  prompti- 
tude and  grace,  with  gratitude  and  delicacy, 
that  which  merit  has  earned,  and  necessity  de- 
mands. 

Sir,  what  are  the  objections  which  are  nrged 
against  this  bill  t  Let  ns  look  at  them,  and  see 
if  they  be  real;  let  ns  weigh  them,  to  know  if 
they  be  solid.  For,  sir,  we  are  not  acting  on 
a  Might  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do,  likely  to 
pass  unobserved  now,  or  to  be  forgotten  here- 
after. I  regard  the  occasion  as  one  full  of  in- 
terest and  fall  of  responsibility.  Those  indi- 
viduals, the  little  remnant  of  a  eallant  band, 
whose  days  of  youth  and  manhood  were  spent 
for  tlieir  country,  in  the  toils  and  dangers  of 
the  field,  ore  now  before  us,  poor  and  old,  inti- 
mating their  wonts  with  reluctant  delicacy, 
and  asking  succor  from  their  country,  with 
decorous  eolicitnde.  How  we  shall  treat  them, 
it  behooves  us  well  to  consider,  not  only  for 
their  sake,  but  for  our  own  sake  also,  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  honor  of  the  country.  What- 
ever we  do,  will  not  be  done  in  a  corner.  Our 
constituents  will  see  it-r-the  people  will  see  it 
— the  world  will  see  it. 

Let  us  candidly  examine,  then,  the  objections 
which'  have  been  raised  to  this  bill ;  with  a  dis- 
position to  yield  to  them,  if  from  necessity,  we 
must;  but  to  overcome  them,  if,  in  fairness, 


In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  we  onght  not 
to  pass  this  bill,  because  it  will  involve  us  in  a 
charirn  of  unknown  extent.  We  are  reminded 
that,'when  the  general  pension  law  for  Rev o- 
lutioaai7  aoldiera  passed,  an  expense  was  in- 
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curred,   f«r  beyond  what   had   been   cent 
plated ;  that  the  estimate  of  the  Dumber  of  i 
riving  BevolutioDBTj  soldiers  proved  altogether 
fallacious;   and  that,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
same  mistnke  may  be  committed  now. 

Is  this  objection  well  founded  t  Let  fne  saj, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  if  one  measure,  right  in 
itse]f,  has  gone  farther  than  it  was  intended  to 
be  carried,  for  w^t  of  accurate  provisiona,  and 
luleqnate  guards,  this  latj  furnish  a  very  good 
reason  for  supplying  soch  guards  and  provisions, 
in  another  measure,  but  can  afford  no  ground 
at  all  for  rejecting  auch  other  measure  alto- 
gether, if  it  be  in  itsclT  Just  and  necessary. 
We  should  avail  onrselves  of  our  exnerience,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  correct  what  has  been  fonnd 
amiss ;  and  not  draw  from  it  an  undistinguish- 
ing  resolntion  to  do  nothing,  merely  hecanso  it 
haa  taught  us,  that,  in  something  which  we 
have  already  done,  we  have  acted  with  too  lit- 
tle oare.  In  the  next  place,  does  the  fact  bear 
ont  this  oligection  I  Is  there  any  difBcultj  in 
ascertaining  the  number  of  the  o&icers  who  will 
be  benefit^  by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the 
expense,  therefore,  which  it  will  create!  I 
think  there  is  none.  The  records  in  the  De- 
partment of  War  and  the  Treasury  furnish  such 
evidence  as  that  there  is  no  danger  of  material 
mistake.  The  diligence  of  the  chmrman  of  the 
committee  has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  the  case,  so  fully  and 
minutely  before  the  Senate,  that  I  think  no  one 
can  feel  serious  doubt.  Indeed,  it  is  admitted 
by  the  adversaries  of  the  bill,  that  tliis  objec- 
tion doea  not  apply  here,  with  the  soma  force, 
as  in  the  former  pension  law.  It  is  admitted 
that  there  is  a  greater  facility  in  this  cose,  than 
in  that,  in  ascertaining  the  number  and  names 
those  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  that 
bounty. 

This  objection,  then,  is  not  founded  in  true 
principle;  and  if  it  were  it  is  not  sustained  by 
the  facta.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  yield  to  it, 
unless,  which  I  know  is  not  the  sentiment 
which  pervades  the  Senate,  feeling  that  the 
measure  onght  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not 
to  place  onr  oppodtion  to  it  on  a  distinct  and 
visible  ground,  bat  to  veil  it  under  vague  and 
general  objections. 

In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  objected, 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  will  bo  unequal, 
because  all  officers  of  the  some  rank  will  re- 
ceive equal  benefit  from  it,  although  they  en- 
tered the  annf  at  different  times,  and  were  of 
different  o^.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  ine- 
quality which  must  ^ways  exist  in  every  gen- 
eral provision?  Is  it  possible  that  any  law 
can  descend  into  snch  particulars  t 

Would  there  be  any  reason  why  it  should  do  so 
if  it  could  t  The  bill  is  intended  for  those,  who, 
being  in  the  armj  in  October,  1T80,  then  re- 
ceiv»l  a  solemn  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  on 
oondititm  that  tney  would  continue  to  serve 
through  the  war.  The  ground  of  merit  is, 
that,  whensoever  they  h^  joined  the  arm^, 
being  thus  soBdted  by  their  country  to  reinaiu 


in  it,  they  at  c 

fastened  their  fortimes  to  the  standardi  vL_ 
they  bore^  and  resolved  to  continue  their  mit 
ita^  service  until  it  should  terminate,  eillifiia 
their  country's  snocess  or  their  own  dnihg. 
This  is  their  merit  and  their  ground  d  dm. 
Uow  long  they  had  been  already  in  service  is 
immaterial  and  imimportant.  Iney  wot  Iha 
in  service ;  the  ealvation  of  their  coaatiy  de- 
pended on  their  eontinning  in  that  serTiw. 
Congress  saw  this  imperative  neces^ty,  and 
earnestly  solicited  them  to  remain,  and  prom- 
ised the  compensation.  They  aaw  tbeneoesiil; 
also,  and  they  yielded  to  it. 

But,  again,  it  is  said,  tJiat  the  present  timet: 
not  auaplcioua.  The  bill,  it  ia  urged,  dionld 
not  pass  uow.  The  venerable  meml>er  from 
North  Carolina  says,  as  I  understood  him,  tbit 
he  would  be  almost  as  willing  that  the  Inl 
should  pass,  at  some  other  sesdou,  as  be  £s- 
cneeed  at  this.  He  qieaka  of  the  distreaest' 
the  country,  at  the  present  moment,  and  d 
another  biU,  now  in  the  Senate,  having,  sabt 
thiuka,  the  effect  of  laying  new  taxes  upon  the 
people.  He  ia  for  postponement.  Bat  it  ip- 
pears  to  me,  with  entire  respect  for  the  horn*- 
able  member,  that  this  is  one  of  the  cases  leiit 
of  all  fit  for  poGtponement.^~It  is  not  a  metsore, 
that,  if  omitted  this  year,  may  as  well  be  done 
next.  Before  next  year  comes,  those  who  need 
the  relief  may  be  beyond  its  reach.  To  pod- 
pone,  for  another  year,  an  annuity  to  persons 
already  so  aged — an  annuity,  foimded  on  tlie 
merits  of  services  which  were  rendered  bilf  t 
century  ago ;  to  postpone,  for  another  wbde 
year,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  pro- 
posing not  a^randizement  but  support;  not 
emolument,  but  bread — is  a  mode  of  disposig 
of  it,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 

But  it  is  argued,  in  the  next  place,  tltit  tin 
bill  onght  not  to  paas,  because  those  wliohaw 
spoken  in  its  favor  have  placed  it  ou'differrol 
grounds.  They  have  not  agreed,  it  b  iiH, 
whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  nutter  U 
right,  or  matter  of  gratuity,  or  bounty.  I> 
there  w«ght  in  this  objection  t  If  some  thigt 
the  grant  ought  to  be  made,  as  an  exerdst  al 
judicious  ana  well-deserred  bounty,  docs  it 
weaken  that  ground  that  others  think  is  fonsA- 
ed  in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  rtfuse  it 
without  manifest  and  palpable  iiyusticef  Or 
is  it  strange,  that  those  woo  feel  the  1^  jo^ 
tice  of  the  daim  abould  address  to  thoH  vb" 
do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a  difi'ereut  div- 
acter,  but  fit  to  have  weight,  and  which  ibef 
hope  may  have  weight!  Kothincismoreplsi" 
and  natnr^  than  the  course  which  this  a{iplic*- 
tion  has  taken.  The  applicants  themsel"* 
have  placed  it  on  the  gronnd  of  equity  aod  Itr. 
They  advert  to  the  resolve  of  1780,  to  the  coo- 
mnUtion  of  1783,  and  to  the  mode  of  fnodti^ 
the  certificates.  They  stand  on  their  conlncL 
This  is  perfecUy  natural.  On  that  Um  i°? 
an  wield  the  argument  themselves.  Of  *''*' 
(required  by  justice  and  equity,  they  may  w* 
an,  even  in  ueir  own  case,    fint,  when  tw 
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application  h  placed  on  different  sronnda ; 
"when  pereonal  merit  is  to  be  nrged,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  jast  and  economical  bountj; 
"nhen  services  are  to  be  mentioned  ■  privations 
recoQnted ;  pains  enumerated ;  and  vounda 
and  ecara  eounl«d ;  the  discnssion  necessarily 
devolves  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  we  have 
seen  from  these  officers,  in  the  varions  papers 
presented  by  them,  it  cannot  but  be  obvions  to 
every  one,  how  little  is  said  of  personal  merit, 
and  how  exctnsively  they  confine  themselves 
to  what  they  think  th^  rights  under  the  con- 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity, 
Tvhich  appear  to  me  as  plain  as  the  son,  are 
Qi^ed  by  the  memorialists  themselves,  with 
great  caution  and  mnch  qnalification.  They 
advance  tlieir  claim  of  right  without  extrava- 
gance or  overstraining ;  and  they  submit  it  to 
tho  nnimpassioned  sense  of  Justice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr,  Foot  observed,  that  this  bill,  from  the 
commencement  of  its  discussion  at  an  early 

Ecriod  of  the  session,  nntit  the  present  moment, 
ad  been  before  the  Senate,  under  pccnliar  cir- 
cnmstonces;  and,  to  him,  extremely  embarrass- 
ing; held  fast  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  strongly  fortified  against  amendments, 
by  motions  merely  to  fill  the  blanks.  The 
original  bill  embraced  a  certain  portion  of  the 
officers  only,  to  whom  half  pay  for  life  hod 
been  promised ;  but  on  their  own  application, 
this  half  pay  had  been  commuted  for  full  pay 
for  five  years ;  and  it  was  contended  tlint  the 
United  States  were  under  a  legal  obligation  to 
make  farther  provbion  for  these  officers.  Mr. 
F.  said  he  had  voted  against  filling  the  blank 
m  the  origma]  bill,  with  every  sum  which  hod 
been  proposed ;  and  should  have  voted  against 
even  the  smallest  sum,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  these  officers.  He  never  conld  comont  to 
degjode  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
by  elevating  the  officers ;  they  were  not  mcro 
mercenary  hirelings,  like  the  soldiers  of  ordi- 
nary standing  armies.  Many  of  tlieso  soldiers 
were  of  the  host  blood  of  the  country — eqnal  to 
the  officers — and  fighting  side  by  side  for  their 
dearest  rights.  It  was  a  common  cause — and 
one  spirit  pervaded  the  whole.  The  officer  was 
most  fortmiate ;  he  had  a  commission,  and  conld 
at  any  time  resign  and  leave  the  army.  And, 
sir,  ve  all  know  the  origin  of  the  half  pay,  and 
the  commutation  for  five  years'  fnll  pay.  Tlie 
soldier  conld  not  resign ;  he  conld  not  compel 
Congress  to  increase  his  pay,  by  threats  to 
resign  and  disband  the  army.  These  officers 
were  as  weH  paid  on  their  first  contract  for 
service  as  the  soldier — which  indeed  was  poor 
enough.  Bat  the  soldier  was  compelled  to 
serve  ont  his  enlistment  upon  the  terms  of  his 
contract.  How  is  the  cose  with  the  officer? 
Was  not  half  pay  offered  for  life,  to  prevent 
resignation )  And  this  commuted,  at  their 
re<jnest,  for  five  years'  fnll  pay,  amounting  to 
twice  the  original  sum  contracted  for  their 
services!  And  does  this  form  a  ground  for 
this  tHaiia  for  additional  compensation)    Ur. 


F.  declared  that  he  never  shonld  vote  for  any 
additional  compensation  to  the  officers  alone, 
but  would  assure  the  chairman  he  was  ready 
to  go  with  him  in  making  any  suitable  pro- 
visions for  these  Revolutionary  heroes,  which 
would  do  equal  justice  to  the  soldier  as  well  aa 
the  officer. 

Hr.  Surm,  of  South  Oarolina,  replied  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wzboter.  He  con- 
sidered that  these  claims  conld  not  be  estab- 
lished in  a  court  of  eqnity,  and  remarked  that 
the  panegyric  bestowed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hassochnaetta  on  the  condnct  of  the  officers  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  not  entirely  de- 
served, as  there  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  revolt  among  them,  which  nothing  but  tii» 
presence  and  infinence  of  Washington  had 
overcome.  Besides,  he  maintained  that  tha 
officers  conld  not  better  themselves  by  any 
course  of  violence.  There  was  nothing  left  of 
which  they  oould  possess  themselves,  the  coun- 
try having  been  ravaged,  and  the  property  of 
the  citizens  having  been  destroyed.  He  re- 
peated what  he  had  sMd  in  relation  to  an  in- 
dividoBl  among  the  clumants  who  was  worth 
a  large  fortune. 

Mr.  Smitii,  of  Maryland,  said  that  there  wero 
but  twelve  of  these  officers  who  were  residenta 
in  Maryland,  yet,  were  he  to  vote  against  this 
bill,  he  might  be  certain  of  never  being  retam- 
ed  to  Congress  again.  His  constituents  were 
in  favor  of  it.  They  were  desirous  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
grave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  country. 
There  might  be  one  gentleman  in  Sonth  Caro- 
lina who  was  possessed  of  a  fortune,  bnt  this 
was  no  reason  why  the  other  elaimants  should 
be  neglected,  nor  did  it  alter  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  There  was  not  one  of  these  officers  who 
resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possessed  of 
property.  There  was,  formerly,  one  rich  offi- 
cer in  Maryland,  who  had  lately  died.  But  he 
would  not  have  received  this  annuity,  had  he 
been  living.  I  say  this  annuity,  because  it  is 
not,  as  it  has  been  denominated,  a  pension. 

Mr.  Wbitb  said  that  if  this  was  solely  an 
equitable  claim,  tne  legal  representatives  of 
deceased  officers  had  an  eqmu  right  to  claim 
the  provision,  as  the  surviving  omcers.  For 
this  reason  he  had  not  voted  against  the  bill  in 
its  former  shape.  It  was  now  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  conld  cooscienUonsly  record 
his  vote  in  its  favor.  He  shonld,  therefore, 
state,  as  concisely  as  possible,  the  grounds  on 
which  his  vote  wonld  be  given.  He  consider- 
ed this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  in  consideration,  that 
a  promise  made  to  them  by  the  Government 
hod  not  been  complied  with  as  far  as  was  in- 
tended. If  this  was  Intended  as  a  gratuity, 
it  did  not  extend  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  deceased.  Bnt,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in 
existence  the  men  who  have  rendered  theso 
services  to  their  conatry.  I  see  them  in  want, 
and  I  cannot  refHise  to  succor  them.  They 
have  ooDfetrod  benefits  upon  the  conntiy,  npoa 
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Thich  we  cannot  place  too  high  an  estimate. 
Those  services  have  not  been  oonipeDeated 
according  to  a  former  promise  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  winipflct  has  been  fulfilled  in  fonn, 
but  not  in  stibntance.  Others  may  have  serfed 
tlie  country  with  equal  fidelity  and  real,  but 
not  having  the  proniLso  which  these  men  had, 
their  cl^ms  are  placed  on  other  and  weaker 
groands.  They  caimot  have  an  equal  claim 
with  these  officere,  I  have  always  considered, 
said  Ur,  W,,  that  the  victories  achieved  by 
these  men  over  the  enemy  were  not  their 
greatest  victories.  The  greatest  of  their  tri- 
umphs was  that  which  they  achieved  over 
themselves,  tiielr  wonts,  and  interesta,  when, 
at  tlie  close  of  the  war,  tbey  delivered  up  their 
arms,  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life, 
trusting  in  the  Justice  of  their  countrymen,  and 
itally  believing,  that,  when  tlie  time  arrived, 
they  would  receive  the  compensation  pledged 
to  them  'bj  the  Government,  That  time  has 
arrived.  We  are  now  able  to  render .  this 
tribnte  of  justice.  And  if  it  were  the  last  dol- 
lar in  the  Treasury,  I  would  ^ve  it  for  this 
purpose.  This  opinion  is,  I  think,  founded  on 
principle.  It  may  be  sud  that  1  am  actuated 
by  feeling ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which  I 
think  I  ought  to  entertain.  As  to  any  other 
motives,  I  do  not  entertain  them.  I  came  here 
dressed  in  no  man's  livery ;  but  as  the  rerire- 
sentotive  of  a  sovereign  State,  to  act  occoraing 
to  my  conscience  and  the  will  of  my  oonstitu- 
onts  alone.  Any  imputation  to  the  contrary 
I  cannot  admit,  as  I  should  feel  myself  degraded 
by  allowing  myself  to  act  on  other  groands ; 
and  I  Ehontd  think  it  beneath  me,  to  look 
upon  the  decisions  of  Senators  aa  arising  from 
any  other  views, 

Ur,  Macon'  moved  to  lay  the  bill  npon  the 
table,  which  wos  negatived,  23  to  SO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Bchek,  the  hill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  aa 


Wkdkxsd^y,  April  30, 
Tim*  of  Adjournment. 
"Hx.  Bkbbibn,  from  the  committee  appoinled 
to  join  a  committee  from  the  other  House  fa 
the  purpose  of  filing  upon  the  time  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses,  reported  tla 
following  resolution : 

Retolved  bi/  tht  Senait  and  ffout*  of  R^ratM 


MoNDAT,  April  88. 
AAjowmmefit  qf  Congrea. 

Tlie  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  by  Ur. 
Jons'sOK,  of  Kentucky,  anthorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  n  committee  to  meet  a  committee 
on  tlie  port  of  the  House,  to  fix  upon  a  period 
at  which  Congress  shall  adjourn,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McEiNLGi  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  which  was  negatived— 22  to  13. 

Ur.  Macon  moved  to  appoint  n  committee 
to  meet  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House 
nndcr  the  re^olntion  of  the  House  to  fix  the 
period  of  ndjoummcnt,  and  to  select  the  bnsi- 
ness  to  be  acted  on ;  which  was  agreed  to — 
20  to  17. 

Saniton  of  the  Emolution. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Revolation- 

ary  officers  and  soldiers  was  taken  up  again ; 

and,  having  been  farther  amended,  on  motion 


of  Mr.  WoonnrBT,  the  qoestion  occnmd  oe 
striking  ont,  and  inserting  the  amendmeid 
offered  by  the  committee,  as  amended,  whidi 
was  agreed  to  witboat  a  divMon. 

The  question  on  engroe^ng  being  Omd  pot; 
and  the  yeaa  and  nays  having  been  ordwfi 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  athiid 
reading,  by  the  following  vote : 


MarjUnd,  ThomM,  Van  f 
WUlcy,  Woodbury— BO. 
Nate. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brancli,  Oub- 


dler,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hendricks,  UcKinlei 
Soble,  Ridgely,  Buggies,  Smith  of  S.  C. 


l.,1Wwd, 


Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentalires  do  ul- 
journ  their  respective  Houses  on  Uonday,  tbe  MU 
Uay  next. 

(hm^>erla7ul  Jtoad. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masks,  the  bill  for  lbs 

preservation  and   repair  of  the  Cumberlsod 

road  (to  erect  tampika  gates  on  tlie  road)  wh 
taken  np,  and  the  aroenomcnts  reported  by  tht 
Committee  on  Beads  and  Canals  agreed  to. 

Mr,  ioHsaos,  ol  Kentucky,  supported  the 
bill,  and  read  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  gM- 
cral,  enclosing  a  letter  from  a  mail  contrtctM', 
detailing  the  bad  state  of  repur  of  sonw  see- 
tions  of  the  rood. 

Mr.  Marzs  argued  that  the  road  would  |)e 
mined  if  suffered  long  to  remain  in  Its  present 
condition.  It  would  be  little  better  tW  to 
allow  the  road  to  return  to  its  wilderness  etste, 
to  neglect  repairing  it  through  another  wiattf 
like  the  last  There  were  three  courses  thai 
mi|;ht  be  taken.  The  United  SUtes  coiM 
make  appropriations  for  the  repair  of  thero«i; 
they  could  erect  toll  gates ;  or  to  turn  over  Ih» 
whole  matter  to  the  States  in  which  the  mi 
lies.  If  the  latter  course  were  pursued,  there 
was  no  certainty  that  the  States  would  u^dc^ 
teke  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  as  they  looked 
upon  the  road,  having  been  made  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  a  work  of  a  nstiMWl 
character,  and  Congress  as  bound  to  pro™* 
for  iU  repairs.  The  qnestion  before  the  SeM" 
was,  whether  Congress  should  allow  a  v^ 
which  had  cost  two  milliouB  of  ddUars,  to  tu 
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Into  decaj  for  want  of  repair,  or  would  take 
measures  to  perpetuate  the  benefits  of  the  road. 
It  waa  true,  that  the  work  done  last  year  was 
becaming  dilapidated  and  going  to  ruiu,  while 
they  were  going  on  with  the  other  parts  of  .the 
■work.  There  was  no  genlleman  present,  he 
believed,  who  would  not  bo  oonvinoed  of  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  to  prevent  the 
road  from  going  to  destruction.  He  knew  that 
it  had  been  argued  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  do  this ;  but,  he  considered,  that,  as 
It  had  boen  decided  b;  repeated  votes,  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  make  the  road,  it 
coold  hardly  be  maintained  that  Congress  had 
not  the  right  to  repair  it. 

Ur.  Bbj^cb  ohject«d  that  the  Senate  had  no 
power  to  originate  a  bill  for  the  levying  of 
taxes. 

Ur.  Uabkb  replied  that  U  was  not  the  de- 
fllgD  of  the  bill  to  bring  any  thing  into  the 
public  coffers,  as  all  the  money  collected  from 
tolls  wonld  be  expended  In  repturs  npoa  the 
road. 

Hr.  BrarroM  objected  to  the  late  period  at 
which  this  bill  had  been  taken  up.  Ha  said 
be  held  in  his  hand  a  set  of  resolntions,  which 
be  thought  would  meet  the  views  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  npon  the  table  until  to-morrow,  when  his 
I-eeolutionB  would  come  up  for  consideration. 

Ur.  Uabkibdn  objected  to  the  resolutions, 
and  considered  that  the  tendency  of  their  in- 
Iroduction  would  be  to  retard  the  bill,  and 
probably  to  postpone  it  until  next  session. 

Ur,  Siarn,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  this 
bill  tried  on  its  merits ;  because,  if  it  was  re- 
jected, the  Senate  wonld  virtnally  say  that 
they  would  vote  money  for  the  repair  of  the 
road.  He  had  no  choice  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  object  was  effected.  One  way 
OT  another  the  road  wonld  doubtless  bo  re- 
paired, as  it  Gonld  not  be  supposed  that  they 
would  allow  all  the  expense  which  the  road 
bad  cost  to  be  lost  for  want  of  repair. 

Ur.  If  ACO:l  thought  the  Senate  was  ^ing 
rather  too  fast.  He  rose  to  ask  the  President 
whether  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to 
frame  on  act  upon  a  bill  of  this  kind ;  whether 
it  was  not  a  bill  which  ought  to  ori^nate  in 
tiie  other  House  f 

The  Chair  observed  that  it  was  a  question  of 
great  magnitude ;  he  should  be  desirous  of  re- 
ferringthe  decision  of  the  question  to  the  Sen- 
ate. Whether  the  Senate  had  the  power  to 
frame  snch  a  bill,  under  the  constitution,  was 
a  point  of  some  doubt  and  mnch  importance. 

Mr.  Kmo  doubted  whether  tlie  Pre^dent 
was  competent  to  decide  the  question,  as  it  was 
a  constitntional  point,  and  not  a  question  of 

The  Vice  President  said  he  was  by  no  means 
covetons  of  the  duty  of  deciding. 

Mr.  HnmBioKa  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
bill  might  not  be  postponed,  and  that  it  might 
be  disposed  of  without  a  constitutional  argu- 
ment.   The  constitutional  question  had  often 


the  Senate.  The  reason  why  the  Choir  had 
supposed  that  the  question  came  under  the 
mtea  of  order,  was,  that  those  rules  had  rega- 
lat«d  the  practice  of  the  body.  The  article  of 
the  constitution  to  which  it  referred,  establish- 
ed that  certain  bills  could  not  be  framed  in  the 
Senate,  and  benoe  the  Chair  was  of  o;pininn, 
that  a  question  as  to  the  power  given  lu  this 
respect,  would  come  under  the  regulation  of 
the  bn^ess  of  the  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  but  snch  was  bis  impression. 

The  Vice  PreMdent  again  rose,  and  stated 
that  the  question  presented  a  new  point  of 
order.  It  appearea  to  him  that  the  decision 
would  not  turn  npon  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bill,  but  npon  the  practice  of  the  Senate. 
He  wished  the  Senators  to  consider  the  qnes* 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  President  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  shonld  come  up,  as  it  presented  a  new 
point,  and  as  the  constitntional  question  was 
one  of  great  magnitude,  he  would  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  or  not  it  came  within  the  rules 
of  order. 


MoNDAT,  May  6. 

The  Tariff  SiU. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Diokebsox,  the  bill  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  certain  imported  articles 
was  token  up,  and  the  first  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Mannfoctures. 

Molattei. 

The  following  amendment  was  considered; 
and,  on  motion  of  Ur,  Parris,  the  question  was 
divided,  so  as  to  decide  first  on  striking  out — 

Sec.  B.Une  20.  Strike  out  the  words  "ten  cents," 
and  insert  "  seven  oents  and  a  half,"  so  as  to  read, 
"on  molasaes  seven  cents  and  a  hoU' per  gallon." 
.  Hr.  BoBBnre  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  tite  doty  upon  molasses,  as  unnecessary, 
inexpedient,  and  oppressive,  an  odious  tai  upon 
a  necessary  article. 

Mr.  BtcKBBSON  defended  the  imposition  of 
the  dnty,  and  argued  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
production  of  the  article  in  the  conntry, 

Ur.  Benton  advocated  the  duty  on  molasses 
as  an  indirect  enconrogement  to  the  landed,  or 
farming  interest.  It  would  enable  the  distil- 
lers of  the  Western  country,  who  used  pains  to 
compete  with  those  in  the  Eastern  Stntcs, 
who  distilled  from  molasses.  Among  other 
remarks,  Mr.  B.  said  that  whiskey  was  the 
healthiest  liquor  that  was  drank,  as  men  were 
known  who  bad  been  dmnk  upon  it  for  forty 
or  fifty  years,  while  rum  finished  its  victims  in 
eight  or  ten, 

Mr.  Chasdlsr  said,  that  he  nnderstood  the 
gentleman  from  Missonri  that  a  man  might  ba 
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(■rank  on  whiskey  for  forty  yean.  This  iras 
the  reaaon  vhy  he  would  vote  agaiuat  the 
daty,  as  he  was  ia  favor  of  that  liqnor  which 
Bhould  soonest  despatch  the  dmnkara. 

Ur.  Pabkib  expressed  himself  ATerse  to  the 
duty  on  molasses,  which  he  looked  npon  as 
far  more  i^}a^ioa^  to  Uoine,  than  it  ccnild  be 
beneficial  to  Hissoari  Mr.  P.  then  ^ve  some 
detaila  in  relation  to  the  trade  earned  on  by 
the  State  of  Mwne  with  the  West  India  ialanda, 
and  contended  that  thia  dnty  wonld  act  as  a 
death  blow  to  that  trade. 

Mr.  Joayson,  of  Kentncky,  defended  the 
measare,  as  extending  to  the  West  its  share  of 
protection.  Ue  did  not  consider  that  the  State 
of  Mdne  would  suffer,  aa  her  tonnage  wonld  be 
employed  In  carrying  the  molasses  of  Louisiana, 
instead  of  that  of  the  West  Indies.  If  the  bill 
wBs  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House, 
and  shoald  there  be  lost,  he  wished  to  know 
who  would  assume  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  PiRKis  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Jobkbok. 
He  felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responsibility  for 
having  cansed  the  bill  to  be  lost  His  constitu- 
enta  would  be  severely  injored  by  it  Indeed, 
had  a  measure  been  fnuned  for  the  express 
purpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  it  would  not  have  been  more 
SDCcessfuI,  As  to  a  responsibility  of  any  other 
kind  to  which  the  gentleman  might  allade,  he 
felt  no  anxiety.  He  maintained  mat  Louisiana 
could  not  supply  the  West  India  trade  in  the 
article  of  molasses,  or  yield  a  market  for  the 
prodnctjons  of  Maine. 

The  question  being  then  jint  on  etribing  ont, 
it  waa  decided  in  the  negative. 

Vermie^Ui, 

The  amendment  at  the  32d  line  of  the  8d 
MCtion,  to  insert  "  on  vermicelli  50  per  orait- 
um,"  \mag  next — 

Mr.  DicERBBON  explained  this  proposition. 
The  article  was  not  as  unimportant  oa  by  aome 
it  might  be  supposed.  He  mentioned  the  fact 
of  a  manufacturer  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
who  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentlemon 
from  New  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our 
soup  in  peace.  That,  too,  must  be  taxed.  He 
will  think  of  taxing  tlie  air  we  breathe  next. 
This  article  waa  to  be  taxed,  becanse  there  was 
a  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  the  gentleman  said 
that  he  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate 
bnt  a  minnte  and  a  half;  and  he  intended  to 
tell  a  story  instead  of  making  a  speech.  When 
the  tariff  of  1824  was  under  discussion  in  the 
other  House,  a  gentleman,  whom  he  did  not 
then  know,  but  whom  he  afterwards  learned 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  his 
■eat,  and  aalted  whether  there  were  not  oaves 
in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom  salts  were  found. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  answered  doubtingly — and  the 
gentleman  said  he  hod  at  home  a  small  manu- 
fiutory  of  the  article,  and  be  argued  that  the 
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caves  in  Missouri  and  bis  manufactory  a- 
titled  the  article  to  be  protected.  When  the 
gentleman  tram  New  Jersey  propeeed  this 
duty,  becanse  there  happened  to  be  ■  tnun- 
factory  of  vermicelli  in  New  Jersey,  his  (llr. 
B.'s)  mind  recurred  to  thia  drcumsUnce,  (nd 
he  conld  not  bnt  ask  whether  there  was  u^ 
member  of  Congress  interested  in  the  Im- 

Mr.  D1CEKB8OH  assured  Mr.  Bkhtob  tliitiM 
member  of  Congress  had  any  concern  in  tlw 
manufactory  of  which  he  had  spoken. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  18  to  21 
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Th«  Tanf  Bill— Lead. 

The  bill  increasing  the  duties  on  certiun  iiD- 
ported  articles  waa  then  taken  up,  togethtt 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  KiS^  to 
lay  a  duty  on  lead  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheete,  ihrtt 
cents  per  ponnd ;  on  leaden  shot,  fouroentcper 
pound ;  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground 
in  oil,  five  oents  per  pound ;  on  litharge,  mi 
lend  manufactured  into  pipes,  five  cents  pu 
pound. 

Mr.  Kahk  expluned  the  object  of  the  snteai- 

Mr.  Pabbtb  opposed  it,  and  mode  some  atatt- 
ments  relative  to  the  amount  of  the  importi- 
tions  of  the  articles  named. 

Mr.  Bkhton  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoptiin. 
He  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Serutt  in 
1B21  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted,  and 
was  in  favor  of  a  higher  duty  upon  lead  and  iti 
manufactures,  at  that  time,  bnt  was  prevenUd 
from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  Ijytlie 
admonition,  often  repeated,  that  the  whole  bill 
might  be  lost,  if  alterations  were  attempted. 
That  tariff  has  been  in  operation  four  jhk, 
and  except  for  the  duty  on  lead,  it  bad  (uvnd 
itaelf  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  tbe  Stale  of 
Missouri.  Bdng  agun  under  revirion,  ud 
heavy  duties  proposed  on  many  articles  oon- 
aumed,  but  not  manufactured  in  Missonii,  bt 
considered  it  dne  to  that  State,  and  to  die 
State  of  Illinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  fartlii 
protection  for  one  of  their  principal  Bti|M 
the  article  of  lead ;  and  the  amendment  nov 
under  consideration,  having  been  w^l  con- 
sidered by  himself  and  the  Senator  from  QtiDiit^ 
(Mr.  Kask,)  he  could  say  that  the  doty  00  it« 
crude  article,  and  all  its  manufactures,  vH 
adjusted  upon  a  full  view  of  their  relative  cot- 
nection  and  dependence  on  each  other,  snd 
were  believed  to  be  fair  and  eqnal.  fbt 
amendment  had  a  further  reconun^datioa  ■» 
including  litharge,  and  several  mannbctans 
of  lead,  which  were  omitted  in  the  tariff  rf 
1824,  and  left  open  a  door  to  various  eruimx 
of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  con^ered  lead  as  one  of  the  titk\a 
of  domestic  production  on  which  the  fyjtemof 
protecting  duties  might  be  legitimately  curied 
to  the  prohibitory  point  agwnet  ila  ftrag" 
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livftl.  It  wu  an  article  of  prime  necessitr  in 
time  of  war,  absolDtelf  inaUpeowbla  to  our 
•ecorlty  and  mdependence  as  a  nation,  and 
•oscaptible  of  being  prodnced  at  home  to  Uie 
fbll  extent  of  any  possible  demand.  He  wonld 
not  repeat  what  everybody  knew  about  the 
Tarietj,  the  extent,  and  the  richness  of  the  lead 
mines  la  the  State  of  Misaouri  and  on  the 
Upper  UississippL  It  was  sufficient  to  saj 
that  past  discoveries  authorized  the  belief  that 
innumerable  fresh  discoveries  mar  be  made ; 
tliat  the  snppl;  of  the  article  will  increase  in 
foil  pn^rtion  to  the  demand  for  It ;  and  that 
the  ultimata  product  mar  be  set  down  as 
boQodlegs  and  tnexhanstible.  This  being  the 
fact,  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to  the 
absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article.  The 
amendment,  however,  does  not  go  that  length, 
but  probably  may  operate  as  a  prohibitory 
duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  reasons  for  granting  this 
increased  duty  on  lead,  were,  first,  to  secure 
to  the  United  States  an  ample,  certain,  and 
regular  snpply  of  an  article,  mdispensable  in 
time  of  war;  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Uissouri  and  Illinois,  in  which  this  article 
abounded,  to  meet  the  additional  burthens 
which  this  new  tarifi|  if  it  became  a  law,  would 
impose  upon  them.  Lead  fnruiBhca  the  main 
port  of  these  means.  It  will  serve  for  remit- 
tances in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton 
goods,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an 
augmented  price  from  New  England,  and  of 
course  we  should  have  ancmented  means  of 
paying  for  them.  Our  ordinary  prodnctions 
of  com,  wheat,  pork,  beef^  whiskey,  and  tobac- 
00,  would  be  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they 
could  bear  the  expense  of  transportation,  as 
the  present  complamt  of  New  England  a^nst 
old  England  is,  that  she  takes  no  provisions 
from  her,  of  coarse  New  England  will  toko 
none  of  these  articles  fi'om  us,  and  we  must 
eiUier  pay  for  her  woollens  in  gold  or  silver,- 
which  wo  mnst  get  from  the  Sonth,  or  In  such 
utiulcs  as  will  bear  tronsportatioD.  Lead  and 
Aat  are  among  the  few  articles  produced  in 
Uissoori  and  Illinois,  which  will  boor  transpor- 
tation to  New  England,  or  which  will  com- 
Dumd  the  money  wliich  will  have  to  be  carried 
there;  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy  their 
woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  it  is  but  distributive  Justice  that  they 
should  have  augmented  means  of  paying  for 
tfacni.  With  this  view,  and  to  obtain  aome- 
thlu^  like  the  monopoly  of  the  American  mar- 
ket m  furni^ing  it  with  lead,  the  Senator  from 
Iliinois  (Mr.  sXvtj  and  himself  had  agreed 
upon  the  terms  of  the  amendment  now  under 
coDsiilcratiou.  It  specified  a  higher  duty  on 
lead  and  Kliot,  than  hod  been  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  That 
doty  was  only  SO  per  cent,  on  the  existing 
daty;  the  present  amendment  proposed  100 
por  cent.  It  might  be  thought  high ;  but  be 
mold  say  tlist  it  was  not  too  high  for  the 
beoeatofHisKtariftDdimaois;  mdifr^eoted, 
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there  wonld  be  nothing  in  the  bill  to  indnoa 
iiim  to  vote  for  It. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  aaying,  that  the  min- 
eral district  in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a 
languishing  state.  The  Qovernment  had  lately 
reserved  about  600,000  acres  of  land  there, 
from  sale,  making  a  desert  in  the  heart  of  the 
cottntry ;  the  old  French  and  Spanish  claims 
were  yet  unsettled ;  that  the  upper  strata  of 
mineral  was  much  exhausted,  and  the  lower 
could  not  be  got  at  without  much  expense,  and 
considerable  skill  in  mineralt^ ;  that  many  of 
the  miners  hod  gone  ofi*  to  the  new  mines  on 
the  upper  Mississippi,  and  that  the  increased 
protection  which  the  amendment  contemplated 
was  essential  to  the  extensive  revival  of  min- 
ing  in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of  a  lar{^ 
district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  thia 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  if  a  bill  for 
the  sale  of  the  reserved  lead  mines  which  he 
had  introduced,  and  passed  through  the  Senate 
in  the  fore  nart  of  the  session,  should  succeed 
in  getting  through  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Mis- 
sonri  become  the  centre  of  an  immense  attrac- 
tion, the  theatre  of  vast  enterprise,  the  seat  of 
nanumbored  manufactories,  the  focus  of  incred- 
ible wealth,  a  market  for  a  prodigious  con- 
sumption of  merchandise  and  provisions;  and 
the  whole  country  con  be  made  to  rdoice  in  the 
profusion  of  benefits  which  it  would  disburse 
around, 

Mr.  KowAK  said  that  he  should  vote  agunst 
the  proposed  duty  upon  lead,  and  as  it  was  a 
■Western  product,  and  we  might  be  supposed, 
on  that  account,  to  be  inclined  to  support  it,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  give  some  of  the  reasons 
which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that 
he  was  individually  opposed  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. He  was  opposed  to  the  tariff  as  a  sys* 
tem  of  bounties,  for  the  encouragement  of  cer- 
taia  classes  of  industry.  He  considered  the 
protection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of 
industry,  as  a  correspondent  depres^on  upon 
other  classes.  Its  professed  object  was -to  tax 
one  part  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
another.  Its  operation  is  to  impoverish  one 
class  of  laborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enrichiug 
another — oi*  rather  to  tax  the  laboring,  ana 
more  especially  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community,  to  enrich  the  capitalists — to  in- 
crease the  poverty  of  those  already  poor,  to 
enhance  the  wenilh  of  those  already  rich — as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of 
weoilh,  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  which  la  in- 
compatible with  the  happiness  and  liberty,  of 
the  many — as  a  system,  the  tendency  of  which, 
is  to  inflict  upon  the  people  of  this  country  the 
poverty,  wretehedness,  and  vassalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  Governments  less 
&vorBble  to  liberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  tariff  as 
a  system  of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  the 
olfjects  and  purposes  of  revenue — on  the  ocm- 
trSrj,  he  was  fhemlly  to  a  tariff  of  that  ohar- 
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actcT ;  but  when  perverted  bf  the  ambition  of 

political  aspirants,  and  the  B«cret  inflnenc«  of 
inordinate  cupidity,  to  purposes  of  individual, 
and  sectional  ascendencj,'  be  could  nut  be  se~ 
duced  bj  the  captivatiun  of  names,  or  terms, 
however  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  individual 

It  is  in  vun,  Ifr.  President,  said  he,  that  it 
is  c^lcd  the  American  Byat«m — names  do  not 
alt«r  things.  There  is  but  one  American  sjs- 
tem,  and  that  is  delineated  in  the  State  and 
Federal  Constitutions.  It  Is  the  system  of 
equal  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  rep- 
resent«tive  principle — a  system  which,  instead 
of  subjecting  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  some 
to  taxation,  in  the  view  to  enrich  others,  se- 
cures to  all  the  proceeds  of  their  labor — ex- 
empts all  from  taxation,  except  for  tbe  support 
of  the  protecting  power  of  the  Government. 
As  a  tax  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  would  support  it—call  it  by  what 
name  yon  pteose — as  a  tax  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, and  especially  for  the  purposes  to  which 
he  had  alloded^it  had  his  individual  reproba- 
tion, under  whatever  name  it  might  assume. 

It  might,  he  observed,  be  inferred  fVom  what 
he  hod  said,  that  be  would  vote  aguost  the 
bill.  He  did  not  wish  any  doubts  to  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  vote  he  should  give  npon  this 
measare,  or  the  reasons  which  woold  influence 
him  to  (i;ive  it.  Eo  was  not  at  liberty,  he  seid, 
to  substitute  his  individual  opinion  for  tliat  of 
his  State.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  organs 
here,  of  a  State,  tliat  had,  by  the  tariif  of  1824, 
been  chained  to  the  car  of  the  Zastcrn  manu- 
facturers— a  State  that  had  been  from  that 
time,  and  was  now  groaning  under  the  pres- 
sure of  that  imequol  and  unjust  measure— a 
measure,  fh)m  the  pressure  of  which,  owing  to 
the  prevailing  illudon  throughout  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  hope  of  escape,  by  s  speedy 
return  to  correct  principles — and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  system, 
she  is  cDnstroincd,  on  principles  of  self-defence, 
to  avail  herself  of  the  mitigation  which  this 
bill  presents,  in  the  duties  which  it  imposes 
upon  foreign  hemp,  spirits,  iron,  and  molasses. 
The  hemp,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  the 
"West,  will,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern 
States,  be  encouraged  to  the  extent  of  the  tax 
indirectly  imposed  by  this  bill,  upon  those  who 
shall  bny  and  consnme  them.  Those  who  may 
need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  the 
grower,  or  manofocturer  of  them,  an  increased 
price  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
the  like  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  fabric. 
To  this  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the  consumer,  his 
individual  opinion  was  opposed.  But,  as  the 
oi^nn  of  the  Btate  of  Kentucky,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  surrender  his  individual  opinion,  and 
express  the  opinion  of  his  State. 

if  npon  tliis,  or  any  otlier  subject,  he  should 
substitute  his  own,  for  the  well-known  will  of 
his  State,  he  should  feel  that  he  hod  been  faith- 
less to  her  interesta,  and  unfriendly  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  OUT  republican  insCitntiona.    He  had 


no  doubt  but  the  people  of  the  State  whidi  bt 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  him,  c^ 
posed  to  taiotion  for  any  individual  or  putial 
purpose — for  any  purpose  but  the  EDt^int  it 
the  QovernmenC  They  would  submit  to  md 
pay  any  tax  cheerfiilly,  for  the  protettioD  cf 
all,  but  not  to  enrich  a  few.  But  they  we  n- 
duced  by  the  operation  of  this  AmericauS^ 
tcm,  OS  it  is  falsely  called,  to  the  conditigiK' 
the  planter  whose  form,  fences,  and  hooMS,  an 
endangered  by  fire  from  the  forest.  Tbey,  liki 
him,  nmst  fire  against  the  encroaching  &*. 
The  exercise  of  wfll  is  not  left  them— 4hej  an 
under  the  influence  of  a  dire  necessity.  Bt 
must,  therefore,  as  their  bumble  orgin,  ictt 
for  this  bill ;  and  would,  on  the  same  princ^ 
vot«  for  this  duty  on  lead,  if  he  could  do  it 
without  disparaging  his  GoTemment  V» 
mines  of  lead,  with  the  exception  (^  a  fn 
Spanish  grants,  which  he  had  been  tdd  wen 
nearly  exhausted,  belonged  to  the  Zdui 
States.  To  suppose  that  the  GovernnKDt  tii 
whose  strength  we  all  look  for  protectioD, » 
weak  03  to  need  protection  against  (bre^ 
competition  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  l&> 
vulgar  metal,  was  not,  he  thought,  very  re- 
spectful to  the  Govemmenl,  lie  might  be  told 
that  the  Government  leases  its  mine^  and  tU 
the  lessees,  and  not  the  Government,  wonldbt 
benefited  by  this  duty.  Eis  reply  was,  tint 
when  you  raise  the  price  of  lead,  you  raia 
rents.  This  would  be  inevitable.  Tlio  romi* 
tition  between  the  lessees  would  necesarilr 
produce  this  result;  and  thus,  while  tbe  cos- 
sumers  of  this  necessary  and  vsefid  artii^ 
would  be  taxed,  the  manufacturer  of  it  wonU 
not  be  benefited.  The  tax  would  go  to  tha 
Government,  and  not  to  them.  The  irestera 
section  of  our  country  would  not  bo  benefitti 
It  would  be  unjust ;  for  tlie  tax  thus  le^'it^ 
upon  the  consumers  of  that  article,  wonld  it 
drawn  from  that  region  into  the  Treasnrj,  oi 
like  all  the  very  large  sums  which,  under  tha 
tariff  of  I8S4,  and  under  the  sales  of  the  l^ii- 
lie  lands,  have  been  drawn  from  that  ausrtir, 
would  be  laid  out  upon  the  seaboard.  Not  in- 
tending, he  said,  to  take  any  part  in  the  disou- 
sion  of  this  hill,  he  hod  taken  this  occasion  to 
intimate  the  course  he  should  pursue  ujiod  tbu 
measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  bobb  of 
the  reasons  by  which  he  was  influenced.  Be 
hod  forborne  to  go  into  detail.  He  had  "* 
attempted  to  depict  the  evils  which  hod  beei 
inflicted  upon  the  Southern  andTVesteni  SUMS 
by  tliis  new  system — a  system  peculiar  to  are- 
tocrata  and  to  monarchists — kinds  of  GovefO' 
ment  to  which  it  naturally  led,  and  to  the  cup- 
port  of  which,  it  was  as  natural  ond  ncceswj, 
as  it  was  alien  from  and  abhorretl  by  rcpublia 
lie  repeated  it  as  his  opinion,  tliat  hia  81aM 
was  driven  to  the  acceptance  of  this  bill,  ^ 
as  a  good,  which  she  approved,  but  os  tlie  swt- 
cner  of  an  evil,  from  which  she  cannot  >^ft^ 
and  which,  without  the  mitigation  vkitt  » 
tenders,  she  is  unable  to  bear. 
The  omeDdmeat  woa  adopted. 
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Tb«  bill  wu  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Vi.  Bentos  taoT«d  to  amend  the  hill  hj  i 
provision  laying  «  dntf  of  88}  per  centom,  ad 
valorem,  on  f  nrs. 

Ur.  DioEKBsoB'  opposed  the  motion. 

Ur.  BsNTOir  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  ex- 
tent uid  valne  of  the  Northwestern  for  trade, 
and  the  necesaitj  under  which  the  Air  traders 
labored  for  protection  from  British  competi' 

Mr.  DioKZB90ir  moved  to  funend  the  amend- 
nent  bj  snbstitDtiiig  46  p«r  cent,  instead  of 

Mr.  BsMTOJi  accepted  the  modiSoat'on. 

Ur.  DtoKKBsotr  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  SO  per  cent;  ad  valmvm,  on 
foreign  mannfactUred  for  hata.  He  observed 
that,  at  present,  fnra  were  admitted  duty  free, 
and  there  was  a  dnty  of  80  per  cent,  on  im- 
ported hats.  If  a  dnty  were  laid  on  i^irs,  and 
the  duty  on  hats  remained  the  some,  the  monn- 
fiKtnrer  must  give  np  making  them. 

Ur.  BESTofT  oakeif  whether  there  was  not,  at 
present,  a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign  hats  t 

Ur.  BiCKBRsos  said  that  great  numbers  were 
still  imported. 

The  motion  was  then  rejected,  IS  to  34. 

On  Ur.  Bbnton's  amendment)  the  qnesUoa 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Fu&AY,  Uay  S. 
Tha  TaHff  Bin.— Indigo. 

Ur.  Benton  proposed  an  amendment,  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported 
iadigo,  with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate 
of  2S  cents  per  pound  per  onnnm,  until  the 
-n-hole  duty  amounted  to  $1  per  ponnd.  Be 
stated  hia  object  to  be  two-fold  in  proposing 
this  dnty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring 
&  home  supply  of  on  artjole  indispensable  to  its 
existence ;  and  next,  to  benefit  the  Bonth  by 
reriving  tlie  onlttvation  of  one  of  its  ancient 
aod  volnable  staples. 

Indigo  was  first  planted  in  the  Oarolinas  and 
Georgia  about  the  year  1740,  and  succeeded  so 
-veil  as  to  command  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish monnfacturers  and  the  British  Parliament. 
An  act  was  passed  for  the  encooragement  of 
its  prodnction,  in  these  colonies,  in  the  reign  of 
O«orge  the  Second,  the  preamble  to  which  Ur. 
B.  read,  and  recommended  to  the  con^dero- 
tion  of  the  Senate.  It  recited  that  a  regnlar, 
ample,  and  certain  snpply  of  indigo  was  mdis- 
pensable  to  the  success  of  British  manufac- 
tnres;  that  these  manufactnres  were  then  de- 
pendent upon  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  this 
article ;  and  that  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  wise 

KUcy  to  enoonrage  the  production  of  it  at 
me.    The  act  then  went  on  to  direct  that  a 
premlom  of  six  pence  sterling  should  be  paid 
ont  of  the  British  Treasury  fbr  every  pound  of 
indigo  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Vc«.IX.-M 


Carolinas  and  Georgia.  Under  the  fostering 
influence  of  this  bonnty,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  culti- 
vation of  indigo  became  great  and  extensive. 
In  six  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
export  was  317,000  lbs.,  and  at  the  hreakinir 
out  of  the  revolution,  it  amounted  to  1,100,000 
lbs.  The  Sonthem  colonies  bbcame  rich  npon 
it ;  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  then  un- 
known ;  rice  and  indigo  were  the  staples  of  the 
South,  Alter  the  revolntioo,  and  especially 
after  the  great  territorial  acquisitions  which 
the  British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of 
American  indigo  declined.  The  premium  waa 
no  longer  pud ;  and  the  British  Ooveriun«it, 
actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy  which  mode 
them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
teom  the  Carolinas,  when  Uiey  were  a  part  ot 
the  British  possessions,  now  looked  to  India  for 
the  same  reason.  The  export  of  American  in- 
digo rapidly  declined.  In  1800  it  had  foUen  to 
400,000  lbs. ;  in  1814  to  40,000  lbs. ;  and  in 
the  last  few  years  to  6,000  or  8,000  lbs.  In  the 
mean  time  our  manufactories  were  growing 
up ;  and  having  no  eupply  of  indigo  at  home^ 
they  had  to  import  from  abroad.    In  1826  thia 


ptud  for  almost  entirely  in  ready 
money,  as  it  was  chiefly  obtained  from  places 
where  American  produce  was  in  no  demand. 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  Ur.  B.  conceived  it  to 
be  the  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to 
fbllow  the  example  of  the  British  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  George  II.,  and  provide  a  home 
snpply  of  this  indispensable  article.  Our  man- 
nfaeturers  now  i>^a  a  high  price  for  fine  indi- 
go, no  lees  than  $2  60  per  pound,  as  testified 
by  <ai6  of  themselves  before  the  Committee  mi 
Manufactures  rused  in  the  House  of  RepT»- 
sentatives.  The  duty  which  he  proposed  waa 
only  40  per  cent,  npon  that  value,  and  would 
not  even  reach  that  rate  for  four  years.  It  was 
less  than  one-half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill 
proposed  to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  cloth 
which  this  indigo  was  intended  to  dye.  In  the 
end  it  would  make  all  indieo  come  cheaper  to 
the  mannfocturer,  as  the  home  supply  would 
soon  be  equal,  If  not  superior  to  the  demand ; 
and  In  the  mean  time,  it  conld  not  be  consid- 
ered a  tax  on  the  manufacturer,  as  he  would 
levy  the  advance  which  he  had  to  pay,  with  a 
good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  the  cloth. 

Ur.  B.  then  went  into  an  expoMtion  of  the 
reasons  for  enoonra^ng  the  home  produotioa 
of  indigo,  and  showed  that  the  life  of  the 
American  system  depended  npon  it.  Neither 
cotton  nor  woollen  manufactures  could  be  car- 
ried on  without  indi^.  The  consumption  of 
that  article  was  prodigions.  Even  now,  in  the 
infant  state  of  our  manufactories,  the  importa- 
tion was  worth  two  millions  of  dollars;  and 
must  soon  be  worth  doable  or  treble  that  sum. 
For  this  great  supply  of  an  indispensable  arti- 
cle, we  were  chiefly  indebted  to  the  jealous 
rival,  and  vigilant  enemy,  of  these  very  mann- 
&otnre^  to  Greet  Brittdn  herseUl     Of  the 
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1,150,000  IbB.  of  indigo  imported,  we  bring 
620,000  lbs.  from  the  British  East  Indies; 
which  one  word  tnaa  the  British  GoTenunent 
woold  stop  fot^rer ;  we  bring  the  farther 
ipuntit?  of  120,000  lbs.  from  Uaoilla,  a  Bpan- 
tth  poHsession,  which  British  infiaenco  and 
diplomacy  oould  inunediatelj  stop ;  and  the 
remainder  came  Irom  different  parta  of  Soath 
America,  and  might  bo  talcen  from  ue  by  the 
arts  of  diplomacy,  or  by  a  monopoly  of  the 
whole  on  the  part  of  onr  rival,.  ,A  stopnage  of 
•  supply  of  indigo  for  one  year,  wouia  pros- 
trate all  our  manufactories,  and  give  them  a 
blow  from  which  they  wonld  not  recover  in 
many  years.  Great  Britain  could  effect  this 
stoppage  to  the  amoont  of  three-fonrtbs  of  the 
whole  quantity,  by  speaking  a  lungle  word,  and 
of  the  remainder  by  a  slight  exertion  of  policy, 
or  the  expenditure  of  a  smn  sufficient  to  mo- 
Bopoiize  for  one  year,  the  parchese  of  what 
Boath  America  seot  into  the  market. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  czp«cted  a  nnanimons  vote  in 
&TOr  of  his  amendment.  The  North  slionld 
vote  for  it  to  secure  the  hfe  of  the  American 
system ;  to  give  a  proof  of  their  regard  for  the 
Bouih ;  to  show  that  the  conntry  sonth  of  the 
Potomac  is  incloded  in  the  bill  for  some  other 
purpose  besides  that  of  oppression.  The  Scatb 
Itself  although  opposed  to  the  further  increase 
of  duties,  should  vote  for  this  duty ;  that  the 
bill,  if  it  passes,  may  contain  one  provision 
favorable  to  its  interests.  The  West  should 
vote  for  it  through  gratitude  for  fifty  years  of 
gDHrdian  protection,  generous  defence,  and  kind 
assistance,  which  the  South  had  given  it  under 
■U  its  trials;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
file  marketj  Locreasing  tiie  demand  in  the 
South,  and  its  ability  to  purchase  the  horses, 
mules,  and  provisions  which  the  West  can  sell 
nowhere  else.  For  himself  he  had  personal 
reasons  for  wishing  to  do  this  little  justice  to 
the  South,  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
Btates  (North  Carolina) — the  bones  of  his 
father  and  his  grandfathers  rested  there.  Her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  his  early 
and  his  hereditjiy  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Mr.  J£acos)  had  been  the 
Aiend  of  him  and  his,  through  four  generations 
In  a  straight  line ;  the  other  Senator  (Mr. 
BsANCii)  was  his  schoolfellow ;  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  House  of  ReprO' 
sentatives,  always  showed  him  in  the  Nortl^ 
Carolina  Delegation,  the  friends  of  him  and  his 
through  successive  generations.  Nor  was  this 
all.  Ue  felt  for  the  sad  changes  which  hod 
taken  place  in  the  South  in  the  last  fifty  years. 
Before  the  revolution  it  woa  the  seat  of  wealth 
as  well  as  of  hospitality.  Money,  and  all  that 
It  commanded,  abounded  there.  But  how 
now  t    All  this  is  reversed. 

Wealth  has  fled  from  the  South,  and  settled 
in  the  regions  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this 
in  the  miust  of  the  fact  that  the  South,  in  four 
staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  indi- 
go, (while  indigo  was  one  of  its  staples,)  had 
exported  jHroduce  unce  the  revolntion,  to  the 
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value  of  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollin,  nd 
the  North  had  exported  comparatively  nalbin^ 
This  sum  was  prodigious ;  it  was  nearly  eijul 
to  half  the  coinage  of  the  mint  of  )iesai 
unco  the  conquest  by  Cortex.  It  was  trice  « 
thrice  the  amount  of  the  product  of  the  Ihm 
thousand  gold  and  silver  mines  of  KexicD,  (ta 
the  same  period  of  fifty  years.  Such  an  eipcrt 
would  indicate  unparalleled  wealth;  bntThd 
was  the  fact  t  In  place  of  wealth,  a  univtml 
pressure  for  money  was  felt  ^  not  enoa^  fv 
current  expenses ;  the  price  of  all  prapcfij 
down ;  the  country  drooping  and  laDgroJiiiig; 
towns  and  cities  decaying ;  and  the  migil  bib- 
its  of  the  people  pushed  to  the  vci^  of  uni- 
versal self-denial,  for  the  preservation  of  thrir 
family  estates.  Such  a  result  is  a  strange  si 
wonderful  phenomenon.  It  calls  upon  stite*- 
men  to  inquire  iato  the  cause ;  and  if  tbei  is- 
qniro  upon  the  theatre  of  this  strange  met* 
morjihosia,  they  will  receive  one  univereal  n- 
swer  from  ell  ranks  and  all  ages,  that  il  is  F«^ 
eral  legislation  which  has  worked  Iliis  imn. 
Under  this  legislation  the  exports  of  the  SoiA 
have  been  made  the  basis  of  the  Federal  i«t- 
enue.  The  twenty  odd  millions  annoally  \eM 
upon  imported  goods,  are  deducted  out  of  tb 
price  of  their  cotton,  ric^  and  tobacco,  eltlw 
m  the  diminished  price  which  they  receive  fv 
these  staples  in  foreisn  ports,  or  in  the  it 
creased  price  which  they  pay  for  the  trlidit 
they  have  to  consume  at  home.  Virginia,  tU 
two  CarolLnas,  and  Georgio,  may  be  said  to  it- 
fray  three-fourths  of  the  annual  eipen»  cl 
supporting  the  Federal  Government;  and  of 
this  great  sum  annually  furnished  by  then, 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  is  returned  to  ilei 
vo  the  shape  of  Government  expcnditurt 
That  expenditure  flows  in  an  opposite  dine- 
tion ;  it  flows  northwardly,  in  one  unifon, 
uninterrupted  and  perennial  stream ;  it  t*l<* 
the  course  of  trade,  and  of  exchange ;  and  lia 
is  the  reason  why  wealth  disappears  from  Iba 
South,  and  rises  up  in  the  North.  Ftitai 
legislation  does  all  thia;  it  does  it  by  the  hd- 
ple  process  of  eternally  taking  away  from  tbt 
South,  and  returning  nothing  to  it.  If  it  n~ 
turned  to  the  South  the  whole,  or  even  a  pxii 
part  of  what  it  eiocted,  the  four  Stal»  »ii^ 
of  the  Potomac  miKht  stand  the  action  nl  thit 
system,  as  the  earSi  is  enabled  to  stand  d» 
exhausting  influence  of  the  son's  daily  b«al  1^ 
the  refreshing  dews  which  are  returned  to  it 
at  night ;  but  as  the  earth  is  dried  up,  and  d 
vegetation  destroyed  in  regions  where  the  bell 
is  great,  and  no  dews  returned,  so  must  Ih 
South  be  exhausted  of  its  money,  and  its  imp" 
erty,  by  a  course  of  legislation  which  bforewf 
taking  from  it,  and  never  returning  aov  tlunf 
to  it. 

Every  new  tariff  increases  the  force  of  fti* 
action.  No  tariff  has  ever  yet  incJuded  Vf 
ginia,  the  two  CarolinaSj  and  Geor^pa,  v'«^ 
its  provisions,  except  to  increase  the  bnitlxK 
imposed  upon  them.  This  one  alone  prescfli 
the,  opportunity  to  fonu  aa  exceptioD,  h]  n- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Ifir,  1S38.]  T. 

viviug  and  restoring  the  cnJtiTBtion  of  01 
its  andeat  staples,  one  of  the  sources  of  its 
wealth  before  the  reTolation.  The  Tariff  of 
1S28  owes  this  reparation  to  the  South,  be- 
cause the  Tariff  of  1819  oontribnted  to  destroy 
the  oaltivHtion  of  indigo ;  sank  the  dutj  on 
Vaa  foreign  article,  from,  tweotj-five  to  fifteen 
cents  per  ponnd.  These  are  the  reasons  for 
imponag  tne  duty  on  indigo,  sow  proposed. 
TThat  objections  can  possibljbe  rused  to  it? 
Kot  to  the  qoalit; :  for  it  is  the  aome  which 
\xA  the  foundation  of  the  British  mannfactnres, 
and  snstained  their  repntation  for  more  than 
Iialf  a  centarj ;  not  to  the  qosntit^r :  for  the 
tvo  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  rdsed  as 
mneh  fiftj  j'eers  ago  as  we  now  import,  and  we 
bave  now  the  States  of  Ix)uisiana,  Alabamft, 
and  Vississippi,  and  the  Territories  of  Florida 
and  Arkansas,  to  add  to  the  countries  which 
produce  it ;  not  to  the  amount  of  the  datjr : 
for  its  maiimura  will  bo  bat  forty  per  cent., 
onlj  one-half  the  dntr  laid  by  this  bill  on  the 
cloth  it  is  to  dye,  and  that  maiimnm,  not  im- 
jnediate,  bnt  attained  by  slow  degrees  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  in  order  to  give  tinje  for  the 
domestic  article  to  snpply  the  place  of  the  im- 
ported ;  and  alter  all,  it.  is  not  a  duty  on  the 
mannfactarer,  but  on  the  wearer  of  the  goods ; 
fi'om  whom  he  levies,  with  a  good  interest  on 
the  price  of  the  cloths,  all  that  he  expends  in 
the  purchase  of  materials.  For  once,  said  Ur. 
B.,  I  expect  a  nnanimous  vote  on  a  clause  in 
the  tariff.  This  indigo  clause  must  have  the 
eingnlar  and  unprecedented  fatnity  of  a  unani- 
mous voice  in  its  favor.  The  South  must  vote 
for  it,  to  revive  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its 
inost  ancient  and  valuable  staples ;  the  West 
must  vote  for  it  throngh  gratitude  for  past  fa- 
vors— through  gratitude  for  tlie  vote  on  hemp 
this  night — and  to  save,  enlarge,  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions ;  the  North 
must  vote  for  it  to  show  their  disinterested- 
ness ;  to  give  one  proof  of  just  feeling  towai'ds 
the  South ;  and,  above  all,  to  save  tlieir  favor- 
ite American  system  ^m  the  deadly  blow 
whicli  Great  Britain  can  at  any  moment  give 
it,  by  stopping  or  interrupting  the  supplies  of 
foreign  indigo;  and  the  whole  Union,  the  en- 
tire legislative  body,  mnst  vote  for  it,  and  vote 
for  it  with  Joy  and  enthusiasm,  because  it  is 
Impossible  that  Americans  can  deny  to  sister 
States  <A  the  Oonfederacy,  what  a  British  king 
and  u  British  Parliament  granted  to  these  same 
States  when  thej  were  colonies  and  dependen- 
dea  of  the  British  crown. 


Sattbdat,  May  10. 
The  Tariff  Sill— Indigo. 
Mr.  DiCKBHsorr  moved  to  discharge  from  the 
special  orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  several  acts 
levying  duties  on  imports ;  which  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  general  orders  preceding  that  bill 
were  postpOQed,  "  """''  '  *'"  '^-  — 
and  it  was  token 
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TON,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
indigo,  and  25  cents  per  annum  afterwards^ 
until  it  amounts  to  one  dollar  per  pound,  being 
under  consideration — 

Ur.  Uacon  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech 
of  two  hours  in  length,  sapporting  the  provision, 
and  trealiog  at  large  of  tJie  general  policy  of 
tlie  bill,  and  its  operation  on  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  lie  contended  that  the 
benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the 
South  had  suft^red  severely  under  its  infinence. 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  divide  the 

Siestion.  He  was  disposed  to  protect  the  arti< 
e,  and  he  wished  that  the  first  part  should 
succeed.  Kfly  cents  pter  ponnd  appeared  to 
him  to  be  quite  sufficient,  and  he  thoaght  tha 
amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  nigh  a 
rate  of  duty.  He  asked  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  tlte  first  part ;  wtuch 
were  entered. 

Mr.  DioKERSON  said  that  the  proposition  now 
advanced  would  add  to  the  duty  aS  cents  in 
one  year,  which  he  thought  far  too  rapid.  The 
article  was  not  now  produced  in  any  great 
quantity — certdnly  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  nor  would  it  b9 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  was  entirely 
willing  that  the  article  sbonld  receive  an  am- 
ple degree  of  protection.  In  doing  this,  how- 
ever, common  jostiee  would  point  out  that  it 
ought  not  to  he  done  so  as  to  injure  the  manu- 
facturer. If  it  was  brought  on  suddenly.  In- 
jury must  he  sustained  by  the  manufacturing 
consumer,  which  would  not  be  felt  if  the 
prt^oss  of  the  duty  was  gradual.  The  aver- 
flgB  price  of  the  indigo  imported  was  one  dol- 
lar seventy-one  cents.  The  duties  now  pro- 
posed on  it  would  be  about  fifty-eiebt  per 
cent.,  while  the  duty  proposed  on  wool  would 
be  fifty-one  per  cent. ;  making,  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial and  the  dye,  a  charge  disproportloned  to 
the  protection  of  the  manufactured  article.  It 
was  true  that  the  coloring  matter  used  in  a 
yard  of  cloth  was  very  small,  hot  it  would  be 
f^lt  very  sensibly.  The  additional  duty  on  the 
manufactured  article  was  only  forty-five  per 
cent.,  and  could  not,  consequently,  bear  anj 
great  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  mate- 
rials of  their  fabrics.  [Here  Mr.  D.  mode  Bome 
statements  as  to  the  amount  of  indigo  import- 
ed, which  our  Beporter  cannot  accurately 
state.]  Believing  that  the  mannfiwtnrers  could 
not  bear  this  duty,  unless  a  correspondent  ad- 
vance ahoold  be  made  on  the  duty  on  cloths,  ' 
because  indigo  could  not  be  produced  ii       ~ 


as  the  blue  cloths  could  bear,  Ue  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking 
out,  and  inserting  five  cents,  until  it  arrives  at 
fifty  cents,  instead  of  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Bbntoft  st^d  that  it  appewed  by  the  evi- 
dence before  the  other  House,  that  the  first  dye 
used  by  the  manufacturers  was  of  an  inferior 
description,  and  that  they  afterwuds  made  use 
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(tf  a  fine  dje.  Three-fonrtbs  of  the  indigo  used 
oaroe  from  the  British  and  Spanish  East  ladiei; 
and  it  was  testified  tliat  the  fine  qnelitj  coat 
about  $2  CO  per  pound.  That  from  Gnateniala 
was  of  an  inferioi'  kind,  and  chea^ter ;  taken 
together,  the  two  desoripIioDB  of  indigo  im* 
ported  amounted  to  a  fraction  leaa  than  one 
million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  offered 
bj  him  (Mr.  B.)  wa»  adopted!,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  importing  the  inferior  kind, 
and  perh^»  not  to  a  great  extent,  the  beat. 
Now,  the  rate  of  hta  amendment  was  far  from 
being  exorbitant.  On  the  fine  indigo,  of  which 
the  greatoit  amonitt  was  conaamed,  the  nuui- 
mnm  of  datf  waa  forty  per  cent.  Thia  cer- 
tainly was  reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens waa  seventy  per  cent.,  ^ving  thirty  per 
oent.  in  their  favor.  By  this  new  proposition 
Uie  duty  on  indigo  womd  become  twenty  per 
cent.,  just  half  &e  additional  protection  en- 
joyed I^  the  woollens  on  the  passage  of  this 
DilL  If  this  proposition  waa  to  sacceed,  it 
wonid  be  better  and  fwrer  to  face  the  South  at 
once,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit 
and  no  protwtion  from  this  bill.  The  friends 
of  the  American  system  had  better  at  onoe  de- 
dare  to  the  SoDth  that  they  have  no  lot  or  por- 
tion under  that  system.  Better  pve  them  a 
direct  refosal  at  once,  that  they  may  onder- 
«tand  the  exact  extent  of  the  American  system, 
and  whether  it  indndes  merely  that  portion  of 
the  Union  in  which  its  friends  are  interested. 

Mr.  SxiTS,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  waa  ex- 
bwtrdinary  that  this  proposition  shoold  be  op- 
posed, and  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  ob- 
jected to.  We  are  to  do  nothing  which  shtdl 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and  iron,  and 
aid  no  other  interest  for  fear  it  will  confiict 
with  them.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I  told 
the  friends  of  the  tariff  system  in  1816,  that 
the  British  were  abont  doing  the  same  thing, 
in  relation  to  their  woollen  maiiDfactnrera,  as 
was  proposed  by  this  system ;  and  that  it 
wonla  be,  in  the  end,  mnch  worsa  for  the  man- 
nfactorer  than  it  then  was;  hnt  they  wonld 
not  believe  me.  I  was  not  mistaken,  however, 
and  it  waa  easy  to  come  at  the  fact  We  got 
Uke  papers  from  England,  in  which  the  matter 
was  disenased.  Then  the  friends  of  the  system 
said  that  it  waa  onr  policy  to  oppose  and  com- 
pete with  Qreat  Britain.  It  does  not  now  seem 
that  the  some  doctrine  is  held,  fur  they  are  not 
willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  artides  of  this 
coontj-y's  prodnction.  He  ohiectad  entirely  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  biU  was  got  np. 
Here  was  one  intorcst  opposing  another,  and  a 
measnre  proposed  which  he  did  not  think  oonld 
be  justly  arranged  by  Congress  (a  current 
leg^ation.  Such  a  tariff  ought  to  come  from 
the  TreasniT  Department  to  be  well  digested, 
and  provide  for  all  the  different  interests-with- 
ont  injuring  any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  quite  sat- 
is&ctory  to  some,  so  long  as  it  did  suffloient  for 
the  wooUens.  That  appeared  to  be  all  that 
was  wanted.  The  bill,  in  his  opinion,  had  not 
been  sufficiently  couaideied  aa  to  its  conse- 
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quencea  on  tbe  oowitry.  In  the  otlier  Heow  ii 
snonld  have  been  inquired  into  and  itportcd 
npoQ  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Kena. 
I  see,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Jersey  (Mr.  Bioksbson)  smiles  aignificsnilj,  m 
much  as  to  ask  whether  I  snppoM  he  vml 
trust  the  biU  in  the  hands  of  its  eaada. 
This,  however,  b  my  opinion.  I  do  not  tliiiik 
that  woollens  alone  are  to  be  protected  it  tlu 
expense  of  other  important  artidea. 

Mr.  Hathb  sud  he  was  opposed  to  ttus  t«li 
in  its  principtea  as  well  as  m  its  dotiik  It 
could  assnme  no  shape  which  would  make  it 
acceptable  to  him,  or  which  oonld  prevent  it 
from  cq>erating  most  oppreenvdy  and  oajnsll; 
on  his  constituents.  With  these  viev^  he  hid 
determined  to  make  no  motion  to  amend  ttu 
bill  in  any  respect  whatever ;  bnt  when  ta& 
motions  were  made  by  others,  and  he  was  two- 
pelled  to  vote  on  them,  he  knew  no  better  mil 
than  14)  endeavor  to  make  the  bill  caawtai 
with  itself.  On  this  principle  he  bad  act<d  in 
all  the  votes  he  had  given  on  thia  bill.  E«  bi 
endeavored  to  carry  out  to  its  legitimate  codh- 
quences  what  gentlemen  are  pissed  to  nuMiH 
the  "  American  System."  With  a  filed  r«c- 
lution  to  vote  agsinst  the  bill,  he  still  coosd- 
ered  himsdf  at  Lberty  to  as^Bt  in  so  arraiigiiif 
the  detwls,  as  to  extend  to  every  great  interwt, 
and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  aa  ftr  m 
may  he  practicable,  equal  protection,  and  to 
distribute  the  burthens  of  the  system  ^niOj, 
in  order  that  its  benefits  as  wdl  as  !ta  evilt  lotj 
be  fully  tested.  On  Uiis  principle,  he  Aom 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fim 
Missouri,  because  it  waa  in  strict  confongitj 
with  all  the  prindples  of  the  bilL  As  a  Son^ 
em  man,  he  would  ask  no  boon  for  the  Soia^ 
— he  should  propose  nothing ;  but  he  must  uf 
that  the  protection  of  indigo  rested  on  iIm 
some  principles  as  every  other  article  propoMd 
to  be  protected  by  this  bill,  and  he  did  not  m 
how  gentiemen  conld,  consistently  with  Ibor 
mazim^  vote  against  it.  What  was  the  piia- 
dple  on  which  this  bill  waa  professedly  fimi- 
ed  t  If  there  was  any  principle  at  all  b  tb« 
bill,  it  was  that,  whenever  the  country  bid  dw 
capacity  to  produce  an  artida  with  whIcJi  U? 
imported  artide  could  enter  into  compeliliia, 
the  domestic  product  was  to  be  protecttd )?  a 
dnty.  Now,  had  the  Bontbom  States  the  a- 
pacity  to  produce  indigo  t  The  soil  and  cS- 
mate  of  those  States  wero  well  suited  to  llM 
culture  of  the  article.  At  the  oommenoenxot 
of  the  revolution  onr  exports  of  the  sKid' 
amounted  to  no  lees  than  1,100,000  Iba.  1^ 
whole  quantity  now  imported  into  the  Caitca 
SUtes  ia  only  1,160,000  lbs. ;  so  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  proidnce  a  iofficitat 
quantity  of  indigo  to  sup^  the  wants  of  th< 
mannfaoturers  is  nnqnestionable.  It  ii  tn» 
that  the  quantity  now  produced  in  the  conntiT 
ia  not  greaL 
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This  proves  that  the  Kttention  of  the  connCrj 
ia  now  direotad  to  the  mbjeot.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  some  remarks  which  he  made 
on  this  sabject  yesterdaj,  stiited  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  American  system, 
(so  called,)  protflction  was  not  eitended  to  any 
artdele  whicn  the  conntrj  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  exporting.  This  Is  entirely  a  mistake.  Of 
the  articles  protected  by  the  Tariff  of  1824,  as 
■well  as  those  inclnded  in  this  bill,  very  few  are 
exported  at  all.  Among  these  are  iron,  wool- 
lens, hemp,  flax,  and  several  others.  If  indigo 
ia  to  be  protected  at  all,  the  datles  proposed 
most  sorely  be  considered  extremely  reason- 
able, the  maximnm  proposed  being  much  below 
that  impost  by  this  bill  on  wool,  woollens, 
and  other  articles.  The  dnty  on  indigo  till 
1816,  was  SB  cents  per  ponnd.  It  was  then  (ia 
&vor  of  the  mannfaoturera)  reduced  to  16 
cents.  The  first  increase  of  dnty  proposed 
here,  is  only  to  pot  back  the  old  duty  of  25 
cwnts  per  poond,  equal  to  an  lu!  valorem  duty 
of  from  10  to  Ifi  per  cent. — and  the  maximum 
is  only  from  40  to  S8  per  cent,  ad  mzlerem,  and 
tliat  will  not  accroe  for  several  years  to  come. 
With  this  statement  of  facts,  Mr.  H.  saJd  he 
vonld  leave  the  qaastion  in  the  hands  of  those 
wntlenien  who  were  engaged  in  giving  this  bill 
Uie  form  in  which  it  la  to  be  submitted  to  the 
final  decisioa  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  taking  any  pecnliar  interest 
in  this  question,  in  any  aspect  but  this :  that  be 
wished  hia  constitnents  to  be  mode .  to  nndar- 
stand  whether  the  American  system  means  a 
system  for  the  oiclusivo  benefit  of  particular 
employments,  and  particalar  States,  or  whether 
it  ia  to  be  carried  out  to  embrace  every  branch 
of  industry  in  the  coontry — ^whether  the 
mumfacturers  were  the  only  class  in  the 
oonntry  who  are  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  this 
system. 

ICr.  Kniobt  said  that  this  was  an  additional 
tax  on  the  manufacturer,  withnnt,  as  he  con- 
OMved,  any  benefit  to  anybody.  We  have  no 
evidence  that  the  article  is  prodoced,  or  will  be 
produced,  in  any  quantity  fit  for  use  in  this 
coontry-— that  so  onerons  were  the  dntics  al- 
ready on  the  materials  used  in  coloring,  that 
the  British  manufacturer,  with  whom  we  had 
to  compete,  was  enabled  to  put  hia  colored 
goods  into  the  market  at  12  mills  leas  per 
eqnaro  yard  thao  the  American  manofactnror 
can  do;  in  other  words,  that  the  duties  paid 
by  the  American  manufaoturor  on  materials  for 
coloring  amounted  to  13  milla  the  sqnaro  yard 
moro  than  they  cost  the  British  mannfaatnrer. 

Mr.  BmxxBBoir  did  not  doubt  the  capacity  of 
the  Southern  country  to  produce  all  the  indigo 
required  for  the  consumption  of  the  country. 
It  was  a  valuable  article,  and  Ita  production 
ooght  to  t)e  enoooraged  to  a  reasonable  extent ; 
but  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  that  with- 

*  injuring  the  manufacturers.  The  reason 
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I  coltura  of  indigo  bad  not  received 


ton  ;  and  that  being  now  the  direction  of  the 
capital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  great 
amount  would  l>a  immediately  turned  to  indi- 
go, and,  therefore,  that  the  high  duty  would  Iw- 
a  hardship  to  the  manafactnrer,  withtnit  a  cor- 
respondent tienefit  to  the  agricultariat.  He  be- 
lieved that,  for  some  years,  the  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries 
whence  the  indigo  was  brought,  to  rainng  large 
crops  of  the  laUer.  He  hoped  it  would  in  a 
few  years  be  produced,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it 
would ;  and,  as  the  prodoction  progressed,  it 
would  be  right  to  extend  the  duty  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  nponi 
indigo. 

Mr.  BviTH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not 
know  but  the  proposition  was  a  fair  one — as 
fair  as  could  be  expected  fFom  the  quarter 
whence  it  came.  But  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  was  to  create  a  sudden  ex- 
cit«meDt,  by  which  the  agriculturist  woold  bo 
iudnced  to  go  at  once  into  the  production  of 
indigo,  so  that,  in  a  few  years,  no  indigo  would 
l)e  imported.  At  present  we  get  our  indigo 
chiefiy  &om  Bengal.  And  it  was  interesting 
to  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  evei^ 
poond  that  is  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  it 
can  be  purchased  in  no  other  way.  We  can- 
not find,  in  return,  a  consumption  of  our  pro- 
duce, which  is  an  additional  conaideration  in 
favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  product. 
Some  time  next  year  the  Bengal  ships  would 
be  on  their  return,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
efifect  of  the  excitement  which  the  proposition 
of  the  genSeman  ttoat  Missouri  would  have 
given  in  favor  of  its  oultore,  would  have  oper- 
ated to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  five  yean 
you  wilt  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
ing the  article  at  all.  Mr.  S.  moved  to  divide 
the  qnestion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on 
striking  ont ;  which,  the  question  being  taken, 
was  decided  as  follows ; — Yeas  23,  nays  38. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Ohair  voted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DioEEBSoK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  "one  dollar,"  and  in- 
serting "  fifty  cents,"  making  the  increase  of 
duty  proposed  by  Mr,  Bwjton,  stop  at  the  lat- 
ter amount. 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose, 
which  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
KiHQ,  Van  Btiiien,  Dickbbson,  WxHSTEt 
Macon,  IIaxbiso!!,  Woodbubt,  Bauron,  and 

CHANniJlH. 

The  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a 
doubtftil  one  by  Mr.  Jefi'erson,  in  his  Manoal, 
whether,  after  having  refused  to  strike  out  a 
portion  of  a  bill,  the  part  proposed  to  b«  struck 
oot  was  amendable,  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Chair,  and  the  qnestion  being  put, 
tt  was  derided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DioKBReoH  then  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  WxBsTKB  said,  in  relation  to  the  duty 
proposed  on  indigo,  that  he  considered  25 
cents  per  annum  too  sudden  an  augmentation, 
and  one  which,  be  thought,  would  outeon  the 
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production.  He  shonld  think  five  centa  per 
atmiun  a  reasonable  increase,  and  accordinglj 
moved  to  Btrike  out  20,  so  aa  to  tuake  the  in- 
crease of  dutj  6  cents  per  aonnm ;  wLich  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HasiU80H  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  10  centa  for  the  first  year,  6 
cents  for  the  aecond  year,  and  10  cents  for  each 
Boccessive  year,  imtil  the  duty  ehall  unoont  to 
fifty  cents  per  ponnd. 

Mr.  Bentox  moved  s  call  of  the  House,  as 
there  nere  three  or  four  members  absent  from 
their  seats. 

^  Mr.  Ckakducb  opposed  it  OD  the  sroimd  that 
it  had  never  been  practised  in  the  Senate ; 
vhicb  statement  was  corrolxirsted  by  the  Cluur. 

The  motion  was  waived. 

Mr.  DioKKRSoiT  said,  although  he  was  willing 
to  allow  the  gmdool  increase  of  the  duty  to  60 
centa  per  pound,  yet  the  amendment  was  not 
what  ne  designed.  The  advance  for  the  first 
year  was  too  great,  as  ten  centa  on  the  quan- 
tity imported  next  year  would  be  more  than 
$120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any 
indigo  wonld  be  produced  in  one  year,  although 
It  might  in  two  or  three  years.  Yet,  although 
no  good  wonld  at  once  t>e  experienced  by  tbe 
agriculturist,  the  duty  foils  on  the  manofactur- 
crs  immediately.  For  this  reason  he  shoold 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WxnsTBB  said,  that  his  difGculty,  in  re- 
lation to  this  proposition,  was  only  went  of 
informatiun.  it  hod  been  introdnced  last 
n^ht,  at  a  late  honr,  and  no  time  had  been 
afforded  fur  examinntion  as  to  the  quantity 
produced,  or  as  to  tlie  quality  of  the  domestio 
article.  As  to  the  Bengal  indigo,  on  the  way 
b>  this  country,  this  duty  will  have  the  effect 
to  raise  its  price  in  the  market,  at  once.  Lit- 
tle benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  planter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  BsinoN  sdd  he  was  astonished  to  find 
the  Kepresantatives  of  sister  States  refusing  to 
three  States  a  protection  which  was  granted  by 
a  monarch :  for  a  bounty  had  been  given  by 
Great  Britain  when  we  were  her  colonies,  on 
this  article.  The  gentleman  Jrom  New  Jersey 
was  now  endeavoring  to  shiit  his  ground, 
which  was  always  a  most  dangerous  attempt. 

To  change  one's  front — whether  in  military 
or  in  legislative  mancenvres,  was  always  more 
or  less  dangerous.     But  it  now  comes  out. 
The  article  is  fonnd  now,  not  to  be  of  sufB- 
ciently  good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
'We  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought 
fWim  the  British  Sast  Indies  and  Manilla,  equally 
nnder  the  influence  of  Great  Briton.    So  that 
it  noTT  appears  that  this  same  system,  in  rela- 
tion to  which  we  were  formerly  told  that  it 
was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  ia  dependent  on 
that  country ;  this  very  Great  Britain,   which 
we  have  been  told  dt  die  in  diem,  must  be 
posed  by  the  American  system,  is  to  have 
preference,  in  the  production  of  indigo,  to 
own  citizens. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  shows 
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us,  by  this,  that  the  American  system  ii^aii 
on  the  British  Government  for  its  exLstuM.  I 
say,  air,  tlut  this  is  a  fair  inference.  Fat  I 
have  proof  wliich  is  better  than  the  opiiuoM 
of  gentlemen,  however  high  their  at    *     " 


this  country.  I  have  the  antbority  of  iuSfs 
dyers  for  this  assertion.  But  do  we  want  b^ 
ter  proof  of  this,  than  that  the  bouutj  wv 
given  by  the  British  Government  on  Aniericin 
indigo,  and  that  the  BntJsh  factories  were  bdU 
,up  on  American  indigo  before  the  revololiaDl 
The  export.,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Jitt, 
into  England,  was  about  the  same  as  tlte  in- 
port  into  this  country  now.  If  the  preaol 
§lan  is  adopted,  at  tlie  end  of  4  or  G  years,  tlu 
uty  will  be  20  per  cent.  It  Is  contemptlblt— 
it  is  an  insnlt  to  the  South.  It  shows  ttuoi 
that  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  tit  the 
system  far  below  the  rate  of  protecticm  wtiich 
is  extended  to  the  manufacturer.  They  ate  to 
be  allowed  20  per  cent,  on  the  article  in  fiit 
years,  while  the  cloths  of  New  England  an 
placed  at  70  per  cent,  instanter.  Throng  i 
variety  of  <juestions  this  motion  had  I>een  Hi- 
lowed  up.  £ven  in  the  agonies  of  death  it  m 
hnnted  down  by  the  friends  of  the  Araeiica 
system.  And  now  we  are  told  that  it  will  m- 
cur  too  soon — that  it  must  be  deferred  to  i 
later  i>eriod.  This,  then,  is  the  American  ^ 
tern,  extending  to  bat  one  or  two  interests,  and 
leaving  others  nntoncbed.  I  expressed  a  bcf« 
last  night  that  the  friends  of  the  tariff  m 
would  give  the  only  proof  to  the  South  in  thdr 
power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  tht 
AmericAi  system.  It  seems,  however,  tlitt 
this  paltry  boon  is  to  be  reftised.  I  beg  gestk- 
men  to  spare  their  strength,  as  I  have  motioni 

fet  behind  that  wiU  require  all  tlieir  eneipA 
t  seems  to  me  nnconscionoble  that  the  num- 
facturers  should  desire  to  grasp  the  whole  70 

Ser  cenj.  upon  their  prodnctions,  and  refiw  to 
o  a  little  for  the  agricultural  commuiut^. 
Now  I  a^  whether  the  friends  of  tlie  Amen- 
can  system  do  not,  by  their  decision  upon  thn 
motion,  show  clearly  that  it  depends  vpu 
Great  Britain  for  its  existence !  It  is  the  iuen- 
table  conclusion,  from  their  own.  argomeiits. 
They  have  their  choice  of  the  homs  of  the 
dilemma — and  they  have  chosen  this.  Tb" 
American  system  then  depends  npon  Grat 
Britain,  and  she  will  donbtleaa  chensh  it  vitb 
kindness  and  affection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  adopting  tii« 
amendment  as  amended,  it  was  decided  in  l^ 
negative, 

Mr.  DioKKBson  moved  to  amend  the  biD,  V 
inserting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  du^  <* 
G  cents  per  annum  on  the  ponnd  of  indip,  ■{■' 
til  it  arrives  to  60  centa ;  which  was  deod^  n 
the  affirmative. 

EvzsiNo  SisaioK. 


The  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Skuh,  of  Kuj- 
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land,  to  \»j  la  additional  du^  of  five  oenta  oa 
cordage,  was  diacnaeed  hj  Hessra,  Wkbbixb, 
DiDKKitsoN,  Bad  Smith,  of  Uaryland. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  that  it  aeemed  at  firet  that 
the  duty  on  bem^  woald  be  of  no  importance 
to  the  agricaltunst,  becaaae  it  could  not  be 
produced  in  this  coontrj.  But  now  it  appeared 
to  be  of  BofBcient  importance  to  swell  tht 
of  hemp  itseli^  and  call  for  a  duty  < 
He  Ehould  vote  ogainBt  the  motion. 

Mr.  WBBaTBB  observed,  that  the  nntlenuu) 
supposed  that  this  dntj  would  not  odd  a  single 
blaae  to  the  product  of  the  domestic  article. 
Tet,  it  will  increase  the  price  of  mtmufactared 
hemp.  And  tha  qaeation  is,  whether  yon  will 
porcnase  the  foreign  maoofactnred  article,  or 
that  mannfaotured  in  this  country.  Doea  he 
not  see,  that,  if  we  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  raw 
hemp,  it  will  be  a  bonnty  on  the  foreign  mann- 
&ctured  article,  unless  that  is  taied  also? 
Does  he  not  see,  that,  if  we  Intend  to  keep  the 
maDiifactnre  of  hemp  alive  in  this  conntry,  we 
most  lay  a  duty  on  the  foreign  manofactnred 
srUcle  i  He  merely  rose  to  make  this  state- 
men^  beoanse  he  thonffht  the  gentleman  mider 

misapprebeuaioa   of  the  iutentioa   of  his 


Mr.  Fabbis  said,  that  the  argument  of  the 
BenatoT  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Vbbbtib) 
is  correct,  and  ought  to  have  its  weight,  nnlesa 
this  article  be  already  protected.  To  show 
whether  that  is  the  case,  a  statement  of  a  few 
facts  only  would  be  necessary.  The  existing 
duty  on  cordage  is  $80  60  per  ton.  The  duty 
contemplated  by  the  bill  on  imported  hemp, 
will  be  tGO  per  ton,  when  it  shall  have  arrived 
at  its  nltimatnm ;  thus  giving  the  domestic 
mannfactnred  artide  an  advantage  of  nearly 
$30  per  ton  over  the  same  article  of  foreign 
manufacturcL  This  would  seem  to  be  snfBcient 
protecUoD.  If  gentlemen  think  bo,  they  will 
negative  the  amendment.  Only  one  other  fact 
need  be  stated.  There  is  not,  now,  nor  has 
there  been  for  years,  a  pound  of  foreign  cord- 
age used  on  American  tonnage.  It  is  imported 
only  for  exportation  as  an  article  of  trade. 
Di^ng  the  last  year,  the  importation  of  this 
article  exceeded '1,600,000  pounds;  the  princi- 
pal part  of  which  was  from  Russia,  and  of 
course  encumbered  with  the  same  expense  for 
height,  insurance,  Ac.,  as  the  nnmaDufactured 
hemp.  The  exportation  of  cordage,  for  draw- 
hoc^  during  the  same  year,  somewhat  exceeded 
that  quantity,  principiuly  to  Cuba,  Brazil,  and 
Chili.  Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
increased  duty  on  hemp,  be  should  uniformly 
vote  against  any  additional  duty  on  monnfac- 
tnrea  from  that  article. 

Mr.  Rowan  said  he  rose  to  acknowledge  that 
he  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  opera- 
tion  of  this  amendment.  He  was  coovioced, 
trota  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  the  effect  of  tlte  duty  on 
cordage  would  be  beneQcial  to  the  hemp-grow- 
ing interest  of  this  country,  and,  as  he  was 
always  ready  to  admit  any  erroueona  impre»> 


rion,  he  should  now  consider  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amendment. 
The  motion  was  rejected. 

Bate  Wool 

Mr.  BBiraoir  moved  a  progressive  dnty  on 
wool  on  the  skin,  to  make  it  entirely  prohibito- 
ry in  four  years. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  BiirroN,  Diokbbson,  Chandlbk,  and 
Habrison  participated. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolba,  s^d  that  he 
did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  show 
that  it  was  idle  to  go  on  with  the  debate  at 
present.  Within  the  last  thirty-four  hours  the 
Senate  had  been  in  seMion  twenty  houra,  which 
had  been  entirely  employed  in  the  discussion  of 
the  tariff  biU^Uie  striMngs  out,  and  the  put- 
tings in.  Such  continued  lalwr  might  do  for 
others,  bnt  he  had  neither  the  nerves  nor  the 
lungs  to  go  farther  in  this  fatiguing  business. 
He  considered  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
human  frame.  Ee  therefore  moved  that  tbs 
Senate  do  now  a^oum. 

Mr,    WooDBURT  moved  that  the  hour  of 

2)umment  be  noted  on  the  jounud ;    and 
ed  the  yeas  and  nays.    The  question  waa 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  afflnnative. 


MoiTOAT,  May  13. 
The  Tariff  Bill.—Bavi  Wool. 

The  bill  altering  the  acts  imposing  duties  on 
.mporta,  was  again  taken  np ;  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bbntok,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
raw  wool,  by  gradual  advances,  so  as  to  go 
into  effect  in  the  year  1832,  being  nnder  con- 
sideration, the  qnestJoa  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  nej^ve. 

Mr.  Bkhton  then  proposed  to  amend,  by 
inserting  a  provi^on,  laying  a  duty  of  ten  per 
centum  per  annum  on  wool  umnanufactnred, 
until  it  shall  amount  to  CO  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  0  per  centum  afterwards,  nntil  it 
amonnts  to  70  per  cent. 

This  motion  waa  briefly  discussed  by  HeBsrs. 
BsNTON,  SuiTn  of  Md.,  Hatnb,  and  Bioebb- 
bon;  when  the  question  waa  taken,  it  waa 
negatived. 

XoltMte*. 

Mr.  BcTTOM  moved  that  a  duty  of  six  cents 
per  gallon,  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  ten  cents 
in  ibe  bill,  be  laid  on  imported  molasses,  to 
take  effect  on  the  80th  day  of  June,  1830,  so 
aa  to  make  the  whole  daty  on  that  article 
amount  to  rixteen  cents  per  gallon  after  that 
time.  This, proposition  he  supported  in  a 
speech  of  C(m«aerable  length,  in  which  he 
went  back  to  the  first  proportion  under  the 
Federal  Government  to  impose  a  duty  on 
molasses;  and  showed  that  it  waa  then  con- 
sidered as  &  duty  on  sugar.  This  statement 
he  eonflrmed  by  a  recurrence  to  the  firat 
tariff  of  1790,  reported  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Honse  of  Rei^eaentaUves,  of  which  Mr.  Uadi>- 


,Coe>^lc 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Sdute.]  Tke  TVhi 

■oa  wu  Chairnuw,  in  which  brawn  mgu  wa« 
dntied  at  ona  cent  per  pound,  and  molasses  at 
eight  cents  per  gallon ;  and  the  two  duties  held 
to  be  equal,  OS  a  gallon  of  raolasseB  was  admitted 
to  be  equal  in  weight,  and  superior  in  saccha- 
rine matter,  to  eight  poimds  of  brown  sugar. 

Both  were  treated  as  daties  upon  sn^;  one 
in  iu  granularj,  and  the  other  in  its  flaid 
Etate :  and  the  Honse  of  Repreeentatives  sus- 
tained that  idea,  and  voted  the  two  dntiea  as 
reported.  Bot  in  the  Benate  tliis  equality  was 
altered,  upon  the  earnest  repreaeotation  of  the 
New  EDgland  members,  that  molasses  was  nsed 
prinoipaUy  for  distillation,  and  not  as  a  subHti- 
tade  for  sugar  In  that  section  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  dnt7  was  reduced,  under  this  belief^ 
from  eight  t«  two  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon. 
Bince  that  time  this  idea  has  prevailed ;  and  in 
Uie  enactment  of  subsequent  tariffs,  molasses 
has  nearij  escaped  all  dntj,  while  brown  tngar 
has  twice  been  subjected  to  an  advance  of  duty, 
and  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one  hnndrea 
per  cent,  upon  its  ori^oal  amount.  The  tariff 
now  in  force,  levies  three  cents  a  ponnd  on 
brown  sugar,  and  only  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
molasses ;  the  tariff  now  under  ctmsideration 
proposes  an  advance  of  onlj  five  cents  a  gallon 
on  molasses  {  and  the  amendment  proposed 
only  contemplates  a  farther  advance  m  six 
cents,  to  take  effect  two  years  hence. 

Ur.  B.  said  that  he  was  induced  to  revive 
.  tbe  original  idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar, 
by  a  piece  of  informatioa  which  hod  been 
given  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  ago  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Weboteh,)  in 
the  debate  on  New  England  rum,  in  which 
that  liquor  was  treated  as  the  antagoniat  of 
Western  whiskey,  and  the  foreign  material 
out  of  which  it  was  made,  waa  shown  to  Im 
the  rival  of  domestic  grain,  and  of  course 
entitled  to  no  favor  from  a  legislature  profess- 
ing to  be  a  friend  to  the  American  Svstein. 
That  Senator,  in  the  course  of  that  debate, 
declared,  upon  this  floor,  that  this  was  a  mis- 
take ;  that  molasses  in  New  England  was  used 
principally  on  the  table,  and  not  in  the  stills; 
and  that  of  the  ten  millions  of  gallons  annually 
imported  into  that  section  of  the  Union,  not 
more  than  two  millions  were  distilled  into 
rum.  This  would  leave  eight  millions  of 
gallons,  equivalent  to  sixty-four  millions  of 
pounds  of  brown  sugar,  to  be  used  as  sugar ; 
and  shows  that  the  New  England  statesmen  of 
the  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the  time, 
were  prodigiously  mistaken  as  to  the  future 
dtstilladon  of  molasses ;  and  that  this  mistake 
led  the  Congress  since  that  day,  into  a  great 
error ;  an  error  which  has  pervaded  onr  legis- 
lation ever  since,  destroyed  the  equality  of  tlie 
sugar  tax,  and  deprived  the  Treasury  of  an 
immense  revenue.  But  that  mistake  is  now 
corrected.  The  important  fact  is  now  admit- 
ted, that  fbnr-flfths  of  the  molasses  imported 
into  New  England,  are  consumed  as  sugar ; 
and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  suggests  grave 
questions  to  the  American  statesman  in  refer- 
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ence  to  car  revenue,  the  equal  disUibntioa  of 
our  taxes,  and  the  preservatitm  of  a  '"»'t**  flv 
onr  dconeetio  sugar  and  nHdosaeo. 

Ui.  B.  would  briefly  tooch  Qteae  great  qnet- 
tions,  and  leave  many  of  their  resdlti  to  ba 
pursued  and  developed  by  the  nunds  of  oUmiil 

1.  Aiile<me«n»lher»Miau. — ^The  Treasury, 
hesud,waaaneiiormQiuloMr.  Eif^tmtlUoDS 
of  gallons  of  molaaaoB  were  •goal  to  64  ™niinM 
of  pounds  of  sugar ;  thit  qoonti^  of  ngar,  at 
thtf  present  rate  of  duty,  wmdd  pay  (1,9S0,> 
000;  its  equivalent  in  molasses,  nnder  the 
existing  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon,  haa  only 


carried  to  16  cents,  will  still  pay  but  (1,280,- 
000,  The  result  wea,  that  the  Treasury  had 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  11,620,000  per 
annum ;  that  it  was  destined  to  lose  niider  tbe 
operation  of  tbe  bill  as  it  stood,  a  further 
annual  sum  of  $1,120,000;  and  even  if  his 
amendment  should  l>e  adopted,  the  annual  loss 
would  still  be  (540,000.  This  loss,  thov|^ 
great,  would  still  be  so  much  less  than  that 
now  suffered,  that  Ur.  B.  wonid  be  willlnc  ta 
compramise  upon  it,  and  leave  to  hia  New 
England  brethren  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  ao 

rt  an  advantage  untU  the  time  came  roond 
a  general  revinon  of  the  tariff  and  an 
extenMve  reduction  and  equalization  of  dntiee 
consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  the  pnUio 
debt 

i.  Ai  it  emoena  lA»  espial  dittribvtitM  «f 
thept^lio  taxa. — The  tax  upon  brown  sugar  b 
one  of  the  heaviest  that  is  imposed.  That 
article  is  dutied  at  three  cents  a  pound,  which, 
with  the  merchant's  profit  upon  that  onm, 
makes  it  cost  nearly  fonr  cents  higher  in  Ute 
pound.  The  aggregate  tax  for  the  last  three 
years,  shows  an  average  of  two  millions  and 
a  quarter  of  dollars  per  annum.  This  is  a  tax 
upon  a  necessary  of  life ;  it  is  a  tax  npoo  n 
article  consumed  by  the  poor;  it  ia  a  tax 
chiefly  pud  by  the  people  of  the  Hiddh^ 
Bonthem,  and  Western  States ;  for  they  cannot 
use  molasses  as  a  snl>stitate.  Their  interior 
portion  forbids  the  extensive  use  of  an  artide 
which  is  spoilt  and  wasted  in  a  long  overisod 
transportation.  The  commercial  tM>Ies  prora 
this  tact,  for  while  New  Eoglaod  akme  anaaaHr 
imports  ten  millions  of  gaSoaa  of  molasses,  au 
the  rest  of  the  Union  put  together — tht  ei^- 
teen  other  States  and  three  territoriee  onited, 
only  imported  three  millions  of  gallons  I  Thb 
proves  the  fact  that  molaffies  is  but  little  nsed 
as  a  substitute  for  sugar,  outade  of  New 
England;  it  proves  the  ftict  that  the  present 
great  revenue  derived  from  brown  sugar  is 
chiefly  paid  by  citizens  of  other  parts  of  the 
Union;  and  it  presents  the  qoestioa  to  the 
American  statesman,  how  &r  it  b  ri^t  ia 
itself,  how  far  it  is  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  onr  confederacy,  how  far  it  ia  jnst 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  Middle.  Southern, 
and  Western  States,  to  devolve  the  burthen  «f 
the  sugar  tax  apon  them,  and   i^v*   tb* 
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Kew  En^liuid  people  from  it,  b;-  oontinning 
tin  nst  ineqnalitj  of  daty  upon  Uie  granolary 
and  the  fluid  et&U  of  the  artiole  T 

Jtr.  B.  here  addresaed  himself  directly  to  a 
Senator  from  Pemuylvania,  (Mr.  MiKxa,)  who 
had  allowed  hia  feelmga,  a  few  daja  before,  to 
oarry  him  so  &r  aa  to  throw  out  a  very  odiona 
impntation  on  the  Oominittee  of  the  House  of 
BepreaentativeB,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff 
bill  of  the  present  aesdon.  That  impotatioa 
wu  to  this  effect :  that  the  inoreaaed  anty  on 
molaasei  waa  put  Into  the  bill  for  the  pvroose 
of  poisoning  it;  «nd  prefenting  the  New 
England  members  from  voting  for  it.  Kr.  B. 
repelled  thia  impntation,  as  a  aatire  upon  the 
Kew  England  members  whose  patriotism  it 
would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and  as  an  m^ost 
■nd  disorderly  attack  npon  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  said  to 
the  Senator  who  had  made  itL  that  hs  wonld 
ocmfront  him  with  very  eminent  authority 
fitHn  his  own  State,  the  speech  of  Ur.  Htzsim- 
mona,  a  distingaished  member  of  Oongress 
&om  the  Btate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  '90, 
-who  supported  Ur.  Hadlson  in  bis  proposal  to 
place  an  eqoal  duty  on  sugar  and  molasses; 
and  sopported  him  on  the  express  gronnd,  that 
tho  people  of  PennsylTBoia  should  not,  by  his 
vote,  be  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  their  sweet- 
ening than  the  people  of  Kew  England  paid  on 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  a  compliment  to  the 
Ti^lanca,  sagaoity,  peneverance,  and  nnitr  of 
action,  which  had  enabled  the  New  England 
members,  heretofore,  to  appropriate  to  Uiem- 
■elves  all  the  benefits,  and  leave  to  others  all 
the  burthens  of  the  different  tari&.  He  did 
not  blame  them  for  it.  Their  paramount  duty 
was  to  their  constituents,  and  they  discharged 
that  duty  with  a  zeal  and  aeaidalty  worthy  of 
ttll  praise.  Bnt  he  should  blame  himself  if  he 
did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His  pars- 
moant  duty  was  to  the  people  of  Missouri ;  and 
this  dnty  required  his  best  exertions  to  protect 
her  staples,  and  to  equalize,  if  possible,  the 
burthens  and  the  benefits  of  the  present  tariff. 
This  was  bU  that  he  was  aiming  at,  either  in 
the  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions  made,  or 
to  be  made  by  him ;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  so 
nnderatood  by  all  concerned. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bxhtos  was  dedded  in 

en^ative. 

WoolUa  BlanieU. 

1£t.  BanroR  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on 
mMdlen  blankets.  In  support  of  this  motion 
Mr.  B.  observed,  that  blankets  were  an  article 
of  neoemty,  required  by  every  body;  bat 
mostly  by  the  poorest  people,  lliey  were  also 
required  for  alavea,  and  Indians,  and,  indeed, 
no  class  conld  do  without  them.  There  had 
always  been  a  distinction  between  the  dnty  on 
blankets  and  other  woollen  goods,  in  the  varions 
tariffs,  on  the  gronnd  that  they  were  of  prime 
necessity.  There  was  another  reason  which 
might  be  urged  for  romoTing  this  dnty.    It 


was,  that  the  mannfactnre  waa  not  competent 
to  the  supply  of  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  as  the  dnty  wonld  only  benefit  a  few 
Individnals,  while  the  poorer  classes  suffered  in 
proportion — as  the  8enat«  had  refused  to  put 
any  further  duty  on  wool,  he  thought  it  would 
be  bnt  reasonable  to  take  off  the  duty  on  blank- 
ets. Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
was,  IJiaC  blankets  were  essential  in  the  Indian 
trade.  At  present  the  British  brought  them 
across  the  lines,  while  they  also  introduced 
th^  fura  into  this  country  free  of  duty.  This 
was  very  bad  policy ;  for,  had  these  furs  been 
taxed  8T|  per  cent,  the  revenue  would  have 
gained  a  million  of  dollars,  and  our  trade  have 
received  ample  protection.  If  the  duty  was 
continued,  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  the 
revenue,  and  act,  besides,  as  a  heavy  impou- 
tion  on  the  poorest  class  of  oar  commnuity. 
He  should  be  glad  if  the  Churman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mannfkcturea  would  give  the  amount 
of  tlie  manufacture  of  the  artrcle  in  this  coun- 
try, and  its  increase  since  1B24.  The  dnty  waa 
not  such  as  was  given  to  the  grower,  when  a 
paltry  protection  waa  extended  to  him,  which 
was  always  gradual,  but  came  down  inttanter 
upon  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryload,  wished  to  know 
whether  the  manufacture  had  increased  since 
1824.  At  that  time  Oongress  Md  a  duty  of  3S 
per  cent,  on  the  article,  and  be  wished  to  know 
what  had  been  its  effect, 

Mr.  DiCKBBeoK  did  not  think  the  mannfao- 
ture  hod  increased  to  a  very  great  extent  But 
the  country  was  amply  capable  of  prodntung 
the  whole  of  the  consumption. 

Hr.  SxTTH,  of  Haryland,  made  soroe  fbrther 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  duty  levied  in  1824, 
had  not  operated  effectually  to  increase  the 
manufacture  of  blankets. 

Mr.  Eatoh  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a 
statement  of  a  Commissary  to  show  the  opera- 
tion of  the  duties  of  1824,  on  the  price  of  the 
article,  from  which  he  argued,  that  a  beneficial 
effect  had  been  produced  by  the  dnty.  The 
price  had  very  sensibly  decreased  within  a  fbw 
years,  which,  he  believed,  most  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  competition  in  our  country,  ukd 
the  Increase  of  the  numnfacture. 

Mr,  BuiTO,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  reply,  attributing  the  fall  of  the  prioesy  as 
waa  understood,  to  the  reduction,  by  Qreat 
Britain,  of  the  tax  on  wool  imported  into  that 
country. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Fun. — Semp, — BiUct. — Cattoa  Bagging. 

Ur.  BxnroiT  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  laying  a  dnty  on  furs,  of  all  kinds,  of 
SSI  per  cent,  according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  Bentoit  remarked,  that,  when  he  pro- 
posed this  dnty,  formerly,  it  wss  supposed  that 
It  would  injure  the  manufactnre  ofnots.  Bat 
as  one  ounce  of  fur  only  was  now  put  Into  a 
beaver  hat,  this  dnty  wonld  make  bat  8i  oeata 
addition  on  each  h^  while  the  revenue  would 
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be  one  bnndred  tbotkund  dolUn.  He  hoped 
tlie  mann&otmiDg  inteieet  woold  not  spring 
forwanl  to  |ireveiit  so  important  a  proriMon. 

The  qneation  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BnravH  moved  to  amend  the  hill  in  the 
8d  section,  bj  adding  to  the  dutr  on  hiemp 
"  ten  dollars  per  ton,  aimnallj,  until  it  amounts 
to  ninety  dollar^"  which  motion  was  dedded  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  WooDBiTBT  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  bj 
inserting,  "on  all  maanfaotorea  of  nlk,  from 
bejond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  80  per  cenL, 
and  on  all  mann&cturea  of  nil  a,  fh>m  conntries 
this  side  of  the  Cape,  20  per  cent,  ad  nalorem." 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  said  the  effect  of  this  motion 
ironld  be,  to  leave  the  dutj  as  it  now  was,  on 
the  numufactares  of  silk  this  side  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  But,  on  those  from  beyond  that 
Cape,  it  rused  th«  datj  five  per  cent  At  this 
period  of  the  aearaon,  he  would  occnpj  the  at- 
tention of  the  SenatA  only  a  few  nunntes  in 
stating  tiie  probable  effect  of  the  amendment, 
abonld  it  prevaiL  hy  the  change  of  duty,  the 
whole  impost  on  sillts,  annnally,  would  be 
somewhat  rused  for  a  time.  This  might  increase 
the  zeal  already  excited  in  this  country  for  the 
cnltnre  of  sili,  and  thns  tend  to  encourage  en- 
terprise and  improve  skilL  Shonld  the  change 
■Iter  in  time  our  importations,  enA  introduce 
into  the  market  more  of  the  silks  uf  Europe, 
and  less  of  those  from  India  and  China,  'HI  the 
former  entirely  engrossed  the  market,  the  pITpcc 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  both  to  onr  agri- 
cnltnre  and  navigation.  The  commercial  men 
in  this  body  were  very  conscious,  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent,  between 
tWa  from  India  and  Europe,  introdnced  in  the 
tariff  of  1824,  hod  very  considerably  augmented 
the  importations  of  thoBe  manufactured  nearest 
home.  Withont  troubling  the  Senate  with  a 
Btatistical  detail,  the  year  ending  in  September, 
1826,  exhibited  on  importation  of  almost  five 
millions  worth  of  this  article  from  Europe,  and 
of  only  a  little  more  than  three  millions  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  AU  who 
heard  him,  and  had  reflected  on  the  suIfjecL 
were  aware  that  the  silts  from  India  were  paid 
for  mostly  in  specie,  and  employed  but  little 
navigation  directly,  while  those  from  Europe 
were  chiefly  obtained  in  exchange  for  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  other  staple  artides  of  ogri- 
cultore,  and  gave  occupation  directly  to  a  much 
larger  amount  of  tonnage.  Another  effect 
would  probably  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of 
these  articles  abroad  would  be  lowered,  with  a 
view  to  reciprocate  our  friendly  discrimination 
in  favor  of  European  silks.  Tram  one  power 
especially,  and  that  was  France,  we  might 
not  only  hope  this;  but  it  would  pvo  to 
her  some  substitnte  for  the  ^minution  oo- 
casioned  by  other  parts  of  this  very  bill,  in  onr 
present  trade  for  woollens  from  that  country, 
Bhould  any  objection  be  made  to  an  increase  of 
this  impost,  it  might  also  be  replied,  it  was  a 
tax  on  what  was  in  some  degree  a  Inznry,  and 
chiefly  used  by  the  wealthy,  while  this  same 


classes  of  society.  He  would  only  add,  il  thii 
time,  that  the  change  now  proposed  wis  in  tt- 
act  conformity  with  the  recommendstion  oft^ 
Oominittee  on  Manufactures,  in  1824:  sad  tin 
experience  of  three  years  had  shown  tb*  bo*- 
fits  of  the  discriminatitm  so  fnlly,  that  no  fnrtho 
ai^pmient  was  wanted,  he  th'ongbt,  lo  TOifr 
their  recommendation  m  ita  fullest  extent,  ni 
induce  us  to  make  the  whole  disciimiiistiia 
then  advised,  not  only  by  the  committM,  M 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commeroe  in  the  Sirt  <(» 
mercial  city  in  the  TJnion. 

Mr.  DtcKKBSON  smd  it  appeared  thittluiA- 
ject  of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  £i- 
crimination.  He  agreed  that  the  effect  hid 
been  to  reduce  the  amount  of  «lk  importrf 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  lad  i» 
thoueht  that  the  present  duty  was  prodneaf 
the  cnange  so  rapidly,  it  was  not  neceaMiytt 
increase  the  discrmiinatjon. 

Mr.  Webstzb  rose  to  make  a  single  ransi 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  discriminatirai,  nd 
to  propose  to  the  gentleman  f^m  Sev  Eiaf 
shire  to  fix  some  period  at  which  the  addiiioul 
duty  should  commence,  or  it  would  oftntt 
severely  on  the  merchants  whose  ships  b*d  it 
ready  been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  Hi.  , 
The  importers  of  this  description  of  goods  mi^ 
suffer  ffreat  loss,  nnless  the  amendment  vcn  ' 
so  modified  as  not  to  go  into  effect  until  ■ 
period  late  enough  to  save  their  orders,  alnsd; 
sent,  from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Slum,  of  Maryland,  made  a  feir  reanAi 
in  relation  to  the  importance  of  our  trads  ^ 
France.  He  cou^dered  it  to  be  onr  iotereEt  U 
be  on  the  best  terms  with  that  countrr,  m  ^ 
took  our  articles  in  return — aild  it  was  bet  &■ 
to  give  to  her  an  advantage  in  the  silk  tnd^ 
over  China,  where  we  were  obliged  to  [*f 
specie — although  he  had  wondered  Uist  w 
merchants  did  not  export  cotton  to  the  U» 
country,  as  the  experiment  had  been  ratw* 
folly  made  in  one  instance,  which  h«  ims- 

Mr.  BxsTOK  WAS  decidedly  in  fsvor  sf  thi 

§  reposed  amendment  He  was  in  favor  rf  tmJ 
iscrimination,  when  it  was  proposed  in  1^ 
and  the  beneficial  effects  produced  by  lie  *»■ 
crimination  of  five  per  centum,  imposed  it  tU 
time,  enconroged  him  to  carry  the  prisdfJ"  W 
the  point  now  proposed.  At  present ««  p* 
our  chief  supplies  of  ulks  from  Fnjii*,  &fr 
land,  and  the  East  Indies.  From  tlis  i^ 
place,  we  purchase  for  gold  and  idlver;  tr(a 
the  two  former,  for  the  prodncts  of  oiff  «*'■ 
"We  pay  for  French  and  English  silks  in  c<*M, 
rice,  and  tobacco ;  and  our  statisacsl  tibl« 
show  us  thot  onr  eiports,  in  these  irtitl««i  W 
one  of  the  European  powers,  France,  IM  ^ 
creased  nearly  threefold  since  1824.    It  la  ™ 

E art  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to  ke^P  'J* 
Lcresse  on  the  rise ;  and  the  doubling Ib«<^ 
criminating  duties  in  favor  of  Earopean  pW 
will  ooDbibate  to  effi»ot  that  o^ed  S«  ■"" 
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tor  acrioultore.  On  the  other  hand,  the  navi- 
gating  intereit  will  be  benefited  bj  the  some 
policy.  It  takes  but  little  tonnage  to  carrjr  the 
gold  and  ulver  to  China,  which  bringB  back, 
M7  three  million  dollars'  worth  of  silks ;  but  it 
would  require  at  least  80,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  freight  on  which  would  be  worth  (400,000, 
at  a  cent  tad  a  half  per  pound,  to  carry  as 
mnch  cotton  to  France  or  England  as  would 
porehaae  the  aaine  amonnt  of  silks  in  those 
Montries.  Thns  the  intereata  of  commerce,  of 
Bgricoltnre,  of  the  landholder,  and  ship  owner, 
are  both  ooucenied  in  fostering  the  silk  trade 
with  f>ance  and  England,  in  preference  to  that 
from  beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope ;  and 
erery  interest  is  concerned  in  pTomoting  a 
trade  which  ctmsnmes  the  product  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  preference  to  one  that  carries  off  its  gold 
and  silver. 

Mr.  WooDmrsT  modified  his  amendment  on 
the  sngfKstion  of  Kr.  WrasnB  so  as  to  make 
ila  operation  commenoe  on  the  Sd  day  of  June, 
lS29,and 

It  waa  agreed  to. 

1&.  Sjuth,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
■mend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  10th,  Ilth, 
12th,  and  18th  lines  of  the  8d  section,  which 
embraced  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  for 
which  ho  gare  as  one  of  his  reasons,  ttie  fall  in 
the  price  of  cotton;  since  the  duty  had  fallen 
•0  that  it  was  felt  severely  by  the  planters. 

B^ected. 

iCitMtlanMvi  Artielt*. 

Vt.  Tazzwkli.  moved  to  amend  by  striklug 
cot  the  duty  on  steel,  lead,  leaden  shot,  litha^e, 
Mange  mineral,  and  sugar  of  lead. 

Ur.  T.  said,  tlyt  he  had  made  the  proposiUon 
lor  the  purpose  of  making  a  single  remark  in 
tmweition  to  the  dnty.  All  the  lead  mines  in 
voa  eonntry,  of  any  valne,  were  the  property 
^fi>»  United  States.  It  seemed  to  him  an  ex- 
tKordinary  policy  that  the  Government  should 
increase  the  duty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
its  own  profits.  He  bad  rused  the  question  in 
order  that  it  mij^t  be  settled  whether  it  waa 
proper  that  the  Government  should  tax  the 
pe«]Ie  in  this  manner  for  its  own  profit, 

Tne  motion  was  decided  in  ^e  negative. 

Ur.  Bbstos  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
duty  on  oranges,  limes,  and  lomons,  as  he  ob- 
•erred,  to  protect  the  products  of  Florida. 

Bejected. 

Ur.  BstTTOX  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
dnty  of  M  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  olives, 
•weetmeats,  and  castor  oil. 

S^eoted. 

Ur.  Foot  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  dnty  on  imported  spirits ;  decided  in  the 
nentive. 

Ur.  SiuBEB  moved  to  insert  a  dnty  on  im- 
ported umbrellas.  [Mr.  8.  also  presented  a 
■■^Bmorial  of  mannfsctnrers  of  the  article,  pray- 
ing for  an  additional  dnty.j  The  motion  was 
i>ot  igreed  t«. 

Ifr.  Bmixh,  of  Md.,  moved  that  the  dote 
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"  80th  of  Jnne  "  be  stricken  out,  and  the  *  Irt 
of  September '  inserted,  (the  time  at  whioh  the 
bill  goes  into  operation ))  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JoHNBOiT,  of  Eentuoky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  a  proviso,  esempting  all 
hooka,  tracts,  &c.,  for  Bible  and  other  religious 
societies,  from  the  payment  of  tbe  duties  on 
such  articles. 

R^ected. 

Hr.  WiBCTZR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  portion  of  the  Btli  section, 
which  points  out  the  dnty  of  the  appraisers, 
and  empowers  them  to  fix  upon  the  value  of 
importations  independentiy  of  the  invoices. 

On  this  motion  discussion  arose,  in  which  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dioxebso!!,  Babnabd^ 
Van  BnaiN,  and  Sabnsd,  and  rapported  by 
Mr.  Wkbstbb. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  m 
motion  of  Mr.- Yak  BcBKir,  the  question  was 
decided  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  WooDBDKT  proposed  tbe  following 
amendment  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  molas- 
ses :  add  at  the  end  of  8d  section  SOth  line, 
the  following  words :  "  except  such  as  the  h<dd- 
cr  tiiereof  ^all  give  sutScient  bond  shall  not 
be  distilled ;  and,  tm  all  such,  6  cents  per  gallon." 

Negatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  tho 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  the  yeas  having 
been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  fdlowing  vote : 

Teas. — Mesara.  Bsmord,  Barton,  Batemaa,  Ben- 
ton, Boulignj,  Chase,  Dickenon,  Eaton,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ej.,  Eane,  Knight, 
Hcljine,  Usiks,  Noble,  Kidgelj,  Rowan,  Ragles, 
Sanford,  Sejmour,  Thomas,  Tan  Bnren,  Webster, 
Wiilcj— 26. 

Satb. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Broach,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  EIliB,  Hsyne,  Johnslon  of  Louisiana, 
King,  UcKinlej,  Uocon,  Farris,  Bobbins,  gilsbee, 
Smith  of  ISA.,  Smith  of  S.  Carolina,  Tuewcll,  Tyler, 
White,  WiUioiss,  Woodbury— 21, 

TuMDAY,  May  18, 
Th»  liiriff'Sill. 

The  bill  making  alterations  in  the  several 

■,ti  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill 
pass)" 

Mr.  HA7m  spoke  at  lengtli  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  and  entered  a  solemn  protest  agunst  it, 
as  a  partial,  nigost,  and  unconstitutional  meas- 
nre,  and  concluded  by  moving  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill;  on  whioh  the  qnea* 
tion  being  token  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  de- 
cided in  tjbe  negative. 

Tbe  question  then  oocnning  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  following  vote : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batemon,  Bea- 
ton, Boulignr,  Chase,  Dickenon,  Eaton,  Foot,  Hoi^ 
risen,  Heodiwks.  Johnaon  of  Ky.,  Kane,  Kni^^ 
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Hcl^e,  UmAk,  Noble,  Bidg«l]r,  Bovui,  Bnf 
Swfbrd,  Scjnour,  Tlioiu**,  Tu  Buren,  Wet 
Willej— 26. 

Natb. — Mean.  B«rHeii,  Bnnch,  Chunbcn,  Cfau- 
dler,  Cobb,  Bllii,  Bajat,  JobDBton  of  Loniaiui&, 
KioR,  HcEinlej,  Hicon,  FarriB,  Sobbioi,  Sil^bee, 
ScniUi  of  Uiijlaod,  BmlCh  of  South  Cuolinft,  Tue- 
well,  Tjler,  Whiu,  WiUiami,  Wiwdbnrj— 21. 

So  the  bill  w&s  passed,  and  retnnied  to  the 
Eoiue  of  RepreseDt&tiT«a,  for  conanrrenca  ' 


TRVBSDAr,  Maj- 15. 

Fntident  Fro  Tamjtore. 

The  Secretary  having  p»en  notice  of  the  ab- 

■ence  of  the  Vice  President  &om  the  Chair,  the 

Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 


Mr.  Haoon  rose,  and  returned  thanks  to  the 
Senate  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him  but 
wished  to  decline  serving, 

ICr.  Tazewell  then  moved  that  Mr.  Maooit 
he  exeoaed  from  serving  as  President  pro  tern. 
This  motion  havine  beco.  agreed  to  another 
ballot  was  taken,  and 

Mr.  SitiTo,  of  Maryland,  was  duly  elected ; 
and,  having  been  condncted  to  the  Chair,  by 
Messrs.  Maoon  and  Habbisoit,  briefly  addressed 
the  Senate;  making  acknowledgments  for  the 
confidence  which  haid  been  reposed  in  him,  and 
the  honor  conferred  npon  him,  and  which  had 
been  entirely  nnexpected  on  his  part  It  was 
so  long  since  he  had  occnpied  the  Chair,  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  order  were,  per- 
haps, less  perfect  than,  from  the  length  of  his 
service  in  Congress,  might  he  supposed,  and  he 
might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  forbearance  of 
hisfelloW'Senators;  bnt  he  conld  assnre  them 
that  he  shonid  discharge  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 

Fbidat,  May  IS. 
Breeet  Sanh. 

The  bill  to  abolish  Brevet  rank  in  the  Amy 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wbbgtkb  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  the 
reasons  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  Habtiibow  reined,  and  read  a  report 
upon  the  subject  The  number  of  Breveted 
Officers  in  our  Army  was  very  great,  so  much 
80,  that  the  system  was  considered  an  evil  by 
the  officers  themselves.  The  bill  would  have 
no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or  those 
who  were  now  entitled  to  Brevets.  He  ob- 
served that  the  task  which  had  been  imposed 
on  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aff^rs  had  been  a  very  disagreeable  one ; 
as,  take  whatever  conrse  they  might,  it  was  not 
snpposed  that  they  could  give  entire  satisfhc- 

Mr.  Wbbstib  said,  that  the  subject  was  new 
to  him;  and  he  thought  it  reqni red  considera- 
tion.   As  he  nnderstmd  tlie  gentlttnan  the  bill 


had  the  same  effect  on  those  who  bid  tmi 
ten  years,  ason  those  who  wereatitMtotti 
Brevet  for  the  gallantry  of  thar  explmli.  & 
saw  the  difficulty  of  the  snbjectwhidihadbn 
mentioned  by  Uie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  It 
might  be,  that  those  who  were  ^ready  Bnrtlri 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  system  sbonid  it 
done  away.  Bnt  what  do  thoee  under  tba 
say  ?  This  wanted-inqoiry. 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TuuDAT,  May  20. 
CUtafeaie  and  Ohio  Canal, 

Mr.  BxNnBtoKB  moved  to  take  up  thelilti 
authorize  the  subscription  to  stock  m  thf  Ch» 
apeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company ;  whicL  n 
decided  in  the  afflrmative. 

Mr.  HamiiucKB,  in  reply  to  some  reowtatf 
Mr.  SHrrH,  of  South  Carolina,  obsemd  lU 
this  was  not  a  western  measure.  Not  M 
dollar  wonld  be  expended  west  of  tb«  ifi)- 
ghany  mountains.  So  &r  from  this  beinf  i» 
cose,  by  the  express  language  of  the  bill,  tb 
canal  was  to  terminate  at  Comberkcd.  Tb 
being  the  &ct,  it  was  not  fair  to  irgne  M 
they  were  pressing  western  measures,  in  prf 
erence  to  others,  upon  the  notice  of  Conrta 
He  did  not,  however,  think,  as  othen  cBd,i 
long  series  of  years  would  elapse  before  i 
wonld  pass  tbe  Allegbanies.  He  bcJieved  tb^ 
in  a  few  years,  the  stock  of  the  compAoymidd 
become  as  valnable  as  that  of  tbe  Eric  Ciu( 
and  that  it  would  be  supported  by  subseripliM 
from  every  quarter.  It  bad  been  aMumedAiC 
this  measure  was  commenced  by  GtH^RA 
This  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  emanittd  bn 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  vbich  ptwd  ■ 
act  to  incorporate  the  company  in  18!*.  S» 
""it  period  other  confirmatory  acts  had  b« 

wed.  Mr.  U.  here  detailed  the  vsrioia  M 
relation  to  the  abject  nnder  considcntiK 
He  then  gave  a  succinct  history  of  tba  nriA 
surveys,  snd  thwr  results,  which  were  ligMf 
favorable  to  the  pn^ect  He  leferred  ts  Us 
resnlt  of  the  Erie  and  Qiamplain  cansls:  b1 
expressed  an  opinion  that  tha  stock  in  At 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  would  benon  » 
valnable  as  in  those  works.  He  ctm^dotd  il 
highly  importent,  as  forming  a  bond  of  miia 
between  the  east  and  the  west. 

Mr.  Maooii  otwerved  that  he  had  bnt  ■  A* 
words  to  eay  on  this  subject  He  hsd  b^ 
soma  time  dnce,  that  the  constitatioii  n> 
dead  and  gone,  and  he  shonid  not  speak  of  tb 
constitutionality  of  the  measure.  Hs  ^f^ 
also  say  notfaiog  of  Its  effect  upon  tin  j^^ 
debt,  becaose  a  public  debt  was  now  coondiM 
a  public  blesnng.  He  looked  npon  this  bin  i> 
the  light  of  a  partnership  to  be  entered  U> 
by  the  Govemmeut  with  a  number  of  indin- 
nals ;  and,  said  Mr.  M^  before  I  entti'  iM 
pnrtnership  with  a  man  I  should  lika  to  bov 
who  he  is,  and  what  is  his  standing.  I  d>^ 
abk,  l«forehand,  is  he  ablet  is  be  good  tt  Ut 
bank!  ishisrepntationikirf  Snt  Coagits"* 
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■boot  to  go  loto  this  porttmship  without  iaoir- 
ing  who  tbej  ore  to  ba  coimeot«d  with.  He 
Ihmidit  the  oorpontiou  of  the  District  of  Oo- 
[nmbta  ware  now  imtBtaeatlj  tued  wiihont 
nring  into  farther  erabamMmeota.  Bat  the 
QoTernmenl  woald  have  to  bear  the  bnrtlien, 
■  in  the  case  of  the  Onmberland  rood,  the  es- 
Mue  on  which  would  laiit  as  long  as  the 
SoTenunent  itself.  He  had  offered  a  readit- 
lioti,  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  seeuoD,  on  the 
n^eot  of  that  ro«d,  hut  it  had  never  been 
r^oTted  on.  He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
Ontnberland  rood  altogether.  Bat  it  wasHud 
Siat  the  work  conld  not  go  on  unless  CoDgrees 
nbaeribed  the  million ;  so  that  it  appeared  that 
IIm  whole  d^)eDdB  on  gettiug  the  United  StaUs 
}jr  the  liaod.  Thej  had  but  a  few  daje  eince 
paased  amoet  enormoos  tariff  which  must  have 
KHM  effect  on  the  revenne — to  what  extent  he 
lid  not  know;  bat,  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  seem 
io  be  the  time  for  entering  >nto  other  grand 
irojecta.  Aa  to  the  canal  Btock  in  the  State  of 
!Tew  York,  he  thought  it  belonged  to  the  Ststa, 
ind  that  there  were  no  etockholder^  whioh 
Hade  qnite  a  different  case  from  this.  He  knew 
w  other  oonfflderation  oo  which  it  could  be 
npported,  hnt  the  design  to  keep  up  the  pnb- 
io  debt  forerer.  That  speared  to  be  the 
tigect.  There  were  many  reasons  agninst  the 
irqect;  blithe  would  oolj  mention  Fennsjl- 
nnia  was  abont  to  make  another  canal ;  Balti- 
Dore  was  abonl  making  a  rulroad  which 
ronid  affect  the  same  section  of  country  tliroagh 
vhich  this  oaaal  was  to  pass;  so  that  the; 
rould  interflBre  with  the  snoscriptions  to  stock 
a  tills  company,  and  It  would  be  a  long  time 
wfore  BQbscmptions  by  private  indiridnals  ia 
V  great  aoiooDt,  wonld  be  made. 
He  did  not  believe  in  artifidal  regnlatiotu  to 
indtwether  the  difibreotsectionsof  the  oonn- 
ty.  Th^  mnst  be  bonnd  tt^tber  by  love. 
L  durable  public  o]Hnion  cannot  be  boD|^t.  The 
loment  yon  eease  dealing  ont  the  price  for 
ids  sentiment,  it  stops.  Good  will  and  a  fel- 
}w  feeling  most  do  it.  He  was  sorry  to  per- 
live  that  those  wbo  formerly  voted  with  bim, 
nd  were  able  to  discuss  the  sabjeot,  had,  in 
lis  instance^  abandoned  thur  gronnd. 


Vkdbxsdat,  Uay  31. 

CitKiptait  aitd  Ohio  Conol. 

The  bm  was  taken  np,  to  antborize  the  mh- 

Tiption  to  stock  in  the  Oheaapeake  and  Ohio 

ansL 

The  jtM  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
igrossiflff  the  hill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  £aton,  It 
•s  dedded  In  the  affirmative,  by 
Tiu. — U«Mis.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bou- 


iMs,  Johntoa  of  Kentucky,  J 


soe,  Kii%  Kni^  HcKIoley,  McLuw,  Mari:s; 
kbte,  Bidgely,  Robbiiu,  Bowaii,  RugglM,  Seymour, 
ibce.  Smith  of  lUryland,  Tboma^Webster,  Wil- 


Kats. — Messrs.  Benton,  .Benien,  Branch,  Chin- 
dler,  Cobb,  DiclierBon,  EUis,  Hayne,  Hacon,  Fanis, 
Sinfcrd,  Smith  of  South  Caroliiia,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  Williams,  Woodbury— 17. 


Fbidat,  Vat  28. 
i>uty  PA  Wint$. 
The  bin  to  reduce  the  dnty  on  imported 
wines  was   taken  up    in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
Mr.  WooDBUBT  observed  that  he  had  made 
me  preparation  to  give  a  ftall  view  of  the  ben- 
Its  ufcely  to  result  from  a  reviuon  of  the  pre»< 
ent  duticfl  on  wines,  but  this  was  not  a  period 
of  the  session  when  such  a  view  oould  be  use- 
fol.    The  bill  now  before  ns  must  be  taken  as  it 
is,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests  be  re- 
ceived without  discussion,  or  no  time  will  re- 
main for  any  change  whatever  to  be  made  in 
the  existdng  tariff.    He  would  then  merelystate 
the  roateriiil  alterations  effected  by  this  bill,Bnd 
the  probable  effects,  from  its  paasage,  on  our 
imerce  and  revenue.    It  reduced  the  dnUes 
Madeira  one-half,  because  it  was  now  to 


was  fnlly  developed  in  the  documents  that  had 
been  laid  on  our  tables  this  season,  but  which 
there  was  not  time  or  perhnps  necessity  now  to 
read,  .  The  wines  of  Franoe  and  Germany  that 
before  paid  tlie  same  duty  with  Madeira,  wen 
DOW  required  to  pa^  only  80  cents  per  gallon, 
because  the  qnnntity  of  that  description  im-. 
Dorted  was  small,  and  the  trade  for  them  most- 
ly a  barter  trade,  highly  advantageoos  to  this 
country.  The  duty  on  claret,  in  casks,  waa 
lowered  to  10  cents  per  gallon,  but  still  it  waa 
as  high,  and,  indeed,  higher,  on  the  first  cost  of 
claret,  than  the  duty  on  Madeira.  This  last 
wine  had  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life  in 
theeonthern  part  of  onr  Union,  and  an  increase 
of  the  use  of  it,  by  a  rednetion  of  the  do^, 
wonld  increase  the  exchange  market  for  some  oi 
our  most  valuable  staples,  encb  as  cotton,  tobao- 
o,  and  rice.  The  changes  thos  far  did  not 
^ffer  very  eaaentJally  traa  those  contained  ia 
the  Ull  which  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  Bnt 
the  next,  and,  in  hia  view,  one  of  the  moat  Im- 
portant ehangea,  waa  in  donbllng  the  present 
doty  on  non^Dimiemted  wioes.  By  the  pres- 
ent law  it  is  10  cents  per  gaUoD ;  last  year  IB 
cents  was  proposed;  by  the  bill  befwe  na  80 
centa  per  i^lon.  These  non-ennmemted  wines 
inclnded  something  like  &8-40lbs  of  the  whole 
Importation  of  wines  into  the  United  States  dnr- 
ing  the  last  three  yesra.  Thna,  in  1825,  the 
whole  quantity  was  3,638,640  gallons,  of  which 
the  non-enumerated  wines  were  2,l}T8,B69  gal- 
lons ;  in  1626  the  whole  was  8,780,C74,  and  th« 
nou-ennmerated  2,017,687;  and  in  1837  tka 
whole  3,767,893,  and  the  non-enumerated  3,- 
048,2M.  Gentlemen  will  thus  see  that  only  15 
cents  per  gallon  haa  been  paid  on  ahont  88-iOtha 
of  all  the  wine  impinted,  while,  by  the  pco- 
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nosed  bill,  80  cento  per  gsUon  -would  be  paid. 
This  cbuige  will  not  only  prevent  frtkada  oaos- 
ed  by  bringing  io  wines  of  bigh  value  at  a  low 
dnty,  nnder  names  not  ennmerated  in  the  prea- 
ent  tariff,  bnt  will  tend  to  equalize  the  dnties 
mnch  nearer  than  they  now  aie,  aocwrding  to 
the  first  cost  of  the  different  kinds  of  wine. 

He  would  Bay  no  more,  under  the  pressure  of 
business  now  on  our  tables,  except  to  state  that 
the  whole  revenue  on  winea  would  be  increas- 
ed between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars by  the  preaent  bill,  provided  precisely  the 
same  importations  took  place  hereafter,  as  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  and  provided  the  calcu- 
lation be  made  on  the  i«iie  quantity  of  oon- 
numerated  winea.  The  revenue  on  wine  was 
last  year,  |711,790.  Bnt  compute  the  duties  on 
the  ftanie  importations  aocord'ug  to  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  withont  altering  the  quantity  of 
son-eDuinersted  wines,  and  the  rereuue  would 
be  over  820,000  dollars.  But  under  this  bill, 
donbtlesa,  the  non-enumerated  wines  will  be 
much  less  in  quantity ;  and  yet  the  friends  of 
tbia  bill  believed  the  whole  importations  would 
be  much  augmented  nnder  its  provisions,  and 
the  revenue  in  that  way  still  improved,  Con- 
(ddsrlng,  (hen,  the  probable  benefits  to  agricul- 
ture, navigation,  and  revenue,  from  the  proposed 
changes,  and  that  it  was  now  too  late  for  any 
amendment  to  be  aafely  made,  he  trneted  the  bill 
would  meet  with  little  or  no  opposition. 

Ur.  Csanhi-kb  said,  that  the  Senate  had  with- 
in a  few  days  passed  a  bill  increasing  the  duties 
on  articles  of  necessity.  Aa  this  was  an  article 
of  luinry,  and  was  chiefly  used  by  the  rich,  he 
waa  opposed  to  taking  off  the  duties,  either  on 
non-eonmerated  or  on  any  description  of  wines. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the  question ; 
which  being  token,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrosaed  by  the  following  vote: 

Tiu,  — Uessra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bon1)(^y, 
Branch,  Chambers,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hsyue,  Johnston  of  Loulaiatia,  Kane,  UcLane, 
HicOQ,  Gidgely,  Bobbing  Bilsbee,  Smith  of  Vary- 
Isnd,  Taieiceli,  Tyler,  Vm  Bureo,  Webster,  WU- 
liama,  Woodbury— 26, 

Nits.  —  Uessra.  Chandler,  Chose,  Dtckerson, 
Enigbt  Hsiks,  Noble,  Farm,  Boggles,  Seymour, 
Waiey-lO, 

Office  of  Jii^.  Om«rdl  and  Brewt  Sank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hasbuok,  the  bill  A-om  the 
other  House,  to  abolish  the  office  of  U%)or  Gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  United  Statee,  waa  taken 
np. 

Mr.  Hasriso!!  offered  an  amendment,  in  snb- 
etxnce,  to  abolish  brevet  rank. 

Ur.  Webstes  said  he  was  disposed  to  vote 
agdnsttheamendment  under  any  ciroQinatance. 
Within  three  days  of  the  close  of  the  session,  it 

seemed  improper  to  insert  new  nutter 

from  the  Honsa,  which  they  had  not  tin 
upon.  He  saw  no  difference  between  sending  a 
new  bill  to  the  House,  and  sending,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  subject  which  was  en- 
tirely new  to  tbem.    The  nie  waa  adopted, 


that  no  new  bill  should  be  acted  upon  dniif 
tills  period,  to  prevent  hurried  legislation.  Bd 
this  mode  would  be  an  evsson  of  that  ink. 
He  was  not  Informed  upon  the  subject,  and  Ci 
not  understand  it  sufficiently  to  sctaatia&etatSy 
to  himself. 

Ur.  Haxbuos  withdrew  Lis  motim  te 
amend. 

The  question  occmred  on  ordering  the  bBI  to 

a  third  reading,  which  was  decided  by 

TaiB.— McBsrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dkfco- 

n,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,   Hayno,   Mcl-Bne.  lUoa, 

b'oble,  ParriB,  Howin,  Sanford,  Smith  of  South  Ck- 

olina,  Taiewell,  Tyler,  Van  Boren,  Williama,  Wos*- 

Katb. — Uessn.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Btf» 
man,  Boulignj,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricka.  Jet*- 
ston  of  Lou.,  Ktiight,  UcEinley,  Hnri^  Eii— ^ 
Bobbins,  Bugglei,  Seymour,  Slibee,  Smith  of  1 
land,  Thomas,  Webstet^-SO. 

So  the  bill  waa  lost. 

Satcsd^t,  Uaj  24. 

On  motion  of  Ur,  DicKiBsoir  the  .joint . 
IntioQ  from  the  other  House,  relftlive  to  lb 
printing  of  the  two  Honsea,  waa  considered. 

The  object  of  the  reaolntion  was  cxplaJDii 
by  Ur.  DiOxsBsos  to  be  to  economiza  Epaoa  asi 
expense.  As  the  printing  was  oow*  execnie^ 
a  whole  page  waa  taken  np  in  the  title,  aal 
tlie  documents  had  otherwise  much  Uaak 
space,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  reeolctioa 
to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeas  aod  naji  n 
small  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  ^ca- 
ments  in  consecutive  order,  would  cootribctt 
very  eesentially  to  this  oljject,  etc  By  oortect- 
ing  this  mode^f  arrangement,  they  would  tit 
rendered  more  accessible,  bewdea  aaving  a  eo»- 
aderable  annual  expenditure. 

The  resolation  was  ordered  to  «  third  nad- 


lOg. 

Suppremicn  of  th4  Slate  TYade. 

The  bill  for  the  snppreesicHi  of  the  dave  trads 
was  taken  up. 

Ur.  Hatkx  remarked,  that  he  bad  Tcstetd^ 
addreaaed  himself  to  those  gentlemen  who  had 
charge  of  this  hill,  for  information  aa  to  tba 
laree  appropriation  in  the  first  section,  of  80,000 
doUars,  Tnat  information  he  had  not  received, 
and  he  now  asked  it  again. 

Ur.  Euro  aaid,  that  this  arnn  hud  been  fixed 
npon,  after  a  fnll  investigation,  by  the  Ommit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  of  the  other  Hooae. 
On  inquiry,  he  had  heard,  that  the  som  «>s 
much  larger  as  first  proposed ;  but  that  tbt 
committee  had  cut  it  down;  and,  at  its  pceaent 
amount,  was  not  sufficient  to  send  out  then 
slaves  already  in  tlie  country.  He  trusted  tbd 
no  gentleman  would  require  an  exact  estimatt 
of  the  expensea  to  occnr  under  thia  appnqiria- 
tion;  because  it  conld  not  bo  given,  aa  thty 
must  depend  on  unforeseen  circnmstancea.  lbs 
items  oould  not  be  anticipated,  and  the  ooaaxet- 
tee  took  the  gross  amount,  and  made  tba  ^>- 
propriation  to  cover  it.    This  was  the  osiTKnl 
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vactiee,  and  waa  perfeotl;  proper,  w,  if  the 
ixpenditare  was  over  the  amoQiit  given,  the 
tlQecta  oonld  only  be  executed  as  far  as  it 
rent;  and  if  below,  it  would  I'emt^Il  in  the 
[keaniy,  to  be  appUed  to  the  uezt  fear's  ap- 
wopriatioD.  The  moaey  could  not  be  applied 
o  other  olfjects;  beooose  proper  and  legitimate 
mrpoaea  would  absorb  it  If  gentlemen  dislik- 
id  the  prindple  on  whioh  tliiB  proviaion  was 
lude,  the  rep«al  of  the  general  law  woold  meet 
heir  object    But  he  uionght  this  bill  Bhoold 


bonded  on  a  just  olum.  He  had  acted  tinder 
he  general  law,  and  he  oonld  not  obtun  ex- 
Mises  which  he  had  inonrred  nnder  that  law, 
mleasbjthebilL  EehopedthBtnoolfjeolionta 
he  general  law  wonld  atop  Uie  pn^T^aa  of  this 
neaiare. 

l£r.  0BA3IOIXB  aaked  whether  a  report  had 
Ken  raceived  of  the  mode  in  which  the  expen- 
litnre  for  this  object  had  formerly  been  madel 

Ur.  Kiso  said,  that  an  acooont  of  every  item 
lad  been  rendered.  He  kaew  that  a  certain 
nmhad  b«en  applied  to  the  Oolonization  Soctetj, 
rhioh  was  considered  an  improper  appropria- 
ioD;  bnttbat  ooght  not  tooperateon  the  pBs- 
■geofthiabilL 

Mr.  Hatnx  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
aasage  of  this  billj  but  to  protest  against  the 
aaoner  in  which  it  had  been  brought  before 
he  Senate.  It  had  been  presented  here  with 
u  pwer,  with  no  document,  with  no  estimate. 
nurnad  noeridence  to  go  npon.  This  was 
rhat  he  objected  ta  He  knew  that  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Alabama  waa  not  a  member  of  tljo 
iomniitt«e  to  which  it  waa  refcrrible ;  but  he 
lad  endeavored,  without  much  auecesa,  to  ob- 
ain  ioformstlon.  Jlr.  H.  had  no  doubt  that 
hedaimof  the  Marahal  of  Alabama  wasa  joat 
ne;  but  he  objected  altogether  to  the  method 
t  introducing  the  payment  of  an  individual 
laim  into  a  bul  nommall j  to  sa[q>rees  the  slave 
rade.  This  amalgamation  of  oljeotoembarraas- 
<i  him  eztremdT'.  He  mnat  vote  for  the  bill, 
t  he  ahould  aid  to  deprive  the  Mtuthal  of  Ala- 
mmaof  aoompensatjon  towhtoh  he  wasjustlj 
ntitled.  He  repeated  bia  olgection  to  this 
Bode  of  lopalation,  and  aaid  he  shonld  vote  for 
Ua  bill ;  but,  uid  he,  if  I  live  to  come  back  to 
ha  Senate  next  year,  I  pledge  myaelf  to  take 
aaasurea  to  <ibt«n  a  most  rigid  examination  of 
be  maimer  in  whiob  the  expenditore  has  been 

Hr.  Uaooh  moved  to  strike  out  the  fint  aeo- 
ion,  providing  $80,000  to  restore  negroes  to  the 
oait  of  Africa. 

lEr.  CHuiBXBfl  B^d,  that  the  appropriation 
rai  abaolatelj  necessary  to  OSTTT  into  effect  the 
ibjectof  thelaw.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
lad  stated  ooirectlT-  the  difficulty  in  makingout 
he  estimate!  for  porposee  whidh  most  be  oon- 
ingent,  from  their  very  nature.  It  waa  not  a 
Mse  where  coet  and  ohargM  could  be  computed 
it  the  outset  The  snm  point«d  out  by  reosona- 
ile  probability,  had  been  fixed  upon,  and  that 


had  been  cut  down  in  theotber  House.  As  to 
the  claims  of  the  Marshal  of  Alabama,  the  pledge 
of  the  GoTemineDt  had  been  contracted  to  pay 
the  expeoses  which  be  hod  inonrred.  Ue  hoped 
the  biU  would  pass. 

The  qneetiou  being  then  put  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  M1.0011,  it  was  r^eoted,  and  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

Miami  GmaL 

Ur.  SnooLES  moved  that  the  Senate  take  op 
the  bill  to  aid  tlie  State  of  Ohio  to  moke  the 
Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr,  OoBB  opposed  i^  on  the  gronnd  that 
there  waa  not  tmiefor  diaoussionnpon  asal^eot 
•o  important  Congress  had  already  given 
176,000  dollars  this  year  for  roads  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Rdoolbs  said,  that  the  objeotioa  did  not 
come  with  a  good  grace,  from  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  nad  consumed  much  time 
during  the  last  week.  He  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
long debate,  and  was  willing  to  take  the  vote  at 
once  npon  the  bill, 

Mr.  Cobb  stud,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  found  oat  that  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  oocnpied 
mnch  time  during  the  week,  and  he  deserved  a 
leather  medal  for  the  diacoveiy.  Id  the  discus- 
sion of  the  canal  bills  he  occnpied  no  more  time 
than  hia  duty  made  incumbent  upon  him.  If 
the  gentleman  alladed  to  the  Eiecotive  bunnesa 
of  the  week,  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  certainly  not  oou- 
samed  much  time  in  debate  in  secret  sesMon, 
He  repeated  his  objectaons  to  taking  up  the 
bill. 

Mr.  OoAiiDLXB  said  it  waa  too  late  to  take  np  a 
bill  of  s^  mnch  importance,  and  which  contem- 
plated a  Ibi^  gift  of  land  to  the  .State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Habbisok  said  tbat^  if  the  gentleman 
would  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  bill,  he 
would  Bad  that  the  gift  of  land  was  to  the 
United  States,  and  would  make  their  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  mnch  more  valosble.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by 

Tiis. — Henra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ben* 
ton,  Bonligny,  Chambers,  Chue,  E&ton,  HurUoo, 
Hendricks,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  UcKiolej,  Harks, 
Ifoble,  Bidgsly,  Bobbins,  Rona,  Roggles,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Smith  of  Uaryland,  Thomas,  Willey,  Wil> 
Uams— 24. 

Nats.— Moans.  Bnmcb,  Chuidler,  Cobb,  Dickei^ 
■on,  Ellis,  Hajne,  EiuKht,  If  cLane,  Macon,  Sanfold, 
Taiewell,  Tyler,  Tan  Buren,  Woo^Huy — 14. 


If  ONDAT,  Hay  20. 

Mr.  WooDDUBT  moved  that  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
inform  him  that  the  Senate  had  conclndi:d  ita 
buaineaa,  and  to  asoert^  whether  he  had  any 
farther  commniucation  to  make;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Macos  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Honse  of  Representatives,  to  convey  tha 
aame  inftomation ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 
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Measn.  ILloov  and  Woodbubt  wera  then 
appointed  a  oommlUee  to  wait  upon  the  Frwi- 

A^ovmment. 
A  menage  vaa  reoetved  from  the  EoD«e  of 
KepreBsntativeB,  informing  that  thej  had  ap- 
pomted  Messrs.  Wiuoht,  of  Ohio,  and  Bioxut- 
Bos,  of  New  Tork,  aa  a  Joint  Oommittee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Hoqmi  to  irait  on  the  Fnwdeat 


of  the  United  States,  and  inftwni  him  ths 
Oongreaa  was  now  readr  to  adjoom. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  SmiS* 
then  jfnned  that  from  the  Hoose,  and  waited 
on  the  Prerident,  and,  shortly  after,  Hr.  Mioof, 
from  the  Joint  oommittee,  reported  that  the 
President  had  instructed  tbem  to  inform  lit 
Senate,  that  he  hod  no  fbrther  oon: 
to  malte  to  Congress. 

The  Bfloate  acgonnied,  fine  die. 
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UoNDAT,  Deoember  8, 1B97. 
T7i«  noDM  wu  oalled  U>  order  by  ilArnnnr 
Bt.  Culik  OiABxa,  Clerk  of  the  Boiue,  preeiM- 
Ij  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  Roll  of  tlie  Honse 
bemg  cslled  over  bj  States,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  present  two  hnndred  ana  saven  Mem- 
ber^ out  of  two  handred  and  thirteen,  and 
twodelegdtosfromTerritories;  Whereupon, the 
Eodse  prooeeded  to  hallot  for  a  Spsazbb. 

lb.  SpKAan  asd  Ur.  HATtm  being  named 
Tellere,  reported  the  following  as  the  reanlt  of 
the  balloting : 

For  Akdkiw  8TXTxna>,  of  Tlrrinla,     lU 

Tor  JoBH  W.  TiTLom,  of  Htm  Toit,        Bi 

For  P.  P.  BiBDODK,0fTIr^iila,         •         4 

Battering  Totea,  -  -  S 

Ahdskw  STETtHBOir,  of  Virginia,  having  re- 

oeived  a  m^orit;  of  the  whole  nomber  of  votes, 

was  deohtred  to  be  dolj  elected. 


r  imiBgita  or  thx  houbk  ov  kepsk- 

SXNTATITE8. 
ihn  AndsnoB,  Suanel  Batnun,  Bafu  Heln- 
tln,  JmnUi  O'Srlm,  Jung*  W.  Blplej,  Pelag  e[>n|ri»i 
JoHt*^  r.  Wlngato. 

jr*v  flwjuMfa— DiTld  Bukar,  Jr.,  lalubod  Bufldtt, 
nta  BniwB,  JoHph  Hm1«7,  Jouthin  Strnj,  Thoum 
'WUTplo.Jr. 

FimiML— B«n}iiDilB  BwUt,  Dulal  A.  A.  BnA,  Joiuthu 
But,  BoUIn  a  UmJIuj,  OMCfa  E.  WiIh. 

JfiHMrtUwtf*.— BmbmI  a  Allad,  JebB  Biller,  Ihu  0. 
Bata^  B.  W.  CmvnlMhield,  Jsbn  DiTli,H«Bcr  W.  Dwlght, 

Xdnrd  Ersntt,  B«B]uii[a  Sorium,  Hndgu,  laha 

IjKk*,  JabD  BhkI,  Jonpli  Bldardwii,  JgliB  Viirtiuin. 

MaOt  AbtML— Trlitnin  Bo^ca,  Dntea  1.  Piatt. 

dXHUiiMeot— Joltn  BtldwlB,  Nam  Buber,  Bidph  J.  Id- 
■aTMdl,  Onagi  llarwlD.  Eltiha  Phttpt.  Dnld  PUnl 

JTnc  Tert.-t)mB\ti  D,  Bunard,  Oeorge  O.  Baldan,  Ed- 
dolpta  BnDBnv  0.  C  Cunbnlani;  Sunnil  ChiM,  John  G. 
dsA,  JollB  D.  DIsUBKin,  Joua  Eiidl,  Jr^  Dulel  Q.  Ova- 
Mjr, Hitbuilel Oamnr,  Jolm  LDt  flnO;  JdIib  BiUecli,  Jr„ 
Sdah  B.  BobMe,  XtrUa  Hatnnu,  Jaivroiu  Jolmwn,  Blchud 
Xmm,  Hamr  UiAiU,  Baur  a  XutlBlil*,  &iidl*r  KirtlB, 

TouEC— 99 


d  tbe  Eonae  In  the  fbUowing 

honor  which  7011  have  been  pleswd  to  eooftr  upon 
me,  I  un  penatisted  with  feelii^  ti  profouid  t^ 
■peel,  aad  the  deepest  gratitade,  and  I  reodva  it 
■■  the  most  flattering  tasUmonv  of  vonr  oonfideuea 
and  &Tor.  The  offios  of  Speaker  of  this  Eons*  has 
been  jostlj  comidered  one  of  high  and  exalted  ehu- 
■cter — arduous,  in  relatioD  to  tM  abilities  neessnir 
to  Its  eiecDtloii,  and  Mverelj  respMkmble  and  labor- 
ions.  It«  honor  la  to  ba  roeuared  bj  no  ordbiar; 
standard  of  valoe.  Tha  indiTidual,  therefiire,  who 
ahall  fill  thia  chair  to  his  own  raputaUon,  and  (he 
advantage  of  the  House,  must  be  disUngnttbed  aUke 
bj  k&owled^  iDtesritj,  and  dlligenoe ;  he  should 
possess  an  imputialitj  which  seonres  oonfldenm ; 
a  dignit  J  that  commands  reapeot ;  and  a  tamper  and 
a&abiUt  J  that  disarms  contention.  Fiom  his  gansial 
character  snd  penottal  qnalitiss,  be  nnst  derive  a 


Jobs  If^sa,  Joha  lliriuid,  ThoDut  J.  Oikl*r,  B.TiB  BoM- 
•aliar,  Hanrr  &  Hunt,  Jubm  fltnuic,  Jebn  <i.  Btows^ 
John  W.  Tijlor,  Fhlseu  L.  Tnaj-,  OsUu  □.  Tsipluiaki 
AuoB  Wart,  JobB  i.  Woed,  BOM  Waal,  D 
Bllu  Wright,  Jr. 

Jf*u  ATMJF.— Lswls  Condlct,  Oaoiia    ] 
Plaraon,  Bunnal  flwui,  Hedga  ^ompMO,  El 
ij  Johu,  Jr. 


phaa  Bulow,  Junaa  Bnehuu,  Sli 
Forwud,  Joaaph  Fraj,  Jr.,  limaa  Onan,  Samoai  D.  ThjImm^ 
Oaorga  Knmar,  Adam  King,  Jotaph  Lawranea,  Daalal  B. 
UiUar,  Charlu  Ulnar,  John  Ultehall,  Samnat  llaEaao, 
Bobart  Orr.  Jr„  Wllliim  BaOMj,  jDbli  Baifaant,  Jamis  & 
Btaphausii,  Jolui  B.  Bcaricant  Andrav  filawai^  Joal  B. 
BatlierUDd,  Eqif  Tan  Hania,  Jamai  Wilson,  Oaorf*  VoU. 

JTiHvIaiut,— Jotia  Bun*]',  Chmant  Dona^,  Larln  Qala, 
John  Latda  Satr,  Patar  LItUa,  Iflehsal  C  Sprigi,  O.  a  W«(k- 
Ington,  John  0.  Waama,  Epbnim  K.  Wilson. 

niVfitta.— Bobart  Allm,  Uatk  Alaundsr,  THUam  fl, 
thai,  William  Anutnuig,  Johu  B.  Baibon,  FUUp  F, 
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power  that  will  give  Torea  to  his  iDlerpodUona,  uid 
procnra  raipect  for  his  deciBioni.  He  miut  goq- 
dliaM  the  esteem  of  the  enlij^teiiBd  bodj  over 
whom  be  preiidei. 

"These,  geDtlemeii,  u«  lonie  «f  the  letdlnp 
qmliflntlona  necesMrj  for  tiag  ftrdooos  station.  1 
oertunlj  do  Dot  poasen  them.  I  know  mj  own  in- 
ability too  well  to  believe  that  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
meet  the  gipeotatlons  of  m;  bieoda,  or  discharge 
the  high  troat  reposed  in  tat,  in  a  nanDer  euitftble 
to  ita  dignit;  and  importance.  Brin^g  with  me 
but  Utile  Knowledge  or  experience,  I  shall,  no  doobt, 
oft«n  err,  tod  Maud  in  need  of  jour  ntmoat  focbesr- 
■Dce.  Let  me  hope,  on  such  occasions,  joa  will  scan 
mj  conduct  with  candor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
towards  me  the  aaioe  kind  indulgence  which  has 
heretofore  charactoriied  fonr  coodDCt  to  the  Chair. 
All  that  I  can  promise,  will  be  a  devotion  of  mj 
time  to  your  service,  and  an  independent  discharge 
of  my  duties  In  a  plain  and  manly  way.  Hy  grati- 
tude for  a  disUnction  so  little  meriwd,  ahall  itlmn- 
late  me  to  supply,  by  diligence  and  application,  what 
I  want  in  knowledge  and  ability ;  and,  however  I 
may  lail  in  other  respects,  I  shall  endeavor,  at  least, 
to  entiUe  myself  to  the  aufftagea  of  teal  and  inpar- 
tiality. 

"  I  need  not  admonish  you,  gentlemen,  of  the 
magnitude  of  your  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  as  to  the 
manOBT  In  wluch  It  ought  to  be  dbcharged.  We 
moat  all  bs  sensible,  that.  In  the  dellberationa  and 
proceedings  of  this  House,  the  charMter  and  per- 
maoeot  Inierosta  of  our  common  country  are  deeply 
tnvolved.  It  was  In  the  organisation  and  purity  ot 
this  branch  of  tbe  KatiODal  Government,  (endeared 
to  their  warmest  aSbctions,)  that  oar  fathers  believed 
tbey  bad  provided  the  best  security  for  the  princi- 
ples of  free  Qovenuaeot,  and  the  liberty  and  happi- 
Deal  of  the  peo[de.  Virtuous,  enUgbtoned,  and  pa- 
trioUe,  tUs  Hooae  may  Justly  bo  regarded  as  the 
dtadel  oifAiMwIean  liberty. 

••Animated,  then,  by  avirtnoos  and  enlightened 
nal,  let  us  endeavor  to  realise  tbe  jnst  expectations 
of  our  cODStituents ;  and  let  our  proceedings  be 
ehaiaclerised  by  a  cool  and  deliberate  exertion  of 
tiie  talents,  fortitude,  and  patriotism  of  the  House, 
M  the  surest  and  best  means  of  suslainiog  tbe  bonor, 
and  promaUns  the  wellar«  and  hapfuness  of  ou  ' 
loved  country. 


Tbe  oath  to  sapport  the  Gonstituticn  <tf  Ot 
United  SUit«a  was  then  admituBtered  bj  Hl 
Nbwton,  (the  father  of  the  Hooae,)  to  tb 
SpBXxKR,  and  then  by  the  Spbakkb,  BDceeostv*- 
I7  to  all  the  Members  liom  tbe  eevarsl  Stiles 

On  motion,  it  was 

Ettalvtd,  unananomly.  That  Hatthtw  St.  Club 
Cuui,  deck  to  tbe  late  House  of  Bepreaentsfim^ 
be  appointed  Clerk  to  this  House :  and  that  Joh 
Osiriu)  Dinar  be  appointed  Sergeant-at^ima  is 
this  House ;  that  Beiuamib  BimcH  be  mffuatai 
principal  DooAeeper,  and  Oruros  Camm,  Aaiam 
Doorkeeper  to  the  same. 

mecBage  wu  received  from  tbe  Senate,  tf 
Hr.  LowBiEJ  their  &eeret»ry,  acqtumtiiig  tte 
Hotue  that  S  quorum  had  been  formed,  »d 
that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  proceed  to  biB> 

na. 

A  committee  was  then  q)poInt«d,  orinsriin| 
fd  Messrs.  Tak  Rbhssbl&cb  and  Etkskti;  to 
Join  the  committee  which  bad  been  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Seoatci,  to  wait  on  Os 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  infonn  faiei 
that  qncrams  of  the  two  Houses  h&ve  «»£» 
bled,  and  that  Oocgrem  are  ready  to  reoeiot 
any  eommnnicatioDS  he  may  bo  pleased  Is 

The  diul;  honr  to  which  the  Hooae  tSat 
stand  a^onmed,  was  fixed  at  twelve  o'elodt,  IL 


TinsDAT,  December  4. 
Ifr.  Yah  Rimbbklabb,  from  tbe  < 

S pointed  to  wait  on  the  Present  of  tbe  Unit' 
States,  reported  that  they  bad  per&gmai 
tliat  dnty,  and  had  received  far  answer  tM 
the  Preddent  would  make  a  comEannicuion  to 
them,  in  writing,  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

Mr.  JoBH  Adams,  the  Private  Secretarr  of  tb> 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  soon  after  <xm 
in  with  the  Uessage.  (See  Senate  Pmoeei- 
inga,  page  M7.)  The  Message  was  read,  aid 
rdened  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Vbole  on  tka 
Btate    of   the    Union.       6,000    eztza    eopi« 


Dannporl;  Jobn  Floyd,  Inu  LeOIar,  Lawli  UaxvtU, 
Ouiltk  F.  Tlerctr,  WUIIuD  HeCnr,  Alflundoi  Smyth,  An- 
tttnr  Sttvtnian,  John  TtlUifem,  J4m«  TranuL 

Xorlli  OuvUfto.— WiUli  Alnon,  Dulsl  L.  Bvrlnger,  John 
E.  Bryin,  Bunnel  P.  CinKHi,  HenTir  W.  Conner,  Jchn  Cul- 
pepper, Thomu  Hall.  Gabriel  Holmei,  John  Long,  LsmDel 
Bawyer,  A.  H.  Bhephcrd,  Duilel  Turner.  Lawb  Wlllluns. 

SouOt  CarMna.—3oikn  Outer,  barren  S.  Derli,  ViUUun 
StaytBD,  Jimea  Hunllton,  Jr,  Oeorga  MoDuOe,  'WUlUm  D. 
ICutlB,  Thomu  B.  HlfaOwB,  WUIUm  T.  KnokoUi,  Btiding 

Qwrffia.^-' John  Ftoyd,  Tomllnion  Fort,  Chsries  E. 
Harn«(^  Gw.  E.  OUmer,  WUion  LomUn,  Wiley  Thomiieon 
[Oae  vaetnoy.] 

XlHlaetj/.'-lUi^iMrA  A.  BniAner,  Judm  CUrt,  Henry 
Dulel,  Joaeph  Leeompta,  Robert  F.  Lelsher,  Chittenden 
Lyon,  Thomu  HetaU^  Bobeit  UoHittnia,  Thomu  F. 
Uoore,  Cterlee  A.  WIckllDe,  Joel  Twicey.— [One  veeuiey.] 

niHU«u.~Johii  Ball,  John  Blair,  David  Crookctt,  Bobert 
Deiha,  JaMb  C.  Iiaulu,  Pryor  Lea,  John  H.  Uarabte,  Jamta 
O.  Ulshell,  Jamu  E.  Folk. 


Jut^h  Tiaea,  Samnal  F.  Tlnton,  Elliha  WUtUaaej,  Ji 
Wooda,  John  C.  Wright. 
ZoHMowk— VUlUm  L.  Brsnt,  Heniy  H.  Ooil^,  U« 


Auf toiui.— Tbomai  H.  Blake,  J«a 

jrteitof^ppt.— wmiam  Hale. 

Jfflaaia— Joeeph  Dbmsil 

Alabanta.—aanM  P.  Hoon,  Jetn  HsKm,  Oaaip  V 

J«ai«irl.-Bdward  Balea 


DEL£aATX& 
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DBBATES  OF  CONGBBSS. 


[H.<«B. 


Wkdnud^t,  Deoember  6. 
IJte  lata  Mr.  Yoitnf. 

ICr.  TiOKiiira  row,  and  ■ddreswd  Ota  Ohalr 
•  follows : 

id.  Spuxkb  :  I  hATo  liMn  to  propoae  tbe 
MoIntioD  whieh  I  hold  In  mj  hand,  M  a  UMa- 
woaj  of  r«vMt  doe  to  mj  deoeMad  friend  mod 
<rilcagae.  It  m*r  be  «zpM!t«d  of  me  that  I 
honld  BAT  sometning  in  nforenoe  to  tha  ohar- 
etar  of  the  nun  for  whooe  memory  I  uk  of 
his  House  an  erpressioo  of  thrir  respect.  To 
boea  with  whom  he  was  asaooiated  for  the  laat 
wo  yean,  as  a  member  of  Oongrwa,  no  oom- 
nendatioQ  from  me  oaa  be  neoeaaaiy.  It 
raa  in  tbe  wi^  of  private  life  I  h«Te  known 
dm  longMt  and  beet,  and  it  was  there  his 
nrtDsa  ud  nsef^inesa  were  moat  coDBpionona. 
'.  move  jon  Uiat  the  Hoosa  oome  to  the  follow- 
ns  resolntioD. 

llr.  W.  then  preaentad  a  raaolation  for  wear- 
Bg  tbe  mooming  naoal  on  snob  ooeasiona,  in 
•rtimony  of  mpeot  for  tbe  memorj  of  the 
ate  WlUuun  S.  Toong ;  wbioh  waa  munimoiu- 
f  agreed  to. 

Teusbdat,  Deoember  18. 
Bmk  tjf  a*  UniUA  8tate». 


Xnelrtd,  Ttiat the  Committee  ofWaTBand Means 
le  inMrioted  to  inqidre  into  th«  expediency  of  pro- 
Idiog  hj  law  for  the  Mle  of  (hat  portion  of  the 
U>ck  of  the  Bulk  of  the  UnKed  Butas  which  ia  Iield 
>j  the  GoTCrnment  of  the  United  States,  and  the 

-licallona  of  the  proceeda  thereof  to  the  pajment 


.ppIiBa 
I  the] 


In  offering  this  resolution,  Ur.  B,  a^d,  ha 
risbed  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  remarks, 
LOt  with  any  iat^tion  of  now  diacoasing  the 
iMrits  of  the  measure  it  proposed,  but  chieSy 
'     '  of  drawioK  to  it  the  attention 


rith  the  v 


anat  be  referred.  'Die  Honae  were  aware  that 
be  QoTemment  hold*  at  this  time  stock  of  the 
laukcf  die  United  Statee,  to  the  amonnt  of  se' 
D  millioDB  of  dollars,  which  stock  was  at  present 
rorth  in  market  about  281-  per  cent,  advanoa 
tbove  its  par  Tslne.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
boold  now  be  aold  by  tbe  Goyemment,  it  would 
let  a  profit  of  one  million  and  aiz  hnndred 
honsaud  dollars  above  the  nominal  amoa 
be  stock.  &aeh  being  tha  case,  he  thought 
t  deserved  the  Krions  consideration  of  the 
looae,  whether  it  wooid  not  be  a  prudent  and 
iroper  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It 
laa  been  said,  Ur.  B.  observed,  by  one  of  the 
lest  writers  on  political  economj  with  whom 
W  was  acqnuntad,  that  tbe  pecuniary  affairs 
it  natioiis  Dora  &  doee  anal^  to  uioae  vt 


private  bonseholds — in  both,  their,  pronieritj 
muuly  depended  on  a  vigilant  and  eSeodvQ 
loement  of  their  resonrcea.    There  is,  a^ 

JI,  an  amount  of  between  aeventeanand 

eighteen  millions  of  the  atock  of  the  Unitod 
States  now  redeemaUe,  and  an  amonnt  of  nin« 
milUons  more,  which  will  be  redeemable  next 
year.  If  tbe  interest  p^  by  tha  United  State* 
on  Uiia  debt  ia  compared  with  the  dividend  it 
reodvae  on  ita  stock  in  tha  Bank  of  the  Unitad 
States,  it  will  ha  fiiond  that  a  tmall  odvantM 
would  be  g^ed  by  tha  aala  of  tha  latter  m 
tbia  respect ;  mnoe  die  dividends  on  bank  stock 
are  reoeivad  semi-annually,  while  the  intareA 
on  Unitod  States  securities  is  ftii  qnarterly; 
this,  however,  ha  wuved  as  a  matter  of  com- 
paratively small  moment.  It  must  ba  obvion^ 
ne  add,  that  the  addition  of  one  million  dz 
bundled  tiionsand  dollars  to  the  avdlable  fbnda 
of  tbe  United  States  will  prodnoa  tha  axtin- 
liahment  of  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  pnblio 
-jbt,  and  coQaequenlly  relievt  the  intaraat  pay- 
able thereon,  by  wbiiui  a  aaving  would  aooma 
of  about  one  hmidred  thonaand  dollara  per 


TmmaD&T,  Deoemlwr  SO. 

Sank  ^  tA«  UrMti  Statit. 

Ifr.  P.  P.  Babbouh,  of  Tir^nia,  moved  th* 

conaideration  of  the  following  reaoluti(m,  o^r- 


"ll4toh»i.  That  tha  Committaa  of  Ways  and 
Haaoi  be  instniated  to  inqnira  into  the  eipediMiey 
of  providing  by  law  for  tba  sale  of  that  portion  « 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  whioh  la 
held  bj  the  Oovernment  of  the  Cmted  SUtes,  and 
the  application  of  tba  proceeds  thereof  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt." 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Hr.  SixaouR  aud,  that,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  preeenting  this  reaolntiim  to 
tbe  House,  he  had  accompanied  it  by  some 
general  remarks,  intended  only  to  oonvej  an 
ontllne  of  those  views  in  which  the  reeolutioD 
was  fotinded.  Having  since  understood  that 
it  waa  desired,  by  many  gentlemen,  that  ths 
policy  of  the  measure  it  recommended  ahoold 
be  discussed  without  delay,  and  preeonung  that 
the  opinion  widch  tha  Hoose  might  express  at 
this  stage  of  its  oonsider&tion,  waa  to  ba  re- 
ceived as  deciuve  of  ita  future  destiny,  it  wM 
bis  purpose  now  to  so  somewhat  mora  at  larga 
into  the  reasons  wnioh  had  induced  him  to 
offer  this  propoaition  for  consideration.  Bttt 
before  he  present«d  these  views,  be  wonld  take 
leave  to  make  one  or  two  paanng  remark^ 
which  he  owed  in  justice  to  himeelf.  He  had 
beard  it  pretty  olearly  intimated,  since  tha 
presentation  of  this  resolution — nay,  he  bad 
seen  it  so  intimated— that  this  might  poaaibly 
be  what  was  denominated  a  measure  of  th* 
oppodtion  in  this  Hoom,     Soi 


^.ooglc 


ABBIDGBIENT  OV  THI 


ToioM  h«d  raMh«d  hk  ««r,  wUdb  MeniMl  to 
fmidT  ttu^  bi  bringing  forward  tliia  pnqiad- 
tioD,  he  bad  bean  uiftieDMd  by  khm  mMiT«, 
and  bad  oheriabed  aane  pnrpoae,  other  than 
those  whleh  bad  btten  aroweS:  and  tbat  the 
meanire  be  advooated,  waa  ilaelf  die  remit  of 
«OQoer^  and  of  an  uuaentaDding  among  tboea 
who  wera  denmninatad  the  oppoaitloD  num* 
I  bnt  an  ut  of  aheer  Jnitioe  to 


be  Tiewed  aa  afflMtlng  what  w<r«  called  par^ 
pditiM,  he  ^onld  family,  ftanklj,  and  fbar- 
mmIj,  expreaa  the  opiniona  whidi  he  realty 
<otwtained,  and  aboflld,  at  opeaij,  aa  frankly, 
•nd  aafeariwdTi  pnnne  hfa  oonrietiona,  whettier 
Uuy  did  or  did  not  oolndde  with  those  of 
others.  It  nerer  had  been  a  part  of  hia  char- 
acter, or  bis  conrae,  and  It  never  aboold  be,  to 
uproadi  am  ol{)wt  be  had  in  view  bj  io- 
diraotion ;  hu  motivaa  be  would  openly  avow ; 
the  opinions  he  held  he  would  frankly  express; 
what  be  did  he  wonld  ever  do  in  open  day ; 
be  tnsted  h«  Dcrer  should  learn,  as  he  had 
not  hitherto  learned,  the  by-patbs  of  either 
moral  or  politioal  obliqni^.  He  diid^ned  to 
be  inflneooed  by  (wnsiderations  which  he  was 
ashamed  to  avow.  He  despised  the  idea  of 
Itettiug  at  the  otffeot  he  mi^t  haTe  in  riew,  in 
any  way  but  by  meetins  it  in  the  face,  and 
staling  bis  opinions  or  his  pnrpose  jost  as  it 
nally  was.  Under  the  inflnenoe  of  aach  feel- 
ings, he  now  utterly  and  poBitivety  disclaimed 
any  enoh  motivej  poipose,  ooncert,  or  under- 
■tandins,  aa  that  whioh  bad  been  attribated  tq| 
him.  So  tax  waa  he  ttom  this,  tha^  as  tu  as^ 
he  had  reoelTod  any  intimation  of  the  opinion 
of  tbooe  ^tlemen,  with  whose  general  piditi- 
m1  principles  he  agreed,  as  to  the  prc^toailioD 
he  was  atxmt  to  offer,  he  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  opposed  to  it.  It  waa  no  more 
than  Jnstioe  to  nimself  to  aay,  that  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  rosolation,  be  it  right  or 
wrong,  whether  salntary  or  pernicious  in  its 
tendency,  was  the  offiipring  of  his  own  mind. 
He  bad  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than 
bslf  a  doien  of  his  friends,  and  ont  of  this 
nnmber  two  disapproved  of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  indeed, 
aaid  Hr.  B.,  if  a  member  of  this  Honse  might 
not  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  rise  in  his 
plac&  and  offer  for  consideration  a  measure 
which  he  beliered  to  be  for  the  public  weisl, 
without  havinff  all  that  he  said  and  did  im- 
puted to  some  hidden  motiTe,  and  referred  to 
some  aeoret  purpose  whioh  vss  never  present- 
ed to  the  public  eye.  He  again  solemnly  dis- 
dumed  all  snoh  motives,  and  every  such  pur- 
pose. To  what  he  had  already  stud^  he  would 
go  so  Ar  aa  to  add,  that,  even  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  received  from  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Zreaaory,  there  was  an  allosion  to  the  very 
■abjeet  which  be  had  broosibt  forward. 

it  will  not  be  denied  by  me,  sud  Ifr.  B., 
that  a  state  of  lurcamstanoes  might  be  con- 
wired  to  ezist,  in  vhloli  an  attem^  to  sdl  this 


amonnt  of  Uniled States  bank  abtck  wovldb 
productive  trf  very  ocmsiderable  dspwrtia  rf 
its  market  price.  Bnt  the  qneetlon  now  tote 
considered  by  the  Hoom  b  not  what  and* 
happen  nnder  a  pven  poetore  of  eonedvu* 
drcnmstancee,  bnt  what  is  likely  to  hjvp*"  !■ 
Qie  actnally  existing  state  of  *>'™|p'  lite  aij 
ground  of  snob  dein^earim,  if  any,  nnnat  be  tka 
large  inoreaae  <rf  supply,  while  the  same  da- 
mrad,  and  no  more,  eontlnnes  to  oxist.  Saeh 
a  state  at  things  wonld  ini|dng«  iqKMi  Ihe  g^ 
«nl  prineiple  I  tint  aUted,  by  altaring  Aa 
pnqwrtioi  betweoi  demand  and  aopnly.  U 
ao  •doh  state  ot  things  will  exist,  aboold  Ha 
peaent  proporition  [»«vul ;  for  tbtav  i^  sri 
baa  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  kdiminb- 
ed  quanti^  of  OoverBmeni  atock  to  be  mH 
and  an  increased  amoont  of  nMsna  to  bay  i^ 
I>oth  oocarioned  by  one  and  tlie  oame  eMa 
namdy;  Om  pving  nS  of  laijs^  portians  ■ 
the  potdio  debt  by  the  redemptitm  of  Cmtri 
States  stock. 

Daring  the  year  1826,  we  paid  of  the  {uBft- 
pal  of  Qie  pnbUo  debt  more  than  seven  ud  s 
half  miUiMis ;  in  1826,  more  titan  seveD  d- 
lions ;  and  during  the  pTeeent  year,  1827,  n 
shall  have  paid  more  than  six  and  a  half  id- 
lions  more ;  making  in  all  en  amount  <rf'  twcaty- 
one  and  about  a  qnarter  milliona.  The  8««- 
retary  of  the  Treaeory,  however,  infonns  ds  h 
his  report,  that  fire  millions  of  this  debt  hs* 
been  paid  by  the  ismie  of  a  new  stock.  It  nl 
therefore  be  proper  to  deduct  this;  and  tla 
result  will  be,  that,  in  these  three  7eara,  thn 
have  been  actually  paid  off  more  than  axtsa 
milliocB  of  the  publio  debt.  To  tfais  let  as 
add,  that,  accordmg  to  the  etatementa  rdsdin 
to  Uie  rinking  f^m^  and  the  present  ooii£te 
of  the  funded  deb^  there  wUl  be  p^  in  (h* 
year  1828,  seven  millions  more;  and  in  ds 
yean  1889  and  18S0,  an  amount  evaa  hujaui 
this,  (being  enlarged  by  the  increased  aetivi^rf 
the  inking  fond,  from  the  circnmatsnce  of  a 
large  amount  now  devoted  to  interest  b 
applicable  to  the  principal  of  the  debt.) 
omng,  then,  that^  dunng  the  years  lS«i,  ^ 
and  T,  sixteen  millions  nave  been  paid^aai 
that,  in  1827,  '8,  and  '9,  twenty-one  mfliioM 
more  will  have  l>een  paid,  here  will  have  bea 
an  amount  of  thirty-seven  mllUons  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States  paid  <^  in  u 

Have  any  violent  abocks  been  ptodnced  by 
this  operation  t  Has  any  dersngemeat  rtsak- 
ed  in  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  ccon- 
try  t  Has  United  Statm  stock  fallen  I  I  i^ 
prebend  not.    And  why  I    For  the  i  ' 


extensive  consequences  necessarily  fcrilow,  gtdag 
to  show  that  the  effect  of  the  p»inent  of  my 
large  amoonta  of  the  pubUo  debt  is  not  te 
diminish,  bnt  to  increase,  the  price  of  the  nst- 
dne.  When,  in  the  British  Oovemment,  HA 
sinking  fbnd  was  established,  in  the  year  ITH, 
it  was  held  neoeasary  to  fix  a  mazimam  Joe  ii 


IMT.] 
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Ami  ^  Ou  Umttd  Aoto. 


[H.»It. 


meratjon,  lest  too  great  an  amount  of  motie; 
noald  therebj  b«  thrown  into  the  market. 
[t  will  be  my  endeaTor  to  show  that,  with  na 
■  with  them,  the  effect  of  paying  off  the  debt 
nodnces  an  abondBBoa  of  monej,  and  therein 
m  abnadanoe  of  the  means  of  pnrobaeiDg  the 
Mnk  stock  which  the  same  operation  has 
lirown  into  the  market.  While  the  former 
maen  of  the  pnhlio  stock  have  in  their  hands 
DOney  which  aeetts  invrntment,  the  aale  of  the 
tank  stock  will  fbmlsh  an  admirahte  mode  by 
irhioh  this  ra«y  be  accomplished.  Applying 
the  principle  with  which  he  set  out,  Mr.  B.  re- 
gaarced  that  It  woold  be  apparent  that,  if  any 
kpreeion  was  to  result,  it  wonld  rather  be 
itadnced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  than 
tj  eiohanging  it  for  bank  stock.  By  redeem- 
ing the  national  stock,  money,  which  was  be- 
bn  aafUy  inTest«d,  is  thrown  into  the  market, 
■ad  natDrally  aeefeH  some  new  employment 
ITow,  I  propos^  said  Hr.  B.,  while  this  ia  done, 
10  carry  into  the  market  an  equal  amount  of 
A>ck  ia  which  that  money  may  t>e  invested 
igun.  Do  gentlemen  apprehend  a  depression 
a  the  price  of  stock  !  Why  t  Becaniw,  say 
ibey,  there  will  be  too  large  an  amonnt  of  it 
br  the  money  which  is  prepared  to  t>e  In- 
mted  in  it.  Bat  my  proposition,  to  its  whole 
ntent,  goes  to  pay  off  so  much  of  the  public 
lebt,  aiM  thereby  to  fiimish  the  means  of  par- 
jhasing — in  addition  to  which,  seven  millions 
Bore  will  he  derived  next  year  from  the  opera- 
ion  of  the  sinking  fond.  The  eonolasion,  from 
1  view  of  these  facts,  would  seem  to  me  to  be, 
iMtitisneit  to  impossible  that  a  depression 
«n  be  produced  in  the  price  of  bank  stock  bT 
m  operation  which,  while  it  ezpoees  that  stock 
a  sale,  sntiplies,  at  the  same  time,  the  means 
md  tite  inducements  for  purchasing  it. 

Hr.  BkMSKT  next  rose.  He  s^d^  when  it  is 
Molleeted  that  the  resolution  now  nuder  oon- 
Idovtion  affects  an  institntion,  whose  capital 
4  tbirty-flre  millions  of  dollars  is  aseJ  a> 
>  circnlstioa  mediam  among  the  respective 
kates,  and  between  these  United  States  and 
brei^  oonntriM,  It  cannot  create  surprise  that 
i  DDiverBal  panio  should  pervade  onr  commer- 
ial  cities ;  for,  nntil  this  question  ia  decided, 
Jnitad  States  bank  stock  ia  valaeleas  as  a  means 
f  remittanoe,  more  especially  to  Great  Britain, 
rhare,  as  eicltange  fiuotuates,  large  portions 
if  it  are  frequently  traneferred.  The  argn- 
oent,  based  on  the  supposed  pro6t  to  be  r^- 
ced  from  this  sale,  will  be  foand  to  resemble 
Utiles  of  marble  resting  on  pedestals  of  ice — 
he  moment  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Govem- 
Dent  has  dissolved  its  connection  with  this 
latioaal  institntion,  by  the  transfer  of  its  slock, 
t  is  perfectly  immaterial  what  amonnt  of  capi- 
al  may  be  set  afloat  by  the  extinction  of  the 
mblic  debt — that  confidence  which  we  shall 
tare  withdrawn  from  it,  will  pervade  all 
noney  lenders,  and,  before  a  sale  of  one  share 
»o  be  effected,  the  market  price  will  fall  to 
jar.  The  honorable  mover  of  this  resolntion 
naUj  avowi^  that  he  was  originally  opposed 


to  the  charter;  and  that  he  st^  oontinnea 
hostile  to  its  renewal;  if  his  propoMlJon  ia 
adopted,  will  it  not  be  fairly  inferred,  that  the 
poKcy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  stock,  !> 
to  Im  maintuned  by  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter,  and,  oonseqnently,  the  value  which  the 
stock  in  Uie  maritet  derived  from  an  impreeriOD 
that  tiie  Government,  having  an  interest  in  its 
prosperity,  will  be  bvorable  to  a  prolongatitm 
of  its  existenoe,  oeaaea'  the  moment  that  sale  la 
dedded  on.  It  Is  aaaerted  that,  at  the  pree> 
ent  selling  price  of  MatikE,  money  really  pro* 
dnoes  bat  8}  per  eenL  per  annma :  admit  tiila 
position,  and  then  United  States  iMnk  stock, 
prodneing  6  Mr  cent  on  its  ooet<tf  9100,oiidkt 
not  to  be  atM  under  |160  per  share.  Mr.  B.'s 
impreariona  wer«,  that  as  It  is  derirable  to  pa^ 
off;  forthwith,  the  loans  paying  S  per  cent, 
interest,  the  amonnt,  consequently,  ean  readilr 
be  obtained  at  4t  per  eent  As  the  bank 
divides  six  per  oent.,  a  sale  of  its  stock  uider 
tlS&i  per  ahare,  woiud  be  so  mnoh  lost  in  it* 
real  valne.  Mr.  B.  here  adced  if  the  exigenoiea 
of  the  nation  required  any  exbvordinary  effbrt 
to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  the  antoant  of 
which  was  nMninally  S7  millifflia  in  really  bnt 
47?  For  this  identioal  7  milltona  of  bank 
stock,  which  we  hold  in  eidtange  for  1  mil- 
lions S  per  cents  issued  to  the  banJE,  is  a  set  off 
against  that  portion  of  the  debt  And  IB  mil- 
lions 8  per  cents,  (which  nnder  oo  cirooiD- 
stances,  was  it  probable  the  Govermnent  wotdd 
pay  ott,  while  a  ungle  inteniaL  improvement 
remained  unexecuted,  or  any  taxes  were  levied 
npod  the  people,)  there  remains  but  47  milUoni 
to  be  discharged,  which,  by  the  regnlar  opera> 
tioa  of  the  rinUng  fund,  woold  be  extingnish- 
ed  in  less  than  seven  years ;  and,  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  the  creditors  of  the  nation,  or  to  the 
nation  itself^  that  it  shoold  be  p^  off  mora 

Mr.  UoDtma,  Ohidrman  of  the  Oommittea 
of  Ways  and  Meana  axpreesed  his  thanks  to 
the  gentlwuut  from  Vlrstnia  for  his  fidraeet,  in 
propomng  this  roodifloation.  Be  thon^t  with 
the  gMttTauan  who  had  preceded  him,  that  it 
was  important  the  qnestioD  ■h<nild  be  decided 
on  its  merits,  and  all-important  that  it  should 
be  decided  te  soon  as  posdble.  He  thought 
that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of  the  qneetdon,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  in  laying  down  his  prem- 
ises, had  overloc^ed  the  well-established  prin- 
ciple that,  even  in  individual  oompetitioo, 
where  a  market  is  more  than  npplied  witii 
any  given  conmiodity,  the  price  of  that  oral- 
modity  always  falls  in  proportjon  to  the  exoeaa 
of  tbe  supply.  He  bad  clearly  shown  that 
there  existed  a  snrplns  capital  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  Government  havingpaid  off 
sixteen  millions  of  the  public  debt  This  toit 
BorpIuB  of  money  in  market,  Ur.  MoD.  oi^e^ 
entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  If^  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the 
market,  the  stock  would  not  brins  its  par  valna. 
As  to  the  fact  demonstrated  by  l£e  gentleman'a 
ealculatioiu,  that  the  real  \uaa  of  mxiej  la 
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Qie  United  State*  is  at  present  not  more  than 
three  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  it  bad  no  bearing 
at  all  on  the  present  qnestjon.  Whenever  the 
GoTeriunent  cornea  into  the  nmrket,  all  the 

nciples  reanlting  from  the  ralative  state  of 
and  aDd  supply',  operate  with  ten  fold 
power.  The  Govenmient  is  a  maimaoth  ieller 
or  a  mammoth  buyer.  When  the  OoTemment 
oomes  into  the  market  as  a  bajer^  it  ruaes  the 
prioe  of  stock  beyond  all  proportion,  as.  when 
K  comea  in  as  a  seller  it  depresses  it  beyoad 
proportion.  It  was  npoa  this  principle,  that 
thoQgh  money  be  actually  wortL,  as  the  gen- 
tleman Bays,  only  three  and  a  half  per  cent, 
the  QoTemment  when  it  passed  a  law  to  ex- 
ohange  its  six  per  cent,  stoctc  for  a  stock  of  five 
per  cenL,  irreaeeiuBble  at  a  later  period,  coold 
not  get  it ;  whilst,  if  the  Government  were  to 
go  into  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  the 
whole  sixteen  million*  it  has  paid  o^  tbe  stock 
it  would  issne,  would,  in  two  days'  time,  be  at 
eight  or  ten  per  cent  advance. 

Tti.  MoD.  said  that  It  was,  therefore,  always 
to  be  regretted  that  Govemraent  ihoold  oome 
into  market,  becaose  its  presence  Qiere  invol- 
ontarily  prodaoed  a  great  effect  opon  the  mar- 
lb.  HoD,  then  made  some  statement  to 
■bow  that  reflned  arithmetical  oslcnlations 
were  not  proper  data  in  all  cases  to  le^late 
Up<m.  He  presomed  that  it  would  be  admitted 
as  a  general  wopowtion,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  Is  certainly  worth 
as  mnoh  to  Oovertunent  as  it  is  to  individuals. 
To  the  latter,  its  value,  regulated  upon  prin- 
dplea  which  cannot  err,  is  now  twenty-Unree 
per  cent,  above  par.  If  it  is  of  tbat  value  to 
Individaola,  it  is,  upon  the  same  ^nciple,  of 
the  same  v^ue  to  Government.  Why  t  The 
Govemment  receives  mx  per  cent  interest  upon 
ttie  stock  in  the  bank,  whilst  it  pays  only  five 
per  cent  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own  atook. 
The  difference,  therefore,  is  one  per  cent.,  or, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  its  interest  in  the  bank, 
Mventy  thousand  dollars  per  annam  clear  profit, 
besides  its  interest  in  tbe  balance,  whicn  the 
bank  always  reserves  to  meet  contangencies. 
M,  then,  yoa  sell  your  stock  in  the  bank,  sup- 
posing yaa  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market 
prioe^  you  make  according  to  Uie  gentleman's 
oalcnlatlon,  a  present  gdn  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  whilst  yon  annihi- 
late a  capital,  which  will  produce  to  the  end  of 
time,  if  the  nank  continues  to  exist,  a  revenoe 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Bat,  so  fat 
from  bung  able  to  dispose  of  tlie  stock  at  the 

J  resent  advanced  price  in  the  market,  Ur.  Mo- 
>.  believed,  that,  if  this  resolution  were  now  to 
pass,  the  stock  of  the  bank  would  be  at  once 
reduced  to  par,  in  the  market,  upon  mere  pe- 
ouniary  calculations :  And  why  ?  Ur.  MoD. 
here  entered  into  calculations  to  show  the  ef- 
fect, apon  the  value  of  the  stock,  from  any  in- 
timation of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Oovemment  to  restrict  its  existence  to  the  do- 
ration  of  ita  present  charter,  and  traced  its 


reduce  tbe^rioe  of  the  stock  to  par,  if  not  b*- 
low  par.  What,  then,  would  be  the  dect  d 
this  measure  ? 

We  Bell  our  stock  at  par,  said  he :  do  ■* 
enable  onrselves,  by  doing  so,  to  pay  ofi^  u  tbs 
gentleman  suposes.  any  portion  of  ue  utiaal 
debt  (  No :  Ibr  the  seven  millions  we  abodd 
receive  for  onr  bonk  stock  would  only  go  to 
pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  mth 
millions  we  owe  for  that  stock.  The  <Hi]y  op- 
eraldon  which  would  really  and  effectosllj  a.' 
tingidsh  any  portion  of  the  debt  of  the  UiuUd 
State^  would  be  a  eale  at  the  profit  of  uie  i^ 
lion  HUE  hundred  thonsand  dollars,  wUiji  tbt 
gentieman  colODlates  upon,  under  the  errauna 
notion  that  so  large  a  portion  of  stock  vnU 
command  the  present  market  price.  But,  if 
we  sell  the  stock  at  its  par  value,  as  Ur.  Hd). 
bad  asBumed  that  we  should  do  if  we  idl  it  il, 
then,  instead  of  gtuning  the  sum  calculated,  v« 
should  aotnally  loae  the  identical  sum  of  cat 
milUoQ  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Fat  ti* 
gentleman  had  himself  shown  that  the  il«d 
was  now  worth  twenty-three  per  cent  ibcm 
par :  and  if  it  were  so  disposed  ot;  as  to  jidl 
only  its  value  at  par,  the  difference  would  vt- 
tunly  be  lost  to  tbe  United  States. 

Ur,  Un^TTOir  then  roM,  and  expressed  mri 
reluctance  to  trouble  the  House,  wbieb  I* 
should  not  have  done,  bad  a  few  of  the  obj«o- 
tiona  to  the  proposed  measure,  which  be  eta- 
sidered  of  the  most  w^ght,  been  advanced  bf 
either  of  the  gentlemen  who  bad  preceded  loi. 
He  agreed  that  the  question  was  one  of  gr^ 
importance,  and  that  it  sbonid  be  speedily  di>- 
poeedof.  The  arguments  of  the  honorable  moto' 
of  the  resolution  were  certainly  very  ingenim; 
bnt  he  had  not  adverted  to  what  he  thcn^ 
ought  to  be  the  primary  consideration  in  s  £>- 
cussion  of  this  nature,  and  one  which  an  d 
much  great«r  consequence  than  any  ooiuidin- 
tion  merely  pecnniary. 

The  first  question  to  be  Bettiedw8s,whetlter« 
no  the  proposed  scheme  would  redound  totlKpi- 
cuniarr  advantage  of  the  United  StatM  t  n>t 
it  would  do  so,  constituted.  In  point  of  fiKt,tl>i 
only  argument  of  the  mover;  ond,  if  sndiT*'* 
the  case,  and  there  existed  no  counterniliiV 
objection,  the  measure  should  doubtlw  ^ 
adopted.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  sbonn 
^peor  that  t)ie  plan  was  attended  with  do  p*- 
cuniary  advanta^  whatever,  then,  the  bwof- 
able  member  himself  would  confess  that  i 
ought  to  be  rqected.  The  gentleman  m 
m^e  some  cslemations  of  profit,  which  seemed 
to  him,  to  be  sure,  very  plain  ;  but  it  "•"'^ 
found,  on  examination,  that,  instead  of  pi™' 
the  reverse  would  ensue.  The  present  filn* 
of  money  is  four  per  cent  The  Govenunrat 
can  obtun  whatever  amount  it  want^•tttl^ 
rate  of  interest  He  did  not  rely  npon  the  M 
that  Govenunsat  ooald  get  money  at  a  ebr" 


;,Coen^lc 


1827.] 


DIEBATEB  OV  OONGBESB. 

Bakk  if  lit  PnUtd  Slatm, 


rate  Uian  others;  but  OuiaI  Compuiie*  h«id 
actnaUj  iBened  stock  at  4^  per  oentnm,  and  the 
premium  on  that  etook  rednoed  the  real  inter- 
cat  to  4  per  centum.  ThU,  then,  lie  awnmed  aa 
the  interest  at  whioh  money  could  be  borrowed, 
-whwe  the  eecnritj  was  good.  Now,  if  the 
Govenupent  received,  at  thia  period,  ax  p«r 
oenL  on  ite  stock  in  the  bank,  it  got  an  interest 
axoeeding  the  sommon  rate  bj  preciaelj  GO  per 
oenL  Anj  other  inTesbnent  of  its  fands  wonld 
bring  only  fonr  per  oenL  This  brings  ux,  so 
that  the  Oovermuent  sets  the  common  intwest 
of  nmnvj  on  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollais,  for 
eT«r7  hundred  dollars  it  has  invested  in  this 
■tock.  By  selling,  the  Govermnent  wonld  lose 
the  difference  iMtweeu  twenty-three  doUars 
«nd  fifty  dollars  on  every  hondt-ed,  supposing 
the  stout  to  rcm^  at  its  present  advance,  so 
that,  admitting  tiie  pablic  fkith  not  to  be  at  all 
dutkcn  by  the  sale,  still  a  greater  benefit  would 
be  realixed,  by  continnins  to  bold  it.  But 
Uiere  oonld  be  no  doubt  Uiat  a  very  great  de- 
prwnon  would  be  prodaoed  by  the  sale  of  seven 
millions  of  this  stock.  Jhe  honorable  member 
from  Tirtpnia  says  that  price  depends,  in  ill 
oases,  on  the  proportion  between  anpply  and 
demand.  The  principle,  with  some  limitatioii, 
is,  no  donbt,  correct ;  bat  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Hoosc.  The  qnestion  for  us  to 
weigh,  said  Hr.  UoD.,  is,  whether  a  stock  which 
now  sella  at  one  hundred  uid  twenty'three  per 
cent,  in  oooseqnence  of  the  confidence  that  the 
Oovemiaent  will  continue  to  be  a  stockholder, 
would  remain  M  that  rate  when  it  was  known 
tha^Goremment  wonld  not  so  continue.  If 
that  IS  the  oaose  of  the  present  high  price,  take 
away  the  canse,  and  the  stock  mast  &1.  How 
low  it  wonld  fall,  conld  not  exactly  be  known; 
it  might  All  to  par-^ven  below  it.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  would  be  to  deprive  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  great  amount  of  money,  on  which 
it  now  reeliKes  twenty-three  per  oent.,  and  by 
which  it  might  pay  a  debt  of  eight  millions,  by 
an  advance  of  only  six  and  a  h^  millions.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known,  .that  when  ouoe  pob- 
lie  eonfidence  in  any  moneyed  institution  ia 
■baken,  the  consequent  depression  is  not  gov- 
•med  by  a  settled  mathematical  rule,  bnt  by 
the  feeHng  and  fears  of  the  holders,  and  it  not 
onfrequentjy  happened,  that,  by  snch  a  panto, 
the  stock  which  had  before  been  the  highest 
Mtoolly  became  the  lowest  in  nuu-ket.  Ur. 
D.  sud,  that  he  thought  he  had  satisfaotoiily 
shown,  that  Government  wonld  not  be  a  gun- 
er,  but  very  probably  a  loser,  by  the  operation 
now  proposed.  But  it  onght  to  be  demonstra- 
bly certain,  that  some  gun  wQl  result,  before 
we  went  into  a  moneyed  operation  of  such 
ma^tude  and  extent.  What  poasible  combi- 
nation of  dronmatanoes  conld  have  a  stronger 
effect  in  depressing  the  price  of  any  puUic  se- 
curity, than  that  the  Government,  within  any 
known  or  ostensible  cause,  should  suddenly 
withdraw  aU  its  interest  in  it.  It  was  a  strong- 
er case  than  had  ever  existed. 
Tet  the  mere  pecuniary  calculation  of  profit 


and  toss  did  not  constitiite  iho  strongest  oljeo> 
tion  to  the  measure  proposed.  It  was  a  matter  ' 
of  far  more  consequence  that  the  character  of 
a  nation  for  fideli^  to  its  contracts,  express  or 
implied,  should  be  sacredly  preserved,  than 
that  it  should  gain  any  pecuniary  amount  what- 
ever. He  should  not  apply  the  strict  rnles  of 
ethica,  or  the  dootrines  of  a  common  law,  to  a 
case  like  this,  bat  merely  the  rolea  of  common 
sense  and  common  honesty.  When  the  charter 
was  given,  and  the  Oovemment  an^ed  to  take 
seven  millions  (whioh  was  one-fifth)  of  the 
stock,  to  receive  a  bonus  of  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  require  an  annual  etatoment 
of  accounts,  to  obt^  very  valuable  facilities  in 
the  transmis^on  and  exchange  of  its  funds,  and 
have  all  the  duties  of  twenty-four  Oommis^tok* 
ers  of  Loans  perfbraed  gratis,  it  was  surely  by  no 
means  a  stramed,  bnt  on  the  contrary,  a  neces- 
sary and  Incontrovertible  Mndnrion,  that  the 
Government  wm  never  to  place  that  inslitDtion 
in  a  worse  sitnataon  than  when  ita  charter  was 
granted.  It  waa  under  thla  inqiresdon,  founded 
on  tiie  motnal  advantages  derived  trcaa  the  ar- 
rangement both  to  the  bank^  and  to  the  Got- 
eminent,  that  the  stock  had  risen  to  its  present 
price.  IfnowtheGovenunentshall^byitsact^ 
shake  the  public  confidence  in  this  institntiOQ, 
it  will  virtnatly  violate  its  pledged  faith,  for 
the  problematical  and  doubtful  purpoae  of  gain- 
ing  a  trifling  sum  of  numey. 

FsiDi.T,  Deoember  31, 
UniUd  Statu  JBanh. 

Mr.  Babbotib's  reaolntion  for  instmoUng  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Heana  to  report  a  bill 
authorising  the  sMe  of  the  seven  millions  of  the 
United  States  Bank  stock  held  by  the  United 
States,  was  taken  up. 

Ur.  GoBBAM  said,  the  question  now  befwe 
the  House  had  been  offered  and  disotueed  by 
the  mover  mainly,  if  not  solely,  on  principlM 
of  mere  finance.  It  had  been  annied  aa  a  qnea- 
tioD  of  money — of  nalional  pront  and  loss.  If 
this  were  all,  it  might  soon  be  settled.  Bnt  it, 
as  it  appeared  not  improbable,  this  motion  was 
connected  with  deeper  and  nltorior  purposes 
and  views,  of  a  pohtioal  kind,  it  ougnt  to  be 
settled  still  sooner.  If  there  was  something 
more  belund ;  if  any  purpose  was  cherished  ctf 
m^Ung  the  present  pecnuiary  proposition  a 
mere  introduction  to  a  system  of  measuree  in 
relation  to  the  connection  of  Govenunent  with 
the  National  Bank,  then  the  sooner  such  a  par- 
pose  and  system  were  met  the  better. 

The  gentleman  had,  it  was  true,  advocated 
the  sale  of  this  stock  solely  as  a  fiscal  operation ; 
but,  from  his  acquaintance  with  that  honorable 
gentleman's  character,  opinions,  and  previoos 
political  conree,  he  ooula  not  but  be  strongly 
mctined  to  think,  that  (he  present  measure  ud 


of  a  political,  than  a  financial  aspect  and 
looked  toward  a  complete  separation  of  the 
Government  from  the  bank,  u  not  the  total 


.Google 


ABBIOOMBMT  OF  THB 


B.  wB.] 


*tlfAtV 


kb^lion  of  that  institolioii.  Ai,  bowevor,  tii« 
qoMtion  had  been  pnt  on  mere  fiscal  gronnda, 
£e  troold  uk  the  attention  of  the  Honae,  while 
he  o&red  hi*  viewa  of  it  u  a  metaure  of  pore 
finance. 

The  honorable  morer  of  the  reaolotioa  fbnfid- 
•dhiaargnmentonthe&ctithattbeatookoftbe 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea  atood  at  preaent  hi 
the  market,  at  an  advance  td  S8i  per  cent,  and 
he  propoaed  to  fo  faito  the  mattet  with  the 
wliMe  amount  of  the  etook  bald  bj  the  QoTem- 
mant,  expecting  to  sell  it  at  that  pnee,  wherever 
tbe  riqnlrite  oi^ital  ia  to  be  fiMind. 

bi  order  to  Judge  the  probabiU^  of  hia  btisf 
■Ua  to  do  thia,  it  waa  neoeaaair  to  inquire,  In 
ILe  fltflt  plaoe,  what  were  the  damenU  wMidi 
cattered  into  thia  advanoed  prioe  of  the  atook  I 

"Om  gentleman  had  oompared  the  atook  of 
Oe  United  Statea  Bank  with  that  of  the  abooka 
taaaed  bj  GoTemment  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  which  bore  the  respeotive  in- 
tcceata  (rf  three,  fbor,  and  five  p«r  cent.,  and  in 
ttda  eompariaon  gone  on  the  aaaomptiJon  that 
the  atook  of  the  Bank,  at  the  winding  np  of  ita 
preaent  charter,  woold  be  worth  ita  par  value. 

Mr.  O.  granted  that,  doring  the  oontinoanoe 
of  the  charter,  ao  loo^  as  all  the  operationa  of 
the  bank  proceeded  in  their  re^lar  oonrse, 
Hiia  baua  of  compariaoa  waa  a  fair  one.  Bnt 
i£  at  the  exi»TBtion  of  the  lindt  of  the  prea^t 
charter,  the  oonoema  of  that  inatitotioii  meat 
be  finaUy  conolndad,  it  waa  wholly  nnfur  and 
fUlaoiooa.  Did  the  gentleman  really  believe, 
Uiat,  at  the  end  of  the  eight  years,  (ahonld  the 
ohiuter  end,  and  not  be  renewed,)  Uie  holden 
of  ita  stock  wocld  get  the  monej  for  it )  Thia 
waa.  Indeed,  the  caae  with  the  GovRnment 
■tocka;  aa  aoon  aa  tbe  period  at  which  thev 
were  redeemable  arrived,  the  holden  received 
in  ea^  at  the  Treaanry,  the  full  par  value  of 
whatever  amount  they  might  hi^  Bd^  when 
flie  vaat  ocnioema  of  tneb  aa  inatitntion  aa  the 
National  Bank  were  to  be  wound  np,  a  very 
different  atatc  of  thinga  ooeuired.  There 
won^  be,  to  be  anre,  a  ocmtinfeDt  fimd  for  the 
paymeut  of  a  itock ;  bnt  of  what  would  it  oon- 
aiatt  Ofoaah?  Far  from  it: — of  debta,  ebiefly 
bad,  of  property,  in  abort,  of  ell  aorta  of  sliapea, 
and  which  woidd  reqnire  a  board  of  troateee  to 
nttle  it,  after  the  bank  had  ceaaed  ita  l^(al  ex- 
ittenoe.  Long  before  ancb  a  bank  reached  the 
end  of  ita  charter,  it  mast  prepare  for  that  event : 
Itmnstciirtail,  and  gradually  terminate  entire^, 
dl  ita  diaoonnta,  months  btfore  that  time:  and 
would  ita  stock  feel  nothing  of  the  effects  of 
aueh  a  state  of  things.  When  the  old  bank  ex- 
pired, were  ita  atoekholdera  instantly  pdd  t  Bo 
nr  tram  thia,  it  waa  ten  years  after  before  the 
final  dividend  was  declared.  And  would  any 
gentleman  t«ll  him  that  the  stock  of  such  an 
expiring  institntioii,  was  aa  good  as  stock  on 
which  the  bidder  was  sure  to  receive  the  par 
value  in  oaah  the  moment  it  was  redeemable  I 
True,  the  pr<Kierty,  of  every  tdnd,  held  by  a 
bank,  belongea  to  the  proprietors  of  the  stock ; 
dosbUesa  it  waa  theirs  of  right;  bnt  it  waa 


thmrs,  in  fiw^  only  when  it  eonld  be  ooDeetsd: 
and  e^ierience  proved  that,  at  the  windisgn, 
there  alw^a  occnrred  a  great  Insa  upon  i^  if 
not  in  tnooey,  at  least  in  time,  which,  to  mwt 
stodiiolders,  was  the  same  thing.  It  mBsDy 
proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant.  And  m 
well  was  this  understood,  that,  when  it  wm 
known  that  the  eharter  of  the  (M  United  Statoi 
Bank  was  not  to  be  renewed,  ita  sto<^  wUgk 
bad  stood  as  high  aa  lU  per  centum,  Ml  to  tt 
par  eentnm  in  market,  Aa  to  die  eonditioa  U 
the  present  bank,  ICr.  O.  said  it  was  impcanUi 
he  uould  know  them ;  bnt  one  tJiing  be  fii 
know,  and  so  did  everybody  elae,  that  gml 
mlanaaagcment  of  its  coDocraa  had  at  CBetina 
takm  pUMe,  and  ^eat  Boaaes  hnd  omaeqioidy 
bMO  snstained.  How  such  an  auonnt  <f  1m 
had  bMD  covered  up,  so  as  to  admit  of  lbs 

Eraaent  dividends,  he  knew  not ;  but  for  oa^ 
e  was  inclined  to  beUeve  that  those  kaes  Lad 
not,  to  thia  day,  been  recovered  fWim,  and  thri^ 
on  examinstitw,  it  would  be  foond  there  wM 
^111  a  defidt  in  the  ftmda  of  the  Bank. 
Fimn  what  he  had  stated,  he  thoi^^  it  mt 
ipear  that  the  present  dividends  made  by  O* 
ank  ^d  not  oonatitnte  the  only  element  of  tLa 
price  Ita  stock  at  present  held ;  bnt  that  then 
was  another,  ana  a  veij  important  damen^ 
that  entered  largely  into  i^viz^  the  ezpeotaiiDa 
that  the  ooncems  of  the  Bank  would  eiuitiim 
to  go  on,  and  that,  when  the  preeent  ohuttr 
ahoald  expire,  the  institution  would  still  be 
oontinned  onder  a  new  one.  This  waa  the  gw- 
eral  expectation  of  sU  who  held  ita  stock,  of  d 
who  boi^rht  it  And  why  abonU  theyw^ 
said  J(r.  G.,  expect  thia  at  your  hands  t  Est* 
yon  done  nothing  to  create  ancb  an  eipetts- 
tion  I  To  answer  this  question,  let  us  wit  for 
a  moment  at  the  past  history  of  this  iutits- 
tion.  Ton  have  done,  and  yon  have  imdeo*; 
yon  have  built  up,  and  you  hava  pulled  don; 
yon  have  made  experiments  on  the  wast  ai 
on  the  poasession  of  such  a  thing,  tmtil  it 
length,  I  had  beUeved  it  waa  a  pcunt  omeedi^ 
an  opinion  In  which  s«irible  men  of  all  pst<)« 
were  agreed,  that  snch  a  Bank  was  a  neMoaiy 
machine  in  the  Btate  an  engine  which  eatsnd 
as  an  elemental?  part  Into  Uie  operatioai  d  • 
well-ordered  Gkivemmenk  I  imow  that  doBbt* 
are  held,  and  have  been  loudly  expretud, » 
to  the  constitiitionality  of  a  National  Bank:  I 
hold  suoh  doubts  to  be  very  nnfbrtunstCh  V& 
am  myself  free  from  the  least  share  dHhm; 
bat  I  did  understand,  that  even  those  vbc  b»> 
lieved  no  provision  for  snob  an  institolioii  » 
l>e  contained  in  the  constitution,  wars  tbtn- 
selves  obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  eipericM* 
and  of  facta,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  «»  v 


ment  to  the  public  good. 

Hr.  SnwABT  rose  merely  to  i^esent  ODS  " 
two  olgections  to  thia  measure,  which  b*^  ?J* 
been  Averted  to  by  other  gantlemen.  Tm 
great  oljjcot  of  the  propodtion,  as  atowsd  vf 
the  mover,  waa,  to  hasten  tha  ar" — '■^'^ 
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of  the  national  debt,  b;  selling  the  Bank  stock, 
and  thus  increase  th«  means  of  the  Treasiuy  to 
SMomplisb  it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
effect  of  the  ainking  fund  of  t«n  milUons  of  dol- 
lars on  the  national  debt,  it  will  be  obvions  to 
•verj  one  that,  instead  of  iDcreawng,  we  ahall 
be  compelled  to  diminiiih  the  present  unkjag 
fiind,  and  arrest  the  rapid  progress  we  are  now 
makuig,  whi<^  will  ehortlj  lead  to  great  finan- 
cial embarrasanientfl. 
What  ia  the  sitoatioa  of  the  pablio  debt,  as 


the  effect  of  this  propoaiijon  upon  it  t 
On  tb«  flnt  of  next  mouth,  the  whole  of 

the  natiMul  debt  viU  be      ■        ■     187,418,000 
Dednot  the  8  per  oenU        ...    iB,£»«,aOI> 


Leares  .....      «4T,117,00O 

Which  oonld  not  be  redeemed  when  abore 
CS — thaj  were  now  at  87,  and  wonld  neoessarilj 
OMitinDe  to  rise  in  the  market  as  the  other 
itooka  were  absorbed,  and  the  capital  sent 
abroad  seeking  investment 

B;  Belting  the  Bank  stock  at  its  present  Talne, 
$8,600,000,  and  applying  the  proceeds,  with 
ttie  annual  sinking  ^d  of  ten  miUiona  of  dol- 
lars, to  tiie  natioDU  debt,  it  will  be  found  that, 
■t  the  end  of  the  year  1B80,  there  will  remain 
less  than  92,800,000  of  the  public  debt  redeem- 
able; oonseqnently,  there  most  remain  idle  in 
the  Treasary,  of  the  sinking  fond, 

In  the  JUT  1831,    a  surplus  of     17,400,000 

laas,      "      "       E,oei,ooo 

1838,  "  «  11,B«,«00 
1BS4,  "  "  18,981,000 
I88B,  "         "         28,641,000 

These  large  balances  of  the  unking  Aind  will 
WmnaHyaccnmalatein  the  Treasniy,  there  being 
no  portion  of  either  principal  or  interest  of  the 
debt  to  which  they  can  posaiblf  be  applied. 
These  sums  must  then  remun  idle  and  nseleas 
in  the  Treasnry,  nnless,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Buibodh)  will  consent,  as 
I  am  quite  snre  he  will  not,  to  applf  them  to 
the  work  of  internal  improvement — to  the  con- 
atmction  of  roads  and  canals. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  B±BBOtm)  snsgesta,  in 
an  undertone,  s^d  Mr.  S.,  the  reduction  of  the 
rinking  fund.  This  will  he  necessary  whether 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  be  adopted  or  not. 
Xicludinz  the  Bank  stock  ukd  the  three  per 
cents,  it  will  be  foond  that,  by  the  operation 
of  the  present  sinking  fund,  there  wonia,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1830,  be  only  $4,SSS,000  of 
the  national  debt  redeemable;  oonsequently, 
tbere  wonld  be — 

In  the  year  1831,  a  ampLm  of  tfi,M4,000 
1882,  "  8,804,000 

1888,  .         "  10,188,000 

188*,  "  17,178,000 

ISSS,  "  11,303,000 

When  the  li 


Snob  will  be  the  reeolt  of  Ihe  operationa  ct 
the  existing  sinking  fond,  even  dioold  the  prop- 
osition t>e  rejected.  These  large  accnmnlationa 
of  money  in  the  Treasory  mnst  oeonr — it  is  nn- 
avoidable,  unless  yon  reduce  the  ainldiw  fund 
to  $7,000,000.  He  had  made  a  calonlation  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  the  pnbllo 
debt  (the  bank  stock  and  three  [>er  cents  ex- 
eepted)  wonld  be  oompletcly  extingnialked  in 
18S5,  when  the  last  portlmi  of  the  debt  became 
redeemaUe,  by  a  abiking  f^ud  of  $7,000,000, 
and  leave  a  surplaa  at  tba  end  of  that  tim*  o( 
1186,000 :  in  ISSe  sev«i  millions  of  the  bank 
stodt  ooDld  be  paid  off  if  deemed  expedient. 

By  thoa  redaoiag  the  sinking  ftmd  to  tT.OOO- 
000,  $8,000,000  wonM  be  aonnallT  rdeaaed 
from  the  pablio  debt  which  ooold  be  uipUed 
to  a  ^ilem  of  internal  improvement,  proaotung 
the  most  happy  effect  np<Mi  the  nationjl  pros- 
perity. It  wonld  not  postpone  the  final  p^- 
meni  of  the  debt,  but  onh  uirow  forward  lh« 
anrplna  of  the  redeematde  debt  in  1826  and 
'Se  Qpon  the  years  1881,  '88,  and  'M,  when 
very  small  portions  of  the  debt  wonld  be  re- 
deemable ;  and  tfaas  the  whole  of  the  dnking 
fond  wonld  t«  kept  actively  and  profitably  em- 
ployed nntil  the  final  extinction  of  the  del>t  in 
1886.  Henoe,  Mr.  8.  contended,  whether  the 
proposition  be  adopted  or  not,  it  was  the  Ro- 
tate of  a  sound  and  enligbteMd  policy  to  re- 
duce the  present  sinking  fond  from  $10,000,000 
to  $7,000,000. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Bax- 
bock)  suggests  to  me  the  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties. To  this  Mr.  S.  said  he  oonld  not  assent; 
the  duties  were  imposed  for  purposes  of  proteo- 
tion,  and  not  for  revenue :  they  were  impoaed 
to  protect  our  national  Indnsby — to  protect 
domestic  nianufactares  from  the  minous  effect 
of  foreign  oompetition.  He  oonld  not  thwe- 
fore,  consent  to  their  rq>eal.  He  wonld  oolleet 
the  revenue  for  one  important  otjieot — the  pro- 
teotion  of  our  manpfaotnree— and  send  it  back 
to  the  people  who  pud  it,  for  another  equally 
important  object,  the  improvement  of  their 
conn  try. 

Mr.  FoBT  said  he  rose  with  a  view  to  advo- 
cate  the  resolution,  but  in  doing  so,  he  Mt 
great  difflenlty  and  great  embsrraasment,  aa  he 
must  follow  the  honorable  gentlemaa  firom  Vb^ 
pida,  who  had  given  to  the  enbjeot  the  inveall- 
gation  of  a  master,  and  had  presented  hie  view 
of  it  in  so  logenions  and  eloqnent  a  manner. 
He  thought  the  argnmMit  of  that  gentleman  had 
not  yet  been  refoted ;  he  had  rested  his  cal4»il»- 
tions  on  a  mathematical  basis,  but  they  had  not 
yetlKenmet:  those  who  had  attempted  to  meet 
them  had  not  drawn  their  topics  of  aigiimeot 
from  the  dednotions  of  arithmetic,  that  sure, 
nnerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  thoee  who 
rely  upon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  conclusion. 
The  gentleman,  said  Mr,  F.,  has  given  a  com- 
prehensive  view  of  the  whole  subject — he  haa 
treated  it  with  the  skiU  of  a  master,  and  who 
shall  venture  to  follow  faim  t  The  sQUeot  waa 
confessedly  cme  of  great  obsenrity :  it  baa  pu> 
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lied  the  wise,  aad  the  fool  need  not  be  ashamed 


the  natnre  of  this  kurtltntiont  when  waa  it 
(diarteredt  and  for  what  parposet  and  what 
was  the  oonditiou  of  Uie  national  correnej 
when  it  first  went  into  operation  t  The  onr- 
renej'  was  in  a  broken  and  conftieed  aitaation 
— the  variooB  kinda  of  paper  were  made  pa7a- 
ble  at  abort  distances  of  time,  and  credit  was 
Totj  eeneral]?  impaired.  To  remedy  this  aCate 
of  tbniKB,  and  to  aid  the  OoTernment  in  its 
flnanoial  operations,  a  National  Bank  was  cre- 
ated, with  a  capital  of  thirtj-flve  milliona  of 
dollars.  This  amount  was  tbonght  to  be  verv 
large,  and  fears  were  entertained  that  bo  mnoh 
■took  would  never  find  purchasers  at  ite  par 
value.  Those  who  felt  these  apprehenaiona 
reasoned  from  principles  which  had  been  now  so 
ablj  lud  down  in  relation  to  the  propor- 
tion between  demand  and  snpplf.  To  ud  in 
the  disposal  of  this  stook,  the  OoTemment  took 
It  to  the  amonnt  of  seven  milhona,  and  received 
from  the  bank  a  htmtu  of  (1,600,O0D.  (On  this 
anUect  some  dispute  had  arisen,  but  it  had 
finulf  boen  decided  that  the  bank  bad  a  right 
to  give  this  sum.)  What  was  the  result  of  tlie 
szperimentt  Twentj-eigbt  millions  of  the 
stock  was  thrown  into  the  market  in  one  day. 
ITaa  there  aoj  difficulty  in  finding  pnrchasera ) 
Did  the  stock  sell  1  It  was  a  time  of  great  pe- 
onniarT'  distresa :  did  this  prevent  the  aaie  ? 
The  whole  amonnt  waa  bonght  op  almost  as 
soon  as  it  was  offered  in  market.  What  a  com- 
ment did  thia  &ct  fbmish  on  the  present  fears 
of  gentlemen  I  When  it  is  proposed  to  sell,  wo 
are  told  the  market  will  be  glutted,  and  down 
Boea  the  atook.  Nay,  aa  soon  as  the  propmal 
IS  heard  of,  down  will  go  the  stock.     Bnt  can 


millions  without  the  least  difficulty  t  We 
told  that  the  valae  of  stook  is  a  moral  consid- 
eration— (hat  its  value  depends  much  on  wheth- 
er the  charter  la  to  contmne ;  and  that,  if  this 
Is  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  of  the  lees 
valne,  beoaose  there  is  a  diffionlty  in  dosing 
the  oonoems  of  the  Bank.  Bnt  if  the  holders 
of  stock  are  under  an  erroneons  impres 
to  the  probability  of  the  charter's  being 
ed,  the  sooner  tJiey  are  nndeceived  tbe  better. 
Is  it  aot  due  to  them  at  once  to  say,  that  Gov- 
ommont  is  under  no  obligation  to  renew  it  1 
Oertiunly.  When  the  penod  for  its  renewal 
oomes,  those  who  shall  occopy  seats  in  thif 
House  shall  judge  of  the  propriety  of  renewing ; 
not  from  any  ooligation  tbey  are  supposed  ti: 
lie  under  to  renew  it,  but  from  considerations 
drawn  from  their  views  of  the  good  of  the 
tion.  The  gentleman  from  Uassachasetta  has 
told  us,  tiiat,  before  tbe  old  Bank  expired,  its 
stock  rose  to  110  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  tbe  institution.  If  this  be  so,  what 
Boonrity  have  we,  that  the  babble  will  not  again 
bnrstf  What  cwtainty  have  we,  that  the  pres- 
«Dt  advance  of  28^  per  cent,  is  not  also  Uke 


consequenee  of  some  miananagementt  Who 
are  the  dealers  in  stook  t  and  why  do  stcdi 
rise  snd  fall,  so  that  by  tlieir  fluctnalioa^ 
whole  fortunes  are  often  swept  away!  Tbe 
reason  is  plain :  There  are  a  few  persms  who 
know  the  oausea  of  oliBUges  In  price,  while  Iht 
great  mass  of  tbe  holders  know  nothing  it  sB 
of  the  matter,  and  are  left  to  tlie  mere  meity 
of  events.  But,  if  the  Book  is  r«ally  so  litnsted 
that  the  nation  can  know  nothing  of  its  con- 
cerns, the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  the  bttta. 
The  nation  is  a  mere  stockholder  in  tbe  Bnk, 
it  has,  as  sneh,  all  the  rights  of  any  other  stod- 
holder,  and  may  sell  out  its  interest  whownt 
it  may  think  it  most  expedient  to  do  so.  Bol, 
what  right  have  we  to  suppose  that  the  holdon 
of  the  stock  do  not  themselves  know  its  trs* 
value  t  The  selling  off  of  onr  portion  of  Uit 
stock  can  have,  if  any,  but  a  very  trivial  effect 
Onr  selling  ont  of  our  stock  cannot  jostij  b« 
interpreted  as  a  proof  that  the  Oovemmtot 
have  withdrawn  their  protection  fhan  fi* 
Bank ;  there  is  no  gentleman  here  who  thinki 
of  touching  the  charter  during  the  period  it  bM 
to  run — and  the  buyer  of  the  stock  knows  Uui 
He  goes  into  the  market  with  his  witaabont 
him.  Do  ^ntlemen  suppose  that  the  bayeriit 
this  stock  IS  in  ignorance  of  what  is  trsnssctil 
here !  And  why  do  they  suppose  he  will  fnr 
to  purchase  it ;  if,  while  7  millions  of  the  pab- 
lie  stock  is  taken  out  of  it,  by  paying  so  modi 
of  the  public  debt,  tbe  same  amount  is  thnnra 
into  it  by  the  sale  of  our  bank  stock  t  Bdi^i 
by  such  a  trangaction,  the  market  will  virtoallr 
be  left  as  it  is  at  present.  I  am  willing  to  u- 
low  that  the  stookholdera  purohssed  with  Iba 
understanding  that  the  Oovemment  would  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  stock  in  the  Bank.  It  ta- 
toinly  WBB  not  to  be  anticipated  that  tbe  Gcr- 
ernment  would  sell  out  during  the  present  jtar. 
Bnt  the  qnestion  of  its  value  is  a  naUcr  d 
very  simple  calculation.  According  to  the  «■ 
curity  of  payment,  and  the  rate  of  interest  pud, 
BO  will  be  the  price  of  the  stock  in  msrkit 
Our  citizens  are  not  going  to  be  decdved.  '• 
have  thrown  enongh  in  the  market  to  test  ill 
value,  and  that  valne  is  well  asoertained. 

Hr.  HhxojKi-s  said  that,  after  the  discnsiia 
which  the  subject  had  received,  and  all  thd 
had  been  said,  and  so  well  said,  he  should  not 
have  boen  disposed  to  protract,  in  any  degiK^ 


iog  to  ulterior  consequences  of  Bo  small  n»- 
ment,  had  not  fallen  from  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  entored  into  the  discnasion,  wbni 
he  thought  did  not  belong  either  to  tbe  criA 
or  to  tbe  subject  itself.  He  should,  othe^r^»^ 
have  contented  himself  with  a  silent  vote  o" 
the  negative,  however  highly  he  respected  ttH 
motives  of  tJie  mover  of  the  proposition,  sad 
have  rested  the  vindication  of  the  vote  lie»* 
about  to  give  on  the  unanswerable  argiuneiit 
which  his  coHeagaee  and  tbe  gentlemaii  trM 
Massachusetts  (Ur.  GosoAM)  had  prcecnted  d 
this  snlgecL 
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Bnt  geDtleman  had  not  stopped  when  this 
'    I  properly  ended;  the  conrse  wbioh 


J  had  taken  in  their  uvDment,  had  seemed 
lOBt  f«  *iniply,  that  the  deciaion  of  the  pres- 
ent qnestion  had,  if  not  a  direct,  at  least  a  re- 


mote connection  with  a  larger  and 
portant  inqnirf  in  telatioa  to  the  policy  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  Uie  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  How,  for  one,  he  wished  this  kept  en- 
tirely out  of  Tiew ;  and  he  proleated,  in  Hmirtt, 
asBinst  either  the  discussion  or  vote  of  the 
Hoose  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentlt 
Viifinia  being  considered  as  an  indioaUon  of 
tlie  feelings,  maoh  lees  a  oommitment  of  the 
opinion  of  this  body,  to  which  do  snch 
«Ten  indirectly  belongs,  and  which  the 
tereeta  of  the  conntry  requires  sbonld  l>o  an 
open  quwtion,  t«  be  decided  by  those  who  are 
to  oome  aftar  ns,  with  a  knowledge  amplified 
and  oorrected  by  the  experience  of  eight  years 
to  oome.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  be 
a  lai^  he  might  almost  soy 
question,  perhaps  in  a  period  of  peace  the 
most  so  of  any  which  was  likely  to  agitate 
thit  confederacy  for  the  next  qnarter  of  a 
oentnry.  He  was  aware  that  uiis  gigantio 
Institation,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
ironld  be  brought  to  a  strict  account ;  that  it 
would  he  inquired  how  it  had  discharged  the 
high  purposes  for  which  it  was  created ;  wheth- 
er it  had,  indeed,  giren  us  a  noiform  cuirency, 
oopioos  and  healtl^il ;  whether  it  had  eqnaliied 
tha  ezchan^  of  the  conntry,  and  had  applied, 
at  the  periods  it  was  most  wanted,  a  remedy 
to  one  of  the  severest  evils  that  can  be&lt  a 
community  at  all  advanced  in  civilizatiou  and 
the  arts — a  decreasing  circulating  medinm. 
Theae  were  qnestjons  he,  for  one,  was  williug 
to  leave  with  those  who  would  be  called  upon 
to  decide  them,  as  well  as  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated relations,  coustitntional  and  political, 
irhich  belonged  to  the  whole  topic. 

It  was  true  that  his  oolleagne  (Mr.  Molhw- 
nz)  bad  expressed  his  satisfaction .  that  the 
ffentteman  from  Virginia  should  have  indicated 
Bis  batief  that  the  charter  of  tha  Bank  of  the 
TToited  States  would  be  renewed.  He,  Ur.  H., 
vronld  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 
founded  on  enlarged  consideration  of  national 
policy,  bnt  he  wonld  undertake  to  say  this, 
tha^  without  public  sentiment  in  the  State 
from  wbioh  they  both  came,  underwent  some 
ohang^  before  this  question  came  np  for  con- 
sideration if  he  and  his  collaagne  entertained 
inch  opinions  then,  he  rather  thought  their 
oonatituents  would  be  apt  to  depute  some  other 
agents  than  themselves,  to  represent  their  sen- 
timents ou  this  subject,  hoivever  highly  and 
Justly  the  constituents  of  his  friend  and  col- 
loague  appreciated  his  (Mr.  MoD's)  public 
services.  The  truth  was  not  to  be  concealed, 
that  in  til  those  States  in  which  the  income  of 
the  Qovernment  vastly  exoeeds  its  local  ezpen' 
ditores,  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  felt  with  more  or  less  severity 
;  on  the  other  hand,  in  those 


State*  where  the  Government  spends  locaUy 
a  greater  part  of  what  it  collects,  the  operation 
of  this  institution  is  not  only  comparatively 
innocent  but  beneficisl.  SouUi  Oarolina  h^ 
pens,  imibrtunately,  to  bo  in  the  former  pre- 
oicament,  out  of  that  vei7  condition  of  thmga 
which  he  had  indicated,  and,  slthoo^  the 
Bank  of  the  TTnited  States  was  a  mere  instru- 
ment, it  was  very  natural  for  those  who  were 
writhiog  under  the  exbaostion,  to  find  iault 
with  the  organ  of  suction  itself,  and  in  the 
agony  arimng  from  taking  the  medicament  not 
to  be  entirelf  satisSed  with  its  sanative  in- 
fluence. 

There  was  another  point  in  this  discustion 
against  which  he  would  enter  his  protest,  and 
that  was  the  inflneuces  that  were  employed 
from  abroad,  for  b^ttdng  an  extraordinary 
sensitiveness  in  this  Eoose  that  any  allusion  to 
the  Bank  of  the  Unitod  States,  And  the  con- 
nection of  the  Gtovemment  with  it,  was  a  most 
serious  derangement  of  the  finanotot  condition 
of  the  country.  Some  gentleman  seemed  to 
think  this  subject  was  omy  to  be  touched  by 
the  praotised  hand  of  a  flmdbolder;  that  a 
man  of  plain  sense  and  common  honesty  was 
not  to  ^proach  it;  and  above  all,  it  was 
eminenOy  mischievous  lor  the  Bepreaentativea 
of  the  people  to  entertain  such  a  discussion, 
or  inquire  mto  our  interest  in  this  co-partner- 
ship, forsooth,  because  the  speculations  on 
'Change  might  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  some  over-grown  stockjobber  realize  two  or 
three  per  oeuL  less  than  he  otherwise  would. 
He  knew  well  that  a  plethoric  fundholder 
was  one  of  the  most  sensitive  mortals  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  he  considered  the 
barometer  of  'Change  Alley,  of  almost  as  much 
value  as  the  scriptures ;  and  a  fall  in  the  price 
of  stock  nearly  as  severe  a  calamity  as  the 
entire  loss  of  the  sacred  writings.  Oohbett  has 
humorously  told  ns,  that  nobody  can  touch  a 
raffle  in  the  brocade  of  the  Old  Lady  io  Thread- 
needle  Street,  as  he  calls  the  Bank  of  England, 
without  ^ving  her  a  fit  of  hysterica  and  act- 
ing the  whole  country  in  commotion.  Wa 
seem  to  be  coming  to  Uie  same  state  of  things, 
this  is  not  all;  my  fiieod  from  Virginia 
cannot  introduce  a  matter  involving  a  mere 
financial  question  of  profit  and  loss,  without 
being  charged  with  a  party  plot  of  the  worst 

Now,  ur,  although  this  gentleman  has  quite 
wit  enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  firmness 
enough  to  carry  into  effect,  a  tolerable  coD^l- 
racy  on  all  proper  occanona,  he  baa  too  much 
honesty  to  be  engaged  in  any  that  are  not  in 
harmony  with  the  purity  and  int^rity  of  hia 
whole  life;  aud  quite  too  much  wisdom  to 
undertake  a  conspiracy,  withoat  previonaly 
providing  conspirators,  which  he  seems  to  have 
overlooked  iu  this  matter;  yet,  depend  upon 
it,  that  many  an  old  fundholder,  roasting  hia 
feet  before  the  fire,  will  tremble  in  his  flannel 
for  his  pium,  and  no  doubt  exclaim — there^ 
yon  see  how  it  is  the  moment  theae  Jukaon 
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goes  1 

hiKh,"  and  we  Bhall  next  see  tbe  "military 
ohieftain"  tSter  bia  election,  making  his  war, 
■word  in  hand,  into  tbe  vaults  of  the  Bank, 
and  seizing  its  coffera  as  bis  especial  portjon  of 
the  booty  after  the  strife  aud  victory.  Be 
qniet,  geatleroeD.  Be  asanred  we  do  not  mean 
to  ran  OUT  beads  against  tbe  Bank  of  tbe 
United  StatAa — sad  this  onr  vote  will  show. 

Bnt,  nr,  to  be  seriona,  I  am  fiv  from  thinking 
that  it  is  an  evil  U>  those  who  permanently 
inTert  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
to  know  that  the  policy  of  that  InstitntioD 
mar  sometimes  he  discussed  ben,  however  pre- 
JndiciBl  it  may  be  to  the  interest  of  those  who 
■pecnlate  in  its  scrip. 

If  our  silenoe  at  any  time  when  we  oneht 
to  speak  gives  an  artificial  appreciation  to  tliis 
■tock,  it  is  tbe  widow  and  the  orphan,  and 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  their  own  igno- 
rance and  tbe  knavery  of  others,  who  suffer, 
and  who  will  be  sore  to  suffer,  if  any  false 
deductions  are  made  from  the  sentiments 
wbicb  the  Hoose  is  abont  to  prononnce  on  the 
■ingle  proposition  before  them. 

That  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolntion  of  the 
gentleman,  I  need  scarcely  repeat,  and  for 
reasons  which  are  at  once  connected  with  con- 
riderationa  that  carry  with  them  somewhat  the 
fbroe  of  a  moral  obligation ;  reasons  which 
were  stated  with  onanswerable  force  by  my 
oolleagne,  ^Mr.  Dbatton,)  which  may  be  com- 
prehended m  a  single  sentence,  to  wit;  that  it 
entered  into  tbe  consideration  of  the  1,000,000 
dollars  which  the  Bank  paid  the  United  St«t«e 
aa  bonca,  that  this  co-partnership  shonld  con- 
tinne  dnring  the  dnration  of  the  charter. 

I  tAj,  then,  let  this  institntion  go  on  nnem- 
barraased  by  either  onr  fears  or  pr^ndices ;  let 
it  eqjoy  all  those  advantages  for  wnich  it  was 
honestly  and  f^thfnlly  paid  a  full  eqaivalent. 
And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the  present, 
let  as  be  aneommitted  as  to  the  fVitare. 

Mr,  Wanes  said  he  had  yesterday  opposed 
the  motion  for  adjomnroent  from  bis  anxiety 
to  aee  llie  question  disposed  o^  and  had  not 
intended  to  say  a  word  in  the  debate;  but 
■Ince  it  had  been  diacnssed  to  day,  it  had  pre- 
sented itself  U>  his  mind  in  a  donble  aspect. 
One  of  these  views  Lad  been,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, anticipated,  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  who  had  jnst  taken  his  seat;  he 
wonld  therrfore  curtail  what  he  had  intended 
to  say  on  that  head.  He  Joined  heartily  in  the 
protest  against  any  pledge  being  derived  from 
the  decision  of  the  present  qaestion,  as  to  what 
Uiia  House  would  do  when  tbe  question  of 
renewal  of  the  Bank  charter  should  come 
before  it.  He  held  that  the  Honse  would  be 
onder  no  obligation  derived  forro  this  source, 
bnt  perfectly  &ee  and  unfettered  aa  to  grant- 
ing or  reftising.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lauon;  not,  however,  because  he  held  the  sale 
of  Btook  to  be  any  violation  of  a  eontraet  with 
tlie  Bank.  '  The  contract  of  Govemment  with 


tlM  Bonk  oontained  two  apeciflo  ohHgationi; 
first,  that  the  OoTenunent  shall  superriss  lbs 
maimer  in  which  Us  afiUra  are  ocmduoted.  Ihii 
stipulation  was  separate  sad  indepsbdnt;  it 
was  introdnoed  beoaoae  the  United  Stales  wtrs 
to  make  all  Ita  deponiA  in  this  Bank.  Bnti 
second  stlpDlattoa  was,  that  tbe  QcramHM 
shonld  have  a  share  in  the  direotioD,  as  it  no- 
thtned  bound  to  inperintatd  also  tlte  libotiK 
and  lnt«Te«ts  of  tiie  American  people.  Sbodj 
a  mammoth  institBtlon  like  this  be  IcA  witkoat 
any  speeid  gnardUmaUp  or  oontrol,  it  nd^ 
poMbly  beoMne  an  in^momt  in  the  buds 
of  some  amUtloua  aajdrant  to  pot  a  ovn 
npon  hia  head  and  ruin  the  freedom  and  hi^ 
nesi  of  hia  peofde.  Tiis  next  stipnlatita  wi^ 
that  the  United  8tat«t  aboold  Md  oBfrWk 

Eart  of  the  stock  of  tite  Bank.  As  a  stock- 
older,  however,  she  has  dearly  a  right  to  sdl 
out  whenever  she  shall  de«tn  it  expedient  lor 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  bo.  We  are  told  in  lbs 
vdnme  of  trnth,  "  all  tilings  are  lawftd  ten^ 
but  all  things  are  not  expedient."  The  sds 
was  lawAiI,  Dot  he  was  opposed  to  it  as  aot 
being  expedient — and  of  this  he  didnotdei^ 
to  convince  tbe  genUeman  from  Yii^nia  mn 
the  argoments  he  had  himself  employed.  Tbst 
gentleman  bad  shown  that  the  price  of  Iks 
stock  depends  upon  the  abandance  of  lbs 
means  to  pnrohase  it,  and  the  difficulty  of  ctlisr 
investment,  and  had  correctly  insisted  tbst  if 
whUe  United  State  stock  is  diminished  ij 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  the  uMW 
of  other  investments  are  supplied  by  throwing 
so  much  Bank  stock  into  market,  no  grsst 
difference  in  tbe  state  of  the  market  wts  jwltr 
t«  be  apprehended.  There  mi^t  perhaps  1m  s 
temporary  depreseimi  in  the  price  of  this  atook, 
*"-*  't  would  M  only  temporary  and  transent; 
]  much  of  the  genUeman's  argument  hs 
entirely  agreed.  Another  point  of  the  irrt- 
ment  was,  that,  in  prt^rtitm  as  the  Piw 
Debt  was  paid  off.  the  opportuniHea  of  inveat- 
int  enjoyed  by  the  pnbUc  creditors,  ou^tto 
.  increased.  This  also  was  true  as  a  g<Mnl 
pomtion.  Bnt  were  they  not  abnndsm^  sad 
diuly  increasing  t  Tbla  was  a  moment  of  nt 
specolation  In  undertakings  at  all  sorts.  lb* 
stocks  in  market  were  almost  innnmeriUs: 
Uanafactnring  associations,  canal  comptfiii^ 
road  companies,  te.,&o.,  were  all  ooEopetilo'' 
for  the  loose  and  floating  capital  of  tbe  BtHai- 
Thia  was,  therefore,  a  most  nnpropitioua  nHoMt 
at  which  to  offer  onr  stock  for  sale,  n* 
modes  of  investmenta  were  already  poeawei— 
and,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  doebiB^ 
in  relation  to  demand  and  Gujmty,  the  sfa)4 
could  not  be  expected  now  to  bold  its  pw"- 
But  ahonld  Qovemmuit  wait  till  these  sevtral 
stocks  were  in  a  good  degree  taken  up,  tli« 
United  States  Bank  Stock  might  be  offerM 
with  much  better  prospects  of  a  profitabls  Bt)*< 
Instead  of  88  per  oent.,  it  might  thai  bnH 
CO,  and  even  SO  per  oent.  advance. 

"  The  Qnestion  "  was  now  loudly  d 
bom  all  ndes  of  the  Honae. 
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Mr.  BiXBOva  taw  to  make  mhho  coDdnding 

Aa  to  ths  general  prindplea  whioh  haA  been 
•dTanoed  on  the  ouiar  side,  he  would  not 
detun  the  Honse  save  b^  a  allele  remark ;  and 
tJiat  w^  that  if  he  coold  for  one  moment 
believe,  that,  bj  introdaeuig  the  present  meaa- 
ore,  he  was  in  the  remotest  manner  touching 
the  nledged  &ith  of  the  nation,  the  resolution 
voiUd  have  fallen  atUl-bom  from  hia  hand. 
That  filth  which  holdi  t<wether  the  moral  as 
'well  aa  Ctie  political  world,  he  would  never 
TiolAte.  Oomplainta  bad  also  been  made,  that 
by  effeothig  anch  a  sale,  the  Goremment  would 
treat  the  &ak.  nnjortlj.  This,  alao,  was  what 
be  would  never  be  ffuiltj  of;  but  was  thia 
oomplaint  well  founded  t  Gentlemen  spoke 
ol  iitM  great  advantagea  conferred  b;  the  Bank 
on  the  QoTemment,  and  npeak  as  tbongh  we 
were  under  obligatuina  of  gratitude  to  that 
institHtion.  Obligations  of  gratitndel  And 
MK  la,  aa  stookludders,  to  be  bonnd  on  this 
oondderation  I  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
(iiUy  redprocated.  Nay,  the  depoutea  alone 
of  the  iomienae  fiinda  of  Uie  nation  were  an 


twenty  miUioua  of  dollars.  Mow,  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  to  all  pervons  conrereant  iu 
banking  operatiouB,  that  cash  in  the  vaults  of  a 
bank  forms  almost  at  efGcient  a  fond  on  which 
to  proceed,  as  the  stock  itself.  It  is  true  this 
amount  is  Uabte  to  be  called  for  by  its  owners 
at  any  moment;  bat  it  generally  happened 
tha^  while  anms  were  drawn  oat  by  some,  they 
were  depouted  by  others,  and  that  one  so 
nearly  balanced  the  other,  that  the  specie  in 
tbe  vsntts  bad  very  truly  been  sud  to  change 
its  owners  much  more  frequently  than  its 
place.  The  Government,  too,  can  borrow 
mcmey  at  five  and  four  and  a  half  per 
«nd  might  even  get  it  at  four  per  centum. 
Bank  had  secured  by  ita  charter  the  important 
privil^e  of  receiving  six  per  cent,  mterest 
on  all  the  notee  discounted  by  It,  which 
privilege  was  secured  for  twenty  ^ears.  And 
thoDgh  the  rate  of  stock  mar  ^  diminished  by 
the  mismanagement  of  tbe  institntion,  Ukat  is 
not  to  be  ohuged  to  the  Government,  and  doea 
not  enter  into  the  oonaideratlon  of  gratitnde. 
Beadea,  this  Back  is  a  kind  of  monopoly  of 
the  advantages  derived  from  Government :  be 
the  Government  is  bound  to  charter  no  other 
Bank  within  the  United  Btatea,  unless  in  the 
distriot  of  Columbia.  Ui.  B.  oondnded,  with 
deolariflg  that  though  he  would  never  be  the 
eoosoions  instrnmeut  of  violating  in  any  manner 
the  futh  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think 
tJiat  the  Bank  could  make  any  Just  complaint 
so  long  aa  it  oontiuuea  to  get  more  than  an 
eqoiruent  for  all  the  advantages  ever  derived 
fram  its  inatltutiou. 

Tbe  question  waa  thenttaken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  yeas  9 — nays  174. 

" rejected. 


MoitsAT,  December  24. 
Old  Sedttum  Lav. 

Jli.  Hamilton  submitted  the  following : 

Wbcraas  a  law  was  passed  b;  the  CongreSB  of  the 
United  States,  approved  on  the  14th  JuIt,  1798,  en- 
titled "An  act  in  addititm  to  an  act  for  tbe  pndsh- 
mant  of  certain  Crimea  against  the  United  States ;" 
whieh  nid  act  la  commomj  known  by  the  nMBe  of 
tbe  Sedition  law ; 

St  it  rmolfd.  That  the  said  law  waa  a  violation 
of  the  Coniiiiution  of  the  Dnlted  States,  by  "  abridg- 
ingthe  freedom  of  the  press." 

Bi  U  furthtr  molveil.  That,  as  several  persou 
ware  indicted,  convSoted,  and  mUerti  in  pecmdary 
pensltieB  under  ihS$  law,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  IhU  which 
shall  make  fidi  provUon  fcr  refunding  to  the  add 
penona  the  unount,  with  lawfU  intercat,  of  tbe  Ansa 
which  they  may  have  paid  to  tbe  leqwetive  Har- 
shak  of  the  District  Ctnirts  empowered  to  levy  and 
teeeive  the  sane.  And  is  case  ef  the  death  or  tbe 
abeence  fron  tbe  tJnited  Stalaa,  of  any  irf  the  a^d 
parties,  then  to  their  Iqtal  tepresentatives,  or  sech 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authoriied  tc  re- 
ceivB  the  same. 

Ur.  HucKTOM  aud,  that  he  did  not  riae  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  the  House  to  consider, 
at  the  present  moment,  the  reeolutiona  whit^ 
he  had  Just  had  the  honor  of  submitting.  Hia 
ottjeot  waa  rather  to.indioate  the  time  at  which 
ha  should  ask  such  a  oonsiderstion :  for  he  was 
aware  that  the  reeolutiona  covered  too  maoh 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  delicate  con- 
uderationa,  both  of  principle  and  eipedienoy, 
to  be  precipitately  disonsaed. 

He  hoped  thaL  aa  an  act  of  Justice  whioh 
he  owed  to  biauelf,  he  might  be  perndtted  to 
avow,  thatL  in  moving  in  thb  matter,  he  waa 
influenced  by  no  derire  to  make  tbe  past  aab- 
serrient  to  any  purpose  of  caotemiiorary  excite- 
ment. The  reaolntionB  were  iDtroaucedbeoanaa 
he  believed  that  tbe  parties  who  had  suffered 
in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  Sedition  Law, 
were  Jnst  as  muoh  entitled  to  hare  the  fines 
whioh  th^  had  oM  refunded  to  theto,  aa  aa 
ordinary  suitor  in  a  Court  of  Justice  waa  to 
have  a  anm  of  money  refonded  to  him  whioh 
he  had  paid,  either  through  flwid  or  mistake^ 
and,  in  bia  homhle  opinion,  the  only  effectual 
mode  irf  offeiiog  a  fit  atonement  for  the  viola- 
tion inflicted  on  tbe  OMistitntion,  by  the  pass- 
age of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  make  fiill 
indemnity  to  tiiose  who  had  suffered  by  Its 
enforcement. 

The  question  waa  one  pnrely  <d  abstract 
jnstioe  and  conititntional  law,  and,  as  such, 
he  desired  to  present  it.  He  challenged  the 
fullest  discussion  and  freest  opposition,  and  had 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the  light 
whieh  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elidt,  he 
shoald  be  convinced  that  he  waa  snstainioK  on 
principle,  an  untenable  position,  be  would  be 
the  first  to  rdieve  tbe  House  of  all  fnrther 
trouble  in  regard  to  the  T•eolution^  by  mo^iag 
to  withdraw  them,  Bn^  believing  preciaely  the 
,  revene,  all  he  asked  wai  aa  eqtul  ftenknew 


»B.] 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


on  all  Hides  of  the  Houh,  that  Hm  qaestton  might 
1m  met,  not  bliakad  or  ahnnned,  and  flnul;, 
openlj,  and  manfnUr,  set  at  rest  forever. 

He  would,  therefore,  for  the  present,  moTO 
that  the  resolntioas  be  printed,  and  lie  on  Uie 
table,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 


Thubsp&t,  December  37. 
Jinolvtumarj/  Land  WarratU*. 

The  following;  resolntion,  nibmitted  hy  Mr. 
IfmsK,  wu  tak^  np  and  read. 

"  Bttolted,  that  the  Secreluj  of  Wu-  ba  directed 
to  Itj  before  thii  Hoom  a  nalement  of  the  number 
of  unitary  Laud  Wuruiu  due  to  olHcen  and  >ol- 
dien  of  the  RerolutioDarj  war,  which  remaiD  ia  hii 
oOee  DDcalled  for,  d«e[giiating  the  number  of  war- 
rant! and  quantity  of  land  due  to  the  Hne  of  each 
Btate,  reipectiTelj.  And  that  he  aleo  Mate  wbat 
number  of  lach  warranta  have  ieaued  from  the  War 
Department  within  the  last  flve  jeaia." 

Ur.  OoRDiirT  BuggeBted  a  doubt  of  the  prn- 
denoe  of  ancb  a  meaaare  aa  the  resolntion  pro- 
posed. If  the  inform&tioa  Maght  for  was 
to  be  published,  the  intereats  of  those  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  would  be 
enioaed  to  injury,  and  a  scene  of  speculation 
take  place  each  as  every  one  would  deprecate.' 

l£r.  UiHKB  observed,  that  the  names  of  per- 
tooB  entitled  to  Military  Bounty  Lands  were  not 
asked  for  by  the  resolution,  and  would  not, 
of  oonrse,  be  gi^^n.  The  informstion  sought 
was,  the  nnmber  of  WArrants  dne  to  each  Line 
on  the  Oontinentol  Establishment,  and  the 
nnmber  of  warrants  issued  during  the  last  five 
years.  At  the  lust  session,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
had  taken  occasion  to  draw  tJie  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  sntyect;  and  on  his  moUon  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  authorizing  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  time  for  soldiers  to  apply  for  their  wai^ 
rants.  A  bill  was  reported,  and  a  law  passed 
ht  tiiat  parpose.  At  that  time  he  learned  and 
stated  the  extraordinary  fact  that  there  were 
no  less  than  mz  hundred  land  warrants  dae  to 
the  FeuDsylvania  line  alone.  The  presumption 
was  a  fair  one,  that  there  was  a  proportionate 
number  dne  to  the  line  of  every  other  State, 
existing  at  the  Revolution;  in  the  aggregate 
making  some  thousands  of  warrants,  embracing 
some  of  the  first  lands  in  Ohio.  In  this  point 
of  view,  it  would  be  seen  to  be  a  niatt«  of 
considerable  importance.  My  purpose,  etid 
Mr.  M.,  in  asking  information  in  this  precise 
form,  was  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  many  members,  to  the  snbject 
Each  gentleman,  &om  the  old  thirteen  Stat«s, 
•eeing  the  number  of  warrants  still  dne  to  his 
own  State,  woold,  of  conrw,  feel  a  more  lively 
Interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
leam,  merely,  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  war- 
rants due  to  the  whole  army.  As  It  regarded 
Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the 
subject ;  uz  hundred  military  land  warrants, 
diabihuted  among  her  old  soldiers,  or  their 


repreeentatives,  would  carry  comfort  to  rnny 
a  cottage.  It  was  their  due.  It  vu  tli* 
price  of  tlieir  toil  and  blood,  and  oagfat  not, 
m  his  opinion,  to  be  whhhdd  from  tben 
longer.  No  private  individual  would  fed 
justified,  if  he  had  title  papers,  or  property  of 
another  in  his  possession,  of  which  that  other 

Eerson  was  ignorant,  in  remaining  nleot,  and 
eeping  possession,  because  the  owner  did  Mt 
ask  for  Uiat  which,  though  his  own,  be  wm 
ignorant  of.  Ko,  sir,  an  honent  man  would  t^ 
pains  to  inform  the  rightfW  owner— to  brin 
home  to  him  a  knowledge  ot  his  rights.  Ur.  IL 
thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  ccnSd  ba 
rationallr  accounted  for,  that  snch  a  large  num- 
ber of  land  warrants  remained  due,  <hi1t  on 
the  supposition  that  the  persons  owning  uiein, 
were  Ignorant  of  their  Jost  claims :  near  hilt 
a  centniy  had  passed  away ;  the  soldiers  linng 
were  old  and  poor ;  it  was  IJme  knowledge,  ud 
thereby  jQBtiee,  should  be  brought  home  to 
tbem.  That  it  was  ignorance  of  theiihriglin 
prevented  application  for  their  warrants,  ra 
partially  proved  by  a  fact  which  had  beta 
stated  to  him.  A  gentleman  in  Marylsnd, 
highly  respectable  imd  intelligent,  did  mt 
obtain  a  warrant  dne  him,  ever  rince  the 
Revolution,  nntil  within  three  or  four  yesit 
accident  having  broc^ht  him  to  a  knowiedgt 
of  his  right.  If  intelligent  men  were  ignraant, 
the  poor  and  unlettered  soldier  might  be  pn- 
sumed  also  to  be  uninformed  of  his  jnst  clauni. 
Should  this  resolntion  pass,  s^d  Mr.  V.,  ud 
the  inforroation  songht  be  obtained,  it  wss  mj 
intention  to  propose  another  measure,  thatia,  to 
g^ve  information  in  every  State  of  the  imaH 
of  persons  entitled  to  land  warrants.  Butboe- 
toRire  the  War  Department  had,  and  rar 
wisely,  kept  snch  information  to  itself  M 
speculators  should  purchase  np  the  soldin^ 
nghts  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  obtain  all  tht 
benefits  themselves.  If  information  shoriJ  t» 
publicly  given,  this  must  be  efiectnally  gsirdd 
agtunst.  To  provide  such  safeguard,  St  Ibe 
same  time  that  information,  without  which  tkt 
soldiers  could  never  obtain  their  ri^t&,  iru  i 
part  of  his  plan.  He  would  provide  by  \n 
that  no  transfer  should  be  valid  for  five  jeM 
nor  then,  unless  approved  by  the  Governor  ol 
the  State  where  made,  as  Uie  gnardian  rftbt 
soldiers'  rights.  With  such  proviaon,  ie 
thought  the  name  of  every  pereon  entitled  Co  1 
warrant  might  safely  i>e  made  public  Bi* 
this  matter  for  future  consideration.  No  svch 
publication  was  now  contemplated — no  bsoi 
information  was  now  asked  for.  The'tHfonnt- 
tion  songht  hy  the  resolntion  could  ii«i|m 
benefit  the  speculator,  nor  imnre  Uie  Kiga- 
li would  be  general,  and  of  a  chancter  bi 
thought  useful  and  proper. 

Mr.  MoOoT  opposed  the  resolution,  as  UWj 
to  be  productive  of  more  harm  than  gow. 
Should  the  Becretari»of  War  publish  the  nM« 
of  these  warrantees,  it  would  lead  to  some^iM 
worse  than  speculation ;  it  woold  produce  fiw 
and  forgery.    Ha  conld  not  se«  ths  nse  of  calr 
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big  far  BQch  a  list.  It  mfty  be  inspected  bj 
(cj  member  at  pleasure,  on  tbe  books  of  the 
Departueut.  Let  gentlemen  eiamine  it  there, 
■na  if  thej  found  the  names  of  any  of  their 
own  eoDStitoents,  they  would  i!&DTej  the  in- 
formation to  them  in  a  iirivate  manner,  and 
thus  avoid  the  dangers  wnich  would  neceaea' 
rilf  attend  a  pobllcatioii  of  the  ttamee  to  all 
the  Torld. 

ISx.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  Dreenming  the  geotle- 
DUHi  who  moved  tbe  rewuution  was  not  aware 
that  aumilar  call  had  beenmadeafevseefflons 
■go,  colled  his  attention  to  that  fitct ;  and,  re- 
farnng  him  to  the  dooameuta  then  rebeived 
ftwn  the  Department,  moved  that  the  rewln- 
lioD  lie  on  the  table,  i^  least  till  the  gentleman 
could  have  an  opportonity  of  eumjning  them. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Thitbsdat,  Janoory  8,  1828. 

Hr.  Bbll  moved  the  fbUowing :        ^ 

Sfelvtd,  That  Ihe  Cammlttee  of  Ifllltar;  AfUis 

ba  lutracted   (o  iaqaire  bto  the  eipediency  of 

MUblUhiiig  an  armo^  on  Rome  point  on  Haipeth 

Utw,  la  the  State  of  TenDessee. 

Ur.  BzLL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  aa  the  resoln- 
tton  was  intended  only  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  on  Militarr  Affairs  to  the 
nMeet  smbmced  in  ft  he  did  not  present  him- 
nlf  before  the  Honse  for  the  purpose  of  maicing 
■□7  general  remarks  npon  the  eipediency  of 
BBtriiliahing  an  armory  npon  the  VTestern 
»atera  nor  with  any  view,  in  detail,  of  the 
pvQnds  upon  which  he  would  nrge  the  situa- 
tion of  that  particular  district  of  ttie  Weat,  for 
nch  an  establishment  designated  in  tbe  reso- 
hitioii.  Bot,  sdd  he,  as  in  offering  it,  I  do  not 
intend  to  pay  a  mere  compliment  of  the  season 
lo  the  tnlerests  of  that  section  of  the  country 
vldcb  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  beg 
save  now  to  stMe,  that,  if  the  subject  shall  be 
honght  of  snfficient  consequence  to  engage  t]ie 
arions  attention  of  the  committAe,  rand^in  my 
ndgment,  it  deserves  a  place  in  their  delibera* 
ions,)  I  expect  to  be  able  to  show,  that  tbe 
■ountry  upon  the  lower  branches  of  the  Oum- 


B  eztenrive  mannfactory  of  arms, 

0  those  places,  which  have  hitherto  been 
iron^ht  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  under 
lore  favorable  anspices.  I  expect  also  to 
how,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses 
tber  advantages  which  are  peculiar  and  ez- 
Inaive ;  and  I  will,  in  dne  time,  t«ke  the 
rouble  npon  myself  of  embodying  the  Infor- 
latioQ  necessary  to  this  effect. 

That  I  may  not  be  thought  too  sanguine  In 
\j  eatimatfl  of  the  condition,  both  national 
nd  adventitious,  of  the  section  of  country  el- 
ided to,  permit  me  to  state  one  hal,  which, 

am  sare,  our  Atlantic  brethren  will  not  be 
nooncemed  to  hear.  Within  the  last  four  or 
re  yean^  tbe  manufjutore  of  bar  Iron  in  Hid- 
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die  Tennessee,  has  increased  in  snch  a  dwee, 
that  the  produce  of  the  works  upon  the  Juni- 
ata, which  formerly  found  an  exteouve  and 
profitable  market  in  that  country,  is  now  raie- 
1 J  to  be  met  with  in  our  shops,  and  the  Swedea 
iron,  whick  though  the  product  of  the  indn»- 
try  of  another  hemisphere,  and  burthened,  aa 
it  is,  with  dutiee,  has  been  afforded  in  oar 
market  tower  than  the  Juniata,  is  also  fast  dis- 
appearing. In  truth,  however  ill-adapted  the 
gpidation  of  that  State  may  be  to  other  mano- 
:tures,  that  of  iron  most  fionridi,  both  1^ 
reason  of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  whi^ 
abounds  there,  and  the  diminished,  and  still 
diminiBbing  v^ue  of  that  kind  of  labor  which 
is  almost  eiclouvely  employed  in  reducing  it. 
In  the  same  tract  of  country,  water  power  nia- 
ceptible  of  application  to  all  kinds  of  machinerr, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  dedrable 
extent.  Fossil  coal,  too,  is  found  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Cumberland,  and,  as  the  means 
of  transportation  by  water,  to  every  point  upon 
the  Uississippi  and  ite  branches,  at  this  tui« 
aoceesible  &om  other  quarters,  are  not  restrict- 
ed from  this  point,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be 
fonnd,  upon  inqniry,  that  no  greater  mistake 
could  be  committed,  than  to  suppoeci  either 
that  the  principal  materials  consunied  in  an 
armory,  or  that  all  the  essential  articles  vS 
Bubsiscenoe  could  not  be  afforded  i^oa  as  lev 
terms  Uiere,  as  at  any  other  place  in^he  Weat- 
em  country.  There  are  otiier  conrideratioos 
connected   with   this   saltJect,   which,   in    my 


a  course,  I  apprehend,  would  be  likdy  to  pro- 
voke an  immediate  discussion,  whidi  woold 
be  premature,  and  might  be  useless.  The  sug- 
gestions already  thrown  out,  are  designed  not 
so  much  to  make  any  impression  npon  the 
House,  as  to  elicit  a  fall  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
the  committee,  and  the  character  of  the  gentle- 
men placed  upon  that  committee,  gives  me  Uia 
aBBuranee  that  the  proportion  contained  in  the 
resolution  will  receive  a  candid  and  iotpartial 


The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

FBID1.Y,  Jannary  ^ 

Stm&ral  of  InAiim*. 

Ut.  Haili  said,  that  he  bod  some  days  rinee 

It^d  on  the  table  of  the  House  a  resolution  in 

reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  and 

Chickasaw  Indians,  which  he  desired  now  to 

call  up  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 

"  iifwilvaij;  l^at  the  Committee  OD  Indian  AtUrt 

be  loatmcted  to  inquire  iuto  the  eipediency  of 

making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  Ohoctawa 

and  Cbickssawa  to  eiplore  the  countrr  beyond  the 
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pljacla  detigned 

To  thia  rwohitUai  Mr.  Bmitb,  of  Indiana, 
offered  an  amendment,  when  it  tras  before  the 
Home  on  Ui«  11th  Deeember,  to  include  the 
*' Pattawattamia  and  Ifiami  Indians,"  and  the 
qowtioD  Kcnrred  on  this  amendment. 

Ut.  MoLuir,  of  Ohio,  (Chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittM  on  Indian  A^ra,)  stated  that  the  com- 
mittM  had  the  nibject  of  that  reaolnlJon  now 
before  them,  and  were  preparing  a  report  upon 
It,  which  tliey  intended  ihortlf  to  present  to 
tbeHoiue. 

Kr.  H^iLi  obeerred,  that  hia  retolntion  had, 
he  l>elie*ed,  been  offered  previonslj  to  any 
other,  oil  tbe  general  lobject  of  the  remoTal  of 
lodiani,  and  he  had  been  told  by  those  gentle- 
men who  had  offered  amendments  to  it,  that 
tiiey  wonld  consent  to  withdraw  those  amend- 
nenta,  in  order  that  his  night  t>e  considered 
aeparately.  The  honorable  Chdrman  of  the 
Inolan  Committee  was  not,  he  apprehended, 
Mlf  aoqnsinted  witli  the  sitoatlDn  of  the  two 
MIms  to  which  his  resolution  referred.  In 
1S30,  there  had  been  giiaTant«ed  to  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctawa,  bj  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  a  large  tract  of  land  west  of  the 
Ifisslssippi ;  bnt,  amce  that  treaty,  no  steps 
had  been  taken  to  carry  this  pledge  into  effect 
On  the  contrary,  S,000  whites  had  encroached 
upon  th«r  territorr,  and  were  driving  them 
back,  at  the  same  time  that  every  indncement 
bad  been  held  out  to  them  by  tbe  Government, 
to  obtain  their  consent  to  emigration.  Under 
these  oircnmstanoes,  the  tribes  referred  to,  bad 
peonliar  claims  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mitt«e  of  Indian  Affdrs.  and  he  wished  that 
committee  to  report  to  the  House,  whether,  in 
their  jndgment,  the  tract  gnaranteed  by  the 
toeaty,  was  to  be  given,  as  it  had  been  promised, 
or  some  other  tract  in  lien  of  it. 

Ifr.  Smite,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection 
to  the  object  of  tbe  resolntion,  and  not  being 
desiroDs  of  throwing  any  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  its  adoption,  withdrew  the  amendment  to  it 
which  he  had  before  offered. 

Ur.  Flotd,  of  Va.,  Iwlievad  this  was  tbe 
first  time  an  appropriation  bad  been  asked 
from  this  EoQse  to  enable  Indians  to  go  into 
the  wilderness  to  explore  it.  He  had  t£oDght 
that  the  olgect  of  the  system  adopted  by  tbe 
General  Qovemment,  with  respect  to  tbe  In- 
diana, was  to  civilize  tboae  people,  and  to  get 
them  ont  of  the  wilderness.  As  the  reverse, 
however,  seemed  intended  by  this  resolation, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Ur.  Eiiix  said,  that  Qovemment  had  made 
k  treaty  by  which  they  werebonnd.  If  solemn 
h«atles  were  to  be  oonsidered  as  of  any  a<rul, 
and  the  Government  meant  to  act  m  good 
faith,  these  Indiana  ought  to  receive  what  had 
been  promised  them.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this 
end,  that  he  had  offered  the  resdttUoa. 
The  resolntion  was  adopted. 


Odatt  7^mitp<rrtatwa  of  Slatm. 
Ur.  UrroKSLL,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  oAred  &a 
following  resolation : 

Snalvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Wayi  ud  Ham 

do  inqoiie  bite  the  eipedieoej  of  repssUne  m  mA 
of  the  leth  seeflon  of  an  act  to  proUbit  the  h» 
portatlon  of  slaves  into  aar  port,  or  pUtc,  Mat 
the  jurisdietioD  of  (Im  Dalted  States,  etcl,  IS  n^iDM 
that  tbe  otroer  or  captain  inlen^ng  to  truqxdt 
■Uve,  ooaatwiae,  fiem  o«e  pert  lo  anollMr,  ■■  lb 

sie  State,  ihall  pieviooalr  ddirer  to  tbe  CoHM* 

manifest,  (peciiying  tlie  name,  age,  Me.,  «f  ml 
slave,  and  iwearing  that  tbe  said  slBva  bid  aM  boa 
inported  KDce  the  year  ISOS,  and  that  h*  rakU 
-    service  by  tbe  laws  of  tbe  8t>tt. 

Ur,  ICiTOBELL  said  that,  without  Kan  a- 
planatioD  ot  the  bets  refemd  to,  the  restMin 
must  be,  in  a  great  maasnre,  nnintdUgible.  Ii 
1807,  Oongreas,  in  pursuance  of  a  clanse  in  llw 
orastjtnttta  on  that  subject,  passed  an  act  ^ 
preaung  the  slave  trade.  The  10th  aeetaoetf 
that  act  required  that,  when  a  dave  anivciii 
any  part  of  the  United  Statea,  in  a  tmii 
more  than  40  tons  burthen,  the  captain  ad 
owner  most  unite  in  an  oath  that  the  elavs  bd 
not  been  imported  since  the  lat  January,  1S08, 
This  ceremony  was  accompanied  with  ws  t« 
the  collector  of  |1  SO,  and  if  tbe  partica  6M 
to  comply  with  thia  requirement  of  the  sd, 
tbe  veeael  was  to  tie  confiscated,  and  tbe  df 
taidtopay  afloeof  tl.OOO.  At  the  IJoMtha 
act  passed,  these  requirements  were  wist  ud 
proper ;  becanse,  at  that  time,  our  whole  coMt 
Ewanned  with  vessels  engaged  in  the  d*n 
trade ;  but  the  object  of  this  and  other  lA 
had  been  taUj  accomplished,  and  that  tnii 
might  now  l>e  pronounced,  so  far  as  va  >M 
concerned,  to  I>e  completely  auppressed.  Tb 
last  accounts  receiv^  from  onr  ttatko  it 
Africa,  declared  that  tbe  English  and  Asw)- 
can  branches  of  the  trade  hod  ceased,  ii 
those  formerly  engaged  in  it,  had,  by  tbeserir 
ity  of  onr  laws,  been  ezpcUed  from  the  cnt' 
try,  and  no  snch  trade  was  now  carried  » it 
any  part  of  our  coast.  The  act  to  whidi  ^ 
referred,  therefore,  while  it  imposed  i  t«t 
severe  tax  on  the  people  of  tbe  Soath,  na 
nnder  the  present  state  of  things,  prodnctina 
no  benefit  whatever.  Its  operation  ▼«  '»'' 
assing  and  oporesaive.  If  a  gentleman  initi 
to  go  with  nis  servant  from  Chaiitstoa  tt 
Beaufort,  the  capt^  is  under  the  neoastitj  (■ 
giving,  in  his  numifeBt,  an  account  of  thrt 
riave.  His  oath,  and  that  of  tbe  owner,  iniat 
l>e  submitted  to  the  collector,  though  that  oiB- 
oer  should  know  ever  so  well  the  fact  tob> 
subetantiBted ;  and,  if  a  gentleman  sends  Hi 
slave  np  and  down,  fifty  times  in  the  cotina 
of  the  year,  the  same  ceremony  must  be  g<M 
througb.  This  ia  trouble  and  eipoiae,  Ti^ 
ont  any  nsefbl  end. 

Mr.  U.  aud,  that,  thoogh  he  waa  hlnuetf  i 
slaveholder,  he  was  aa  warmly  and  BiDM:d7 
opposed  to  the  dava  trade  as  anygMtDmn 
tnta  the  Northern  Bt«taa  poBnt^  conU  H 
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id  could  ha  b«  oooYiiieedthtttnioh  cproTirioa 
thi«  wBB  necewj  to  the  pntting  down  of 
at  traffic,  ha  would  be  the  last  iii«a  to  oppose 
;  but  ho  wu  oMiviowd  that  it  wai  wholl; 
■naoeautr,  and  at  it  interpoMd  a  vezatioiis 
abarrasament  in  the  iaterooone  between  ttke 
■Qthem  States,  he  waa  deaironi  of  aedog  it 
pealed ;  but  wiabed  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
«  Committee  of  Wafi  uid  Veamt  cm  that 
bjaot. 

Hr.  UssoKB  arid,  tiiat,  withoat  inteDdlng  to 
preu  any  opinion  np«n  the  inbjeot  of  the 
qniry.  wliloh  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
la  was  deairona  to  in«titiita,  he  could  not  re- 
liu  fh>m  oorreoting  the  erroneona  impreaaion 
hieh  he  wemed  to  hai^  framed,  toat  the 
ire  trade  waa  abolisbed.  On  the  oonlzaiy, 
>  believed  that  it  waa  now  oairied  on  to  a* 
eat  an  extent  aa  at  any  former  period  of  its 
Aatj ;  and  to  aome  extent,  tliongh  preoiselj 
what,  \>j  American  capital,  he  would  not 
idertake  to  determine. 
The  reaolation  waa  then  adopted. 

Canal  in  the  Tnritory  iff  Miehifan, 
Mr.  Wcia  ofibred  the  Allowing : 
Ratelvtd,  Tbatlhe  Committee  on  Boada  and  Ga- 
la be  inalnicted  to  inqoire  into  the  eipedienc; 
appropiiUlag  a  loni  of  mone j  for  eiamining  aod 
lemuniuc  upon  a  anttable  route  (be  ■  canal  acroia 
i  peainaala  of  Ificbigan,  to  connect  the  vaterB  of 
ke  Utcbigu  with  those  of  Uke  Erie. 
SttolvaJ,  oln,  That  the  aane  committee  be  in- 
ncted  to  Inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  aj^ro- 
iating,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  maUng  laid  oanal, 
tcta  of  land  on  each  ride  of  said  route,  eaual  in 
tnUtf  to  thoae  heretofore  granted  fbr 
{ the  Illiaoia  and  Indiana  CnuUa. 
tfr.  WiHo  aaid  that,  at  the  importaooe  of  the 
lolntiona  might  not  at  onm  be  apparent  to 
i  HoDse,  he  would  aak  the  indokenoe  of  a 
unent,  whilst  be  briefly  atated  a  few  of  tiM 
isona  which  have  ludioated  th»  propriety  of 
1  present  inquiry.  The  diffionltiee  iad  dan- 
ra  which  attend  the  paaaage  of  oar  nortii- 
atemlakeaj  theexpoaoree  to  which  the  livea, 
I  health,  and  the  property  of  individnaU,  aa 
U  as  the  property  of  the  Oovemment,  are 
jected ;  the  irequent  loaaes  which  are  ana- 
Bed,  both  by  the  public  and  by  individnala, 
«ncoant«riu^  a  navigation  of  nearly  eight 
idred  miles  in  extent,  from  the  head  of  Lake 
•  to  the  head  of  X^ke  Michigan,  which  it 
leult,  if  not  dangerous,  even  in  the  moat 
prable  aeasona  of  the  year;  indeed,  the  utter 

ritioability  of  navigating  aome  of  our 
DOrtheriy  lakea  and  atraita,  during  the 
tter  montlu,  Mr.  W.  aaid,  all  conepiivd  to 
per  it  an  object  of  no  inoonaidemble  mo- 
\it,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  tiiat  couu- 
,  but  to  the  Government  ilaelf,  to  effect  aa 
•diiy  oa  poeaible,  a  safe  ctuuuid  of  com- 
■Ication  acroas  the  peoinanla  of  that  t«rri- 


Ebis  object  once  aooompllthed,  together  with 
Lof  the  Illiuois  CanaL  fbr  the  oonttnution 
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of  which  the  Government  hat  already  made  a 
large,  if  not  an  ample  provision,  you  not  only 
avoid  the  neoeasltj,  in  time  of  war,  aa  well  aa 
peace,  of  transportiDg  every  deetu^ptiou  of 
propwty,  destined  (tor  the  supply  of  your 
Dorthweateru  and  weatem  porta,  through  a 
Ions  chain  of  narrow  straits,  which  bring  yon 
wiuilu  mn^et  shot  of  the  British  shore;  at 
well  as  the  dansera  of  a  boiaten>ne  lake  navi- 
gation, to  whkhl  hare  Jnat  adverted ;  but  joa 
have  at  once  a  safe  and  easy  inland  ootnmnnl- 
oatton,  npon  nearly  the  whole  line  of  your 
norihem  and  northweateni  fhrntier,  extending 
from  New  York  to  the  UiaaisrippL 

I  preeent  thlt  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  more 
oonndentiy,  beoauae  it  ia  not  trammelled  by 
thoae  oonatitutional  obJeotionB  which  have  been 
heretftfore  nrged  wahist  similar  propMitiona 
from  the  Btatee.  The  whole  route  of  thia  con- 
tomplated  oantl  ia  within  the  limits  of  a  terri- 
tory, over  which  the  United  States  exercise 
the  exoluaiTe  aover^gnty ;  and  within  which 
the  Uitited  BtatM  are  tbe  principal  owners  of 
the  soiL  To  aoeh  aa  may  not  have  adverted 
to  the  aabjeet,  who  are  not  Ititimately  aoqaunt- 
ed  with  tbegeogrqthy  of  that  eonntry,  and  the 
faeilltiea  with  which  the  oljeot  may  be  aecom- 
pli^ed,  the  item  of  ezpente  mi^t,  at  first, 
seem  to  be  an  objection.  Oarefnl  examination^ 
however,  hare  been  made  by  a  number  of  our 
moat  soientiflo  and  inteUlgeut  citizens,  who 
lieaitate  not  to  aay,  that  a  canal  may  be  con- 
atrnoted  aoross  that  peuiuaula,  at  leaa  expense 
than  any  one  of  rimilar  extent  which  haa  ever 
been  attempted  Id  the  0nion. 

If,  therefore,  to  facilitate  tiie  interoourM 
between  the  differMit  sections  of  the  United 


value  of  the  pubUo  domain,  by  improving  it, 
and  thereby  inviting  it  to  a  healthfal  and  eu- 
tMpriaing  popnleUon;  If  to  rive  stability  to 
yonr  frontier  acMlements  in  Uiat  quarter,  and 
add  atr«ngth  to  an  extended  and  defenceless 
frontier,  be  legitimato  objects  for  Congressional 
legislation,  and  worUiy  the  consideratioo  of  the 
Oovemment — then,  rir,  I  may  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  resolntiooa  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  aubraitUng,  will  be  fovorably  received 
by  the  HoDse,  and  will  obtain  a  direction  to 
that  commitlee  from  whose  investigation  a.  not 
only  the  citizant  of  the  tArritoiy,  whom  I  have 

the  boDOr  to  ret *  —•--'--'- 

in  the  aubject,  b 
aatiidpato  beneficial  remits. 
The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

C^M  qf  Marigny  D'AuUrivA 
The  reminder  of  the  day  waa  apent  in  de- 
bate upon  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harigny 
IVAuterive.  Thia  was  a  private  bill,  providing 
tor  rMnauwating  the  olaimant  for  the  lost  time 
of  a  slave  impresaed  into  the  serrioe  of  the 
United  Statea,  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  wat 
wounded,  and  also  fbr  hoapltal  chargea. 
Hr.  Ijctomtok  aiid,  that  the  Oomnutta*  cf 
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ClaimB  anome  it  u  a  prineiple,  that  the  United 
States  GoFemment  k  not  bound,  in  aoj  oase, 
to  paj  for  b1st«6  injured  or  lost ;  because  they 
Are  not  considered  a*  property.  A  principle 
like  this,  (said  Ur.  L.,)  u  one  of  the  most  Mii- 
ODB  Importance,  not  only  to  my  oonatitnenta, 
bnt  to  all  those  who  are  intereat«d  in  Uiia 
i^teoiea  of  property,  throiuhoiit  a  large  and 
Tery  uuportaot  portion  of  these  United  States. 
Slaves  not  property!  What  are  they  thent 
If  not  property,  they  are  &ee ;  if  they  are  not 
onr  property,  we  have  no  right  to  their  aer- 
vioe :  if  they  are  not  property,  the  whole 
fonndation  on  which  the  oonstitntion  of  this 
Union  rests,  is  shaken.  And  is  it  by  a  by-blow 
like  this,  that  so  important  a  principle  is  to  be 
eetabliahed!  I  tnut  not.  I  trast  that  the 
representAtdvea  of  (hose  6tAt«a  who  are  so 
^PPJt  7^  sir,  I  say  eo  b^py,  as  not  to  poe- 
aesa  any  of  this  sneoies  of  property,  will  not, 
by  BanclJoning  Baca  a  principle,  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  that  discontent,  for  that  jealoney,  for 
that  division,  and  for  all  those  moat  serions 
oonaeqnencee,  which  moat  reenlt  from  snob  a 
decision.  The  snm  in  this  liill  is  nothing ;  it  is 
not  to  be  spoken  wf— it  is  not  for  that  I  now 
address  this  Honee ;  bnt  I  should  basely  betray 
the  daty  I  owe  to  thoae  who  have  entrxisted 
Qieir  interests  to  my  bands,  did  I  not  prot«st 
Boainst  the  admission  of  a  principle  like  that 
advanced  in  this  report.  Indeed,  sir,  it  can 
scarcely  be  believed,  that  the  Committee  of 
Olftima  intended  to  establiab  it.  The  terms  on 
which  we  entered  into  the  social  compact,  and 
withont  which  it  woold  never  have  been  form- 
ed, tbe  laws  which  have  been  passed,  and  the 
treaties  made  under  it,  must  all  nave  prevented 
tlieir  coming  to  this  oonolnaion ;  and,  inde- 
pendent of  these,  the  laws,  not  of  tbe  Southern 
States  only,  bnt  in  those  very  qnartera  of  the 
continent  where  snob  an  opinion  seems  now  to 
be  held — the  taws  of  thoae  States  wonld  have 
taught  tb  em,  that  this  opinion  could  not  proper- 
ly be  held.  How  long  is  it  since,  in  those  very 
States,  the  laws  whidi  considered  them  to  be 
as  mnob  property  as  any  other  article,  have 
been  repealed  f  In  New  York,  within  the  year 
— in  other  States,  they  still  exist.  It  wonld  be 
well,  therefore,  for  gentlemep  who  might  be 
inclined  to  favor  the  doctri^s  of  this  report, 
to  look  at  home,  and  see  whether,  by  voting 
ibr  it,  they  do  not  sustain  a  principle  as  mnch 
at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  States,  as  it 
is  with  tbe  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  With  all  this  evidence  before  them,  1 
ean  scarcely  believe  it  to  have  been  tbe  dellber- 
Bt«  Intention  of  the  respectable  committee,  to 
declare  that  slaves  were  not  the  property  of 
titeir  masters ;  yet^  whatever  may  have  been 
their  intention,  their  language  is  but  too  plain; 
tbe  whole  tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no 
other  eonolnsion.  I  move  yon,  thereA»«,  an 
Amcodment  to  the  bill. 

She  amendment  of  Hr.  L.  went  to  introdnoe 
□se  allowing  the  claim  for  tbe  ii^nry  done 
to  tbe  slave,  and  for  medical  anendance  on  him.] 


ilr.  WEmuaxr,  a  member  of  the  CominitlN 
of  Gaims,  and  who  bad  reported  tbe  bill  iuid«r 
oonsidention,  spoke  in  reply.  Be  (sidb«ei- 
tremely  rwretled  tbat  the  gentlsmao  bm 
LoniaiaDa  (Mr.  LivnraaioN)  bad  Ihooght  pnp- 
er  to  exhibit,  in  the  diacoasion  of  tbii  qneoni, 
ao  mneh  spirit  and  warmth  of  feeling.  It  ia  i 
qnestira,  said  he,  that  ongbt  to  be  debded  dis- 
paarionateily,  on  ita  own  mtrinrio  meiiU,  villi- 
out  awaking  sectional  feelings  or  jeslonun; 
and  he  trusted  that  bia  (Mr.  L.'s)  sppeil  to 
Southern  gentlemen  to  rally  round  his  and- 
ard,  would  not,  on  this  occawon,  be  reipnidcd 
to  by  tbem.  He  might  assuredly  have  ibOMB- 
ed  from  charging  the  committee  with  filsebotd, 
and  with  having  iotrodnced  into  the  n|«t 
any  sentiment  or  ezpres^on,  which  bss  netts- 
sarily  provoked  this  debate.  Tbe  commitbs 
etndionaly  avoided  toncbing  the  qoestiw  Mi  , 
the  gentJeman  apprehends  la  so  vitilly  im- 
portant to  the  slaveholder.  The  whole  of  1m 
argument  is  based  on  falsa  premises,  snd  ioi  \ 
dednctJons  are  of  oonrse  erroneons.  fis  tikes  , 
it  for  granted,  that  tbe  committee  hav«  wd 
"  that  slaves  are  not  property."  In  this  hti)  { 
mistaken ;  there  is  no  such  positiwi  tikm  is 
tbe  report  They  have  said,  that  "slaves  sis 
not  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  pal 
for,  when  lost  to  tbe  owner  in  tbe  public  m- 

X."    Can  the  gentleman  disprove  the  tnA    I 

this  assertion,  by  recnrring  to  a  sin^s  CM, 
where  tbe  Giovemment  has  paid  for  i  iM 
lost  in  the  servioe  t  When  tbe  genllemu  ^ 
peals  to  the  passions  of  the  oommitUe,  im 
prcflsea  upon  its  conuderation  that  the  C<a- 
mittee  of  ClaimB  have,  in  this  instSLce.  id- 
ranced  new  and  alarming  doctrines,  it  l(- 
hooves  him  to  look  into  former  report!,  nd 
ascertain  from  them  the  sentiments  of  fmia 
committees,  when  deciding  on  umilar  (p^ 
tionn.  The  Committee  of  Claims  gave  to  tin 
enlyect  the  most  unremitted  attention,  and  SA 
not  content  themselves  with  eiantioiug  ^ 
printed  reports,  but  they  also  carefnlljeaim*- 
ed  all  the  mannscript  reports,  from  tbe  con- 
raencement  of  the  last  war ;  nay,  thev  »«* 
still  farther ;  they  sent  to  the  Rosier  rf  tlf 
Treasury,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  lbu» 
were  any  instances,  dnring  tbe  BevolntiaiitfT 
war,  where  slaves  had  been  paid  for  by  ^ 
Government,  and  the  answer  was,  there  *«• 
none.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  daring  ^ 
long  and  arduous  slrnggle,  when  the  vrnm 
energiee  of  tbe  country  were  put  in  reqnialJai, 
there  were  no  slaves  in  the  service,  sortli'* 
some  of  them  were  not  slain  in  baUls,  « 
otherwise  loet  to  tbe  owDers, 

He  denied  the  right  of  tbe  Govermnent  to 
impress  slaves,  and  said,  therein  the  intt:^ 
of  the  master  was  amply  protected.  He  sw, 
the  country  was  to  tie  defended  byir«ei"*i 
and  he  would  advocate  no  principles  vWo 
would  enable  them  to  stay  at  home,  sad  ^ 
their  slaves  into  tbe  rai^  of  the  snDj,_c 
which  wonld  compel  tlie  Government  to  ^ 
press  tbem.    Slaves  oan  no  more  be  impnM^ 
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titan  minors — who  are  not  lisble  to  perfe 
militarj  Autj ;  bat  Boppoee  a  minor,  in  Qie  time 
of  inunineiit  danger,  waa  in  the  service,  wonld 
bis  parent  or  master,  if  an  apprentice,  have 
KBj  claim  on  the  Oovemment  iur  a  remmiera- 
tioD  for  his  loBB,  if  saoh  minor  was  killed 
voonded  in  battle  t  No  one  would  pretend 
that  be  wonld ;  and  wh;-  not,  if  the  msater  is 
to  be  compensated  fbr  the  loss  ot,  or  for  ii^nrj 
done  to,  his  slave  I  The  Mrvioe  of  the  minor 
is  not  the  leas  valaable  because  he  is  white, 
And  the  parent  or  master  ia  ordinarily  entitled 
to  it.  The  diBOUMiott  of  these  topics  is  at  all 
times  mipleaaant,  and,  in  this  instance,  it  is 
wholly  nnneoesaarf  and  gratnitoufl.  So  far  as 
mj  infbrmation  has  extended,  those  in  the 
non-slaTeholding  States  have  for  their  breth- 
ren in  the  South  the  kindest  feelings;  they 
oonsider  slavery  to  be  a  national  evil,  and  are 
disposed  to  relieve  the  country  from  it,  so  far 
as  meittg  the  acqaiesoence  of-  tht  slaveholder, 
and  no  farther. 

Mr,  Livraoerotr  said;  The  gentleman  says  I 
have  misnnderstood  the  committee,  and  that 


for  their  ii^nry  t  Bnt  have  I  misnnderstood  the 
Dommittee  ?  Have  they  not  oarefiUIy  employed, 
tbrongbont  their  report,  in  every  case  (bnt  one) 
where  they  speak  of  the  slave  of  U.  D'Autorive 
[he  word  servant,  and  careftUiy  avoided  the 
word  slave  1  [Here  Ur.  L.  qnoted  the  report] 
Now,  the  gentleman  tells  ns  that  the  committee 
bave  nowhere  said  thai  a  alave  is  not  property. 
Bat  they  have  said  expressly,  that  uiey  have 
lot  been  conndered  bj  the  Government  as 
Itropertf  which  oaght  to  be  paid  for  when 
[aken  tbr  pablio  nse.  And  the  addition  to  the 
pfarase  in  which  it  is  said  that  they  are  not 
property,  cannot  qualify  it  so  as  to  lessen  the 
iffect  of  that  allegation,  and  the  sentence  has 
treotsely  the  same  meaning  as  if  it  had  read 
■  er  been 
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bus :    "  Slaves  have  never  b 


n  conndered  by 


bo  Government  as  property,  and  therefore  are 
lOt  to  be  paid  for,"  If  they  are  property,  of 
tny  description  whatever,  they  must  be  paid 
br  when  taken  for  pablio  use.  The  constitn- 
ion  makes  no  distinction.  It  erahraces  all 
irivate  property,  of  whatever  nature.  If  Oon- 
7«BB  could  distingnish  and  say  this  species  of 
irivate  property  shall  be  compensated  for,  that 
hall  not,  the  provision  of  the  constitntion 
ronid  be  nugatory,  and  every  species  of  prop- 
rty  might  in  its  turn  become  the  Hnbjeot  of 
It  exception.  We  must,  then,  argne  npon  the 
eport,  not  npon  the  explanation  of  it  given 
ij  one  of  the  members  who  made  it. 

Mr.  FoBT  said  be  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
irlng^ng  to  the  notice  of  the  House  a  single 
■ot.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  hod  pnt 
he  matter  on  its  tme  footing.  If  this  slave 
ad  been  impressed  and  lost,  those  who  im- 
ressed  bim  must  be  held  to  pay.  This  prind- 
le,  so  far  from  never  having  been  acknowl- 
dged  OT  acted  npon  by  this  Government,  had 
leen  ezpreaaly  acknowledged  and  acted  npon 
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in  a  very  memorable  instance.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims  swd,  that  pay- 
ment hod  never  been  made  by  this  Govemmeat 
for  slaves  lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  pre- 
cedents to  prove  it;  but  of  all  the  oases  cited 
by  the  gentleman,  only  one  had  any  bearing 
on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  case 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in 
the  service,  was  not  certainly  proved  to  have 
been  the  oaase  of  his  death ;  bat  it  wsa  this 
doubt  only  that  was  the  true  reason  why  the 
slave  had  not  been  pud  for,  and  not  any  doubt 
whether  the  slave  was  to  be  reckoned  as  prop- 
erty. But  the  instance  to  which  he  had  at  fint 
aUuded.  was  one  that  could  not  be  denied  or 
doubted.  In  onr  treaty  with  Great  Britdn, 
this  Government  open^  claims  payment  for 
slaves  forcibly  taken  away,  and  the  claim  has 
been  allowed,  and  taige  snms  paid  by  the 
British  Government  on  Uiis  very  principle.  If 
this  is  not  an  aolcnowledgment  of  the  principle 
by  this  GoveromeDt,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
]f  hat  can  be ;  and  snrely  oar  own  Government 
is  aa  mooh  bound  by  it  as  the  Government  of  a 
foreign  ooontiy. 

Ux.  KoCoT  (of  the  Committee  of  Olaima) 
Bud,  diat  this  was  a  delicate  sabjeot,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking  ttist  the  argument  ot 
the  gentleman  from  Lonisiana  wts,  m  its  pratv 
tioal  teadeaoy,  more  iiyorioas  to  the  interest  of 
the  Southern  States  than  that  advocated  by  the 
Committee.  The  QoTerninent  fsaid  Mr.  McC) 
does  not  pretend  any  I^al  right  to  take  and 
use  this  species  of  properly,  and  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  coerce  iu  employment.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  would  not  willingly  have  a  singlB 
slave  in  or  about  the  Army  at  ali.  He  thought 
oor  soldiers  ahould  all  be  freemen.  That  Gov- 
ernment in  its  treatment  of  slaves  oonndered 
them  as  something  more  than  prt^rty.  The 
constitntion  does  the  same — it  considers  them 
not  only  sa  property,  but  as  persons  also.  The 
Government  has  no  authority  whatever  to  call 
slaves  into  the  public  military  service.  There 
may  be  Justice  in  some  cases  in  allowing  fbr 
their  loss:  but  he,  for  one,  had  ratlier  see  all 
the  slave  owners  of  the  South  suffer  some  loss 
than  grant  claims  of  this  kind,  and  thus  sano- 
tion  the  principle  that  Government  has  a  right 
to  impress  slavee  into  the  service.  Ue  knew 
that  the  States  in  which  this  kind  of  property 
existed  had  their  own  laws,  by  whion  alavet 
were  made  property  in  the  roost  complete  sense 
of  that  term.  But  these  were  not  laws  of  the 
General  Government,  The  Government  has  no 
control  over  slaves — and  he  would  rather  lose 
a  slave  entirely  than  admit  that  the  Generd 
Government  had  a  right  to  take  it.  So  far  was 
the  Government  from  pretending  to  this,  or 
admitting  the  principle  now  contended  for 
when  the  taw  of  1616  made  provisions  for 
property  lost  in  the  late  war,  a  gentleman  from 
one  of  the  Sontbem  States  propcwed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  include  this  species  of 
OTopcrt7  wish  «tber  descriptions  of  it :  but  the 
How^  ;£  jm  •anderatiW) '^eeted  tbs  amend- 
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in«Qt.  Thli  bot  had  ■  strong  iiifliieQM  on  the 
deoiston  of  Qia  Oonunlttee  of  Olaimi.  Ttiejr 
took  the  Isw  of  1816  as  their  guide— utd  they 
fonnd  pteaaare  in  thaa  being  able  to  aroid  th« 
decision  of  the  abatrsot  qaeatioiL  The  intject 
had  not  been  liBhtl;^  considered  hj  the  com- 
mittee. He  wooid  «onclade  bj  repea&ig  fah 
conviotioD  that  the  Howe  would  do  more 
it^ar^  to  the  alaveholding  Btatee,  by  Banotlon- 
ing  the  principle  that  the  General  Ooremment 
hare  the  right  to  imprees  a  dave,  than  b; 
refusing  the  present  amendment, 

Mr.  OwKK,  of  Alabams,  thought  that,  instead 
of  cherishing  a  vish  to  avoid  the  qoeeUon 
involved  in  the  amendment,  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  very  desirable  tiiat  it  should  be  fblly 

tiregent«d  for  decision.  Let  it  be  considered, 
et  it  be  foMj  debated,  and  let  it  be  finallj  acted 
on.  He  thought  somewhat  diflbrentlj  from  his 
honorable  friend  from  Lonieiaua,  as  to  the 
present  case,  not  presenting  all  the  points 
necessary  to  ensore  a  tali  and  correct  inveatiga- 
tioD :  but  if  the  facta  are  as  st«ted  by  the  mep- 
ber  from  Louisiana,  and  not  contested  by  tne 
member  bom  Ohio,  then  the  case  is  fully  made 
ont;  but  he  apprehended,  having  once  pud 
some  attention  to  this  question,  that  the 
record  evidence  will  not  support  the  iasne 
proper  to  be  made.  Bot,  yielding  in  this  my 
opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  of  the  facta  to 
that  of  othera,  and'inasmuch,  too,  as  this  point 
is  not  contested  in  the  report,  I  will  ossnme, 
that  all  that  is  requi«it«  is  embraced ;  and  when 
the  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  country,  let 
it  be  distinctly  nnderatood  that  all  the  material 
facts  snstun  the  issue. 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed,  not  ftaring  nor 
anticipating  consequences.  And,  nr,  could  it 
be  presented  to  Congress  for  a4)ndioation  or 
legislative  regnUtion,  whether  the  slave  was 
the  property  of  the  master  or  not,  I  conld 
readily  conceive  that  the  moet  appalling  con- 
sequences would  ever  attend  its  progress  here ; 
and,  sir,  though  I  have  all  the  conSdence  that 

Sttriotisro  can  demand,  in  the  action  of  this 
DQse  or  Oongrese,  acting  within  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  delegated  powers,  yet,  sir,  the  very 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would 
destroy  that  confidence.  It  matters  not  that 
thia  step  should  be  on  a  point  connected  with 
this  particular  class  of  rights,  delicate  as  it  has 
ever  been  conaidered,  and  on  which  the  jealousy 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
country  is  properly  ezdted,  or  whether  it  should 
be  on  any  other.  The  first  act  of  assumed 
nneonatitntional  right  here,  Is  in  violation  of 
the  charter  that  binds  ns  together,  and  there- 
fbr«  becomee  a  usurpation,  and  any  usurpation 
ia  farming,  whether  In  this  Qovemment  or  any 
other,  but  more  especially  in  this. 

I9,  then,  the  question  to  be  raised  here, 
whether  this  oUas  of  people  is  property  ?  Sir, 
it  cannot,  nor  will  not,  I  hope,  be  gravely 
aaked  or  answered ;  and  to  my  mind  it  is  only 
Involved  by  your  granting  Uie  indemnity,  or 
by  yoor  Tefosal  of  il^     If  granted  inddenttJly,  I 


it  is  decided ;  though  mtrinrically  yon  gn* 
no  greater  validity  to  a  right  already  p^ltct 
and  complete :  bat  If  refoaed,  you  withhold 
trotn  a  porttoo  of  the  peorie  of  this  Dnbn,  &t 
which  you  have  repeatedly  graiit«d  to  sdoQib 
portion,  and  prevent  the  fifth  artUe  of  tbt 
amendmenta  of  the  cODStHotion  fl«n  hatiig 
due  force  and  eieenUon ;  for,  with  other  daap, 
it  declares,  "  nor  shall  private  ^«perty  betiha 
for  pnblic  UN,  wiAoat  jnn  oompenMtMa." 
If  yon  reftue  this  "Jnat  eompanaation,''  n 
must  nther  say  that  yon  vioiKte  the  ooiBtiti- 
tlon,  or  else  ^n  decide  Out  alaves  are  Ht 
property.  Are  yon  then  prepared  to  nub 
such  decidoDt  I  think  not.  And,  ahhoa^ 
the  memt>er  tt<aa  Obio  Kravely  insista  mt 
slaves  are  peraons;  yet  be  haa  not  do^ 
denied  that  persons  may  not  be  property,  fit, 
what  is  it  we  look  to,  to  oaoertain  what  ii  « 
what  ia  not  property  I     It  is  to  law. 

We  are  told  -that  there  is  no  authoritr  to 
impress  a  slave ;  that  it  is  in  vitdatjiKi  of  Itr; 
that  this  is  a  species  of  property  above  the  lav. 
I  ^ant  it,  sir,  and  the  very  same  imBcipk  1 
claim  as  equally  applicable  to  any  dncriptHa 
of  private  property.  Oan  gentlemen  point  m 
to  a  code  of  law  regulating  impreaamentit 
None  SDoh  eiiat  The  very  term  mdieata  ik 
character.  Its  law  is  poirerj  and  its  te6m 
necessity.  It  is  not;  nor  never  can  be,  buti 
upon  right ;  and  the  very  clause  of  the  cowtitii- 
tion,  which  I  have  before  recited,  gives  not  dM 
right,  but  recognizes  the  power,  and  enftnci 
remuneration.  This  elanse  was  not  ingraftri 
into  the  constitution,  to  delegMe  to  the  FmIviI 
Government  a  power  not  previously  poaaeMi 
hot  to  compel  the  Ailfilment  of  the  demaadia 
Juttioe— a  power  Inherent  in  all  Govennacoii 
from  necessity  called  into  action.  All  Gotob- 
menta    cl^m   the  power,  but  few   grant  tbe 


fundamental  law,  butleftaaitevershonldbeWI 
— the  refj^nlation  of  the  power  to  be  contrcdM 
by  the  exigendes  of  the  case ;  and  these  ne^ 
should  be  less  than  the  stemeet  neceanty.  St, 
all  impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  imple- 
ment IS  a  trespass  against  individual  nriit; 
necessity,  therefore,  becomes  the  law,  and  ill 
operation  should  only  be,  when,  for  the  bcMft 
of  the  whole  it  becomes  neceesary  to  noifiH 
individual  interest.  Sir,  in  the  ease  before  J<M, 
I  cannot  anticipate  a  denial  of  the  eiistaKe  d 
such  neceasity  :  if  it  ever  did  exist  ouywliei^ 
it  surely  did  exist  on  this  occasion.  The  CM 
then  is  mode  out ;  the  strong  arm  <rf  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  exerted  to  take  from  a  pritilt 
citizen  hia  individaBl  property.  Can  yovr  J'*' 
tice  deny  tbe  compensation  which  your  pov* 
enables  yon  to  withhold  I  The  impreesmeot  V* 
from  necessity ;  the  indemnity  is  fivm  the  lav. 
Mr.  MmmnLL,  of  Bontb  Carolina,  said  (W 
he  had  not  folly  understood  the  case  for  -wiaA 
this  bill  ia  to  provide,  Tbe  gentleman  bat 
Alabama  had  expressed  some  donbts  as  to  tk* 
main  foot,  wUch  was  the  impniMMiiiwil  <d  da 
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lave.  Thb  Hi.  IL  eonsidered  u  the  point  on 
irbioh  the  deeuion  most  tarn.  If  Goveraraent 
mprmwd  theiJSTA,  GoT«iunent  mast  paj  for 
lit  Ion  of  time ;  bat,  if  hU  master  voliuttKrily 
»ok  him  into  the  ranka,  he  most  enbiiiit  to  the 
on.  U«  hoped,  thM«fore,  that  the  bill  might 
M  reoommiUed  to  the  Committee  on  Ohuma, 
ft  orde'  tb«t  fuller  teetimonj  aa  to  the  main 
^iDt  mif^t  be  exhibited  to  that  oominittee. 

lit.  Snova  laid,  that  he  had  risen  for  the 
MTpow  ftf  reonrring  to  a  fact,  iu  legiBlatioii, 
irhieh  seem«d  to  have  ese^>ea  the  notice  of 
^Dtiameii.  It  vw  a  mngalaf  tircumstanee,  ia 
relation  to  oar  sLare  popalation,  that,  up  to  the 
rear  1814,  there  was  no  law  which  protected 
;liem  from  military  Mrvioe.  Previous  to  that 
rear,  the  law  of  enlistment  permitted  officers 
»  enrol  "effe«dve  able-bodied  men,"  but  in 
[>eoember,  1814,  the  law  was  changed,  and 
once  that  time  none  may  be  enlisted,  but  "  free 
tfibclive  able-bodied  men."  Before  that  time, 
ilavM  might  be  enlisted,  bnt  since  that  time 
ibej  eannat.  The  inference  is  of  deep  int«rest 
;»  dl  the  daTebolding  Btat«s.  If  it  be  a  fur 
jiierence  from  what  he  had  stated,  that  the  in- 
lendment  of  onr  previous  Legislatures  had  been 
dist  Uavea  should  form  a  pectaliar  species  of 
pnq»ert7,  which  was  placed  without  tJie  reach 
[tf  toilitary  law,  so  that  they,  like  horses,  oxen, 
ud  other  ohattela,  might  not  be  taken  for  mil- 
itiry  nse ;  then  the  explanatory  statute  of  1914 
ronld  lose  Ita  effect,  if  the  doctrine,  now  ad- 
ranesd  by  sontlemen,  in  support  of  this  bill, 
VU  to  be  awoitted.  If  saoh  was  their  wish,  if 
they  did  intend  to  pot  this  species  of  property 
iver,  within  the  reach  of  the  military  power  of 
Um  United  States,  so  b«  it.  It  was  for  them  to 
[idse  oC  This  was  the  great  question  inyotved 
in  the  present  disousmon :  Shall  slave  property, 
like  horses  and  oxen,  be  placed  without  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  militsjy  govemmeet,  or 
lot}  If  the  gentlemen  take  the  former  ground 
md  agree  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  this  slave,  then 
the  whole  mass  of  slave  population  is  put 
vithin  the  reach  of  Uie  Government.  For 
Umself^  he  did  not  now  say  that  he  did  not 
igree  to  take  either  of  these  eonrses, 

Ur.  UuoLiON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  oontribating  to  any  excitement 
vhich  uie  debate  might  have  oooasioaed :  for, 
If  the  question  was  really  a  difficult  and  criti- 
Bsl  one,  (which  he  did  nut  perceive,)  it  oaght 
Doly  to  he  wproaobed  with  a  greater  degree  of 
ealmnesB  and  deliberation. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
Oougress  is  abont  to  decide,  (whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  the  claim  before  you,)  whether 
ilavM  be  property  or  not ;  because,  so  long  as 
this  Oonfederaey  lasts,  and  the  constitution  that 
created  it,  Coograss  has  no  power  to  settle  any 
■ndi  ^neation,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  arga- 
nent  The  question,  therefore,  before  the 
House,  is  not  whether  slaves  be  property  or 
not,  beeauae  the  mere  statement  of  the  propo- 
ntioo  involres  oo  absnrdity  in  its  terms;  but 
whether  thwe  be  any  tUng  in  t^is  peculiar 
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qtecies  of  propertj-  which  should  deprive  ita 
owners  of  a  just  daim  to  indemnity,  when  in- 
jured or  destroyed  in  the  public  service. 

To  sostain  the  negative  of  this  qDestion,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  pre> 
cedents,  nearly  all  of  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  con- 
sidered as  inapplicable.  For  it  would  )>e  reool- 
lected,  in  the  cose  he  had  cited,  in  which  Con- 
gress had  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
either  for  the  loss  or  for  ii^jury  to  their  aUves 
in  tiie  public  service,  was  where  they  had  .been 
taken  by  their  masters  into  the  army  as  their 
servants,  for  which  their  owners  reoelved  a  full 
ei^uivalent  in  pay,  dothiog,  and  sabsistence, 
with  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  risk  whica 
their  slaves  were  to  enooant«r.  Bnt  this  doea 
not  touch  the  qneetion  of  coercive  impress- 
ment,  made  of  a  slave,  not  as  a  soldier,  bnt  as 
a  laborer,  precisely  as  any  domestic  animal  or 
implements  of  husbandry  might  be  taken  for 
the  public  use.  Claims  of  this  deacription 
oould,  in  his  view  of  the  snl^ect,  be  paid  with- 
out affirming  any  power  of  the  Federal  Got- 
ernment  to  enlist  or  Ui  make  coercive  leriea,  by 
way  of  conscription,  of  the  slavea  of  the 
South.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  the  pay- 
ment of  this  claim  sustained  the  converse  of 
this  propoMtion,  and  proved  tliat  the  Govem- 
meut  had  no  oontrtd  over  slaves  as  military 
persons ;  but  took  them  for  the  mere  purpose! 
of  labor,  as  property,  and,  for  their  use  or  in- 
Jury,  their  owners  were  to  be  pud  in  this  light 

Mr.  KKKxaB  said,  that  what  he  had  this  day 
heard  advanced  was  so  very  extraordinary,  that  it 
called  on  him  to  say  something.  What  is  thia 
case !  A  man  has  had  his  slave  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  em- 
ployed in  its  service,  and  there  wonndod,  if  not 
destroyed.  Bholl  the  master  be  paid  for  it,  or 
not )  This  was  the  question,  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  think  so  terrible.  The  gen- 
tlemen say  we  must  not  touch  it;  but  they  da 
touch  it,  and  they  say  the  man  must  not  be 
paid,  because  o  slave  is  not  property.  This  is 
the  logic  of  college-learned  gentieraen.  Now, 
for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  core  when  or  where 
this  question  is  discussed.  I  am  williDic  to 
meet  it  anywhere.  The  gentienian  tram  New 
York  (Mr.  graoiio)  bos  told  us  that  thp  officer 
of  Government,  and  not  the  Government,  muat 
he  responsible.  Sir,  this  may  do  very  well  in 
a  certain  school,  but  it  will  never  do  in  a 
school  of  Justice  I  I  can  never  consent  to  each 
a  doctrine  ss  that  I'm  for  putUng  the  saddle 
on  the  right  horse.  If  the  servant  of  the  Gov- 
ernment acts  unjustly  and  tyrannically,  tbo 
Govemment  must  pay  for  iti  Who  ever  heard 
of  such  an  arKumeatt  The  Oovernoient  not 
responsible!  Why,  even  in  the  most  despotio 
Governments,  such  a  notion  was  never  heard 
of;  but,  in  a  Republican  Government,  like 
ours,  it's  intolerable.  If  ever  there  was  a  just 
claim  before  this  House,  this  is  one.  And  if 
the  qaestioa  is  to  be  orgned  how  fiur  a  alava  ia 
the  property  of  his  owner,  I,  for  Mie,  am  will- 
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inK  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  that  I 
believe  t  akve  is  as  mnoh  ths  property  of  hia 
master  aa  aaj  thins  else  that  he  owna. 

Ur.  Tatlob  aaid,  that  he  had  aadeistood  a 
gentleman  from  Soatb  Carolina  (Ur.  Hauil- 
Tos)  tu  having  advanced  the  opinion,  that  the 
right  to  take  and  emploj  a  slave  for  the  poblio 
•ervice,  ariaes  ont  of  the  imminent  neceuity  of 
a  state  of  war.  There  vaa  a  verj  Btrikins  case, 
illnstrative  of  this  matter,  which  took  pUce  in 
1814.  Preriooa  to  that  time  no  peraon  had 
been  allowed  hj  law  to  be  enlisted,  nnleas  he 
was  over  31  years  of  age,  or  the  consent  of  hia 
master,  if  he  was  an  apprentice,  had  been  ob- 
tained in  writing.  But,  at  that  disastrona  hour, 
while  sitting  amidst  the  ruins  of  this  capitol, 
Oongresa  felt  the  necessity  of  raising  armies  to 
defend  the  country,  then  attacked  on  its  sea- 
coast,  oD  its  northern  frontier,  and  in  the  ex- 
treme Wast.  Under  the  presaure  of  such  a  ne- 
oessity,  a  law  was  pasaed,  anthorizing  minors 
of  19  ^ears  to  be  enlisted,  without  the  consent 
of  their  masters,  and  the  same  law  was  after- 
wards repeated,  to  the  destmctjon  of  the  con- 
tract by  which  a  servant  is  bonnd  to  hia  mas- 
ter. Yet,  even  in  that  law,  the  contract  was 
so  far  acknowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bonnty 
to  which  the  recruit  had  a  daim  was  required 
to  be  pud  to  hia  master.  The  injustice  and 
the  oppressive  effect  of  this  act,  was  pressed 
upon  the  House  with  very  great  force  of  ^rgo- 
ment  by  a  l>t^  portion  of  the  members  from 
the  Northern  States.  It  was  painted  in  colors 
as  glowing  aa  any  which  can  possibly  be  used 
on  the  present  occasion.  Bat  what  did  Con- 
gress dot  Were  they  deterred  by  these  arga- 
ments  t  Not  at  all.  They  passed  the  bill  on 
the  principle  that  necessity  was  above  law,  and 
they  directed  the  servant  to  be  enrolled  with- 
out his  master's  consent.  8ome  of  these  re- 
emits  fell  in  battle,  or  by  other  casualties  of 
the  military  service.  But  was  snch  a  thing 
ever  beard  of  aa  the  maater  of  snch  an  appren- 
tice, oomins  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of 
his  servant  s  time,  or  the  expense  of  medical 
attendance)  Never.  Yet  gentlemen  cannot 
show  any  valid  distinction  between  snch  a  case 
and  that  in  this  bill.  The  difference  depends 
only  on  the  degree  of  loss  or  hardship,  and  not 
St  an  on  the  principle.  But,  more :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  foroi  bly  impressed,  and  in  the 
impresement  the  servant  was  slain.  His  master 
had  a  right  to  hia  service.  He  was  taken  not 
by  law,  but  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  contrary 
to  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  yet  it  was 
never  ao  much  aa  even  pretended,  that  the 
Government  must  pay  for  hia  lose.  The  pres- 
ent bill  rests  on  the  aame  principle ;  and  if  you 
allow  the  claim  of  D'Anterive,  yon  mnst  go 
back  and  include  all  such  cases  aa  those  I  have 
mentioned. 

After  an  Ineffectual  attempt,  by  Ur.  UrroHiLL, 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported,  and  had  leave  to  ait  ag^o. 


KoNDAT,  January  7. 
Stmetal  6f  Indiiuu. 
Ur.  UcLkar,  fhtm  the  Committee  aa  Indiii 
Affaire,  who  were  instructed  to  inqnire  iutatlM 
expediency  and  practicability  of  ecHigrcgtliiii 
the  Indian  tribes,  now  residing  east  of  theUi- 
siasippi  River,  to  the  west  of  that  river,  mi  rf 
establishing  a  Government  over  them,  ic^ 
made  a  detailed  report,  accompanied  hj  tbe 
following  bill,  which  waa  twice  read,  and  em- 


grate. 

"BeittnacUtL,^.,  That,  to  ensble  %  dtpoo- 
don  of  the  Chickssiw  and  other  Indisni,  in  bt 
joined  bj  such  persons  ts  the  Pnsidenl  of  ibe 
Hailed  SUtes  mi;  appoint  Tor  that  putposr,  to  u- 
Nnioe  the  country  west  of  the  UinislpiH,  for  Ibt 
purpose  of  selectiog  a  portion  of  it  for  s  pmn- 
iient  home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thonsaiid  doQin  Ix, 
aud  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  |^ 
from  any  money  in  the  Ti«wury,  not  olberwin  if 
proiKiated." 

Ca*»  of  Caplvrtd  AfrieoM, 

The  hill  from  the  Benate  to  aathoriie  tbi 
cancelling  of  a  bond  therein  mentioned,  nf 
twice  read. 

It  having  been  moved  that  the  Ml  bo  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  P,  P.  Babbocb  (■Chairman  of  the  Co* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  expressed  hisctww- 
tion  that  the  reference  waa  wholly  DnneccaWT- 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  bad  hid  tbt 
snlnect--matter  of  this  bill  already  before  iben, 
and  had  reported  a  bill  to  the  Honae,  (rf  li^sA, 
he  believed,  this  was  a  transcript,  totidnn  mt^ 
The  oirctmistanoes  of  the  case  he  would  etste : 

A  veasel,  called  "  the  Antolope,"  had  bwi 
captnred  by  one  of  our  own  revenue  offiw^ 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  iridi  s 
cargo  of  140  African  negroes.  The  veswl  hid 
been  libelled,  and  claims  had  been  setnpoBtb) 
part  of  certain  Portogneae  and  Spaoiuda,  to 
a  portion  of  the  slaves.  One  hnndredirftta 
negroes  had  been  sent  to  Cape  Uesundo,  ia 
Africa;  but  SB  of  them  had  been  decreed  M 
the  Spanish  ddmants.  The  case  had  \*^ 
some  time  before  the  Federal  Courts  of  G««- 
gia,  and  had  been  removed  by  tqipesl  to  tlia 
Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales.  Itw 
been  pending,  in  all,  abont  eight  -jVfKi.  ^^^ 
ing  the  whole  of  that  time,  these  anfortiuitt* 
creatures  bod  been  det^ed  in  the  custody  oi 
the  Uarshal,  and  in  this  interval,  manyof  tbw 
had  been  married,  and  become  heads  of  bsu' 
lies— had  been  partially  domesticated  witk  ^ 
and  were  desirous  of  remaining  in  this  co<m- 
try.  The  Spanish  claimants,  howerer,  (w» 
reMded  in  Cuba,)  sent  an  order  to  hsve  d* 
whole  number  transported  to  that  island;  M 
a  Southern  gentleman,  (Mr.  Wjuia,  ^."^ 
gia,)  a  member  of  this  House,  not  pot  Ib  w 
___.  , ._..  ^  pjjj^  benevolenoe,  and  «■ 
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tioD,  howeTw,  of  the  Court  in  Georgia,  he  is 
boond  to  give  a  bond,  to  transport  these  ne- 
groes beyond  the  limits  of  the  nnited  Btates, 
and  Ills  F^7«r  is,  thM  the  bond  msr  be  caa- 
celled.  The  effect  of  KTonCing  it  Till  be  to 
leave  these  n^roea  and  their  children  in  the 
UDited  States,  instead  of  hariog  them  tran- 
sported  to  Cuba,  and  he  need  anbmit  no  re- 
marka  to  this  Honse,  either  on  the  difference 
of  treatment  the;  wonld  here  experience  from 
what  they  misbt  expect  there,  or  on  the  paio- 
fol  BOTerity  of  breaking  those  sear  and  tender 
ties  irhich  bind  the  husband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  parent  to  his  child.  If  the  bond  referred 
to  were  not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the 
whole  mnst  inevitably  take  place,  lie  pre- 
Bamed  there  coold  be  bnt  one  feeling  in  the 
bosom  of  the  House  as  to  such  an  alternative. 


that  foad,  which,  under  any  ciroumatanceg, 
mnst  press  bnt  too  heavily.  He  had,  indeed, 
heard  a  snggestion  whispered,  that  this  bill 
WHB  meant  to  cover  the  infamy  of  evading  the 
law  which  prohibited  the  importation  of  afaves. 
Kd  he  Irelieve  that  it  had  the  remotest  possi- 
ble connection,  he  wonld  be  the  last  to  counte- 
nance it  on  any  other  oocasion,  which  went  to 
increase  the  nnmber  of  that  nnhappy  popula- 
tion. But  where  there  was  no  possible  con- 
neotion  with  such  a  design,  where  the  slave 
vessel  had  been  o^tnrad  by  our  own  officer, 
and  these  unhappy  people  had  been  detained  in 
the  country  in  consequence  of  nnforeaeen  liti- 
gation, and  where  a  gentleman,  in  the  pure 
kindness  of  his  heart,  had  stepped  forward,  at 
an  actual  pecaniary  sacridoe,  to  save  them  from 
being  torn  from  each  other,  he  could  conceive 
of  no  reason  why  the  House  should  refose  the 
request  that  this  bill  should  go  at  once  to  its 
third  reading. 

Mr.  WuoHT,  of  Ohio,  ted  a  few  words  on 
the  importance  of  the  qnestion  involved  in  the 
bill 

Ur.  Bakbods,  disolaiming  all  desire  of  pre- 
cipitation, and  to  allow  time  for  full  inquiry, 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Oait  of  Marigny  DAtttrrim. 

The  biil  for  the  relief  of  Uarigny  D  Auterive 
was  taken  np,  and  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Condiot  in  the  ohur, 
on  that  bUl — the  amendment  of  Ur.  LiviHo- 
BTon  being  still  under  oonslderation. 

Kr,  J.  C  Olabk,  of  New  York,  said,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  baviuA  assented 
to  the  report,  he  would  clum  the  inddgenee  of 
the  committee  for  g,  few  moments,  while  ha. 
•Kigned  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
sanction  the  report  I  regret,  said  Hr.  0.,  that 
it  should  have  been  thought  proper  by  honor- 


able gentlemen,  at  this  time,  and  on  this  anb- 
jeet,  to  enter  into  a  grave  discussion  of  the 
question  whether  slavee  are  property.  I  r^ret 
that  a  sense  of  duty  shonld  have  compelled  my 
honorable  friends  from  the  South  to  start  A 

Kint  which  I  had  imagined  had  long  since 
an  settled ;  and  I  still  more  regret  that  this 
debate  fnmiahea  an  opportunity  of  ^tting  np, 
with  new  dresses  and  machinery,  and  for  stag* 
effect,  a  second  edition  of  a  serio-comico  play, 
entitled  the  "  Missouri'  Plot"  Is  the  ghost  of 
the  Uissonri  Question  ag^  to  be  nurohed, 
with  solemn  and  terrific  aspect,  through  these 
halls  ?  Is  it  ogun  to  "  shake  its  gory  locks  at 
us,"  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North, 
and  with  the  other  to  the  South,  and  gazing  its 
blood-shotten  eye  on  slavery,  written  on  the 
escutcheon  of  the  constitution,  to  proclaini, 
with  miearthly  voice,  "  out  damned  spot  ? "  I 
had  imagined  that  this  subject  bad  received  ita 
quietus ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  "  tomb  of  the 
Caputets,"  and  that  its  epitaph  bad  been  writ- 


necessity,  at  this  time,  to  disturb  ita  repose  I 
think  not  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.  Some  restless  spirit — some  fiitnre 
Catiline — appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of 
his  countrymen,  will  be  found  ready  to  "  sound 
the  tmmpet,  and  wake  its  resurrection." 

The  honorable  gentleman  fh>m  Lonisiana 
seemed  to  think,  Uiat,  t6  deny  the  right  of 
compensation  in  this  case,  would  be  to  sap  the 
fonndationa  of  the  constitution,  and  diaaolve 
the  Union,  If  ench  is  to  be  the  result,  the 
snlyect  should  be  approached  with  groat  cau- 
tion, and  discussed  with  temperance  and  mod- 
eration. I  apprehend  the  gentleman  is  in- 
debted mora  to  his  fancy  than  his  Judgment  for 
hia  feorfiil  forebodings,  and  that  this  qnestion 
can  be  settled  withcat  doing  violence  to  the 
constitution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholder.  The  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  thought  now  was  the 
proper  time  to  settle  the  question.  Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settled.  If  I  nn- 
derstood  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  House  had  no 
right  or  power  to  settle  the  question,  and  oonld 
not,  BO  long*as  the  constitution,  and  Confeder- 
acy under  it,  shonld  exist  He  did  not  mean,  I 
presume,  that  the  citizens  of  the  South — tliat 
high-minded,  gallant,  and  patriotic  people- 
would  not  submit  to  a  decision  of  this  Ilonae. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  I  presume 
that  if,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  dis- 
position of  this  amendment,  it  should  be  de- 
cided that  a  slave  is  not  property,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unqualified  sense  of  the  term,  that  then  it 
would  be  high  time,  in  the  Uugnage  of  a 
learned  Doctor  of  the  South,  to  inqnira  of 
what  benefit  to  ns  ie  our  Union  !  He  nndonbt- 
edly  meant  that  the  question  had  long  sinca 
been  decided  by  the  oonatitntion,  by  the  alare- 
holding  States,  and  by  the  opinions  of  the  first 
men  of  the  South,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  to 
be  donbted :  and  in  this,  ur,  I  entirely  agre*. 
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B7  the  nstioiud  compact,  alsTra,  for  oertwn 
pnrpoiea,  ve  ooniidered  u  peraoDS,  and,  for 
oertain  purposes,  aa  property.  It  ia  a  fixed 
principle  in  the  constitation,  that  representa- 
tion is  based  on  nnmbers,  and  not  on  wealth. 
In  the  ^iportionmetit  of  the  representation  in 
OoDgrese,  amongst  the  several  Btates,  nnder  the' 
ooDttitaCion,  this  principle  was  maintnined,  bj 
adding  to  the  free  wbit«  popnlation  three-fifths 
of  all  other  "persons."  What  persons.  So 
•nxioQs  were  the  venerable  fl^aoiera  (rf  the  cod- 
stitntioa  to  avoid  offenoe;  so  stAdiona  were 
they  to  treat  a  subject  so  foil  of  embarrass- 
uenL  with  the  ntinost  delicacy,  that  they  can- 
tionsly  omitted  the  word  "  slave."  60,  in  the 
Bth  section  of  the  first  article,  they  ore  celled 
"  persons."  Would  to  God,  sir,  that  the  same 
tfflidemess  of  the  feelings  of  others,  and  the 
same  anxiety  to  avoid  offence,  were  more  the 
characteristics  of  more  modem  politicians. 
Then  shall  we  hear  no  mora  of  Sonthern  na- 
bobs and  Bonthem  negro-drivers — names  used 
for  the  purpose  of  party  excitement,  and  of 
arraying  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  one 
portion  of  onr  conntry  against  another.  That 
alavery  ia  an  evil,  there  can  be  no  diSerenoe  of 
opinion.  But  the  oonstitntion  fonnd  os  in  the 
poeeeasion  of  slaves ;  it  has  recognized  them  as 
■n  effective  portion  of  our  popnUtlon,  and  it  is 
enongh  for  ns  to  know,  as  far  as  hamanity  is 
oonoemed,  that  they  are  better  clothed  and  fed, 
lad  more  happy,  than  they  wonld  be  in  a  state 
of  emancipation.  Liberty  to  them,  wiier  their 
preaent  inability  to  appreciate,  and  incapacity 
to  relish  its  enjoymenta,  woold  be  a  carse.  No 
one  who  consults  tliclr  happiness,  or  the  good 
of  the  Bepnblic,  would  wish  to  see  them  eman- 
cipated, and  tamed  adrift  on  the  oommnnity. 
The  constjtntion,  then,  for  certain  pnnKMes,  re- 
oards  slaves  as  "persons,"  and,  sir,  for  a  very 
'  unportant  purpose.  It  gives  to  them,  or  to 
their  masters  u  their  right,  a  portion  of  our 
nat4onal  representation.  But  it  will  be  said 
that  this  was  the  result  of  mutual  compromise 
and  concession.  Yea,  sir,  it  was ;  hut  it  was  a 
compromise  based  on  equivalents,  and  one  of 
those  equivalents  resulting  from  the  principle 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  is  the  right  of 
Government,  when  threatened  with  destruc- 
tion, to  use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national 
defence,  and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to 
be  called  on  for  indemnification. 

Sir,  the  constitution  views  slaves  in  the  same 
light  as  did  the  alaveholding  States  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption.  It  has  given  no  new  character 
to  these  anomalous  beings.  Tlie  Btates  hod 
riways  considered  them  nib  modo  as  persons. 
They  were  considered  hy  the  lews  of  the  States 
aa  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to 
the  mors!  or  material  world,  but  holding  a  mid- 
dle station  between  both.  The  constitntion 
having  thus  found  them,  left  them  to  be  con- 
■idered  by  the  States  as  property  of  a  peculiar 
character — property  so  far  as  their  liberty  and 
services  were  subject  to  the  uncontrolled  will 
of  their  master — property  so  for  as  they  were 


the  subjects  of  sole ;  but  perwws  so  far  ss  tba 
lives  and  limbs  were  protected  from  violalioD— 
BO  far  OS  the  tight  of  trial,  in  some  eawe  iiy 
Justices,  and  iu  others  by  a  jury,  wst  ooa- 
oemed;  and  m  far  as  they  incre^ed  the  na- 
tional representation  of  the  States  ovniu 
them.  The  laws  of  Yir^nia,  I  think,  secvM 
to  them  these  rights — nshta  which  can  only 
belong  to  persons,  as  members  of  the  body  pal- 
itie,  moral  beings,  and  the  subjects  of  pnnid^ 
ment.  In  more  modem  times  these  righti  hsT« 
been  enlarged.  In  Uissouri  they  have  tba 
right,  in  aU  oaaes  of  imputed  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  lo  * 
trial  by  a  Petit  Jury,  to  the  benefits  of  ctnuud, 
and  are  subject  in  moat  cases  to  the  same  pus- 
ishment  which  wonld  be  infiicted  on  a  white 
man  for  the  aame  offence.  The  same  statute 
which  declares  slavea  to  be  personal  prooertj. 
likewise  confers  on  them  personal  and  politial 
rights. 

This,  sir,  is  no  new  doctrine.  At  the  lim 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  it  was  w«Il 
understood.  In  the  54th  number  of  the  fed- 
eralist, we  have  from  the  pea  of  llr.  Madison, 
whrae  opinions  on  all  sntgects,  and  e«pecisllj' 
on  this,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  an  expo- 
sition of  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  Smib, 
so  far  aa  he  understood  them.  He  says :  "  Tba 
slave  is  no  less  evidently  regarded  by  law  aia 
member  of  society,  not  as  a  part  of  the  im- 
tional  creation ;  as  a  moral  person,  not  a  mat 
article  of  property.  The  Federal  ConEtitatioo, 
therefore,  decides,  with  great  propriety,  on  iba 
case  of  our  slaves,  when  it  views  them  in  the 
mixed  character  of  persons  and  property.  Tlu> 
is,  in  fact,  their  true  character." 

Both  humanity  and  religion  sanctions  lliii 
declaration,  which  declares  that  slaves  are,  in 
some  respects,  "  persons."  It  is  impos^ble,  in 
this  age,  to  form  any  idea  of  the  absdute, 
direct,  and  unqualified  dominion,  as  appliraUt 
to  a  human  bemg.  It  is  unposMble  to  reoanrilB 
this  aort  of  property  with  the  fact,  that  they 
are  possessed  of  personal  rights.  If  they  in 
property,  in  the  unrestrained  sense  of  the  tcni, 
why  do  they  not  mingle  with  the  commtw  ta» 
of  matter,  and  be  treated  like  the  "  brutes  tbtf 
perish  t "  Has  the  master  the  same  kind  of 
property  in  the  slave  that  he  has  in  his  oil 
No  one  will  answer  in  the  affirmative.  This 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  of  1st)  pf 
the  skveholding  States,  secnree  the  latur  ia 
the  andiBtorbea  poseession  of  the  elsTe  ixcp- 
erty,  except  in  the  extraordinary  case  of  wv, 
when  the  Government,  threatened  with  amii- 
hilatioo,  calls  to  its  aid,  for  the  purptae  of  self- 
preservation,  all  its  moral  and  physical  fWM. 
Then  it  ia  that  the  Government  has  a  right  to 
call  upon  the  elaveholding  States  for  the  equir- 
alent  fur  an  increased  representation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slaves. 

The  gentieman  from  LonisBua  has  said,  tbil 
no  property  ooold  be  rightfully  fmprMeal 
This,  sir,  is  a  novel  doctrine.  Every  writer,  to 
treating  of  the  rij^la  of  lOTweigiitft  &<w  ''* 
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bit  to  the  last,  tells  7011,  thit,  when  k  niti<ai 
■  Kt  war,  ■trttgglinK  for  eiUtenoe,  it  luts  the 
right  to  iTail  itwlf  of  all  ita  menu,  whether 
M  taljeot  is  williuE,  or  whether  ho  is  not. 


)r  white  ^  if  they  Ofta  ose  the  bft^onat,  or  poin 


t  their  lives  in  her  preserrstioii.  Ana 
lere  there  ii  no  diwretion.  If  it  is  the  right 
i  tho  OoTemment  to  oommsitd,  the  subject  is 
Older  a  ooireepcMidiQg  obligatiMi  to  obey. 

We  hare  been  also  told,  that  no  precedent 
lu  be  let  nil  ag^nst  the  oonstitntion.-  This  is 
jot  dispated.  Bat  praodco  and  precedent  are 
:«sorted  to,  with  great  propriety,  to  aacertun 
lie  Tiews  of  enlightened  politioiana  and  statea- 
nen ;  tnd.  In  aome  niM*iii«,  to  leam  the  pre- 
nlUog  sentiiuMit  of  tho  age.  Shall  we  reject 
Ite  ezperienoe  of  past  times,  the  opinions  of 
1m  gTMt  and  goo^  and  oontinoe  forever  in  a 
■late  of  pt^tioal  infancy !  If,  sir,  there  is  no 
moedent  to  be  found,  from  the  earliest  f>eriod 
)f  ovr  history,  where  a  slave  has  been  paid  for, 
mder  eireamstaaoes  like  the  present,  it  is, 
onM^  strong  presumptive  proof^  that,  in  the 
»inioo  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolntion,  and 
ae  itateomat  of  sftar  times,  no  such  oompen- 
ation  ought  to  be  allowed.  The  gentleman 
Ihnn  Ohio  haa  informed  ns,  and,  no  doabt, 
nly  iolbnned  tu,  that  neither  the  war  of  onr 
int  or  second  independenoa  furnish  an;  pre- 
ledenta. 

Legislation  f^imishu  no  instance  of  remn- 
tentioa.  The  act  of  April  9th,  1816,  anthor- 
ltd  a  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owner 
if  certain  mitnierated  articles  which  had  been 
mpraased  into  the  service,  and  had  been  dam- 
ned, oqitnrod,  or  destryoed,  bnt  Is  sileDt  as  to 
lavM.  This  oonld  not  have  been  an  nninten- 
ionsl  omisuon,  as  It  mnst  have  been  known 
hat  msny  oaaos  like  the  present  existed ;  and, 
■  I  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  term 
TOpertT,  in  one  section  of  tho  act,  is  nsed  in 
ts  widert  senae,  no  claim  was  presented  to  the 
mmmisncmers  onder  that  act  for  allowance. 

Why  was  it  th«  Government  claimed  of 
Iraat  Britain  indemni^  for  the  slaves  c^>- 
■red  and  taken  away  doring  the  late  war  I 
Ru  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  "  proper- 
yf  If  so.  Government  has  made  an  odions 
ustinotion  between  its  citizens.  On  this  prin- 
^^ile,  it  ^onld  have  claimed  indemnity  for 
iwperty  of  evory  deeoription,  editored  or  de- 
Aoyed.  Bnt  no  such  cl«m  has  been  set  np. 
rhe  prindple  on  which  our  Government  claimed 
'ty  tor  the  slaves,  and  on  which  it  was  allowed 
ly  the  British  Government,  mnst  have  been  that 
h^  were  persons,  hnman  beings,  having  some 
xditieal  rights,  aiul,  u  snch,  shonld  have  been 
resttKod  to  tlieir  ooaatrj  on  the  rotani  of 
^eaoe. 

From  these  eonsiderstiona,  rir,  I  am  led  to 
die  oonelnsion,  that  slaves,  for  oert^  pnr- 
posas,  are  penams ;  that  their  masters  have  in 


tbem  only  a  qualified  property ;  that  Govern- 
meat,  in  coses  of  high  neoessity,  growing  oot 
of  a  state  of  war,  has  a  right  to  impress  tbem 
into  its  militarr  service,  withont  the  liability  rf 
bein^  JnsUy  called  on  for  indemnification. 

It  IS  idle  declamation,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  black 
population  of  this  country,  diaccsinected  from 
the  political  disabilitiea  under  which  they  labor. 
The  philanthropist  may  inToigh  ag^st  ^rery. 


tlned  to  the  same  immortality.  This  would  all 
be  fine :  but  the  politioian  most  view  them  at 
they  are,  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of  mental 
and  political  degradation,  and  wait  with  p»> 
tienoe  for  the  developments  rf  futurity. 

Ur.  RuiDOLPu,  of  Vi^nia,  then  roee,  and 
said :  My  motive  for  throwing  myself  on  thft 
attention  of  the  Eonae — (I  was  indispowd,  and 
neoeaearily  absent  when  this  qoeetion  wss  last 
agitated>--4ny  motive  for  throwing  myealf  mi 
the  attention  of  the  Hoose,  is  earnestly  to  re- 
quest— I  eould  almost  say  acUnre — but  oertunly 
re^iectfolly  and  eaniestiy  to  ask,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  south  of  the  Ohio,  vtd  west 
of  the  Uissiafrippi,  will  debate  this  question — 
will  dei^n — will  oondeeoend,  to  debate  tha 
poiot  which  has  arisen — I  mean,  whether  per- 
sons can  or  cannot  be  property ;  or  will  aQoir 
that  the  General  Government  can,  at  any  time, 
under  any  circumstances,  in  any  manner,  touch 
that  question.  I  oertdnly  am  obliged  to  my 
wcnlhy  collei^iDe  (Mr.  F.  P.  Bakboitb)  for 
some  of  his  remarks;  bnt  I  should  have  been 
full  as  much  so  If  he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  Dnit«d  States  Govero- 
meot  has  nothing  to  do  with.  It  never  had, 
and  it  never  oao  have ;  for  the  moment  it  l^s 
its  nnhsllowed  hands  upon  the  aA  of  that 
question,  it  oeaseB  to  be  a  Govemmenl^  We 
have  be«i  tdd  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  that  this  question  has  been  setded  forty 
years  nnce.  Sir,  it  was  settied  two  hnndred 
years  since.  It  has  been  settied  from  the  day 
on  which  the  first  earso  of  Africans  was  landed 
on  these  shores,  uncfer  the  colonial  Govern- 
ment, What  new  distinction  is  this,  about 
persons  not  being  property — as  if  there  were 
any  incompatibility  between  the  two!  Kr, 
there  is  none :  there  never  has  been  any, 
Prc^ierty  b  the  creaticm  of  the  law.  What  the 
Ibw  makes  property,  that  Is  property ;  and 
what  it  declares  to  be  not  property,  that  is  not 
property.  There  is  no  other  distinction.  The 
question  has  been  settled  daring  the  l<»igeet 
term  of  prescription,  lor  more  than  half  a  oen- 
tnry.  It  has  been  settied  ever  since  these 
States  first  threw  ofi*  th«r  alliance  to  the 
British  GoTemment. 

I  hope  the  gentleman  &om  New  York  will 
pardon  me.  I  thank  him  for  much  that  he 
siud,  egpeoiaUy  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
tpdke  of  his  Southern  brethren.    The  gentlft* 
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nun  Ib  sn  entire  stranger  to  me.  I  certunlT' 
tisve  every  epeciee  of  good  feeling  towards 
Iiim.  But  I  mnat  take  exception  to  one  term 
he  employed.  He  epoke  of  "  oar  seccmd  war 
of  independenc«."  I  object  to  thia  IsugnKge, 
becanse  I  oever  can  agree,  either,  tbat  we  were 
slaves  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were  not 
independoDt  when  the  second  war  wag  de- 
olsred.  Bat  this  is  eade  from  the  subject.  I 
say  that  slaves  are  made  property  by  the  law ; 
and  yon  cannot  unmake  them  so,  any  more  than 
yon  can  alter  the  British  debt,  or  the  tithes,  c 
any  thing  which  yoa  choose  to  consider  as  a 
abnse  in  any  foreign  oonntry.  When  gentli 
men  toll  me  that  the  oonatitatioo  ia  to  protect 
ns  in  that  species  of  property,  I  answer,  it  is 
like  the  protection  of  the  wolf  to  the  lamb. 
We  Boorn  it  We  deny  it.  It  is  created  prop- 
erty by  oar  law,  and  onr  own  Btate  Govern- 
ments are  able  to  carry  that  law  Into  ezeontion. 
We  do  not  ad  Uie  aid  of  any  Oovenunent 
whatever. 

The  geatlemao  alladed,  in  one  part  of  his 
■peecb,  to  the  Hissonri  question.  Sir,  tbe  Mis- 
Bouri  qneKtion  never  has  been  settled.  There 
was  a  spirit  mingling  in  that  question,  which, 
as  w4s  once  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Eampsliire,  (Mr.  Babtueit,)  was  endeavoring 
"  to  bny  golden  opinions  ftom  all  sorts  of 
men."  A  poison  was  infused  into  the  decision 
of  that  qaestion.  I  never  felt  it  to  be  any  tri- 
nmph,  nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  Eoose,  whether,  nnder 
tbe  laws  of  old  Borne,  a  man  who  was  a  slave 
was  any  the  less  property,  l>ecaaBe,  forsooth,  he 
was  a  person  t  His  being  a  person  it  was  that 
made  nim  subject  to  becoming  property,  be- 
caase  his  master  had  need  of  his  services.  I 
might  ask,  too,  what  is  the  utnatjon  of  other 
Governments  in  relation  to  this  sabject ;  bat  I 
will  not  now  pnrsuo  that  Inqniry.  We  were 
told  something,  I  know  not  very  well  what, 
abont  humanity,  and  benevolence,  and  religion. 
Sir,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  qnestion. 
We  are  not  to  depend  on  individnal  views  of 
humanity  and  religion.  It  is  npon  the  compact 
— Ita  lex  teriplu  ett — that  is  what  we  have  to 
depend  upon.  Yoa  may  cant  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  about  whether  yonr  religion  is  that  of 
tbe  Jew  or  the  Gentile.  Toot  religion  cannot 
interfere  in  the  question.  God  forbid  that  I 
shonld  say  that  it  cannot  interfere  with  those 
who  are  the  subjects  of  the  question. 

Suppoee  the  framers  of  the  ronstitution,  in- 
stead of  using  the  terms  which  they  have  done. 
In  relation  to  slavery,  (and  I  tliink  it  was  with 
much  more  delicacy  than  policy  that  they  in- 
trodoced  such  a  periphrasis  as  they  have  done,) 
had  omitted  the  subject  altogether.  Bupposing 
the  clause  for  contmuing  tbe  slave  trade  for  a 
limited  time,  was  not  there ;  how  would  yoa 
have  got  hold  of  any  pretext  whatever  to  bring 
the  BiAiiect  under  your  rule  or  jurisdiction. 

Bif,  humanity  «id  religion  are  very  good 
things  in  their  proper  places;  bnt  we  have  no 
right  to  moke  our  hnmanity  and  our  religion 


the  rule  of  other  men's  aetiona  within  thi 
sphere  of  neither.  I  will  put  a  case— ud  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  misnnderstood ;  that  I  ii^ 
be  judged  by  my  words,  and  not  by  uy  ^tM 
which  may  be  put  upon  them  here  or  ebe> 
where.  I  will  pat  it  for  tbe  sake  of  pnttiiig  t 
case,  and,  that  1  may  not  be  accoaed  of  libel- 
ling other  Btatea,  I  will  snppose  that  mj  cm 
State,  the  State  of  Vir^ia,  bad  made  the 
abuse  of  a  slave  not  panishabb  at  all,  and  tbit 
slaves  were  daily  and  cmelly  and  inhmnanlj 
murdered  by  the  masters,  (a  thing  as  mod 
within  the  range  of  probahibty  as  many  Btate- 
ments  I  have  heard.)  what  wonld  be  tbe  remS' 
dy }  Would  it  be  found  in  this  House  t  Cm 
yoa  punish  mnrder  comipitted  on  the  other  sidt 
of  the  Potomac!  Your  jurieiUctioniscoDfiHd 
to  your  own  territory,  district,  forts,  and  dock- 
yards. Yon  may  cry  your  eyes  out  with  hu- 
manity, but  you  could  not  touch  this  mattei. 
Tbe  thing  is  in  its  proper  place :  it  is  under  tbt 
jurisdiction  of  men  of  as  much  learmng  ud 
talent,  and  as  much  humanity  and  reli^oa,  ■ 
can  anywhere  be  found,  who,  knowing  tbedi»- 
ease,  know  the  remedy,  and  do  not  choonto 
suffer  quacks  to  "  step  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread."  Again,  rir,  we  have  been  told  that  tit 
representation  of  this  description  of  persons  is 
the  Constitution  of  1787,  was  a  comproniise. 
No,  sir,  it  was  none.  There  was  no  ctmipro- 
mise  about  It,  further  than  the  whole  constjtit- 
tion  was  a  compromise.  We  wanted  a  repr*- 
sentation  for  onr  whole  population ;  but  we 
were  weak  enough  to  agree,  that  one-half  of 
that  population  should  be  represented  by  only 
tbree-Gfths  of  ibat  hall  Suppose,  now,  tlul 
this  had  been  a  regulation  for  the  white  pope- 
lation,  and  not  for  the  black :  bow  would  tint 
affect  the  qnestion  t  It  would  not  have  touched 
the  rights  of  the  whites.  A  compromise,  iirl 
No;  tiiere  was  no  compromise;  andwbyuotl 
Because,  in  1787,  there  existed  not  a  man  in 
this  continent,  who  dared  so  mnch  as  breaths 
a  whisper  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  GeiienI 
Government  to  touch  the  question  at  all :  no 
con  they  touch  it  now.  This  Government  b« 
no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  Khan  of  Ts^ 
tary.  We  are  all  Bepresentativea  of  n^pKOr 
ble,  and  some  of  ns,  of  ancient  and  powerful 
oommonwealths ;  and  our  laws  will,  may,  and 
must  execute  themseives.  There  may  be  agita- 
tors, and  I  know  there  is  some  real  or  aSeeted 
agitation  (I  mean  without  the  Soothem  SUM) 
on  the  sutject  of  slavery ;  and  th«  effect  d 
this  agitation  may  be  to  nii^e  tbe  slaves  thoa- 
selves  more  miserable,  but  that  will  be  tbe  ssia 
total  of  its  effect. 
One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done.    Sop- 

Cthat  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  cbo 
just  spoken  in  opposition  to  that  of  lb* 
learned  gentleman  from  Louisiana — for,  in 
reference  to  his  professional  acqairemeuts,  no 
man  better  deserved  the  title-^were  true,  then 
we  must  lose  three-fitlhs,  and  the  Eoglidi  pay 
for  only  two-fifths  of  the  value  of  the  slana 
carried    aw^  dnring  the   lost  war,  baoiM 
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three-fifthi  of  eaoh  man  was  peraon,  and  two- 
fifUu  prmwty !  This  reminds  one  of  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon,  which  we  see  depicted  iii  the 
Tapesby,  (and  in  that  Book  of  which  I  ever 
desire  to  speak  with  respect,)  who  ordered  the 
child,  disputed  for  bj  two  mothers,  to  be  equal- 
ly divldea  between  them ;  bat  his  was  a  more 
practicable  mle,  it  was  a  vertical  cut  from  top 
to  bottom.  [Borne  members  Biniline  at  this  alla- 
^on.]  I  did  not  intend,  sir,  by  tbis  remark,  to 
excite  any  merriment. 

Permit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  sit  down, 
that  no  man  will  deign  ever  to  discuss  this 
qnesdon.  This  is  not  "the  aooepted  time."  If 
ever  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  sincerely  hope 
it  never  will,  onr  bnsiness,  sir,  will  not  be  here, 
bnt  at  home.  Onr  hnsineas  will  be,  lo  make 
onr  escape  if  we  can,  for  this  Eoose  will  then 
be  to  ns  the  den  of  Oacus.  Onr  hnsiness,  I  re- 
peat, will  im,  not  here,  bat  at  home.  And  let 
me,  on  the  other  hand,  remind  those  gentlemen 
-who  differ  from  me  on  this  qneatiou,  (and  dif- 
fer, no  doubt,  as  eonsdentionsly  from  me  as  I 
do  from  them,)  that  it  was  Jatt  ten  rears  from 
tiie  first  stirring  of  the  questioa  of  uie  right  of 
Great  Britun  to  tax  ute  colonies,  natU  the 
spirit  was  got  op  which  ended  in  a  separation. 
It  took  ten  years  of  goading  to  bring  ns  to  that 
point  Bir,  the  relation  of  the  States  to  the 
General  Oovemmeot  resembles,  in  some  re- 
spectB,  another  sort  of  nnlon,  more  tender  and 
more  sacred  in  its  character ;  yet  even  that 
irill  not  bear  eontinnal  provoeatioo — even  that 
near  and  strong  relation  may  be  torn  osonder, 
ihoQgh  there  are  pledges  of  their  lovee  to  bind 
the  sohjects  of  it  together/  He  may  be  a  very 
acnte  man — he  may  be  a  very  learned  man — 
and  he  may  be  in  a  train  to  become  a  very  able 
man,  bnt  he  is  not  a  man  of  observation  and 
experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  eiciting  now  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  it  is  not  less  the  dnty  than  the  in- 
terest of  every  member  of  this  Honse,  in  every 
possible  mode,  to  allay.  I  know,  and  I  speuc 
"  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness  "  when  I 
say,  that  I  know  that  the  reflecting  part  of  our 
country  will  unite  with  me  in  Ibis  sentiment — 
even  among  those  who  have  conjured  np  all 
tliose  chimeras  on  the  sniyeot  of  slavery,  which 
ve  have  so  often  seen  porb^yed  both  by  pen 
•nd  penciL  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Xew  York,  that  the  slaves  are  an  nn- 
hsppy  race.  The^,  no  doubt,  are  causes  of  nn- 
bt^tpiness  to  their  owners,  sometimes,  and  no 
doubt  they  are  unhappy  sometimes  themselves : 
for  who  is  exempt  from  unhappiness  1 

But  I  believe  that,  as  a  claas,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  they  are  much  biLppier  tbftn 
their  proprietors  ore  now,  loaded  as  these  are 
with  the  effects  of  a  system,  which  I  will  not 
now  go  into  a  disonsaion  of,  and  with  the  oares, 
and  wants,  and  difBonlties,  whioh  this  very 
population  brings  upon  them. 

In  regard  to  the  claim  to  be  provided  for,  in 
the  present  bill,  I  had  thought  tJiat  the  old 
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maxim  was  applicable,  ittttr  arma  Ugm  rilent. 
Thia  slave  was  taken  precisely  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  horses  and  the  carL  A  gentle- 
man has  asked  if  slaves  are  to  be  considered  at 
oien  and  cattle  t  Sir,  no  man  of  common  re- 
finement, or  any  humanity,  ever  regarded  them 
in  the  same  light  as  oxen.  Tet,  gentlemen 
should  remember  that  even  the  ox  and  horse, 
though  they  be  bnt  brutes,  have,  nevertibeless, 
their  rights.  Sir,  I  fear  I  have  dime,  what  I 
have  often  done  before,  bnt  very  seldom  of 
late,  and  what  I  intend  rarely  to  do  again,  tres- 
passed already  too  long  on  Uie  patlenoe  of  the 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  oaid  he  was  sorry 
the  honorable  gentleman  fiiim  Lonisianft  had 
introdnoed  a  (question  whioh  was  so  extremely 
liable  to  be  mismiderstood.  I  cannot,  said  Ifr. 
B.,  agree  with  that  gentleman  that,  on  the  mere 
question  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
we  are  compelled  to  determine  what  is  the  pre- 
cise natore  of  that  property  whioh  a  nuater  haa 
in  his  slave.  But  as  the  queetJon  on  the 
amendment  is  a  question  of  compensation,  we 
must  vote  on  iL  Though  representing  a  State 
which  does  not,  at  this  time,  cout^  any  slave 
popnlation,  it  is  not  my  faojt  tiiat  this  question 
has  been  presented.  It  has  been  brought  in, 
as  I  thinb,  nnadvisedly :  I  oonld  have  wished 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  forborne  to  preaa 
it,  lest  some  misooostruotion  might  lead  to  a 
doubt  of  our  muntuning  that  relation  which 
the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recog- 
lized,  and  which  they  sustain  between  a  slave 
and  his  master, 

I  *?ree  with  the  gentleman  frwa  Viripnia, 
(Hr.  BAimoLPH,)  that  the  constitntion  has 
nothing  to  do  with  tbis  matter.  That  instni- 
ment  never  fixed  the  nature  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  nor  of  any  other  of  onr  do- 
mestio  relations,  nor  of  the  persons  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  to  each  other.  When,  therefore, 
gentlemen  criticize  on  the  terms  "  person — • 
population — persons  held  to  service,"  &o.,  used 
in  that  instrument,  they  are,  in  my  judgment, 
somewhat  hypercritical.  Ilioee  words  were 
used,  not  for  the  purpose  of  definition,  but  out 
of  delicacy,  and  as  laying  down  a  rale  to  be 
observed  in  taking  (he  censns  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  this  relation  of  the  slave  to 
his  master!  And  what  are  the  qualities  at 
that  relation  t  I  bold,  sir,  that  the  right  of  the 
master  in  his  slave  is  a  right  to  his  service  un- 
der all  circumstances  whatsoever,  and  also  to 
the  absolute  unqualified  control  and  custody  ttt 
his  person,  so  that  it  cannot  be  taken  from  him 
for  purposes  of  service,  nor  his  aotjona  regn* 
latea  by  any  power  but  his  own,  save  only 
when  the  State  lays  ita  hand  on  him  for  the 
punishment  of  crime,  and  the  preeervation  of 
the  pnblic  peace.  You  m^  debate  the  ab- 
stract question  as  long  as  you  will,  and  may 
disoosa  metaphysically  what  is  the  exact  nature 
of  the  right;  but,  after  all,  the  question  ia, 
what  do  the  Iaws  of  tlie  State  declare  in  wkidb 
the  master  and  the  aUve  reaidel    I  Im*  W 
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stowed  Min«  little  reSection  apoii  the  aabject, 
and  the  only  concloaioa  to  wbich  I  can  bring 
mj  mind,  is  that  I  have  stated.  On  maintaia- 
iog  tbia  eontrol  of  tbe  mastar,  rests  tbe  secnri- 
tj  of  a  veij  large  and  important  portjoa  of 
tills  Union,  and  whoever  interfere  with  the 
ezeroiae  of  it,  is  ^ilt;  of  a  vioiaUon  of  the 
rights  of  all  those  who  inhabit  the  States  where 
this  species  of  property  is  held.  This  Govem- 
meat  cannot  do  thiB.  It  is  a  question  not  to  t>e 
debated.  No  man,  I  mean  do  man  of  mj 
BBDM  and  refleotion,  ever  thought  of  muntain- 
isg,  that  I  know  o^  that  it  was  competent  to 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  qncstion 
of  ri^t  in  the  slightest  degree. 

What,  then,  is  the  case  before  ns  t  An  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  in  the  use  of  what  he 
waa  pleased  to  consider  as  his  discretion,  seized 
and  unpresaed  into  tbe  roiJiUr;  service  of  the 
United  States,  a  slave,  belongbg  to  a  gentle- 
man of  Louisiana,  liiat  is,  a  mere  military 
<^cer  nndertook  to  do  what  all  branches  of 
this  Government  united,  are  not  able  to  do. 
Yet,  we  have  been  told  by  B6mB  gentlemen, 
that  he  had  a  right  to  make  thia  impressment. 
What,  sir — an  olBoer,  a  mere  creature  of  this 
Government,  whose  official  existence  can  be 
swept  away  in  a  moment,  has  a  right  to  do 
irhu  tbis  Govemment,  with  all  its  powers, 
may  not  so  moch  as  attempts  And  now,  he 
having  done  this — having  assmned  what  he 
called  Ilia  right  to  sever  the  bond  between  mas- 
ter and  slave,  and  having  made  himself  the 
Judge  how  £sr  he  might  carry  this  right  of  im- 
pressing whom  be  pleased,  what  are  we  asked 
t«  do  1  To  adopt  his  act  as  onr  own — to  make 
it  an  act  of  this  Government,  and,  in  couae- 
qnence  of  bo  adopUng  it,  to  indemnify  the 
loser.  On  what  principle,  sir,  can  we  possibly 
be  held  bound  to  indemnify,  when  the  officer 
clearly  transcended  hia  duty  t  I  disagree  with 
my  colleague,  as  to  the  power  of  impressment 
in  oases  of  danger.  An  officer  stmll  never 
touch  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he 
chooses  to  determine  that  State  necessity  war- 
rants bim  to  do  so.  Ho,  ur;  whenever  he 
dow  thia,  he  is  a  trespasser.  And  if  the  State 
does  not  give  me  a  remedy  agunst  him,  there 
ia  no  longer  snch  a  thing  as  freedom  in  my 
country.  Liberty  ia  gone — it  exists  no  Ipnger. 
We  have,  indeed,  indemnified  the  loeer  in  some 
few  cases,  where  the  public  necessity  was  so 
grMt,  so  high,  so  undeniable  as  to  overstep  all 
obligations  of  lower  duty.  But,  then,  we  have 
Indemnified  for  tbe  act  of  onr  officers,  in  the 
character  of  trespassers — and  we  took  into  our 
own  hands  to  inquire  whether  any  such  necessi- 
ty ezitted.  But,  once  admit  the  right  of  a 
mere  military  officer,  whose  sole  power  is  the 
parchment  in  his  pocket,  and  the  epaulette 
upon  his  shoolder,  to  seize  and  impress,  when- 
ever he  may  think  proper,  and  you  give  to  this 
creature  of  yours,  authority  over  .every  slave- 
holder in  the  Southern  Btatee — he  ma^  set 
them  all  at  defiance — and  I  am  asked  to  aay,  I 
will  assume  Ms  acta.    Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
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to  do  it  Yet  I  must  do  it  if  this  a 
passes ;  for  the  principle,  and  the  onl;  princi- 
plQ  on  which  we  can  grant  couqwnsstion  la 
tiiig  case,  is,  that  we  adopt  the  lawless  vX  of 
impressment  as  the  act  of  this  GoTenmeDt, 
and  pay  for  tbis  slave  under  tbe  pretence  « 
State  necessity ;  and  what  the  officer  it  pkwd 
to  call  the  salvation  of  the  country.  Sir,  I 
cannot  even  attempt  to  run  out  the  coow- 
quenoes  of  eatablishing  such  a  manatrom  pris- 
ciple,  and  so  vitally  fatal  to  a  large  pottiooof 
tbe  Union.  If  a  General  may  do  thk  a  Celo- 
nel  may  do  it;  if  a  Colonel,  then  a  C*ptHii; 
and  if  a  Captain  may,  a  Sergeant,  and  so  msy 
every  aubaltern,  down  to  the  lowest  cotton  t*>- 
sel  in  tbe  camp.  And  if  an  officer  Irom  the 
Southern  States  may  do  it,  ao  ma;  an  aSccr 
from  the  Northern  States.  Sir,  if  these  dos- 
trinca  are  sanctioned,  it  aball  be  done  withonl 
my  consent.  It  ia  a  dacKerona  doclrine.  id- 
mit  it  for  a  moment,  and  yon  stiike  a  blov  it 
the  security  of  the  whole  slave  population  of 
tbe  Southern  States.  It  is  the  same  cast  in 
principle  as  to  allow  the  impreasmuit  of  ui  in- 
fant, apprentice,  or  servant,  in  the  Korthmi 
States.  If  there  is  any  reason. in  it,  tbeneterf 
officer  of  the  United  States  mayj  at  pleuin, 
(or  iu  circumstances  of  which  he  is  to  be  the 
sole  judge,)  sever  the  bond  which  nnites  mstter 
and  servant,  which  binds  togetlier  parent  tiA 
child.  He  may  ent«r  onr  dwelling,  drag  cmr 
children  from  the  fireude,  and,  n^ardlesi  of 
his  father'a  will,  or  his  mother'a  cries  acd  tt*i^ 
force  him  to  the  camp — and,  when  there,  pA 
him  under  martial  law.  He  may  do  this--ii»d 
when  he  has  done  it,  we,  forsooth,  are  to  ^ 
nnteer  him  an  indemnity,  to  step  in  hia  piic^ 
and  assume  these  deeds  as  acts  of  the  Goien- 
ment.  Sir,  yon  never  provided  for  scch  *  CM 
—yet  you  authorized  our  apprentices  to  be  eu- 
list«d,  without  the  consent  of  their  marten, 
and  our  children,  without  the  consent  of  tlieir 
parents.  Yon  allowed  this  tie  to  be  serered— 
(though  the  right  of  a  father  over  the  pens 
of  his  child  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  n*st«t 
over  his  servant,  and  far  more  tender,  tbon^ 
I  grant  that  the  ties  of  master  and  slave  nuj 
sometimes  be  of  a  tender  kind) — but  yon  netf 
thought  of  granting  them  compensation.  Tot 
are  asked  to  make  it  in  a  cose  by  no  mesuM 
strong.  Ton  are  asked  to  do  that  for  one  MC' 
tioo  of  the  Union,  which  yon  never  thonghtM 
doing  for  the  other.  Adopt  thia  prinupleof 
impressment,  and  yon  sanction  what  msj,  it 
some  future  day,  lead  to  conseqneucee,  in  <>■» 
part  of  this  Union,  I  will  not  speak  oi,  Wi 
which  I  will  not  permit  myself  even  to  thjM 
upon.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Clabni 
avoided  meddling  wiUi  this  quesUui. 


TuEBDAT,  January  8. 

SattU  of  Nea  Orltant. 

Mr.  BiMn.TO»  moved  the  foQoving  rttch- 
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Orleani  paiatad,  aod  plaead  in  oob  of  tha  pan«li 
«f  tlw  Bijttiiido.  And  thU  the;  fortber  inqnira 
into  tba  expedieoej  of  engtgiDg  WMhlagtan  AIl- 
(ton  to  deun  ud  finlali  the  work,  and,  if  eipe- 
dienl  In  bou  contingandeB,  tg  iBcertiia  wiielber, 
•nd  on  ntikt  terms,  ha  can  be  lo  engaged. 

itr.  H^MiLTOir  iaid :  It  was  not  ntoecMrj, 
itor  oonld  it  b«  expected  at  tbia  time,  that  be 
■honld  Tisdicote  the  polior  whioh  had  diotatad 
■n  embeUiahmant  of  this  SKtloDal  bailding 
with  It  repreaentatitm  of  some  of  the  most 
cherished  ereata  which  sdom  oar  hiatorj. 
The  policj  itself  springs  ftvEQ  a  lentliiient  which 
maj-  well  be  called  instinctiTe  in  tba  buman 
liTMit.  Ita  elements  are  to  be  found  even  in 
tiie  impalae  which  leads  the  savam  to  oonstnict 
tbo««  nide  metnn-iels  hj  which  b«  attempts  to 
Ml  of  an  a^  and  warriors  that  have  Deen. 
But  the  sentiment  beoomea  irreristiblf  power- 
Ad,  and  of  great  moral  efBoaoj,  when  it  snm- 
mona  to  ita  aid  the  delightful  tirt  of  panting, 
which  is  the  result  of  the  highest  condition  of 
drilizatioa,  and  whose  lesBonR  are  inonlcated 
by  a  nntTeml  langaage,  and  is  understood  by 
aU  the  ehildren  of  men,  however  Afided  by 
diveri  and  conflicting  tongoee. 

Whether  the  victory  of  the  8th  of  Jannary 
was  an  event  which,  delineated  by  the  band  of 
gcnina,  might  be  applioable  to  aome  one  of  tlte 

tnrpOMe  to  which  the  great  moral  of  this  art 
I  sabservient,  was  predeialy  the  qneation  whicb 
be  wished  the  fntdligent  committ«e  to  whom 
the  inquiry  would  be  referred,  to  decide.  He 
trotted  be  mi^t  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  as 
we  bad  a  representation  of  the  sorrender  at 
Torktown,  by  which  oar  first  war  was  closed, 
there  wonld  bo  a  peonliar  fitness  in  placing  by 
its  aide  a  delineation  of  that  achievement  which 
BO  brilliantly  closed  onr  second  contest 

'WilboDt  professing  to  be  a  oounoissenr  in 
the  art,  would  those  who  were,  pardon  him  for 
saying,  that  he  oonld  scarcely  conceive  a  finer 
Bubjeot  for  the  canvas,  than  the  objects  which 
wonld  animate,  and  the  acenery  which  woold 
adorn  thia  picture  t 

The  defence  of  New  Orleans  forma  a  beanti- 
fnl  cA^  ^wuvrt  in  the  science  of  war.  It  WM 
characterized  by  circmnstancea  which  wonld 
enable  the  painter  to  place  in  high  relief  the 
beroio  steaainess  and  gallant  devotion  of  onr 
warriors,  and  to  exhibit  in  gorgeous  array,  tiie 
cmbattl^  hosts  of  onr  enemy,  who  roshed  on 
like  a  torrent,  in  darins  and  danntlets  valor, 
regardlesB  of  their  &te.  Nor  wonld  the  chivalry 
of  onr  country  be  content  in  assigning  an  ob- 
senre  or  a  diaparaging  spot  in  such  a  picture, 
to  the  pathetic  fate  <a  the  Britiah  commander, 
who  poured  oat  the  willing  streams  of  bis  life 
bloodinobedienoe  to  the  mandate  of  his  country. 
Ko;  "oar  eoantrymeiiwarnot  with  thedead." 
The  ashea  of  a  man  who  tiius  fidls  are  thrice 
eonworated  by  the  bleerings  of  tbe  g«iKmu, 
the  fading,  and  the  brave. 
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Let  me  add,  that  the  scenery  of  this  picture 
will  be  Bseociated  with  some  of  onr  moat  inter- 
esting reoolleotions.  It  will  be  placed  ui  that 
Delta  of  Egyptian  fertility  and  tropioal  magnifi- 
cenoe,  throngh  which  the  mighty  fa&er  of  onr 
Western  waters  Is  pouring  Uie  tribnto  of  hta 
thonsand  streama,  in  hia  almost  fiidabed  Jour- 
ney to  the  ocean.  On  that  Delta,  which  be- 
longs to  that  glorions  realm,  the  fint  poateaaion 
of  which  we  owe  to  Wm,  who  now  eleepa  in 
peace,  "  by  all  Ws  ooontry's  wishes  Meat,"  and 
the  last,  to  him  "  who  haa  filled  the  measure  of 
her  glory." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  shooldhaTefeltgreatdelloaoy 
in  damgnating  Ur.  Allston,  it,  by  nniversd 
consent,  be  waa  not  conaidered  one  of  the  first, 
if  not  the  very  first  "  living  artuts  our  coontrr 
haa  produced,"  by  which  an  imoortant  require- 
mMtt  of  the  oommlttee  would  M  at  onoe  fU- 
fiUed.  Indeed,  the  profound  genius  and  un- 
rivalled execution  of  this  gentleman  was  so 
well  admitted,  that  he  had  heard,  on  the  beat 
authority,  that  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and 
discriminating  critics  of  Europe  bnd  declared, 
"  that,  if  there  waa  a  man  living  who  was 
capable  of  lighting  up  anew  the  glories  of  the 
Augustan  age  of  [Minting,  that  man  was  MftA- 
ington  Allston.'*  It  may  not  be  known  to  aD 
who  heard  htm,  that  thia  gentJemattj  after  paaa- 
ing  fifteen  yean  of  hia  Ufo  abroad,  m  stuping 
the  remid^  of  andeat,  and  tbe  Mqniaitions 
of  modem  art,  is  now  engaged,  under  the  patron- 
age of  a  city  (Boston)  no  less  diatbgaianed  for 
its  refinement  and  taste,  than  by  ita  literatara 
and  science,  in  giving  the  lost  tonchea  to  an 
historical  piotnre,  (the  labor  of  t«n  years,)  which 
is  probably  destined  to  form  a  new  era  in  th» 
arte,  and  to  confer  a  renown  on  that  coTtnbT 
which  haa  neglected  to  coltivate  them. 

If  yon  want  thia  man,  yon  must  seek  him. 
To  the  pride  of  genius  be  adds  a  thriftless  dis- 
regard of  money  ;  for  he  knows,  as  it  has  been 
beautifully  said  on  another  aal^Jeot  and  oooa- 
■ion,  that  the  real  price  of  tbe  productions  of 
his  pencil,  '^is  Immortality,  and  that  posterilj 
will  pay  it." 

I  hope,  rir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a  sngges- 
tion,  somewhat  aelfish  In  ita  origin,  but  surely 
not  deserving  of  a  severe  reprobation.  Gen. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  AUaton  are  both  natives  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there  would 
be  a  happy  congmity  in  the  fact,  that  the  oon- 
dnot  and  valor  of  the  one  should  be  illustrated 
by  the  genius  and  taxte  of  the  other. 

Hr.  H.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  f^t  entire 
gratification  in  confiding  his  resolution  to  the 
jndgment  and  patriotiam  of  hia  honorable  friend 


from  IfasMMhnsetto,  (Ur.  Evntnr,)  who  waa 
well  acquainted  with  tbe  merita  of  tbe  g 
artist  to  whom  he  had  referred,  and  that  ol 


great 
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geatlemen  asaodated  with  him  on  the  eonunit- 
tee,  and  he  wonld  barely  repeat  that  he  w- 
Id  J  ■      ■  - 


that  they  ahonld  determine,  aa  pr*> 

tothedeciMonof  theHona^  "whether 

>d  had  arrived  for  oompletug  the  deoo- 

ratlnu  oT  the  peat  Ebdl  of  tbe  Oq^>*  uA 
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wbether  be  had  derigutted  "  a  Jndicioiu  ehoic« 
of  a  iDbJect,  and  a  oompet«nt  arUit" 

Ur.  iHonaou.  said,  that  he  ahonld  not  hare 
iiMn,  bad  not  the  reaoIatioD,  moved  bf  the 
liODorable  Kentlemaa  from  South  Carolina,  des' 
nated  the  name  of  the  aitUt  to  be  amplest 
When  it  was  reooUeoted  that  Mr.  Trumbull, 
the  gentleman  who  had  ezecnted  the  paintings 
DOW  in  the  Rotnnda,  wsa  a  native  of  the  Btate 
which  be  represented  on  that  floor,  he  trusted 
hie  honorable  friend  wonld  excnse  him  if  he 
ventured  to  safest,  that  no  coarse  onght  to  be 
pursued,  in  this  stage  of  the  boBineaa,  which 
went  to  exclude  the  employment  of  that  vener- 
able and  patriotic  individnal  in  eiecnting  laj 
paintingB  which  might  be  ordered.  If  the  art- 
ist, to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  State  with  the  hero  of 
oar  second  war,  the  artist  he  himself  had 
named  had  been  tn  actor  in  bis  own  person 
in  tlie  war  of  the  Revolation.  He  had  been  a 
prisoner,  and  bad  soffered  severelv  in  that  con- 
test; and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
great  injoatice  had  been  done  him,  frt»n  the 
manner  in  which  his  puntings  bad  at  first 
been  displayed.  They  were  placed  in  a  small 
and  obecare  room,  beneath  oxa  feet,  and  the 
artist  had  had  the  mortification  to  kitow  that 
the  most  unkind  and  nnfeeling  strictm^s  had 
there  been  passed  upon  them,  in  consequence 
of  this  or  that  diiadvantageons  location.  Els 
fame  bad  suffered ;  his  fediogs  bad  Buffered ; 
and  all  his  friends  who  knew  the  circnmstancea, 
bad  suffered  with  him.  It  was  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  Ur.  I.  sud,  that  he  bad  witnessed 
their  removal  to  a  sitnation  more  worthy  of 
their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  had  witnessed 
the  tears  of  joy  glistening  in  his  venerable  eyea, 
under  the  consciousness  that,  at  last,  justice 
had  been  done  bim.  Mr.  1.  said,  that  be  ad- 
mitted, verjr  willingly,  the  high  merit  of  Mr. 
AUston,  but,  if  Congress  should  conclude,  In 
this  matter,  to  depart  from  the  class  of  our 
Kevolationary  worUiies,  there  were  other  native 
artista,  besides  Mr.  AUston,  who  wonld  desire 
not  to  be  preclnded  from  a  chance  of  employ- 
ment. He  therefore  moved  the  following 
amendment :  to  strike  out  the  name  of  "  Wash- 
ington AUston,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "some 
suitable  artist." 

Mr.  HAUiLTOir  said  that  he  had  risen  princi- 
pally to  Indicate  his  acquiescence  in  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  genUeman 
from  Connecticut.  He  desired,  also,  to  exempt 
himself  from  all  idea  of  the  elightest  disreBpeot 
towards  the  venerable  gentleman  so  feelingly 
referred  to  in  the  remarks  Jost  submitted ;  and 
certainly,  if  the  resolution  he  had  bad  the 
honor  to  move,  proposed  the  commemoration 
of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Revolutionary  war, 
that  gentieman,  both  from  bis  servioea,  and 
from  bis  opportunities  of  observation,  wonld 
have  a  special  claim  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Ebkmeb  said,  that  he  entirely  agreed  that 
it  was  proper  such  a  painting  should  be  exe- 
onted,  aud  that  the  illostrions  glory  which  had 


been  achieved  in  the  meet  brilUant  victory  of 
modem  times,  ought  to  be  handed  down  to 
poeterity.  Bnch  deeds  ought  to  be  kept  &«d 
tn  the  recolleotitm  of  all  gweratiwis,  md  bi 
thought  that  it  oould  not  be  put  in  a  better 
plaoe  than  in  the  Rotunda  of  this  bnil&if. 
But  in  order  that  this  painting  maybejim 
Judged  of^  (nnoe  all  our  Judgments  were  found- 
ed on  comparison,  and  what  could  we  jodp  of 
but  what  we  know  ?  and  bow  oould  ve  jnd|« 
of  what  waa  unknown  but  from  whit  >« 
known  t)  he  wonld  move  a  small  amoidiiiaiL 
When  tiiis  victory  waa  achieved,  which  m- 
dered  our  country  so  glorious  in  the  eye*  of  d 
nations,  it  excited  botb  pride  and  wonder;  ud 
he  wished  he  could  stop  there.  But  be  mot 
say  it  created  envy  too.  Now,  in  order  tbil 
poeterity  might  have  a  fur  opportoailj  itf 
judging  of  that  transaction,  be  would  snofri 
that  another  painting  be  placed  alougEioeof 
the  victory  of  New  Orleans,  representing  Um 
meeting  of  the  Esrtford  Convention,  'wHA 
was  in  tidl  eesaon  at  the  same  time,  fie  then- 
fere  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  sU- 
ing,  "  and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartietd 
Convention." 

Mr.  Etebkit,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Cob- 
mittee,  sud  that  he  should  not  have  rim  Id 
speak  on  the  resolution  or  amendment,  hid  sot 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  doM  Im 
the  honor  to  refer  to  the  report  which  be  lud 
submitted  to  the  House  from  the  Library  Coo- 
mittee,  during  the  last  session,  and  fViA 
recommended  a  course  to  be  pursued  ao  thii 
sul^ect.  In  every  thing  of  commendalioii  vtiii 
that  gentleman  bad  advanced  in  relati(n  to  tli* 
artist  proposed  by  him  to  be  employed,  Mr.  L 
said  that  he  heartily  concurred ;  and  be  bi^ 
been  prepared  to  pass  the  resolution,  which  ii 
itself  was  the  most  distinguished  complimoit 
that  could  have  been  paid  to  that  emlnitf 
artist  and  excellent  man.  He  concurred,  I04 
in  ell  the  commendations  which  hid  b«a 
bestowed  upon  the  great  event  which  irss  in- 
tended to  form  the  subject  of  the  psinting; 
nor  was  the  present  the  first  time  that  he  hid 
attempted  on  this  fioor  to  add  his  tribole  to 
that  which  had  been  so  liberally  paid  bylliit 
whole  people  to  the  great  man  who  bad  kUc- 
ed  that  victory.  But  be  thought  it  would  be 
convenient  if  the  terms  of  the  reeolutioii  *o* 
enlarged,  and  this  idea  bad  in  part  been  nf- 
gested  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  hinail, 
who  had  said,  that,  as  the  victory  of  Yorkiow* 
which  closed  the  war  of  Independence,  tw 
been  made  the  subject  of  one  of  our  Dsiiaal 
paintings,  there  was  a  peculiar  fitness  tbil  the 
victory  of  New  Orleans,  which  gave  Initrt  to 
the  dose  of  our  second  war,  ahonld  be  tnidi 
the  subject  of  another.  This  went  to  Af 
the  expediency  of  eelattting  the  terms  of  t^ 
resolution,  and  ha  should  be  glad  if  tbo  hoo«" 
able  mover  would  make  it  general,  eiteodiiif 
its  provisions  to  filling  the  empty  panels  of  ih 
Rotunda  with  appropriate  pajntiugs.  [There 
marks  of  Mr.  Evxarar  were  impedertly  hiM 
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hj  Uie  reporter,  who  apprehends  that  the; 
have  been  as  imperfectlj  reported.] 

Hr.  Stobbs  Mid  that  he  Lad  often  thought 
that  onr  naval  Tictoriea  were  eotitled  to  aome 
notioe,  as  well  aa  the  militar;'  exploits  of  the 
army,  and  that  Oongreaa  oonld  not  better  oo- 
anp7  some  of  Ifae  vscant  panels  in  the  Rotnndo, 
than  by  Slllog  them  with  oommemorationB 
of  Bome  of  those  ahifahvns  triamphs  of  the 
lULTj-  that  bad  conferred  so  much  honor  and 
glory  on  the  ooontry.  He  hoped  that  the  navy 
vonld  not  be  altogether  forgotten,  and  that 
tiia  Honse  would  agree  to  adopt  an  amendment 
that  he  should  offer  to  the  proposition  of  his 
friend  from  UassschnsettB.  iir.  S.  then  moved 
to  add  tbe  following  words,  viz :  "  or  snoh  of 
the  victories  achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  in  their  opinion  should  be 
aelected  for  snoh  national  oommemoration." 

[Here  the  debat«  closed  for  this  day.] 

'Wbdhzbdat,  Jannaij  B, 
Bittorieal  Paintinfi. 

The  reaolntion  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
"HuiiLTOH,  together  with  the  sereral  amend- 
jnents,  having  been  again  read,  and  the  q^nes- 
tion  being  oo  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stobbs — 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment becaOBO,  in  his  apprehension,  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  bad  no  hostility,  whatever, 
to  the  original  reaolntion,  bnt  thongbt  the  in- 
quiry onght  to  take  amore  extended  form,  and, 
at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
mbmit  an  amendment,  intended  to  effect  that 
object.  He  did  notwiao.  that  the  Honse  should 
pass  any  resolution  which  might  leave  it  to  be 
inferred  that  all  pnblio  merit  was  divided  be- 
tween militatr  and  naval  achievemeota.  No, 
HT,  sdd  Mr.  E.,  I  think  the  principle  was  a 
very  wise  and  patriotic  one,  which  was  pnr- 
■ned  in  the  selection  of  the  subjects  already  ei- 
eonted.  Two  of  these  were  of  a  military  ^ud ; 
two  others  were,  both  in  their  conception,  and 
in  the  lesson  which  tbey  taught,  of  a  civil  char- 
acter; and  1  think  that,  in  fillinK  up  the  re- 
maining panels,  the  same  principle  ought  still 
to  govern  ns.  It  is,  in  my  Judgment,  vAy  im- 
portant, that,  in  all  the  del^a  of  this  great  na- 
tional monument,  we  keep  constantly  in  view 
our  obligation  to  teach  a  valuable  lesson  to  pos- 
terity. We  may  find  enough  memorable  events, 
in  the  eivil  history  of  this  country,  to  call  for 
all  the  aid  of  all  the  arts.  I  need  not,  I  tmst, 
repeat  the  declaration  which  I  made  yesterday, 
that  1  have  no  design,  whatever,  to  break  down 
the  original  resolntion.  I  am  perfectly  free  to 
say,  that,  in  any  aeries  of  military  exploits 
which  it  may  be  thought  necesaar;  or  proper 
to  commemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans 
ongbt  not  to  be  emitted.  The  gentleman  from 
Bouth  Oarolina  (Mr.  Huulton)  said  of  that 
victory,  that  it  formed  the  fiaaU  of  a  series  of 
great  achievements.  WeU,  sir,  on  the  sentle- 
msn's  own  principles,  if  this  is  the  termmation 


of  a  series,  is  it  not  at  least  natural  to  take, 
also,  some  of  the  actions  which  composed  that 
series!  The  gentleman  also  declared,  and  I 
donbt  not  with  great  trath,  that,  in  offering 
this  resolution,  he  meant  nothing  invidious 
But,  wUl  it  not  be  considered  as  invidiona, 
when  he  himself  confesses  there  has  been  a 
series  of  great  actions,  to  fix  npon  one,  alone^ 
for  commemoration?  It  is,  in  oort,  on  thia 
accotmt,  that  I  wish  to  give  to  the  resolntion 
the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  judgment,  it 
ongbt  to  embrace. 

Mr.  Babtlstt  expressed  his  agreement  with 
the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island,  (Mr.  BtTBcaa,) 
that  it  was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  this 
declaration,  in  compliment  to  some  of  those 
who  have  fought  for  ua,  while  there  are  others, 
equally  deserving,  who  rem^n  unprovided  for. 
Before  we  flatter  the  vanity  of  our  heroes, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  fbr  th^ 
wants!  Mr.  B.  sud  that  he  nad  arisen  for  the 
pnrpose  of  stating,  that  he  bad  prepared,  and 
held  in  his  hand,  a  resolution  which  would 
cover  the  whole  ground  both  of  the  amendment 
and  the  original  resolution.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Dwioht)  ©it«nds  the  inquiry,  which  was  at  ■ 
first  confined  to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to 
events  of  the  Revolntion,  not  yet  the  subject  of 
our  commemoration,  while  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Sxokbs)  proposed  to 
include  the  naval  victories  of  both  our  wan. 
There  was  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country,  which  was  not  touched  by  either 
of  these  amendments.  The  resolution  which 
he  had  drafted  would  be  in  order  by  way  of 
amendment,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  consent  that  the  gentleman  from  Masso- 
chnsetts  (Mr.  Dwioht)  should  withdraw  the 
.amendment  be  had  offered. 

Kr.DwiQHT  said  nothing  would  givehim  more 
>leasare  tlian  to  oblige  the  gentleman  from  New 
'     ipshire,  (Mr.  B^^TLBrr,)  by  accepting  hti 


amendment  as  a  aubstitnte  for  h 


could  he 


which  he  had  origiually  offered  h 
ment  to  the  resolntiou  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  persuaded  that  the 
gentleman  himself  wonld  be  satisfied  of  the 
propriety  of  the  refusal,  when  he  heard  tthe 
grounds  npon  which  it  was  made.  He  had,  he 
said,  long  since  understood,  from  authority 
which  could  not  be  doubted,  that,  when  the 
artist  selected  the  four  subjects  embraced  by 
hia  araendment,  at  the  oonclusion  of  a  series  of 
historical  paintings,  that  selection  received  the 
sanction  of  Washington  and  Jefferson.  When 
be  saw  Ihe  Rotundo  decorated  on  one  side,  by 
such  scenes  as  the  Siege  of  Torktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  the  Declaratioo  of  lDd»- 
pendonce,  and  the  Surrender  of  General  Wash- 
mgton's  Commission,  it  was  painful  to  behold 
tiie  other  side  of  that  spiendia  room  a  blank. 
He  lamented  it  the  more  when  lie  saw  how 
appropriately  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battle 
of  Bunker's  Hill,  the  Attack  on  Qoebeo,  and  &i) 
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Bcttlee  of  Monmouth  mi  Priaoeton.  While 
np,  he  would  take  oocaalon  to  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroliDs, 
(Mr.  Hahiltdn.)  He  had,  in  depleting  the 
rarlona  modes  of  l^slatire  hoBtilitj,  which 
might  be  adopted,  let  fall  eipreBHona  sascepti- 
ble  of  a  coaBtmction  which  his  own  feelings 
towards  that  honorable  gentleman  forbid  him 
to  suppose  could  hare  been  intended.  Hebadin- 
timated  th&t  his  own  original  resolntion  was  to 
b«  smothered  bj  the  weight  of  th«  amendmeDts 
nngeneronaly  thrown  npon  it  Whatever  was 
intended  by  the  remark,  he  coold  not,  in  jns- 
Idoe  to  himself  aoffer  it  to  pass  nnnoticed.  If 
then  was  ■  member  npon  the  floor  who  did 
not  feel  his  heart  swell  with  a  pronder,  and 
more  ardent  love  of  country,  when  he  contem- 
plated the  achieTements  of  tite  general  and  the 
army  of  New  Orleana,  he  was  not  tliat  man. 
Bnt  tlie  heart  which  was  alive  to  these  emo- 
tions  conld  never  be  closed  to  snch  as  were 
oalcolated  to  be  excited  by  the  Battle  of  Ban- 
ker's Hill,  and  the  other  to  which  his  amend- 
ment applied.  And  he  could  never  consent  to 
oommemorate  by  piuntingi,  a  scene  in  the  late 
war,  to  the  exclasion  of  tnoae  of  equal  splendor 
in  our  Bevolntionary  itmggle.  If  bis  amend- 
ment were  adopted,  it  woold  embrace  them  all. 
The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Oarollna  certainly 
knew  him  too  well  \o  suppose  that  his  feelings 
were  of  such  a  contracted  character  as  to  in- 
doee  him  to  refnse  to  call  upon  American  ge- 
nius to  illustrate  American  valor.  To  the. 
genius  of  AUaton,  as  an  historical  painter,  he 
would  do  all  homage,  &nd  he  had  the  satisfac- 
IJon  of  bellevina  that  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  would  give  fall  scope  to  that  of 
both  the  artists  who  o  ad  been  alluded  to. 

The  anestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Stoubs,  viz :  "  or  such  of  the 
victories  achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Btates,  as  in  their  opinion  should  t}e  selected 
fbr  RQch  national  commemoration,"  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  80,  noes  99. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  DwioHT.  viz:  "to  embrace  the  battles 
of  Banker's  Hill,  Monmouth,  Princeton,  and  the 
Attack  on  Qaebec."  Negatived — yeas  68,  nays 
107. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolution  as 
moved  1^  Mr,  EuitLTos, 

Ur.  EvBBBTT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
W  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"That  the  Committee  of  tha  Bouse  of  Repr«- 
■Oltatives  on  the  Libmy  be  inatracted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  taking  suitable  measures,  at 
ibis  time,  Ui  prooure  a  series  of  historical  palntlogs 
tor  the  empty  panels  of  the  Botunda." 

Negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
Hr.  H^MiLTOii,  as  modified  by  Ur.  Butdolph, 
tt  was  decided  by  yeas  98,  nays  108. 

So  the  resolution  was  i^ected. 


Teubsdat,  January  10. 

Mr.  YsBFUjioK  submitted  the  ftdlowingi 
JlnehfJ,  That  the  Cemmittee  on  Nsvil  UUn 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  and  i^KMt  on  tke  upt- 
diency  of  making  such  legidatite'proviMaDUBq 
be  necessary  for  revivlnv,  extending,  and  onriai 
into  efl^t  Ibe  act  «if  February  iOth,  1B07,  pmi^ 
iug  for  niTToying  the  coast  of  the  United  StiUL 

Mr.  Vkbplutok  b^^  leave  to  csS  Ibt 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  brief  statemeat  of 
the  objects  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  &(ti 
connected  with  the  acts  it  refferred  to.  Tht 
law  of  February  10th,  1807,  was  passed  in  tht 
last  Oongress  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adbinistntica 
I  believe  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson himself.  It  certainly  was  a  hnritt 
measure  of  his.  It  authorized  and  reqneglid 
the  President  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  takes  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  deeigaatiDg  tin 
islands,  shoAla,  roads,  and  places  of  socbwlM 
within  twenty  leagues  of  any  point  of  U( 
coast :  also,  the  respective  courses  snd  distaniM 
between  the  principsl  capes  and  headlands :  ii 
short,  every  thing  necessary  for  completiog  ■ 
minutely  accurate  chart  of  our  whole  coast,  &r 
every  naval,  military,  and  commercisl  puipcsa 
Another  section  provided  for  sach  examinuicu 
relative  to  Bt  George's  bank,  and  other  bub 
and  sboals,  and  the  soundings  and  currents  bs- 
yond  the  limits  of  twenty  leagnea,  to  tlie<jilt 
Stream,  aa  might  l>e  subservient  to  the  usesot 
navigation.  [The  immediate  object  of  tiiii  art 
was  unquestionably,  to  procure  a  Ihoroii^ 
knowledge  of  our  coast  for  naval  pnrpoaes  ud 
for  fortificstions,  which  the  prospect  of  i  est 
li^n  with  the  great  maritime  power  of  tin 
world  then  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Ctn- 
gress.]  These,  however,  were  combined  nitli 
farther  views — with  the  general  interest  of  cur 
own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  well  at  with 
the  generous  wish  to  c<Hitribut«  to  the  ugcAI 
science  and  geographical  knowledge— of  tte 
whole  civilized  world.  The  sum  of  fifty  the* 
sand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  carry  the  k( 
into  effect — and  tlie  principles  nponirbiriit 
should  be  executed  were  settled  by  the  Pita- 
dent  They  are  stated  by  Mr.  GalUtiD.'itk 
that  luminous  precision  which  marks  tH  tbs 
writings  of  that  statesman,  in  on  offidal  lettff 
to  a  distingnshed  man  of  science,  who  vB  <o 
be  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  id.  It  i^ 
I  presume,  to  ho  found  in  the  official  files  of  Ibt 
Department  I  have  myself  read  it  in  s  tJi* 
ble  paper  on  the  sarvey  of  the  coast,  priuled  '^ 
the  American  Philosophical  Transactions,  t^ 
plfui  he  resolved  into  three  distinct  parts :  I^L 
The  ascertainment,  by  a  series  of  accurste  sv 
tronomical  observationa,  of  the  true  positioa  i' 
a  few  prominent  and  remarkable  points  aa  tli« 
coast,  such  as  are  or  would  probably  be  tba 
alte«  of  forto,  or  bght-honsea  &c.  Sd.  A  trig- 
onometioal  survey,  by  a  chain  ot  trianch*,  <■ 
the  line  of  coast  Mtween  thwepoinbs  w;^ 
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■Itiouof  which  bad  beeD  thtu  astroDomicallj 
determined,  maklDK  therein  the  position  of 
ever;  prominent  object  distingnisnable  at 
diBtanoe.  Bd.  A  nantioal  mrrej  of  the  bIiobIs 
and  Boondings,  of  which  the  trigonumetrical 
land  HUTTej  ahould  be  the  base — to  depend  as 
little  as  might  be  on  aatronomicat  observations 
mode  on  board  ship. 

Boon  after  this,  Hr.  Easier,  well  Vnown  oa  a 
ecientific,  aa  well  as  an  experienced  and  practi- 
cal mstbenjaticiaii,  was  sent  to  Europe  for  the 
purchase  of  instrnments.  He  there  procured 
an  admirable  collection,  selected  bj  himself 
with  great  care,  the  workmaoship  of  the  first 
artists  of  the  age,  Trooghton  ana  Dolland,  in 
London,  and  Le  Noir,  m  Paris,  well  known 
acientiSo  mechanics,  whose  labors  and  im- 
provements have  conferred  higher  beneQts  on 
the  world  than  manf  men  of  more  splendid 
bme,  as  well  as  loltier  pretenriona  in  the  ranks 
of  science. 

With  these  instraments,  the  snTve;  was  com- 
nenced,  in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work 
done  with  mionte  accurac;.    After  a  time — I 
Icuow  not  why — it  is  a  part  of  the  conntry  I 
am  not  acqaatnted  with — the  work  was  sns- 
pended,  and  nautical  surveys  were  sabstitnted. 
These,  too,  were  finally  abandoned,  as  a  sys- 
tem.   A  vast  body  of  maps  and  charts  were 
thus  collected,  at  a  vast  expense — many  times 
the  cost  which  would  have  attended  a  perfect 
execution — I  have  been  told,  half  a  miUion  of 
dollars,  bat  have  no  precise  authority  for  this ; 
but,  at  whatever  cost,  they  were  exceedingly 
dear,  for  thej  are  comparatively  of  very  little 
valae,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be  so.    The 
private  navigation  has  been  left  to  euide  itself 
tij  such  lights  as  may  be  furnished  riy  private 
enterprise,  or  by  the  science  of  Europe.    When- 
ever any  local  interest  or  object  such  as  the 
1)ailding  of  a  fort,  or  the  location  of  a  navy 
yard,  required  it,  special  surveys  were,  of  ne- 
cessity,  ordered  either  by  the  Wavy  Depart- 
mest,  or  by  resolations  of  Congress.     These 
were  generally  executed  by  the  ofBcers  of  our 
navy,   always  with  very  incompetent  means, 
and  often  limited  in  time.    In  the  words  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy's  last  report,  "  they  are 
noavoidably  incompleta.      The  times  within 
^rhich  it  was  desirable  to  make  them,  (says  he, 
^leaking  of  the  surveys  mode  last  year,  of  Bal- 
timore, Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  granted,  did  not  permit  them  to 
be  made  so  as  to  furnish  perfect  surveys  and 
charts  of  these  harbors." 

Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys 


of  tltBm  have  been  found  sufficiently 
to  determine  the  site  of  fortifications.  I  oufht, 
Iiowever,  in  justice,  to  except  that  of  the  Har- 
bor of  Baltimore,  made  by  Lient.  Sherburne. 

These  partial  surveys,  by  separate  expedi- 
tions, are  also  nocesaanly  of  enormous  expense. 
Officers,   men,  vessels,  &c.,  must  be  detailed 
anew  for  each  object,  with  great  loss  of  time. 
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and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at  each  oo- 
cauos.  Without  going  mrther  into  detail,  I 
refer  to  the  navy  report  of  1825,  in  snpport  of 
this  assertion.  With  sll  this  experience  [>efora 
ua,  it  is  now  evident  that  we  must  recur  to  the 
principles  of  the  act  of  1807.  I  perceive  that 
that  law  is  printed  in  onr  statute  book  as  an 
obsolete  one.  J  do  not  see  why ;  but  if  so,  it 
is  on  all  aooonnts  expedient  to  revive  it  I 
would  go  farther :  I  would  embody  in  a  new 
law,  with  the  necessary  appropriations,  all  the 
principles  laid  down  by  Ur.  Gallatin,  in  1811, 
The  Preudent  should  be  empowed  to  appoint  a 
scientific  commissioner,  with  a  decent  salaiy. 
The  excellent  instruments,  purchased  ten  years 
ago,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  Qovemment, 
a  littie  worse  for  neglect,  and,  I  fear,  too,  a 
littie  the  worse  for  having  sometimes  been  In 
ignorant  hands.  The  other  expenses  would  be 
very  trifling,  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
object.  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gun  or  saving  it 
would  yield  to  the  oommeroe  of  the  nation, 
would  pay  the  whole.  To  the  navy,  In  case  or 
war,  this  is  an  all-important  object.  It  la  a 
disgrace  and  a  scandal  to  our  country,  that  the 
British  navy  is  probably,  at  this  moment,  in 
possession  of  far  better  detula  of  the  chart  of 
our  coast  than  we  are. 

1  have  only  to  add  that  this  is  an  application 
of  science  to  useful  purposes,  not  only  strictly 
within  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
but  directly  incumbent  apon  it  as  a  gnardian 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  Sector  of  peace 
and  war. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  wade'*  C<m—{C<^U^ed  Africant.) 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  of 
a  bond  given  by  Hr.  WUde,  of  Georpa,  to 
transport  certain  Africans  bevond  the  llmlM  <^ 
the  United  States,  was  called  np  by  Ur.  P.  F. 
Babboub. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.TATLOB  objeoted  to  this  coarse,  as  he 
had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the 
»>se,  and  the  bill  was  nuaooompanied  by  any 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboitb  {Chairman  of  the  Ju- 
diciary  Committee)  sud,  that  a  similar  motion 
to  this  had  been  mode  the  other  day.  when  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  subject  was  report- 
ed to  the  House,  and,  if  snch  were  the  pleasure 
of  the  House,  he  should  cbeerftilly  aoquiesoe. 
He  would  state,  however,  that  the  committee^ 
if  ordered  to  report,  could  Aimish  no  other  in- 
formation than  that  which  was  eont^ned  in 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  the  papers  ao-' 
companying  it,  which  now  lay  upon  the  clerk's 
table ;  the  substance  of  which  lie  had,  on  the 
former  occasion,  stated  to  the  House. 

Hr.  WsiDBT,  of  Ohio,  hoped  tiie  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  would  prevail.  If  I  nnder- 
stsnd  the  object  of  the  bill,  it  is  to  cancel  a 
bond,  filed  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Clerk  of  the  (Sr- 
cnit  Court  of  Georgia,  pending  a  litagatlon  oo^ 
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oeming  b  number  of  A&ioana,  aad  for  their 
moTal  beyood  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
On  B  oAreful  examination  of  the  papers,  I  find 
DO  eyideoce  of  the  amount  of  that  bond,  to 
whom  it  was  given,  or  the  precise  tenns  of  tbe 
oonditioo.  It  eeema  to  me  tWe  are  two  bonds, 
cat  given  hj  the  Spaoiah  clumaats  of  these 
AfiiMBs  in  Court,  uni  the  other  hj  the'  peti- 
tioner. The  petitioner  naked  to  have  his  bood 
cancelled,  and  the  bill  provides  for  cancelling 
the  one  in  the  clerk's  office ;  and  that,  too, 
withont  Bscertming  its  date,  amonnt,  or  the 
parties.  If  it  were  the  object  to  cancel  the 
bond  of  the  petitioner,  the  bill  did  not  reach  it, 
bnt  provided  for  cancelling  another.  But, 
w«  are  inhibited  by  the  ooDstitntion  from 
pairing  the  obligations  of  oontracta.  Can  I  be 
ezpeoted  to  give  mj  vot«  to  cancel  an  obliga- 
tion, a  contract,  without  knowing  the  data,  the 
amoontj  or  purport  of  tbe  obligation,  affecting 
the  rights  of  parties  of  whom  I  am  wholly  ig- 
norant, as  well  as  the  extent  my  act  may  iigure 
Ihem )  Can  I  be  expected  to  vote  to  cancel  a 
braid,  of  which  I  am  ho  ignorant  as  not  to 
able  to  describe  it  t  The  bill  contains  no  de- 
■oripUoD.  I  have  heard  none,  and  can  give 
none.  What  is  its  condition  I  Who  are  the 
parties  I  What  its  obligatjunst  These  aues- 
tirais  I  think  material.  Who  was  tbe  obligee 
of  the  bond,  and  interested  in  it  f  Had  we  any 
control  over  it !  I  fear,  sir,  this  bill  exceeds 
our  coQstJtntional  limits,  and  affects  the  rights 
of  others,  having  no  knowledge  of  oar  proceed- 
ings or  Toioe  in  them, 

Kr.  Taylor  said,  that,  when  he  had  request- 
ed, a  few  days  unoe,  that  the  bill  from  the 
Benate  on  this  sabject  might  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndioiary,  it  was  that  tbey  might 
■pread  before  tbe  House,  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, the  history  of  the  facts  oonnected  with 
Uiat  bill.  Be  conudered  those  facts  as  of  such 
moment  as  to  deserve  an  otBcial  report  The 
question  might  be  one  which  involved  the  lib- 
erty of  thirty -seven  human  beings.  Tbe  Honee 
b  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  S9  African  persons  bron^t  into  the 
United  States  contrary  to  law.  The  original 
number  had  been  ISS.  One  hundred  of  Oiese 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  a  lawful  capture,  (of 
the  exact  nature  of  tbe  proceeding  which  had 
been  had,  he  possessed  no  knowledge,)  hut  that 
number  had  been  sent  Ut  our  colony  in  Africa. 
Of  the  remaining  89,  87  were  declared  not  to 
be  a  lawful  capture,  and  were  couseqaently 
ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  Spanish  claimant. 
These  persons  are  now  in  the  custody  of  law. 
Teohnically  speaking,  they  have  not  been  im- 
ported. It  was  a  subject  of  discussion,  wheth- 
er their  bringing  into  the  oonntry  had  been 
lawftil  or  unlawful.  So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
termined that  they  were  unlawfully  captured 
and  brought  in,  it  became  the  duty  of  their 
owner  to  give  a  bond  to  export  them  out  of 
the  country  within  a  given  time.  As  there 
was  no  report  to  refer  to,  he  did  not  know 
how  long  it  was  sinoe  tike  jadg:m^t  of  the 


court  had  been  given,  and  be  conseqnrailj 
could  not  know  whether  a  sufficiest  time  hid 
el^eed  to  enable  it  tA  be  determined  irhetbar 
the  persons  giving  the  bond  intecded  to  -ndtSt 
its  condition  or  not.  A  very  delicate,  wd 
what  might  prove  a  very  difHcolt  qnecliaii, 
arose  as  to  the  right  which  these  persmis  them- 
selves may  have  to  those  Africans.  As  Hiif 
as  the  year  'GS,  Congress  prohibited  the  inb«- 
duction  of  slaves  into  the  United  Stslei,  atd 
declared  that  all  slaves  imported  in  rioluioiiiif 
that  law,  should  be  ipw  facto  &ee.  Kov,i( 
the  persons  laying  claim  to  thesb  Ahicmu  btit 
done  acts,  which,  under  the  law,  are  equiraloit 
to  importation,  it  may  turn  out  that  all  ttm 
Africans  have  a  right  to  their  flvedom.  Mr.  T. 
said  that  he  did  not  know  this,  for  tbe  How 
had  denied  him  the  opportnnity  of  knowiif 
the  facts  of  this  cose,  fiom  any  ofBcisI  repctt 
containing  them.  In  on  act  passed  in  1806, 
said  Ifr.  T.,  it  is  expressly  provided,  thit  » 
person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (sod  for 
aught  I  know  the  proceedings  m  this  case  mij 
have  been  such  as  to  place  these  penona  ■ 
that  light,)  is  capable  of  holding  any  li^l  of 
ownership  over  a  negro  slave,  and  if  he  duO 
attempt  to  sell  such  fdave,  he  incuts  a  fbriidtiin 
of  (1,000  fM  each  offence.  Kr.  T.  repotd 
that  he  did  not  know  that  tbe  &cts  of  Ui«  eu 
would  bring  the  parties  within  tbe  proTitim  of 
this'  law,  and  it  was  because  he  did  not  kuw 
this  that  he  had  desired  to  have  all  tbe  hOt 
spread  out  before  tbe  House,  by  the  report  if 
le  of  its  own  committees. 
Ur.  DwiOHT  said  he  should  not  oppoie  du 
motion  for  recommitment;  but  there  were  aooi 
facts  in  the  case  which  stood  out  in  bold  reUs^ 
and  were,  of  themselves,  sufficient^  in  hisjnig- 
ment  to  recommend  this  bill  to  the  univaM 
favor  of  tbe  Bonse.  What,  asked  Mr,  D.,  "K 
the  policy  of  the  act  which  requires  a  bond  ix 
the  re-exportation  of  Africans  introduced  into 
this  country  t  It  was  to  prevent  oollusiTS  o^ 
tures.  It  was  to  prevent  the  success  of  tU 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  "rary  easy  mod) 
of  evading  the  law,  viz;  the  bringing  of  ifn- 
can  slaves  upon  this  coast,  and  their  cooseqiKnt 
introduction  by  a  pretended  capture.  In  ll>>i 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  African  pe^ 
had  been  captured  bv  a  South  Amemu 
privateer :  one  hundred  of  these  had  be«n  de- 
creed not  to  be  slaves;  bnt  thirty-nine  of  them 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  the  lonafidefKfs^ 
of  the  Spanish  claimant  The  decree  of  11h 
court,  however,  omitted  to  designate  <Fhieb 
persons  belong  to  the  hundred,  and  irhidito 
the  thirty-nine.  By  this  omission,  a  ne*  Mc 
was  created,  and  eight  years,  in  all,  had  iito- 
vened  before  the  question  was  finally  settled. 
The  humanity,  however,  of  tbe  Southern  gw- 
tlemen,  had  not  left  them  all  this  while  im- 
prisoned. They  bad  been  put  out  on  bealdi; 
plantations,  where  many  of  them  had  scqniK^ 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  iw 
child,  and  bad  formed  attachment  to  tbs  «<■>- 
try.    In  the  meauvhile,  the  ^aniili  on* 
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^>ean,  and  demanda  that  thej  should  be  sent 
o  Cnb^  where  thej  would  b«  consigned  to  a 
■ondage  Uofold  worse  than  anj  which  exists 
B  the  United  States.  The  petitioner  tii  this 
lase  (with  whom  Mr.  D.  was  personallr  ac- 
[oainted,  and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
ligheet  respect  and  r^ard)  had  been  employed 
m  eoansel  in  the  case,  and,  in  his  coarse  of 
ifflcial  dnties,  had  become  acqD(unt«d  with 
Iwae  aUves.  They  oame  to  hun  as  their  only 
Head,  and  implored,  with  tears,  that  they 
■right  not  be  sent  away.  To  the  honor  of  that 
Eentieman,  he  stated,  that  he  bad  interfered  in 
aelr  bebal^  and  bad  sacrificed,  or  at  least  put 
n  jeopardy,  a  part  of  his  own  private  fortune, 
riti  the  benerolont  pnrpose  of  relieving  them 
h>iD  their  distrees.  He  did  this  from  no  selfish 
riews.  He  was  not  a  planter.  He  owned  no 
^Antatiwt.  His  only  motive  bad  been  pnre 
ramanity ;  and  Mr.  D.  conolnded  with  press- 
ng  bis  earnest  hope  that  the  House  wotud,  In 
mne  manner,  interpose,  to  relieve  him  from 
ho  nnweleome  necesraty  nnder  whioh  he  now 
sbored,  of  re-exporting  those  whom  be  hod 
•h\M  nobly  saved, 

Vx.  ItsBOBB  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
Soase  might  receive  a  brief  report  of  the  facts 
o  this  cose.  The  Cdonization  Society,  aaid 
ICr.  IC.,  have  stated  to  ns  that  they  were  nn- 
ibU  to  comply  with  the  proposal  made  to 
Item,  DD  the  part  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  this  woold 
lot  appear  sarprising  when  he  stated  the  fact 
bat,  when  that  society,  in  September  last,  had 
idvertised  that  a  vessel  would  shortly  sail  for 
Liberia,  they  had  received,  within  the  course 
A  thirty  days,  nine  hundred  applications  for 
i  passage,  and  there  were,  at  this  time,  eighteen 
inndreo  persons  who  had  expressed  a  desire 
o  remove  to  Africa.  It  was  proper  he  should 
itate  that  these  applicants  consisted  entirely  of 
tee  negroes,  l£r.  U.,  however,  said  that  this 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  society  to  pay  the 
mm  required,  onght  not  to  be  suffered  to  inter- 
KMe  an  insnperable  bar  to  the  benevolent  pur- 
toae  for  which  they  bad  been  offered  to  the 
lociety  by  Mr.  Wilde.  He  hoped  the  report  of 
lie  committee  would  state  the  precise  sum 
vbich  bad  been  advanced  by  that  gentleman, 
D  his  porchose  of  those  people  m>m  their 
Jpsnisb  owners. 

Mr.  WioKUFTH,  professing  some  knowledge 
if  this  case,  arid  that  he  did  pot  desp^r  of  the 
rote  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yort,  (Mr. 
Taxu^b,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Fu6HT,)  when  the  facts  of  the  case  should  not 
M  misconceived.  There  was  one  idea,  which 
le  conndered,  of  itself,  sufGcient  to  ensnre 
Jieir  support.  Allowing  the  gentleman  from 
(Tew  ToK  to  be  correct  in  the  supposition, 
Jiot  the  cmdnot  of  tie  Spanish  claimants 
(honld  be  proved  to  have  been  such  as  gave 
ihese  Africans  a  right  to  their  liberty,  what 
remedy  wonld  be  given  by  this  House,  unless 
die  bond  should  be  cancelled  ?  Shall  we  leave 
theoe  free  persons  here,  in  a  land  of  freedom, 
yt  ihall  we  compel  the  peti&ner  to  re-export 


them  to  the  irons  of  the  West  Indies,  and  send 
them  into  perpetual  bondage!  Mr,  W.  de- 
clared, that  if  ne  could  believe  these  persona 
rightly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  should  be 
prepued  to  say,  not  only  that  they  might  re- 
main, but  that  they  should  not  be  sent  away, 

Mr.  OiLiiBS  said  he  had  risen  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  stating  some  of  the  facts  which  gentle- 
men had  inquired  for.  He  then  read  from  a 
schedule,  which  he  held  in  his  bond,  soma 
items,  from  which  it  t^pears,  that  the  total  of  ' 
law  expenses  and  salvage,  paid  by  the  Spanish 
cltumant,  bad  been  $ll,flS8.  The  probable 
value  of  the  slaves,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
market  price,  was  $11,700,  differing  but  a  few 
dollars  from  the  expense  incurrea  bat  Mr. 
Wilde,  llie  petitioner  before  the  Honee,  had 
paid  to  the  S[>anish  olumant  (1G,000,  to  re- 
linquish his  clums.  This  ho  bad  done,  as  was 
most  evident,  from  no  motives  of  interest,  for 
he  bonght  the  slaves  at  a  loss,  bat  because  their 
case  pressed  deeply  upon  his  own  sense  of  ha- 
manity.  He  hoped  that  it  would  be  some  aat- 
isfaation  to  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  (Mr, 
Mxnc&B,)  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satis- 
fled  a  part  of  bis  inquiry, 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  said,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  token  on  the  motion  to  recommit,  be^ 
perhaps,  owed  it  to  himself^  and  to  the  House, 
after  what  bad  been  aaid,  to  explain  more  full^ 
than  he  had  done,  his  views  of  the  case,  as  it 
appeared  to  him.  He  said,  ox  be  understood 
it,  in  the  year  1S19,  a  Venezuelian  privateer, 
clandestinely  armed  in  Baltimore,  manned 
mostly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
commanded  by  a  citizen,  soiled  on  a  omiss 
from  that  port.  Off  the  coast  of  Africa  she 
captured  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from 
which  25  Africans  were  taken.  She  also  cap- 
tured several  Portuguese  and  Spanish  vessels, 
from  all  which  Africans  were  taken,  and,  among 
othera,  the  Antelope,  owned  by  persons  in  the 
island  of  Cuba.  She  proceeded,  in  company 
witli  her  prize,  the  Antelope,  nntil  she  waa 
wrecked,  and  her  captain,  and  part  of  ber 
crew,  were  made  prisoners.  The  armament, 
and  the  residue  of  the  crew,  were  shifted  to 
the  Antelope,  which  was  afterwards  captured 
by  a  revenue  cntter  of  the  United  States,  hov- 
ering on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  brooght  into 
Savannnli  for  adjudication,  with  280  Africans. 
Tlie  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Georgia— claims  were  filed,  by 
the  captain  of  the  cutter,  for  bounty,  or  salvage 
— by  the  Consuls  of  Portugal  and  Spain  for, 
and  on  account  of  whatsoever  citizens  of  either 
country  were  interested— and  by  the  United 
States,  cldming  them  aa  forfeit  for  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  uie  Union,  and  those,  also,  taken 
from  the  American  vessel,  because  of  her  pirat- 
ical character.  The  Court  in  Georgia  decreed 
those  free  that  were  captured  from  the  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  others  nut  claimed  by  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spani^  consuls,  and  decreed  the 
rest  to  the  proper  owners  of  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  vessels  on  their  giving  bond  to  rv 
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move  them  bejond  the  limit  of  the  IJaited 
Bttttes.  These  AAricani  had  l>eeii  throvn  into 
Qie  common  maw,  manj  of  them  Lid  died,  and 
having  no  aatiBfaotorr  method  of  IdentifjiDg 
those  taken  fh>m  each  vesaei,  Uiey  were  desig- 
nated bj  lot.  It  so  appeared  in  the  decree, 
and  he  believed  the  whole  were  so  designated. 
From  this  decree,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  per- 
sons clsimed  b;  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
Oonsola,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Ooart  of  the  United  States.  On  hearing,  the 
Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decree  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Georgia,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the 
claims  by  the  Portagnese  Conmj,  and  affirmed 
the  decree  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  claim  of  the 
Bpanish  Oonsol.  The  court,  however,  did  not 
affirm  the  decree,  even  to  that  extent,  bj  the 
direct  action  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  but 
because  they  were  eqnaUj  divided  in  opbii 
on  the  question. 

Ur.  Bpbaottx  said,  that  this  biU  provided  for 
one  of  the  alternatives  in  thp  report  of  the  Col- 
onization Society,  hut  there  was  another  alter- 
native In  that  report  which  he  also  wished  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  consider.  The 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
Qb.  Tatlob)  had  raised  an  inquiry  of  great 
importance,  and  which  might  prove  of  some 
difficulty ;  at  all  eventa,  it  could  not  be  decided 
wiUiont  a  full  knowledge  of  facts.  The  obser- 
Tations,  too,  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Ur.  Ueboxb)  had  raised  an  inqnirj  which  was 
not  only  highly  important,  but  one  which  had 
excited  in  him  utter  astonishment.  It  suggest- 
ed the  possibility  that  the  liberty  of  thirty-niue 
F'BOna  had  in  this  cose  been  decided  by  lot. 
that  had  been  the  fact,  then  a  solemn  in- 
goiry  devolved  on  this  House,  whether,  by  the 
kwa  of  the  land,  the  liberty  of  any  human 
being  could  be  taken  away  hy  the  costing  of 
lota.  As  all  these  difficulties  would  press  upon 
the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alternative,  the 
Judiciar7  Committee  might  possibly  find  it  best 
to  devise  and  report  the  means  of  ejnbraciug 
the  other  alternative,  viz :  the  repaying  of  the 
■nm  advanced  for  these  Africans,  and  permit- 
ting them  to  be  sent,  by  the  society  back  to 
Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  (should 
the  bill  be  recommitted)  would  pay  special  at^ 
tention  to  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  society, 

Ifr.  GiuoB  said,  that  he  rose  to  present 
some  additional  information  on  this  subject. 
The  facts  of  this  case  were  not  such  as  some 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  District  Court  of  Geor^a  had  declared, 
in  their  decree,  tiiat  the  identity  of  these  thirty- 
nine  slaves  bos  been  sufficiently  ascertained. 
Ur.  O.  sud,  that  he  knew  of  no  such  thing  as 
A  lot  having  taken  plaoe  in  the  matter.  Ho 
then  quoted  the  decision  of  the  Court. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  about  to 
be  put,  when, 

Mr.  IfiHEa  moved  to  amend  the  iastrnctioos 
to  the  committee,  by  adding, 

"And  that    the    eald   oommittee   inqnln 


fi-ianu.  [JiKCAiT,  im, 

whether  it  would  comport  with  the  inttnA 
of  humanity,  the  principles  of  justice,  nd  llw 
honor  of  the  Government,  to  adopt  tffidoit 
measures  to  restore  the  Africans  tothtonn- 
try  and  home  from  which  they  have  bea 
cruelly  and  lllegallj  separated." 

Mr,  M.  in  offering  this  amendment,  obttrrei, 
that,  if  he  understood  the  matter  conwtlT,  tbt 
Africans  whose  case  was  involved  in  tht  W, 
had  been  captured  on  board  a  slave  tinp;  tb^ 


riave  traders,  tbej  bad  been  torn  from  llics 
home  and  conntrj,  and  chance  had  tbon 
them  upon  our  shores. 

Mr.  BiBTLETT  accept«d  the  amendmiit  ol 
Ur.  HrNKR  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Ifr.  GiuiER  said  he  would  ask  on  whit  ia- 
thority  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsnis  (Mr. 
Miher)  had  assumed  the  fact  that  th«ae  thvtf- 
niue  Africans  had  been  cruelly  and  illcgillr 
taken  from  their  own  country.  He  wonU  ^ 
further,  on  wlint  ground  it  was  assumed  tU 
this  Government  has  a  right  over  the  pritita 
property  of  one  of  its  citizens  f  And  tlaa,  btw 
this  House  was  going  to  alter  a  solemn  dcosn 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUMt 
That  court  has  decided  that  these  slaves  bdof 
to  a  foreign  claimant.  By  what  mode  cm 
Government  control,  or  in  any  way  affed  tlBl 
decision?  He  knew  of  none.  If  thecooilrf 
last  resort  has  fixed  the  right  of  pttmaty,  da 
Government  has  no  control  or  Jurisdictian  ii 
tiie  case.  These  two  difficulties  were  inieii  mi 
glaring.  He  could  not  but  think  that  tb) 
amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gwtls- 
man  from  New  Hampshire,  without  dne  wn- 
sideratlon.    These  persons,  for  anght  that  ^ 

Eared,  might  have  been  slavea  in  their  on 
id.  There  were  many  slaves  in  Africa,  bdd 
in  bondage  by  the  laws  of  that  country.  Tbi 
property  of  the  Spanish  claimant,  if  soy,  v* 
transferable,  and  might  be  aa  w^  held  br  > 
citizen  of  the  United  States  as  a  citiKD  <* 
Spain.  There  was  bnt  one  condition  tOtcM 
to  the  tenure,  viz :  the  re-exportation  of  Ibe 
slaves.  Gentlemen  were  greatly  mistsko,  U' 
they  supposed  that  it  was  not  aa  vahshk  m 
object  to  the  south,  as  it  could  be  to  the  nntb, 
that  African  slaves  should  not  be  imported  iuls 
this  oonntry. 

The  people  of  Georgia  had  a  deep  i"^  I* 
culiar  interest  that  no  such  importation  sbaw 
take  place ;  and  he  could  say  with  great  ln>l^ 
thst  there  were  no  persons  in  the  wortdwiw 
held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  deteststioft  K 
would  do  more  to  resist  it  in  every  pos»M> 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Georpo,  and  it*I 
alone,  who  were  to  say  whether  Uiey  coow* 
ed  that  these  Africans  should  remain  witl«* 
their  territory.  They,  said  Mr.  G^  are  »« 
only  sufferers,  and  if  Georgia  says  fi*!  "J 
remiun,  then  the  right  of  the  Spanish  dvnni 
(now  purchased  by  Mr.  Wilme)  is  perftet^  no* 
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ritbin  the  epecifled  period.  Out  of 
[lere  humsnitj,  this  gentlotnan  haa  eipcnded 
[tore  tihen  (11,000,  but  he  has  not  diveeted 
limself  of  his  right  to  hold  these  elaTes;  he 
annot  divest  himBelf  of  it,  nor  will  he  jietd  it  to 
Of  arbitrary  power  attempted  to  be  ezerciaed 
>Q  the  port  of  this  Govemment.  It  is  true,  he 
jfered  these  elares  to  the  Oolonization  Societj. 

0  that,  if  thej  would  pay  the  erpeuae  he  had 
oonrred,  the  slaves  should  be  placed  at  their 
liqKWBL  Thia  woa  his  own  free  act,  and  it 
lu  in  accMrdance  with  the  feelings  of  everj 
me — but,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  their 
emoval  conld  not,  in  this  manner,  be  efieot«d, 
ad  there  the  matter  ended.  Mr.  Wilde  has 
lerer  offered  these  alavea  to  tlie  United  States, 
■a  the  aame  terms,  or  on  any  terms ;  and,  if  he 
lad,  Ihe  Uoilcd  States  Government  has  no  au- 
boritj  to  expend  |n,CNX)  belon^ng  to  the 
wm\e  of  the  United  States  for  any  such  object. 

Mr.  Ri.Ni>ou>H. — I  now  say,  sir,  without  in- 
ending  tha  least  disrespect,  that  the  amend- 
aentt^the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur. 
Cuna,)  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
;«ntleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Ur.  Baat- 
XTT,)  affirms  as  a  fact,  what  the  petition,  and 
he  decree  of  the  Ooart  of  Georgia,  do  posi- 
ively  deny.  And  it  is  certainly  unbecoming 
if  this  House  to  say  to  one  of  iU  committees, 
a  a  fact,  that  which  all  the  evidence  before 
he  HoQse  proves  not  to  be  a  fact,  that  these 
MOple  had  been  taken  illegally.  The  reaolu- 
ion  in  its  present  form  affirms  that  these  staves 
tave  been  "  inhnnuLnly  and  illegally  "  taken 
rom  Africa.  They  may  have  been  taken  "  in- 
uunanly,"  bat  of  this  we  have  no  proof — but 
a  to  their  having  been  taken  iltegsUy  we  have 
he  most  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be- 
»aae  they  were  q(aimed  (and  the  ol^m  waa 
■tablished  by  the  tribunal  in  the  last  resort) 
ly  the  Spanish  and  Portngneae  owners,  the 
lovemment  of  both  of  whose  countries  legalize 
be  traffic  They  conld  not,  therefore,  have 
men  taken  contrary  to  law.  They  were  taken 
leoording  to  the  laws,  nsages,  and  costomg  of 
Uhca,  mi  of  the  nations  to  which  the  daim- 
inta  belong.  They  were  as  lawfully  taken,  prob- 
ibly,  as  any  slaves  who  were  brought  into  Sonth 
ilarolina  and  G«orgia  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Mutitation,  nnderthat  clause  of  the  constitntion 
vhich  permitted  the  traffic  iu  slaves  for  a  lim- 
ted  time.  The  taking  and  bringing  of  those 
»as  legal,  according  to  the  laws  of  America, 
ud  by  the  customs  of  Africa.  We  are,  there- 
'on,  asked  to  affirm  that  the  slaves  mentioned 
n  thU  petition  were  taken  "  illegally,"  when 
ill  the  proof  is  to  the  contrary. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
don  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  ab- 
itracL    That  man  has  a  hard  heart,  or  at  least 

1  narrow  understanding— yes.  and  a  narrow 
heart  too,  who  wonld  jostily  slavery  In  the  ob- 
ttncL  But  that  man,  althoagh  he  may  have  a 
heart  a*  capBdoos  as  tlie  AtJutio  Ooean  itself 
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. a  narrow  and  confined  intellect,  who  on? 

dertakes  to  make  himself  and  bis  country  th< 
judge  and  the  Bt«ndBrd  for  other  men  and  other 
oountries.  Sir,  this  very  principle  of  inter- 
ference with  the  conduct  of  other  nations  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  revolntionista 
of  France,  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  ob- 
jections taken  to  the  condact  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  at  Pilnitz.  We  have  no  right 
to  prescribe  bws  for  other  countries.  Godfor- 
Ur.  B.  sud,  that  he  shonld  ever  defend 
slavery,  or  ever  should,  in  any  case,  ruse  his 
voice  against  the  cause  of  liberty.  Though, 
said  he,  I  might  remind  the  House  that  slavery 
existed  a  long  time  ago.  The  mother  of  the 
Ishmaelitos  was  a  bond-woman ;  the  Greeks 
and  Boraans  abont  whom  we  hear  so  much 
were  slave  owners.  Sir  Thomas  More,  one  of 
the  wieest,  and  one  of  the  most  benevolent  of 
men,  conld  not  complete  his  Eutopian  Oom- 
monwealth  without  the  aid  of  slavery.  That 
it  has  existed,  does  exist-  that  it  is  an  evil,  no 
one  will  deny.  Bat  we  have  no  ri^bt,  on  that 
acconnt,  to  make  laws  for  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Ooart, 
to  whom  the  case  was  submittea,  Is  positive 
evidence  that  these  persons  were  not  illegaUy 
token,  and  conseqaently  were  not  illegally 
brought  into  the  United  States.  I  am  now 
bottoming  myself  upon  law — upon  sheer  Uw, 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  has  a  spirit  gone 
abroad— both  in  England  and  here — it  is  now 
raging  in  England,  perhaps,  as  much  as  ever 
fanaticism  raged  there  in  the  time  of  the  Oov- 
enant  of  the  Round  Heads — it  is  raging  here, 
and  I  wish  I  conld  say  that  it  does  not  exist 
even  in  Virginia.  It  is  the  spirit  of  neg- 
lecting our  own  affairs  for  the  pnrpose  of 
regnloting  the  affairs  of  onr  neighbors.  Sir, 
this  spirit  takes  the  plodder— yes,  the  plodder 
fi-om  the  field — to  become  a  plodder  in  the 
pnlpit.  It  has  taken  the  shoemaker  from  hia 
last — and,  what  is  worse  tbon  ail,  it  takes  the 
mother  from  the  fireside  and  from  her  children, 
into  a  sort  of  reli^ous  dissipation,  in  which 
the  Church  is  made  as  mncb  a  Theatre  as  tha 
Grand  Opera  at  Paris,  or  as  Drnry  Lane  or 
Oovent  Garden  in  London.  This  spirit  readers 
home  too  dnll  a  place,  and  renders  it  (if  I  dare  to 
nse  a  French  word  in  this  Honse,  or  a  Latin 
one,  without  the  certainty  of  being  misrepre- 
sented) the  very  seat  of  ehntti. 

Sometimes  our  homanity  is  up  for  the  Greeks 
— it  has  not  yet,  .so  far  as  I  know,  been  asked 
for  the  Trojans — it  may,  very  posribly,  be  some 
day  np  for  the  Trojans — and  we  are  called  to 
rejoice,  in  a  victory  of  the  three  first  powers  of 
Europe  over  a  handful  of  semi-barbarians,  in 
the  harbor  of  the  ancient  Fylos.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  waa 
a  stigma — a  stain — upon  the  naval  glory  of  all 
those  nations  concerned  in  it — 1  mean  of  those 
who  had  any  glory  to  lose.  Witii  immenao 
odds  in  their  favor,  they  attacked,  and  killed, 
and  murdered,  hand  to  hand,  as  brave  a  set  M 
men  >a  the  snn  ever  shone  upon.    And  wliat 
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ore  we  to  usifit  the  Qreelu  fort  To  build  op 
■  nest  of  piratw  in  the  jEgean  t  The  j  wore  bo 
of  old — yes,  sir,  of  old— long  before  the  time  of 
Ajax  and  Agamemnon — pir&tes  they  are — pi- 
rates thej  ever  have  been — and  pirataa  they 
ever  wlU  be.  Why,  sir,  oar  force  will  not  be 
able,  even  in  that  BmBll,  placid — that  halcyon 
sea,  I  might  call  it—to  protect  onr  own  com- 
merce from  their  row-boata  and  their  corsairs. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  knew  that  he 
Traa  numing  against  the  prejudices  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  OutL  philanthropy  which  was  so  much 
in  vogne.  But,  said  he,  what  was  I  sent  here 
for  bnt  to  oppose  thoae  prejadioes  whenever  it 
ia  practicable  ? 

[Here  the  Chair  interposed,  and  reminded 
Mr.  K.  that  the  discosaiou  onght  to  be  confined 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Babtutt,  which  was 
to  fltnke  oat  the  last  words  of  Mr.  Minxb's 
amendment  to  his  resolution.] 

Mr,  R,  resnmed.  If  I  am  out  of  order,  I 
submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Ohur — what  I 
Bud  was  only  intended  as  illustration,  in  refer- 
ttioe  to  the  part  of  the  amendment,  which  goes 
to  assume  that  the  slaves  were  illegally  taien, 
when  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of 
the  court  in  the  last  resort  to  the  contrary. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  will  put  a  case,  which  will 
fiirther  illnstrate  this  controversy.  Suppose 
that  the  British  Government,  instead  of  being 
anxious,  as  they  are,  to  vomit  forth  the  Laza- 
roni  of  Ireland — that  wretched  popnlatiou  who 
are  reduced  to  the  minimum  and  the  patimvm 
too,  of  hnman  existence — to  the  potato,  the 
whole  potato  and  nothing  but  the  potato — was 
dedrons  of  detaining  them  in  Ireland — would 
it  Iw  "  inhuman  "  in  the  captain  of  ao  Ameri- 
can vessel — it  certainly  would  be  "illegal,"  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  England — hut  woald  it 
be  "inhuman"  to  bring  a  number  of  that 
wretched  peasantry,  gronnd  down  to  the  last 
torn  of  the  screw  of  despotism,  so  that  one 
turn  more  must  rescue  them  entirety  from  it — 
the  human  family  coold  not  multiply  under  a 
father  more  of  weight^to  bring  a  number  of 
these  miserable  beings  to  this  conntry  I  &ir, 
I  will  not  say  how  much  humanity  and  religion 
I  have— I  will  say,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great 
man,  on  another  occasion,  "none  to  speak  of;  " 
butiit  would  be  humanity  to  bring  them  all 
here.  Yet,  as  regards  the  interest  of  my  coun- 
try— of  the  State  of  Virginia — I  would  bang 
uy  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it.  Yea 
sir,  I  would  make  it  death ; — for  it  would  be 
inflictjng  a  serious  evil. 

Sir,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to 
touch  not  only  the  legal  risht  now  under  con- 
sideration, hnt  the  legal  ri^t  to  every  slave  in 
the  country  previously  imported  :  for,  if  these 
thirty-nine  slaves  were  inhumanly  and  illegally 
token,  then,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the 

Ctlemen,  all  the  rest  which  were  brought 
I  this  country  from  Africa,  whilst  the 
ttitution  admitted  their  introduction,  wen 
IiumBiiIy  and  illegally  taken. 
I  y/\31  not  trespass  &Ttber  on  the  pati 


and  indulgenoe  of  the  Honse,  but,  as  a  aontb- 
em  man,  1  will  not  suffer  this  matter  to  go  any 
further,    without    making    a    solemn    protest 

Tinst  any  such  preference  as  this,  <m  the  part 
any  branch  of  this  Government,  going  to 
tonch  this  question,  or  affect  that  right  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  I  protest  against  it  as 
one  of  the  humblest  and  lowest  of  tbe  Yiivinia 
Belegation— and,  sir,  I  never  will  mt  «lent  hen 
as  long  as  any  thing  is  brought  before  the 
Honse,  which  touches  it  in  the  slightest  or  the 
remotest  degree. 

Mr.  Mims  begged  gentlemen  to  remembo'thst 
he  had  no  hand  m  bringing  this  subject  befbn 
the  House.  The  case  of  these  persons  wm 
brought  here  by  others.  In  ^>eaking  of  the 
slave  trade  as  illegal,  I  did  not  mtend  to  speak 
in  the  precise  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  em- 
barrass the  queation  with  legal  techuicalitica. 
The  honorable  gentleman  must  pardon  me,  bvt, 
because  Spain  and  Portngal  may  legalize  this 
traffic,  t  cannot  regard  it  aa  leg^  nor  consent 
to  speak  of  it  as  legal.  This  point  is  not  to  bs 
settled  for  us  by  8pwn  or  Portugal.  "We  ehouM 
regard  and  speak  of  it  as  statesmen,  and  the 
question  of  its  legality  should  be  determined 
by  the  higher  laws  of  God  and  homanitj, 
Iliose  are  the  laws  to  which  I  referred. 

Mr.  MiKXB  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  the  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Bur- 
lstt's  original  resolution,  viz.,  to  have  the  bill 
recommitted,  with  instmctiona  to  repc«t  to  the 
House  the  facta  of  the  case,  it  was  adapui 
without  a  diviuon. 

Com  tjfMaHgfty  D'Avttrive. 


Marigny  D'Anterive. 

Mr.  Dh&tton,  of  South  Carolina,  said  bs 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  YoA, 
(Hr.  Olark,)  who  1^  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, in  the  wish  he  expressed,  that  the  necea^ 
should  never  occur  of  diacusang  the  questioa 
now  before  the  committee.  But  the  neeeetity 
has  occurred,  s^d  Mr.  D.,  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  contributed  at  least  as 
mnch  towards  it  as  any  one  who  has  engsj^ 
in  the  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Basdolph)  requested  that  no  membw 
from  certain  parts  of  the  Union  would  conde- 
scend to  discuss  the  main  question  which  had 
been  rused.  With  the  most  nnfeigned  per- 
sonal respect  fbr  that  gaitleman,  I  s^Ul  rautw 
imitate  his  precept  than  his  example :  fw  aftor 
the  course  whicn  he  had  recommendeid,  in  a 
manner  the  most  solemn  and  impresrive,  be 
afterwards  entered  into  an  argument  whidi, 
perhaps,  exhausted  the  subject.  I  nndertake 
to  say  that,  if  it  should  ever  here  be  serioos^ 
discussed,  whether  the  master  baa  a  right  of 
property  in  his  slave,  that  no  members  wonld 
remain  in  this  Hall,  who  represent  the  petqJs 
of  the  States  in  which  slaves  are  posaesHd. 
Bights  which  are  secured  by  the  constitntioa 
must  endure  as  long  aa  Out  oonstitiilioii  mills 
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Is  it  not  on  article  of  the  oonBtitDtion  that  pri- 
Tat«  property  eJiall  not  be  taken  for  pnblio  n»e, 
witbcmt  oompensatien  ?  Is  it  not  another,  t^et 
the  eitizena  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens  of  thesev' 
eral  States!  Are  these  articles  respected,  If 
his  property  ie  ravished  from  the  aonthem 
owner,  and  applied  to  the  pnbKo  nse,  without 
remoneration  I  Is  he  alone  to  be  deprived  of 
that  which  is  enjoyed  bj  every  other  citizen! 
Are  these  infractions  of  legal,  and  moral,  and 
eoDstitntional  rights  to  be  even  justified  by  re- 
sorting  to  abstract  sabtleties  ^d  sophistioal 
refinements!  Let  roe  entreat  the  committee 
to  look  at  the  real  question  which  is  before  it. 
It  is  simply  whether  an  individnal,  whose  prop- 
erty has  oeen  impressed  into  the  public  eerviok 
is  to  be  pud  for  the  damages  he  has  sostained 
by  that  act.  Would  the  committee,  apprehend- 
ing clearly  this  qnestion,  ponder  for  a  moment 
as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  t  If  it  pauses, 
upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  not  property 
— 4f  it  pauses  to  investigate  and  decide  what 
OongresB  has  no  power  to  sit  In  jadgment 
'Bpon — the  pause  wonld  resemble  that  which 
preoedea  the  whirlwind  and  the  tempest:  it 
would  be  followed  by  the  rooking  of  the  fabric 
of  our  constitution  to  its  base,  and  its  prostra- 
tion in  the  dnst.  Sir,  when  I  listened  to  the 
seaUmcnts  which  were  expressed  by  some  who 
have  addressed  the  committee,  particularly  by 
die  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Clabe;) 
when  I  heard  them  utter  opimons  pregnant 
with  moh  baleful  consequences,  I  shuddered. 
When  I  heard  doctrines  advanced,  the  recogni- 
tion of  which  would  dissolve  the  bonds  of  our 
confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my  country.  It 
bM  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
States,  in  virtne  of  the  compromise  in  the  oon- 
stitntion,  by  which  slaves  were  represented, 
are  entitled,  in  every  military  emer^ncy,  to 
take  these  slaves  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out the  consent  or  remuneration  of  their  own- 
ers. Do  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  hold  their 
property  at  the  will  of  the  United  States!  Are 
tbeu"  daves  at  the  mercy  of  the  Qovemment ! 
Can  their  proprietorL  when  it  shall  please  this 
Government,  be  reduced  to  destitution  and 
bef^aryt  When  such  principles  are  promul- 
gated, will  our  oitisens  oalonlate  upon  the  value 
of  the  Union!  If  1  know  my  countrymen,  they 
would  sooner  perish ;  but  they  wonld  perish 
with  amis  in  their  hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
those  who  wonld  attempt  to  rivet  upon  them 
M>  degrading  a  vassalage.  Did  they  submit  to 
snoh  d^radation,  they  wonld  deserve  it :  they 
irould  ^  fitter  for  slavery  than  freedom.  And 
yet,  sir,  whilst  professing  doctrines  leading  to 
the  direst  issues,  to  the  subversion  of  the  con- 
federacy, to  bloodshed,  and  civil  war,  the  gentle- 
man QSi,  Olabr)  talked,  in  impassioned  terms, 
of  justice,  and  bianevolenoe,  and  religion.  Sa- 
cred m^uty  of  jnstioel  are  these  thy  dictates ! 
Fore  fonnttdn  of  benevolence!  do  these  pre- 
cepts flow  from  thy  sonroe  I  Is  this,  0  God 
of  Mercy  1  is  this  uie  religion  thou  enjoinest ! 


Though  somewhat  drawn  from  the  even  te'nrar 

of  the  discnsBion,  by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 
ings which  oonld  not  be  suppressed,  I  will, 
nevertheless,  now  endeavor  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion before  ns  calmly,  or  rather  Uiose  parts  of 
it  which  admit  of  argument.  As  several  gen- 
tlemen have  spoken,  to  whom  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  committee  I 
will  compress  the  substance  of  what  they  hava 
said  in  a  few  propositions,  and  trust  that  I  shall 
demonstrate  that  they  rest  upon  fonndationa 
which  are  utterly  untenable. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  as  connected  vith 
its  existence  in  the  Southern  States,  I  hoped 
never  to  have  uttered  a  syllable  in  this  House ; 
but,  afl  it  has  been  forced  upon  me,  and  as,  in 
its  discussion,  much  feeling  is  necessarily  min- 
gled, in  order  that  sentiments  may  not  be  aft- 
oribed  to  me  which  I  do  not  entertain,  I  will 
make  some  few  remarks  upon  the  subject. 
What  I  have  hitherto  said,  has  been  founded 
upon  right,  upon  strict  and  inalienable  ^i^^~• 
a  right  wluoh  belongs  to  my  oonatitnents  and 
to  myself  which  It  is  both  my  duty  and  my  in- 
clination to  defend  and  preserve  to  the  ntmoat 
of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  the  abstract,  I  con- 
demn and  abhor.  I  know  no  terms  too  stroUA 
to  express  my  reprobation  of  those  who  would 
introduce  it  into  a  nation.  I  know  no  languaga 
of  crimination  too  unqualified  to  be  applied  to 
those  who  are  engaged  In  the  African  slave 
trade.  An  African  alave  ship  is  a  spectacle 
from  which  all  men  would  recoil  with  horror, 
unless  the  vilest  Inst  of  lucre  had  steeled  their 
hearts  agdnst  every  feeling  of  humanity.  Bat 
when  we  live  in  States  in  which  slavery  existed 
before  we  did,  where  it  has  grown  witb  our 
growth,  and  strengthened  with  onr  strength,  it 
baa  I>ecome  so  inseparable  from,  and  inter- 
woven with,  our  condition,  as  to  be  irremedia- 
ble— or,  if  remediable,  can  only  he  so  by  tho 
slow  process  of  time.  Our  consolation  ie  that 
we  did  not' originate  it;  when  a  colony,  wo 
struggled  Hg^st  it ;  we  foimd  it  at  our  births ; 
it  was  a  part  of  our  inheritance — from  whieh- 
we  can  no  more  deliver  ourselves,  than  we  can 
from  the  nuasma  cX  onr  swamps,  or  the  raya 
of  onr  bnmins  sun.  However  ameliorated  by 
compassion — however  corrected  by  religion-— 
still  slavery  is  a  bitter  draught,  and  the  halloa 
which  contains  the  nauseous  potion  is,  perb^i^ 
more  frequently  pressed  by  the  lips  of  the  mas- 
ter than  of  the  slave.  All  we  oan  do,  is,  tvt 
onr  safety,  to  retain  the  slaves  in  a  due  state  of 
subordination,  and,  for  their  sakes,  and  for  tha 
sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with  all  the 
consideration  and  mildness  which  their  condi- 
tion permits.  But,  whatever  we  do,  must  ba 
the  work  of  ourselves.  To  underBtand  how 
slaves  ought  to  be  treated,  we  must  be  among 
them — must  be  acquainted  with  their  mindi^ 


rules  for  their  government,  as  could  be  an  ig- 
norant empiric  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  a  dis- 
ease which  he  knew  only  by  name.    We  not 
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onlj  are  alone  c^wble  of  devising  the  beet 
praotioAble  mode  to  be  observed  towards  our 
Blavea,  but  we  will  mffer  none  others  to  med- 
dle with  them.  Slaver;  ia  a  oiimicipal  institu- 
tioD,  as  nDoonnected  with  an;  control  of  the 
United  State*,  as  onr  corporations,  onr  coUegea, 
or  our  pnblio  charities.  We  would  as  soon  per- 
mit others  to  invade  the  sanotnarj  of  our  dwell- 
ings as  to  tonch  it  We  woold  as  soon  permit 
Oongrew  to  dictate  to  ns  in  ooi  domestio  cod- 
oema, — in  our  social  intercourse — to  preecribe 
to  DB  a  B^tera  of  religion,  or  a  code  of  morals. 
We  ahoold  reaeive  anj  estrioaio  interpoaiUon  aa 
u  i^jiuy,  and  resent  it  as  an  insnlt.  Muoh  as 
we  value  this  Union,  we  would  rather  sm  it 
dissolved  than  jield  to  snch  a  violation  of  onr 
ri^ta.  Mnoh  as  we  love  onr  oonntry,  we 
wonld  rather  see  oar  cities  in  flames,  our 
pluna  drenched  in  blood — rather  endare  alt  the 
ealamitiea  of  civil  war,  than  parlej  for  an  iiu 
npoa  the  tight  of  an;  power  than  onr  own  to 
interfere  with  Hie  reffolatioD  of  our  slaves. 
[Here  the  debate  cloeed  for  to-dsj,] 

Fbidat,  Janoar;  11. 
Cote  nf  Marignji  VAvUrive, 

The  Hoase  went  Into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ifarign; 
D'Anterive,  the  qnestion  being  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  b;  Ur.  Livinoston. 

Mr.  BimmB,  of  New  York,  aaid :  It  is  im- 
possible for  an;  individual,  coming  from  m; 
part  of  the  oonntr;,  to  bear  dispassionatel;  and 
oooll;,  the  langaage  which  has  been  used  b; 
the  gentlemen  of  tite  Boath.  Ve  have,  ail  of 
oij  certain  habits  of  thonght,  certain  feeltnga 
and  associations,  inseparable  Rom  onr  natnre, 
which  edncation  renders  indelible,  and  which 
shonld  be  mntnall;  respected.  We  ought  to 
nmember  that,  so  fallible  is  hnman  reason,  and 
•omnoh  under  tjie  dominion  of  tbe  circamstanoes 
which  enrroond  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own 
duraoter,  that  the  same  exact  qaantom  of  rea- 
■OD,  as  it  exists  north  or  sooth  of  the  Potomac, 
exereised  upon  oertun  sobjeota,  nia;  perform 
predael;  converve  operations ;  and  it  therefore 
becomes  ns,  when  disonMtng  an;  topic  which 
tiiaa  alter*  the  character  of  onr  rational  nature, 
to  practise  a  lesson  of  mutoal  toleration,  of  mn- 
ttial  forbesranoe.  When  onr  Southern  brethren, 
tlierefore,  giving  utterance  to  tlie  unbiassed 
dlotat«s  of  their  own  jodgment,  on  this  irritat- 
ing qaestioii,_ forbid  us  to  tooch  or  approach  it; 
when,  in  their  language  of  strong  and  indignant 
feeling,  the;  warn  us  against  the  hazard  of  in- 
curring the  last  and  worst  of  political  evils — 
tiie;  forcet  this  pecnliarit;  of  our  relative  posi- 
tion. The;  do  more,  Mr.  Chainnsn ;  for,  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusion  that  this  House  has  no 
power  to  decide  whether  a  slave  be  propert; 
d;  vktae  of  their  own  natural  reason,  and  in- 
blbitiSg  OS  from  even  an  approach  to  that  qnea- 
tion,  the;  claim  the  uucontrolled  exercise  of 
reason,  and  the  expresaion  of  opiidou,  which 
tlu>;  refose  to  US. 


There  are  two  great  diriuona  of  propert;, 
in  respect  to  their  nstDres,  that  are  separated 
ftom  each  other  b;  a  line  as  clear,  and  marked, 
OS  light  and  HartnMa,  The;  are — that  pn^ 
ert;  which  has  no  rational  will  and  that  which 
has.  Both  have  been  the  subjects  of  owner- 
ship from  the  earliest  ages,  and  the  right  of  ex- 
clusive ownership  over  ooth,  is  of  an  origin  co- 
eval with  the  histoiy  of  the  world,  ifio  na- 
ture, however,  of  this  exclnsiTe  ri^t  is  diflfer- 
ent,  vsstl;  different,  in  each ;  and  tiie  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  nature  of  the  sabjecL 
No  man  who  has  the  slightest  Simmering  of 
reason  can  confonnd  them.  No  legidative  bod; 
ever  has  confounded  them.  Tba  confiuKn, 
whenever  it  arises,  has  Its  root  in  pasdon,  pre- 
judice, or  ignorance.  Our  natural  foeding  in 
tbis,  as  in  man;  other  matters,  overmaMlkea  all 
the  sophistries  of  resstm.  For  what  maa  can 
view  the  death  of  bis  ox  and  bJs  slave,  with 
equal  indifference  t  If  such  a  man  there  ha 
that  man  is  not  to  be  found  north  or  south  of 
the  Potomac  We  exercise  over  the  one  sal>}ect 
(however  unoontroUable  our  political  ri^t  and 
power  ma;  be)  aa  accountable,  a  reqKmaibl^ 
a  moral  agenc; ;  If  not  reepcuisible  here,  A 
least  beresfter.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  intended  to  Uend 
these  two  subjects  together  in  this  their  pro- 
vision f  Let  me  ask,  if  both  bad  been  in- 
tended, would  not  each  have  been  as  distinct]; 
pointed  out  b;  words,  as  the;  are  different 
m  their  natures)  Let  ma  ask  again,  what  is 
this  ri^bt  of  propert;  which  the  master  has 
over  his  slave!  What  but  a  right  to  his 
services,  the  right  to  bis  bodil;  and  mtellectoal 
labor,  either  for  life  or  for  ;ears,  accompanied 
b;  the  duties  of  protection  and  sustenance  I 
If  for  either  life  or  vaare,  what  difference  can 
tbe  ^ntleman  from  Louisiana,  tbe  first  civilian 
of  his  countr;,  among  tbe  first  jurists  of  an;, 
point  out  between  the  servitude  of  tbe  slavv, 
and  that  of  a  minor  b;  the  civil  law,  at  an 
apprentice  b;  our  common  taw  ^stem)  For 
the  purposes  of  Ibis  argument,  the  legal  dntica 
of  protoction  are  tbe  same  in  each,  and  llie 
iegiu  right  to  the  services  is  tlie  same.  I 
know  well,  that  there  is  an  important  dif- 
ference in  their  req>ective  oonditioos ;  but  th™ 
is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  preaont  di»- 

I,  for  one  at  least,  am  ftee  to  aokikowledgt^ 
bat  I  religioust;  believe,  that,  goarantoed  m 
the  claimants  and  possenors  oi  Uieeo  righta 
are,  b;  prescriptive  right  and  hv  cMittitoticsial 
compact,  the;  can  expect  nouiing— tliey  can 
hope  nothing — the;  must  lose  ever;  thtt^ 
if  we  attempt,  b;  direction  or  indirectioD,  to 
make  or  meddle  with  this  eul^ect  of  their 
eiclouve  Jurisdiction.  This  u  a  tt^ic  upon 
which  we  of  the  one  side,  ma;  spoculate 
cooll; ;  because  one  common  oonsequenoe  of 
evil  to  North  and  South  is  remote ;  Uie  other, 
peculiar  to  the  Bonth,  is  present,  preasiog,  and 
fearful.  It  is  an  evil  of  which  the  oonstiti  " 
has  made  them  theool7Jndgei^aab]rit■Ill 
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hey  ought  to  be — the  only  persons  empowered 
oia  etffnpeteilt  to  alter,  to  sonen,  or  to  eradicate. 
rbey  well  know  that  aoj  eiperiraeatal  tamper- 
ag  on  oar  p&rt,  must  be  made  at  their  sole  risk, 
lost,  and  soSerin^.  la  it  strange,  then,  that, 
vita  the  pledged  fiuth  of  the  natioa,  and  the 
rrescriptive  right  of  agee  for  the  gaaraateea  of 


There  U  the  other  oomiDOD  danger  to 
wth,  arinng  oat  of  it,  and  its  necessary  ooa- 
eqnenoe,  to  which  I  have  diaUnotly  alluded. 
[lie  disaolntion  of  this  Union  is  an  event  which 
lo  American  dtizen  oao  oontemplate  withoat 
he  moat  intense  feelings  for  tlie  national 
Dterest  and  national  glory.  I  need  only  allude 
o  it.  Other  oaoBes  may  hereafter  endanger 
ir  destroy  this  family  of  free  repabUoa,  hut 
his  ia  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fear- 
oL  llr.  B.  then  ioEiated  warmly,  and  at 
ength,  apon  the  injarioas  effect  produced  on 
■ublia  sentiment,  and  the  patriotic  sympathies 
if  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-jadged  and 
U-timed  appe^  to  certain  feelings,  and  those 
oenaces  of  direfal  conseqnences ;  in  their 
traper  time  and  place  snaceptible  of  prodnoing 
Kiwerfol  impressions  and  probably  salatary 
iffeota ;  bat  if  used  on  any  other  occasion,  only 
rearing  oat  and  frittering  their  own  power 
md  wei^t.  He  then  proceeded.  Let  me, 
hen,  entreat  the  gentlemen  from  the  Soath  to 
brbear  pressing  t£e  disoaBsion  of  thia  question 
ipoD  every  idle  occasion.  Let  not  the  brain- 
tck  theories  of  apeonlatlve  men,  in  this  Bonse, 
tr  oat  of  it,  provoke  them  to  it  Let  them  not 
itart  np,  on  every  inconsiderate  resolution 
rhich  may  appear  to  involve  it,  to  protest 
i^Qst  its  hoBg  considered,  thought  of, 
wproached,  or  toacbed.  Let  tiiera  rest  upon 
heir  title  to  the  subject  as  property.  It  is 
'oonded  npon  the  same  prescriptive  right,  upon 
he  same  pledge  of  national  faith,  with  our 
>wn.  Bo  the  gentlemen  if  the  Sonth  suppose 
hat.  we  can  sanction  an  attack  upon  tneir 
■ights,  which  must,  in  its  prhioipte,  endanger 
lor  own?  If  we  respect  not  toe  rights  of 
>roperty,  as  secnre  to  them,  do  we  not  know 
hat  the  time  will  come  when  others  will  cease 
»  regard  or  respect  our  parchments  and  muni- 
nents  {  But  they  have  a  stronger  bold  npon 
u  than  even  this.  We  cannot  forget  the  blood 
hat  was  prodigally  ihed  by  tlte  gallantry  of 
2ie  Booth  in  securing  that  indep^idence  which 
lie  united  wisdom  of  all  has  establisbed  upon 
ts  present  basis.  We  remember  who  it  was 
'rota  the  ^nutli  that  led  us  to  conquest  and  to 
;lory.  Let  them  trust  something  to  our  gen- 
iroos  feelings — something  to  the  tie  that  binds 
u  together.  Let  them  wait  until  the  evil  ia 
■eal,  and  not  distant,  contingent,  imaginary. 
When  some  bold  bad  man,  for  mean  and  selfish 
purposes,  shall  attempt  to  make  this  contest 
iie  ladder  of  hia  ambition,  whether  upon 
iDsound  notions  of  p<dilical  expediency,  or  the 
iretenoes  of  impracticable  twDevolence,  they 
will  then  £nd  that  the  Kortfa  will  be  trae  (I 
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speak  the  language  of  exprienoe)  to  them,  true 
to  itseif,  true  to  Uie  Union.  The  gallant  spirits 
from  Sonth  Carolina  may  then  pour  forth,  in 
the  strong  language  of  passionate  eloquence, 
those  truths,  the  Ibrce  of  which  the  coolest 
men  will  acknowledge,  and  the  dullest  will  fe^ 
Let.  tbe  genUeman  from  Virginia  then  raise  his 
clear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voice,  let  him  pat 
forth  his  great  energies  upon  a  subject  worthy 
of  them — he  will  And  a  respondent  feeling  in 
tbe  North.  He  will  then  discover,  when  the 
danger  is  real,  iJiiit  the  sympathy  is  common. 
Hen  of  all  classes  and  all  descriptions  will 
answer  to  his  call.  Tbe  danger  of  this  Union 
will  then  become  a  natural  ol^ect  of  religioaa 
dread  and  reverence  to  both  North  and  South. 
Embracing,  as  it  does,  recollections  and  events, 
which  have  both  instmcted,  astonished,  and 
appalled  the  European  world,  we  will  stamp 
with  infimiy  the  man,  or  oombinalion  of  men, 
who  attempts  to  hazsird  it  by  an  attack  apoa 
this,  one  of  its  \itat  printunles. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentiemaa 
from  Louiuana  goes  to  indemnify  the  master 
of  a  slave  impressed  into  the  public  service,  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and  wonnded  by 
the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  pablic  service,  for 
the  deterioration  in  his  value  oansed  by  the 
wound  llms  received. 

This  amendment  ia  rented  by  the  gentiemen 
who  have  argaed  in  opposition  to  its  adoption, 
□pon  various  grounds.  It  is  resisted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  WHrrrLssBT,)  upon 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  as  illustrated 
by  various  precedents  recognizing  the  principle 
that  slaves  are  not  put  on  the  foutitig  of  prop- 
erty, and  paid  for  when  loet  to  the  owner,  in  the 
pabjjc  service.  By  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Clwms, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  the  right  of  tbe  Gk>T- 
emment,  when  threatened  with  destruction,  to 
use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  national  defence 
and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to  be  called 
on  for  indemniQcation.  By  another  genUeman 
&om  New  York  (Mr.  Btobbs)  npon  the  gronnd, 
that  tbe  ri^ht  of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  a 
right  to  his  servicee  under  all  circumitancea 
wliataoerer,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  unqualified 
control  and  oustody  of  his  person ;  so  that  it 
cannot  be  taken  mmi  him  for  pnrpoeea  of 
service,  nor  bis  actions  regulated  by  an^  power 
but  his  own,  save  when  the  Btate  lays  its  hand 
upon  him  for  tbe  punishment  of  crime,  and  the 
preservation  of  public  peace.  By  all  these 
gentlemen  upon  the  analogy  between  mastor  and 
servant,  and  master  and  apprentice.  The  ohum 
ia  farther  resisted  upon  the  ground  of  pollticd 
inexpediency. 

The  genUeman  from  Ohio  has,  for  a  long  time, 
been  a  distinguished  and  laborious  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims.  He  knows  full  wel! 
the  great  weight  which  the  decisions  of  pre- 
ceding committees,  and  the  opinions  of  en- 
lightened atstesmen,  have  on  the  judgment  of 
those  called  to  act  opon  anal<wous  queslionB. 
He  has,  therefore^  with  great  WnJtrjr,  vaOai 
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ftom  the  Jonmala  of  this  Honse,  reports  of 
Tarions  eommiUees  on  qnestionB  of  the  like 
character  with  the  one  under  diecaBsion — eetab- 
Uahing,  as  he  argues,  the  correctDMa  of  the 
porition  whioh  he  has  BBsnined  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment ;  and  from  which  he  argnea 
that  the  practice  of  the  Govenunent  has  been 
to  withhold  indemnitf  for  alavee  itjjnred  when 
called  into  the  pablio  service,  as  D'Anterive's 
■lave  was.  With  great  deference  to  the  Ju^- 
ment  of  that  gentleman,  the  reports  referred  to 
reoogmze  no  aaoh  prinoiple.  The  principle 
recognized  in  the«e  cases  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, is,  that,  when  a  slave  is  volontarily 
earned  into  the  militarf  service  of  the  country, 
b;  his  master,  beiog  an  officer,  and  snbstitntea 
hj  the  assent  of  the  officer  commanding,  for  the 
aervant  which  the  Govemmeat  was  bound  to 
provide  the  master  with,  that  then  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  bonnd  to  indemnify  the  maat«r  for 
injnry  snstaiiied  bj  the  servant  while  thne  em- 
ployed. The  cases  referred  to,  are  cases  of 
anbstitntion  b;  agreement.  The  first  case  is 
the  report  of  Uontgomery,  who  was  a  lien- 
tanant,  who  carried  with  him  his  servant  aa  a 
waiter,  who  was  killed.  The  committee  in  that 
report,  saj,  if  the  Qovemment  shonld  be  com- 
pdled  to  pay  for  the  negro,  they  would  stand 
as  the  warranter  of  the  valae,  instead  of  mak- 
ing  a  reasonable  allowance  for  him  as  a 
watt«r — placing  the  resistance  to  his  applica- 
tion for  relief  upon  the  spirit  of  the  implied 
agreement,  which  was  not  one  of  warranty  bnt 
01  compensation. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  recog- 
nized in  this  first  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  relief  for  slaves  iiynred  in  the  pnblic 
aervioe,  the  clums  of  Lawrence,  Evans,  and 
6baw,  were  r^ectod,  inasmaeh  as  oil  of  those 
daimfl  were  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their 
Mlavea,  who  were  subatitnted  in  the  place  of  the 
waiters  which  the  Government,  by  its  army 
regnlations,  had  itself  promised  to  these  officers, 
to  be  taken  from  the  ranks.  The  application 
now  made  for  compensation  comes  not  within 
tbe  mle  of  anbstitntion,  for  it  ia  a  case  of  im- 
preMment,  where  the  Government,  bound  with 
th«  obligation  of  the  general  defence,  omitted 
to  provide  the  means  essential  to  protect  the 
conntry  against  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  im- 
premes  or  tak^  withont  the  consent  of  the 
citizen,  his  slave,  and  employs  him  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

The  nest  report  referred  to  by  the  ohairman, 
is  the  case  of  Pnrkill,  who  was  impressed  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and,  when  the 
men  were  called  to  man  the  lines  on  the  8th  of 


snmption,  of  which  he  died.  The  committee 
that  reported  on  this  case,  were  of  opinion 
tJiat,  aa  it  was  a  case  of  conseqnentlal  injury, 
the  Government  was  not  bound  to  indemnify 
the  owner ;  and  when  the  committee  report 
adverse  to  this  claim,  becanse  the  injury  was 
OOQteqnential,  it  does  appear  to  me,  Mr,  Ohaii^ 


man,  that,  if  the  injury  had  been  diract  nl 
immediate,  in  oonseanence  of  a  wonnd  reorind 
in  battle,  they  wonla  have  reported  in  brra  of 
Pnrkill's  claim.  Indeed,  it  does  appear,  fraa 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  committee^  ^ 
they  admit  the  liabilitf  of  the  Govermnent  (n 
indemnity  for  immediate  and  direct  mjur;,  bat 
not  for  remote  or  oonseqnential  iqJDry,  ii,m 
their  opiniim,  the  Government  was  eionpt 
from  the  obligation  of  indemnitj  for  injuria 
done  to  slaves  while  impressed  in  the  patjlie 
service,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  dtstindim 
assnm^  by  tike  committee  between  direct  nd 
consequential  iiynry,  npon  which  this  r^iort 
reposes.  Thns,  sir,  it  does  appear  that  iiat  ia 
the  first  case  in  whioh  this  Honse  has  bea 
called  on  to  decide  if  there  be  any  cMm  on  tlit 
justice  of  this  nation  to  indemnify  a  masttt  for 
an  immediate  and  direct  injury,  rcenltingfrOB 
a  wound  received  from  the  enemy  by  his  ilan^ 
while  impressed  into  fte  pnblic  service.  Tift 
whole  power  of  precedent  is  thus  removed. 
There  is  no  practice  of  this  House ;  no  piDd- 
pie  remwnized  by  the  treaty-making  ^owa; 
no  act  of  the  General  Government,  whidi  » 
jects  this  ciMm. 

Let  ns  then  see  how  it  standi  on  princi{d«. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  says,  Ijist  tbt 
constitution,  for  certain  purposes,  regards  iIstn 
as  persons,  and  for  a  very  important  pnipoM; 
It  gives  to  their  masters,  in  their  right,  a  p»- 
tion  of  onr  national  repreaentation,  and  tbt 
eqnivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  thii 
floor,  is  the  right  of  this  nation  to  call  tboM 
slaves  to  the  general  defence,  in  times  ol  gn«t 
national  emergency,  and  that,  too,  withoat  ia- 
onrring  any  responailnlity  on  the  part  of  tbt 
Grovemment,  to  indemnify  their  masters,  fx 
their  loss  in  battle.  It  ia  a  mbject  of  eongnt- 
ulation,  sir,  that  no  other  gentleman,  in  deiilt, 
has  relied  upon  this  constitnttonal  doctrine,  ii 
resistance  to  tJie  proposed  amendment.  WJwa- 
ever  this  House  shall  recognize  in  the  Nitimul 
Government,  the  right  claimed  for  it  by  ti» 
gentleman  fW>m  New  Tork,  it  will  carry  aUni 
and  dismay  throogh  the  sontbem  seotioot  i' 
this  Repablic.  If  this  nation  is  vested  viA 
this  implied  power  of  taking  this  spedes  rf 
private  property,  upon  any  gre^  politieal  eri- 
genoy,  for  the  common  defence,  without  ask- 
ing just  compensation  to  the  owner,  the  eitun 
has  no  oonstitntional  security  for  the  aeqii"' 
tiona  of  hia  labor ;  and,  if  this  distinctim  >i 
recognized  by  this  Honse,  between  slaves  iid 
other  kinds  of  property,  It  will  engender  in  tlis 
minds  of  onr  people,  Jealousies  and>  diftnsl. 
They  will  be  led  to  believe,  that  that  specinii 
private  property  whioh  is  moat  common  in  li' 
South,  will  be  placed  within  the  grasp  <rf  tin 
national  arm,  withont  jnstcorapenaalion  to  ft* 
owners;  while  the  property  and  thewesltbcf 
the  non-alaveholding  States  is  shielded  sgainrt 
its  power  by  the  restrictions  imposed  bj  !*• 
OonstitutioD  in  protection  of  private  proMrty. 
A  reception  of  snch  a  distinctiMi  mil  |i* 
highly  mvidiona,  and  oanse  moeh  jut  ffiMtJ** 
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ftatdon,  Bnt  this  branch  of  the  prerogati^ 
dumed  for  the  Federal  GorernmeDt  by  the 
gentlemaa  from  New  York,  alanuiDg  bh  it  may 
be,  U  nothing,  irbon  contrasted  with  the  t«r- 
rifiepover,  which  he  also  aays  waa  yielded  np 
bj  the  Bonthem  States,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
eonstitntion,  as  the  equivalent  for  an  increased 
represcDtation  on  this  Soor.  This  power,  he 
Kji,  thus  yielded  to  the  General  Qovernmant, 
wu  the  power  to  embody  oar  staves,  to  dis- 
cipline, to  arm  them — in  fine,  the  power  to 
place  the  lives  of  the  master  in  the  handa  of 
the  slave  [  It  cannot  be  that  the  Bonth  ever 
oomented  to  yield  such  a  prerogative  to  the 
ITational  Government.  The  magnitude  of  the 
grant  is  of  too  appalling  and  terriSo  a  charac- 
ter for  this  Honse,  for  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Tork,  opon  deli1>eradoD,  to  believe,  that  the 
eompromising  temper  of  the  constitntioD,  in 
relation  to  representation,  erentnated  in  arm- 
ing the  National  Qo-vemment  with  ench  an  nn~ 
restricted  control  over  this  species  of  property, 
whiafa,  aooording  to  the  gentleman's  views,  not 
only  may  he  taken  without  oqnivalent,  bnt 
which,  when  taken,  may  be  so  used  as  to  pro- 
dnce  the  moat  horrible  resolta  I 

I  forbear  pressing  any  farther  this  aspect  of 
his  position.  My  ocijeot  is  not  to  prodnce  ez- 
cdtunent. 

Hr.  LimrosToir,  of  Louisiana,  had  not  the 
least  idea  that  such  a  spirit  conld  have  been 
excited  as  had  been  manifested  in  the  House ; 
and,  so  far  ttora  having  deserved  the  reproach 
of  nnneceasarily  stirring  an  important  and  deii- 
oate  qneation,  the  amendment  he  had  proposed 
oonld  not,  as  he  thought,  hnrt  any  honest  pre- 
judice, or  give  the  slightest  shock  to  the  most 
aensltive  mind;  on  the  contrary,  in  itself^  it 
involved  nothing  bnt  a  qnwtion  of  plain  obvi- 
<ma  justice.  He  had,  however,  with  deep  re- 
gret, perceived,  that  it  bad  been  made  the  oo- 
camon  of  introdncing  the  most  dangerous  and 
deatroctive  doctrine;  and,  having  no  desire  to 
prolong  or  to  increase  the  excitement  growing 
ODt  of  this  debate,  it  was  his  intention,  before 
be  raanmed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
meDt  he  had  offered.  Jostioe  to  himself  how- 
aver,  required  that  he  should  state  his  reasons 
for  so  doing. 

It  had  l>«en  aaid  that  the  exdt^aent  had 
baon  nnneoesaarily  raised  by  tboae  who  had  in- 
trodnoed  and  supported  the  amendment,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Cldms  which  in  any  wise  called 
fbr  iL  It  was  on  this  point  alone  that  Mr.  L. 
Btid  be  wished  to  be  beard.  Oentlemen  have 
said,  "  Yon  have,  withont  reason,  raised  a  com- 
motion, which  the  subject  did  not  call  for ; 
7X>a  have  grown  warm,  and  have  insisted  that 
this  ia  a  most  serions  qnestion,  bnt,  if  it  is  a 
serioDB  qnestion  on  yonr  side,  it  is  no  less  so  on 
ours."  This  waa  what  he  wished  to  examine. 
Ha  held  that,  while  the  principle  involved  in 
the  amendment  was  a  most  serions  one,  indeed, 
to  the  slaveholding  States,  it  was  absolntely 
notiuDg  to  those  States  where  alavea  were  not 
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to  be  fonnd;  and  so  certiun  was  he,  that  it 
would  be  so  considered,  that  he  wonld  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  William  Vilher- 
force,  or  to  the  Apostle  of  Abolition,  Caleb 
Xjowndes  himself.  Gentlemen  from  the  North- 
em  States  might,  with  some  reason,  have  had 
their  feelings  of  humanity  roused,  hod  it  been 
proposed  either  to  increase  the  nmnber  of  per- 
sons in  slavery,  or  in  any  manner  to  a^ravate 
the  hardships  of  their  condition.  So  far  aa 
this,  he  ftally  entered  into  their  feelings,  he 
agreed,  and  he  felt  with  them.  But  \riiat  ia 
the  case  here  ?  A  man  has  had  his  slave  in- 
jured, while  taken  by  force  to  labor  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  facts  are  settled,  aaA  the 
amount  of  damages  asoertcuned.  The  only 
question  is,  shall  we  pay  the  demand  }  Now, 
air,  asked  Mr.  L..  how  are  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity involved  in  auch  a  (question  (  Will  the 
miaeries  of  slavery  be  any  lighter  if  we  do  not 
pay  it,  than  if  we  do  f  Will  the  number  irf 
persons  in  alavery  he  increased  by  our  paying, 
or  diminished  by  onr  refbnngf  What  good 
feeliiw  will  be  gratifled  by  ow  refbsal  1  None 
that  r  oan  conceive  of.  Sir,  is  this  a  ^r  view 
of  the  case,  or  is  it  not  ?  Be  the  prejndioes  of 
gentlemen  ever  so  inveterate,  even  prejndice 
itself  cannot  be  Injured,  by  doing  an  act  <d! 
manifest  jnatice.  And  gentlemen  must  pardon 
me  for  saying,  because  I  state  what  is  the  fact, 
that  I  have  not  heard  so  mnch  as  the  ^adow 
of  a  reason  for  rehsing  the  payment, 

Onr  slaves  have  never  be^  employed  as  aol- 
diers — never  have  been  impressed  aa  snch — our 
fi>eB  are  to  be  repelled  non  tali  arailio,  nee  d&- 
ftnwriJiM  itHt.  To  defend  our  conntry  is  too 
honorable  an  employment  to  be  trusted  to,  or 
divided  with  alavea.  We  claim  that  function 
for  ourselves.  The  same  gentleman  asks,  Bhall 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  because  he  has 
epanlettes  on  his  ahonldera,  and  a  sword  by  hia 
side,  be  permitted  to  take  the  stare  teoia  hia 
master,  and  shall  we  indemuiAr  him  for  the 
illegal  act  ?  Sir,  this  is  not  a  biU  of  indemnifl- 
oation,  and  the  act,  thongh  an  invasion  at  pri- 
vate property,  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
such  invasion  is  allowed  by  tiie  oonstitntlon, 
nnder  the  obligation  of  giving  compensation — 
which  obligation  it  is  the  intent  of  the  amend- 
ment to  fnlSl.  It  is  not  on  illegd  act,  done 
with  a  good  intent,  agunst  the  consegnenoes  of 
which  Congress  have  generally  thonght  It  right 
to  indemnity  their  officers ;  but  Is  in  case  of 
property  taken  for  their  use,  and  lost  in  their 
service,  by  their  act.  It  was  not  iMtcanse  the 
officer  had  epaulettes  on  his  sbonlders  that  he 
iroperty,  bnt  because  be  had  a  head 
it  had  farmed  the  nnbending  resoln- 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  defend 
his  country ;  because  he  had  a  heart  in  his 
bosom  that  oould  feel  and  provide  for  the 
wounded  soldier,  whom  tliia  n^ro,  and  the  cart 
which  he  drove,  were  employed  to  oonvey  from 
the  field  where  thor  blood  was  shed  for  their 
conntry. 
This  Is  the  case  whloh  my  amendment  wh 
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intended  to  provid«  for;  one  that  could  eicit« 
with  propriety  do  wanutli,  and  could  hurt  so 
prejaaice;  bat  it  hkd  been  encountered  wiih 
argnmeatB  that  were  indeed  dangerous,  and 
conld  not  fail  to  produce  the  greatest  ezdte- 
ment.  Seeing,  therefore,  a  disposition  to  pro- 
tract the  debate,  and  delay,  by  the  diaousaioa 
of  thla  itfim  in  the  claim,  Uie  lai^r  umonnt  to 
which  it  waiackoonledged  the  petilioner  was 
entitled,  be  tLooght  he  wonld  be  aerring  htB 
interest  ia  withdrawing  the  smeDdmeDt,  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  the  cooler  re- 
flectioos  of  members  shonldshow  the  JastJc«of 
this  claim,  or  of  others  dependinK  on  Uie  same 
principle.  In  doing  this,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  yield 
to  the  reqneet  of  friends,  for  whose  opiu' 
ions  I  have  the  highest  reapeot;  bnt  I  yield 
nothing  to  tbe  dangerous  dootrices  to  which  I 
have  alliided,  and  which,  I  trust,  a  conudera- 
tion  of  their  conseqnenoea,  and  their  imustioe, 
will  indnoe  those  who  now  support  ^em  to 
abandon. 

Hr.  GcBLBT  expreesed  his  regret  that  bis 
eoUeagae  had  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It 
was  now  too  late  to  prevent  escitement;  and 
as  he  apprehended  that  a  m^ority  of  tbe 
House  was  prepared  to  pass  tbe  amendment, 
and  as  other  cases  resting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple wonld,  in  all  probability,  arise,  be  felt 
himself  bound  by  duty,  and  be  did  it  with 
relactanoe,  to  renew  the  motion  for  amendment. 

Ur.  RutDOLPa  aud,  that  he  rose  with  the 
intention  of  making  another  motion.  As  (said 
he)  the  gentleman  from  Louialana  (Mr.  Liv- 
iKoaroN)  haa  done  ua  the  favor  to  take  away 
this  bone  of  contention — for  it  is  but  a  bone — 
from  the  HouM,  I  tmst  we  shall  have  no  more 
trouble  from  that  quarter.  Bnt  I  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  state,  with  regard  to  the  gentle- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Bcsiiks,)  who  has 
spolceD  to-day,  but  whom  I  do  not  now  see  in 
big  place,  and  whom  I  uncerely  thank  Tor  hie 
remarks,  that  it  was  not  tbe  amonnt  in  dispnte, 
bnt  the  pridciple  iuvolved^hich  bronght  abont 
tliat  contest  with  the  British  Government, 
which  ended  in  our  Independence.    For  that 

Entlemen  I  have  every  kindly  feeling.  I 
lew  him  (and  this  pnts  me  in  mind  of  a 
disagreeable  snbject — and  that  is,  how  old  I 
■m)  when  he  was  hardly  more  than  an  infant 
but  if  that  gentleman  bad  been  aa  long  or  cvbl 
half  as  long  as  I  have  been,  a  member  of  this 
Hoose,  he  would  have  seen  tbe  neoesaitj  of 
acting  on  the  old  maxim,  "prmmpiU  ahtta, 
9«m«nti  oeeurrite  morbo" 

I  remember  the  firsttime  this  question  was 
attrred.  I  was  in  the  lobby,  and  was  an  atten- 
tive auditor— it  wbb  under  tbe  first  Congress — , 
and  my  venerable  friend  from  North  Oarolina 
(Kr.  Uaoon)  would  support  me  in  the  recol- 
lection— he  was  a  member  of  that  Congrees — 
no — he  was  not  at  that  time — for  North  Carolina 
heraelf  was  not  then  amember  oftheCuion — i 
was  in  the  firat  Congress — and  I  believe  1  re 
member  almost  every  time  it  has  been  brought 
forward  since — for  tMa  haa  not  been  attempted 


twice — bnt  a  thousand  tim«e— aot  by 
but  by  tap.  Sir,  we  onght  to  return, 
her  the  sentiment — non  ei,  Md  tape  eaiait, 
and  not  permit  it  ever  to  pas^  no  matter  ia 
how  demure  and  apparently  tnvial  an  tptti 
it  may  be  praeeoted. 

I  do  not  intend  to  abnse  the  indnlgenee  n 
kindly  accorded  to  me  by  tbe  oonmuttee,  iMk 
now  and  on  a  former  ocoasian — bat  I  nuit 
remind  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Bdxkxb, )  dat 
when,  in  the  words  of  Eotapnr — or  rather  of 
his  uncle  Worcester —  "  this  heat  waa  rtrvt 
up"  — some  geutiemen  were  doing  here— irM 
haa  been  tried  elaevhere — to  e^bliih  tlH 
principle  that  there  is  a  law  of  Qoi,  whid 
sapersedes  the  laws  of  the  fouotjonaries  oftlw 
land — that  the  legality  or  illegality  of  a  mamn 
is  to  be  judged  not  by  our  social  compact,  bat 
by  Bome  other  code—of  which  there  are  « 
many  difierent  interpretationa  as  there  m 
sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  the  eidtemeot 
which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  Iq 
the  amendment   on   the  table. 

Tbe  Chairman  reminded  Ur.  B.  that  no  nch 
motion  conld  be  received  in  Committee  of  lb* 
Whole. 

Ur.  Gttblkt  aaid,  that  he  regretted  excwd- 
ingly  that  his  colleague  eboold  have  be* 
induced  to  have  withdrawn  his  ameadment 
It  WBB  now  too  late  to  prevent  tbe  eiiutenMti 
that  he  appeared  to  deprecate.  That  be  be- 
liered  the  amendment  was  in  accordance  vilb 
tbe  opinions  of  a  m^ority  of  the  o(»nmitt«; 
and  as  other  cases  rested  on  the  same  pria- 
cipio,  would  in  all  probability  arise ;  and  *9  it 
proposed  merely  an  act  of  strict  Joftice  totbt 
petitioner,  he  felt  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty 
(although  he  did  it  nnder  existing  eirow- 
stances  with  reluctance)  to  renew  the  m<:4i<ii 
that  had  Juat  been  withdrawn.  In  doing  liii>i 
he  could  assure  the  House  and  hia  honorabk 
colleague,  QIi.  LivDioBTOii,)  that  the  eidts- 
ment,  i^  Inaeed,  any  existed  ahould  no  kagv 
oontinne  by  hia  agency. 

J  will  now  proceed  to  ahow,  aald  10.  &■ 
that  the  ameadment  I  ofieiM  onght  U>  la 
adopted.  It  appeara  (rem  the  tcatimony,  tlat 
during  the  invasion  of  Looiaiana  in  1B14,  a 
cart,  horse,  and  slavey  the  proper^  of  tbe  pe- 
titioner, were  impressed  into  the  public  serviM 
by  OTder  of  the  commanding  ganeraL  Ite 
Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  Wll  and«  mb- 
sideratioD,  propose  to  pay  for  the  cart  ana 
horse.  The  amendment  proiiDses  to  pay  t' 
the  injury  suettdned  by  tbe  slave  from  winadi 
reoeived  while  in  service,  and  npon  medieil 
attendance  consequent  fur  tboee  wound*. 

On  the  23d  of  Becember,  when  tbe  eoaV 
appeared  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Misaiasippi,  «ilb- 
in  six  miles  of  New  Orleans,  to  tbe  numberol 
tbree  thousand  men,  tbe  flower  of  the  Britisb 
Army,  and  the  boasted  invinciblea  of  Lord  ff  <i- 
lington,  you  bad  not  a  breastwork,  nor  a  ^n^ 
fication  of  any  deecripljon — not  a  sohiary  (aa- 
'  non  planted  to  sound  an  alann,  or  cheek  tttts 
I  progrees  to  that  great  aod  all'^ 
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porhini  of  tha  vest  The  whole  of  tlie  diaposft- 
ble  fbroe  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  nod  more  than 
hslf  of  that  namber  were  militia  men  who  had 
had  never  seen  a  field  of  battle.  What  was  to 
be  done?  Delaj  was  rnin,  and  an  attack  &1< 
most  certain  defeat.  Under  these  tryins  oif- 
pnmstanees,  the  commandinR  general  did  not 
hedtate.  He  instantlj  resolved  to  meet  the 
enemT ;  and  this  small,  bat  gallant  band,  ool- 
lected  at  the  beat  of  the  dram,  were  led  bj 
him  to  the  field  of  battle.  The  cont«st  was 
long  and  bloody.  The  combatants  were  at  last 
aepanted  bj  the  darkness  of  the  night ;  and 
the  remnant  of  this  little  corps  were  planted 
on  that  memorable  line  which  was  destined  to 
bo  illaniined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
nsry.  This  sodden  and  desperate  attack  spread 
oonateraatioQ  and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  He  resolved  to  wait  for  reinforce- 
ments from  hia  fleet.  General  Jackson  knew 
well  the  importance  of  this  delay,  and  he  lost 
no  time  in  strengthening  his  position,  and  for- 
tifying himself  in  the  best  manner  time  and 
eircnmstauces  wo  old  permit.  Breastworks 
were  to  be  thrown  up,  fortifiontions  erected, 
and  the  whole  means  of  the  country  were  re- 
qoisite  for  these  operations,  on  which  depended 
uie  salvation  of  the  city.  It  was  under  these 
oirenmstanoea  of  high  and  pressing  necessity 
the  [>roperty  in  this  case  was  taken.  1  now 
nbmit  the  qnestioo  to  the  committee,  whether, 
nnder  all  the  clroamstances  of  the  case,  the  im- 

Eremament  was  not  jnatifiable.  If  there  be  one 
idividnal  in  the  nation  who  donbts  it,  I  envy 
him  not  his  candor  or  patriotism. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  liken  the  qase 
of  slaves  to  that  of  apprentices  and  minors ; 
bat  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between 
them.  The  military  power  of  this  nation  is 
confided  br  the  oonstitntion  to  the  Oongress  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority 
to  enlist^  to  arm,  and  to  organize  the  militia. 
Apprentices  and  minors  are  citizens ;  they 
fbrm  a  part  of  society,  and  are  enlisted  by  the 
delegated  authority  of  the  whole.  They,  like 
others,  mnat  consent  to  part  with  a  portion  of 
th^r  natnral  rights ;  and,  like  other  freemen, 
are  bonnd  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
eoontry;  bat  this  is  not  the  case  with  slaves. 
Slaves  are  no  part  of  the  militia;  and  if  the 
Government  have  the  power  alleged,  one  thing 
la  certain,  they  have  never  yet  exerted  it. 
"When  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
OiuLbk)  will  show  me  an  act  of  Congress  for 
ttie  enlistment  of  staves,  I  will  show  bim  an  act 
which  he  will  admit  to  be  a  dissolution  of  this 
Union.  Bnt  there  is  no  such  act.  Apprentices 
ore  taken  according  to  law ;  slaves  are  not,  and 
cannot  be. 

Gentlemen  dec«ive  themselves,  therefore,  in 
■apposing  that  this  slave  was  token  as  a  part  of 
the  military  force  of  the  conntry.  He  was  nc 
more  taken  as  snob  than  was  ^e  other  prop- 
erty ;  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Govern- 
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\.  that  conld  anthorize  tbe  employment  of 
slaves  as  soliUers. 

Ur.  Ohairman,  I  hare    stated    briefly  mj 

ews  on  this  snbjeot,  and  the  motives  thtA 
indnccd  me  to  offer  the  amendment ;  and  it  is, 

my  opinion,  due  as  an  act  of  jnstioe  to  the 
claimant — it  is  doe  to  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  trouBBotions  witli  which  it  ia 
connected — and  more  especiaiiy  it  is  dne  to  the 

ipntation  of  that  gallant  and  distiognished  in- 
dividnal,  who,  in  the  most  gloomy  period  of 
the  war,  and  under  the  most  pressing  and  de- 
ding  circumstances,  hod  the  moral  oour- 
„  in  defence  of  bis  ooantry,  to  exercise  the 
power  which  prodnoed  the  individual  injury 
proposed  to  he  compensated  by  the  amend- 
ment. By  rejecting  the  amendment  we  vir- 
tually declare  this  meritorious  act  a  wanton 
exercise  of  nsnrped  authority. 

Mr.  Ihobau  said  :  My  object  in  rising  at  this 
time,  has  been,  if  possible,  to  narrow  the  ground 
of  discnssion.  For  I  apprehend,  with  all  sobmis- 
ston,  that  the  true  point  in  this  cose  has  not  ^et 
been  touched  at  all.  If  I  understand  the  dum 
intended  to  be  provided  for  by  tikis  amendment 
it  is  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expense  of  medical 
attendance  of  a  slave,  who  was  impressed  short- 
ly before  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Tbe  de- 
mand was  opposed  by  the  Committee  of  CLwms, 
on  the  ground  that  slaves  do  nut  constitute  a 
species  of  property,  which  is  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  public  expense,  when  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  farther,  that 
slaves  are  not  liable  to  impressment,  and,  there- 
fore, onght  not  to  be  paid  for  when  impressed. 
The  fallacy  of  the  ai^nment  embodied  in  the 
report  has  led  to  aU  the  embarrassmeat  aa 
well  as  t4)  all  the  excitement,  which  has  taken 
place  on  this  occasion.  I  think  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  war-making  power  is  an  at- 
tribute of  sovereignty,  (if  there  be  any  sover- 
eignty in  Government  at  ail,)  in  order  that  all 
may  be  preserved  for  whose  sake  the  Oorern- 
ment  was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  in  the  Government,  shall  a  city, 
threatened  with  capture,  pillage,  conflagration, 
and  the  violation  of  women,  not  be  defended 
till  those  charged  with  the  defence  oome  down 
and  chaffer  with  perhaps  a  disaffected  partisan, 
whedier  his  cart,  and  horses,  and  slave,  may 
not  be  used  in  the  construction  of  a  breast- 
work for  the  defence  of  tbat  city  ?  Yes,  sir. 
Whether  the  public  demand  affects  his  cart,  or 
his  horses,  or  his  slave,  or  hia  son,  or  his  broth- 
er, or  himself,  all  must  be  surrendered,  and 
the  country  must  be  defended.  But  we  are 
told  that,  thoneh  his  horse  and  bis  cart  may  be 
iropresaed,  and  if  inlnred,  must  be  paid  for, 
that  slaves  are  not  that  species  of  property  for 
which  compensation  is  ever  to  be  maclc.  But, 
sir,  do  we  read  any  thing  about  species  in  that 
article  of  the  constitution  which  declares  that 
private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  the  pul>- 
lic  use,  without  Jnst  compensation  t  If  I  nil- 
derstand  the  word  property,  it  is  a  generic 
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term.  The  oonetitntjon  does  cot  mj  thftt  a 
oertain  speoies  of  private  property  shall  be  paid 
fbr,  if  taken,  bat  it  says,  "  tLat  private  property 
miist  be  p(^d  for,  if  taken  for  the  pablic  use." 
It  was  also  said,  that  apprentices,  minors,  and 
persons  held  to  service  constitnte  a  kind  of 
property  that  ought  to  be  paid  for.  Now,  mj 
principal  object  is  to  satisfy  this  oonimitt«e, 
that  these  two  descriptions  of  property  may  be 
broo^t  under  thk  same  mle,  ana  Jnatioe  done 
vlthoat  any  difficulty. 

The  right  of  property  to  a  slave,  and  to  an 
apprantioe,  if  not  identically  the  same,  are  as 
nearly  alike  as  two  things  can  poeubly  be,  and 
thej  should  be  paid  for  nnder  the  same  olrcnm- 
staooes,  and  in  the  same  way.  There  is  no  in- 
congruity whatever  between  them.  I  main- 
tain, that  the  right  of  impressment  is  a  perfect, 
and  not  a  qualified  right ;  that  it  is  a  neoessary 
attribute  of  sovereignty,  and  applies  equally  to 
a  slare,  an  apprentice,  a  brother,  or  a  son, 
Bnt  when  this  right  is  exerted,  what  is  to  be 
ti)e  rale  of  compensation  f  This  is  the  gist  of 
the  question.  The  constitation  says  that  when 
private  property  is  taken  for  the  pnblio  use. 
Just  compensation  shall  be  made.  Now  what 
is  jnat  compensation?  It  is  a  payment  for  the 
•ervices  of  the  person,  or  fbr  the  use  of  the 
things  Impressed.  If  a  horse  is  taken,  yon 
most  pay  for  the  use  of  the  horse ;  if  a  slave  is 
taken,  yon  must  pay  for  the  services  of  the 
slave ;  there  is  no  distinction  in  principle. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  are  contending 
for  a  principle — a  principle  which  deeply  con- 
oems  them,  and  hence  the  excitement  which 
has  been  produced.  To  test  tliat  principle,  let 
me  pat  a  case.  An  officer  is  charged  with  the 
deface  of  a  city  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To 
effect  that  object  be  is  bound  to  exert  all  the 
powers  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  they  are 
entm3t«d  to  his  hands.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  that  city,  there  are  two  different  persons, 
both  owning  slaves ;  he  applies  to  both  for  the 
use  of  their  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  pnb- 
lio defence.  One  of  the  slaveholders  willingly 
consents :  he  says  to  the  officer,  take  my  people 
In  welcome ;  it  is  tme,  I  expect  hereaiter  to 
be  compensated,  bat  I  will  not  chaffer  now. 
They  are  wanted,  and  let  them  go.  The  other 
slaveholder,  traitorous  in  heart,  or  having,  per- 
haps, a  mistaken  notion  of  his  rights,  refuses  his 
slaves,  and  they  are  taken  by  force.  What  is 
to  be  the  rule  of  yonr  compensation  to  tliese 
two  persons?  The  rights  of  the  general  ex- 
tended alike  over  both.  Will  you  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent rule  of  compensation  in  one  case,  from 
what  yon  adopt  in  another!  Is  not  one  en- 
titled to  the  same  rate  of  pay  with  the  other  ? 
Will  you  acknowledge,  that  yon  were,  in  the 
one  esse,  a  trespasser,  and  will  you  therefore 
pay  the  last  slaveholder,  and  not  the  first? 
onrely  not.  The  rule  of  compensation  must  be 
the  same  in  both  cases :  for  the  constitntion 
rec^uiree,  in  both,  that  yon  make  just  compen- 
sation t  And  what  is  just  compensation! 
Need  I  disonas  it  farther!    Whether  the  gen- 
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eral  contracts  for  the  slaves  or  takes  then  viA 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  without  special  coa- 
tract,  the  mle  of  compensation  must  evideoll; 
be  to  pay  the  same  price  as  would  be  pud  for 
the  same  services  in  a  trausaction  betweoi  nun 
and  man.  Can  there  be  any  other  mle!  h 
private  ooDtracta,  the  employer  is  boned  tn 
eompensate  according  to  the  kind  (^  tenia 
performed,  and  the  tengtii  of  time  duringwludi 
ne  employs  it.  It  is  precisely  so  with  iapKM- 
mcnt.  The  Government  impressing  is  IxniDdta 
compensate  the  owner  for  all  descripttoD)  d 
property  whatsoever,  and  according  te  the  tiiu 
daring  which  it  was  employed  in  the  paUis 
service ;  this,  I  think,  is  too  dear  to  be  ^qjnltd, 
The  committee  then  rose,  reported  program 
and  obtained  leave  to  ut  again. 

HoNSAT,  Jannarj  14. 

Com  nfthe  Captured  Afriean*, 

Ur.  WicKUFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 

Judiciary,  to  which  was  committed  the  toll 
from  the  Senate,  "  to  antliorixe  the  csnceDiiig 
of  a  bond  therein  mentioned,"  with  instnictiua 
to  report  the  facia  upon  which  the  bill  wu  re- 

Eorted,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
e  on  the  table. 

AmenAmeat  nf  EuUt — Stenogr^un. 
Ur.  Rajidolph  said,  that  like  the  g< 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wickuffk,)  he  e* 
with  the  hope  liiat  nothing  wonld  I 
duced  te  disturb  the  harmony  or  intempt  tlu 
business  of  the  session.  I  had  come  to  the  m- 
derstanding  with  myself  (said  Mr.  B.,}thul 
wonld  introduce  no  measure  which  migbt  in 
any  degree  retard  or  impede  the  execution  d 
that  boMDess.  But  I  am  constrained,  bj  pe- 
culiar circamstanoes,  to  throw  myself  npoo  ttx 
attention  of  the  House  on  the  snlyect  of  ita 
rnles  and  orders.  Without  some  alt«ntion  is 
them,  we  shall  not  get  through  the  session  widi 
that  convenience  uid  d^natch  which  tbe  pob- 
lio  interest  requires,  we  have  adopted  ^ 
rules  and  orders  of  the  preceding  Gongreas-' 
but  we  have  power  to  alter  them.  I W  in- 
tended te  call  the  attention  of  the  fionse  to 
the  subject  before  the  difficulty  which  »nw 
this  morning,  and  I  shall  now  move  a  refereoM 
of  tbe  rules  sndordetaof  this  Hoose  toaSeM 
Committee. 


I  rose  (said  Mr.  R.)  only  to  give  notice  of  the 
motion  which  I  intended  to  make.  We  btn 
voluntarily  placed  ourselves  in  a  ntosto 
which  enables  s  few  members  of  the  Hodes  tc 
forestall  any  subject,  whether  they  are  for  « 
Bgmnst  it. 

[The  Speaker  her«  said  that  Mr.  K.  ni^ 
get  at  the  object  he  desired  by  moving  to  pwt- 
pone  the  orders  of  tbe  day,  Ac,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  this  subject] 

Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  then  I  make  yon  tbA 
motion. 

[The  orders  of  the  iij  and  bnsuMaoD  th 
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Bpe^er'a  table  were  then  postponed  upon  Mr. 
B.'s  motion.] 

■When  flret  I  was  Mqn^nled  with  this  Ag- 
semblf,  eaid  Mr,  Randolph,  the  roles  and  or- 
deta  hong  op,  in  fur,  large  round  teit,  on  a 
einglo  placard ;  bnt  now  &»j  are  grown  to  a 
Tolume.  I  was  at  that  time  acquainted  as  per- 
teotlf  with  the  mlea  and  orders  as  with  the 
Alphabet,  and  I  should  as  soon  have  made  a 
mistake  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.    Bat  I  have 

Kwn  graf  in  the  bnsisew  of  this  House;  I 
V  been  a  member  of  this  Hoase  ontil  1  have 
grown  OQt  of  all  knowledge  of  the  roles  of  oar 
proceedings;  and  whjt  Becaose  the;  are 
complicated  in  the  extreme,  and  high!;  mipar- 
liamentarj.    Now,  sir,  as  on  taking  that  ohair 


tion  of  the  Mnhlenbai^  the  iWnbolls,  the 
Dajtona,  the  Sedgwiota,  the  Uacooa  and  the 
"VaniDms — nnder  ererj  Speaker,-!  beJieTe,  bnt 
one — that  of  oslling  oa  over  b;  oar  Christian 
names,  bb  well  as  onr  snmames,  which  enables 
OS  all  to  know  each  other,  so  I  hope  t«  see  re- 
Btored  some  other  good  old  roles.  I  shall  at 
present  confine  myself  to  two  items  in  the  ao- 
oonnt.  The  first  ia,  the  practice  which  has  jDSt 
oooorred — it  is  nnheard  of — that  a  motion  uiaU 
be  snipped  off  in  this  way ;  and  it  never  was 
praotiaed  imtil  the  change  in  the  rules.  The 
other  role  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  Honse,  is  one  on  the  oonsideration  of  which 
the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Oongress  of 
the  United  States,  at  home,  as  well  as  abroad, 
naterlaUj-  depend.  I  will  read  the  role  as  it 
now  stands, 

■*  Stenograpben,  wSaUog  to  take  down  tl 


.uctu,  lu  ^11^,  i-i^.i  uuj.;v,  —  ~-~.  u^t  interfere 
with  the  cooTeiiieDce  of  the  Hoose." 

This  may  be  A  presompldon  so  strong  as  to 
the  will  of  Uie  Honse,  that  no  Speaker  of  this 
t>ody,  bavins  a  dne  reverence  ft>r  pnbho  opin- 
ion, will  reiDBe  an  application  m»de  onder  it 
for  admissioa — I  might  say,  can  refiiae.  Bat 
then,  by  adopting  this  role,  we  make  whatever 
these  stenc^aphera  may  chose  to  pnbiish,  onr 
own:  we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-official 
snthority.  I  happen  to  know — I  was  informed 
of  it  bot  ye»it«rday — I  was  informed  of  it  by  a 
distingniahed  foreigner,  attending  the  debates  of 
this  House,  that  tbo  gallery  is  a  better  place 
for  hearing  than  any  other  part  of  the  Honse — 
and  that  he  had  retired  to  it  for  that  purpose. 
I  know  that  the  debates  in  the  Honae  of  Com- 
mons are  taken,  and  faithfiitly  taken — for  though 
they  are  oompressed,  it  is  a  miniatare  likeness 
— by  persons  whose  seats  are  in  the  gallery. 

"Rie  public  mind,  at  present — it  would  be 
folly,  and  worse  than  folly  to  deny  it — is  in  a 
■tate  of  great  excitement.  A  reaction  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  is  fondly  predicated  in  some  quar- 
ters, and  as  fondly  loolced  for  a  new  advent — 
and  this  Hoqm  U  mad»— I  do  not  stqr  by  the 
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membera  of  it — that  would  be  disorderly,— «Qd 
more,  it  would  be  indecoroos— but  it  is  made 
the  theatre  of  electioneering.  And  I  aak  yon, 
sir,  what  more  powerfU  lever  would  you  de- 
mand— what  firmer  Inlonmi  woold  yon  have 
for  aach  a  purpose,  than  to  give  to  the  people  of 
this  comitry  the  debates  of  tbia  Honee  in  sueb 
a  manner  as  to  throw  a  shade  on  one  side,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  cast  a  light  on  the  other) 

I  should  not  have  stirred  in  this,  did  I  not 
feel  myself  personally  aggrieved.  X  have  no 
pntpoee,  whatever,  of  entering  into  a  contest 
with  the  press — I  have  not  lived  to  mj  tune  of 
life,  without  knowing  how  vain  a  thing  that  is 
— and  with  what  faufol  odds  it  is  undertaken, 
I  only  nae  my  privilege  to  rescue  myself,  as  Ear 
as  I  can,  from  misrepresentation — nor  is  this  at 
all  on  my  own  account.  I  conld  bear  it — as  I 
have  bore  a  thousand  misrepresentationa  from  the 
same  quarter :  it  is  only  because  it  ii^ures  the 
canae — the  good  cause,  with  which  my  hamble 
name  has  been  very  humbly  associated.  I  say, 
sir,  and  I  bottom  myself  on  what  we  have  all 
seen — that  it  does  not  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  or  the  interest  of  this  people,  to 
lend  even  a  semi-o£Bcial  sanation  to  that  which 
is  notoriously  false. 

For  what  pnrpose  are  stenogrqihers  admitted 
to  the  places  assigned  them  1  It  was  not  surely 
that  we  might  figare  in  the  newspapers,  xtr 
rather  be  disfigured  in  them,  but  it  was  for  the 
information  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  conntry, 
the  good  people  our  constituents.  Now,  when 
a  member  feels  himself  misrepresented,  and 
asks  for  a  correction  of  the  error — after  much 
slow,  reloctaot,  (bnt  not  amorous)  delay,  he  is 
told,  that  if  he  will  send  his  reprasentationa, 
they  ahull  be  admitted  into  a  certm  book, 
which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing. 
8u-,  do  we  admit  stenographers  on  this  door, 
that  they  may  first  sell  na  in  detail,  and  then 
sell  ns  wholesale!  Or,  do  we  admit  them  for 
the  information  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  t  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  porpoaes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  they  admitted? 
Sir,  I  have  seen  that  book — and  I  have  aeen 
myself  caricatored  in  it.    I  have  seen  these 

E Tints  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atiantio — and 
ave  there  seen  words  put  into  my  month, 
which  I  never  could  have  uttered,  unless  when 
1  was  asleep.  I  have  aeen  them  on  the  tubles 
of  the  moat  respectable  club  houses  in  England 
— I  have  seen  them  at  Galignani's  in  Paris, 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  last,  I  did  say  that  I 
would  punish  with  death  any  man  who  should 
violate  the  law  forbidding  the  introduction  of 
Africans  into  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  re- 
port of  what  I  said,  as  "  the  learned  ^tleman 
froni  Louisiana"  was  transmuted  mto  "my 
learned  gentieman  from  Lonisiana," — (there 
never  has  been  any  hostility  between  ns — bnt 
there  has  been  no  particular  friendship — and  as 
I  said  in  another  place,  I  will  not  permit  friend- 
ships to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one — I  choose 
to  make  them  myself— I  was,  and  I  take  pride 
ia  saying  it,  a  humble  ooa^Jator  with  that  hoa- 
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orable  gentleman — the  yonngeBt  in  the  corps — 
in  puttine  down  on  admiDiBtrBtioii  thirty  jeara 
a^,  and  I  should  be  happy  to  aid  in  doinc  the 
same  now — and  T  ihoalu  be  proad  of  wnet  I 
am  Bure  I  shoald  receive,  his  aid  and  ooinfort 
in  the  procem) — bo  these  blackainoors  have 
Bben  whitewashed — and  they  are  all  converted 
into  Iriahmenl  A  more  miBchievoaB,  or  a 
more  wicked  misrepresBntatiOD  was  never  sent 
abroad  than  that.  We  all  know  there  is  an 
immense  popnlation  of  Irish  and  desoendvite  of 
IriBh  among  ub — and  why  do  we  know  itt 
Sir,  we  have  felt  it ;  the;  have  fonght  our  bat- 
tles in  the  field — they  have  filled  the  ranks  of 
onrsnoy;  tiiey  have  distingnisbed  tjiemselves 
in  onr  Revolation,  at  Brandywine,  and  else- 
where ;  and  these  men  are  to  be  insnlted,  and 
tbeir  feelinp  lacerated,  that  this  Ilonse  may  be 
made  an  electioneering  theatre,  and  the  canse 
on  one  side  may  be  pot  down,  and  that  on  the 
other  Bide  may  be  propped  np. 

I  regretted  to  see  the  propOBitJon  introdneed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Bontb  Oarolina,  the 
other  day,  against  which  I  was  compelled  to 
Tote ;  and  I  regret  now  to  see  a  proposition  in- 
trodnced,  whioli  most  lead  to  effects  of  which 
I  will  not  now  speak,  t  came  here  thoroagh- 
)j  convinced,  that  this  was  not  the  hoar  for  re- 
form ;  that  the  disease  mnst  ran  its  course — 
and  tliat,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  the 
doctor  or  the  patient  mnst  die — tbe  safety  of 
the  one  implies  tbe  dissolation  of  the  Other.  I 
feel  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have 
tiie  rules  and  orders  altered,  in  the  one  point  I 
mentioned,  and  in  some  others. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  mle,  which  I  wish  to  see  altered. 
[Here  Mr,  B.  read  the  following :] 

*'The  Speaker  ihsll  eismtne  and  correct  the 
Joumsl  before  it  Is  read.  He  sball  have  a  general 
direction  of  tbe  Hall.  He  sh&U  have  the  right  to 
Dame  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  but  such  substitution  shall  not  oitend  be- 
yood  an  a^ouroment." 

The  adoption  of  this  mle  was  contempora- 
neons  with  the  change  in  the  manner  of  calling 
our  names. 

This  is  a  dispensation  which  the  Mnhlen- 
bargs,  the  Daytons,  the  Sedgwicks,  the  Mflcons, 
the  Vamnms,  never  claimed  or  enjoyed,  nor 
was  it  ever  enjoyed  by  Chairmen  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  I  remember  that  I  saw  John 
Cotton  Smith  sit  in  the  chair  for  seventeen  or 
twenty  hours — I  don't  recollect  which — and  I 
jiave  been  glad  to  see  that  you,  sir,  are  content 
not  only  to  receive  tbe  sEilary,  and  enjoy  the 
pfltronage  and  honor  of  your  high  office — for 
nigh  it  is — but  deign  also  to  perform  its  dnties. 
This  rule  also,  I  wish  to  sea  altered. 

I  thank  tbe  House  for  their  politeness  and 
attention,  and  I  cenolnde  with  moving  that  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  this  House  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Old  Sedition  Late. 

Mr.  HuoLTOH  said,  that  he  had  tone  tiiM 
since  given  notice  that  be  would  on  thiidij 
call  np  the  resolntion  be  bad  had  the  honoilo 
submit  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Alien  and  Seditke 
laws;  but  in  conseqaence  of  having  leaned 
tliat  the  appropriation  bills  introduced  bj  hie 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  UcDcnn) 
would  be  taken  np  on  Wednesday  next,  not 
wishing  to  impede  the  course  of  tliose  impot- 
ant  billB,  he  would,  for  tbe  present,  poetpOM 
bis  resolutionr  but  would  embrace  the  etdtd 
opportmiity  of  calling  it  up  after  those  bQli 
should  be  disposed  of. 

Oamberland  Boad, 

Mr.  BuoBaKAn  sud,  that  it  would  be  rent 
leoted  by  many  gentlemen  npon  this  Sea,  ^bA, 
at  the  last  sesHoo  of  Oongress,  when  the  ^ 
for  the  preeervatioD  and  repair  of  the  Cunibv- 
land  road,  which  provided  for  the  arectiMK' 
toll-gates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fitstti 
throngh  which  it  passes,  was  before  the  'Eovat, 
tbe  session  was  so  &r  advanced,  that  lime  did 
not  remain  to  discass  and  settle  the  importut 
principles  which  it  oontsined.  Some  days  iftff 
that  bill  had  been  reported,  I  presentol  m 
amendment  to  it,  which  I  nve  notice  I  ii>- 
tended  to  offer,  when  it  should  come  before  tin 
House  for  discussion.  This  amendment  pto- 
vided  for  the  retrocesMon  of  the  road  le  tiit 
States  throngh  which  it  passes,  npon  conditka 
that  they  should  ke^  it  in  repair,  and  euel 
□o  more  toll  upon  it  than  mig^t  be  neceavr 
for  that  pnrpose.  , 

As  tbe  Cumberland  road  then  reqnired  in- 
mediate  repairs,  there  was  a  general  ender- 
Btanding  throughout  the  Honse,  that  aniDph 
appropriation  should  pass  for  that  purpow; 
and  that  tbe  decision  of  the  question  vhid 
woold  have  arisen  upon  the  bill,  as  reported, 
and  upon  the  amendjnent  wbtcb  I  had  pro- 
posed, shonld  be  postponed  until  tbe  pr<!«nt 
session.  The  same  bill  for  the  erection  of  ti^ 
gates  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  Thifi 
hod  been  reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  Roidt 
and  Ouials,  at  the  last  sestion,  hsa  been  tgm 
reported,  at  this  Bession,  by  the  commitu*. 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  whole  sotjert 
fairly  before  tbe  House,  and  of  preventing  UT 
unneoeBssry  delay,  I,  therefore,  again  pr»«t 
the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  ofiir,  it 
tbe  last  session,  and  move  that  it  may  be  print- 
ed ;  and  I  give  notice  that  I  sbsll  offer  it  vbcfi 
the  bill  for  the  preeertation  and  repair  of  ili* 
Cumberland  tobA  shall  come  before  the  Honw. 

Mr.  BccHANAir  submitted  to  the  Hoose  » 
paper  conteinmg  an  amendment  to  tbe  hiUftr 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  CnmbertiM 
road ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TneoAT,  Jannary  16. 
J%e  Captwred  J/neant. 
Mr.  Hall  submitted  tbe  following: 
BuciiKd,  That  tbe  Coamittm  on  tbe  JviUttJ 


:,Coogk 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESS. 


Jamhut,  1S28.] 


Mi*iU  Com*  MartiaL 


UorB. 


ba  inttrneted  to  inquira  Into  the  eipedienc;  of 
•ettliDg,  bf  l>w,  under  what  ralea  and  reguUtloDB 
priTAte  property  (if  to  be  taken  M  all)  b1i»11  be 
tebeo  for  pablio  osa. 

Mr.  H.,  in  explanation  of  the  objeot  of  hia 
resolntioo,  uaA,  I  have  risen  to  present  a  reso- 
latioD  to  tine  House  which  has  been  soggeBted 
to  ma  by  a  debate,  some  time,  near);  a  week 
or  ten  dajB,  carried  on  in  this  Hooee,  opon  one 
of  the  umpleat,  moat  plun  and  cironmBoribed 
qnestiona  which  I  hare  ever  known  to  ei^age 
the  attention  of  any  deliberative  bodj-,  for  any 
length  of  time.  I  am  still  more  utonished  that 
the  debate  ahonld  have  been  bo  protracted, 
after  hearing,  from  all  aides  (if  mj  inemot7 
serves  me  rightly)  the  admiBeion,  that  the  arti- 
cle in  oontestatioD  waa  property.  After  thia 
admia^on,  t  conceive,  the  door  waa  closed 
against  debate,  beyond  the  mere  question, 
-whether  that  which  waa  aanctioned  by  tlie 
constitution  and  law,  should  be  done  in  this 
case  ?  I  am  not  certain  that  legislation  on  tliis 
Butgeot  is  naoessary  or  practicable.  I  ahonld, 
however,  aappose  that  it  waa  competent  for 
Congress,  by  some  declaratory  act,  explicitly  to 
recognize  the  principle,  that  what  the  State 
laws  decide  to  be  property,  shall  be  so  reoog- 
T^aeA  by  this  House  in  its  legialation  in  relation 
to  property.  It  is  a  question  whioh  peculiarly 
belongs  to  the  States.  Bat,  as  things  now  stand, 
we  are  placed  in  this  most  anomalous  sitna- 
tion .  Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the  con- 
etitation,  or  within  its  contemplation,  may  b« 
performed  by  certain  persons,  and  yet  such 
acts  are  contrary  to  law,  and  the  aotors,  or  per- 
formers, subject  to  punishment  for  tliam. 

'Mr.  Tatlob  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
ITorth  Carolina  would  pot  press  the  oonaidera- 
tion  of  the  reeolntion  this  morning.  Dnring 
the  lat«  war,  a  resolution  of  nearly  the  same 
tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the  Houm.  It 
Iiad  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great  una- 
nimity, tl>at  impressment  was  a  violation  of  all 
right,  and  could  only  he  excused  by  the 
tremest  neceaaitr.  It  was,  therefore,  not  a  fit 
subject  for  regiuation  by  law.  It  did  not  be- 
come Congress  by  a  law  to  provide  for  the  vio- 
lation of  all  law,  nor  to  provide  for  the  eier- 
ciae  of  rights,  if  rights  they  were,  when  all  law 
is  silenL 

ifr.  IIu-L,  in  reply,  sud,  I  do  not  know,  Ur. 
Speaker,  whether  I  perfectly  nnderstand  that 
clause  in  the  Gth  amendment  to  the  conatitQ- 
tion,  which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use,  withont  jnst  com- 
pensation. It  appears  to  me  to  mean,  that, 
under  certain  circnrastancea,  private  property 
may  be  taken  for  .public  use.  But,  it  taken, 
mnst  be  pud  for.  These  are  oircnmatances 
which  muat  necessarily  sometimes  occar.  They 
did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  we 
ever  had,  and  in  all  prohabOity,  they  will  occur 
in  any  future  war  in  whioh  we  may  be  engaged. 
If  this  interpretation  of  the  constitntioii  is  eor- 
rect,  then,  aa  I  sMd  before,  the  coiutry  is  in  a 
■ttange  and  anomalona  sitoation.     The  aelf- 


aame  act  is  allowed  by  the  constitution,  and  is 
neverthelesa  pnnishable  by  law.  The  resolu- 
tion proposea  a  mere  inquiry,  and  is  introdnced 
solely  with  that  intention.  My  past  conduct, 
"laving  been  so  long  In  this  House,)  I  think, 
irnishes  a  sufficient  pledge,  that  I  have  no  dia- 
oaition  unneceasarily  to  consume  Its  time.  I 
nope  the  resolution  will  be  permitted  to  go  to 
the  committee. 
The  reeolntion  waa  then  agreed  to.  - 


WinnaDAT,  January  16. 
MiMUa  CowU  Mtirtiat. 

The  Hopse  reanmed  the  conMderation  of  tlia 
reaolntion,'  moved  by  ]£r.  Bumbx,  of  Ohio,  on 
the  11th  inetant : 

Mr.  WicELim  a^d  he  had  riaen  to  propoea 
an  amendment  to  the  genUeman'a  resolntioo  aa 
now  modified.  It  is  to  atrike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  whioh  calls  upon  the  Seoretary 
of  War  for  copies  of  any  oraers  made  by  the 
Prewdent,  under  the  discretion  given  by  the 
act  of  1814,  by  which  the  length  of  service  of  the 
Tenneaaee  militia  was  extended,  and  also  copies 
of  the  correspondence  between  Governor  Blount 
and  the  Department  of  War,  upon  the  length 
of  time  whioh  the  militia  of  TennesMa  were 
bonnd  to  aerve. 

'he  mover  of  thia  reeolntion  avowed  hia 
objeot  to  be  a  desire  to  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation in  tlie  Department  of  War,  connected 

ith  the  court  martial  and  the  six  militiamen. 
Hia  reeolntion,  if  modified  aa  proposed  bT 
me,  will  give  him  all  the  documents  whicn 
belong  to  that  antJecL  He  de^res  a  copy  of 
"any  order  or  regulation  made  by  the  Pre^- 
dent,  under  the  act  of  1814,"  by  which  the 
term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  militia  was 
extended  to  six  months.  I  am  aatiafied,  and  so 
must  be  the  gentleman,  that  no  such  order 
ever  was  made,  either  as  relates  to  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  or  any  other  State,  save  to  the 
requisitions  which  may  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  Executive  of  the  respeo- 
tive  States,  bj  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  oallins  upon  them  to  det^l  their  quota 
of  men.  Why  then  call  for  a  copy  of  a  paper 
whioh  we  believe,  and  whioh  the  public  have 
Iwen  assured,  does  not  and  never  did  exist  I  IT 
such  an  order  were  on  file,  would  we  have  the  call 
foritt  I  will  not  anawer  the  question.  Ifitla 
not  there,  I  am  to  be  told  tiie  Secretary  ia 
called  upon  "to  atate  the  facta."  We  ask  tor 
a  tiling  which  we  know  we  oannot  get;  and  if 
we  could  get  it  we  would  not  aak  it. 

The  oyect  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed 
by  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  ia  to  ascertain 
the  main  fact,  how  long  these  men,  I  mean  the 
eis  militiamen,  were  bound  to  serve.  To 
obtain  thia  otyeot,  oan  it  be  neeeaeary  to  call 
upon  the  Secretary  to  inform  ns  that  Pred- 
dent  Madison  and  the  Secretary  of  War  failed 
to  discharge  their  duty  in  omitting  to  enter 
upon  the  records  of  the  Office  of  War,  that  the 
militia  called  into  aervioe  from  the  State  of 
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T«iiiiesie«,  ihonld  Berve  eU  months,  three 
nwnths,  or  any  other  t«nii  of  time  f  I  repeat, 
the  important  fact  in  this  investigation  \t  to 
know  whether  the  detachment  of  militia,  of 
which  Uie  six  shot  fbr  matinf  and  desertion 
were  a  part,  were  called  into  eerrioe  for  six 
montlis.  An  answer  to  this  qnestion  ftall  and 
oomiiIet«,  must  be  given  in  responding  to  the 
'  reaolDtion  as  proposed  to  be  modified.  If  the 
gentleman's  oojeot  was  a  reformation  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  last  war,  which  has  perform- 
ed Ita  flinctions ;  tf  he  designad  to  arraign  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  and  bia 
Beoretarr  of  Wtr,  for  a  dereliction  of  dntj, 
perhaps  the  information  aongbt  might  be  prop- 
er as  «  preliminar;  step.  Ko  aneh  porpoaa  is 
intended  or  expected.  I  do  not  understand 
this  reaolation  to  be  a  deolaration  of  war 
K^rt  the  distinguished  dtLten  who  thenfiUed 
tte  Preaid«)tial  onair. 

Unlees  genlleuMn  will  oloae  their  vjta,  it  ia 
iupoadble  not  to  see  its  teodeno^.  Jt  is  in 
Taw  to  disgniae  it.  Why  has  this  bnrineea 
■lept  BO  long?  Vb7  has  lt~not  excited  the 
patriotio  sensibilities  of  tlie  statesmen  who 
have  filled  this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years! 

Is  there  a  member  on  this  floor  wbo  does 
not  believe  the  efibct  of  tliis  resolntion  is  most 
anxioQBly  looked  to,  as  appalling  to  the  hopes 
d  the  gentieman  whose  ^ne  has  been  assailed 
by  every  art  which  intrigue  and  frtlsehood 
eonld  invent!  I  will  not  say  tint  such  is  the 
deMre  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  or  those 
here  who  act  with  him. 

I  desire,  Ur.  Speaker,  aaid  Mr,  W.,  to  strip 
Mm  snt^eot  of  aU  extraoeoiis  matter.  I  wish 
to  present  it  naked  to  the  pnblio  eye.  The 
man  whose  oharacter  has  been  asatiled  on 
ftoooont  of  the  exeontion  of  eiz  militiamen,  seeks 
no  coDoealmenL  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions  when  engaged  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  will  stand  toe  test  of  human 
scrutiny  and  of  time. 

Mr.  Bbll  said,  it  would,  perhaps,  not  be  in 
order  to  enter  into  any  general  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  nor  of  the  objects 
intended  to  be  attained  by  it,  further  than 
might  be  neoesaary  to  express  bis  views,  brief- 
ly, of  the  propriety  of  adopting  .the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky, 
BO  far  as  it  proposed  to  strike  nut  those  words, 
which,  if  adopted  as  part  of  the  reeolutian, 
would  give  the  Secretsj?  of  War  any  latitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  be  foand  npon 
record  in  his  Department.  I  certainly  would 
not  think  of  intruding  myself  for  one  moment 
npon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  said  Mr.  j 
seeing  so  many  abler  men  around  me  ready 
take  up  the  sutject,ifl  did  not  perceive  t] 
the  purpose  of  the  resolution  may  be  to  arraign, 
before  the  tribonal  of  the  public,  the  oharacter 
of  a  distinguished  utizen  wbo  resSdes  in  my 
immediate    neighborhood.    Under   this 


for  the  same  reason  that  I  wonid  feel  it  my 
dnty  to  defend  the  reontation  of  every  other 
private  citicen  of  the  aistrict  I  have  the  lumM' 
to  represent,  and  wbo  could  not  be  heard  in  his 
own  defence  on  this  floor.  I  a<Aoawledge, 
however,  that  I  may  possibly  do  injustice  to  tiM 
intentions  of  the  mover  d  the  rost^nljon,  in 
ipoiing  that  the  condnot  of  the  distingidibed 
[ividnal  1  have  alluded  to,  is  alone  to  be  tbe 
sobjeot  of  investigation.  Jnd^ng  frooi  what 
appeara  npon  the  foce  of  the  resolntion,  and  the 
imperfect  avowal  of  the  mover,  as  to  what 
may  be  bis  motive,  it  is  left  doubtfol  wfaeilNr 
one  or  all  of  several  gentiemen  of  dtstinetioa, 
are  intended  to  be  tiie  object  of  attkck.  It 
may  be  Intended  to  disturb  the  repose  of  « late 
Fresid«it  of  tbe  United  States :  for,  if  it  diaH 
tnm  out  to  be  tnie^  that  Mr.  Madison  did 
permit  S  Secretary  of  War  to  invest^ 
Governor  of  a  State,  during  the  latn  war,  with 
important  discretionary  powers,  without  his 
authority,  and  sofTered  a  large  detachment  of 
militia  to  be  called  into  service  for  the  purpose 
of  manning  several  important  posts,  ^toateid  it 
a  great  distance  from  the  States  from  wholes 
they  were  drawn,  without  giving  any  inatme- 
tion  for  retaining  them  in  servioe  for  six 
months,  when  it  is  evident  that  tfae  tiiorur 
terra  of  three  months  mnst  have  been  chiefly 
coiisnnied  in  disbibnting  them  among  the  poets 
to  which  they  were  ordered,  then  was  he  guilty 
of  a  most  gross  and  criminal  omiMion  of  daty. 
If  a  late  Sewetary  of  War  proceeded  to  exer> 
cise  such  extensive  powers  without  the  mdc- 
tion  of  the  President,  or  faUed  to  renew  his  ia- 
structiona  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  ao- 
cording  to  the  reqniutiona  of  the  law,  aiid  iba 
exigencies  of  the  war,  tfien  was  he  guilty  of  a 
nsnrpation  of  authority,  or  a  neglect  of  an  im- 
portant duty.  I  confess  I  am  not  ready  ta 
admit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tetmeasee  could 
be  charged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  coo- 
duet,  in  proceeding  to  act  under  discretiooaiy 
powers,  conferred  without  any  other  limit  aa  to 
the  time  in  which  they  were  to  be  considered  op- 
erative, than  the  termination  of  the  war,  even  if 
the  fact  be  that  his  instrDctions  were  not  m- 
newed  in  the  Spring  of  1614.  Dut  bow  a 
chaive  of  improper  conduct,  or  responsibility 
fur  the  blunders  and  omissions  of  others,  if  any 
ench  there  were,  con  be  fixed  upon  the  mere 
instrument  and  oi^an  appointed  for  the  czeca- 
tioQ  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  his  snperion 
in  office ;  how  such  a  charge  can  be  fixed  npoa 
the  distinguished  individoal  to  whom  I  have 
more  than  once  alluded,  for  retaining  in  service 
the  detachment  of  militia  referred  to  in  the 
resolution,  during  a  term  ef  six  montlts.  and 
treating  them  accoi-diugly,  when  it  is  known 
tiiat  be  ordered  out  that  detachment,  acting 
then  as  Mi^or  General  of  militia,  and  that,  in 
doing  so,  he  obeyed,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  aa 
order  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  T»- 
nesaee,  expressly  stating,  npon  the  £ace  of  M, 
that  the  detaohment  was  to  serve  six  m 
and  that  the-  Seeretary  of  War  had  anth 
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hit  iMJtade  of  die  call',  is  to  me  most  inoonk' 
iTeheamble.  Bat  if  it  be  againBt  him  that  this 
tMlation  la  int«Dded  to  operate,  then  I  would 
«mind  gentlemen  that  thej  begin  their  attacks 
it  the  imng  end,  and  that  there  ii  but  little 
nagnaiiimitj  in  etriking  at  the  tail,  instead  of 
he  head,  of  the  offending  series  of  public 

I£r.  Odlpkpbb  said,  that  he  did  not  know  the 
lUtivee  of  other  geot^men,  and  he  thought 
hat  the  House  had  notiiing  to  do  with  the  mo- 
ives  of  any  of  ^ts  mambers.  Their  conduct 
lone  was  die  proper  eni^eet  of  animadversion. 
fkat  I  want,  said  Mr.  0.,  in  this  case,  is  the 
nth,  and  nothing  bat  the  tmth,  and  I  intend 
a  more  to  ta^  the  reaolntton  and  amendment 
tt  the  table,  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  m^ 
lonanlt  together  and  agree  npon  the  proper 
'ona  of  thia  call,  withont  fnrther  dispote  on 
lus  floor.  I  want,  I  repeat  it,  nothing  but  the 
rath.  I  haveno  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  BQb- 
eet,  bat  a  Tery  strong  wish  to  get  clear  of  thli 
wj  disagreeable  deMte. 

Hr.  Polk  sud :  The  ostensible  object  of  the 
'esolation  seemed  to  be,  to  obtain  information 
kom  the  Departraent  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
letachmeat  of  militia,  of  which  the  "els 
■ilitiamen,"  execnted  at  Mobile,  nnder  sen- 
enoe  of  a  court  martial,  for  the  crime  of  mati- 
if  and  deaertion,  in  1814,  were  a  part ;  and 
rtt  the  gmtlaman  from  Ohio  profiosea,  br  the 
violnUon,  to  call  for  the  whole  coirespondenoe 
Mtween  the  Secretarj  of  War  and  the  Qov- 
nor  of  Tannesaee,  not  otHj  in  relation  to  this 
Mrticnlar  detachment  of  militia,  bat  from  the 
mnmenoement  of  the  war,  in  181B,  until  its 
lamination.  The  gentleman  was  not  content 
o  have  the  ootrespondenoe  in  relation  to  this 
Mrtieolar  detachment,  which  was  already  em- 
>raced  in  another  part  of  his  resolution,  hot 
lesired  all  the  correspondence  which  ever  took 
ilaee  between  the  Secretarj  of  War  and  the 
ih>vemor  of  Temiesaee,  daring  the  whole  war, 
n  relation  to  other  detachments  called  into  the 
inblic  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
Hods.  He  ooold  not  perceive  the  purpose  to 
it  effected  hj  calliag  for  a  lengthy  oorrespond- 
soce,  which  had  no  connection  with  the  main 
>l^e«t  of  the  inquiry,  nnless  it  was  to  obsonre 


L  Why  had  not  the  gentleman  likewise  cidled 
br  all  the  correspondence  with  the  Governors 
if  other  Statea,  whose  militia  were  in  the  pnb- 
k  serrioe  dnring  the  war  1  It  wonld  have  jnat 
IS  mneh  to  do  with  the  "  six  militiamenj'  as 
ihat  part  of  the  oorrespondence  with  the  Got- 
nnor  of  TennMsea  which  does  not  relate  to 
Ihe  service  of  the  "  sii  militiamen,"  or  the  de- 
tachment t«  which  they  belonged.  He  wished 
the  ioformation  called  for,  when  received,  to 
(tand  naked  before  the  public,  and  to  be 
■tripped  of  aU  extraneons  matter. 

Mr.  SAmtoLPB  said,  that  no  poerible  modifi- 
eatim  oonld,  in  anywise,  affect  the  coarse  he 
had  chalked  oat  to  htmMli^  aod  &>r  MtMoa 


which  he  wonld  now  briefly  state.  I  will 
promise,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  I  throw  no  light  npon 
the  subject,  that,  at  least,  I  will  not  (to  borrov 
a  word  ased  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Mune)  "  obfuscate  "  it. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  the  gentJeman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Ovu-Kraa,)  in  hia 
view  of  this  matter.  Before  he  made  his  mo- 
,  I  had  expressed  a  similar  opinion  to  the 


genUen 


1  fhim  Lomsiana,   (Mr.  Livikobton.) 


sorry  he  withdrew  it.  I  think  the  Honse 
onght  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all  And 
wljy  I  Becaose,  sir,  disgoiee  it  as  mnch  as  we 
will — as  much  oa  we  can — it  is  a  matter  (aa 
was  said  in  another  body,  on  a  very  different 
occasion)  as  notorious  as  the  son  at  noon-da^, 
that  the  state  of  public  feeling  throughoat  thia 
country,  (and  what  are  we  but  the  poise,  Uie 
artery,  which  shows  the  action,  the  sanity,  or 
the  unsoundness  of  the  heart  t)  is  such,  that,  if 
this  game  is  once  commenced,  there  will  be  no 
end  to  it>  Bir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  gen- 
tlemen's motives.  I  am  bound,  not  only  by  the 
Rales  and  Orders  of  this  House,  and  by  a  sense 
of  decorum,  which  ought  to  be  a  still  stronger 
restraint  on  every  gentleman,  but  I  am  bound 
by  evidence  before  my  senses — to  believe,  that 
the  motives  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  can- 
not be  sucli  as  have  been  imputed  to  him. 
And  whyt  It  Is  notorious,  that  yon  affect  a 
balance  as  much,  by  taking  out  of  one  scale,  aa 
by  putting  into  the  other ;  and  alter  what  I  hay« 
seen  in  the  public  prints,  under  his  name,  he 
can  never  surely  mean,  by  taking  out  of  the 
scale  A,  to  give  nreponderanoe  to  the  scale  B. 
1  wonder,  sir,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  the 
very  acute  and  astute  perception  of  tiie  gentle* 
man  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Sfbaode,)  liiat  there 
was  another  occasion  for  this  information,  be- 
sides the  bill  from  the  Benate  on  the  snbjeot  of 
the  militia  laws.  This  Honse,  In  the  lyt  re- 
sort, may,  by  the  constitotion,  be  called  npoa 
to  decide  that  question  on  vhich  the  puolio 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  so  great  and  so  jostifiable 
inftammatioD.  Now,  as  we  may  be  c^ed  nprm 
the  next  session,  to  decide  that  question,  and 
good  managers,  all  people  of  forecast,  like  to 
be  beforehand  with  their  business,  it  is  no 
doubt  highly  proper  that  we  should  proceed 
now  to  get  alt  the  information  we  may  need  in 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  But,  sir,  it  is 
time  to  dimisH  this  style  of  treating  the  subject 
— it  demands  a  graver  tone.  A  bill  from  the 
Senate,  affecting  the  militia  laws  of  the  United 
States— well,  sir— a  bull  shall  I  call  it,  or  an 
anathema  got  np  by  some  of  those,  under 
whose  order  certwn  militiamen  were  shot  at 
Norfolk,  is  thrown  in  contemporaneously — not 
with  the  bill  from  the  Senato— no,  sir — that  ia 
a  different  affair,  but  with  this  motion ;  aa 
anathema,  sir,  has  been  issued  from  the  laborar 
tory  of  the  modem  Vatican,  and  conies  to  us 
via  Bicbmond — yes,  sir,  via  Richmond — and  a 
nuncio  has  been  despatched — (I  Iwlieve  I  moat 
drop  the  metiq>hor,  or  it  will  drop  me) — wdL 
idr,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  despatched,  aoi 
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hu  toncbed  at  ibit  port,  on  hU  wa^  to  Kch- 
mond,  for  inBtractioiu — yes,  ur,  in  meroantile 
phrsae,  deafed  out  for  Cowea  and  a  tnar^l — 
to  Oow«,  and  irait  for  inatrnctioiia  from  Lon- 
don. Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Oarolina 
dewrrea  oor  thanka  for  having  torn  the  inaak 
off  this  thing  jesterd^.  It  is  the  corse  of  this 
tga — the  opprobriam  of  this  cobntry,  in  its 
legisUtion,  lliBt,  in  grave  concsrtta,  requiring 
the  deliberation  of  Btatesmen,  itnd  the  decision 
of  ooDunon  sense,  a.  ajstem  is  porsned  of  artifi- 
cial reMoning,  and  of  special  pleading,  drawn 
from  the  forensic  eobool,  (where  it  may  be  vmj 
right  and  proper,)  and,  while  we  are  debating 
about  the  oanger  of  having  our  beada  chopped 
off  by  the  myrmidons  of  a  osoTper,  we  are 
onnelvea  chopping  logic  [By  the  way,  air,  I 
Tas  extremely  sorry  tbat  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Hr.  Stobbb,)  who  spoke  to  ns,  the 
other  day,  aboat  Cicero,  did  not  &vor  the 
Eonae,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  disaertation  on 
tiie  anbiect  of  the  Boman  oooches,  unt  of  one 
of  which,  he  told  ns,  with  great  good  breeding, 
that  Cioero  atret«bed  his  neck,  that  it  might  be 
struck  off.*  Sir,  J  should  greatly  like  to  see  a 
model  of  one  of  those  coaches — I  would  send 
it  to  Longacre,  by  way  of  specimen — yes,  sir, 
not  as  a  model,  but  as  a  curiosity.]  Qreat 
pnblio  mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into 
this  House  the  aystem  of  wo^-cat«hing,  and 
watching,  and  quibbling,  and  quirking,  from 
the  Court  below — it  willhardly  do  even  there. 
Bir,  this  practice  is  as  notorioos  as  another, 
confessed  to  prevail  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  a  subject  of  the  most  vital  tntereat  to  the 
liberties  of  Englishmen — it  is  as  "  notorioos  as 
the  Hun  at  noon-day."  We,  air,  are  coontry 
geoUemen,  pMn  planters,  or  farmera,  aome- 
Bmea  styled  clodhoppers — we  have  not  a  fair 
chance  under  snch  a  system ;  and,  what  ia 
woraCj  onr  constitoents  have  noL  Sir,  it  is 
time  we  had  done  with  this  practice,  of  look- 
ing one  way  and  rowing  another.  I  entirely 
ooncnr  with  the  view  presented  to  ns  in  tile 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Ur.  Cm-PEPEB) — I  hope  I  may  say,  without 
offence,  the  Reverend  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  Sir,  I  applaud  bim  for  preaching 
peace — not  peace,  air,  with  the  enemy,  in  time 
of  war — "Blessed  are  ibe  peacemakera I  " — 
bat  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  preach  the  love 
of  enemiea  in  time  of  war.  Let  me  ask  of  this 
House,  if  they  can  ima^ne  a  case  in  which,  by 
bringing  forward  a  motion  in  this  Honee,  every 
part  and  any  part  of  the  pnblio  conduct,  (for 
we  shall  hardly  invade  the  sanctuary  of  domes- 
tic life,}  bnt  the  poblio  oondoct  of  either  or  any 
one  of  the  parties  now  moat  prominent  before 
the  nation,  may  not  he  attacked  t  Bir,  cannot 
we,  too,  bring  motion  alter  motion,  to  bear  on 
one  of  them  I  We  can :  and  I  will  t«ll  the 
genUeman  from  Maine  how — he  does  not  need 
to  be  told— bot  1  speak  for  the  information  of 


those  out  of  thia  House — a  resohitira  eu  1» 
introduced,  bringing  a  charge  agunst  the  IGii- 
ister — another  motion  can  be  brought  ignnA 
the  conduct  of  some  of  our  diplomatjo  igeDt>-' 
and  then  we  shall  discnss  it  here  pro  iitd  on 
— aucb-a-one  versus  snch-a-one — and  tlm  n 
mnst  have  another  "  blow-out " — and  tlM 
again  the  same  thing  may  be  done  ou  the  tp- 
propriatiou  of  money.  Sir,  it  is  endkes;  uu, 
therefore,  I  think  we  ought  to  remeiDi>a'tbt 
old  doctrine — a  doctrine  I  have  long  pradied 
in  this  House,  and  which  I  ever  shall  presdi, 
oiita  printipiii.  Occasion  enou^  can  U 
given  for  every  man  to  show,  on  the  flowt' 
this  Honse,  how  much  he  is  or  ia  notapiiti- 
son.  And  where  will  it  eod  t  With  the  o- 
ception  of,  perhaps,  the  neceesary  approprilfiu 
bills,  scarce  any  thing  else  will  l>e  done  tUl 
aeesion.  For,  do  genUemen  believe,  if  tUi 
thing  ia  done  on  one  nde,  It  will  not  be  im 
on  the  other  t  Do  old  and  practised  stateina 
suppose  that,  if  they  tramp,  their  advensriM 
will  not  tmmptoot  Why,  sir,  J  thou^ttU 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.  Tea,  sir,  tlirt 
Boyle  had  taught  them  better.  Bar,  we  duS 
have  our  tables  flooded  with  snch  reEoluticn. 
No,  sir,  let  ns  do  what  all  men  oannct  it  ill 
times  do,  and  some  at  no  time — let  ns  do  li^ 
sir,  fearless  of  the  consequences.  I  know  Jtrj 
well,  what  a  bugbear — what  a  ghost  irill  U 
conjured  np,'if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tsU* 
sh  J^l  prevalL  Yea,  sir,  it  will  be  add,  we  m 
abontto  "pot  ont  tbe  light,  and  then"— ud 
then,  sir,  to  smother  the  oonstitatioD ;  to  cat 
the  throat — not  of  Cicero,  mr,  no,  sir— hut  d 
poor  half-suffocated  Desdemono — of  the  eoe^ 
tutJOD.  Sir,  this  is  a  responsibilitf  I  am  vil- 
ing  to  meet;  if  I  was  not,  I  w'onld  not  ibov 
my  face  here.  When  inquired  of,  I  should  mj 
to  my  constituents,  "  A  motion  was  nude  ifl 
this  House,  calling  for  information  abont  Iki 
six  militiamen — the  public  papers  and  the  Rid>- 
mond  manifesto  are  full  of  the  subject  It  In* 
been  worn  threadbare.  We  were  calkd  (^ 
to  second  tfae  Anti-Jackaon  meeting  ti  BkIi- 
mond.  It  must  have  led  to  recriminattoD.  Vt 
should  have  bad  tbe  same  game  played  otv 
and  over  agun,  iterum  ittrumque.  It  Tsnld 
only  have  led  to  iU  blood  and  calling  JOOii, 
and,  therefore,  I  endeavored  to  put  an  eod  to  it 
at  its  commencement."  Bir,  if  the  Diiliti*l**i 
want  mending,  they  will  not  get  it,  take  jbj 
word  for  it,  this  session. .  Our  militia  laws,  ar, 
are  like  some  reprobates — alwaya  about  to  it- 
form,  or  to  be  reformed.  We  do  not  w«Bttl» 
information  to  act  on  the  bill  from  the  StfUt^ 
and  as  for  the  other  object,  most  of  us,  1  Re- 
lieve, are  pretty  well  prepared  to  act  en  w^ 

I  promised,  whNi  1  rose,  that  if  I  dxd  M 
light  upon  the  auhjeot,  I  would  at  least  ■- 
deavor  not  to  make  it  more  obscnre.  I  cu^ 
promise  t  fumo  dare  Ivetm,  but  I  will  dc*  M 
my  aid  to  ruse  a  smoke  to  obecnre  tbe  J«4f 
ment  and  to  inflame  the  mind'a  eye  of  (W 
Honse.    WithoU  wishing  in  the  least  to  to*- 
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Btall  debate,  or  pat  it  oat  of  tJie  power  of  any 
genUemaD  to  reply  to  m<i,  I  ahail,  before  I  take 
mj  Beat,  renew  die  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Oaroliua,  QSi.  PuifXPZit.)  I  aball 
more  that  the  resolation  and  the  amendment 
be  laid,  to  lie  npon  tJie  table.  Bat  I  shall 
withdraw  the  motion  if  any  friend,  or  if  any 
adversary — for  I  trust  I  have  no  enemy  here — 
■ball  reqneat  it.  It  is  a  case  in  which  I  would 
yield  more  readily  to  the  reqoeet  of  an  adver- 
sary than  of  %  friend. 

Mr.  Rasimlpr  so  moved  aocordlngly  r  when 
Mr.  Wkkiu  said,  I  request  the  gentieman  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bandolfb  retaining  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wkkks  sud,  I  call  upon  ths  gentleman 
to  comply  wttb  the  promise  he  has  jnet  given. 
Mr.  Randolph  still  keeping  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wmis  said,  I  oall  upon  the  g«atleman 
to  ftilfil  his  promise. 

Mr.  Bahdolph  now  rose,  and  etiA :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  comply  with  it.  I  promised 
uat  if  any  Mend,  or,  mnoh  more,  any  adver- 
sary, shoiUd  make  the  request,  I  would  with- 
draw my  motion.  I  have  never,  thank  God, 
refased  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break 
Diy  promise.  But,  as  that  honorable  geDtlenian 
stands  to  me  in  the  relation,  neither  of  a  friend 
nor  of  an  adversary,  I  shall  not  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  question  being  An  Mr.  Randolph's 
motion, 

Mr.  Sloaxe  requested  that  it  be  taken  by 

gias  and  nays.  It  was  so  ordered  by  the 
ouse,  and  were — yeas  42,  nays  ISO. 
Mr.  Wriois  sajd  he  felt  very  mnch  gratified 
to  find,  by  the  vote  just  taken,  that  so  large  a 
m^ority  of  the  House  thought  with  him,  that 
a  subject  of  such  importance  ought  not  to  be 
smothered  or  nipped  in  the  bud  (if  he  might  be 
allowed  to  use  the  eipreaaiou)  at  the  iastant 
sn^^eetion  of  any  member,  and  more  especially 
so.  when  the  vote  seemed  almost  to  jnatify 
wnat  he  was  about  to  offer  as  advice  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  fhim  Virginia,  who  had 
thought  proper  to  quot«  die  same  anthority  as 
it  rcftards  peacemakers :  "  Blessed  are  the 
peaoemakera,"  &a.,  was  his  remark.  "  Let 
Uiat  man  who  esteemeth  that  he  knoweth  all 
tilings,  remember  that  he  knoweth  nothing  yet 
as  he  onsht  to  know."  I  have  no  idea,  sir, 
said  Mr.  W.,  of  any  one  individual  memi«r  of 
this  House  undertaking  to  suppose,  when  he 
has  made  a  speech,  that  every  one  is  to  be 
hushed  by  his  shutting  the  door  upon  them, 
bocause,  forsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  they 
cannot  or  dare  not  introdace  a  word  in  reply 
to  him.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  member 
from  Virginia  had  volnntarily  promised  to 
withdraw  nis  motion  to  lay  the  resolation  on 
the  table,  if  any  gentieman  snggested  a  desire 
to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  npon  rising  and  re- 
ooesting  him  to  suapend,  or  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, to  have  found  him  willing,  at  oooej  to 
comply ;  finding  this  not  to  be  his  dispoution, 
I  exprewed  a  nope  that  the  gentleman  would 
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comply  with  his  word ;  and  whether  that  gen- 
Ueman  considers  me  as  standing  in  the  relation 
of  friend  or  enemy,  or  neither,  towards  bim, 
sir,  was  neither  a^ed  nor  cared  about,  [Here 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asked  permission 
of  £e  gentleman  from  Maryland  to  apolo^ze,] 
Mr.  Wbbhs  sdd  he  asked  no  apology,  but 
wonld  give  the  gentieman  from  Virginia  an  op- 
portunity to  explsjn;  when 

Mr.  Rasdolph  sud,  nothing  was  ftirtber 
fh>m  his  intentions  than  to  say  any  thiiw  nm* 
courteous.  The  gentieman  from  Maryland, 
said  Mr  R.,  had  colled  on  him  in  so  imperative 
a  tone,  that  that  h^pened  which  often  hap- 
pens  in  similar  cases.  We  often  refnse,  what 
we  should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness, 
when  we  conceive  onrselves  to  be  ratlier  more 
enforced  than  we  like  to  be.  Bnt,  the  candor 
of  that  gentieman  will  induce  him  to  aoknowl- 
edge  that  I  stated  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  is  the  actnal  fact,  when  I  said,  that  ha 
stands  to  me  in  neither  of  the  relations — either 
of  adversa^  or  friend.  I  can  assore  him,  how- 
ever, that  I  shall  never  again  ofl^nd  the  gentle* 
man  by  noticing  him  in  that,  or  in  any  other 

Mr.  Wbehs  sud  he  was  not  disposed  to  trifle 
with  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  attempt,  in 
the  slight«st  degree,  to  disouss  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  subject  to  which  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House,  barely  calling  for  infor- 
mation, pointed.  But  he  rose  to  offer,  first, 
his  thanks  to  the  gentieman  flrom  Ohio,  for  in- 
trodncing  the  resolution,  in  any  shape  that 
would  eveatnally  obtain  all  the  information 
immediately  relating  to  the  subjeot  He  oared 
not  about  the  form,  or  phraseology,  provided  it 
resulted  in  laying  before  the  nation  the  truth, 
and  nothing  bnt  the  tmth.  He  agreed,  to  the 
follest  extent,  witli  the  gentleman  from  Maine^ 
"that  it  was  nut  our  privilege  to  Judge  men's 
motives ;"  and  he  hoped  he  might  be  idlowed 
to  offer  another  quotation,  as  it  seemed  fadiion- 
able  to  do  so,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  with- 
out inonrring  the  ^pellstion  (sarcastically,  or 
otherwise)  of  reverend  gentieman  from  Mary- 
land :  "  Who  art  thou,  oh  man,  that  jodgest 
another  man's  servant )  before  hu  own  master, 
he  standeth  or  falleth."  8ir,  said  Mr.  W  this 
subject  has  now  been  introduced,  and  I,  ba 
one,  am  unwilling  to  return  home  to  the  high- 
minded  freemen  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  say  to  them,  I  voted  agunst  this 
inquiry,  because  I  feared  to  trnst  my  strong 
pr^ndices  and  pBrtJalities.  That  might  answer 
for  the  gentieman  fWim  Virginia,  bnt  it  wonld 
not  answer  for  me.  Mr.  W.  protested  against 
being  governed  by  any  sneh  iofluenoe.  The 
sovereign  people  of  Maryland  felt  anxious  for 
information,  and  would  not  be  content  without 
it,  and,  for  himself,  he  could  with  tmth  declare 
that  be  wished  it,  and  would  receive  it  anj- 
how, '  rather  than  not  have  it,  although  he 
wonld  prefer  having  it  without  any  thing  like 
that  massive  weight  that  accompanied  some  of 
oar  doooments :  for  insbuice,  tna  Qeorpa  at- 
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hit — the  inunetue  bulk  of  which  deterred 
■ImoBt  OTery  nun  from  attemptiog  to  wade 
through  it.  No,  sir,  said  Hr.  W.,  that  men 
vhoee  character  and  ooadoct  are  to  be  affected 
bf  it,  will,  like  pnre  gold,  leven  timea  refined, 
be  foond  the  more  pore  the  oftener  hia  conduct 
or  patriotiam  shall  be  scrutiiiiKed.  T  shall  not 
trouble  the  Honse  further,  at  this  time,  said  Mi. 
W.,  from  a  hope,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  ftod  the  gentleman  fW)m  Kentni^;  will 
be  able  so  to  modify  the  proposition  as  not  onlv 
to  agree  themselves,  but  to  produce  an  aocOTd- 
•nce  throngbont  the  House. 

Mr.  WKiam,  of  Ohio,  said  he  bad  but  a  few 
words  to  say,  and  wonld  trouble  the  Eonse  bnt 
a  short  time.  If  I  aoderstand  the  question, 
Jii.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  part  of  the 
resolnUoD  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  bj  the 
notion  of  uie  gentleman  from  Eentncky,  (Hr. 
WioKLiTFE,)  embraces  a  call  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  Government  of  the 
Union,  with  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  time  the  drafted  militia  of  that  StatA 
■hoold  be  continued  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Btatea — for  copies  of  any  orders  of  the 
President,  directing  such  drafted  militia  to  be 
retted  nnder  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
tor  a  period  beyond  three  months ',  and  if  no 
such  order  existed,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  certify  that  fact  to  tiie  House.  Such  is 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Eentncky, 
to  refose  the  call  so  far  aa  I  have  apecifled. 
But,  air,  how  is  the  motion  supported  bj  the 
argument  of  the  mover,  and  b;  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  over  the  way  t  They  all  tell 
Ton,  we  want  all  the  facts — alt  the  documents ; 
but  we  wonld  abut  the  door  upon  Uie  opinions 
of  the  Beoretary,  or  his  arguments.  I,  too, 
want  the  faeti  and  doeummtt,  and  no  opinumt 
or  iKrfwnentt;  and  will  not  any  gentleman 
perceive,  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
over  that  part  of  the  resolntion  proposed  to  be 
struck  ou^  that  these  arguments  are  directed 
against  matter  which  has  no  ezietence  in  fact  1 
Sir,  is  it  argument  or  opinion,  to  furnish  us 
wiA  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
Qovemor  of  Tennessee  t  Is  it  argument  or 
opinion  to  furuiah  a  copy  of  the  Executive 
order  to  continue  the  mihtia  in  service  longer 
than  three  months !  Or  will  it  b«  swd  to  tje 
argument  or  opinion,  if  no  Executive  order 
•nst,  to  certify  that  ^sle  fact  to  the  House? 
Sorely  no  gentleman  will  pretend  it  is  either ; 
yet  we  have  heard  much  of  a  desire  to  give  all 
the  facta  and  documents,  and  to  withhold  only 
opinions.  Let  us  have  all  the  documents,  and 
all  the  facts.  How  wiU  the  case  stand  before 
the  country,  if  the  motion  prevail  and  gentle- 
men deny  the  information  songbt?  We  may 
be  told,  if  the  information  obtained  bears  hard 
on  any  individual,  that,  if  the  whole  corre- 
nwndence  between  the  War  Department  and 
tite  Governor  of  Tenneesee  had  tieen  published, 
the  country  wonld  have  fonnd  ample  evidence 
to  justify  either  liie  Governor,  or  any  militia 
offioer  acting  nndor  him,  for  retuning  the  mili- 


tia in  question  for  nz,  instead  (rfthree  mootfa*; 
and  if  we  have  not  an  express  certificate  froB 
the  proper  officer,  that  no  order  of  the  PitM- 
dent  exists,  it  may  be  swd  it  has  been  witb- 
drawn,  I  therefore  want  the  whole  infonoa- 
tion,  correspondence,  and  docnmenia.  I  wish 
an  opportunity  of  Jud^ne  for  myself  what  tbey 
contain — to  have  the  light  shed  upon  my  own 
lind,  that  I  may  form  an  oplDion  myaelC  I 
a  not  believe,  sir,  for  I  could  not  impugn  any 
lan'g  motives,  there  can  be  a  tingle  geutl^nsa 
n  this  floor,  who  would  withhold  tke  informa- 
tion sought  for,  if  he  understood  the  snbjeot. 
Mr.  Flotd,  of  Virginia,  had  heard  il  dedare^ 
1  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  gentlemen  want 
information;  thattbey  seek  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  Trish  HA 
as  strong;  as  any  one ;  and  because  I  want  thi^ 
'  ''  I't  want  any  speeohee  traai  the  department, 
gentlemen  who  profess  to  want  Uie  cone- 
spondenoe  moet,  give  to  me  the  strongeitf  evi- 
dence, by  their  speeches  that  they  are  perfect^ 
conversant  with  it,  I  shall  not  dive  into  thai 
motives :  that  belonga  to  another  power — a 
power  from  whidi  ^is  Administration  ones 
darned  its  right  to  mle.  I  had,  like  otben, 
hoped  that  we  should  have  met  to  transact  the 
public  business ;  and  that  we  should  have  agreed 
to  leave  this  question  to  the  pec^le;  bnt  it  is 
in  vain  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  this  House  is 
intended  to  be  made  an  arena  on  which  to  ei- 
the  pasaioua  of  the  people.  We  see  an  in- 
dividual  branded  with  reproach,  for  having  oni- 
aented  to  the  exeontion  of  several  militiamen— 
who  are  nnrsed  by  the  pap  of  Ibe  Treasoiy 
t  is  no  expression  of  mine — pap — it  cwnes 
from  the  Treasury,  of  course  it  must  be  good — 
we  are  told  that  tbese  are  the  proper  scenes  to 
engage  the  minds  of  men,  and  not  the  vnlgsr 
scenes  of  bloody  war.  At  the  same  time  we  do 
see  a  General  of  the  United  States  trjiog  sd- 
diera  at  Norfolk,  and  shooting  them  too,  for  de- 
sertion. I  know  it  to  be  a  fact :  for  I  was  an 
eye  witness.  A  gentleman  near  me  sajs,  tbat 
these  were  not  militiamen.  I  believe  two  el 
them  were.  I  derive  my  information  fWwn  a 
source  entitled  to  at  least  as  much  credit,  as  if  it 
was  drawn  ftom  hired  and  pensioned  letter-wri- 
ters in  one  of  the  Departmentu.  Bnt,  sir,  if 
they  were  not  militiamen,  they  were  nwo; 
and  is  not  the  life  of  msn  dear!  And  an 
we  now  to  be  told  that  no  regard  ie  to  be 
shown  to  the  life  of  a  common  soldiert  My 
information  goes  atill  flirther.  An  ordo-  wii 
issued  b^  a  United  States  oommander,  to  go 
in  pnrsmt  of  a  deserter,  and  if  he  ooiud  not 
be  taken,  to  shoot  him,  and  he  was  sbot 
Why  was  not  the  aame  noise  made  then,  thit 
there  is  now,  and  why  was  not  inforraatian 
ot  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  the  same 
gendeman  or  his  friends,  who  have  stirred  this 
inquiry  t  It  is  true  I  belong  to  the  committee 
on  the  militia,  but  I  have  not  been  called  apoa 
to  attend  it,  until  this  mormng. 

Mr.  WicKLiFTE  DOW  signified  bis  agreemeet 
to  the  proposal  of  the  gentleman  from  TeaiH» 
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•^  (Hr,  Bill,)  to  modliy  bis  wnendment  in  Bach 
1  manner,  u  to  retain  tlio  call  for  the  whole 
nrregpondeDoe. 

Hr.  BLOAira  aim  exprewed  his  wiUlngneaa  to 
Dodify  hU  resolution,  b^  striking  out  the  fol' 
owing  words :  "  and  if  no  sDoh  order  exists  on 
be  files  of  the  War  Depsrtment,  to  state  that 
hot  to  this  Hoase.  " 

Hr.  BmiOKee  expressed  bis  r^^t  that  a 
{mple  resoSntion  calliog  for  informalion  should 
lave  taken  the  torn  this  had.  He  understood 
hat  oopies  of  docninents  could  not  be  ohtained 
h>m  the  pnblio  officers  without  a  legal  order, 
ind  he  thought  the  regalation  a  good  ooe. 
Jnder  that  Tegnlatioo,  it  was  impossible  that 
he  reoord  oalled  for  b;  the  resolation  of  the 
^Qtleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  SLOA.!(a)  should  ever 
m  to  the  pnblto  noless  hf  the  direction  of  this 
donse,  or  of  tlie  Senate. 

The  qaution,  said  Hr.  B..  for  m  to  settle,  is, 
vhether  this  information  shslt  be  laid  t>efore 
be  HoDse,  attd  the  pnblio  be  enabled  to  know 
he  truth  as  it  is?  What  the  nltertorintentioDB 
if  the  mover  may  be,  is  nothing  to  roe;  I  shall 
rote  for  injeetf  according  to  mj  own  Tiews  of 
mpriety — so,' I  presume,  other  gentJemen  will 
rote;  and,  even  if  the  rales  of  the  Honse  did 
M>t  rMtrain  me  ttom  a  riolstion  of  decorum,  I 
lOpe  I  shonld  have  civilitf  enough  not  ta  im- 
mte,  without  evidence,  to  U17  gentleman  in 
his  Honee,  motives  hostile  to  the  public  peace 
ind  to  the  safety  of  individnal  reputation.  It 
Monot  be  denied  that  maoh  cnriosit;,  to  rive 
t  no  other  name,  exists  in-the  public  mind,  in 
'eference  to  these  papers.  I  have  seen  the  evi- 
Icoce  of  it  in  those  records,  which,  from  our 
ihlldhood,  we  are  accastomed  to  conaolt — I 
Dean  the  chronicles  of  the  daj. 

It  is  oommonlj  said  that  certain  militiamen 
lave  been  executed,  and  it  ia  swd  by  some,  that 
hat  their  eiecotion  had  no  le^al  sanction. 
rtie  question  whether  that  execution  was  legal 
w  not,  is  one  on  which  great  auiletj  prevails. 
rhe  person  under  whose  orders  It  is  said  to 
lave  taken  place  is  a  person  of  great  conae- 
inenee  in  this  nation.  He  fills,  at  this  time,  a 
peat  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  occupies  moch 
rf  the  public  feeling,  and  I  ask  if  it  be  courtesy 
nthis  House  to  interpose  before  the  fiuta  of  the 
present  case,  any  otetacle  which  may  dLtap- 
point  the  pnblio  curiosity,  (if  it  is  to  receive  no 
)ettername,)qnickenedasthat  curiosity  now  is, 
md  anxious  aa  the  moatnnmanageable  appetite. 
ffhst  coartesy  will  it  be  to  lay  your  liaod  on  a 
|>art  of  the  dncuroents  inquired  for,  and  to  asy, 
theythall  not  go  to  your  constitneutst  Why 
will  yoQ  witlihold  from  them  what  either  the 
Friends  of  that  distinguished  individual,  or,  if 

Sm  will,  (lis  foes,  may  desire  to  lay  before  tbis 
oose  t  For  myself  I  should  be  satiafled  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sloane)  should 
■elect  one  portion  of  the  documents,  and  the 
^deman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Wioeutfe) 
shoDid  select  anotlier  portion.  I  should  be  satia- 
fied  with  their  discretion,  and  would  call  for 
the  whole.    I  would  not,  at  least,  transmute 


this  hall  into  an  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think 
better  of  my  country — of  this  House— of  those 
opposed  to  roe  and  those  who  are  with  me,  than 
to  apprehend  that  the  sword  of  the  gladiator, 
or  the  pistol  of  the  asaasain,  is  In  any  danger  of 
being  naed,  whether  here  or  elsewhere,  in  con- 
sequence of  our  decision  on  a  resolution  like 
this.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to 
produoeexasperation,itronstb«thew)thholding^ 
It  cannot  be  the  granting,  of  this  call.  The 
gantlemen  who  spoke  with,  bo  mnch  ardor  of 
their  illnstrious  friend,  spoke  only  as  a  man 
should  spe^  when  he  supposes  the  character  of 
his  fHend  ia  In  danger.  But  their  zeal  mi^t 
well  have  been  spared.  The  character  of  that 
illustrious  man  is  not  impugned.  Nobody  here 
haa  Injured,  or  wishes  to  injure  him.  Why  then 
should  his  anxions  friends  endeavor  to  forestall 


public  opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  public 
ear,  the  voice  of  truth!  11^  will  they  refuse 
to  aatiafy  pnblio  anxiety  I     Why  do  they  strive, 


with  eo  much  earnestness,  to  strike  out  from 
the  resolution  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  Prea* 
ident,  copies  of  which  are  stud  to  be  in  the 
Wu'  Department !  Why  do  they  dread  ao 
much,  if  such  oopies  are  not  there,  that  the 
Secretary  shall  say  they  ere  not  there  )  What 
would  gentlemen  hare  t  The  public  will  be- 
lieve the  signatare  of  the  Secrets^  of  War ;  for, 
prostrated  as  be  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wisbee 
of  his  enemies,  still  the  American  public  wiU 
believe  biro,  without  an  oath,  while  they  re- 
member that  he  belongs  to  the  State  of  Virgin- 
ia, although  be  be  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a 
member  of  the  Administration.  Uav  be  not  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  the  fact  be  so,  that  he  can- 
not furoish  copies  of  any  saoh  orders,  because 
they  are  not  in  his  office!  We  want  no  com- 
mentaries, no  glosses,  no  labored  enlauations. 
We  want  the  record  alone,  and,  if  it  b  not 
there,  we  want  him  to  certify  that  it  is  not 
there.  Sir,  what  will,  what  must,  the  pnblio 
think,  if  you  prevent  him  from  giving  this  cer- 
tificate I  I  do  BupDose  there  are  nbundanoe 
of  our  citizens  who  Icnow  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  If  you  put  forth  to  the 
world  a  certificate  in  some  unusual  form,  they 
will  have  too  mach  acnteness  not  to  perceive 
that  you  deny  them  the  knowledge  which  they 
desire  to  have.  I  might  beg  gentlemen  for 
their  own  sokes,  not  to  excite  such  irreustiUe 
suspicioos  in  the  poblic  miud. 

Mr.  Sloanb  signified  his  aoceptanoe  of  the 
addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Wioklifpb,  and  the 
resolntion,  as  thus  modified,  was  finally  adopted, 
in  the  following  form : 

"Rfoleed,  That  the  Seoretary  of  Wsr  be  fi- 
rected  to  farniah  tbia  House  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  ■  Coert  Martial,  which  comneaced 
lU  siniogs  at  or  near  Uot^e.  on  the  filth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, for  the  trial  of  cerC^n  Tennesaee  UUitiaiDea, 
together  with  a  copj  of  all  the  orders  for  tbe  01- 
gsnizBtion  of  said  Court,  as  well  as  those  aulie^ 
qnently  issued  in  relation  lo  Its  desl^ons. 

"  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  all  puftn,  latt 
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1,  rektiDg  to  tdd  Court  Har- 
till:  cni^es  of  all  orders,  genenl  or  Bpeci*!,  made 
or  imied  bj  tfaa  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  or 
bj  the  Beoretarj  of  War,  concerDing  or  relating 
to  the  length  of  lervioe  of  the  deUchnient  of  the 
Tenneaaee  Hititia,  detailed  ander  the  order  of  the 
Oovenior  of  said  State,  Issued  on  the  twentieth 
d>7  of  Uay,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  fonr- 
teen,  and  afterwards  placed  under  the  iromediaie 
eomnumd  of  Lieutenant  Colonal  Philip  Fipktn  ; 
■bo,  copies  of  such  order,  and  of  the  muster  and 

C7  rolls  of  said  Ullitlamen,  wl^ch  vaj  be  on  file 
the  Department  of  War. 

"  And  to  furtilsh  copies  of  an;  orders  of  the 
PreeideDt  or  Secretar j  of  War,  bj  which  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  discretiim  Tested  in  the  Prerident  bj 
the  8th  section  of  the  sot  of  ISth  of  April,  1814, 
the  term  of  service  of  tlie  Tennessee  HiliUa  may 
hare  been  extended  lieyond  three  months;  also, 
copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretarj  of  War 
to  OoTemor  Blonnt,  dated  the  11th  and  Slat  Jan' 
aarr,  1814. 

"  And,  also,  to  fiimish  co[des  of  anj  eorespond- 
.  ence  in  die  War  Department  twtween  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretarj  of  War  and  the  QoTemor  of 
Tennessee,  dnring  the  late  war,  on  the  subject  of 
the  time  which  the  drafted  militia  of  said  SUte 
■hould  be  reqnired  to  serTe  in  the  attoiet  of  the 
Vnited  Statea." 

FsiDAT,  3anjmr]  IB. 
Cat  of  Uarigny  D'AvUriM,  ' 

The  House  reanmed  tlie  consider&tioo  of  tbe 
Wll  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D'Anterive :  snd 
tbe  question  Teonrring  on  Hr.  Whtttljkkx'b 
motion,  pending  when  the  bill  was  last  before 
the  Hoase.  to  recommit  the  bill  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  ClaimB ;  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Hr.  GuBLnr  moved  to  aineDd  tlie  bill,  b;  add- 
ing tbe  following: 

"And  that  tbe  further  snm  of  t!U  be  paid  to 
the  said  D'AuleriTe,  lor  the  Injury  done  to  his  slave 
while  In  tbe  seirlce  of  the  United  Stales;  and  for 
nodical  attendance  on  tsld  ^re." 

Mr,  Ebbb  said ;  Mr,  Breaker,  from  tiie  se- 
riom  tgptat  in  which  this  aa^ect  is  now  pre- 
(ented  to  the  whole  nation — notwithstanding 
tbe  opinions  first  entertained,  that  it  was  of 
minor  importance — I  feel  mjself  nnder  a  sort 
of  moral  neceasitj  of  assigning  reasons  for  tbe 
TOte  I  sbell  give.  I  am,  sir,  decidedly  in  &Tor 
of  tbe  amendment  offered  br  tbe  gentleman 
from  Louisiana.  Altbongb  I  was  not  very 
et^citons  to  obtmde  myself,  the  other  daj, 
npon  the  attention  of  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  when  I  moved  its  rising,  and  when,  after 
ciring  way  for  the  explanation  of  a  gentleman 
from  New  York,  1  was  Intercepted  from  tlie 
Gbair  by  the  precipitancy  of  gentlemen  who 
rose  to  speak,  yet  I  confess  that  I  did  feel  a 
desire  to  declare  my  opinion  upon  the  qneetion 
in  debate,  inaamocli  as  my  eonstitnents  as  well 
as  those  of  others,  who  had  delivered  their  senti- 
menta  at  large,  had  a  direct  interest  in  it. 

Onr  local  situation — dwelling  as  we  do  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  late  the  scene 
moat  Teiatiom  predatory  war&re,  and  slwoys 
Azpoaed,  in  tame  of  war,  to  tbe  loia  of  that 


ries  of  property  whieb,  in  tbe  case  befor* 
House,  is  attempted  to  be  refined  away — 
gives  ns  an  interest  in  the  question  not  fir 
short  of  that  of  Southern  men.  I  am  not,  ar,  i 
Sonthem  man — strictly  so  celled — bnt  I  feel,  ud 
my  eonstitnents  feel  drawn  towards  tbe  fiofit 
of  tbe  South,  by  chords  of  sympathy  in  muy 
respects;  and,  in  that  perticnjar  interaet,  wtudi 
has  now  become  tbe  subject  of  contravene, 
even  on  this  floor,  we  have  a  common  rtaka 
Although  onr  concern  in  the  subject  is  not, 
perbaps,  so  important,  yet  the  interest  we  feel 
m  it  is  scarcely  less  Tivid  than  that  of  tlw 
Sonthem  planter.  Sir,  since  the  last  speech  <rf 
tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  whidi  be 
baa  portrayed  the  oonseonence  flowing  tiem 
the  premises  which  he  had,  himself^  most  kind- 
ly assnmed  for  the  advocatee  of  this  meanne- 
ss leading  to  the  destruction  of  all  civil  tiber^ 
in  this  country — I  cannot  content  myself  with- 
out an  bumble  effort  to  refute  the  lallacies  by 
which  it  is  attempted  to  blind  this  Hoom 
against  tbe  tme  import  of  the  question  before 

Gentlemen  now  say,  (some  of  tliem  at  least,] 
that  they  do  not  deny  tbe  geneAI  propontion 
that  slaves  are  property ;  yet  they  do  contend 
that,  j>ro  hae  vke,  tbey  are  not  property,  and 
they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  socb,  whoi 
taken,  or  lost,  or  fnjnred  in  tbe  public  aervice. 
Here  then  is  tbe  issue :  We  aver  that  slave* 
are  property  so  declared  by  law,  and  so  held  in 
tbe  view  of  tbe  constitntion.  It  is  the  report 
of  this  committee  with  the  bill  which  will  make 
up  the  record  of  our  judgment  here;  andifyoa 
bad  permitted  this  amendment  to  be  dropped, 
becense  of  tbe  insignificant  amoimt  of  the  cIsIdi 
of  Marigny  D'Auterire,  or  now  reject  it,  yen 
establish  a  precedent,  to  be  quoted  on  all  fatora 
occasions,  agtunst  the  most  important  clanni, 
and  against  redress  for  tbe  moet  serions  icdi- 
vidnal  losses :  and  t  have  no  donbt  it  would  ba 
set  up  by  some  as  a  solemn  deciaion  on  reeofd, 
that  slaves  are  not  property. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  by 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  to  do  aw^  an  im- 
pression that  they  would  in  any  maimer  im- 
pugn the  ri^ht  of  property  in  slaves;  and  it 
hoe  been  said  that  such  a  qnestion  will  never 
be  stirred  until  "  some  bold,  bad  man,"  ehsll 
r^ae  it  for  the  purpose  of  his  own  ambitieu. 
I  feel  hoppy  in  believing  that  this  bold,  bad 
man  has  not  yet  found  bis  way  into  this  Howe; 
bnt  I  have  made  some  note  of  tbe  opinions  and 
dispositions  of  men  in  different  quarters  upon 
tbia  subject.  Not  alone  in  the  East,  nor  in  the 
north,  bnt  in  the  Middle  States— aye,  in  the 
South,  even  without  tbe  instigation  of  that  am- 
bilion  which  has  been  asenmed  as  tbe  only 
motive  to  it — bold,  bad  men,  have  bad  the 
folly,  or  tbe  wickedness — call  them  fot^  o^ 
knaves,  if  yon  please,  (as  tbey  have  been  so  de- 
nounced by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,)  to 
avow  and  maintain  that  slaves  are  not  property, 
and  that  all  such  pretended  rights  ooght  to  be 
abolished.  I  trust  that  men  of  this  de«cri[dioa 
.  will  be  long  kept  from  Ihia  plaoe;  bnttheieii 
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DO  question,  they  have  been  seeking,  by  Bt«alth7 
steps,  to  make  their  wftj  into  the  State  L^is- 
latur«3,  for  the  eipress  purpose  of  Btirriog,  by 
slow  degrees  the  question,  of  slavery,  and  in 
due  season,  tne  solemn  one  of  nnivenial  eman- 
cipation. Yon  may  ooU  snch  people  bnaCics, 
hypocrites,  or  knaTes,  or  by  wbateoever  other 
epithets  of  reprobation  you  please,  bnt  aJl  the 
while  the  fatal  cooseqnenoes  of  their  principles 
and  th«r  movements,  may  spread  and  be  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  If  sach  a  char- 
acter ehoold  ever  show  his  face  in  this  House, 
I  trust  there  will  be  always  here,  men  of  firm- 
ness and  talent  t«  make  him  toe  Ibe  twig,  and 
avow  himself  cleariy  so  that  he  may  be  held  np 
to  the  soom  and  detestation  of  every  good  man 
in  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  here  say  that  they  do  not  deny 
the  light  of  property  in  slaves ;  bat  the  report 
of  tlie  conmiittee  does  ^ve  color  to,  ana  in 
effect  declares  the  doctrme  to  a  great  extent, 
and  in  so  much  destroys  the  rights  of  owners. 
They  aver  in  effect,  that,  ae  to  the  purpose  in 
view,  slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  not  to  be 
Bo  considered,  pfr.  K.  here  read  the  report  of 
the  eommittee  of  Uie  present  session,  and  pro- 
ceeded.] I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with 
reading  the  report  of  January,  1836,  referred 
to  by  the  present  committee,  and  adopted  by 
them,  OS  it  must  Ije  familiar  now  to  every  mem- 
ber; but  I  will  assert  that  the  foundation  of 
the  repoi-t  is  an  aatnal  denial  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves.  They  say  that  slaves  have 
not  been  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and 
paid  for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  tbe  puhlio 
service,  and  they  report  that  this  petitioner 
ought  not  to  have  relief.  No  matter  how  you 
di^ise  it,  common  langiiage  will  be  under- 
Stood  by  the  people,  and  they  will  conwder  a 
r^ection  of  this  amendment  as  a  decision 
against  the  right  of  property  to  this  extent; 
for  the  committee  do  aver,  that,  as  to  any  claim 
to  compensation  for  iqjory  done  to  a  ^ve 
taken  for  public  purposes,  such  slave  is  not 
considered  as  property,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
paid  for.  Now,  sir,  this  is  the  very  reason  why 
I  now  would  decide  aX,  once  that  they  are  prop- 
erty, and  so  to  be  considered,  and  settle  the 
question  forever.  I  stand  npon  the  ground 
that  slaves  are  property  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, and  should  be  paid  for  as  snch,  like  every 
other  species  of  property.  I  will  not  take 
npon  myself  to  lay  censure  on  an  honorable 
committee  of  this  House ;  but  I  must  say  that 
all  the  eicitement  which  has  been  exhibited  on 
this  occasion,  is  owing  to  the  mistaken  views 
of  their  report 

If  slaves  are  property,  as  admitted,  why  shall 
they  not  be  considered  as  snch?  I  will  put  the 
absurdity  to  this  House :  What  is  that  which 
is  property,  and  not  to  be  considered  snohl 
Snob  refinements  are  not  for  us,  sir.  If  _ 
tlemeu  knew  how  this  kind  of  thing  is  felt  by 
those  more  immediately  oonoeraed,  they  might 
excuse  my  earnestness.  If  slaves  be  property, 
vby  should  they  not  be  so  cunsidered  %    These 


are  oonverWble  propositions ;  and  they  are  prop- 
erty of  a  kind  the  most  valuable  and  most  ex- 
posed. Has  any  direct  reasoning  been  offered, 
on  general  principles,  or  from  the  oonBtitntdon, 
to  prove  that  though  slaves  are  property,  they 
are  not  to  be  considered  such!  Not  a  scintUlA 
of  reason  has  been  presented  to  support  the  po- 
sition. The  only  thing  like  argument  which 
has  been  attempted,  is  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Hr.  Wbittleset,)  that 
it  has  not  been  the  usage  of  the  Government  to 
pay  in  sncb  cases ;  bnt  all  the  instanoes  he  has 
cited,  have  been  shown  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  present.  If  they  were  qiplicabie,  I  would, 
on  that  account,  call  upon  the  House  now  to 
come  to  a  correct  decision  in  tiiis  case,  and  set- 
tle tiie  true  principle.  It  has  been  urged  that 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^ 
with  certain  views,  etmsidered  slaves  as  per- 
sons, they  are  but  a  qualified  property,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  paid  for.  Yon  may  bmbo 
the  property  for  the  public  use — deprive  the 
owner  of  the  services  of  his  slave,  and  carry 
him  into  danger  even  of  the  loss  of  his  life, 
and  if  he  be  injured  or  destroyed,  yon  will  not 
pay  I  I  will  tell  the  gentlemen  in  a  word  why 
slaves  are  property :  They  are  such  in  re^>eot 
of  the  ri^ht  of  the  owner  to  sell  them ;  not  like 
the  relation  between  master  and  apprentjce,  or 
father  and  son,  where  there  is  a  oontraot  or  a 
riglit  to  the  temporary  service — but  it  is  the 
a^lnte  power  of  disposing  of  the  slave  alto- 
gether, tJiat  makes  tiim  property.  Again, 
sir,  the  owner  of  the  slave  pays  a  tax  on  him, 
as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate ; 
and  that  is  tbe  peculiar  badge  of  private  pr(^ 
erty  in  relation  to  Government  The  slave 
was  property,  sir,  before  this  Government  was 
formed—was  such  under  tbe  laws  of  the  States 
and  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  he  had  been 
held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  before. 
This  General  Government  found  slaves  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  8tat«s,  and  ita 
power  cannot  impugn  the  right.  It  shall  not 
define  property  hut  must  take  it  as  it  was,  and 
oonstrue  the  constitution,  which  enjoins  oom- 
pensation  for  it,  when  taken  for  pnblio  use, 
with  reference  to  what  is  property  in  the 
States.  If  this  Government  takes  slaves  for 
the  public  use,  in  any  emergency,  it  can  only 
touch  them  as  the  property  of  the  owner ;  n<^ 
as  citizens,  for  they  are  not  snch ;  and  they 
cannot  be  enlisted  as  soldiers,  or  enrolled  in 
tbe  militia.  They  cannot  be  wlisted,  because 
they  are  slaves,  and  cannot  contract ;  and  they 
cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  because  the 
fundamental  militia  act  of  1TS3,  excludes  all 
bnt  free  white  males.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  do  away  this  right  of  prcaerty,  by 
comparing  slaves  with  approutices  \  out  they 
are  citizens,  and  participate  in  tbe  rights  ana 
burthens  of  the  Government,  and  are  not  prop- 
erty. The  force  of  this  suggestion,  however, 
has  been  triumphantly  pnt  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  by  the  brief  answer,  that 
,  if  there  were  any  anal^,  it  might  prove  tint 
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tm  of  bUtm  are  Dot  80  entitled. 

Hr.  8cTBSBLAin>  s^d  he  would  sdvanee  his 
TOWona  in  fftvor  of  the  unendmeDt,  making 
compeoMtioD  for  the  loss  of  the  Blare,  occnr- 
ring  from  his  working  at  the  entrenchments  at 
New  OiteuiB.  In  the  coarse  of  the  argument, 
•ome  gentlemen  had  urged  the  propriety  of 
paying  for  the  time  the  alave  wna  in  the  wr- 
vice,  bat  did  oot  feel  digposed  to  go  any  further. 
He  was  wilUng  to  paj  the  lom  the  master  had 
sasb^ed.  And  it  was  a  matter  of  no  oon- 
aeqnenoe  to  him,  so  far  as  related  to  his  to1«, 
whether  llie  man  was  impressed,  or  was  vol- 
ontwilj  sent  by  his  master.  To  pay  tlie  owner 
fortbehireof  UiissiaTe,  wasnot,in  his  opinion, 
"flill  Dompensatlon."  He  sud  he  wonld  sus- 
tain the  propriety  of  his  argument  from  the 
fkct,  that,  although  a  solder  receives  his 
nionthlj  pay,  yet  if  be  should  die  in  the  ser- 
yice,  a  pension  is  allowed  to  his  wife.  This  is 
a  matter  of  reparation.  It  is  intended  to  be  in 
the  natnre  of  an  ei^uivaient  for  the  1o«8  of  one's 
aervicet,  upon  which  the  wife  looked  for  sop- 
port.  He  Mid,  if  we  applied  this  principle  to 
the  owner  of  the  slave,  who  has  lost  his  ser- 
vices, therecan  be  but  little  difficnlty  Id  comiDs 
to  a  correct  conclasion  Qp»Hi  this  snb^ect.  And 
that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  by  Totmg  for  the 
amendment  botbre  the  House. 

Mr.  Etehktt  said :  In  the  first  place,  in  reply 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Kow 
York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  which  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (Mr.  Livikobton)  professed  himself 
unable  fully  to  answer,  I  would  observe,  that 
it  appears,  from  the  original  papers  of  the  case, 
that  the  slave  impressed  sustained  an  injury 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy ;  that  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  eye,  and  in  the  left  arm,  deprived 
of  his  eye,  and  permanently  weakened  in  his 
limb ;  lo  that  the  injury  suffered  was  the  direct 
and  not  the  consequeotial  effect  of  the  impress- 
ment. In  answer  to  the  other  demand  of  the 
•ame  gentleman,  vii:  for  a  measure  of  dam- 
ages, I  would  farther  observe,  said  Mr.  E,,  that 
a  tribunal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  nsnal  one  in 
anch  cases,  two  or  three  neighbors  had  testified 
that  they  fouoeired  the  owner  of  the  slave  to 
have  Buffered  an  injury,  to  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  now  claimed.  This  testimony 
may  be  seen  among  the  original  papers  of  the 
case ;  which,  thongb  too  long  to  be  convenient- 
ly read,  may  be  consulted  by  any  gentleman, 
at  the  clerk's  table. 

The  real  merits  of  the  question,  said  Mr.  E., 
may,  in  my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower 
limits  than  might  be  supposed,  from  the  wide 
range  of  Ihe  discussion.  The  claim  arises  under 
that  provision  of  the  constitution — the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution — by  which  it  is  guar- 
anteed that  "private  property  shall  "  '  """ 
taken  for  public  use,  without  Just  co 
tion,"  Now,  rir,  by  rejecWng  this  ame 
we  virtually  introduce  into  this  provision  of 
the  oonstitalioii,  the  qualification  "excepting 


staves. "     We  make  it  read,  "nor  shall  ynJttt 

firoperty,  excepting  slaves,  be  taken  fOTtbepab- 
lo  use,  without  Just  oompeusation."  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say,  without  scrajde,  that  i^  at  tbs 
time  of  diseusnnf;  and  adopting  this  smeod- 
ment  to  the  oonstitntion,  it  had  been  prepOMd 
to  insert  such  a  qnalification  of  it,  it  would  bin 
been  fatal,  not  merely  to  the  amendment,  but 
to  the  coustitation  Itself.  I  am  williiig  to  lean 
it  to  the  candor  and  conmion  sense  of  eTtiy 
gentleman  ia  the  House,  whether  a  propc«- 
tion  ^ing,  in  effect,  to  say,  that "  private  prop- 
erty  m  slaves,  might  be  taken  for  tiie  pnbBe 
use,  without  Just  compensation,"  would  hire 
Ijeen  entertained  for  a  moment,  when  the 
amendmHits  to  the  constitution  were  adopted. 

There  is,  I  own,  continued  Mr.  E.,  one  view 
of  the  matter,  which  strnek  me  with  some  force, 
as  an  objection  to  the  allowance  of  this  eUini. 
Admitting  the  principle  that  property  imprtts- 
ed  Into  the  pablio  service  is  to  be  paid  for.  On 
measure  of  compensation  is  to  be  sougbt,  ii 
what  would  have  been  the  terms  of  a  contract 
had  the  property  been  taken  under  contnrt 
with  the  owner  and  not  Impressed.  Now  it 
may  be  said,  that  no  person  hiring  a  tJsT<^ 
wonld  insure  his  life,  which  we  vMiallj  do 
if  we  pay  this  claim.  This  objection,  bowerH, 
seems  to  me  only  plansible.  Suppose  tb> 
mayor  of  New  Orieanfl,  instead  of  imprfsnng  i 
slave,  had  come  to  his  owner,  and  propOM^ta 
hire  him,  would  not  the  owner,  in  mwingMf 
terms,  have  said,  "this  is  no  common  eusof 
service;  yonwantthaman,  not  to  workiiiTOW 
garden  or  plantations,  but  on  the  lines,  when  b« 
is  to  be  exposed  lo  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  frwt 
morning  to  night.  I  cannot  yield  himUilH 
usual  rate  of  wages ;  I  must  be  paid  acoaidiof 
to  the  peculiarly  dangerous  nature  of  the  m^ 
vice."  Such  would  be  the  language  of  ttit 
owner ;  and  the  least  he  would  demand  vonU 
be  indemnity  agfunst  the  dam^e  actusDy  ti»- 
tatnad ;  on  the  common  principle  of  cootrscti 
he  ought  to  have  more ;  he  ougfit  to  be  iodeai- 
nified  against  the  rislt  of  the  total  loss  of  tin 
slave.  1  therefore  know  of  no  better  mesnn 
of  the  compensation,  to  which  ji'Aaterin  it 
now  entitled,  than  that  which  is  found  in  tli«e 
documents — the  Judgment  of  the  Phyiidin— 
the  opinion  of  the  neighbors,  that  a  Ion  to  tin 
amount  clumed  has  been  sustained:  fbriim 
sustained  by  the  direct  efibet  of  eipomit  to 
danger,  known  to  exist  when  tbe  man  wn  nt>' 
Jected  to  it,  and  against  which  his  owner  wmU 
have  stipulated  in  a  oontraot 

I  oann&t  admit,  said  Mr.  E.,  that  the  nstvn 
of  tbe  right  of  impressment,  or,  if  yon  ptw4 
the  quality  of  the  act  of  impreesnent  oei» 
sarily  comes  into  discnsrioo  here.  Te  ir* '"'' 
now  called  to  legalize  (if  I  may  use  that  wcrd) 
the  act,  by  which  this  property  was  impresiM. 
We  did  tbat  at  the  last  session  of  Coi^rrf* 
We  paid  D'Autertve  for  his  ot^er  propalr, 
taken  at  the  same  time.  On  the  uaesued'tlM 
bill,  making  appropriation  tor  him,  I  do  m( 
find  that  a  divjsbm  tocdc  plaee.   Tbeystfi" 
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BAjra  do  not  ftppeor  to  have  !>««□  wked.  1  cau- 
loi  Bod  the  Dane  of  either  of  m^  Mends 
torn  New  York  (Heisra.  Wood  and  f^OBus)  on 
record  against  the  allowanoe  made  to  Harignj 
[VADteriTe  last  Winter.  It  is  therefore  nnt 
low  a  qnestioD,  whether  we  shall  adopt  th« 
tet,  hj  which  this  man's  propertj  was  impresa- 
)d  into  tbe  public  service ;  but  whether,  having 
pud  him  for  a  part  of  it,  aod  with  a  report  from 
ihe  C(Miiiiiitt«e  c^  Claims  in  favor  of  anotlier 
part,  we  shall  refuse  to  pay  this  remaining  por- 
^n.  If  we  do  refose,  it  most  be  on  strong 
grounds,  applicable  to  this  parttcnlar  part  <^ 
ifae  property.      The  preliminarj  qneation  has 


pertr. 
ttled. 


Ur.  £.  said  he  should  not  ent«r  into  the  cou- 
dderation  of  the  prooedenta.  Among  all  which 
!ttd  been  cited,  there  appeared  to  be  but  one 
tt  an  impreseed  aUve,  and  that  one  was  not  a 
aae  follj  in  point;  because  the  injnrj  sns- 
Mlned,  HJtbongn  probably  the  effect  of  the  ez- 
Msure.  was  not  oertainlj  so.  Granting,  how- 
irer,  tbat  it  were  fully  in  point,  it  woald  still 
Dike  bnt  a  single  precedent  hitherto  produced, 
■gainstnieh  an  allowance  as  is  now  asked :  an  in- 
lafficient  ground  certainly  for  refusing  to  pay  for 
Iport  of  the  property,  while  yon  pay  mi  the  rest. 

The  orgament  agunst  this  clium  drawn 
Ihim  the  analogy  with  the  case  of  minors 
ind  apprentices,  who  might  die  in  the  military 
lervioe  of  the  country,  said  Mr.  £.,  I  heard 
vith  some  pun.  There  seems  to  me  no  reeem* 
ilance,  scarce  a  shadow  of  likeness,  in  the 
lases.  What,  sir,  shall  we  adopt  an  analogy, 
vhich  wonld  make  the  free  citizen  of  the 
MMintry,  beonnse  be  locks  a  year  or  two  of 
lie  term  of  le^a^mMority,  the  property  of  his 
master  I  The  most  that  can  be  said  is,  tliat  hL* 
naster  or  father  has  a  qaalified  property  in  his 
nrricee;  and  this  Is  balanced  by  obligations 
»entid!y  redncing  the  value  of  tbat  property 
m  a  pecDoiary  view.  Besides  this,  the  analogy 
npposes  what  cannot  happen.  The  minor  and 
tpprentice  cannot  be  impressed  into  the  service 
^  the  country.  If  they  enter  it  at  all  it  most 
!m  after  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  supreme 
itgislative  anthority  of  the  country,  emancipat- 
ing the  son  from  the  patria  poteitat,  making 
IM  apprentice  rat  yuru,  and  thenceforward 
nmpetent  to  fbnn  with  the  country  the  con- 
Iraet  of  military  service.  When  he  has  thus 
mtered  by  contract  into  the  militory  service  of 
llie  country,  he  is  there  for  himself  for  his  own 
rights  as  a  oitixea.  No  donbt  such  a  law  is 
■o  invasion  of  the  interest  of  the  parent  or 
lOBSter  in  the  minor's  services.  The  law, 
irhiob  has  been  referred  lo,  recognized  this,  iu 
urigning  them  a  part  of  the  bounty  money ; 
Imt  it  is  a  kind  of  interest,  which  if  extended 
Ic  a  oldm  for  an  indemnity  in  money,  for  the 
km  of  the  life  of  a  free  citizen,  wonld  be  in  op- 
pontioD  to  the  spirit  of  all  onr  institnlions. 

The  ease  of  the  slave  impressed  is  totallj 
different  The  analogy  fails  in  the  most  ira- 
Pottant  points.  He  does  not  enter  into  the  mil- 
Uary  service  of  the  country  by  contract.    He 


cannot  contract.  His  mBst«r  has  not  contracted 
for  his  slave.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  moment, 
when,  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
oounliy,  he  is  the  property  of  his  owner,  the 
Government  comes  by  force,  takes  him  away, 
and  destroys  him  in  the  public  service.  To 
make  the  case  parallel,  we  mnst  sDppoee  an  act 


Would  any  Government  think  of  passing  a  law 
simply  emancipating  the  slaves  of  its  citizens^ 
without  making  any  compensation  to  thur 
owners  t  Such  an  act  would  indicate  a  tyranny, 
as  absolute  as  any  that  ever  oppressed  a  people; 


persons  in  England,  who  were  contemplating 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  they  looked  too 
mnch  to  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  too  lit- 
tle to  the  rights  of  tlie  master ;  and  that  th« 
ideas  of  emancipation  and  compensation  on^t 
to  go  hand  and  hand. 

Vir.  A'T,w,  of  Massaohnsetta,  said  he  oonfdd- 
ered  that  the  right  of  the  master  in  the  slave 
WHS  foonded  solely  in  the  municipal  taw  of  the 
place,  and  he  was  bound  to  i^espect  the  right, 
OS  assured  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  this 
relation  is  recognized,  and  disclumed  all  right 
to  interfere  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  Qeners] 
Qovemment,  The  subject  was  ezclnsively  with- 
in the  competence  of  the  States  where  slavery 
exists,  and  this  Government  has  no  anthority 
or  power  over  it.  Still,  there  was  a  distincticai 
between  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave, 
and  that  of  the  owner  of  other  sntgects  of  prop- 
erty. The  right  of  the  master  rests  solely  m 
the  municipal  law  of  the  place,  and  is  limited 
to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State,  If  the  slave^ 
therefore,  pass  ont  of  that  jnrisdiotion,  and  into 
a  Government  which  does  not  recognise  this 
Iciod  of  property,  the  right  of  the  master  falla, 
there  being  no  law  to  sustain  it.  Not  so  with 
other  property.  This  is  founded  in  a  prindpla 
of  univenial  law,  and  the  right  of  the  owner 
is  recognized  and  protected  in  every  civilized 
country.  It  was  on  account  of  this  distinotioa 
that  the  holders  of  slave*  tbondit  on  es^veaa 
provision  necessary  in  the  Fedenu  ctmstitntioD, 
in  order  that  they  might  reclaim  them  when 
found  in  States  where  the  municipal  law  doe* 
not  anthotize  this  kind  of  property.  If  this 
property  hod  rested  ixa  the  some  fonndation  »• 
other  property,  no  such  provision  wonld  hav« 
been  neoessary.  The  owner  might  have  takra 
it  under  the  nniversal  law,  as  he  mi^t  other 
property,  or  might  have  found  redress  in  t^« 
courts  in  the  like  manner.  It  belongs  to  th« 
municipal  law  to  settle  relations  between  indi- 
viduals— to  regnlate  the  rights  between  private 
men.  Tlie  right  of  the  Government  over  the 
person,  and  to  the  proper^  of  the  citizen,  pei^ 
tains  to  the  public  law,  or,  u  it  is  aom^mea 
called,  the  law  of  empire. 

Mr.  Hailb  s^d  he  rose  principal^  for  the 
purpose  of  urging,  at  this  late  hour,  a  decisioa 
of  die  ijueetion,  as  he  was  satisfied,  in  hit  owm 
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mind,  that  the  oplnian  of  ever;  gentlemui  wu 
made  op ;  and  that  there  are  other  and  great 
laterests  to  be  coiuulted,  that  are  now  delayed 
hy  this  protracted  discuSBion.  He  wonid  ask 
if  on;  good  result  is  expected  to  grow  out  of 
the  dieoowion  of  matters,  foreign  to  the  qnca- 
tion,  and  that  have  no  reference  to  it  t  He  re- 
memhered  that  when  the  memorable  Uiwonri 

anegtion  was  agitated,  and  discosaed,  with  all 
le  eicit«nient  that  grew  ont  of  it,  that  the 
hopei  of  ,the  slaves  for  freedom  were  strongly 
ezoit«d — excited  in  some  Btatea  oven  to  rebel- 
lion, of  which  melancholj  examples  were  the 
oonseqneDces.  He  wonld  not  say  that  some  of 
the  luignage  used  and  ottered  in  this  debate 
might  sprMd  tlie  same  contagions  influence 
abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  coantry  in 
whose  peace  and  welfare  he  should  always 
feel  a  lively  interest  To  avert  a  calamity  like 
this,  was  his  principal  inducement  for  trespass- 
ing on  the  time  of  the  House.  Sir,  the  hopes 
of  the  slaves  for  freedom  may  be  ioBpired  by 
gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only 
add  another  link  to  the  chain  that  fetters  this 
population ;  they  only  add  to  that  onantnm  of 
misery  that  the  people  of  the  Bouut  have  at- 
tempted to  mitigate  by  kindness. 

No  gentleman  has,  he  believed,  pretended  to 
deny  tlte  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  nnqnal- 
ified  right  of  the  slave  owner.  This  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides.  But,  in  order  to  resist  the 
olaim,  ^ntlemen  say,  and  so  do  the  committee, 
that  this  "  species  t^  property  "  is  not  a  fit  sub- 

tit  for  indemnity ;  and  that  the  Government 
ve  never  regarded  slaves  as  property.  I  will 
not  condescend  to  argue  on  such  a  proposition ; 
I  trill  not  condescend  to  argne  the  fact,  whether 
slaves  are  property  to  the  master,  or  ever  w^re 
regarded  by  the  Government  as  such. 

The  onlv  true  question  seemed  to  him  to  be, 
whether  tne  officer,  under  the  exigencies  of  a 
■t«te  of  war,  may  not  impress  the  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen  t  I  place  slaves  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  property.  You  can  make  no 
distinction,  and  all  the  arguments  in  the  world 
Donld  not  weaken  this  position — a  right  con- 
■eorated  by  the  constitution — protected  and 
defined  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several 
States.  On  this  question  no  reasonable  man 
can  hesitate  for  one  moment.  The  right  of  im- 
pressment has  been  admitted  by  this  House  for 
many  years,  in  the  payment  of  varioos  claims 
of  individnals  for  property  impressed.  Will 
ve  stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives  that  op- 
«rated  on  the  mind  of  a  military  commander, 
invested  and  clothed  with  all  that  power  that 
springs  from  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm,  that 
power  that  originates  from  necessity,  that  knows 
no  law — will  we  stop  to  ask,  at  snch  a  moment 
of  danger  as  that,  whether  the  impressment  of 
property  for  the  public  service,  to  contribute 
to  the  general  good,  was  justifiable  or  not} 
What !  when  that  city,  which  is  the  key  of  all 
OW  western  States — 1  might  say  of  this  empire 
' — was  at  stake,  threatened  with  the  most  terri- 
ble evils  ttom  an  invading  foe,  was  it  an  hour 


to  cavil  aboat  law  I  Keoesu^  Rotated  kn 
for  that  occasion,  and  the  remit  oonvineed  (bt 
world,  that  the  means  employed  were  hcsMi- 
able. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  not  go  home  and  Idl 
my  constituents  that  I  deemed  their  ri^ti  rf 
property  so  precarious  as  to  jostify  me  in  thw 
defence.  I  would  as  soon  discuss  a  questini, 
whether  the  wool  which  grows  on  the  iheeptf 
OUT  northern  brethren  (about  which  we  uit 
lately  heard  so  much,  and  shall  soon  bear  mon] 
belongs  to  the  fanner  who  rears  it  This  rigbt 
of  property  is  sacred  in  every  State.  It  Mnnot 
be  touched  by  this  House — it  cannot  be  readied 
in  ita  le^alative  capacity.      It  is  beyond  tin 

i'urisdiction,  not  only  of  Congress,  but  of  Ibt 
i'ederal  Government.  It  is  a  subject  eidcnn- 
ly  of  municipal  regulation — and  if  the  Stale  d 
Loniuana  declares  that  slaves  are  property,  iliii 
House  must  recognize  them  as  sDch.  If  i  Fed- 
eral officer  has  seized  upon  the  proper^  ftr 
public  use,  the  owner  can  demand  ctHopeo- 
sation,  under  that  cUnse  of  the  ooDstitstin 
which  says,  "  private  property  shall  not  be  tiba 
for  pnblio  nse,  without  Jnst  compensation." 

Satttbdat,  Jannar7  ID. 

Ikath  of  Geo.  SoUonOe,  Elf. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  of  yesterday  WM 

Mr.  SwAS,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  addws- 
ed  the  Eonse,  to  the  following  effect; 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  has  become  my  painful  dn^ 
to  announce  to  the  House  the  melancholy  is- 
telligenoe  of  the  death  of  GsoBaa  Houxooi, 
late  a  Representative  from  New  Jersey. 

To  the  members  of  this  House,  and  espedillj 
those  who  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  s  per 
sonal  acquaintance  with  the  deceased,  no  eidi> 
giom  can  be  necessary  from  me. 

Exhausted  by  the  pressure  of  a  protrseBd 
but  unyielding  disease,  he  sunk  into  the  en- 
brace  of  death,, on  the  morning  of  the  IWhit- 


Hr.  S.  then  moved  the  following : 

Retoitttd,  That  the  members  of  the  HoM  i 
Repreaentativeo,  from  a  siocere  desire  of  ahoci^ 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  tatmotj  et'i* 
Hon.  Gioaoi  EokCOMBi,  late  a  member  IbereiA 
wilt  go  into  moaruing  one  month,  by  ifae  wai 
mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  die  left  arm. 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  Hook  be  &■ 
rected  (o  noUfy  the  Biecutive  ofKew  Jersey  of  ik> 
vacancy  in  the  rcpresentatioa  of  that  State,  bj  (^ 
death  of  GioKOt  Holcchsi. 

The  resolntion*  were  unanimoosly  adopUd; 

And  the  House,  thereupon,  adjourned. 

TnianAT,  January  2S. 
Iietra»ekm«nt. 
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I.  RawtiMd,  Tbkt  it  i<  expedient  to  ^schirge 
tbeKaiioDil  dabt,  without  muToiiitble  deli;;  to 
Kccompliih  which  desinble  object,  a  reiiort  to 
*  goDeril  ajBtem  of  reCreochiDeat  a  necMurj. 
Ttiu,  it  a  conceiTDd,  c*n  only  be  eOeclcd  bj 

Fint.  A  judicious  reduciioD  of  the  numben  of 
ofBcen  rccelriug  ularies  or  ■ft.j  from  the  Genenl 
GOTemiaeDt,  lad  of  the  «alarie8  of  such  ai  are  De- 
ccBMril^  retuDcd  in  public  service :  aToidtog,  in 
each  instwico,  the  idoptioD  of  »nj  mesBure  which 
-would  be  Incompatible  with  our  natioiiii  dignEt;^. 

Second.  By  tToi^nc  each  and  every  appropria- 
ttoo  or  eipeodilura  of  pub^c  money  which  is  not 
inperioiuily  demaoded  byVb  justice  of  the  claim, 
or  the  necetsitlee  of  the  Government,  with  a  view 
to  its  effldent  operation  in  a  spirit  of  republican 
rtmplicity  and  economy. 

S.  lUtottitd,  That  the  matten  and  things  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueaas,  with  instruc- 
tiooa  to  report  to  this  House  what  offlces,  in  their 
opinion,  may  be  moat  adraDtBgeougly  discontinued, 
irhat  saiaiies  will  reasonably  bear  reduction,  and 
anch  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them  may 

Ur.  MoDumt  (Oh&lnnan  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means)  siud  that  he  Bhoold  be 
^d  to  hear  smne  specificatioiu  of  the  objects 
to  which  the  moyer  of  the  resolutions  wished 
to  direct  the  committee's  attention.  He  should 
be  wonrj  if  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
should  be  obliged  to  revise  the  whole  system 
of  Goremment  of  the  United  States,  the  Givi] 
D^utment,  the  Army  and  the  Kavy.  The 
Abstract  propoMtions  La  the  resolution  were 
certainly  jnst.  It  was  very  desirable  that  the 
TinneceeaarT  expense  of  Oovemment  should  be 
rednced ;  Uiat  the  pnhlio  debt  ahonld  be  paid ; 
and  that  economj  in  the  public  expenditures 
abould  be  promoted.  But  really,  as  the 
resolution  now  stood,  he  would  feel  at  a' 
loM  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.  If 
the  honomble  gentleman  wished  to  diminish 
the  number  of  military  offloers,  he  ought   '" 


dnoine  the  namber  of  officers  in  the  Navy, 
or  ratner,  of  preventing  their  Ttnaecessary  in- 
orease,  the  resolntion  ought  to  have  been  sent 
to  Hie  Committee  on  Naval  ASairs ;  but  It  did 
not  appertain  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
H eans  to  say,  whether  the  several  branches  of 
the  pnblio  establishments  were,  or  were  not, 

Ur.  Chiltox,  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoDtmrt's 
inqairy,  and  in  support  and  explanation  of  his 

Siropoaition,  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  as 
bllows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  The  resolutions  which  I  have 
Just  had  the  honor  to  snbmit,  contemplate,  in 
the  first  place,  the  Establishment  of  one  grand 
national  tmth — a  trnth,  indeed,  of  aziomutio 
character,  to  wit : '  that  a  national  debt  ia  a  na- 
tiiHiBl  curse,  and  shoold,  hence,  be  liqnidated, 
and  discharged  with  all  convenient  despateh. 
This  doctrine  is,  indeed,  not  only  unlike,  but 
tbo  reveno  of  that  which  has  been  again  and 


again  contended  for  by  some  members  of  this 
community;  and  whioh^to  some  extent,  it 
wonld  seem,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our 
coudnct ;  bat  eiperienoe,  the  most  trusty  of 
all  monitors,  has  at  last  exploded  the  heresy, 
and  the  American  people  begin  to  look  with 
fond  concern  to  that  shrine,  upon  which  they 
will  be  able  to  proclaim  themselves  poUticaliy, 
civilly,  religiously,  and  morally  free. 

The  remainder  of  my  proposition  divides 
itself  into  tliree  parts.  The  two  first  are  mere 
specifications  onder  the  general  maxim,  first 
attempted  to  be  esteblished,  and  designed  to 
designate  the  means  by  which  its  object  can  be 
accomplished.  The  third  relates  merely  to  the 
committee  of  this  House  to  which  the  whole 
BDbject-tnatter  should  be, referred.  To  each  of 
these  coneideratioDB  I  shall  attend ;  but,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  constrained,  by  a  remark  which 
fell  from  my  honorable  friend  fh>m  Sonth  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  McDhtiii;,)  to  invert,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  order  in  which  I  should  have  consid- 
ered them,  and  finit  to  speak  of  the  committee 
to  which  the  reference  anould  be  made. 

6[r,  I  am  conscious  that,  as  a  young  man, 
and  a  new  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
its  lenity  alone  I  shall  be  indebted  for  the  de- 
votion of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  a  view 
of  this  subject,  which,  when  submitted  by  me, 
must  stand  or  fall  upon  its  intriuuo  merits  or 
demerits.  A  sn^eation  has  been  made,  that, 
in  eabmitting  a  resolution  of  this  character,  I 
shonid  specifically  name  the  officers  whose  ser- 
vices I  wonld  dispense  with,  the  salaries  I 
would  reduce,  and  the  expenses  I  wonld  cur- 
tail. All  this  would  I  do :  and  more  if  in  my 
power.  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able  to  do  this--- 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  reference  at 
all,  wonld  be  altogether  superseded.  I  could 
then  move  on  with  a  bill,  directly  embracing 
my  views — but,  in  the  present  case,  I  am  situ- 
ated as  is  the  physician,  who  knows  his  patient 
to  be  diseased — yet  knows  not  where  toe  dis- 
ease is  located,  nor  the  remedy  which  wiU 
heal  it 

Mr.  Speaker :  In  relation  to  that  part  of  roy 
resolntion  which  sapposes  the  existence  of  a 
greater  namber  of  officers,  who  are  receiving 
pay  or  salaries  from  the  Qoverament,  than  are 
necessary  to  attend  to  ito  concerns,  I  am  guided 
and  infiuenced  by  the  long  list  which  is  annu- 
ally presented  to  this  House.  I  am  further  in- 
fluenced in  the  formation  of  my  opinion,  by 
information  received  from  rarious  aoorces,  en- 
titled to  my  confidence  and  to  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  that  there  are  many  unecures  in 
office ;  men,  sir,  who,  to  give  the  plain  English 
of  the  matter,  are  feasting  and  fattening  npon 
the  Treasury :  rendering,  in  the  mean  time,  no 
services,  nor,  indeed,  having  any  to  render  to 
Ihe  country.  If  gentlemen  seek  for  specifioa- 
tjons  under  this  general  remark,  (as  it  may  be 
considered,)  I  would  observe,  that  I  am  in- 
formed our  Navy  list  is  crowded ;  that,  at 
West  Point,  perhaps,  from  thirty  to  fifty  oadetr 
have  hem  educated  at  the  expense  of  me  Qor- 
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emmeot,  who  are  wholly  destitute  of  enijiloj- 
ment;  that  a  fifth  q^ditor  wu  appoiutcd  fur  a 
time  which  hsti  of  connie  passed  away,  and  un- 
der circnmstanceB  which  exist  no  more,  nor 
longer  require  hU  interventmn  or  aid  ;  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  most  of  the  public  offices,  moru 
clerks  are  employed  than  are  necesauy  to 
transact  the  bn«iae«3  of  them  respectively — 
aome  receiving  pay  from  pablic  appropriations ; 
Others  from  the  "  Contingent "  Fund.  If, 
Upon  these  subjecta,  I  am  correctly  informed,  T 
cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  reform  or  ruin  inll 
OonBtitute  with  ns  the  closing  scene. 

It,  in  the  next  place,  becumes  my  dnty  to 
■llniie,  at  least,  to  salaries  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, would  reasonably  bear  reduction.  Here, 
rir,  thongh,  I  hope,  with  hone«t  motives,  I  am 
utnated  differently  from  some  of  my  friends 
upon  this  floor.  They  insist  that  they  know 
not  where  to  seek  a  beginning  point,  nor  in 
what  region  to  look  for  a  salary  upon  which  to 
commence  the  work  or  operation  of  reduction. 
I,  on  the  one  hand,  know  not  what  part  of  the 
body  politic  Is  most  infected,  and  demands  the 


the  pay  received  by  members  of  Congress,  who 
are  sitting  here  at  tlieir  case,  receiving  eight 
dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  and  eight  dol- 
lars for  each  twenty  miles  travelled,  in  reach- 
ing and  returning  from  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government.  Tliis,  nr,  is  the  last  modification 
of  the  ever-memorable  "  Compensation  Law." 
Previons  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  members 
of  Congress  received^or  tlieir  services,  only 
idz  dollars  per  day.  We  had  then  councils  as 
wise  and  dignified  as  at  present;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  our  Legislative 
Halls  filled  with  honorable  and  intelligent  men, 
if  the  compensation  were  rednced.  A  reason, 
and  a  strong  one  too — for  this  reduction,  is 
fonnd  in  the  fact  (hat  our  country  is  oppressed, 
and  that  the  frnita  of  domestic  industry,  in- 
stead of  price,  command,  a  mere  pittance ;  not 
half  so  much  as  when  aspirants  for  seats  in 
Congress  filled  the  ranks,  ss  mere  volunteers, 
without  the  formalities  of  a  draft. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  this  subject 
vhich  I  am  bound  to  notice,  relate  to  the  im- 
portance of  avoiding  unnecessary  expenditures 
of  public  money,  for  onr  own  accommodation, 
■nd  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  exer- 
cise of  caution  and  prudence,  in  making  sp- 
Siropriations  to  meet  the  claims  of  others.  If 
t  be  demanded  of  me  to  know,  what  departure 
IKim  the  rules  of  republican  simplicity  and 
economy  I  have  witnessed  here,  and  which  I 
conceive  to  fall  subject  to  the  first  of  my  two 
last  divisions,  by  way  of  answer  I  can  only  re- 
quest yon,  ^r.  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes 
aronnd  this  spacious  Hall,  each  morning,  upon 
entering  it — see  upwards  of  200  tables  piled 
with  prhited  documents — private  or  local  mat- 


ters— interesting,  perhaps,  only  to  one  wHtm 
individufd  in  the  whole  Union — a  Htriugof  ifi- 
davits,  certificates,  letters,  or  depositiow,  le- 
companied  by  a  report  as  long  aa  the  Xonl 
Law  ;  yet  all  most  be  printed!  This  mttttr, 
which  gentlemen  may  consider  uniapoitiiit, 
is,  to  my  mind,  a  cryine  evil.  Uemben  friiiii 
the  Eobt,  and  North,  and  South,  may,  frorallw 
circumstance  of  their  having  been  rocked  ia 
cradles  of  luxury  and  ease,  think  it  a  tauS 
matter  to  expeud  small  sums  of  public  moMj. 
But,  sir,  the  Western  people,  particnlarlj  tU 
portion  of  them  whoM  I  represent,  have,  upon 
the  subject,  but  one  voice ;  it  is,  so  fer  is  1  mi- 
derstand  it,  that  which  I  have  spoken.  They 
have  liberally  contributed  to  the  support  rf 
your  Government  in  peace — they  have  noWj 
defended  it  in  war— and  are,  therefore,  entitk* 
to  their  weight  upon  this  floor.  I  say,  in  their 
name,  that  we  are  gliding  imperceptibly  do¥i 
the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of  extrsTi- 
gance  and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  i 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  Si- 
tiontJ  Bankruptoy  and  ruin.  This  a^nntnit, 
sir,  gentlemen  may  attempt  to  answer,  bj  in- 
sisting that  my  picture  is  too  gloomy — that  t» 
are  prosperous — that  universal  peace  prevails— 
that  our  nation  is  powerful — and  that,  then- 
fore,  we  may  indulge,  to  some  extent,  in  eitni- 
agance.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  surest,  that  iadva- 
try  and  ihipality,  not  indolence  and  prodigality, 
are  the  legitimate  parents  of  national  prob- 
ity; and  that  financial  ability  preserves  peiM 
— and  that  the  worst  of  all  independent  condi- 
tlona,  in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  *bi4 
a  nation  is  placed,  "  having  nothing  to  dqiml 

UpOTU" 

WKtuiBaDAT,  January  28. 

BetrtnehmtnL 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideralica  of  tba 

resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  CniLTOH,  yesteriiT. 

Mr.  Barret  desired  not  to  be  considered  H 
wanting  in  courtesy  to  the  honorable  niembef 
from  Kentucky,  when  rising  in  oppo»itioo  to 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  the  ConmJt- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Kcans,  ingsmnch  as  th«  clw- 
man  of  that  committee  had  expressed  hif  na- 
willingness  that  they  should  be  thus  ref^ntd, 
and  their  merits  could  be  tested  by  the  diKis- 
sion  which  would  be  thus  elicited. 

The  printing  for  this  House  is  the  fast  ilm 
in  the  fist  of  extravagances.  I  grant  you,  rt, 
that  it  does  involve  a  large  expenditun;  bst 
how  is  it  to  be  corrected?  IIow  regolsl*^' 
Shall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  ein- 
ployed,  espceinlly  ciiorged  with  the  dutv  d 
designating  what  shall  and  what  shall  not  *< 
eonsipied  to  the  press  !  Tlie  taak  would  be  » 
invidious  as  it  would  become  irksome  and  iri"* 
ons,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  dissppw"'- 
ment  and  dissatisfaction.  Sir,  I  hedtate  not  te 
say  that  every  printed  document  submitted  in 
this  House,  voluminons  as  they  are,  are  iat*- 
esting  to,  and  read  by,  some  of  its  ioeDilW% 
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i&d  tnmay  of  their  ooiutitueiits.    Tbej  are 
UspeDHable  to  s  geaeral  aad  oorrenA  knowledge 
>f  «ach  paiticolar  case. 

It  is  oostended  tLat  the  Mtltuiea  ahoald 
rednced.     WheosTer  Oongrets  1b  satigfled  that 
more  is  allowed  than  is  soffluent  for  a  i 
■Dbsistentie,  then  such  a  proportion  may 
bvor.     If  tlie  Qovemment  desire  tlie  services 
of  falthfal  tmd  intelligent  men,  thej  can  only 
Dbtun  them  b;  allowing  «nah  oompensation  u 
«nl)  enable  them  to  live  free  from  the  appre- 
hension  that  the  vants  of  to-morrow  may  ' 
onprovided  for.     While  griping  pennry  stai 
them  in  the  ttux,  and  a  helplees  family  are  dea- 
titata  of  the  ordinary  comfi»ts  of  life,  the  en' 
ergias  of  neither  mind  nor  body  can  be  devoted 
to  the  pnblio  weal.    A  cnrsory  ^ance  at  the 
operations  of  the  Sinkins  Fnnd,  will  satisfy  the 
gentleman  that  the  pnblio  debt  is  amply  pi 
vided  for.     Probably,   before  he  retires  Ire  _ 
pnblio  life,  and  oertiunty  before  the  expiration 
of  another  Preaidential  term,  it  will  not  exist 

Thirty  or  forty  officers  are  snpposed  to  be  at 
tbifl  time  nnetn^yed  at  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  The  bill  from  the  Uilitary 
Committee,  now  on  oar  tables,  anthorizing  the 
appointmeDt  of  additional  profeBsora,  does  not 
aanotion  this  idea.  Having  reoentty  enjoyed  an 
opportnnity  of  becoming  intimately  acqaainted 
mth  this  valuable  inatitutton  in  all  its  detdls, 
I  can  safely  affirm  that  there  are  neither  snper- 
nnmeraries  nor  idlers  connected  with  iL  Pre- 
■enting  a  most  interesting  speotaole  of  strict 
order,  and  high  state  of  discipline ;  every  dnty, 
whether  of  the  soldier  or  the  stadent,  la  per- 
formed at  its  sjipointed  time,  without  the  least 
eonforion,  and  every  hoar,  from  reveille  to 
tatoo,  has  its  appropriate  employments.  So 
American  can  view  snch  a  scene  without  strong 
wnotiona  of  pride  and  gratification — he  beholds 
Qm  germ  of  flitare  greatness  to  Ms  ooontry; 
for  tnose  whose  capacity  and  dUigenoe  enable 
them  to  attain  the  prond  eminence  to  which 
they  all  aspire — preaent  themselvea  to  the 
world  the  adoptea  children  of  their  country, 
qoalilled  to  be  nseftil  in  any  sitnation  in  life, 
either  civil  or  military.  The  impartial  and 
equal  administration  of  Jnstice  is  one  of  the 
brightest  attributes  in  its  republican  character ; 
for,  while  the  son  of  a  sergeant  han  received  its 
highest  honors,  the  descendants  of  Governors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  other  prominent 
men,  are  sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  inca- 
pacity. 

And  now,  sir,  last,  not  leasts  I  come  to  onr 
noble  selves.  Our  compensation,  surely  not 
greater  than  our  deserts,  must  be  rednced.  I 
can  approach  this  subject  with  a  clear  con- 
Kience,  and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  a 
pure  and  spotless  nght  band,  when  declaring, 
that,  dnring  many  years  a  public  servant,  not 
one  dollar  of  the  peopled  money  has  enriched 
mj  private  coffers.  The  average  pay  of  a 
nieinber  of  Coogr^S  is  about  |1,100  a  year, 
OQl  of  which  mnst  be  defrayed  all  expenses 


here  and  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and 
Boathern  States,  the  people  require  to  know 
personally  the  candidate  who  asks  their  confi- 
dence ;  hence  it  becomes  his  duty  to  make  a 
tour  through  his  District ;  and,  for  at  least 
three  months  previous  to  an  election,  he  is  em- 
ploy^  in  riding  his  circuit,  cultivating  their 
good  will ;  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
recreation  ■  so  industriously  have  I  pursued  it, 
that  there  are  but  few  persons  to  whom  I  am 
unknown ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  good  old 
horse,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  two  cam- 
paigns, would,  if  a  saddle-bag  was  fixed  on  hia 
bacE,  and  the  whip  occasionally  applied,  pre- 
sent himself  in  regular  snccession,  at  every 
farmer's  door  in  Baltimore  County.  In  a  larm 
double  district,  the  cost  of  about  100,000  tick- 
ets forms  a  considerable  item  of  expense ;  from 
which  it  is  indispensable  that  seven  or  eight 
thousand  votes  should  find  thur  way  into  the 
ballot  boxes  to  secure  a  seat  here :  a  large 
allowance  mnst  be  made  for  wear  and  tear,  &r 
many  are  iiterally  torn  up.  The  benign  spirit 
of  universal  religions  toleration  prevaibthrouf^- 
ont  this  happy  land,  and  numerous  temples  of 
worship  to  the  Great  Supreme,  rearing  thdr 
modeet  heads,  even  in  tne  wilderness,  pro- 
claims the  increase  of  piety  and  religion.  To 
these,  contributions  are  liberally  made ;  for 
charity,  like  mercy,  oovereth  a  multitifde  of 
sins,  and  the  Lord  loves  a  dieerfnl  giver. 
Thuk  the  people's  money  is  returned  to  the 
people ;  and  as  pecuniary  emolument  never  en- 
tered into  my  consideration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  not  de- 
sired to  enrich  myself  by  compensation.  And 
there  ore  many  members,  Uving  more  remote 
than  myself  whose  happiness  is  mtjmately  con- 
nected with  their  domestic  circle,  who  are  in- 
dnced  to  assent  to  a  separation  from  their 
families,  aai  expend  here  thousands  more  than 
they  receive.  Once  convinced  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  do  require  that  our  per  diem 
be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  go  farther 
than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky— I  will  vote  for  a  bill  which  shall  de- 
prive us  of  all  oompeusation,  from  this  day  to 
the  expiration  of  my  term ;  bat  will  never  pve 

r  assent  to  a  resolution  pronouncing  sent^ce 

condemnation,  until  proof  shall  be  adduced 

that  prodigality  and  extravagance  have  existed 

.  our  Republic. 

Mr.  Kbkmbb  said,  that  it  had  been  with  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolutioa 
when  it  was  first  offered.  He  had  r^oiced 
that  at  length  a  member  had  risen  in  his  place^ 

id,  horn  a  sense  of  duty,  had  presented  snidi 

resolution.  He  had  himself  for  three  yean 
pastj  urged  it  upon  those  who  were  better 
qualified  than  himself  for  the  task,  to  bring 
forward  such  a  proposition.  It  was  with  no 
small  surprise,  he  said,  that  he  heard  this 
proposition  now  assailed.  Wlist  was  the  qnea> 
tion !  The  whole  amount  of  it  might  be  con- 
tained in  the  compass  of  a  nnt-shell.  Ihe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  are^  by  Uiia 
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resolution,  caUed  to  inquire  whether  s  re- 
trenchment ma^  not  be  made  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  tliis  Government,  withoat  detriment 
to  the  pablio  good.  If  they  inquire  and  report 
to  tbe  House  that  no  retreDcliment  can  he 
made,  be  it  eo.  But  the  impression  has  gone 
abroad,  that  we  old-fashioned  Kepublicani  are 
getting  cormpt,  and  are  eitraragant.  I  want 
to  know  whether  aaj  evil  can  resnlt  from 
orderly  sooh  an  inquiry  as  this?  Who  are 
we  t  We  are  bnt  men ;  and  the  most  eialted 
of  onr  species  are  stamped  with  imperfection 
and  frailty.  It  ia  well  known  that  nnlawfu] 
longings  too  fre^ently  mark  the  cbaracter  of 
men  in  power.    Does  any  one  donbt  that  the 

Kbiio  eipensea  may  be  too  great,  when  they 
ik  at  the  march  of  private  extravagance  1 
When  they  consider  the  evils  that  are  exhibited 
in  these  ten  miles  square  t  I  feel  regret  that 
■nch  an  example  should  l>e  set  at  the  seat  of 
Government  If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  sqnare,  he  should  not  so  much  regret  it, 
bnt  the  foroe  of  example,  in  this  Representa- 
tive Republic,  was  most  pemicioas.  Members 
of  this  House  witness  continually  the  extrava- 
Kance  which  is  engendered  here — they  insensi- 
bly imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neighborhoods.  A  Bepnblican  Government 
may  be  safe,  so  long  as  its  main  stream  is  kept 
in  purity.  But  when  the  main  stream  is  cor- 
mpted,  ell  tlie  tribntary  streams  partake  of  its 
pollution,  till  at  length  it  spreads  like  an  incu- 
boB  over  the  whole  land,  we  are  told  that  the 
salaries  of  onr  pnblic  officers  are  not  too  hish. 
I  wish  to  see  ihem  reduced,  and  I  want  that 
the  officers  themselves  shonld  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  their  duty  within  their  offices.  1  don't 
want  to  famish  them  with  cash  to  travel 
through  the  land  and  make  dinner  speeches.  I 
would  give  them  what  is  fair  and  reasonable, 
but  would  encourage  no  extravagance.  I,  for 
one,  trust  that  the  resolution  will  at  least  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that 
we  shall  have  the  report  of  that  committee  as 
to  what  officers  can  have  their  salaries  cur- 
t^ed ;  and  then,  I  tmst  that  there  will  be  vir- 
tue and  firmness  enough  in  the  Ilonse  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  all  to  what  it  onght  to  be. 

Hr.  BnoHARAK  stud  be  could  not  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Babdbt,)  that  no  necessity  fur  reform  ex- 
ut«d  at  the  present  time.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  it  ia  necessary  that  all  the  pnblic  ex- 
penditures shonld  be  subjected  to  a  most  rigid 
examination.  That  abases  do  exist,  which 
onght  to  be  remedied,  1  do  not  entertain  a  par- 
ticle of  donbt.  Whilst  thia  is  my  deliberate 
conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RAKuoLPn,)  that  this 
li  liot  the  proper  period  for  reform.  Our  duty 
at  present,  is,  to  transact  the  necessary  public 
business  of  the  country,  and  to  go  home  as 
soon  as  we  can.  I  will  say,  however,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr,  Chiltoh,)  that 
whoever  shall  undertake  the  work  of  reform, 
cannot  acoomplish  his  purpose  by  such  a  reso- 


lution as  that  now  before  the  House.  Be  mut 
go  to  work  systematically.  He  mast  patiently 
and  laboriously  ferret  out  one  abase  after  Ih* 
other,  himself^  instead  of  imposing  titst  bbw 
upon  others.  Such  a  task  cannot  be  perfaraicd 
by  referring  a  general — an  unlimited  and  unde- 
fined resolution,  to  the  Committee  of  Wq^tiid 
Means  at  this  period,  wbeu,  I  trast,  hslf  the 
session  has  elapsed.  I  shonld  not  have  rises. 
upon  the  present  occasion,  to  say  one  irori  iM 
I  not  believe  that  the  doty  which  I  o<re  to  Ik 
Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  imperiooslj  de- 
mands of  me  to  make  an  explanation  cf  Iba 
duties  which  that  officer  performs.  The  pa- 
tleman  from  Kentncky  (Mr,  Chiltob)  nevir 
coold  have  investigated  the  eutyect,  when  Iw 
informed  the  House,  that  office  had  beeo  cre- 
ated for  purposes  which  no  longer  exist.  Tha 
office  was  created  in  March,  1817.  Its  dntiti 
originally  consisted  in  auditing  and  settling  ill 
the  accounts  connected  with  the  DnwrtiDeiitirf 
State.  These  duties  embraced  all  the  aecamU 
relating  to  our  intercourse  with  foreign  ntlimL 
Since  this  office  was  created,  those  duties  must 
have  been  doubled.  The  independence  tJ 
South  America  has  since  given  birth  to  a  ne* 
awarm  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diplomatic  Ageat^ 
and  Consuls  along  the  shores  Ixith  of  the  UDth- 
em  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  accoDnti 
must  all  be  audited  by  this  officer. 

The  same  observation  is  applicable  to  tbe 
accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  Thii 
officer  is  the  auditor  of  all  the  accounts  of  iH 
the  postmasters,  and  all  the  mail  contrsctott 
in  the  United  States.  The  new  enei^  infisH 
into  this  Department,  by  the  excellent  offits 
now  at  its  head,*  has  greatly  extended  the  du- 
ties of  the  Fifth  Auditor.  This,  however,  ti 
far  from  being  the  aggregate  of  his  Eerrtoa 
He  has  been  made  a  kind  of  residuary  kgitee, 
of  all  the  duties  which  other  officers  rf  tto 
Government  could  not  conveniently  peifofm. 
When  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
nue was  abolished,  in  1819,  the  Fifth  Audita 
was  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trai- 
ury  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office.  Al- 
though, since  that  time,  there  have  been  no  a- 
tem^  taxes  to  collect,  yet  those  gentlemrn  tIm 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  wind  op  an  old  coc- 
cem,  will  readily  believe  that  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  this  officer  have  been  neariy  ti 
arduous  as  they  would  have  been,  had  inientl 
taxation  continued.  This  branch  of  bis  bus- 
ness  has  entailed  upon  him  an  extensile  am*- 
spondence  with  all  the  collectors  in  the  United 
States,  who  have  not  finally  dosed  their  » 
counts — and  the  number  of  such,  even  it  thii 
day,  is  not  small.  But  the  most  extraordinstT 
of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  imposed  upon 
thia  officer,  is  that  which  the  Prefiiderl  of  H* 
United  States  devolved  npon  him  in  ISSI. 
Althoogh  never  bred  to  the  laws,  yet  he  w» 
appointed  to  discha^:e  duties  which  Arictl; 
and  properly  belong  to  the  office  of  Attonn; 
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G«iiera]  of  the  tTniMd  States.  Bver  since 
time,  he  has  directed  and  Enpeiiatended  all  the 
Uwsnits  tbronghoQt  the  Union,  in  which  the 
Go7«riuneDt  have  b«en  concerned ;  and,  at  tha 
present  moment,  the  United  States  have  up- 
wards of  three  thonaand  lawsuits  depending. 

To  show  the  extent  and  the  ardaous  nature 
of  this  dntj,  I  would  remsrlc,  that  the  then 
8ecretai7  of  the  Treosnrj,  who  was  never 
pected  of  a  want  of  proper  economj- 
officar,  npon  the  pnrit/  and  wisdom  of  whose 
offloial  oondoct  the  people  of  this  ooontry  hare 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  his  retire- 
ment by  every  patriot,  recommended  that  a 
person  should  be  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  attending  to  these  suit*^  with  a  salary  of 
fS.SOO  per  annum. 

If,  therefore,  there  be  an;  one  offloer  in  this 
Govermneut,  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky ought  not  to  have  designated  ss  useless, 
that  officer  is  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Tress- 


bnrdens  imposed  npon  him,  has  the  cha:^  of 
an  the  light-honses  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  f^om 
l£ai7]and  (Mr.  Basket)  before  I  take  my  seat. 
I  am  prepared  at  this  time,  and  at  all  times,  to 
act  npon  the  subject  of  rednciDg  our  own  pay. 
In  relation  to  this  question,  I  formed  a  delioer' 
ate  opinion  ns  years  ago,  whicli  roy  experience 
ever  tiDoe  has  served  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm, that  the  per  diem  allowance  of  members 
of  Congress  ought  to  he  redaoed.  As  a  com- 
pensation for  oar  loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present 
wholly  inadequate.  There  is  no  gentleman  fit  to 
be  in  Congress,  who  parsnea  any  active  burf- 
nesB  at  home,  who  does  not  sustain  a  clear  loss 
by  his  attendance  here.  If  we  consider  our 
pay,  with  reference  to  our  necessary  individual 
expenses,  it  is  too  mneb.  It  is  more  than  snffl- 
dent  to  cover  our  expenses.  I  believe  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  require  tliat  it 
shonid  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
dent  to  enable  us  to  live  comfortably  whilst 
we  are  here.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Haryland,  (Mr.  Basset,) 
give  away  to  my  constitneqts  my  per  diem 
allowance,  I  receive  it,  and  use  it  for  my  own 
benefit.  It  seems  tliat  gentleman  uses  tlie  sur- 
phu  of  his  pay,  in  displaying  his  liberality 
to  his  constitnente ;  by  making  donations  to 
oharches  and  charitable  institutions  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  In  this  manner  he  may  use  it 
most  effectnally  for  his  own  advantage ;  but 
■till  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  his  constttnents, 
as  well  OS  mine,  would  be  quite  as  well  satis- 
fied, if  the  surplus  were  allowed  to  remoiu  in 
the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  If 
the  Government  of  this  country  should  ever 
want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their 
bounty,  the  lost  men  whom  the  people  should 
denre  to  employ  in  this  office,  would  be  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  It  might  be  dangerous  to 
trust  them  with  the  peiformance  of  snofa  a 
duty. 

T(K.IX^-i8 


Mr.  MoDcFFiB,  Ohainnon  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  retrenchment,  as  a  memtier  ol 
that  committee,  he  felt  wholly  incompetent  to 
express  any  definite  opinion,  but  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that,  if  he 
desired  t4i  effect  any  really  beneficial  object  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  the  proper  coorse  wonld 
be  to  introduce  a  series  of  resolutions  applying 
systematically  to  the  various  retrenchments  he 
wished  to  effect,  and  have  them  referred  to  the 
^propriate  committees.  The  Gomroittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  already  enonmbered 
with  bnsiness,  and  it  would  be  out  of  the  qaes- 
tion  A>r  them  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to 
such  on  inquiry,  which,  indeed,  he  din  not  con- 
sider aa  appropriate  to  that  committee.  Bhould 
the  resolution  pass  in  itspresent  form,  it  would 
send  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery,  without  chart  or  compass. 
It  was  out  of  lie  question  to  expect  that  that 
committee  are  to  go  severally  to  the  different 
Departments,  and  there  make  minute  investi- 
gations OS  to  the  duties  and  salaries  of  oU  th« 
offloers  of  the  Government. 

OMTjfia  and  Florida  Bowidary  Lint, 


Wasbihocom,  22d  Sim.,  18SS. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretory  of  War,  and  the 
documents   from   that  Department,   exhibited    to 
Congress  at  the  commencemeDt  of  ttieir  present 

session,  thej  were  idrised  of  the  measures  taken 
for  carrjiog  into  execution  the  act  of  4th  Maj, 
ISiS,  to  authoriie  the  PreddcnC  of  the  United 
Slates  to  run  and  mark  a  line  dividing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  ftam  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  of 
their  muaceesshl  resalt.  I  now  tranamit  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  comrauniotlons  received  fivm  the 
Qovemor  of  Qeorgia,  relating  to  that  lubjeot. 

JOHN  QDINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Hatkbs,  of  Georjpa,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary. 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  sud  uiat  the  qnestion 
submitted  to  Congress  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  Just  referred  to,  was  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  United  States,  and  of  still 
greater  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.     It  in- 


:peot«d  to  see  revived  a^ein.  Since  it  was 
introduced  here,  however,  it  must  be  disposed 
of,  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  committee  had,  appropri- 
ately, the  cognizance  of  it.  The  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  in  the  learning,  ability,  and  in- 
tegrity of  which  he  had  the  utmost  confidence, 
were  charged  with  the  consideration  of  all 
questions  mvolving  judicial  proceedings.  It 
was  obvious,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  there  was  no 
questioa  of  that  nature  involved  in  this  matter. 
The  queationa  to  be  investigated  had  ariwn 
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tmder  three  treaties,  that  of  1788 — of  1786, 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  that 
of  the  22d  of  Febniar;,  1819;  and  althoa^h 
Uiere  was  now  no  qnestion  immediately  in 
reference  to  oar  foreign  relations,  it  neverUie- 
lesB  referred  itself  to  me  negotiatioos  and  rela- 
doQS  of  this  Government,  at  the  respective 
periods  of  the  ratificjiCiODa  of  these  treaties ; 
and  the  rights  of  each  partj  growing  ont  of 
them,  Datorallj  involved  each  inqniries  as  were 
generally  made  by  the  Cktmmittee  of  Foreign 
AfiUrs.  That  committee  have  lem  hnfflnees 
before  them,  and  are  entirely  competent  to  pre- 
Mnt  an  enlightened  and  satisfactory  view  of 
the  sal^ect  He  shonld  not,  however,  move  a 
reference  to  either  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tees, for  two  reasons :  First,  because  it  did  not 
legitimately,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  belong 
to  either,  and,  secondly,  becaose  they  were  so 
much  occupied  by  subjects  previonsly  referred 
to  them,  mai,  it  would  be  impossible  to  obt^n 
a  report  as  early  as  it  was  desirable.  He  pre- 
ferred that  it  should  go  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  he  thought  that  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject justified  such  a  disposition  of  it.  The 
claim  of  Georgia,  now  set  up  in  the  communi- 
cations  of  the  Executive  of  that  Stat«,  and 
transaiitted  by  the  Preudent,  embraces  a  Ifact 
of  country  south  of  Ellicot's  line  including  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  acres,  claimed  bj  the 
United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  territory  ao- 
qnired  by  the  treaty  of  1B10  with  Spain ;  about 
wght  hundred  square  miles  of  which  has  been 
mrveyed  and  sold  hj  the  United  States,  and 
the  money  deposited  in  the  pnblic  Treantry. 
The  amount  of  property,  the  subject  of  Juris- 
diction, the  unoertvnty  of  titles,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  the  sales,  ajl  unite  to  render  it  de- 
sirable that  (he  question  shonld  be  speedily  set- 
tled. The  bill  which  passed  at  the  last  session 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pnblic  Lands. 
Ui.  W.  expressed  his  satisfaction  that,  in  mov- 
ing for  a  Select  Committee,  he  was  not  ani- 
mated by  any  desire  to  obttdn  any  garbled  or 
one-sided  view  of  it.  It  was  known  he  could 
not,  and,  if  be  conld,  would  not,  sit  npon  it. 
If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  send  it 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  rights  of  Florida  and  the  United 
States  would  be  ably,  faithfully,  and  impartially 
investigated,  and  to  whatever  committee  re- 
ferred, he  should  be  satisfied. 

Ur.  Wilde  s^d  he  should  always  trouble 
the  Hoose  with  great  reluctjuice,  and  his  reluo- 
tance  was  increased,  in  consequence  of  being 
obliged  to  difi'er  from  the  gentleman  from  Flor- 
ida, in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
posed reference.  Such  subjei^ta,  he  believed, 
bad  usually  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  A  question  of  similar  character 
took  that  conrse  during  the  last  session.  He 
was  sure  the  gentleman  from  Florida  desired 
only  what  he  himself  and  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  also  desired,  that  this  question 
should  be  fully,  patiently,  and  impartially  es- 
ftDuned,  and  Justly  decided.     Their  feedings 


were  alt  in  favor  of  the  proeperitj  of  Iktidi; 
their  intsrestsled  them  to  wish  her  eaHjabdi. 
sion  into  the  Union  at  the  earii^t  petioi  fi 
any  event,  the  tWes  acquired  hj  indindidi 
from  either  Government,  within  the  lAsfftti 
territory,  would,  he  presumed,  b«  rafccbi 
and  Jurisdiction  alone,  though  a  relinqindiaEa 
of  it  was  forbidden  by  State  pride,  ofvliiiiki 
had  as  much  as  any  one  else,  woidd  Mthii- 
fflsted  on,  if  not  shown  to  be  the  right  DtSnr 
gia.  She  took  more  pride,  he  tniked,  ii  ba 
justice,  than  in  her  Jurisdiction. 

Witli  regard  to  the  proposed  refereoM  lo  At 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  he  wooidii' 
serve,  that,  in  all  qnestions  of  this  dacnp&^ 
it  is  not  only  important  that  Jnstice  AoM  b 
done,  bnt  that  those  who  ore  inteierted  diodi 
believe  it  has  been  done.  In  that  vie*  of  lit 
subject,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  relametB 
that  committee.  A  report  from  that  qwrttt 
upon  another  matter,  did  not  saliEfy  'oxyDr 
pie  of  Georgia,  nor  increase  their  disfustla 
to  submit  any  qnestion  connected  vitl  U 
interest  to  that  committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inquire  bwfc 
their  distrust  was  well  or  ill  founded^  n 
enough  for  his  purpose  that  it  existed,  lit) 
a  reference  to  a  Select  Committee,J>e  txiai- 
ered  objectionable  such  a  motioii,  wbs  tt 
conflict  was  between  the  State  and  tbeUiiiia,t 
was  Euspicious.  It  WHS  like  a  motion  for iif^ 
cial  Jury,  in  a  case  where  the  crown  wu  o*- 
cemed.  He  had  the  most  entire  crafidaa 
that  no  advantage  in  the  selection  rfiMD- 
mittee  was  sought  by  the  gentleman  from  Rtf- 
Ida.  He  was  sure  none  wonld,  in  aiij«<M, 
be  obtained,  as  none  was  desired,  oo  ettc 
side.  The  subject  came,  ho  conadered,  rtii 
the  proper  duties  of  the  Judiciary  ConmitM' 
Their  zeal,  ability,  industry,  and  hnptttidl^ 
commanded  entire  confidence,  and  Deitfaan- 
quired  nor  admitted  of  eulogium  from  lu 
Why,  then,  should  this  inqniry  be  withdnn 
from  them  f 

Mr.  White  was  not  unwilling  flie  mrt* 
ahonld  go  to  the  Judiciary  ConunittM,  W 
three  days  since  that  committee  had,  stM 
own  request,  been  discharged  from  the  «■» 
eration  of  a  qnestion  involving  the  bwa^ 
between  Michigan  and  Illinois.  Mr.  T.  m 
considered  the  question  as  vlrtuilly  MtllMH 
year,  when  it  had  gone  to  tiie  CMaiiitlH* 
the  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BABBorB(Ch«nnan<rfe»C» 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  made  aome  sUtaa* 
In  referenoo  to  the  business  before  thtf  c* 
mittee  being  already  sufficiently  ooMtms. 

Mr.  GiuiEB  advocated  at  some  leit^  ** 
reference  of  the  Message  to  that  wnonuB* 
There  was  no  necessity  for  any  hnny  in  W 
case,  and  it  might  turn  out  that  the  nlaMJi 
question  would  go  at  all  events  to  thii  MB* 
tee.  He  deprecated  any  bnt  the  osiul  ««* 
in  this  affair — denied  that  the  snbjecl  W  ■! 
relation  lo  onr  correspondence  wtti ft*^!* 
tions,  and  iunsted  on  the  propriety  of  an^ 
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«Tei7  thing  tliat  might  excite  snspicioii  of  aaj 
ptrtUlitj  ia  the  coarse  which  should  be  taken 
on  thb  memorial.  It  was  very  well  Jaiown,  he 
Mid,  that  mnch  excitement  hod  grown  oat  of 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  yean  past.  This 
ytrj  eircmnstance  mode  it  the  more  itnporttint 
that  any  bosinesa  ia  which  tlie  State  of  Geor- 

e.  was  interested,  should  take  the  nsaal  course 
[his  Hoose.  He  was  opposed  to  any  refer- 
enee  but  to  a  Standinf;  Committee,  and  to  any 
partial  operation  which  might  be  produced 
upon  the  decision  of  the  subject  by  its  refer- 
once  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Itr.  Hatmes  remarked  that,  although  the 
question  embraced  by  this  controversy  did 
■rise,  as  stated,  ont  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  yet,  the  United  Stat«s 
now  occupy,  as  to  Georgia,  the  position,  in 
leferonce  to  this  qnestion,  which  Spain  former- 
ly did :  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  of 
propriety  in  giving  the  aabject,  as  now  pre- 
■ented,  a  direction  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
dgn  Relations. 

The  quesdoQ  was  taken  on  referring  the 
Message  to  tie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
lud  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


TsniBSDAT,  January  34, 
Setrmuktnent. 

The  Eoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolatioDS  moved  by  Mr.  Cbu-tok  on  the  Slst 
Janoary, 

Mr.  RA]n>OLPH  stud,  when  the  gentlemaa 
from  9.  Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yester- 
day, to  lay  this  resolutioa  on  the  table,  I  rose 
fcr  the  purpose  of  renewing  it.  But,  under- 
staodingthat  he  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I  did  not 
twcanse  I  coald  not  renew  it.  The  gentleman 
team  South  Carolina,  with  that  courtesy  and 
oomitf  which  we  all  ought  to  show  to  one 
iDotber,  did,  subsequently,  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentleman  who  moved  it,  and  who  hasnowjust 
taken  his  seat,  to  make  eiplaaations.  That 
qiportnnity  having  been  ample,  I  should  be 
OQDtent  to  let  the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel 
njielf  pled^d  (to  nse  an  expression  which, 
diough  parliamentary,  is  not  strictly  gram- 
matical) to  the  cause  of  retrenchment.  I  shall 
•ay  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain 
the  course  I  am  about  to  take,  and  which,  other- 
wise, mii;bt  appear  to  militate  against  that 
cause.  Sir,  I  do  believe,  that  retrenchment  is 
required,  both  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
couDtry,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  public  I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
■ylvaiiio,  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Bloeianav,)  in  all  he 
advanced,  (in  os  far  as  that  went.)  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  reforma- 
tion, like  charity,  (I  moan  modern  charity,) 
begins  at  home— 4t  least  it  ought  to  begin  at 
borne.  I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no 
ecffflomical  Government  could  ever  inhabit  such 
a  House  u  this  j  I  do  believe  we  never  shall 


have  an  economical  Government  in  aaoh  aa 

establishment  as  the  present  This,  however, 
may  be  a  peculiar  opmion  of  nine.  Tea,  sir, 
'  reformation  must  begin  at  home.  I  do  not 
mean  in  onr  own  cases  as  membetB — I  am  not 

Sing  to  start  the  per  diem  qnestion — God 
■bid  I  We  had  enough  of  that  when  we  sat 
in  the  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I 
should  be  very  glad  we  sat  now.)  1  believe, 
sir,  that  whatever  abuses  may  exist  elsewhenk 
we  can  go  with  tbem,  oariponu,  at  home,  and 
show  an  eqnal  case  of  abuse.  But,  sir,  this  ia 
not  "  the  accepted  time  "—and  in  saying  this.  I 
do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  aorae  of  ttafl 
orators  over  the  water,  who  never  will  find  an 
"  accepted  time  "  for  parliamentary  or  econo- 
mical reform.  Every  effort  that  ia  made  now, 
will  only  recoil  on  those  who  make  it — will 
iojnre  the  cause,  not  further  it.  One  of  th« 
greatest  men  and  beet  patriots  that  ever 
lived,  I  mean  John  De  Witt,  when  asked  how 
be  managed  to  get  through  so  much  hnmoea^ 
replied,  that  he  managed  it "  by  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time."  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  we  have 
"  one  thing  needful"  to  do,  and  I  am  for  doing 
it  I  will  not  indicate  further  than  I  have  dona, 
what  that  "  one  thing  "  is.  I  say,  let  us  bring 
to  beu"  upon  that  object  the  whole  of  our 
strength,  d1  our  rays,  light  and  heat,  into  one 
focus.  Sir,  we  know  that  even  Mr.  Jefferson,  In 
his  highest  and  moat  patmy  state,  could  not 
succeed  in  certain  reforms  he  wished  to  intro- 
duce. And  why,  sir?  Because  there  was  a 
couutervailing  nnder-cnrrent,  too  strong  even 
for  him  to  stem. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  tho 
number  of  resolutions  which  are  to  be  taken  np 
regularly  every  morning  — debated  for  an  bonr 
throughout  the  session,  and,  at  the  end  of  it 
left  unfinished,  with  the  unfinished  speech  of 
some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  thom ;  and  thla 
resolution  will  infallibly  take  that  coarse,  nnlesa 
you  revise  your  rules  and  orders,  or  nnlesa  the 
House  will  Join  me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to 
make.  Sir,  I  will  not  enter  upon  one  of  tbe 
subjects  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  fiulher 
than  to  say  one  word  in  respect  to  the  school 
at  West  Point.  Sir,  that  school  is  a  contriv- 
ance to  educate  the  sods  of  the  rich  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor.  But  I  will  not,  by  farther 
entering  into  the  subject,  bring  all  that  fbroe 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be 
enlisted  in  defence  of  that  Institution.  I  am 
for  doing  one  thing  at  a  time — but  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that  every  poor  man  in  this  conntry 
who  buys  a  ponnd  of  sogar,  a  peck  of  salt,  or 
OS  much  iron  as  will  point  his  ploughshare,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  cadets  from  West 
Point,  "  you  were  educated  at  my  expense." 
Yes,  sir,  he  can  say  this,  and  how  would  the 
young  man  feel  under  such  circumstances? 
Certamly  as  I  would  not  feel  for  any  considera- 
tion that  can  be  named. 

I  had  rather  that  a  son  of  mine  shonld  be 
obliged  to  make  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  write,  than  that^  while  hii  &tber  ww 
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capable  of  beariag  all  the  necessary  charges,  he 
shoald  be  educated  at  the  public  eipe&ae.  Sir, 
I  make  no  reflectiooa :  for  the  only  man  I  ever 
knew,  who  waa  edacated  under  such  circamtitan- 
ces,  ia  as  estimable,  as  worthy,  and  as  tme  a  nan 
as  BD7  that  lives.  I  never  knew  bat  one.  Bir,  it 
ts  jost  as  easy,  that  tiro  bodies  should  Dccnpj 
the  same  space,  as  that  all  these  irons  shonld  he 
in  the  fire  at  the  same  time,  and  none  of  them 
should  burn.  As  long  as  we  b&ve  this  dead 
weight  against  as,  reformation  is  impossible. 
I  del^  the  committees  to  accomplish  an;  thing — 
yon  may  turn  them  all  into  the  Deportments 
and  they  will  do  nothing ;  and  when  I  say  this, 
do  I  mean  to  «ast  any  personal  Tefiections ! 
Certainly  not — not  at  all,  sir — I  have  already 
•aid  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  even  in  his  highest  and 
most  palmy  state,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt. 
Bir,  there  are  certain  intereats  here  which  were 
too  strong  for  him — they  are  stronger  than  the 
President,  and  stronger  than  the  people. 

Mr.  CitLpipeb  stud  be  should  Tote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
becanse  it  does  not  go  to  the  full  extent,  if  any 
reform  be  necessary  ;  bat  he  sLonld  vote  for 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  irora  Een- 
ttcky,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  not  stop  at, 
or  he  content  with  the  reference  of  the  com- 
mittee, bat  pnrsue  it  to  some  practical  result. 
And  I  will  pledge  myself  (sddHr.  C.)  to  go  with 
the  gentleman  the  Ml  length.  As  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  we  should  begin  with  a  reduction  of  oor 
own  compensation,  1  do  not  agree  with  him. 
Ue  says  that  the  per  diem  allowance  to  mem- 
bers is  too  low  to  compensate  for  onr  loss  of 
time,  thongh  more  than  eoScient  for  our  sup- 
port while  bare.  Bir,  (said  Hr.  0.,)  I  have  not 
patriotism  enough  to  devote  my  time  to  the 
public  for  a  bare  support  My  family  are  to  be 
provided  for,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  compensa- 
tion I  deem  just,  and  use  my  wages  to  support 
myself;  to  pay  my  debts,  to  snpport  my  family, 
Ac,  just  as  I  would  the  avails  of  my  labor  on 
my  farm,  or  anywhere  else :  and  I  deem  eight 
dollars  about  a  proper  compensation,  and  I  sliall 
never  vote  for  less,  for  fear  that  that  compensa- 
tion may  end  the  8d  March,  Ac.  But  the 
gentleman  expresses  a  hope  that  we  have  passed 
the  middle  of  the  session.  Passed  the  middle 
of  the  session!  And  what  have  we  done! 
We  have  passed  one  bill  to  appropriate  money  to 
pay  our  own  salaries ;  and  if  we  are  to  progress 
iQ  the  same  way,  jndgn  ng  of  onr progress  in  fatnre 
from  the  past,  we  shall  pass  one  more  bill ;  and 
what  bill  is  that  to  be )  Not  the  Uriff;  I  pre- 
sume :  for  though  many  gentlemen  are  anxious 
for  the  passage  of  that  bill,  yet  the  resolution 
authorising  the  committee  to  send  for  persona, 
&c.,  bos,  I  expect,  put  the  passage  of  that  bill  out 
of  dispute,  if  we  are  to  rise  the  Ed  of  March. 
Yes,  sir,  the  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defunct, 
is  rocked  to  sleep  for  the  present,  if  we  are  to 
have  a  short  session.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  will 
surest  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  desires  reform, 
to  amend  hU  leiolnlion,  and  refer  the  sntgeot  of 


ittoaSelect  Committee,  andnottotheCiMmb- 
tee  ofWay  sand  Means,  when  the  rotanuIUtlia 
informed  us,  and  no  donbt  honestly,  thit  ttic; 
cannot  have  time  to  make  the  inqQiry.  Badit, 
sir,  to  a  Select  Committee — let  the  nl^ 
be  folly  investigated,  and  I  will  goaUksj^ 
with  the  gentleman  in  his  prognas  bnrnt 
reform  and  retrenchment,  if  any  dull  h 
proved  to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Bahiwlpr  sud,  as  this  thine  is  to  k 

re  into,  BO  far  from  having  reachea  the  mi 
of  the  session,  I  fear  we  have  («1y  bc|a 
it.  I  had  hoped  that,  instead  of  besag  Uf 
way,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it  I  ioM 
know  what  more  the  public  good  impcriei^ 
requires,  that  is  now  attainable,  than  thit  n 
shoald  pass  the  other  appropriation  biD^al 
then  adjonm.  I  shall  vote  against  the  taai 
ment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  bam  Nn 
Tork,  (Mr.  Tatlor,)  but  I  ahall  not,  thetelbn, 
vot«  in  favor  of  the  resolntions  of  the  galit 
man  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Caii.Tos.)  I  oat 
agree  in  sending  the  resolntion  ta  the  C«» 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Ueana  ;  and  one  rcMta  t 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  bm  is; 
truly  told  ns,  that  he  would  be  sent  litta 
chart  or  compass,  upon  a  voyage  of  disonn, 
to  find  out  a  terra  incoffnifa  ;  bat,  if  ado|<td, 
I  will  join  in  sending  it  to  a  Belect  ConmutM 
knowing  from  what  has  passed,  how  tbil  «■- 
mittee  will  be  appointed — I  should  Dot  tj 
knowing,  but  rather,  being  able  to  antidiiA 
from  the  usage  of  the  House  in  all  snch  wo. 
If  this  sDbJeot  is  to  be  brought  up,  I  h^  ^ 
will  be  thoroughly  probed ;  and  the  only  i^ 
thoroughly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  ban  ik 
discussion,  first,  here,  on  the  general  prisdph 
of  reform.  Let  gendemen  here — isthiiHaM 
• — determine  whether  they  will  retraidi,  ti 
then  point  out  what  offices  can  be  spoti*^ 
what  salaries  can  be  reduced.  Sir,  any  iwt- 
ment  at  this  time,  affecting  great  inlettil)  vA 
classes  of  men,  was  what  I  deprecated  ^m 
my  very  worthy  and  moat  respectable  «JIaf* 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Babbocb)  brought  in  his  resohos 
on  the  subject  of  the  Government  SXtA  in  1^ 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  *^ 
although  the  Hoase  refosed  to  put  npnl^ 
table,  finally  obt^ned  bat  nine  votes  t»  ■!■ 
favor.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  here  ii  nj 
place,  that  the  expenses  of  this  Gov«nin«it« 
too  high,  that  they  oncht  to  be  redoraiw 
that,  as  soon  as  such  a  thing  is  practicsbltlg 
ready  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  its  occoi^'i*' 
ment.  Sir,  I  will  specify  one  or  twopaitiadlB 
The  present  salary  of  the  President  of  B* 
United  State*s  and  I  hope  no  gentieioB»3 
understand  me  as  wishing  to  have  it  incRMK, 
has  remained  where  it  now  is  ever  aaix  it« 
appointed,  hard  upon  forty  year*  ■8'i-  .'J* 
other  salary  under  this  Gavenunent  is  i*  K 
same  situationt  Is  there  one  othert  V^s 
by  the  improvidence,  imprudent  conduct,  it"* 
men  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Trearaj.w 
of  the  Councils  of  tMa  Boose,  oate  ^ 
anapioee,  the  whol«  oountij  v>a  ddngn  "■ 
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mooe? — when  the  people  of  the  United 
■  were  brouKht  to  this  pass  tli&t  their 

exchanged  their  Qol«a,n>ottomed  npon 

(very  foot  of  land  and  npon  every  killing's 
rorlli  of  productive  labor  of  the  conntrj, 
tgainst  the  notes  of  certua  corporatioDa  \  yea, 
jxehanged  their  own  notes,  bearing  intereet,  for 
Jie  notes  of  those  oorporstionB,  bearing 
ntereat — when  they  agreed  to  allow  a  bomu 
die  nominal  amoant  of  these  bank  notes,  equal 
»  nearly  twenty,  oert^nly  exceeding  tea  per 
seat. — when  tobacco  was  worth  forty  dollars 
per  hundred,  for  choice  cropa — when  cotton 
was  worth  Qiirty  dollars ;  aad  for  a  sin  ' 
dave,  a  oommon  field  hand,  were  paid, 
my  certun  knowledge,  twelve  bundrea  dollars 
— when  land  was  at  a  price  which  b^car 
■n  belief,  (if  that  price  had  not  been  paid  ii 
worthless  trash,  for  the  land  was,  in  fact, 
cheaoer  than  it  is  now) — then,  sir,  the  salaries 
rf  all  the  officers  of  this  Government 
rai«ed.  I  will  point  to  one,  (abnlinviiiia,)  that 
of  the  Attomey-Qeneral.  It  commenced,  I 
believe,  with  $1,S00,  beoanse  it  was  considered 
that  the  very  office  itself  was  a  great  remuner- 
ation. Since  then  it  has  been  raised,  I  know 
not  how  often.  So  all  the  salaries  have  been 
hiereaaed.  Sir,  hsve  any  been  diminished! 
I  believe  not  one — not  one  t«  my  knowledge. 
It  is  eaay  to  talk  abont  "  a  ceiiain.  style  of 
living,"  and  about  the  dignity  which  becomes 
the  offloers  of  this  Government.  Sir,  we  may 
■well  like  the  poor  frog  in  the  fable,  till  w( 
bnrst,  bat  we  cannot  equal  the  style  or  splendoi 
of  those  on  the  other  skde  of  the  water.  And 
ve  never  shall  be  able  to  eqnol  them,  until  our 
people  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same  state  of 
misery  with  their  people.  Dignity  oonsista  in 
■dv>tiDg  the  style  of  onr  living  to  the  means 
we  nave  to  live  on.  It  never  did  consist  ii 
expense  and  pageantry,  especially  in  a  Govern- 
meat  having  even  the  aemblanoe  of  Repnblic- 
•nism.  Dignity,  like  happiness,  resides  in  the 
mind — it  is  in  the  man,  and  yon  cannot  (nve  it 
by  any  station.  Sir,  there  was  as  mncn  true 
dignity  in  FabricinB— -there  is  now  as  much  tme 
dignity  in  Fabricins,  as  there  ever  was  in 
Louis  XIV. — the  grancU  monargue,  who  was 
never  seen,  even  by  his  vaUt  de  chatabre,  with- 
out the  paraphernalia  of  liis  enormous  wig — 
Mmptu  Curium  eapiUU  ;  yes,  sir,  there  was  as 
mnch  dignity  in  tlie  American  Cnrina  Dentatns, 
I  mean  Roger  Sherman,  as  in  any  of  the  Am- 
bassadors which  his  most  Ghrbtian  M^esty 
tbonght  fit  to  send  to  na,  then  his  very  great, 
dear  allies. 

Sir,  whenever  money  is  plenty,  and  every 
thing  is  at  the  highest  priee,  that  price  forms 
a  very  good  reason  why  salaries  must  be  raised. 
And  when  all  things  have  fallen,  end  the  price 
is  depreciated,  for  aught  I  know,  BO  per  cent., 
why  then,  sir,  the  times  are  so  hard  that  salsries 
eannot  be  reduced,  but,  on  the  contrary,  should 
be  raised.  So,  in  reference  to  the  emolnment 
of  Qovemment,  that  happens  which  happens 
ia  oartaia  other  institotions  where  the  Direotoro, 


the  Cashiers,  and  the  Presidents,  take  good 
care  of  themselves,  but  are  quite  regardless  of 
the  Stockholders.  Sir,  in  this  Government,  the 
people  are  the  Stockholdera,  and  all  I  look  at,  in 
any  public  man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  Stock- 
holders, or  for  the  Directors.  This  is  my  test, 
my  tonchstone.  Tea,  lir,  when  all  things  are 
dear,  salaries  mast  be  raised  because  they  are 
dear ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  stilt  salariea 
must  be  raised,  because  the  cheapness  of  every 
thing  shows  the  scaroity  of  money,  and  that 
the  times  are  hard.  So,  sir,  to  nse  one  of  my 
homely  phrases,  and  that  langoage  is  nnderstood 
by  the  people,  and  is  the  only  langoage  1  will 
ever  use  when  speaking  to  them — the  game 
amoants  to  this:  Croas,  the  people  lose;  and 
Pile,  their  nilers  win.  Sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if 
the  offices  of  this  Government  were  filled  with 
less  able  men,  when  Jeffbraon  was  in  the 
Department  of  State,  Hamilton  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  Knoi^  ave,  sir,  Knoi,  in  the 
Department  of  War,  and  Bradford  was  Attor- 
ney-General, than  they  are  now!  Were  onr 
officers,  with  about  one-half  the  present  salary, 
less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now,  with 
doable  the  aroonnt  f  I  wish  to  know  if  that 
(I  was  going  to  say)  unrivalled  Chief  Jnstiee  of 
the  United  States,  has  any  more  dignity  now, 
when  his  salary  is  $6,000,  than  he  had  when  it 
was  |4,000t  Or  whether  his  anooiatea  are 
more  dignified  now  they  get  $4,000,  than  they 
wore  when  the  salary  was  bnt  $8,500  ?  They  ore 
the  same  men,  they  perfbrm  the  same  services, 
and  with  the  same  ability  and  int««rity.  Sir,  I 
did  not  intend  to  trespass  ou  the  ifoose  so  long 
aa  I  have  done,  bnt  out  of  the  fulness  of  my  heart 
I  have  spoken.  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  conntry  I 
live  in  ia  quite  as  well  off  as  any  of  those  adjacent 
to  it,  and  this  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  the  foot 
of  its  being  tou  far  removed  from  any  Bank, 
from  this  Pttndora's  box,  for  na  to  receive  onr 
fall  portion  of  its  blearings,  which,  like  those 
of  the  evil  spirits,  are  canes.  Bnt^  sir,  there  is 
hardly  a  man  in  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge, 
who  makes  one  per  cent,  npon  the  valne  of  hia 
plantation  and  stock.  For  one  sncb,  I  can  show 
yoa  twenty  persons  whose  aooonnt  of  profit 
and  losa,  if  they  keep  any,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  ude  of  the  Ledger.  Sir, 
the  country  is  in  an  unexampled  state.  I  can 
remember  nothing  like  it,  though  I  remember 
well  when  Lord  Cornwallis  passed  triumphantly 
through  the  Sonth,  carrying  all  before  him, 
before  the  Battle  of  Guildford.  I  remember 
well  the  peace  of  'B8,  and  even  then,  when  we 
liad  nothing  like  this  state  of  things,  although 
the  paper  money  of  that  day  did  its  office,  we 
had  a  forty  shilling  year  for  tobacco,  and  fifteen 
and  twenty  shillings  years  for  many  years 
thereafter ;  and  yet  even  then  the  timea  were 
not  like  these.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  planter 
within  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge,  or  not  a 
fanner  if  yon  please,  with  no  other  resonrce  bnt 
his  farm,  who  has  one  shilling  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  oven  though  be  may  not  have  spent,  '~ 
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expenses  Bwallow  up  all  the  profits,  and,  . 
moet  cases,  tar  exceed  tbem.  And  wbj  is 
thist  Sir,  we  have  been  le^lated  into  this 
thing — wonid  to  Qod,  we  coald  be  legislated 
ont  of  it  igein—Jbeilii  deteenttu  Atgmi.  Aje, 
nr,  but  tbe  return  retoeare  gradmn  nperatgt 
teadtre  ad  aunu  hio  labor,  hoe  oput  ett.  Sii 
we  have  been  impoTeriBhed  till  we  have  scare 
enough  of  spirit  teit  to  act  like  mea.  Yet  w 
hear  that  tbe  eipeoaea  of  this  Ooverament  ar 
onlf  sach  as  comport  with  the  dignit  j — jt3&,  iu 
the  digaitj  of  a  poor  man  with  a  eheriff  at  his 
back — such  as  comport  with  the  dignit;  of  this 
great  Metropolis.  The  dignity,  sir,  of  vainl; 
endeavoring  to  rival  the  Bepresentatives  of 
Antocrate  and  Elnga,  instead  of  exercising 
Industry  and  Economj.  But  when  I  say 
eeouomf,  I  do  not  mean  merel;  the  economj 
of  lopping  off.  I  know  rerj  well,  dr,  that 
Voonomj  IS  one  thing,  and  parsimony  is  quite 
another.  Bnt  I  wonld  conple  indnstry  with 
ftngality,  and  asaociate  it  with  all  the  domestiG 
virtnes.  Bat  no,  sir,  our  sons  most  be  educated 
at  the  public  eipense,  and  when  the  people  are 
in  distress  wo  mast  look  from  their  own  or  our 
ImproTidenoe  for  some  canal,  or  some  road,  or 
some  woollen  manufactory,  to  any  thing  for 
relief — but  industry  and  Belf-denial — and  to 
aaoribe  the  disease  to  any  thing  bnt  the  trae 
oanse,  unwise  legislation  and  prodigality.  And 
when  I  say  this,  sir,  I  don't  mean  to  exempt  the 
States  from  the  charge.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I 
do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  1  will 
never  vote  for  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her 
Legislature,  who  will  not  there  vote  for  short 
aesaions  and  low  tates.  And  if  it  becomes 
neoessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  been,  I  will  turn 
oat^  sir,  and  eleotioueer  against  him  upon  these 
very  grounds. 

That  is  a  good  Government  which  takes  from 
the  people  nolbing  that  it  can  spore.  I  mean 
nothing  that  tbe  Government  can  do  without. 
I  woiud  always  give  the  raquisita  BQpplies. 
Yes,  sir,  I  would  not  stop  the  supplies  unless 
the  Qovemment  refused  to  redress  grievancea ; 
but,  if  it  did,  I  would  follow  the  example  of 
those  very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on 
the  other  side.  Yea,  sir,  I  would  then  stop  the 
aupplies.  I  would  not  hesitate  to  vote  against 
any  item  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  yes,'8ir,  and 
againstthe  appropriation  bill  itself  if  I  coald  get 
at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Sir,  we  are  ttie 
keepers  of  the  people's  money,  and  what  other 
function  can  be  so  important!  If* you  let  me 
have  the  keeping  of  your  money,  I  shall  bo 
veij  glad  to  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of 
your  person  and  the  protection  of  your  wife 
and  ctiildren.  Such  a  state  of  tbioga  would 
benefit  me  much  more  than  if  yon  were  an 
Ethiopian.  Sir,  look  at  the  condition  of  other 
people.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  Irish,  that 
brave,  honest,  gallant,  warm-hearted  people, 
(too  warm-hearted,  I  grant  you,  sometimes, 
when  liieir  hearts  sail  too  fast  for  their  heads.) 
They  are  the  most  oppressed  of  the  human 
BBce.    I  make  no  exception,  sir ;  no,  none  at  all. 


Bat  do  I  take  part  witii  their  oppresK^t  Fir 
from  it.  Look  at  the  people  of  ^gland.  I  uk 
the  House  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  sei-gin  isle. 
And,  sir,  I  hesitate  not  to  acknowledge  that  I 
feel  towards  that  country  as  a  Greek  of  Sjracnst 
wonld  feel  towards  Peloponnesus.  The  French, 
indeed,  are  not  so  badly  off,  yet  many  of  them 
are  extremely  wretched,  if  tLat  can  be  ciBed 
an  extreme  which,  like  Milton's  fire,  haa  u 
extreme  still  more  fierce  beyond  it  Tin 
see  there  the  same  empiricism,  the  uma 
Charlatanerie  that  we  see  here.  There  is,  at 
this  moment,  within  three  miles  of  St.  Stephm'i 
Chapel,  more  misery  and  more  vice  than  eiisb 
on  the  whole  of  North  America,  the  T«st 
Indies  included.  And  what  is  tbe  cure,  art 
The  philanthropista,  instead  of  ferreting  out  thit 
which  is  immediately  under  their  nose^  a 
rather  which  they  are  glad  to  atop  their  n<nEi 
to  avoid,  occupy  themselves  in  t^ing  can  d 
the  slaves  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  Beckfoid, 
Mr.  Eibbert,  and  other  West  India  ge&Llemes, 
whose  condition,  in  comparison  with  tht 
eanaiUe  of  SL  Giles's,  St.  Paul's,  '^estmimtcr, 
and  other  quarters  of  London,  is  a  conditioD  cf 
independence,  virtue,  and  happinesi.  TIm 
misery  before  their  eyes  they  cannot  see— tb^ 
philanthropy  acta  oiJy  at  a  distance.  (I  will 
not  say  only,  for  there  are  some  very  good  men, 
no  doubt,  who  do  relieve  the  sufferings  at  home.) 
Their  philanthropy  acts  only  through  tbeiieir^ 
and  not  through  their  eyes — they  revene  tht 
Horatian  maxim,  that  what  a  man  sees  affeeti 
him  more  than  what  ho  hears.  Sir,  there  vt 
laxtaroni — I  used  the  word  becanse  tlej  *n 
BO — there  are  laaaroni  all  over  Snrope,  asd  I  m 
far  from  Buro  that  we  shall  not  have  some  irf 
them  here— they  were  Uutaroni  only  who  toti 
up  arms  in  defence  of  Kaplea — sturdy  beggu^ 
if  yon  please — sturdy  dogs — but  as  far  above 
the  condition  of  the  oppressed  peasantry  d 
Ireland  in  food  and  raiment  as  a  slave  hert  ii 
above  the  condition  of  a  dave  in  the  Vol 
Indies. 

Sir,  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  have  wandered 
somewhat  from  the  point  in  debate — fednce^ 
probably,  by  that  very  kind  attention  whidi 
the  House  has  accorded  to  me.  If  there  iiuj 
gentleman  who  thinks  I  have  said  too  mncli— 
that  I  have  said  what  I  ought  not  to  say,  or,  net 
as  I  ought  to  have  said  it — let  such  gaitleiDiii 
remember  that  it  lias  not  been  owing  to  me  thil 
this  subject  is  here.  For  myself,  I  should  bi 
Bed  if  we  could  pass  the  other  appropria- 
bill,  and  then  go  home.  I  hope  we  shall 
pass  upon  such  salaries  as  are  to  be  abolislxd  cr 
retrenched  here,  in  this  House,  and  not  mffer 
the  subject  to  go  to  a  committee  at  ^  ontil 
I  shalfbave  settled  the  principle.  laminfiTV 
ither  of  the  amendment,  nor  of  tbe  iwohi- 
n.  I  shall  vote  against  both.  If  w«  m 
that  any  officer  of  the  Govemmeiit 
JO  much  salary,  why  mast  we  s«m 
ir  committees  on  a  voyage  of  dii- 
covery,  or  rather  of  nndlsooverj — for  they  Ma 
and  will  discover  nothing. 
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Sir,  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present.  I 
i&Te  maii7  and  heavy  thin^  to  say — bigh  mat' 
er,  air — irhea  tha  proper  tune  shall  oome ;  bnt 
.  T«aerve  it  until  then. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  said :  If  I  under- 
tand  the  object  of  the  mover  of  tbe  reeolntion, 
1  ia  to  aboliah  neeless  offices,  to  rednce  eztrav- 


Eept  in  viev  by  my  amendment,  without 
loimtering  tbe  objectionable  features  of  tbe 
}riginal  resolution.  Whatever  shall  be  saved 
by  retrenchment  under  the  existing  laws,  mnst 
tie  applied  to  pay  our  debts.  At  the  close  of  tbe 
Last  war,  tbe  party  which  had  declared  it,  and 
bad  carried  the  country  eueoesfally  through  its 
[Mrila,  considered  its  work  bnt  half  done,  antil 
proviuon  was  made  to  relieve  the  oountry  from 
the  burden  it  had  left  on  our  shoulders.  Oordebt 
at  that  time  eioeeded  130  millions  of  dollars. 
For  the  punctual  payment  of  the  Interest,  and 
the  gradnal  reimbursement  of  the  principa],  a 
nnking  fund  was  established,  which,  in  its  reg- 
nlar  operation,  has  paid  the  interest,  and  al- 
ready reduced  the  principal  of  that  debt  to 
55  minions  of  dollars.  Not  only  have  the 
pledged  t«i)  DiiUions  been  thoa  applied,  but  also 
■11  uie  surpluses  which  remained  in  the  Treaa- 
nry,  over  and  above  tbe  sum  limited  by  law, 

^ere  was,  indeed,  a  period,  said  Hr.  T., 
daring  the  lost  Administration,  when  the  con- 
dmon  of  the  Treasury  was  such,  that  it  could 
not  regnlarly  pay  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Knking  Fund  the  annual  ten  millions.    The 

?)propriatJona  remained  a  charge  npon  the 
reasury,  and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
Hveral  millions,  were  authorized,  and  negotiated, 
the  Treaanry  still  remuned  debtor  to  tJie  Ciom- 
mi^oners.  It  was  in  this  condition  of  the 
eonn^,  when,  on  the  one  baud,  we  were  in- 
creanng  our  debt  by  loans  fWnn  banks  and  in- 
diTidoUs,  and,  ontheother,  not  paying  our  debt 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  the  reformers,  the 
macb-abosed  radicals,  of  whom,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
was  one,  succeeded  in  reducing  the  army  rank 
and  file,  from  10,000  to  S,000  men,  and  dis- 
baoding  oseless  officers.  This  operation  saved 
aboDt  a  million  a  year,  which  has  already 
amounted  to  seven  or  eight  millions,  without 
Qie  least  injury  to  the  public  service.  Since 
Uhd,  the  condition  of  tlie  Treasury  has  been 
more  flourishing.  Within  the  last  three  years, 
it  has  paid  the  halancce  it  owed  to  the  Sinking 
Fond.  The  principal  of  the  public  debt  has 
been  eitingnished  to  an  amount  exceeding 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollara,  and  nearly 
twelve  millions  psid  for  interest.  The  speedy 
•itingoishment  of  the  remaining  debt  can  only 
be  arrested  by  some  unlooked-for  national  ca- 
lamity. It  has  been  steadily  and  most  snccesa- 
fally  punned  by  the  present  and  preceding  Ad- 
minisMtions.  It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Ocvemment,  in  whioh  all  men  of  all  parties 
onite.  Why,  then,  is  it  now  brought  for- 
WBrd,asif  it  were  soma  new  discovery)  8ar»- 
ly,  it  cannot  be  neceseary,  for  the  purpose  of 


oonfirming  our  courage,  to  abolish  uaeleei  offioea 
or  reduce  eitravsgant  salaries.  I  have  been 
no  advocate,  said  Hr.  T.,  for  raising  salariea. 
Host  of  tbe  laws  increasing  them,  both  in  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  this  Qor- 
emment,  have  been  passed  in  opposition  to  my 
vote.  When  the  Secretaries  at  tbe  head  of  Ex- 
ecutive Departmenta  bad  smaller  salaries,  they 
lived  less  expensively.  They  were  not  required 
— it  was  not  expected  of  them — that  th^ 
should  keep  open  house,  and  entertain  aU 
members  of  Congress  and  stranger^  who  might 
visit  the  seat  of  Government.  Most  of  them 
could  not  do  it  withoat  ruin  to  their  private 
fortunes.  When  yon  raised  their  salaries  to 
aix  thousand  dollars,  yon  did  them  no  service. 
Ton  imposed  upon  them  tbe  necessity  of  living  in 
more  8plendoT,bntin  lees  comfort.  Fntthesala- 
riesback  to  tbe  old  standard,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  study  and  pnblio  duties ; 
and  I  doubt  not  you  will  have  their  thanks. 

Mr.  Bdoeanak  said,  that  if  the  House  should 
determine  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  reform,  at  the  present  time,  it  ought  to 
contain  a  distinct  proportion,  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  discbarge  the  national  debt  as  soon 
as  pos^ble.  For  this  reason,  he  conld  not  vote 
for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Now  York,  (Mr.  Ti.TM)8.)  When  that 
gentleman  moved  an  amendment,  which,  if  it 
should  prevail,  would  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  original  resolution  which  related  to  the 
extingnlE'bment  of  the  pablic  debt,  he  eipaoted 
to  hear  some  reasons  urged  for  such  an  omis- 
sion.    In  this  be  had  been  disappointed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  know  it  has  beoome  very 
fashionable  in  the  present  day  to  say,  that  we 
are  discharging  the  public  debt  too  rapidly. 
Many  deplore  that  it  is  melting  away  so  fast : 
and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  avowed 
that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  bleesing,  yet  such 
is  the  necessary  tendency  of  tbe  remarks  which 


try.  What  was  the  amount  of  our  debt  before 
the  late  war  1  It  had  been  so  much  rednoed 
that  a  very  wise  and  a  very  great  statesman  felt 
himself  at  a  loss  to  know  how  our  surplus  reV' 
enue  oonld  be  expended,  after  the  debt  ahould 
be  entirely  extinguished.  To  acoomplisb  this 
purpose  amendment  to  the  constitution  were 
recommended.  Bnt  war  came,  and  in  less  than 
three  years,  the  public  debt  increased  from  forty- 
five  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  hli  ooun- 
try, that,  in  peace,  it  was  our  duty  to  prepare 
for  war.  How  can  we  better  prepare,  than  bj 
paying  our  debts  t  Accordins  to  tbe  system 
which  has  been  pursued  by  this  Covemment 
from  Its  origin,  we  have,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, DO  resource  lefli,  in  time  of  war,  but  a  re- 
sort to  loans.  They  and  they  alone  mnst  sup- 
port onr  credit  in  tbe  day  of  trial ;  and  yet  tUs 
resource  had  nearly  been  exbaosbed  before  the 
doee  of  tbe  last  war.  What  has  onoe  beoi, 
experience  teaches  us  may  be  again.    A  war. 
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by  Injuring  oar  foreign  trade,  wonld  cut  off 
mvay  of  the  Bonrcea  of  oor  rerenue,  and  we 
flbodld  be  compelled  again  immediatelf  to  resort 
to  loana.  I  wish,  then,  if  possibte,  to  be  clear 
ofdebt,  when  another  war  Bhall  commence.  Onr 
debt,  reduced  m  it  has  been,  ia  Rtil)  much  larger 
Oitat  it  was  at  the  declaration  of  tbe  lat«  war. 
A  ftitnre  war  would,  in  m  verj  few  years,  raise 
it  bigber  than  it  ever  has  been.  I  am,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  bnsbanding  all  our  reaonrces, 
and  applying  the  whole  sniplna,  not  atwolately 
neceaaary  for  other  objects,  to  the  extingoisb- 
ment  of  the  national  debt.  If,  therefore,  we 
•hall  pass  the  resolution,  I  tmat  that  this  otiject 
will  stand  in  the  livnt  rank. 

I  know  that  the  process  of  extinguishing  the 
debt  has  been  rapidly  advancing  for  several 
jean,  and  I  do  not  oomplaiD  that  the  present 
Administration  have  not  fairly  applied  the  sink- 
ing fond  to  this  purpose.  Although  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  their  fnend,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
admit,  they  have  gone  on  to  carry  into  ^ect 
the  law  creating  that  fund,  which  was  so  wisely 
enacl«d  by  our  predeoeasors.  This  rapid  ex- 
tingniihment  of  the  public  debt  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  much  good  to  the  oonntry.  Among 
Other  beneflta  it  has  essentially  promoted  do- 
mestio  manufactnree,  by  forcing  capital  into 
that  channel  of  boaineaB,  which  wonld  never 
have  been  thus  employed,  could  It  have  re- 
mained in  the  nnblio  stock.  I  shall  vote  for  no 
amendment  which  shall  not  embrace,  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  the  poallion  that  the  public  debt 
^bt  to  be  oxtingoished  as  speedily  as  possible. 
!  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
OuLpBFxa)  had  reasotied  upon  the  tact  which 
he  stated,  and  had  drawn  the  fi^r  dednotion 
trotn  it,  he  wonld,  I  thinlc,  feel  the  foroe  of  the 
remarks  which  I  intend  to  make.  He  says  that 
bnt  one  bill  has  pasted  into  a  law  during 
the  present  session,  and  that  one  is  a  bill  pro- 
ving for  the  pay  of  the  membera  of  Oobgress. 
I  would  ask  uiat  gentleman,  why  is  this  the 
case  I  Why  has  not  more  huainess  been  done  ? 
If  be  had  asked  himself  these  questions,  he 
wonld  probably  have  discovered  the  tme  oriMn 
of  my  reroaiks.  I  wish  to  speak  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  members  of  this  Honae,  when 
I  say  it  is  my  desire,  by  reducing  our  wages,  to 
make  it  our  interest,  as  well  as  our  dnty,  to  do 
the  bnainess  of  the  oonntry  as  it  ariseB,  and  go 
home  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
in  a  hurry — I  do  not  wish  to  act  without  due 
ddiberation ;  and  yet,  I  firmly  beiieve  that  the 
public  business  might  be  better  transacted  than 
it  is  at  present,  in  Tittle  more  than  half  the  pe- 
riod of  our  long  sessions.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  "an  aged  gentleman;"  but  yet,  upon  this 
Bubjeot,  I  can  speak  in  the  language  of  expe- 
rience, and  am  glad  that  there  are  many  f^n- 
tiemen  around  me  who  can  correct  me  if  I 
should  fall  into  error.  I  wonld  ask,  what  has 
been  the  course  of  le^slation  which  we  have 
heretofore  pnrsnedl  What  have  we  done 
daring  the  nrst  half  of  every  long  sesMon  t  I 
■luwer,  comparativcdjr  nothing.   The  foot  stated 


by  the  gentleman  fTom  North  Garoliiu,  (Mr. 
Cui,PEPBB,)  in  regard  to  the  borinees  wWh  hu 
been  transacted  dnring  the  present  Bfggtm,  is 
anbstantially  true  of  those  that  are  past  But 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  waste  of  time  alow. 
The  necessary  consequence  of  this  maimer  of 
proceeding  is  to  force  the  whole  huainentrftba 
session  in  a  solid  mass  upon  tbe  House  near  itt 
close.  Then  we  have  so  mach  to  do  that  we 
can  do  nothing  well.  There  ia  neither  time  nor 
opportunity  for  investigation;  and  mesnut* 
are  adopted,  the  nature  and  efaaracter  ef  wliui 
oannot  be  understood  by  the  House.  Iiiur» 
diately  before  the  dose  of  the  aeeaion,  we  ■» 
employed  in  pasung  billa  until  IS,  1,  S,  lodl 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  have  been  utxn  Ilui 
floor  at  a  late  period  of  the  night,  wbea  im- 
portant amendments  were  arriving  every  (ei 
minutes  ft'om  the  Senate,  which  wm«  tdofUi, 
when,  I  believe,  there  were  not  more  Qui 
thirty  or  forty  members  present.  I  dobtor 
that  it  was  then  in  tbe  power  of  any  in- 
dividual, by  merely  calling  for  a  division,  to 
defeat  any  of  these  measorea.  Thia  would  bin 
fbmiahed  official  information  to  the  Spedcr 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present^  and  thro  no 
hnsiness  conid  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Tenneesee,  said,  I  ibd 
vote  for  the  resolntion.  It  was  wiUi  p^  1 
saw  the  apparent  laugh  and  amusemeet  wUdi 
the  resolution,  and  the  remarks  which  somd- 
panied  it,  afforded  to  some  of  the  geiitlemfn  of 
this  House.  Their  feelings  towards  a  new  men- 
ber  mnst  be  very  different  from  mine,  1  vier 
such  a  member  as  coming  iresh  from  the  peo- 
ple, and,  therefore,  not  long  enough  here  to  tie 
contaminated  by  bad  prtnciplea,  or  evil  tant 
pie.  He  is  fresh  from  tbe  oven  of  public  opin- 
ion ;  and,  as  such,  bearing  the  impress  of  tLe 
people.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  sjm^ 
1  do  not  doubt,  tbe  sentiments  of  aeven-eigiilta 
of  the  honest  and  intelligent  pei^le  whoa  *e 
represent.  What  he  apet^  is  not  his  own  iin- 
gnage ;  it  is  the  language  of  tbe  people,  ind 
while  I  listened  to  him,  I  felt  an  einetioii  d 
shame  that  I  should,  in  any  decree,  darini  tbe 
little  time  I  have  been  here,  nave  wnkoitd 
my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I  bdiere  to 
be  the  will  of  my  constitnents.  The  eonititiF 
tion  itself,  by  appointing  a  periodical  tera  fix 
our  service  here,  reminds  ns  of  the  raioq^ 
that  the  representaives  in  this  hall  oupit,  frwn 
period  to  period,  to  come  firesh  from  the  peo- 
ple, reflecting  their  sentimenta,  and  spesiing 
their  language.  And,  sir,  he  who  disr^v^ 
this  principle,  will  most  certainly  fall  s  victin 
to  his  ovrn  folly ;  and,  in  saying  this,  I  do  cot 
speak  the  dreams  of  imagination,  but  tbe  Its- 
guage  of  fact.  It  baa  been  said,  in  this  diseoi- 
sion,  that  we  have  the  cheapeet  GoTenuol 
on  earth.  Have  we,  sir  !  I  can  call  tbe  lUa- 
tioD  of  gentlemen  to  one  which  has  ontiired  all 
the  repubbcs  of  the  world — of  Athens,  otSur- 
ta,  ana  all  the  other  republics  of  Greece.  Tit* 
ia  not  one  among  them  all  which  is  eqnal  in  ^ 
respect  to  the  little  rcpnWo  of  San  ]bri>4 
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vhioh  has  endured  now  for  fonrtoen  hmtdrad 
years.  So  long,  ur,  tta  a  republic  continnes 
ninple,  its  (^ovenmient  cheap,  and  its  people 
virtnoDs,  it  will  perpetuate  tiieir  happiness ; 
but  as  Boon  as  the  QoTemment  becomes  ipten- 
did,  and  its  ofBcors  grow  into  mlera,  it  will 
Borelj  be  of  short  oontinnanoe.  Now,  air,  what 
is  the  present  aitoation  of  this  cheap  Govem- 
mentt  Why,  sir,  would  it  be  believed  that  the 
namber  of  persona  aotaally  engaged  in  it 
amoonts  to  double  the  number  of  oar  military 
force  ?  Yet  each  ia  the  fact  at  this  moment. 
The  number  of  officers  in  the  variona  depart-. 
menta  of  this  Govenuaent,  civil  and  military, 
amonnt  to  no  lees  than  mue  thousand.  Can 
they  all  be  really  useful  ?  No,  air  it  ia  impos- 
Bible.  I  have  been  informed,  said  Mr.  M.,  and 
believe,  that,  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  the 
disbnrsement  of  abont  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  costs  the  Government  nearly  seventy 
tbonaand.  Sir,  in  this  there  tnnst  be  something 
wrong.  There  must  be  something  rott^t  in 
Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  a^d  that  the  gentieman  from 
Eentucky  ou^bt  to  have  pointed  out  the  pftr~ 
tioolar  mischief  wbioh  he  wished  to  remedy. 


the  in(jairy.  And  1  therefore  hope  this  resolu- 
^u  will  not  be  sent  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  tfeana,  but  will  be  confided  to  a  Select 
Committee,  who  may  be  en»)loyed  exolaaively 
in  this  investisstion.  And  I  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  discretion  of  the  Obur,  that  snch 
members  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  as  are  not ' 

.  already  bnrdened.  I  nope  they  will  go  into 
the  numerons  departments,  and  search  every 
thing  to  the  bottom.  I  repeat,  there  are  now 
0,888  persons  employed  in  these  variona  depart- 
inenta.  Sir,  is  this  like  a  Republio  ?  It  ia  like 
any  thing  else  in  the  world.  Within  the  smsll 
period  I  have  eqjoyed  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
nave  witnessed  a  very  atrong  desire  to  multiply 
ofGcers,  but  no  movement  of  reform.  It  has 
been  said  by  a  gentleman  more  aged  in  expe- 
rience than  I,  (Mr.  RiimoLPn,)  that  this  is  not 
the  aooept«d  time.  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with 
that  genUeman.    It  is  always  the  time  to  do 

.  good.  Now  is  ttie  aooepted  time.  A  continual 
drip  will  at  length  wear  a  hole  in  a  stone,  and  ' 
■o  will  ooutinn^  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed ;  and  I  have 
been  delighted  to  see,  in  so  many  members  of 
this  Uouae,  a  dispodtLon  to  oairy  forth  this 
measure  to  the  good  of  the  country.  Look, 
sir,  at  the  vast  expenditure  of  this  Qovernment, 
and  compare  that  expenditure  with  the  simple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.  This,  sir,  is  the 
true  principle  of  oompariaon,  and  not  to  com- 
pare our  expenses  with  the  expenses  of  fine- 
land,  of  Russia,  of  Austria,  or  of  France.  Such 
a  eomporiaon  ia  manifestly  nnjusk  Our  own 
Government  stands  atone,  and  the  poraUel  will 
not  apply.  Wheu  we  look  at  the  simplicity  of 
its  nLBohineryj  we  shall  find  the  Oovernment 
of  Great  BritAin  a  very  onfwttifDl  monitor.    It 


will  be  worse  if  we  go  to  that  of  Rnsma,  and  it 
will  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any  Kingly 
Government  whatever.  How  many  new  ofBoea 
have  been  created  since  the  days  of  oar  pros- 
perity t  And  when  I  speak  of  the  days  of  proe- 
perity  in  this  Repablio,  I  refer  to  the  firat  days 
of  Hr.  Jefi'ersou's  Administration.  Those  were 
the  days  of  its  glory.  The  Bepnblio  haa  been 
deteriorating  ever  since,  and  will  soon  slide, 
onlesa  carefully  restrained,  into  the  ocean  of 

Srofligacy.  The  geatleman  told  ns  that  the 
[[litary  Academy  at  West  Point  did  not  con- . 
fine  its  benefits  to  the  sons  of  the  well  bom, 
and  the  rich.  Bat,  sir,  I  ask  what  orphan  son 
of  a  widowed  mother  is  ever  recommended  to 
thot  institution  ?  No,  dr ;  we  recommend  a 
boy  whose  father  is  abundantly  able  to  edaoat« 
him,  and  we  do  it  because  that  father  is  also 
able  to  dd  us  in  our  election  to  this  House, 
The  gentlemen  says  the  school  is  conducted 
with  the  greatest  Republican  siroptioity.  &r, 
I  em  at  a  loss  to  know  what  idea  the  gentleman 
attaches  to  those  terms.  If  ever  there  was  a 
monarchical  institution  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
the  military  school  of  France  not  excepted,  this 
certainly  is  one.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  very  crea- 
tures of  royalty.  But  we  have  been  told  that 
we  must  not  stop  here ;  that  we  most  have  a 
naval  institution  also,  in  which  yonng  men 
from  the  first  circles  may  receive  their  educa- 
tion alao,  at  the  public  expense ;  and  I  venture 
to  say,  when  they  have  got  it,  they  will  be 
more  useless,  if  possible,  tban  before.  Bnt  it 
is  with  these  that  our  navy  is  to  be  filled. 
Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are  to  have  a  national 
university,  intended,  no  doubt,  to  prepare 
young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  floor:  tnen, 
sir,  all  things  will  be  going  on  beautifully, 
and  the  poor  people  will  be  mn  down  nnder 
our  feet.  God  save  me  and  my  posterity 
from  any  snch  Republican  institutions.  Sir, 
we  are  misled  by  names.  A  spade  is  not  oalled 
a  spade.  We  call  these  R^blican  institn- 
tioBS.  Bnt  I  say,  let  the  States  edncate  their 
own  sons.  Let  us  have  that  erodle  which 
brought  forth  a  Washington  and  a  Jackscm,  to 
bless  their  conntry.  When,  sir,  did  gentility 
do  any  thing  for  the  public  good  f  When  did 
pomp  and  ^ow  prolong  the  date  of  a  Repub- 
lic 1  Remember  how  Thebes  mouldered  into. 
ruins  when  her  people  sought  to  outvie  the  Per- 
sians. Remember  what  became  of  Sparta  when 
she  forgot  the  simple  laws  of  Lycurgns.  Bo 
will  this  Government  cmmble  into  rain,  before 
twenty  years,  unless  we  stop  tiie  wheels  of  its 
downward  course  in  profiisaey  and  extrava- 
gance. We  come  from  our  homes,  many  ot  us 
at  least,  poor  and  penniless — we  took  at  the 
magnifioenoe  of  this  Hall — we  learn  to  attend 
upon  levees,  and  to  bow  to  those  who  are  in 
fact  our  servants,  and  we  soon  disdain  to  own 
that  we  were  poor.  We  are  dressed  at  the 
public  expense,  and  soon  cat  a  fine  figure,  bat 
this  course  will  soon  destroy  us  onless  we  stc>p 
midway  In  our  mad  career. 
Ur.  Dasixl,  of  Kentoe^,  aald ;  tlw  tdof' 
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tioD  of  this  meaaure  would  in  hia  opmion, 

Erodaoa  much  good.  It  wonld  set  od  foot  an 
iqair7  whether  the  pnblio  expenditures  ore  not 
«zorbitaQt,  and  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  In 
ftuj  ^neral  attempt  to  rednce  the  public  ex- 
penditurea,  it  was  highly  eipedient  Chat  Con- 
grws  ehoold  set  the  example.  Let  db  (said  he) 
begin  by  reducing  oar  own  compensation,  and 
then  other  public  officers  will  have  do  reaeona- 
hle  ground  of  complaint  if  we  should  reduce 
their  saJuies,  which  measure  might  otherwise 
be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  ua.  It  is  my 
opinion,  tliat,  with  proper  prudence  and  econ- 
omy, a  man  may  be  pud  for  bis  serrioes,  and 
live  very  well  on  mx  dollara  per  day;  and 
when  gentlemen  aeem  to  think  that  two  dol- 
lars saving  per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  delib- 
erate connderation  of  such  a  dignified  body  as 
Oongrees,  they  ought  to  consider  that  the 


per  day :  ani  for  the  number  of  days  in  each 
■eaaion,  wooM  amonnUto  an  immense  saving. 
8uch  would  be  the  effect  of  reducing  the  pay 
of  members  from  eight  dollars  per  day,  to  sis, 
or  five,  or  four  dollars  per  day ;  and  members 
might  live  comfortably  for  lees  than  the  latter 
■nm,  tlie  expenses  of  living  in  this  city  being 
nothinx  like  what  he  anticipated  and  expected 
whan  he  1^  home. 

In  our  own  State,  where  the  members  of  the 
Leglfdature  receive  two  dollars  per  day  for 
their  services,  they  live  well  during  the  annual 
eeeeion,  and  return  home,  at  the  end  of  it,  with 
60  or  60  dollars  in  their  pocket,  &&  Another 
reason  which  induced  Mr.  D.  to  favor  a  redac- 
tion of  the  public  expenditures  was,  that  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  duties  on  woollen 
goods,  &C.,  to  moh  an  extent  as  to  operate  as  a 
prohibition  on  their  importation,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  wonld  be,  that  the  people  mnst 
be  taxed,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  support  of  this 
OoTemment:  and  gentlemen,  who  were  in  favor 
of  what  was  caUed  the  tariff  principle,  ought 
to  consider,  if  they  meant  to  press  tnat  meaa- 
nre,  that  it  waa  indiapenssble  that  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  snould  l>e  retrenched.  To 
this,  he  presumed,  a  portion  of  the  public  offi- 
cers could  have  no  great  objections;  and  ea- 
peoially  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
waa  so  desirous  that  the  import  duties  on  cer- 
tain articles  should  be  augmented. 

Tbuda-i,  January  SO. 

SetrenehJoent, 

Hie  House  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 

resolations  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Cbil- 

TOH.     The  following  amendment,  moved  by 

Kr.  Tailok,  of  Kew  York,  being  under  consid- 

"  Unolvid,  That  the  Cominttlee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instmoled  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to 
this  Boose,  what  officers,  iu  their  o[dnion,  may  be 
most  adTsntageeualy  discontinued;  irhat  aalariea 
will  leaaonably  bear  Kduclion;   and  each  otiier 
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Hr.  Flotd,  of  Ya.,  si^d  that  be  waa  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because,  in  his  Judgment,  it 
waa  not  likely  to  result  in  any  thing  beneEdil 
either  here  or  elsewhere.  It  amounts  in  ub- 
atanoe  to  this,  that  a  committee  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  tell  this  House  that  which  they  alnadj 
perfectly  know — that  there  is  prodigality  ua 
waate  in  the  enenditurea  of  this  Govemmoit; 
and  because  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
whole  nation  has  so  long  felt  the  greatest  iu- 
iety,  is,  by  this  amendment,  to  be  strickoi  out 
of  the  resolution.     I  mean,  said  Ur.  F.,  the  ex- 


when  this  House  is  bound  to  do  sometMng  de- 
cisive iu  tte  character.  Heretofor<>,  the  opeit- 
tion  of  this  Government  hsa  been,  in  a  grad 
degree,  beyond  our  limits,  and  confined  to  ob- 
Jects  of  a  constitutional  character ;  but  uoir  a 
new  era  has  opened  upon  ua,  and  we  are  about 
to  feel  all  those  calamitous  conaequenoes  whidi 
ita  meaanrea  and  policy  are  destined  to  bring 
upon  the  people.  It  is  very  true  that  the  doc- 
trine advanced  under  the  elder  Adams,  that  I 
national  debt  is  a  national  bleaung,  has  not 
now  been  diatinotly  avowed ;  but  the  suns 
doctrine  is  subslastially  advanced  in  a  diffemt 
shape.  We  have  been  told  that  a  natimsl  ddtt 
for  which  stock  is  iaaued  by  the  Govemmait, 
is  beneficial  and  desirable,  because  it  eusblM 
capitalists  to  invest 'their  money  in  the  United 
States  securities,  and  then,  if  death  overtakes 
them,  a  permanent  provision  is  made  for  their 
wives  and  families.  The  interest  on  their  in- 
veetmeut,  thongh  not,  perhaps,  so  great  as  that 
ariaing  from  other  atocks,  is  sure,  and  ein  be 
received  with  certainty,  being  free  frtsn  •£ 
those  risks  and  changes  which  arise  from  the 
molconduct  of  Bank  Directors,  and  other  coi- 
tingencies  to  whidi  it  would  be  liable,  if  ia- 
vested  either  in  commerce,  or  in  thesto(^(rf 
turnpike  roads,  steamboata,  canals,  &&,  whidi 
seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

Hi.  BrtMiBT  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  his  colleague,  ([Mr.  Bdchuiak,)  and  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  'RAsnotr'a  and 
Mr.  Floyd,)  who  had  spoken  ag^nst  the  raaoto- 
tiott.  The  object  of  this  resolution  is  to  inetititta 
an  inquiry,  to  aacertftin  whether  abuses  exist  ia 
the  public  expenditures;  whetherthereareany 
unnecessary  offices  and  salaries ;  and  whether 
retrenchment  may  not  be  beneficially  resorted 
to.  For  his  own  part  he  was  decidedly  in  favtc 
of  the  resolution.  Let  the  doors  of  inquiry  be 
thrown  wide  open ;  let  every  one  enter  and  see 
for  himself.  He  would  vote  for  it,  whether  ra- 
ferred  to  a  Standing  or  a  Select  Oomnitlee;  or 
whether  the  amendment  now  proposed  wm 
adapted  or  not ;  he  wonld  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, becanae  the  preamble  propoeed  to  ba 
stricken  out,  seemed  to  him  to  contain  in  as- 
sumption of  the  very  facts  which  it  wa>  tba 
end  and  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry  to  as- 
certain.   l^.S.  was  dendedly  in  favor  ^eno' 
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iDqairrintoBappoaed  abiuee;  and,  if  found  to  ex- 
ist, he  would  go  with  him  who  dares  go  farthest 
in  applfiug  the  correotive.  The  Kentlemaii 
who  mtroanced  this  proposition,  who  oomes 
immediBtel;  from  the  people,  and  from  a 
bighJr  excited  political  contest,  tells  us,  what 
is  undoubted]  J  troe,  thtt  Uie  publio  mind  is  ex- 
cited on  this  subject;  that  the  people  believe 
the  Government  has  become  wasteful  and  prod- 
igal, that  ahnses  exist,  of  the  moat  alanniog 
t^araoter;  and  so  etrona;  was  the  popular  senti- 
inent  on  this  sabjeot,  that  he  was  oblieed  to 
gire  a  pledge  tA  hia  oonstituents,  before  he  left 
them,  to  bnng  this  subject  immediately  before 
the  House — it  was  then,  in  his  judgmeot,  alike 
duo  to  poblic  opinion,  and  to  the  character  of 
the  Goremnient,  that  this  inquirj  should  be 
promptly  institated.  K  the  alleged  abnges 
exist,  let  them  be  exposed  and  remedied.  If 
not,  let  these  ofamors  be  silenced  by  the  report 
of  a  committee  of  this  Ilouse — let  the  public 
.  ear  be  disabused  and  the  publio  mind  put  at 

Uabnsefl  exist;  if  there  are  too  many  ofBoes; 
if  salaries  are  too  high  or  too  numerous ;  if  the 
publio  money  is  wutefully  and  prodigally  ex- 
pended— where  is  the  &ult  I  At  whose  door 
ties  the  un  of  these  offunces  ?  The  fanlt  is  in 
tJiiH  Honae,  air.  Ve  hold  the  purae  atriogs  of 
the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  will 
be  held  responsible,  if  we  apply  not  the  remedy 
promptly  and  efficiently.  Public  offices  were 
not  only  created,  but  the  salaries  fixed,  and 
their  payment  annually  provided  for,  by  law. 
Every  appropriation  of  money  for  everr  ot^Jeot 
of  expenditare,  down  to  the  lowest  clerkship 
in  the  Departments,  had  to  pass  under  the  no- 
tice and  receive  the  sanction  of  die  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueana,  and  afterwards  of  this 
House.  He  therefore  hoped  the  inquiry  would 
go  on — its  postponement  would  ba  a  disregard 
of  publio  auty  on  the  part  of  those  who  be- 
lieved in  the  existence  of  the  evils  and  abuses 
complained  of  His  coUeogoe  had  said,  that 
he  considered  it  too  late  in  the  session ;  that 
half  the  session  had  now  gone  by.  If  half  the 
aesaion  were  gone — what  have  we  done!  It 
haid  been  said,  and  said  truly,  that  but  one  bill 
had  yet  become  a  law,  and  that  was  topro- 
Tideior  the  paymentof  our  own  wages!  What 
■would  become  of  the  tariff  if  half  the  session 
was  gone,  and  no  biU  yet  reported  to  the 
House?  But,  for  one,  if  abuses  existed,  as  had 
heen  alleged,  he  would  stay  here  (however  re- 
luctant) till  midsummer,  if  necessary,  to  expose 
ftnd  correct  them,  and  fulfil  the  other  duties 
-which  we  owe  to  the  country  and  onr  oonstit- 
-uents.  But,  gentlemen  say  we  must  go  to 
work  "  systematically ; "  let  each  individual  go 
to  work  and  ferret  out  abuses  and  expose  them. 
Expose  them  where?  In  the  public  prints? 
For  what  purpose,  and  with  what  view?  This 
oonld  lead  to  no  practical  result.  No,  let  the 
resolution  be  adopted,  let  the  subjeot  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  this  House ;  if  abuses  ex- 
ist, let  them  report  a  bill  for  their  correction ; 


if  not,  let  the  fact  he  stated,  and  let  the  tongue 
of  misrepresentation  be  ulenced ;  let  the  in- 
jurious reports  now  abroad  upon  the  wind,  and 
wafted  to  the  remotest  ports  of  our  country,  be 
exposed  to  merited  reprobation.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rakdoipi!)  says,  we 
will,  by  adopting  the  reeolulion,  send  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  not  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery,  but  of  "uodiscovery ;"  this  consti- 
tuted no  objection  to  the  measure.  The  gentle- 
man had  alleged  the  existence  of  many  and 
great  abnse«.  If  so^  does  the  gentleman  doubt 
Uie  ability  or  disposition  of  the  able  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ferret 
out  and  expose  them!  Ue  presumed  not. 
This  duty  is  imposed  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ana  Means,  by  the  mles  of  the  Ilouse ;  it 
was  a  duty  for  which  they  were  particulturly 
qualified,  by  their  tWiliarity  with  the  whole 
range  of  publio  eipenditnrea  owistBotly  present- 
ed to  then:  view.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  an 
'annual  report  troca  that  oommittiee,  presenting 
in  one  dear  and  comprehenuve  view  to  the 
country,  an  exhibit  of  all  the  expenditures  of 
tbe  several  Departments  of  Government,  civil, 
military,  commercial — with  tbe  conaklerations 
which  recommend  their  oontinnance  or  dis- 
continuance :  thus  public  attention  would  Iw 
attracted  to  abuses  if  they  existed,  and,  if  not, 
misrepresentation  and  unfounded  oomplainta 
would  be  ulenoed. 

Mr.  Blakb  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is 
not  whether  the  national  debt  should  bo  extin- 
^isbed,  but  whether  the  present  Administration 
IS  an  extrav^ant  and  prodigal  one  cv  not.  Be- 
fore I  left  my  oonstitoeiita,  to  diMbarge  tiie  duty 
they  had  been  pleased  to  asngn  me  in  tins  House, 
I  had  heard  repeatedly  and  frequently  that  the 
patronage  of  tnc  AdminislratitHi  bad  become 
alarmingly  extensive — that  the  officers  in  tk- 
rious  Departments  under  them  reoeived  higher 
salaries  than  tiieir  services  entitled  them  to,  and 
that  the  disbursements  of  the  pnblio  mwiey 
were  prodig^,  and  naenadng  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country.  These  oomplainta  were  not  made 
generally  without  assigning  a  responsibility,  bvt 
they  were  all  ohai^[ed  upon  the  Administration ; 
they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  misrepre- 
sentation and  oomplunt  ogEunst  the  present 
incumbents  in  the  high  offioee  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment. Those  distinguished  individuals  were 
represented  as  setting  an  example  of  extrava- 
gance, of  nourishing  and  extending  the  evil  to 
the  community  around  them  at  the  publio  ex- 
pense ;  and  their  conduct  generally,  it  was  em- 
phatically said,  was  incompatible  with  the  true 
oharaoter  of  a  Republic,  sustuning  and  recom- 
mending the  notion  that  this  Government 
ahould  be  splendid  and  profuse  like  the  old 
Governments  of  the  other  hemisphere.  That 
the  gentleman  fVom  Kentacky  has  introduced 
his  resolution,  andpreeentedtheaubjeotserioua- 
ly  before  the  House,  is  therefore  matter  for  re- 
joicing. I  shall  support  an  inquiry  into  these 
charges  most  ;n'lllLQgly.  Let  the  resolation  bo 
adopted,  let  the  investigation  be  proceeded  ii^ 
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and  pushed  thorongbly — let  the  gantlemon  aai 
those  who  m&y  be  assigned  to  aid  him,  have 
ever;  atsistjince  from  thie  Honse,  bo  that  the  in- 
qairy  maj  be  oundQcted  to  t1i«  greatest  advan- 
ttRe.  If  it  be  the  fact,  that  this  is  such  a 
wicked  and  anprinoipled  Admin ibI ration  as  it 
ia  represented,  let  that  fact  be  made  appear  and 
report^  to  ns,  and  let  everj  member  of  it 
tremble  for  the  canseqnenceR  that  will  await 
him  from  a  betrayed  and  indignant  people. 
But  if  it  be  mere  fiction,  originating  in  the 
heated  minds  of  political  tealots,  let  that  fact 
also  appear,  and  let  a  generona  aclinowtedgment 
be  made.  And,  wr,  I  trust  that  there  ia  in  this 
Honse  a  aensa  of  generosity,  a  Bpirit  of  chivalry, 
which  nnder  all  circnmstaiiceB,  wil!  support  its 
honor,  and  induce  it  to  redress  the  calumniated 
and  the  injored.  Sir,  I  cannot  vot«  for  all  the 
resolutions  offered  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, bnt  for  that  one  winch  ia  retained  in  tbe 
amendment  proposed  by  tbe  gentleman  troa 
New  York,  whioh  contemplatas  nn  inquiry 
whether  any  retrenchment  be  necessary  or  not. 
The  other  resolutions  which  precede  it,  state  it 
M  a  fiicttliat  abuses  do  exist,  and  I  un  unwilling 
to  sanction  such  an  admission  by  my  vote,  nntil 
I  have  some  evidence  that  tbey  do  oiist.  So 
fkr  as  he  contemplates  an  inquiry,  I  will  go  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentncky,  bat  I  cannot 
admit  any  loose  and  nnsupported  charges;  nor 
am  I  as  yet  prepared  to  say  that  retrenchment 
is  neceBsai7 — that  tlje  Balsries  of  officers  are 
exorbitant,  and  that  abuses  exist  in  the  disbnrse- 
ment  of  tlie  public  money.  Sir,  we  were  told 
yesterday  about  the  A7est  Point  Academy,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supported  was 
a  reflection  on  the  present  Administration.  It 
is  true  that  the  Administration  lias  sustained 
and  nourished  that  Institution.  And  why  so  } 
IKd  the  Institntion  originate  with  the  present 
Administration  1  No,  sir.  It  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  illustrious  Washington,  so  frequently 
and  deservedly  called  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
was  established  by  Congress  in  the  second  year 
of  the  administration  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  and, 
fhim  first  to  lost,  has  been  protected  and 
oherisfaed  by  every  Administration.  If  it  be 
an  improper  establishment,  and  one  calculated 
to  undermine  the  political  institutions  of  the 
oonntry,  let  not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the 
present  Administration,  but  to  those  who  have 

n  before  it.  We  are  told  by  the  gentleman 
Tennessee.  (Mr.  M[TCDBLL,)thatitiBap]ace 
for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  rich  men,  and 
that  the  sons  of  poor  men  do  not  participate  in 
its  benefits.  Since  the  remark  was  made  by 
the  gentleman,  I  have  inquired  particularly  into 
the  facU,  and  I  have  learnt  enough  to  satisfy 
me  that  the  gentleman  has  been  misinformed — 
that  he  is  mistaken — that  the  appointments  are 
distributed  without  regard  to  the  pecuniary  cir- 
cnmstances  of  the  parent  of  the  applicant — that 
Uie  sons  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  have 
received  them — that  it  is  enough  to  know  that 
the  youthful  candidate  is  one  of  promise,  and 
tltat  tbe  district  in  which  be  resides  has  not  re- 
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ceived  its  full  complement ;  and  theae  bets  b»- 
ing  established,  the  Secretary  appoints  vithoat 
regard  to  tbe  exploded  qnalification  of  lu^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared  to  ssf  thiC  i 
general  retrenchment  is  absolutely  necassTj— 
that  there  are  more  officers  employed  hen  thia 
are  required  by  the  pnblio  interest.  If  ncfa 
wa*  the  case,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
distinguished  individuals  at  the  head  of  tht 
Govemnjent,  would  have  reoommended  th* 
measore.  Mj  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  it 
very  difihrent  from  that  which  the  honorst4t 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  appears  to 
entertain  of  them.  I  believe  them  to  be  t> 
intelligent,  as  honest,  aa  patriotic,  as  any  Kt  rf 
men  at  the  head  of  any  Government  in  th« 
world,  and  that  we  have  canse  to  rejoice  thU 
[hev  are  our  countrymen,  and  have  been  pUced 
Btt^ehetm.  If  justice  should  not  be  dime  thai 
now,  posterity  will  do  them  justice  ;  but  I  hc^ 
and  trust,  and  believe,  Uiat  the  present  age  will 
do  them  justice,  notwithstanding  the  many  pra- 
dictions  and  appearances  to  the  contrary ;  tod, 
sir,  as  it  relates  to  my  humble  fortunes,  I  oh«»- 
fully  and  fearlessly  peril  them  in  the  sum 
barque,  and  am  willing  to  sink  or  swim  with 
the  cause  of  tbe  present  Administration. 

Mr.  WRieBT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  owed  it  to  lbs 
sulgect  to  express  his  satisfaction  that  thii 
matter  had  been  introduced  into  the  Hodm; 
and,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  may  be  permitted,  I  hope, 
to  congratulate  the  country  on  tlie  euspiciou 
prospects  which  now  appear  to  attend  the  nro- 
posed  inquiry.  So  long  ago,  sir,  as  the  18tii  of 
May,  1626,  I  presented  to  the  House  a  propos- 
tion  having  in  view  the  same  oHect  with  that 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Vr. 
Cbilton.)  a  reference  to  the  Journal  of  thit 
day  will  show  a  proposition  introduced  bym^ 
to  amend  the  roles  of  the  Honse,  so  as  to  niN 
a  standing  committee  on  retrenchment,  irboM 
express  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  into  0» 
mode  and  manner  in  wliich  business  was  tnu- 
acted  in  the  various  public  offices,  to  asceitsa 
any  abuses  that  existed,  and  suggest  the  prqicf 
remediea,  and  propose  measures  calculated  to 
promote  economy  in  the  transaction  of  pablio 
afioirs.  The  proposition  met  with  tittle  btor 
then,  and  I  was  unable  to  get  it  off  frors  tbe 
table.  I  am  glad  to  see  many  gentlemen,  taa 
whom  I  then  received  neither  aid  nor  counte- 
nance, anxious  to  promote  the  measure  now.  I 
then  preferred  a  general  Standing  Cmuinilte^ 
because,  in  looking  over  the  duties  assigned  to 
the  various  oommitCees  of  the  Bouse,  I  w» 
afraid  that  this,  as  I  then  thought,  and  itUI 
think,  important  subject,  would  be  neglected  ij 
committees  charged  with  so  many  other  dntin. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  sir,  thinking 
that,  if  I  directed  my  efforts  to  one  single  rab- 
jeot,  I  might  be  more  suoceasfy,  I  offered  s 
resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  Houm.    In 

looking  over  the  items  of  expenditure  c< '"^ 

,  with  it,  I  thought  many  m  them  «~^ 
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and  onnocBssary,  oondncing  more  to  the  con- 
Teulenoe  of  members  than  to  the  BdvoDcenieDt 
of  the  pnblic  iaterest.  I  thonght  retrenchment 
ought  to  be  made,  aad  that  it  wtks  proper  the 
work  flhonld  begin  here,  in  this  Honse.  This 
prqject  f&iled,  as  did  the  other.  I  am  really 
oratified  that  the  subject  is  now  hero  under 
Afferent  auspices,  and  that  the  present  pro- 
position meets  mnch  more  favor  than  either  of 
mine  did. 

I  have,  sir,  still  another  cause  to  oonffratnlate 
mjBotf  that  this  subjeot  ia  introdncea  tn  the 
Honse  at  this  time,  and  nnder  the  present  ans- 
piceo.  The  present  President  of  the  TTnited 
States  has  recommended  it  to  yonr  considera- 
tion in  his  two  last  messages  This  shows  the 
Babjeot  is  not  a  new  one,  brought  forward  for 
the  flrat  time  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentnckj. 
The  President,  in  his  Messf^e  to  Congress, ' 


B,  says :  "  It  is  well  for  ns,  how- 
erer,  to  be  admonished  of  the  necessity  of 
abiding  hf  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant 
economy,  and  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and 
naefol  expedients,  for  pnrsuing,  with  steady 
and  inflexible  perseverance,  the  total  discharge 
of  the  debt."  In  the  Message  of  December, 
18&7,  he  says:  "The  deep  solicitude  felt  by  alt 
classes  throughout  the  Dnion,  for  the  total  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debt,  will  apolo^ze  for  the 
eamestaess  with  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
nrge  this  l«pio  npon  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gresB ;  of  recommending  to  them  again  the 
strictest  economy  in  the  application  of  the  pnb' 
lie  funds, " 

Sir,  if  we  really  wish  to  retrench  the  pnblio 
expenditures,  and  reform  existing  abuses,  we 
have  reason  to  felicitate  ourselves  on  the  pros- 

rt  of  doing  something ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
satisfied  that  ameosure  which,  when  brought 
forward  by  me,  wholly  failed  to  find  favor,  and 
which,  when  earnestly  and  repeatedly  recom- 
niended  to  oar  consideration  by  our  present  ex- 
cellent and  vigilant  Chief  Uaglstrate,  under  the 
injunctions  of  the  constitution,  oonld  not  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Honse,  or  draw  out  one 
friend  of  economy  and  reform  in  its  favor,  has 
now  drawn  to  its  support  the  aid  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, from  different  sides  of  the  House.  I 
hope  something  will  now  be  done,  I  have  sup- 
posed that,  in  some  of  the  many  pnblio  offices 
to  which  the  budness  of  the  nation  is  con- 
aigned,  their  is  extravagances  and  abuses  that 
need  remedy ;  but  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  I 
am  unable  to  say  precisely  where  the  extrava- 
gance or  the  abuses  can  be  found.  I  want  the 
Bobjeot  inquired  into  by  a  competent  committee, 
and  folly  probed  to  the  bottom.  Give  us  in- 
formation and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed, 
let  ns  reform.  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  this 
duty  would  be  better  performed  by  the  able, 
experienced,  and  diligent  Oomroiltee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  tjian  by  any  Select  Committee  which 
may  be  raised,  composed,  probably,  of  new 
members.  Gentlemen  must  be  niore  fortunate 
than  I  have  been,  if^  in  visiting  the  offices  on 
a,  they  can  find  their  w^y  through  the 


different  ofBoiol  ramifications  of  the  offices ; 
and  they  will,  1  fear,  make  rIdw  progress  in 
searching  for  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  routine  of  business.  If  gentlemen  will 
advert  to  the  dnties  devolved  by  the  rules  of 
the  House  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  will  find  that,  among  other  thinga, 
that  committee  is  reqnired  "to  inqnire  into  the 
state  of  the  public  debt,  of  tbe  revenue,  and  of 
the  eipenditnres,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time^  their  opinion  thereon ;  and  to  examine 
into  the  Btat«  of  the  several  pnblio  Departments, 
and  particularly  into  the  laws  making  appro- 
priations of  moneys,  and  to  report  whether  the 
moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with 
those  laws ;  and  also,  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  snoh  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  odd  to  the  economy  of  the  De- 
partments, and  the  accountability  of  their 
officers."  This  committee,  then,  is  the  proper 
committee ;  its  members  are  familiar  with  the 
whole  subject,  many  of  tbem  are  old  members ; 
they  have  long  contemplated  the  whole  routine 
of  pnblic  business  in  the  offices,  and  can  act 
speedily  and  efficienUy.  They  know  where  to 
strike;  from  them  I  should  expect  something; 
but  I  should  not  feel  the  same  confidence  in  a 
Select  Committee.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  ref- 
erence will  be  to  that  committee ;  bnt  if  that 
is  refused,  I  will  vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 
iSir,  it  has  become  &shionable,  in  variona 
parts  of  the  House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and 
to  proclaim  their  desire  to  do  the  public  buwnest 
and  go  home ;  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  this 
occasion,  lest,  I  should  not  be  favored  with 
another,  to  say,  that  it  is  also  my  desire  to  do 
the  public  business  and  return  home.  I  am 
willing  to  engage  in  doing  the  pnblio  business, 
and  work  at  it^  and  when  done,  to  go  home. 
But  I  am  not  willing  to  gobome  before  we  have 
made  some  effort  to  do  the  pnblic  business,  even 
if  we  ful  in  accomplishing  it.  What  have  we 
done!  The  gentlcmanfrom  Pennsylvania  (Ur, 
Bttohasah)  has  told  us  the  session  is  half  over. 
We  have  passed  a  law  appropriating  money  to 

Ely  ouraelvea,  bnt  what  else  have  we  done? 
et  gentlemen  examine  into  the  business  done^ 
and  they  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other  aat. 
Let  ns  not  go  home  and  leave  the  pnblio  busi- 
ness, but  do  it,  and  then  talk  of  going  home. ' 
If  I  understand  the  gentleman  right,  (and  I  al- 
ways listen  to  him  with  pleasure,)  lie  avowed 
himself  favorable  to  retrenchment  and  reform, 
but  thought  it  not  the  accepted  time  to  engage 
in  that  work.  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time  t 
If  I  seek  on  answer  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  find  nothing  but  the  observations  al- 
luded to,  that  the  session  was  half  through,  and 
we  ought  to  do  the  public  bnuness  and  go  home. 
Is  the  gentleman  content  that  we  iufer  from 
this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
public  bnsiness )  Surely  he  would  not  admit 
that.  We  have  done  nothing — there  must  be 
some  public  business  done  b^re  we  go  home. 
What  are  we  to  do  I  This,  sir,  is  pnblio  bnal- 
nesa— let  ua  engage  in  it.    IM  u       ' 
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ferret  out  abnasB,  if  any  exist — and  reform. 
The  geotteman  hu  declared  that  he  is  no  friend 
to  the  AdminiBtratioD.  I  declare  I  am  a  friend 
to  the  Adniiuiatratioa ;  and  I  am  for  engaging 
In  this  DieasQre — which  haa  been  repwitedly 
pressed  apon  us  by  the  President — and  cofrect- 
mg  aDf  abuses  that  shall  be  fonnd  to  eziat  I 
will  go  with  the  gentleman  in  this  work.  Be- 
gin tue  inquiry ;  and  if  we  are  nnable  to  accom- 
flish  oar  object  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
will  go  farther,  and  empower  the  committee 
to  send  for  persons  and  puiers,  and  allow  them 
to  sit  here  during  the  wnole  recess  of  Congress, 
if  necessary,  that  we  may  have  the  information 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  in  time  to  act  on  it  then.  Let  us  go 
to  work,  and  stick  to  it  trom  morning  to  nigbt, 
and  try  to  do  some  of  the  bnrinesB  before  ns. 

The  Chief  Uagistrate  was  a  candidat«  for  re- 
election i  the  people  shonld  be  informed  if 
these  charges  are  true.  An  issue  is  made  up 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  people, 
and  before  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  tlie 
guilt  or  innocence  of  this  officer,  they  should 
be  furnished  with  the  evidence— all  the  evidence 
on  the  subject.  The  gentieman  from  Virginia, 
entirely  over  the  way,  ^t.Flotd,)  supposes  the 
friends  of  the  Adrainistratioo  are  opposed  to 
retrenchment,  and  to  the  reduction  of  tUe  pub- 
lic debt.  Sir,  I  know  of  no  such  opposition  of 
the  friends  of  the  Admiuistration.  No  one  haa 
avowed  any  such  feelings.  The  supposition  is 
groundless,  altogether  gratuitous.  Xbe  friends 
of  the  Administration  are  friendly  to  retrench- 
ment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  friends  were 
opposed,  I  have  shown  in  the  extracts  I  have 
read,  that  the  Cabinet  and  President  are  in  fa- 
vor of  both. 

8ir,  we  have  boen  told  of  great  extravagances 
and  of  many  abuses — but  no  one  has  been 
■peciflod.  I  regret  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
Tell  us  where  the  abases  are  to  be  found — what 
officers'  salary  should  be  reduced.  Is  it  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General  t  Will  any  gentleman 
say  his  salary  is  too  great  a  compensation  for 
the  various  and  arduous  duties  devolved  upon 
himt  If  he  does,  let  him  satisfy  me  of  the 
fkct,  and  I  will  unite  to  reduce  his  pay.  But 
how  can  the  Administration  be  chargeable  with 
waste  and  extravagance !  They  can  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriations  of  Congrts.9 ; 
and  what  Jaws  have  we  passed,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Administration,  to 
increase  expenditures  or  salaries,  except  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General !  I  recollect  none. 
If  then,  there  is  waste  and  profligacy,  and  cx- 
travagancBf  it  originates  and  continues  here. 
Point  out  the  extravagant  object,  and  witlihold 
the  appropriation.  Wo  are  to  blame — we  hold 
the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can  close 
and  open  the  purse  at  pleasure.  The  gentleiiian 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  speaks  of  visionary 
and  extravagant  projects.  Does  he  rank 
among  Uie  visionary  and  extravagant  projects 
that  iutrodnced  by  hiaiBeU^  to  eatAbliah  a  new 


Oovernment  at  the  month  of  the  Columbii,  or 
Oregon  River  ?  I  formerly  went  with  him  in 
favor  of  that  bill,  but  he  says  bo  much  of  virioa- 
ary  schemes,  that  I  begin,  to  doubt  if  (hit  tie 

Ur.  HcDrFTiB  moved  to  amend  the  tnttBd- 
ment  proposed  by  Mr,  Tatlob  yesterday,  bj 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "that,"  «iu 
which  It  commencea,  and  inaertiug  aafoDoTi: 

"The  Committee  on  Public  Eipeudituna  be  di- 
rected to  eiamtne  iulo  the  manner  in  which  tin 
moneys  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  fot- 
ogD  Intercoune  have  been  expended,  and  that  the 
Commilleea  on  the  several  Eiecutlva  Depituitiiti 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  vhiGhtlw 
moneys  appropriated  Tor  the  conllngenl  tipetaetti 
those  Dvpartmenls  have  been  expended;  iDdtlal 
the  said  several  committees  do  make  speciil  Rport 
to  this  House,  as  tar  »  they  can  aBcertain  the  fkU 
touching  the  matters  before  stated." 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Ur.  HcDimi 
said,  it  was  with  no  affectation  he  declared  hie 
sincere  regret  at  the  introduction  of  this  matter, 
and  at  the  course  the  discnssion  of  it  had  tika. 
I  was  fully  convinced,  from  the  beginning  mi 
Mr.  HoD.,  that  no  subject  could  bestirred  mlhtt 
House,  bearing  either  directiy  or  indirectly  on 
the  two  great  parties  militant  now  in  the  £dd 
of  political  warfare,  that  would  not  interfere 
most  injuriously  with  the  appropriate  l^islatin 
business  of  Congress.  It  was  this  conrictiiin 
that  caused  me  to  do  every  thing  in  ny  powcf 
to  arrest  this  debate  at  its  cowmencemcnt,  sod 
to  regret  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bakdolfh,)  to  1*; 
the  resolution  on  the  table — a  regret  in  riuch, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  House  most,  by  this  Cim^ 
partioipate— did  not  prevail.  But  we  haveDDT 
fully  got  into  the  discussion.  All  attempts  to 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  coocurreiiM 
of  both  sides  of  the  Honse ;  and  so  fir  as  it  can 
be  considered  a  party  question,  a  portion  of 
both  parties  appear  to  have  rushed  into  it  So 
far  as  my  conduct  is  concerned — whether  stit 
relates  to  my  duties  as  k  Bepre«entative  of  tb« 
people,  or  as  a  member  of  a  party — I  wonM 
have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  shall  is 
this  matter,  act  upon  my  own  grounds  and 
upon  my  own  opinions. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  think  it  proper  to 
say,  that  I  do  not  regard  it  as  becoming  the 
dignity  of  this  House,  or  as  consistent  wilh  the 
public  interest,  which  it  is  our  special  du^to 
promote,  to  entertain  Jurisdiction  of  any  qiKS- 
tion  which  is  either  intended  or  calculated  to 
have  a  political  bearing  upon  either  of  the  fa 
parties  that  now  divide  the  country.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  public  interest,  wehavetoomnch 
reason  to  apprehend  tlie  undue  and  improper 
infosion  of  party  politics  into  the  discussion  d 
those  legislative  measures  which  it  is  our  iatj 
to  consider.  Under  this  impression,  I  enttni 
upon  the  business  of  this  Congress  with  a  fiiw 


necessary  to  the  proper  diaohaige  of  my  datT 
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In  rel&tton  to  thoae  public  measores  which  be- 
long to  the  legiBlation  of  Congreas.  But,  sir, 
I  presume  I  shall  obtain  credit  when  I  so;  that, 
if  it  shall  ever  become  m;  datj  to  make  any 
moTement  here  tending  to  implicate  this  Ad- 
ministratioQ,  I  Bhall  openly  and  diatinctly  avow 
my  pnrpose.  Believing  it,  however,  to  be  in- 
eompatible  with  the  iutorest  of  the  conntry  to 
earry  on  this  disonasion,  either  for  the  pnrpoBe 
of  inculpating  or  exculpaCing  the  Admioistrft- 
tion,  I  sincerely  Iiopo  it  will  be  speedily  ter- 
miaated :  for,  as  to  any  other  object,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  nothing.  No  prsoticsl  result 
can  possibly  grow  oat  of  it  the  present  session. 
intn  r^^ard  to  the  nomber  of  offloera  existing 
under  this  OoTemment,  and  the  salaries  they 
now  e^joy,  I  would  remark,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  present  Administration  cannot  be  fairly 


created,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  their  sala- 
ries fixed  by  1ai^  before  this  Administration 
came  into  power.  A  proposition  to  limit  the 
nnmber  oi  these  officers,  or  to  curtail  their 
salaries,  onght  not,  therefore,  to  be  debated  as 
a  question  affecting  the  present  incumbents  of 
the  Kxecutive  Government.  That  certainly  is 
not  the  point  of  their  responsibility.  On  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  retrenchments,  I  differ 
entirely  fVom  tie  mover  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion. The  true  mode  of  effecting  reforms  really 
and  extensively  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not 
by  lopping  off  public  officers  with  an  indis- 
oriminating  bandT  and  cnrtailing  salaries  without 
a  due  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  duties  for 
which  they  are  pud.  This  is  at  best  bnt  a  very 
small  business.  Nosaving  worth  the  discussion 
oonld  be  effected  by  it.  If  any  thing  salutary 
is  to  be  done,  it  most  be  a  general  and  sys- 
temalio  reform  of  the  system  which  regnlat«s 
and  controls  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
money.  An  effective  system  of  responsibility 
might  save  millions  in  the  public  expenditures ; 
I  make  this  general  remark  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  operations  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  ao  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the 
present  Administration.  But  I  will  state  for 
the  information  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Hr.  CfimTos,)  and  for  the  purpose  of  il- 
Inatrating  the  view  I  am  presenting,  that  there 
are  two  of  the  Executive  Departments,  as  well 
organized,  both  with  referunco  to  tbe  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties  belonging  to  them, 
and  to  the  strict  observance  of  economy  in  the 
^abnrsement  of  tbe  public  money,  as  any  De- 
partments ever  were  organized  in  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  Department 
of  War  and  that  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
Yes,  sir,  it  is  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demon- 
stration, the  system  of  atiict  accountability  in- 
troduced into  the  War  Department  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  War,  effected  an  annual  saving  of 
•t  least  one  million  of  dollars  in  tlie  expenses 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  independent  of 
tbe  reduction  of  the  Army.  Tho  improvements 
introduced  into  Uie  Post  Office  l5epartment, 


have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  striMog,  to 
its  usefulness  and  economy.  Since  that  Depart- 
ment was  committed  to  the  man^ment  of  the 

excellent,  and  able,  and  faithful  officer  who  now 
presides  over  it,  an  increase  of  half  a  million  af 


telligenoe  by  the  mail,  throughout  tiverj  por- 
tion of  tho  Union,  have  been  increased  two  or 
three-fold.  And  how,  air,  were  these  signal 
improvements  effected!  By  diminishing  the 
number  of  the  officers  connected  with  those 


was  necessary  for  a  proper  distribution  of  duties 
and  diviwon  of  responsibility.  To  each  officer 
was  assigned  his  appropriate  duty,  and  the  officer 
whose  duty  it  was  to  control  and  check  the  dis- 
bursing ofScera,  hod  no  agency  in  making  the 
disburaement.  To  the  complete  succeea  of  this 
eastern  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  a  con- 
siderable  increase  of  clerks  has  been  indispen- 
sable. And  I  was  informed  the  other  day  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  that  one  single  clerk 
had  been  the  means  of  saving  fifty  tbousand 
dollars,  1  think,  in  the  postage  of  newspapers 
alone.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  lacta 
on  the  subject  we  are  disous^ngt  I  will  tell 
yon,  sir.  As  it  is  apparent  that  no  beneficial 
reforms  have  ever  yet  been  introdnced  that  did 
not  proceed  from  ^e  chief  officers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Departments,  so  may  we  jaslly  infer, 
that  no  important  improvements  ever  will,  or 
ever  can  be  made,  witnout  at  least  the  aid  and 
co-operaBon  of  those  officers.  If  we  have  not 
at  the  head  of  those  Departments,  able,  efficient, 
and  practical  men~men,  sir,  who  have  a  talent 
for  business — I  will  not  aay  for  action,  lest  I 
should  be  misoonstmed,  as  on  another  occasion, 
to  mean  military  action — unleaa,  in  a  word,  we 
have  men  eminently  qualified,  not  only  to  talk 
about  pnbiic  business,  hut  to  do  it  successf\illj, 
it  will  be  in  vain  for  this  House  te  attempt  any 
thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money.  It  must  be 
obvious,  I  think,  from  these  views  of  the  subject, 
that  it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to 
go  blindfold  into  the  busine^  of  reform,  cutting 
off  indiscriminately  this  officer  and  that,  with- 
out a  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  whole  system,  and  the  relation  which 
the  officers  in  question  bear  to  that  system.  So 
far,  therefore,  oa  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  proposes  a  reduction 
of  officers,  or  a  decrease  of  their  salaries,  and 
that  seems  to  be  its  principal  aim,  I  repeat  my 
opinion,  that  tbe  inquiry  must  end  in  nothing. 
Wo  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House 
a  tilting  against  shadows.  With  what  con^at- 
enoy,  sir,  could  any  committee  of  thia  House 
recommend  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  when,  at  the  very  last  sessimi, 
Oongress  anthorized,  by  law,  an  increase  of  tiie 
nnmber  employed  in  almost  every  one  of  the 
Executive  Deportmenta !  I  cannot,  therefore, 
consent  to  indulge  tha  peculiar  views  of  any 
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member  ou  either  side  of  the  Ilouse  so  far  as 

to  coDsniae  the  time  of  this  House,  -which 
onght  to  be  devoted  to  the  ordloarf  butriiiees  of 
the  Bession,  in  what  mast  evidently  prove  to  he 
an  naprofitabic  inquiry,  and  worse  than  an  un- 
profitable discussion.  I  have  no  idea,  air,  of 
converting  this  hall  into  an  arena  for  conducting 
apolitical  canvaaa,  A  few  words,  sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

It  appears  from  the  very  large  vote  recently 
given  against  laying  the  remlotion  on  the  table, 
mclading  both  parties,  that  the  Ilonse  deem  an 
inqnirr  necessary  and  proper.  The  friends  of 
the  Administration  seem  t4>  regard  snob  an  in- 

Sniry  neoessar?  to  exonerate  the  Administration 
■om  the  impotations  svppoeed  to  be  r.ast  npon 
them.  Now,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that, 
if  we  go  into  an  inquiry  at  all,  it  should  not  be 
mere  children's  play.  If  we  are  to  prosecute 
an  inquiry  into  the  alleged  or  the  possible  abuses 
of  the  Government,  let  us  direct  that  inquiry, 
ipecifically,  to  those  parts  of  the  system  where 
snch  abuses  are  most  likely  to  occnr.  Though 
I  will  never  sanction  the  injustice  of  making 
this  Administration  responsible  for  the  extent 
of  the  peace  establishment,  civil  and  military ; 
yet  the  application  of  the  varioas  contingent 
fanda  placed  at  their  disposal,  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent matter.  I  perceive  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  are  very  prompt 
to  meet  this  as  an  attack  on  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, and  to  insist  npon  an  inquiry,  with 
a  view  to  their  defence  and  exculpation.  I 
wonld  suggest  to  those  gentlemen,  that,  if  their 
object  is  to  whitewash  the  Administration,  they 
can  accomplish  it  only  by  giving  the  inquiry  a 
direction  sncli  as  1  have  proposed.  All  the 
other  points  of  inquiry  that  have  been  suggest 
ed,  are  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  Ad- 
ministration is  concerned.  But  if  there  has 
been  an^  thing  extravagant  or  improper  in  the 
application  of  the  contingent  fnnd,  they  onght 
to  be  held  reaponsiWo  for  it.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge OS  to  the  manner  in  which  this  fund  has 
been  employed,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplo- 
matic agents  and  messengers  sent  abroad.  1 
have,  however,  seen  it  repeatedly  stated  in  the 
pnblio  prints — and  I  can  mate  the  matter  no 
more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or  I  would 
not  state  itr~that  a  distinguished  editor  of  a 
newspaper  in  Virginia,  received  from  the  con- 
tingent fund  about  1,700  dollars,  for  going  to 
Bnenos  Ayres  on  public  basiness,  when,  in  fact, 
he  went  to  Europe  on  his  own.  Abuses  of  this 
kind,  if  they  eiist,  ought  surely  to  be  exposed 
-and  corrected.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  doe 
to  the  officers  implicated,  that  the  troth  should 
be  presented  in  an  authentic  form  to  the  public. 
I  think  the  contingent  fund  a  very  proper  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  without  any  reference  to 
alleged  abuses.  There  should  be  an  annual 
scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  this  Honse  into 
tile  application  of  all  the  contingent  fnnds,  and 
the  scrutiny  cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  subject  altogether ; 
bnt,  as  it  has  been  forced  npon  us  from  all  sides 


of  the  Ilouse,  I  cannot  consent  to  it  only  in  the 
specific  and  nractical  form  indicated  in  th« 
amendment  I  have  submitted. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  addressed  the  Chair.  Thit 
has  arrived,  (said  he,)  which  must  have  Iteai 
foreseen  by  every  member  yesterday,  vhethci 
he  voted  for  or  against  the  motion  to  lay  this 
resolation  on  the  table.  This  House  is  cog- 
verted  into  an  electioneering  arena.  1  dtanld 
not,  permit  me  to  say,  before  I  go  any  Either, 
have  ioqnired  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
"  over  the  way  "—I  wUl  not  say  ont  of  Uw 
way — at  which  of  the  two  gentlemen  &iuii 
Virsinia  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  ho 
levdled  his  remarks,  if  he  had  not  responded  l« 
the  inqniry  of  my  colleague  that  he  aid  not  in- 
teod  them  for  him;  and,  as  at  my  call  he  d«- 
Clares  that  he  did  not  intend  them  for  me,  1 
leave  it  to  that  other  gentleman  from  Virgiiiit, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  has  spoken  on  this 
debate,  to  take  them  to  himself. 

[Here  Mr.  Wrioht  asked  permission  to  ex- 
plain— but  Mr.  RutDOLPH  r§fu6ed  to  yield  tlit 
floor  for  that  purpose^ 

But,  (oontmaed  Mr.  R.,)  if  the  gendemm 
meant  my  colleague,  (Mr,  Flotd,)  to  my  od- 
leafpie  I  relegate  the  gentleman,  being  vdl 
satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  in  better  bandi. 
Yes,  sir,  with  this  thing  I  have  done  forever. 
I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  suffer  mjeelf 
to  be  induced  to  enter  into  personalities  with 
any  man  npon  this  floor ;  but  I  do  knoir  tbtt 
the  newspapers  have  it  in  their  power,  sad, 
whether  designedly  or  not,  they  do  eierciie 
that  power,  of  giving  to  my  remarks  a  pun- 
gency and  an  application,  which,  as  made  by 
me,  they  were  divested  of — I  refer  now  to  a  iite 
and  notorious  occasion. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  the  peculiar  atnte  of  thinn 
in  which  we  are,  I  will  vote  for  the  ameno- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Canjlins, 
but,  if  it  is  adopted,  I  shall  vote  againfitthe 
resolution,  as  amended.  I  was  sent  here  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Representative  to  tbe 
best  of  mj>  ability,  for  the  good  of  those  whom 
1  represent';  and  that  datylchall  dischai^mi- 
doterred  by  colls  of  yeas  and  naya,  and  by  tbe 
bugbears  and  hobgoblins  which  may  be  eon- 
jured  up  of  any  supposed  responsibility — bo- 
dismayM  by  any  fear  of  imputations  of  sup- 
pressing inqniry,  or  of  conniving  at  public  aboM 
■ — insensible  to  any  imputations  of  throwing 
out  against  Government  chari^s  which  I  un 
not  prepared  to  establish.  I  shall  vote  agsiost 
the  resolution,  fearless  of  consequences,  ud 
the  motives  npon  which  I  vote  I  will  avow 
to  my  constituents,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
I  have  never  yet  refused  to  do  so,  undw 
mnch  more  trying  circumstancee  than  the 
present — for,  in  proportion  as  the  atmospbew 
presents  nothing  but  clonds  and  darkness  to  the 
view  of  the  gentleman  from  Indians,  (Hi. 
BuxE,)  so  to  me  the  aspect  of  it  exhibits  indi- 
cations of  retnming  snnsluDe.    ITo,  sir,  I  liuU 
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Mat  b«  deterred.  I  shall  do  whatever  I  think 
ristit — (Uid  when  I  My  bo,  I  do  not  B»7  that 
oUter*  will  not — far  from  it — I  will  not  vote  for 
any  proposition,  whether  from  friend  or  from 
foe,  which  I  think  oalcnlated  to  injure  the  great 
cause  of  the  people  of  these  United  State*. 
K'o,  Bir,  DO  gloss  that  can  be  g^ven  to  my  words, 
DO  coloring  whatever  that  may  be  pot  upon  my 
eosdoct,  ^all  induce  me  to  uy  aye  when  I  am 
inclined  to  say  no,  or  no  when  mj  feelings 
prODipt  me  to  say  aye.  I  may  stand  alone.  I 
nave  tieen  in  sm^  minorities  under  the  first  of 
tbe  present  dynasty,  and  I  have  been  in  a  mi- 
nority under  the  second,  and  it  is  very  possible 
I  nuy  be  in  a  minority  now— bat  that  wiil 
make  no  difference  to  me. 

Sir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  the  oomraon 
law,  drawn  from  the  only  fountain  of  wisdom, 
experience,  (a:id  the  experience  of  ages,)  that  no 
man  shall  be  trusted  to  try  his  own  cause,  or  be 
a  witness  in  his  own  cose.  It  i>  on  the  appli- 
cation of  that  wise  and  salntary  maxim  to  onr 
present  ntnation,  that  I  say  so  to  this  inqainr. 
I  B^  no.  The  gentleman  fh>m  Indiana  has  told 
ns  UkBt,  for  his  part,  he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to 
swim  with  the  Administration.  He  has  nailed 
his  colors  to  the  mast.  Sir,  I  admire  his 
gallaiitry,  but  he  must  pardon  me  if  I  have  no 
wisb  to  unk  along  with  him,  or,  what  is  worse, 
to  mnk  the  cause  in  which  I  am  embarked 
agtunst  him,  by  agreeing  to  any  measure,  pru- 
dent or  imprudent,  concerted  or  nnconcerted, 
matured  or  precipitate,  which  any  new  or  any 
(rid  member  may  throw  into  this  House.  I  say 
to  that  gentleman,  and  to  others,  that,  as  soon 
as  they  give  us  the  hehn,  we  are  responsible, 
and  not  before,  for  tbe  safety  of  the  ahtp.  But 
I  will  not  consent  to  inflate  her  sails — I  will  not 
ooosent  to  impel  her  canvas — I  will  not  consent 
to  work  like  a  galley  slave  at  pulling  the  oar, 
while  she  has  a  helmsman  who  may  at  any  time 
he  pleases  mn  ber  on  a  shoal,  and  make  me 
reqtondble  fbr  the  result.  Ko,  sir,  I  will  be 
content  to  wsit.  I  will  wut,  sir,  unlU  a  fao- 
tioos  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Btatea,  who  have  returned  a  faotiotu  msjority 
to  the  other  House,  and  as  I  hope  to  this  lUso, 
■ball  have  elected  a  Actions  Resident    Bir, 

a  bad  scarcely  taken  your  seat  in  that  chair, 
re  one  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  times 
neeringly  said  to  us,  I  wish  yon  Joy,  you  are 
now  the  m^urity  In  both  Houses,  and  you  are 
responsible  for  the  measures  of  Government. 
I  cry  you  mercy.  Vaster  Stephen,  I  cry  yon 
mercy— we  ore  not,  and  do  not  mean  to  be  thus 
re^mnsible ;  and  for  that  very  reason,  beoanse 
we  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure, 
and  against  any  other  out  of  the  ordinary 
roatine  of  bnslness,  that  may  be  brought  up. 
Sir,  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
Qtr.  MoDnma)  I  am  for  masks  oft  And  now 
what  do  Ton  mean  to  dot  Do  you  mean,  as 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said,  to 
■end  to  a  nun,  who  is  both  witness  and  Jndge 
in  his  own  case — and  in  using  this  langnage,  it 
may  be  sud  that  I  am  makins  imuicotions 
TouIX.— « 


•gainst  illnstrions  uid  great  men,  to  whom  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Just  poe- 
terity,  and  even  the  present  age,  will  not  fail  to 
do  jastioe.  Sir,  I  do  no  sncb  thing — I  make  no 
other  implication  than  that  which  every  free  and 
wise  people  make  against  our  common  nature 
— I  do  say,  it  would  be  requiring  more  of  par- 
ties implicated,  than  can  Justly  be  demanded 
from  human  nature,  and  uierefore  at  least  aa 
much  aa  can  Aiirly  be  demanded  of  them,  to 
ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  Ton  ore  re- 
quiring men,  whose  political  existenoe  bangs  by 
a  single  hair,  and  who  have  already  the  riius 
Sanhnieui  of  political  deatlt  npon  their  coun- 
tenance— for  it  was  with  a  Saraonio  sneer  that 
we  wore  told  tb^  we  had  become  responsible 
for  the  measures  of  the  Oovemment;  you  are 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  thing 
which  may  have  an  effect  to  hasten  that  evenC 
Sir,  1  will  do  no  such  thing.  I  will  not  call 
upon  them.  And  why  not  T  Because  I  may, 
by  possibility,  by  that  call,  pnt  it  in  their 
power  to  protract  a  little  longer  their  political 
lives.  I  say  ^  poetibility ;  and  that  is  a  possi- 
bility which  I  am  determined  to  avoid.  No, 
sir,  if  this  House  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
politioal  arena,  and  I  shall  be  aocnsed  as  one  of 
the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  tbe  tri- 
dent or  bim  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I  am 
clear  that  we  ghoold  so  speak  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States,  shall 
be  able  to  anderstand  our  drift.  I  then  shall 
coll  upon  tbe  present  men  in  power  for  nothing 
that  can,  directly  or  indireotiy,  enable  them  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  affect  the  great  qnestion 
which  is  now  at  issue  between  them  and  tbe 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  which,  as  in- 
tereBt«d  parties,  I  will  take  none  c^  their  evi- 
dence that  I  can  avoid. 

I  believe  I  have,  by  thia  time,  pretty  well 
explained  my  object.  Sir,  what  should  we 
have  said,  thirty  years  ago,  of  one  of  that  par> 
tj,  to  which  I  hod  the  honor  to  belong,  as  the 
youngest  and  most  humble  member,  if  he  had 
broo^t  forward  a  propoution,  nnconsnlting 


put  it  in  their  power  to  live  one  more  term  t 
But,  sir,  I  have  another  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution. The  public  mind  is  in  a  state  of  axdte* 
ment,  such  as  must  ever  exist  on  the  ere  of  a 
great  political  bottle.  And,  rir,  I  shonld  aa 
soon  look  for  perfect  calmness  and  composure 
on  the  eve  of  a  battle  of  another  sort,  or  rather 
after  the  fight  baa  begun,  as  that  such  an  iavee- 
tigation  should  now  be  conducted  with  that 
patience  and  deliberation  which  it  demands. 
Sir,  the  adverse  party  wonld  gladly  catch  at 
such  »  resolution.  In  the  time  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  mling  party,  for  they  held  th^ 
majority  in  both  Houses  to  the  last,  did  catch 
at  some  such  straws:  they  were  drowning 
men — drowned  they  are,  I  had  intended  to 
have  sud  somethii^;  as  to  the  challenges  so 
baldly  made,  to  pobt  oat  the  <dioes  that  ons^t 
to  be  abdished,  and  the  ezpendiNina  whiah 
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ought  to  be  retrenched.  But  I  feel  mj  streORth 
nneqaal  to  my  parpwe.  But  I  mnst  bb.j,  t^t 
tn  the  afftir  of  the  PuiMnk  (lioce  called  the 
Tsoabaja)  miinon,  not  only  new  offieee  were 
(treated,  bat  new  doctrinee  were  Btsrted  in 
reference  to  the  Execntiv*  prerc^tiTe,  which 
were  whollj  unknown  to  the  constitution  and 
to  the  practice  of  the  predecesGorB  of  the  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate ;  and  I  will  tell  mj  wor- 
thy ooUef^e,  (Mr,  R«td,)  if  he  will  permit 
aa,  that  there  has  been  an  improvenient  on  bis 
plAfi  of  Muding  Minitten  abroad,  and  bringing 
tfaem  back  when  they  hare  finisDed  their  bnei- 
neM :  for  they  are  now  soit  abroad  on  sleeve- 
kae  errands,  that  they  may  come  back,  re  in- 
/acta,  to  pocket  their  emolnmenla.  Is  not  this 
the  fact  ?  Bir,  we  have  bad  (to  eay  nothing  of 
Taoubaya)  two  misrions  to  England  nnder  this 
Administration ;  one  of  them  was  a  complete 
abortion ;  and  as  to  the  other,  what  has  it  done 
for  the  pablio  good  t  what  object  baa  it  accom- 
plished I  We  were  told  by  the  very  accurate 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bcohahas,) 
whom  I  always  hear  with  pleasnre,  that  these 
miHionswere  jostified  on  uie  ground  that  the 
•eqDisitioD  of  Soath  America  had  creat«d  a 
■warm — 1  believe  that  was  the  word — of  Diplo- 
Tuatia  appointments.  Bo  much  the  worse  for 
OS,  sir.  Are  we,  whenever  a  nation,  great  or 
small,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  independent  of  that  other  nation, 
instantly  to  send  off  Ambassadors  to  itt  Are 
we  to  make  use  of  the  incident  as  a  pret«it  for 
increasing  that  patronage  which  all  profess  to 
wish  to  diminish?  Bat  we  are  told  that  the 
Preddent  has  recommended  to  as  economy  and 
retrenchment  Tea,  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  one  of  thoee  lofty  generalities  with 
which  all  sermon*,  political  or  religious,  abound, 
which  might  be  prmted  in  blank,  like  law  pro- 
oess,  and  filled  as  occasion  might  require.  Bnt 
I,  sir,  am  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not 
the  precepts  of  the  parson,  political  or  reli- 
gions. 1  snppoee,  sir,  onr  good  friends  the 
Qreeks — yes,  rar,  suppose  that  the  Greek — who 
is  Oraevhu  eiurien*,  the  same  animal  now  that 
he  was  in  the  time  of  Juvenal,  except  that  he 
is  leas  enlightened  and  reflned—shonJd  mcoeed 
in  ttirowing  off  the  Turkish  yoke — "the  faith- 
keeping  Tnrk  " — I  snppose  we  mnst  have  an 
Ambassador  sent  to  every  islet  and  nest  of 
pirates  in  the  .£gean,  sir — we  must  send  one 
to  Hydra — one  to  the  Continent— and  one,  I 
presume,  to  each  of  the  Oyclades.  80  that,  if 
my  friend  frvm  Virj^a,  who  is  a  medical 
man,  will  permit  me  the  phrase,  the  disease, 
instead  of  being  contagions,  will  be  tporadie-^ 
tA,  indeed,  it  now  is — and  highly  malignant, 

Bir,  I  have  never  seen  but  one  Administra- 
tion, which,  seriously,  and  in  good  fkith,  was 
dispoeed  to  give  up  its  patronage,  and  was 
willing  to  go  farther  than  Congress,  or  even 
the  people  themselves,  so  far  as  Congress  repre- 
sents their  feelings,  desired — and  that  was  the 
flrat  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  He, 
nr,  was  the  only  man  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of, 


who  reaUy,  tnily,  and  hmestly,  not  ofdy  mi, 
"noil  mtecpari,'"  bnt  actually  reftaed  tfae 
mitre.  It  was  a  part  of  my  dtity,  and  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  parts  of  pabUe  duty  that  I 
ever  performed,  nnder  bis  recommeBdatioD— wt 
becaose  be  recommended  it,  thank  God  7 — ta 
move,  in  this  Eonse,  to  rdieve  the  pahfie  tf 
once  from  the  whole  borden  of  that  snUmtl 
interna]  taxation,  the  practical  effect  (^  wUck 
was,  whatever  might  have  been  ita  okjeet,  It 
produce  patronage  rather  than  rervenncL  Hi^ 
too,  had  really  at  heart,  and  showed  it  byUi 
condnot,  the  reduction  of  the  national  ddi^ 
and  that  In  the  only  mode  by  which  it  nw 
can  he  reduced,  by  lessening  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  till  they  are  below  iu  i» 
ceipts.  Sir,  theie  is  no  witchcraft  in  tliai— a^ 
sir — no  witchcraft  at  all— no  more  in  payings 
public  than  a  private  debt.  Too  may  km 
sinking  funds,  as  many  as  yon  please,  and  never 
so  vast  a  financial  apparatus;  bat,  if  yonsped 
more  than  yon  havcL  yon  will  be  in  debt  to  tks 
end  of  the  world.  Sir,  so  far  fi-om  fearing  taj 
injuriooB  effect  ftom  the  too  rmpid  paynKOttf 
the  national  debt,  I  would  pay  the  three  ps 
cents  now — Tes,  sir,  I  would  pay  tbem  at  fK, 
if  necessary — for  it  could  only  prove  tkat 
money  is  worth  bnt  three  per  cent.  8ir,  I  ra 
the  humble  instrument  <^  introdlujng  the  tt 
efficient  sinking  f^d,  by  setting  ap«rt  a  gira 
sum  of  t7,&00,000,  which  ever  operated  to  is- 
dnoe  the  natioital  debt.  When  that  debt  va 
increased  by  the  acqnlmtion  of  LouisianB — tn, 
At,  the  aoquisition  of  Louisiana! — and  wb« 
was  for  and  who  was  agunst  it  then  f — wb* 
pronounced  the  acquisition  nncontiLi  t  ulktul 
and  declared,  in  the  other  House,  that  we  bai 
no  right  to  tax  the  people  of  that  coontry}— 
the  sinking  fund  waa  then  rdsed  to  eight  wi- 
lions.  Since  that  time,  owing  to  the  debt  ««- 
ated  by  the  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  ben 
raised  to  ten  millions.  The  gentl«nan  frea 
New  York  (Mr.  Tatlob)  himself  admitted— 
and  I  thank  him  for  it — (he  was  obliged  to  ad- 
mit it,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  my  debt  of  grat- 
itude b  the  less) — that  the  sinking  fnnd  has  ad 
been  falthftilly  applied  to  its  object.  Sir,  I 
said,  in  some  hasty  remarks,  when  the  gei^e- 
■  itermpted  my  colleague,   (Mr.   FlotdJ 


robbing  Peter  to  pay  PauL  No,  sir,  it  is 
snch  thing^it  is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  IV 
ter~it  is  robbing  the  dnking  fond  to  pay  dt* 
sinking  fond :  for,  aa  it  has  been  over  and 
over  agun  swd,  the  sinking  taui  haa  not  oat* 
a  right  to  its  own  modicnm  of  $10,000,000.  bat 
it  is  residuary  legatee  I>esides ;  it  takes  all  lbs 
snrplus,  whatever  that  may  be,  aa  its  own.  and 
yon  never  can  give  It  any  thing  in  r^nm  ii» 
that  of  which  yon  rob  i^  except  out  rf  tbal 
sarptns  which  was  already  ita  own.  Can't  pi* 
It  any  more.  Yoor  airing  sarploa  balanets  ta 
eke  out  tiie  sinking  nnd,  is  nothins  more  ttai 
like  the  false  guar&an,  who,  when  he  cornM  ta 
settle  hii  aceonnts,  paya  off  bia  dabti  to  li* 
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wtii  with  tiie  money  oat  of  which  he  has 
fho>trni  Uim. 

We  are  asked  hy  the  gentiemen,  why  do  yon 
not  spedfy  t  Puticiilarize  1  particQUnze  I 
Show  ne  the  pAriJcnlaTa  ]  You  ^ve  us  a  sum 
total  without  any  iteme,  aa  Mr.  Bterling  says  in 
the  pUy.  Will  the  gentleman  have  one  1  Sir, 
I  vUl  giTe  yon  one  of  them.  The  House  will 
give  me  that  credit  which  I  demand.  It  is 
only  my  due.  I  did  state  that,  if  we  begin  this 
tpAma  of  reform,  it  onght  to  begin,  lilce  mod- 
em charity,  at  home.  Sir,  I  never  pretended 
that  the  HoDM  was  not  answerable  for  abuses 
■a  well  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Govem- 
rnenL  Now  for  one  item  of  them.  Sir,  at  the 
first  eesaion  I  was  on  this  floors-it  was  the  last 
Oongreaa  of  the  first  ilr.  Adams — whether  this 
will  be  the  last  of  the  seoond  I  cannot  say — I 
find  this  item  in  the  list  of  appropriations :  For 
the  enwnaes  of  fire-wood,  stationery,  printing, 
and  all  other  oontinesnt  expenses  of  Congress, 
tweaty-ooe  thoosai^  six  hundred  and  siity- 
tbur  dollars  and  forty  oenta.  This  sum,  sir, 
eovered  the  expenses  of  both  Houses,  and  io- 
doded,  besides,  the  extraordinary  expense,  and 
famishing  each  member  with  a  complete  copy 
of  the  Journals  of  the  old  Congress.  This 
Bouse  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two 
members,  one  only  of  whom  I  see  now  left, 
Qlr,  LivraoeTOK.)  Now,  we  have  213  mem- 
bers. Then,  according  to  the  rule  which  haa 
been  introdaoed.ioto  this  House — mr,  by  the 
aimple  rale  of  three^  if  lOS  gives  so  much, 
what  ought  SIS  to  give  i  This  item,  be  it  re- 
membered, iocloded  the  expenses  of  the  other 
body,  bat  I  shall  confine  myself  now  to  the  ex- 
penses of  ^is  body  alone.  For  the  present 
year,  the  total  estimate  for  the  contingent  ex-. 
pttiaee  of  this  Konse  now  differs  but  a.  trifle 
from  ninety  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  I  am 
Justified  in  saying,  fifty  thoussind  is  for  printing 
alone ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  sir, 
if  the  British  Parliament  paid  for  their  printr 
ing  by  the  same  rule  that  we  do,  it  is  not  five 
hnndred  thooaand  dollars— which  we  are  told 
exceeds  the  whole  annual  expenses  of  Congress 
— but  that  is  not  my  statement,  remember — 
that  will  defray  their  printer's  bill.  No,  sir, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  will  defray  it. 
I  hj^pen  to  have  had  an  tqiportnnlty  of  seeing 
a  good  deal  of  the  printing  of  the  British  Par- 
liiuueaL  It  is  not  made  up,  like  ours,  of  title 
pages  and  blanks,  and  broadsides  of  every  thing 
and  any  thing — motions,  peCitions,  bills,  re- 
porte,  resolntions,  amendments,  and  every  mat- 
ter which  can  be  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons.  No,  ur,  they  go  on  and  print 
closely ;  and  where  one  line  ends,  another  be- 

K'ns,  (I  make  no  allowance  for  the  high  rates  of 
jing  and  wa^  in  that  country ;)  but  I  will 
let  the  Honse  into  the  fact,  that  when  the  rate 
of  printing  for  this  body  was  settled,  a  printer 
— a  w(H-thy  and  honest  man,  as  I  believe — was 
a  member  of  Congrees.  I  speak  from  the  in- 
formation of  one  of  the  firft  men  in  the  coim- 
try,    Ihe  rate  was  fixed  during  the  depreda- 


tion of  ptqier  money,  which  I  deaoribed  yeetetv 
day,  when  every  thing  brought  ten  prices,  and 
it  has  remained  not  unsettied.  No,  sir ;  for  it 
has  l>een  r^ularly  settled  and  paid  ever  since, 
"  '  3  remuned,  from  that  time  to  this,  at  the 
rate — though  one  iollar  now  will  buy  aa 
mach  of  land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which 
we  draw  subsistence,  as  four  dollars  would  buy 
then.  To  illnatrate  this,  I  will  state  a  fact.  A 
gentieman  whom  I  knew,  owning  a  fertile^ 
bnt,  as  he  thoagbt,  an  unhealthy  tract  of  land, 
on  the  Boanoke,  sold  it,  and  pnrohaaed  a  small 
tract,  on  which  he  built  a  honse  that  cost  him 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  sum  will  build 
what  is  considered  a  first-rate  house  In  my  part 
of  tiie  country.  The  land  itself  was  not  good, 
nor  was  it  bad.  It  was  what  is  called  fair  land. 
The  state  of  his  affairs,  like  that  of  many  of 
his  neighbors,  soon  obliged  him  to  sell,  and  he 
sold  the  land,  without  any  allowance  for  the 
improvements,  for  three  doUars  an  acre.  An 
Boqu^ntance  of  mine  was  tempted,  by  the  low- 
ness  of  price,  to  purchase  the  (arm ;  thus  veri- 
fying the  maxim  of  Poor  Bichard — that  h« 
who  buys  what  be  does  not  want,  always  bays 
it  dear :  and  aa  it  tnraed  out  in  this  oase.  If 
be  wished  to  sell  it  now,  he  oonld  not  get  bis 
money  back.  This  single  faet  was  worth  all  the 
declamation  in  the  world.  In  the  same  quarter 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  wood- 
land)  has  sold  for  one  dollar  per  acre  I 

Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  this  snbjeot  of  the 
pnblic  printing,  and  the  price  pud  for  it.  I  do 
not  mean  to  worry  the  House.  It  is  weH 
known  to  tbe  members  of  this  Honse  (and  I 
hope  what  I  now  say  will  be  taken  down  ver- 
batim,  if  poeuble)— ^at  the  pnblic  printers  of 
this  House  sre  also  the  editors  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive— I  mean  in  point  of  sDperfioial  content 
— the  most  extensive  Journal  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  which,  from  having  been  hith- 
erto considered  as  poeeessing  a  sort  of  at  least 
demi-otfioial  character—something  like  thft 
Monitenr,  in  Paris,  bnt  not  exactly — and  from 
observing,  or  rather  profeesing  to  observe,  a 
strict  neutrality,  had  obtained  a  most  extensive 
circulation  at  home,  and  l>y  far  tbe  most  exten- 
sive abroad,  of  any  p^Kir  in  this  country. 
Now,  sir,  we  also  know,  Chat  this  Journal  is 
OUT  main  stay  and  reliance  for  the  reports  ot 
onr  debates,  and  the  proceedings  of  this  House, 
Sir,  I  make  no  inference,  farther  than  to  say — 
1  do  not  say  that  the  political  existence  of 
these  people  hangs  upon  tbe  event  of  the  next 
election— -the  thread  of  their  existence,  like 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  is  con- 
nected with  that  election — they  sink  with  the 
Administration,  having  abandtmed  their  pro- 
fessed neutrality,  if  it  sinks-  and,  if  it  does 
not,  tbey  will  oert^nly  swim.  I  make  no 
more  imputations  on  them  than  that  they  hars 
$CO,000  per  annum  staked  on  the  event— on  ft 
aingle  card. 

is  the  amendmMit  of  tbe  gentiauan  from 
South  Carolina  shall  previul,  if  I  underhand 
iho  matter  of  it,  this  item  of  expenditure  on^t 
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to  be  indnded,  as  one  over  which  we  have 
complete  coDtrol.  I  beg  pardpn,  I  Bfaoold  h&ve 
suggested  this  before,  hut  I  knew  that  there 
was  a  committee  of  the  House  whose  diit;r  it 
was  to  audit  its  aoooants,  and  to  see  that  no 
improper  it^ms  are  admitted.  I  baye  pointed 
OQt  one  abuse,  and  I  hare  done  it  where  it  woa 
iroper  to  point  it  out,  at  home.  Sir,  I  have 
mown  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  for  a 
long  time.  Thef  were  no  secret  to  me,  nor  did 
I  make  a  seoret  of  them  to  an;  bod; ;  hot  I  do 
know,  that  a  man  might  oalonlate  on  a»  moch 
•Qccesa  in  going  a  tilting — not  at  shadows,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  says — not 
like  the  knight  of  La  Ifancba  at  sheep  and 
windmills — bnt  rather  at  a  flock  of  mad  cattle, 
pent  np  in  a  narrow  lane,  as  to  attempt  to  fer- 
ret ont  the  abnses,  without  having  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  Bepartments;  and  that  co-opieration  it 
would  be  worse  ^an  follj-  to  pretend  to  look 
fbr.  On  that  subject,  sir,  I  declare  the  pleasure 
that  it  gives  me  to  bear  m;  testimony,  snch  as 
it  is,  along  with  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  to  the  public  services,  the  intelli- 
gence, tbe  integrity,  and  the  indefatJsability  of 
wo  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Poet  Office 
Department.  I  voted  ag^nst  increasiog  his 
salary.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  Departments 
whidi  I  have  lately  bad  any  thing  to  do  with, 
and  whenever  I  had  occasion  to  go  there,  I 
have  always  found  him  in  his  office,  and  at  his 
busineafl.  Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  I  often 
had  to  vijut  the  Departments,  (which  does  not, 
however,  affect  the  present  Administration,) 
and  then  I  seldom  bad  the  honor  to  find  any  of 
their  high  mightinesses  at  home — I  mean,  in 
their  offices.  Sir,  we  cannot  expect  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
in  snch  an  inqniry  as  is  now  proposed.  They 
are  pleading  before  the  bar  of  pnblio  opinion 
for  their  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  tiie 
strong  evidence  before  the  jury  of  their  guilt. 

I  shall  Tot«,  however,  for  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  ^tleman  from  South  CaroUna, 
and,  if  it  prevaila,  I  shall  Tote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  so  amended.  And  let  me,  before  1  sit 
down,  give  one  warning  to  all  oonoemed.  This 
country,  as  we  all  know,  b  divided  into  two 
adversarT'  parties;  and  we  most  shut  our 
.•yea  to  the  fact,  if  we  do  not  know  that 
this  House  is  nearly,  or  quite,  equally  divid- 
ed between  them.  Ibt  ett  ab  M*le  doetri. 
I  see   one  of  these  parties,  perfectly   will- 

S,  no  doubt,  with  tLe  very  great  man  to 
am  I  have  before  alluded,  to  throw  upon  us 
the  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here, 
.^tthig  perfectly  still,  steadfast,  silent,  and  de- 
mure, bringing  forward  no  proposition  what- 
ever. I  see  the  other  party  throwing  out 
proportion  after  proposition.  The  opposite 
party  never  commits  itself  until  after  a  night's 
reflection.  And  what  is  the  oonseqnenoe) 
Thongh,  I  believe,  a  minority,  they  so  manage 
matters,  as  on  every  question  to  constitute  an 
affective  majority  of  this  House,   and    then 


throw  on  us  the  responeibillty  of  their  on 
measnres.  Sir,  this  is  a  new  aort  of  poUlieal 
justice. 

Again,  I  see  most  plainly,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  this  inquiry  vill 
end  in  smoke — and  1  am  not  one  who  wilt  light 
the  fire,  or  help  to  raise  a  smoke  by  which  i 
retreating  adversary  may  cover  and  protect  bii 
retreat  I  will  afford  them  no  facilities  tovtrdi 
victory.  I  stand  here  pledged  as  thnr  advn- 
sary,  qiioad  hoc,  and  I  will  add  another  pledgs 

oppose  any  and  every  party  who  « 


est  number  of  ita  votes.  Sir,  if  we  n 
amend  the  constitntioo,  I  shall  not  vote  tort 
hereditary  Chief  Mamstrate — I  do  not  belimg 
to  that  privil^ed  class — the  Prendent  of  i 
minority  is  hardly  less  odious  than  a  king— tnt  i 
I  warn  the  House  against  any  attempt  at  reflxn  | 
while  the  President  i^  not  with  us.  hi  th«  j 
Seventh  Oongress,  in  spite  of  all  kfr.  JeffencB 
did,  his  measures  were  thwarted;  and  Then 
was  on  Administration  stroDgerl  Then,  rith 
a  House  of  Representatives  so  equally  bsluieed 
as  this,  (and  I  take  the  vote  for  the  election  of 
Speaker  as  the  indication  of  its  statt,)  with  tht 
scsle  vibrating,  nearly  in  egvUibrio,  it  is  ahccst 
impossible  to  be  certain  of  a  majority,  let  cnr 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted.  Ho* 
could  we  get  along,  even  if  the  Executive  y> 
on  our  side,  acting  against  a  solid  phalani  vho 
hold  together— so  perfectly  united  that  we  tan- 
not  cut  off  a  single  straggler,  while  we  oir 
selves  act  more  like  raw  undisciplined  miUtit  t 
Sir,  I  speak  from  experience.  In  the  Seveatli 
OongTMa,  sir,  we  never  could  have  got  slong, 
with  the  aid  of  the  most  popular  Pmidait 
that  ever  lived,  (except  one,)  without  eonsilt- 
ing  before  we  acted.  Wo  were  obliged  to  )mA 
—I  will  not  use  a  barbarous  word  which  b« 
become  common  throughout  the  connliy,  uJ 
which  1  first  heard  in  this  body — hut  we  were 
obliged  to  act  in  concert.  And,  sir,  if  ws  do 
not  act  in  concert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  will 
be  respondble  fbr  the  oonseqnenoes.  And 
how  ought  we  to  act  in  concert  t  Su",  by  k*T- 
Ing  this  Government  just  in  the  oouise  vbeN 
we  found  it.  We  ought  to  observe  that  prse- 
tice  which  is  the  hardest  of  all — eepedsSy  tT 
young  physicisna — we  ought  to  throw  in  do 
medicine  at  all — to  abstain — to  obeerve  a  win 
and  masterly  inactivity.*  I  am  afraid,  sir,  sud 
Ur.  R.,  on  resoming  his  seat,  that  I  haie  W*. 
on  this  occasion,  added  to  my  precept  my  ei- 

[Here  the  debate  olooed  for  this  A»J.} 
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The  House  resumed  the  oonsideraSon  (^  tin 
resolutions  heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  CflD-Ti^ 


* Tha  aipraiUin  ot  bud  Chathiia,  oftunpiaMd ^ ^. 
Budcdph,  ■od  gcowiUr  u  ■  qaotitl^  (ton  Hut  W** 
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together  with  the  modiflcfttioiu  propowd  bj 
ICeesn.  Tatlob  and  UoDcffib. 

And  the  qnestion  being  on  the  amendment 
■abmitted  bj  iCr.  HoDutfu  to  tba  amendment 
of  Mr.  Taymb— 

Ur.  Oaison  said :  In  that  part  of  the  nilee 
of  the  Hoose  preacribing  the  dutiea  of  the  lev- 
M-al  committees,  the  attention  of  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Pnblio  Expenditures  ia  particularlj 
directed  to  this  subject,  and  it  is  made  their 
dnt?  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
pnblio  departments,  and  particnlarlj  into  the 
laws  making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to 
report  whether  sach  moaeji  have  been  dis- 
bnrsed  conformably  with  sach  laws. 

We  find  this  Antj  in  the  Uth  rale  of  this 
Honse,  as  follows : 

"  It  dun  be  the  dnt^  of  the  Gommittea  on  Pab- 
lia  Expenditures  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
seven!  public  depsrtmeDti,  aed  psrtlcnlsrtj  into 
IswB  making  sppropriations  of  moneys,  and  t( 
port  wbether  Ihemooejt  bare  beta  disbuned 
fbrmabij  with  Inch  lavs;  and  alio  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  inch  proTirioas  and  arrange  ments  ai 
maj  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  eeonom;  of  the  de- 
partments, and  the  accountebilitj  of  their  offlcen." 

Now,  I  did  beltere  that  the  duties  of  that 
eommittee  being  of  this  natnre,  preoloded  the 
uecessitj  of  the  resolation  which  was  offered, 
and  I  farther  llionght'  that  this  was  a  verj  im- 
proper time  for  its  introdnotion — that  it  conld 
be  attended  with  no  beneficial  result  to  the 
oommnnity,  and  that  its  onlj  effect  would  be 
to  waste  the  time  of  this  body,  and  produce 
electioneering  speeches  on  this  floor.  I  was 
mistaken,  as  has  since  been  shown  bj  the 
progress  of  the  present  debate.  It  appears 
that  even  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  a  die- 
position  to  transact  the  pnblio  business  and  re- 
tarn  home,  have  nevertheless  been  actnated  by 
aa  anxiety  of  a  political  kind,  to  turn  this  mat- 
ter to  the  benefit  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
great  parties  whieh  now  divide  this  coontry. 

He  bad  expluned  himself  on  this  subject,  to 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  the  folding  room 
attached  to  this  Hoose  a  few  days  ago,  where 
ha  was  justified  in  Baying,  that  he  saw  thou- 
sanils  of  the  celebrated  Virginia  Address,  writ- 
ten by  Chapman  Johnson,  folding  to  be  sent  to 
the  North  and  to  the  West,  and  even  to  the 
Booth  i  and  the  hope,  I  understand,  is  enter- 
tuned,  that  the  old  State  of  North  Carolina, 
among  others,  is  to  be  revolutionized  by  the 
effect  of  this  address  of  Chapman  Johnson. 
Bat,  sir,  I  can  tell  those  gentlemen,  who  expect 
this  to  be  the  result  in  North  Oarolinl^  that 
they  will  find  themselves  completely  defeated 
Id  all  tlieir  efforts  to  prodnoe  snch  a  result. 
Sir  North  Carolina  has  repeatedly  been  tried, 
and  in  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  her- 
self and  done  her  duty.  I  mentioned  to  that 
gentleman  that  all  sncb  attempts  were  perfectly 
useless,  and  the  reply  I  received  waa,  "  Thongh 
Uie  chances  are  now  for  you,  jet  a  reaction 
hmnffht  Ahi^nt.  *'  onA  rhift  anh-. 
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duclng  that  reanlt.  Sir,  I  do  not  care  for  this. 
No  event  in  liiture  is  more  certain,  according 
to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of  General 
Jackson;  but,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  I  wish  to 
see  no  discussions  on  this  floor,  except  such  aa 
are  calcokted  to  advance  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, »id  that  we  may  do  the  public  bum- 
ness  and  go  home,  instead  of  remaining  here, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mc.  Rak- 
dolph)  has  Bud,  to  feed  npon  the  public 
Treasury. 

Speaking  of  the  establishment  at  West  Point, 
permit  me  to  make  one  remark.  Among  the 
items  in  the  estimates  for  that  institutiun,  I 
find  the  following ;  "  For  compensation  to  20 
Bupemmnerary  Second  Lieutenants,  tlG,100." 
Here  are  twenty  young  men  who  have  been 
educated  at  the  public  expense,  and  who  are 
now  supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  an- 
nual expense  of  (16,000.  Sir,  is  this  econo- 
my I  I  know  that  that  institution  was  got  np 
under  a  different  Administration ;  but  this  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money  has  been  made 
b;  the  present  Administration,  and  it  is  one  of 
those  eniendttures  which  ought  to  be  conMd> 
ered  in  the  present  inquiry. 

Hr.  Babhxt  sdd :  While  we  confine  onr- 
aelvea.  Mr,  Speaker,  to  the  legitimate  duties  de- 
volvea  on  us,  we  continne  to  be  the  representa- 
tives of  40,000  freemen;  but  that  moment  we 
condescend  to  become  electioneering  partisans, 
we  resolve  ourselves  into  units,  one  in  the 
great  mass  of  oor  countrymen,  possessed  of 
iqnal  rights,  and  equally  competent  with  onr- 
«lves  to  judge  ana  decide  on  the  important 
question,  who  shall  become  our  next  Chief 
Magistrate.  I  hare  resolved  to  steer  dear  of 
all  party  strife,  but  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sen- 
timents. I  believe  the  present  to  be  an  honest 
Administration^  ably  administered.  In  Ur. 
Adams  I  behold  a  plain  unpretending  repnbli- 
who  has  enjoyed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
confidence  of  all  his  illustrious  predeoes- 
;  incessantly  devoting  the  ener^es  of  his 
vigorous  intellect  to  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  his  coontry ;  while  the  distin- 
guished services  of  Gen.  Jackson  have  encir- 
cled his  brow  with  a  wreath  of  never-fading 
glory,  and  embalmed  him  in  the  affections  of 
a  large  portion  of  his  countrymen.  It  remains 
with  the  only  sovereigns,  the  people,  to  decide 
between  their  respective  clums.  It  is  not  for 
for  us,  to  interfere.  We,  too,  ore  pub- 
lic servants,  and  have  other  important  duties 
sssisned  to  us.  Uy  maxim  ever  nas  been,  and 
shall  be — may^  the  Administration  of  my  coun- 
try be  always  right,  and  while  right  may  it  be 
supported. 

lAe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  stated 
that  there  are  twenty  supernumeraries,  gradu- 
ates at  West  Point,  now  at  their  homes,  unem- 
ployed. It  is  true,  sir.  Those  young  men,  in 
four  years  devoted  to  study,  are  permitted  bat 
once  to  visit  their  families.  After  obtuning 
their  degrees  they  generally  receive  a  f\ir]oagn 
of  two  or  three  months,  which  enables  tliaiii 
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to  renew  that  intoroonrw,  and  rekindle  th«t 
^ow  of  affeotion  to  their  pareota  and  friendi, 
-which  too  long  a  Mparatioii  night  entire); 
Senate.  Will  any  father  bkj  that  this  is  ei- 
tranwant  indulgenoet  It  i«,  however,  proba- 
ble, that  at  thia  preaent  moment,  there  are  not 
Taoaneiea  in  the  arm;  to  offbr  them  immediate 
emjdojment,  bat  in  a  v^j  shwt  time  they  be- 
oome  merged  in  the  Refp>t«r,  and  ceaae  to  be 
anpernnmerariM.  Having  Men  and  known  at 
West  Point  the  destitute  orphan  son  of  a  wid- 
«wed  mother,  who  was  there  edncated,  and  is 
now  on«  of  the  moat  diatingniafaed  Profesaora, 
I  mention  the  fact,  to  conyinoe  m;  friend  &om 
TenDeaM«  that  ita  benefits  are  not  moncqK>- 
lized  b;  the  ohildreo  of  the  affloent  and  infla- 
«ntiaL 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^nia  ezpretaed  great 
lepognanoe  at  the  idea  of  a  son  <^  his  receir- 
tng  an  ednoation  at  Weit  Point.  Ee  wonld 
nther  he  shonld  make  hi*  mark,  and  not  be 
Able  to  read  or  write.  Bir,  were  this  a  charit; 
school,  so  would  ever;  man  who  had  the 
means  to  ednoata  his  children  ont  of  his  own 
purse.  Do  not  those  jonng  men  repaj  the 
debt  of  gratitnde  dae  to  the  nation  t  A  well- 
organizM  annj,  well-oonstniot«d  fortifications, 
are  Deoessai?  to  its  defence.  The  elements  of 
military  science  imparted  to  them  become  the 
property  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into 
active  reqnisitioD,  in  the  ooDstnicldon  of  its 
fortresMa  and  resistance  to  its  enemies;  and 
even  should  thoj  retnm  to  the  paths  of  civil 
life,  in  imparting  their  icieuoe  to  the  militia, 
onr  nation  e  best  bulwark,  tbey  thus  contribute 
more  easentiaUir  to  its  advantage  than  white  in 
the  tooted  field.  I  have  never  ranked,  its. 
Bpoaker,  among  the  radicals.  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  desiring  to  be 
fonnd  among  those  liberal  politicians  disposed 
to  cherish  the  eilating  institutions  of  oar  conn- 
try,  and  by  ample  appropriations,  oommeoio- 
rate  with  ner  reeooroes,  advance  internal  im- 
provements, cherish  yonr  Army,  yoor  Navy, 
Ucrease  yonr  national  defences  of  every  de- 
scription ;  and  thus  acoelerate  the  speed  of  the 
Sepnblio  in  her  march  to  the  hiah  deatiniea 
which  awut  her,  and  which  can  only  be  arrest- 
ed by  a  syston)  of  injadicious  and  wasteful  par- 
timonj. 

Mr.  DumL  mid :  All  reaolntions  of  this  de- 
■criptioD,  whenever  they  are  introdnoed,  pro- 
dnce  mnoh  good.  They  awaken  all  concerned 
to  diligence  and  inquiry ;  abnaea  are  searched 
ont,  and  the  cause  of  economy  promoted.  Yet, 
tt  has  appeared  atrange  to  me,  that  gentlemen 
on  this  floor,  while  urging  every  argument  they 
can  tiiink  of  against  the  resolntion,  tell  us,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  are  strongly  in  favor 
of  it.  They  declare  that  they  are  very  much 
in  favor  of  searching  ont  abuses,  though  there 
are  no  sbnaea  in  the  Government  to  search  ont, 
and  though  they  are  certwn  it  will  end  in 
nothing,  yet  that  they  support  it,  and  will  vote 
for  it.  This  course  of  argoment  appears  to  me 
•traoge.    That  aboM*  da  exist,  I  have  not  the 


least  doubt  ■  if  they  do  not,  why  do  geutloneo 
oppose  inquiry  t  Can  any  iifjory  r^oii,  ftom 
it  1  If  the  Administration  be  indeed  as  pun 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine,  it  onsit  lo 
be  their  boast  and  pride  that  the  search  ahoDld 
be  made,  let  it  result  as  it  wilL  They  call  npou 
us  to  point  ont  the  abuses.  Ifany  have  alrody 
beeu  pointed  out.  But,  is  this  tlie  time  to  aii 
out  for  a  detail  of  the  abnsea,  when  we  ar«  jnd 
apfHMnting  a  oommittee  to  inquire  if  any  aboMt 
eiiat  t  Ttiey  make  a  qaestion^  and  answer  it 
themselves.  They  tell  oa  aU  is  welL  Everj 
thing  is  as  it  should  he.  Well,  air,  if  so,  Id 
the  inquiry  go  on.  Let  us  see  if  the  Admrnit- 
tration  is  as  pure  as  thej  wonld  have  ub  be- 
lieve. I  acknowledge  that  I  am  incompetent  to 
point  out  the  various  abuses  that  may  eiid  in 
a  Qovenmeut  so  complicat«d  as  outs.  It  ii 
only  from  newspaper  rumor  that  I  deriremf 
knowledge  of  it.  And,  if  1  am  to  heUive  vbit 
I  see  there,  then  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  then 
ought  to  be  an  inquiry.  I  could  name  sum 
offices  which  have  been  cre^ed  nnder  this  ii- 
ministration.  The  Panama  missitHi  has  ccel  m 
somewhere  abant'$80,000  «  $100,000.  Hstb 
resulted  in  any  ereat  benefit  t  A  Uinisler  vM 
sent  to  England,  who  was  perfectly  snpenn- 
Quated,  and  wholly  unable  to  perfcnn  any 
doty,  and  it  was  Oirough  thia  that  we  loit  ib* 
West  India  trade,  and  this,  in  my  opinicn,  wM 
a  great  loss.  There  was  auother  great  aboM 
of  power.  This  man  was  known,  at  the  tim^ 
to  be  inctonpetent,  and  his  mission  cost  n 
980,000  or  $40,000.  -We  have  had  BDCih* 
Ministor  sent  ont  since,  who  has  retomed  «iib- 
out  much  benefit  There  have  been  otkc 
abuses.  Uen  have  been  paid  for  taking  <M 
despatches  to  our  Ministera,  who  went  oat  in 
the  very  ship  with  the  Utoiaters  theniaeivta 
I  should  certainly  have  thought,  that  the  Hin- 
isters  might  have  ao  far  oondeacended,  *■  U 
take  chwge  of  these  documents  tbemadTca 
Another  instance  of  abuse  is  to  be  found  in  tbe 
ontflta  of  onr  foreign  Itinistors.  $9,000  per 
annum  as  salary,  I  should  think,  was  an  amris 
provinon,  without  $9,000  outfit,  espedslty 
when  we  fhmisb  a  Teasel,  and  bear  all  the  u- 
penses  of  their  transportation  to  the  qK^ 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  item  which  ttiEifw 
retfenchment,  and,  nnder  the  resolution,  it  can 
be  reached.    But,  we  not  only  give  —  "■"'^ 


bad  an  outfit  of  $4,600,  and  yet  his  Lomtfit 
was  paid  him  within  nxty  days.  la  there  toy 
example  of  this  nnder  other  AdministraliMut 
Sir,  it  is  enormous.  It  may  appesr  a  tittle 
stun,  bot  it  is  very  mooh  if  rightly  conwierri- 
The  expenditure  of  the  publio  money  in  Ibt 
OoTemment  at  home,  has  been  made  tbs  nb- 
ject  <tf  equal  abuses.  In  the  Qaart^naiter  ■ 
Department  of  the  Army,  Hie  disboraeoiMit  «f 
$800,000  is  att^ided  with  an  expense  of  $60.0DO 
or  $60,000.    Is  ther«  aity  one  who  caimot  -» 
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Ur.  CuBK,  of  Kontnokf,  said :  I  am  now 
glad  to  see  a  prospect  of  excitement  being 
alla;ed  by  meaue  of  tbe  reaolntion  introdacea 
by  my  friend  from  Keatnckf.  1  preferred  the 
original  form  of  the  resolation,  liovever,  since 
I  think  that  the  Oommittee  of  Waja  and  Mean* 
fa  the  proper  organ  throngh  whom  this  inqaiiy 
ahonld  be  mode.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  last  sesuon,  the  Seoretarj  of  the  Treasnrj 
eameetlj  reconinended  the  exchange  of  the 
aiiteen  millions  of  the  present  six  per  cent 
•took  of  the  United  States  for  other  stock,  of  a 
later  date  of  payment,  at  dve  per  oent.,  by 
which  operation,  had  it  been  adopted,  there 
would  hare  been  effected  a  dear  annual  saving 
of  160,000  dollara,  and  1  consider  it  well  wor- 
thy of  oonsideratjon  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueans,  whether  sneh  an  exchange  cannot 
■till  be  effected.  I  preferred  the  first  resola- 
tion, beoanse  it  referred  the  ioqairy  to  a  com- 
mittee which  may  instly  be  entitled  the  firat  in 
this  Uonae,  and  of  which  I  am  free  U)  say, 
ibKt,  in  its  wisdom,  application,  and  integrity,  I 
entirely  confide.  I  think  the  snbject  ought  to 
be  referred  to  that  committee,  and  to  no  other. 
It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  sn^ects  over  which 
that  committee  is  called  to  preside,  by  the 
BdIm  and  Orders  of  this  Honse ;  and  althongfa 
I  ahonld  be  loth  to  burthen  the  committee  with 
nnneoeesary  labor,  yet  I  consider  it  of  vital  im- 
portance to  call  forth,  in  this  inqniry,  the  first 
talents  of  the  oomitry.  It  is  an  investigation, 
which,  f>om  it«  own  natnre,  cannot  properly 
be  executed  nnless  by  an  individaal  intimately 
acquainted  with  all  the  operations  of  the  D&- 
pMTtments  of  this  Government.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  regular  dis- 
tiiaige  ot  their  dnty,  have  been  compelled  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  routine  of  bust- 
neas  in  the  Departments  They  have  the 
knowledge  and  are  ftuniliar  with  it,  and  they 
oould  prosecute  the  inqniry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  weald  he  required  by  any  other 
committee  of  the  House;  and  when  they 
ifaould  present  a  report,  it  would  have  far  more 
of  the  confidence  of  this  House^  than  if  pro- 
oeediug  from  any  other  quarter. 

Sir,  I  have  regretted  to  witneas  the  charac- 
ter of  this  debate  Sorely,  this  is  a  (^neetiim 
which  does  not  characteriie  party  in  this 
House.  Sorely,  we  have  not  yet  arrived  at 
that  d^ree  of  mutual  ill-will,  and  that  disre- 
gard of  all  public  Justice,  which,  when  abases 
ore  to  hd  investigated,  arrays  the  members  of 
this  Bonse  in  compact  and  opposite  ranks,  for 
and  against  any  Administration,  or  for  and 
a^nst  any  Presidential  candidate.  Bnoh  a 
state  of  things  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  this 
House.  Surely  it  becomes  us  all  to  do  strict 
justice  to  him  who  administers  the  concerns  of 
the  country,  be  that  individual  whom  he  may. 
I^  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  important  to  the  wel- 
ftre  ot  this  people  that  their  Kepreeentativee 
■hall  drag  forth  into  publlo  view  that  man  who 
violates  their  truat,  and  expose  him  to  the  in- 
famy whioh  he  deeerrea,  it  ia  equally  impor- 


tant, on  the  other,  that  they  should  u 

out  to  him  who  has  dischai^ed  that  trust  with 

laborious  fldelitj,  a  Just  reward. 

I  did  not  volnntu^y  misunderstand  the  gen* 
tleman,  (Mr.  HrrcHBLL,  of  Tenneasee,)  but  ihe 
conrse  of  his  remarks  indaced  the  l>elief  that 
sneh  had  been  his  intention.  The  gentleman, 
however,  must  allow  him  t«  make  a  single  re- 
mark ou  the  manner  in  whioh  cadets  were  in- 
troduced into  the  Military  Academy.  He 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  eilitenoe  of  that 
institnlion  famished,  in  itself,  an  evident  proof 
of  the  oorreotnees  of  his  remarks,  that,  ever 
since  the  days  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  the  state  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Government  had  been 
growbg  worae.  He  spoke  of  the  days  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  as  emphatically  the  days  of  gur  proa- 

eirity,  bat  the  gentleman  sorely  knew  that  the 
ilitory  Academy  was  organized  during  those 
Tei7  days.  When  the  gentleman  said  that  ila 
benefits  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  of  the  "  well-born,"  I  do  not 
know  that  I  perfectly  understood  him.  I  had 
always  supposed  that  all  were  well'born,  who 
came  of  honest  parentage.  We  have  in  this 
country  no  privileged  orders.  Bat  the  gentle- 
man says,  that  none  are  admitted  into  that 
school,  but  the  sons  of  the  "  wdl-bom  and  of 
the  wealthy."  In  this  opinion,  the  gentlemaa 
is  certainly  mistaken.  Unless  I  am  greatly 
miun  formed,  (and  I  have  my  information 
through  a  very  direct  and  creditable  cbanne],) 
nine-tenths  of  those  who  have  been  admitted, 
and  are  now  there,  are  not  the  soos  of  wealthy 
parents.  I  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
"well-bom;"  for,  not  only  are  they  the  aona 
of  honest  parents,  but  a  lai^  proportion  of 
them  are  the  sons  of  officers  and  soldiers  who 
fell  in  the  revolution  and  in  the  last  war.  If 
these  are  not  fit  subjects  to  rec^ve  the  benefit* 
of  that  institntion,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ooneelve 
who  ought  to  be  BO  considered.  Their  parents 
were  indeed  poor,  but  they  were  honest  and 
patriotic,  and  they  shed  th^  best  blood  for 
that  liberty,  and  all  those  political  blesainga 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  now  en- 
joys, and  which  I  hope  he  may  long  continue 
to  enjoy.  In  the  charge  he  made,  he  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken,  and,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble 
to  inquire,  he  will  be  satisfied  of  the  fact, 

Mr.  UrroHKU,  of  Tennessee,  eiM :  I  rise 
merely  to  support  the  allegation  which  I  made, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  as  irrefragable,  as  the 
rook  of  Gibraltar  is  immovable.  I  said  thst 
the  benefits  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  are 
given  to  some  of  the  well-bom,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman profesees  not  ftally  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  that  expreasion,  I  will  treat  him 
with  a  dissertation  upon  it.  None  can  abhor 
the  word  more  than  I  do  r  for  this  is  a  Govem- 
ment  where  merit  onght  to  rise,  from  whatever 
station  it  may  proceed.  Bat  the  Government 
has  converged ;  the  poor  and  hnmble  are 
looked  upon  as  "  canaille,'"  to  use  an  ezprea- 
sioa  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Yir^nio, 
(Ur.  BAin>OLPB,)  hot  the  man  poaaaaMd  o( 
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thoiutuida  of  dut;r  ftcrea,  (do  matter  how  lie 
rnkj  hay«  got  tbeui,)  ia  regarded  as  a  person  of 
consequence  uid  conriderstioo  I  It  U  the  touB 
of  these,  and  sach  as  theee,  who  are  called  the 
well-botiu  But  there  is  a  species  of  people 
tmaag  tu  whom  the  Govemmeat  has  foetered, 
even  on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  more 
than  'tbe^  do  all  the  luiowtedge,  talent,  and 
virtne,  of  a  aage.  I  acknowledge  that  proper- 
^  is  a  great  blesaing  when  b^towed  by  the 
maDific«Doe  of  Ileaven  npon  men  of  talents 
and  iutegritf,  who  consider  themselves  as  stew- ' 
srda  for  the  benefit  of  societ; ;  but  there  are ' 
others,  in  whose  bands  property  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  cnrses.  I  hofve  that  the  gentleman, 
b;  this  time,  has  a  full  view  of  what  I  meant ' 
bj  the  term  well-bom.  Bir,  I  know  of-no  SBch  , 
thing  as  personal  distinction,  nnder  this  Gov- ' 
enuuent  I  we,  indeed,  an  attempt  at  it,  but 
that  attempt  is  odious  to  me,  and  to  all  who 
think  as  I  do. 

Now,  sir,  who  are  in  tbte  West  Point  Acad- 
emy 1  One  gentleman  tells  ns  that  there  ia  to 
be  found  the  son  of  a  widowed  mother.  Sir,  I 
should  be  glad  the  gentleman  would  name 
him.  I  oert&inlj  never  heard  of  such  a  one 
before.  [The  honorable  member  here  named 
some  of  the  youths  who  were  at  the  Academy, 
whose  names  and  parentage  the  reporter  was 
not  able  to  catch  with  sufficient  distioctneas  to 
emtndj  them  in  this  report,  commenting  npon 
then)  aa  he  went  along.]  Sir,  I  feel  no  enmity 
whatever  towards  those  who  conduct  that  in- 
stitution. God  blesa  them — they  are  in  what 
they  believe  to  be  the  conrse  of  their  duty,  and 
It  is  not  with  them  that  I  find  any  fault.  It  is 
the  institution  which  I  hate,  and  I  hat«  it  for 
the  reasons  I  have  stated.  From  a  district  ad- 
Joining  that  of  my  colleague,  there  is  a  young 
man  of  wealth  and  splendor — but,  sir,  this 
prood  soul  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  that 
point  of  degradation  to  which  the  Government 
seems  likely  to  bring  ns  all,  before  a  son  of 
mine  shall  be  bronght  there.  Notwithstanding 
I  have  the  same  privilege  with  other  members, 
I  should  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  hundred  thousand  souls  who  have 
sent  me  here  as  their  Representative,  if  I  conld 
use  that  privilege  in  favor  of  any  son  of  mine. 
Sir,  my  colleagne  did  me  no  more  than  justice, 
when  he  said  that  I  usually  speak  with  caution 
in  this  House.  Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedly ; 
neither  is  it  m^  desire  or  intention  to  hurt  any 
cue.  I  am,  it  is  true,  the  son  of  a  corrupt  and 
fallen  race,  but  my  conscience  does  not  re- 
proach me  with  ever  designing  to  speak  what 
IS  wrong.  In  what  I  said  of  this  Academy,  I 
R)oke  from  data,  as  I  hope  the  gentleman  also 
did  when  he  tola  us  about  the  son  of  a  widow 
who  had  been  received  there.  I  know  him 
not,  and  I  protest  before  Heaven  and  tliis 
Honse,  that  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that  nn  son 
of  a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been 
received  there.  But  when  I  speak  of  a  forlorn 
and  destitute  widow,  I  do  not  mean  a  woman 
who  has  merely  lost  her  companion  in  life ;  by 


that  description  I  understand  a  woman  de- 
pressed by  poverty,  who  has  a  fiunily  to  msin- 
tain,  and  who  ia  compelled,  by  neoeesity,  to 
drudge  from  the  morning  to  the  night,  (like  t^ 
unwearied  ant,}  for  her  offspring.  She  is  t  for- 
lorn widow,  and  I  never  yet  beard  of  the  mi 
of  such  a  one  being  recommended  and  admitted 
to  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Mr.  AifntsaoN,  of  PennBylrsnio,  said:  The 
snppoaed  prodigality  and  extravagance  of  Iha 
Government  for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  a 
rich  theme  for  declamation  tbronghout  evray 
part  of  the  United  States.  New^per  eaaaj- 
iBts  had  been  clamorous  on  the  anltject.  And 
where,  he  wonld  ask,  have  we  be«n  told,  nt 
should  find  evidence  of  this  prodigal  eipendi- 
ture  of  the  public  revenne  ?  In  the  subordi- 
--■  offices  of  the  T: 
Where,  then,  a 
it?  In  the  East  Boom.  There,  it  has  bMB 
boldly  asserted,  would  be  found  the  glitteriof 
and  costly  reprcientattves  of  thonsands  upon 
thousands  of  the  public  money.  There,  at,  «• 
have  been  informed,  we  sboidd  find  the  mM 
incanl««table  evidences  of  the  eztravagsnoesiid 
prodigality  of  thepresentAdministrationt  ini 
what  la  the  fact  I  After  being  led  bj  cnrion^, 
or  by  the  elaring  light  of  this  iffnit  fattnt,  le 
its  pretended  location,  what  do  we  fiadt 
Nothing,  except  a  few  chairs,  apparently  of  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  of  little  value.  Bt 
wonld  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  had  gone  wilh 
all  this  costly  furniture,  if  it  ever  was  there) 
As  that  constitutod  a  very  important  part  o( 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  sod 
Means,  which  devolved  nnoo  them  by  a  Rok 
of  the  UoQSe,  he  had  no  noubt  they  would  in- 
form us.  For  the  purpose,  then,  ^  ascertain- 
ing whether  suoh  an  unpropitioua  state  ot 
things  did  exist.  In  relation  to  the  managemoit 
of  our  financial  concerns,  he  was  wilting  thrt 
the  inquiry  should  be  made,  and  that  the  But 
of  their  existence  or  non-eiisienoe  should  ba 
disclosed.  If  a  disease  so  alarming,  and  so  rm- 
lignant  in  its  character,  existed  in  the  body 
politic,  let  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy  ta 
applied,  lest,  by  delay,  the  disease  should  be- 
come incurable.  If  reform  was  necessary,  let 
ns  go  to  work  promptly.  If  retrenchment  is 
all  or  any  of  the  Departatents  was  required,  let 
the  fact  be  speedily  ascertained,  and  the  reme- 
dy applied.  I^  on  the  contrary,  it  should  bs 
found,  on  inquiry,  that  no  reasonable  gnnnd 
of  complaint  eiiated,  that  ail  the  sobordiDst* 
offices  were  indispensably  neoeesary  for  the  de- 
spatch of  the  public  business — that  the  Hlaiiei 
ik  the  officers  and  clerks  were  not  extrsvBgsst 
— let  the  public  know  it. 

All  bis  deliberatjoos  on  the  subject  had  led 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  as  all  uose  offices 
abont  some  of  which  so  much  had  been  wo, 
had  been  estabUshed  by  legislative  acts— tlist, 
as  the  aalariea  of  the  officers  and  clerls  *^ 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  doubt,  by  * 
due  regard,  as  well  to  the  public  interest,  ta  Is 
the  Qalnre  and  importance  <£  the  aervictf  tt 
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1>e  rendered — it  wonld  be  nnchtritable  in  him 
to  ohai^  the  GoTemtnent  with  extnTsganoe, 
nnleM  he  bad  better  infiinnAtion,  and  Hbvnger 
«Tideaae  of  the  &ct,  than  could  be  derived 
from  newspaper  eeuTS.  He  Bhonld  not,  he 
tiiooght,  be  passing  a  very  handsome  compli- 
ment on  the  Tei7  able  and  highlj  distiugaished 
predecessor  of  the  present  honorable  Cbainnan 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  should 
he  be  induced  to  make  a  obarge  bo  iUiberal. 

Mr.BcoHANAirsaid:  As  the  Honse  appears  de- 
temined  to  pass  some  resolntion  npon  the  anb- 
Jeot  now  befor^iero,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
o(  mating  a  sn^estion  in  relation  to  the  Mil- 
itarT  Academy  at  West  P<»nt.  It  is  chiefly  in- 
tended for  the  committee  who  may  have  charge 
of  the  resolntion. 

I  cannot  agree  with  some  of  the  gentlemen 
wbo  bava  addressed  the  House,  that  the  Uili- 
tarj  Academy  shonld  be  abolished.  On  the 
oontrary,  this  QoTemment,  posseesing  the  pow- 
er of  making  war,  and  being  under  a  sotemn 
obligation  to  provide  fur  the  oommon  defence, 
owe  it  to  themselres  and  to  the  people  of  this 
cx>tmtry,  to  fdmisb  tbem  with  the  means  of 
toilitary  instractioo.  War,  especially  in  mod- 
flm  times,  has  become  an  art,  nay  a  science,  so 
axtennre  and  so  complex  in  its  nature,  that  its 
theory  can  only  l>e  aoqnired  after  years  of  ap- 
plication. A  Uilitory  Academy  is  the  best 
plan  which  has  ever  yet  been  devised  of  oom- 
mnnicating  military  instruction.  It  is  tme, 
that  a  few  men  of  brilliant  genins,  hav«  ap- 
peared in  the  world,  who,  without  a  military 
adncation,  by  mere  intnition,  have  excelled  in 
tfae  art  of  war.  These  splendid  exceptions 
onght  not  to  detract  from  the  general  rule  that 
ft  military  education  is  necessary  to  malce  a 
■kjlfbl  and  efficient  offloer. 

Gentlemen  liave  complained,  and  I  believe 
with  Justice,  that  there  now  are  Beveral  snper- 
nnmerary  cadets.  I  would  snggest  the  source 
of  Uiis  evil  to  he,  that  the  Military  Academy  is 
too  large  for  the  Army — or,  if  any  gentleman 
irill  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  for  the 
IGlitary  Academy.  A  jnst  proportion  does 
not  exist  ]>etween  them.  The  snpply  of  offi- 
cers which  the  Academy  Aimishes  is  too  great 
for  the  demand  of  an  army  not  amounting  to 
S,000  men.  Thia  state  of  things  gives  birth  to 
snotiier  evil.  Ho  man  who  now  enlists  as  a 
private  soldier  in  the  Army,  no  matter  what , 
may  be  his  capacity,  or  what  may  be  his  oon- 
dnot,  can  ever  eip^t  to  be  promoted  above  the 
rank  of  a  petty  officer.  He  can  never  indolga 
the  hope,  which  the  policy  and  the  practice  of 
the  wisest  nations  nave  sanctioned,  that  he 
may  one  day  become  a  general  officer.  Every 
avenne  to  promotion  is  oloaed  against  him  by 
tjia  gradoates  at  West  Point,  who  always  have 
the  preference  and  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
(bmish  the  army  with  officers. 

Whether  the  OoTemment,  in  addition  to  ftir- 
idshing  the  means  of  a  military  edncation, 
ought  to  feed,  and  clothe,  and  pay  the  cadets, 
whilst  they  are  reoeiving  it,  is  a  question  wdl 


worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  ibU  subject  may  be  referred.  One  thing 
is  certun,  that,  whatever  other  sins  may  be 
fUrly  chargeable  against  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, they  cannot  he  Jnstly  chargeable  with 
the  estabK^ment  of  the  Hilttary  Arademy. 

AdmonitMn  and  Exhwtatwn  to  Order. 

The  Speaker  (ATfnaBW  Stbtbsson,  Esq.) 
rose  and  addressed  the  House.  He  felt  he 
said,  very  deep  regret  at  the  personal  and  mi- 
pleasant  character  which  the  debate  had  as- 
sumed, and  which,  if  continued,  was  calculated 
to  have  a  baneful  effect  upon  the  ohsracter  and 
deliberations  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  cer- 
tainly could  have  no  wish  to  restrict  improp-, 
erly,  the  freedom  of  debate.  He  had  never 
attempted  it ;  he  never  ahould ;  hut  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  it  a  duty  that  he  owed  the  House, 
the  nation,  and  himself  to  interpose  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Chair  in  maintaining  the  order 


and  personal  ■]t«rcations.  In  the  easemeM 
of  controversy,  and  the  commotion  of  debate,  it 
was  often  very  difGcolt  for  the  Cbair  to  inter- 

Sose  successfully  its  snthority  in  preaerving  or- 
er,  and  limiting  debate;  in  cases  of  great  or 
unusual  esaitement,  it  ooold  never  be  done 
without  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  co-op- 
eration of  the  House.  In  mailing  these  re- 
marks, the  Chur  intended  no  allusion  to  any 
particular  member  of  the  Honse.  He  had 
risen  to  impress  upon  the  House  the  necesuty 
of  enforcing  order,  and  sustaining  the  Chur, 
and  to  entreat  gentlemen,  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  mingle  in  the  debate,  to  refrain  from 
personal  and  recriminating  remarks  towards 
each  other,  uid  to  ctmfine  themselves  to  the 
subject  under  connderation.* 

MoiTDAT,  January  S8. 

When  the  House  adjourned  on  Saturday,  a 
motion  had  been  made  by  Mr,  Dobbxt  to  lay 
the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Cbiltoh,  together  wiw. 
the  amendment  thereto,  on  the  table.  On  th* 
opening  of  the  debate  this  morning,  Mr.  DoBsax 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  questioa  then  re- 
cnrring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr  Bl&xs — 

Mr.BcoKHBit,  of  Kentucky,  said:  I  have  sud 
that,  when  offered,  I  waa  prepared  at  once,  and 
willing  to  ud  the  proposed  inquiry.  Tet,  can- 
dor compels  me  to  declare,  tliat  such  a  vote 
would  not  have  been  founded  on  any  belief,  or 
even  suspicion,  that  there  were  such  abuse*  aa 
those  pointed  out.  They  may  be ;  if  so,  they 
are  not  within  my  knowledge.  As  a  friend  it 
the  Administration,  there  was  no  option  al- 
lowed me,  as  to  my  vote.  We  occupy  an  en- 
tirely different  attitude  fWim  genUemea  of  th« 
oppoeition.     If  they  will  exhibit  accnaatioiu, 
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and  i^t  op  debates,  however  nselesB,  hj  which 
tlxat  time  i»  oousatoed  which  Bhoald  be  devoted 
to  importent  basioeas,  it  is  not  oar  fault.  6it- 
uat«d  u  wo  ire,  it  oould  not  reaaonablj  be  ex- 
pected that  we  would  refuse  to  meet  them. 
What  wu  the  reaolntion  in  Bubstance,  aa  orig- 
108)17  offered  t  That  the  national  debt  ahouM 
be  spee^r  paid  off;  that,  to  effectuate  Oiii,  a 
nnmi  retrenohment  of  public  exp«iditiires 
ahould  be  resorted  to ;  that  the  number  of  offi- 
oera  employed  in  the  public  service  ahoold  be 
lessened,  and  the  ssluiea  of  thoM  retained, 
diminiahed.  In  support  of  this,  it  was  sud  by 
the  mover,  that  mere  were  sinecure  offices, 
that  we  had  departed  from  the  republicaa  sim- 
plicitf  of  onr  anceatora;  that  the  pablic  monej 
Lad  been  -nselesaly  squandered,  &c.  Now,  sir, 
whilst  I  admit  that  the  public  debt  ongbt  to  be 
disdiarged  at  as  earlj  a  period  aa  possible, 
without  detriment  to  other  great  national  in- 
terests; and  whilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  in- 
vwtigatioa  of  the  alleged  prodigalit7, 1  neither 
oanction  it  as  correct,  nor  concur  in  the  gentle- 
man's argoment.  After  all  that  was  said  b; 
hitu,  in  general  terms,  about  profusion,  national 
baokmptcj,  &c,  what  were  hia  specifications  1 
That  the  services  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  might 
be  diqtenaed  with,  the  occasion  for  which  that 
office  was  created  having  long  since  passed 
awar.     That  onr  tables  were  everj  morning 

Eiled  with  nseleSB  documents,  and  reports  as 
ing  as  tiie  moral  law.  WhiUt  he  seemed  to 
Imwne  that,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  and 
the  North  "  rooked  in  the  cradle  of  ease  and 
loxiuy,"  this  would  be  considered  as  a  matter 
of  littie  moment,  in  the  Weet  there  waa  bat  one 
Vtrfce  concerning  it.  ,  Whatever,  sir,  there  ma; 
be  of  prodigalitf  of  pnblio  monef  in  this  mat- 
ter, it  savors  more  of  any  thing  else  than  Inx- 
juy.  But,  if  the  gentleman  so  eatimates  it,  let 
me  assure  him,  that,  thronghont  the  session, 
he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  his  ap- 
petite in  all  the  Inznr?  of  a  most  delecteble  va- 
riet7.  Beporta,  and  the  testimony  upon  which 
they  are  founded,  mnat  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fbre  na,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
oUms  as  are  presented  to  Oongress.  Thev  are 
oases  in  which  redress  can  be  obteined,  and  jns- 
tice  done  nowhere  else.  Manj  of  them  ore  for 
verj  large  amounts  of  money  or  property.  In 
aacli  cases,  are  we  to  act  blindfolded,  and  at- 
tempt to  dispense  Justice  at  hap'hazard  1  tjurely 
not.  If,  in  any  particular  case,  any  gentleman 
believes  that  it  wonld  be  useless  or  improper  to 
print  them,  when  the  motion  is  made  to  have 
them  printed  i*  the  time  to  onpose  it. 

Tet,  sir,  I  am  not  not  at  ell  disposed  to  cen- 
■nre  tiie  gentleman  who  introdnoeid  the  resolu- 
tioos.  He  did  so,  no  doabt,  under  honest  con- 
victions of  their  propriety— he  had  seen  these 
charges  of  extravagance,  of  corruption  in  the 
disbursemente  of  public  money,  repeated  so  f^- 
quenUy,  in  a  thousand  different  shapes  in  the 
newspapers,  by  editora  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  ttoia  some  of  high  standing, 
down  to  the  cars  of  tiia  very  lowett  degree, 


until  he  began  to  believe  there  mnat  ba  some 
troth  in  it.  However  zealous  a  man  msj  bs 
in  his  pursuit  of  tmth,  even  falsehoods  msj  b« 
repeated  in  his  hearing  so  frequently  and  con- 
fidently, that  at  last  they  ar«  reoeived  as  tndhs. 
M^  I  not  now  be  allowed  to  indulge  the  Ikm 
that  ray  colleagne  has  beooroeaati^ed,  that  bs 
entertained  most  erroneooa  conceptions  d'  Ihest 
matters  I  Else,  why  haa  be  so  entirdy  sbaa- 
dened  his  original  resoliitiim  t  Sinecure  oSm^ 
high  salaries  of  offioera,  the  nnnecMaary  nnmbei 
of  them ;  the  high  per  diem  allowance  to  nwai- 
bers  seem  to  have  been  torgottea,  and  we  m 
now  invited  to  inquire  as  to  the  manutt  ii 
which  the  money  appropriated  for  foreign  ia- 
torcourae,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  cf 
the  Executive  Departments,  has  been  sjqM 
unce  18S4— yes,  air,  since  1824.  lliere  lie* 
the  secret.  Alt  errors,  if  any,  committed  bs- 
fore  that  period,  are  not  worth  inveetigatiao. 
They  would  shed  no  valuable  lisht  on  the  snb- 
iect  The  oocnrrence  has  passed  by,  and  ii  no 
longer  of  any  moment.  It  would  be  of  no  ler 
vice  in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  any  change 
in  the  law  on  the  auhjeot.  Very  weU,  lettbt 
inquiry  be  so  limited.  I  am  willing  to  go  bsi± 
as  far  aa  they  please;  to  commence,  and  to 
stop,. where  they  please.  Should  then  be  UJ 
Ibing  wrong  in  the  management  of  the  sfftin 
of  uiis  nation,  by  this  Administration,  let  it  bi 
made  appear.  If  it  be  an  error  of  the  head,  S 
magnanimous  and  generous  pablic  will  soon  ts 
punish ;  if  it  proceed  trvm  corruption,  it  will 
show  that  they  onght  no  longer  to  be  trarted. 
When  proof  of  this  is  produced,  none  will  bs 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronounce  a  v«i£ct 
of  guilty.  But  idle  anapioton,  and  worse  ths 
idle  mmor,  shall  never  mflnence  my  jndguKDt 
We  were  told  by  the  gentleman  ttom  Tirginii, 
(Vr.  Bandolpb,)  that  he  wouldoppoae  any  ind 
every  party  who  wonld  impoee  on  this  coDnhy 
any  man  as  its  Ohief  Uagistrata,  besides  him 
who  receives  the  greatest  number  of  its  votea 
Is  onr  constitntion  then  a  dead  letter  I  Cm  a 
man  otmsoientioasly  disohargs  a  dnty  devolving 
on  him  in  the  election  of  a  President,  viditiiig 
neither  the  letter  or  spirit  of  that  sacred  inrtn- 
ment,  and  yet  be  subjected  to  cenuare  t  That 
must  be  the  gentleman's  opinion :  for  no  mss 
elected  by  Oongress,  can  have  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  people ;  othenriM, 
the  election  wonld  not  have  devolved  on  Con- 
gress. I  was  truly  anrpriaed  to  hear  sndt  mb- 
timenta  avowed ;  and  tlie  more  eapedslly  s* 
coming  from  such  a  quarter.  When,  on  tbs 
lost  election  of  President,  that  matter  was  be- 
fore Oongress,  I  understood,  and  still  miif- 
stand,  that  every  member  from  Virginia  voted 
for  Mr.  Crawford  except  two,  of  which  two 
the  gentleman  (Hr.  Rtnooira)  waa  not  ooa 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  vote  fix 
one  man,  and  wish  another  to  be  elected.  H* 
was  in  earnest  as  to  the  vote  whiA  hs^aTe, 
and  waa,  no  doubt,  anxious  for  Kr.  Orawnirdi 
election.  And  yet,  according  to  his  praifflt 
deolaratiuLs,  be  wonld  thm  hav«  in^osed  M 
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thifl  coanirr  a  man,  u  its  Chief  Magistrate, 
wbo  had  not  receivM  b  majority  of  the  votes 


found  opposed  to  hia  adminiBtrAtioo,  for  that 
reason  om;,  if  not  for  Other  reafloiu. 

ib.  WASBuraTOH  add:  When  the  regoln- 
tioa  vaa  offered  hj  the  gentleman  iron  Ken- 
tnckf,  (Ur.  OaiLTON,)  1  had  resoWed  to  vote 
aguDst  it — not  that  I  was  opposed  to  re- 
trenohment  or  the  reform  of  any  abuses  which 
might,  bj  posubilitf,  exist  in  die  admintBtra- 
tion  of  the  Ueneral  Gfivemmeiit,  bnt  beoaoae  I 
did  not  believe  that  asxj  valoahle  results  to  this 
Dstion  could  grow  out  of  snoh  inqnirj,  and 
becatiae  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now  imagine, 
that  any  abuses  exist,  which  require  the  inter' 
vention  of  this  Bouse,  or  which  this  inqnirj  is 
oalcolated  in  any  manner  to  reform.  I  consid- 
ered it  mecdj  as  the  redemption  of  a  pledge, 
Trhich  the  gentleman  from  Eentnckj  inlbrmed 
v»  he  had  given  to  bis  oonstitnents.  But  in 
the  latitude  wliich  has  been  allowed  in  this 
debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gen- 
Uemen  distingnished  for  their  talents,  high  in 
the  estimation  (^  the  puhlio,  and  liigh  in  the 
ooufidence  of  their  party.  What  are  me  decla- 
rations they  have  made,  sir  f  That  this  is  not 
tiie  time  for  reform ;  that  the  clouds  which  now 
obscure  the  political  horizon  mnst  be  chased 
away,  by  the  nnng  of  another  and  a  brighter  snu 
^-an  evident  allusion  to  the  election  of  another 
President — that  you  have  nothing  to  hope  for 
or  expect  from  the  present  Administration,  in 
aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  effect  reform. 
Sir,  the  imputation  has  gone  forth  to  the  world, 
onder  the  sanction  of  high  authority,  that 
abtuea,  if  not  corruption,  do  exist,  and  that 
any  attempt  at  their  exposure  would  prove  un- 
availing, as  you  could  expect  no  co-operation 
from  the  rulers  of  this  nation,  who  are  thns 
pronounced  too  corrupt,  too  mnoh  wedded  to 
their  own  sinister  views,  to  malce  any  sacrifioe 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.  So  far,  sir,  we 
have  heard  nothing  bat  allegations,  without  the 
■emblanoe  of  proof :  for  all  the  evidence  which 
has  been  attempted  to  be  produced,  haa  been 
ably  met,  and  trinmphantiy  refnted,  without 
the  aid  of  any  inquisition. 

Sir,  I  believe  this  AdminiatratJoa  to  be  as 
pure,  as  patrotie,  as  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  as  far  removed  ^Mm  the  snapiciun  of 
oormption,  as  any  whichever  has,  aye,  sir  and 
as  ever  wilt  sreside  over  the  destinies  of  this 
Bepublic  i  and  that,  lilte  gold,  the  oftener  as- 
aayed,  the  brighter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the  Ad- 
ministration fear  no  inquiry  or  Horntiny,  how- 
aver  rigid,  either  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
borsemeats  of  public  money,  or  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  appertaining  to  their  ofBces ; 
neither  do  their  friends  entertain  a  fear  on 
their  account,  On  the  coiUrary,  we  invite  and 
challenge  the  fullest  and  freest  investigation : 
aaif  in  accordance  with  this  belief,  I  would, 
with  great  deference,  soggest  to  my  friends — 
politioal  friends  I  mean — for  I  have  the  pleaa- 


nre  of  claiming  many  personal  friends  on  this 
floor,  with  whom  I  am  not  politically  associated 
— that  every  amendment  should  be  withdrawn 
which  has  been  offered  by  them,  and  that  we 
afford  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  every 
facility  ha  can  desire,  by  adopting  his  ori^al 
resolotion,  or  the  modification  ofiered  by  him, 
as  he  may  prefer.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  of 
onr  seeking,  and  let  us  not  put  it  in  the  power 
of  gontiemen  to  say  that  we  Mttered  down,  or 
in  any  way  embarrassed,  the  inquiry  they  had 
proposed.  Let  the  whole  responsibility  rest 
where  it  shonld.  For  my  own  part^  I  will  vote 
against  every  proposition,  either  m  the  way 
of  amendment  or  substitute,  which  does  not 
originate  with  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky, 
or  his  political  friends. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  in  ration  to  the  institntion  at 
West  Point,  and  I  am  done.  Having  reoently 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  an  examination 
at  the  !Wlitary  Academy,  I  wm  take  the  liberty 
of  stating  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by 
that  visit.  Without  having  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantagee  of  foreign  travel,  and  i^  making  a 
comparison  of  this  with  sunilar  institntiona  of 
other  nations,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that,  in 
r^ard  to  discipline,  and  indeed  the  whole 
economy  of  its  arrangements  and  oondnot,  it  is 
not  excelled  by  any  institntion  in  the  world. 
Bir,  it  is  a  noble  monoment  of  the  liberal  and 
enlight«ned  policy  of  this  nation.  It  richly  de- 
servee  instead  of  reprobation,  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government,  Young 
men,  from  every  State  of  this  widely  extended 
ensure,  are  brought  together  at  West  Point. 
They  there  form  friendships  which  remain 
Ihrongh  life;  local  jealousies  and  prqndices, 
which  unhappily  exist  among  na,  are  conquer- 
ed ;  and  the  associations  growing  out  of  this 
friendly  intercourse  have  a  most  imposing  in- 
fluence,  in  a  political  respect,  by  drawing  more 
closely  the  chain  which  binds  tc««ther  this 
great  Oonfederaoy.  It  is  true,  sir,  the  selection 
of  cadets  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  class 
of  society ;  nor  can  I  perceive  any  Just  reason 
why  it  shonld  be :  for  this  institution  was  cre- 
ated for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  commnnity. 
Yet  the  gentieman  asserts  that  none  bat  the 
well-bom  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  ad- 
vantages, to  the  exclusion  of  the  sons  of  Kevo> 
lutionary  fathers  and  widowed  mothers;  bnt 
one  fact,  sl^  is  worth  a  thousand  such  asser' 
tions :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  hava 
had  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving 
son  of  a  poor  widow  in  my  district,  a  warrant 
of  admisMon  to  that  school;  and  I  could  in- 
stance to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  many 
appointments  of  a  similar  character— one  par- 
ticolarly,  in  this  district,  of  the  son  of  an  old 
Bevolntionary  officer  and  poor  widow,  to  whom 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  promptiy  gave 
a  warrant.  Bu^  sir,  no  censure  can  attach  to 
this  Administration  in  relation  to  that  establish- 
ment, it  being  almost  oo-eval  with  our  Qovem- 
ment.    I  thwafore  will  not  ooosnme  the  tima 
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of  the  HoDBS  b7  aii7  fartlier  referenm  ta  tbe 
Mmarke  of  the  gentieman. 

Hr.  Ihohau  uid:  The  resolation  before  th« 
House  HimpI;  proposes  s  retrencbmeiit  of  pab- 
Uo  ezpeuditanis,  without  referenoe  to  the  pe- 
riod when  mch  a  meaanre  became  proper  or 
neoewarj,  and  no  one  will  den;  that  aome  r«- 
^DChmeBt  might  be  effected;  but  it  by  no 
meaoa  follows  that  the  Administratioa  wonld 
be  aaaailed  by  snch  a  measure.  Another  part 
of  the  inqnir?  propoBes  a  specific  inqnirj  aa  to 
the  expeodittire  of  certain  muna  of  m<mef 
placed  at  the  diapoeal  of  the  Prerident  and 
Heads  of  DepartmeoU.  We  all  know,  that, 
when  the  law  prescribes  the  special  ^plication 
of  public  mone;,  there  csmiot  be  mnch  danger 
of  a  mieapplicatiou ;  bnt  where  large  sums  are 
disbursed  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  sb;  tbe  lesst  of 
it,  a  fit  enbject  for  the  somtiny  of  this  Hooae, 
and  may  fairly  be  done,  and  has  been  done 
over  and  over  agun,  vithont  an;  impatation 
against  the  Administrations  who  have  made 
mch  disburRements ;  if  all  has  been  done  right, 
thej  can  have  no  Jnst  objection  to  the  scrn- 
tiny;  if  sjiy  tbing  has  been  done  wrong,  we 
have  a  right  to  know :  for,  in  eitber  case,  the 
information  may  be  nsefnl  to  direot  future  leg- 
islation. Let  us  look,  for  B  moment,  into  the 
amount  of  the  enma  that  are  placed  ^  the 
discretionary  disposal  of  tbe  President  and 
Heads  of  Deportraente.  The  proposed  inqoiry 
goes  back,  I  believe,  three  years.  The  sums 
^propriatied  for  the  contingencies  of  foreign 
intercunrse,  for  that  time,  are  as  follows :  18S5, 
$40,000;  1826,  $40,000;  1827,  $30,000— $110,- 
000 :  this  is  the  fnnd  out  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent may  by  law,  cause  to  be  pdd  what  amount 
he  pleHses,  and  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
interest  requires  it  to  be  concealed,  he  oertifiee 
that  fact  to  the  accounting  officers,  and  they 
•ettle  the  account  without  specification,  or  sny 
other  voucher  than  the  certiiBcate  I  have  men- 
tioned. It  is  proper  that  we  should  know  what 
sums  have  been  thus  settled  at  tbe  Treasury. 
I  would  not  invade  any  regulation  which  may 
have  been  found  expedient,  especially  in  times 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  the  resolution  does 
not  call  for  the  specification,  it  only  asks  for 
the  amount  so  expended.  The  remainder  of 
this  fund  and  the  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  misEions,  and  tbe  contin- 
gent enensea  of  the  several  Department^  ore 
required,  by  the  resolutions,  to  be  specified, 
and  to  this  there  can  be  reasonable  objection. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  "  contingen- 
laes  of  misdons  aoroad,"  for  the  lost  three 
years,  is  $70,000,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  iiiB  Departments  $Sll,8i6,  making  a 
total  sum  of  1361,646,  including  the  fbrrign  in- 
tercourse fund,  which  is  disbursed  very  much 
at  discretion,  Vow,  sir,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  iDdisna  should  be  adopted, 
it  will  exclude  us  from  any  knowledge  of  these 
large  disbursements.  But  let  us  consider  what 
his  amendment  proposes  to  do  in  place  of  tbe 
inquiry  contemplated  by  tbe  resolutions  of  the 


gentiemas  from  Kentucky.  Tbe  first  propos- 
tion  of  the  amendment  is  to  inquire  wbetbcf 
any  abases  have  been  committed  by  the  Prea- 
dent  or  Heads  of  Departments,  and  wkat  csn 
that  end  ill  I  Shall  w«  send  a  committee  to  tha 
President,  to  ask  him  what  abases  he  has  com- 
mitted f  ne  will  tell  them  in  the  first  pliM 
that  he  does  not  confer  with  committe«i,  ind 
in  the  next,  that  he  is  not  conscious  of  abnaiig 
his  trust,  and  is  not  bound  to  answer  tiist  ques- 
tion. Will  you  send  a  committee  to  the  Ecsii 
of  Departments,  to  put  the  same  question  to 
themt  Will  they  give  you  any  sudi  iufivna- 
tion  after  yon  have  thus  characterised  the  ab- 
ject of  your  inquiry  t  But  perhaps  it  may  ba 
sud  your  committee  might  go  to  the  Cltrh, 
Do  we  not  know,  that,  at  ue  last  sesaian,  s 
certain  transaction  leaked  ont,  which  eidltd 
some  attention  both  here  and  abroad,  and  d- 
terwards  became  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  thii 
House — I  mean  the  payment  of  $4,600  to  Jolm 
A.  King,  for  a  homefit,  as  it  baa  been  i^ 
called.  I  never  knew  nor  inquired  how  itg<it 
out;  bat  soon  after  it  was  noticed  here,  tc 
heard  it  as  a  fact  of  common  conversstion  in 
this  city,  and  for  myself^  I  cannot  doubt  it,  llut 
the  Head  of  one  Department  eumuioDea  hil 
trembling  clerks  before  him,  and  menaced  widi 
immediate  dismission  whoever  could  be  prond 
to  have  made  the  disclosure.  In  such  a  rtatc 
of  things  what  could  be  expected  from  sn  is- 

aniry  after  abuses  t  It  has  been  well  slid  by 
la  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  and  othec^ 
that  it  must  end  in  noting.  The  next  ot^ 
embraced  in  the  amendment  is  on  inquiry  M 
to  the  redaction  of  salaries,  and  as  to  wbst  oS- 


they  were  established !  And,  according  to  tba 
form  of  the  issue  made  up  by  tbe  gentlona 
from  Indiana,  tbe  deciaon  of  these  points  it  to 
try  tbecharaicter  of  the  Administration!  Whi^ 
sir,  test  this  Administration  by  the  ascectitn- 
ment  of  a  fact,  which,  no  matter  what  it  ntiy 
be,  cannot  affect  the  Administration  in  tlia 
sligbt«st  degree  t  It  was  certainly  on  ingenion 
oontrivance  of  the  gentleman  to  put  the  trial 
on  such  grounds.  If  the  salaries  should  Kit 
be  detmed  too  higb,  nor  any  oflSoee  to  b«  dia- 
pensed  with,  the  Administration  would  be  M- 
quitted  and  entitied  to  our  support ;  but  if  soos 
reduction  and  diminntion  shoidd  be  thongbt 
proper,  then  the  next  point  presented  by  the  gen- 
tieman is,  when  were  these  offices  and  nlariM 
established!  And  if  it  should  be  found  tbri 
they  were  established  before  this  Aduiinisli* 
tion  came  into  power,  which  we  may  all  knoir, 
by  looking  into  the  statute  book,  th«i  the  Ad- 
ministration wonld  be  acquitted.  I,  for  one, 
will  not  consent  to  any  snch  a  trial,  and  «iU 
here  admit  that  the  Administration  are  not  n- 
sponsible  for  tbe  amount  of  the  salaries — thca* 
were  established  by  law — nor  ibr  the  numba 
of  officers,  whose  offices  are  created  byl»»: 
nor  for  the  time  when  they  were  estaUisbd 
If  tbe  gentleman,  by  his  ingenuity  could  grt 


DEBATES  OF  OONORESS. 


(IMVABT.  ISSS.]  aurm, 

neh  A  trial  u  he  hu  propoeed,  be  would  get 
ia  Administration  out  of  their  difflcnlties  most 
arilj  iodeed.  I  un  not  diiposod  to  be  drawn 
Ito  the  diacuaaion  of  that  ijnestioD,  nor  to  anjr 
rial  of  the  Admiiiistration  before  this  Hoose. 
fe  might  indeed  b«  competlad  to  put  public 
fflcera  upon  their  trial,  iu  some  eventa,  bnt 
re  have  no  right  to  tij  them  onraelves,  bat 
lost  e^>eoiall7,  I  wonld  not  take  the  great  po- 
itictl  trial  now  going  on  before  the  people  ont 
t  their  handa.  It  would  be  most  unwise,  as 
rdl  as  irregnlar,  for  this  Uouee  to  entertain 
■risdiction  of  any  qneation  npon  on  appeal  from 
be  pec^I(#  I  oame  here  to  assist  in  transact- 
ng  the  lefpelatire  bnnnesa  of  the  conntrj. 
Mt  HoDse  is  not  competent  to  decide  that 
Teat  political  anestion  by  anj  act  which  can 
;row  out  of  these  resolutions.  Wh;,  then, 
iring  thia  discnssion  heref  Let  it  remain,  I 
WBeeoh  gentlemen,  l>efore  an  Intelligent  people, 
rbere  some,  perhiaps,  of  the  most  intelligent 
M)diM  of  men  ever  couvened  for  mch  oocaaiona, 
in  disoassing  the  satyect  with  eminent  abilit;. 

TcxsDiT,  Jannar;  29. 
SelreneAmtnt. 

The  HonM  resumed  the  conaideration  of  Vr. 
'Jaa.vts'a  reeolations,  with  the  amendments 
iroposed  thereto. 

iCr.  Pbabob  scud :  In  the  zeal  of  gentle- 
nen  to  retrench,  the  Uilitarir  School  at  West 
*tAat  has  oooupied  their  attention,  and  violent 
laods  have  been  lud  npon  it.  I  did  hope,  that 
his institaUon,  which  ia  more  creditable  to  this 
Jorenwiant  than  anj  other  in  it,  and  which, 
'.  bad  mppoMd,  was  the  favorite  child  of  the 
lation,  wonld  have  been  spared.  I,  also,  Mr. 
Ipeaker,  have  attended  one  of  the  annual  ex- 
ymnatione  of  that  school,  and  can,  with  other 
[Mitlemen  who  have  spoken,  bear  witness  to 
(■merits,  if  its  merits  are  not  general)/ known. 
Until  the  commencement  of  Uiis  debate,  I  bad 
opposed  the;  were.  We  are  told,  sir,  hy  the 
[NiClemon  tram  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Mitcuill,)  that 
t  ia  the  narserj  of  Aristocracy^  created  for  the 
tdncation  of  the  rich  man's  son,  and  a  place 
vhere  the  widow's  son  or  the  orphan  boj  can- 
xit  enter ;  or  if  he  does  enter,  cannot  long  re- 
nain ;  eetablished  for  the  edncation  of  tbp  sons 
>f  members  of  Oongrees,  and  those  who  are 
liigb  in  office.  I  wonld  sa;  to  the  gentleman 
mm  Tenneesoo,  that  he  is  mistaken — that  he 
ti*B  been  misinformed — that,  although  I  shall 
not  question  what  he  bos  said,  in  relation  to 
the  sons  of  those  coming  fh>m  his  own  Btata, 
bis  remarks  will  not  apply  to  those  who  have 
ben  educated  at  that  school,  citizens  of  the 
Bute  which  I  represent.  Let  the  gentleman 
uamine  the  oatalogne  of  graduates,  and  he 
will  find  that  there  are  men  who  have  had  the 
benefits  of  this  school,  and  shared  in  its  hon- 
Ofi,  who  were  not  sons  of  members  of  Oungresa 
or  those  iu  power.  Let  tbe  gentleman  examine 
the  Anay  Blister,  and  he  will  also  find  that 
ba  beat  and  moat  meritorioos  of  oar  officera 
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are  graduates  of  this  school,  who  were  the  sons 
of  widows,  or  orphan  boys,  the  sons  of  thoee 
who  had  notliing  but  poverty  to  leave  to  their 
ofaUdren  for  an  ioheritanoe,  and  are  indebted 
to  this  institution  alone  for  ijie  edncation  which 
they  received.  To  avoid,  if  possible,  the  re- 
cit^  of  names,  who  is  the  gentleman,  who  hoa 
now  the  principal  superintendence  of  your  for- 
tdficoUons,  and  who  aischarges  his  dnties  with 
so  much  credit  to  himself  and  jnstioe  to  the 
nation?  Who  is  the  aid  of  yonr  Commander- 
in-Chief!  Who  is  now  the  assistant  to  the 
Chief  Eng^eerl  And  I  might  extend  the  in- 
qniry  to  a  very  great  lengtb,  of  men  who  are 
ornaments  to  ttielr  country,  and  men  who,  bnt 
for  this  school,  wonld  never  have  received  the 
education  and  advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it,  I  once  entertdned  the  opinion — an 
opinion  formed  without  much  reSection,  that 
the  doors  of  this  institution  ought  to  be  opened 
to  the  poor  only,  and  the  sons  oS  the  wealthy 
should  be  debarred,  and  stated  my  views  to 
the  Yice  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
first  conversation  I  ever  had  with  that  distin- 
guisbed  man,  and  learnt  from  him  t^t  others 
had  expressed  the  same  opinions ;  but,  said  he. 
to  make  this  a  school  for  the  indigent  wonld 
render  it  leas  valaahle  to  theuL  as  they  wonld 
not  be  excited  by  the  same  spirit  of  emnlatioti; 
that  genins  was  to  be  fbnnd  m  all  grades  of  so- 
ciety, all  classes  and  ranks  of  men ;  and  it  wai 
the  object  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  to  enlist  into  its  service  the  best  talent^ 
whether  found  among  the  rich  or  the  poor. 
Farther  reflection  has  saCSafied  me  that  tbe 
views  of  the  late  Secretory  of  War  were  cor- 
rect. Genius  is  not  confined  to  any  grade  of 
life ;  it  is  found  among  children  of  tLe  aaylum, 
and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  princely  palace. 
At  this  inatitntion,  a  soldier's  son — yea,  sir,  the 
son  of  a  Sergeant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  receives  the  first  honors,  while  the  aaaa 
of  two  gentlemen,  who  have  been  Speakers  of 
this  House,  are  unable  to  pass  tliroagh  the  or- 
deal of  an  examination,  tl,  sir,  favoritism  ex- 
ists in  other  institutions,  it  has  no  abiding  place 
in  this :  for  here  they  all  rise  or  fall  by  their 
merits  or  demerits,  and  there  are  none  who  are 
the  sons  of  the  poor,  and  none  who  are  the 
stMis  of  the  rich :  for  no  such  distinctions  are 
kept  up  by  the  officers  of  that  inatitntion.  The 
students  tbemselves  soon  find  of  how  little  nae 
they  are.  Sir,  if  I  had  a  son  old  enough  to  be 
admitted  into  that  Academy ;  if  I  had  any  ia- 
flnence  with  those  in  power — I  know  I  have 
none — if  my  friends  had  any,  it  should  be  ex- 
erted and  colled  into  operation,  if  neoeaaary,  to 
procure  for  that  son  an  admittance ;  tliis  I 
wonld  do  without  property.  It  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  the  wealth  of  my  friend  from  New 
Yorkj  {Mr,  V*ir  RmssUAXB,}  (and  I  may  be 
permitted  to  coll  him  so,  whoae  philanthropio 
spirit  makes  him  tiie  Mend  of  mankind,)  the 
most  wealthy  m«n  in  this  Hons«^  if  not  in  this 
nation,  I  would  not,  like  that  gentleman,  t«ai 
my  ton  to  a  private  aohoid,  where  the  MnM 
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•oiencM  are  tanght ;  but,  if  inflneuoe  vera  ue- 
oeaurj,  I  vonld  resort  to  it,  to  proonre  for 
him  &  plaoe  at  thii  Hhool.  What  greater  ben- 
efit ooold  jon  ootifer  apon  the  son  of  the  rich, 
u  veil  as  poor,  than  bj  teadiing  t>oth  that,  in 
tliis  ooant^,  the  road  to  preferment  is  open 
to  botli,  and  the  highest  honors  are  with- 
in the  reach  of  all — that  povertj  is  no  em- 
barraeament,  and  -wealth  ftimiahee  no  facilities  t 
What  better  practical  leseona,  what  more  use- 
Ail,  or  which  are  better  t«ata  of  the  excellence 
of  onr  form  of  Oovemmeot,  and  the  blessings 
which  car  ft«e  inBtitationa  confer,  than  those 
which  are  tfto^t  at  thia  insitntion  t  What  bet- 
ter plan  to  fire  the  ambition  of  the  poor,  and 
ezctte  the  emulation  of  the  rich,  than  the  sys- 
tem in  force  at  this  school,  where  the  Senator's 
ton  and  the  widow's  son  are  placed  upon  an 
eqnalitj,  and  both  are  told  tbat,  in  this  conn- 
try,  tha^  at  that  school,  the  "  mind  is  the  meas- 
ure of  the  man  f "  80  long  as  that  nsefiil  and 
distingaiahed  offloer,  now  the  Bnperintendent 
of  this  inaUtOtion — an  officer  whose  talents  and 
aoqniremente  are  snch  as  to  qualify  him  to  dis- 
cha^  the  dotiee  of  any  post  or  ofBce  in  this 
GoTennnent,  or  recognized  by  onr  laws,  and 
who  has  peonliar  qaalifioationB  for  the  office, 
the  datiee  of  which  he  now  diseharKea  in  a 
manner  as  creditable  to  himself  as  eatisfactorr 
to  the  nation — shall  preside  over  this  institn- 
tJoD,  BO  long  will  the  great  advantsses  which 
the  nation  nas  derived  from  it  he  dispensed, 
and  so  long  will  the  nation  continue  to  realize 
them.  Id  justice,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  head  of 
the  War  Departmeht,  and  that  responsibility 
may  rest  where  it  belongs,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dnlffed  with  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  E^ipointmonts  are  made.  There  is  allot- 
ted to  each  State  as  many  Cadets  as  there  are 
RepreaeotatiT-es  and  Senaton;  and,  in  those 
Bt^es  which  elect  I>y  distri<^  one  to  each 
Congressional  district.  In  making  the  selec- 
tion, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  recom' 
mendationa  of  members  have,  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  great  weight.  Then,  sir,  suppose 
that  those  abases,  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  Qtr.  HrroHBU.)  have  existed 
— let  it  not  be  nnderstood  that  I  make  any  ad- 
missions— who  is,  or  onght  to  be,  responsible  for 
these  abnsee  I  And  on  whom  shoold  the  cen- 
sure fall  f  Not  upon  the  President  or  his  Sec- 
retary, but  upon  the  members.  In  Justice  to 
the  DsefDl,  as  well  as  distingnished  officer  now 
at  the  bead  of  the  War  Department,  I  will 
ftarther  state,  what  I  know  to  be  tnie,  when 
every  thin^  else  is  eqnal,  it  has  been  his  uni- 
form practice  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  te- 
lection  to  be  made,  to  the  son  of  him  who  is 
poor.  Having  met  some  of  the  objections  to 
this  institution,  and,  in  fact,  all  that  1  have  dis- 
tinctly heard,  and  ^own  that  it  is  not  snch  an 
institution  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be ; 
that  neither  this  Government  nor  Administra- 
tion onght  to  be  censured  for  its  fostering  car« 
towards  it;  that  the  present  Administration  has 
porsoed  the  same  oodtm  towards  it  that  others 


have  done ;  tbat  the  expenditures  ore  the  same 
—for  I  did  understand  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Vr.  Cabsoit,)  to  withdraw  the 
dbjection  be  mEide  on  account  of  the  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  paid  the  supemomeraij  lien- 
tenanta,  or  to  admit  that,  ander  former  Admin- 
istrations, similar  ^propriations  were  made,  vid 
the  same  amount  paid — it  becomes  necessary  to 
inquire  what  was  the  object  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  establishment  of 
this  institution  I  What  are  the  benefits  which 
derived  from  it!  And  whether  the  object* 
itemplated,  have  been,  or  will  be.  attuned  I 
las  been  stated,  and  truly  stated,  19  those  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  that  this  insii- 
tntion  was  projected  by  Washington,  andfooikd* 
ed  by  Jefferson.  I  wonld  add,  that  it  began  to 
flourish  under  the  suspieea  of  John  O-  Caliioun, 
to  whom  it  seems  to  nave  been  as  dear  aa  the 
apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to  it,  and, 
~  ~l11  occasions,  evinced  his  devotion.  The 
ent  we  declare  by  any  act  or  vote  of  oura, 
that  this  institntion  is  a  nseleaa  one ;  that  it  11 
liable  to  those  impatadons  which  have  been 
upon  it,  that  moment,  sir,  your  Vice  Pres- 
ident, if  not  shorn  of  all  his  beams,  is  deprived 
of  half  his  glory.  Look  into  the  correspond- 
ence between  Washin^^ton  and  the  Continental 
Congreee,  and  you  will  find  him  continoally 
urging  upon  that  body,  pressing  npon  than, 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  employ- 
ment of  skilful  engineers.  They  were  not  to 
be  found  In  the  conntry,  for  there  were  do  mil- 
itarr  schools;  recourse  was  had,  and  neces- 
sarily, to  foreign  countries,  as  has  rince  been 
had,  for  that  military  skill  which  was  not  to 
be  found  at  home ;  and  military  science  was 
then,  as  it  has  idnce  been,  imported,  bnt  not 
then,  nor  since,  bo  as  to  answer  all  the  reqnis- 
tions  of  the  Government ;  and,  knowiog  the 
necessity  for  snch  schools,  ita  establishment 
was  among  the  first  recommend adona  of  the 
first  President  of  these  United  States.* 


WHJiln^ri  IB  Anututlir  ■ddn»d  u  th«  ftthtr  ni 
ft>mid«f  dT  tbfl  pregADt  MLUtuy  Atadtiaj.  No  rnddoetkH 
be  man  lUlndniu.  He  otnt  oonBHUed  nA  n  t»- 
■tltatloD,  Dor  uiytUngllkatL  Ths  Andem  J  of  lili  ^j  vM 
>  plue  or  tiutniiilloD  In  (tia  tiro  hl^ber  bnnchng  of  tk*  Bit- 
ICuy  irt— «rtJI1«7Hii]  englaiHrliig— and  nothing  uon:  tka 
ondflt  of  bll  Aay  wu  ■  yonnf  ioldlAT,  ntCHli«d  t«  m  eompu^. 


:"(ActaIITM:) 


par.  dolblnB.  uid  ntlBn  of  ■  ki^o 
th«lntvrimiiof>etlT«  KTrlcclTh* 
lor  Uh  proAialM  iftar  ■  trill  of  111 
Iti  blgher  bruohu,  tlMB  bo  wu  • 
tha  PnaUesl,''  ts  Wtat  Faint,  to  I 
(ln«r  and  artUlai;  ofieen  In  tbgaa  two  Ugtiar  bnnii*; 
and  nothing  alae.  All  tbe  drilli  bocb  of  oObieT  and  prirata 
all  tba  training  In  thtlii&ntrjr,  theoTalcrandtba  rifle— aQ 
tbe  oamp  dnt/— wna  Chen  lelt  to  be  lan^t  In  the  Said  a^ 
Cbfl  ump— 4  bettf  r  tcbool  tfbr  loeh  toacblng  tlia>i  an^  aca4* 
amy,  and  under  offlcua  vbo  were  to  lead  ibainlnteecUoi^' 
better  tsaehan  tlian  u;  •chool-nam  prohavna.  And  lU 
vlthoDt  an;  additional  eipeug  to  tba  Cnltad  Staloa,  tka 
toaehan  being  ollleen  nnder  par  not  othrrwlia  anidoTad 
and  tha  esdata  being  part  ef  the  mUltary  btet^  tampeniSf 
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Let  HI,  Ur.  Spetker,  for  b  moment,  torn 
GoTanimeDt:  for  this  Is  the  ftmd  Thioh  u 


the  oontiiigeiit  nind,  or  money  mnaiullj  mpro- 
prutod  to  meet  the  contingent  ezpenua  of  this 


liable,  if  I  nndentood  the  gentieoiM]  from  Pemi' 
i^lTank,  ta  each  grow  alMMa,  and  from  wbleh, 
as  one  would  enppoee  from  the  tenor  of  hi* 
argnmente,  a  good  share  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Administration  is  detived.  How  stands 
the  oaaet  By  the  oonstitotioii,  "  no  mooej 
■hall  be  drawn  from  the  Trftssnry,  bnt  in  oon- 
■eqnenoe  of  appropriaCiociB  made  by  law:  and 
ft  r^ular  statement  and  aooonnt  of  the  receipts 
and  expeoditam  of  all  pablio  money  shall  be 
poblished  from  time  to  time,"  No  moneys 
can  be  drawn  withont  appropriations.  And 
who  makes  the  appropriations  t  Kot  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  Beoretariee,  bnt  Oongresa.  A 
reference  to  the  Treasory  estimate  for  the 
Qorrent  year  will  perhqn  beat  explain  the 
nature  of  the  aontmgent  ezpenHes,  and  the 
ftmd  provided  for  defrnyioK  of  them.  The 
irhole  amount  asked  for,  is  $8,990,880  U — 
and  of  this  sum,  the  following  snms  to  defray 
the  oontingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State: 

For  Books,        ....         t!:,000 
Binding  Books,   .  .  .  .        eoo 

Stationery  and  Parchment,    -  -  1,900 

Vediterraneui  Pissports,  •  .     1,500 

Blank  Personal  Psaiporta,  drcnlsn,  fee.     1,000 
Fhel  and  Candles,  .  .  .        (kw 

KewspapcTB  for  the  Office  and  Agents 

■broad,      .  -  .  .  eoo 

Trenilaiions  of  foreign  I«ugnages,  -       8S0 

Fersge  fer  Heeeogen's  Hones,        -  SOO 

Expenses  in    diatribudng  Congieasianal 

DacumenCs,     ....       soD 
Wages  ofk  Uborer,  .  -  800 

Uiacellanies,        ....    1,000 
Extra  Copying  of  Pspen,      -  ■  1,000 

Printing  in  Neirspapers,  and  In  Pamphlet 
Porm,  the  Iawb  of  the  fint  Sesnon  of 
SOtb  Congress,       -  -  -         13,500 

Distribution   of  the  Acts    of   Congress 

Ihronghout  tbe  States  and  Territories,      8,000 

«17,6fi0 
"Sow,  of  the  whole  of  this  sum,  amoantlng  to 
twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
doUaiB,  not  one  cent  of  it  is  at  the  command  of 
the  President,  nor  can  one  cent  of  it  1>e  piuil  or 
expended  in  a  way  to  escape  onr  examination, 
and  not  to  be  open  to  onr  inspection.  Let  the 
committee  ascertain,  if  the  standing  committee 
on  expeoditares  in  the  I>epartraent  of  State  has 
not  already  done  to  their  satisfaction,  whether 
this  snm,  (be  usnal  appropriation,  bos  not  been 
^>plied  to  the  usual  and  oidinary  purposes,  and 
■etilements  made  in  the  oororooo  and  ordi- 


datMhsd  tor  iutneUoD,  bnt  k»1tIi«  BstblsK  1b  addinoa 
to  ■  •«|Hnt'i  ftj,  ntloD,  and  dothLnc.  Tb*  proHot  alV 
HUX  sadnar  bagu  to  t«ka  Ito  form  In  Itaa  jmt  ISll,  nsder 
O*  m4  o(  tlut  jtti,  iftar  WublDitoa  bud  bwa  ■  dnu 
jtaa  dud ;  ud  hu  b«B  built  ap  bf  esnitrDaUoiu  ud  nf- 
xOMof  Bsdir  tbit  tat,  OKUilinr  ebuclng  It  ftom  whit  It 


nary  form — whether  Tonohen  have  m>t  been 
taken  for  all  the  money  paid,  and  whether  se- 
crecy veils  any  part  of  this  expeoditnre.  An 
examination  of  the  acta  of  Ocaignm  will  show, 
that  this  is  tbe  nanal  amonnt  appropriated  fbr 
that  Department,  and  the  other  Departments  and 
officers  have,  to  defray  abnilar  expeosee,  annual 
appropriations.  I  have  referred  to  the  State 
Department,  becMise  it  waa  the  first  mentioned 
in  the  Treaaary  estimate.  In  addition  to  these 
appropriations  for  the  Departments  and  office^ 
a  sum  of  money  has  heretofore  been  asked  for, 
and  appropriated — somBtimes  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, hot  seldom  le«  than  half  that  sum,  to  de- 
ftly the  oontingent  expenses  of  foreign  Inter- 
course; but  this  extraragsat  Admioietration 
require  for  the  year  183S,  no  appropriation 
whatever  to  defray  this  expense. 

Mr.  Bill  said:  When  Iheorij^nslreaotntiont 
were  introduced  by  the  gentieman  from  £en- 
tuchy,  I  saw  in  their  ill-di^aetad  form  (and  when 
I  ssy  Ihi^  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  eonld 
have  given  tbem  a  Iwtter  shape)  the  substance 
of  a  proposition  for  a  general  retrenchment  tn 
theexpeoditareeof  the  Government.  To  a  well* 
timed  proposition  of  that  nature,  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  I  wonld  never  be  opposed.  In'qairies  into 
supposed  excesses  in  the  regnlar  and  ordinary 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government, 
or  into  the  abuses  supposed  to  attend  their  dis- 
bursement by  its  officeni,  will  always  be  prodoo- 
tive  of  some  good  in  Govenunrait,  oonslltnted  on 
whatever  prindplei  it  may,  although  no  immedi- 
ate legislative  enactment  ma  remedial  nature  mt^ 
be  the  result  of  them.  The  very  discusdoiia 
which  attend  propositions  for  suoh  inqniriea, 
serve  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  jaalonsj  and  watoh- 
fnlnett  in  tne  people  in  re^rd  to  that,  which, 
property  managed,  oonatitnlesthur  strength,  and 
which,  under  evil  auspioea,  may  be  converted 
into  the  material  of  their  weakness.  For,  in 
tbe  estimate  of  a  nation's  strength,  this  paradta 
intrudesitself— that  which  forms  the  chief  anew 
of  its  power,  may,  at  the  same  time,  become 
the  source  of  iie  greateet  debility.  National 
wealth  (if  I  may  be  permitted  a  oommon^tlaoo 
argument)  can  nowhere  be  as  safely  and  prop- 
erly exhibited  ae  in  tbe  hands  of  the  people 
who  created  it ;  and  there  it  should  remun,  ex- 
cept such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  protection  and  free  enjoyment 
of  the  balanoe.  When,  therefore,  a  nation 
shsll  have  arrived  at  that  pdnt  in  its  organisa- 
tion, when  it  deliberates  upon  the  expedteitay 
of  abolishing  oertain  institntions  as  useleK  or 
improper,  and  of  curtailing  oertain  expenditure! 
aa  extravagant,  we  may  taJce  it  for  granted  that 
the  annnal  nadieum  of  the  people's  wealth, 
which  is  absolntelv  necessary  to  be  drawn  from 
their  pockets,  is  already  large  enough,  and  that 
no  new  institutions  will  be  created,  and  no  ad- 
ditional exactions  enforced.  But  I  go  farther. 
I  would  have  supported  a  well-timed  proposi- 
tion of  this  nature,  for  a  better  reason.  I  have 
entertained  the  opinion,  aa  I  do  now,  that  the 
expendltnres  in  some  brauohea  of  the  public  aer- 
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▼ice  would  bear  retreaohment  withoat  injnry 
to  Uie  interests  of  tb«  oounbj,  ftnd  to  the  Ter; 
grwt  rebef  of  the  people.  1  hare  tboagbt  ttit 
the  career  of  this  OoTernnieDt,  dnring  &  iate 
AdmiuistratioD,  wu  marked  with  a  wasteful  i^>- 
propriation  of  tb«  pQblic  reveDDe,  and  that  the 
preMnt  AdmiDiatration  baa  entitled  itself  to 
■tiU  higher  diatinction  in  the  same  prodigal 
oonne.  1  believe,  too,  that  the  present  Admin- 
iatration  oontemplat«d,  at  one  time,  Btill  greater 
amiaenea  in  this  wa;,  than  thej  have  sine 
thought  it  pradent  to  attain.  I  am  of  opiaioi 
tha^  for  a  part  of  thia  extravagance,  the  Eiecc 
tlv«  offic«n  of  the  GoTemment  are  alone -n 
■ponrible,  and  that  Oangrea«  ma?  w^  oome  i 
fortitebaUnce  of  the  responsibility.  Row  thL 
nqwnribilil;  should  be  divided  between  those 
two  departments  of  the  Goremmeiit,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  determine;  nor  will  I  at  this  time, 
be  drawn  into  a  speoiflcation  of  instaDoea  of  the 
•ztravaganoe  in  the  EzecoliTe  ofBoers  of  the 
Qovernment ;  neitbw  will  I  be  forced,  x 
this  oocaatoD,  into  an  argument  of  the  apeoi 
tiont  that  others  have  thought  proper  to  make 
in  the  coarse  of  this  debate.  In  speaking  of  the 
extnTBganoe  of  the  Government,  I  b^  leave  to 
■tate,  that  mj  opinion,  if  it  may  be  regarded 
M  of  ADj  oonseqneooe,  has  l>een  formed  upon 
fkota  which  I  have  never  heard  dispnted;  and 
what  I  ffla;'  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  aay 
of  the  conduct  of  the  present  Administration, 
will  be  found  to  be  based  upon  ascertained  facts, 
about  which  I  expect  to  speak  freely,  without 
the  imputation  of  joining  in  a  hue  and  cry- 
merely  for  party  purposes.  I  deepiseasenselen 
clamor  as  much  as  any  man,  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  thia  la  one. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  seeing  that 
it  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because,  wiUi  my 
approbation,  (and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  give 
me 'credit  for  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  decla- 
ration,} no  inflammable  matter  of  that  kind 
would  be  thrown  into  this  House,  to  retard  and 
obstruct  the  ordinary  business  of  Oongress,  or 
to  Interrupt  the  decorum  of  debate  during  the 
present  session.  I  desired,  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
every  other  member  of  this  House  did,  from 
the  frequent  profeasions  I  heard  upon  all  sides, 
that  we  should  despatch  the  more  important 
bunneaa  confided  to  our  care,  and  return  to  our 
homes.  I  deprecated  the  consequences  of 
bringing  the  Presidential  canvass  into  this 
House,  and  making  this  floor  an  electioneering 
Campus.  We  have  already  had  a  specimen,  in 
the  two  last  days'  debate,  of  the  consequence 
of  introducing  such  matter  into  this  House. 
Te  have  already  had  a  match  exhibition  of 
reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already 
reached  the  very  verge  of  order  and  decorum. 
Perhaps,  sir,  we  have  advanced  one  step  l)eyond 
their  boundaries.*  To  what  end  will  a  further 
indolence  of  this  course  lead  in  the  discusnon 
of  this  or  any  other  measure  of  a  like  inflam- 


mable character  t  As  the  passons  of  the 
opposite  parties  kindle  by  eolliaon — u  tb«j 
wiU— we  may  expect  to  bear  from  me  aide  ii 
the  House,  a  glowing  deaoription  of  the  dsiuen 
of  militaij  despotism,  while,  from  the  otW, 
we  will  present  the  pictare  of  a  great  utioi 
ainkinc  hy  corruption.  When,  from  tha  othir 
side,  shall  be  held  np  to  public  view,  tb*  erik 
to  be  apprehended  from  Uie  elevation  of  illi^- 
tary  Chieftain ;  on  this  side,  jou  shall  tw«r  of 
the  iUs  that  will  ensue  from  eetablisbing  t 
sncoesdon,  by  adhering  to  the  line  of  safe  pra- 
cedents.  When  we  shall  have  earned  this  wu 
of  crimination  and  recrimination  to  the  h^uit 
pitch  to  which  party  feeling  can  ascend,  u  n 
shall  be  able  to  aooomplisb  will  be,  perh^e,  Is 
degrade  the  character  of  the  CongrMS  at  tbe 
United  Btates,  consume  oarsetvea  in  the  best 
of  controversy,  and  vomit  forth,  throu^  the 
channel  of  tbo  newq>apen,  upon  the  peopis  of 
this  Union,  the  poison  of  our  own  g^  to  n- 
bitter  and  stir  them  up  to  a  like  usdess  rtge. 

If  I  do  not  mistake  the  allusion,  or  ovemts 
the  apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  from  E«- 
tncky,  (Mr.  Bcokkxb,)  I  will  eay  to  him,  that 
I  know  he  will  not  forsake  his  oonntry  st  the 
i4>proach  either  of  a  domestic  or  foreign  (oe.  Oi 
the  contrary,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  in 
him,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  presence  of 
a  tyrant,  even  in  his  stronghold ;  and  whm 
"the  accepted  time"  alluded  to,  shall  ban 
arrived,  I  predict  that  that  gentleman  retnrainz 
to  his  post  here,  with  the  manly  purpose  d 
guarding  bis  country's  rights,  will  then  be«onii 
convinced  how  greatly  he  bad  misoouceived  tlx 
true  character  of  the  individaal  so  often  alluded 
to.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  find  that  great  nun, 
though,  perhaps,  not  perfect — as  no  man  is— jet 
so  nobly  redeeming  any  slight  faults  he  msj 
have,  by  his  generous  devotion  to  the  interest  of 
fais  country,  by  his  tact  in  civil  government  ■ 
well  as  in  military  oommand,  that  even  the  meat 
nnretenting  of  his  opponents  will  feel  soiDe 
regret  that  they  ever  felt  it  their  duty  to 
encourage  ^prehensions  which  turned  out  to 
be  BO  destitute  of  any  foundation. 

The  Tariff  has  found  its  way  into  tbia  dis- 

ission.  Upon  a  subject  of  so  much  difficulty 
and  importance,  I  would  at  no  time  feel  mysdf 
competent  t«  manage  the  argument,  either  tot 
or  against  it  I  am,  therefore,  at  this  time 
wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  any  examiiutiai 
of  the  questions  connected  with  it  j  but  I  do 
trust  in  God,  that  no  gentleman  on  this  Soor~ 
I  must  be  permitted  to  express  a  f^irther  hope 
— that  no  friend  of  his  country,  will  be  ftpuni 
here,  or  anywhere  else,  who  will  seek,  for  ssy 
purpoee,  to  connect  a  subject  of  such  intrinaio 
intereot,  with  a  contest,  involving,  in  my  ofdn- 
ion,  separate  and  distinct  principles  and  otyects. 

Hr.  Bi)eaker,  although  opposed  to  the  reaoia- 
tion  originally  for  reasons  I  have  attempted  to 
make  intelUgible  to  the  House,  yet  I  »:Br  we 
have  advanced  too  far  now  to  recede.  Expects- 
tions  are  created,  that  something  will  be  iaa», 
without  fiuther  delay,  in  the  vmk  ot  retiMMlt- 
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Inqniry,  mmt  bepnuconted  and  Ihopefwi. 
best  HBolta.  I  am  frae  to  dedara,  for  myMl^ 
■tthoogh  I  wotdd  lop  off,  vlttumt  oom[nuictioD 
or  regrot,  eveir  inetitataoa  and  offloe,  vhioli 
BUj  M  Opposed  in  its  tendanc;  to  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  or  which  may  cra^ 


vhioh  m^,  upon  inqdirf,  appear  to  be  eewatisl 
ritlur  to  the  liberty  or  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Ooontry.  And  liDoe  it  haa  become  neeoeoarj 
tliat  this  ioqairy  most  be  gone  into,  I  rejoioe 


telent  of  the  Hoiue  W  become  pledged 
aaaist  in  iL  I  look  upon  the  vote  taken  apoa  the 
motion  to  lay  thia  reaolation  opon  liie  table, 
■a  a  pledge,  not  only  of  tlie  peraeveranoe  with 
whioh  the  work  of  retrrai^ment  will  be  proae- 
ontedj  but  of  the  raooeaa  which  will  attend  it. 
And  I  tnut  that  we  ahall  all,  ezeroiaing  a  ipirit 
of  mntoal  forbearance  npon  tiioae  pointa,  npon 
-which  tlie  iotereata  and  feelinga  of  mrtiea  may 
be  connected,  xealoiuly  co-<^>erate  m  effecting 
acxnflthing  for  the  good  of  onr  common  coontry. 
VoT  my  own  part,  loan  only  promiae  that  I  will 
aid  in  the  anterpriae,  by  working  aa  a  oommon 
laborer  in  the  trenehea,  if  it  be  neceNary, 

WzosnaoAT,  January  80. 
Belrettehmeiit. 

The  Honae  then  prooeeded  to  oon^ar  the 
reeolDdon  of  Kr.  Ooiltok  on  the  snt^eot  of 
retrenohment,  and  the  question  being  on  the 
■moidment  of  Mr.  Blaxx,  (nrtoally  a  robati- 
tate  for  the  other) — 

Hr.DoaaiTaaid:  In  a  Oovenunent  like  oni& 
predicated  on  law,  confidence  moat  be  repoaed 
aomewhere.  Onr  oonatitotion  repoaee  it  in  the 
Exeeotive  Department  From  its  analt^y  to 
ntonarcby,  it  is  always  an  object  of  distrust  and 
Jealon^.  It  ia  presomed  to  affect  the  splendor 
of  royalty,  to  atretch  ita  prerogative ;  to  extend 
tta  iMtronage,  to  anataln  its  power  i  to  lavish 
Uie  reionroea  of  the  natim,  to  reward  its  parti- 
aana.  Thia  Jealousy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion  to  oar  repnblioan  aimplidtj,  to  a  restricted 
azeeutive  prerogative,  to  the  purity  of  oor 
faiatitntioDa,  and  batred  for  a  prufoae  aspendi- 
tnre  of  that  money  drawn  ih>m  onr  lat>or,  has 
been  oonatantly  Invoked  in  every  stm^ie  for 
p<^tical  power  that  haa  distracted  the  American 

The  first  admintfltration  of  the  iilnstrions 
Washington  had  not  pasaed,  before  it  was 
charged  on  hia  Adrolnutration  that  it«  policy 
was  devoted  to  an  awmilation  of  the  practice 
of  our  Government  to  the  most  corrupting 
parts  of  the  Britisb  Oovernment;,  that  the  war 
debts  of  the  Bevolotion  were  fluided,  and  the 
pnbtk  debt  created,  to  bring  strength  to  the 
nsnrpatioos  plotted  by  the  Federal  Oovernment 
on  State  rights ;  that  the  army,  raised  to  check 
the  lavage  incurdoDa  on  the  firaiHeraettleBMnta 


waa  adt^rted  in  confiinnity  with  the  policy  of 
creating  a  standing  army ;  that,  kavtog  a 
funded  debt,  and  army,  tM  piratical  depreda- 
tioos  of  the  Algerine  o«vs^n  wwe  greedily 
seised  on,  as  an  eqwlo^  ft>r  creating  a  navy  ; 
that  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introduced  lo 
add  to  the  support  of  the  Qovamment  a  swarm 
of  officers ;  and  that  thna  a  pabllc  debt,  an. 
army,  a  navy,  the  ezclae,  the  fonr  prominent  fea- 
tures and  engines  of  the  patronage,  oormptioD, 
and  expense,  of  the  British  Government,  were 
grafted  on  tie  American  policy.  The  mo. 
narchical  tendencies  of  these  national  measoraai, 
were  not  the  only  aeousationa  made  agunst  thia 
iilnstrions  man.  He  waa  charged  with  affectiiis 
the  splendor  end  folly  of  royu  aodienees ;  and 
the  levees  which  were  hdd  at  hia  honae,  to 


the  American  peoplej  were  traced  to  a  disposi- 
tion, on  bis  part,  to  imitate  royal  levees.  Be, 
too,  was  charged  with  an  encroachment  on  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  aasoniing  that  it 
came  witbin  bis  constitutional  competency  to 
ipve  instmctiona  to  his  Uiuiaters  abroad;  to 
negotiate  treaties  with  foreign  powera,  without 
first  submitting  his  instructions  fbr  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Senate :  he,  too,  was  charged  with 
drawing  the  public  money  for  hia  own  private 
pnrp<»es ;  and  it  waa  published,  that  the  day 
on  which  he  should  retire  "  ought  to  be  oon- 
nderedasanationaljubilee;  for  from  that  d^, 
would  the  name  of  Washington  oeaae  to 
legalize  corraption."  And  such,  sir.  was  the 
acrimony  of  party  spirit  in  hia  day,  wat  there 
are  now  distinguished  political  oharactera,  high 
in  the  confidenoe  of  this  people,  who  have 


Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which 
Hr.  Jefferson  acquired  by  the  repeal  of  the  war 
tax  of  the  preceding  Administration,  and  the 
prostrate  condition  of  his  political  rivals,  there 
soon  sprung  np  men  who  had  ccmtrihiited  to 
elevate  him  to  power,  who  denounced  his 
Administration.  He  was  charged  with  an 
nodignifled,  unpatriotic  attachment  to  France; 
with  a  hatred  againat  England,  that  coold  only 
be  satiated  by  her  prostration  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Eagles ;  with  shaping  his  whole  oonrae 
of  foreign  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gratifloatim 
of  these  feelings  of  attachment  and  hateed, 
(We  all  recollect  the  celebrated  saying  impnted 
to  a  ITmister  of  his  cabinet  when  it  eongbt  to 
purchase  fhnn  Spain  the  Floridas,  "  France 
wants  money.")  With  a  wasteful  pro^gality 
of  the  pnblic  money :  for,  rir,  a  aenUeman,* 
then  of  distingniahed  influence,  the  bitterest 
political  enemy  of  tbe  flrat  Adams,  as  he  now  ia 
of  the  seoond,  the  moat  sealons  of  those  who 
toiled  for  the  elevation  <rf  Ifr.  Jefferaon,  re- 
marked, on  the  Boor  of  this  Honae ;  "  Against 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adama,  I,  in  common 
with  many  otheta,  did  and  do  yet  entertain  a 
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sendDMot  of  hoftiU^,  kod  have  repektedly 
oried  oat  ag^rt  it  for  eztravagance,  and  for 
profiulon,  and  for  mute,  and  wtnton  vrnte,  of 


caoM,  that  that  AdmiBiitruion,  Kroaa]  j  eitravs- 
gast  as  I  then,  and  ctUl  believe  it  to  have  been, 
n  tried  kj  the  criterion  of  the  BuiMeedmg  one, 


waa  a  pattern  of  retrenchiiieot  and  economy." 
Tbeae  hletorical  facts  are  brought  into  view 
to  the  end  that  the  pablio  ma;  aopreoiate  the 
motlvM  which  give  cnrrenoy  to  these  clamora 
againat  thoae  who  adminiater  the  Govemmeat, 
and  to  abow  that,  at  all  tlmea,  and  l^  all  partiea, 
die  tame  obargea  which  are  now  made  againat 
the  Qoremment,  have  been  made  and  are  lostni- 
meate  naed  for  party  trimnph:— oomiptioii, 
pro^gality,  and  a  londneaa  of  splendor,  are  the 
praetiaed  weapons  of  the  Oppoeitioa ;  they  may 
inflaenee  sentiment  for  a  time,  but  a  spbit  of 
A«e  inqair;  and  correct  infomstion  will  bantsh 
these  deltuions,  demonatrating  the  innocence  of 
th«  aconaed,  and  the  daring  and  Belfish  tnotives 
whioh  prodnoe  the  impatatioiu.  Recollect  that 
these  Presidents  were  the  fonnders  of  the  Re- 
pnbHe,  that  they  had  an  active  agency  in  the 
establishment  <^  yonr  oonstitation,  that  they 
]ived  and  tolled  for  the  Republic  at  home  in 
the  gaae  of  Uie  American  people;  and  above  all, 
that  they  came  into  power  by  the  m^ority  of 
the  votes  of  the  American  people;  bnt  even 
tbns  sustained,  and  thns  elected,  they  escaped 
itot  the  Ml  spirit  of  detraction.  The  present 
Chief  Magistrate  came  not  Into  power  rast^ned 
by  anoh  powerfnt  appeals  to  the  oonfidenee  and 
auctions  of  the  American  people.  His  life 
had  been  spent  principsllr  in  the  service  of  his 
oonntry  abroad,  in  wirtchuigits  interests  and  its 
rights  In  fareiga  courts,  wben  at  home  he 
pTMided  over  a  Department  of  none  or  very 
Umited  patronage^  and  which  addresses  itself 
<8dy  to  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.  He  had  three  competitonL  of  dis- 
tiDgniflhed  reputation,  and  alike  endeared  to 
the  country.  A  gentletnaa  of  aplendid  tal- 
ents, *  the  lM>ld  a^  nndisgolsed  advocate  of 
those  coostttntjonal  dootrinea  which  enlaive 
the  sphere  of  Federal  acUon,  retired  from  the 
straggle  In  consequence  of  the  unexpected 
movements  of  a  Btate,  upon  whose  powerfnl 
support  his  calculations  on  success  were  predi- 
cated. No  election  was  made  in  the  pnmary 
eollegea— and  this  House,  exercising  its  constitu- 
tional contingent  power.  Galled  the  present 
tncombent  to  the  Presidency.  In  forramg  his 
Oabinet,  he  called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  State,  that  distinguished  citizen  who 
now  presides  over  that  Department,  and  it  is 
nnderatood  that  be  offered  to  another  competi- 
tor the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Fr<nn  this  moment,  a  spirit  of  opposition, 
'  detraction,  and  ndsrq>reseDtation  appeini.  It 
waa  ohar^  that  the  election  was  efboted  by 


"bargdn,  management,  and  Intrigue;"  ad 
the  nation  has  been  cmmlsed  by  a  non  mm 
,  state  of  politieal  hatred  thaniteverexperieawn 
!  before.  History  Infonna  us,  tiiat,  <n  t&  (bt 
1  parties  or  fiwtMis  wb)^  divide  a  natimi,tb«M 
'  are  the  most  angry,  which  are  founded  at 
I  personal  considerations.  The  parties  hentoion 
'  existing  in  this  country  had  their  origin  ia  i 
difference  of  cminian  among  the  peoide,  m  Id 
onr  forel^  ana  domestic  poucy.  In  sn^aiMoi 
or  redstmg  that  policy,  the  rival  pcditidiB 
addreeaed  uiefflselves  to  the  reason  and  nods- 
standing  of  the  nation.  An  unprecedentej 
nnanimity  existed  among  ns  all,  as  to  the  grtst 


and  ftwdameotal  policy  which  the  pronnitjr 
of  this  country  reqaired  to  be  pursued  ej  i 
rulers.    Ihe  present  pvtiee  of  this  oonntt^  m 


therefor*  forined  upon  the  prefeii_._.  _    .  . 
indiridual  to  another.     In  all  our  altempb, 


the  CI 

The  stractRre  of  onr  institntions  is  attadisi 
and  the  UUitary  Academy  is  sou^t  to  h 
rendered  an  ottjeot  of  pablle  Jealousy,  and  lb 
seeds  of  dimnion,  between  the  rich  and  0» 

r>r,  betwera  the  plebuans  and  the  pabidii^ 
scattered,  with  more  than  Tribtmitian  ii- 
dustry.  The  West  Point  Academy,  fonnded 
by  Jefferson,  is  now  described  by  his  frieDdi 
as  an  institution  in  its  very  principles  trit- 
tocratie.  The  gentieman  from  Tenneaee  Hfi 
that  none  bnt  the  children  of  the  wealthy  m 
educated  there.  It  is  not  so ;  in  ita  prinei|dc^ 
It  cont^na  no  exelnsion  graduated  on  ruL 
That  there  m^  be  chlldran  of  the  wetiSrj 
educated  there  is  true :  and  shall  it  not  bs  mI 
Who  oontrihntes  to  It  I  Bo  not  the  wesltliTl 
And  shall  they  be  excluded  who  do  not  cratnb- 
nte  to  it?  But  the  children  of  the  vrcalUu 
are  not  sent  there  from  considerations  of  ecea- 
omy,  but  to  prepare  their  children,  by  I  pn- 
vions  course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  snnia 
of  their  conntiy  :  and  it  must  be  so,  or  Ae 
children  of  the  wealthy  will  be  excluded  fiw 
the  Army  Register.  This  theory  is  coofinnsd 
by  one  nngle  illustration.  An  honorable  hwd- 
ber  of  tbis  Iloose,  who  has  expended  tbM- 
sands  in  giving  to  the  poor  the  blessipgs  cf 
intellectual  light,  has  now  at  that  schoolayoot^ 
who  prefers  to  serve  his  country  in  ber  snoy. 
The  gentleman  has  enumerated  many  instiiKMi 
from  hie  own  State,  in  which  the  BepresHls- 
tivM  in  Congress  have  had  children  «dic*t<d 
there.  If  this  be  an  abuse  of  the  power  B* 
influence  of  the  members,  they  are  resptHiiUs 
to  their  constituents.  The  War  Deputnest 
must  act  upon  recommendatious.  The  rM^ 
tntional  implication  that  the  members  of  Cn- 
gress  are  dmerving  of  confidence,  roost  uiflvoKS 
that  Department,  and  the  ^  of  the  abast  a 
the  discretionary  choice  must  rest  m  tw 
head.  I  can  oidy  eay,  that  so  lar  ss  ny  <■' 
perkoeegoes,  the  Mdeettona  In  the  State  ft« 
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irhenoe  I  come,  bu,  in  everj  liutanoe  ttHea 
npoD  those  without  pareots  nnd  without  prop- 
ertj- — except  the  md  of  a  nllaut  G«aeraL 
irhoae  btood  moiatttDed  th«  field  of  Eataw,  and 
'Wboie  utiioos  wUh  is,  that  one  of  faif  tlesoend- 
ants  might,  if  a  war  shootd  ever  agaia  return, 
display  the  same  patrioliem  aikd  the  nme 
dAx-ing  a*  his  father.  A  prindple  of  distribn- 
-U^e  Justice  regulates  Uie  seleotion  now,  and  I, 
■wiib  others,  ctm  aj,  that  the  ohuma  of  the 
ftieodlew  and  the  poor  are  listened  to  with  a 
Tmpitfaiiing  heart,  and  a  dtspoaition  to  foster 
and  protect  thoee  whose  genini,  it  is  preenmed, 
fit  them  for  militarf  command.  The  general 
utility  of  this  institution,  till  the  power  of  a 
■deetlon  was  exercised  hj  a  political  rival,  was 
admitted  bj  all.  K  its  abuses  have  weakened 
the  public  confidence  in  it,  this  Administration 
has  not  to  answer  for  it ;  it  coinroenced  in  other 
dayi,  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  tlie  Presidency.  Bnt  why  deal 
in  this  general  aocnsationt  Bring  fortli  a 
direct  proposition  to  pnll  it  down. 

Teubsdat,  Jannaij  SI, 
Sttrtnehmeni, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions of  Ur.  OEiLTOtr  on  the  snt^eot  of  retrench- 
ment, and  the  amendment  of  ifr.  Bulks. 

Mr.  Liitiuut  Bud :  I  have  witnessed  this 
debate  with  more  pun  and  regret  than  any  that 
has  ewer  oocnrred  in  this  Honse  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat.  One  more  nnproflt- 
able,  more  intolerant,  and  less  likely  to  effect 
snj  good  (or  the  oonntry,  has  never  occurred 
here  or  elsewhere.  Sir,  as  the  Representatives 
of  0  ttse  and  enliehtened  oommnnity,  disposed 
to  maintain  the  dignity  and  utility  of  debate, 
upon  correct  principles,  we  shonld  pause, 
serionslj;  panee,  before  we  determine  to  pros- 
eonte  this  further.  Where,  when,  and  how  is  it 
to  be  ended  I  What  profit  will  be  derived  from 
It?  Whatvaluableobjectattdnedf  Isourtiroe 
jnatly,  correctly,  and  fairly  employed.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  important  interests  of  the  coontry,  to 
be  thus  ezclnsively  occupied  in  this  digressive, 
angry  debate?  if  a  debate  it  can,  or  ougnt  to  be 
caUed.  I  had  always,  sir,  until  brought  to  a 
different  conclusion  by  the  present  dtseossion, 
been  led  to  believe,  that  a  debate  was  only 
necessary  where  a  difference  of  opinion,  in 
some  shi^  or  other,  existed,  and  tiiat  its  main 
object  was  to  enlighten,  to  convince,  or  to  per- 
TOitde.  Soch,  however,  sir,  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  character  or  desisn  of  this.  Its  object,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  its  tendency,  is  not  to  illustrate 
any  particular  propodtion,  or  to  convince  us 
upon  any  matter  of  disputed  policy.  It  is,  if 
not  for  the  nobler,  at  any  rate  for  the  obvious 
and  grsUfying  purpose,  of  abosiug  and  censur- 
ing soma  of  the  most  distingnished  men  of 
the  country.  Tliere  ought  to  be  no  disousrion 
upon  the  resolutions  as  offered,  because  there 
is  no  disagreement  of  opinion  among  ns  as  to 
Ihe  direction  which  they  ought  to  take,  and 
mast  take.    Yet,  nr,  without  any  diugreement 


whatever,  as  &r  as  I  know,  or  believe,  in 
reference  to  tiie  lubjeot-matter  before  us,  we 
present  ourselves  before  the  nation  in  an  atti- 
tude truly  lamentably  sin^lar,  to  speak  in  no 
stronger  terms.  What  is  it  t  Why,  sir,  a  sub- 
ject is  offered  for  the  consider^ion  of  the 
House,  in  the  nsoal  mode  of  resolutions, 
inqnirmg  into  the  manner  in  which  the  pecu- 
niary oonoems  of  the  country  ire  conducted 
by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  tbese  high 
tmsta ;  also,  of  inquiring  into  the  proprieV  of 
lessening  the  number  of  our  officers  in  service, 
of  cnrt&tling  their  salaries,  and  of  reducing  the 
pay  of  the  members  of  this  and  the  oth^ 
House.  To  these  resolutions  every  one  almost, 
without  exception,  seems  to  yield  a  ready 
assent  Indeed,  sir,  we  appear  to  struggle 
severely  with  each  other  for  the  honor  of  moat 
admiring  them.  We  all  profess  to  be  willing, 
yes,  anxious,  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  eiceediugly 
anxious,  yet,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we 
can't  get  into  it.  To  profess  to  be  willing  to 
moke  an  inquiry,  is  one  thing — to  make  it,  is 
another.  Talking,  and  doing,  ure  very  different 
matters.  •  If  we  are  really  and  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  npon  this  or  any  other  subject,  we 
must  speak  less,  and  do  more.  We  shonld 
engage  In  the  business  of  the  country  with  the 
determination  of  doin(j  it  speedily,  and  going 
home.  How,  sir,  does  it  happen,  that  we  can't 
get  the  questioii,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a 
close?  The  answer  to  this  question  will  not, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  It  arises'from  too  much 
eeol,  and  too  mnoh  sensibility,  upon  tb«  Pren- 
dential  qneation.  Ah  1  That's  the  whole  secret. 
The  people  understand  all  onr  movements: 
they  are  cool,  deliberate  and  intelligent,  ana 
will  very  (^aicfily  comprehend  the  design  of  an 
electJoneenng  speech  delivered  in  this  Hons^ 
whether  it  comes  from  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  For  my  own  part — I  speak,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others — I  do  not  think  it  either  complimentary 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  or  to  the  people 
of  this  nation,  to  make  tbe  Representative  Hall 
the  arena  of  electioneering  strife,  and  turmoil, 
and  bustie.  It  should  be  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  the  leiritimate  purposes  of  legialaUon, 
and  no  other.  The  people  will  attend  to  the 
election  of  President  themselves,  if  permitted 
to  do  so.  They  are  the  proper  tribunal  to 
make  tbe  decision  between  the  two  contending 

girtiee  which  now  divide  the  oonntry  and  this 
ouse.    In  their  decision  I  have  unlimited  con- 
fidence.   They  will  reflect  coolly,  and  decide 


House,  at  any  rate  acoording  to  tjbmr  own  sober 
Judgment,  nninfluenoed,  I  hope,  by  any  and 
every  attempt  to  excite  th«n  on  the  one  aide  or 
the  other.  The  truth  i&  ur,  and  I  speak  my  un- 
disRoised  opinion  when  I  say  so,  the  importance 
and  consequenoe  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to 
attach  to  what  they  may  say  in  this  Ball,  tending 
to  bear  npon  the  Presidential  oanvass,  is  very 
greatly  overrated.  Itisamiatoke,  whionremlti, 
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Uke  moat  oth«r  muUkei,  from  thinkms  too 
bighlj  of  their  ova  speaMog  powen,  axM  too 
little  of  t&e  judgment  and  disorimiiutioii  of  thoee 
who  Mod  u  here,  ^r,  we  maj  deoUin,  and 
Ttna,  And  rant,  and  read  Dewspqwr  sqntba,  and 
nawert  itale  and  longriucerenttM  chaigee,  and 
even  deaoend  to  penonal  inreoliTea  against 
eaoh  other,  or  to  penonal  Tldenoe,  nnS  we 
become  exnanated,  and  ezbanrt  the  Treaenrf 
too,  withont  being  able  to  inftise  Into  the  pnbKo 
that  degree  of  i^  which  political  oaloiuating 

fiftrtisana  (bel,  or  in  an;  material  manner 
ndnoe  anj  portion  of  them  to  nnrrender  their 
indgment  to  politioiani  atrnggling  ibr  power. 
1  am  verj  bottj,  Mr.  SpeiUier,  to  diecorer 
aromid  me,  the  moat  formidable  preparations 
fbr  a  oontlnnatioo  of  the  debate.  One  gentle- 
man ia  covering  hia  table  with  boolu,  another  ts 
taking  notei,  whilst  about  a  doien  others  are 
read;  to  avail  tfaemaelves  of  the  first  opporta- 
nit;  of  getting  the  floor.  I  did  not  rise  with  a 
riew  of  aaj^g  any  thing  which  woold  be  the 
means  of  prolonging  the  discagsion,  bat  princi- 
pal!; to  ezpreM  my  earnest  desire  that  the 
Saestion  may  be  brought  to  a  conclnrion.  With 
le  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  I 
desire  to  get  the  Boase  rid  of  the  qneetion,  by 
referring  the  reeotntions  to  a  committee.  It  is 
very  easy  to  dlipoee  of  the  matter  shonld  we 


■ion :  anotiier  says,  1  did  not.  One  party  says, 
Ton  began  it:  the  other  aays,  No,  it  was  yon. 
Who  did  begin  it?  Sir,  not)ody  began  It,  yet 
it  is  here.  Instead  of  dispnting  who  com- 
menced the  disonssion — for  tliat  fact,  it  seema, 
never  can  be  BBOertaiaed— let  os  stmggle  who 
■hall  be  the  first  to  get  dear  of  it ;  and  at  once 
proceed  to  the  transaction  of  bnsfness.  Why, 
sir.  the  scene  is  really  ladiorons.  It  is  more  like 
children's  play,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  «ay  so, 
than  the  part  of  grave  legislation.  The  original 
reeolntioa  offered  by  my  oolleagne,  (Ux.  Cbil- 
loir,)  was  not  of  >n  nniisaal  or  extraordinary 
idiiraoter.  I  was  verv  glad  when  he  introdnoed 
it.  I  little  antielpated  the  irritation  it  baa  pro- 
dnoed,  or  the  length  of  time  it  has  consnmed. 
The  inqniry  procosed  ia  a  necessary  one,  and 


notber 


a  Government  constitnted  as  onra  ia,  too 
much  vigilance  cannot  exist  npon  the  part  of 
those  in  whom  the  people  have  placed  con- 
fidence, in  watching  the  public  eipenditnres. 
I  am  not  for  making  false  clamors,  or  Cxciting 
the  nnblio  witbont  any  jnst  apprehensions, 
merely  for  my  own  purposes ;  bu^  npon  princi' 
pie,  I  am  now,  and  always  have  been,  in  hvor 
of  observing  a  system  of  rigid  economy  and 
atriot  aooonntahility  in  every  Department  of 
the  Government.  Frequent  inqniries  and  ex- 
aminationa  onght  to  take  place.    Honest,  able, 


On  the  contrary  it  has  a  Rood  effbot    It  aaUs> 
flee  the  oonntr;,  and  it  is  portionlarly  proper 


at  this  period  in  ntenoM  to  what  haa  Urn 
said  out  ttf  tlua  Honse  tm  Ktaa  dm*  pMt 
Tl)e  inquiry  rir,  fa  demanded  by  the  pe^: 
they  expect  it,  and  are  anxiondy  waitiiicteM 
how  it  will  progress.  Give  it  to  Ol  Let  th* 
examination  l>e  thoroofh  and  oompleta.  If  {m 
dollar  has  been  applied  tmproperiy  by  tb«  di*- 
bnrsing  officers,  ascertain  tJie  fact,  and  nuln  it 
known.  If  nothing  be  wrong;  if  oeoioni 
have  gone  abroad  withont  any  jost  canac;  it 
would  be  but  an  act  of  sheer  jostice  to  tbM 
who  have  been  implicated,  aa  wdl  as  to  tbt 
conntry,  to  say  so,  after  this  inqniry  is  ub- 
pleted.  It  requires  no  great  inteUertul  tfibtt 
to  create  anspicions,  and  to  give  them  anrrencf, 
whether  they  be  directed  agnnat  pabtis  oc 
private  character.  80  far  as  any  thing  hai  b«a 
said,  in  this  del>ste,  having  for  its  olijtet  ■ 
design  of  casting  any  impntaticm  npon  tbi 
Administration,  in  its  management  of  th 
moneyed  concerns  of  the  ootmtry,  its  ftiodi 
now,  and  at  all  times,  challenge  the  fteect  ud 
fullest  investigation ;  hot,  at  the  same  tini, 
protest  uainst  the  right  of  their  opponent!  tl 
trying  them  under  the  doctrine  of  Sbrjd- 
tionary  France  "  of  laboring  nuder  a  soqiidia 
of  iMing  suspected,"  and  taking  upw  then- 
selves  tne  eicinrive  right  of  aecnsng  tai 
deoidbg.  If  any  foct  whatever  exists,  spca 
which  to  predicate  a  charge,  even  by  tmwa- 
tion,  the  accusing  party  have  It  aom[detaj  in 
their  power  to  expose  it  to  the  natioi  ii 
glowing  colors — the  nation  ia  fbtty  competat 
to  decide  npon  its  merits. 

Bnt,  sir,  1  am  not  about  to  porsoe  that  count 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  so  fredylocv- 
demn  in  others,  by  discnasing  th«  relative  noiti 
and  demerita,  fitneea  and  nnStaeM,  of  the  tn 
distingnished  candidates  now  before  the  peaph 
for  thefirst  officewithintfaeir^ft  No,sit.  If 
my  vanity  even  prompted  me  to  snppCM  1  *« 
qnslifled  for  soeh  a  task,  I  would  not,  ^tluslim 
nptm  this  occasion,  in  this  Hoose,  alb*  lajm, 
even  under  feelings  of  excitement,  to  engv*  in 
it  Thetopio,ifpe™istedin,Ife*r,  «r,rfl,iii 
some  degree,  impair  that  dignity  which  hH 
heretofbre  coaracterized  the  proceeding!  of 
this  body.  I  have  not  token  the  floor  inth  1 
design  at  answering  chance  on  the  one  lid^ 
or  making  them  on  the  other.  It  was,  bi,  te 
a  very  different  purpose,  as  I  have  ahwy 
intimated.  Bnring  this  disonssion,  Ur.  6p«k- 
er,  which  has  taken  a  most  extensive  nut, 
trian  what  was  said  by  my  &Wd  fhna  Olu^ 
(Mr.  Viirox,)  an  impreeston  was  made  npon  ita 
minds  of  some  gentlemen,  that  his  d«sige  va* 
to  impeach  the  pnrity  and  integrity  of  tht 
presiding  officer  of  the  Bouse,  in  bis  sppoiiil- 
ment  of  conomitteea.  Sir,  I  was  reiy  psd  to 
hear  that  honorable  gentleman  fnntly  le' 
voluntarily  liinpl^tn  every  idea  of  the  tut.  It 
would,  air,  in  my  eetimation,  not  <»lf  km 
been  unkind,  bnt  uqinaL  to  that  oSetr,  to  km 
ezprened  tx  entertained  a  different  eentioMt 
Thongh  not  elevated  to  that  honoiahU  MUB 
with  my  nauent,  I  will  take  tUi  oeemia  f 
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mj,  without  lopporing  mj  opinion  ig  ■  matter 
ot  the  di^litest  conaeqaeace  to  any  one,  as  far 
as  my  feeble  Jadgment  eiteada,  he  presides 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  with  ability 
and  dignitj.  As  to  hia  appointment  of  com- 
mltteea,  he  has  a  right  to  select  and  organize 
thera  u  he  chooses— he  and  they  heing  respon- 
rible  to  the  oonntrr  for  doing  hann,  or  for  not 
doing  good. 

As  to  myself  I  do  not  think,  after  two  par- 
ties have  been  strnggling  for  power,  and  one  of 
them  RUiaeeds,  it  can  reasonably  bo  expected, 
that,  la  the  diHtribntioa  of  the  honorable  sta- 
tions in  this  House,  the  Tictorions  party  shall 
select  their  adversaries.  This  ought  not  to  be 
reqmred.  If  they  look  for  the  qnalifloations 
which  fit  indiridaals  for  those  atationa,  and  find 
(Qch  qualifications  in  men  of  their  own  party, 
it  is  natural,  and  right,  that  they  riion'd  pnt 
those  who  possess  them  at  the  head  of  the  leaA- 
ing  committees,  I  shonld  never  object  to  such 
a  oonrse.  If  the  party  which  has  now  the 
m^ority  here,  has  placed  its  friends  in  stations 
where  they  oan  be  osefol  to  the  conntry, 
while  they  do  honor  to  themselTes,  I  hope  we 
who  are  of  the  minority,  will  never  complain 
of  ft  If  they  have  the  honor,  they  have  the 
lesponsibility  too ;  and,  I  say,  in  reply  to  the 

Ctleman  m>m  Kentucky  who  has  Jnst  taken 
seat,  and  who  hai  made  some  complaints 
against  Jfr,  Adams  abont  patronage,  that  1 
would  go  farther  than  merely  protecting 
friends.  Patronage  onght  to  be  di8tribnt«d  in 
the  first  place,  with  a  constant  view  to  the 
public  good.  That  object  being  kept  in  sight, 
Ae  Administration  has  a  right  to  look  first  to 
its  friends — I  mean  its  prndent,  enlightened, 
and  capable  friends,  and  tnose  who  have  done 
the  most  to  pUoe  it  in  power,  by  giving  support 
to  fair  and  Jnst  prinoiplea.  It  ought  to  look 
next  to  friends,  who,  thongh  not  quite  so 
Kealoos  and  efficient  in  its  behalf  are  equally 
fUthfol  in  their  attachment  to  its  principles 
and  tbeir  conntry.  In  the  next  place  It  ought 
to  look  to  intelligent  nentrals;  still,  as  I  sud 
bafore,  keeping  its  eye  npon  the  pnbUc  good, 
and  npon  snitable  qnalifioations ;  and  then,  if 
there  is  any  thing  left,  let  them  give  it  to  open, 
bat  able  and  msgnanimons  adversaries.  This  I 
take  to  be  a  role,  right  in  itself  and  one  which 
has  always  mora  or  less  governed  every 
Administration,  bat  particularly  Ur.  Jefferson's. 
It  is  tme,  in  uming  at  this  role,  an  Administra- 
tion may  make  great  mistakes.  They  may 
sometimes  select  for  important  stations,  men 
who  bring  no  foroe  to  their  oanse,  but  then, 
this  arises  only  from  defect  of  Judgment  or 
Infbnnation.  They  intend  to  strengthen  their 
own  party  while  they  serve  the  conntry,  and  if 
they  fail  to  do  so,  it  is  from  the  oanaes  I  men- 
tioned. Sir,  look  to  all  Governments  which 
ever  existed.  Yon  never  find  one  which  gives 
all  its  favors  to  an  enemy  that  wonid  have  pre- 
vented its  Hoccen,  and  would,  at  any  moment, 
prostrate  it.  The  gentleman  says,  this  Ad- 
minisbntion  has  been  very  impmdent,  and  has 


committed  great  blunders  in  the  distribution  of 
its  patronage.  That  may  be,  bnt  I  tell  that 
gentleman,  that,  if  his  favorite  candidat«  ever 
Rets  Into  power,  he  will  most  infallibly  protect 
nis  friencU,  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  pre- 
sent Administration  has  ever  done.  Sir,  I  believe 
this  Administration  has  been  a  little  cnlpable 
in  this  matter,  although  they  have  incurred  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  diflerent  course, 
I  think  they  have  not  stnck  to  their  friends 
quite  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  No 
gentleman  will  suspect  me  of  saying  this  with 
any  personal  reference.  I  never  was  an  appli- 
cant for  any  office,  and  I  never  expect  to  be, 
and  for  a  very  good  reason,  sir.  I  never  can 
sncceed.  If  I  should  apply ;  there  are  too  many 
ahead  of  me,  of  both  pajliea,  who  excel  me 
in  ceal  and  ability,  and  uixiety  to  obtain  officer 

Fridit,  Febmaiy  1, 

The  resoluUons  of  Ur.  OHiLiwr  with  the 
amendment  of  Ur.  Blakx,  (as  proposed  to  be 
modified  by  Ur.  DoaaBT,)  neing  ag^  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  EvxsBTT  said,  he  b^ged  leave  to  return 
his  sincere  thanks  to  the  Bouse  for  according 
to  him  the  indulgence  of  an  adjournment.  At 
this  stage  of  the  discussion,  (sejd  Mr.  E.,)  noth- 
ing but  physical  inability  to  proceed  should  have 
induced  me  to  ask  this  udulgence.  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  means  in 
my  power ;  that  is,  by  introducing  no  matter 
into  the  debate,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to 
protract  it.  I  took  the  liberty,  yesterday,  to 
observe,  that,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Viiginia,  (Mr.  Rihdolph,)  to 
fay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  in  the 
affirmative  upon  that  question.  I  did  so,  thinking 
I  foresaw  the  character  of  the  debate  which 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  the  resolution  remained 
before  the  House.  To  a  resolution  for  inquiry, 
of  this  nature,  I  could  have  no  objection, 
except  that  of  some  little  crudity  in  form, 
which  has  been  ejected  to  this  resolution  on 
every  ride  of  the  House.  With  that  exception, 
and  could  it  have  passed  without  debate,  I 
should  cheerfully  have  voted  for  it^ 

The  House  was  not  pleased  to  make  that  dis- 
position of  the  resolution.  The  debate  has  been 
pursued  ;  and  the  ground,  in  my  judgment, 
has  entirely  shifted  beneath  our  feet  It  is  not 
now  an  inquiry  into  the  practicability  of  re- 
trenchment, with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt.  I  do  not  say  that  no 
allusion  to  this  matter  is  left  in  the  resolution ; 
it  may  remain  there  in  form ;  but  Uie  substance 
b  changed.  The  topic  now  put  forward,  is  the 
expenditure  of  the  contingent  funds,  particular- 
ly that  for  foreign  intercourse ;  and  taking  the 
debate  as  an  indicatjon  of  the  character  of  the 
resolution,  it  ia  one  of  general  crimination  of 
the  measures  of  the  Administration, 

I  a^n  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  friend- 
ly to  uqniiT,  in  any  and  every  fbrm — I  care 
not  with  what  severity  and  stiictnees  it  be  in- 
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■titiited.  I  know  thatall  haman  cstabliBhrnents 
(eapecioUf  po  vut  Mid  oomplioat«d  to  «abibUsh- 
ment  u  thftt  of  &  Oonnunent)  are  lUble  to 
AboM.  I  un  willing  to  admit,  on  these  geiwnl 
OTiDciples,  that  there  ma.y  b«  abaaea  in  the 
OoTenunent  u  at  preseul  admioiMered,  ol- 
thon^h  they  are  u  likelj  to  be  abuses  of  re- 
atriotioD,  ati  of  extraraKaiioe ;  especially  as  the 
one  Renerallj  leads  to  toe  other.  lU-timed  and 
misplaced  reduction  often  leads,  in  the  end,  to 
more  laTisb  expenditure;  and  a  Jadicioiu  ei- 

Cditure,  (a  memorable  iuatauiM  has  been 
If  stated  to  this  Bonse  in  relation  to  the 
Poet  Office,}  as  often  proves  to  be  true  economy. 
Bnt,  retrenohroeat  is  a  popnlar  theme,  and  the 
pruning  knife  has  Mmetimea  been  so  fnllj  ap- 
plied to  our  Mtablishmenta,  that  their  Tital  sap 
liaa  flowed  ont  of  the  wonnds.  Still,  however, 
air,  I  wonld  never  oppose  an  inqnirj  into  the 
abuses  that  may  exist;  and  whether  tbey  be 
those  ot  redundance  or  defldenoy,  I  am  equally 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Permit  me  to  make  one  other  general  remark. 
The  ceoUeraan  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Beu.)  in 
his  liberal  and  eloquent  address  to  the  House, 
made  a  remark,  which  he  Jnatly  offered  as  aonnd 
In  itseU,  however  paradoxical  in  its  terms,  that 
there  were  states  of  things,  in  which  that  which 
fa  natnralij  the  health  and  strength  of  a  pwple 
becomes  a  soorce  of  decline  and  decay,  ^e 
gentleman  applied  this  wise  remark  to  a  profose 
expenditDre  of  public  money.  There  is  another 
application  of  it,  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
equally  jast  and  pertinent.  This  branch  of  the 
Government — the  Legislative  branch — ia,  has 
been,  and  ever  must  be,  the  great  centra  of 
power  In  the  Republic  It  is  the  heart  of 
the  political  system,  out  of  which  all  life  and 
power,  as  they  have  been  imbibed  from  the 
people,  must  flow  bock,  through  the  vwions 
channels  of  administration,  to  them.  There 
are,  however,  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  cannot  he  dispensed  with  for  the 
public  good,  and  these  mnst  be  upheld,  m  their 
proper  spheres  and  fanotioas.  Row,  sir,  if  the 
tremendous  power  of  this  House  be  bronght 
to  bear  UDdnly  and  disproportionately  on  otber 
branches  of  the  system  ;  and  especially  if  it  be 

rat  into  an  extra-lwslative  action,  (by  which 
mean  an  action  wholly  dittconnected  from  its 
ftinctions,  either  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
or  the  grand  inqnest  of  the  nation,)  then,  also, 
what  is  naturally  our  Btreogth  and  safety,  be- 
ocHues  a  source  of  weakness,  deoar,  and  ruin. 
I  have  already  observed,  that  the  prominent 

C'nt  of  the  inquiry,  as  now  before  tne  House, 
I  become  the  foreign  servioe  of  the  country, 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  fiuid*  appropriated 
for  defraying  its  expense.  The  resolution  puts 
forward  that  as  the  leadine  topic,  and,  in  its 
rery  terms,  (and  this  objection,  1  mnst  confess, 
applies  also  to  the  amendment  as  modified,) 
gives  a  character  to  the  mode  in  which  that  part 
of  the  service  has  et;er  been  administered  nn- 


amount  of  the  snms  paid  ont  of  the  contii^nt 
ftand  for  foreign  intercourse,  end  settled  it  tht 
Treasnry  without  specification ;  and  abo  into 
the  amount  paid  out  of  the  aame  fiuid,  ind 
settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  nsual  mode,  aecoid- 
ing  to  law.  So  it  seems  that  there  are  two  kindi 
of  settlements — one  usual,  and  according  to  law ; 
tbe  other  by  specification,  and  impliedly  ndlliK 
usual  nor  tegal. 

Thia,  rir,  IS  an  important  topic  The  (ordgD 
service  of  the  country  is  an  exceeding  r»- 
sponsible  branch  of  the  public  service.  IJiilw 
we  adopt  tbe  Chinese  policy,  we  cannot  but 
stand,  in  relations  with  foreign  natioDs,  hi^ 
important  to  the  wel&re  and  prosperity  of  flw 
country.  In  peace,  we  stand  in  the  relatko  of 
an  extended  and  profitable  commercial  iiit«r> 
course,  depending  upon  its  prosperity,  to  a  good 
degree,  on  the  diaracter  we  enstun  abraid. 
When  peaceful  relations  ^ve  way  to  war,  it* 
duration  depends  not  a  little  on  the  character 
with  which  we  embark  in  it.  The  esthntte 
which  other  nationa  form  of  our  charactci,  it 
affected  by  the  manner  in  which  we  are  rcjm- 
sented  abroad.  The  suljeot  of  our  forei^  in- 
tercourse is  not,  therefore,  to  be  too  Ii^lly 
dealt  with.  It  is  one  for  which  the  constiia- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  country  have  made  pea- 
liar  provision  —  a  provision,  as  I  coocaTC, 
overlooked,  or  misstated  by  the  terms  of  the 
reaolotion. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State],  H 
is  provided,  that  the  President  "  shall  Domi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consort 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  AmbeaaadDi^ 
other  public  Ministers  and  Consnls."  Ovwtlie 
exercise  of  this  power,  no  control  is  giv«i  bj 
the  constitntion,  to  Congress ;  nor  have  tb^ 
undertaken  to  exercise  any  other,  than  that  rf 
limiting  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  sad 
ofiicers  for  their  services  and  the  ezpensea  !■• 
cmred  by  them  in  the  dischargtt  of  thebdntiaa 
liow,  then,  was  this  provision  ot  the  coastito- 
lion  reduced  to  practice,  in  the  ori^al  organi- 
zation of  the  Govemmentt  In  his  speedi  it 
the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  firat 
Congress,  President  Washington  broudit  tlN 
subject  before  the  two  Hooaes,  in  the  foUeving 
terms: 

>*  The  Interest  of  the  United  Sutcs  nqidit*  itot 
our  intereourse  nitb  other  nations  should  b«  &aE- 
tated  by  such  proiWons  as  will  enable  me  to  till 
my  daty  in  that  respect.  In  the  manner  ia  wUck 
circomstaocet  may  render  moat  condndTe  10  Ite 
public  good :  and  to  tbis  end,  that  the  compeoMlioia 
to  be  made  to  the  pcieons  *bo  may  be  emplojcd, 
should,  according  to  the  uture  of  their  appciat- 
ments,  be  defined  by  law ;  and  a  competcat  fund 
designated,  for  defraying  the  eipeuca  iaddealla 
the  conduct  of  our  f  ore^  AJCura." 

With  the  snbject  thus  present«d  to  Ihsii 
what  did  Congress  do  t  I>id  they  pan  a  1» 
creating  such  and  such  missions  (  No  sir.  ISd 
they  appropriate  sums  of  money  for  rod  am 
such  salaries  and  expenditures  ?  No.  Tbe  1*^ 
passed  u  brie^  ana,  bearing  strongly  on  Ihii 
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•nd  other  nutters  of  interest  I  beg  leave  to 
«ite  it.    It  bears  date  fint  of  Julj,  1790 : 

"Be  a  emacUd,  it.  That  the  Premdent  of  the 
United  8uiea  abatl  be,  and  h«  la,  lutboriied  (o  draw 
bum  tbe  Treaaurj  of  Hie  United  Sutes,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fortj  thousand  doltara,  anauallj,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  moneji  arising  from  Ibe  duties  on 
unports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  anch  per> 
sona  as  Im  dull  commiaiioa  to  serre  tbe  Uutad 
State*  in  foreign  parts,  and  for  tbe  eipanies  inci- 
dent to  the  business  In  which  thej  ma;  be  emidoTed. 
J'roMed,  That,  eiclosiTe  of  an  outfit,  which  shall, 
in  no  ease,  exceed  the  amotint  of  one  fear'a  full  ■>!- 
«I7  to  the  Hiniiter  Plenlpoteotiarj  or  Chargi  des 
AoUrca,  to  wbont  tbe  aame  ma;  be  allowed,  tbe 
Pieaident  shall  not  allow  to  an;  Uinlater  Plenipo- 
tentiary a  greater  snm  than  at  the  rate  of  nbia  than- 
■and  doUaia  per  annnm,  aa  a  eompansaUon  for  all 
hit  petaonal  aerrice*,  end  other  eipeneea;  nor  a 
neater  turn  for  the  aame,  than  four  thousand  fira 
bandied  dollars  per  aonom  to  ■  Chmzgi  des  AfTaires ; 
nor  ■  greater  sum  for  tbe  suae,  than  one  tUouauid 
three  hundred  and  Bttj  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
Bceretarj  of  an;  Mioistor  Plenipotentiar;.  And 
pnmided,  atto.  That  tbe  Preudent  shall  account,  ipe- 
ciBcallj,  for  all  sucheipenditureaof  theeeldmonej, 
ea.  In  bli  Judgment,  nmj  be  iDsda  public,  sod  also 
for  the  amooDt  of  anoh  eipenditurce  as  he  msj  think 
h  adnsable  not  to  specify,  and  cause  a  legulsr  state- 
ment and  aoeonnt  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Gon- 
gmaa,  annudlj,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
af  tbe  TreasuTj  Department. 

"Sec.  S.  And  b»  il  fmUur  tnacM,  That  thin  act 
■hall  eontinoe  and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  and  from  thence,  until  the  end  of  the  next 
aeadon  of  Congresi  thereafter,  and  no  longer." 

There  ia  one  phrase  in  tbe  law  to  nhiob  I 
Inrite  tbe  particnlar  attontioa  of  tbe  Eonse, 
("aaheghail  commiasioD  "} — a  phrase  throwing 
Ugbton  questions  not  iong  Blac«  mnch  agitated 
here  and  elsewhere.  There  were  those  who 
took  great  alann  at  the  nae  of  the  eipresaion 
to  "  oommisaioD,"  when  employed  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  DniMd  States,  to  indicate  one  of  the 
Xzecntive  faaotions  in  the  appointment  of  a 
foreign  Minister.  They  probably  did  not  ad- 
vert to  tbe  tact,  that  the  President  made  nee  of 
no  other  langoage  than  that  of  tbe  eaiiieat  legis- 
Ution  under  tbe  constitntion,  and  meant  do 
more  tiian  the  law  meant  by  tbe  tame  eiprea- 
■loQ. 

Tbe  next  law  on  the  sobject  was  passed  9th 
Febmary,  1798.  It  continued  the  act  of  Joly, 
1790,  for  another  year,  and  thence  to  the  end 
of  tbe  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and 
amended  it  to  the  following  effect : 

"  See.  2.  .lad  i<i  i(/uriA<r  <HE<ed,  That,  In  an  easBB 
where  anj  sum  or  innis  of  money  bare  issued,  or 
■hall  hereafter  Issne,  from  tbe  Treasury,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  foreign  nations,  in 
pnrtnanee  of  any  law,  the  Preudent  shall  be,  and  he 
herebT  is,  aathoriied  to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly 
•ettled,  annoally,  with  the  aooountlng  ofleera  of  the 
^eatnry,  In  tbe  manner  following,  that  is  Losay;  by 
eaosing  tbe  same  to  be  accounted  for,  specidcally, 
hi  all  Inltancea  wherein  the  eipendiMra  thereof 
may.  In  bis  Judgment,  be  made  public,  and  by  nak- 
log  a  oertUeale  or  certlBealea,  or  canslDg  the  Seo 


letary  of  State  to  nuke  a  eertifloate  or  certificatea, 
of  the  amount  of  such  expendituresas  he  may  think 
it  adrisable  not  to  specify ;  and  erery  luch  cer^- 
cate  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  Toucher  for  the 
sum  or  sums  therein  eiprened  to  have  been  ei- 


Tiils  is  the  first  taW  enactment  of  tbe  mode 
of  settlement  by  certificate,  or  withoat  specifi- 
cation, although  tbe  elements  of  the  provisioD 
edit  in  tbe  law  of  17S0. 

By  the  law  of  .March  20,  1794,  tbe  large  snm 
of  one  million  of  dollars  was  appropriated,  in 
addition  to  tbe  an  noal  forty  thoasaod  dollars,  to 
defray  any  expenses  which  might  be  ineurred, 
in  relation  to  the  intercooree  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations ;  to  be  applied,  ao- 
der  the  direction  of  the  President,  who,  if 
necessary,  was  authorized  to  borrow  the  money ; 
and  an  aoeonnt  of  the  eipeaditiire,  aa  soon  aa 
might  be,  was  to  be  lud  Iwfore  Coogrcea.  This 
large  appropriation  was  deuced  to  meet  tiie 
expense  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers. 

reral  similar  acts  were  passed,  at  snbae- 
tUl,  on  the  10 
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Ject  a  somewhat  modified  U. 
The  law  Is  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
compensation  of  pnblic  Uinistera."  It  contains 
no  appropriation.  It  re-enaots  thefbrmer  liml> 
tation  npon  the  compensation  of  Ministers  Pleni- 
protentiary.  Charge  des  Afifures,  and  the  Se«r»- 
taries  of  Hinisters:  the  second  section  directs, 
that,  where  any  snm  of  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  under  any  law  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse between  tbe  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  the  President  shall  caose  the 
Bcoonnta  to  be  settled  by  certificate,  aa  pre> 
scribed  by  the  act  of  Bth  Febroary,  1798; 
omitting  the  substitatbn  of  the  Secretary  ri 
State  for  the  President  This  year,  for  the  first 
time,  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  lu< 
teroonrse  with  foreign  nations,  were  tnuia- 
ferred  to  tbe  act  making  aporopriationa  for  the 
Btipport  of  OoTemment,  lor  the  year  1800. 
Besides  soTeral  large  speeifio  itMn^  fifty-two 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated,  in  addition 
to  tbe  annual  forty  thousana. 

In  May,  1810,  an  act  was  paMed,  fixing  Iba 
compensation  of  public  Miniatera,  and  of  Con< 
sols  to  the  Barttary  States.  By  this  law,  tbe 
oompensation  of  a  Minister,  and  ChargS  dea 
Affalree,  was  fixed  as  before ;  that  of  a  Seere- 
taiT  of  Legation,  at  two  thousand  doUars,  Ae. ; 
ana  it  was  proyided  that  it  should  be  lewfQi 
for  the  President  to  allow  to  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, or  Charg6  dee  Affures,  on  going 
from  the  tinited  States,  to  any  foreign  country, 
an  outfit,  which  sb^  in  no  case,  exceed  one 
year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or  Ohargi 
des  AfiTaires ;  bnt  no  Consul  shall  be  allowed 
on  ontfil,  in  any  ease  whatever,  any  usage  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The 
third  section  of  this  law  was  the  sacne,  verba- 
tim, with  the  seoond  of  tbe  law  of  ISOO. 

Up  to  tbii  timo,  the  q^wopriatioK  seta  bad 
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B  item,  tIz  ;  for  the  expensea  of  i  of  comment,  and,  u  thoM  of  the  foreign  IGn- 


foreign  intereonrse.  From  1810  to  1814,  there 
were  tno  items  of  appropriation,  ooe  for  tlie 
expensea  of  foreign  intercoarse,  and  one  for  tbe 
contingent  eipenBes  of  foreign  intereonrse. 
Ihe  first  of  these  eama  was  applied  to  pay  the 
Mlariea  of  the  Uiniiters,  Charge  dea  AfTures, 
and  Secretaries ;  the  second  wan  placed  entirely 
at  the  disoretioQ  of  the  Pregldest,  to  diEctiarge 
contingent  expenses  arising  trom  the  foreign 
interconrM,  as  he  should  thmk  Joat  and  eqnitii- 
ble. 

In  the  general  appropriation  act  of  1S14,  the 
item  which,  till  tnen,  had  been  expresBed  in 
general  terms,  ?or  the  expenses  of  foreign  in~ 
terooarse,  was  made  more  speciflo — "for  the 
ealariee,  allowances,  and  contingent  expenses, 
of  Uinisters  to  foreign  nations,  and  of  Becre- 
tariea  of  Legation ; "  after  which  was  added 
the  other  item,  for  the  eontingent  expenses  of 
intereonrse  tMtween  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations. 

In  April,  ISIB,  the  general  qipropriation  bill 
contained  one  item  for  the  salutes  of  Ministers 
at  the  several  foreign  oonrt^  specifled  hj 
name,  and  theirseTeral  Secretaries  of  Legation; 
an  Item  for  two  outfits  of  Ministers,  to  London 
and  St.  Petersborg ;  an  it«m  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  missions ;  an  Item  to  pro- 
Tiae  for  the  deficiencj  in  the  appropriation  of 
tbe  preceding  year;  and  the  nsnal  item  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intereonrse. 
Similar  specifications  have  heen  made  in  all  the 
annual  general  appropriation  hillsj  since  that 

From  this  view  of  the  legislation  of  tbe  snb- 
ject,  it  appears  that,  originaHy,  the  whole  fond 
for  foreign  intereonrse,  and,  since'  IBH,  the 
nms  appropriated  fbr  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intereonrse,  have  been  plaoed  en- 
tirely at  the  direction  of  the  President  And, 
forther,  that  a  settlement,  by  certificate,  with- 
ont  specification,  is  coeval  with  the  Gh>Tem- 
ment,  and  in  oonformity  both  with  nsage  and 
law. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  state- 
ments, not  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  better  tln- 
derstaoding  of  the  point,  in  the  resolution,  on 
which  it  bears,  hnt  also  in  order  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  BatisTHctory  answer  to  some  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  relative  to  the  acoounts  of  his 
compensation  and  allowances,  as  a  foreign 
Minuter.  This  is  a  enhject  on  which  I  enter 
with  mnch  relnotance ;  it  is  not,  perhaps,  of 
the  class  which  1  should  select  to  discuss  on 
this  fioor.  It  does  not  Iwlong,  strictly,  to  this 
debate ;  bnt  it  has  been  introduced,  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  with  strong  emphasis ;  and  to 
the  effect,  no  donbt,  of  giving  sanction  to  what 
is  said  more  at  large  on  the  same  topic  elsC' 
where.  This  is  an  Important  point :  for  the 
allegations  haTe  extended  not   merely    to  a 

chwige  of  extravagance,  bnt  of  illegality,  and '  our  foreign  Ministers,  reqnln  tbtm,  cnee 
even  frand.  |  quarter,  to  make  up  and  transmit  an  flcconntH 

High  salaries  are,  I  know,  a  popnlar  sahjict  i  the  Treasury.    This  wai  done  by  Mr,  Adtn; 


ist«rs  are,  with  a  single  exoeption,  tbe  bi^test 
paid  under  the  Government,  it  is  natonl  Out 
they  should  be  obnoxious  to  compltdnt  But, 
rir,  it  is  an  nndonbted  truth,  that,  high  ss  they 
may  be  thought,  ^reat  as  thur  aggregate  may 
seem,  for  the  service  of  a  long  series  of  yevs, 
thej  are  yet  too  small ;  and,  but  for  the  extra 
allowance  by  which  they  are  eked  oot,  wonld 
be  whoUy  inadequate  to  their  object.  It  is  not 
long  since  that  a  most  respectable  memtier  of 
Congress,  oppowd  to  the  AdministratioD,  ex- 
prewed  to  me  his  concnrrence  in  this  opinion, 
and  hia  willingneea  to  join  in  raiaing  them.  I 
speak  of  the  salaries  of  the  three  most  expen- 
sive missions — to  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Peteiv 
hnrg.  It  is  a  sufficient  confirmation  of  the 
truui  of  this  remark,  that  the  compensatioo  of 
foreign  Ministers  is  smaller,  by  one-fifth,  tbin 
it  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  then 
fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  pouDdi 
sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenses.  We 
are  told,  by  a  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Flotd,)  that  he  approved  the  Bepublicin  si~~ 


simplicity  was  kept  up,  for  about  eight  yean 
and  a  half|  at  an  aggregate  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  (money 
being  then  twice  as  valnable  aa  now,}  sod 
Chanoellor  Livingston,  as  I  am  informed,  dsring 
his  short  residence  at  Paris,  in  addition  to  hii 
allowance  from  the  Government,  sunk  an  estite 
of  one  hondred  thousand  dollars.  I  repeat  it 
sir,  that,  but  for  the  extra  allowanoce,  it  woon 
be  impoesible  for  our  Uinlstera,  at  the  courts  I 
tiave  named,  to  remain  and  support  themselves ; 
and  the  weight  of  necessary  expenditure  over 
the  utmost  allowance,  has,  to  many  of  them, 
proved  the  causeof  uttermin.  It  isnotnecea 
sary  that  I  should  specify  the  namea  of  the 
living  or  of  the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker:  The  allow- 
ances to  tbe  Pre^dent,  be  they  great  or  KnaH, 
were  the  acta  of  other  Adminisb^tions — of  tbe 
Administrations  of  Messrs.  Madis<«  and  Uco- 
roe.  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  in  establish- 
ing the  offices,  fixing  tbe  compensation,  (7  wd- 
iug  the  employment.  For  a  third  of  a  centmy 
passed  in  the  public  service,  he  never,  neither 
Limeelf,  nor  Lis  friends  for  him,  with  hii 
knowledge,  nor  without  his  knowledge,  that  I 
am  aware  of;  solicited  any  office.  The  compen- 
sations and  allowances  to  the  foreign  Miniitas 
bj  <■         ■  -    ■       •  ■  -  ■'- 

limitations  of  ai 
to  Mr.  Adams,  i 
predeceasors. 

Farther,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  td  do 
with  auditing  his  own  accounta,  or  conlroUiBg 
the  settlement  of  them ;  although  this  has  bsen 
sUeged,  out  of  doors,  and  intimiUed,  as  I  think, 

this  debate.     The  standing  instmctiODi  t" 


of*  Congress,  and  were  p«d 
they  had  been  paid  to  hit 
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and  in  all  hts  Boocmnts  there  was  but  one  Item 
vbioh  the  Mooonting  ofSoen  of  the  Treeaaiy 
declined  wttling  tbemwlvea.  That  one  item 
Tas  referred  to  th»  PreaidNiL  b;  Mr,  Adams, 
vhile  Secretar;  of  State ;  and,  c»i  IcKal  adviie- 
ment,  ordered  hjr  the  President  to  m  settled. 
To  this  I  shaU  preaentlj  recur.  With  this  ci- 
Mption,  Hr.  Adams  had  no  more  to  do  with 
the  settlement  of  his  aAconnU  than  yoa  bad, 
Hr.  Speaker.  He  could  have  no  more  to  do 
vith  it,  if  the  offioera  of  the  Treasurj  were 
bitbfal  to  tlieir  trust 

I  will  odd,  sir,  that,  taking  into  ConaiderBlJoii 
the  namber  of  years  paned  by  Ur.  Adams  in 
the  foreign  serrioe ;  the  natnre  of  his  appoint- 
meots ;  uie  varietj  and  importanoe  of  tiie  mi»- 
aioos  with  which  he  has  been  eutmsted,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  no  foreign  Minister  has  re- 
onred  less  than  he ;  while  manj  hare  received 
more,  For  the  foor  jean  and  eight  months, 
oonuoencing  in  181S,  when  the  first  qneatitm 
of  his  soooanta  ariaes,  and  ending  at  his  return, 
be  received,  in  all,  abont  tffi,000.  For  a  like 
tenn,  lir.  Monroe  received  $82,000;  for  one 
rear  and  eleven  months,  Ur.  Finite;  reotired 
fil,000. 

To  place  this  matter  in  a  dearer  light,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  enter  into  some  detail.  Id  Jolj, 
1809,  Mr.  Adams  received  his  appointment  as 
HinistAr  to  Russia,  with  the  osaal  salary  and 
outfit,  and  repaired  with  his  family,  to  Bt. 
Petersburg :  a  residence,  I  believe,  as  expen- 
nve  as  any  in  the  world.  No  exception,  as  I 
understand,  iatakentoany  thinginhtsacoonnta, 
till  the  eomtnenoement  of  the  missioD  for  the 
negotiation  of  peace  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  Tbia  mediotioa  was  of- 
fered in  the  fall  of  1613,  thron^b  the  agency  of 
Itr.  Adams  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  not  too  maoh 
to  Bsy,  that  it  was  mainly  owing  to  tbe  favor- 
able impression  of  the  American  character  con- 1 
oeived  by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  during  tbe  \ 
nisuon  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  offer  was  made.  I 
This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  American  Qot-  ! 
enunent,  and,  in  April,  181S,  a  oommtssion  was  j 
lent  to  Hr.  Adams,  Jointiy  with  Messrs.  Gal-  ! 
latin  and  Bayard,  to  negotiate  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  onder  the  proffered  mediation. 
The  Becretary  of  Stat*,  nnder  Mr.  Madison, 
(HI  informing  him  of  his  appointment,  in  oon- 
JQDction  with  the  other  gentlemen,  said,  "as 
yon  will  all  be  exposed  to  ooDsiderable  expense, 
an  outfit  has  been  allowed  to  each."  It  may 
here  be  observed,  that,  in  employin;^,  as 
one  of  tbe  three  n^otiators,  the  resident 
Minister  at  St.  Petersbni^,  a  saving  of  |S,000 
accnied  to  tbe  Government.  The  oatflt  al- 
luded to  waa  allowed  and  p(ud,  at  the  time, 
to  Mr.  Adaras. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  arrived  at  St 
Petersburg  in  Jnly,  1818.  The  Emperor  was 
absent  on  the  erentftd  campaign  agunst  the 
French ;  bat  the  oonferenoee  of  the  OiMnmis- 
sleners  were  opened  with  Oonnt  Bomanaoff, 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire.  Tbe  expenses  which 
the  outfit  waa  intended  to  cover,  inddentto 


the  arrival  of  a  new  mis»(m,  aotnally  accmed 
to  a  oonsiderable  extent,  and  were  incnrred  the 
more  freely  bj  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  very  reason 
that  he  had  been  allowed  and  paid  an  outfit  for 
that  purpose.  England,  however,  it  is  well 
known,  refused  to  accept  the  mediation  of  tho 
Emperor,  and  the  miasion  nnder  ic  closed,  by 
the  departure  of  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin, 
in  Jannary,  1814.  Mr.  Adams  was  then  left 
as  the  resident  Minister  at  St.  PeUrsburg. 

In  refbsing  to  ne^tiate  under  the  mediation 
of  Rus^  Great  Bntain  offered  to  treat  directly 
with  the  United  States,  at  Gottenbnrg  or  Lon- 
don, and  this  offer  was  accepted.  Mr.  Adama 
waa  appointed  in  Joint  commission  with  Messrs. 
Bay si^  Clay,  and  Rnssell,  to  whom  was  after- 
wu^  added  Mr.  Qallat^n,  to  negotiate  for 
peace  at  Gottenbnrg.  Mr.  A.  received  tbia 
commission  at  Bt.  Petersbuig,  in  April,  1814, 
with  tbe  iostnictions  to  repair  to  Gottenbnrg, 
His  commission  as  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg 
still  remained  in  force,  and  be  was  directed  to 
leave  Mr.  L.  Harris,  as  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  tbe  Legation  during  his  absence.  Of  his 
family,  he  had  with  bim  at  that  time,  at  St 
Petersbmg,  bis  wife,  in  verj  ill  health,  and  a 
Bon  under  seven  years  of  age.  In  travelling 
from  St  Petersburg  to  Gottenbnrg,  it  waa 
necessary  to  go  by  water  passage,  upon  the 
Gnlfs  of  Finland  sjid  Bolbnia,  or  by  crossing 
five  pasBu^es,  from  ten  to  fifty  miles  in  extent, 
over  the  Islands  of  the  latter  of  those  GuUe— 
which  passages,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  by 
the  breaking  np  of  the  ice,  were  rendered  im- 


extremely  d 

There  was  li'ttle  eipeotation,  in  aoy  wiartor, 
that  the  negotiation  would  be  sncoessfiu ;  and 
there  was  every  reason,  on  the  part  of  Mr, 

Adams,  to  i>elieve,  that,  after  a  short  absenoe, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  return  to  8t  Peters- 
burg. He  therefore  left  his  family  end  eataV 
lishment  there,  which  continued  at  nearly  the 
same  expense  as  before.  Taking  passage  br 
water  at  Revel,  in  the  first  vessel  wnicb  sailed, 


after  the  breaking  np  of  the  ice,  and  after  re- 
peated delay,  and  detention,  and  great  risk, 
from  the  same  oanse^  Mr.  Adams  arrived  at 
Stockholm  on  the  fiCth  c^  May.  He  there 
learned  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
Measre.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  (who  were  in  Lon- 
don) with  the  British  Government,  by  which 
the  seat  of  negotiation  had  been  transferred 
from  Gottenbnrg  to  Ghent,  in  Flanders.  An 
American  sloop  of  war  was  then  at  Gotten* 
bnrg,  having,  as  a  cartel,  conveyed  Messra. 
Clay  and  Russell  to  that  place.  It  was  ordered 
to  tiie  Texel,  there  to  await  the  farther  direc- 
tion of  the  American  Minlaters.  Mr.  Adama 
accordingly  proceeded  to  Gottenbnrg,  em- 
barked with  Mr.  Rassell  on  board  tbe  vessel, 
landed  from  her  at  the  Texel,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  laud  to  Ghent,  where  be  amved 
on  tbeS4thof  June.  SixmonChsfrom  thatd^, 
on  the  S4th  December,  1614,  tha  Treaty  of 
Peace  waa  ^gned. 
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For  this  mitnon  to  Gottenbarg  and  Ghent 
llr.  A.  never  (aa  hu  been  allied)  received 
either  ulsrr  or  oatflt  And  yet  it  was  a  mii- 
ilon  different  in  its  locality  and  the  expense  in- 
oident  to  it,  from  that  ander  the  mediation. 
The  oatfit  for  the  latter  was  not  intended  to 
cover,  and  ouold  not  oover,  the  extra  eipeoaes 
for  the  fortner.  Acoordlnglj,  UeMrs.  Gallatin 
and  Bayard,  each  of  whom  had  received  an 
ontBt  and  the  eipanae  of  their  ocHiTeyance  to 
BL  Petersbnrg,  on  the  minion  of  mediation, 
were  yet  allowed  all  their  travelling  eipensee 
from  St  Petersbni^  to  Ghent.  On  the  same 
prindple,  and  on  die  eetablished  preoedents  in 
tiie  caaeg  of  Ur.  Thomas  Pinokoay,  in  1T96,  and 
Kr.  Uonroe,  in  1B06,  who  were  allowed  all  the 
extra  expenses  of  their  mtaeion  to  Spain,  while 
they  retuned  their  commieuons  and  salariee  ae 
resident  Plenipotentiariea  in  London,  Mr.  A. 
retaining  his  ooinmiBsjon  at  Bt  Feterebai^, 
was  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  Hiais- 
ter  there,  the  neoesmry  eipenees  incident 
to  the  roiwion  extraordinary  to  Gottenbnrg 
and  Ghent.  The  reasonableness  of  the  allow- 
■Dce  to  them  was  never  doubted.  In  Mr,  Uoo- 
roe'i  case,  it  received  the  direct  sanction  of 
Congress,  not  two  years  ago.  It  conld  not  be 
more  qneetionable  in  the  case  of  Hr.  Adams. 
Those  gentlemen  had  to  provide  for  their  fami- 
lies in  their  absence ;  Mr.  Adams  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  his  at  Bt.  Petersburg,  with  a 
neoessary  continoonce  of  almost  all  the  ex- 
penses of  his  establishment  The  extra  expenses 
inonrred  were,  therefore,  fairly  charffeable 
npon  the  extra  servioe.  The  period  dariog 
which  this  service  oontinned,  inolading  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a  commercial  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  was  fifteen  months,  from  April, 
Se,  when  Mr.  A.  left  Bt.  Petersbni^,  to  Sd 
Jniy.  But  the  charges  made  by  him,  and  al- 
lowed to  htm,  were  confined  to  'Uie  period  from 
hts  departure  tnaa  St  Petersburg  to  the  time 
when  his  family  Joined  him  at  Paris,  aboat 
eleven  months. 

Mr.  Adams  had  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  on 
the  commission,  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  that^  in  the  event  of  the 
oonclusion  of  peace,  it  woa  the  intention  of 
Fremdent  Madison  to  nominate  him  aa  Minister 
to  London.     He  accordingly  rmaired  to  Paris, 


either  for  his  transfer,  or  his  recall  to  America. 
They  arrived  at  Paris,  Varch  30, 1S16.  On  the 
Ttb  of  May,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informing  him  of  his  app<^nt- 
ment  as  Uinister  to  London.  This  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  period  in  France  which  has  been 
ealled  the  Hundred  Days;  between  the  arrival 
of  Napolecm  from  Elba  and  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo. The  ordinary  commnnioationB  between 
EYanoe  and  England  were  interrupted;  and  the 
passage  of  Mr.  A.  and  his  family  to  the  latter 
eonolry  was  attended  with  diiBcnltr  and  delay. 
He  arrived  in  London  on  the  ISth  of  May,  1816, 


and  the  next  day  reodved  his  o 
credential  letters  to  England,  and  letter  of  re- 
call from  Bnsna, 

Aeoording  to  the  mie  adopted,  as  early  as  Ae 
Adminirtratioft  of  General  WasbiogtoD,  Ir.  A 
would  have  been  anthmiied  to  con^dct  Ui 
roisnoQ  a*  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Uw  Ite- 
uan  GovMoment  as  terminating  on  the  dq  c« 
which  he  received  his  letter  of  recslL  H* 
might,  also,  on  the  same  mle,  have  chsifid 
his  extra  expenses  to  the  aeeoont  of  the  joot 
oommisuon  for  nt^otiating  the  oommerrial  mi- 
vention  with  Great  Britain.  He,  howenr, 
considered  his  mission  to  8t  Peter^Mirg  ■ 
terminating  when  the  eipeoses  incident  U  it 
terminated,  viz;  the  aniral  of  his  bniUytf 
Paris,  and  regarded  the  special  missiDn  tor  ne- 
gotiating a  commercial  convention  as  msrpd 
In  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  to  Eoglni, 
for  which  he  received  a  fnll  outfit  Acm^iiig- 
ly,  from  the  80th  of  March,  1S15,  he  made  so 
charge,  and  received  no  allowaoces,  for  the  m- 
penses  of  a  special  mission.  His  enikagui 
received,  fur  tbelr  part,  in  the  service  of  iM|fr 
dating  the  commercial  convention  of  Jnly  I; 
leitS,  each  a  half  outfit  Mr.  A.  has  reNifid 
no  corresponding  allowanoe. 

In  this  way,  the  time  for  which  Mr.  Adsn 
was  allowed  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  ip*- 
cisl  misnon  to  Gottenbnrg  and  Ghent,  ia  n- 
dnoed  to  between  ten  and  deven  montks- 
aboDt  the  same  space  of  time  which  wu  eera- 
pied  by  the  qienial  mismon  to  Spain  of  Hr.  T. 
hnnkney,  in  1795.  and  Mr.  Mraroe,  in  180*-'». 
The  allowance  to  those  gentlemen  for  their  u> 
penses  was,  to  Mr.  Hnokney  aboat  nine  tlwt- 
sand  dollars,  and  to  Mr.  Monroe  npirsidarf 
eleven  thousand  dollars.  The  whole  amoat 
of  expenses  allowed  to  Mr.  Adams,  was  t(,tti 
— less  than  wu  ever  claimed  or  allowed  ia  My 
parallel  case^  nnoe  the  fbnndation  of  the  6«^ 
emment 

Sir,  there  were  other  topics  on  whicb  I 
nieant  to  have  touched,  but  I  have  eibiiutid 
the  little  strength  which  I  brought  into  tht 
House.  In  the  part  I  have  taken  in  thedims- 
sion,  I  have  acted  on  the  defensive.  1  own 
that  I  have  been  a  little  saiyrised,  that  it  bv 
even  been  made  a  qaestion,  whether  the  ii- 
ministration  was  assailed  or  not  Wly,  Bfi 
.there  has  not  been  a  day,  nor  an  hour,  siiM  '* 
was  formed,  that  it  has  not  been  assailed.  I  do 
not  now  complain  of  this — I  do  but  ststs  i» 
fact;  and  the  gentleman  fh>m  Feunajlnmi 
tells  us  now,  what  we  were  told  two  yean  i^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolins,  ttal 
the  Terr  existence  of  the  Administratioo  vsii 
political  felony ;  that  they  have  burst  nnls»- 
fully  into  the  ofiSces  of  State,  and  that  te 
would  no  more  make  terms  with  them,  that  ij 
no  more  "judge  them  by  their  acts,"  thsn™ 
the  robber,  who,  having  broken  into  his  pr«B- 
ises,  should  promise  to  behave  h[iiuetf  vw- 
One  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Mitobb^ 
says  they  are  already  too  mnch  worn  odI  to  H 
attacked ;  and  the  gentlemaii  from  TeuMM^ 
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(Mr.  Bill,)  that  thej  are  mo  down ;  uid  j«t 
W«  u«  aoonted  of  kindllitg  at  funded  chorni, 
and  briBtling  up  in  the  defence,  when  nobodj  nas 
«ttaekedn«i 

Sir,  Mch  an  oMaoIt,  in  mj  limited  aeqnaint- 
nee  with  the  history  of  the  oonntry,  I  liave  | 
nowhere  foond.  A  Chief  ICagiitrate,  of  more 
than  ordinarj  simplioity  of  li^  and  purity  of 
eharaoter,  is  denoanoed  at  one  moment  as  the 
indtator  of  oriental  pomp ;  and  at  the  next,  as 
the  proflisste  oormptor  of  the  yonth  of  the 
nation.  As  able,  faithful,  and  patriotio  a  Cab- 
inet M  any  ever  formed  rinoe  the  first  Adminia- 
tn^n  of  Washington,  and  abler  than  almost 
every  other  which  has  foUowed,  is  denonnoad 
•a  weak,  inefBoiect,  and  cormpt.  An  Admin- 
latradon,  which,  in  three  years,  has  applied 
thirty-three  millions  to  the  payment  of  the 

Eablie  debt,  and  expended  ten  or  twelve  more 
■  objects  of  pnblia  Dtilit}',  is  proclaimed  to  be 
profiue  and  extravagant.  An  Administration 
which  dame  into  power  avowedly  on  the  prin- 
oiple  of  seeking  ont  the  best  talents  of  the  na- 
tiiHi,  for  offlees  of  trust  and  honor,  and  which, 
if  it  has  erred,  has  erred  in  neglecting  its 
friends,  ia  charged  with  proscribing  and  perse- 
Onting  its  opponents.  And,  after  all  this  has 
been  repeated,  year  alter  year,  till,  in  its  effect, 
genttemen  flatter  themselves,  and  t«ll  ns  thai 
we  are  watted,  worn  ont,  and  run  down ;  and 
after  «aoh  and  every  one  of  these  topics,  and 
nnmerona  others,  have  been  tonched,  in  this 
very  debate,  we  are  then  told  to  keep  very  oool 
— nobody  has  attacked  ns. 

Bnt  I  am  willing,  for  one,  rir,  to  take  these 
declarations  of  eentJemen  aa  the  indication  of 
the  oonrse  whion  they  q>prove,  and  are  willing 
to  pnrsae.  It  is  time,  for  the  honor  of  the 
oonntry,  that  the  war  of  ezterrnination  shonid 
e«ase.  In  taring  waat«  the  characters  of  those 
irbo,  under  the  oonrtitntion  of  the  country,  are 
clothed  with  the  administration  of  its  affairs, 
-we  are  wasting  that  which  is  a  part  of  the 
most  valuable  treasnre  of  the  nation.  Above 
■11,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is  time  the  vehe- 
mence with  which,  within  these  walls,  the  war 
bos  b«en  waged  ag^nst  the  Administration, 
abonld  cease.  In  addition  to  its  neoessary  and 
UBavmdable  evils,  the  waste  of  time — the  sao- 
riflce  of  dignity — the  kbdiing  of  the  worst 
passions;  it  is  acoorapanied  with  the  still  great- 
er evil,  that  it  lends  a  kind  of  sanction  to  that 
ferocity  of  the  press,  which  has  already  reached 
tiia  pomt  at  which  many  of  the  most  valuable 
fiitisens  of  the  oommnnity  shrink  back  into  re- 
tirement, before  the  itorm  of  obloqny  that 
awaits  every  oae  who  appears  before  the  pub- 
lie.  Before  I  ut  down,  sir,  I  mast  ask  leave  to 
Bay,  that  if  every  member  had  spoken  in  the 
tone  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Hr. 
BsUi,)  I  ahonld  probably  not  have  troubled  the 
House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell  from 
him,  I  yielded  a  hearty  Bw«nt.  I  feel,  not  less 
Mrongly  than  he,  though  I  may  be  nnable  to 
express  it  with  that  manly  force  which  en- 
cbaiiwd  the  attention  of  the  Honae^  tlut  this 


warfare  is  ntali  teeen^li,  without  our  even  be- 
ing able  to  plead,  in  excuse,  that  the  bad  exam- 
ple sprang  from  a  good  one.  The  gentleman, 
with  a  liberality  which  I  oonld  not  but  admire, 
however  little  I  might  be  willing  to  sanction 
the  eonsciousnesa  of  political  strength  with 
which  he  spoke,  told  ns  that  the  Joy  of  the 
hnntsman  is  in  the  chase,  and  that  wbut  the 
game  is  run  down,  he  calls  off  the  pack,  and 
will  not  let  them  mangle  the  carcass.  The 
gentleman  cannot  expect  me  to  agree  with  him 
that  the  game  is  run  down,  bnt  lie  will  agree 
with  me,  that,  of  the  pack  which  sprang  at  the 
throats  of  this  Administration,  there  were  some, 
whose  fangs  were  already  fleshed  In  other 
gune.  And  is  the  law  of  the  chose  altered! 
Will  not  what  has  been,  again  bef  Believe 
me,  sir,  it  will ;  the  fate  of  ActieoD  is  no  fable 
here  :  and  scarcely  wilt  the  gentleman's  gallant 
huntsman — (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortnne 
shall  derate  him  above  the  lot  of  his  predeces- 
sors,) scarcely  will  he  hove  wound  his  hom  in 
trinmph,  when  he  will  And,  to  his  amazement, 
that  he  ia  the  gome,  and  some  of  those  who 
have  shored  in  the  trinmph  of  the  chase  will 
tnm  and  spring  npon  him. 

Die  fiigit  per  que  fuerat  loc*  SBpe  sseutna. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  my  allndon, 
as  I,  most  checrinlly,  accepted  his.  I  make  it 
not  inaidlooaly,  nor  with  the  sli^teet  shade  (tf 
personality ;  but  in  some  measure  in  considera- 
tion of  the  well-known  composition  of  the  two 
great  portiea,  ond  atlll  more  on  the  immntoble 
principles  of  onr  nature,  by  which  it  followa, 
of  stem  neeeanty,  that 

We  still  bave  Judgment  here,  that  we  bnt  teach 
Bloody  instructions,  which,  being  tanght,  relorn 
Topikgue  thcinveDtor:  Hits  eve»4uuided  Justice 
Commonda  the  Ingredients  of  our  poisoned  choUee 


Tool 


nUps. 


Hr,  Bandolph  then  rose,  and  said :  I  cannot 
make  the  promise  which  the  gentleman  who 
has  Jnst  taken  his  seat,  mode  at  the  ontset  of 
bis  address — bnt  I  will  make  a  promise  of  a 
different  natnre,  ond  one  which,  Itmst,  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say 
with  more  good  foith  than  the  gentleman  from 
Hanoohnsetts — but  more  to  the  letter— aye, 
sir,  and  more  to  the  spirit  too.  I  shall  not,  u 
the  genllemon  said  he  wonld  do,  act  in  mere 
self-defenoe.  I  shall  carry  the  war  into  Africa 
I  shall  not  be  content  wiUi  merely  parryin^^ 
no,  nr— if  I  am,  so  help  me  Ood,  I  will  tbmst 
also — because  my  right  arm  is  nerved  by  the 
canse  of  the  people  and  of  my  ooantiy.  I  lis- 
tened to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure— I  mean 
to  the  general  oonrse  of  his  remorks,  Bnt  for 
some  of  the  remorks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  ollusion  to  newspaper  publi- 
cations, I  shonid  hove  begun  in  ot  leoat  a*  low 
a  key  and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  he  did.  To 
that  key  I  will  now  pitch  my  voioe.  I  hove 
beeo  absent  from  the  Honae  tor  aeveral  daya. 
I  requested  my  ooUeagne  (Ur.  AixxuroiK)  to 
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state  the  c&qm  of  that  kbeeuoe,  which  ha  did. 
Tet  even  thii  could  not  bo  reported  corr«ctlf . 
Am  this  may  be  the  last  act  of  public  dutj 
which  I  shall  be  able  to  perform — at  least,  dar- 
ing the  pment  aeadoo — Mid  as  I  hare  (riven 
np  myself  a  sacrifice  to  its  performance,  I  re- 
spectftillj  aak  the  House  to  give  their  attention 
to  what  1  have  now  to  saj.  I  Dnderstand  that, 
during  m^  absence,  I  have  been  replied  to  bj 
vorioaa  gentlemen,  (some  of  whom  I  have  not 
the  honor  to  know  by  person,)  on  different 
aides  of  the  Bonie,  in  a  manner  which  I  do  not 
donbt  was  perfectly  satisfactory — at  least,  to 
the  speakers  themMlves.  I  certainly  do  not 
wish  to  distarb  their  self-oomplacency,  de  mini- 
mi*  ncn  curat,  whether  of  persons  or  of  things. 
The  geoUeman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  V*iio»,)  with 
that  hlnnt  pUinnese  and  candor  which,  I  am 
told,  belongs  to  him,  and  which  I  admire  in 

Sroportion  as  they  are  rare  qnslities  in  these 
ays — I  like  him  the  better  for  his  snrLy  hon- 
esty— I  hope  be  will  take  no  offence  at  the  term, 
for  I  can  aasnre  him  that  none  is  intended — 
charged  me,  in  my  absence,  (so  my  friends  have 
informed  me,)  with  what  I  believe  he  wonld 
not  hesitate  to  have  charged  to  my  face,  and  to 
which  I  have  no  oljection,  except  to  the  an- 
tfaortty  on  which  he  relied ;  but  I  protest 
B^Dst  any  gentleman'a  prodncing,  as  proof  of 
i^at  I  have,  at  any  time,  said,  a  newspaper,  or 
any  thing  pnrporting  to  be  a  Begister  of  De- 
bates, unless  I  endorse  it,  and  more  porticnlar- 
ly  remarks  drawn  from  the  debates  of  another 
body,  which,  in  rej^ard  to  me,  are  particnlarly 
nnfaithfl:!.  I  shall  show  to  the  House,  not 
anch  matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Uassachu- 


ter  of  recent  notoriety :  that  will  lest  the  cor- 
rectness of  these  reports.  In  the  debate  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  fi-om  Bonth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Hamilton,)  respecting  a  picture  of 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  I  did  stete,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  I  oonld  articulate,  that  I  had  seen  a 
monnment  erected  to  &a  memory  of  Andre, 
the  British  Spy,  in  Westminster  Abbey ;  that 
it  was  mutilated— the  head  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  arm  Q^tbink)  of  Andre,  having 
been  broken  off.  The  General's,  most  proba- 
bly, by  some  Tory  boy  from  the  neighboring 
scliool  of  Westminster,  and  that  of  Andre, 
probably,  by  some  Whig  boy,  in  retaliation. 
The  name  of  Hamilton  did  not  escape  my  lips. 
I  thonght,  indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  was  of  a 
living  Hamilton — the  gentleman  tVom  South 
OaroTina — but,  then,  parliamentary  naage  does 
not  permit  ns  to  speak  of  one  another  by  name. 
Now,  sir,  I  can  show  yon,  on  the  same  author- 
ity which  was  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  itora 
Ohio — though  I  acknowledge  that  the  reports 
of  that  paper,  so  far,  at  least,  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, have  generally  been  more  aecnrate  this 
year,  tWt  I  have  for  a  long  time  known  them 
to  be  before — that  I  am  represented  as  saying, 
that  the  monnmenU  in  Westminster  Abbey 
were  mutilated  in   the  some  manner  as  tlie 


tombs  of  Hamilton  and  Washington  had  bsen 
mutilated  here.  The  word  temb  never  ewaped 
my  lipa  on  tbat  occasion.  Sir,  tlus  would  have 
been  a  palpable  falsehood.  Where  is  the  tomb 
of  Washington )  There  is  no  sDch  thing  in 
this  eoontry,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  a  loab 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  HamiltMi; 
but  I  BDppose  that  the  next  thing  we  shall  heir 
will  be,  that  the  Qnarterly,  or  some  other  Re- 
view,  comes  oat,  and  otraerves  with  a  sneo, 
that,  as  Boger  Sherman  said  the  vote  wu  tb( 
monnment,  so  a  gentleman  from  Vir^ia  had, 
by  a  speech  in  Congress,  built  np  a  tomb  ta 
Washington — a  "  constructive  "  tomb,  tbat  ex- 
isted nowhere  but  in  his  eccentric  imagioatioa. 
Sir,  the  tombs  of  Washington  and  of  HamillOl 
might  stand  anywhere  in  this  country  unen- 
closed— they  migbt  indeed  be  liable  to  iqjnry 
from  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  traia  same  in- 
vidiona  foreigner,  but  the  hand  of  no  Amnicn 
would  ever  mutilate  them.  £ir,  in  the  ccnni 
of  another  debate,  it  seems  thst  I  rendered  to  i 
gentleman  from  New  York  (ilr.  Stokbs)  Sw 
homage  which  his  abilities  deserved — and  God 
forbid  that  the  time  should  ever  arrive  wheel 
refuse  to  do  justice  to  an  adversary — wb«o  I 
shall  disparage  any  merit,  beoanse  it  is  foond 
in  the  person  of  an  opponent.  When  thri 
time  shall  arrive,  may  1  never  receive  meny 
ftom  that  fountain  of  it  to  which  alone  we  iB 
must  look,  if  we  hope  for  forgivenes  heresfto'. 
I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him,  {H-onoonce  i 
pallnodia,  neither  am  I  now  going  to  pronounces 

?alinodia  in  respect  to  the  gentieman  from  'Sew 
'ork.  I  shall  not  take  back  one  jot  of  pruH 
bestowed  upon  him.  With  whatever  viewi  be 
introduced  it,  the  doctrine  has  always  beoi 
mine — the  strict  subordination  of  the  miliUrT 
to  the  civil  autiiority — scriptnre  is  scriptnre, 
by  whom,  or  for  whatever  purpose  it  maybe 
quoted.  I  know  nothing  of  the  private  haUtt 
of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Stobbo,)  but  I  know 
that  he  has  too  mnch  good  taste  not  to  sgne 
wiUt  me,  that  time  may  be  much  better  fpoit 
than  in  reading  the  DocnmenU  piled  up  bers. 
Yet,  in  the  report  of  tbat  debate,  I  was  repre- 
sented as  saying,  that,  like  the  gentleman  frcn 
New  York,  I  did  not — what  I  pronomice  i 
palkiodia  I  No,  sir,  not  at  all— but,  that,  la* 
nim,  I  did  not  read  the  Documents.  Sir,  no- 
body reads  the  Boouments,  fbr  this  pldn  na- 
son,  that  no  man  can  read  them — and  if  he 
could,  he  conld  hardly  be  worse  employei 
Sir,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Docnmeati  on 
printed  that  tliey  may  be  printed,  not  Hut 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  sir,  comes  another  charge,  sbait 
the  miserable  oppressed  inhabitants  of  IreUni 
This  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  me,  by  do 
gentleman  on  the  other  side,  except  a  membtf 
from  Maryland — from  the  eastern  shore  rf 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Ebhb,)  who  is,  not  only  by  tbi 
courtesy  of  this  House,  but  is  in  fact,  a  gentle- 
man. He,  in  Committee  on  the  Bules  ud 
Orders  of  the  House,  expressed  U  me  hit  (*- 
tonishment  that  what  I  said  on  tbat  oocs^ 
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oonld  b&Te  beoa  bo  mnch  miranderBtood  mi 
miirapreeeated — that  he  heard  me  most  dis- 
tinctlj.  I  noir  call  on  aaj  member  who  oq- 
dentood  me  differentlf ,  at  the  time,  to  rise  id 
hia  place  and  mj  ao.  JHere  Mr.  R.  paneed  for 
replj.  None  being  given,  and  »ome  friends 
having  iwd  aeroai  the  tests,  that  no  member 
eoald  or  wonld  saj,  that  he  had  anderotood 
Ur.  B.  aa  he  had  been  miarepresented,  Mr.  R. 
■went  on.]  Without  meaniog  to  plead  to— that 
is.  wtthont  meaning  to  admit  the  Jarisdietion 
Of  the  preas,  in  the  estent  which  it  arrogates 
to  itself  J  am  porfectlj  sensible  that  no  man  is 
above  pnblie  opinion.  Qod  forbid  that  snj 
man  in  thla  comitiy  shall  ever  be  able  to  brave 
U — and  I  regret  that  an;  one  should  liave  sup- 
posed me  o^>able  of  ntteriug  snch  seDtiments. 
80  far  from  it,  I  have  been  the  steady,  firm, 
ooDsbmt,  and  strenuous  advocate,  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  ability,  of  the  oppressed  people  of 
Ireland.  And  why  t  For  the  reason  1  stated 
on  a  former  occasion.  They  fought  our  bat- 
tle^ sir.  I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of 
them.  Some  of  them  have  been — they  are 
dead;  andotbers  are  living, amongmy  warmest 
fiiends  and  best  neiEbbora.  In  the  course  of  a 
notoneventfiil  life,! bareseenmany  thinK&bnt 
I  have  yet  to  see  that  rara  avit  in  Urrii — I  have 
■eeu  a  black  swan — an  Irish  Tory.  I  have 
Imowu  tones  of  every  description.  Yes,  sir, 
and  some  even  in  Virginia — even  we  had  a  few 
of  them  during  the  revolution,  but  too  few  to 
give  us  any  trouble  or  alarm — bat  I  never  have 
yet  seen  an  Iriah  Tory,  or  the  man  who  had 
Men  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I 
dont  read  gentlemen's  speeches,  and  tneu  come 
here  to  answer  them.  But  1  am  extremely 
pleased,  nay,  flattered,  in  the  highest  degree,  at 
being  .told  by  my  friends,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  attributed,  in  his  speech,  so  mnch  to 
my  efforts  in  bringing  the  Administration  to  its 
present  lank  and  lean  condition.  The  gentle- 
tnan  could  not  have  pleased  me  liettei^— I  only 
fear  that,  with  all  his  blnntneaa  and  frankness, 
the  genUeman  was  not  quite  sincere,  and  was 
only  adorning  me  with  fiUets  and  garlands,  like 
the  priests  of  the  sacrifice  of  yore,  prevlons  to 
knocking  me,  and  with  me,  the  party  whom  he 
strives  to  wound,  through  my  sides,  on  the 
heitd.  He  was  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  bead, 
of  what  has  been  denominated  the  Opporition 
party  in  this  House ;  but  at  its  head,  or  that  of 
any  other  party  tn  this  House,  he  will  never 
find  me,  for  reasons  which  I  oonld  state,  but 
which  are  wholly  unnecessary.  Times  are  in- 
deed changed  with  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  when  they  hold  this  language  concern- 
ing me.  But  a  little  while  ago,  and  the  friends 
of  the  Administration,  nay,  the  members  of 
the  Administratjon,  affected  to  consider  me  as 
one  of  their  firmest  props.  They  oonld  not, 
indeed,  vote  for  me — they  were  men  too  nice 
in  their  principle  for  that :  but,  oonfddering  the 
great  benefit  which  they  derived  from  my  op- 
pontloD,  they  oould  not  (ezoept  for  the  honor 
of  tba  wmatrj)  regret  mj  re-eledlon.    Anda- 


ble  and  ezoellent  men  I  But  they  now  ring  to 
a  very  different  gamnt  If  any  gentleman  will 
bring  against  me  any  allegation,  from  a  clean 
and  respectsble  source,  I  will  do  one  of  two 
things — I  will  either  deny  it,  or  admit  it,  and 
defend  it  upon  my  views  aad-principles.  Sir, 
it  seems  I  committed  a  great  offence  in  not  vot- 
ing for  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into 
the  Union,  and  especially  of  Ohio.  Yet,  rfr,  if 
the  thing  were  to  do  over  again,  I  should  act 
precisely  !n  the  same  manner,  and  past  experi- 
ence would  teach  me  I  was  right.  What  were 
the  new  States !  Vast  deserts  of  woods,  in- 
habited by  the  aborigines,  to  whom,  if  we 
come  to  the  qnestioa  of  right,  they  did  of  right 
belong ;  and  it  was  a  question  whether  sound 
policy  would  dictate  that  we  ought,  by  crea- 
ting these  States,  to  encourage  sparse  settle- 
ments, and  thereby  to  weaken  our  fhtntier.  I 
thought  this  was  bad  policy.  Not  that  I  am  in 
fovoT  of  a  very  dense  popuation.  I  am  agunst 
the  rabble  of  yonr  sreat  cities,  but  I  am  equal- 
ly opposed  to  havuLR  a  land  without  inhab- 
itants. But,  sir,  I  had  other  reasons — ffntnora 
martent — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with 
all  his  laudable  pr^udlce  and  partiality  towards 
his  own  State,  tnink  that  T,  as  a  Virginian,  feel- 
ing at  least  eqnal  prejudice  and  partiality  to 
my  native  land  with  that  which  he  feels  for 
his  State,  would  lend  my  sanction  to  an  act  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  which  beggars  every  in- 
stance of  fatuity  and  folly  extant  in  the  hlstoiy 
of  nations  ?  Why,  sir,  the  knight  of  La  Man* 
cha  himself,  or  poor  old  Lear  in  the  play,  never 
was  guilty  of  a  grosser  act  of  fatuity  than  was 
the  State  of  Yirginia,  when  she  committed  that 
suicidal  dood — the  surrendering  of  her  immense 
territory  beyond  the  River  Ohio,  upon  the  ez- 

Sress  condition  of  excluding  her  owu  oitizena 
xim  its  benefit,  when  the  oountry  (yielded  for 
the  common  good  of  the  Confederacy)  should 
come  to  be  settled.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  an  act  of 
suicide — of  'political  suicide — the  effects  <tf 
which  she  hu  felt,  and  will  oontinne  to  feel,  so 
long  as  she  has  any  political  existence  at  all. 
Sir,  this  was  one  of  those  amiable  and  philan- 
thropio  acta  of  le^alation,  which,  however 
good  in  point  of  intention,  lead  to  the  moat 
disastrous  and  ruinous  conMquencee.  Can  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  conceive  that  I,  a  Vir- 
ginian, could  ftirther  this  cut-throat  policy! 
Sir,  I  thought  the  Ohio  a  well-deSued  natural 
boundary,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  weaken  by 
extendins  our  frontier.  The  late  war  verified 
my  fore^ht  Whom  hove  I  injured?  The 
native  savages  and  the  trees,  or  the  States  that 
have  been  druned  of  their  population  to  SO. 
out  Ohio  t  Sir,  I  offered  no  wrong  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio :  for  there  were  then  none  to  in- 
jure. They  have  gone  there,  or  have  been 
DOm  since.  Sir,  thu  was  the  "  head  and  fhrnt 
of  my  oflbnding,"  and,  if  the  gentleman  has 
his  apparatus  ready,  I  am  prepared  to  nndergo 
any  form  of  execution  which  hla  humanity  inQ 
allow  him  to  infilot,  or  whidi  even  Ua  JustiM 
m«7  award. 
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The  geaOvtata  from  Uaagachacetti  oannot 
expect  ux»t  I  ihall  follow  him  throogh  his  elab- 
orate detui  of  the  diplomatio  expenses  of  this 
Qovarament.  The  Eoote,  however,  will  per- 
mit me  to  obeerre,  that  there  wu  a  hiatus — 
taldt  d^lmdii*,  I  do  not  doubt,  bat  oertwnlj 
not  deeply  lameotod  by  me— ii  biatiu  wbi<^ 
embraces  the  whole  period  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  am  not  going  into  the 
question  of  these  expenses ;  I  will  stii  no  inch 
matter.  Demands  which  have  dogged  the 
doon  of  the  Treasnrj  so  long  and  so  persever- 
ingly  as  that  thej  have  been  at  length  allowed, 
some  from  motives  of  policy,  others  to  get  rid 
of  importnnate  and  stnrd;  ben;arg — altbongh 
they  were  disallowed  ander  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administratton.  Bat,  sir,  if  every  clum  that 
gets  through  this  Honse,  or  is  allowed  by  this 
Government,  after  years  of  importnnity,  (some 
of  them  of  thirty  years'  standing,)  is  for  that 
reason  considered  by  the  gentleman  as  a  Jnst 
claim,  and  fit  to  he  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notjons  of  Jnstjce,  and  of  sonnd  precedent,  dif- 
fer greatly  from  his.  I,  too,  mr,  am  as  much 
oppoaad  as  he  can  be  to  what  is  traly  called 
the  prodigabty  of  parsimony.  The  gentleman 
things  the  salaries  of  onr  foreign  Ministers  are 
too  low,  and  therefore,  that  they  most  be  eked 
oot  by  these  sJlowasces  from  the  contingent 
fiind — got  of  what  is  called  the  secret  service 
money.  The  gentleman  is  right  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  SQch  a  fund.  It  was  appointed,  and 
perhaps  properly,  for  Washington  was  to  be 
the  first  who  was  charged  witli  its  disbarse- 
ment.  Bat,  sir,  onr  early  JE^sidents  always 
made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  retam  this  Atsd 
nutonched.  They  said  to  the  nation.  Yon 
trosted  me  with  yonr  purse,  I  have  had  no  oc- 
casion to  use  it,  here  it  is ;  count  the  money ; 
there  b  as  much  by  tale  and  as  much  by 
wught,  as  I  received  from  yon — but  was  it 
ever  dreamt,  that  such  a  fnnd  was  to  be  pnt 
into  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of  re- 
warding his  favorites!  No,  sir;  it  was  to  pay 
those  waiters  and  chambermfuda,  and  eves- 
droppers,  and  parasites,  and  panders,  that  the 
gentlenun  told  ns  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water — and'there  it  might  be  all  very  right 
and  proper — bnt  not  here,  sir,  because  we  uat^ 
ter  ourselves,  that  the  state  of  morals  in  this 
country  is  such  as  to  save  ns  from  any  snch  ne- 
cesuty.  No  gentleman  would  aoderstand  him 
OB  Speaking  of  the  Bnms  which  had  been  placed 
at  uie  dispovl  of  different  Presidents,  to  a  vast 
amount,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  &e. ;  bat  of  that  amoont 
•et  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  secret  ser- 
vice money.  Mr,  Jefferson  used  a  small  por- 
tion of  this  fund  one  year,  to  pay  aame  expense 
in  relation  to  Burr's  conspiracy,  which  was 
not  allowed  at  the  Treasury.  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  old  billiard  table,  which  is  sud  to  have 
cost  some  fifty  dollars,  it  is  a  subject  I  should 
never  have  mentioned.  I  consider  that  game 
>a  a  healthy,  manly,  rational  mode  of  ezeroiM, 


when  the  weather  is  Huch  is  to  oonfiM  ■ 
within  doors.  I  shall  certainly  never  jmn  ii 
any  cant  or  clamor  against  it.  I  loi^  npon  it 
as  a  suitable  piece  of  furniture  in  the  boeMsf 
any  gentleman  who  can  afford  it,  when  it  is 
allowed  by  law,  as  it  is  here  and  thrDDgbnt 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  I  ahonld  be  tanj 
if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  ind  inns- 
cent  amnsement.  If  I  have  any  ot^ection  te 
that  Item,  it  is  that  such  a  pitiitl  article  AoM 
have  been  bought.  I  would  have  giien  liin 
one  that  cost  five  hundred  dollars,  and  1  vosll 
have  voted  the  appropriation  with  cheufiil- 
nees.  My  objection  to  such  a  charge,  is,  lint 
it  is  a  shabby  affair,  and  looks  too  much  likei 
sneaking  attempt  to  propitiate,  by  the  cb^ 
ness  of  the  thing,  popular  displeasiiT&  Ine 
attempt  to  keep  uie  thing  ont  of  sight,  aij 
makes  the  matter  still  worse.  I  do  not  dii^ 
the  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina  with  uj 
snch  intention,  but  this  seema  to  me  to  be  tm 
small  a  matter.  I  would  strike  at  higher  ganA 
The  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts  ssyi  tlut 
Franklin  received  a  higher  compensation  thn 
Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministers  of  these  liDM. 
He  did,  sir;  and  what  was  the  answer  whkb 
that  shrewd  and  sensible  man  gave  (for  pMt 
Richard  had  always  an  eye  to  the  main  chum) 
when  his  accounts  were  scrutinized  iote^  ud 
his  receipts  were  deemed  exorbitant)  ItTis 
this,  sir;  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  oi  Ihit 
treaideth  out  the  corn.  The  very  answer,  or, 
that  I  myself  gave  in  Morrison's  Hotel,  in  Dab- 
lin,  to  a  squireen  and  an  agent.  For  a  imaif- 
tion  of  these  varieties  of  the  plagues  of  In- 
land, see  Miss  Edgeworth — delightfiil,  ingtnioia, 
oharTBing,  senMblBj  witty,  inimitable,  tboi# 
not  nnimitated,  Miss  Edgeworth.  "Whta  w- 
scribing  the  misery  of  the  south  and  west  et 
Ireland,  that  I  had  lately  travelled  over,  I  wu 
asked,  And  what  would  you  do,  pray,  sir,  (or 
the  relief  of  Ireland  f  with  an  air  that  um 
but  Miss  Edgeworth  can  describe,  and  thst  no 
one  that  has  not  been  in  Ireland  can  cononra 
My  reply  was,  I  would  unmuzzle  the  ox  Ibtf 
treadeth  out  the  com ;  and  I  had  like  to  hare 
got  myself  into  a  sad  scrape  by  it,  as  any  m 
who  has  been  in  Ireland  wiU  readily  undw- 
stand.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  give  to  tbe 
houseless,  naked,  sliivering,  half-starved  Iridi 
laborer,  something  like  a  fair  portion  oftb* 
product  of  his  toil,  of  the  produce  of  the  Isad 
on  which  he  breathes,  but  does  not  live,  to  wt 
victaals  into  his  stomach,  clothes  u^  lii> 
back,  and  something  lite  a  house  over  bis  b«*il, 
instead  of  tlie  wretched  pig-sty,  that  is  noir  his 
only  habitation — shelter  it  is  none ;  and  tUi 
was  lust  the  last  remedy  that  an  Irish  sgrat  c 
middle  man,  or  tytlie-proctor,  or  absenlet^ 
would  preecribe  or  submit  to. 
"  It,  sir,  to  return.  "  These  salaries  tn  toe 
L"  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentlemia 
There  is  one  touchstone  of  such  a  ijnestioti— it 
b  the  avidity  with  which  thoee  aituationt  in 
lught — I  will  not  say  by  mnnbeis  of  lU( 
onae— we  an  hardly  deemed  (tf  nfioiit 
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nnlc  to  fill  them.  Sir,  so  long  u  these  foreign 
minioiu  are  aooght  with  avidity — so  long  as 
members  of  Congress,  and  not  of  this  Boase 
only,  or  chieSj,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  aod 
daok,  and  fhwn,  and  get  ont  of  tbo  waj  at  a 
[onohiiig  rote,  or  lead  a  helping  liand  at  a 
pinohing  role,  to  obtun  these  places,  I  never 
viU  oonaent  to  enlarge  the  talutj  attached  to 
them.  Small  aa  the  gentlwiaii  tells  us  these 
■alariea  are,  I  will  take  it  on  me  to  taj,  that 
tbey  are  three  timeB  aa  great  aa  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  his  eatate,  made  b;  anj  planter  on  the 
Boanobe.  Bat,  tiien,  we  are  told  that  they 
Hre  at  Bt.  Fotenbnrg  and  Loudon,  and  that 
living  there  is  very  expensive.  Well,  sir,  who 
aent  them  there  t  Who  preased  them  to  go 
there  t  Were  they  impreeeed,  sirt  Were  they 
taken  by  a  press  gang,  on  Tower  Hill,  knocked 
down,  handcnffed,  chocked  on  board  of  a  ten- 
der, and  told  that  they  moat  take  the  pay  and 
rations  which  his  H^eaty  was  pleased  to  albw  t 
No  saoh  thing,  «r.  I  will  now  qait  this  sub- 
ject, and  say  only  thia,  that  oar  Minister  (Hr. 
AsAMa)  was  paid  for  a  oonstmotive  Journey — 
that,  I  think,  is  the  phrase— which  means  nei- 
ther more  nor  lets  Uian  a  Jonmey  which  was 
never  performed. 

Sere  Ur.  Everbtt  made  a  geatnre  of  dissent.] 
e  gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Sir,  we 
■hall  see  more  of  this  hereafter,  bnt  I  will  rea- 
•on  only  bypothetlc^y.  If  the  gentleman  in 
qnestion,  white  he  remained  at  Bt  Peters- 
bnrg,  coold  make  the  jouroef  impnted  to  bim, 
it  beats  the  famous  Joomey  from  Hezioo  to 
Tacnbaya,  as  far  as  some  distance,  however 
amall,  exceeds  no  distance  whatever.  Sir,  if  a 
gendeman  from  Washington  goea  to  Oeorge- 
town,  or  to  Alexandria,  yea,  sir,  or  to  Bladens- 
bnrg,  I  wiU  acknowledge  that  he  performs,  at 
least  in  some  sense,  a  sort  of  Joomey.  Bnt  not 
if  he  remuns  in  this  city,  and  never  atirs  ont 
of  iL  However,  I  wiU  not  now  press  this 
nutter  farther— others  will  do  more  Jostioe  to 
it — dt  miaiini*  tum  curat. 

Faulo  m^ora  eansmoL 
There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down 
while  the  gentlemsji  was  speaking,  and  which 
I  cannot  pass  by.  Who  that  genileoian  was, 
deecribed  by  the  gentleman  from  Uasaachnaetts, 
who  proposed  to  bim  that,  if  he  would  move 
to  raise  theee  salaries,  that  gentleman  would 
Join  with  him  and  snpport  bim,  I  cannot  con- 
jectare  or  divine.  Be  he  who  he  may,  I  will 
Tentnre  to  say  this  mnoh.  He  is  some  gentle- 
mao  who  expects  to  be  sent  npon  some  mis- 
don  hinuel^  and,  with  great  forecast  and  pm- 
dence,  he  was  calculating  to  throw  npon  the 
present  Adininistration,  beforehand,  tdl  the 
odiom  of  the  increase  of  the  salary  which  he 
hoped  to  Qnger.  I  am  disposed  to  be  more  Inst 
to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  Administration, 
becanse  X  believe  that  he  will  get  full  as  mnch 
as  he  may  deserve,  and  they  ^ve  fall  as  much 
weight  as  titer  con  carry,  witboot  adding  to 
it  another  featner. 


The  gentleman,  with  mnch   gravity,  with 
some  dexterity,  snd  with  great  plausibility,  bot 

r'nst  certain  principles  whicb  I  have  held  iti 
Hoase,  ab  ow,  and  which  I  shall  continoe 
to  hold,  luque  ad  mala,  till  I  leave  the  feast, 
•poke  of  the.  headlong  commenoement  of  the 
Oppoution,  before  the  AdminiBtration  conld 
give  reasonable  canse  of  discontent.  Sir,  I 
have  now  no  palinodia  to  sing  or  to  chant 
npon  that  sabjeeL  I  drew  my  conclosiona 
f^om  that  foontain  which  never  failed  an  ob- 
serving and  a  sagacions  man,  and  which,  even 
the  simple  and  inexperienced  (and  I  among  the 
rest)  may  drink  at — it  is  nature  and  hnman  life. 
1  saw  distinctly,  from  the  beginning,  that,  if 
we  permitted  this  Administration — if  we  lis- 
tened to  those  who  cried  to  ns,  "  Wut,  wait, 
thera  is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  sir,  there 
always  is  a  lion  in  the  path,  to  the  sluggard, 
and  to  the  dastard,)  and  whicb  cry  was  seowid- 
ed,  no  donht,  by  many  who  wished  to  know 
how  the  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port- 
on  which  side  victory  would  incline,  before 
they  Boanded  their  horn  of  trinmph — if  we  had 
thus  waited,  sir,  the  sitaation  of  the  conntir 
wonld  have  been  very  different  from  what  ft 
is  now.  Sir,  there  was  a  great  race  to  b«  ran 
— if  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  illustration 
from  a  sport  to  which  I  have  been  mnoh  ad- 
dicted— one  in  whicb  all  the  gentlemen  in  Vir- 
S'nia,  when  we  had  gentlemen  in  Virginia,  de- 
jhted,  and  of  whi^  I  am  yet  very  fond — I 
mean  from  the  tnrf^-and  it  mnst  be  lost,  cv 
won,  aa  the  greatest  race  in  the  country  was 
won — I  mean  the  race  on  Long  Island,  which  I 
saw,  and  that  was  by  running  every  inch  of 
tha  ground — by  going  off  at  score — by  follow- 
ing the  policy  of  Pnrdy.  Pnrdy,  tar,  waa  a 
man  of  sound  sense,  and  practical  knowledge— 
a  man  of  common  sense,  I  mean,  and  worth  « 
thousand  of  your  old  and  practised  statesmen, 
and  "  premature  "  gentlemen,  who  never  arrive 
at  maturity — and  who,  meaning  to  side  witli 
the  next  Administration  in  case  of  our  soccesa, 
were  nevertheless  resolved  to  get  all  thej 
could,  in  the  mean  time,  out  of  this.  Sir  to 
one  of  these  trimming  gentry,  it  is  worse  tnan 
death  to  force  him  to  take  sides  before  a  clear 
indication  of  victory,  and  bence  the  cry  of  iU 
being  "  premature  "  to  stir  the  question  of  the 
next  Presidential  election.  Bir,  if  we  had  set 
off  one  session  later,  we  should  not  have  had 
ground  enough  left  to  ran  npon,  to  orertak^ 
and  pass,  and  beat  them,  before  Uiey  would 
have  paued  the  winning  post,  and  pocketed 
the  stakes.  Snob  would  hare  been  the  effect, 
if  we  had  delayed  oar  push,  and  I  know  no 
one  that  would  have  enjoyed  the  result,  and 
chuckled  at  our  folly  with  more  hearty  ^le^ 
than  one  of  these  same  old  and  practised 
statoamen.  [Here  something  was  said  which 
our  reporter  did  not  bear,  and  to  which  Hr. 
EvEBBTT  was  understood  to  reply,  that  he  had 
not  stated  it  as  his  sentiment,  but  as  a  fact.]  I 
be^  the  gentleman's  pardon ;  I  never  was  mia- 
repreeented  by  him,  I  never  will  u 
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hiDD,  onleM  I  minmderstand  him.  Bnt  I  won- 
der it  Dever  oocnrred  to  the  gentleman  from 
UassachuMttfi  what  could  be  the  ctaae  why 
■ach  B  hue  ftnd  or;  ahonld  be  raised  sgUDit  an 
Administration  so  veij  able,  (permit  me  in 
this,  however,  to  differ  tixtm  the  Rentlemen,  d4 
fftittiiv*  vcn  €*tS  what,  I  say,  conid  have  been 
the  eaiue  whj  AotsMm  and  all  his  hounds,  or, 
rather,  wh;  the  dogs  of  war  were  let  slip 
against  this  wise,  and  able,  and  Tirtnoas,  and 
lOTiflg  Admiuisb-ation ;  theee  patterns  of  pollti- 
ol  friendship  and  ooiiBist«nc; ;  and  have  con- 
tinned-to  pnrsne  them,  till  they  lie  planting  and 
gasping  for  breath  on  the  highway — until  they 
realize  the  beantiful  fable  of  tiie  hare  and 
muiy  friffOds.  The  canse  of  all  this  is  to  be 
foond  in  the  manner  In  which  they  cams  into 
power — the  cause  of  this  "premature"  oppo- 
■itiOD  lies  there,  and  there  mainly.  I  would 
defy  all  the  pnblio  presses  in  the  world  to  have 
brought  tjiem  to  tJiis  pass,  had  there  not  been 
a  taint  of  original  sin  in  their  body  politic,  and 
which  cleaves  to  them  even  as  the  sin  of  our 
first  parents  tainta  our  fallen  nature,  and  cteav- 
«tli  to  US  alL  The  gentleman  refers  to  those 
who  compose  the  party  called  the  Oppontion, 
and  says,  it  is  formed  of  very  discordant  mate- 
rials. Tme,  air ;  but  what  are  the  materials  of 
the  party  which  apholds  the  Administration} 
Nay,  of  the  Administration  itself!  Are  they 
perfectly  homogeneons  t  I  know  one  of  them 
— who  has  been  rwsed  to  a  higher  station  than 
moot  men  in  this  eonntry — was  that  becanse  he 
opposed,  or  becanse  he  espoused  the  election 
of  the  present  Chief  Uagistrate  t  Let  me  ask 
tlie  gentleman  from  Heseachusetta,  what  could 
oaase  the  old  Republican  party  in  New  £ng- 
luid— the  worthy  snccessors  of  John  Imgdon 
^to  be  now  found  acting  with  ust  They 
know — but  perhaps  some  in  this  House  do  not 
know — they  know  that  the  Soathem  interest  is 
as  much  their  natoral  ally,  in  protecting  them 
against  an  overweening  oligaraiy  at  home,  as 
England  is  the  natnral  ally  of  Portugal,  against 
the  power  of  Spain  and  France ;  and  though 
fhey  left  ns  for  a  time,  yet  now,  apprehending 
danger,  and  seeing  through  llie  artificee  of  their 
betrayer,  they  hare  retnnied  to  na,  their  old, 
natural,  and  approved  alliu.  Sir,  have  not  the 
Administration,  as  well  as  tJie  Opposition,  ways 
and  means  and  fanda  in  their  bonds,  to  obtain 
Infinenoe  and  buy  mcoesa !  Have  they  not  the 
whole  of  the  great  mass  of  patronue  in  their 
bands)  Bat  the  gentleman  aays  that,  so  fkr 
from  taking  care  of  their  adherents,  they  have 
been  too  liberal  in  bestowing  this  upon  their 
enemies :  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  this. 
An  ancient  apothegm  tells  ns  that  it  is  better 
to  Jndge  between  two  of  your  enemies  than  be- 
tween two  of  your  friends.  In  the  one  case 
yon  are  almost  sure,  by  your  decision,  to  make 
a  fkieud,  and  in  the  other,  to  lose  one.  Now, 
■It,  onr  able  and  practised  statesmen  know, 
that,  by  ^ving  a  Icnf  and  a  fish  to  an  enemy, 
they  moke  a  Mend,  when,  by  giving  them  to 
one  of  their  frtends,  they  ndght  disobfige  anoth- 


er, who  ndgfat  think  his  claims  diqii 

and   th^    sir,   is   the   whole  aecret  of  tbdr 

neglecting  their  friends. 

Permit  me,  sir,  agun  to  aak,  how  ctnuM  it 
that  this  Administralion  are  brought  into  tbeb 
present  very  curious  and  nnpreoedeoted  prcdie- 
amentt  How  happens  it  that  they  alone,  d 
all  the  Administrations  whiofa  have  been  ii 
thia  country,  find  themselvea  in  the  miiotity  is 
each  House  of  OtKigress,  when  the  very  went 
of  their  predecessors  kept  a  mqority  till  iiui- 
night  on  the  8d  or  the  4ui  of  Harch,  whichew 
yon  may  please  to  call  it  T  Why,  sir,  nndn  Ihs 
Administration  to  which  I  allude,  there  wen 
none  of  those  compunctions  vintingi  of  ai- 
tore,  at  the  attacks  made  on  private  characto'. 
We  had  no  chapter  of  Lamentations  then,  N 
the  ravaging  and  desolating  war  on  the  fair 
fame  of  iH  the  wise,  virtuous,  and  good  of  dir 
land.  The  notoriona  Pet«r  Porcupine,  aon 
even  better  known  as  William  Conbett,  WM 
the  especial  prot^g^  of  that  AdministratioiL  I 
heard  them  say'^— I  do  not  mean  the  h«ad<f 
that  Administration,  but  one  of  its  leadef»- 
that  he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  w(^; 
and  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that,  in  point  of  diM 
natural  endowment,  he  was  no  very  fcr  wioet 
Yes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Cobbett,  who,  if  tLe 
late  publications  nay  be  traated,  bow  s^  Ihtt 
Mr.  Adams  has  SftMfi  hundred  davea  in  Tl^ 
ginia.  Sir.  was  there  any  dander  too  vila,  l«o 
base,  for  that  man  to  fiibrioate  I  I  rememlwr 
well  the  nick-names  nnder  which  we  psasi-' 
ves,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we^  althongb  the 
hnmblest  in  the  ranks.  Mr.  Gallitin  wm 
CiTOTOir  Gcittomnt,  with  U  p«Ul  fefitnM- 
tional,  at  his  back.  Hj  excellent  and  itt 
colleague,  Mr.  Nicholas — one  of  the  utiiest  tod 
most  pions  of  men,  who  afterwards  retnovcdtd 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  a  modd  of 
republican  virtue  and  simplicity  that  nugb 
have  adorned  the  best  Aayi  of  Sparta  or  Bww 
—he,  sir,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  tn  vjt, 
was  neld  up  to  ridicole  as  Poltthexcs.  Tn 
are  shocked  at  this,  sir,  but  let  me  tell  yon  till 
it  was  only  a  little  innocent,  harmlea,  ledenl 
wit — and  the  author  was  the  especial  pratw 
of  "Government"  and  its  adnerente.  M 
chuckled  over  the  Porcnpine.  To  that  ptrtf 
the  present  incumbent  then  belonged— sod  u- 
other  member  of  this  pure  AdministntiaL 
My  venerable  friend  from  North  Carolina,  wii 
MoKSiBCB  Maqoit,  with  a  etdilla  nnder  tlie^ 
to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frenchman-  I 
forget  the  cognomen  of  the  learned  gentlenu 
from  Looisiana,  (Mr,  LirmoBToiii)  I  iw* 
that  he  was  never  spared;  I  remember  wu 
my  own ;  I  wish,  nr,  it  was  applicaUs  Wi 
for  I  was  then  a  boy.  Every  sanctnaiynj 
invaded.  As  to  Mr.  JefTeraon,  every  epitWrf 
vitnperalion  was  exhaosted  upon  hlia.  Bt 
was  an  atheist,  a  Frenchman :  we  whs  u 
atheists  and  traitors;  onr  oamee  and  cso^ 
asBOciated  whh  the  cannibals  and  otnnib*liB 
of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  lU  t^ 
atrooildes,  the  mort  atrodmm  and  levoltbv'' 
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vhich  has  tbie  da^  been  preMiited  to  the 
Honse  bj  the  ima^Dation  of  the  gentlemui 
from  Uaasacbosetts.  Yes,  sir,  then,  u  dow,  t 
KTOim  of  horrors  was  pressed  upon  the  pnblic 
bnagmation  to  prop  the  Binking  o&n«e  of  a  des- 
perate Administration.  Religion  aud  order 
vere  to  be  subverted ;  the  national  debt  to  be 
sponged ;  and  the  eonntry  to  be  dranohed  in 
its  b^t  blood  07  Mr.  Jefferson  and  bis  Jacobin 
adherents.  Even  good  men,  and  nut  nowise 
men,  were  brought  to  believe  thia.  Hr.  Jeffer- 
son was  elected — and  we  know  what  followed. 
Bat  this,  sir,  it  ma^  be  said,  was  not  done  by 
OUT  own  people — it  was  done  by  foreisn  hirelinga, 
mercenaries.  Bir,  it  is  not  only  of  uiis  deecnp- 
tion  of  persons  that  I  speak.  It  was  done  ■" 
the  glorione  days  of  the  Sedition  Law  and  t 
black  cockade,  when  we  found  in  Genera]  8h 
and  his  legion,  protection  against  the  Pnetorian 
bands  of  the  AdraiDtsCration.  These  brave  fel- 
lows were  many  of  them  Irish  or  German,  and 
most  of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage, 
chiefly  from  the  Northern  Liberties,  then  the 
Btronghold  of  republicanism ;  and,  therefore, 
branded  with  the  opprobrions  name  of  the 
Fonsbourg  St.  Antoine,  the  most  Jacobin  quar- 
ter of  Pans. 

Sir,  1  have  mnch  to  say,  which  neither  my 
own  weakness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness 
of  this  Honse,  will  permit  me  now  to  say.  As 
I  have  exonerated  the  principal  in  that  weighty 
affair  of  the  billiard  table,  I  also  exonerate  him 
and  his  lientenant  from  every  charge  of  coUn- 

rion iosthe  flrat  instance ;   and,  if  it  is  is 

order,  J  will  state  the  reaaons  for  my  opinion. 
When  the  alliance  was  first  patched  up  be- 
tween the  two  great  leaders  of  the  East  and 
Vest,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  the  promotion  of  the  present  incumbent  at 
all  in  view.  Sir,  I  speak  knowingly  as  to  one 
of  these  parties,  and  with  the  highest  degree  of 
moral  probability  of  the  other.  Oon  it  be  ne- 
cessary that  I  prove  this!  The  thing  proves 
itsel£  The  object  was  to  bring  in  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  compact,  whom  the  constitution 
■nbseqnently  excluded,  and  of  coarse  to  pro- 
vide for  the  other.  A  gentleman,  then  of  this 
HoDse,  was  the  candidate  who,  to  the  last  hour, 
oast  many  a  longing,  although  not  lingering 
look,  with  ontstret<ihed  n«ck,  towards  Lon- 
i^aoar—juguh  qucuila  negatur — to  discover 
whether  or  not  he  shonld  be  one  upon  the  list. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  he  could  in  the  first 
instance  have  looked  to  the  elevation  of  an- 
other, or  have  designed  to  promote  the  views 
of  any  man  but  in  subserviency  to  his  own. 
Bir,  common  sense  forbids  it.  Bat,  sir,  all 
these  calculations,  however  skilful,  and  De- 
MoiTBX  could  not  have  made  better,  utterly 
failed.  Mr.  Crawford  most  obstinately,  and  un- 
reasonably, I  confess,  refused  to  die.  It  was 
certainly  very  disobliging  in  him.  I  saw  him 
before  I  went  abroad,  and  I  thought  it  was  a 
hundred  to  one  that  he  could  not  enrvive  the 
snmmer :  he  was  then  dead  to  every  purpose, 
pablio  or  private.  Loniuana  refused  to  vote 
T01.DC— « 


as  obstinately  as  Mr,  Crawford  refused  to  die ; 
and  so  the  gentleman  was  deluded.  It  was 
then  that  Mr.  Adams  was  Srst  taken  up,  as  a 
pit  aller,  which  we  planters  of  the  Soudi 
translate,  a  hand  plant 

Sir,  there  never  was  a  man  who  hod  so  mnch 
canse  as  General  Jackson  )i^  had  to  say,  "  Save 
me  from  ray  friends,  and  I  will  take  care  of  my 
enemies."  Yes,  sir,  he  could  take  care  of  hia 
enemies — from  them  ho  never  feared  danger; 
but  not  of  his  friends,  at  least  of  some,  whose 
vanity  has  prompted  them  to  couple  their  ob- 
sonre  names  with  his  \  and  it  is  because  he  did 
take  care  of  his  enemies,  who  were  bis  country's 
enemies,  and  for  other  reasoMs,  which  I  could 
state,  that  his  cause  is  now  espoused  by  that 
grateM  country.  But  Generiu  Jai^son  is  no 
statesman.  Sir,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  instance 
on  record,  in  history*  Of  a  man  not  having  mili- 
tary capacity,  lieing  it  the  head  of  any  Govern- 
ment, with  advantage  to  that  Government,  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  creat 
mistake  on  this  sutyect.  It  is  not  those  tuenta 
which  enable  a  tnan  to  write  books  and  moke 
speeches,  that-enablehimto  preside  over  a  Got- 
emmont.  The  wittiest  of  poets  has  told  ns,  that 
"  All  a  Rhetoridui's  Rules 
Teach  only  how  to  name  his  Tools." 

We  have  seen  Professors  of  Rhetoric,  who 
conld  no  doobt  descant  fluently  upon  the  use  of 
these  eaid  tools ;  yet  sharpen  them  to  so  wirj 
an  edge  as  to  cut  their  own  fingers  with  these 
implements  of  their  trade.  Sir,  Thomas  i 
Becket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Sec- 
ond, and,  indeed,  a  braver  man — less  infirm  of 
purpose.  And  who  were  the  Hildebrands,  and 
the  rest  of  the  papal  freebooters,  who  achieved 
victory  after  victory  over  the  proudest  mon- 
arcbs  and  States  of  Europe  ?    Tliese  n 


Heaven,  the  capacity  to  lead  men,  whether  in 
the  Senate  or  in  tb*  field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and 
the  same  faculty,  and>  its  successful  display  has 
always  received, .  and  over  will  receive,  the 
highest  honors  tBatrman  can  bestow ;  and  this 
will  be  the  case,*do  ^rhat  you  wilt,  cant  what 
yua  may,  about  military  chieftains  and  military 
dominaUon.  So  long  as  a  man  is  a  man,  the 
victorions  defender  of  his  country  will  and 
ought  to  receive,  that  country's  snflVage.'for  all 
that  the  fttrms  of  her  Government  allow  her  to 
bestow. 

Sir,  a  friend  said  to  me  sot  Ions  since, 
"  Why,  General  Jackson  can't  write ' — "  ad- 
mitted." (Pray,  sir,  can  you  tell  me  of  anj 
one  that  can  write!  for,  I  protest,  I  know  no- 
body that  con.)  Then  tnrning  to  my  friend,  I 
si^id,  It  is  most  true  that  General  Jackson  can- 
not write,  (not  tliat  he  can't  write  his  name,  or 
a  lelter,  ibc.,}  because  he  has  never  been  taught 
Bnt  his  competitor  cannot  write,  because  he 
was  unteachahle :  for  he  has  had  every  advan- 
tage of  edacation  and  study.  Sir,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  the  greatest  captain  and  aegotift- 
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tor  of  his  age — which  wu  the  itee  of  Lonia 
ZIV. — and  who  maj  ruik  witb  the  greatest 
men  of  anj  a^ ;  whose  irreaiatibie  mannera 
Bud  addres»  triumphed  over  everj  obatacle  in 
ooimoil,  as  his  militarr  prowess  and  oondoot 
did  in  the  field — sir,  tltis  great  man  could  not 
tvea  spell,  and  was  notoriouslj'  ignorant  of  all 
that  an  undergraduate  moat  know ;  but  which 
it  ii  not  necessary  for  a  man  at  the  head  of 
•JTaJra-toknow,  at  all.  Would  jon  have  anper- 
Boded  him  fty  some  Scotch  schoolmaster  t  Sir, 
gentlemen  nirRet  tliat  it  is  an  able  helmsman 
we  want  fdr  .^le  ship  of  Btate,  and  not  a  pro- 
fessor of  nuTigstion  or  astronomy. 

Sir,  among  tjie  vulgar  errors  that  on^t  to 
go  into  Sir  Thomaq  Brown's  book,  this  ought 
not  to  be  omitted ;  tAjtt  leamine  and  wisdom 
are  sjnonjmious,  or  at  aU  equivuent.  Knowl- 
edge and  wisdom,  as  one  of  onr  moat  delightful 
poets  unga —  . 

"  Knowledge  and  wisdom,  fu  from  being  one, 
Hltc  oftlTmei  no  coonection — knowledge  dwells 
In  bfadi  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men ; 
Wisdom,  in  mindM  ttienliie  to  tteir  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  hu  le»raed  so  mnchj 
Wisdom  ia  humble  that  he  koowa  no  more. 
Booka  tre  not  seldom  tslismsDB  sijd  ape  Us, 
By  which  the  magic  art  of  ihrawdsr  wits 
Eolda  the  onthinking  loultitude  enahained." 
And  not  hooks  only,  sir — speeches  are  not 
less  deceptive.  Sir,  I  not  only  consider  the 
vaut  of  what  is  called  learning  not  to  be  a  dis- 
qualification for  the  oommand  in  chief  in  civil 
or  military  life,  but  I  do  consider  the  possea- 
•ion  of  too  much  learning  to  be  of  moat  mis- 
chievoas  consequence  to  sach  a  character;  who 
ia  to  draw  from  the  cabinet  of  his  own  saga- 
dons  mind,  and  to  make  the  learning  of  others, 
or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may  possess, 
anbaervient  to  his  more  enlarged  and  vigoroas 
views.  Such  a  man  was  Cromwell — such  a 
man  was  Washington.  Not  learned,  but  wiae. 
Their  understandings  were  not  clouded  or 
cramped,  bat  bod  fair  plaf.  .  Their  errors  were 
the  errors  of  men,  not  of  vcboolboys  and  ped- 
ants. Sir,  so  far  from  the.rfant  of  what  b 
called  education  being  a  fert  strong  objection 
to  a  man  at  the  bead  of  afTafrs,  over-education 
constitutes  a  still  stronger  objection.  [In  the 
case  of  a  lady  it  is  fatal.  Heaven  defend  me 
from  au  over-educated,  accomplislied  lady. 
Yes,  ^r,  accomplished  indeed,  for  she  is  fin- 
ished for  all  the  dutiea  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or 
mistress  of  a  family.]  Sir,  we  hear  much  of 
military  nsurpetion,  of  military  despotism — of 
the  sword  of  a  conqueror— of  Cresar~and 
Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte.  What  little  I  know 
of  Roman  history,  has  been  gathered  chiefly 
from  the  surviving  letters  of  the  great  men  of 
that  day — of  Oicero  especially— and  I  freely 
confess  to  yon,  tliat,  if  1  had  then  lived,  and 
been  compelled  to  take  sides,  I  must,  though 
very  reluctantly,  have  sided  with  Cnsar,  rather 
than  take  Pompey  for  my  master.  Sir,  it  woa 
the  interest  of  the  honse  of  Stuart — and  they 
were  long  enough  in  power  to  do  it — to  blaok- 


I  must  add,  bad  man.  But,  a 
self  is  not  so  black  as  he  ia  eometimea  cuutcd. 
But  who  would  not  rather  have  obeyeo  Crom- 
well, than  that  self-atyled  Parliament,  whick 
obtained  a  title  too  indecent  for  me  to  nKae, 
bnt  by  which  it  is  familiarly  known  and  meo- 
tjoned  in  all  the  historians,  from  that  to  thi* 
day.  Sir,  Cromwell  felt  under  a  tdrnptatkn, 
perhaps  too  atrong  for  the  nature  of  man  to  n- 
siat— but  he  was  an  angel  of  light  to  eitiier  of 
the  Stnarta— the  one  whom  he  bron^t  to  tb» 
block ;  or  his  son,  a  yet  worse  man,  the  black- 
est and  fodlest  of  miscreants  that  ever  pcdlntcd 
a  throne.  It  has  t>een  the  policy  of  the  hooae 
of  Stuart  and  their  saocessors — it  is  the  poliey 
of  kings — to  vilify  and  blacken  the  memory 
and  character  of  Cromwell  Bat  the  elond  is 
rolling  away.  We  no  longer  conmder  Htune  as 
deserving  of  the  slightest  credit.  Gromwdl 
was  "  gailtleas  of  his  country's  blood."  Hia 
was  a  bloodleaa  oaorpation.  To  donht  his  sia- 
oerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  snbaeqaeat  fid], 
would  l>e  madness — rehKioas  fervor  was  the 
prevaiUng  temper  and  tasbion  of  the  times. 
Cromweil  was  a  nsnrper,  'tis  granted;  bnt  be 
bad  scarcely  any  choice  left  bim.  £Us  away 
was  every  way  preferable  to  that  miseraUe 
corpse  of  a  Parliament,  that  he  tnme)!  ou^  ac 
a  gentleman  would  turn  off  a  drunken  bntkr 
and  his  fellows,  or  the  pensioned  ^tant  that 
Hucoeeded  bim— a  dissolute,  depraved  bigot  and 
hypocrite,  who  was  ontwardly  a  Protestant, 
and  at  heart  a  Papist.  He  lived  and  died  we, 
while  pretending  to  be  a  son  of  the  Ghnrdi  tf 
England,  aye,  and  swore  to  it,  and  died  a  per- 
jured man.  Sir,  if  I  mnst  have  a  mnst«r,  ^va 
me  one  whom  I  can  respect,  rather  than  a  knot 
of  knavish  attorneys.  Sir,  Bon^wrte  was  a 
bad  man ;  bnt  I  would  rather  have  had  B<»i»- 
parte  than  such  a  set  of  corrupt,  intrigaii^ 
public  plunderers  as  be  turned  adrift.  The 
Senate  of  Borne — the  Parliament  of  England — 
"  the  Councils  of  Elders  and  of  Yonagstera  " — 
the  Legislatare  of  France — all  made  tJiemaelT^ 
first  odious  and  then  contemptible ;  and  tlies 
comes  a  usurper :  and  this  is  the  natural  esd 
of  a  corrupt  civil  Government. 

There  ia  a  class  of  men  who  possess  gntt 
learning,  combined  with  inveterate  profeasKOial 
habits,  and  who  are  (ipto  Jaeto,  or  perhaps  I 
should  rather  aay  iprit  faetU,  for  I  most  speak 
accurately,  as  I  speak  before  a  Professor)  dts- 
qnslified  for  any  but  secondary  parts  aoywhoe 
— even  in  the  Cabinet.  Cardinal  BicheUeu 
was,  what!  A  priest.  Tea^  sir,  bnt  what  a 
priest!  Oieastiern  waa  a  chanciellor.  He  it 
was  who  sent  his  son  abroad  to  aee — f»om 
porta  tapientia  rtgitttr  mwiufui — with  bow 
tittle  wisdom  this  world  la  governed,  nis 
Administration  seemed  to  have  calculated  that 
even  less  than  that  little  would  do  for  as.  Tbe 
gentleman  called  it  a  strong,  an  able  Cabinet — 
second  to  none  but  Washington's  first  OahiDeL 
Sir,  I  could  hardly  look  at  him  t<»  blushing. 
What,  ^,  ii  Qallatin  at  the  head  ot  tbe  Trm- 
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iir7 — HadisoD  in  the  Departineat  of  Bute) 
Th«  mind  of  an  ac«ompluih«d  and  an  aonte  dia- 
leoticiaii,  of  an  sbl«  lawjer,  or,  if  ;on  pl»aae, 
of  ■  great  phjsiciu),  maj,  hj  the  long  contino- 
ance  of  one  pnnait — of  one  train  of  ideas — 
Jiare  its  habits  bo  inveteretcJy  fixed,  m  efiecto- 
hCt-  to  disqaaliff  the  posseBsor  for  tlie  com- 
mand of  the  ooundla  of  a  oouDtiy.  Be  msj, 
neverthelesa,  make  an  admirable  chief  of  a  bu' 
rean — an  excellent  man  of  detaiU — whioh  the 
tibiet  onght  never  to  be.  A  man  may  be  calla- 
ble <rf  making  an  able  and  ingeoioas  argument 
on  any  BDbject  within  the  aphere  of  his  knowl- 
edge ;  but,  ur,  every  now  and  then  the  master 
•ophiat  will  Btart,  at  I  have  Been  him  start,  at  the 
monstrous  condosioDs  to  which  his  own  artificial 
reason  had  brought  himself.  Bat,  this,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  candor  and 
&ime33  of  mind.  Sir,  by  words  and  figures  you 
may  prove  just  what  yon  please ;  but  it  often 
and  most  generally  is  the  fact,  that,  in  proportion 
as  a  proposition  is  locally  or  mathemaUcally 
true,  it  is  politically  and  oommon-sensicaUy  (or 
rather  nonaen»cally)  false.  The  t^ent  vhich 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  book,  or  make  a 
speech,  has  no  more  relation  to  the  leading  of 
an  army  or  Senate,  than  it  has  to  the  dresung 
of  a  dinner.  The  talent  which  fits  a  man  to 
head  a  Government,  u  the  talent  for  the  man- 
agement  of  men — a  mere  dialectician  never 
had,  and  never  will  have  it :  both  requires  the 
same  degree  of  courage,  though  of  different 
kinds.  The  very  highest  de^ee  of  moral  oour- 
age  is  required  for  the  duties  of  gOTemment. 
I  hare  been  amnaed  when  I  have  seen  some 
dialecticians,  after  assorting  their  words — "the 
ooutiters  of  wise  men,  the  money  of  fools  " — 
after  they  had  laid  down  their  premises,  and 
drawn,  step  by  step,  their  deductions,  sit  down, 
completely  satisfied,  as  if  the  oondnsions  to 
whioh  they  had  brought  themselves  were  really 
the  tmth — as  if  it  were  irrefragably  true.  But 
wait  until  another  oanse  is  called,  or  till  another 
court  sits — till  the  bystanders  and  Jury  have 
bad  time  to  forget  both  argument  and  concln- 
Non,  and  they  will  make  yon  Jnst  as  good  an 
a^ument  on  the  opposite  aide,  and  arrive,  with 
the  same  complacenoy,  at  a  directly  opposite 
conclusion,  and  triumphantly  demand  your  aa- 
aent  to  this  new  truth.  Sir,  it  is  their  business 
— I  do  not  blame  them.  I  only  say  tliat  such 
a  habit  of  mind  anSts  men  for  action,  for  de- 
cision. They  want  a  client  to  decide  which 
side  to  take ;  and  tlie  really  great  man  per- 
forms that  office  for  them.  This  habit  unfits 
them  for  government  in  the  first  degree.  The 
talent  for  government  lies  in  these  two  things 
— sagacity  to  perceive,  and  deci^on  to  act. 
Genuine  statesmen  were  never  made  such  b^ 
mere  training ;  education  will  form  good  busi- 
ness men — Tuueanter  mmjiiint.  The  maiim 
(flateiler  turn  JiC)  is  as  true  of  statesmen  as  it  is 
of  poeta.  Sir,  let  a  house  be  on  fire,  you  will 
soon  see  in  that  confusion  who  has  the  talent 
to  command.  Let  a  ship  be  in  danger  at  sea, 
and  ordiniarf  enbordination  destroyed,  and  you 


will  immediately  make  the  same  discovery. 
The  ascendency  of  mind  and  of  character  exists 
and  rises  as  naturally  and  as  inevitably,  where 
there  is  free  play  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find 
their  level  by  gravitation.  Thus  e.  great  diplo- 
matist, like  a  certain  animal,  oscillating  be- 
tween the  hay  on  different  sides  of  him,  want4 
some  power  from  without,  before  he  can  decide 
from  which  bundle  to  make  trioL  Who  be- 
lieves that  Washington  could  write  as  good  a 
book  or  report  as  Jefferson,  or  make  as  able  a 
speech  as  Hamilton  ?  Who  is  there  that  be- 
lieves that  Cromwell  would  have  made  as  good 
a  judge  as  Lord  fialet  No,  sir;  these  learned 
and  accomplished  men  find  their  proper  place 
under  those  who  are  fitted  to  command,  and  to 
command  them  among  the  rest.  Such  a  man 
as  Washington  will  say  to  a  Jefferson,  do  you 
become  my  Secretary  of  State ;  to  Hamilton, 
do  you  take  charge  of  my  puree,  or  that  of  the 
nation,  which  is  the  same  thing ;  and  to  Knox, 
do  you  be  my  master  of  horse.  Sir,  all  history 
shows  this,  hut  great  diplomatists  and  great 
scholars  are,  for  that  very  reason,  unfit  to  he 
miers.  Sir,  would  Hannil>al  have  crossed  the 
Alps  when  there  were  no  roads — with  elo- 
phants — in  the  face  of  the  warlike  and  hardy 
mountaineers — and  carried  terror  to  the  very 
gates  of  Borne,  if  his  youth  had  been  spent  in 
poring  over  books!  Would  he  have  been  able 
to  maint(un  himself  on  the  resources  of  his 
own  genius  for  sixteen  years  in  Italy,  in  spite 
of  the  faction  and  treachery  in  the  Senate  of 
Carthage,  if  he  had  been  deep  in  conic  sections 
and  fluiions  and  the  different  calculus — to  aay 
nothing  of  botany,  and  mineralogy,  and  chem- 
istry I  "  Are  yon  not  ashamed,"  sdd  a  philoso- 
pher to  one  who  was  born  to  rule,  "are  yon 
not  ashamed  to  play  so  well  upon  the  finte  t " 
Sir,  it  was  well  put.  There  is  much  which  it 
becomes  a  aeconaary  man  to  know — much  that 
it  is  neceasaij  for  him  to  kno^ — that  a  first- 
rate  man  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  know.  No 
bead  was  ever  cley  and  soond  that  was  stuffed 
with  book-learnins.  Ton  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  fatten  and  strengthen  a  man  by  stuff- 
ing him  with  every  variety  and  the  greatest 
aaantity  of  food.  After  all,  the  chief  mast 
raw  upon  his  subalterns  for  much  that  he  does 
not  know,  and  cannot  perform  himself.  Sir, 
my  friend  Wm,  R.  Johnson  has  many  a  groom 
that  can  clean  and  dress  a  race-horae,  and  ride 
him  too,  better  than  he  can.  But  what  of 
that!  Sir,  we  are.  in  the  European  sense  cS 
the  term,  not  a  military  people.  We  have  no 
businesa  for  an  army — it  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
njion  the  nation — officert  and  all.  Sir,  who 
rescued  Braddock  when  he  was  fighting,  tt- 
eundem  artera,  and  his  men  were  dropping 
around  him  on  every  side  t  It  was  a  Tii^nia 
militia  M^or.  He  asserted  in  that  crisiB  the 
place  which  properly  belonged  to  him,  and 
ivhich  he  afterwards  flUed  in  tlie  manner  we 
all  know. 

Sir,  I  may,  without  any  mock  modesty,  ac- 
knowledge what  I  fbel,  Oiat  I  have  made  ao 
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tmBnccaBsfol  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Uas- 
soctiiiMitta.  There  are  Bome  subjects  which  I 
coald  have  wlahad  to  hare  tonched  upon  before 
I  Bit  down  now'&nd  forever.  I  had  the  mate- 
rials in  mj  posBwaioD  when  I  come  into  this 
House  this  morning,  but  I  sm  drsgged  down 
bj  phyBical  weakuess  from  the  most  advan- 
tageoufi  nee  of  them. 

Sir,  what  shall  wb  sa;  to  a  gentleman,  in 
this  Honee  or  ont  of  it,  occupying  a  prominent 
station,  and  filling  a  large  space  in  the  eye  of 
his  native  State,  who  abonld,  with  all  the 
adroitness  of  a  practised  advocate,  gloss  over 
the  acknowledged  encroachments  of  the  men 
In  power,  upon  the  fair  construction  of  the 
eoDStitntion,  and  'then  present  the  appalling 
pictnre,  glaring  and  flaming,  in  his  deepest  col- 
ors, of  a  bloody  military  tyrant — a  raw-head 
■nd  bloody-bones — so  that  we  cannot  sleep  in 
onr  beds — who  should  conjare  np  all  the  images 
that  can  scare  children  and  fHgbten  old  women 
— T  mean  very  old  women,  sir — and  who  offets 
this  wretched  caricature— -this  vile  danb,  where 
brick  dnst  stands  for  blood,  like  Peter  Porcu- 
pine's Bloodt  Buoi,  as  a  reason  for  his  and 
our  support  in  Virginia,  of  a  man  in  whom  he 
has  no  confidence,  whom  he  damns  with  faint 
praise — and  who,  moreover—tell  it  not  in 
Gath  I  had  zealonsly,  and  elalioratcly,  (I  can- 
not say  ably,)  iustified  every  one  of  these  very 
atrocious  and  oloody  deeds— yes,  sir,  on  paper 
— not  in  the  heat  of  debate,  in  the  transportA 
of  a  speech,  bat—sa  the  author  of  the  Rich- 
mond Anathema  full  well  knew — and  knew 
that  we,  too,  knew — deliberately  and  officially. 
Bir,  if  we  did  not  know  that  lawyers  never  see 
bnt  one  nde  of  a  cose — that  on  which  they  are 
retained,  and  that  they  fondly  hope  that  the 
Jury  will  see  with  their  eyee — what  shonid  we 
Bay  of  such  a  man?  His  client  having  no 
character,  he  attacks  defendant's  character, 
upon  a  string  of  charges,  in  every  ore  of  which 
(supposing  them  to  be  true)  his  client  was  self- 
avowed  partieep*  er»flijnt»»-having  defended, 
adopted,  and  made  each  and  every  one  of  them 
his  own.  Sir,  such  a  man  may  be  a  great  law- 
yer, (althonsh  this  is  bat  a  poor  specimen  of 
his  skilt  in  that  line,)  or  a  great  mstbemattcian, 
or  cbemi.it ;  bnt  of  a  man  guilty  of  such  glar- 
ing absurdity,  it  may  be  fearlessly  pronounced 
that,  in  the  management  of  his  own  concerns, 
and  in  the  aSUrs  of  men,  he  bas  not  "  right 
good  common  sense."  And  here,  sir,  we  come 
to  that  great  and  all-important  distinction, 
which  the  nrofane  vulgar — whether  they  be 
the  great  vulgar  or  the  small — too  often  over- 
look; and  A^ch  I  have,  lamely,  I  fear,  en- 
deavored to  press  upon  the  House — I  mean  the 
dlsUnotion  between  knowledge  and  learning, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  sense  and  judgment,  on 
the  other.  And  there,  sir,  lies  the  great  defect 
of  the  gentleman  in  question.  Sir,  I  have 
heard  it  sud  of  him,  by  those  who  know  and 
love  him  well,  "  that  he  can  argue  either  side 
of  a  question,  whether  of  law,  of  policy,  or  of 
oooetitutional  construotion,  with  great  ingenn- 
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ity  and  fores;  bat  he  wants  that  sagacity  in 
political  affaire,  which  first  disoems  the  proper 
end,  and  then  adopts  the  most  apprc^rjata 
means :  and  he  is  deficient  in  that  knowiedge 
of  mankind,  which  would  enable  another 
(much  his  iiJerior)  to  perceive  that  his  honest 
disinterestedness  is  played  upon  by  those  who 
ore  conscious  that  he  prides  himself  npon  it. 
It  is  ^e  lever  by  whicA  he  is  on.  all  oocftnoni 
to  be  moved.  It  is  his  pride,  an  honest  and 
honorable  pride,  which  makes  him  delight  to 
throw  himself  into  minorities,  because  he  en- 
joys more  self-gratification  from  manifesting  fait 
mdependeDce  of  popular  opinion — than  b« 
conla  derive  from  any  thing  in  the  gilt  of  tba 
people.  His  late  production — the  Adams  con- 
vention manifesto,  is  the  feeblest  prodnctiiMi  «f 
the  day.  The  reason  is,  hie  head  and  heart  did 
not  go  together." 

Sir,  this  picture  is  drawn  by  the  hand  of  % 
friend.  As  we  hare  had  billiard  tables  aod 
chess  boards  introduced  into  this  debate,  1  bopa 
I  may  be  allowed  to  borrow  an  illustration 
from  this  last  ^ame.  Sir,  one  of  these  arguing 
■■"■'-  ""  of  the  bishop  at  chea- 
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that  of  the  square  he  stands  upon)  \i 
able  piece  enough  in  his  way ;  bnt  he  labor* 
under  this  defect :  that,  moving  in  the  diagcmal 
only,  he  can  never  get  off  his  original  aAar. 
He  can  sconr  away  all  over  just  one-half  <rf 
the  board ;  but  his  adversaiy  may  be  on  the 
square,  and  perfectly  safe  from  his  attack. 
e  safe  from  the  bishop,  yon  have  only  to 
a  upon  any  one  of  the  thirty-two  squares 
that  ore  forbidden  gronnd  to  him.  Bnt  not  ao 
the  irregular  knight,  who,  at  successiTe  leapt^ 
can  cover  ever;  square  upon  the  board,  to 
whose  check  the  king  can  interpose  no  guard, 
but  mnst  move.  Even  the  poor  pawn  has  a 
privilege  which  the  bishop  has  not;  for  he  can 
elude  his  mitred  adversary  by  moving  from  a 
bite  square  to  a  black  one,  or  from  a  black 
square  to  a  white  one,  and  finally  reach  the 
highest  honors  of  the  game.  So  even  a  poor 
peasant,  of  sense,  may  instruct  the  pbiloso- 
pher,  as  the  shepherd  aid.  In  that  beautiful  in- 
troduction, the  finest  of  Mr.  Gay's  fables  b<it 
one,  who  drew  all  his  notions  of  men  and 
things  from  nature.  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  turn 
over  mnsly  folios,  and  double  down  dog's  can : 
it  docs  very  well  in  its  place— in  a  lawyer's 
office — or  a  bureau.  I  am  forced  to  use  ihb 
word  for  want  of  a  better ;  bnt  it  will  not  sup- 
ply the  place  of  that  which  hooka  never  gave^ 
and  never  can  give — of  judgment  and  experi- 
ence. Sir,  who  would  make  the  better  leader, 
in  a  period  of  great  public  emergency— ijd 
Roger  Sherman,  or  a  certain  very  learned  een- 
tleraan  from  New  York,  whom  we  once  osd 
here,  who  knew  every  thing  fn  the  world  fat 
which  man  has  no  occasion,  and  nothing  in  the 
world  for  which  man  has  occasion  T  Sir,  the 
people,  who  are  always  nnsophisticated--and 
though  they  may  occasionally  be  misled,  an 
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alwa;a  Hgfat  in  their  feelingB,  and  always  Judge 
eorrectlyln  the  long  ran-^&re  taken  up  this 
thing.  It  19  a  notorious  fact,  in  Virginia,  that, 
in  Gountj  Courts,  where  men  are  admitted  to 
rit  aaja^es,  who  are  not  of  the  l^al  profeS' 
■ioD — plain  plantera,  who  have  no  pretensions 
to  Iw  considered  as  lawyers — the  decisionH  are 
much  seldomer  reversed  than  in  those  conrts 
where  a  barrister  presides :  his  reasons  maj  be 
more  plausible,  bnt  his  decision  will  be  oftener 
vrronK.  Yes,  sir,  the  people  have  decided  upon 
tliis  tDing. 

Sir,  I  will  eoppose  a  case ;  I  will  suppose 
that  the  lat«  convulsive  stmggles  of  the  Ad- 
ministration may  so  far  succeed,  as  that  they 
will  tie  able  to  renew  their  lease  for  another 
foar  Te&rs.  Now,  sir,  if  a  nu^oritj  of  this 
Eonsa  can't  get  along  with  such  a  minorit; 
Langing  on  their  rear,  catting  off  snppliet,  and 
'beating  up  dicir  quarters,  what  will  be  the  sit- 
uation of  the  AdmiaistratioQ  then  ?  Sir,  what 
ia  it  now  ?  Did  snjbod;  ever  hear  of  a  v~ 
Tj  obtained  by  the  Executive  power,  while  a 
decided  majority  of  the  Legislature  was  agmnd 
itf  Sir,  I  know  of  no  such  victory,  bnt  one — 
and  that  was  the  parrioidal  victory  of  the 

J'onnger  Pitt  over  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
and ;  and  he  gained  that  only  by  the  impene- 
trable obstinacy  of  the  king,  which  then  gave 
indications  of  the  disease  tnat  was  lurking  in 
bis  constitatiou,  and  afterwards  so  unhappily 
became  manifest. 

Sir,  the  king  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  mnch 
■bier  man  than  he  ever  had  credit  for.  But  be 
was  incnrably  obstinate.  Ha  had  inst  lost  the 
colonies.  No  matter — he  would  risK  the  crown 
of  England  itself  and  retire  to  his  hereditary 
States  in  Germany,  rather  than  yield :  and,  sir, 
bnt  for  a  barefaced  coalition,  be  wonld  hare  so 
retired,  aud  have  supplied  a  most  important 
defect  in  the  act  of  settlement— 4he  separation 
of  Hanover  from  England.  But  the  corrupt 
iMrgain  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  to  share 
office  between  them,  disgusted  the  people — 
they  took  side  even  against  tholr  own  liberties, 
Bnt  here,  sir,  the  ooalitton  is  not  on  the  side  of 
the  people's  rights,  bnt  against  them.  Mr.  Pitt 
(the  crown  rather)  triumphed.  Enaves  cried 
Hosanna;  and  fools  renewed  the  cry.  Eng- 
land recovered  by  the  elasticity  which  belongs 
to  free  institutions,  and  Ur.  I^tt  attained  a  de- 
nee  of  power  that  enabled  him  to  plnnge  her 
into  the  mod  vortex  of  war  with  revolutionary 
France.  Nine  hundred  millions  of  debt ;  tax- 
es, in  amount,  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  possible  forms  of 
wrebchedaesa — attest  the  greatness  of  the  heav- 
en-born Minister,  who  did  not  weather  the 
storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath  it,  leaving  his 
country  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleased  to 
rescne  her  in  her  utmost  need,  by  inflicting 
madness  on  her  great  nnrelentJng  enemy,  ana 
■ending  this  modem  Nebuchadnezzar  to  grass. 
Sir,  Mr.  Btt  Is  as  strong  an  instance  for  my 
purpose,  as  I  could  have  wanted.  Eo  was  a 
rtutorician,  a  ipeeoh-maker ;  a  man  of  words, 


and  good  words  too,  at  will ;  a  dexterous  de- 
bater— and  if  he  had  continued  to  ride  tho 
western  circuit,  he  might  have  been  an  emi- 
nent wrangier  at  the  bar,  and,  in  due  time,  a 
Chief  Justice  or  Lord  Chancellor.  But,  for 
the  sins  of  England,  he  was  made  Prime  Min' 
ifiter,  and  at  five  and  twenty  t<>o.  Sir,  Mr.  Pitt 
no  more  saw  what  was  ahead  of  him,  than  the 
idiot  in  the  parish  workhouse.  He  no  more 
dreamt,  when  the  war  began,  to  what  i>oint  ha 
would  be  able  to  push  his  system,  if  system  it 
may  be  called,  titan  any  clerk  in  his  office. 
The  productive  powers  of  a  people  like  the 
E^Iub,  where  property  is  perfectiy  secure  aud 
left  free  to  act,  and  where  the  industrioua 
classes  are  shut  out  from  slmost  any  participa- 
tion in  public  affidrs,  is  incredible ;  is  almost 
without  limit;  Two  individuals  discovered  two 
mines,  more '  precioua  and  productive  than 
Quanaxnato  or  Potosi — that  furnished  the 
means  for  his  prodigality,  that  astonished  even 
Mr.  Pitt.  These  were  Sir  Kiohard  Arkwrlght 
and  Mr.  Watt — the  spinning  machine  and  the 
steam  engine.  And  this  imbecile  and  blunder- 
ing Uinist«r  has  been  complimented  with  what 
is  due  to  the  unrivalled  ingenuity  and  industry 
of  his  countiymen.  So,  air,  in  like  manner, 
this  young  Hercules  of  America,  who,  if  wa 
can  keep  him  from  being  strangled  by  the  ser- 
pents of  corruption,  must  grow  to  gigantic 
strength  and  stature — every  improvement  which 
he  makes,  in  spite  of  the  misrule  of  his  gov- 
ernors, these  vary  modestly  arrogate  to  them- 
selves. 

We  have  been  told,  officially,  that  the  Prea- 
dent  wished  the  greiat  questiDn  to  have  been 
referred  back  to  ue  people,  if  by  the  forms  of 
the  constitntion  this  could  be  done.  Bir,  If  I 
were  the  friend,  as  I  am  the  undisguised  enemy 
of  the  Administration,  I  would  say  to  them, 
Yon  may  be  innocent — your  intentions  may  be 
upright — but  you  have  brought  the  country  to 
that  pass,  that  yon  can't  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment. As  gentlemen  possessing  the  least  self- 
respect,  you  ought  to  retire — leave  it — try  an- 
other venue — you  can't  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment without  ns,  any  more  than  we  can  act, 
while  every  thing  in  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment is  against  ns.  Sir,  there  are  oases  in 
which  suspicion  is  equivalent  to  proof — and  not 
only  equal  to  it,  but  more  than  equal  to  the 
most  damning  proof.  There  is  not  a  husband 
here  who  will  not  ratify  tiiis  declaration — there 
may  be  suspicion  so  agonizing,  that  it  makes 
tiie  wretch  cry  out  for  certsinty  sa  a  relief 
from  the  most  damning  tortures.  Such  suspi- 
cions are  entertained  with  respect  to  these  gen- 
tlemen— and  thoueh  they  ore  making  a  convul- 
sive effort  to  roll  hack  the  tide  of  public  opin- 
ion, they  can't  allay  the  feeling— the  snapiciua 
rests  upon  the  facts — and,  do  what  they  may, 
facta  will  not  bend  at  their  bidding.  Admit  it 
to  be  suspicion — it  is  equally  tiatal,  as  r^arda 
them  ondT  the  public  service,  with  the  reality. 
Mr.  R.  would  not  go  in  pursuit  of  the  alibit 
and  aHoMt  of  th«  a«)nsedr--<)f  the  tubs,  wheth- 
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er  with  false  bottoma  or  double  bottoms, 
tbrowD  out  to  BiaoBe  tbe  public.  The  whole 
oonduct  of  the  accnaed  haa  diapla^ed  notbing 
of  the  di^t;  of  innooeoce ;  but  all  the  rest- 
iBBSDeaa  of  goilt  Everj  word  of  Ur.  Claj'a 
late  pamphlet  might  be  tni<^  and  jet  the  ac- 
Ooaed  be  gailty,  notwitbatandiDg. 

The  gentlemai)  from  Mawaobnaettg  warned 
na,  that,  if  the  individual  we  seek  to  elerate 
ahall  sQcoeed,  he  will,  in  bis  turn,  become  tbe 
otgect  of  public  pursuit,  and  that  tbe  same 
pack  will  b«  unkennelled  at  bia  beeta,  that  hare 
run  bia  rival  down.  It  ma;  be  so.  I  have  no 
hesitatioa  to  aay,  that,  if  bia  eondnet  shall  de- 
aerre  it,  and  if  I  live,  I  sball  b«  one  of  that 
pack;  because,  sir,  I  m^ntain  the  interests  of 
stockholders,  (^gainst  preaidentB,  directors,  and 
oasbiers.  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  notice 
an  objection  urged,  aa  1  have  heard,  ggaingt 
me,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Vakob.) 
He  Ba;s  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  all  Ad- 
ministrations.  Bir,  I  denj  it  to  be  fact.  I  did 
<K)pf>M  the  elder  Adams,  because  be  attacked 
the  libertj  of  the  presa  and  of  tbe  snbject ; 
because  his  opinions  were  at  war  with  the  ge- 
nius of  onr  inatitntioDa.  He  avowed  them 
openly,  and  I  liked  him  the  better  for  his 


tration  of  bia  auocessor.  I  did  for  it  what  I 
could — little  enough,  Qod  knows.  The  first 
case  ut  which  I  differed  from  that  Adminirtra- 
tion,  was  the  case  of  the  Yazoo  claims,  which 
I  thought  a  case  of  flagraot  corruption.  I  do 
not  mean,  and  I  never  did  believe,  that  there 
was  corruption  in  the  President,  or  big  two 
Secretaries ;  and  it  did  not  cause  me  to  sepa- 
rate myself  from  tbem.  I  separated  from  that 
Administration  three  years  afterwards,  with 
pain  and  sorrow,  and  not  without  some  anger, 
too ;  for,  sir,  I  have  no  idea  of  that  extreme  of 
candor  and  meekness  which  denounces  the 
measures  of  a  Government,  as  Bottom  says  in 
the  play,  "  and  will  roar  yon  as  gently  as  any 
sucking  dove."  It  is  not  my  nature  to  do  so, 
and  it  would  be  criminal  and  ridicnlooB  in  me, 
beoaose  it  would  be  hypocrisy  to  affect  it.  Bir, 
when  the  former  restrictive  system  was  Srst 
commenced,  I  thought  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I 
did  then  see — the  fatal  and  minons  conse- 
qnencee  that  wonld  then  grow  ont  of  it.  I 
told  Ur.  Jefibrson,  candidly  and  frankly,  that, 
if  he  expected  support  in  a  oertdn  quarter,  and 
did  not  find  it,  he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I 
will  not  repeat  what  he  said  on  that  occasion, 
but  he  deplored  tbe  separation.  But,  permit 
me  to  remmd  yon,  ur — for  yon  were  then  too 
young  to  know  much  of  these  matters — that, 

(ireviuualy,  bnt  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my 
saving  that  Administration,  a  certun  wise 
man  from  the  East  joined  it,  wbo  soon  after 
went  off  to  Canada,  under  strong  suspicion  of 
felony ;  and  this  was  soon  followed  bj  a  cer- 
tain gentleman's  giving  his  adhesion,  who  had 
before  been  violently  opposed  to  it,  and  to  all 
its  best  measurea.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  least 
objection  to  its  b^ng  aud  of  me,  that  I  sepa- 


rated myself  from  Jf  r.  Jefferson,  when  Bunt- 
baa  Bldwell  and  John  Qiuney  Adams  joiiMd 
him. 

Some  allndon  has  been  made  to  the  diiori- 
ant  materials  of  the  present  Opposition,  tar, 
tbey  are  somewhat  discordant — at  least  tbey 
have  been  so.  Bnt  are  they  more  so  thsn  tb« 
adherents  of  the  present  Administration,  or  the 
materials  of  the  Administration  itself?  Sir,  I 
well  remember  almost  the  first  propitiation  (the 
first  was  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  Ik 
who  is  now  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Stat«i 
made  Ui  l£r.  Jefferson  and  his  party.  It  wsi 
an  attempt  to  run  down  the  present  Chief  Ju- 
tioe.  The  right  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  th« 
Senate,  was  made  the  peg  to  hang  it  ca.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  uus  whole  reason  why  1 
have  opposed  the  Administration  ance  thst 
time,  and  may  ag^,  if^  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, they  shall  not  consult  tbe  good  ttf  111* 
country.  It  is,  sir,  ramply  because  I  im  tat 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders — of  whom  I 
am  one — as  opposed  to  those  of  tbe  president 
Erectors,  and  cashiers ;  and  I  have  the  right  d 
speaking  my  opinion,  and  shall  eierciss  it. 
thonKh  It  happen  to  be  against  the  great«st  snl 
proudest  namea. 

Sir,  I  am  no  judge  of  hnrnao  raotivea :  that 
is  the  attribute  of  the  Name  which  I  wiQ  act 
take  in  vain — tbe  attribute  of  Him  who  rules 
in  heaven,  or  who  becomes  incarnate  npn 
earth — mere  man  can  claim  no  sncb  eiemption. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  my  own  motives  do  cot 
partake  of  their  tail  share  of  the  infirmity  of 
onr  common  nature — bnt  of  those  infinnitk^ 
neither  avarice  nor  ambition  form  one  tela  in 
the  composition  of  mj  present  motives.  Sir, 
what  can  tbe  coimtry  do  for  me  I  Poor  u  I 
am — for  I  am  much  poorer  than  I  have  been— 
impoverished  by  unwise  legislation — I  EtiQ 
have  nearly  as  mnch  as  I  know  how  to  Bfis— 
more,  certainly,  than  I  have  at  all  limes  made 
a  good  use  of— and,  as  for  power,  what  chanai 
can  it  have  for  one  like  me  t  Sir,  if  povK 
had  been  my  ot^ect,  I  must  have  been  Itss  n- 
gacious  than  my  worst  enemiea  have  tepre•al^ 
ed  me  to  be,  (unless,  indeed,  tfaoae  wbo  voold 
have  kindly  shnt  me  np  in  bedlam.)  if  I  liad 
not  obtained  it.  I  may  appeal  to  all  my  fiioidi 
to  say  whether  "  there  have  not  been  tinMS 
when  I  stood  in  such  favor  in  the  clos^  tlist 
there  mnst  have  been  something  very  eztrsTS- 
gant  and  unreasonable  in  my  wishes,  if  th^ 
might  not  all  have  been  gratified."  Hi  it 
office  T  What,  sir,  to  dmd^  in  your  ItbonOo- 
ries  in  the  Depsrtments,  or  to  be  at  the  tsQ  li 
the  «Tpi  dipUmatique  in  Europe  t  Alss,  rir, 
in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  water  would  1)e 
more  acceptable.  Sir,  what  can  tbe  country 
give  me  that  I  do  not  possess  in  the  cocfidenn 
of  such  constitnents  as  no  man  ever  had  bs- 
fbre  t  Sir,  I  could  retire  to  my  own  patrim^ 
nial  trees,  where  I  might  eee  the  sun  rise  utd 
set  in  peace.  Bir,  as  I  was  returning^  the  otho' 
evening,  from  the  Capitol,  I  saw — what  bH 
been  a  rare  toght  here  tins  winter— the  » 
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dippinK  bis  broad  disc  among  the  trees  behind 
thoM  Vii^inia  hilli,  sot  allayiog  hia  clowitig 
axle  in  the  steep  Atlautic  stream — snd  I  asked 
m^ael^  if,  with  this  Book  o/  Natore  unrolled 
before  me,  I  was  not  the  most  foolish  of  men 
to  be  stm^ling  and  scaffliog  here,  in  this  heat- 
ed and  impure  atmosphere,  where  the  piay  is 
not  worth  the  candle ;  bnt  then  the  truth 
rnahed  upon  ray  mind,  that  I  was,  VMnly,  per- 
haps, bnt  honestly,  striving  to  uphold  Uie  lib- 
erties of  the  people  who  sent  me  nere — yes,  wr 
— for  can  those  liberties  co-eiist  with  corrup- 
tion t  At  the  very  worst,  the  questioa  recurs, 
which  will  the  more  effectually  destroy  them, 
oolluaion,  bargun,  and  corruption  here,  or  a 
military  despotism  I  When  can  that  be  estab- 
lished over  OS?  Never,  till  the  Congress  has 
beoome  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people — sir,  I  have  learned  from  the  high- 
eat  of  ul  authority,  that  the  first  step  towturds 
{tatting  on  inoorruption  is  the  putting  off  oor' 
raption.  That  recollection  neires  me  in  the 
present  oont£st ;  for  I  know  that,  if  we  sue- 
oeed,  I  shall  bold  over  the  head  of  those  who 
■neceed  the  present  incumbent,  a  rod,  which 
they  will  not  dare,  even  if  they  had  the  incli' 
nation,  to  disobey.  They  will  tremble  at  the 
punishment  of  their  predecessors.  Sir,  if  we 
tooceed,  we  shall  restore  the  constitnljon — we 
shall  redress  the  injury  done  to  the  people — we 
shall  regenerate  the  eonntry.  If  the  Adminis- 
tration which  ensues  shall  be  as  bad  as  the 
character  of  the  opposbg  candidate  (General 
Jackson)  is  represented  by  hia  bitterest  foes  to 
be,  still  I  had  rather  it  were  in  the  seat  of 

Ewer  than  the  present  dynasty,  because  it  will 
re  been  fiurly  elected.  The  ibuntaln  of  its 
authority  will  not  have  been  poisoned  at  the 
source.  But,  sir,  if  we  perish  under  the  spas- 
modic efforts  of  those  now  in  power  to  rein- 
state themselves  on  the  throne,  oor  fate  will  be 
a  sacred  one — and  who  would  wish  to  survive 
it! — there  will  be  nothing  left  in  the  country 
worth  any  man's  possession.  I^  after  such  an 
^>peal  as  has  been  made  to  the  people,  and  a 
majority  has  been  brought  into  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Congress,  this  Administration 
shall  be  able  to  triumph,  it  will  prove  that 
there  is  a  rottenness  In  our  institutions,  which 
ought  to  render  them  unworthy  of  any  man's 
regard — Mr,  my  "  chnrohyard  cough  "  gives  me 
the  solemn  warning,  that,  whatever  part  I  shall 
take  in  the  chase,  I  may  fail  of  beinc  in  at  the 
death — I  should  think  myself  the  basest  and 
the  meanest  of  men — I  core  not  wh%t  the  opin- 
ion of  the  world  might  be — I  should  know  my- 
self to  be  a  scoundrel,  and  should  not  core  who 
else  knew  it,  if  I  conld  permit  any  motjve, 
ctmneoted  with  the  division  of  the  spoil,  to 
mingle  in  this  matter  with  my  poor,  but  best 
exertions  for  the  welfare  of  my  country.  If 
gentlemen  suppose  I  am  giving  pledges,  they 
ore  mistakeo — I  give  none — they  are  entitled 
to  none — and  I  give  none.  Sir,  I  shall  retire 
upon  my  own  resources — I  will  go  back  to  the 
bosom  of  my  constituenta— to  such  constitu- 


ents as  man  never  had  before,  and  never  will 
have  aguu — and  I  shall  receive  from  them  the 
only  reward  that  I  ever  looked  for,  but  the 
highest  that  man  can  receive — the  universal 
eipreasion  of  their  aoprobation — of  their  thanks. 
I  shall  read  it  in  Uieir  beaming  faces— I  shall 
feel  it  in  their  gratalsting  hands.  The  veir 
children  will  climb  around  my  knees  to  wel- 
come me.  And  shall  I  give  up  them,  and  thist 
^d  for  whatt  For  the  heartless  amusements, 
and  vapid  pleasures,  and  tarnished  honors,  of 
this  abode  of  splendid  misery,  and  of  sliabby 
splendor  t  For  a  clerkship  in  the  War  Office, 
or  a  Foreign  Misaioo,  to  dance  attendance 
abroad,  instead  of  at  home — or  even  for  a  De- 
partment itaelfl  Sir,  thirty  years  make  sad 
changes  in  a  man.  When  I  first  was  honored 
with  their  confidence,  I  was  a  very  young 
man,  and  mj  conatitnento  stood  in  almost  pa- 
rental relation  to  me,  and  I  recoived  from  them 
the  indulgence  of  a  beloved  son.  Bat  the  old 
patriarohs  of  that  day  have  been  gathered  to 
their  fathers — some  adults  remain,  whom  I  look 
upon  as  my  brethren ;  bnt  the  far  greater  part 
were  chUifren — little  children — or  have  come 
into  the  world  since  my  public  life  began.  I 
know  among  them  srandf^thers,  end  men  mus- 
ter-free, who  were  boys  at  school,  when  I  first 
took  my  seat  in  Oongress.  Time,  the  micbty 
reformer  and  innovator,  has  silently  sad  uow- 
ly,  but  surely,  changed  the  relation  between 
us ;  and  I  now  stand  to  them,  in  loco  partntU, 
in  the  place  of  a  father,  and  receive  m>m  them 
a  truly  filial  reverence  and  regard.  Tea,  sir, 
they  are  my  children — who  resent,  with  the 
quick  love  of  children,  all  my  wrongs,  real  or 
supposed.  To  them  1  shall  retnm,  if  we  are 
defeated,  for  all  of  consolation  that  awaits  me 
on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  feel  that  I  hang  to 
existence  but  by  a  single  hair — that  the  sword 
of  Damoclea  is  suspended  over  me. 

If  we  succeed,  we  shall  have  given  a  new 
lease  to  the  life  of  the  oonstitntion.  Bu^ 
shonld  we  fail,  I  warn  gentlemen  not  to  pour 
out  their  regrets  on  General  Jackson.  He  will 
be  the  first  to  disdain  thorn.  The  object  of  onr 
cause  has  been,  not  to  raise  Andrew  Jackson  to 
the  Presidency — be  his  merits  what  they  may 
— its  object  has  been  the  signal  and  condign 
punishment  of  those  public  servants,  on  whom, ' 
if  they  be  not  guilty,  the  very  strongest  suspl- 
don  of  guilt  must  ever  justly  rest; 

SiTUSDiY,  February  S. 
EelnnchmtnL 

The  House  then  resumed  the  oonsideratlon 
of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  OHtLTOX,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  Ibereto  by  itt.  Blaju,  aa 
modified. 

Ur.  Skbobakt  said  he  ^onld  be  sorry  to 
have  it  known  how  much  difficulty  ho  had  had 
to  overcome  the  repugnance  he  felt  to  mak-e  any 
demand  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Honse  in  this  debate.  If  known  to  others,  to 
the  extent  he  had  felt  it  himself  be  was  ofhud 
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It  would  be  deemed  an  abxolute  neakneM.  He 
had  been,  for  some  time,  he  said,  oat  of  the 
House.  Great  obsngeB  had  token  place  in  its 
composition  during  tliat  period.  There  were 
many  members  to  whom  he  was  a  stranger.  It 
■eemed  t«  him  alfto,  that  there  was  a  change  in 
the  kind  of  demand  tbey  made  on  each  other. 
Nothing  appeared  to  him  likely  to  engase  the 
attention  of  tbe  Honae~jndgiDg  fram  wnat  he 
hod  witnessed — miless  it  waa  pianant,  bighlj 
•esBoned,  and  pointed  with  individual  and  per- 
■onal  allndon.  For  this,  be  was  neither  pre- 
pared nor  qoaliGed.  Be  would  take  up  aa  little 
time  as  possible,  and,  as  far  as  he  coold,  would 
BToid  all  topics  that  were  likely  to  irritate  and 
infiame.    He  would  not  here  treat  of  the  great 


a  decided  opinion.    If  tonched 
would  be  incidentally,  as  the  natnral  conse- 

Sienoe  of  remarks  upon  the  snbject  before  tbe 
oQse,  and  of  the  facts  be  should  have  to  state, 
and  not  as  a  principal  point. 

It  was  one  thing,  ha  said,  to  offer  a  resoln- 
tion  like  that  nnder  consideration,  and  another 
to  vote  npon  It  after  it  bad  been  offered.  The 
gentleman  from  Kontnoky,  he  hoped,  wonld 
consider  him  as  speaking  with  entire  respect 
for  bis  motjves  and  views.  Bat,  for  himself, 
he  miut  say,  that  be  (Mr.  B.)  would  not  have 
offered  the  reeolution ;  yet,  being  brought  for- 
ward, be  wonld  not  vote  to  lay  it  npon  tbe 
table,  nor  to  make  any  other  disposition  of  it, 
tliat  wonld  prevent  the  proposed  ioqiiiry  from 
having  a  full  discussion  and  tree  course.  The 
reasons  for  both  these  condnsioha  appeared  to 
him  to  be  perfeotlj  satisfactory. 

He  would  not,  be  said,  have  proposed  saoh  ft 
reeolntion,  because  he  tbonght  it  must  be  un- 
availing. It  waa  too  extensive  for  any  practi- 
cal purpose— it  aimed  at  too  much.  It  em- 
braced the  whole  business  of  Congress.  It 
was  our  duty,  be  said,  to  take  care  that  the 
poblio  aff^rs  were  carried  on,  in  tbe  most 

C 'table  manner  for  tbe  people,  and  with  the 
public  burthen.  And  this  was  not  pe- 
onliarly  tbe  duty  of  Congress  at  any  one  time, 
but  at  all  times.    It  was  the  great  end  and  ob- 

tt  of  oar  labors  and  our  care,  and  ought  to 
of  daily  application  by  all  of  ns.  He  thought 
it  too  much,  to  devolve  upon  a  single  commit- 
tee the  whole  of  that  which  was  t£e  common 
oonoem  and  care  of  Congress. 

He  thought  it  unnecessary.  Every  inqnirj' 
proposed  by  ibis  resolution,  was  already  pro- 
vided for,  in  accordance  with  tbe  duty  of  tbe 
HOQs^  by  tbe  appointment  of  committees,  to 
give  ^ect  to  the  great  guards  of  tbe  constitu- 
tioo,  within  tbeir  respective  spheres.  No  mon- 
ey can  be  drawn  from  tbe  Treasury,  but  in  pur- 
suance of  appropriations  made  by  law.  No 
officer  can  be  appointed,  but  under  the  antbor- 
ity  of  the  constitution  or  the  laws.  No  salary 
can  be  affixed  to  an  office  but  by  the  same  war- 
rant.   The  C<niimittee  of  Ways  and  Ueana — a 


standing  committee  of  the  House — acts  npMi 
estimates  fiimisbed  by  every  department  of  tbe 
Government.  When  called  upon  to  repwt  im- 
propriations, they  compare  these  estimates  wiik 
existiDg  laws  and  eiuting  exisencies,  and  re- 
port amy  such  aa  are  justified  by  law.  'Vben 
they  report  the  appropriation  billa,  each  item 
of  them  is  snbject  to  the  revision  of  evoy 
member  of  this  Hoase.  Tbe  annual  appropria- 
tion bill  brings  every  thin^  under  review.  Tbe 
House  itself  is  to  examine  m  detail,  and  see  that 
all  is  in  conformity  with  the  law.  Have  v« 
not,  too,  committees  on  tbe  ezpeDditures  cf 
each  D^>artment?  And  a  Committee  on  the 
Public  Expenditures,  to  make  a  biennial  extan- 
ination,  and  see  that  tbe  moneys  have  bem 
ftulhfiilly  applied,  according  to  the  appnqtris- 
tions,  and  fully  accounted  ftr  ?  He  weald  aid 
speak  at  present  of  the  manner  in  which  Con- 
gress makes  appropriations,  nor  bow  they  an 
to  be  accounted  for,  particularly  the  contingent 
fnnd  of  this  House,  or  of  any  of  the  Depsrt- 
ments.  Bat  be  would  say  this — if  there  be  any 
appointment  not  authorized  by  law,  or  any  Bti- 
ary  paid,  which  tbe  law  does  not  autboriie,  let 
the  specific  abuse  be  pointed  ont,  and  tra«ed  to 
its  source,  so  that  the  offence  and  the  ofioidcr 
may  be  known.    He  knew  of  none  such. 

There  was  still  another  reason  why  he  should 
not  have  brought  forward  such  a  reeolution— 
he  spoke  sinc^«ly,  and,  after  listening  to  tim 
debat«,  as  well  as  making  some  examioiticin 
for  himself — there  was  no  basis  laid  for  th« 
resolution,  as  there  ought  to  Iw,  by  ihotri:^ 
that  there  was  abuse  or  extravagant  expand 
ture,  or  such  a  state  of  thinsa  as  rendered  i 
general  inquiry  necessary,  either  for  the  for- 
pose  of  immediate  oorreetion,  or,  as  had  b«en 
intimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  pn>- 
pitioDB  moment.  The  structure  of  this  Got- 
emment  ww  not  the  work  of  a  day.  He  did 
not  speak  of  the  oonstitution,  but  of  the  fsbie 
which  bad  been  ooustracted  under  tbe  cwrti- 
tation,  for  effectuating  its  great  purpoau.  It 
had  not  been  built  np  at  one  time,  but  by  iw- 
cassive  and  continued  exertions  of  suoceiBTS 
Legislatures.  It  was  not  the  work  of  one  party 
but  of  ail  tbe  parties  which  had  existed  in  Hw 
United  States.  Begun  by  one,  extended  ari 
enlarged  by  another ;  at  one  time,  perhapis 
carried  too  far,  and  then  somewhat  ivdaeed,  n 
as  to  adapt  it  to  the  state  of  the  oountir.  Bnt 
in  snob  redaction,  always  following  the  miy 
course  that  can  lead  to  any  practical  mult— 
that  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  and  piece  by 
piece.  It  was  not  now  tbe  possesion  of  oat 
set  of  men,  nor  of  one  party,  but  of  tbe  wbole 

Seople  of  the  United  States,  by  whoso  inuae- 
iate  Representatives  it  had  thus  been  con- 
structed.   Tbe  l^slatare  was  created  by  iht 


lisbed  by  the  constitution.  The  snbordinsle 
officers  have  been  created  by  Congress,  and  in- 
creased ftcoording  to  the  growing  wants  c<  tliii 
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expanding  nation.  Their  jmj  and  emolmnents 
have  been  fixed  bf  Oongress.  Even  the  onm- 
ber  of  clerks  in  each  Department,  and  the  paj 
of  erery  olerk,  is  regnlated  and  aKerUined  by 
law.  It  had,  iDdecd,  been  remarked  b/  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Kahdolph,)  that 
the  contingent  expensea  of  this  House  had  in- 
ereosed  in  a  mocli  greater  ratio  than  its  nnm- 
bera ;  that,  in  twenty  years,  the  nnmbera  of 
the  memben  had  only  donbled,  and  the  ei- 
peaiea  were  nearly  quadrupled.  This  matter 
u  entirely  under  the  regnlation  of  the  Honiie. 
If  the  expense  be  too  great,  let  it  be  checked 
and  controlled,  by  limiting,  if  it  be  possible, 
those  branches  of  service  which  occasion  the 
expense.  Bnt  he  did  not  beliere  the  nnmerioal 
argnment  precisely  correct,  or  that,  in  this 
case,  2  and  3  would  neoessanly  only  make  four. 
IVhen  it  was  considered  that  this  confederation 
now  Mnbraced  twenty  fonr  States,  and  three 
Twritories ;  when  we  considered  the  extent  uf 
the  country,  and  the  niaoe  through  which  in- 
formation was  to  be  diffuMd ;  ho  thought  it 
wonld  be  a  great  error  to  suppose  the  expenses 
would  increase  only  according  to  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  Kcpre^ntatives.  He  rather 
thought,  that,  like  the  price  of  plate,  glass,  or 
diamonds,  thoy  would  increaM  in  somewhat  of 
a  geometrical  ratio.  The  greater  part  of  tlie 
upensa,  however,  it  was  obvious  was  incurred 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  information,  and  this 
was  an  object  of  too  much  importance  te  be 
lacrificed  for  the  purpose  of  savmg  expense. 

The  establishments  of  the  oeuotry  had  been 
formed  in  the  same  way-^the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  foreign  intercourse.  On  what  basis  do 
titey  stand!  Each  on  the  footing  upon  which 
it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Congress, 
after  earefblly  considering  what  tbe  pnblic  sor- 
yice  required,  and  what  tney  were  respectively 
worth.  There  may  have  been  error — nothing 
hnman  is  exempt  from  liability  to  error.  Some- 
times, however,  it  is  imputed  with  anjnst  se- 
Terity.  But,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  pointed 
out,  examined,  and  corrected.  There  let  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  apply  tbe  remedy,  at  the 
point  where  the  evil  exists. 

l^re  was  an  additional  reason  why  he 
would  not  have  offered  such  a  resolution,  and 
specially  at  tbe  present  moment.  He  wonld 
state  it  freely.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  say,  that  be  had  no  doubt  the  reso- 
Intion  was  iUrly  and  honestly  meant,  and  for 
the  direct  porposo  for  which  the  mover  himself 
bad  stated.  He  (the  mover)  thought,  and  some 
of  his  constituents  thought,  that  Utere  were 
points  iu  which  reform  was  neoeasary,  and  that 
tbey  might  be  embraoed  by  a  general  inquiry. 
Bot  his  (Ur.  a.'s)  objeotioa  to  himself  bringing 
forward  snch  a  resolution  was  this :  a  generu 
allegation  of  extravagance  and  abnse,  such  as 
tiie  resolution  seems  to  apply,  cannot  be  ac- 
curately and  satisfactorily  met.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, whatever  may  be  the  fact,  to  give  it  a  dft- 
moDBtrative  refatatlon,  because  it  presente  no 


specific  subject  for  discussion.  It  may  do  harm : 
it  is  calculated  to  spread  abroad  an  opinion  that 
abnse  and  extravagance  exist,  and  are  allowed 
here,  at  the  seat  of  Govemmeut,  under  the  very 
eye  of  Gongreas.  It  was  calculated  to  weaken 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Govern- 
ments—not to  the  Administration — he  did  not 
mean  that — not  to  this  set  of  men  in  power,  or 
to  that  set  of  men — hut  to  the  Government  it- 
self; and  to  give  point  to  an  inquiry  he  had 
seen  in  •  newspi^wr  with  great  regret — of  what 
advantage  or  use  is  this  Oovermnent  to  the 
people! — This  is  especially  the  case  whei;  the 
altegatiou  includes  ourselves. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  resolution  to  which 
be  hod  the  strongest  repugnance  as  a  subject  of 
discussion.  He  never  had  discussed  it,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  ever  wonld.  He  referred  to 
the  inquiry  about  our  own  pay.  The  amoaat 
of  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  has  never 
been  altered  but  once  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  (Ur.  Rammilpb — Twice.)  Twice 
altered  the  mode  of  compensation,  the  amount 
bot  oooe.  The  per  diem  now  allowed  was  in- 
tended to  be  about  equal  in  sobstanoe  (he  had 
no  exact  calculation)  to  the  per  annum  allowed 
by  the  compensation  law.  Two  dollars  a  day 
and  no  more  had  been  added  to  the  pay  flxea 
at  the  organization  of  the  Government.  This 
could  not  be  deemed  an  extravagant  or  exor- 
bitant addition.  He  looked  back,  he  said,  to 
the  period  of  that  law  (compensation  law)  with 
great  regret.  Not  that  he  thought  the  per  an- 
num compensation  injurious  in  principle,  or 
wrong  in  amount,  but  he  r^;retted  extremely 
that  the  public  mind  should  have  been  agitatea 
as  it  was  by  such  a  question.  He  would  rather 
have  foregone  any  advantage  tohimself.  No : 
the  advantage  was  not  worth  estimating — he 
would  rather  have  foregone  the  whole  pay  for 
the  time,  than  have  been  instrumental  in  fhr- 
nishlng  such  a  cause  for  regret. 

Matters  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  neces- 
sarily sounded  in  figures.  He  would  not  con- 
tradict those  who  seemed  to  think  that  even, 
figures  might  deceive;  but  he  would  say  that 
he  did  not  know  how  snch  a  subject  coald  be 
understood  without  resorting  to  them.  It  was 
a  matter  of  calculation  after  all ;  and  nothing 
bnt  calculation,  however  tedious  the  prooess, 
would  read  to  sure  results.  He  did  not  intend 
to  restrict  himself,  in  this  inqniry,  to  the  term 
of  the  present  Administration.  Beginning 
with  the  peace,  when  the  nation  was  liberated 
from  the  extraordinary  demands  of  war,  be 
would  embrace  the  whole  period  of  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, (which  one  gentleman  bad  said 
he  thought  was  wastefHil  and  prodigal,)  and  as 
much  of  the  time  of  the  present  Administration 
as  had  already  expired,  in  order  to  show  that 
there  had  been,  and  still  continued  to  be,  a 
wise  and  economical  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  conntry.  What  haa  been  accomplished 
during  that  period) 

From  the  Treeoory  report  of  1810,  it  app^tn 
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that  th«  pablio  debt  wa»  tbeu  eatimated  (SOth 
Beptember,  1S15)  at         -       |119,636,56S  46 

"Bubjeot,"  the  reports  adds, 
"to  eoiulderable  chaiigM  and 
additions,"  estimated  at    -  7,000,000  00 


Maldng  a  total  of    -        tlflS,  686,558  46 


There  were,  besides,  large  floating  claims 

Kning  out  of  the  war,  fbr  whidi  Congress 
been  obliged,  from  time  to  time,  to  make 
provision.  The  pnblio  debt,  therefore,  in  Jan- 
oary,  1816,  was.  In  round  nnnibers,  one  hundred 
and  twentj  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
What  la  it  nowt  Nominallx,  sixtf-seven  mil- 
lions. But,  of  thb  aggregate,  seven  miUions 
were  the  anbscriplion  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  we  have  the  same  amount  in 
stock  of  equal  or  of  greater  value.  Deduct  that 
■am,  and  the  total  debt  is  but  liitj  miUionfl. 
")  that,  dnring  the  period  of  about  twelve 


erected,  dnring  the  same  time,  a  debt  of  five 
millionB  of  doltarB  to  pnrchaae  Florida — that  is. 
to  pay  the  clums  of  our  own  citizens,  stipalat«a 


ought  to  be,  there  is  an  aggregate  of  seventy- 
one  millions,  or  Dearly  lii  millions  of  dollars  a 
year,  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  besides 
paying  the  interest  of  the  debt,  tne  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  making  Utieral  provisions 
for  the  public  Bervioc  This  is  something.  But 
maoh  more  had  been  done.  For  whst  ne  was 
about  to  say,  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  year 
1816.  At  the  head  of  that  committee  was  a 
gendeman  who  could  not  be  remembered  with- 
out feelings  of  deep  regret  at  the  public  loss 
sustained  by  his  early  death.  He  possessed,  in 
an  nocommon  degree,  the  confidence  of  this 
Honse,  and  he  well  deserved  it  With  so  mnch 
knowledge,  and  with  powers  which  enablad 
hun  to  delight  and  to  tnstrnct  the  Uooae,  there 
was  unitea  so  much  gentleness  and  kindness, 
and  such  real  unaffected  modesty,  that  you 
were  already  prepared  to  be  subdned  before  he 
exerted  his  couunanding  powers  of  argnment. 
He  spoke,  he  said,  of  the  public  loss.  As  to 
the  individual  himself;  <the  late  WUlIam 
Lowndes,  of  Sontb  Oarolina,)  be  had  lived 
long  enough  to  aoqnire  the  best  possible  repn- 
tatjon — a  reputation  earned  bf  a  well-spent 
life.  But  to  return  to  the  immediate  subject. 
It  appeared  from  the  report^  that,  at  the  period 
referred  to,  (1816,)  there  was  a  direct  tax  of 
more  than  five  millions  and  a  half;  there 
were  internal  toxea,  consisting  of  licenses  to 
distillers,  tax  on  carriages,  licenses  to  retailers, 
auction  duties,  tax  on  furnitnre,  on  manufao- 
tnres,  excise  on  dbtilted  spirits,  and  increased 
postage  to  tlie  amount  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  millions 


and  a  half  of  dollars.  Fromall  tJiis  wwgbtof 
burthen,  the  people  of  this  country  had  beta 
relieved.  Above  twelve  millions  and  a  hdf 
of  revenue  had  been  surrendered.  Tet  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  amounting,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  period,  to  more  than  rai  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  had  been  duly  pui; 
the  claims  growing  out  of  the  war,  of  rerj 
large  smonnt,  had  been  paid ;  the  Army  exiab- 
liahment  supported ;  the  Navy  maintained 
and  augmented ;  a  8yst«m  of  fortifleatiiHU  es- 
tablished and  prosecuted,  eommensomte  with 
the  wants  of  the  country ;  the  claims  nndsrtlie 
treaty  with  Spain  had  tieen  satisfied ;  the  i^- 
nlar  <^)erations  of  the  Government  carried  on ; 
and,  berides  occasional  appropriations  by  Con- 
gress, a  permanent  provision  (a  heavy  draught 
on  the  Treasury  but  well  applied)  had  bea 
made  for  adding  to  the  comforts  of  the  de- 
clining years  of  Uie  veterans  of  the  Revolutiai, 
Something,  not  inconsiderable,  too,  bad  bem 
done  in  internal  improvement.  And,  dnriiif 
the  same  period  as  he  had  already  staled,  sev- 
enty millions  had  been  paid  off  of  the  priucipil 
of  the  pnblio  debt.  Of  this  omonnt  he  thoo^ 
it  proper  to  add,  more  than  sixteen  milUoa* 
(principal  of  the  public  debt)  had  been  pail 
dnring  the  present  Administration. 

A  Government  which  has  effected  thi^  be 
Bt^d,  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  the  pnuse 
of  being  wise  and  economical,  at  least  until  tbe 
contrary  appeared  by  some  proof  of  experioics. 
And  what  is  onr  poation  now !  There  it  no 
internal  tax,  no  direct  bnrthen — the  eipenaei 
of  our  Government  are  entirely  defl^yed  bj 
the  indirect  taxation  of  the  customs.  Ve  an 
in  Ilie  full  enjoyment  of  civil,  relipoua,  and  pt^ 
ical  liberty,  to  an  extent  without  example;  ind 
last,  not  least,  there  is  as  mnch  abstinoioe  ob 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  powers  over  individuals,  as  can  posably  be 
observed ;  much  mater  than  any  known  Gor- 
emment  ever  di^  or  now  does  observe.  We 
enjoy  under  it  ample  protection,  and  yet  m 
never  feel  it«  pressure.  We  know  of  iM  emt- 
eneo  only  by  the  I>enefit8  it  confers. 

Ont  of  the  income  and  revenue  of  the  coaa- 
try,  ton  miUions  a  year  are  irrevocably  deetiiied 
as  a  sinking  fund,  to  extinguish  the  pabhcdebt 
The  process  is  rapidly  going  on.  He  woali 
repeat  the  aoonrate  and  satisfactory  Gtstement 
which  had  been  made  by  his  colleague,  (Hr. 
SrtwABt.)  The  annual  appropriation  b  nw* 
than  safficient  to  pay  off  the  dents  at  tbe  pencil 
when,  by  the  terms  of  the  several  loins,  iti* 
redeemable.  The  whole  mar  be  paid  off  in  the 
year  1B96,  and  a  large  anrplna  aconmnlated  ii 
the  Treasury.  After  that  period,  the  prtM^t 
revenue  will  exceed,  by  at  least  ten  miluoof » 
dollars,  the  wants  of  the  Govenunent,  and  mv 
be  acoordln^^y  rednoed.  Sndi  is  our  «»£■ 
tion,  and  anoh  our  prospects. 

But  there  is  other  proo^  more  prerise,  sn^^ 
some  respeota,  more  satisfaotoiy,  npcm  "" 
point  of  wise  eoiKion^.  What  are  the  tc« 
expenditures  of  the  GorenunMt,  the  pii« 
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«bt  indnded  t  Let  ns  take  the  year  1S2S.  It 
flbrds  a  better  basis  than  the  jeax  jnat  endc ' 
«auue  it  IB  all  matter  of  «xaot  knowledge,  ai 
a  part  estimated.  The  whole  ezpeuditare  is 
bont  tweotj-fonr  millions  of  doIlarB.  Tlie 
opnlation  of  the  United  States  at  the  present 
loment  ia  not  exactly  known.  Bat,  upon  the 
ivest  estimate  that  oan  be  reasonably  formed, 
his  expenditure  is  less  than  two  doUars  for 
ftch  indiTidnst  oomposing  it.  How  then  can 
;  be  Bnppoied,  as  it  seemed  to  be  by  the  gea- 
leman  ftom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ftotc,)  that  the 
omparison  with  other  oonntries  wontd  be  disad- 
antageons  to  ns  t  There  is  no  comparison  tn 
Iw  ease.  Tttke  the  Goremment  of  England, 
IT  example.  The  taxation  tijere,  aocon&g  to 
Im  latest  statement  I  have  seen,  taking  an 
TMwe  of  fire  years,  ending  in  1828,  is  no  lees 
ban  fifty-three  mimons  sterling,  and  the  pa- 
DOhial  taxes  are  stated  at  seven  millions  more, 
taking  a  total  of  dzty  millions.    This  is  equal 


wn  dollars  a  head.  But  he  onderstood  the 
Mmber  Jrom  Yirginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  say,  that 
re  must  add  the  expense  of  oar  State  GoTem- 
tents  and  Io4m1  charges,  and,  these  being  added, 
VT  GoTemment  wonld  appesr  to  be  an  ex- 
endve  one.  In  the  State  which  he  (Mr.  S.) 
ad  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  were 
o  taxes  Ibr  the  support  of  GoTernment.  The 
nly  State  taxes  existing,  were  some  which 
•d  been  recently  Imposed,  for  the  parpos«  of 
irrying  on  a  great  system  of  beneficial  im- 
roTemmt,  which  ooold  not,  with  any  pro- 
riety,  ent«r  into  the  oftlculation.  The  proper 
tpenses  of  tbe  State  Oovermnent  did  not,  ac- 
Drding  to  his  recollection — he  spoke  merely 
vm  memory — exceed  ten  or  fifteen  cents  for 
koh  of  the  people.  As  to  loesl  charges  of 
■rions  kinds,  it  wonld  be  soffioient  to  say, 
>at,  if  tbey  were  to  be  added  on  one  ude,  they 
mst  also,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  oomparison,  be 
Ided  on  the  other.  They  eiisted  everywhere, 
r  we  pay  in  onr  cities  and  towns  for  paving,  light- 
>g  and  cleansing,  are  they  exempt  from  similar 
barges  in  England  ?  If  we  pay  for  water,  do 
ot  they  pay  too  ?  These  chaises  are,  in  facU 
nly  eqaivalents  for  comforts  we  obtain,  ana 
rhieh  are  better  and  more  cheaply  obtained 
y  oommon  contribution.  No  one  is  exempt 
tmi  them.  He  who  lives  in  the  country  most 
ither  for^o  theee  things  (some  of  them  he 
unot  dispense  with)  or  procure  them  at  his 
mi  expense.  He  most  sink  hb  own  well  to 
Bt  water,  and  it  will  cost  him  more.  He  mnst 
0  RDliRfated  in  the  dark,  or  he  must  carry  his 
wn  li^t.  He  most  make  his  own  path.  If 
e  oome  to  a  place  where  he  cannot  pnt  down 
k  foot,  he  mnst  himself  lay  down  a  log  or  a 
tone  to  step  npon.     He  repeated,  therefore. 


beqdy  had  in  any  other  way.  They  were  no 
tat  (rf'  the  present  calculation.  He  then  said 
his  wu  &r  the  cheapest  Government— 4t  made 


less  exactioDS  of  any  sort  from  the  citiieiL. 
'  This  was  a  fair  ground  for  presuming  that  it 
was  not  wasteftil  or  extravagant. 

Now,  sir,  sud  he,  let  as  see  how  this  annnal 
expenditore  is  distributed.  That  will  be  oomina 
nearer  t«  the  very  point  in  qnestion,  and  will  af- 
ford satisfactory  information.  The  total  espen- 
diture,  r^eeting  fractions,  was  twenty-fonr  mil- 
lions. Of  this  amount,  neariy  one-half,  that  ia, 
eleven  millions,  were  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pnblio  debt. 
For  the  military  establishment,  including  forti- 
fications and  mlitary  pensions,  six  millions  two 
hnndred  thonsand  doUars.  For  the  navy  fonr 
millions  two  hnndred  thonsand  dollars.  All 
these  are  expenditures  necessary  for  carrying 
into  effect  laws  made  npon  deliberate  oonnder- 
atlon,  and  tbey  will  oontinne  to  be  neoeeaary 
nnljl  Congress,  upon  the  same  deliberatioa,  shall 
think  proper  to  induce  these  establishmenta,  or, 
(which  will  q>eedily  arrive,)  the  pnbUo  debt 
shall  be  paid  off.  When  tiut  day  comas,  tike 
necessary  expenditure,  and  of  oodtm  the  reqnl- 
nte  revenue,  will  be  redoced  nearly  one-half. 
For  the  civil,  diplomatic  and  misoellaneona  ex< 
penditnre  of  the  Government,  it  appears^  Uiere- 
fore.  that  there  is  len  only  abont  two  millions 
lax  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  a  little  mora 
than  one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  expenditnre. 

This  expenditure^  of  a  little  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  or  rather  more 
than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  expenditure,  pro- 
vides for  the  following  objects :  The  whole  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  Union  fif  twenty-fonr 
States,  ciontiugent  expenses  included :  the  whole 
of  the  Executive,  iocinding  the  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  DepartmeDts ;  the  expenses  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  covering  a  greater 
extent  of  territory  and  diffusing  a  gieatw 
amonnt  of  accommodation  than  any  otherknown 
estahlishment  of  that  kind :  the  snrveying  of 
the  pnblic  lands:  the  Mint  establishment  of 
the  United  States :  the  Governments  of  three 
territories :  the  whole  Jndioiary  of  the  United 
States:  the  ligbt-bonee  establishment:  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  our  foreign  inter- 
course, and  some  miscellaneons  Hems,  whiob, 
not  bMon^ng  properly  to  any  other  head,  an 
placed  under  this. 

Is  it  not  rather  amariug  that  a  Govemment^ 
extending  over  twenty-fonr  States  uid  Area 
Territories,  embradng  so  large  a  space^  and  so 

Cat  a  population,  and  providing  adequately 
all,  sboold  be  carried  on  at  so  small  an  ez< 
pensef  In  other  oarts  of  the  wmH  it  wonld 
soaroely  he  creditea.  It  does  the  highest  honor 
to  the  GoTermnent,  Congress  included.  It 
seems  to  me  to  show,  most  satisfactorilv,  that 
tlte  GoTomment,  instituted  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people,  has,  up  to  this  moment,  been 
true  to  its  appropriate  and  charaoteristio  prin- 
ciple, of  promoting  the  public  welfare — and 
that  instead  ot  being  surrounded,  as  some  have 
appeared  to  imagine,  by  extravagance  and 
abuses^  we  are  still  in  the  pore  days  of  tha 
Bepnblio.    If  hereafter,  abases  ahoold  ooou; 
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if  cormptiona  shoald  grow  np,  aod  oar  iiUiCitii- 
tioDB  bo  perverted  and  overthrown,  tbe  patriot 
— for  even  then  there  will  be  patriots— will 
look  bitck  to  our  time  with  mingled  admiration 
and  regret,  as  a  portion  of  the  h^pj  and  hon- 
est period  of  onr  hiBtoiy, 

He  aud  he  bad  been  verj  mach  struck  with 
a  remark  made  bj  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was 
obliged  to  dengnate  as  one  of  the  Oppo^tion — 
that  this  was  not  a  &vorable  time  for  retrench- 
ment. If  retrenchment  were  neoessary  he  (Mr. 
8.)  thought  that  there  could  be  no  more  ftvor- 
able  time.  The  people  could  never  have  higher 
■ecnrit7  than  they  now  have.  For  we  are  snre 
that  this  Admimstration  will  be  closely  watch- 
ed, and  that  no  error,  however  alieht,  will  be 
left  undetected  and  nneiposed.  There  ia  the 
moat  nnceosing  vigilance.  There  has  not  been, 
there  will  not  be,  a  single  particnlar,  that  will 
eaoiq>e  the  watchfal  attention  of  CongreeB.  He 
did  not  mean  to  saj  that  its  vigiumce  ever 
■lumbered.  But,  assuredly,  it  can  never  be 
more  wide  awake  and  active  than  when  stimO' 
lated,  as  it  now  is,  by  the  feelings  which  are 
admitted  to  exist  There  is  all  the  ordinuy 
vigilance  and  something  more.  How  then  can 
abuse,  always  obnozloua  to  the  censure  of  Con- 
gress, hope,  at  Uiia  time  particularly,  to  escape 
examination  and  exposure  1  How  can  it  be 
believed  that  it  has  so  escaped  ? 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  why  he 
wonld  not  have  felt  himself  bound  to  offer  snch 
a  resolution.  They  were  not  reosoua  for  op- 
posing it  wheii  offered  by  another,  but  rather 
for  giving  it  the  follest  and  freest  course.  If, 
In  any  quarter  of  the  country,  tliere  is  an  im- 
pression of  eitravagaoce  or  ^use,  let  it  be  re- 
moved. I^  said  he,  any  member  of  this  House 
desires  to  institute  a  general  inquiry,  however 
nnpromising  I  may  think  it  on  account  of  its 
aiming  at  too  mnch,  I,  for  one,  will  not  with- 
hold from  him  tbe  opportunity,  tliongh  tlie  mere 
inquiry  seems  to  imply  a  censure  upon  the 
Oovemment  or  upon  some  branch  of  it.  Snch 
an  investigation  is  a  very  weighty  one.  It  re- 
quires a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  tJie  Government,  and  of  ail  its  parts. 
But  I  cannot  ngree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  8oiitb  Caro- 
lina, that  it  requires  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  Executive,  nor  any  co-operation  at  all. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  who  last 
addressed  the  House,  (Ur.  Hauh-tom,]  saya  the 
keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in  the  hanos  of  the 
Executive,  and  ho  speaks  of  the  Executive  as 
occupying  s  fortress  inaccessible  to  na  without 
his  leave.  Sir,  the  keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in 
tbe  bands  of  this  House,  lodged  there  by  the 
constitution.  The  keys  of  every  Department 
are  in  the  hands  of  this  House.  Not  an  av- 
enue, part,  or  place  in  the  Govemmeut,  that  is 
not  open  to  us,  when  we  command  it  to  be 
open.  We  have  an  unlimited  power  to  enter, 
examine,  and  inquire  .  We  are  not  obliged  to 
trust  to  what  any  one  may  tell  us,  nor  to  adopt 
tbe  representatioD  of  any  Head  of  a  Depart- 


ment. I  acknowledge — end  if  the  Admiuiitav 
tion  were  to  be  changed  to-morrow,  I  wonld 
nittke  the  same  acknowledgment— I  do  le- 
knowledge  that  one  conoesdon  oDEht,  in  mj 
opinion,  to  be  made — a  very  hmnble  mneet- 
sion,  indeed,  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  elevated  chancterof 


the  I 


who  fill  those  elevated  places— tba 
may  rely  upon  the  tratiiirf 
what  they  tell  us,  in  matters  of  ftcL  As  to 
opinion,  we  can  f<»in  it  for  oureelve 
than  tliis  cannot  be  supposed  o 

There  were  other  reasons,  he  said,  why  be 
had  not  voted  to  lay  the  resolution  npou  Ibi 
table  and  would  not  do  so.  Snch  a  vote  mi^ 
be  interpreted  into  evidence  of  a  di^toaition  la 
prevent  inquiry.  '  But,  eepeoially,  he  could  Dot 
consent  to  such  a  vote,  when  Uie  motion  nit 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  since  repeat- 
ed as  the  ground  of  it,  that  this  was  not  tk« 
time  for  inquiry,  retrenchment,  or  refonn. 
What  doea  this  argument  amount  tol  Vhat 
does  it  meant  It  means,  I  suppose,  whit 
others  have  said — that  it  is  not  a  pnfiliatt 
moment ;  tliat  we  cannot  expect  a  "  cordial  CO- 
operatiDn"on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  itii 
pointed,  therefore,  directly  at  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive ;  it  ia  a  charge  of  a  serious  nature,  tal- 
cnlated  to  prqjudice  the  Executive  in  the  (sti- 
mation  of  tbe  people,  and  to  bear  upon  the 
pending  election  of  President,  to  the  iiijaiy  rf 
one  of  the  candidates.  Be  could  not  give  it  his 
sanction,  because  he  knew  nothing  to  wimDt 
it  If  reform  and  retrenchment  were  pnqw 
and  necessary,  he  believed  the  present  Eieco- 
tive  would  give  na  his  aid  as  eheerfolly  andtf 
effectually  as  any  we  coald  have. 

The  gentleman  from  Bouth  Carolina  (Ur. 
HufiLTOv)  has  very  f^'ankly  given  another  Te^ 
sion  to  the  suggestion  that  this  is  not  tJie  timi. 
He  would  be  willing  now  to  collect  materisli 
for  reform  and  relTenchment,  bnt  he  would  not 
be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retreodt- 
ment.  And  why  t  Because  be  did  not  rak 
to  give  the  merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  prtaati 
Administration,  but  to  reserve  it  for  a  fotm 
Administration.  This  is  candid,  QndoDbt«dIj, 
but  it  is  unsound  doctrine.  The  gentlmu 
from  South  Carolma  will  be  obliged,  npon  rs- 
fleetion,  to  abandon  it  Is  it  conrasteot  ritb 
the  duty  we  owe. to  tho  people,  to  postpcM 
tbe  reform  of  abuses,  if  we  really  believe  it 
necessary,  in  order  that  we  may  strip  one  Ad- 
miuistririian  of  the  merit,  and  bestow  the  gUM 
of  it  upon  another  t  Is  it  not  our  Erst  da^  w  da 
what  is  required  for  promoting  the  public  fd- 
fare,  and  to  do  it  at  the  tame  when  it  i*  j*- 
quired?  Can  we  justify  ouieelves  in  delijing 
it  for  any  consideration  whatever,  much  lea 
for  such  a  one  as  that  which  had  been  stUedl 
He  thought  not  It  would  be  entirely  sf* 
riance  with  every  notion  he  bad  of  the  propa 
functions  of  Congress.  He  would  thereftrt 
say,  that,  so  far  as  die  motion  to  lay  npon  tbt 
table  was  oalonlated  to  do  injury  to  tte  p"^ 
Administration,  be  waa  oppoaed  to  it  as  IMi 
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ground.  And  with  this  dedvation  he  was  sure 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wm  ^ 
candid  to  find  on?  fsalt.  Bo  far  as  auoh  a  mo- 
tion was  c&lcalated  to  prevent  or  to  retard  io- 


woold  not  wlUingI;  place  my  obistraction  in 
the  way. 

He  aaid  he  was  not  Koing  to  enter  into  the 
oonteet  of  crimination  and  recrimination  wlli(^h 
had  been  carried  on  here.  He  felt  himself  en- 
tirely on&t  for  iL  Borne  topics,  hoireTer,  had 
been  introduced,  having  something  of  a  specific 
shape,  npon  which  he  would  tronble  the  House 
with  a  few  observationa.  The  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse of  tlie  conntrj  has  been  cnarged  with 
extravagance  and  miamanagement ;  and  with 
what  maj  perhaps  be  termed  want  of  taste  in 
its  style.  He  understood  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  contend,  that  the 
whole  character  of  our  foreign  interoonrse 
ought  to  be  changed.  If  the  allowance  to  our 
ITmisters  was  too  low,  he  (Mr.  Flotd)  woold 
agree  to  raise  it;  but  ther  should  come  home 
when  the  business  was  done.  There  should 
be  no  permanent  missions  in  other  coantries — 
no  Uinisters  remaining  abroad.  This,  said  Mr. 
8.,  would  be  an  entire  change  of  the  system 
acted  upon  br  the  Oovernment  ever  since  its 
foundation.  It  oosht  not  to  be  adopted  with- 
out being  thoroognlj  considered.  He  would 
appeal,  then,  to  the  House  whether,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  any  civilized  nation 
was  at  liberty  to  withhold,  or  refuse  the  ordi- 
nary and  ostAblished  duties  of  courtesy  and 
hospitality  ?  If  she  clum  to  be  of  the  family 
of  ciTilized  nations,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
relations  of  peace  and  commerce,  is  it  in  her 
power  to  withdraw  herself  from  aasodating 
wtdi  them,  npon  the  terms,  and  in  the  manner, 
whioh  the  common  convenience  has  settled! 
An  individual  may  shut  himself  up  in  bis  house 
— may  refuse  to  visit — may  determine  that  be 
will  neither  ^ve  nor  receive  invitations :  if  be 
do,  it  will  not  only  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
innocent  gratification  to  himself,  and  at  the  ex- 

Knse,  too,  of  many  great  advantages  to  himself 
t  it  will  he  a  positive  injnry  and  wrong  to 
society ;  for,  as  far  as  his  example  goes,  it  must, 
if  adopted,  cut  up  society  by  the  roots.  It  is 
the  same  with  nations.  No  one  can  shut  her- 
self up.  It  bos  been  the  policy  of  this  nation, 
from  the  beginning,  to  perform  her  part  in  this 
system  of  mntuu  and  friendly  intercourse. 
Ay,  sir,  said  he,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one  of  the  first  and  highest  gratifications  this 
country  ever  received,  was  the  reception  of  her 
Uinister  at  the  Court  of  Franoe — sn  act  which 
publicly  owned  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  in- 
dependent nations,  and  increased  her  moral 
power  both  at  home  and  abroad.  If  the  sys~ 
tern  is  to  be  changed,  Congress  must  do  it.  As 
long  as  it  continues,  the  duty  of  the  Eiecntive 
^  to  give  it  effect ;  and  no  blame  can  attach 
te  the  Administration  for  executing  the  provis- 
ion* of  tlieo4»iBtitntioii  and  the  laws. 


It  was  tme,  he  said,  that,  within  a  few  yean 
past,  our  diplomatic  intercourse  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  its  expenses  increased.  The  family 
of  nations  had  been  enlarged  by  the  interesting 
addition  of  the  new  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
It  was,  in  every  view,  particnlarly  interesting 
Ut  us.  They  were  new,  near,  and  valuable 
neighbors,  with  whom  we  must  have  relations, 
ana  with  whom  there  coold  be  no  donbt  it  was 
deeirahle  that  these  should  be  the  relations  of 
peace,  of  friendship,  and  mutual  good  under- 
standing. Upon  this  point,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  in  advance  of  Congress — he 
did  not  speak  hastily — the  public  sentiment 
was  in  advance  of  Congress,  and  Congress  was 
in  advance  of  the  Executive.  The  misstons 
were  not  institnted,  untU  this  House,  by  a  reso- 
lution, passed  with  almost  unexampled  una- 
nimity—(but  one  member  voted  against  it,  a 
gentleman  from  Yirginia,  not  now  a  member,) 
— until  this  House,  stimulating  the  Executive 
to  open,  the  intercourse,  pledged  itself  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  measure,  and  offered  a  liberal 
provision  for  the  expense.  There  has  been  no 
expression  unce  of  a  wish  to  abandon  or  to 
limit  that  intercourse.  Whatever  may  be  the 
expense  of  those  missions  to  the  new  States,  all 
who  read  the  new^apera,  and  know  any  thing 
of  the  nstnre  of  onr  commerciat  intercourse 
with  them — all  who  know  bow  they  are  so- 
licited, courted,  and  caressed,  by  the  European 
powers,  and  the  stmmle  that  is  carried  on  for 
their  favor — to  say  nothine  of  other  and  more 
general  considerations — wiU  see  the  importance 
of  cultivating  good  feelings  and  maintaining  a 
good  correspondence  with  them ;  and  that  we 
cannot  neglect  these  things,  without  risking 
the  loss  of  valuable  advantages.  His  own  clear 
opinion  was,  that  we  ought  to  admit  no  fair 
exertions  to  preserve  tliem,  and  that  the  mis- 
sions ought  to  be  maintained.  He  thought 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Remarks 
had  been  made  upon  the  ^  style  of  onr  foreign 
Ministers,  their  di^  particidarly.  Why,  said 
the  gentieman  fr(»n  Virginia,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  not 
let  him  appear  with  the  simplicity  of  Franklin 
and  Livingston  1  The  House  would  excuse  a 
word  in  reply.  He  (Mr.  S.)  knew  nothing  of 
the  simplicity  of  Hr.  Livingston.  That  gentie- 
man was  not  near  to  the  time  Franklin.  He 
was  appointed  to  France  soon  after  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son became  President,  he  believed  in  1601. 
But  this  he  did  know,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion, thai  be  was  a  gentieman  of  large  fortune, 
and  liberal  disposition,  accustomed  everywhere 
to  a  liberal  way  of  life,  and  that  the  liberality  of 
his  style  of  living  in  France,  was  such  as  most 
materially,  as  he  had  understood,  to  encroach 
upon,  and  reduce  his  private  fortune.  In  what 
dress  he  appeared  at  Court  he  conld  not  say; 
bnt  he  took  it  for  granted  he  accommodated  him- 
self in  that  respect  to  the  fashion  of  the  Conrt. 
As  to  Franklin,  he  said,  consider  the  circnm- 
BtancCB  nndor  which  he  appeared  in  France. 
The  Representative  of  a  young  republic,  just 
oom«  into  existence,  and  in  its  very  cradle  ez- 


^..KH^lc 


ABBIDaHSMT  OV  THE 


[Fnnu 


im. 


iMting  Hercnleaii  atrenglh,  hj  mainUining, 
KDKle-handlod,  a  contest  for  its  independeace 
with  one  of  tlie  atrODgest  n&tioiia  that  eiiBt«d ; 
attracting  the  earnest  attentioa  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  especlalt;  engaging  the 
attention  and  the  good  wUhea  of  Fraoce,  be- 
cause the  contest  was  with  her  habitaal  enem;, 
and  promised  to  diminiBli  bis  power.  When  a 
nation,  so  circumstanced,  ^all  have  a  Fraoklin 
for  her  envoy,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  very 
material  to  mgnire  what  drew  he  wean.  To 
that  atate  we  Bnall  never  retom.  And,  I  may 
be  allowad  to  add,  we  have  not  Franklina  to 
■end.  He  carried  with  him  the  ftiiiiu  of  more 
than  seventy  fears,  devoted,  with  the  aid  of 
Bitraordioar;  natural  genius,  and  especially  of 
the  most  nncommon  sagacity,  to  the  acquiution 
of  knowledge,  and  with  the  great  repntatioa 
he  had  justly  acquired,  by  difTuEuig  the  treas- 
nres  of  his  wisdom  and  observation.  He  was 
known  for  his  examination  before  the  Honse  of 
Oommona :  be  was  known  for  the  fierce  and 
virulent  obloquy  that  bad  been  heaped  upon 
him  ffor  he,  too.  was  visited  with  obloquy)  by 
Weddebnme,  afterwards  Lord  Loughborongfa, 
before  the  Privy  Council ;  he  was  known  as  a 
man  of  letters,  as  a  scientific  philosopher,  and, 
what  is  more,  as  a  practical  pbilosopber,  too ; 
and  he  was  known  as  a  statesman  and  as  a 
patriot.  His  fame  hod  gone  before  him — it 
shed  a  lustre  npon  his  country,  wherever 
there  were  men  who  could  appreciate  his  mer- 
it, and  that  lustre  is  still  undiminished.  I  do 
not  exactly  know  what  coat  he  wore.  It  is 
somewhere  recorded,  that,  in  French  society, 
bis  straight-combed,  venerable  looks,  and  sim- 
ple dres,  were  admired  by  the  ladies,  who  then 
gave  the  tone  to  society.  It  was  soroelliing 
■traoge,  oat  of  the  common  way,  and  if  it  had 
been  even  uncouth,  it  might  have  attracted  still 
more  attention.  How  he  appeared  at  Court,* 
as  to  dress,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
particularly  stated.  He  was  a  long  time  in 
France  Ixdbre  he  was  reoeived,  Hia  public 
reception  was  not  till  about  the  time  of  the 
treaty. 

This  livery,  however,  as  it  had  been  reproach- 
fully called — ^I  cannot  say  I  have  worn  it — 
bat  I  know  what  it  is — and  have  heard  some- 
thing of  his  history.  Oar  Ministers  abroad  are 
Tery  poorly  paid.  They  cannot  bear  the  ei- 
peoee  of  Court  dresses.  If  borne  by  the  Treas- 
ury, as  a  contingent  expense,  it  is  so  much 
money  thrown  away.  If  borne  by  Ministers, 
it  makes  an  onreasonabie  charge  upon  their  al- 
lowance. The  salaries  of  onr  Ministers  abroad 
were  hieher,  by  above  twenty-six  hundred  dol- 
lars in  tne  time  of  Franklin,  than  they  are  now, 
though  the  expenses  of  living  were  then  prob- 
ably not  mure  than  half  of  what  they  are  at 
this  time.  Tlie  present  rate  of  allowance,  was 
fixed  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1T84,  by  an  act  of 
tlie  old  Ootigress.    How  then  does  the  matter 

*lt  1ab«Jlev«d,  qponpwd  ■othDrlLy,  that  ba  ipp«H«dlD  ■ 
rnllroartitreu.  Tlw  elunetcr  of  tblidnliieot  nun  mnild 
1ml  lu  to  baliflTt,  Out  ha  would,  la  ttiii  rwHCt,  o«at>m  M 


stand  ?  The  House  will  recollect,  from  a 
ment  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Msm  . 
setts,  that  our  disdngoiahed  fellow-dlizai,  dM 
late  President  of  the  tToited  States,  (Mr.  Uox- 
BOB,)  was  engaged  in  four  missions  in  the  coont 
of  little  miSre  than  a  year.  Claima  growiag 
out  of  that  employment  have  lately  been  al- 
lowed by  Congress.  He  was  led  in  npiA  edc- 
cession  to  different  Courts,  and  probably  obliged 
at  each  to  conform  to  the  mode  eetabliihed  h} 
eUquette.  TITe  expense  would  be  for  a  single 
occasion.  There  are  instances  of  charges  al- 
lowed by  the  Government,  for  the  dresses  of 
Ministers  for  particular  occasions.  When  lb. 
Madison  was  President,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secie- 
tary  of  State^  the  present  plan  was  Bd<qit«d  u 
a  relief.  It  is  not  obligatory  u^o  tbe  Hiiu*- 
ter.  He  may  dispense  with  it  if  he  think  £L 
Jt  is  no  expense  to  the  Treasury,  for  the  Min- 
ister must  pa;  for  it  himself.  But  he  his  the 
sanction  of  nis  country  to  wear  iL  As  long  M 
it  lasts  he  need  make  no  change.  Wbererer 
he  goes  he  is  in  the  dress  of  his  own  OD1111U7, 
and  stands  upoa  bis  own  ground,  instead  <J 
being  obliged  to  conform  to  foreign  fasbiraa 
It  has  been  spoken  of  as  costing  seven  huDdral 
and  fifty  dollars.  That  is  too  high.  It  coM 
something  more  than  half  that  sum ;  bnt  the 
Minister  pays  for  it,  not  tbe  Treasury.  Wlij 
call  it  reproachfully,  livery  t  It  is  no  more  of 
a  livery  than  the  coat  of  an  officer  of  the  Annj 
or  the  Navy — it  is  probably  not  finer  tbsn  tta 
(M)nt  of  a  general  officer.  If  it  be  a  livery,  a 
there  any  di^race  in  wearing  it  1  We  an  ill 
servants  of  the  people — they  are  our  master*— 
the  livery  worn  by  their  servaats  is  one  which 
no  roan  need  be  ashamed  to  wear.  It  is  ibe 
livery  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Hiii 
is  understood  to  be  the  history  of  the  cost  If 
any  one  within  the  sound  of  my  Toioe  sbovU 
hereafter  be  appointed  a  Minister — my  idda 
may  be  of  little  value — but  I  recommotd  him 
to  put  on  the  livery  of  his  country. 

Of  that  mission,  he  swd,  which  had  ibo 
been  allnded  to,  in  which  he  had  the  hooix 
to  have  a  part,  the  mission  to  Panama,  be 
should  always  liave  difficulty  in  speaking,  tot 
very  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  wss  im- 
possible he  should  enter  into  the  subject,  be- 
cause the  mision  was  still  pending,  in  thehand) 
of  onr  Minister  at  Mexico.  He  would  say,  how- 
ever, in  reply  to  the  allegations  which  had  beco 
made  against  it,  that  the  mission  had  the  dear 
sanction  of  all  Che  brandies  of  the  Govemmeoi 
What  has  since  occurred,  could  neither  mtls 
it  right  or  wrong ;  it  stood  upon  the  same  foM- 
ing  as  at  first.  If  it  was  right  then,  it  eaimvl 
be  wrong  now.  Bnt  he  would  say — and  be 
said  it  V  ith  the  utmost  sincerity,  it  was  bnt  tiie 
humble  opinion  of  an  individuat--he  would  ssy, 
from  all  that  he  had  seen,  and  all  that  be  hid 
heard,  that,  if  the  Congress  sliould  assemble  It 
Tacubaya,  or  elsewhere,  it  was  of  the  crested 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  Stale* 
that  we  shonld  be  represented  In  iL  He  *■* 
not  about  to  debate  the  matter.   Bit  lantf 
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gave  this  «b  his  own  single,  humble,  perhaps 
Taluel«as  opinion. 
{The  Honae  a^joorDed  to  Uondi^.] 

UoHDAr,  February  4. 


The  Honaa  proceeded  to  the  oonrideration 
of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Chiltoit,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended  b;  Ur.  Blaxb,  and  Ur.  Hamil- 

lOH. 

Ur.  Bti^bahan'  said,  perfa^is  it  wonid  be  Tain 
to  iDqnire  by  whom  this  debate  was  introdnced. 
It  is  (»rtaia  that  we  have  now  sot  into  it,  and 
no  gentleman  can  predict  when  it  will  close.    I 
Cftuiot  agree  with  the  gentlemaD  from  Uasi 
choaette,  (Mr.   Evbrbtt,)  that  the   Oppositi 
arejnstly  cha^eable  with  its  introdoction 
the  partj  form  which  it  haa  asaumed,  nor  for  its 
protracted  character.     Mj  friend  from  Een- 
tocky,  (Ur.   I.BTOBBB,)  haa   tmlj  atatod  what 
wonld  have  been  the  probable  coarse  of  the 
reaolntiona,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interfere) 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Babxbt.) 
The  mover  of  them,  who  is  a  yonng  member 
of  the  Honse,  would  have  made 


tions  which  have  gone  before  them.  The  ge 
tleman  from  Maryland,  however,  opposed  tbeir 
passage,  npon  the  groond  that  no  oanse  existed 
even  to  saspeot  the  present  Administration  of 
■ny  abases.  From  that  moment  the  debate 
usmned  a  party  complexion. 

This  debate  wonld  have  ended  on  Tbarsday 
last^  after  the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose, 
which  was  made  to  the  Hoose  by  the  venerable 

KDtleman  from  Lonisiana,  (Ur.  LrvnrosTOK,) 
d  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- 
self prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adjonmnient. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  know,  that  he  can 
never  throw  iumaeu  into  any  debate  without 
giving  it  fresh  vigor  and  importance. 

It  is  true  that  a  single  straggler  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition  introduced  these  reso- 
IntioQS,  bnt  withont  the  least  intention  of 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement.  When  he 
was  attacked,  he  defended  himself  in  gallant 
style,  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  doty  and 
by  policy  to  sustain  him.  It  is  for  that  pnrpose 
I  have  risen.  The  gentleman  from  Maasachn- 
setts,  (Mr.EvEEBTT,)andmy  friend  and  colleague 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SBBOKAirr,)  have  en- 
tirely changed  the  character  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  mto  an  elaborate  vindication  of  the 
present  Administration.  It  is  my  porpMe  to  re- 
ply to  their  argnmenta. 

liberty,  air,  is  a  precious  gift,  which  can 
never  long  be  enjoyed  by  any  people  without 
the  most  watohfal  Jealousy.  It  is  Hesperian 
tmit,  which  the  ever-wakefiil  jealonay  jf  the 
people  can  alone  preserve.  The  very  posses- 
sion of  power  has  a  atrong— a  natural  tendency, 
to  cormpt  the  heart.    The  Inst  of  dominion 

rWB  with  its  possession ;  and  the  man  who, 
hamble  life,  was  pore^  and  innoceolf  and 


Just,  has  often  been  transfonned,  by  the  long 
poBseaston  of  power,  into  a  monster.  In  the 
Sacred  Book,  which  contains  lessons  of  wisdom 
for  the  politician  as  well  aa  for  the  Christian, 
we  find  a  happy  illustration  of  the  corrupting  in- 
fluence of  power  upon  the  human  heart.  When 
Hazaol  came  to  consult  Elisha,  whether  hia 
master,  the  King  of  Syria,  wonld  recover  from 
a  dangerous  illneaa,  the  prophet,  looking  through 
the  vista  of  futurity,  saw  the  crimes  of  which 
the  measeoger  who  stood  before  him  would  be 
guilty,  and  he  wept.  Hazael  asked,  "  Why 
weepeth  my  Lord !  "  The  prophet  then  r»- 
counted  to  him  the  murdera  and  the  cruelties 
of  which  he  should  be  guilty,  towards  the 
children  of  Israel.  Hazael,  in  the  spirit  of  vir- 
tuousindignation,  replied — "Is  thy  servant  a  dog 
that  he  should  do  this  thing}"  "And  Elidia 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thou 
shalt  be  king  over  Syria."  This  man  after- 
wards became  king,  by  the  murder  of  his  mas~ 
ter,  and  was  guuty  of  enormitiea,  the  bare 
recital  of  which  would  make  ua  shudder. 

The  nature  of  man  is  the  same  under  Repub- 
lics and  under  UonarohieB.  The  history  of  the 
human  race  provea,  that  liberty  can  never  long 
be  preserved,  without  popular  Jealousy.  It  & 
the  condition  of  ita  emoyment.  Our  mlers 
must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  col- 
league advanced  the  position  which  he  did,  he 
ooiud  not  have  foreseen  the  oonse^ueuces  to 
which  his  doctrine  would  lead,  I  know  that 
he  never  could  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  far ;  but  yet  my  inference  is  per- 
fectly fajr  when  I  declare  that  it  is  a  doclJiae 
which  only  snits  the  calm  of  deapotiam.  It  is 
the  maxim  of  despots,  that  the  people  shonld 
never  inquire  into  the  concerns  of  Government. 
Those  who  iiave  enslaved  mankind,  from  Cffisar 
to  Bonaparte,  have  always  endeavored,  by  pre- 
senting them  with  amusements,  and  by  every 
other  means  in  their  power,  to  attract  the  atten- 
■ "  in  of  the  people  from  the  conduct  of  their  rul- 

).  I  therefore  differ,  Ulo  atlo,  from  my  col- 
league upon  this  point.  If  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Chiltoit,)  shall 
liave  the  etfect  of  more  earnestly  and  more 
ctoaejy  directing  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  cancoms  of  the  Govertmient,  the  result 
will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the  Government 
has  been  administered  n^n  correct  principlea, 
an  intelligent  people  will  do  justice  to  their 
rulers;  if  not,  they  will  take  care  that  every 
abuse  shall  he  corrected. 

My  colleague  uaed  aa  argnmenL  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  the  present  Adminiatranon, 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  from  that 
quartor.  He  has  stated  that,  since  the  year 
1813  the  national  debt  had  been  reduced,  from 
136  to  06  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true ; 
and  from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one 
who  was  ignorant  of  the  subject  might  be  in- 
duced to  believe,  that  a  large  portion  of  this 
rednotion  may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  pre»- 
eot  Administration.  He  evidently  endeavored 
to  malte  this  impression  npon  the  House, 
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I  would  uk  the  gentloroan  what  agencj  had 
the  present  AdminUtrstion — iifi^,  what  agency 
could  they  possibly  have  had,  in  the  reduction 
of  the  public  debt?  Are  they  entitled  to  tlie 
least  cri-dit  npon  that  aceountl  Certainly  Dot- 
It  n'os  a  Buhiect  over  which  they  had  no  control. 
The  lawB  which  bronght  the  reveune  into  the 
Treasary,  out  of  which  the  debt  was  paid,  ex- 
isted long  before  they  came  into  existence. 
Commerce  wafted  into  onr  ports  wealth  from 
all  nationa,  and  the  duties  which  were  collected 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise, 
they  were  Donnd  to  apply  to  the  eitingoish- 
ment  of  the  demands  which  existed  against  the 
conntry.  The  Adtainistration  only  did  that, 
which  they  could  not  have  avoided  doing. 
The  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  and  they  applied  that  portion  of 
it  which  they  were  houna  by  law  to  apply,  to 
the  eitingniehinent  of  the  pnblia  debt.  J  have 
hitlierto  admitted,  that  they  applied  it  fairly. 
The  ancient  Briti^  monarch,  who,  to  show  his 
people  the  impotence  of  human  power,  com- 
manded the  tides  of  the  ocean  not  to  flow,  had 
DO  more  authority  over  the  laws  of  nature,  than 
the  present  Administration  could  have  had,  in 
preventing  the  tide  of  wealth,  out  of  which  the 
public  debt  has  been  reduced,  from  flowing  into 
the  country.  Men  can  never  be  entitled  to  credit 
for  doing  that  which  they  coald  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  bestow  upon  the  present  Ad- 
ministraljon,  for  paying  the  national  debt,  is 
certainly  not  their  due. 

It  is  true  that,  in  times  like  the  present,  the 
Bcpnblic  is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the 
clouds  of  adversity  are  lowering  over  the  coun- 
try, and  when  direct  taxation  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the 
people  nre  watchful  and  Jealous,  and  will  then 
attend  strictly  to  their  own  concerns.  It  is  in 
the  halcyon  days  of  peace  and  prosperity,  when 
the  jealousy  of  the  people  slumbers,  that 
abuses  are  moat  likely  to  steal  into  tlie  adminis- 
tration of  your  Government.  I  charge  not  the 
t resent  Administration  with  corruption;  but 
do  most  solemnly  believe,  that  several  of  their 
measures  have  had  a  strong  tendeucy  towards 
it  I  thank  Heaven  that,  in  these  days,  a 
"  Military  Chienain  "  has  arisen,  whose  name 
is  familiar  to  the  lips  of  even  the  most  hnmble 
citizen  of  this  country,  because  his  services 
live  in  ttieir  hearts,  who  will  he  able,  by  the 
Buffrages  of  the  people,  to  wrest  the  power  of 
this  Government  from  the  hands  of  iU  present 
possessors.  No  one  else  could,  at  this  time, 
have  Bnceessfolly  opposed  the  immense  patron- 
age and  power  of  the  Administration. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  that  ttio  present  Ad- 
ministration hove  not  the  least  claim  to  merit, 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  It  is  a 
claim  which  has  no  foundation  upon  which  to 
rest.  It  is  one  of  the  splendid  generalities  to 
which  my  colleague  has  resorted,  which,  when 
you  come  to  exauune  minntely,  vanishes  from 
the  touch. 


I  shall  now  leave  my  colleague  from  Pccm- 
sylvania,  bnl  with  the  intention  of  retanung 
to  him,  after  I  shall  have  disposed  of  some  it 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Mun- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Evehitt.)  Before,  howecir,  I 
commence  my  reply  to  that  gentletusn,  I  Ixg 
leave  to  make  a  few  observations  apan  thekst 
Presidential  election.  I  shall  purposely  pH 
over  every  charge  which  has  been  made,  thil 
it  was  accomplished  by  bargmn  and  sale,  or  bj 
actual  oorruptioD.  H  that  were  Ihe  tase.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact ;  and  shall  tliet«- 
fore  say  nothing  about  it.  I  shall  u^etliiE 
question  as  though  no  such  char^  had  enr 
been  made.  So  far  as  it  regards  the  condiM 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  oogfat  to 
pursue,  at  the  approaching  election,  I  agm  n- 
tirely  with  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  T^^ 
ginio,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  (I  cannot  with  proprift; 
call  him  my  friend,)  that  it  can  make  no  aifftr- 
ence  whether  a  bargain  existed  or  noL  Kit, 
in  some  a^>ecta  in  which  the  subject  nuj  bt 
viewed,  the  danger  to  the  people  would  be 
the  greater,  if  no  corruption  had  existed.  It  ii 
true,  that  this  circumstance  ought  greatly  to  m- 
fluence  our  individnal  opinions  of  die  menwbn 
now  wield  the  destinies  of  the  Republic;  but 
yet  tlie  precedent  would  l>e  at  least  eqsalh 
dangerous,  in  the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  U 
flagrant  and  gross  corruption  had  eiislrf, 
every  honest  man  would  start  from  it  with  in- 
stinctive horror,  and  the  people  would  irnilf- 
nantlr  hnrl  those  men  fhim  the  seats  olfowa, 
who  nad  thus  betrayed  their  dearest  interesti. 
If  the  election  were  pure,  there  is,  therefore, 
the  greater  dangerin  the  precedent.  Ibelltn, 
in  my  sou],  that  the  precedent,  which  wis  *■ 
tablished  at  the  lost  Presidential  election,  oD^t 
to  be  reversed  by  the  people,  and  this  is  one  <i 
my  principal  reasons  for  opposing  the  re^lectiiMi 
of  tJie  present  Chief  Magistrate. 

Let  OS  examine  this  subject  more  closely. 
General  Jackson  was  returned  by  the  people  "i 
this  country  to  the  House  of  KeptesentitiTW, 
witli  a  plut^ity  of  electoral  votes.    The  distill- 

fnished  individual  who  is  now  the  Secretsiy  irf 
tate,  was  then  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  It 
is  perfectly  well  known,  that,  without  hia  ^M 
and  influence,  Mr.  Adams  could  not  have  beai 
elected  President  After  the  election,  we  be- 
held tbat  distinguished  individual,  and  aonu 
in  the  United  States  witneasied  the  spetffii 
with  more  regret  than  I  did,  descending,— Jt<, 
sir,  I  say  descending — fWm  the  elevated  (taticB 
which  yon  now  occupy,  into  the  cabinet  of  til 
Preddent  whom  he  hod  elected. 

"  Qaantam  nmtatna  ab  Dlo.'' 
In  the  midniEht  of  danger,  during  the  dute^ 

Eariod  of  the  Tate  war,  "his  thrilling  tmi^i 
ad  cheered  the  land."  Although  amoof  the 
great  men  of  that  day  there  was  no  acknowl- 
edged leader  npon  this  floor,  yet  I  hsve  bw 
informed,  upon  the  beat  authority,  that  btw| 
"prtmu*  inter pare*.^'  I  did  wish,  at  a  fnt^ 
time,  to  see  bun  «Ierated  atiU  higher.   If 
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one  of  the  last  men  in  the  conatrj  who  could 
triumph  oyer  his  fallen  fortnnea,  Shoold  he 
ever  return  to  what  I  believe  to  be  correct 
politjoal  princlplea,  I  ahull  williaglj  flght  in  the 
Mme  rsnlca  with  him  as  a  compsnion — na?, 
after  a  short  probstjon,  I  should  willingly  ac- 
koDwIedge  hiQi  as  a  leader.  What  brilliBiit 
pcospecta  has  that  man  not  gaoriflcod  I 

This  precedent,  Shoold  it  be  confirmed  bj 
the  people  at  the  next  election,  will  be  one  of 
most  daugeroos  character  to  the  Repnblio.  The 
eleotion  of  President  must,  I  fear,  often  de- 
TOlve  npon  this  House.  We  have  but  little  rea- 
Bon  to  expect,  that  anj  amendment,  In  rela- 
tioD  to  this  subject,  will  be  made  to  the  consti- 
tatioD  in  our  day.  There  are  so  manj 
oonfliotiiig    interests   to    reooncile,    so   many 

Cwera  to  balance,  that,  wban  we  consider  the. 
ge  m^orit;  in  each  branch  of  Oongreaa,  and 
Ute  slill  larger  mi^oritj  of  States,  required  to 
amend  the  oonstitutJOD,  the  prcnpeot  of  any 
change  is  almost  hopeless.  I  believe  it  will 
long  remain  just  as  it  is.  What  an  example, 
then,  will  tills  precedent,  in  the  pure  age  of  the 
Bepublic,  present  to  fotore  Mutes  I  The  people 
owe  it  to  themselves,  if  the  election  must  de- 
volve upon  this  Ilonse,  never  to  sanction  the 
principle  that  one  of  its  members  may  accept 
from  the  person  whom  he  has  elected,  any  high 
office,  much  less  the  highest  in  his  gift.  Such 
apriooipie,  if  once  established,  must,  in  the 
end,  destroy  the  purity  of  this  Iloase,  and  con- 
vert it  into  a  corrupt  electoral  conclave.  If  the 
individual  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  could  elect 
a  President,  and  receive  from  him  the  offloe  of 
Secretary  of  State,  from  the  purest  motives, 
other  men  may,  and  hereafter  will,  pursue  the 
tame  policy,  from  the  most  corropt  "  If  they 
do  these  things  in  the  ^en  tree,  what  ebail  be 
done  in  the  dry ! "  This  precedent  will  become 
a  cover,  under  which  fatiire  bargains  and  cor- 
ropt  combinations  will  be  sanctjoned ;  under 
which  the  spirit  of  the  constitation  will  be 
sacrificed  to  its  letter. 

I  shall  DOW,  Mr,  Speaker,  enter  upon  a  more 
particular  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tiemuifhim  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evbbbtt.)  I 
wish  I  were  able  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
gentlemaa  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Rattdolph,)  and 
to  take  the  general  and  comprehensive  views  of 

rilitical  subjects,  which  he  recommended.  As 
[^aDnot  pnmue  that  conrse,  I  must  eDter  into 
detail,  and  make  such  a  speech  as  he  would 
attribute  to  a  lawyer. 

What  was  the  first  important  act  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration  t  So,  not  the  first,  but 
tbs  first  after  that  message  which  certainly  par- 
took much  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  "  States- 
man of  40  years,"  who  had  been  bred  in  foreign 
courts,  than  that  of  the  plain  simple  American 
Bepublican.  The  President  claimed  the  power, 
ana  mere  courtesy  prevented  him  from  exer- 
oisiiu  it,  of  commissioning  Ministers  to  attend 
the  Oongress  of  Panama,  without  "  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate."  My  friend  from 
Horth  Oarolina,  (Mr,  CuteoK.)  was,  in  my 
ToL.  1X^-47 


opinion,  correct,  when  he  declared  that  one  of 
the  flrst  important  acta  of  the  President  had 
been,  to  claim  a  power  in  direct  violation  of 
the  oonatitution.  That  instrument  declares  that 
the  President  "  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  u^ 
point  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 

Sintment«  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
',  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
This  is  a  clear,  plain  provision.  Upon  what 
authority,  then,  did  the  President  claim  the 
right  to  send  Ministers  to  this  Congress  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate  f  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Evxbett)  has  answered 
the  quesMon,  and  has  sustdned  this  claim  of 
power,  by  a  most  novel  argament.  He  baa 
read  to  ns  the  act  of  Oongress  of  July  1,  1790, 
which  provides  "that  the  President  of  the 
Unit«d  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  an- 
thorized  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exoeeding  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  arisinx  from  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  for  the  support  of  sooh  persons  as  he 
shall  commission  to  serve  the  United  States  in 
foreign  parts,  and  for  the  oipenee  incident  to 
the  business  in  which  they  may  be  employed." 
How  commission )  Without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  t  Certainly  not ;  nnleas 
you  can  suppose  that  the  very  first  Gongress 
under  the  oonstitution,  deliberately  intended  to 
destroy  the  power  which  the  oonsticotion  had 
wisely  conferred  upon  the  Senate.  The  language 
of  the  act  of  Congress  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  power  of  the  Senate;  because  Mm 
President  does,  in  feet,  always  commission  pub- 
lic IGnisters  and  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  the  Senate  have  advised  and  con- 
sented to  their  appointment.  This  phraseology 
was  continued,  in  the  several  acts  providing  the 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  Statea 
and  foreign  nations,  until  the  year  1800,  when 
the  act  of  the  IBtli  of  March,  1708,  the  last  in 
which  it  had  been  used,  was  sufi'ered  to  expire. 
Since  that  timet  no  such  expression  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  any  of  the  snbseqnent 
acts.  And  yet  this  uhrase,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  acts  that  nave  long  ceased  to  exist, 
was  laid  hold  of  by  the  President  to  justify  tlus 
extraordinary  claim  of  power.  Whilst  it  af- 
fords no  ground  for  its  jnstifioation,  it  shows 
how  desirous  men  in  power  are  to  lay  hold  of 
every  pretext,  no  matter  how  tiifiing,  to  ex- 
tend their  authority.  This  is  a  law  of  naturoL 
which  can  never  be  abolished  by  any  law  of 
man.  It  proves,  oonolnsively,  the  wisdom  aod 
the  neoeasity  of  watching  over  our  rulers,  with 
a  jealous  eye. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  assul  another  portion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetta,  (Mr. 
Etxbitt!)  He  argued  against  including  in  the 
resolutions  before  the  House  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse.  The  gentleman 
shakes  liia  heacL    He  oertusly  did  My,  dutt  it 
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look«d  like  trenching  npon  tbe  pr«rogativ 
tho  Eiecative.  The  mntlemui  believes  that 
tlie  eipenditDre  of  tba  oontingeiit  fund  for 
foreign  intercourse,  is  &  prominent  p<»nt  before 
the  Bonse.    I  tbbk  m>  too. 

The  applicMioQ  of  this  entire  flind  is  left  .. 
the  ROOnd  discretjon  of  the  Eiecntive,  and  1h  to 
be  accoQDt«d  for  at  the  Treasur;,  in  a  twofold 
manner.  It  is  hit  dntjr  to  acooont  specisllj, 
and  prodnce  regnlar  Touchers,  "  in  all  instanoea, 
where  the  expenditure  thereof  m^,  in  his 
Jndgment,  be  mode  pablic"  When  that  is 
not  the  case,  he  settles  the  acconnt,  "  bj  making 
a  oertiflcat«  of  the  amoDnt  of  sDoh  eipenditnres 
as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  ipeciff." 
This  last  is  called  the  secret  serrioe  moiiej. 
This  is  the  (jiatinction  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  find.  It  is  uecessar;  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  se- 
cret service  money  is  expended,  should  not  be 
made  public.  If  tbe  names  of  those  persons  to 
whom  it  is  given  were  not  kept  secret,  the 
Government,  in  times  of  peril,  might  be  pre- 
vented from  getting  important  information, 
which  thef  oonld  otherwise  obtain.  But,  Ur. 
Bpeaker,  give  me  the  Administration  which  re- 
qnireabnt  little  secret  service  money,  especially 
in  time  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  none  is  then  necessary.  A  Bepabli- 
oan  Qovemment  onght  to  be  open  in  its  oon- 
dnot,  and  have  as  few  secrets  as  possible. 
Upon  one  occasion,  Jefferson  returned  the 
entire  contingent  ftmd,  which  bad  been  appro- 
priated for  foreign  intercourse,  nntouched.  I 
am  joat  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Ur.  Rakdolph,)  that  Washingl^in  did 
ttie  same.  These  are  examplea  well  worthy  of 
imitation  in  onr  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  know  the  maimer  In  which 
the  present  Administration  have  ^>plied  the 
secret  service  money.  I  shall  never  know- 
ingly invade  a  single  right  which  belongs  to  the 
Execntive.  These  resolations  contain  do  such 
principle ;  bnt  one  great  reason  why  they  have 
'  ibund  any  favor  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  wish  to 
ascertain  the  a^regate  amonnt,  not  the  items, 
of  the  secret  service  money  which  has  been 
expended  since  the  present  Administmtion  came 
into  power,  and  1  wish  to  have  a  special  ac- 
count laid  before  this  House,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  residne  of  the  contingent  fond  for 
fbreign  intercourse  has  been  expended.  This 
will  be  an  invasion  of  no  prerc^alive  which 
belongs  to  the  President. 

I  now  approach  the  main  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Hassacbusetts,  (Str.  Evkbett,) 
and  in  the  ooraroencement,  I  shall  lay  down 
a  position  broadly,  which  I  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove  conclusively — that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
fSgOOO,  whilst  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  di- 
rect and  palpable  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
United  8tat«s;  and  that  at  this  day  he  retains 
In  his  pocket  one-half  of  that  sum,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  declared  opinion  of  the  Congress  of 
flu  United  States.    If  I  shaU  not  estabfiah  thla 


proposition,  I  have  never  b«a)  more  nuatska 

In  rdadon  to  oal£te  br  be  granted  to  Mblia 
Uinistere,  all  the  acta  of  Congress  which  pn- 
oeded  that  of  the  1st  May,  1810,  spoks  tba 
same  language.  The  gentleman  fr<»n  Ums- 
chnaetts  (Mr.  Evkbett)  gave  ns  an  historic^ 
sketch  of  Hiese  laws  ^  but,  as  they  are  lU  thi 
same  in  regard  to  the  qnesticm  I  am  now  about 
to  argue,  IsfaallonlyrdertotheactirfthelOCk 
May,  1800.  It  was  that  act,  which  ascertMiwd 
the  oompensatiou  of  public  IGntsters,  fitna  its 
date,  nntJ]  it  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  lit 
May,  1610.    I  ahall  read  its  first  section. 

"A  if  tnatled,  Ac  That  eiclarire  of  in  ootlt, 
which  shall,  In  no  cue,  exceed  the  amount  of  Mi 
year's  sdary  to  any  If  loiiter  nenipotendary,  or 
ChargA  des  Allkirei,  to  whom  the  same  any  belt 
lowed,  the  President  of  the  Uidted  Sules  ih*U  sol 
allow  to  any  Uinister  Pleeipotentiary  agraatetn* 
than  at  the  tate  of  nine  thonsand  dollars  per  aimBB, 
as  a  compensation  for  all  his  services  asd  eipmM : 
nor  •  greater  buid  for  tbe  same,  than  four  UiooaBd 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  U>  a  Cbargi  dts  iS- 
faitea;  nor  a  greater  aum  for  Iho  same  than  oM 
tbonaand  three  hundred  and  fifty  doUan  per  aimim 
to  the  Secretary  of  any  Hioister  Plenipoteclian.* 

From  the  origin  of  the  Government,  nntQ  tho 
year  1810,  the  Premdent  clearly  bad  the  right  to 
allow  an  outfit  to  a  Minister,  whom  he  mi^t 
think  proper  to  transfer  from  one  Eurqwa 
Conrt  to  another.  The  language  of  the  act  of 
1800,  end  of  the  previous  acte  is  general  sal 
indefinite.  Whether  they  wonld  have  jurtiW 
him  in  making  snob  an  allowance,  to  a  Hiait- 
t«r  whom  he  might  have  employed  npui  a  dc* 
misuon,  the  functions  of  which  were  to  bo  ex- 
ercised at  the  oonrt  where  be  resided,  ia  a  qVM- 

>n  npon  which  I  shall  express  no  opinion. 

The  act  of  1810  limited  the  general  UDgDi(« 
of  that  of  1800,  and  confined  the  diacr^oni' 
the  Preeident,  in  the  allowance  of  ontfita,  to  tfae 
case  of  B  Minister  "  on  going  from  the  Dnittd 
States  to  any  foreign  country."  Tbe  first  see- 
''m  of  that  act,  uler  fixing  tbe  annual  con- 

tnsation  of  foreign  Ministers,   Charge  and 

icretsries  of  L^;ation,  contains  the  followin; 
enactment :  "  Provided,  it  sbaU  be  lavftal  fat 
the  Pre«dent  of  the  United  States  to  allow  to 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Chaigi  dea 
Afiurea,  on  going  from  the  United  StaUsto 
any  foreign  country,  an  outfit,  which  shsll  in 
no  case  exceed  one  year's  fall  salary  of  sodi 
Minister,  or  Chai^6  des  Affaires."  lliis  act,  in 
express  terms,  limits  the  general  expresuoiu  of 
former  laws.  It  anthorizes  the  neddeot  to 
allow  an  ontfit  to  every  pnblic  Minister,  npoa 
his  first  appointment,  for  the  purpose  of  eeUb- 
lishing  him  abroad.  After  he  has  received  o« 
ontfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  United  States  to 
the  Government  to  which  he  has  been  sent,  in 
case  he  should  he  transferred  from  it  to  another 
Government,  tbe  President,  since  the  act  of 
1810,  has  not  had  the  pow^  of  allowing  hiia 
a  second  outfit. 

I  am  glad  that  tbe  gentleman  from  Mim- 
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ehiuettB  (Mr.  Etxkbtt)  ettod  the  oaMS  which 
be  bsH  done,  of  the  idlowanee  of  oatflu  to 
Miniators,  bj  the  Eiecntive,  upon  traiuferring 
tlMm  from  ooe  Enropean  coart  to  auother.  If 
the  geDtleman  had  Dot  done  m,  we  mieht  have 
Iteen  at  a  Ion  to  Moonnt  for  the  auoim  of 
phnMotogr  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  differ- 
enoe  between  it  and  all  former  acts  upon  the 
nme  inbjeot.  The  oaae  of  the  outfit  to  Hr. 
IfoonM,  from  his  transfer  fVom  England  to 
Fnooe,  and  all  the  other  cues  brought  into 
the  view  of  the  Hoose  by  the  gratleman,  were 
determined,  under  fbrmer  laws  which  olearlj 
gave  to  the  President  power  over  the  question. 
These  


1  which  guided  the  Legislature,  In 


1810,  i 


the  case  of  Miiusters,  on  tiieir  departure  from 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  ooDQtrjr. 

I  ma;-  be  asked-  did  Ocaigress  mean  to  de- 
clare, tiiat  no  outfit  should  ever  be  allowed 
npoQ  tho  transfer  of  a  Minister  from  one  Oonrt 
to  another  f  I  answer,  by  no  meaoa.  They 
intended  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of 
deciding,  In  each  particotar  case,  whether  any 
nsw  outfit  ou^t  to  be  allowed,  and,  if  so,  what 
shoaLd  be  its  amount.  If  a  Minister  sliould  be 
transferred  from  one  extremity  of  Europe  to 
another  —  from  Lisbon  to  St.  Petersburg,  a 
new  outfit  of  $9,000  might  be  neoesaary.  Bnt^ 
in  the  osMe  of  a  transfer  from  Li8l>ou  to  Mad- 
rid, there  might  lie  no  occasion  for  any  new 
on^t ;  and,  If  there  were,  the  one-half  of  a  full 
ootflt,  or  even  lera,  would  probably  tie  snfficient 
The  present  Administration,  in  the  estimates 
which  they  submitted  to  tliis  House,  at  the  last 
ses^n  of  Oongress,  asked  a  seoond  outfit  of 
(9,000  for  our  Minister  at  Mexico,  because  they 
intended  to  transfer  biin  Grom  the  City  of  Uei- 
Ico  to  Tacnbaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight  or 
nine  miles.  Although  I  did  not  tiiink  it  proper 
to  allow  a  fall  ontfit,  in  snoh  a  case,  yet  I  was 
g)sd  that  the  request  had  been  made ;  tieowase 
ft  showed  that  the  Exeoutire  were  returning  to 
a  correct  construction  of  the  law,  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  It  showed  that  the  Preudent  was 
unwilling  to  follow  the  precedents  which  ex- 
isted heretofore,  upon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister 
from  one  court  to  another ;  or  otherwise  he 
would  have  allowed  him  an  outfit,  without  oon- 
suiting  Congress. 

In  my  judgment,  the  act  of  1810  Is  so  plain, 
that  he  who  runs  may  read.  It  is  a  udIvotsu 
rote  of  construction,  that  when  a  law  delegates 
a  special  power  to  an  individual,  and  confines 
its  exercise  to  a  particular  cause,  that  it  neces- 
sarily excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power  over  all  other  casea.  The  act  of 
Oongress  gave  to  the   President  the  special 

Crer  of  allowing  an  outfit  to  a  Minister,  when 
was  leaving  the  United  States  and  going  to 
a  foreign  country ;  bnt  yet,  that  act  has  re- 
ceived such  a  construction,  that  the  Executive 
have  olaimed  and  exerdsea  the  power  of  allow- 


in^  outfita,  in  all  cases,  without  limitation,  and 
without  restraint.  For  this  purpose,  the  oon- 
tingent  ftmd  is  used,  in  violation  of  the  law. 

It  will  not  only  be  onrioua,  but  instructive, 
to  mark  the  gradual  progress  of  the  Executive, 
until  at  lengUi  they  repealed  the  act  of  1810. 
In  the  monui  of  April,  1818,  the  present  Presi- 
dent, then  being  our  resident  Minister  at  Rus- 
sia, was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary, under  the  joint  commission,  to  treat 
with  England.  As  this  commission  owed  ita 
origin  to  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  seat  of  the  negotiation  was  to  be  at 
Bt.  Petersharg.  A  short  time  after  the  ap- 
pointment, Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitted  toMr.  Adama,  |9,000,  a  lull  outfit: 
although,  at  the  time,  it  » "  ---•'-* 


iplated 


that  Mr.  Adams  should  change  his  re 
The  House  will,  therefore,  observe,  that  this 
was  not  even  the  case  of  a  transfer  from  one 
court  to  another ;  bnt  it  was  the  allowance  of  a 
fiill  outfit  to  the  same  Minister,  while  he  oon- 
tjnned  at  the  same  court.  The  tisea  President, 
when  be  directed  the  money  to  be  sent,  no 
doubt  expected  that  Gongresaa  would  sanction 
bis  conduct.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  an  ap- 
propriation was  asked  to  cover  tbu  outfit.  The 
question  was  then  brought  before  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  dctermin^on, 
and  was  deliberately  decided.  A  legislative 
oonstraction  was  given  in  August,  1816,  to  the 
act  of  laiO,  agcunst  this  outfit ;  but  Congresi^ 
exercising  a  liberal  discretion,  allowea  Mr. 
Adams  |4,600  instead  of  |9,000. 
Borne  time  after  this  determination  of  t>h« 
leation,  (too  long  perhi^ 
1814,  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  U. 
following  words :  "  It  is  necessary  to  apprise 
you,  that,  although  a  Ml  outfit  was  transmitted 
to  you  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  al- 
lowed yon  by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of 
the  extra  mission  at  St.  Petersbu^,  yet  the 
Iiegialature,  on  a  reference  of  the  subject  to 
them,  for  an  appropriation,  decided  the  princi- 
ple by  the  amount  ^propriated,  and  thediscna- 
sion  which  took  place  at  the  time,  that  half  an 
ontfit  only  could  be  allowed  to  a  Minister,  un- 
der circumstances  applicalfle  to  your  case.  In 
your  drafla  on  the  bankers,  and  in  your  future 
accounts^  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  this  deduc- 
tion in  view."  After  the  present  President  had 
thus  discovered  that  the  money  was  sent  to  him 
by  mistake,  did  he  submit  to  the  decision  of 
Oongress?  No,  sir.  Although,  within  the 
period  of  eight  years,  before  his  return  to  thia 
countrj,  he  had  received  |116,000  from  this 
"penurious  Government;  "yet  he  still  000  tinned 
to  persist  in  ret^ning  the  whole  outBt  in  bia 
pocket.  Congress  ntve  a  construction  to  their 
own  law.  They  believed  it  had  been  violated, 
when  an  outfit  of  $8,000  was  sent  by  the  Prew- 
dent  to  Mr.  Adams ;  yet  they  tiberdly  allowed 
him  (4,600.  Insteadof  accepting  that  sum  with 
gratitude,  be  made  a  complaint  againaC  this 
"penurious  Oovemment,"  and  denied  the  right 
if  tbe  Legislature  of  the  Union  to  interfera. 
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&e  declared  "that  the  principle  which  Congress 
would  settle,  by  in  nltiinate  refusal  to  allow  the 
appropriatioii,  oonld  be  ao  other  than  a  princi- 
ple to  confiscate,  without  any  alleged  offence." 

The  Dext  year,  however,  conveyed  him  good 
tidings  from  this  country.  On  the  19th  No- 
vember, I81S,  Mr.  Uonroe  wrote  a  letter  to 
3fr.  Adams,  marked  "  private,"  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract;  "It  was  donbted 
whether  the  inhibition  of  a  greater  snm  than 
one  year's  salary  as  an  outfit,  contained  in  the 
terms  on  going  fhim  the  United  States,  might 
not  be  constmed,  as  preclndiug  an  allowance  by 
way  of  ontflt,  to  any  Minister  who  did  not  go 
from  the  United  States.  Mr.  Irving's  appoint- 
ment to  Spain  involved  the  same  quesUon.  It 
was  wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  de- 
liberate consideration,  than  conld  be  bestowed 
OD  It,  when  the  letter  of  March  15th  was  written 
to  yon.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
yon,  that  the  subject  has  been  maturely  weigh- 
ed, and  that  the  result  has  been  in  favor  of  the 
outfit,  on  the  principle  that  those  restrictive 
terms,  if  applicable  to  Mtniatera  already  in 
Europe,  are  no  farther  so,  than  to  confine  the 
illowuica  to  them  within  the  same  limit." 
This  letter  communicated  to  him  that  construc- 
tion of  the  Eieootive  Department,  whi(^,  since 
H  was  made,  has  entirely  repealed  in  practice 
the  limitation  upon  the  allowance  of  outfits, 
contained  in  the  act  of  ISIO,  and  secured  to 
him  his  foil  outfit,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
the  Legislature,  which  had  been  clearly  ex- 
prened  in  ISIS.  From  1810  till  Kovember, 
1815,  this  act  was  obeyed  both  in  its  letter  and 
fo  its  spirit.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  it  sink 
tmder  EzeontiTe  constmotion. 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Adams  continued  on- 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  a  balance  appearing 
a^inst  him,  nntil  after  the  passage  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  in  April,  1822.  That 
act  provided  "  that  no  money  appropriated  by 
the  said  act  shall  be  pidd  to  any  person  for  his 
compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
Btatee,  nntil  saoh  person  shall  have  acoonnted 
for,  and  p^d  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums  for 
which  he  may  be  liable."  In  oonseanenoe  of 
the  existence  of  this  salntary  provision,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasary  refused  to  pay  Mr. 
Adams  his  salary  as  Becretary  of  State,  nntil 
his  account,  as  a  Foreign  Minister,  should  be 

rdat«d.  He  appealed  from  this  decision  to 
Monroe,  the  uien  President,  and,  in  sop- 
port  of  his  appeal,  cited  the  private  letter 
which  Mr.  Monroe,  when  Secretary  of  State, 
had  written  to  him  in  November,  1816,  as  con- 
clusive of  the  question.  In  this  appeal,  he 
Bays,  "  that  the  Preaident  was  anthoriwd,  by 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congresa,  of  1st 
May,  1810,  to  make  this  allowance,  cannot  be 
qnesdoned,  under  the  construction  which  has 
nniformly    been   given   to  it,  a  oonstniction 


)n  the  lettlemMit  of  acconnts  at  the  Treaanry. 
r  this  oonatroction,  I  refer  to  ^le  oopy  of 


yonr  letter  of  the  19th  Norembw,  181B,  b«rt. 
with  submitted." 

This  subject  was  referred,  by  the  Pnsddrt, 
to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  Statts, 
and  the  oonstraction  which  had  been  plmd 
upon  the  act  of  Congress,  by  the  Admintitrt- 
Hon,  in  1815,  was  fully  eustained,  is  tli» 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.  In  his  opitum, 
dated  June  5th,  182S,  he  dechires,  tbil  tk 
qncation  of  on^t  is  given  to  the  Pitsideat, 
exclusively,  and  without  limit,  save  only  hs  is 
not  to  exceed  a  whole  year's  salary,"  ind 
thus,  sir,  you  perceive  in  what  manner  a  liv, 
which,  in  express  terms,  limited  the  exerriw  rf 
the  discretion  of  tbp  Prendent,  in  the  lOow- 
ance  of  ontflts  to  Ministers  "  on  gomg  Jrom 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  eonntry,"  hn 
become  unlimited ;  and  how  the  eicloan 
power  OTer  the  question  of  outfit  has  been  oat- 
ferred  upon  the  Prendent.  Notwithstindiiig 
this  high  authority,  however,  I  think  I  bm 
maintained  my  proposition,  and  estabhibed, 
ConcInsiTcty,  tiiat  Hr.  Adams  now  retaing  ia 
bis  pocket  $4,600,  in  violation  of  the  act  <i 
1810,  and  in  violation  at  the  solemn  'legiditin 
constmction  which  it  received  in  1818. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  MaasachiiMtt^ 
(Mr.  EvKRETT,)  even  if  there  were  any  tlusf 
wrong  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Ht. 
Adams,  he  is  not  to  blame.  He  did  not  iater- 
fere — he  lefl  all  these  matters  to  the  acconntia* 
ofiicers  of  the  Treasury.  Is  this  the  factt  Iw 
he  not  receive  the  money,  and  does  he  not  Bdil 
retain  It  f  Did  he  refuse  to  reftind  it,  when  it 
was  demanded  by  the  Comptroller?  Did  be 
not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  of&ea  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  t  Aai  wh 
not  hli  refusal  to  comply  with  the  decision  of 
Congress  the  cause  why  the  act  of  1810  )m 
received  that  construction,  which  bss  given  to 
the  President  "  exclusively,  and  without  lini^' 
thepower  over  outfits! 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact  which  I  wiA  to 
put  right,  before  I  proceed  fiirther.  Hr.  Adsin^ 
m  his  account,  on  the  80th  June,  1814,  chsrged 
mm  of  (686  80,  the  expenses  of  a  jonrrnj 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Qhent.  It  is  but  jnst 
to  him  to  say,  that  be  bad  Icit  his  family  behind 
him,  at  St.  Petersburg.  He  never  did  rttnni 
from  Ghent  to  St.  Petersbnrg ;  but,  yet,  there 
was  allowed  to  bim  the  sum  of  ffiStt  84^ 
his  expenses  in  returning  to  that  capital  Thii 
is  what  has  been  so  often  called  his  coDstructiv* 
journey.  The  constmction,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  After  this  allowance  had  been  nud^ 
it  was  discovered  that  the  travelling  eipoiM 
of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  froin  6L 
Petersburg  to  London,  and  from  thence  U 
"'  it,  amounted,  for  each,  to  the  sum  of  $1,5M 
Their  journey  was  accomplished  chiell; 
by  land.  In  the  final  settlement  of  the  aeeaoid 
of  Mr.  Adams,  instead  of  tSSB  86,  which  bad 
been  at  6rst  allowed  to  him  for  the  eipenM 
of  a  journey  which  he  never  made,  he  »M 
allowed  the  sum  of  $l,OSe  M.  The  retson  fix 
this  change  wbioh  i«  BpntA.  upon  the  boa  <if 
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the  Moount  itael^  is,  that  h«  wu  at  fint 
allowed  bat  (886  8S  "  under  wi  impreswon 
that  the  aame  aDm,  charged  bj  him  for  the 
J0OTT167  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Qbeot,  woold 
be  equal  to  the  expenses  of  liis  retnm,  bnt 
which  now  sppeora,  would  not  have  been  the 
ease,  as  that  jonmej  was  made  chiefly  bv 
wator,  bat  hia  retaru  most  have  been  hv  land, 
and  bj  the  same  route  as  that  taken  by  IfeBBra. 
Gallatia  and  Bajrard,  and  eqaallj  ezpensive." 

Theae  are  the  facta.  I  uiall  not  anpie  this 
point,  bat  will  leave  it  to  my  o<^eBgne  and 
ftiena  from  Pemisf Wania.  (Mr.  Ikobah,)  aad 
the  gentJeman  from  Rhode  laUad.  I  do  not 
aaj  that  some  aUowaooe  ought  not  to  have 
bMn  made  to  Mr.  Adama,  under  the  peoaliar 
circomstanoes  of  the  case.  One  thing,  how- 
Aver,  is  certun ;  that  he  did  receive  tl,BC8  E4, 
for  the  expenaes  of  a  joarnej  which  he  never 
made ;  becaoae  he  never  did  return  from  Ghent 
to  St  Petenburg. 

[Here  Hr.  Rindolpe  asked  Hr.  Bcohutar 
to  dofine  what  waa  a  conatractive  jonmey.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  cannot  ccouply  witn  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  be  oannot 
define  it  himself  no  man  in  this  HoDse  can. 

But,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Uasaachnaetts,  Oir.  Evbsktt,)  uat  prece- 
dents sanction  tlie  allowance  of  the  outfit  to 
Mr,  Adams.  I  admit  there  have  been  preoe- 
dentainabandance  since  1815;  but  it  is  againBt 
this  very  doctrine  of  "  safe  preoedent«,"  that 
I  am  now  contending.  On  (he  fourth  of  Manih 
nest,  it  will  be  seven  and  twenty  years  since 
the  inangaration  of  Ur.  Jefi'ersDn.  What  has 
been  onr  history  ever  since  )  Each  President 
haa  nominated  his  saooessor  as  regalarly  as 
though  the  constltuUon  conferred  upon  him 
that  power.  During  this  period,  each  President 
has  been  called  upon  to  sanction  that  which  he 
bad  done  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  Ihie  of 
"safe  preoedenta"  has  been  unbroken,  and  the 
first  office  in  the  world  has  passed  as  r^nlarly 
to  each  sacceeding  Seoretaiy  of  State,  as  the 
imperial  crown  ever  descended  from  father  to 
aon.  How  ii  it  possible  that  abuses  can  ever 
be  corrected,  under  such  circumstances  t  A 
trifling  departure  from  the  law  to-day  becomes 
ft  precedent  for  a  greater  violation  to-morrow  ; 
aira  whilst  power  condnues  to  flow  in  one  an- 
bn^en  line  abuses  must  stiil  continue  increas- 
ing. There  is  no  remedy  for  the  people,  bnt 
by  breaking  this  line  of  safe  precedents.  It  is 
this  regular  course  of  succession,  which  ta  the 
lu>ae  of  time  destroys  monarchiee.  The  abases 
which  the  father  introduces,  are  sanctioned  and 
extended  by  the  son,  until  at  length,  after  a 
few  generations,  the  whole  Qovemment  be- 
oomea  tunted  with  corruption,  and  there  is 
nothing  left  for  the  people,  but  the  dreadfol 
remedy  of  a  revolution.  It  is  the  principle 
against  which  I  am  now  contending,  without  a 
ra»eoisl  reference  to  any  particnlar  Administra- 
bon.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have  at 
length  determined  to  break  this  line  of  Cabinet 
mooesuon,  and  to  reverse  the  doctrine  of  aafo 


precedents ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  they  will 
accomplish  their  puipose.  Botetion  in  office^ 
that  salutary  principle  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment,  which  purifies  the  political  atmosphere^ 
and  canses  the  successor  to  view  with  a  jealoaa 
and  scrutinizing  eye,  the  acts  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  him — has  had  no  real 
existence,  in  the  Federal  Government,  sinc« 
the  days  of  Thomss  Jefferson.  There  has  been 
a  regular  suocessiou  ever  since.  Is  »a  abnao 
now  pointed  out  ?  We  are  at  once  told,  it  is 
sanctioned  by  a  precedent;  the  IConroea  and 
the  Gallatins  have  done  the  same  thing,  and 
why  shall  we  not  do  so  too  t  I  answer,  when 
the  law  tbrbids  it,  precedents  ought  to  be  di^ 
regarded.  All  ^e  precedents  which  have 
existed  since  181S,  althongh  they  have  violated 
can  never  repeal  the  act  of  1810. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  argnment  of 
the  gentleman  trota  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Eti- 
rbitO  which  relates  to  the  billiard  table.  I 
should  not  have  said  one  word  upon  this  snb- 
Ject,  did  I  not  differ  entirely  in  relation  to  it, 
from  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Hamhtoh.) 
I  admit  that  the  expenditure  of  fifty  dollars  la 
a  very  little  matter  and  this  has  ever  been  th« 
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Oabson,)  who  has  been  so  oft«n  introdnce 
into  the  debate.  If  there  be  any  gentleman  in 
the  Honse,  who  regards  fifty  dollars  less  than 
he  does,  I  do  not  know  the  man.  The  question 
worthy  of  onr  consideration,  is,  not  whether 
the  price  of  the  billiard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury,  or  out  of  the  private  pnrse 
of  the  Preeident;  bnt  whether  the  billiard 
table  onght  to  be  aet  np,  as  an  article  of  forni- 
tare,  in  the  House  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  I  I  am  free  to  say,  I  think  it 
onght  not.  In  the  State  of  Virginia  billiard 
tables  are  prohibited  even  in  the  manriona  of 

K'vate  gentlemen  under  very  severe  penalties, 
e  gentlemen  from  Yirginta  therefore  oannot 
indulge  in  this  game  at  home :  for  I  know  him 
too  well  to  i^elfeve  that  he  would  violate  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  This  shows  the  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  that  ancient  and  respect- 
able Ooramonwealtb  in  relation  to  the  game  of 
billiards.  To  nse  a  fkmiliar  expression  of  thdr 
own,  they  do  not  go  against  either  the  exercisa 
the  amusement  of  uie  play ;  bnt  they  know 


its  train.  It  bas  a  direct  tendency  to  oornmt 
the  morals  of  our  youth.  Indeed,  I  douot 
whether  there  be  a  single  State  in  the  Union 
which  has  not  prohibited  the  game  of  billiards. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  ore  generally 
a  moral  and  religious  people  j  a  proper  regard, 
therefore,  for  public  opinion,  for  the  scraples 
of  the  pious,  ought  to  nave  prevented  the  first 
Magistrate  of  the  Union  from  setting  snch  an 
example.  [Here  Mr.  Randolph  observed  thers 
was  no  law  in  the  District  of  Golnmbia  agidnst 
playing  billiards.]  Mr.  BnoHAXAXtben  said  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  is  not  onlj'  the 
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Prarident  of  the  Dittriot  of  OoltUDbia  bnt  of  the 
whole  Amwioui  people ;  and  tbev  oondeniD  thia 
and  every  other  apeciea  of  Mmbllng.  Ought, 
then,  the  man  wholiaa  been  elevated  to  the  most 
exalted  statioo  npon  earth,  and  whose  eiampla 
rnnat  have  a  most  powerful  and  eslenatve  infia- 
ence  npon  the  moral*  of  the  70Dth  of  onr  eonn- 
trj,  to  set  np  a  billiard  table  as  an  article  of  fiirni- 
tnre,  In  the  bonee  which  belooga  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  f  He  oertainlj-  ought  not  to  keep 
aach  an  article  of  furniture  in  that  house,  nor 
onght  he  there  to  pla^  at  the  ^me.  I  should 
never  have  invaded  his  domeatio  retirement  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  disoovering  whether  he  kept  a 
hilliard  table  or  not.  I  should  never  have 
been  the  first  to  bring  this  matter,  either  before 
the  Honie,ortheDonntr7,  It  baa  been  brought 
here  hy  others,  and  I  felt  it  to  b«  mj  dnt;  to 
azpreai  mj  opinion  npon  the  snbjeot. 

I  ahsl]  now  approach  another  branch  of  mj 
ooUeagne'*  ar^mont  I  fblly  assent  to  hi* 
general  propoeition,  that  it  is  both  onr  dntj  and 
onr  Interest  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with 
ererr  civilized  nation ;  and  for  that  pnrpoee  we 
■hotud  interehange  with  them  Miniatwi  and 
diplomatic  agents.  Onr  Hiniaters,  when  sent 
to  a  foreign  eonrt,  ahonld  remain  there,  and 
not  return  home  at  the  end  of  the  ^ear.  The 
qoeetion  upon  which  I  would  say,  I  shonld  Join 
iasoe  with  the  (rnktleman.  did  this  eipressiou 
not  "nnell  of  Uie  shop,"  is  in  what  manner 
on^t  onr  Uinisters  to  appear  abroad!  Ours 
is  the  only  pnre  Kepublican  (Hovenunent  npon 
the  earth.  Alt  onr  habiu  and  our  manners 
ought  U>  be  congenial  to  the  simplicity  end 
di^itj  of  onr  institntions.  Among  men  of 
eente  abroad,  onr  Ministers  attired  in  the  style 
of  oonntry  geoQeiaea,  wonld  he  more  respect- 
able, and  more  respected,  than  if  they  were 
bedizened  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow. 


e  must  fail.  The  verieBt  menial  of  the  most 
oontemptible  court  in  Europe  who  appears 
abroad  in  the  character  of  a  foreign  Minister, 
will  be  able  to  eclipse  in  dreea  and  finery,  the 
representatives  of  the  American  people. 

What  was  the  example  of  the  ancient  Bo- 
mans  t  In  the  days  of  their  purity  and  their 
greatness  did  they  ever  attempt  to  vie  with  the 
splendor  of  the  Anatio  despots  whom  they  aub- 
doed  t  Did  they  send  ambassodon  to  the 
East,  clothed  in  gorgeous  apparel  I  No,  they 
went  in  the  simple  dignity  of  Roman  oitizens, 
clothed  with  the  majesty  and  power  of  the 
Roman  people :  and  they  carried  respect  for 
the  Soman  name,  wherever  they  went.  It 
was  npon  this  model  that  Dr.  Franklin  acted, 
when  he  appeared  as  our  Uioiater  at  the  court 
of  France,  in  the  plain  dress  of  a  oonntry 
gentleman.  He  wonld  have  deserved  immor- 
tality for  this  act  alone.  He  set  on  example 
from  which  hli  eaocessors  ought  never  to  have 
departed. 

what  Is  now  the  caset  The  last  Administra- 
tion have  prescribed  a  uniform  to  be  worn  by 
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onr  foreign  ICnisters.  It  conrista  of  a  miBisiy 
coat,  oovered,  and  ^tiering  with  gdd  lac«,as 
cost  of  which  is  not  lees  t^n  000  dollai^  nd 
a  chapean  and  small  sword,  corresponding  with 
it  in  splendor  I  And  this  drew  is  whi^  oj 
colleagne  has  called  the  livery  of  the  American 
people,  which  onr  Uinisters  onght  to  be  prood 
to  wear  I  I  protest  agunst  this  dress  bMsg 
called  the  livery  of  the  American  people,  b 
is  not  BO.  It  is  the  livery  of  the  lart,  and  the 
present  Administration.  No  gentleman  wbo 
valued  his  standing  with  the  |>e«^e  of  this 
country,  wonld  ever  wpear  bef(H«  them  in 
snch  a  garb.  The  people  of  the  Unlt«d  Ststcs 
do  not  even  know  that  >noh  a  dreas  has  beta 
prescribed  for  their  UinistMS  abroad.  In  nuoj 
instances  it  mnst  make  na  appear  ritUcolons  ii 
the  eyes  of  foreign  naticms.  Imagine  to  yew- 
self  a  grave  and  venerable  stateaman  who  nenr 
attended  a  militia  truning  in  his  life,  bnt  wbo 
has  been  elevated  to  the  station  of  a  fbiwji 
Uinister,  in  oonsequence  of  his  dvU  attunntsnt^ 
appearing  at  court,  arrayed  in  this  militsiy 
coat  wiUi  a  obapeau  under  hia  arm  and  a 
small  sword  dangling  at  his  side  I  Is  not  sadi 
a  man  compeUed,  by  conforming  to  this  regnla- 
tioo,  to  render  himself  ridionlonal  "A  nuli- 
tary  ohieftejn,"  who,  in  early  life,  had  received 
his  education  at  Weet  Point,  not  the  old  "  eitt- 
len  soldier"  wbo  rewdee  upon  his  farm,  mi^ 
sport  a  dress  of  this  kind  with  some  degree  tl 
grace ;  bat  what  a  rkUonlons  spectaote  wonld  i 
grave  lawyer  or  judge,  (^  sixty  year8<rf  age,  pre- 
sent, arrayed  in  such  a  costume  i  If  the  suary  of 
onr  foreign  IGnisters  be  not'Snfficaent  to  eoiUs 
them  to  exercise  that  lit>eraL  bnt  plma  hos- 
pitality, which  belongs  to  the  cnaraoter  of  their 
country,  I  tay  agNn,  let  it  be  increased ;  bat 
let  them  never  forget  in  their  dress,  or  in  their 
manners,  the  simple  grandeur  which  belong  tc 
the  character  of  R^oblicans.  I  trust,  tbil, 
ere  long,  the  days  of  Franklin    will  again 

The  gentleman  has  informed  na,  that  it  is  hii 
opinion  we  ought  to  be  represented  at  tb« 
Congress  of  Taonbaya,  should  it  ever  aaaembk 
Whatever  I  may  have  thought  of  the  Minim,! 
most  heartily  approved  of  the  sdection  of  tb* 
Minister.  For  one,  I  shall  never  sanction  any 
improper  allusions  made  npon  this  floor  to  that 
gentleman,  in  relation  to  this  Mission.  Tbersii 
no  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  Administraticm,  whoa 
I  shonid  rather  see  promoted^  nor  is  there  sny 
man  among  them  more  deeervmg  of  promotiML 
If  he  should  ever  again  go  to  Tacnbaya,  I 
shonid  regret  to  see  him  in  any  drees,  bnt  i> 
that  of  an  American  gentleman.  In  that  cos- 
tume, he  will  infinitely  better  represent  hii  own 
character,  and  that  of  the  American  people 
than  if  he  were  decked  ont  in  all  the  sploidid 
unifoim  prescribed  by  the  Administration.  B» 
will  then  set  an  example  of  p1alnn««  and  nm- 
plicity,  which  may  be  osefol  to  the  K^uUits 
of  the  South. 

The  gentleman  has  awarded  the  lanrri  cn>¥^ 
to  deck  the  brow  of  the  Uilitwy  Ghieftiio; 
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but  hu  decreed  tbe  dvic  wreath  to  the  states- 
man  ripened  by  the  experience  of  40  years. 
He  hoa  informed  on  he  was  no  prophet ;  and  I 
"believe  the  fates  will  never  connrm  hla  decree. 
I  trost  and  believe,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  Btates  will  elevate  the  "citizen  soldier" 


bj'  them,  I  ventnre  to  predict,  that  their  award 
wilt  entwine  the  oivio  wreath  with  die  laurel 
«rowii ;  and  that  Jackson  will  live  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  conntry,  as  the  man,  of  the  present 
age,  who  was  "  first  in  war,  finit  in  pea«e,  and  . 
first  in  the  hearts  of  his  conntrjmeD."  I  believe 
that  the  annals  of  the  hnman  race  will  furnish 
bnt  (bw  eiamplM  of  men,  who  were  endowed 
bj  natore  witb  r^  and  distinguiebed  military 
talents,  without,  at  the  same  time,  possessing 
the  capacity  for  dvil  oommoDd.  It  wonld  be 
easy  to  qnote  a  splendid  catalogue  of  names,  in 
proof  of  this  aiisertioD;  bnt  I  shall  only  mention 
those  of  Pericles,  OinoinDatas,  Charlemagne, 
Alfred,  Henry  the  IVth  of  France,  NairalBon— 
and,  above  all,  our  own  nneqnalled  Wash- 
ington. 

TcuDAT,  February  6. 

The  House  ag^n  took  up  the  reaoIuti<m  on 
Betrenchment. 

Mr.  KiTBS  sai^  that,  in  embarking  npon  the 
wide  ooean  of  debate  which  lay  before  him,  he 
hardly  knew  from  what  point  to  take  his 
departure,  or  in  what  diraotion  to  steer  his 
course.  But,  as  some  chart  was  indispensably 
necessary,  on  so  extensive  a  voyage,  he  would 
endeavor  to  take  the  rcsolntions  npon  the  table 
for  his  guide,  with  no  other  deviations  than  the 
BtresB  of  antecedent  debate  should  unavoidably 
force  him  into.  In  pursuing  this  coaree  of  dis- 
eosrion,  he  shoald  very  much  regret  if  any 
thing  he  might  say  should  eioite  a  single  un- 
pleasant sensation  in  the  bosom  of  any  member 
of  the  House,  or  be  considered,  in  any  degree, 
indecorous  or  disreepeotful  towards  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  I  may  truly  affirm, 
said  itr.  B.,  that  I  entertain  none  oUier  than 
ttie  kindest  feelings  for  every  gentleman  with 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  associated  npon 
this  floor;  and  towards  the  members  of  the 
Administration,  however  much  I  may  be  politi- 
oally  opposed  to  them,  I  have  never  harbored 
the  allghteat  sentiment  uf  ill-will  or  personal 
aotipouiy.  Bat,  as  guardians  of  the  public 
veal,  and  sentinela  of  the  public  liberty,  it 
sometimea  becomes  our  duty  here  to  speak 
nnpalatable  truths.  In  doing  so,  I  have  always 
endeavored  to  separate  the  private  from  the 
pnblio  characters  of  persons  in  office;  and 
while  I  reserve  to  myself  at  all  times,  every 
leiptimate  freedom  of  remark  upon  their  officiu 
oondnct,  I  hope  I  shaft  never  say  any  thing 
whioh  would  be  a  just  cause  of  p««onaI  offbnoe 
to  them  or  their  friends. 

In  this  spirit,  I  proceed  to  the  oimrideration 
ot  the  resolutions  npon  the  table.    There  are 


two  fhatnrea  common  to  all  the  propo^tiona. 
They  all  oontemplate  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  retreacbiuK  the  future  expensea  of 
the  Government,  and  an  examination  into  Hs 
post  disbursements.  Bir,  I  am  decidedly 
friemdly  to  both  of  these  objects.  Bnt  as  a 
means  of  effecting  them,  I  prefer  the  resolution 
recentiy  submitted  by  my  friend  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  Qir.  Hakiltoh,)  because  it  is  more 
epeeiflo  and  practical  ia  its  character,  and  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  employ  the  instrumentality 
of  a  special,  instead  of  a  Standing  Committee. 
Bir,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  inqniry,  that  it  cannot  be  satisfac-  . 
torily  conducted  by  any  of  the  Btandmg  Com 
mittees,  already  burthened  with  pre-existing 
duties.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  proportion 
of  the  gentiemac  from  Bonth  Carolina,  will  re* 
oeive  the  support  of  every  one  who  has  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart. 

Though  it  is  rather  old-fkshioned  doctrine, 
Mr.  Spwiker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart  I  be- 
lieve there  is  great  occasion  for  it  It  is  now 
twenty-five  years  since  there  has  been  any  sya- 
tomotic  reformation  in  Uie  organization  and  ex- 
pMises  of  the  several  I>^)artmenta  of  the  Gov- 
ernment The  reformation  I  allude  to,  was  at 
the  commenoement  of  Mr.  Jefibrson's  Admin- 
istration, when  it  was  thorough  and  complete. 
Oonsidering  the  tendency  of  all  Gk>vemmenta 
to  abuse,  to  the  aoonmnlation  of  unneoesaary 
expenses,  and  theincumbranceof  useless  offices, 
I  cannot  doubt  that  there  has  arisen  much  atnee 
that  period  which  requires  correction.  The 
tree  of  Executive  patronage  is  continuallr 
throwing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which 
as  constantly  coll  for  the  application  of  the 
prunine-knife. 

While  the  gentieman  from  Uassochusetts 
(Mr,  Evbrbtt)  assented  to  the  general  tendency 
of  all  Governments  to  abuse,  he  said  that  the 
abuse  to  which  this  Government  was  most 
prone,  was  the  abuse  of  parsimony.  Sir,  this 
idea  ia  contradicted  by  the  whole  history  ot  the 
operations  of  the  Government ;  and  a  little  re- 
flection wilL  I  think,  satisfy  the  gentleman 
himself  that  tils  notion  is  follftcions.  How  ore 
theexpensesof  this  Government  supplied  I  By 
direct  unpomtions  npon  the  great  body  of  the 
people  I  No,  sir,  if  uiis  were  the  ease,  it  would 
be  some  check  npon  the  extravagance  of  the 
Qovemmeut  In  tiie  State  Governments,  when- 
ever a  new  expenditure  is  authorized,  the  means 
of  meeting  that  eipenditore  roust  be  OTovided 
by  direct  taxation  upon  the  people,  The  tax- 
gatherer  goes  annually  to  tbe  oititen,  and  exacts 
from  him  his  share  of  the  public  contribntitnis. 
If  he  finds  that  share  greater  than  it  was  the 
year  before,  he  knows  by  whose  act  it  is  so; 
he  demands  of  his  Representative  the  reason 
for  it ;  and  unless  that  reason  is  sBtisbctary, 
he  dismisses  him,  and  chooses  another.  It  is  this 
direct  and  undisguised  operation  of  the  systttn 
of  pnblio  revenue,  under  the  State  Qovwn- 
ments,  whioh  renders  the  Bepresmtotlve  prao- 


ABBID&MENT  OF  THE 


rIL] 


ticallf  and  constsotly  re^Duble  to  his  cwi- 

stitaec^  aod  this  respooHibilitj  ia  ft  Hoffloient 
Mcoritj  agaiuHt   prodigality  in  the  Oovem- 

Bnt,  in  this  Qovenioieiit,  the  rerenae  which 
SDppIies  the  pablic  ezpenditures,  ia  not  drawn 
into  the  Treaanry  direcUj  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  althongh  thej  nltJmAtdj  pay  it. 
They  pay  it,  however,  in  the  shape  of  an  in- 
oressed  price  for  the  oommodities  they  consume ; 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to 
an  act  of  the  GoTemmeat,  they  K«norally  look 
no  farther  than  the  merchant  with  whom  they 
,deaL  In  this  way,  the  impo«Uoa  is  dtagnieed, 
and  the  Bepresentative  is  screened  from  re- 


oomjinoction  m  we  vote  thoosands  in  the  State 
Iiegislatores.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  the 
tendency  of  this  GoTemment,  so  lone  ts  the 
national  revenue  ia  derived  principally  aosa  ex- 
ternal duties,  will  be  to  profnuon  and  extrava- 
gance ;  and  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
Uiosetts  Buppasea,  to  parsimoDy. 

These  general  ctHuiderations  aofScieDtly  in- 
dicate, to  my  mind,  the  necessity  of  some 
reviuon  of  the  eipensea  of  the  Government, 
with  a  view  to  retreuohment.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Ur.  S&bobaitt)  said, 
tiiat  some  basis  ought  to  be  laid  for  the  inqairy. 
Whal^  air  I  doea  the  gentleman  require  actual 
proof  of  the  existence  of  abuses  i  This  proof 
cannot  be  had  without  inqairy.  If^  then,  we 
oan  take  no  initiatory  meaaore,  ibr  the  oorroc- 
Idonof  abuses,  without  previous  proof  of  their 
exislance ;  as  that  proof  cannot  be  had  without 
inquiry,  and  as,  accordinff  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Fennsylvania,  no  inqairy  on 
the  subject  onght  to  be  made  without  proo^ 
^Qsee  molt  ever  remain  wiUiont  ever  being 
oorreoted.  The  effect  of  tbe  dootrine  is  to 
Aelter  the  abnsea  of  Government  widi  an  iu- 
TiolBble 


another  reason  agunst  this  inquiry,  whii 
prises  me  no  less.  He  said  he  wonld  not  move 
Bach  an  inqniry,  iMoanse  it  was  calcnlated  to 
weaken  the  affeotiona  of  the  people  for  the 
Government,  (not  the  Ezecntive  Department 
merely,  bat  the  whole  Government,)  by  giving 
sanoldon  to  the  idea  that  there  are  abases  here. 
Sir,  I  wonld  respectfully  submit  it  to  that  gea- 
tleman,  whether  the  affections  and  confidence 
of  the  people  will  be  most  weakened  by  the 
BUppreasion  of  inquiry,  and  thereby  producing 
npon  the  pnbUc  mind  the  impression  that  we 
are  disposed  to  ooanive  at,  and  acquiesce  in, 
abases,  or  by  pursuing  inquiry  to  show  a  deUr- 
minatioD  either  to  puri^  the  Government  from 
abusea,  if  Qiey  exist,  or  to  clear  it  of  the  odium, 
and  suspicion  of  them,  if  they  do  not  exist. 

But,  sir,  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania 
took  still  bolder  ground.  He  not  only  said  that 
Uiere  was  no  sufficient  proof  of  abases  calling 
for  reform,  but  he  attempted  to  show,  that,  in 
fao^  there  are  no  abnse^  and  that  Iha  adminia- 
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tralion  of  the  Government  ia  dtstingidsbed  by 
extraordinary  economy.  Sir,  how  didheiuks 
this  out?  Bj  reviewing  the  fiscal  operaliMis 
of  the  Government  for  the  last  twelve  jem, 
from  161S  to  1637,  and  exhibiting  their  seei- 
mulated  results.  He  told  na  that,  within  Ihit 
period,  seventy  millions  of  the  public  debt  hid 
been  paid  ofi^  be^des  maii^UiouiK  the  Aimj, 
the  Kavy,  the  Civil  list,  and  all  the  ouier  brsochN 
of  the  public  service;  and  seemed  to  relyupoo 
this  aa  a  condaaive  proof  of  the  econtonicil 
administration  of  oar  finances.  8ir,  the  fint 
remark  which  oMura  upon  this  statement  ia 
that,  admitting  its  sufficiency  as  evidence  a 
economy,  it  does  not  prove,  what  is  the  taly 
matter  with  which  we  nave  any  wmoeru,  thit 
the  administration  of  the  ^vemmoit  is,  it 
the  present  time,  sn  economical  one.  It  cooli 
prove  only,  Ihat^  in  times  past,  there  has  beet 
eoonomy  I 

But,  sir,  I  waive  this  objection,  and  wiH  go 
back  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  re- 
trospect. Ia  it  not  a  Uttie  singular,  that,  while 
the  gentleman  was  t«l]iug  ns  of  the  amoont  et 
debt  which  had  been  paid  o^  and  the  expoiM 
which  had  been  met  by  the  Govemmmt,  u 
evidence  of  its  economy,  it  did  not  occur  to  bim 
that  be  ought  to  have  told  ua  aomethiug  of  the 
means  which  had  beea  put  at  its  di^iofial,  (or 
the  accompliahment  of  these  objects  t  Scihhoij, 
sir,  is  a  relative  thing ;  it  depends  on  the  pro- 
portion between  the  reaalts  which  have  been 
accomplished,  and  the  resoorcesvhich  have bett 
fumiabed  for  accomplishing  them. 

Now,  sir,  what  were  the  resources  itf  tbs 
Government  during  those  twelve  years,  troa 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  baa  oollMted 
the  results  he  so  fondly  displayed  to  the  adnuia- 
tion  of  the  Hoose!  Why,  sir,  more  thaoSOO 
millions  of  dollars.  During  several  yean  cf 
the  period  indnded  in  the  honorable  gtntlt- 
mui's  retrospect,  we  bad  direct  tax«^  ssd  I 
system  of  internal  revenue ;  and  fran  tbcst 
sonroes.  added  to  the  cnstonu,  the  sales  t^psb- 
lic  lands,  and  the  bank  bonus  and  dividutdf 
the  whole  revenue  which  flowed  into  the  poUio 
Treasury,  from  1616  to  1827,  oonsiderably  «i- 
oeeded  800  miUions  of  dollars  I  Now,  ar,  Thh 
such  a  fund  as  this  at  its  disposal,  ia  it  pn»( 
uther  of  eitraonlioary  fra^^ty,  or  of  cw- 
summate  financial  skill  in  the  GovemmeDt,  to 
have  paid  off  70  millions  of  the  debt,  end  d»- 
frayed  its  current  expenses  t 

The  average  annual  receipts  of  the  Govani- 
ment,  during  this  period,  amounted  to  nun 
than  35  millions.  We  will  snppose  tbit  sboiil 
10  millions  were  annnally  applied  to  the  priim- 
pal  and  interest  of  tlie  pnbuo  debt  The  ordi- 
nary ourrent  expenses  of  the  GoremmeDt  nuT 
have  amounted  to  about  another  sum  of  id 
millions  annually ;  and  there  then  reuuiiwd  t 
sum  of  5  millions  to  be  expended  ad  KWm. 
Row  the  honorable  gentleman  can  deduw,  ftem 
these  facts,  an  evidence  of  the  economy  of  ttM 
Government,  I  cannot  oonouve. 

Bn^  sir,  tho  g     ' 
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exhibited  aoother  view  of  this  subject,  for  the 
*  purpose  of  Bliowing  us  how  lightl  j  we  are  taxed 
for  the  anpport  of  onr  institutions.  He  told  as 
that  the  whole  eipenditore  of  the  Qovemment, 
■  for  the  yew  1826,  was  34  minions  of  dollars, 
which,  assessed  upon  oor  twelve  milliouB  of 
population,  prodnces  a  charge  of  onlj  two  dol- 
lars a  Lead,  while,  accordine  to  a  statement  he 
made,  the  taxation  of  the  British  people 
amoants  to  fifteen  dollars  a  head.  Observing, 
(in  passing  merelj,)  that  the  geiftlenian  has 
stated  the  amount  of  pnblio  buruienB  in  Great 
Britluu,  enormous  as  they  cert^nl;  are,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  I  have  ever  seen  any  authority 
for,  I  thinlc  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  him,  that 
be  has  pnt  onr  own  much  too  tow.  His  state- 
ment pretermits  several  important  items,  which 
nndoubtedlj  enter  largely  into  our  complica- 
ted system  of  public  bortheos. 

He  seemed  to  aaanme  the  amount  of  datias 
paid  to  the  Government,  as  the  All  measures 
O^Americon  taxation.  Bat,  air,  this  is  not 
so.  It  is  true  that  the  proems  of  the  daties 
are  all  which  the  Government  receives,  but 
they  are  not  all  that  the  people  pay.  The  mer- 
chant, who  pays  the  duties  to  the  Government 
in  advance,  must  have  his  profit  upon  that  ad- 
vance inolnded  in  the  price  of  the  goods;  and 
this  profit,  repeated  and  mnltJpUed  through  a 
series  of  exchanges,  amonnta,  at  last,  to  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  consumer,  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  to  the  Government.  The 
ordinary  amount  of  duties  is  twenty-odd  mil- 
lions, and  the  osnol  mercantile  profit,  of  from 
S3^,  to  GO  per  cent,  upon  that  sum,  wonld  raise 
the  whole  choice,  imposed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  about  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 
But  to  ascertain  the  taH  amonnt  of  public  bur- 
thens snstained  by  the  people  of  this  oonntry, 
joa  must  also  take  into  the  account  the  taxes 
uiposed  by  the  State  Governments,  with  all 
their  subordinate  local  jurisdictions,  compre- 
hending, besides  the  general  revenue  of  the 
State,  the  county  levies,  the  parish  rates,  and 
numerous  other  public  exactions  of  one  sort  or 
another,  which  have  been  estimated  by  a  most 
able  statist,  as  well  as  statesman,  (Coh  Bbntok, 
of  the  Senate,)  at  a  roimd  sum  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  more. 

We  have  thus  a  grand  total  of  fifty  millions 
of  dollars,  instead  of  twenty-odd  milUoDs,  for 
the  amount  of  public  contributions  levied  u^n 
the  people  of  this  country,  which,  deducting 
from  our  population,  two  millions  for  slaves, 
who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  charge  upon  the 
residue,  of  five,  instead  of  two  doUars  a  head. 
ITow,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  me  to  be  an  enor- 
mous load  of  taxation,  even  for  a  much  older 
people  tlian  wo  are ;  and,  accordinglv,  one  of 
the  moat  profound  politicians  of  the  old  world, 
the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  stated 
elsewhere  hy  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have 
already  Eluded,)  iu  graduating  the  actual  taxa- 
tion of  different  countries,  has  placed  ns  apon 
the  scale  in  a  middle  position  between  Great 
Britdn,  the  most  heaviljr  taxed,  and  fVanoe,  the 


next  most  heavily  taxed  country,  (but  for  the 
exception  be  makes  of  us,)  in  the  world. 

But,  sir,  the  comparison  which  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  relative  moderation  of  our  public  burthens, 
is  obviously  unfair,  in  many  respects.  The 
British  Government  is  now  nearly  eight  centn- 
riea  old,  and  during  that  time  has  been  engaged 
in  a  long  succession  of  wars,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, which  have'  accumulated  upon  It  on  im- 
mense mass  of  public  debt.  To  pay  the  inter- 
est of  this  debt,  and  whatever  portion  of  its 
principal  it  may,  and  at  the  sanie  time  to  sup- 
port the  cumbrous  and  expensive  establishments 
which  results  from  its  political  organization.  It 
must  impose  upon  its  subjects  aweigbtof  taxa- 
tion equal  to  their  utmost  copacity  to  bear. 
But  onr  situation  is  altogether  different.  Onr 
national  existence  hardly  extends  beyond  half 
a  century,  and  the  simplicity  of  our  republicaa 
institutions  neither  requires  nor  tolerates  the 
costiy  appendages  whicQ  belong  to  other  Gov- 
ernments. The  pnblio  debt  of  Great  Britain 
unounts,  at  this  moment,  to  between  three  and 
four  thousand  millions  of  dollars ;  an  amount 
more  than  fifty  times  greater  than  our  national 
debt.  Now,  as  the  burthens  imposed  by  every 
Government,  must  he  in  proportion  to  the 
charges  existing  upon  it,  I  would  ask,  with 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  made  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  this  country,  under 
these  widely  different  circumstances,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  economy  of  onr  Government? 

Bat,  sir,  I  protest  altogether  against  com- 
parisons with  foreign  Governments,  Our  in- 
stitutions, our  situation,  moral  and  physical, 
the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people,  are  all  pe- 
culiar. They  are  #ui  getitri*.  In  having  the 
freest  Government  in  the  world,  we  are  enti- 
tled, by  the  favor  of  Providence,  to  the 
greatest  share  of  public  blessinffs ;  and  among 
them,  that  we  should  not  be  subjected  to  a  re- 
lentless taxation  which  takes  "  from  the  mouth 
of  labor,  the  bread  it  has  earned."  In  what 
consists  the  value  of  a  free  Qovenitnent,  if  it  ia 
not  that,  by  the  constant  influence  and  ^control 
of  the  will  of  the  people  over  their  rulers,  the 
Qovenunent  is  restrained  from  oppression,  pe- 
onniary  as  well  as  personal  t  Sir,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  tell  ns  to 
what  a  situation  the  people  of  Greet  Britain 
had  been  reduced  by  their  public  burthens— of 
the  number  of  their  paupers  and  starvelings — 
that  two-flfths  of  the  whole  population  of  that 
country  were  kept  alive  by  being  billeted  upon 
the  construned  charity  of  the  remuning  three- 
fifths. 

Wonld  the  worthy  gentteman  have  na  esteem 
ourselves  happy,  and  without  any  cause  to 
complain  of  governmental  exactions,  as  long  as 
we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of  this  extremity 
of  wretchedness?  I  hope  not,  sir.  I  have 
long  thought,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to 
egress  such  on  opinion,  that  there  is  too  ^at 
a  oiapoeition  among  some  of  our  distingiiuhed 
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Jring  our  sffiiirs,  our  policy  »nd 

our  principlee,  to  the  Btandard  of  foreign  Oov- 
emmeDts.  A  prominent  featnre  in  the  cele- 
brated first  Tiws«ag«  of  the  present  Chief  Uagi»- 
tnte  to  Congress,  vas  its  perpetnal  fond  re- 
cairenee  to  tbe  proceedings  of  Foreign  Govern- 
tnenta,  as  tbe  lessoD  of  our  political  duties,  and 
tbe  measure  of  Our  political  powers.  He  told 
US  wbat  France,  vbat  Russia,  what  Great 
Britain  bad  done,  and  gave  ns  to  nnderstand 
tbst  TO  shonld  go  and  do  likewise.  Now,  sir, 
to  all  this  I  object,  as  anti-American — as  anti- 
Bepublican.  Our  cironnutancea  and  onr  insti- 
tntions  are  peculiar,  and  so  too  should  be  our 
policy. 

But,  sir,  to  return  to  tbe  mbjeot  of  onr  pnb- 
lio  expeaditurea.  I  would  say  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  fnun  Pennsylvania,  that  tbe  true 
mode  of  testing  the  economy  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, at  any  given  period,  is  not  to  compare  its 
expenses  with  those  of  a  foreign  Government, 
but  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period. 
Now,  ST,  if  we  do  this  we  shall  find  that,  dur- 
ing Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  in  i802,  for 
example,  the  whole  expenditnres  of  tbe  Got- 
emment,  exdniive  of  tbe  payments  of  the  pnb- 
lio  debt,  amoonted  to  93,787,907 ;  while  tbe 
•ame  clauof  expenditnres  during  tbe  year  182S, 
according  to  tbe  last  Treasury  report,  amounted 
to  $1S,04S,S1S.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure  equal  to  3S0  per  cent,  in 
less  than  2G  years,  which,  afler  making  every 
cUowance  for  the  growth  of  tbe  country,  and 
the  expansion  of  its  institutiona,  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  disproportionate  and  extravagant 

Bir,  I  bare  dwelt  tiie  longer  upon  tbeee 
Tiewa,  because  I  have  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
TictioiL  that  economy  is  a  cardinal  virtue  in 
every  Republican  Government.  It  is  not  mere- 
ly for  the  pflcnniory  saving,  and  the  consequent 
~~]ief  to  the  industry  and  resources  of  the  peo- 

ij  which  it  brings  with  it,  that  I  esteem  it 
IS  still  more  for  its  political  effects.  It  is 
not  only  the  close  ally,  but  the  surest  guarantee 
of  the  public  liberty.  It  is  the  great  instru- 
ment for  restrtuning  that  dangerous  principle  of 
Executive  influence,  which  is  perpetually  un- 
dermining and  assailing  the  fabric  of  free  Gov- 
ernment everywhere,  and  of  oar  own  not  lese 
than  others.  This  Influence  exerts  and  enlarges 
Itaelf  throngh  the  disbnrsements  of  public  mon- 
ey, nttimately  under  one  shape  or  another. 
JMmini^  the  public  expenditure,  then,  and  yon 
At  the  same  time  diminish  Eiecntive  influence. 


be«i  my  opinion,  that  there  is  a  decided  ten- 
dency in  our  Government  to  a  dangerous  and 
disproportionate  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
Executive  branch,  and  that  Monarchy  is  the 
enthanaua  of  our  political  system.  GeutlemeD 
who  treat  these  fears  as  oltogetlier  visionary, 
and  those  especially,  who,  like  the  distingaidied 
memt)er  from  Pennsylvania,  consider  patronage 
a  diaadvantage,  rather  than  an  aid  to  an  Ad- 
ministration, have  not,  I  am  persuaded,  ex- 
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ful  engise,  in  the  magnitude  which  it 
pment,  attained.  Having  been  led,  by  paitiB- 
ular  circnmstances,  during  the  last  Fession  of 
Congress  to  loobinto  this  subject,  I  will  rtfwtt 
here  the  resnlt  of  an  inveetigation  then  mj 
carefully  made.  Many  persons  have  htstilr 
supposed  that  the  patronage  of  the  Eieenltit 
consisted  eidnnvely  in  q>pointinents  to  office. 
But  an  equally,  if  not  more  important  hniuk 
of  patronage,  consists  in  tbe  dispodtiou  of  pub- 
lic moneys  through  tbe  medium  of  oontradt 
made  nitder  the  direction  of  the  Eiecutin. 
Both  of  theee  branches  were  included  in  ib 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  Executive  pstrouM 
made  by  Mr.  Gallatht,  in  '99,  and  I  took  tH 
list  of  items,  enumerated  by  him,  as  the  tnai 
of  my  calculation. 

In  doing  this,  I  found  that  tbe  "  annul  ftj 
of  the  officers  in  the  several  Departments  at 
the  Treasury,  SUte,  War,  and  Navy,  and  tb«r 
dependencies ;  of  tbe  Attorney-General,  sft 
Postmaster  General,  Judges,  Marshal^  sol 
District  Attorneys,  Officers  of  the  Cnstixa^ 
Postmasters ;  of  Diplomatic  characters,  Ceo- 
mereia]  Agents,  (exclusive  of  Consuls,)  C<b- 
roissionera  under  Treaties,  Territorial  Offieer^ 
Indian  Agents,  Burveyors,  Renstero,  ReceivR^ 
&6. ; "  in  Hne,  the  pay  of  dl  OvU  Offioer^ 
whose  appointments  depend  npon  the  Exco- 
tive,  added  to  the  oommisrioaea  officers  of  th* 
Army  and  Navy  amoonted  to  abont  $3,500,000 ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  ^qxised  otVl 
contracts  made  nnder  the  direction  of  tbs  Er- 
ecntiTO,  including  Fortifleationa,  Docks,  Ki*7 
Yards,  Internal  Improvements,  ligbthooM^ 
transpiortation  of  the  Mml,  supplying  the  pro- 
visions, clothing,  guns,  cannon,  Ac,,  tor  tba 
Anny,  bnilding  slaps  and  famishing  sappHts 
necessary  for  the  Navy,  was  about  (4,600,000; 
making  an  a^regato  of  eight  millions  annaiD;: 
four  times  the  amount  of  Eiecntive  patrraiie^ 
as  estimated  by  Hr.  Gallatin  in  '99. 

Kow,  rir,  when  the  honorable  gentlnua 
fh>m  pWnsylvania  comes  to  survey  Ihia  Im- 
mense field,  so  productive  in  rich  reward^  bt 
can  no  longer,  1  am  sure,  consider  its  poMMWoa 
a  disadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it.  Ec  irifl 
see  that,  alUiongb  the  hopes  of  an  eipectuU 
may  be  sometimes  disanpomted,  in  relstioD  to 
a  particular  office,  yet  uiat,  in  the  moltiidicitf 
of  other  botma  and  fiivors  to  be  di^toMd  ii, 
ample  means  are  affbrded  to  ret^n  his  fidelity, 
and  to  console  and  indemnify  him  for  hii  Sn' 
^sappointment. 

Believing  this  immense  force  of  Eiecntrrf 
patronage  to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  libertj, 
and  as  the  disbursements  of  public  money  mmt 
necessarily  be  made  by  the  Executive  brwdi 
of  the  Government,  that  every  increase  of  «i- 
penditure  tends  directly  to  mcrease  tbe  i<<~ 
fluence  of  that  Department,  I  am  for  embndiv 
every  fit  occasion  to  reduce  the  public  eipwdt- 
ture  to  the  real  demands  of  tbe  pnUie  aerrice. 
It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  pditicalol^ 
J  eot,  that  I  attadi  10  modi  importance  te  ■  vl* 
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ierel7  to  the  saring  of  rooiiaj,  thoagli  that  was 
mnediiiig  to  a  people  groaning  beneath  the 
rei|^t  of  t^eir  pnblic  bnrtbenfl — bat  he  looked 
^jotti,  to  the  higher  objeot  of  diminUhiDg, 
hrongfa  the  iustmnuntalitj  of  pecnniar;  re- 
rutohmeDt,  the  dADgeroos  and  growuig  infln- 
Dca  of  the  croirn.  When,  in  the  aame  mem- 
rable  year,  Hr.  Ihuming  Babmitted  his  cel- 
brated  rcacdation,  affirming  that  the  "  inflaence 
f  the  Oroirn  had  increased,  was  inoreasing, 
Bd  ovg^t  to  be  dimioiahed,"  he  Bobmitted  by 
he  nde  of  it  soother  resolntioii,  affirming  it  tA 
«  th«  right  and  the  datj  of  the  House  of  Gom- 
lona  to  examine  into,  and  correct  abases,  in 
he  expenditure  of  the  pnblic  reTenne,  and  de- 
[ared  that  both  propositions  stood  apoQ  one 
ie«t  principle.  Sir,  there  was  a  period  in  the 
Satorj  of  onr  own  oonntrj,  when  these  doo- 
rines  were  not  only  avowed,  but  practised.  I 
Dude,  air,  to  the  Premdency  of  Hr.  Jefferson, 
rhkub  I  have  ever  looked  back  to  as  the  pnrest 
ra  of  onr  Ooremment — as  the  era  of  sonsd 
rinojplee  and  correct  prsotioea.  As  I  hope  the 
ootrinee  of  QM  day  will  once  agMD,  at  no  very 
Mnote  period,  come  into  favor,  and  as  they  are 
articnlarly  applicable  to  the  sabject  of  oar 
reoent  deUberations,  I  most  beg  permission  to 
ead.  a  beantiM  development  of  them  in  the 
rorda  of  their  great  teacher. 

In  his  first  ofBoial  communication  to  Con- 
nmo,  he  held  the  foUowing  language  : 

"  Tb«se  Tiews  kra  formed  on  iba  eipectation  that 
■enable,  and,  at  the  ume  time,  ■  silataTj  rednc- 
ioa,raaj  take  place  in  our  habitual  expenditures. 
'or  this  purpose,  those  of  the  CirU  Government,  the 
Ltni*,  and  na* j>  «>ll  need  reviaal.  When  we  oon- 
ld0T  that  this  OoTemment  is  charged  with  the  ei- 
■rnal  mad  mutual  relations  only  of  thesa  States ; 
>at  the  States  ihenuelvei  have  the  principal  care 
f  onr  penoQS,  oar  property,  and  our  reputation, 
onstitntlDg  the  great  field  of  buinaa  concerns,  we 
lay  well  doobt  whether  our  organiiation  is  not  too 
omplicaled,  too  expenmve — whether  olSces  and  of- 
cars  tiave  not  been  multiplied  onneceBsaril;,  and 
g^«tinie«  injurlooalv  to  the  serrke  tbej  were 
leant  to  promote.  I  will  cause  to  be  tdd  before 
on  au  esnv  towards  a  statement  of  those  who, 
adar  the  pntiUe  emplofment  of  various  kinds,  draw 
lOOay  fh»a  ths  Treasurj,  or  from  Our  citiaen*. 
Inn  baa  not  permitted  a  perfect  enumeration,  the 
andfloationa  of  office  being  too  multiplied  and  too 
maote  to  be  cunpletely  traced  in  a  first  trial 
Lmoag  tboee  who  are  depeudent  on  Eiecutive  di»- 
retiMi,  1  have  beguo  the  redaction  of  what  was 
kerned  unnecessary.  The  cxpensea  of  diplomatic 
f^ocy  bare  been  considerably  diminished.  Tbe 
uapectots  of  internal  revenue,  wlio  were  found  to 
ibstract  the  acconntabllitj  of  the  insUtution,  have 
■ecu  discontinued.  Several  agencies,  created  by 
he  Executive  authority,  on  satarias  fixed  by  that 
ilao,  bave  been  suppressed,  and  should  suggeot  the 
ixpediency  «f  regaladog  that  power  by  law,  so  as 
«  subject  lis  exercise  to  the  legUatlve  Inspection 
ud  sanctloB.  Other  refonnatlons  of  the  same  kind 
riU  be  putned,  with  that  oaation  wUeh  is  requidte, 


In  removing  nseleae  things,  not  to  injure  what  is  re- 
tained. But  the  great  mass  of  public  offices  is  es- 
tablished by  law,  snd,  therefore,  by  Isw  alone  can 
l>e  abolished.  Should  the  LegialatUFe  think  tt  ex- 
pecUent  to  pass  this  roll  In  review,  and  to  (r;  all  its 
parts  by  the  test  of  public  ntilitj,  they  may  be  as- 
sured of  every  aid  and  light  which  Execudre  infor- 
mation can  yield.  Coodderiag  the  general  tendency 
to  multiply  officers  and  dependencies,  and  to  increase 
einense  to  the  uldmate  term  of  burthen  which  tbe 
can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avsil  ourselvea 


of  every  occudon  wliich  preaents  itself  for  takine  oft 
the  surofaarga  1  that  it  never  maj  be  seen  here,  that, 
after  leaving  to  labin'  the  smallest  portion  of  Ita 


which  it  can  subsist,  Govemmeut  sbaD 
Itself  consume  the  reaidue  of  what  it  was  instituted 
to  guard.  In  oor  care,  too,  of  the  public  conlribo- 
tions  entrusted  to  our  direction,  it  would  be  pmdeirt 
to  multiply  barriers  against  th^  diaslp^ioD,  by  ^»- 
propriaUng  meclflo  snnu  to  even  speeitte  purnos* 
susceptible  of  definition ;  by  ffiaallowbg  all  ^>pue«- 
tiona  of  money  vaijing  fiiUB  tbe  appropriatfoti  la 
object,  or  tianscending  it  in  amount ;  by  reducing 
the  undefioed  Seld  of  contingencies,  and  thereby 
circumscribing  discretionary  powers  over  money ; 
and  by  bringing  back  to  a  single  department,  all 
acconntabllides  for  money,  where  the  eiamlnatioo 
may  be  prompt,  effloadoiis,  and  unifonn." 

I  add,  Ur.  Speaker,  that  I  bad  always  re- 
gained the  Administration  of  Hr.  JeSbraon  aa 
the  purest  and  brightest  era  of  onr  Govern- 
ment. Is  not  the  pr^nant  extract,  which  I 
have  jnst  read  fh>m  his  first  message  to  Con- 
gress, EufBoient  evidence  in  itself  of  the  jnst< 
neas  of  this  preset  Is  it  poamble  to  eonwive 
a  nobler  apeotaele  than  he  presented  on  that 
ocoa«ODt  Tbe  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation 
Tolnntarily  divesting  lunwelf,  by  his  own  act, 
where  it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of 
every  attribnte  of  bis  power,  which,  however 
advantageoDS  to  himself,  he  deemed  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  public  interest;  and  in 
oasea  where  it  was  not  eompetoot  for  him  to 
apply  tbe  remedy,  calling  apon  the  legislativa 
authority  to  do  bo,  by  rodacing  his  patronage 
oircnmsoribing  his  discretion,  and  defining  hia 
powers!  Sir,  the  spectacle  is  rare  as  H  waa 
noble.  If  it  was  not  presomption  in  me,  I 
would  venture  to  reoommend  it  to  the  imita- 
tion of  tbe  dlBtiognished  individnals  who  now 
preside  over  tbe  administratioo  of  our  pobHo 
affairs.  They  might  find  it,  perhapa,  tbe  moat 
effeotnal  means  of  aoaairing  present  popnlarhy, 
as  it  oertwnly  wonla  be  oreamiog  tme  glor^ 
for  tbe  fiitnre.  Bnt  they  aeem  to  bave  taken 
a  different  view  <rf  what  beoame  their  ntna- 

Their  whole  course  has  been  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  self-denying  republicanism  of  Hr. 
Jefierson.  Instead  of  renoimcing  the  eiercisa 
of  power  which  the  laws  and  the  oonstltntiOD 
had  given  them,  we  have  seen  them  laying 
olium  to  powers  whidi  are  sanotioaed  by 
neither ;  instead  of  the  suppresdMi  of  mmaoeo- 
sarj  oSoea,  and  the  curtailment  of  Eieootfva 
patronage,  we  have  seen  them  rapidly  molti- 
plied  and  inorMted,  nnder  tbeir  aiis[do<a;  la- 


3glc 


ABBIDOMintT  OF   IHB 


■B-J 


[FkBmuT,  1S8. 


eniling  the  limitatJoD  of  Exec- 1 
utive  discretion  over  Uie  pnbiic  disbnrsementa, 
we  have  seen  them  Hskiog  for  luge  gruitB  of 
pablio  money,  to  be  expended  at  their  mere 
will  and  pleasare.  To  descend  a  little  more 
into  detajl — let  me  aslc  if  "the  expenses  of 
diplomatic  agency  have  been  C0D»iderablj  di- 
mmished  I "  It  ii  notorioDs  that  the;  bare 
increased,  and  I  shall  presentlj  attempt  to  give 
eome  idea  of  the  extent  of  ibat  increase.  Have 
"any  a^Dcies,  created  bjEiecctive  antboritj, 
on  salaries  fixed  bjtbat  also,  been  euppreesed?" 
Let  the  secret  history  of  the  Eiecative  Depart- 
ments give  the  answer. 

What  re^)ect  bas  been  pud  hj  the  present 
Adminutratiou  to  those  great  maxima  c^  fiscal 
respoDBibilitj',  inculcated  by  Mt.  jefierson? 
Have  they  been  williog  to  acqnieeoe  in  tbedoo- 
trine  of  "  appropriatiog  specific  sams  to  eyery 
■pocifio  purpose  snaeeptible  of  definition!" 
For  an  answer,  I  refer  to  an  estimate  of  one  of 
Uie  Departments;  in  which,  to  effect  a  sarrey  of 
roads  and  canals  of  national  importance,  which 
may  sorely  be  defined,  if  any  talog  bo  snKcep- 
Uble  of  defloitioD,  wo  are  asked  to  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  $G0,OOO— it  was  |30,000  lost  year 
— for  the  survey  of  soch  routes  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  proper  to  denominate  national. 
Have  they  shown  more  respect  for  another  of 
those  maxims,  that  which  enjoins  a  "disallow- 
ance of  all  applications  of  money  varying  from 
the  ^propriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it 
inamomitl"  There  is  now  a  cotnmmiicjttion 
upon  our  tables  from  the  head  of  another  of 
tbe  Deportments,  seeking  to  be  emancipated 
from  this  restraint,  and  asking  for  the  privilege 
of  transferring  ^ipropriations  from  one  object 
of  expenditure  to  anotlier.  Has  there  been  a 
diapoaitiuQ  maiiifest«d  in  the  estimates  of  any 
of  the  Departments,  to  "  reduce  the  undefined 
field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby  circum- 
scribe discretionary  powers  over  money]  "  Sir, 
it  will  be  found  that  this  "  field  of  contin- 
gencies," instead  of  being  reduced  by  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  has  been  greatly  extended, 
and  that  "the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ei- 
ecative over  tiie  public  money,"  have  been  pro- 
portionately enlarged.  Some  of  tbe  items  in 
this  increase  of  "  contingencies,"  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  brmg  more  particularly  to  the  notice 
of  the  House. 

As  I  have  thus  ventured,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  pre- 
sent myself  in  the  unfashionable,  if  not  invidi- 
oQB  character,  of  an  economist,  I  mast  be  per- 
nutted  to  state,  somewhat  more  in  detail,  what 
are  my  notions  upon  this  subject.  Thougli  the 
advocate  of  economy,  I  am  not,  sir,  the  advo- 
cate of  a.  niffgerdly  parsimony.  I  would  do 
away  with,  alfsinecure  places ;  all  snpemnme- 
rary  offices,  whicli  serve  no  other  purpose  than 
to  be  snug  receptacles  for  court  iavoritea,  and 
channels  of  Executive  influence.  But,  in  re- 
lation to  officers  who  are  really  necessary  to  the 
public  service,  I  would  give  them  liberal  com- 
pensations. I  know  not,  at  this  moment,  a 
Bolltary  officer,  vhow  salary  I  wonld  rednee. 


I  would  touch  tbe  saltry  only  throngh  Qm 
office ;  and  by  one  and  tbe  same  act,  v1im«t« 
I  found  a  smecure,  or  a  mere  nominal  empki;- 
ment,  I  wonld  sweep  both  tbe  salary  tod  tht 
office.  In  regard  to  those  great  public  Mtb- 
lisbments  essential  to  the  security  of  the  coui- 

a,  I  wonld  maintain  them  aU  in  astat«rf 
utary  vigor  and  efficiency ;  but  M  tlie  bat 
means  of  doing  that,  I  wonld  endeavw  to  he 
them  from  incumbrance,  and  to  pn^te  ^im 
from  abuse  in  every  branch  of  their  admiiui- 
tration.  Thia,  or,  is  my  idea  of  pnbiic  eon- 
Sir,  I  have  been  very  mnch  sorpriwd  fiiit 
thia  proposition  of  retrenchment  has  been  ■> 
promptly  met  as  an  attack  upon  the  prMot 
Admmistration.  Are  they  not  friends  of  ecoa- 
omy?  The  President  baa  given  us  the  amplot 
profeeeionaapon  this  subject — eTenofa"Btiiet'' 
and  "  vigilant "  economy.  Do  liis  Mends  dis- 
trust his  sincerity,  or  doee  tlieir  sHiability,  a 
the  present  occasion,  arise  from  the  propond 
inquiry  into  the  disbursements  of  the  Govnb- 
ment )  Sir,  this  is  made  our  dnty  annul^, 
by  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  Hmk 
It  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  us  by  a  still  higbs 
authority  —  that  of  the  constitution  iwif; 
which  requires  that  "a  r^pilar  statement  md 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  iH 
public  money,  itbaU  be  published  from  tliiwbi 
time."  Kow,  sir,  to  mAe  this  published  Rst» 
mont  of  the  expenditures  of  public  uiceej 
what  itwasdetdgned  to  be,  a  check  oneitrm- 
gance  and  abase,  it  must,  sometinue  at  lu^ 
embrace  particulars  and  details  which  can  Iw 
elicited  only  by  special  inquiry. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Ibnsebt- 
setta  (Ur.  EvaBrrr)  seemed  to  think  that  n 
bad  no  rightful  authority  to  inquire  iato  tbt 
expenditure  of  one  of  the  funds  embraced  lij 
the  proposed  inquiry — the  fund  fiff  the  conoft' 
gent  expenses  of  foreign  interconrw.  S> 
seemed  to  think  that  this  fund  was  put  intofiie 
hands  of  the  President  as  the  oonstitDtioo*! 
organ  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  natiau, 
and  Uiat  as  such  he  bad  a  right  to  dispose  of  it 
in  any  manner  he  pleased,  without  uiaJoMLg 
the  particulars  of  its  expenditure  to  any  ona 
and  that,  by  the  proposed  inquiiy,  we  i^m 
invade  a  high  prerogative  of  the  Prendential 
office.  Sir,  I  wdl  first  remark  that  this  oljM- 
tiou  proceeds  from  a  misepprehensioa  in  p<^ 
of  fact.  None  of  the  resolntiona  call  tot^ 
particulars  of  the  expenditures  out  of  this  fund 
They  only  ask  for  the  respective  amennMa 
what  has  been  expended  out  of  this  fHiud  tci 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  without  any  l*^* 
lion  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure,  snd  « 
what  has  been  expended  and  settled  iotM 
usual  way,  upon  specific  vouchers.  Tl*  1»^ 
authorizca  the  President  to  cause  the  tijioi^ 
tures  out  of  this  fund  to  be  settled  «t  <i* 
Treascry,  "  by  apecially  accounting  for  •" 
same,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  expeo'^";* 
may,  in  hia  judgment,  be  made  public ; "  ud^ 
othier  inatanoea  by  merely  makmg  a  oertifieA 
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at  the  amonnt  of  anoh  expenditure  as 
thick  it  odviuible  not  to  specifj."  Kow,  Bir,  ine 
resolatioQB  under  consideration  ask  only  for  the 
•nregntes  of  these  two  classes  of  expenditures ; 
and  do  not  seek  a  disclosure  of  tbe  particular 
items  of  either.  There  is,  therefore,  no  fonn- 
dation,  in  point  of  fact,  for  cooBideriiig  these 
resotations  as  invading  an7  prerogative  of  the 
President,  even  if  the  doctnno  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  were  correct. 

Bat,  sir,  as  J  consider  that  doctrine  altogether 
erroneons,  and  of  dangerons  conseqaence  to  the 
le^timate  fnnctionB  of  this  Hooae,  I  beg  leave 
here  to  protest  against  it.  It  was  once  oon- 
tended  in  England,  that  the  Eoose  of  Com- 
mons had  no  right  to  inqaire  into  the  expendi- 
tore  of  the  civU  list  revenue,  becanse  that  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  private  and 
perHonol  grant  to  the  Einr,  snlject  ezclnsivel; 
to  his  own  discretion.  Tnere  ww  a  plBiuihle 
ground  for  that  claim  in  England,  inasranch  as 
the  civil  list  revenne  ia  always  settled  upon  the 
King,  at  his  accession,  for  life.  But  even  there, 
ithM  been  long  since  repudiated,  and  abandon- 
ed by  Ministers  themselves,  and  the  civil  list 
revenne,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of  the 
pnblio  revenue,  is  held  to  be  8  trust,  in  the 
bands  of  the  sovereign,  subject,  at  all  time*,  to 
examination  and  control  by  thaBepresentatives 
of  tlie  people.  If  this  be  the  acknowledged 
doctrine  in  England,  in  relation  to  a  monarch 
holding  his  power  independently  of  any  express 
act  of  consent  on  the  part  of  ^e  people,  how 
mnch  more  applicable  is  it  to  a  Government 
like  ours,  where  the  Chief  Magistrate  is  the 
immediate  creature  and  servant  of  the  pnblio 
wilt  and  respon^ble  for  all  his  acts  t 

This  idea  of  the  reaponaibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  regard  to  the  disborBements  of  what  is 
commonly  called  "  the  secret  service  "  fbnd,  is 
ibnnded  upon  a  total  misconception  of  the  act 
of  OoDgrcos,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
That  act  of  Congress,  properly  oonaidered,  does 
not  vest  any  right  in  the  President.  It  only 
conveys  an  authority  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treosary,  and  empowers  them  to  credit 
dishursements  of  pubho  money,  In  certain 
eases,  wlthont  specific  vouchers,  which,  other- 
viae,  they  would  not  have  been  anthorized  to 
credit.  Hence,  the  concluding  declaration  of 
the  law,  that,  in  oases  of  secret  service,  the 
mere  "certificate  of  the  President  shaU  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  vonoher  for  the  sum  or  sums 
therein  expressed  to  have  been  expended. "  The 
true  purpose  and  effect  of  the  law,  is  to  protect 
the  Priasident  from  disclosing  the  nature  of  his 
e»)enditnres  ont  of  this  fund,  tothescconnting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  and  not  from  com- 
manicating  them  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  In  their  high  official  character,  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  tne  nation,  if  they  deem  it 
expedient  to  call  for  them.  This  power  of  Con- 
gress is  an  inherent  and  fundamental  right  of 
the  people,  and  can  never  be  abandoned  in 
prhtciple,  withont  betraying  the  interests  and 
privileges  cf  our  oonetitnents.    How  far  it  may 
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be  safe  and  prudent  to  exercise  it,  is  another 
inestion^-one  of  mere  discretion,  which  must 
lepend  upon  tjie  particular  circumstances  of 
each  esse,  as  it  ahsll  arise. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  right  and  the  duty  <f 
this  Honse,  at  all  times,  t«i  institute  any  in- 
quiries it  may  deem  necessary  into  the  disbnrse- 
mpnts  of  public  money,  I  should  vote  for  the 
present  inquiry  upon  general  principles  alone. 
Bnt  I  confess,  air,  I  have  a  further  reason  for 
piving  my  assent  to  the  proposed  investigation, 
m  the  present  instance.  I  find  that  much 
larger  sums  have  been  farniahed  to  tlie  prewnt 
Administration,  on  account  of  all  the  funds  em- 
braced in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  than  were 
ftimished  to  the  Administration  which  preceded 
it ;  and  hence  it  seems  to  me  to  I>e  particularly 
proper,  that  we  should  inquire  what  has  created 
the  necessity  for  these  increased  supplies,  and 
in  what  manner  they  have  been  disposed  i^. 
For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  this  difference 
more  distmotly  to  the  House,  1  have  compiled 
from  our  appropriation  laws,  a  comparative 
statement,  snowing  the  snma  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments, and  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse,  dnriug  the  tlu'ee  last  years  of  the 
lost  Administration,  to  wit,  1832,  1828,  and 
I8S4-  and  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  same 
objects  during  the  three  years  of  the  present 
Administration,  to  wit,  1830,  1836,  and  1837. 
(Here  Mr.  R.  exhibited  a  table.) 
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From  this  exhibit,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
total  amount  of  appropriations  for  each  of  the 
contingent  funds  in  qnostioQ,  for  the  three 
years  of  the  presentAdministration,  has  greatly 
exceeded  the  total  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  same  funds,  during  the  last  three  years 
of  the  preceding  Administration ;  presenting, 
in  the  aggregate,  an  inoreose  of  lltUe  less  than 
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00  per  cent.  To  this  table,  I  have  sntgoined  a 
■tatement  of  the  appropriations  for  ttie  whole 
ezpeDses  of  foreign  iateroonrse,  both  regular 
uia  ooDtingeDt,  for  the  same  periods,  eihibitiog 
sn  increase  of  oorrespondiDg  extent,  in  that 
branch  of  the  public  semce,  nnder  the  present 
Administration.  I  fasTe  inclnded  the  appro- 
priatitm  for  fbreign  interconrse  generallj,  be- 
eanse  that  is  a  sabject  particnlarly  referred  by 
the  oonatitntton  and  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  discretion  of  the  Execntive ;  and 
for  the  r^ulation  of  its  expeneea,  therefore, 
the  EieoutlvB  is  particolarlj  responBibli 


priation  for  this  branch  of  the  pnblic  service, 
nuder  the  present  and  lat«  Administrations,  bf 
referring  it  to  the  opening  of  onr  diplomatic  \a- 
teroonrse  with  the  South  American  States. 
Bnt  it  so  haftpena,  that  that  intercourse  was 
opened  several  years  before  the  commencement 
m  the  present  Administration ;  and  that,  In  the 
TerT'  first  year  embraced  by  the  statement,  to 
wit  in  182B,  a  snm  of  one  hundred  thousand 
doUara  was  appropriated,  by  a  separate  lav, 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  misrions  to  the  in- 
dependent nations  of  Sooth  America.  The 
comparison,  then,  is  altogether  fair,  embracing 
two  equal  periods  of  time,  when  the  circum- 
■tanoes  of  the  conntry,  in  its  foreign  relations, 
wereassimilarasthey  wellconld  be.  The  other 
sobjects  of  comparison  in  the  foregoing  table, 
are  confined  to  contingent  appropnatious,  be- 
oanse,  in  the  disbnrsement  of  them,  the  £ieon- 
tive  and  its  ofBoers  have  an  nnlimited  discre- 
tion, and  mnst,  therefore,  be  held  eielnsively 
responsible  for  excesdve  or  improper  expendi- 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  table,  I  will 
call  the  atteotiun  of  the  Honse  to  a  fact  dis- 
closed by  it,  in  connection  with  a  raanting  re- 
main made  by  a  friend  of  the  Administration, 
(Mr.  Pkaaoe,)  a  few  da^s  ago.  He  claimed 
great  credit  for  the  Admrnistration,  that  they 
asked  no  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  interconrse,  daring  the  present  year ; 
pod  either  he  or  some  other  gentleman  gave  as 
to  understand  that  snoh  a  thing  had  not  hap- 
pened before,  since  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Certain  it  is  that  I  have  seen  this  state- 
ment made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and 
self-applause,  in  several  leading  Jonrnais  devoted 
to  the  snpport  of  the  Administration.  Kow,  sir, 
we  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  travelling 
very  far  back  for  a  refatatlon  of  this  assertion ; 
for  it  so  happens,  tliat,  in  two  out  of  three 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by 
the  statement  I  have  exhibited,  there  was  no 
SQch  appropriation.  The  years  1823  and  1823, 
it  will  b«  seeo,preaentperfeGt  blanksasto  this 
^propriation.  If  we  go  further  back,  we  shall 
find  long  tracts  of  time,  during  which  there 
was  no  such  appropriation.  For  four  or  five 
saocessive  years  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  Administra- 
tion there  was  none. 

I  said,  Jlr.  Speaker,  that  the  large  inorease  in 


ent  Administration,  for  these  objects,  n 
it  particnlarly  proper  that  we  should  loqiin 
into  their  disbursement.  I  do  not  mesn  to  i^ 
(becanse  I  have  no  knowledge  upon  the  sabjM) 
that  there  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  thit  di»- 
bnrsement ;  nor  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  tbg 
actual  expenditure  has  been  eqnal  to  the  ^i- 
propriations.  Bnt  as  we  all  know  tiiat  tbe  tf- 
propriations  made  hj  Congress  are  founded  upen 
estimates,  furnished  by  the  several  DepsTtinenti 
of  what  they  will  require  for  their  reepeetin 
operations,  the  appropriations  made  must  be 
regarded  as  a  fair  criterion  for  approximidn^ 
at  least,  the  actoal  expenditnres  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  increase  of  expenditnre,  ic  tbt 
several  branches  of  the  public  service,  est- 
braced  by  the  statement  T  have  exhibited,  btl 
not  kept  equal  pace  with  the  increase  of  ap|)ro- 
priatious,  I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me  t)id 
that  increase  has,  at  least,  oeen  very  consdo' 
able,  under  the  present  Adminietratifs. 

The  aggregate  expenditures  of  the  Goven- 
ment  have  notorionslj  increased.  I  here  roeik 
of  its  ordinary  current  expenditures,  by  vhicb 
I  mean  all  expenditures,  except  payujeuti  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  and  demands  iriaig 
from  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Those  n- 
penditures,  m  1623,  were  (9,827,643;  ialSS, 
19,784,162;  in  1824,  $10,448,778,  nuking  i 
total  sum,  during  the  three  last  years  of  Ibe 
last  Administration,  of  $30,060,673.  la  lBi5, 
the  same  class  of  expenditures  amounted  u 
$11,418,B83;  in  1826,  to  |18,062,318;  18!T,tii 
$1S,286,SS0 ;  making  a  total  sum  during  tbe 
three  years  of~the  present  Adminietration,  d 
$30,704,428.  The  increase  of  the  ordinsrj  ei- 
penditares  of  the  Government,  under  the  pm- 
ent  Administration,  compared  with  s  (MTt- 
spending  period  of  the  last  Administrsdon,  bM 
■mounted,  then,  t«  an  annual  sum  of  $2,234,618. 

Now,  sir,  1  do  not  mean  to  hold  Uie  Elec- 
tive responsible  for  the  whole  of  this  &ic«*» 
of  the  pablie  expenditures ;  but  as  their  friend 
are  ever  ready  to  claim  for  them  the  credil  of 
whatever  good  has  been  done  since  tbey  oM 
into  power,  it  is  but  ftur  that  they  should  b«* 
a  portion  of  the  blame  for  tlie  evil  which  wtj 
have  been  oommitted.  We  are  perpetaailT  Iw 
of  the  sixteen  millions  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  which  have  been  extinguished  viidtr 
the  present  Administration,  as  an  eridenoe  <i 
their  good  management,  and  as  if  the  maii 
belonged  persontuly  and  eidnsively  to  than. 
If  they  are  to  have  the  whole  credit  of  [hi> 
operation,  they  must  submit  to  bear  s  portioGi 
at  least,  of  the  blame  which  may  be  imping 
for  not  doing  more.  The  statement  wUdl 
have  Jnst  made,  shows  that  if  the  expeodilp^ 
of  the  Government  under  the  preseDtAdnum^ 
tration,  had  been  kept  within  uie  limit  ssalgiiw 
to  them  by  tiie  last  Administration,  s  feitif 
sum  of  near  seven  millions  of  dolUn  ffii^ 
have  been  applied  to  the  exfinguisUnientrfu' 
public  debt;  and,  instead  of  sixteen  millii^ 
twentf-three  millions  of  it  mijht  hivebM 
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discharged,  ainoe  the  present  AdminiBtratton 
nune  into  office,  Oonudering  "  the  deep  soliol- 
Inde  "  which  the  President  hiniBelf  informs  ni, 
"is  felt  by  every  class  of  our  citizens  for  the 
total  diBchargo  of  the  public  debt,"  and  the 
e&meet  desir««  professed  by  himself  upon  the 
(ubjeot,  it  was  jUBtl;  to  have  been  expected  that 
be  woold  use  ul  his  inflaeoce  and  all  his  vigi- 
Uuoe  to  hasten  a  "  oonsDmm&tion  so  davonUj' 
to  be  wished." 

Now,  tir,  with  snch  facts  as  these  before  onr 
sfea,  is  it  very  mupriBing  that  some  of  ni 
■bonld  entertwn  and  ventare  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  other  merits  the  pres- 
ent Adminlfltrstion  may  possess,  an  oxemplary 
frugality^  is  not  one  of  themt  There  are  many 
persons  in  this  conntry  who  have  not  regarded 
the  last  Administration  as  a  model  of  public 
economy.  If  they  were  ohnoiious  to  the 
charge  of  extravagance,  what  mnst  be  sud  of 
the  present  Administrstlou  t  And  yet  the  hon- 
orable gentJeman  from  Massachosetta,  in  his 
pathetic  summary  of  the  wrongs  and  persecu- 
tions of  the  present  Administrtition,  specially 
complained  of  the  charge  of  extravagance.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  a  very  hard  case  that  thoee, 
whom  he  considered  such  good  stewards  of  the 
pubtio  resources,  should  be  regarded  by  oUiers 
SB  rather  deficient  in  some  of  the  attribntes  of 
that  character.  He  complained,  too,  that  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  whom  he  enlogtzed 
for  their  distinguished  talents,  their  wiMom, 
their  virtues,  their  public  servioeH,  had  been 
viewed  and  spoken  of  with  lees  admiration  by 
others ;  and  set  all  this  down  to  the  sooouut 
of  a  persecuting  spirit. 

'VxDinEst>AT,  Febroary  8. 
The  House  took  np  the  resolntjon  on  Be- 


Hr.  DsxTtos  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  ra- 
olatioDS  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tocky,  (Mr.  OmLTOH, )  and  of  the  amendments  to 
thein,  offered  hv  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolioa,  (Mr.  Kuulton,)  it  appears,  that  their 
objects  are  to  inquire  into  the  expenditures  of 
this  Admiuistration,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
they  cannot  be  diminished.  To  one  of  these  ei- 
penditares,  that  relating  to  what  has  been  term- 
ed "  the  secret  sarvice  ftnd,"  the  amecdinent  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Dobskt,) 
excluMvely 
amendment 

hna,  upon  the  .      .  .    .., 

tion,  then,  could  be  urged  against  the  ameni 
ment  of  the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  than 
that  it  was  superfluous,  being  embraced  within 
the  scope  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Osrolina.  Admitting  this  to  be 
the  case,  it  ia  not  worth  an  argument,  or  rath- 
er the  time  vhich  the  argument  would  consume, 
to  show  that  the  amendment  is  Enperflaona; 
because  its  reception  will  not  interfere  with,  or 
embarrass  the  proceedings  of  any  committee, 
to  wMoh  the  pending  resolatioo*  utAj  be  refer- 


red. Bnt,  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman 
frora  Maryland  is  calooiated  to  render  more  fall 
and  perfect  the  information  sought  for  by  my 
colleague,  then,  of  couree,  it  ought  to  he  adopt- 
ed I  that  it  is  calculated  to  produoe  that  effect, 
seems  to  rae  to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specifi- 
cation of  the  amount  of  moneys  disbursed  by 
the  present  Executive,  out  of  the  secret  servioe 
fuDi^  unconnected  with  the  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  expended,  out  of  the  same  fund,  by  hie 
predeeeseors,  would  be  oseleas.  Without  com- 
paring together  the  amounts  thus  disbnrsed  by 
the  President  and  by  his  predecessors,  and 
taking  into  oonsideration  the  times,  and  the 
rituation  of  the  oountry,  in  its  internal  and  ex- 
ternal relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  conclusion 
approaching  to  BBtia&otion.  These  comparisons 
are  impossible,  unless  the  amendment  df  the 
gentieman  from  Maryland  be  acted  upon,  and. 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  With  all 
possible  offi<nal  lights,  we  shall  still  be  at  a  loss 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  diBbarsementa,  regulated  by  Exeon- 
tive  discretion,  often  exercised  upon  delicate 
transactions,  which  both  policy  and  good  faith 
reqaire  to  be  kept  secreL  It  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  the  committee  without  this  amende 
ment  would  make  the  investigation  it  calls  for; 
bnt  they  might  not  By  the  tenor  of  the  reso- 
lalion,  relating  to  the  secret  service  fund,  they 
would  not  be,  necessarily,  lent  to  that  extended 
inveatigatioD,  as  the  language  of  the  resolution 
limits  the  inquiry  to  the  diabursemente  by  the 
Preeident  in  office.  To  guard  against  any  omis- 
aion,  and  to  obtun  the  facts  required,  we  there- 
fore give  to  our  committee  the  instructions  we 
think  proper  for  its  guidance.  Committees  are 
the  organs  of  this  House ;  and  'tis  the  right,  and 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  give  them  audi  direc- 
tions as  it  thinlcs  best  calculated  to  attain  its 


ble,  whenever  an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  the 
conduct  of  a  public  officer,  that  ever;  semblance 
of  pr^udice,  or  party  spirit,  should  be  avoided. 
In  moving  bis  amendment,  my  friend  and  col- 
league was  influenced  by  fair  and  honorable 
motives;  but  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  throw  liglit  upon  the  conduct  of  ttiia 
President,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  other 
Presidents  under  similar  cireumstsnces,  should 
be  rejected ;  then  the  inference  might  be  drawn, 
that  the  resolution  of  my  colleague  was  framed 
with  the  view  of  excluding  necessary  and  im- 
portant information,  and  a  character  be  thns 
given  to  it  at  variance  with  what  he  intended. 
In  conducting  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
public  officer,  we  ought  not  only  to  have  all  the 
evidence  before  ns,  which  we  tiiink  is  calculat- 
ed to  enlighten  our  Judgments,  bat  which  the 
friends  of  that  officer,  upon  this  floor,  may 
deem  necessary  for  hU  justificacian,  unless  what 
is  required  should  be  plainly  indacive.  Whether 
the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  Maryland 
be  important  or  unimportant,  may  admit  of  a 
difiwrenoe  of  opinion:  that  it  is  not  indbtivi^ 
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will  be  oonoeded  by  evoiy  one.  For  tbe«e  na- 
tooa,  I  am  In  fivor  of  tb«  amendmeDt  wbioh 
bubaen  proposed  by  the  g«ntj«nuui  from  Harj- 
land. 

Tbe  j«sa  and  naja  being  taken,  were— yeas 
1Y8,  nsji  a. 

The  qDestion  was  put  to  agree  to  the  resola- 
tiona  of  Mr.  Chilton,  as  amended,  and  wbb 
determined  in  Ota  affirmative  unanimonsly. 

Bo  tbe  resolatiODspaaied  in  the  following  form : 

"  Jtaelvtd,  Tbti  ■  Select  Committee  be  sppeint- 
ed,  wheee  dutT  It  ibell  be  to  inquire  and  report  to 
tbla  House,  if  tnj,  uid  what,  retreDehmenc  can  be 
made,  with  eefetj  to  the  peblle  interest.  In  tbe  nan- 
ber  of  tbe  oSoert  of  tbe  GorernmeDt  of  the  United 
State*,  and  In  the  amount  of  lalariei  which  thej  ma; 
reepecttTel;  recelTe ;  more  especiillj,  to  report  ape- 
clficall;  OD  the  foUowiog  headi  i 

"  lit.  What  reduction*  of  expenee  can  be  made  in 
the  Slate  Department,  in  the  number  and  salariee  of 
the  officers  and  clerks  attached  to  this  Department, 
in  tbe  eipeosee  regalating  tbe  foreign  intercourse, 
and  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  public 
laws  of  the  Unilcd  States. 

"  !d.  What  redncUona  In  the  Treasory  Department, 
and  whether  an  eOecUTS  sjstem  of  aocountabilltj, 
and  for  the  collection  of  the  public  dues,  Is  there 
eetebllshed. 

"  Sd.  What  redactions  of  expense  can  l>e  made  In 
the  KaTj  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers 
DOW  acthkg  cubordinatel;  to  the  Seentarr  of  (he 
Naty. 


"<Ih.  What  redDctiona  of  eipense  on  be  uis 
in  the  Department  of  War,  in  Ibe  Indian  Dtftn- 
meni,  and  in  the  clerka  and  officers  now  acting  i^ 
ordinatelj  to  the  Secretarj  of  War. 

"(ilh.  What  rcductinna  of  eipensecanbenisdcii 
the  number  of  officers,  and  the  unouDt  of  coeiFito- 
•ation  which  the;  ma;  leceive,  in  the  Fonnuiui 
Ocoeral's  Department 

"And  that  the  committee  be  further  instrnctrd  Ig 
examine  the  aereral  contingent  fimda  of  eich  of 
these  Departmcotg,  and  to  report  the  amoml  ud 
objects  fi>r  which  diabanemeats  ba*e  been  madt, 
(torn  these  funds ;  and  that  the;  report  the  amoimt^ 
Tonched  and  anrooched,  which  haTc  been  paid  fron 
the  eecret  serrice  fend,  since  (he  first  da;  of  Jiih, 
I7S0,  or  tbe  fund  regulating  the  contiugenda  gl 
foreign  intercouree,  and  of  tbe  fund  for  the  eipesM 
of  the  intercourse  with  the  Barbar;  Powers. 

"  And  that  the;  further  report  whether  tiu  com- 
pensation of  members  of  Congress  shoidd  be  r- 
dueed ;  and  whether  the  fixed  salaries  of  the  olBcen 
of  this  House  aod  its  contingent  expenses,  can,  ndi 
propriet;,  be  diminished. 

"  Andflirther,  that  the;  Inquire  whether  an;  inoi- 
iflcation  of  the  rinking  fund  act  can  be  madf,  (ilk 
a  view  of  prodncing  a  more  speed;  cxtlnguishiMiil 
of  the  pablle  debt."^ 

Ur.  Hahiltoh,  Hr,  Ikohav,  Mr.  Sebsui^ 
iir.  Rms,  Mr,  Etbbett,  Ifr.  'Wiasurji,  isd 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  New  York,  were  appoinied  tbe 
oommittee. 
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( tit  yatv^St*  IndaB,  toL  «. 
iffmmifrtfn  muf  «aldrta(toi  to  order,  WT. 
i^fMswH  ooiiAimf.— In  the  BoDia,  hdi  nUUr* 
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Abin  totsDM]  ttaaboBdrf—'WlIda  tolmwiKirtCH- 
t«ia  AlHiua  btjavi  (fa«  UmtU  of  the  United  BIstee, 
641;  XDOtioli  to  ivooDimLt^  do  erldence  of  tliB  unonnt, 
to  wbain  It  wu  gtttB,  or  th*  pndM  t«rnu  ot  the  eon- 
4IUaB,Sa;  ■  qD(«lan  whether  their  brtD|liig  Into  tU) 
aosatiT  hkd  been  UwfDl  or  Dot,  SO ;  right  wbieh  thiH 
p«uumijhiretatbeAlM<wii,M9;  HtoriBM^Ml; 
IhBti  of  the  cue,  Ml ;  the  Hooh  ibooM  metre  ■  nport 
tit  tfaaftct^Ha;  ihiU  we  leave  theee  free  panou  her*, 
IB  ■  lud  of  Avedon,  or  ihall  we  eompel  the  petlUontr 
to  reexport  them  to  the  Innii  of  the  West  lodlea  T  MS; 
feed  twinlred  (br,  RU :  beta  or  the  OH,  MS  1  reMlDtloB 
•m»d(d,M4;  on  «h(t  (Toosd  liltunDed  that  thk 
OimmaeBt  haa  a  right  orer  lit  pttnta  property  sT 
(iMoritadllieiia,Mli  the  «onit  haa  dHdded  thstthaaa 
Atvm  baloBf  to  a  tkirelRB  elalmuil,  tU;  itwaa  the  peo- 
ple of  0«rif>  irtao  «>ire  ti>  uy  whelher  theM  AfHsuw 
■boald  nsiaiD  wItUn  thdr  teirltorj,  M4 ;  UwamsBd- 
mnt  Iffim*  M  m  fact  what  the  petltloD  and  decrt*  of 
tka  eoart  danr.  (49;  iiej  were  tmita  aeeardtof  to  the 
hwi  and  «g(a  of  AMa,  aod  the  uttooa  to  vhloh  thef 
belsng,  MB;  the  duo  haa  ■  hard  heart  «ha  aonld  Jna- 
U^ilanrr  in  the  abrtraetiHa:  aiplrlt  of  DeileoUBg 
mr  OVD  afliln  for  the  pnrpoae  at  rrgeuant  thaw  of 
oniMl^bin-,  MB;  If  tui  aiDeadmenI  ta  itdopted,  ItgOM 
to  hnuh  a*  !((■]  right  to  eyerr  il*><  In  thla  eoubr 
prarlMuIr  Import^  M(;  UU  rwuniiBltted,  H& 

BaaolBlloB  of  Infslrr  lenw-tlng  ragnlatJOBa  apmi 
vhleh  print*  pitfiartr  thall  ba  taken  for  pnbUo 
ft,  at;  a«aalaB  </  tha  reaohillOB,  «T;  a  almUar 
B  fkirmarlr  iBtradnead  into  tha  Homo,  WI; 


Agmmtun,  Cemmltif  on.— Aa lti4ta,ni.«. 
AuxAi>D»,l[iiE,BeiireMiitMnbonTlTilnla,m.  <8M 

/wta^  ToU  «,  T,  B. 
Al^^trbu  War.~Stt  Ihitt,  ToL  1. 
Alltglmtct,  r<inlv*.—St4  India,  toL  1 ;  alas  htdta,  toI*. 

t,  0,  It  ApoMoUoiL 
Aujn,  BoBn^  BepreaaBlatlTa  treat  TItfinlai,  M.  Bm  A- 

dm.  Tola,  t,  T,  & 
Au.Ari  B&injvL  <1,  BepreaentntlTe  from  Mauaaih  mett^  W> ; 

on  the  naa  of  Marlgnf  D'Anl»fT«,  Wt.    S—  AilM, 

*ri». «,  T.  a. 

AmoK,  Wiuia,  BepreacBlatiT*  bma  Svtth  OiroHUi  IM. 

Sat  Indm,  Tola,  t,  S,  4,  0,  & 
Avulla  liland-Stt  tndia,  Tid.  & 
.Am«*^iiuiK  <;^Ua  OomUhMon^—ta  the  Honae  a  raMtaUM 

tar  Um  unendnwnt  of  tha  sonttltothra  aanaldand,  S; 

dletai7  to  Fiperianaal  t;  aaenrltj'  prarldad  afilBit 
ameodmeBta,  from  11^  and  trtrlal  oaoaa*,  by  the  mad* 
of  making  Ihem,4ipnivli0  of  tha  Oftfa  attidaorth* 
oonadtotlDn,  4;  powera  of  the  Preddnt  deemed  not  to 
be  the  pri^r  object  of  nn«h  Jealonaj,  4;  thaMharaof 
the  reToloUan  thoafbt  dintriBllr,  4 ;  a  fSw  of  Ua  eoB- 
atltotlanal  attribotca  examined,  4;  the  powen  of  Iha 
PrtaidaDt,  althoBfh  great,  ara  nnnfarj  A»  th*  aafatj 
of  the  R^nblLc,  4;  belbra  utj  amendment  la  adopted 
It*  adapiabUttj  to  tha  apMt  and  gtnliu  of  onr  ganm- 
ment  oight  to  ba  aaeertalnad,  S;  the  framan  of  tha 
oonatltBtlon  well  knew  that  th*  Btatct  vera  th*  (Mat 
goaidianiofBtata  tlghla,S;  ■hiBsrar  the  Btata  l^lala- 
tnna  hare  qipolntad  the  eleoton  Inatead  ot  daalcBatlBf 
the  mod*  of  their  electloa,  tbtx  b*Ta  vltiitad  th*  eeo- 
itltntlan,  0;  rafkivnea  to  th*  Tidarallat,  B;  what  hH 


.tl;  tl 


of  tha  dl(tilc>aT>t*iii,aBd  ■  dlnat  TOta  In  dlitilal*  be 
Preddent  and  VIca-PnaldeBt,  wooM  onr*  th*  meat 
alarmlne  of  Iheae  erll^  t;  iBtaBtlon  ol  th*  eooatltDtloa 
Id  IfllerpoalDC  th*  elaotoral  eollaiaa,  ■;  tha  TOtln( 
dlnallj  and  Immediately  fdr  tha  man  of  their  eholo* 
wonld  be  prodaetlTa  of  IlT*l7  MtUButloa  on  th*  part  at 
tU  people,  I;  tha  freehold  *4»  wwa  aafiH*  of  Tli- 
glida,  T  i  thla  amaBdmant  doe*  boI  Interfere  wf Ih  Stale 
rlghta,T;  tha  power  tf  th*  Bona*  la  aiardaad  U  thla 
alecHoD  la  th*  obIj  pnrely  fodaraUTa  IhaMn  that  bow 
ramalna,T;  Ittba  datbnned  IMnrtaofnmptlaB  har* 
bacB  here  manUhatad,  la  there  BO  BadaareipalllBf  tha 
Bonater  but  by  dlggUif  tip  the  : 


..ogle 


He*  iaw  iot  th«  BTtnkgBtr  et  tht  ptopl*  spent*  in 
tkailsctlaDafthaOlilcrilagbtntooftluniUantS;  Ic 
1*  Mid  thit  It  mnr  »•»  IsUDdad  bf  tfaa  buxn  thu 
tli«  pvopla  ilioiild  €iBnln  tiili  Importuit  /dbcUoii  of 
•UcObc  U<  prialduit,  8;  il<m  bikan  of  th«  qsMloD  b^ 
nrlou  ipukan,  B ;  na  It  b««  iBl«Dd(d  tint  tin  imo- 
pldhonlddHt  UKiFiwldeDttl;  what  li  Ih<  lugiugiof 
tlu  pnusbte  to  tki  cojHtltDtlon  1 1 ;  aTldeDOH  dnvn 
fram  lliB  Doutttntlon,  B :  an  tbSH  <Tld<iK«f  >;  oplDlou 
sf  UidlKHi,  Himlltoii,  Jir,  > ;  Na  <a  or  th*  Fedtnllit, 
t;  whutiTBni  tile  oplDlou  utertelned  In  tbeooBTen- 
ttoD  of  TIrKlBli  to  wUih  tbii  WBtUtutliiii  «u  lub- 
BiltlHlT  »;  nsurkiof  Ifosne,*;  irtll  uroDthuird 
tlw  opinion  Uiiit  bamdci  llili  eleetlon  vUI  bnt  leldom 
darolre  on  ConpeiBT  10;  two  piopoidtloiK  ooivldered, 
10;  theooBMtDltoDihoiildbeioaBHndedlhM  tlwdea- 
tloo  et  FnHdast  and  Vlee-PrealdMit  ihill.  In  na  ennt, 
OaTolTe  Dpon  U>*  re^eottn  HonHi  of  CoDgme,  10; 
4«&«t*sttliti»it$tltnllon,  10;  «h;r  tbli  elestlon  dioDld, 

tkitt  ■  mlnoHtf  iiu]>  (iMt  >  Pnaidut,  11 ;  U  then  sa 
daBfor  thit  trtB  llw  SepnetBtMlTM  oT  ftMuen  nay. 
In  IB  OTil  faonr»  b*  tamptad  to  depart  from  tha  path  af 
dntfl  11;  la  ImmaaDlala  pnritr  to  be  ftond  wltUn 
tbeea  (niUa,  ud  La  no  othtr  oonar  of  tba  aarthT  11; 
It  ia  mid  that  Air  the  honor  or  thia  Hooae  a  toapldoa 
■hoDldBDtbetndnlied  that  Iti  meotnnaiDldba  cor- 
npt»l,ll;  U  thlaalaetion  ahall  fMqoentlr  daTolTeon 
Ooagrem,  a  door  will  bo  oprned  to  CDmipUon,  latilcaa, 


Uona  or  tha  BepnbUo,  11; 


BDtan,th 
toma  daf  aap  tha  ftni 

whan  tb*  ilactleD  oauea  t«  tUa  Hooaa  it  la  ealeolatad 
to  latarfbio  with  and  Impada  tha  ordinary  boalneaa  of 
tedalaUon,  11. 

Tlw  ptapoalllon  that  aaoh  Blate  in  the  Onion  ihall  ba 
diTidad  Into  aa  aaaj  dlatrlcsta  aa  there  are  Srnaton  aad 
BapnaantallTaa  In  Canfiaat  from  ancb  9tata,  IS ;  object 
•f  the  pnpoeltlon.  It ;  do  thi  psopla  In  arerj  laatloB  or 
tha  ITaisn,  In  Act,  poaaaai  and  aiareiae  their  equal  nla- 
ttn  weight  In  Ik*  elaotlon  r  IS ;  a  bare  m^orltr  or  tha 
peopla  or  Ih*  all  lai^er  Blalaa  might  elect  a  Pnaldrnt, 
U;  the  dllemiM,  14;  will  theamaller  Slatna  Dti)Ht  to  that 
part  ti  the  reaolDtlan  which  eiclndaa  the  elaollon  ftam 
OongreH  r  U ;  will  tba  larger  Btalai  obJiEl !  11 ;  >  ral- 
notitj  In  one  of  tha  larger  Btataa,  whoae  voice  li  enUrelj 
mpprcaiad,  ma^  ba  fire  Umea  aa  large  a«  l  m^orlty  In 
one  of  thr  (mallec  Statva,  li ;  Delaware  ud  New  York, 
15 ;  an  oecoTranee  In  one  or  the  dlitrlcta  of  Uei7luid, 
IB;  the  peojile  require  no  tqch  igenor  la  tha  elacton,  IS ; 
It  la  laid  that  when  <re  ^iproach  Ihia  coniUtutlon  we 
Itand  on  hoi;  gnrand.  Id :  the  amendment  doeenutpro- 
poaa  to  dlatnrb  the  ptiaelple,  bnl  learea  It  where  the 
c«uUtatloBplacadlt,l<;  the  anlject  of  alaTerr.lT;  IE 
It  iald.  that  In  all  elecHona  tha  mlnoilt;  have  no  righta, 
and  mnat  iubmll,  IT;  it  la  thooght  the  general  Uohet 
Ijatem  would  moat  elYHtnallj  cniah  the  ctucoeattha 
«antra  of  the  Btate,  IT ;  it  I*  DblMtTd  that  the  amond- 
tneU  Inteil^raa  with  BCata  rtghH  and  taoda  to  ooniollda- 
Uan  of  the  t'nIOB,  IT;  by  thlaplaoltlapropoeedto  tata 
f^m  Confreaa  the  eonUngeot  power  of  eleetint  tha  Pre- 
■Sdaut  and  Ylca-PrMidant,  and  to  flra  It  to  the  people  of 
the  Statea,  IS;  la  thb  prodndng  eonaoUdaUon  t  18; 
doal  thia  plan  take  from  the  large  Sutea  aojr  of  thalr 
llghlat  IS;  It  la  aald  that  anf  Bttimpt  to  propoee  amend- 

are  admonlahad  that  we  ahonld  be  cavtloae  Id  CoQchlng 


n.  whieh  thej  mif ht  ha 

mot  Bov  akeiciae,  H  ;  extract  from  the  meed  gf 

T.  Qrlawold  of  ConBaciaeat,    ~ 

nTVQtlon  whIeh  Ibrmedthe  eo 


tha  oonatltDtlon,  hj  anj  meaaa,  an  nneiperiad  «th^ 
U;  tha  diflfcniBt  tnodia  oT  ^ipolBtlng  elceton  enadail. 
11;  MadUoD^  opinion  that  the  Btate  tegUlntvea  onU 
squint  alaoton.  n ;  the  enrda*  <tf  thIa  power  li  itn 
oaea  niaj  be  Jnatlflad  from  naceasfty  and  pan^,S; 
naaoBt  ^lalBat  tahlng  tha  power  from  Mala  L^Uatm^ 
»;  thaalaetJonhrdleMetamlghtlBmaorewiTWiA 
the  power  ot  largo  Btalea.  and  Isaaan  thnlr  brea  lal  It- 
fliifn»,B;  thaphtraU^modeof  alaetJog  membmir 


Tt  the  eleetlfln  from  the  Brk 


The  praporitlanio  ni 
and  the  loaa  whioh  tha  amalL  etntea  will  iiBtalii,  H ;  o- 
traot  from  the  letter  of  Waihlngton,  M ;  If  the  etBl' 
tdtloB  wae  fbrvnod  In  the  true  aplrlt  at  eompnolji  It 
maj  not  be  Improper  to  Inqnlrv  into  tha  rclatlTekel 
and  gain  batwaen  tha  large  and  mull  Etalai,t<:  Ot 
Dniepreeented  fmcttana  of  email  Statu.  K;  the  Act 
of  tbla  fraction,  aonaldering  tho  nengea,  n  well  ta  vmj 
of  tha  aatablUiad  mlta  of  tha  aoTeTniiHiit,K;  thtli' 
flnenoe  and  political  power  of  aoma  of  the  largirSBM 
hare  Inereaiad  bejaBd  tha  calODlaltoin  of  the  ttusa 
al  the  owtltntlon, IB;  (hall  sno  portion  eij^illihi 
benallta  of  the  eomtltatloD,  whna  another  portta  ■( 
tha  Btat«a  are  depriTadof  what  it  wh  litrDdellh? 
ahonld  enjojf  K;  th«  peculiar  popnlatlueftteSHii' 
arBatal«,»«;  aXepreeentatlTe  or  the  nidoeoogbllt 
ba  oonaldered  aa  aaib  an  agent  aa  a  mambef  of  a  SUU 
Leglilatnra,  »7;  tha  memtMir  fhim  New  York  aai* 
■npport  tha  AdmlQlatiatlon,ST;  whUaaemehaveda' 
tended  that  tha  runonl  of  tha  election  fnnn  tbi  B<m> 
la  Bocaaaaiy  to  prerent  tha  operation  {Jth>  ei^ol 
power,  Dthan  haie  oouttudod  that  It  la  oeceiHr;  U  rt- 
%ton  regular  noralnatlona,  IT;  linproprlctr  t^  the  pie- 
potad  altaratlooa,  and  importaooa  of  that  fnDue  le  <t> 
ftdaratlre  ^■tem  to  imall  Gtatai  which  It  li  pefM' 
ts  take  from  them,  18 ;  Rhode  lalaud  not  Milad  h« 
■later  Btataaio  the  laUatnigglf,  IS. 

Qoeatlon  InTolred  1b  acme  obKnrltr  by  ut  A- 
tlngolahlBg  cIutIj  between  the  objeeta  of  the  Ge 
andBCatcGaramnian(a,»;hlatoT;(rfoD  ~ 
W ;  whf  were  the  powan  of  aoTaiclgBtr  dlrided  btlwM 
the  two  Qorarnmanu  T  n ;  the  peopla  o(  each  9«a>dd 
^rpolnt  flecton  In  aoeh  manner  ai  thej  In  Ihtir  Mpr 
rateeapacltf  >h>UeeeBl,8a;  the  power  to  n«ahle  M 
A  appoint  clecton  In  each  State  !>  a  Stde  ri^t 


SO;   the  n 


i]  ahaneltT.  u' 


elplent  or  flnal,  to  daetroj  Ita  fi* 
make  It  natlanal,  80 ;  the  eitandon 
aeneial  GoTorBraent  to  anj  anbtect  avMeeHf -t** 
tha  eognlunce  of  the  BUte^  remorea  one  banleriplal 
tha  Inrcada  of  that  eorarument  upon  the  nrtn^ 
and  IndepeBdenca  of  tba  Btat«e,»;  It  l>  Bid  tknaa 
dectloB  b;  tha  Uooea  violate  the  maxim  which  lilM 
tha  dlTleloB  eC  power  between  tha  Elacntlie  aad  Li«» 
latlTe  departmenu,!!;  it  la  aaid  the  el*«l»bTik> 
Honae  aipaaca  tha  mamben  to  ba  dlTarted  frai  <Ui 
dutr,  81 ;  the  prlndplea  that  eooatitnte  tha  fiwIttW 
of  ma  Btataa,  SI,  W 
Objwidona  to  the 


,Coe>^lc 


of  tliA  ivojntloiii^  ftad  wtotf  <tf  the  pluH  prgpoaad.  U;  | 
Iba  pnpilotT  ud  imntlil  ri(kt  af  ■  SbU  to  I'sta  ao- 
Dordlni;  to  tha  gaiunl  bckat  pUa,  SB ;  vhat  idTwitiva 
«u  Uw  n«d(  of  alKllns  br  gwHnl  Uekst  b»  la  u; 
SUtoTM;  ItliHidUiitTbtBt^feiMniaeketiTitem 
■••doptadt-ronclt  icli  u  >  kind  oTnwiiJ  ooHdou 
npoBiUtotdc^l^N;  tin  pnpogtaoB  to  dbpewe  wtib 


s  pnpofllUoD 


Ij  for  PrHldaat  ud  T)a-Fr«ideiit,  St;  t 


facts  ottlM 

fruHn,XT;  tlw  eoHtUatlDB  proTod  d*ltetlT«  lo  ona 
yetj  ImporUnt  puttsvlH-,  K ;  It  HCnna  to  M  tbt  right 
fkf  UHndmoDt^SS;  It Dukaa no edrtain pRtfUan fi>i tha 
•UeUoB  of  Pmldeot  u  It  itudt,  S3;  dKamtuBH 
coBBeotsd  niUi  the  lita  PrMMmtlil  alHtloB,  89. 

Tlie  plui  propoaad  mon  lUbla  to  Bbuo  thu  tiM  prec- 
ast qfilam,  ud  •HsntUUf  linpneUiabla,  n ;  tbo  prri- 
CBt  organtatjon  of  tho  olootonl  bji(«d  li  BBiHitUUj 
enloBlittd  to  csnoeotnla  pgMic  opLalaa  os  thow  hIid 
dBaanr*  puMte  coDfld^Doe,  N;  irtlUU^  oaotaiidtd  tbo 
pwpla  would  luTa  man  ponr  In  the  ilecthu,  8> ;  Im- 
pracdaabllltj  oT  the  plan  proposed,  40 ;  tba  deil^  of  tba 
oooatltulloB  oTldaDtJrvuttiat  IfaaPraildeDtibanklba 
ehoMB  liT  the  pn^lc  of  tha  Statu  Id  Uiati  ooUcoUts 
caputs,  ii  dlitiDct  Indepiiidciit  commuoltlea,  W;  the 
iBatLtabla  reaolt  of  the  prupoaad  ehao^  la  not  oiilj  to 
mnlUplT  caodldatM,  tint  to  brlnf  fbnrard  eandJdatea  of 

•  dUEaHnl  alaw  or  order,  U ;  what  baa  haan  tha  i^»- 
HoBof  tbapTeaaDt«7M«Bf  41;  «mcfMni  the  political 
Tt*«  tstn  of  tha  paopla  of  thia  eonBtl;,*!;  tha  cob- 
■IttBtloD  pnorlbea  that  thlg  povet  ahould  b«  aianiKHl 
by  tha  StatH,4S;  we  haTa  no  il«ht  to  iinend  bj  dartiof- 
Ing  asreatndleal  paver  of  tha  Statei,  4S. 

TU*  qnaatloD  ona  of  tha  gmlegt  coSHqaenca  t«  (h< 
people  of  tha  United  Btataa.Ui  It  li  aald  wa  moat  not 
att«upt  to  LmproTa  hf  exparienca  In  tha  march  of  time, 
41;  theEieoDUTebaialiaadjaaniDehpowarilTen  him 
BaaujMandof  hlicomitTTWOuld  wUh  him  to  haTe,i4; 
the  framaii  of  the  ooBttllBtlDD  waia  not  poaaeaeed  of 
in^TBtlon,  44;  when  TonarelnpunnltoftheMeratlTa 
prlBalpJa  joa  mait  loot  to  tha  fianata  braneh  of  tha  Sm' 
tloDil  Leglditon,  4B ;  It  Is  said,  the  Uttla  BUlts  will 
naTor  agree  lo  anr  such  unendnient.  It  will  be  uhlng 
from  them  their  soTCrcleB  rqnslltj  wllhoit  glvlsf  an 
eqiilTalent,4»;  It  Is  lald  the  dletrlet  BTitera  will  toad  to 
aeonBoUd*tlaBeflbaBtatea,<a;  It  la  lald  the  atgamBiit 
reqnlrH  Iha  trea  n>tara  In  all  the  Stales  to  be  pat  on  a 
IbotlBg  of  aqnsU^,  411 ;  i  muni  Is  the  ereatate  of  Ac- 
tion, 4t ;  it  is  ndd  a  caaens  li  ueorasaiy  fbr  eoUecting 
and  BDltJDg  the  pabllo  will,  4fi;  the  dltraranaa  batweaa 

•  canons  at  this  place  and  eliawhara,  4C ;  thelacomip- 
tlbUllj  of  this  Hoase  act  lo  be  believed,  W ;  the  people 
oncbt  to  Tote  for  Freiideac  wllhunt  the  Interposition  of 
•I«ton,4I. 

lAok  St  the  result  of  the  general  tlokat  sjiKem,  41 ; 
Aotldcatloa  to  Mr.  Adams  of  his  election,  48 ;  huw  even 
his  friends  oppose  the  rcsolatioo,  IS. 

Amendment  0lIkr(d,TI;  It  hu  been  ssid  that  this 
mneadnunt  owes  Its  birth  to  disappointed  aiBblUaa,  IT ; 
It  Is  Mid  that  so  Ai  es  tha  cbolee  of  a  Chief  UagittraU 


n»ltT,  1 
Uoaal  rule  whatarar,  TT ;  want  ofunUbnnlt^  la  by  ae 

est  arstem,  TS ;  history  of  the  Statas  In  this  matter,  T8 ; 
eonne  at  VIrglniB,  TS ;  It  Is  said  ni>  kllara . 


TO 

B  pawei  vt  the  Btataa, 
jBd  la  the  opemtloM  af  this  QoT- 
I  upon  the  power  of  aeHoo  la  tha 
7  la  Slid  to  be  gnatlr  wtshsd,  n. 
o  tha  claim  of  power  Air  the  Stato  Legla- 
latnre^  BO;  the  material  acUoa  of  the  Blalea  la  tha  thd- 
end  plaa,  SO ;  distribncion  of  elaetoral  power  preeeated 
■  (ompUeated  qaesttoa,  80;   wbeo 


.  brai 


of  this   Honaa, 
lit,  SO;  the  r 


leceeefal  operttlal 

naj  Tentnre  safslj 

M;  Itlsmld 


IdUdiis  as  Dnt  latrodnoed,  81 

11  so  settled  and  permanent  I 
to  teat  It  with  sll  sorts  of  soh 
Chaneler  of  tha  argomeat 
to  ha  aacoaatitBtlonal  to  amend  the  ooutttatlaa,  SI; 
■■Feels  aad  laCsreaees,"  SI ;  aTowad  piiaalplaa  of  Ur. 
Adams  whUa  a  eaadldate,  89 ;  cheage  of  i^ilnion  oa  Ihia 
BBt^ect  bf  Uie  President  end  hig  Mendl,  SS;  orlglD  of 
lhedlstrlatintamproposlllon,se;  11  Is  said  that  bf  tb* 
district  sjatem  joa  Incresea  the  oanea*  ctU  b;  nnltl- 
pljlng  tha  dumber  of  eaaeasea,  BS;  examlaatioa  of  tha 
ohjcctloas  arged  to  the  dlstrlat  STstem  bj  Ita  aappoeed 
tondenoj  to  Intaifhc*  with  tha  eaaeBtlal  rigfaia  i*  tha 


of  the  constitntlanbjmakingthoae  priaelptes  more  ef- 
fHiUTe)S4;  it  Is  Ufed M IB aignmeat  sgalntt  taking 
the  eleoUoB  ftvm  the  Honsa  that  we  are  eompelled  to 
ehDoaaoaaoflhe  threehlcb(M,aaditla  of  Uttlelmpor- 
taoee  which  we  eboose,  H;  rattuaaee  to  the  history  of 
oarcoantry,  BS;  remark  of  Hr.  Onwthrd,  SA;  raplj  i* 
aa  otijecUoB  at  laaoaeUteiie/,  SS;  taw  of  the  Loarlaaa, 
BS ;  admlttad  on  all  haads  that  the  Blatea,  la  adoptlag 


lection,  8t ;  the  t 


Hon  of  their  power  OTsr  the  e 
Jectlca  against  the  preseatu 
proper  use  that  may  ha  saada  of  power  and  palnmsga 

propriety  of  firing  the  aleeHon  in  tha  last  reeort  to  tha 
Btola  Leglslatarea,  61 ;  the  people  are  the  laAst  dapoel- 
totr  of  cTerr  power  wUuh  It  ts  pmctlaible  hir  them  to 


ilattoaa,  BB ;  fhrther  re 


tha  House,  BT ;  toI 

oluttons,«l.    £M /iHfaB,  Tab.  1, 1,  S,  ^  T,  8. 
Amtmamnl  ^  Joumai  tf  0i4  Baitt,—St*  fiiJta,  tbH, 


ihToLBL 

Appropriati<mi.~-St*  InOm,  Tola.  1, 1,  S,  ^  T,  B. 
Aamn,  WlILiaH  B.,  BapreaenlatlTe  ftom  Ta,  SO* ;  ontba 
Panama  Mission,  BOS ;  aB  sa  Arei«  by  Hre  la  AlexandrUi 
887;  oalleade'i  claim,  44T.    Aa /lutsii,  vols,  f  T,  B. 
^rCofUot  nrrteory.— .Sea  fiHfM.  toL  S.     TarMarlm. 
Artaniat  Wt^Mrm  AnM^ry.— jiM  UtOtm,  tdIk  T,  B. 
Armorv,  Wiil4ni,—JSl4  If 

e  tnm  Ta„  ««.    Al 


SiOima  Bantt,  il«— U  the  Hi 


I*  nMbttew  nUHf*  k 


idbyGoOt^lC 


Imdta,  ToU.  T,  K. 
BALDWii,JaB>,KapnKntatlTa  from  OoBaactleBl,  aft  A< 

3m1;  qf  U«  VaiUd  Aalic— In  tb*  Hooh,  ■mohitloB  nU- 
Un  to  tlw  Hk  t<  ■  portlou  of  Uu  itock  iB,  Ac,  eoa- 
iMand,  All ;  profit  to  iba  p 


loraer 


«,U1; 


^DB,  ni ;  ill  Hsli  nw 
OOKi,  u  itttinpt  to  Mil  (U*  itock  olflit  pndBB*  d(- 
pnMi«  lo  th*  BiAtt,  n% ;  pk|Buut  of  th*  pnblle 
dibt,  (1>;  tax  uj  Tbdeal  •bock  keoB  prodacsd  t>r 
tlibt<llipulapiadiu»4,<U;  th* Koak nlmalw, u ■ 


l*dHM«l,«U:  Uw  qnatiaB  iboald  bo  itUti  on  lH 
BMrlli,  (U;  Um  pnaam  of  acTiniBHDt  la  tbo  mirttt 
pndiwa*  ■  (not  (Act,  S14;  nflBsd  idtbiiHtloil  oalen- 
toloflalato  opon, 
tli;  do  «■  oBoblo  ooihIt 
tbad*btrsl< 

10  Uof 
Cnlt^  Btoloit  (14;  lb* 
|i»llt  ud  loH  do**  aot  onutltala  tbo  ilnHifHl  Db)w- 


«, IIB;  tbo  pnoanl  dlTldi^l, 
\,j  tbo  bftok,  do  not  ooiotitato  tbo  omij  otomoct  of  tbo 

prtMBt  pllM  of  tU  (tOA  tie:  ob>KI  to  hHtcB  Ibo  U- 

tlnfDiabBomtot  tborsbliodabt,«17;  wbit  li  th*  altu- 
tioaof  tbo  pablUdobtt  tlT;  ndnctJOB  of  tbo  ilnblBg 
bud  onffiHtod,  (IT ;  wbot  no  tbo  WDdltlon  of  Uh  iw- 

113;  itHoftbootoekoT  tbaoldbaiik.n(;  Im^ledtbot 
tie  dMUioBDf  tbli  qsMtlon  bH  a  oosuHtlaB  with  tha 
Ivqnlrj  rolitlT*  to  m  mHwoI  of  tbo  obvtor  of  tbo  bulk, 
(U;  belMf  thM  tbo  duttoi  *tu  boruMirod,  (U: 
tMt  ifilJUt  tb*  loflotBooo  em^Djod  froa  obno 
bofottlBg  u  aitnordlnur  MMtUTCUM  In  thU  I 
tbat  WT  oDwloii  to  tbo  bub,  and  tbo  oaaiiMtlaa  < 
QuTornBoBt  wttta  it,  mi  ■  dauRoaoM  of  Ibo  «—-'-' 
wndltloa  of  tbo  a>nnti7,  SIR ;  lot  d*  bo  Monmirltud 
u  Id  tbo  futon,  NQ;  tbo  Mlo  H  Bat  aipadlOBt,  (M; 
nMlntloii  nijMt^  <St    .Sh  A^b,  nlo.  1, 1^  d,  B,  1^  T. 

BaiJcS<iUttiiPav«miti^DiMm.—SttImaaa,vi.f. 

Samkntpt  Aet—St  bulta.  toIl  1,  S,  T. 

Bankt  of  lHpoiU.—Si*  Jtutat,  toL  T. 

BuBR.lloTH,£epn>MBtotlTaftaiiiCoimos«laDl,(W.  Stt 
/Bi!m,rol«.T,a, 

Baibdui,  JaMR  B^  B«[iiniiit«tlTo  fran  TlrgU 

i  to  tbo  eoutltntloi,  TT.      Stt  Imdta, 


Baiudb,  l^iOLiT  P^  KapnMDtollTo  from  Tiriliila,  KM ;  i 
(bo  Buk  of  tbo  Unltod  Blotoo,  (ll-ttl ;  on  tbe  ewo  < 
(■ptDMd  Atcleui,  nO;  nloUTo  to  eaptond  *frlin«i| 
HI.    Sh /ihI«>^  Tok  I,  (,  I.  & 

Bauh,  Dard,  it.,  BopntoatoUi*  tttaa  Sow  Hompobln, 

B«Bu>v,  Bnrna,  BapiMnliUTo  from  FmujrtTula,  (01. 
Bautakp,  Ioaao  P-,  SoBotoT  from  PsdutItuIi,  UT;  OB 

Uh  ptjmaiit  of  totoTHt  to  StiM,  BTS. 
BiaiiiiiD,  DumL  D.,  BapnoMtotlTe  from  Kew  Toik, 
B*mT.  Jomi,  BaproMOtUlTo  from  KotjIoDd,  (Ot ; 


dooo  ■  ilto  Ibr, 
Mow  Oricooa,  50; 
tbo  dotiili  oftbo  ~ 
tbo  dimite  It  Mn 
ftnir<irtbkMll.Ml 
umaiB,  DurBL  L, 

llBO,(lt 


OB  tbo  N»  Cnak  Tnitj,  H 
rbIUdotplil(i.M(:  onDofud: 
OB  the  nUtlou  of  th*  Uoitod 
OB  ■  pbIbUbc  of  tbo  battle  of  Bow 
AAe^  ToL  T. 

BAntn,  IfouKAi,  BcgfMBBtatlT*  frsm  CUo,  III  Ai 
A4«^  Toll.  T.  & 

■nn,  DiTiD,  Benatoi  froi^^lauiiTl,  MI;  ae  tbeabtf 
Toaamd  lead  mtiHa,t81;  A  tba  nnef  bT  •aftrfX  « 
AloiBDdila,  tU;  OD  admri  laoda  In  lDdlua,4T9;  •aOl 
powRaafIb*  VleePnild(nt,BID;  Dna(nal(«li>dll 
KoiTOS  CoUego,  (MO.    &>  Ad»,  Toh.  T,  & 

BAaarrr,  Birmnu^  B*pi—tBtatlT«  froca  TlTflnU,  M-  ^ 
JwfoE,  TolL  (,  4,  ^  a,  T,  B. 
mui,  Ephbuk,  Senator  fron  New  Jetaar,  VB. 
LTB,  Bdwaioi,  Bepnaenta' 


AKtar*  at  Ifmii  Orltant-Sat  Ht^ar,  toL  *.   Ai  «  A 
Lewt*.—8tt  Inam,  toL  (. 

n.T,  UocnioT,  BerKOUt-al-Ania  of  tba  Sesatc,  ffl 
Xaowiur^bri^  ^Sii<iwq<— >SM7iHf<ii,Tola.l,&iI,& 
Bbbchb,  pDiLnrov,  BpprcaeatatiTO  rnm  Ohlot  (14  Ai 

Indtfc,  vol*.  «,  1, 8. 
Bmiui,  OniBsa  O.,  Btpiatealallva  frvm  New  ToA,  M 
Biu,  Jobh.  BepreaentaliTo  trnm  TanneasH,  (IDl 
Bai.r  I  BuiCKL,  Sanalor  from  Mew  Hmupahlr^  4V;  a  Da 
9wenoflheVleaPnrid0Bt,GlI.  Ob  HrrlriDf  bic 
itloBirr  oScan,  Ml ;  OB  •  Votera  irnioi;,  tSI:  ■ 
JUtla  coorta  martial,  U6;  oti  Tetnw^aaat^  V^  ^ 


atAl» 


t  H.— On  tbe  rood  In  Ai 
I;  OB  til*  Mia  0 
Id  Ulchlsan,  1S8 


lUif  of  nSuM 
iCrHklndbB. 
in«iiin-"~'° 

TI«-PlBtiBR 


IM;  Senator  from  lU«<>uri,4S7;  on 
IbrellBara,  474 ;  ob  tbo  powen  of  tJ 
DM;  on  tbo  pabUc  debt,  GM;  on  tbo  eUlee  <g>l4'- 
aoB*nI,a»;  nlallTO  to  tbe  banaeka  at  Nxr  Oikaa, 
54t;  OB  a  gnat  of  bad  toKenTon  OoUi^m;  «>^ 
(ndnatloD  c^  tbo  pilco  of  puUlo  Uttta  ^n ;  «>  "t^ 
of  tbeCBmberi*ndn>ad,U«;  oa  tbo  dalf  oa  oibM 
B8»-EW ;  OB  the  doty  ob  Termlnlll,  HO ;  oa  tk<  dlH  « 
ittA,  taa;  en  tba  datj  on  Indigo,  III»^fMM;  «  li> 
datr  OB  raw  waal,EM;  on  tb*  doty  an  wosUtu  Uii^4 
Wl ;  on  th*  ditj  OB  illki,  109.    A* /■««,  reli.  1, 4 

Bbbbibb,  Johh  K— On  tbg  mMiac*  nlatlT*  tr>  tkg  CiMt 
Indl>iia,IM;  an  the  Oalonliatlon  Bodetj,  W ;  um- 
meat  of  doportad  ilarao,  SW;  m  tbeOhlo  tuBpike  bM 
«S;  Seaator  from  eeusta,  4«T ;  on  taptand  Aldaa, 
4n ;  on  the  powen  of  the  TI»-PTH4deBt,  CI);  a  lit 
bDl  Ibr  tbo  rsUef  of  Mr*.  BrowB,HC;  oatbaaaTina 
of  the  B«T<dnUoB,  BSL    Sea  lltd«B,  nL  & 

aaU,Mimiy.    SMliultm,w6Ll. 

Blaib,  Jonx,  KapnoenUUr*  frwa  TeaBaaee.  tl*;  ■  '^ 
ippoiBtBHBt  of  Obaigaa,  ITI ;  oa  tba  Tacotara  laW^ 
(M.    SHAtf«VT0la.T,8. 

Bu..^  Taoiu    -    -  -       -  .. 


,y  Google 


BoQUSHT,  DomnQiK,  Seiwtn'  ftom  Lantaluu,  MT. 

Bbuh-ST,  Willuh  C,  OB  ftea  DtfnkH  la  th*  DI■trlI^t  ol 
f^alBinbU,  SSS;  on  >  Nsnl  Acmdamr,  4B&  ^ta  Indtm 
»I■.^T,  8. 

Biurn,  JoBv,  Saaitor  ftvm  Noith  OuvlLiu,  «Tj  on  tlu 
■alai7  ef  tha  PMtauitcrOeBen].  181,  >8S ;  od  tlw  dntjr 
oa  nit.  laa-ttS  \  an  tha  Fnnch  mlgBLal  trads,  M4  Ah 
Ak(«b,  Tola.  1,  & 

anatAttfPneaeot.—S»»  ^iufan  nb.  1, 4. 

JMoCiMitar  OK  Ua  tMiwar&— i^  JM<B.  nl  8. 


froD 
Mrtinl  Rank.— la  I 


(10. 


lafferan  b;  gra  Id  Aleundrti, 
<o,«S-tU;  Bepnaenuttn 


I  bill  to  ilnlldi  eaiuldentd, 
<m :  naaou  for  tha  meaaan  deiind,  MM ;  aSKti,  IM ; 
laid  an  tbs  table,  404 ;  to  abollih  Iha  offliM  of  U^or- 
Oawral  alaa  Muldargd  nd  loat.  «M 
Xnbtrf.—SM  InitK,  TsL  t. 

JbllUi  CMmtal  Tradt^U  On  R<«ih,  an  ammdmenl  to 


ier  to  iBTlta  Gnat  Britain  to  i 
ptaea  onrVut  India  lalemt 
fiwUn;  thB7  wen  on  ssdrr  tl 
wa  adhere  lo  the  poUfT-  of  18 


iw  m(rlctlon),  451 ;  va 
act  or  1B«I^  4»;  iball 


nraj  T  4H ;  Ouudian  eiporta,  4». 
BabaUoea  of  tba  bill,  4H;  reaalt  oT  lb  paseage.  4M; 
the  mil  September  tha  bert  porlod  Ibr  tbe  pnhlUtioD  of 
IhebOl  to  takeelTMt.4fi<;  (be  meainre  aDDbl  be  Jtuttr 
othulTe  to  Great  Britain,  tET;  diflktsnea  b<tween  tbe 
bai  or  tbe  Batuta  utd  that  reported  b^  tbe  Conmlttu 
of  Commeiee,  4CT ;  net  matarlal  whlcb  or  the  tvo  pro- 
poddani  (be  Hdbh  Ibonld  aeeept,  4X ;  better  to  hiTe 
BoblllitaD  than  take  that  or  tha  S(Dite,45l;  Ineoula- 
taner  Into  which  the  Hoore  would  be  betrayed  br 
•doptlDf  tha  imBudtDBiit,  4Bt;  amendment  acmd  lo, 


letber  tbu  [aa  wlthoot  the  (neudment,  4tl ;  nitadal 


differe 


in-,  I 


immerea  defiiBded,  4«1 ; 
ImpninloB  at  to  (be  inppoeed  Inaflldefiej  of  the  bill; 
4M;  oBT  nfoaal  to  Dmet  tba  IcglalatlT*  lander  of  Onat 
BdlalB,  4R;  recardad  ai  a  dlareapeetTal  tamperli^wllh 
thetidlgnltrbrareat  Britain, 4«;  adhanDoe  lanlad, 
4CL 

anUA  MmUer,  emdmrt  nf—Set  ladtm,  toL  i. 

*«M  h,trtv<H».-S»»  liultm,  toI.  4. 

BriMA  Wtt  India  ■nvdt.—Sat  Indeat,  toL  8. 

Baswa,  UaMn-OuraaaL  Juxi*.— In  the  Senate,  hli  de- 
eaaie  annonnDad,  Ufl;  a  badpTflfladenttO|OlritomonrD- 
lag  ftr  othai  than  a  member,  DM. 

Bin  Ibr  rellrf  of  the  widow  eonddarad.  SU ;  iltiiatlon 
oflhaafl>Inoftbadeaeaaed,DMi  entitled  to  itbll  pen- 
Hon,  AM ;  public  oplolon  In  tdianoa  or  the  Leglilatore, 
H4;  thodallcaofOf  thefMMM;  when  people  tali  of 
ccODODi/  thaj  OQ^t  to  praeUae  It  here,  &AS ;  ftirthar  de- 
bat^  S5S;  blU  ordered  to  be  en(raeHd,IIOd. 

Blown,  Ttnt,  BepiMantatln  fnira  If.  a,  OUT.  St»  Indta, 
TAB, 

>nu,  Jon  H.,  BeprsMBtallTe  ftnra  V,  C,  (10 :  on  the 
Brtlfih  Colonial  Trada,  4U.  Sh  India,  toL  i. 


tha  PoUreipedltloi),  tl 


T6T 

imerioan  relatloni,  BO,  M ;  oa 
an  the  rallit  of  teTolntlonair 
Dtmeot  or  CbaTgea,  III:  oe 
DD  the  Biltlih  Coloutal  Tisda, 
1  woollenB,BM;  BaprcHBt^ 
bs  repair  of  the  CamberUnd 
1,471,  5u /ndiK,  Tola,  r,  3. 
infromVt,<oa.    S-Tmla, 


T  York,  «M; 


raad.4H:  onretrei 
Book,  Dawiil  A..  Kepi 

ToU.  T,  S. 
BfcixiD,  BicDxan  JL,  oa  tbe  Panwna  tllMic 

'HBtatlve  fMm  Kentoekj,  410;  on  retn 

Ste  /«!»,  Tole.  T,  9. 
Bmrim,  OUDOLPH,  BepreaantatlTe  ftam  Nd 

en  the  cue  ofUarlinr  D'Antarire,  t4S. 
Bunao,  Tuanjiii,  BeprsHBtaUTa  ftoBi  Bhodg  Iiland,  IM ; 

DD  the  «urv[rlBf  officer*  ot  the  reTi^ntion,84T;  op  Btif- 

f«reta  bf  lire  In  AleuBdrta,  tS4 ;  on  tbe  TaanbaTa  mla- 

b1<hi,  4SS;  OB  mllltU  eonrta  martial,  tO.    Bat  mOa, 
TOLS. 
BkiUrq  i^a*  Ltbnry  if  Oim^rut.—Sd*  litdim,-nA.i. 
BoTVAir,  S^vuKL,  BepreaentatlTa  from  Ualna,  400. 


Oalmuba  ShvifoUen  atmfaim.—ln  (be  Honae,  a  bUI  nl- 

atlra  to,  eouldetad,  4T4 ;  onUtvd  to  tie  encnaied,  418. 
CaiaoDH,  Jon  C,  prealdea  In  the  Senate  Ml ;  letlai  to 

Benata  ralatl<ie  to  u  Iniactlgatlon  of  hla  eondnoC  aa  See- 

retai7  at  War,  IIS;  memorial  o^  to  tha  Howa,  •»; 

pnaldai  in  the  Saoate,  44T ;  nport  on  the  memorial  ot, 

414;  paper  aesampaBjrtnf  the  report,  41B.    S*t  Imden, 

toto.  4,  a,  4,  T,  B. 
Omnaii.ano,  C.  C,  on  tha  FaaiiaB  mlalea,  S14 ;  oadntlea 

on  wool,  tSl ;  on  anHerara  bjr  Bte  In  Alexandria, «»; 

on  duUea  oB  i7eoI  and  woolleoi,  SM;  BeprMeatatlve 

from  Naw  Yorfc,  Wl.  «m  Ad «e,  toL  B. 
Caiiadtan  AvW***'"'^*'  -AufiB,  Tele.  %  E. 
Camai  omWHl  Jfuola  tHoali;— Ib  the  Honaa,  a  reaalmioo 

telaHie  to,  eeatldacad,  4>a ;  Impeitaiiae  af  the  naaura, 

Ctawil  te  JIUiute— In  the  Boole,  a  Hit  lelatln  to,  «on- 
■ldered,4C0;  moved  to  nocmirolt  aod  loqslre  Into  Iha 
eipadlaner  ef  tha  UaJtad  Btataa  aBbKrlblnf  tat  tha 
Btock,  440;  reaaona,  440;  motien  kat,  440;  bUl  pHed, 
4(L 

Oap*mrH  AJHeant^la  tbe  Senate,  bill  eo^derad,  tn. 

Otraetat,   BMtf  tf.—8tt  Indtm,  tuL  4. 

OAiaoii,  Baiiiib.  F,  OB  (he  Panama  mlialan,  IMj  on  aiif- 
(krerabj  Sra  !■  Alaxaadrla,  SSt;  oa  the  TaeabaTamli- 
riOB,4W  4»4:  BepraaeBtatlTefraDKDrUiUuattBa,(10; 
on  retreBCbment,  488.    B—  buUm,  toL  a. 

OiBrn,  JoEir,  BapreaeiititJTi  from  Bonth  GanlUia,  410; 
on  the  Panama  minion,  14T.    Stt  IndtB,  tdL  8. 

Omcm*.  Canerfftaul—Stt  ludaa,  toL  i,  eod  JiKlai^  toL  7. 


Cnunnna,  Kiurl.  Sanalor  tran  Haijlaad,  441.    8n  lit- 

ufaana.  HuraT,  Senator  from  *'****™i,  491 ;  on  tba 
Colonlaatlon  Sodatr,  WT-SOS ;  on  the  ColoBlaatloB  Bo- 
eletr,  811 ;  OB  tha  parmant  of  fatamt  to  Statea,  Kit, 
iSiaa/adiiiVToLB. 
CMurDLXB,  Jdhh,  on  'tbe  lale  of  rcaerrad  lead  talnaa,  ttl; 
oiltlien>adlBUkifal(ui,8St-188:oB  tha  relief  of  nt- 
fbren  at  AleiaDdrta,  «M ;  an  npeallag  tha  dntj  oB  lalt, 
488;  oQ  tbe  grmdoal  Iraprorement  of  the  narj,  829;  od 
tha  Ohio  tanptk*  road,  U8;  SeulorI>OBlIalne,  441; 

oOea  ctf  Uijar^JSeiieni].  «T ;  on  tha  eblma  of  Booth 
CarDllu,llM;  en  the  bUl  fbr  the  raUaf  of  Ifn.  Browtl, 
tUi  on  the  mrrlTon  of  tbe  Barolntloa.  Mt;  on  th* 
•an4TenoftbiBaTalatlon,Ul    A«  AuIm^  *bL  •. 


,y  Google 


Oituf*  Of  .iMrt^  Jppetalmtmt  ^— In  U 


nMlBUgg,  m ;  unil  pnetloD  at  Um  QoTaramut.  ITI ; 
dIplaiiutM  ^v^lBtaenti  m  Dot  Bfolatnl  b^  itrntaU, 
m ;  Ui<  elurgs  nadt,  ITI ;  vrtfia  of  ■  mlilitH  In  th* 
liw  at  lutlaB*,  STli  THOfTDlud  bf  Iha  Coutltntloii, 


ToLa 


a  TtmUDt,  4CT.    Ai  Ado^ 


Ciu^  Sunm,  B*prHgpl*CiT*  from  Htw  Tsrk.  MM. 
dun.  JVMI,  (jgMcit  amduet  and  trftil  qC— jte  /lul 

Outaptat*  and  OUo  CamaL—la  tbc  Bciutii,  >  bill  (a  i 
tborlKubKilpUDB  tDtbaMoekot»iiiide»d,SM;  i 
■  VHUrn  meHDn,  «M ;  ■muittx]  from  th<  Lagidili 
«r  TlriJDl*,  mH;  tha  CouUtntlsn  dood  ud  KeD^  W 
tbli  bill  ■  pBtunUp  »BaarB,«M;  deiUsd  iB  Itia  . 
flrmUJTa,  MB.    8— Indta.  ni.  i. 

Chedw  Lan^Sitarcaekmt%i9  9rk. — Id  tba  Haiua,mni 
iBttim  iiliil]TaM,eoBildend,MT;  msaBdmint  moTi 
lit ;  (ba  OofimDHiit  ilioDld  lotacfsn,  to  praleet  t 
Indluu  from  Chrtber  ancndobmeDt;,  S4T;  thria  tblugt 
b«T8  bad  ttelc  InflneDoa  M  thi  Indliuii,UT;  otji 
tbaameiidmerit,M8;  renlsUon  adopud,  MS. 

ChwMu  .FFufloiu.— DabaM  ralillTa  to  nmoTil  at,  HV. 

OLuxaxi,  NjiTaiiniL  H.,  Kepnacutatlis  from  Tliglntk, 
tot.    Ai  7«da^  ToL  a. 

Ci>Avc  Jahb,  BapraBasUtlra  from  Kaatockf i  flO ;  <n  r«- 
tnncbnint,  OM,    ,Sh /<Hf«>,  toL  S. 

Cl-ux.  JoBir  a,  RipTDHDUtlTe  from  Kew  York,  WW;  on  Ibi 
COM  t^UaflpT  D'ADttrlia,  «1 :  on  nCrcncbmaBt,  MS. 

CURXB,  Mima*  St.  Cuii.  Clerk  of  tba  Hoiua,  946; 
GboatB  aerk  at  tbl  Houh.  «10.    Sa  Indna,  Tola.  1,  K 

CoatI  Am ^.— Id  tba  Haata,  inaolDtioB  relitlTa  Id  huUdc 
pnrlilBB  fbr.  ooDaldarad,  HO;  objrmt  of  tba  reaolotlaB, 
UO;  B  frTorlta  mMKin  of  Mr.  JefltnoDt,  UO;  eom- 
DKncnnnt  i<  Ml ;  raaidDtloB  agrasd,  Ml.  Ai  A<t«B, 
ToL  S, 

Cau,  Tbdub  W.,  S«ul«r  from  OeorgiB,  dST;  on  iBIanuI 
lmpniTamaDt,MT;  ob  tba  pcj^tnt  of  latarail  taBUlM, 
Ml;  OB  tbadBtf  OD  aBlliBTS;  ob  the  HirTiTonor  tba 
I*I0lDtleD.BMi  OB  tha  UUDd  01lial,nT.  «m  Tntaa, 
Tid.a,I. 

OeetM,  Jon,  ob  rellaf  to  tba  Florldk  ladUmg,  111;  ob  tha 
Raw  Craak  Tnatf.  IM ;  on  tha  Qnapaw  Indliuu,  8M  \ 
OB  >  ITMtani  Ara»i7.  Kl ;   ob  tba  mamuilal  ti  Cti- 


Ob  pnaamtlon  o/tlTa  oak  timber,  STT. 
Cbd  r(ilurUt.—a—  Iitdta,  toIi.  1,  I 

CMw  niHl  Jtint.—B4l  /lulM,  rob.  «, 
CWlMMn  DittrieU,  WfUm.—3t  InOta,  toL 


iB,aToj 


IhUinm  iHi- 


nortal  oCp. 


:n  tha  Basil 

Ml;  pioladagilBit  the  rifbtofthe Federal  KOTarDnumt 
to  ■pprcif>Ttata  Iba  maatj  of  tba  paopla  tw  tha  pnrpooa 
«f  eat«blUhlnf  ooloDlei  abroarl.  or  of  tnniportlDi;  anj 
poftlan  of  tha  iBbibltaDti  to  tha  ooaat  of  Afria,  SOS; 
propoaltlou  <a  the  Budetr,  MS ;  acenu  of  (he  aodutj  on 
tha  ooaat  an  enfagad  in  irartike  antarprlaaa.  804;  lo- 
oOQBt  of  Dr.  Aibmnn,  104,  SW;  other  aipadlUong,  109; 
other  polBtB,  tO«;  letter  of  tbe  aeeratirj  of  tha  Narj, 
BOT ;  11  It  proper  tot  tbe  Benata  to  rafer  to  a  committee  or 

Bitoraa  allaehad,  StR ;  Iba  petition  of  a  hodjr  of  pamu 
who  ha»  lagillT  DO  real  eHetanaa,  an;  ao  mla  of  tha  Ben- 
ata oojht  to  eielnda  anj  eUtwn  or  bodjr  of  dtlMU  from 


pnaentdnc  their  wtaba  to  tbe Saaata,  103 ;  Ilk  MM* 
tha  Senate  witboot  aj  aoUd  fonn,  SW;  paja  wit*. 
drawi,*as. 

Memorial  HfBtd  b;  tha  Pnaldaiit  of  tW  Soctetf.  HI; 
Iba  Ooelet;  iDdalfaa  In  no  Tlawa  boOOa  to  Iba  u*v*  bf 
wblcb  dtliaBa  of  tba  Santbarn  Blataa  bold  their  pnfaa- 
tr,  111;  thlili  danonneed  ai  a  TlalDliitT  and  itiliiinbJ 
pmjeet,  lU;  the  oodiIbcI  al  the  ^oiit  acniCBed,  Ul; 
deatrBcUDB  of  tha  Bpanbh  ftctarT.BU;  deotncUaB  ef 
the  rraDofa  belorr,  111;  deitmetlon  (^  Trade  TaBB,lM; 
bow  doea  tbla  aOMI  Iha  quealltB  betMv  llie  BeBBIe,lU; 
thacouUtntlonalobleeUoi^tlS;  aaid  u  ba  lea  Ua  b 

HA;  u  the  Benate  prepared  to  nulla  with  tha  Bcanv 
fB  danuDBcini  a  traUm  Ihu  rvoonumsded  1 11&. 

SoiolDtloBof  Ibe  Sodet7,llT;  oljeet  eflfaaSoelalrt* 
ladaca  CiHigTae  to  eetablUh  ■  ecjonj  on  tba  ooeat  of  Afli- 
ca,  or  to  appropriate  moBe]r  ^^  that  objoct,  117;  ^ibact 
oortaI,ti8;  Mr.Jeffiew 


r,  nS;  I 


qnotad.  aa  If  b. 


ahiTeebrtbepBipaaaofamaiKlFUIoiwSll;  tbadaagn- 

thia  o^^aet  la  to  ba  attained,  nO;  what  an  wa  Is  ■>;  to 
tbla  aa  a  remadr  Afr  aneb  an  aril  t  UO;  reanhaof  Tabha. 
Wl :  patlllan  laid  on  tba  labia,  >n. 

In  tba  Hooaa,  a  reiolDtloD  relallTa  tA,  eauUnad.  4K; 
th«M  rendutlDiu  prints  papan,  4>T;  raferTad,4aa;rT- 
BpeoC  dvwa  lOTaretfD  Btate  doDBBda  Ita  nWDlatlaiiabflBld 
babaanl,4a8;  fkirthar dabati,  183 ;  ftaither  debak,4M 

(Mumiiia  Bleir,  teeapaUrn  i>f.—St  Atdaa,  Tola.  T.  8. 

CommirvqflUa  tMltdS  -    - 

Onm^HoHaa  <tf  Pr—Ummt  a 
dam  Tola  1,1. 

OMnpaiunHoia  ^  Mtmbtrt^Stt  Htdtm,  viO.  B.    rty  f 

Camin,  Lkwu,  KepnaeBtaUTe  tma  S.J^tBt.    Aa  A- 

i(.a\rol».4.6.I,B. 

CoiiiiBB,  HmiBI  W„  Bepraaentattn  fi«n  N.  C,  SM. 

QniHttdateUdm.—SeeIndm,  toIb.  1, 1^  M. 

OoMlttQiot  BfpiiMi^-Su  Itulim,  Tola.  1, 1. 

Omlraelt,  Gonrxmntt—Su  Indim,  roL  9. 

OnalnHerafM  IxCuam  Slaltt.S44  IndfB,  tOL  6. 

CoHfO)/  at/Mtm St4  Tiuf K,  tc 

CoKwiT,  Hunt  W,  on  Don- 

B4;  on  tbeQoapawlDdtaiit,M«;  oa  anttnasbaaala  •■ 
Choctaw  landi,  MS;  on  Indian  land  tltlca  1b  lilinml 
ITS;  OB  Deaf  and  Donb  AqrlnDia,«B-t»4:  ratatln  B 
the  datlai  of  aanraar  of  Arkania^  4a.     A*  bOm, 

Cook,  Dabibl  P,  w  the  Boatb  Amarlcao  ralatiiw.  Bt^a; 

•n  amaDdmant  tn  tha  ConstltDtlaa,  Bl-«r ;  oo  Ite  Srw 

CraeklVeatr.Ul;  ontheTanitMraBilaIia,«W:  on  Da 

Liberia  Aeencf,  441.    &■ /wlaB,  Tid.  ft. 
Oordaffi,  dnnobaet  tm. — &H  Indtm,  toL  7. 
CknU  qfiuU  bv  /VlntMi.— 5u/>ufe^  toL  J. 
Com.Tak,  BlOBABD,  Eepreaentatlre  from  Peu^  lOi. 
0rt4t  titdian  SttMaUtrn—Su  htdiiM.  toL  & 

HIOH,  WILLUH  J.,  BepraaentatlT*  ftvB  OUe,  Ok. 
OrinifagaitutattUiM4dSlatM.—atI»dtBi,nL^   A- 

naitami^OM  VtUdauHit. 

.wKimiUMJi.  D.  W,  - 


db.Googlc 


Outr^tm,  JaBK,  SapntutiUn  frem  K.  <X,  (10;  on  mlUU* 
coOTta  mutlil,  HA    AH  Axbo,  Toli.  8, 1,  S 1,  T,  & 

Qi>«i'l«ntf  JiMtt— In  th*  Bmato,  ■  bU]  flv  th<  pnum- 
Uaa  ui4T«p*l[ai;  MoM*nd,S88;  bad  M*t«  oTnpiiir  <^ 
•(mMiaetl«i>,Ha;  thiw  nnnM  ml(ht  bstikfd,  "~ 
U«  B«ttt«  baa  M  panr  te  oilitaaU  ■  bUI  for  Itying 
Uita,  UBj  lata  pailod  it  whiata  tha  bill  hu  baan 
«m  Att;  li  tha  SanaLa  aompataat  td  frame  aa  act 
MH  of  tUi  Uid,  SaS;  a  CoiutltatJoiiil  point,  DM:  qui 


Daitbl,  HmT,  B*prw«nl*tI»fn)mK«ntMk7,  tIO;«Di*- 

traBebmint,  <H. 
Datskfobt,  JoBit,  BapiaiaBtatlTt  ftom  Ohio,  (IOl 
D^-nmoai,  Taaxu,  Eapnaaatatfra  ftem  Vlrilnla,  (la 

34*  India,  ToL  8. 
Dati^  Joav,  K«prcaentatlTB  ftem  UiHacbojetta,  «0;  on 

tha  UaMaahuHU  HlUUa  Clalni*,  GU  oa  doUaa  oD  wool 

and  TooUau,  SM.  &<  Aduc,  toL  B. 
DATM,nuiuui  £.,  BapnaenlatliB  froka  Sontb  CbollDa, 

to. 

Ot^f  ltd  DwaA  At^wm  in  Xtntuet^.—la  tha  Banate,  a 
bin  to  pTOFida  Air  tba  location  of  aartain  graota  of  land 
•oBBtdind,  nv;  ob)«cl  of  tba  bill,  tn ;  Dored  to  ititko 
ant,  *«^  tTV ;  ahall  tha  Aanata,  beeaoaa  an  amr  baa 
thrown  tba  InitllBtlan  inio  Iholr  power,  taka  bach  tbali 
beutrT  1I>;  bill  otdaitd  tu  tUtd  rudlog,  m. 

In  tba  Houaa,  a  bill  for  tba  benefll  al  tba  Haw  Ysik 
mat  PaBMjIraila  iwtitDUau  ooaaldenid,  401 ;  amand- 
manttbat  the  land  grantod  ibogld  bo  aold,  Ul ;  tba  >lt- 
■tailon  of  UwB*  liutltDtJoat  would  Indue*  tham  to  a 
apasdr  aalo,  Ml ;  It  wltbbeld  fram  markat  11  will  iqinn 
tb*  tBrritoiy,  401 ;  no  raaaan  wbf  thua  iUtaa  flboold 
haTaapne>nnealDthgmattar,40);  oD  wbat  luthorltjr 
oan  CobgnoB  maka  granta  of  rnontir  ^'  Und  T  40S :  do 
gnat  iBjaaElaa  to  Florida,  403  j  tba  laada  Ibonld  BOtb* 
aoid  witbbi  lira  raws,  4n ;  amandmant  to  eiland  the 
liUlteoUuiiIst<a.40S;  objoetlona,  400;  p»eadciit,404j 
CoUKtlCBt  and  KantoGk;  hare  raoalied  (ranta,  404 ;  do 
(lanl  oallad  tar  ttom  otbar  •lataa.  404 ;  app«]  mads  In 
babalf  of  tha  foot,  40e;  plan  of  the  InatltnUoDi,  400; 
wlUtba  EIanaadaaii7tbla(fartbad«faDdduDib,4lie; 
on  what  pttnelpla  art  tbon  iranu  wnnf  T  4U ;  prlrata 
maalia  bava  prorad  Inn  fllclaDt»  405 ;  motion  to  raoomvlt 
Um  WU  ovriad,  401)ltaitbaramBBdmaB^401  At/n- 
diavnla.«,8. 

JMoCaa,  nparttng  If. —it  J»dM^  toL  I. 

i>a»stai^  «affW«r  «i;  naolntlea  to  (Ubaeriba  to,  orriad,  4(4. 

.MmiIw,  jrra„  Ua  OOH  qf:— Id  Iho  Houaa,  a  bill  to  compan- 
Mta  ooBdda»d,t»;  prOTUIon*  irf  tba  bill,  SOS;  com- 
pauallon  to  thi  aSoan  and  crew  of  tba  asbooDor  In- 
trepid, IM;  bnndnd  Hionaaod  dollan  nWTod,  !SS ;  the 
ftlsata  PUladalphla  «nld  bare  been  ronond  altar  het 
ncaptnm,  badnotlhaparatiiplotjanlenatCommadoTa 
Fnbla  ptatenlad  tha  illampt,  tSS;  a*  a  pilM  Cher 
would  hara  boon  entltlad  to  naarlj  tbraa  bnndMd  thoo' 
awl  dollan,  ISO;  pcasadenti  fbrtba  Mil,  ISO ;  affect  of 
thia  aaplora  oa  tba  Barbarr  powsn,  140 ;  drBnlUon  at 
tha  wort  (lOfX,  MO;  thaaa  oaplon  are  eallUed  to  remo- 
fecmUoa  drvD  tba  aitraordlBar^gallaotrT  of  their  aabi  eT  fr- 
nant,Ul;  what  aOMt  It  Ilia  panage  or  rejection  of  Ihli 
bm  (alcBlatad  ts  bi*  ta  tba  hlgbeat  iBteraata  of  tba 
DH7,  t41  i  blank  DUad  with  one  hondrad  IhouaDd,  t4i ; 
dibata  on  the  prindpla  of  tha  blU,  MS ;  no  legal  claim 
Tcatad  for  prlia  monajr  baaaoaa  tba  prlza  law  raqolraa 
that  th«  Taaaal  ahoold  ba 


BX.  TfiO 

Ml;  tba  olaltn  tbonld  hara  baan  pt«i*Bt«d  long  ^s,  Ml 
Btt  FhOadttplUa  TrltiaU. 

Ty%  OKAn,  Jon  J..  BepreaenUtiT*  ftom  New  Tork,  MM. 

Dilmean  and  CtiMaptakt  Oatuii.—Stt  tmUa,  toL  B. 

Viitgatttjrim  TerHlorlM.—St4  Jndta,  nL  1. 

£*nt>y  J'tntitrpt.  ohm  riA—Stt  Ini/ia,  toI  B. 

D^mtinvuatitrtt  afairM  Onai  Brttaim  undv  JUm 
AdoBU.—St  Indtx,  ToL  1. 

i>aairtara.  bovntf  ta.—SatInat>i,  yoL  i. 

Dt»trllim,pnatKHi>n  ^— In  tha  Bebatoa  blU  rabtlTalo, 
oonaUned  and  ordered  to  ba  angroaead.  Ml,  £40. 

Dmb^  Eonan.  KapnatnlatlTe  from  TennHaea,  KO. 

DlOKniao*,  Vabwii,  Senator  fhim  Naw  Jenej,  4<T ; «  tha 
daoeHairf  JoaapbUcIlTilDe.  ■M:an  tbedlitrtbDtloBof 
MTanaa,  asa;  on  tba  pawen  of  the  Tloe  Fr«ldent,  SOB; 
on  Iba  gradnatlon  of  tba  price  oT  pnhlio  laoda,  081 ;  o& 
tba  dn^OB  noUMaa,  COO;  un  Iba  dntf  od  raimioalU, 
tm ;  OB  tba  dnlf  on  fUa,  SW ;  on  th*  iotj  on  lodlgo, 
S0M»T,N8;suthadnlroBdlka,«».    ,8h  Adaa,  toIi, 


Ira  from  Hew  York, «(. 
BoBaa  1  reaolDtloD  oatHif 
,  addnasea  BBuiBaL,  SO;  a 
I  SpalB  daalnbla,  90 ;  sooa- 


0.0,  T,8. 
DioKiIaoir,  Jonx  D.,  Eepreaanb 


In  the  papen  laked  for,  npon  tsj  tntilect  likalf  to  eoraa 
bafor*  tba  HellM^  Bf; 

DtpUimaUe  InUr«B¥rtt.—St*  IndM,  ToL  1. 

DUbwmnlt  vf  Ma  PtiUa  Ifonty-Sn  Indai,  voL  T. 

Dltmal  avamp  dtnal— la  tba  Hosia  an  engroH*d  bill  to 
aDihortu  mbaerlptlaBi  (o  th*  alock  tt,  10 ;  joaa  and  aaja 
callad,  10;  orderad,  10;  callsftha  Hon**  mured  aBd 
D<«atlT*d.lO:  bll1iiaHed,l«.    &i/itdaB,TaL& 

DWrUHMan  qfOu  JiMflnH.— BlU  to  prorlda  for.oDi^d- 
aTad,lS& 

ZMiMel  q/ OilMtMa.— ^H  Atfua,  Toli.  t,  ^  t,  T. 

Dlverof  te  tn*  Dtlrtat  ^  OcbmbiA.—St  Jiulta,  Tola. 

a,4,T. 

DamMHo  Miuntflutara.-Bm  Imlta,  toL  H. 

DoBBB¥,  Ciumra.  gepaaaantaUTa  tiom  Uai^land,  (M;  oa 

frw  ntsro**  Id  tba  Dtatilct  ot  Colnmbla,  U<^  IM;  oa 

Akttrj  la  tha  Dlatirlst  of  OolBmbU,  410 ;  ob  latrangb- 

neot,  IDS.    St  India,  toL  8, 
I>ranbaBk*.— a— Inim,  roL  l.    DnUt  on  ImperU. 
DuTtoa,  WuxiAJI,  BepraioBtatlTa  from  BoBth  ■^■■"'■■f. 

(10;  on  Sooth  AmvtMa  taluiona,  (0 ;  oa  tharalbf  if 

•Bdrii^Ot;  OB  report  lalMln  to  tba  UnlUd  Stataaand 
Ooorgta,  4B;  oa  tha  bank  of  tha  United  Btatr*,<M; 
an  tba  ataa  of  HarlgDr  D'Antarir^MI;  oa  ratraacb- 
nanl,  TBI .    St  Indta,  toL  8. 

I>atlU^.—at  Ittita.  (ol  I. 

DDKOur,  Joaara,  BapreaantitlT*  from  IIIIboI^  lift 

DuMtt  Diteriminaling.^St  Indnn,  nL  g, 

J>iiMm  m /njwrta,  &IU,  <*o.— iB  Ih*  BtDBla  a  blU  to  nr**l 
a  put  of  the  dot;  OB  talt  naUdarad,  no ;  It  wUldalK7 
the  boant^  now  glrao  to  aehermon,  tSO;  note,  iOO;  l»- 
portut  to  retain  the  heonly,  180 ;  repeal  aaked  In  order 
la  remore  th*  fteoda  aatd  to  luTa  been  eoauBltled  oa 
the  dDtf  OB  aalt,  UO;  mannfooton  In  MaauehBaallB, 
MO;  It  hal  b**B  (aid  we  oodU  rerr  weU  dUpaaaa  with 
thadntjen  lalt,  VI ;  oot  ■  time  to  redan 


.Google 


J 


■raMd,»e;ciOMdlU«o(tk*fliiucH.«l;  w^ 
ti  oiT  THODnsM  to  b*  dnt  off  nadtf  thtfr  pnMH' 
HUM,  »t;  ■Ictarr  oaaunua  tor  Uw  Oubih  gf  tk* 

mm«i7  to  |«t  o«loa*llr  lata  dimoBlIf,  IM;  lb*  dmtf 
«■■  Impand  uadtr  dcnsMMMM  Uut  did  not  (OMd  > 
mmUob  IbrtI*  sMllaiiua BBlU  tkto  pailai,  IM;  tbt 
■iknlt*  ud  munttettTM.  IM  i  tha  (taU  of  tb*  souti7 
r*fil'**  nthtr  m  iMermi  rluB  ■  dacniM  of  ramn^ 
ttT;  Dot  oqolUblo  to  romoTO  ttao  protsftloo  bttw  giTon 
Tltbont  aufDO  proTlou  aotlco,  ttT ;  tlii  pnoent  dofldon- 
er.  M8 ;  It  vu  UT<r  totokdad  tUa  tu  Ihonld  remoln 
dlw  tlw  ooeuloB  eoHod,  IM:  thli  bUI  hu  «  olilm 
Aaadcd  on  }ii«ll»  ud  tko  oqod  rif bti  of  tho  dtiiau, 
Mt;  tbtlnMoiTwu  ot«illoirlikg>ttlMepulBf  oftho 
M^oB,lM;  qipToprloto  tbooiudi  fcrfsnlgo  ob^ccta, 
bM  It  b  dUSoolt  la  obtain  aialataoee  (Di  tba  labailic 
aoBiBUBl^  at  bona.  MS ;  btil  paaaad,  Vt, 

A  bUl  to  redsea  tba  dotf  OB  aalt  oonalilored.  BTl ;  In- 
dollBlta  poatpoBanuBt  movad,  DT3 ;  a  tAC  on  a  aaomaiy 
ofUlbfa  iDDtlai  bortllltr  to  tba  prlndplaa  of  anrnr- 
atUDaat,  vn ;  a  baavj  tax  on  ^rtaoltara,  DT0 ;  It  may 
ba  Mkad  bow  tsdi  a  lai  aonld  otor  baTa  baaa  laid,  51* ; 
wbf  tboaU  Dot  ibo  duty  b*  radnoad,  Oil ;  tba  iKlsdpla 
of  pntaatloB  baa  baas  oarrlad  too  Ckr,  KL 

JTobWHl;— Udtk)  to  atrike  ogt  lob  and  InMrt  oaron 
aadahalt  easta  par  gallon.  Bet ;  tbadntyaD  odiooatai 


to  tba  BtmilBg  iDleieat,  ISW;  a  deatb  ti 
bBda,  tM;  aitasdi  to  tba  Tut  lla  abi 
BM :  motJOB  kat,  e*0;  ao  addltlou]  dotr  of  rii 

galkB  KOTBd,  IM ;  tba  bat  propoaltloB  to  Imp 


onalBlta 

.,  and  tba 

otbarlDlUaold  ■tato.MO 

NawEoduidninitnMod 

aa  tba  aBlaconlit  of  wW 

m  irblat 

r.  «■ 

molaaaaa 

«aad  aa  angar,  «0«;  aOaist 

100:111. 

■aldtli 

dnl7  CD  molaiaaa  wia  pot  1 

toltaabUIJixtbo 

pnipoaaof 

potoDHlBC  It,  N1 ;  Bwtloa  loot.  Ml. 

agat.~  DM ;  lairgo  qoaaUUfo  aipoitod  fnm  Mow  Janay, 
BM;aatatT,  DM;  amandmaBt  rotated. HO. 
£Md.-^loTod  to  laya  oaitaln  dnlT,  DM;  aa  aitjda  of 


;adoptod,» 


^ofttlpeToanL,Sn;  ei- 
taataftbalnd>,SW;  aaMBdmonta  oArad,  SM ;  motloB 
kial,ISU. 

JwU^.— I>atr of  W  pROtM.  no*od,Ht;  fliit  iho- 
dnotJoB  of  lDdJ«a,  SM;  Ita  blalorr,  SM;   maoaa  fbc 

aipootwl,  Mtj  waolth  bu  flad  from  tba  tontb  aid  aat- 
tladaoRhor  Iberotamae.SM;  oOaet  of  Moral  laflaU- 
tlon,  EM;  moTad  to  dlilda  tba  qnaaUea,  HO  i  tba  ad- 
dlUoB  to  tba  doty  too  npld,  US;  qaallUa  of  tbt 
BlUelo,  SIB ;  altnoidlnaiT  Ibal  ttali  propoaltloD  ibosld 
b*  oppoMd,  CM;  tbo  amaadmant  In  ilrlot  eoabirm- 
Ityn 


Hob  ^  tba  ooobdjliai 


rdlnotad  to  tb*  anljaot,  NI ; 


toaarbodj,  Mt ;  oapaoltT  oTtba  aootbara  oooatr;  to  pro- 
dDooallraqiilnd,tm;  oblaot  of  tba  dutot  of  tba  aOHUd- 
mnt,  S«T ;    Tiriotu  amaadmonta  ofbrod.  BK ;   Utllo 


CHrdoftr-ttont  to  ^  aa  addMsnal  k^  4*  Im 
oaataiBN;  a  boaa^to  Iba  tWalga  iiM»afcelaiadp«dn 
Ut ;  atataaurt  cf  «  ft*  bol^  »• ;  BuUoa  i^acttd,  Nt 

Xam  Woot— Apragraa<TadBlyiBOTad.dl»;Mil» 
(u  OB  vttb  tba  dabata  at  pnaaat,  mt;  Botha  fat 


WroBtm  AmIKl— Iforad  to  itifko  mt  tbo  dalri^ 
Ml;  wanWaofnoooad^nfolradbyantTbadT.M; 
tba  maBohetBra  la  not  oompeteat  (o  aapply  tba  aa- 
nmptlaB,  Ml;  maaabaCan  aot  IsataaMd  riica  IW, 
1  baaaMal  aAst  prodsoad  bj  t^  ditj,  M; 
It  loot,  ML 

iSflbh— XoTad  to  aaiaDd  tbo  doty  oa  rilba,  M;  Mt 
llTa  par  esBt.  to  tbo  doty  OB  allka  tVam  tba  rrtbir  d^  cf 
C^a  of  Good  Bopa,  Ml;  oltfoet  appaan  lobt  tela- 
eroua  dlaoimlsatloB,  Mi ;  ODTiBlonsttiiboottbab^ 
tarmawttbPtuoatMCbaaaat  of  aa  lammi  tltBj. 
Ml;  n]ostad.Mi. 

jnaeoBnanu  afMHoL— KoTod  to  atilba  eat  tbi  Uy 
OB  ataat,  laad,  Icadea  ibot,  Utbar^  Ac,  Ml;  kal,  M; 
dBty«BanaceaandlamaDamoTad.«(n:  loatM^da^ 
on  Importad  aptrtti  raoTOd  and  loot,  <M ;  bm  sdaiad  tt 


OB  Impart*  smidand.  tnt;  tlnty  nllUoBi 
iDtrraat,  Sn;  amoBBt  1bt< 


braoobBi  o(i|]i- 
lap  nlili(;M; 
of  tbeUn, 
SM;  MM 
»  ilaftKl; 


foralgn  aiporta  of  flonr,  8S0 ;  tbo  fOatoi 
AM;  flnt  mlalmam  plaoad  at  forty  oaol 
talnlaoina,  SSI;  motlaatbat  tbo  eomm 
nuoM  for  tbc  motion,  881 ;  boI  a  tima  t 


oarriad,  t8& 

TiMptotKllTabrnariBKM;  tbtablll,lfltbcaia 
alaw,  will  affaetoally  prablbit  tbalnpottatlDBofainlr 
•11  tbo  woollin  gooda  In  oomaioa  ua^  vboaa  rdaa  il 
tb*  place  of  axportatloB  abaJI  Bot  oicood  Ibnt  ui  I 
bair  dolUra,  tM;  tt  ombneea  paenllariy  aiUelaa  vn 
by  tba  poor  and  Bilddla  daata  of  aoole^,  W;  tt* 
qnoatlas  b  wbolbor  oor  dadaloB  oa  tba  pnpiagd  la- 
eroaaa  of  doty  oa  noollaat  onibt  uot  to  ba  pnilpaatt 
t)6 ;  hara  wa  aoy  IBlOrmatloB  aa  to  it*  oparatloB  ga  tba 
NTaanar  MS;  did  Bot  tba  tariff  of  ISU  abat*  ttl 
TJnIoB  toll*  oeatMr  MS;  tba  oolyobjcot  of  tba  HI 
vaa  to  (iTa  to  maanfaotaiwa  (^  voollasa  tba  pntaatka 
tbat  waa  lataadad  for  tbom  by  tba  act  of  IBl,  M 
wblab  tbay  bad  6l1*d  I*  "  — 

tba  moUn  to  dbdia^e  i 
witb  tba  ilBfU  Tl*<r  to  ai 
mr*  praparod  to  dbonaa,  at  tbta  aaadao,  ■■  Ibapriadpbi 
•ad  tb*  poUoy  of  Ibo  tadll^- 8M;  do  «aatlciB*i  baBtia 
a  anbjaot  of  tUa  abaiattar  will  b*  parndtiad  to  jm 
vltboat  aftill  andfroa  dlanMton  t  IM;  otjact  <f  tka 
DwmorlaUata,  WT;  aom*  batter  aiidentaadlB(  toa  b( 
~       ~  iaattbaUll,»T; 

mittaa,  MI;  inaaK 

I  of  tba  bam 

Toalatad,  M8;  objaal  of  tba  oamnilUa*  ob  muiftOaM 
to  apply  a  ramady  to  tb*  ftanda  at  tb*  ooataaa  boai« 
MS;  It  fa  daa  to  tbo  manoilaliata  to  iDfalra  abalba 
tbo  MalanwBta  tbey  ban  aiada  an  tnw,  M;  'U 
nbjaet  of  gmlai  BHoaat  11  an  tba  labia!  n>;  It lUa 
dabata  loea  oa  oaa  wook.  qHoulalJOBB  will  tali  pb«  b 
woolliB  gooda  to  tbo  oBKiiiBtof  DlUIOBiof  doUaiiiM; 


«  wbleb  tbo  bin  w 


,Coe>^lc 


Ao  WB,  4M ;  BO  am*  oooalnd  that  thli 

MitoBrir  ailtiMd  U  tU>  MMla>,  400 ; 

Ufen  (be  Hmus  uucUdOB,  MO;  Ih*  trtradi «( tb*  UU 

nnnnn— rtlj  rmlrantUithi  dibit*, MI;  tb>  bUl  (»- 

MbU  two  pitn«lpl«*  wUob,  IT  idopMil,  wUl  Mo^atalr 

■llu  ODi  iBlanul  udulHWlpaUiir.Mii  bUl  pwid, 

414    aMlntUt,n)t.l,»,g,4,\t,1,S. 

PutUt  M  Tbwwfri.    Sh  Htdtm,  toI  L 

Dtneai,  Hmmi  W^  BepnoaMttn  tuna  Ua«.,  aOO ;  on 
tba  BfHMObnMtU  mUitbi  ahdnw,  110 ;  on  Uu  aav  Cntk 
TrBtr,lBe,Me;itaditlMon  wool  ud  wwUbu,  S8» ; 
on  Um  T>aBti«T*DM<«i.4Ki;  on  Usada-*  elilm,  Ml ; 
•■  ■  printlas  o(  Ika  BalUa  gffiair  OrlMB^  «N;  nbtln 


iaUlilMdSUl(a,<lI;  m  the  rate  of  Mailcsr 

ranigtt  EtlaUo<u.—Sn  Iitdta,  vok  *,S. 

rcnm,  Jau,  an  Bonth  AnaiMoui  r^lloni,  «>,  T<  79;  as 
IbePauna  ■Dlalon.M:on  the  Pananu  mlalas,m; 
onthaCraakTrtalr,  U8,M8,XSII;  reliClT*  to  tba  Baha- 
DBbut«,aUi  en  Georgia  mUltia  eUme,Ma;  onfraa 
BHi«alntbeDlitrlctDrColBmbUK>3;  on Ibe appolDl- 
ment  oT  CluBfei,  071 ;  on  giniila  to  the  Qnifiaw  IndilB^ 
MO;  nlatlf*  to  the  Chlekaaaw  and  CbooUw  ladlana, 
tbe  relaUoiH  at  Uis  United  Sutea  aod  Georgia, 


SaKU.,  JosAl,  Jt^  BipranntatlTe  IMm  Kaw  Toik,  OBfc 
Xaioii,  JoB>  H,  Benatm-fraraTenn^MT;  ontb*  Dattand 

Dnnb  AirlnolnXaBtaekjr,  >70t  onlndamnUteatleBto 

ftnlgnaiB,  41*.    Et  Iitdtm,  Ida.  0,  T,  S. 
Kdwaxd*,  Nmax,  addiaii  oi;  to  tba  Iloua.    Bt»  A^aii, 

VI4.S, 
JtaMm  <!^  Praridnl— fiM  Iwfia^  ToL  1,  and  AAiB,  ToL  a, 


■un,   PowBAiaa,  BatMlsr  fiwn  MiMn  MT.    S—  iHdtm, 

TOLS. 

JhltTg^-.SwJ>lJ^l^Tala■a,i,ll^«lldJ^^J^■^Tld■l,g^*at 


SnmTT,  EnwisB,  BepreeentatlTe  ftuni  Han,  OOR;  on 
amandmaBt  to  tba  eomUtatlDB,  BSj  on  tha  nllaTor  ra- 
Yi^utjonarf  offlaen,  ISfl ;  on  the  appointment  of  Char^ea, 
STl;  OB  the  Polat  eipadiUon,  4141  ™  Ueade'i  elalm, 
440;  OB  a  painting  of  the  batUe  rf  Mew  Orleaaa,  (SO; 
OB  the  nee  of  liarign;  D'AstarlTe,  MM;  an  ratraDah- 
Dwnt.  TOO.    Stt  Indue,  toL  B. 

Xne/Utngi  e/aioek*^Ste  Jndn,  toI  T. 

tmif  M  Ld9Uim.—S»t  India,  toIb  1,  S. 

JbwenUaa  ■Z>ep»i  IuukU.—S»4  iHdm,  toL  1. 

~         "r«  Potetn.—a—  India,  Tol  8. 
la.  8,  Hi* 

-M  /lulc^  nL  T. 

JttpuMtmru,  ndtuMm  <^.~a—  Iitdta,  toL  T. 

-      -     '  '  :;<  Ma  flMati.— aw  AiIm^  tdL  B. 


AiI*n>I  Judgtt.—8M  /«!■>,  Tola.  1,  B,  »»iK(m«le  (o  OU 

aontUHttoti,  and  A<Ieie.  Tola.  4.  E. 
fmiiAT,  Jum,  Eepreeentatlra  Cum  Ohio,  OO.    A*  At- 

iIeB,*oL  e. 

Stag  rfOitUnOtd  Statu.— B»ilndat,nV  I. 

luiridd,  n/tiirt  in,— 8m  Iitdtm,  toL  T.  CtatuJ.— iSh  /ledeie, 
ToL  8.  Soeinimenl  ql^— Aa  Indm,  toL  6.  i^xmtaft 
n-eolj';  oooBjjattoi  qr!--**  /HdeD,  toL  4,  PurAan 
i^.—Btt  India,  ToL  &     Wrtcltrt.—ait  India,  rol  8. 

Fuitd,  Jobs,  BepreHBtaClTa  tram  Ta,  810 ;  on  the  Panama 
mIiilOD,C18;  onfraenegToeilnthelXatiietofColnDiMB, 
158 ;  OB  the  memoilal  of  Calbonn,  U) ;  tnakM  mlBoritf 
Teport  on  the  Tloa-PnddeBt'i  qipeal.  428  [  ob  remoral 
of  the  IiidUni,0S4:  on  militia  coiuti  raartlil,  ON ;  on 
ntnnahmaBt,  081    S»»  India,  Tola.  8,  T. 

Juno,  JOBS,  KepnaentatlTt  trom  Oeorgla,  010; 

Toot,  Eutmi,  A.,  Becatoi  from  Cobb^  4$7 ;  nlatlTa  to  the 
paweri  of  (he  Tloe-PiMldent,  C05 ;  on  the  larrlTOii  of 


li  iBttcao 


with  6 

4BS;oatbBTa(»bvamlaaloii,4W,tS0i  an  clalmi  BBdai 
the  Florida  Traat;,  444,448,490;  on  the  BrllMi  Colo- 
sUl  Trade,  4S1.  U7, 401 ;  on  the  Liberia  Asener,  44a 
JM/>Aai,Tola.E,4,T,& 
TOBWUD,  CBanon,  SepreaentallTe  from  Penn,  OOOl 
rrvna,  reJaJfona  atlA,—St  Indn,  Toti.  S,  b. 
FranHnQ  l-rMitgi—Sie  India,  toI*.  1, 1 
.n-ee  Unolv  4n  Malr-lef  ^  CUwbMo,  bin  relatlra  to,  BIS. 
FrMdon  qf  amiffifnB*.—Sii  IndtiB,  toL  L 
FrancK  Catantai  Trad*.— hi  the  Senate,  a  bill  ralaUra  to, 
eoBsldared,  500;  eiplanatlon  of  the  origin  and  opeiatlDii 
irf  the  UII,  008 ;  canaa  of  the  delay  In  reciprocating  the 
Franeh  ordlnaBoe,  008 ;  the  ordliuuioe  a  temponuy  aoC, 
reTokabla  at  Che  pleuan  of  tba  Frenoh  OoTammeBt, 
M8;  the  pnbUiallon  of  the  dae[ea,MO;  wh^  haa  thla 
new  tariff  of  daUea  on  the  trade  of  amUaloop*  *od 
Uartlnlqae  been  withhold  tron  the  American  CaBgnM! 
BM;  wlU  not  the  bill  Inltepreaantihape  repeal  theeon- 
atraatloB  whloh  the  EieaatlTe  hH  glTrn  to  VM  lav 
tegnlatUfl  the  ootomanlal  iBtareoane   between  thii 
ooDBliT  and  I'laaeel  M4;    amendment  moTed,  ON; 


>dbT  tba 


than  fUllj  rvalproeatlog  all  tba 
French  daonse,  640;  tba  amendmanl  tt  nnnaeoiaarr, 
BOS;  mannar  Ib  which  the  dtieot  trade  it  regnLated,  eot; 
amendaient  withdrawn,  HO;  haie  not  tba  dnttaa  on 
Amerlnan  prodBea  lotheeelalandtbeeB  rednoed)  080; 
at  thla  Tar;  momeat  the  ordlBanoa  b  probably  r4>aalad, 
BOT ;  hlltOTT  of  Iha  tranaaetloB,  HIT ;  bill  ordered  to  b* 
eilgrimadand  raiarfl.  ni7 

TrtnA  B^itt»u.—Sl*  India,  toL  1. 

.n-Htat  4>el<<iH<Hia.'«H  Ad«e,  Tola.  B,  8,  T. 

JVeitcA  Dterntj—Si*  India,  ToL  B. 

Put,  JoiBrii,  Jr.,  BapnaentailTe  tram  PennijlTanla,  tM 

TrontUn,  PntaMint  t^.—Stt  India,  toL  1. 

ni^tttHiSavM—iSMAKfa,  Tola.  0^0,7.    filovM. 

AWtHaeajVoM  fyMet-Su  J»dn,  ToL  1. 

Ar  ZVwia  (/Ma  TM.— &<  Adas,  Tid.  I. 


Oali,  LiTin,  BapreaentitlTO  IMm  ICarrlaod,  OOt; 
6aliiABiatoniltetidprimttnr-8iIndia,Till^t,l. 
GiBBanT,  DaKUL  e.,  on  the  Paaama  lUialon,  188 ;  Bafi^ 

aentatlTa  tram  New  Torfc,  80ft    Ae  JiKfa,  toL  8, 
OasBow,  HaTSaHiBi,  Ba^a«antaIlT«  from  Kew  YaA,  OM 
Gmtrai  ITefjtirt,— ,Su  India,  toL  1. 
anxvta  Land  Clatrnt-Sii  India,  toL  8. 
0«inv<a  JWlNa  CIi>tiiw— In  the  Howe,  raotloB  to  dlaeluifa 

tbeOommltUa,048;pnipmI]rh4T*nooogiiltuMi>rihta4 

eUnM,BlS;  debate, BOB;  swtloB  ieat,  B40;  imendatent 

SM>Ted,488.    «M  Ailae,  Tela.  S,  0, 1, 8. 
Otrman  languofft,  Zaat  4it.— Aw  India,  tdL  S. 
OiLMD,  OioMB  B.,  Bapr«eBtallTa  frMD  SaOi|U,  OO;  lel^ 


;,  Google 


ttT*tOMptandAfrlaM,Ml;  em  th*  e«in|U  boaadur  j 


tan  of  Iba  PUladdldili,  4lt ;  •■  Ih*  ponn  tf  Ik*  Tli^ 


Tcd.T. 


arth«UBlUdBtotM,tl&    SMlmtai, 
.St*lmdtm,T<>L 


AdlB.  TOL  I. 

eriitarUaiiL,r^MatorymiHarm 
Or-t*,  aid  le  tht—St*  iwlv,  to!  I. 

lag  u  (pprotiTiatlaB.  Aa,  eonridated.  Mi;  Uu  ilUI  i  m, 
Ht  \  pmedtDU,  IM ;  ■  g«i«nl  plctan  of  borror  uhI 
denlnUoD  Ib  Grecre^  *M;  aflliM  wUtb  tUi  mtwin 
VDutd  b«TS  OB  tho  nbtloBi  of  Ihli  eoDBirr  wltb  Ih* 
lMlU(cnBtpoir«t,«M;  tlibKaaldboiidlnetTlDlBtlw 
nf  our  noalnlltr  Boder  tha  kw  o<  BiUou,  RH ;  It  la  i 
m^jV>  tha  BtcMllBiiatBllioaaaopaH«rte,BBdiiota 
nUldf  nriuBlaill/  sflHod,  SW;  pniUou  an  not  ooo- 
tnbaod  of  war  axoept  wbaa  (olnf  Us  a  badafad  plaAa, 
MSlliBot  tUaadlatlBi!tliHi«EUoat«d»»nii«r  SU; 
naolBUoB  kid  OB  tba  tabla,  MI. 

flum,  Inau.  BcptoMBtBltto  IVoni  P< 

ffiial«maj<i.  J«aa<<M  (b.— 5h  /wla^  yA.  & 


Ailftaiu  OfTiKa,  5iHp*"<'M  iff-—Sf  A((sg,  nla,  1,  S. 

P*"*. ■  on  owmaeliiDCDtBOD  Choctaw  liDda,ft4T;  obI 

ranonl  of  tli*  Cboetaw  ladlua,  STO ;  od  dotli*  M  w< 
aad  woonoBi,  400 ;  on  (ha  CUetaaair  and  Ohoetaw  1 


OTa]  of  tha 

t«.ofMartKBrD-AB 

«llTB,  HT. 

BujL  WiLLUa.  Baprcae 

laUrafntB 

HaUp,  TvoHAa,  BaptvMBtatlTa  from  Nortli  CaroUiUt  AlO ; 
nlaUra  ta  eapUred  Afrtsaoa,  at.—Btt  Indat,  Tola.  1.  T, 

HlLLOOC.  JoBB,  Jr.,  EtprMIBtallw  from  Nsir  Totl:,  MM. 
/to*  ImUm,  itA.  EL 

ib«fte«(,  Altmamdtr,  rtpori  af,  at  BterOart  ^^Ha  IV-aiw- 
■rir.— &>/iKr«.ToL  1.     IVaaaonr- 

EutlLtOH,  Jutn.  Jr^  DB  llaiaKliBKtlB  UQlOa  CUIma,  SI ; 
oa  Sooth  American  rtUtlDBi,  U,  U;  on  tha  Pauma 
lIimlDn,tM;  on  mnBtaJ  of  tha  nnulna  of  Ccmtiiadon 
Panr,  let ;  OB  free  negroaa  In  the  IHatiiet  of  CcJombla, 
lU ;  OB  (be  nilhiriiii  Onaka,  HE;  on  anffunn  br  Die 
U  AlaiudiU,  IW;  on  dnUaa  oa  wool  ud  wooUaat, 
8M;  ontheLlbartaa  Agebor.Ml;  «  the  Bank  of  tha 
Daltad  Btataa.  tig ;  on  the  eaaa  of  IUiIbiij  IVAateriTt, 
(S>;  anaralnll>i«i>flbaBattltDtNawOrl«na,»T;aB 
IheoldBedlUiiiiUw,  Nl-dM.    Aaa /iiife^  toL  9. 

ArniuHtv  f<i  Indimut,  AkMv  4^    iSM  /mfaa,  vol  <L 

HAaanoif,  Wjlluii  H^on  the  relief  of  anffareTi  at  Alaian- 
dila,  18B ;  on  pafinegt  of  departed  alaTta,  tlS ;  on  a 
DBTal  academy.  Wl;  Banatortrom  Obla,MT;  an  laport- 
en  to  the  Saaata,  475 ;  an  the  deeaaaa  of  hb)or  Oaaaral 
Blown,  DMi  ontheDffleaarM«|o(OaIienl.nT;  on  tba 
elatma  of  South  Carel]oa.nt;  reUtJTa  la  tha  banaola 
at  New  Oriaaaa,  MO;  db  the  pcerenllon  of  daaeitloa, 
G4II ;  OB  tba  bai  ftirlha  relief  of  Mia.  Brown,  tH :  OB  the 
dntf  on  aalt,  BIS;  on  tba  aarrlTon  of  tb*  BaTDlntlDB, 
C8i,6SB;  on  brext  ruk,  MM. 

Baitit,  Jtmaatx,  BapraaaatatlTa  from  Nai 

Hatwi,  Boinr  T,  aa  tha  lotUrr  tat  tboaale 

aatato,  «§T;  on  tha  Ccdon'ntlon  BoeMf,  «n-lll;  m 
the  gndaal  ImpreTcraaat  of  the  HaTT,n4-m;  on  a 
DlTal  acadaaij,  OB-SU ;  Banator  tram  Bontb  OaroUaa, 


CaDgce,MI)i  aa  Oa TraaA Calaaial lnd«,M<;  MO* 

paTmaot  tl  laMnat  (•  BtaU^  611;  sa  Iba  iatj  oa  la- 

dlfOk  bM;  oa  tba  •BFpraMlaa  <<  tb*  Blan  in^  tM,  «L 

Hinraa,  Oaa>ua  K,  Baptai 


Btmp,  .iiurtain.— Aae  Ittdtn,  Tii.  I. 

I,  oa  tba  i*IM  «  Bvn(MlaaH7  aOean 

inamamliriaB.U>.  &•  A<lB,Tala.^I.(. 

icia,  Jit,  rJU  oaaa  «;—«•«  Adeav  ToL  L 

Hninicu,  WiLLuii,aBlhan*dtnllkbl9a,n>;  aa  ite 

roadfnArkaBw.tS8:  oa  tba  Mlo  tamplk*  road.  Mi 

Bludirlhm  Indiana,  MT;  oa  pnbUe  lu^  1T( ;  Mtb* 

Cbaapaka  and  Ohio  anal,  IM.    AaAdai^raLK 


T.Kou 


rP,d« 


Hobn^  SiLaa  IL,  Bi^naiBtaHta  (Km  Haw  Tait,  «a 

Hop«H. ,  BapmMataU**  fNm  M baiiHi,  «H. 

HoDaaoa,  Baaaou,  PtHUim  if.—B—  Imdim,  tbL  & 

Homu,  Hicun,  ou  the  flaw  Cr*A  TnBtr,B»i  Ml 
Maral  Aa^amr,4N((  na  Tlraf  and  Ihiiah  tajlmaa.  W: 
KaprMaatatli>«fKoI(awTotk,WI,    Bt»ImJ^m.m.^ 

HeuBMaa,  Qaoaaa,  oa  tba  eaa  of  Kia.  Dsmtal,  n>;  Kip- 
naeataHTe  from  Mew  Janej.  OW ;  Hmw  a<  MB. 

HouiBi,  Qiaanit,  m  tba  aalaiT  el  tha  Paatirmfar^aMwI. 
Wi;  an  the  aala  of  ruerrad  lead  mlaaa,  lU;  oa  Ito 
dnt7aBBalt,tS»;  on  tha  naM^e  immfKrUag  tbm Cntk 
Indlaa^  80S ;  oa  paTiueat  of  deported  akvaat  MS-HI ; 
BapreaaidBtlTe  bvn  H«th  C*ttflBl^  IUl  Aa  JmOm, 
TOLA 

Ana  Amrfcwil— A«  AKal^  ToL  L  AwMNa*  Zlqw*- 
maa^  aad  A(f  «i^  vol.  C 

J7i»uJra«|AH(apatwmtoAaSaiHa.-,SM£aita^TCLt 

fiiman  (s  Oa  JniH.— 8h  /ndiii^TaL  4. 

Biiroa  latHHkt  Bimiath  iriir_SM  Aylac^  nL  T. 

Boonoa.  BAinrai,  on 
Bt*  Jitdm,  Tola.  T,  a. 

AbHaa  a4)oniiu  at  doae  of  flntaa 

coBTenea  at  Baaond  aeaakm  of  IMb  Confra^  MB;  a«- 
Imiraa at  (doaa of  aaeaad  aaaatoa  of  Ifth  riiiniiM  IM: 
CDBTaneaBlllralBaaBluaf  MtbCongram,  W;  a^oatsi 
UdM«otflnlMatfaaafMtth  Cnngraw.  TBI. 

Hunraan.  Cbuxbb,  ob  tba  reUef  ef  Bemlnlloa*^  (A 
eaiB,tM.    A* iadaa^ ml  a. 

Hm,  JcwAnun,  ~  .     .       _ 


lOinolM.  AOmt-iim  if.—Sia  JnOta,  nL  d. 

Impta  otaictt— &w  Adaai,  n^  a. 

Jn^wrti.— ,SMi>aMu  sa  ImparU. 

TmjiHtonmtiU  for  Dtbt.—\ii  the  Bauta,  Imto  Hbal  to 
bilBK  In  •  tdn  to  abDllab,  174;  no  doobt  af  the  pilwdplfc 
or  aKpadleaay  of  tba  meaaare,  tT4;  Imprlaoimiaat  br 
debtihorrlUa  aa  the  Spanlib  InqnUtlfm,  174;  itMb- 
UaBoftbe  DeelaiatlDa  of  I>i<letiandiuiea,  and  of  the  md- 
atltstlDn,  174  \  Vt»  batbanni  oiut«iii  had  lu  wiclB  la 
aaaipad  power,  m;  appeal  to  tha  wlidan  and  patriae 
Ivn  of  the  Banala,  to  aid  la  aboliiblnf  a  illagmijiil 
ftatare  of  Ibe  liw^lTB;  leaTe  (raBtad,aad  Ull  Intra- 
duBed,r&    iSm /fula^  Tola  7,  &. 

/R<tMBatl<«Moit  1/ Ara<ffaa(%— In  tba  Saaata,  a  palHlgB 
raUtlTc  to,  pnaaatad,  4T(i  tba  qnaatlaa  can  ba  aattUd 
MberwiM  than  brreftrenoa,  474;  a  caae  oat  of  tha  amp* 
of  tba  ftneral  nil>,4T4;  thapetltloa  (Mm  a  BrtUah  anb- 
}eatfboaldbapreaaBtedomclall7toCaBgraaa,4t«;  dtt- 
iiiiia  iir  nil TiIm  1ht»  iin  rl|lil  f  iiintlTlna  ri«|iiM 


,Coe>^lc 


ilr  oUia,  tit;  pctittoa  la 


flu  the  adj  Html 
MOmiftttfftr  ^<MiMimt.~At  Ikdam,  toL  1,  fimt  Bilt- 


lbs  HoBBe,  ■  bUl  to  ua 
■ad  ardufld  to 


ulJJMT*.—Be4  Imdim,  toL  i. 
ZuatamaFaetam  Sfi^mi^St*  Ado,  ti^  T, 
JfHHiM  AvdrtBHiif.— iS»  Ado,  tdL  T. 
AdioK  Zonib  lettUn  a  AoC^  ri^U*  oMi-.— Am  JfMia,  nL  1. 
UtOiiut  UIU  VH(  i;^  lA*  fosty  MmHUabu.—att  Indus, 

TOLS. 

iiHfdiK  r/4frH.--£w  IitOam,  toL  & 

Jndlwu,  CUctuMU  OKd  <si«e(iH&— In  tlw  B«u«,*rM»- 
UtloD  oouldend,  Wt;  no  momlty  (Ot  pudiig  aiNli  i 
naslnUoa,  WT;  wb;  all  £u  tlw  lutnietlou  (tT<D  la 
thli  cua  ilontt  lOT;  uHfithHU  tiku  to  tb*  pnoHd- 
liigiortfaiCiniui>lidoiMn,«OT;  mn  thfjlnlbattnief 


trHtOvm  tli<>ddrii»iirttHCwui)t»l<uBn,«Oei  litUa 
thft  luigDiffl  of  Goenlaiif  408;  oljuUaiuUa  parU  oT 
Uw  iwelulloDi,  4M ;  Indlu  tr«U«  ol  lU*  r«n.  4N ; 
u  >tt«mpt  to  DalTjr  iDto  VOtKA  A  poUejr  with  Uw  Ib- 
dlftUi,  wblcb  ■bonld  meet  th«  raprobatloa  of  tfaa  Houa, 

ndlQUT  la  lU  cbunater,  410 ;  llie  InfomullaD  oftllad  tot 
onbaof  do  httIi*  wbcn  «tiUlii*d,  410;  tbe  alTOrta  of 
tbe  CoEDmlaBlonaii  haTa  bten  nnaDccaaaful^  410;  partlDD- 
lu*,410;  th*  potior  tha  Canunladopan  li4Tg  endotfond 
to  pionwlo  baa  baao  oaocaaolTaLj  reooannaiidad  br  Uoii- 
nw,  Calhoiu,  and  Barbour,  411 ;  raaoluilon  laU  on  tba 
tabIa,41L 

Saaolntloa  rabtlT*  to  th*  ramoTal  of  tha  Cboctawi, 
Ae.,  ormaldtrad,  Ota ;  UU,  OWL 
JMiatu,  ntrida,  StUtf  •yC— In  tbo  Bonaa,  >  bill  eonld- 


daddad,  IIG ;  amaodad  b;  IsaertlDg  a  lolllelest  inm  to 
raliafatbapreuntailguiej^lM;  CoDgraaa  baa  do  povar 
la  maka  tba  Treagorf  a  ohuity  bvi,  IX;  onland  loa 
tUldhadloclSd;  tha  bill,  141 ;  nad  a  third  tjma,  and 
pwad,lM 

lUmfval  ^f^-In  tha  Houa,  a  raaolotlon  ralatlTa  to, 
«oiBlde»d,  SW ;  n<BaIlaUDn  irith  Uu  ladlaB  trtbaa,  for 
lb*  ceulOD  ot  thrlr  land,  a  mara  bna,  lU;  the  Ualtad 
Btalaa  bara,  b;  atatnta,  dlafrancblsed  aiaij  nation  of 
lodJana  within  tb«lrboiui«*ilH,a«S;  1(  ha*  b«an  Mk«d. 
vbat  bmaght  theu  peopla  to  their  pieaant  abjact  con- 
dition tSU;  tbe  Indian*  eipactMl  to  ba  r«nian>d,  SOI ; 
tha  tDjBiiea  and  loeaea.  bf  the  csntlDunoe  of  Ibasa  In- 
diana In  their  pruent  aboda.  MT. 

iixKani,  Qaapaw.—lD  the  Homo,  bill  ralatlia  to  oonald- 
•iad,40ti  motion  to  It;  rath*  labia,  40S;  atUdofrfttaa 
trtatr  with  tha  lDdiaai,40«i  aqDaatlonnlaUralo  MD- 
Taring  tba  ludi  In  fte,  401;  motion  oarriad,  40«. 

Ixenaou,  Bilfh  1,  on  tba  Brlttah  Colonial  Trade,  4S1 ; 
RapraKDUtlTafromCanuaellcut,  OO);  on  a  palDtlnfitf 
tba  Buttle  of  Nov  OTlaana,<iaa    Bet  IikIki,  vol.  i. 

JwaxiM,  BuiciL  D.,  on  tba  Panama  mlsalon,  IM ;  on  piiMr- 
*atlonof  lire  oak  timber,  877;  on  tha  Tacabaya  mli- 
alon.  481;  RaprevDUtlTa  IrDia  PanntrlianU,  tot;  on 
tba  eaia  of  Marlgnj  D'AnteiiTa,  dbS ;  un  retrenchment, 
TOO,    &• /»f  an,  vol!,  t,  T,  & 

JtUtroeitrti,  OHnnurdai I  io^Tortl^n;  da.,  San.    St4l»- 


ofthaHoua  I 
made,  Ml;  an 

tba  table,  8n. 


;  tba  pnpr1at7  of  traaiferrlnff  to  tb* 
I  large  dlaeratlob  orar  the  pnbUe  monaTi 
had  laparBte  ooDddfadaD,  SU;  latanal 
,  legltlmatalj.  are  eonflned  to  objaeta  of  a 
star,  am ;  [mportint  Id  oil  the  atleBtloo 
rhleh  approprlatlona 


d,Ul;  n 


n  laid  01 


6*1.    Bulndtm,  Tola.  1,8. 
HmiUd  arrP*-—S*4  Indmi,  toL  S. 
buoia,  Jacob  0,  o 

84;  on  Eoath  Amorlean  retatlona,  B>;  SoprewnUtlf* 

from  TenneBBH,  (10.    Sm  Arfaz,  Tola  T,  S. 
JMmtn  ^  AnhHno,  a  resolution  ralatlTB  to  eatabUabtng 

eommnnleatlon  with,  oontlderad,  SB>. 


JaOt  nfSoit*.~-Stt  India,  vol  & 

Jr^rtorft  LoUtry  BUI,  action  in  tha  Honaa  on,  414. 

JxHHiHaB,  loJUxBis,  Beprcaanlallie  from  Indiana,  till 
Btladem,  nit.  t, 6,1,6. 

JoHH,  Kimrr,  Ji,  BepreaantatlTa  dom  Delaware,  Ufc 

JoHBaoH,  FnuiOB,  on  the  Panama  Ulaelon,  1S7 ;  on  BouQi 
American  rtlatlona,  10-11;  on  anlTtrert  bjSte  laAlel- 
udrla,8W-OTI.   &• /lutezs  tdIb.  T,  & 

JoBHBon,  itum,  offian  *  raaolotlon  on  «  Vcsteni  Armorf , 
4T;  on  the  Panama  lUaalon,  SOS;  daoaau  o(  SfiO.  ,SM 
IiulM,  ToL  & 

JouHBOH,  JBomn,  BapraseulatlT*  from  Kaw  York,  M. 
St4  IiuUa,  ToL  a. 

JoEnaox,  BiOBinn  hC,  oo  ImprfaonmeDt  tax  debt,  ili;  on  the 
aala  of  ruftrTad  Lead  Minaa,  193 ;  on  tha  aalarj  of  ch« 
Foatmaitar  General,  tU;  Benator  from  Kentuckf,  4tT; 
on  nporten  to  tba  BaBate,«TG;  ao  Ibe  gradoatlon  In 
tba  prloe  of  the  pnblie  land^  U7;  on  rapaira  of  tha 
Camberlaod  mad,  US.    St*  /wfon.  Tola.  8, 4,  S,  8,  t,  & 

JorotaoK,  JoBiAB  Sn  OB  the  dutf  on  aalt,  SW;  on  ptrmant 
of  deported  ilaTei,  10»-811;  Benator  from  Louldanv 
«ST;  DDthepowenof  the  Vice  Pnalilant,  Git;  on  th* 
puhlle  debt,  B84;  ralaUra  to  tba  baiTaaki  (L  Maw  Ot- 
loBni,UO,M[.    Ah /«f«^  Tola.  T,  8. 

Jounuil  qfVu  Ftdeni  CenBtntion. — £64  India,  ToL  T. 

Jimnalt^lA4  0ldanvru*.—6—IiuUa,yal.t. 

Judgu,  rtitral,  rtmtval  ^.—Stt  Indm,  role.  8, 4. 

Jadieiary,  7%*.— In  th*  S«ii*t«,  a  bill  to  (Mahllah  JodloU 
BUta*  admlttad  Into  (h*  Dolon  alnoa  1TS9^ 


aiB;  I 


I  bill  In 


iwUldl 


proceai  In  manr  of  lb*  old  SUtaa,SIB:  aiaantloa  law*  of 
K*ntnik7,DlS;  dttendad,M>;  KantaeUaaa a braTa and 
chlTalrona  people,  51ft;  th*  Inordinate  lna*<rfbank  p^ 
par,  MO:  elTaet  of  anwlaa  meainraa  of  the  Bank  vl  th* 

Culled  BUt««,GSa;  Ig  Kantnekr  tha  only  Statg  that  at- 
tempted durlni:  the  war  to  anlt  ber  oode  to  her  oondl- 
tlocr  COO;  the  Circuit  Judia  deelared  tba  roplaTlB 
law  to  be  DneouUluUonal,  6U;  what  ooutltDtea  a 
dupotlHn,  HI ;  how  moeb  more  becomlnf  In  the  Jodgaa 
to  haia  anrrenAered  their  Jodcment  to  that  of  tbopeo- 
pie,  until  Congraia  ooald  baTa  paw*d  on  tha  int()ect,  oai; 
tba  power  to  enact  ranwdlal  lawi  mnit  exlit  wiaawbera, 
<ns;  ltli>aldtbe]Bdldai7lithamoatlDiportaDtdapart- 

Tlgllaat  ecralln;  of  Iha  paople'i  repreaentallTaa  ahall 
be  withdrawn  from  thai  department,  tba  Ubartlu  of  (ha 
peopl*  vlU  be  endasgervd,  DM ;  tha  ladlclal  oharactar 
lionlf  ralublawhtn  UdP*tit(du|f,tlUi  npotleDMit 


db.GoogIc 


ladllknwH  dUplijaA  br  tki  BUM  ia  NlMlaB  bia»\  laud  TOm  in  leuMaaa.  do.  Jatmin.—e—IiiiUc-ni.t 
ylOMa  of  Ue  (mt  priadplM  opon  wUoh  OmIt  iffhu  ]  Landtfir  AfvcoMffL—Au  /itdt^  tsL  T. 

X«M>^    VtiUni^—St  InOtm,  nk.  1,  ^  4,  (,  T.   J^Ult 
It 

3It  JoCEFH,  BcpronnUtlT*   froa  FBBf^lnd^ 
«M  Aifw,  ToL  B. 
Lba,  Fmn,  Kapn 


Eun,  EUAS  K^  «  ths  Yu«  pniehus.  tit;  Sautor  from 
UUdi^  «I  ;  on  tha  povm  of  the  Tlu-Pnllent,  GIG; 
OBiirut  dI  lud  laKaBTiui  C»tI(W^W&    fiMjatfo, 

m.8. 

XtKyon  CoOigi—Io  tha  BiiwU  •  blU  to  RTut  ■  lowaiUp 
or  lud  to.  tooMeni,  G6C;  useBdmsnti  onnd,  UA; 
i^llMt  tf  thablU,  CM;  pingu  eoDOKted  wlUi  Oa  ID- 
■tUaUon,  UT;  Uuli  aeUiltr  Id  lUbilulC  Cffl;  luUtn- 
tlOD)  iDdcbtad  lo  prlTUa  doaUJoH,  Ut ;  It  mif  bf  eon- 
■Idstad  [ba  pnpoaltlaD  bafi>r*  tha  Simaa  iru  of  llula 
eouatncPca,  AM;  ottleetioB  to  el^gliig  tha  MU  irllh  i 
new  proTUon  irbsn  it  wh  rlpa  fi)T  ■atloD.  Ut ;  aracy 
bill  alioald  ba  left  lo  Iti  orb  mailtt,  OS* ;  the  blU  ihonld 
•Bbnea  othar  nbjrcti  baalde  thli  panlenlu'  lutltBllim, 
MO;  wa  eunotnllu  thti  grut  to  OUo  ud  nftuslt  to 
stbar8tUei.M0i  Ohio  Ut  BoeUlm  to  thli  dooiUoii, 
MV;  tt  tdTDlTa  one  of  the  moM  trnporlut  pilti«l|i1ai 
«Mdi  eoDld  poadUr  bo  tabmltlad  to  onr  »Bridentlon, 
«0 ;  an  geotlamaB  sdwIUIbc  to  Iu>t>  txpoaeil  to  Tiev 
the  BHtuitnda  of  the  qseatJon  liTolTed.  MO ;  ahilt  tfaa 
Fedanl  OoTaniuant  lake  the  tnbject  of  edsatlon  Into 


Iti  01 


ll    tile    qDMUDB  iDTOlTOd,  MO;  I 


pilatloii  af  tba  fUmdf  qTUm  Fedanl  OOTanmi 
poaet  of  ednaatioB  wttMs  tha  Stitai,  HI ;  c 
•lart*  rlgllut  eoitri^  orer  eTai?  deputn 
laTanmanC,  and  lo  iv>M  »faj  t«apt»tiiJD 
Iba  bound!  of  our  anthorttj-,  Ml ;  thli  pivei 
mtmiSj  goBa  loo  Ikr  In  iiaDnilng  Jnrladlctli] 
Jacta  which  do  not  beloBg  to  tkan  at  all,  or ' 
ooold  axanSae  onl;  Ui 


■n  qipro- 
iir<lBtjto 

1  orer  ob- 
Fhlch  thay 


•  Bothlacto  dowlihthia  mbleet,  sa ;  IT 
jm  bagiB  with  thli  InaUtatlon  whcia  wUl  yaa  cad) 
MS ;  bill  urdarad  to  ha  aBgnaaed  and  pBKd.  Ml 

Zmmi, SioKinD, BapnMBbiElTa  (rom  Heir  Yiat,tn. 

Kbis,  Jssa  Lmw,  BepreaaBtatlTa  fMm  Uarjrland,  N> ;  ob 
the  sue  of  Uarigii/ D'AnUrlTa.  Mfc    &i  Jndav  toL  S. 

Knre,  Wiliuk  K,  od  tha  deaf  aad  dnnib  aeylnm  la  Kan- 
tockf,  IT>;  on  deported  BtaTea.M§;  Beaitor  (ImmAIa- 
b*mm  «tT ;  ralatlTe  to  the  povan  of  the  VIca-Fnaldant, 
tOi-MS;  on  the  anppraulDn  of  tha  tinTi  tnde,  «t;  on 
tbe  •Dppceaalon  of  the  alxTa  tiada,  WT.  S—  IndtB, 
TOl«.4.fl,«,T.8. 

Ens,  Adah,  BApcaMiiUttra  (Mm  Pomurlvula,  (Ot. 

Kmui, ,  OB  doat  and  damb  avlBm^  UG ;  ob  U 


Gaoasn,  on  the  Tacabaja  nlMloa.  4U ;  OB  tha  LI- 
<  leaner.  «Sj  Kcpreaelllatln  from  PanBixInnla, 
on  tha  saaa  of  Uailgnr  ITABUilTa,  KL    .Saa  I«- 


la/ateBe,  gnOOadt  ts.— 5m  /ndsii,  mla.  1, 1,  T,  a 
IiOtt  SuptHur  0>pptr  Jtiiui.—S»t  Indn,  vela.  1.  T,  S. 
lamd  Claiiiu  In  Ohia,  details  raepeetlag  oartala,  BIS :  bill 

for  their  rellDqnUhE 

dabated,  srs,  874 


Ltaa  JHntt,  nMrsti  taU  ef.—la  tha  Beaata,  the  UB  i>- 
paTtsd,  coutdend,  (90 ;  iBdeSnlto  pii(4>aaameBl  nwrtd, 
tea;  tfaa  bill  bad  OBoa  reoelvad  tha  hroiabhi  duHoB  if 
the  Benato  opoB  tC,  tSO;  tke  aitent  of  tha  rcaemtloB« 
MO ;  proTUoBi  of  the  bia,  ISO ;  menrniBoa  to  Snt  pla- 
dplaa^iai;  not  aipadlent  toaothorlia  the  ia]eaC|n» 
aat,  ISli  obleeUoBi  to  the  bl!I,agl;  raporO  Bale  « 
tha  iibteet  of  mtnlng,  ISl ;  Coa^Tta  abaatd  let  th* 
preddaat  ksoo  what  ha  bad  to  aall  beftn  It  bMtomd 
the  aatbeff1l7  npon  blm,  m ;  a  plan  and  proper  diai^ 


(ha 


et  Ul;  amendnifnt  explained.  441:  win  aet 
Dialog  the  ecwl  of  AMeabatha  b«t  plan  laitof 
elav*  tndaf  MS;  furlfaar  debate,  MS.    &•  Mm, 


Laooam,  Joura,  on  an  amandoiaat  to  tha  eoaatllatiai, 
t»;  RopnaantatlTa  from  KaBtoekr,  Sia 

Limu,  Iiaao.  RepreieatatlTa  Htm  VIrglDU.  (IS. 

LrrDBaa,  KaauT  F.,  on  Sonib  Ametlciui  nlaUon^  M ;  m 
fraa  nagniaa  1b  Iha  Dlatrlel  of  Colombia,  S54;  B<r»- 
aantatlTe  ftom  Zontnckr.dlll;  on  ralnachBiut,  W. 
St4  Ikdta,  nl  T. 

Lie*  Oat  nm»*r.— In  the  Honaa.  a  reaolatloa  rdiUn  ta 
eoaaldsred.  Sli ;  an  impanul  aobloot,  m :  mail  Till- 
able ahlp  timber,  337;  grovlb  eitramelr  rajild,  HI: 
ameBdmaBt,STT;panad,m    «eg /wlai^  nl  T. 

Ltbrary  ^  (^HffraaL— Ae  ImitK,  vk,  S. 

Zlftmrv  1^  Itr,  irit^lraaK.— A<  Jtulaa,  toL  &       ' 

lint»iuaA-QtiivnL—8f  Indtm,  toL  IL 

ZfaWfoaiite  lit  Ua  Xmr.  bill  to  InreaM  pay  oC  in 

LtgU  ffoue  JXMtt^St*  Iitdaa.  nl  8. 

UmiUMmu,  SbiivU' qf^Stt  Iitdttt,  toIs.^4, 

LiTTLx,  Pana,  RepraieDUtlTa  ftflm  Uarjlaad,  M;  01 
tha  ColoBlialloo  ?ioastj,aa.—St  Indt^^i^ki,*, 


lBgareebB.Mg,  S«l;  onleodclalmi  In  Ohio,  m;  Ber- 

reaeotallTa  from  LoalnUna,  flO;  on  thanaaeof  >(bIi>T 

IVAnteriFe,  MS.  ei.    ^e< /lulaiii,  Tola.  1, 1, 1,  & 
Loan  BUk—Stt  /nttia,  to!.  5. 
Locaa,  Joaa,  SspreuatatlTa  front  UaMacbniatt^  M   M 

Aif«,TolB. 
Lbtt,  Joaa,  EepraaentadTe  ft«m  Korth  CuoUna,  tlO;   A* 

Junta,  TSla.  T,  S. 
Znd,  PuliUe,  fa  (TiwUafrtoa.— A*  AdM,  ToL  T. 
lauiHana,  PmAatt  o/.—Su  Indn^  Toli.  t,  t.    IVm^; 

Set  Itiatm,  TOl  8L     Tte-pitory,-  Bm  IndaB,  t<it.  X  *■ 

Btalt ;  a—  /Mfaa,  Tol  0. 
Lowan,  WaLTia,  iAomb  SMTttair  of  the  Baaala,  «i  M 

AdeB,  ToL  S. 
LuaniH,  Viuun,  KrpreaantallTe  tram  Oaorgla,  tlK 
Ltos,  CsinxirDn,  BepteMsUtlTO  ftna  KmtaekTi  (K 


.Google 


Itum,  NxTKunn,  *lMtad  Pnddeat  p»  tun,  y  Uk  B»- 
■te,t7S;  OB  ■  UTil  Madan;,  Ml ;  on  tba  OUoTiini- 
fOa  bill,  «ai  SmtoT  fMm  VaUt  Ctnlba,*^;  on 
tt«  korrivlBf  offlfien  of  tba  BarolDtion,  4K\  on  Iba 
pav«  of  tba  Tl«  Pmldant,  US;  db  tba  gfflea  ol 
H4ar-0«wnl,  BM;  oa  ■  mat  of  lud  U  Kenyan 
OaOaca,  M;  M  tba  pafncBl  of  InMnM 
BTt;  OB  tba  iaij  m  Hit,  6T4;  on  Iba  |»diutlan  of 
price  of  t^  public  ludi,  Ui ;  ob  tb« 
tba  BarolDtloB,  MSj  ob  npain  of  Uw 
mad,  H>;  ob  tba  dntroB  indlgn.  tW;  on  tba  Cbet- 
ipaaka  isd  Ohio  Ouul,  tM;  alaatad  Pnahlmt  pro 
(ML  of  tba  Sanata,  KA  £h  /iHf*^  nil.  1, 1,  S,  4,  E^  1, 
^8. 

JToate^rf  .riMwv,  bill  nUUn  to,  448. 

Hun,  JoBB,  BapnaaMaUTa  from  Maw  Toifc,  (St. 

MM  Tk^fU—Stt  Imdam,  ToL  T. 

JOtea,  ttdmtttliHt  nf—Sit  Indmi,  roL  «. 

JblBM  Ji«V*  Cbam.-Sn  JndtfK,  niL  & 

Hauait,  SoLun  C^  OB  aanU  Amalleu  relalfaiu,  Bl-TD: 
OB  dntJCB  an  wool,  m ;  ob  tba  BrllUi  CtdonUl  Tnia, 
4M;  SapiaaaatatlTa  frvra  Tannont,  tW.  Al  AkIw, 
TsU.T,a, 

lUuLBts,  JoHn  a,  BepnaanliitlTa  from  TanBuaaa,  nu. 
&a/adMi,ToLet 

Jbrt^M'  SfAiitvit*,  eat  (/—In  tba  Hoaa^  ■  bnl  prarU- 
iHntliQ  tba  oUimut  tor  tba  lost  tlnu  of 


•anatdarad,  06;  pitndpla  uomad  tint  tba  Unltad 
Btataalanotbanndluuroaae  topay  SiralaiM  lniani 
or  Igst,  beoaaaa  tbay  an  nat  mnidarad  u  pnp«lr. 
M;  aptlndpla  cf  moat  Hriou  Impartuoa,  tit;  If  ddI 
pi^artr.  Ibay  an  fn«,  tU;  amandmant  tlkmtnt  An 
tba  tnjnij  dona  tba  ilaia  and  Dedlcal  attandanca  on 
Um,  CM ;  a  qnaatlOB  tbat  ibanld  bg  d«U«d  on  Ita  owi 
mtriU,  wltbont  iMithiBal  IWUiig,  tUj  baa  tba  a<,nn- 
tHBt  la  itlngia  caaa  paldfcrailars  lot  Inaeirlott  tM: 
tl^l  of  U»  Gavenunant  to  Impnas  iUth  danJid,  and 
tbanin  the  Utantt  of  tba  master  1>  protevtad.  UM ;  thi 
aomtKntlon  makta  no  dUUnalloD,  bnt  amtmoaaall  pri- 
ma pruptrty,  OT ;  tha  prladpla  hu  baen  aotad  apoi 
In  BBmamna  laaca,  OI ;  a  dalloala  lablaet,  OCT ;  acUrx 
o(  tbaBooatia  1811,  d>Ii  la  the  qsNtlan  tabaraUad 
ban-wbetbarthtaelaMor  patvlalapropartrr  StS;  It  la 
«  b  bo  utboilly  to  Impraaa  *  alara,  aw;  If 
_  MMd  tba  alara  It  miHt  par  fi>r  bla 
loai  itft[Ba,<lftlblBtorrc^Uia  lairralatlTB  to  i 
pufailf,  M);  iBtaBdmaBt  of  praTtou  Tjji.i.ti 
a»:  th*  ptat  qnaattOB  la,  dull  ilaTa  propattf  ba  plaoad 
withoat  Uw  raaeb  irf  tbaanoof  tbo  mUItaiyr 
Biaat  or  Dot  r  KB ;  Confrru  bu  no  powar  to  lattl*  tlM 
qiuatloB  of  proparty,  S»;  rtala  of  tba  eaea,  8W;  tba 
llgbt  to  take  and  amplDr  a  glart  fbr  tbe  pi 
ariaia  Mt  nf  tba  inunlnant  iieiinillj  of  a  al 
Mt;  CBM  IB  point,  no. 

la  tha  ghoat  of  tha  MlaaoDil  qnattliai  i 
uarehad,  wtUi  nlanui  and  lerrlUa  aapast,  tb: 
balla,(81;  tha  qoeatlon  baa  lane  aUwa  baan  i 


BtUsd.t81; 


poitloB  of  our  pwo]wloa,881i  tha  aonatltatloB  Tlawi 
alBTca  In  tha  iBBia  Ufht  aa  did  the  aUT^^iddlng  Btats 
*t  tba  tima  oT  It!  adoption,  Ml ;  It  It  na  aa*  doetrlne, 
M;  tlaTM  ngaidad  In  tba  mixed  ebacaatar  of  panou, 
koth  bnmaBltr  nd  rallflDn  MXtlona  tbia  daelaiatlon, 
al  doetrina,  that  no  pnpattr  laa  ba  rigUAUIj 
—lilt  la  iald,BopTao»laBti 


u  It  tbtf  Sot- 


[X.  766 

qmatton  tba  [TBitad  BUtaa  OoramBaBt  haa  aothlnf  to 
do  with,  m ;  tba  Uiaenil  qnaaUoB  anar  baa  baan  lat- 
tiad,  (M;  niHlar  tba  Boman  law  waa  a  daTO  any  laa 
pnpartr.  baeanaa  h<  wu  a  penont  H*;  Milgbt  to 
Biaka  osr  bamanlty  and  rallgloD  tha  ib1«  of  otbar  nan'a 
aetlaaa  vllhla  tba  epbara  of  Belther,  88i;  Bo  o«Bp»- 
mlia  about  thb  daacriptton  of  peiaona  fartbar  tbaa  th* 
a  aampmnln,  (81;  lat  bo  man 
ill  qfl«itlaB,C»;  this  (laTB  ra 
BZBa  uabasT  aa  the  boraaa  and 


pitndpl*  ai  to  alleir  the  Impmsmaat  af  aa  tpBuil,  ap- 
praBtlo^  or  BerraBt,  In  tha  Noitiwin  StaUa,  (Ml 

Tha  Baeeadtr  of  dlasoaslnf  lb*  qieatloB  haa  oesarrad, 
(M;  la  tbaBmlhanioltlHBalaBa  tobadaprivadoftbat 
vUefcli  o^layad  by  srerj  dtlisB  I  (41;  da  tbet^iabl- 
taata  of  lb*  Bonth  bold  theli  propsity  al  the  vlll  gf  the 
rnllad  BtatasT  Mr;  iUTsiyln  tba  abstnot,  MT;  tiro 
■raat  dlTlabiBB  of  pn^Mrty  1b  reapaet  to  their  Mtnrsa, 
sspaiBtad  ttom  aaeh  otbct  by  a  Una  as  drai  and  nui^ad 
la  U^I  and  darfcnaaa,  MS;  It  It  an  aiil  of  vbkb  th* 
ooastltBtlaB  baa  Biada  tbsni  tha  oaly  Jndcea,  m  by  lis 
batare  tbay  OB^t  to  ba,  (48;  do  gantletnan  of  tlM 
BoBth  thiak  wa  IBB  aanedOB  u  atiaek  npon  tbair  ilffati, 
wblah  mnat  In  It*  pHBdple  anlan^r  thair  awk,MI; 
CrooBdi  BpoB  vbleh  tba  aBHsdnuit  1*  rnalitad.  M> ; 
tba  prladpls  laogBliad  by  tiinmr  npotta,  MO ;  alalma 
BpoB  Thleb  np«ta  hay*  b*«B  BUda,  MO ;  tbla  tha  lint 
oac  of  the  Und,  (U;  Ana  of  tb*  « 


iBrlly  lalaad  by  thoaa  wbo  bad  latiodnoad  and  Bpponad 
tbaamandiDeBt,  451 ;  tha  futoai*  tattled  and  tbe  BtBonBt 
oartaLnad ;  tba  only  qnaatlob  la,  shall  va  pay 


■iBTa  waa  taken  aa  a  part  of  tba  nlUlary  ftna  irf  tba 
eeabtry,  M> ;  elansa  of  tha  ooBitltatlaD  relatlTa  to  pil- 
nl*  pr«p*Tty,  (K;  rl|bt  at  property  Ib  *b  vpMaUea 


M;  It  Is 


■ranottoba 

or  Injnrad  Id  tba  pibUa  ssmta,  M4 ;  ■  quatfon  vbleh 
BB  atlampt  hat  baan  nwla  l«*tir,«M;  It  kaaldth* 
report  (iTtaaahtf  to  tba  denial  afpraparty  la  tlate^  (M; 
It  lUTaa  are  pnpstty,  wby  iball  Ihay  Bot  be  conMarad 
aaandi,  MB;  wby  ilaTet  ara  pnparly,  CM;  raaaonafbr 
maklsf  aoinpaaaatloBAiTtbailaT*,(M;  vh^laebown 
by  tlH  papon,  (M;  cnnivd  upon  wblah  tba  ei 

1*  obtaettoi 

*  aat  of  li 

«*d«Dti,M 
•aalofy,  MI ;  rffht  (tf  tba  naatar  Id  hk  sUvea,  NT;  obIj 


arlbaofl 


ofB 


Hum,  Tnxiaia  IX,  BaprtMBtaUia  ttom  Sonth  OaroUBa 
Kurmau,  HnriT  C,  BaprtaMtMn  fram  Hnr  ToA 


D,slz.:l,yGOOglC 


JTarytoail  Jftmorlal,  »■  At  tHiM  <^  JfaHoiial  4/bir*.— 


during  thaUM 

DllItHTi 

nUUUcS 


r,  fil ;  pcoTtataiu  of  Iha  nport  of  tbc 
Hrrket  oT  Um  UMMoliaaetli 
umnlUa^  Bl;  bbtorrof  thi 


of  opinlaii  btlwHB  tb«  £iHiatl*>  of  th*  BUM  ud  of  tlia 
i;Bllsd8UtM,M;  the  qocatian  irlilcb  utBeii  l>  wlKther 
lb*  United  eiclM  cu  dnir  the  mllltli  dT  >  BUti  tnlo 
pnbllo  mitIss  irltboDi  11*  offloan,  CH  i  the  eoiutlhitlDa 
poloU  mt  th*  cdnraB,  09 ;  rttuaa  glmi,  that  th«r  *en 
U  b(  dJUilbDtad  OS  tha  H»a*at  tor  furlasB  datjr,  H ; 
lathta  anOlcliuit  iCMoot  H;  no  aMMlMUonl  amer- 
■u>7  ailattd  at  Qia  tlma  at  tha  aall  whiali  Jiutiaad  It, 
U:  tradaelumtjogar  nr]iutUIadtbeiainBC«taf  Iha 
nilll(J«,  It  wonM  b« 


rt  tba  m 


fitata  lo  paf  fbripoD 


la  Stata  daFBSiboir&r 
d  bf  lb*  daelaluB  of  tlw 
KiUTa  did  do,  H;  tba 
iiiaBii}>  advasead  br  tha 
Da  Hurloea,  or  Ihoaa  parfbrmad 


ir  tha  autbiHitr  of  U»  Stale,  M;  (rbf  hat  !t 
baanadJoatadlMjaaoiutltationaldlflaoltT.M;  objac- 
tJi>Ba,Mi  rai>1laa,M;  Dicta  eosaacted  with  the  tranaae- 
tJona  of  1S14,  U;  aatborltj  ftir  tba  deinaiH]  of  Ganeral 
DearbHB,  t&;  It  1*  Hid  that  tha  eosraa  parasad  bf  the 
EuoDtlTa  Impaired  th*  phjalcBl  force  of  tba  United 
Blatca,  Uj  eSMt  of  tba  oplBlou  and  aela  of  the  Gor- 
amor,  M;  vher*  la  tha  aathoritr  bj  whiob  a  But*  la 
madaraaponalblafbrthaoplnloiitof  LtaoffleararAT;  irho 
.lalt  thatdamaodarelmbBiaamaDtF  ST- 

Tha  •HTloai  npaD  HhliA  the  claim  la  foondad  vera 
not  performed  older  the  Couatltatjaa  of  the  United 
Statea,  GTj  where  wia tba DMieialtr (br tha  detail  of  a 
imnr-eaneralr  M,-  tha  mlHtia  of  Maaeaohiuetta  were 
called  ont  to  defond  their  own  fkontlar,  BS ;  eiainple  of 
jlaldlDf  theetlqEatt«af  nillltar7nnk.e8;  ltl>aald,all 
the  legnlhrtraoptofllaaBaohiiaeRa  were  manhad  to  tha 
Dortbarn  tronHar,  <W ;  It  la  aaked,  whet*  I*  th*  power  of 
tha  GoTamor  to  thmat  blmielf  betwaeo  tha  pbjticaj 
power  of  th*  Btataand  that  of  the  Oaoeral  GoTammint  T 
N;  anexiiaaeoBtdbafolindfiirtheGoTeniorlfbahad 
Mt«d  nnknowlngl;,  IW ;  uanniiD**  given  to  the  Oot- 
amor,W:  If  JbaHcbnaetta  had  acted  ai  th*  eilinuiln 
of  lb*  Baaa  datouded  of  her,  the  remnneraUon  would 
bar*  t>B*n  tntt}  Toted,  10 :  what  w»a  oor  iltnatlon  when 

r* ■----"■r  thooght  fit  to  realit  th*  aothorltj  of  the 

Oeneml  OoTemment,  RO;  th*  apeeeb  of  OoreniDr  Strong 

nittee.  with  all  tba  Iteta  itarliig  than  In  the  boa,  aa; 
that  Uaaaujbiuetta  la  enHlted  to  th*  atlowanea  of  thli 
ekim,  fli ;  aholl  we  pay  olalma  becanae  Maaaaehnaatta 
will  be  dntlful  b*r**rter  r  tl ;  the  Raitfon]  Cuai 
n;  It  la  aald,  that  th*  good  paopla  ought  not  to  be 
pnileted  for  the  condact  of  tbnlr  offleen,  U ;  let 
ebatetl*  hereafter  make  eommoD  caaaa  in  tha  i 
of  oar  n^DbllcaD  lutltnUoni,  and  ne  dlBlenltlM  can 
arlae  la  the  paymeot  of  her  troopa,  tA. 

The  elaltn  raaolu  from  th*  rodprccB)  rlgbti  and  datlee 
eoneedad  to  the  Butei,  and  gnaranteed 
OmemnirDt  at  the  Um*  of  the  adoptli 
tntfohilKj  eonitrnatlon  of  tta*  powan 
Beat  over  th*  mllltia,  who  are  In  effect  the  peopl*  of 


1*  Btataa,  11* ;  befon  an;  actial  IBT  ■ 

bad 


a.  11):  doo 


amitiad,  IW,  111 ;  detallt  of  the 
chnaatt^Ul;  proTlalanaoftbeblllnnderconsIderatlai^ 
U9;  tUgohdmihonld  be  allowed becaoae  It  U  Joel  In 
llaeU;  and  became  aijollir  dalma  ba*i  been  allawed. 
lis  J  the  bill  la  Anndad  on  thfae  prtndplet  and  thtaa 
precedenta,  VK;  what  are  the  objeetiona  nrged  agilnat 
mini  brpndDgthabinrDanBdaDbtiidlrapiiroTec^ 
themlUtla  aarrleaa  for  which  It  makaa  paTinentltl; 
pioeeadlng*  of  the  EiecntlT*  of  Mwehnaelta.  Ig;  II 
b  to  be  reskembared  that  br  the  eonatltntian  the  Praal- 
d*Bl  bai  no  power  to  cell  forth  th*  mlUtia  In  aor  erant 
whataT*r,  lli ;  tha  power  of  Congreaa  ta  protU*  ftir 
calling  forth  th*  mllitu  la  a  eoraplete  power.  IH ;  It  li 
aald  that  no  oDoorof  th*  aUlUa  1>  to  be  eanunaoded  b; 
an  Inhrlor  ofloar  of  the  armr  of  the  Unl  ted  Blatea,  IM; 
"  "         ~  told  heiMlC  IIS;  bat 


pclllng  the  enemj  haa  been  fonnd  li 


b«tw*an  tha  offloera  <d  tha  General  and  fltat*  Govta- 
menta  In  their  eierttou  to  dafond  the  aoll,  1» ;  aetloD 
of  the  Ooren 
renonndi^th 

of  thia  Ull  an  moat  aafo  for  the  national  treaanrr,  IM ; 
all  the  atTOn  of  Xiaaaehnaetti  hai*  been  poitnred  U 
a«nbre  colon,  while  her  merlte  have  been  paaaad  la 
aOenoe,  IW;  lliln*  hit  b*en  the  linn  and  nndeTlaUng 
anpporter  of  tha  oonntr;,  IM.    St*  Tndfti,  toL  B. 

UiXwnj,  Lawn,  KepnaentatlTe  tnm  Virginia.  SIO. 

Mmann,  Jodv,  Re^nentatlv*  tram  New  Tort,  SMt. 

UcCoT.  WiLuaii,  OB  inffirera  bf  fire  In  Alaxandrfa,  KS ; 
onDeataiidDnBib  A>TlnmB.«»;  oo  the Tacnbaja  mla- 
Blan,481;  Bepreaentatlve  from  Tlrglnla,  MO ;  on  Bevn- 
latlonaiy  Land  Varranla,  M9 ;  on  the  caea  of  Maitgar 
D'Antanre,  ttl.    Stt  Indtm,  Tota.  4,  S,  B,  T,  S. 

UoDiTnu,  Gnonan,  on  South  Arnerican  ralattona,  Tl ;  reEfr> 


the  rauama  nisd 

0,118;  on (^ 

eanceroMlatfaoIMalrict 

tt  Colnmbl*.  » 

((ring 

Qreeka,  M4;  n 

rla  of  Coin 

^bla,: 

S;  DnthoBrllU 

Oalonlal  Trade.  4 

^nn  Bontb  Caio- 

Una.  110;  on  the 

Bank  of  the 

Unltad  Statea,  dl;  on 

,§. 

Johaaon.  Ml ;  <m 

■U;Bepr« 

■antatl 

ef«m  KBilnckr. 

IfclLTim,  Joacrn.  desean  oi;  MS.    JSe*  India,  Tola.  1, 8. 

HgIhtim,  Burca,  BepreaantiUve  from  U*.,  tOt. 

llcSn,  toar,  SepreacntatlTa  from  Alabama,  810.    Bt*  lit- 

(I«e,ToL& 
UoKuii,eiiiiraL,BepraBantatlfa  from  Peon.  KB.    Sttl»- 

da*.  Tola.  T,  S. 
UcKruLiT,  — ,  on  the  powera  of  tha  Tie*  FTHdd*nt,Ni; 


n  the  grmdnai 


ibllc  hind,  618. 
UoLum,  LODia,  report*  an  iqiproprliitlon  for  ths  Panama 

Treaty,  S«l ;  on  dnUa  on  wool  and  woollena^  »T ;  « 
the  ColoDliatlon  Bocletf,  483;  on  Ifeade'a  claim,  4«; 
Eenator  from  Dehiwan,  48T ;  an  th*  powire  of  th*  Tie* 
Pnddent,  DOT;  on  the  elalma  of  Bonth  CaroUna,  (M; 
on  a  grant  of  land  to  Kcnyon  Colltga.  HO;  on  tb* 
French  Oilonlal  trade.  MS.    Stt  Indus,  Tola  0,  T,  & 

UcLixx,  WiLLixM,  on  the  emigration  of  Indlaot,  M3 ;  oa 
the  OMckaaaw  and  Choetow  Indiana.  410 ;  Sepreacnta- 
tlTa from  Ohio.  (10 ;  repoitatbillTelBtlTetathcnmoTtl 
of  tha  Indiana,  MO.    «e« /Kteo,  toL  B. 

JToirie-*  aalm  mdtr  U«  FlaHOa  IWo^.-ln  O*  Bmm, 


idbyGoOgIC 


to  enata  1  trjtmul  ta  ■ash  cUd)  »  ugH  In  anun- 
qgau  of  tha  aoB-MOlmaiit  of  tht  tieat;  wltli  Bpaln  In 
ISIS, IM t  tbe  Hoqu  ODiMBat, it  Ua  clow orilu Holin, 
to  be  eilldd  span  to  IceUlaU  opnn  ttali  ulus  oT  allluu, 
MS ;  tbli  elilin  of  •  ■end  dunotar.  MS ;  Igdndad 
IB  tka  proTUgni  of  tha  tnat7  oT  eaaaloo,  tU ;  bati  ra- 
^aeUBg  tha  claim, MS;  la  tU«  G<nanimeiit  liibM  la 
niaha  food  alalma  an  Spain,  ost  of  otbar  fundi  thu  tha 
llTa  mOUou  ambraead  la  th*  txmtrt  IM;  thaaqolTS- 
l«nt  fir  (baaa  elaliu  hw  alnadr  baan  raaalTad,  M; 
wama  pUMiad  bj  Waada  oa  tha  ooncluden  of  tha  Inatr, 
Ma;tb*allaaUaBoftbtC«BiDlBloo*nTenadlnpolntt 
wkoUr  dkUoel  ft««  th*  tortlnnnr,  M(-,  It  U  a  claim 
that  had  baaa  pnantad  rrtor  Is  tha  data  of  tba  traat^, 
and  alierad  by  tha  oBcan  at  tha  Bpulah  QoraniUHnt, 
4<T;  iMWHwhj -we H*  bound  to  pir  thia  dabs,  MS ; 
Uu  -'———■■"■*■  of  tha  aaae  an  BKat  aitnonllnaiT, 
4«;  fte>a,M8;  if  tha  Oonnmant  owia  thla  monar,  It 
oof  ht  to  bo  paid,  Mft ;  raaaona  in  IhTor  of  the  amand- 
mant.«»;  emnmatiaa*  of  tha  aw*,  W ;  tha  dalif  it- 
tondli^  tha  alalma  of  piDblko  ondltora,  4D0 ;  tb*  claim  Is 
^bnecdla  thamatr,  tfO;  If  tba  fUod  k  dtiMbntad, 
to  tba  ULdiulaBof  Mr.  Meade,  aball  be  loe*  hla  dabtf 
400;  aiDaiid>oatita|90laElB(  three  aadlloim  of  the  Treaa- 
017  u  eiamliie  the  eTideoo,  adopted,  ISO ;  tlie  nnDthMI 
of  Congm*  le  baeoma  a  Jatlfe  Id  tlie  eaaa  of  priTlla 
dilma,  430;  bill  orderad  to  be  aBgniated,  Ut 

JTadHarnifHim  TniiH.—Su  Jiutm,  ToL  L 

Jf m^itft  tf  Omfrat,  appoliUmtnU  nf.—Stt  Indm,  ni.  S. 

Jtimoriali^Vlot  iVeeMent  OittooK,  SO. 

llBMaB,  CiuuJM  F.,  on  tha  He*  Cnok  Tr«atr,Ml;  on 
luMt  Blainw  In  ()hla,aI4;  on  tha  LlbaiU  icBnar,Ml; 
BepnaenlBliva  )kom  TiiylBlB,  SKI;  nlaUra  to  M^Miod 
AMc>DB,M&    An/Mfo^raLS. 


A*JwtaB,ToLB. 


lantatlTa 


■  th*  Kaw  Creak  Tnatr,»«;  at  B*«>Bdaa*>l«n 
at  Itth  CoBfieea,  MM;  with  a  letter  finm  tha  Creak  la- 
dliu,  tM ;  at  lb*  Oiat  MidaB  of  tha  Wih  Congnai,  UT 1 
ralatlTe  to  th*  OoorglaboiLndBrf  line,  413, 

ItoiULra,  Thoilu,  on  daeeaaa  of  Bobart  F,  Benrj,  ttt : 
XepreeenlatlTa  ttiun  KeatBck^,  Sltt,  &a  IrndtB, 
nH.t,7,S. 

MltMfa*,  OkuiI  <■  Oa  UrrUnry  qi!— SeadntlDa  vlallTr 
to,  eonaldered,  OIL 

JBMary  AeaiUny  ood  Jaaa*mU».—Si4  Imlta,  T^a.  1 
M. 

jnutartf  Soad4.—Bet  Indat,  toL  T. 

JHUtla  Onvta  JTarttuJ:— lo  tha  Baiaa,  an  amandmant  Is  1 
raaolDtloD  mured,  ftT;  object  of  the  raa^Dtlon,  whj 
«ali  tat  tha  oop^  of  a  p^>cr  which  DaTer  did  aiiatf  BAT; 
ohfeet  et  the  nil,  »T ;  Impoeeibie  to  dlafnlaa  th*  tan- 
doBeyofthii  Di0TiTmeDt,«8;  l^tadr  of  nnatk  it  g!*e> 
tha  Beeretary,  apoa  what  may  be  foand  oa  reeord  la  the 
defortmMit.  tK ;  ImpIlcstJoa  of  Midlun,  tS§ ;  DsUdn( 
bat  Ibalnlh  wanted.  ««;  object  to  obtain  Inlbrmatlon 
rapoUliiK  the  detKhment  at  DiiliUi^er  which  tbarii 
uUlllaraan.  eiaealed  at  Mobile,  wen  a  part,  Ml  tha 
Booaa  OD^t  Dst  to  act  la  thU  matter  at  all,  «M ;  maoDor 
of  manning  In  tha  Hoiue,  UKI ;  a  BnbJeet  cf  neh  Im- 
pcrtanee  oofht  not  to  be  amotbared,  or  alpped  la  tb« 
bid.  Ul ;   the  part  <it  the  reaolatloti  propoaed  to  b* 


anted,  « 


la  Inft 


n  be  laid 


th*  trnlh  aa  It  liT  MS;  tha  qBaatlon  whether  tt 
•enllon  «f  tha  aiUHameB  wai  I(|b1  ar  not,  la  01 
which  much  anxlatj  pi      "^     '^     " 


iL  H^  Bepreaantatlie  ftun  PeniiQ'lTaala,  Nft  . 

Bt  ituua,  yolii.  I,  a, 
Mnu,  Kuuui  B.,  on  tha  Taioo  pnrahaaa,  Sit.    Am  £>4m^ 

ToLB. 
hCian,  CuHW,  on  fre*  Befroe*  la  tha  DlitrM  of  Oidiim- 

bla,>H;  on  free  necnea  In  the  Dlabrlet  of  Oohmbia, 

laT ;  sn  a  canal  In  DllnolB,  4N ;  on  anlflann  bj  Are  In 

A]aiudrU,K8;  KapreaatallT*fr(HnPanni7lnnla,4aK 
jam,  StUMMamU  l^.-n3n  Indtu,  toIb.  1,  t. 
JArOHda-t  JbfwdliUHh— Au  ItuUa,  rA  4. 
JHaaMf^pi  JHht,  jyu  MMfffoHo*  «:—,£•*  AxfaB,  ToL  L 
jamltHpptaaU—atJ<tatci,m6.    rarrUorv.— a* /*■ 

da,TaL4,  TbrWIoriat 
JRoMw^— £m  Adw,  Toll,  t,  G,  1,  T. 
hfncsau,  JAiin  C,  on  aa  aaiaDdmant  to  th*  aonatltatioB, 

«t;  BapicaentallTa  from  Teancaaaa,  (ID;  on  rebanob- 

m*nt,teo-«&    A«/<idai^*olB.T,& 
MiTCBBLLt  JoBH,  BapieaantatiTa  fMun  Pcnnajlrani^  flOf; 

A»  Adeie,  ToL  B, 


^OM;  ea  th*  aaaa  of  Maitgiv 
D-Antartve,  oa,  Am /<•d«^  ToL  B. 
'iiwoe  Ak«Hiu.— rutted  «M<*a  wKl  «Mtt  jtiMNea,  »• 
laUoHt  Mvaail.— la  the  Hanae,  araaolnUon  InitmetlBg 
theCommHto*  on  Forelgp  EelatloM  to  laqnlio  and  report 
on  what  BBthoritr  oat  miniitar  to  Huioa  stated  that 
the  United  Btatca  bare  pledfed  thanuclTca,  Aa,  eun- 
iUtnd,4a;  ciplanatkiBaf  th*r**<^atlon,43;  ititameBt 
of  Che  AmerleaB  minliUr  at  Meiii».«;  It  k  add  thla 
docUnllDBli  en  asanrBDoe  of  tb*  Cabinet  here.  4»;  Ifiot 
It  ihoold  be  kaowB, «»:  lb*  onlj  kDowB  antborllr  1*  tha 
•Beitloo  of  PreHdwit  Uonne,  *» ;  th*  «>Dimltt*e  uf 
able  to  flTa  aar  InfoimaUen,  4* ;  dedantioH  mad*  ia 
obedience  to  lutnictlani  of  tha  OorammenC,  4t;  tba 
aothority  Is  the  PiealdeBtorUie  United  Statia,  41;  thk 
would  be  the  nsolt  of  tba  Inqnlrj,  4>. 

Th*  buUdb  of  an  axtiBOidlnaiT  chafBclar, « ;  oeeaaloa 
of  thenmBika<irthaMlalatar,4>;la  th*  atj*et  of  tba 
reaolDtloB  to  flbd  o«  If  nA  lutraotkBa  bad  baaa 
RiicB)  4«;  thaabM^todltaet  tbaattaitloDatCoB- 
ptia  and  Df  tha  pao^  to  the  qaaatloa  whether  aaj  audi 
pledge  had  beaa  anthortiad  brow  OoTaTTuirBt,  M ;  lb* 
anwal  of  the  pled(*  to  th*  Meiiean  SorarBmsnl  la  waU 
aaleulalad  10  alano  the  fcan  aad  Jtaloosj  of  the  paopi*, 
M;  Bnderwbal  dFentDatueee  waa  theidedge  nrowait. 

It  UbHod  tnac*  Be  prlrllecea  In  enHeqaeneeitf  tbla 

fhltfa  to  canj  It  Into  effect)  U;  thU  knoviedaa  all-Im- 
[«rtint,a>:  tba  pledge  can  mean  nothing  mors  than  tha 
dedanUoB  ot  the  Mouoa  doetitna,  W 

AmaDdtiient  oSarad,  U ;  acoeptM,  92 ;  highly  iqiadl- 
eat  that  the  Iseti  of  this  caaa  ihonld  ba  known,  U; 
nocfalugeoTdT  bandog  Boleas  It  be  eoB>ld*i«da«  pre- 
paring tha  war  '"'  a  Aitoia  war,  n ;  It  might  baa  earloB* 
qqoatlon  ot  iBqatrr  how  far  we  ongbt  to  taka  tha  groand 
iDtimatod  br  htr.  Uonroa,  If  all  tha  £BKf«aB  Oonra- 
menu  shanld  iBiade  the  Booth  Amaltcaa  StatM,  M; 
■mcDdmeut  olbred  to  call  apoB  tha  Fiv^dent  te  tha 
InbniiBllon,  tS ;  Importaat  to  know  whether  Iba  eooa* 
trrdoeaodoeanatataad  pledged  la  thie  maaHi,*; 


declaimUon 


It  ddhala  tb*  aad  la  Tlew,  M ;  th*  r*plr  of  th*  Beceatary 
ot  Btal*  to  the  KlBbt*r  la  Msileo  maj  not  answer  su 
Inqnlrr,  U;  let  both  piopotltioBi  atiad, «;  Ur.  Feto- 


,  Google 


■twllltb 


,IiUm 


piopcc  Bam  tor  tlia  laforaktUon  »a^t,  CT. 

AipRt  at  tb>  qaaMtoo  bifiin  U«  Hin»,  «T ;  Impurt 
(rf  Lba  lugiuge  nH<I  by  Mr,  Polntttt, « ;  nftn  la  tha 
moflfi^  of  PrealileDt  UanTw^fT;  obJ«t  of  th*ctll,6T; 
tha  prMcnt  matloa  rcgntlcd.  aa  It  maj  Imidr  ■  eanon 
anaBalBotrDtlliaCloTanimcDiabniad  wban  no  ONWira 
via  IntsndKi.  C9 ;  aii1ittui»  of  tlw  deaUntlon  of  Mod- 
ma,  K ;  Uia  KikdUis  niut,  on  proper  oeaaalaBa,  «- 
pnaa  the  ilawi  and  vidua  of  Uh  Oanmineal,  8S ;  tba 
ballaf  of  auUiariij  on  the  iwt  uf  oar  Mlolttw  ts  mako 
oUcfortheEx- 


JiU  OoTsninu 
lit.  Poliiaatt, 
;  eifdeon  [n 


er  of  U»  B 


tluSani 

daaga^of  tba  miialon 


ar  ol  Ur.  BiUur,  H ;  the  put 
1  PaAVna  it  that  our  OoTonk^ 
la  thU  pollo}',  n ;  thli  cogubT  bM  bad 
infldant  eiparlanoa  ct  tba  dimmer  of  «iLtaiiKUii(  anUn- 
aaa,IO;  too  laU  to  maka  obJacUoni  to  the  doolantlDiu 
of  MonnM,  n ;  Hmo  whes  lb( 


alaal  tbnaiDODtha  la- 
Mr.  Poluatt  haa  given 
That  aaa  tba  Praijdant 

vhola  fFOODd^  TS; 

indoeabotpled^ 


la  tbia  Hid  to  ba  th«  poUay  of  1 

Btaad  of  tba  laat  tbrea  jaaral  II 

■oaubpledga  aaiaitatod,  11;  vl 

do?  71;  tbaloqulry  ahunld  cotof 

■DHBdoient  modi  Bad,  Tl ;  Ihadedi 

u  to  tayiKdy,  but  It  naa  mods 

ligbli  ood  that  othon  ihonld  mntmbac  them,  T) ;  tba 

pladgo  rf  Ur.  IConroa  iboold  ba  raoogBlud  mi  ndberad 

lot  Tl  i'  tha  qoeatlon  la,  wbathar  tba  Inqulrj  abaJl  go  to 

tba  Cora  mlltM  of  tha  Hooaa  or  to  tba  Prtaldaat,  7B  l 

Wbara  la  tha  power  on  tha  part  of  tha  EieoatJTS  to  glra 

■aj aaoh  pledfa T  n;mjto  thaaa  GvTeniiiieiita  that  be- 

roDd  1  dHlaraHoa  the  KiacnUTB  haa  DO  rigbt 


nnUrlB 


^  hai  boen  glran 
hj  the  preaeaC  EuoatlTa,  It  la  ouatnry  to  bla  vttj  bat 
tut  IB  relalloa  to  the  Boitb  Amerlan  Bapubllca,  Tt; 
Thy  go  to  tha  FraeldeDt  r  14 ;  tha  BenMary  of  Blata  aiea 
tha  Hma  laoguage,  H ;  how  oftaa  hare  wa  baan  told  that 
tha  mare  report  uf  ■  braosh  of  the  Eieeotlra  Daiart- 
Dient  boEiHl  thia  Uooaa  f  14. 

Tha  real  point  of  liiiiilrj'  vaa  b;  what  authority  onr 
Ulailter  had  made  tbia  deelaratloB,  ?fi;  tba  oomralttea 
bare  no  report  to  mako,  70 ;  tba  oolj  oooatltatlooal  vaj 
to  kItob  pledge  la  by  treaty,  7S;  we  ask  If  ■  eooatltn- 
tbnal  pledge  has  been  glran,  and  th 


Kijr<H<on,u 


only  auwer  li,  Ho  I 

;;  adoptad,  7&  «aa 
HI  ffitfm,  loL  B. 
^— In  tha  Houa,  the  bm  Itar  tba 
rolief  of  Jamei  UaDriM,  oonaJdered,  IM;  ofajHtlou  to 
Itanu  of  the  bill,  UW :  Intereat  itnick  out,  IN ;  oiotlM  to 
■trlkeoDt  tba  earn  approprUtad,  SH>;  aarrifiaaof  Hon- 
■ve,  SCO ;  atate  of  tha  negotiation  wltb  Pruce  ob  bla 
anltal  than,  too ;  mode  of  application  lo  tba  FInt  Can- 
•ol,  UO ;  mnlt  of  Ihli  qiplieatlon,  SSI ;  tha  aeqaMtlon  of 
Lonlalana,  151 ;  motioB  to  itrike  ont  loat,  Ul ;  amend- 
ment of  tha  Benata  dliigraed  to,  lU.  Set  India,  TaL  a. 
Uoou,  Tboui  T,  u  amendment  to  tba  eonitltntloB,  87; 
en  the  eanal  roimd  M uide  Sboala,  «tS ;  Kepraeaatatlva 
bom  Kentnoky.  (10.    iSaa  JuAib,  ioL  I. 

IfOOO,    fllBIIU.    P.,    ~  .         - 

£eaAdai^yaL7. 


lor»._aaAi 


a^Toll.l,<S, 


JfiltmralliiatiiM  Latet.-Set  Ittdta,  loU.  1,  >,  4, 
ifartU  SttabUAmttit,  QradwU  improetmtra  q^— la  lb 
SsBate,  e  bill  to  prarid«  hr  th*  gndoal  Innrt^  tt  tha 
NBTf,  ooBrfderad,  8M ;  polky  of  aetUng  apart  a  fBBd  fa 
tha  Itapniamenl  of  Che  Mary  haa  bew  eetabUahad  to 
eleTan  yean,  tH;  tbeamaontof  aK>rDpnatloa  kaan- 
Had  bat  th*  pilBdpla  ha*  baen  held  aaend,  BM;  ailj 
Tiawa  renfettni  tha  HaTy,  814;  oplBlau  at  tlie  eao- 
m*BoameiitDfU>lalaWBr,KI[;  ahuwa  that  a  0**7  *■ 
tha  oha^Hal  aod  aalear  oabno*  •«  the  oHmtiy,  8» ;  (Bb- 
Jact  of  Dry  Doaka,  8H ;  eipeaaa.<{inatrMtla^  SM ;  tb* 
laatHaTyTaid(,»& 


aOsan,  ESI ;  eiampk*  of  Ferry,  Deeatnr,  and  the  crw 
ct  tba  Adal)la,8ST;  oljeetaf  tin  NstbI  AeadHny.nS; 
pIaBoflBatniEUan,gia;  det*lliariha^ipnipriatlaB,lM; 
1*  It  expedient  for  the  UDltitd  Btaloa  to  (otabUah  a  Kanl 
AiiadamyrKfl;  It  may  be  mid  that  the  HaTy  (a  ■  aafd 
•cAool,att:  (be  day  la  oDmlos  vben  tha  Unltad  Statm 
will  bot^liged  todiapBtaftjT  tfaeadpimveyctf  LhaOBHa, 
SSO;  naamhianoa  Dflba  bill  to  th*  Alkoran,  8M;  tUak 
not  aafflelaatly  nadaratood,  SSO;  aonrc*  vl  Iqjnr/  la 
baaTlBg  Tewale  dosii,  m ;  able  and  saraAil  manaer  la 
whioh  the  bill  bm  been  diawa,  tSl ;  naKm  fbr  |iirt^ 
tba  Mil  a*  it  la,  tn ;  an  aeademy  m  mneh  nqntred  to  he 
Utadwd  to  the  Navy  aa  to  th*  Asny,  (SI ;  oar  atelea- 
man  bafaaamebavk  totbetiiTBl  policy  of  John  Adaa^ 
Stl;  the  portioB  relating  to  aa  aaademy  abooUbeMntt 


llOTOd  to  (tilkt  out  the  aaetluu  nlatlns  Id  •  Mid 
academy,  88S;  moat  lBanpar^>le  otjeettoBa  to  thk  p»- 
jBot,  toiiDded  Dot  only  on  Uworedeal  BpeonlatiaB^  bit 
npoB  praetkal  eipariaaee,  SSa ;  vlava  reUtlTe  ta  tha 
unitary  AadeBy at  Weel  Point, SSS;  to  what  bates- 
parimoeand  Iketaean  tba  qoestlan  be  referred  I  m; 


aeademy,  >t4  ;  vho  goe*  to  tUa  loBUtatlan  r  M4;  wte 
ttam  tham  goaa  Into  tba  army  T  884 ;  why  tmrrj  mlUtarj 
edaeatloQ  beyond  the  Aeoeadty  An*  Iti 
It  wat  Intended  to  make  onr  oltluna  all  ac 


tabtUhmul  mrald  ba  Ulad  by  *o 


ordlie  th*  vfcty  of  Cb«  amaatlal  prlaelplaa  ipoa  wUeh 
the  Kaiy  la  IboBded,  SSI ;  It  la  Biked  If  the  enato  of  t^ 
late  war  do  not  ihoir  a  mllltvy  academy  t»  bo  nanlaia. 
M7;  It  la  Bold  IbaC  the  Boaa  of  rloh  meaaloBO  want  te  tha 
mlHtaiy  ocadamy,  SSI;  error  la  lemarka  relatlT*  to  oM- 
tola naralolBeara, SSS;  doe* It  StUow  IbM adneatlaB  la 
of  no  DtUlty  beeoue  aome  mas  bare  ralaad  thMMolTH 
by  th*  Ibroe  of  Batoral  geaiaa,  SSS ;  the  UU  pnaolhaa 
whoahaUgotothanaT*laehool.t»;  If  tba  lastttalfca 
ii  goTomad  like  that  at  Wait  PdBt  llwUl  b«  M  plaeat< 
amnaement,  KM ;  Min<r  to  npUea  to  ot^aetloDa,  MA;  k 
thla  aoadoBy  waatad  at  this  time  1 841 ;  hav*  Mb-  saTal 
oOlcart  STor  ahswu  a  wont  of  tdanoa  In  the  kaoirladci 
of  their  pn^talon!MI;MMedataoflbB.Tl7SB,Ml; 
•x>BipleatXa(lui4,Ml;feitbBr  debtf^  Ml  i  It  «M  > 


,Coe>^lc 


deOclfncT-  of  oDan  Out  Hgjntod  tha  Idu  of  ■  Stni 

Aademr,  aa. 

ifwl,USlbUI  pH»d,4n.    .Sm /mI  sc,  Toll,  1, 1,  a;  i,  D, 

JTaval  £rpMU.—Sti  fadim,  toL  T. 

JTaaat  Pmiloa  yuniL—Stt  India:,  ti 

fofnl    &A»I:_,5m  ,^a«ij  BitabUjMt»t,  ud  /kIb, 

YoLB. 
jravfgaUoa  LaiM.—St»  fitdia.  toL  t. 
^aey  Yurd  at  rlMadilp/ita,  debale  nlitiT*  to,  8M. 
Stgrott  /V-M,  aipuniUoD  oC  ta  Ubarii,  rMolDtloB  conild- 

•nd,870. 
^t^rwi  ^>w  Jit  U<  Mtlriet  ^  aiJ-nMA-Ia  tba  Hodh. 

»bA  bIb  of  hn  psmuu  of  oolor,  omuldsmd,  SH ;  Uu 
cue  of  Ullbert  IlortoD,  83i ;  w  old  linr  of  Uurlnd, 
SU;  uDnmatLtmluait,  U«;  IttcosUauDM  In  tMiDli- 
trlct  impoUUs, 833 ;  It  U  niUagI,K8l  whTsna  u  In- 
quiry oa  ■  lubjcct  of  thU  iMculiir  ehuutcr,  *bloti 
-would  lud  ODlj  to  iiTlutlBg,  pdnrul.  uiil  luelcB  dli- 
oobIoo  I  SSS ;  in  eitrurdiui;  doctrld*  Uiat  tha  Oot- 
arnarot  oaaBUlamir  ilghtftiilj'bealledDiilapnileot 
u  of  Ihit  BUta  whoa  la  other  SUte^  S£3 ;  so  uct 


of  Becaeallf  f^  raferanca  to  t 


iD,SH;  r 


loat,  SM;  tha  liv  ptobiblf 
Id  tha  DLatriuC,  Ki;  WDcadiDast  moTod.  US;  law  fOr 
the  ulo  of  nuuiinri  tOr  ptiaon  hag,  S»;  lU  Uitorr, 
tK;  conne  propoaad  bf  the  naolutloD  I*  Banal  uid 
proper,  SSS;  the  rHulDlion  merely  oia  itf  Inqnlrf,  SSS; 
so  oppoeMon  to  tha  ratolaUau,  S3<  i  objection  to  tha 
molmlDB,  gM ;  tha  propoaed  Inqalr;  onght  to  bo  IsaU- 
toted  OD  principle!  of  Iha  noil  obviooi  Juitloe,  8M ;  va 
JuTO  tb*  Mina  ooatnd  here  that  tha  But«  haie  irlthln 
their  jDtUdlcHan,  tST;  tha  fedanl  prUoni  ud  their 
kaepan  are  aitamlvol;  lued  Ibr  aiT7liig  on  the  do- 
mettlc  lUva  tnde.SM;  rauiution  of  Mr.  Benrlolph  In 
IBtO,  tSl;  inch  itatamtDti n»7  laid  to  erronaona  Im- 
preailou  elaawhara,  8SS ;  thatbrniaf  tba  rcaoluHoii  ud 
tha  Hccompenjlng  rammrka  ulecletad  to  prodaca  «i- 

vonld  igrae  that  It  ought  to  ba  repealad,  8S9;  naoln- 

tloD  cvTled,  U> ;  report  of  eomIoitto^  with  ■  bill,  ET9. 
JPli^roaa,  ktdnappinij  t^. — Sit  Indfse,  idL  3. 
X^tuiral  RtiaUoiu.~8tt  Indmi.  mis  S, «,  0,  «,  T. 
JTaia  JTarfoff  awt  JflHowl,  inland  Iroifa  Iwhoain.~5^  Jh- 

dw,  ToL  8. 
JTaig  Orttant,  d^/imca  i^.—Sit  Iiulia,  voL  D. 
SiwTDB,  Tbdii**,  BepraHDtillTi  Itom  Tlrglnle,  MB;  ad- 

mlnlatentheoeth  to  thaBpeekar,ei(l.    Sh /luf a,  Tote. 

JUagara  a»tinn.~-Bn  UvUk,  roll.  S-8. 

JtoiLii  Join,  on  tha  road  In  Ulcblju,  18S;  on  tbo  (nd- 
Bil  Improramait  of  the  Niiy.Wt;  Benitor  from  In- 
diuu,  UT,  an  acfaool  ludt  In  ladUui,  47S:  od  tbe 
deeam  of  U^or  General  BrovD,  OSA ;  on  the  appTopr1»- 
tloti  fiir  tha  vUlon  at  Wsat  Folal,  ilS ;  on  Intamil  Im- 
proTdiiaDt,  S(T;  on  the  bill  tOr  the  nlloT  of  Un.  Brown, 
saS.  ,  Btlndtz,  Tols.  S,  S,  I,  8. 

JToia-JlF^rfctfon  ^  Jbrtign-  boWymt^Set  ladtm,  voL  ^ 

jr<m-Jmpertatbn.—Stt  Indva,  toIl  S,  1 


t  ff>  ArbaiKtiit.—la  tha  HonM,  i  bill 
leUtife  to,  ooiuldanid,  iSt;  this  liw  will  danuge  the 
irhole  raTanna  ayetam  of  Arkiuu,  2U ;  and  conflnmA 
tbawbsla  tu  oi  noo-ntldeDti' lindi,  £M;  the  liwof 
AikuHi.  SM;  feitjrea  of  tbli  bill,  IM;  other  objeo- 
tloni,lWj  poatponament  moTad  ud  1diC,S»;  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  nadlng,  £&9. 
JfurOLtm  Soumtttiy  wulap  tJU  Titat)/  t/ 
A<l«,ToL8. 

TouIX— 19 


OuUT,  Tbomu  3^  Kapmentitln  boot  Kav  ToA,  99). 

OBa*.-~e—  Iivlm,  vol.  1. 

O'Bum,  JnulAn.  BeprHentitlia  fmm  Hilna,  «M. 

Office,  a  certain,  <iufufry  rei>peot<nr._&a  Indtai,  toL  B. 

Occupying  Clalsnatti  Lavtt. — St*  Indgs,  toL  8. 

(^Uen  qf  tit  OuitBtM.—Sta  India,  ToL  T. 

Qficen  cf  UU  RteoliMM,  debet-  on  rellaf  to,  StT. 

C^Uitrt,  ranumoi  cj^—.Su  India,  tdL  L 

(tflcea.  p<iirciUly  ri<-~8M  A\dtm,  toL  S. 

OMo  SCrUe  Oovtmmml.Si*  Indtt,  toL  1 

•i^  ITBT.— ^H  Aifaa^  Tola.  8,  4,  and  Indm,  ToL 


Orlaam  TtrHtom—BH  Indue, toI. 4.  Terrttorin. 
Ou,KoBUT.  Ji.,  BapraaentetlTa  from  FennijlTentD,  109. 

Ae7nd«i^TDL  & 
Own),  Oioiai  W^  on  tba  emlgnUen  of  Indlui,  MBj  oa 

Dear  ud  Dnmb  Aiylnni,  408 ;  on  the  Colonliatlon  Bo- 


olelr,41 


N  Of  UailgDj  D'ADtailTe,  Od.    Set  huUa,  ti 


PiUnHnffi  (/«i  pHne^al 

eftURMolMan.-St* 

Indt^yO-H. 

U.O,lT.«dntiOB 

relatiTB 

to  ■  hlitorlal  painting 

Orieu., 

eonildarod,  «8S ;  tha  policy  of 

mbellleUngtbe 

building,  <3T;  the  Battle 

ofN 

wOrlau)  Rimiiabeau- 

tUhlfiU/d-mwr.  inthe 

•diB 

ca  of  wir,  tn 

Mr,  Al- 

■ton <leilgnat.d,«8T;  Do 

B  wby  Trnmbu 

ii  ahonld 

beeielDded.<SSj  imeBdmiDl  made,  688;  inpmenU- 
tion  of  tba  Hartlbrd  Comentloo  In  tall  acialon  ihonld 
be  placed  hj  the  ilda  of  thli  painting,  888;  remuka 
relitlva  to  the  irtlit,  (88;  our  niTil  Tletorlea  entitled 
to  loiiie  Dotloe,  K>;  imondment  moTed,  «3« ;  other  Tle- 
torlea ud  eijilalta  ibonld  alio  be  conunefiiDnted.  US ; 
iTil   TlotoTlaa   loit,  MS;   other 


neodme 


aloat.t4 


approprtatloB  to , 
4S;  leportAomt: 


UderBd, » ;  ■ 


reported  making  in 


\  ln*ipedl«Dt  to  appropriate  the  fundi 

It  1i  Inaxpedletit  to  ^iproprlite,  con- 
ImoBta  propoaed,  n;  debate,  11;  tha 


and  unprecedented,  91 

hai  arrlTod  Id  wtaleh  thli  Houa  li  oUled  Dpon  to  eipren 
H  opinion  upon  aomo  of  the  toplea  conooctod  with  thli 

ilgned  to  throw  the  monl  walght  of  tbeDplnlnn  of  Uill 


to  the  < 
Implied  Id 


Bof  theei 


Ainml  iDd  public  dlacuielon,  88 ;  the  Congroii  it  Pitja- 
mi, « ;  the  leltled  policy  of  thli  country  hai  been  not 
only  pidAc  ud  nantral,  but  to  iTold,  aafkr  u  poulble,  all 
parlldpatlan  In  tha  eoncerni  of  olher  powen,  lU  politi- 
cal eonneoHaDa  ud  eniugllDg  ililuces,  M. 

The  tBvA  of  Ihli  amandmsDt  la  to  glra  InitnetloDB  by 
thllHooHloi  lOnlgD  mlDliter,  M;  tha  Hoiuall  Dot 
calladoii  to  act  beyond  making  tha  ipproprlitlon,  M  J  1( 
tbe  Honse  wn  of  oplolou  thit  a  wmsg  khuh  lud  bwn 


.Cooi^lc 


It  oniEbt  to  Mf  aa 


(Itaa  ts  DOT  Ainlgn 

nanlnUoii  bUkiiif 
£x«iitlT«,  13 ;  Thai 
Mnnuiidad  bTtl»Pr«ldeiiC,uii]hia»celi>«]  Uiiiuo- 
tlgii  of  tb*  &«uU,  It  aofht  to  b*  u  ■itna»  (ua  Uut 
wooM  itrml  w  JuU^'  tba  Houh,  la  nfulDg  muu 
to  ourr  thn  mUden  Into  effect,»:  If  ths  Unltnl  Btatn 
Mt*d  on  Hmib  ud  IntvMtwl  idoUth  tioIiulTelr,  oar 
poHsT  vould  htire  beao  U  peipotuU  tbg  monl  isd  po- 
Ullcal  da^ndtUon  at  flpulib  Ameilik,  Mj  *n  ttood 
tmnHMt  In  n«(iiitlB(  Uwm,  H ;  in  ir>  praputd  to  ad- 
ult tbitthla  let  natbarHnltoT  CiualaQtf«Uiict  M;  11 
Dur  ba  Mid  lopld  an  to  ba  dlMoiaad  at  Paoaiiu  ■Udi 
nwr  eompromlH  tba  Ugb  lotereati  of  tbla  DiUaii,  H ;  Ei 
Bat  tbli  mlaaloD  damudad  bj  Ugb  ud  Impoitut  son- 
lldaraUooB  baiulnff  dLractl7  on  tba  apeeial  Intamtt  of 
tba  natloD  t  M ;  tliara  »a  ba  bat  ooa  •enUmint  on  tbu 
•at|)ect  In  thla  Union,  M  i  la  not  tlia  nlHtoD  abaolntalr 
daouadrd  bf  a  due  Kfard 
M;  daAalaMT  of  tba  bkm 
•omnltlaa  la  aallad  Dpu  to  (!*•  an  sipnaaloB  of  lla 
opinion  aa  le  tha  anpadlaoor  of  thli  niiHlt«,  S§ ;  dot^  of 
tUi  Hook  npoa  all  lit  ooohIoh  to  f  rononnea  tba  Judf- 
mantof  thapaoplanpomoMiMiatpgiftotadur  oontam- 
plalad,  toocblai  tba  fbnlgn  ralatlou  nf  tba  Unllod 
BtMa*,W;  the adoptlOB of  tha  amandniaat  voold  |Dto 
changa  tba  wbola  Dooraa  of  our  dlploniao;,  and  partlcn- 
laHf  (ba  poller  of  tba  Unllad  Btata  witb  ragard  to  Cuba; 
not  ■  Bumbar  on  thla  floor  It  bold  eaonEb  lo  wlali  thaaa 
Mbtseti  to  ba  dlaenaied,  conaldand,  and  tba  allUuoa 
(nmad,M;  ICUaaid  tbatltla  nnoouUtaUonal  fintbli 
Hooia  to  Intarfan  In  thla  fonn,  wl  tb  tba  aiacBtlTa  powan 
of  tba  (DTgnmaDt,  H ;  to  tha  Otia]  ud  permanunt  (Do- 
e«H  of  the  reiolntloD  la  tba  Bpanlib  Culonli^  thla  Con- 
■nM  of  baUlgarant  nation)  waa  aaeeaiai7,  M ;  wbitoTer 
mij  be  onr  noUina  of  tUi  memonble  pladta,  tba  Bpan- 
lah  Amalloaa  Btitaa  nadantand  andbellaTa  naoommlt- 
tad  OB  tb*  aatilMt,  leara  tbe  (OToiunent  of  tha  United 
he  a>i*M;tad<r<f  bad 


tl  Boitb  Amarteaa  llbeitfr  100;  tha  poUtioa]  eoBdltion 
of  HajU  la  to  (gm  the  gntdact  a/dlaeiMloa,  and  la  to  ba 
MtUadilOO;  oblaata  of  tbla  Congraaa  (iTeo  olBolallrb; 
tb*(OTanmient  of  Caloinbia,100i  Iba  piiaolpla  ofeo)- 
ndnOoB,  100;  wbtt  ta  tba  raaolntlon  ninr  btifora  oi  bnt 


antocotatheODncnaaatPananut  101 J  IftbeHoiw 

hn*  tba  rl(ht  la  Inatroot,  they  hire  tba  right  to  Ira- 
paaah  ft>r  dltobMUanoe  of  Initrootlona,  101 ;  tba  Heoae 
baa  not  any  partlclpatlaii  in  tha  troalT-lnaklnc  powii, 
101;  oonatrnoUon  giTen  to  tha  ooutltDtloD,  IDl;  tUi 
Ttaolatlon  osfbt  net  to  ba  eeaplad  wtib  oonatltDtlone 
which  «•  bare  BO  Dondltleni  to  Impoaa,  101;  Itliaald  to 
be  Important  that  wa  ahonid  ba  rapraaant«d  at  Faoama 
M  raffuda  ani'  poUtloal  and  eommenlal  Interaati,  101; 
the  planlpot«oEl*i1««  oaa  enter  into  no  negotiation  on 
bduU  of  tbali  dlSaTant  (oremmenta  aa  nganla  thelc 
lalatloni  witbrarel«npoven,]OS;  aittde  of  tha  treatf 
between  Colombia  and  Chill,  MB;  what  oldaoti  are  to 
ba  attained  b;  aeuillag mlclatan  to  PaumaF  IDS;  In 
what  capaoltj  and  with  what ' 


108;  w 


a  pactof  Ita 

popDlatloa  to  attain  tha  aaetndanar.  wonld  not  that  part 
aCItt  popolatloB  be  deflated  tna,  ai  In  tha  Boutb  Amail- 


M;  the  oonditlon  of  the  lal 


can  repibllear  100;  not  a  Toloa  IkiiBi  tkeSoath  ea(Uta 
ba  railed  agaliiat  tbla  mlaaliHi,  105 ;  Ttawi  In  thel[» 

lagerelaUTa  to  Cnba,103;  tha  real  motlTia  wblehtsr- 
a»  in  thia  caea,  ia«:  tba  maaanra  pn^nied  la  an  ac- 
knowledged dcpartara  Ihun  tba  DnUbrm  and  latlM 
policTpiuned  bj  thli  GoTemment  In  timea  peat,  IM; 
It  twmmta  a>  to  weigh  tUa  meanira  weU  befm  we  ^n 
It  the  ItTeTocable  HQeUon  of  oar  voto,  10«;  In  deddl^ 
tba  qnaitlon  befgre  oa,  wa  mut  look  (lEdDriielr  to  tba 
Intrlnala  mailta  of  tha  meaanie  ItaeIC  or.  In  other  wor<K 
to  tha  cbenctei  of  tha  iH^teU  to  ba  aocoioirilahed,  lOT; 
If  Ulolilan  are  lent  to  tba  Congraaa  at  Panama,  ear 
OoTunment  la  eommitCad  to  take  part  in  Its  delibam- 
tloni  ralatlie  to  objecla  kept  In  tlia  baekgrvODd,  lOT; 
the  lenoi  of  the  [UTitatlon  lent  to  oi,  and  thelemairf 
Iti  acnptanoii,  lOS ;  thaaa  anbjeeta,  howaTcr  tbej  mar 
bare  baen  kept  out  of  light  reoantif ,  an  tba  prine^^ 
If  nottbaoDlranhJaeti  In  which  oar  partlelpaUoB  wm 
dealmd  b;  tha  Btalea  who  lorlted  onr  alleodauce  at  P*. 
name,  108;  tba  raaalt  of  mir  pHttdpaUon  In  tbw!  anb- 
Jecti  ■>  the  CongnH  win  he  tha  idoptloB  of  maavn* 
endangaricg  the  futiira  peace  of  the  oonstrr,  IW;  t^ 
prlnclpla  of  raslitaooa  b;  fom  la  glreedf  agreed  opea. 


100;  li 


e  Saontai?  of  Stato  hai  tieitad  at 
held  oat  to  (hem  certain  Tagna  and  oracular  nipiiiniliaia 
In  a  roHaage  of  the  laU  Frcddeot,  aa  a  pledge  an  tto 
part  of  tha  Uoltad  Stalaa,  not  to  pennll  aoj  InterftTewa 
of  the  European  powcim  in  the  war  between  them  tad 
tha  mother  coontrj-,  100 ;  etatomant  of  onr  UnUtn  t* 
lIeilooUtbitaaTarDmeBt,lD>;wbatwmiinibabtrba  - 
the  utan  and  aSbet  of  these  itipolationa  with  r^ari 
to  the  Unitnl  Statea,lia;  what  an  tboTfewa  cf  ou 
own  Gaiemmentl  110 ;  what  the  Fnaldent  anggeat^  tn 
raCennea  to  the  gobject  of  Intarftareiieafhim  abroad  ^Ik 
tba  ilthln  of  Bpanlih  America,  110;  It  maj  be  lald  On* 
la  no  reason  to  a^^vebend  the  Interfbronce  which  R  k 
ptvpoeed  to  denoonc*  to  the  wotM,lll;  It  marbeiril 
the  Prealdeat  doea  not  eipiesa  a  podtlTa  (^dntnn  Ibtf 
tbeae  maanni  ooght  or  will  be  adopted  bf  the  Cob^ih 
at  Pinama,  111;  a  quletmli  fOnnd  Ibr  aH  oar  imprtbM 
alon^  In  the  aiaanneea  of  the  Preeldent  that  -no  aHI- 
ancaa  wUl  ba  ODDtractad,"  and  In  ganerat  ■■  notliliig  wU 
ba  done  laeompatlble  with  our  neotnU^,"  111 :  tnn  to 
the  adTlce  of  Waablngton,  111 ;  one  woold  think  that 


lugoagc  10  plain,  to  clear,  •> 
anf  iBgennltj  of  eoi    ' 


netion,  be  tortnred  Into  a  mnno 

Ibrtlgn  BBtluBj  i'^  the  veij  thing  agalnat  which  It  aaiwid 
na,lll;  another  argnment  Qrged  In  ftror  of  tbla  palW- 
oal  connection  with  SpaDith  America  l^  that  we  owe  tt 
to  the  MUM  of  liberty.  110;  thatbf  doing  lo  ws  will  m- 
cnro  tbtlr  good  will,  which  Is  hlgbl;  Important  to  aa, 
bothlnaoonunercUIindpoUUsalfiew.  IIS;  the  renH 
of  oar  put  eflbrta  to  ooDoiliaM  the  good  win  and  alto- 
Hon  of  thcH  new  Blatee  lObrdi  bat  Utile  gnmnd  to  bepa 
fbr  ncoeM  In  tba  experiment  now  jvopoeed.  111;  can 
tha  element!  of  dlecrepaocj  be  mitigated  or  liiiiimBlaad 
hj  taj  ifrtam  of  polldeal  eonnaotlon  t  IK 

■trioUona  atUmptad  to  be  impoeed  npon  the  nmittts- 
tlonel  power  of  the  Preeldent,  llA;  It  la  nnwit*  tbatw* 
(hoold,  bj  an  iatorhrenca  in  tha  tbrm  of  ndTle^  di- 
minish chat  rMpoulbiUtf  which  the  conatltnlto*  baa 


110;  It  It  be  properfurnatoexpreiioaraplnlaaioatb* 
detalli  of  thla  ndiilon,  hara  w«  not  a  right  tn  ilrmiil 
■U  the  InCmuUon  npon  whkh  the  Preridant  IfuM 
bHaet«d,119;  oonaldo  the natnr* of  th« Invftattoa  w* 
b«T*  leeelTad  ftom  tba  tapnUka  of  Sooth  Amarl»  to 
la  Ouwrw^  lis ;  the  ilak  cT  bdit 
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Umlted 

n  of  til*  MlnllUn  who  «omiHiM  thli  CongiMi, 
U*7  falT*  DO  tarnin  fbr  Bi,  lit ;  It  hu  bew  lulitcd 
tbU  tr  we  Hnd  Mtiittm  ws  ua  eommlUsd  Is  Uk<  pxt 
U  tbe  dsIIbsnUDU  of  tbe  CmigTHi  cMmeanilBf  u  tUi- 

tabopaforuoSeii>lTeuiddehii>lT(*UIUic*,llI;  UigM 
BapubUa  will  havfl  Da  canu  of  Dumplslnt  igBiiuC  ni, 
IIT;  tit  oltJ^ctlDi  li>Iulia«niH  of  •gTHmeBt  !•  that 
It  woold  be  depvUnc  from  tbe  policy  wbleb  Wuhlnf^ 
ton  iMommMidM),  sad  to  whiob  wo  hsT*  itrictlr  id- 
borod  Avm  the  verj  oomnieDeaiDODt  of  the  GoToriiiDOnt, 
IIT;  li  then  ana  who  wonld  biTo  uld  Icm  than  Mr, 
KonnM  Id  lBiS,<n  wbo  wsuld  bow  Hrloiilllg;  tb« 
omdltlon  of  the  Islude  of  Cnb*  ud  Porto  Klco,  US. 

Nimtlie  of  thfl  elnsmatueeB  Incident  to  tnli  mau- 
nrfl  from  tbo  moment  the  iDTltnCloawu  tendorod  to 
thtaaoTemmenttoundMlnliton  to  PuimudowB  to 
the  period  when  the  preiidant  thoogbtDt  to  Iniumlt 
Uemougetu  tbl>Hoiue.U3i  the  Pmldent  ntteinpta 
to  pmre  tlut  onr  oBltiiig  la  the  dolltwnUDDi  of  tliia 
CoDCTSia  doaa  not  Import  ui  aUiuioe  with  the  powere 
then  to  be  uaembled,  left ;  It  now  qipaan  that  we  an 
tAfo  to  Panama  Ibr  thepnrpoaeoTmakJfiffadeclantion 
that  "In  appllcatlw  to  not  own  tarrilorr,  wo  will  pei^ 
mlt  no  Dulonliatlon  on  tbe  part  of  any  fDnJ^  power," 
UO;  ramarka  of  tbe  Praildant  raUUTe  to  tba  *lav* 
bade, ISO;  loHartl,181;prDba)imtrthathronroonnaeli 
peace  and  tranqnlUI^  may  be  leeand  In  Cabeand  Porto 
Blta,  18) ;  tUa  AdmlnlitnUon  baa  abandonad  aU  right 

dant  to  auiborlaa  oor  gulDg  to  wtj  to  pnvent  any  Enro- 
peen  natlonbutBpalD  boiling  Coba,  IBS;  we  bad  better 
Majr  awi7,  ud  act  indapendanUf  of  the  Cdnti«n  at 
Panama.  IM ;  hai  Iba  PreildeDt  been  mindful  of  the  ad- 
Tloe  of  WublngtoB  r  IM ;  tUa  idTk*  aad  the  dacUiatiDD 
a  Uonne,  ISB;  thl*  whole  auheme  of  qnttUnf  oar  own 
to  itand  on  foreign  groand  la  oppoaed  to  tbe  HtUel 
pelloT  of  the  ooantry,  18S. 

This  HoDH  la  munll/  boDod  to  toU  the  aalariea  of 
Unliten  who  bav  bean  oooatltDtloBallT  created  bj 


<a,ltT;  I 


oonatltntlona]  obllgatloD  1o  provide  fbr  a  Mlolatar  la 
eqnallj  iCroDg  u  that  to  cany  Into  dlTeiit  a  treat}-,  lal ; 
a  Ustorical  Tlaw  of  onr  nlaHoniwlth  tbe  Bonthem  Be- 
pohllea,  188;  the  docnmenta  ibow  anfflelent  raaionafir 
(he  adoption  of  the  ameadmeBta,  JW ;  ttie  Freiddeal  hal 
thought  It  better  thli  eonntrj  ihonld  Ineor  the  danger 
ef  becoming  eTODtnally  a  party  to  thla  alliance  than 
ftand  alone,  140;  he  deema.lt  wlthla  the  coutllatlonal 
sompetenoaof  tbe  £ieonttre  taaandUlnletentoPiiu- 
u^liO;  be  put  tha  ual  of  oonlldenea  upon  the  proaead- 
Ingiof  tbe  Baoata,lU;  hoatateeanBottlaetafleeaptlng 
the  loTltatlon  via  to  Indnee  tha  Bonthem  natloni  ta 
ebtnge  Ihalr  rallclon  awl  Introdooe  toleistlon,  141 ;  it  la 
nld  that  theae  amendinanli  Implr  a  wait  of  ooDlUeniia 
U  tbe  Exenttre,  Ul ;  tba  Tait  Importanoe  irf  Onba  to 
tb*  Dnittd  Slatei  may  not  be  genemllj  known,  Ul ;  It  l> 
Itm  man  Importast  In  a  polltloil  than  a  eommenUal 
view,  Itt;  tiM  tpeotaale  that  Cnba  would  preeenl  If 
Colombia  and  Ueike  ibonld  attampt  ta  nvulntionlaa 
It,  141 ;  the  qnttUon  of  alaTary,  14S ;  It  la  lald  tbe  ab- 
Jeoti  of  tbla  Cuegraaa  an  ImperftotJy  Lbawn,  and  iln 
powen  Indlatlnetly  defined,  141 ;  no  (caater  danger  at 
an  dllanee  being  Ibimed  thnraib  tlia  medlnm  of  tble 
mladoD  than  tbroogh  tha  medlnm  it  onr  Ulnlaten  lu 
BODth  Anutlck,  14S ;  the  Ifonroe  doetrina,  lU ;  tbe  Ihta 
of  tha  liland  of  Cuba  M  ooati«ited  with  thii  qneatlan, 
lU;  Ita  olUmate  detUny  la  of  Tiat  Importanoe  to  na, 
1«;  nhoflrtteoDnaated  Cnba  with  tbitniladonr  MB. 
Tbe  firit  qneatlDn  la  tb*  ooaatltBtloBal  power  of  tbla 


rant  or  nftu*  the  appraprlaUoD,  lit ;  tbe 
la  Dot  one  of  a  demand  on  oa  tor  Ihi  aieen- 
laty,  nor  la  It  precUaly  that  of  an  ordinary 
^prc^rlallon  tor  tbe  p^ment  uf  the  lalarleft  of  pre- 
ailataot  offleaiB,  141 ;  ItwlU  cauaa  tha  cUUiaUan  of  a 
eplrit  of  amity  and  good  fating  between  oa  and  neigh- 
bora  wltb  whom  we  moat  neeeaaarlly  ba  on  good  or  bed 
terma,  UT ;  he  who  doei  not  feel  with  patrloUa  aiutta- 
tion  tha  proud,  tha  dignified  place  that  wa  tball  oeonpy 
on  tbla  oceaalon,  sen  Baiar  be  cooilnced  by  argument, 
14T;  who  an  they  wbo  have  given  ns  thliinrltitlonl 
I4T  i  the  adrantaga  to  tha  worid  ftom  tha  dlienajloo  of 
liberal  prtnclplM  of  International  law,  148;  the  objeet 
of  general  nature  lobe  ditcuaied  at  this  meeting  t>  tha 
pnlaotlon  of  prtratc  property  on  tha  oceui,  148 ;  th* 
dlBsuialona  on  tha  daclarettona  of  Hr.  Monroe,  148;  Ibo 
acknowledginantof  rranac  and  Qreat  Britain  reipeet- 
iBg  onr  dadaratlona,  1411 ;  the  Bub]ect  of  tbe  maet  rltal 
Importanae  of  all  Is  the  oocdlUon  of  Cuba. 

Tbe  main  qoeatlon  proented  tor  the  delfbentloD  of 
the  oommlttoe  la,  ahall  we  make  the  appropriation  to 
defray  tha  eipenaa  of  a  mIedoD  to  Panama  T  IM )  tha 
amendments  proposed  are  hoatlle  to  the  spirit  of  the 

tbe  Honaa,  ICkO;  aatna  embeTnaamantbaBbaenfeltfrom 
the  manner  In  which  the  autiltet  haa  baon  presented  to 
01.  ISO;  the  nport  and  raeolallon  of  tha  commltteai 
lU ;  tbe  money  ahall  be  appropriated  provided  It  la  ex- 
pedient, and  It  b  expedient  pnilded  the  amandmenta 
an  adopted,  131 ;  eharactar  of  the  mlsalon,  IM ;  Its  ob- 
Jeota,  Ica ;  some  object  on  accoont  of  tha  noTelty  of  tha 
mission,  lAft ;  othera  complain  that  It  la  a  dapartun  from 
Ibnnar  uiaga,  IBS;  tbe  message  and  dooumenta,  IDS; 
tha  sntiJecta  of  lUleuealon,  1S8  ;  what  la  their  plain 
maaolngl  104;  the  raslstlDg  of  IntarfurBnoa  from  abroad, 
lU;  the  principle  of  coloDliatlon,  154;  other  sobjeata 
ot  dlacatalon,  lU;  U  adopting  a  ayatam  itf  aantbera 
polltlsa  we  ahoald  obaerra  tbo  moat  protonnd  HaatJofl, 
IK;  the  wamlngt  of  Waahlngton,  IM;  an  the  peopio 
of  this  conntry  willing  to  aolar  iBto  alllanoai  with  tba 
npnbllos  of  South  Amariiv  on  thoaa  two  points,  IN ; 
what  groond  la  then  fUr  tbeaa  fears  uf  entangling  alll- 
anaea?ia7;  whj^aheold  they  dcalnanalUaaeeaJfaulTa 
and  defensin  with  os  t  Ifil ;  they  need  no  aUlanea  wltb 
oa,  lAT ;  It  Is  allrgnd  that  one  langoagB  haa  been  hold  on 
tba  other  side  of  tha  water,  and  another  on  this  alda^  ia 
n«ird to Oube,  158;  tbaTiawapres*Dleil toBnss)a,lG8; 
points  npon  which  negotlatlona  tot  peaoe  hate  bean  OOD* 
dotted,  IDS ;  It  It  oar  Interest  that  Cnba  ahonld  remain 
as  It  la,  Ua. 

Only  two  qaeaUons  tor  enr  deelalon;  flnl,  whatkai 
thla  House  will  atanne  lb*  reapoialbiUty  of  w]ibholdiD« 
tha  oidlnary  appnprlatlon  tor  larrylBg  bta  aUtet  an 
euanUre  wtHon  which  tbe  Eiecatlre  Department 
haa  eanatltattanaUy  Instltnted;  wcond,  whether,  if  It 
wlU  not  withhold  the  spproprlaUon,ltwl]l  yet  take  tha 
teqiensIblUty  of  InterpoaiBg  with  Ita  own  opinion^  dl- 
Teeilons,  or  iDstmctloos,  as  to  the  mannai  In  which  thla 
aeasDn  abaU  be  condnctad,  Ut ; 


byTi 


nary  wsy  w. 


I  withhold  tba 
a  heavy  raapontiblUtyt 
lOI;  It  la  naalaaa  labor  to  dlaausa  tbe  kind  of  powai 
wblohthe  Honaabolda  In  tbeea  eaaas,  140 ;  Itlaoorfbr- 
tune  to  ba  called  upon  to  act  ear  part  at  ■  niost  iBtet. 
eatlngerilnbDmanaAIra,lSO;  thla  la  a  mighty  nTO- 
lDtloa,ieO;  It  many  napccla  tha  Ennpean  and  Ameri- 
eaa  natlecs  an  allk^  Hi ;  It  Is  said,  that  the  topic  cf 
BoDth  Amerlean  Independence  la  worn  oat  and  tbread- 
bare,  Kl;  aUngaringaadbopeleia  war  Iskeptspagaliit 
tbaaa  BtaMa  by  Spain,  111  i  It  b  itked.  It  It  la  not  n 
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lotlhli 


HBt-ttlTH  of  the  Bculli  i 

dumtloD  of  tli«  Fnaidant  In  18!S,  1« 
pollUol  btsdCs  thit  M  10  Ihti  d»cl> 
|iulBdlC,igS:  lthiiib«DH)d  Mluii 
t*gae  declsntlon.  16B;  tha  tnnniucnL 

(udtotbelrpraHnmdoIi.tM;  tbut  B 
bright  pigs  Id  onrhLiiorf,  IM;  howiti 
thtnabsuld  nov  be  >Beli  ft  »« IHt  on 
d*cbntlOD  f  IM ;  romu-kl  OB  [h«  iubj« 
liHld.  (bit  if  Spila  ihuuld  uitLai  ToLoDter;  tniufsr  of 
this  Iduid  <a  ■□ut)i«r  power,  ws  ihoDid  h»e  no  rigbt  to 
ln(«f*n.  164;  tb*  grannd  of  ucrpClDn  !■  Mir-pnasrTs- 
thn,  I69j  th>  Prealdsnt  [i  ehirged  with  IncooilateDcr. 
■Dd  In  on]*r  lo  maka  tbli  tut  pnblla  dupiEohH  in 
nad,  ■hlflh  ■nllllata.  tl  la  aild,  with  each  other,  ItK; 
whitare  theCKIat  lU;  pdnihiTebMO  taken  to  prota 
tbat  thg  mnunre  sow  Id  n>iulderaIloD.  and  Indeed.  th# 
«ha!a  poUcj  of  tha  OoTamnMBt  reapeetlDE  South 
America^  la  tha  DDbappy  reoDll  of  tha  Influenco  of  a 
gantlamaa  fOtmcrlx  fllUng  the  ibalr  of  thli  Hodh,  isa ; 
Ta  are  t<dd  that  tha  aaoArj  la  ilelodad  ud  dawlTad  bj 
aiballitls  Hordi,  IM;  theae  Btalai  ara  called  to  mtat 


once  proDd  monmrcby  of  Bpaln,  I(T. 

To  the  EiacDtlre  baa  the  wnitttntlon 
aola  and  sicluilve  >Dpeiln(ani!eDce  of  oni 
11003,181;  gnat  dlTorallj  of  opinion  ai  to 
tbla  GonffrnH,  lAT ;  It  li 


ir  fathen 


nntrr,  1( 


icDtialltj  of  lb< 


tng  In  tlojaa  of  profoand  peace  to  concan  political  meaa- 
urea,  hata  lately  ooia*  Into  Ikablon.  IM ;  ara  we  to  Billow 
tha  example  of  tha  powers  of  EuropaP  IfiS;  we  hara 
lUnlatcn  alraady  reildlng  at  tnoet  of  the  Cunrta  wbcm 
OorarDinenti  are  to  be  repreaantsd  at  Panama,  IN ;  the 
■btrie  alteodod  to  IboH  who  have  aoffldent  ludrpend- 
ODee  to  tblDk  for  tbamaalTea,  of  being  a  ibcdona  oppoel' 

IwTB  been  looked  ftir  from  tlr.  Aduna,  i;i ;  the  snbject 
la  anrronnded  b^  lUuilona  which  rentier  It  dlffleolt  to  da- 
dda  correotl]',  IIS;  a  mora  dingarona  lltutoo,  ai  It  li 
llattariDg  to  our  uir-loia,  la  tbul  of  lappuatng  that  all  Ibe 
MHTemanla  of  onr  GoTemineftt  In  flvor  of  tbe  Bunth 
American!  bare  been  prndaBUf  rrgulated  wllhaTlew 
to  pruDota  the  aitabllibmant  of  fna  aaiarnnirnta  and 

Jest  of  Spanlah  America,  wat  propoaud,  wblle  all  Bpantah 
AmBtlca.eicepl  BneBoa  Arrea.  ret  owned  atlcaat  nom- 
inal obedience  to  Epaln,  IIS;  drcDmitancuqiider which 


not  move  in  oba. 

dience  to  tha 

veof  llbertj-.orwllb 

..lawlopnanote 

tha  eilenalon 

aPmldent  propoaea 

a  tbe  other  ^at 

rableetwltbw 

inotelj  DonnocUd, 

the  great  anbje 

rence  with  tha  do- 

tlkgadthatou 

Mlnlal^-alaognagel 

wlthont  instra 

dona,  lis ;  It  la  eaiarted  that  his  lanenBge 

raferrad  alaiw 

ta  a  pledge  to  oarselvea  and  to  poataill;, 

in;  if  we  ha 

eglien  any  pledge  it 

bai  been  gl>en  to 

powarot  pow 

ra  who  have  a  right  b 

dannedbjou 

aelTea,ire;wh,twM 

^Iglnallr  the  M<a- 

aage  of  Ui.  Uoarea !  1T« ;  what  hu>  It 

becoDie  under  the 

hands  of  this  AdmlnlstntlaD  1 17^ 
of  the  Tight  of  the  allied  aormlgni  ta  do  an  thai  hm 
been  done  bf  tham  to  Enntpe,  and  the  aaaarthia  of  tbe 
rl(ht  or  an;  Ameilaui  alUanee  lo  do  what  it  pleaan  a 


aietnde  the  Idea  of  ton^a^  a 


of  the  Pruddent 

treat;  on  this,  ai 
lean  Bjstam— eoIonliatlDn,  ITI ;  on  this  lubjrct  of  the 
tOnn  oflbe  OoTcnimeBts  on  this  aide  of  the  Atlantle  ■> 
error  mare  btal  to  tbe  fttlnrt  proeperttr  of  this  pe^ls 
eoqld  be  eommltlrd  than  that  at  bellering  that  our  1>- 


eoibdaet  tbe  negotlatlau  nt  PanaAa,  1S3 ;  the  right  lo 
oomnand  and  th4obllgatloatooberareoorrelatlTe,ISI; 
If  tha  HOBao  haa  tha  anlbailtT  to  presertba  to  tha  Pi«j- 
dent  InaCriKtloDa  he  la  Co  gire  to  forelga  Iflolstem,  It 
nuat  hare  some  power  to  entoree  obedience  to  It*  maa- 
datea  on  this  head,  ISg ;  the  prapoaltioDS  now  nnder  eea- 
•Matatlan  dawxnd  ta  partleolan  and  are  conoeeted  with 
thlamlaslonandmikepartof  It,  IM ;  It  la  Bald  tbe  Piee- 
Idant  baa  aaked  tha  Hooae  for  Its  opinion  aa  la  tho  poUcy 
<rf  tblameasnre.lM;  he  huDO  power  by  the eonatitii- 
IcoaB,  Ita  oplDloDa  eg 


fl  before  they 


.  (Ket, 


dopting 


f  tbe  tmmdmebl,  IBS; 

lllons  In  relation  to  our  nentnlllT  1 1 

11  IB  BBia  lormi  are  BDthlng.  It  is  the  sabstanee  *a  an 

tbe  araendmenll  IBS;  aomethlng  has  been  said  oi 
■nblect  af  EiecDtlTa  conlldence.  1S6 ;  the  pawen  of  tha 
Congrcai  of  Panama,  IST;  our  ccmmerdal  coDnecdon  with 
AiaSonth  American  SUt*B.lSI;  by  the  emaadpalioa  rf 
the  Bonth  American  St^ea,  and  tbe  oonseqaent  dnnoU- 
tlon  of  the  Bpanlah  ooIodIbI  ayatem,  we  hare  a  rawly  and 
oonTenlent  mvket  opened  Ibr  all  onr  manotactarea  a>d 
the  prodncta  of  onr  agricnltun.  Igl;  what  was  tbe  son- 
dltloD  of  the  world  when  the  declantloB  of  llonrca  w 
madaTlS§;  iha  call  of  tbla  Honaa  Ibr  tha  treaty  <rf' 1T>^ 
ISS ;  tbla  nation  c^ls  loadly  for  a  apcady  approprlatton, 
IM ;  g«nen>IIona  to  come  will  approTc  our  aels,  ItO, 
It  Is  nid,  that  by  adopting  thlaamaiidmaol  we  aHus* 

treatj-maklng  power  Is  Tested  In  anotfaar  body,  and 
hence  we  hare  no  right  lo  Inatniet  the  PmldeDt,  IM ; 
fewDccssloiia  will  ha  likely  to  arlae,  wherein  It  would  be 
expedient  or  nescaaary  lor  thla  Honaa  to  dedan  Its 
oplnloD  so  inch  aBbJecta,  181 ;  the  law  of  tha  third  rf 
Hsroh,  IBIB,  111 ;  our  abject  Is  to  declare  oar  optntoa  oa 
a  great  mtaanre  of  national  policy,  not  In  the  Amu  <d 
oniclaJ  InstrMctlona,  but  with  a  view  to  w^'^g  knon 
that  opinion  savell  tolhtocber  bnncheaitftbeQaTera- 
mant  as  to  the  world,  IDS ;  Is  this  House  wUhont "  poni 
toecmpal  the  PmldcnfT  IM;  a  case  anppoeed,  IM; 
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out  quUnoitlciB  la  do  uf  lel,  «<  mutt  t»  ratai  wlUi 
•  ditcT^tiaiur/  power  ta  deUrmlnfl  upon  lt«  fixpedJflnej, 
198 :  It  wtll  Dot  tn  prelcndod  Uutt  (Teiy  utlon  Uuit  tiu 
-MtiblldiHl  m»  InitlUtluu  '111  altnyt  ut  vJth  Jiutlce 
liiitBdiipDtei.194;  If  tbo ovJuillT of  lta)> 


iDlhlnk 


[troftbecoD 
vllh  IhB  Sou 
pennlt  coloDl 


■  f  JM ;  whj  it  LI  propoMd  U 
.mfirlcoB  aoverumenta  tlutv 
inoaouctcnlUrrt  ll»:llis 


i;  priDclpIsi  IK  ?reiT  Ui 
!  doubt  Uut  >  poUUol  DO 
1  tha  malMenlsd  Got 


ubeuldlDdeAtnoe 
^nllemen  percelva 
e  hiva  bean  forbld- 
BitnUkroreyideiica 

ata  at  WaaUngloii, 


of  tba  pledge  at  Pasami 
-wliat  neta  are  spread  for 
d«ilU>looklDlo  thedoci 
of  tlie  Auti  In  rolatJon  ti 
u  DlBrilal  BSirqiipar,  I 

(Dca  relaUBEtii  tlila  Congrsia,  tOO;  tha  Fraildent  tblnka 
ha  baa  leaderod  the  meaaure  bannloaa,  aad  promlaoa  not 
to  ■'oomiidti>iKiientnlit7,''e00l  tbe  material  quetUon 
to  be  decided  ii  Tbetber  n  will  approTs  of  the  pur- 
poaea  aTowudl^  Intended  to  be  cOected  at  Panama  at  tbe 
buard  of  an  entutglement  of  wbicb  no  one  can  we  tbe 


rathe  ai 


canae  of  the  relga  of  U 


emailed 


<r,  aoi  1  it  it 

of  tbe  prlaclplet  which  predominated  la  that  da;  f  Ml ; 
an  Inddcal  neTer  to  be  IbrgoIIen,  803. 

ITbat  doei  the  Fregldeat  allige  at  tba  primary  Indoea- 
ment  to  tbe  deputaUon  of  tbe  miaaloD  T  SOg ;  tbe  (taTt 
trade  and  tba  liland  of  Ha^tl,  BM ;  Cnba  and  Pnito  Bleu, 
fiOl ;  ODT  pDllcj  ahoDld  Tar?  according  to  clroamatancee, 
90(;  tbe  tnufei  of  tba  laUnda,  «M ;  we  aland  un«m- 
dlBldea,SM;  thli  mlialon  will  be  wone  than 


•>  ^'^i  ' 


to  do,  S*;  a 
e  ItiSMi 


decent  exenu  a^ntt  the  accept 
VDBld  haTB  tattafled  theee  pewi 
oliJeetlDni  lo  the  mlaslon,  SOd;  catentlble  object  pr  tbe 
Bol/AlliiDU,20T;  thli  dcclaraUon  onghtaotto  have 
been  viewed  ai  a  pledge,  SOT ;  tbe  Ueilcui  Oocarnment 
eaonot  view  II  In  that  light  after  the  iipluatlDD,  wa; 
Ibi  what  io  we  coma  to  this  plwal  SWj  object  of  the 
dedaratton  of  Monroe,  i09 ;  will  this  Honae  aitDDit  to 
glre  InttmoUona  Io  oar  foreign  Klnlatsrs  I  Sid ;  will 
•or  one  protend  to  tbe  right  of  annexing  eondltlona  to 
■pproprlatlona Dlr the tupport of  MlDletent  SID;  what 
ahonU  be  onr  couraa  were  FrtoM  or  anj  other  great 
>e  to  attempt  to  aabjngale  and  plant  Ita 
1  UBilw.CubaDrPortoKlool  £ll;elr- 
woald  be  placed,  ill; 
impt  Jnallfr  oa  In  taking  decided 
It)  Hi ;  the  declaiatloD  whiob  It 
tapnpoasd  tooontlder.Sll;  It  4j  onr  InUreat  that  tba 
iiltnd  of  Cuba  ahosM  be  owned  bf  a  weak  nation  or  re- 
main a  oolonf,  lis ;  tbe  Hol)' Alliance,  !1S;  the  ctioum- 
■tueea  attending  our  Invitation  to  aeod  MlnlaUn  to 
Paauna  dlKloaea  on  onr  port  a  wut  of  delleae;,  313 ; 


Dt  jour  Ulnlitan  Join  In  the  ditouuiont  of  that  Con- 
H,llt;  In  what  attltBdo  doea  Ihla  Panama  Dilaalon 
ganat  SIS;  thla  maaaon  onght  to  ha  arolded  It  pot- 
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tlbl*,llt:  Great  Britain  will  be  compelled  ts  wv*  ■ 
war  agalut  at,  21T ;  retidntlon  of  the  ccmmlttoa  loet, 
SIT;  blU  paaied,  lis. 

In  the  Senate,  nomlnallon  of  Polnaett  In  place  of  An- 
derton,  deceased,  St9;  reeolutlon  that  It  It  Inexpedient 
toappolnt,  l(Mt,S29;  appointment  conBimed, SSS.    St 

pAKua,  ALBioir  K^  Senator  fnm  Ualne,  MT ;  on  the  asi^ 
TiTing  Dffleen  of  the  ReTolDtfon,  1T8-4S9 ;  on  a  grut 
or  land  to  Ken jon  College,  US ;  on  the  duty  on  mo- 
laBei,eM:  on  tbedntrnn  eordege,  in. 

Pay  of  mMU(eri.—Stt  India,  Tola.  3,  S. 

Pavttmt  qf  InUrtH  to  fibUaa— In  tbe  Beoale,  Ull  Ibr  tha 

•  paTmeitof  Inteniton  mune;  expended  in  the  lite  war 
bf  the  Stales,  conelderod,  GIO ;  mored  to  make  tbe  paj-- 
mentt  heretofore  made  appUe^Ie  In  the  Bret  Inttanes 
toextlngolih  tholntoreit,m;  hlttory  of  the  claims  pre- 
ferred bf  the  Blalea,  STl;  motlan  carried,  &71;  moUon 
to  fli  the  rete  of  Intareat,  DTI  \  carried,  All ;  prlncApl* 
apon  which  the  OoTema»nt  baa  bltberto  reftued  lopajr 
toterctt  on  advancee,  STl;  time  when  Intetett  ihonbl 

DTI;  error,  G7S;  caoie  a  tha  delaj  in  lettllng  the  as- 
oonnt^  G79:  other  eauaee,  SIS;  hill  onlerad  la  be  OD- 
gmwed,  BT3. 

Pxuci,I]uTn  J^  OS  u  amendment  to  tbe  conatltatlDii,  IS; 
OD  relnaohment,  TOL    St*  India,  nL  ^ 

Pmal  QKlt^tHtU^lttd  Statu.— SttHUIies,  TOLA 

i>MKMtlary<iilA«/>Mr<d^bIllTelaUieto,m  SttlUdtst, 
to).  8. 

Pmttt^rania  Innrgentt.—S«4  India,  loL  1. 

Ptntim  Sili.  £m>ltMoKaiy.~Stt  Indaa,  tdL  T. 

Pm^ontloiimndtH^lkitrit^eu  ITar  ^  IdlS.— ^h /»- 
dta,  ToL  d. 

Ptrry,  C'ennicHfore,— Is  the  Houe,  a  reaoIuUon  relatlre  to 
the  remoial  of  the  remalBa  o^  oooaldend,  SOS;  letter 
from  tbe  widow,  !£3B;  wltbln  the  eorapetenc;  of  the 
Gecretair  of  tbo  Navy  to  order  i  leaael  to  tonch  at  Trini- 
dad, Wi;  objcci  nottahBTetberemoTildDDelnaecieeTi 
iSS;  that  the  graie  of  Pen;  maj  become  one  of  tbe 
(hrlnetof  theci>nDtr]>,  IM;  niolation  agreed  to,m 

FwTxn,  Gboxos,  onremoral  of  Iheremalna  of  Commodor* 
Perrj,«S§.    «M /lufem  ToL  8, 

FitUiorn,  rtctpUon  qf.—Sn  India,  ytA.  %  and  Inda,  Tola- 


PMladtljMa  Frigatt,  capttr*  t^.—Sn  tbo  Benat^  a  hill  (Or 
the  relief  of  Sutan  Decator  and  otheia,  eoneldered,  4» ; 
a  tlateraenl  of  the  thete  end  of  the  grocuidt  npon  which 
the  committee  proceeded,  tSS ;  extract  of  a  letter  rrom 
Commodsre  Stewart,  «9:  do.  of  Cept.  Speoce, DM ;  do. 
of  Commodun  Chancer,  O"^!  ^  "'  Capt^  Cunne  and 
Bldgolej,  UO;  Decotilr  orlginalsd  tbe  dailag  acbeme, 


>r  RIdgeler,  Ml;  atatement  of  the 
Tanli^aDS;  It  ahrpecanlary  reward 
now  due  to  tbe  cetera  of  the  Philadelphia?  NH;  the 
amount  whlcb  ooght  to  be  gnntad,  MS;  mjUonloM 
the  hlank,  carried,  tIM ;  bill  paiaed,  AM. 
PuMOK,  lane,  RepreaentatlTt  fhtm  New  Jeraef,  tK. 
rtracy  <n  IM  Vat  IndUl.—Slt  Ind^a,  tolt.  T,  H. 
Fliht,  David,  BcpieteDtatlTe  from  Oonneetleut,  90S. 
Polar  EipudlUoD,  memorial  relallT*  to,  878;  dobale  lelatltB 

Pots,  JAMB  S.,  on  tbe  anHndmant  ta  tbe  GOIUtitutl«n,B; 

nlallva  to  the  ChlckHaw  iBd  Cboctaw  Indlaoa,  W7 ; 

fiapretintaUTe  from  Teannaee,  (10;  on  mllltla  ooarta 

Durtlal,  SM.    Set  Indst,  toL  8. 
Portugal,  eomntro*  lattL— ,Sm  /<h(m,  Tdi.  J. 
Podafi  i/ Swpapmrtr-St  Indta,  xH.  & 
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iWiliBi*!!-  Otiurat,  Hilary  ^.—ta  Qm  B*iut«,  ■  bill  to ! 
enuf ,  tamUati,  K4 ;  datjcs  ud  rHponslblUllH  of  tlw 
pQttnitalfrF  eqanJlj  nqwuible  villi  Uia««  of  tha  flf«d  of 
Anj  oth«r  DcputjUAnt,  384 ;  thid  offiuT,  In  tlia  urufo- 
iMDt  of  hUtIu.  bH  b«u  left  boblsd  bl>  cUb,  »4; 
bin  1>  u  tnnoTitlDB,  184 ;  uceptJotutilo  In  tli*  skBd*  of 
bringing  fbrnrd,  3U;  It  pUoM  Ui  HUiy  iboTO  I 
lheV<»  Pruriddot  wdCUef  Jiutloe,S8«:  bUl  pWMd, 
taS;  Procmdlngi  In  Um  Hau^  4tl.  .Sm  7iut«z^  toL  & 

PoiC-C>lll»— /<H  /■«f<«,  TOL  1. 

Poai-OMtt  PalnmoffA—Stt  /lutati,  vol  t. 

Potonoo  JNiir  Ai^pt.—^u  Aulai,  toL  S. 

Fomu.  Alt«s  H.,  on  SodQi  Amerinn  nUtlont,  U,  M,  Tl; 
on  the  Piunu  Ulaalan,  W ;  on  frse  nrgrou  In  lb*  Die- 
tilct  or  Colombia.  SM ;  on  the  ippolntment  oT  CbmrgtM, 
an;  repotU  OB  (Ve«  bbicki  In  Uie  DIetrict  of  Colnm- 
SJS;  onenffennbrflnlnAIenndrU,aB8;  onElsT 
lBtluiDliMctofColiimble,4ia.    «H /lufa^  toL  & 

fn-tntpMcn,  Ut  RtgU  qf.—Stt  Aufea,  toL  I. 

PrmtnUlaMinitltr*.—Si»Znaat,foLi. 

\et  i»,—S4t  /ntUa,  ToL  1. 

(on  In  M«  BoiiH.—St4  ladtK,  toL  B. 

Prtvtnn  QHrtUm.—Set  jKdm,  toIi.  1,  <  tL 

i^ioDt*  j:a«et  <<i  i0t-<iM.— >Su />Kf«l^  ToL  E. 

iV*n(eir«.— 5ea  /iKfeii.  Toti.  4,  D. 

fnpai^aHng  Ue  Ooiptl  OBHnig  Ho  ifeaUoii i8m  JJHln, 

TOLI. 

PrtfUdtvt  DuUf—Ba  InOm,  toI.  I,  end  Ind4^  vole,  (^  «. 
i>ii<fM  OK  Intj»rt$. 

PuiUa  Butldltv.^SM  Aulm,  to1»  G,  T. 

Ai»U<  I>^vUtn.—Set  Indta,  toL  T. 

AiMlo  Doeuaitiitt,  •tppruHoK  qf^^Ste  Iwitu,  toL  T. 

FulMo  DAt.—ln  the  Seneto,  ■  nmliitlun  reletjre  to,  eon- 
Eldend,tlie;  quoiUonof  error  In  the  oonitrucUon  oftbe 
BLnklng  FaDd,  GiR;  <u(«,  SSO;  utora  and  amonnt  of 
oneipended  bolenoea,  ASO;  the  propoeel  to  rep«]  the 
reeemtlan  of  too  mlUloni,  SSI  \  the  uthorlly  given  to 
the  Commlulnnera  b;  tb«  Mh  MoUon  of  the  Slnklog 
FiiBd,  Ml ;  ihell  (hU  (conmaleUon  of  moBo;  go  to  the 
tank  (br  nothing,  or  he  Uilehed  npoB  nnluoiiD  ud  db- 
hnovehle  objecli,  or  be  nppll«d  to  the  redoctlOB  of  the 
pnblle  d«bl  t  HI ;  who  object  to  confbTring  enthoritr 
upon  lb>  CuinmladonereT  Ii81i  on  the  probable  time  In 
which  the  debt  will  be  pild,  DM. 
Bo  arroi  in  tbe  act  of  Uareh  I,  ISII,  either  In  prlndpla 

ncted  to  bo  reeerred,  M4;  further  <1obaK,  HS;  are 
theee  ohfccis  of  more  preidog  Importane*  (ban  Iba  pa^- 
mont  of  tbia  additional  two  milUou  to  tbe  public  debtl 
BM;  balanco  Id  the  bank,  tM;  hrther  romuti,  BtT; 
resolution  agreed  to,  BtT. 
PubUe  Laiuti,  Graduation  (n  U«  priet  (if.—ls  the  Boate, 
tbe  bill  rclitlre  lo,  eonildered,  MS ;  Interest  ftalt  bj  the 
people  lit  Alebsma,  In  the  bill,  Ei48:  rights  aeqnlred  hj 
tbe  United  g|jiti»,bTaoDqaest,  MS;  tbe  conTojanoe  vf 
TiiBloKOtf;  all  theBtatMOOtitlnd  to  tbelr  wiato  land 
at  tho  close  of  the  war,  114»;  anew  era  ocgorred  befbre 
my  now  Btatea  were  admitted.  U»:  could  anySUtsi, 
bj  cnmpiKt,  conlir  their  iovofelgntr  npon  the  United 
Btatfa,  AM ;  the  prlndplei  of  tbo  law  of  natlona,  Wl ; 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Eieontiie,  tbro<igh  tbo  Bee- 
»Urj,  W  pre>ent  oralgralloB  to  the  new  DUtt*,  »1 ; 
It  la  Bald  the  gradnatlng  principle  of  tbe  bill  will  produce 
■  rapid  deprMslatloD  iD  the  priea  of  the  pabllc  Und,  Ul ; 
the  Mende  of  the  pteieot  land  sretein  ate  tbo  latt  tbat 
oBght  lo  aj  wr  thing  about  apMaUUoa,  091 ;  II  Is  aald 
to  bo  dangerou  ud  Immoral,  to  oncourafo  a  ajstem  of 
qKeolitlon  imoBg  our  dtlaeni,  bOS. 

A  meunre  ealcn]*t<d  to  ^TeeTorj-man  ■  tuune,  thonld 
flad  an  odvocato  In  'evorj  patriot  and  pbllanthroplit, 
Kl ;  elgbt  Btatea  and  Territorios  h*To  memorlallied 


Congreii  on  this  ntjeet,  fiSI  j  lUftrn) 
"by  CoDgres  for  tbe  disposal  of  Its  da 
of  gradoatlan  propOBfld,  H8 ;  amount  of  land  oftrsdkr 
sale.sn;  the  population  willing  to  eoltlnte  thiH  bs^ 
BC8;  tbe  Don  f nfleilble  Tfrtne  IbuBd  ucoiii  Iha  n^ 
pennrloos  of  oar  oltlnB*,  <W ;  the  popoktloa  nit  if 
the  Alleghanlea,  AM ;  otjoeted  that  tbe  meaaore  nlU  B- 
duo*  emlgtatloD  tram  tbe  older BUtci, AK ;  ItlioUt 
reduetloDof  price  will  enoaarageq>ecuIitlon,ATO;eAtt 
upol  the  BhUccootthe  oountry.  BII);  IheprorlsiMil 
propoMS  lo  make  In  flior  of  the  aetoal  settler,  tm. 
Objects  of  the  Mil.  GTS;  amount  of  land  held  brttt 

BIS;  their  practical  effect,  SIA ;  obJecdom  (D  the  M^JH; 
the  price  of  all  the  land  held  by  IndlTldnili,  wllj  bemk 
to  tbe  scale  of  prlcH  flied  In  theblll,Sn;  nOMilll 
bnj  until  the  Undg  tUl  to  Ihe  loweat  pKnc,  Sil ;  sffn- 
bendoB  of  speculatora,  STS;  the  Fedtral  GoTomsfil 
will  not  get  Ibe  Taine  of  Its  laoda,  ST9;  the  deiallm 
eluiae,  GTS ;  eitnet  thim  the  British  Qnutertr  Bnt«, 
BT>;  Its  libellous  cbarKte[,Sr>;  Ibe  ceslon  eUosa,M; 
fErtber  deUte,  SSI ;  bUl  rejected.  SS9 ;  motion  Urtta- 
elder  laid  db  the  table,  A§1.  St*  Inda,  iiA.  i. 
PkUIo  Zaiidj.-Ju  AuIiB,  Tolo.  1,  £,  1,  S,  T. 


KjiwaT,  Watiaa,  RepmentatlTa  from  PenUTlf»ta,  M 
Kakpoltb,  Jobi,  on  Oie  Mlary  of  tbe  Poetmasler-eeHiA 
S84;  BepresentaUTO  from  Tli^nla,  dO*;  en  Ibsosiif 
MBrlgnfD'AiitoilTC«8S-«3;  relatire touptuvliU- 
cans,  HA ;  on  the  amendment  of  the  mlee,  KM;  01  Daa 
courts  martial,  MS;  on  retrenchment,  irfr48S-m  bt 
Ad«B,«lfcB,a.4,5.*,T.8. 
Bunn,  CmriTDFHBi,  deoeaae  D^  H    tSM/iKfo^Tskl,!. 

Aeal  Mots  aiul  jloeas,  HfooMoB  tf,—Sft  Itdet,  vi.  I 

JoHIr,  OB  BoDtb  American  relatliuu,  13 ;  on  the  In- 

«.    £»/iuf<«CToU.S,T,  a. 
KtpofUn  te  tke  Stnait,  ordered,  4IB. 

'MentaUon,  roHo  o/.—Sti  Indrit,  loli.  \.%^- 
'efentoMoM,  qvat^UxMin  i^.—Sei  Inda,  ml  ( 
Sn*ff*aHim,  dott  aeautt  avaeant^t—Ste  I'ldft.itLt 
RanlutUM  relatlTB  Id  the  deoriee  of  ChitstniriHr  BalU, 
S4 ;  ivlaUTC  lo  a  western  anuorr,  4; ;  relalln  le  nlf 
tiDDs  of  the  United  Statea  with  Booth  AmethMi  Btt** 
4B^;  calling  Ibr  Information  rclatire  to  ecnlk  lB«>- 
(U  relations,  Tl;  relallra  to  a  national  Sonthnn  iM 
TT;relaUve  lo  tmisoesof  iliro  TMseU,*!;  relslhi  " 

Hon  fcr  the  Panama  MlBinn,  KO,  Bl ;  relallrr  to  the  » 
alienation  of  CDba,  lis ;  ralatlte  to  Iheremilnsof  Con 
Ferry,  ISS;  on  deoeaH  of  Nicholas  Van  l>fl:e,  W; « 
deoease  of  Jooeph  Uellvalne.  M«;  on  sppolnlmnt  (f 
conunlCteeo  In  tho  Senate,  W8 ;  relatlre  In  tbe  emlps 
tlon  of  Indians,  8U-S4S;  relatlr*  to  encmMhDal  ■ 
Uie  Choctaw  landa,MT;  on  deccoH  of  Boberi  F, Ht«T> 
US :  on  deonsa  of  James  Johnaon, »«,  on  itttm  •/ 
Hcntj  P.  ■Wllsan,  SAO;  on  a  wwtom  annorj.  «B0;  • 
free  negroes  In  the  District  of  ColDmbla,  SD;  relatin 
to  the  latbmns  of  Fuama.  Kt;  on  lotenul  la^m- 
ment,  U»-M1 ;  relallTa  to  tbe  SB»rin;  Oreetl,  Ml 
relatlTB  to  the  Florida  Indiana,  M«;  relatire  lo  i  ItaT 
Tard  at  FhIhdelpbta,Mt;  on  nmoral  of  Aota'i*' 


D,slz.:l,yGOOglC 


^uu,  B69 ;  on  cxportaHon  of  tnt  people  of  color,  8T0 ', 
OD  tht  ■ppolntmeotorChu^tedogASilna.STl;  nUtlTe 
to  BeTolntiaui?  pMuloaen,  S79 ;  nlillva  to  preHm- 
tloo  of  Uts  o>k  Umber,  STS;  nliUt*  tu  lud  titlsa  [s 
Arkiiuu,STB;  on  Ua  Hdltton  Uv,  SSS ;  nlntlTe  Is  mf- 
hren  by  lln  In  AleuDdrlm,  3SI ;  rtlnUTC  to  dfif  uxl 
diuDb  nijlinii,  4W;  nliUn  to  Osorglii  mi  tht  Cr»k 
Indluia,410;  roUtlTe  to  a  caiul  ronod  UdkIo  tboAli, 
418 ;  nlitlTa  Co  tonltoilil  OoTsraon,  4X1 ;  ol  Oaoit  to 
tbs  Sprier,  Ml  I  on  (nlwuipUoD  to  ■  Stglitsi  of  Ds- 
ImI«,4U;  nlUlTa  to  OoorgU  ud  (he  Uoltad  Btata, 
4M-M9 ;  nUUro  to  nporten  toi  the  Seute,  iW ;  nit 

Of  tbs  KoTolatlon,  «IS ;  on  (lie  deoeue  of  U|}Dr-OeDenl 
Broi>lk.a!S;  rolstJTa  to  tha  pabUo  debt,K!ti  reliUTe 
to  i^arnmant,  US ;  nlitlTe  to  tbe  Buk  of  the  tJnltod 
BUte8,m;  nlXlre  to  lud  irimntg,<S9;  nbUva  lo 
>  wfsUn  nitnocT,  OSS ;  nlitlia  to  ramovd  or  tb*  Id- 
dUni.<a;  relidva  tolhaoouttnniparUtlDnoflliTa*, 
CM;  relmUTa  to  ■  cusi  la  Michigui,  BHI;  relitlietot 
Pointing  of  the  bUtle  of  New  Orlius,  197;  relittve  W 
the  ooHt  iDrreT,  MO ;  nUUva  lo  uptnrad  Afriouu, 
«M;  tBlmtlTa  to  mUltla  oonrta  nwttUl,  Ht;  kUUt*  (o 
tha  deoaue  of  Gaorg*  Holcomb*,  USj  nlatlTt  to  ta- 
tnncbment,  K>. 
BttrttekmaiL—la  tha  Houe,  reaolntloni  eouldared,  6«8; 
they  conlamplata  the  aatabliabment  of  a  gmid  Dattona] 
truth— that  a  mtlonal  debt  la  a  oatlonal  ODne,  andihonld 
ba  dlBchu^  wtth  «iB*eDlaiit  deipatch,  H> ;  olbarpiop- 
«alUaia,M(i;  the  ODDOoeaaarj  noinbar  of  oSlcen,  MS; 
■alarlea  to  be  rodocad,  070 ;  noneeeBiary  eipabdltoxaa  of 
pnbliomonar,  «;0:  printing  Ig  the  flratltaoiln  thellit 
of  extravaganca^  ATO;  It  la  lald,  aalarlco  ahoold  ba  ra- 
dnccd.  6T1;  nnainplored  military  offleera,  DTI;  ontavD 
compeuatloc,  S71 ;  ean  an;  avU  molt  tnm  ordering 
thli  Inquiry  rOTl;  all  Ihepoblls  aipendttnna  abonld  be 
anttJactad  to  a  moat  ilgid  eumloatloD,  dTI;  thli  teaota- 
thin  cannot  aHompUsh  tha  ntbnn,  ini ;  doUea  of  fifth 
•ndlCor,CTll  thaanbject  ofonr  ovnpir,  (IS. 

Thia  raRinn,  a  case  vbleh  oogbt  to  begin  at  home,  BTI ; 
panlculai*  In  vUeh  tha  eipaoHs  of  the  GDTemment 
ue  too  high,  SIS ;  whentTar  money  la  plenty,  and  eiary 
thing  la  at  tha  highaat  prloa,  that  prica  fbnna  a  good 
naaoD why  salsllcg  mutt  ba  ral»d,<n;  thatlaagood 
goierament  which  takai  from  tha  paople  nothing  that 
tt  can  ipare,  STfl  i  objeot  to  abollab  naaleaa  offlcaa,  radnoa 
aitraia^iut  ululai,  and  ivply  tha  lavlDga  to  ttaa  pay- 
ia«nt  of  Eha  dabt,6n;  oomalon  when  the  anny  waara- 
daead,  Vtii  fiiahloiuble  to  Bay,  va  are  diaeharglnji  the 
national  debt  rapidly,  079 1  utInguishmBiit  of  tha  debt 
h«a  baea  rapidly  adTanclDg.  C80  \  only  ona  bill  paesad 
thb  snelon,  and  that  to  provlda  pay  for  the  mambara, 
(SO;  the  geDlleman  from  KenCachy  epeaki  the  houM 
oplolos  of  iOTan-alghtbi  of  the  Tolara  of  lh>  oonndy, 
aw ;  It  It  said  tha  partlcolv  mischief  ebould  ba  polDlad 


anded  to 


!medr,K 


tlon  of  thla  me 

would  do  good,  e»;  let  xa  basin 

by  radnclng  oo 

ti»iT«d,e3ij  no 

11  In  any  thing  bcDtflelal,  tBt :  ob- 

l«>t(oa«»rt.i>. 

bn.a.a^l.tinthopnblloa.p,Bdl- 

tiuet,we;lf  aboaaa 

aiiat,  whora  la  tha  fcBitt  SSt;  the 

qnaatlon  la,  w 

atha 

prodigal  and  w 

oi.a,ofiiot,«8a;  If  it  la  acM  tha 

bat  ba  made  to  appear,  and  ba  rapoftnd  to  n,  and  let 

await  him  (ram  an 

lodlgnantpoblKCM;  WwlPoUt 

Aada«.y,  SM 

praiiDoB  propoBiUon  praxnted,  tS4: 

e  Pn>iIdant,S83i  a  pnwp«ct  of  do- 

ing  ..methlng. 

«S6; 

daalra  to  do  the  pobllc  bualDna, 

beenipaalllad,  (Hi  amaudiiiaiit  to  tha  amendment  of- 


fored,  «8S ;  not  eonaiatent  w 

th  the  dignity  of  thli  Hooh 

ny  quwtlon,  whiah  l>  elthar 

Intended  or  calcoUted  to  hara  a  pDlllloU  baarlog  on 

either  political  party,  MS  :l 

nthladlaeDaslon.t8T;  twa 

Dapartmenta  of  the  QoTcr 

meBtw<!llorganlHd,SSTi 

how  were  (heie  Improveme 

ta  em»Ced,SST;  iD  rata  to 

attempt  baDedcUl  ralhnna, 

nn1e»  proper  m.n  are  at 

tha  head  of  Departmeota,  SST;  the  Hoom  appeul  to 

deem  the  tnqglry  uaccasaTy 

and  proper,  «8S;  Admlnla- 

applfnitlon  of  the  Tarloni 

contingent  f^nda  pUccd  at  their  disposal,  (88. 

Thla  Hoo«)  la  converted! 

loan  eleetloBeerlnirnraui, 

pecollar  .tats  of  thing.  U 

whIchwa.«,«98;nom«, 

honldbo  trnatedtotryhH 

posed  lo  (Its  np  lU  patronage,  SKI ;  we  ara  aiksd  wh^ 
do  yoQ  not  apecl^r  SSI ;  Cha  pablle  pTiDtibg,  fl9l ;  othar 
abuses,  ««;thlBlniialry  will  andlnimohe,  <>i;"maatar- 
lyloactlTlty,''ll»;  fio<<,an;dDty  of  the  Committee  on 
Fabllc  EipeDditarea,  Sra ;  necesiKy  of  the  reiolatInD  pra- 
elBdeil,SM ;  oljeot  of  the  dlKOBloB,  OS;  Wsat  Pqlnt,«ej 

SSg;  •DpemnmeiarlesatWeat  Point,  W8;  strange  oouiM 
arargoment.CH;  let  ni  aee  IT  the  AdmlnlitrmUiin  la  ii 
pure  as  tbeywoDld  hare  ntbelleTe,«M;  nbasea,SHj  a 
proepeet  of  tha  excKamant  being  allayed  by  means  at 
tha  molDtlon,  MS;  thla  la  a  qDesClon  which  does  not 
eharaolarlia  party  la  tbl>  Hoosa,  MB ;  mannsr  In  whldh 
eadetl  ware  Introduced  at  Weat  Folot,  MB;  bencOta  of 
the  Mllllary  Academy  are  glnn  to  the  well-bom,  SW; 
who  are  In  thla  academy  t  MC;  the  supposed  prodigality 


them 


larhb 


ctof  tha 


for  declamation,  MS;  ancharlUble  to  make  tUi 
.  wKliont  better  InlbrmatloD,  MS;  thla  Ullltair 
myahoDLlnaLbeahuIlahed,m;  It  Is  eomplalnad 
hOe  an  now  aereral  anpemnmerary  eadeti,  OT; 


Uoaof  the  resolollon  not  crDeDnble,MB;  aPraildent 
sot  reoeliliig  tha  gr^ateat  nnmbar  of  votes,  MS;  what 
dedaratlona  have  been  nuidetMIl;  tha  Admlnlatiatloa 
fiai  DO  Inqnlij  or  scmtlny,  SM;  a  waid  In  regard  t« 
Weat  Point,  M9 ;  amoont  of  the  aoma  placed  at 
cratlonary  dlapotal  of  the  Frealdent,  TOO ;  < 
Brat  proposIUoa  of  the  unendtDeBt,  TOO;  the  n< 
(inlry, "(» ;  West  Point  mora  eraditable  to  thla  Gorem- 
mcn(  than  any  other  InaCICatlDn  in  it,  TOI;  for  whom  It 
ahodid  be  made  a  aehool,  701 ;  furtbar  remarks  relatlT^ 
to  Wett  Point,  7Di;  noia,Ii»;  WiahingViD  adduced  a« 
thefiinndar  of  Veat  Point,  TOi ;  the  eunUngent  Rud  <rf 
the  Government,  IBS :  a  well-  timed  proposition  fUr  n- 
trcncbmFntui>tDb]ectlonabla.TOt;  cnnsequeaceaofbrllic- 
Ing  tha  Pruldtntial  canTaaa  Into  thla  Ilunae,  to  be  depra- 
cated,  704 ;  eubjocte  bronght  ooder  dlienaalan,  704 ;  tha 
AdmlnUtntlon  or  Waahlngtnn  and  party  spirit,  TOfl ;  Ad- 
mlDlitrationof  Jeirenon,TIIC;  objects  of  biloglng  thai* 
ftota  ftirwant,  lot ;  thesCmctare  of  oor  intUtntlona  at- 
taoked.TOS;  what pruSl will bederivedtromthladebat*, 
707;  eTeryane,almaBtwIlhonteieeptIon,BeeDis  to  yield 
aiaeat  to  tfaeae  rcaDlatloiu,70T;  the  people  will  attend 
to  the  election  of  Prealdent  themaelTca  If  pannlttad  W 
to  do,  TOT  i  most  fbnnidahia  prrpanUona  for  «Dtini]lB( 
the  debate,  70S ;  too  mneb  TlgHance  oBUot  exist  on  tha 
part  of  the  anUi«1ilH,  In  walchlDg  the  pobllo  expendl- 
tarss,  TOfi;  cannot  expecl  tbs  ristoriona  party  t«  aelast 
their  adTinailea  in  tbe  dlatrthnthm  of  patmnsga,  701; 
Tba  promlneal  point  of  Isiniiy  baa  aow  bMMM  tt* 
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t'migD  iarrJu  of  the  coDDtTj,  uid  the  expendlUii 
tli«  fundi  ipprapdntfdfbrdalVsrliKlU  sIpeBH,  TIO;  u 
Important  topic,  TIO ;  boir  Drdsnd  bj  Ih*  «on  jtit 
710;  tbc  Isw  nliUve  Iheiito,  Til ;  Hit  U<r  oCFab] 
ir«e,71Ij  aabHqaciit  kU,T11.T1I;  Um  lUowuk. 
tba  PrnldtDt  wscD  Iba  Kti  ot  oUiar  AdmlDlaCntJou, 
T12;  Ur.  Adiaub*doolhLnstadDirllhKUIlI«hliovn 
■ocounu,  II!;  iDfoirlpi  ULnlBtcrbuncaiTiid  Imi  tlus 
bo.  718;  hli  aarrlcu,  TIS;  Iha  illowuee.  Tig,  TU; 
cku^miipDii  hUMeDd4,T14;  cvTTlbg  tha  WIT  loto  Af- 
iira,Tlfi;  amilterof  i¥e>nlDDtorlet7,TlIl  chupH,T1I; 
diplomatic  eipeiwM  of  UiaaDTenimeiiI,T13;  unallulA- 
^iF^T]S;  "  wait,  wait,  tliar*  li  ■  UoD  In  tbs  path,"  II* ; 
parod;,  Til ;  what  oould  caoaa  tba  old  KapubUcin  patj 
of  ^'ewEnnkDd  to  ba  Dow  HHog  vlth  ni )  TW :  Pst«r 
Purcuplw,  TJO  i  HoDilaDr  tfuon,  TtO ;  iILlUR  between 
Iwo  (teat  Iskden,  Eul  and  Wut,  Ttl ;  Qem.  Jaekaon'* 
talcDU,  Ttl ;  IDlgar  emn  Uut  leirnlnf  and  vUdom  nn 
irnonynwoa,  THl  Ctomwetl,  TSl;  WashtD^n,  TtS; 
tba  preeoflt  Cdilnet,  TWi  pMiolUtltlii  of  Uleot,  TiS; 
tuttbar  KmukB,  TU-IST. 

One  UiiDg  to  offiiT  a  raaolntion  like  tbe  pment  and 
anolhet  Udn;  to  lote  on  11,  T18 ;  naaon  wtf  Ue  rasolu- 
tlun  ahoQM  not  bkn  beenbnagbt  forward,  118;  point* 
of  the  resolution  conalderMl,  IS* ;  parment  on  the  debt, 
1M;  bow  la  the  annnal  eipenditura  diitribnted,  T81 !  If 


Uclialwa] 


ion  on  tbe  table,  IS* ;  Die  dl| 
eoaairj  bio  been  charged  w 
iganc^  188 ;  this  point 
predous  gift,  IS 


larihe 


Jiblderad.  Tsa,  lU; 


er  BepubUca  and  MonarcUea,  TU ;  the  Bepah- 
dan^rln  tlmeallkatha  preaant, 
1S6;  tha  pretant  AdmlDittratlanhiiTe  not  the  leait  claim 
to  merit  for  paylig  the  pabllo  debt.  lU  ;  obaamtlou 
OD  tha  laat  PtealdeatUl  election,  TM;  the  precedent  of 
the  lut  election,  If  canflnned  hj  the  peiiple,  will  h« 
most  doQ^eroui,  TAI;  what  waa  tha  flrat  Important  aoB  of 

pcniei  of  foreign  Inlemnrse,  lET,  183 ;  did  CoagroH  erar 
mean  the  outfit  ibouM  be  allowed  upon  the  tiwufai  oTa 
Ulnhiter  from  one  ogart  to  another.  TS* ;  accounts  of  Mr. 
Adams.  78*,  740;  eonitmetlva  Jonmer.  741;  billiard 
tablo  Id  the  Trwldent's  Honia,  141 ;  lu  what  manner 
on^ht  oar  Ulniatera  U>  appeu  abroad,  T4X ;  example  of 
the  ltolDan^  T4S. 

Two  featnrea  eommoB  to  all  tka  proposlUong,  T4S ; 
tCBWint  IM  a  revlilon  of  tba  aipantai,  141 ;  It  la  eild  tba 
AdminUtratlon  Is  dladngulshed  Ibr  eitraordlnarT' aoono- 
raT,;44;  eiainlDed, T4i;  tuaonitlof  contribntlonsleTled 

the  Qo>erDnient,T«d:  aitnat  from  JsSeison'a Uaaaaga, 
T4; ;  wbut  respect  bu  bean  pold  ij  the  AdmlolstratlDn 
tl  those  great  maxima  of  fisnl  responttbllltf  Ineulcatad 
by  JeB'erMn,T43;  why  li  tha  proposition  of  retrench- 
mcDt  metu  an  attaek  on  tba  AdminUtratlon  143;  sum* 
fumlsbed  the  present  AdmlDlatratlon,  T40;  Increase  In 
b  •ggr  g>te  oipandltnroe,  IM ;  Executive  MspmalMe, 
TSn  rt  ar  debate,  191 ;  resolutions  adopted,  TU. 
S        u    C  Utri.—Stt  Inara,  lol.  4. 

Rn     w  BU  for  tba  dirtrlbutloa  of;  2sa 
R6C0I    Urn,  SarvMng  qffltfri  o/.-la  Hit  Hoiua,  a  bUl  fhr 
h    re       o(  considered,  SIX;  tha  offlMia  of  tha  armj 

HOD  nllh  their  Cellow-clllzenB,  to  bear  losses  St3;  lat- 
ter of  WaiihlDgton,  El*;  manner  lu  which  tha  officert 
were  paid.il*;  proceedicgi  In  relation  to  the  oSoen 


aeennla  priiidpla,  £90;  tha  anna  pnmad,  HI;  (k* 
tight  af  tba  ehtlmaDla  Is  fbnitded  opoD  a  Mtlemn  eontnet 
dallbcnlely  entered  Into  batwaen  tha  ofOeara  and  thclt 
Ooramment,  S3I;  elreiimstanceo  which  preeaded  and 
led  to  Its  adoption,  ns;  what  angagcmrDt  more  obBg^ 
lorj  f  what  conliaot  could  create  a  elaarer  right  or  In- 
poea  a  otrungET  abllgotlonl  S^;  has  the  OnieramMt 
pirtiirmMlitapartofthaeoDtTaelim;  the olillgatioB rf 
a  eontnci  can  onlj  he  dlisolTad  bj  the  same  puwar  that 
omltd  It,  3Si\    whit  Is  tba  caoH  of  tbair  GantiBDed 

I7S8.«28;  lts<q>eraUan,t!SiihaUweutBpIlmelnhai 
oF  thalr  claim,  and  laf  wa  hold  jaa  to  tha  strieLast  let- 
ter at  theeontract,  tSl:  did  the;  ever  refui*  to  marek 
aad  meet  tbe  cnem^  liecansather  were  not  piUd  as  tka 
Gorammeut  pmmliedI2I4;  not  mora  tLaBona  Uos- 
aondclalmanta  under  this  act  of  sverr  dncrlptloii,  SB ; 

toda  olono,  123;  the  hlstorr  of  Ibis  claim.  t!S;  action  ef 
CoDgrea  IB  1771,  tiS;  tba  hilf-paj  moIatiiHi,  SWi 
hnw  was  this  oonmct  parfbnnedt  IM;  how  did  tba 
offlcen  oetT  *2<l;  did  tha  Qaiermnant  (Tat  paifcim 
Its  second  stipulation  to  the  otBcersr  £»;  tha  n^ 
Dmrlallsta  ask  Ibr  tha  eqallable  perfhrnunce  vt  a  eoq- 
tnct,  !M;  what  ware  tha  teims  of  tba  eontnct  belweu 
the  Oovernment  and  the  memoilallats  1  XU ;  It  ti  alnuat 
needleia  to  aay  that  the  opinions  of  Qan.  tdahlngton  Mi 
this  aiih;ect  are  cntltlad  to  Implicit  conaduea,  Sn ;  •»- 
tlon  of  Congress,  ^T ;  how  woe  the  contract  perfanna4 
on  the  psrt  of  the  Oaremmeat  I  Sil ;  offer  to  the  oA- 
eera,KT;  nopeifurmaneeof  thIsnaweonlT>M,3SS;  Uiey 
abandoned  the  power  of  compeHIng  a  redreoa  of  Ibelr 

Tha  ohjHt  of  the  bill  Is  to  proilde  ■  compansalloa 
fhr  a  lose  the  surrlTlng  offlaara  of  tba  BaTcdotioB  bnTe 
■nst^nad  In  eonsaqnanoe  of  thalr  not  raeaiTlng  what 
thsT  were  enUtled  to,  H3;  what  ware  IhcfcBlltled  tol 
ZiS;  italement,n9;  thegorcmmeutla  bonnd  to  moka 
good  any  loss  that  oect^rred  In  conaeijqencc  of  not  fnl- 
flUIng  Us  cautiact,  «9 ;  the  siridlan  of  Iha  BsTolBtioa, 
380 ;  thalr  wagea  iSa  \  IndependcBtl;  of  the  deprecia- 
tion of  tha  paper  wu  hare  nerer  paid  the  f^  UBOabtef 
the  p^>er  or  Dertlllcates  which  we  compelled  tbc  eoldlCT 
to  racalve,  B80;  tba  soldier  had  a  right  to  dansBd 
raonej  of  us,  and  that,  too,  at  a  lima  wheo  bo  wm  ll 
tha  utmoat  need  of  It,  ISO ;  elalnu  which  ilma  aoldlen 
Blight  present  upon  do,  tSI;  diitrsia  of  tbaarmjr,  SHi 
grounds  npon  wbieh  iijjustloe  has  been  done  to  the  aot 

011SI7  wtobgadF  Sfti;  statementa  of  tha  Newbnrg  let- 
tan,  18*;  It  Ls  said  the  claim  of  the  offlcen  la  one  Bot 
of  jDstlee  bat  of  gratltiide,  IS*;  how  waa  this  oeeoBBt 
paid  which  it  Is  wished  to  coodder  as  dcoed  J  ns ;  It  ii 
Slid  that  other  cIooh*  snihred  a«  much  as  Ibooa  tcr 
whom  laliefls  BOW  BOEgfat,  188;  It  is  sold  Iliat  tlie  nUef 
which  this  hill  proTldai  Is  ■  pramlnm  00  oldacfl.n4; 
theetandliigdebt,9S3;  now  la  tha  Uma  &ir  tba  partem- 
anea  of  this  act  If  It  Is  ctst  to  ba  mode,  »«. 

In  the  goDotcablll  to  pioTldefH,  aomiderad,!^; 
object  to  provide  both  Ihr  the  offlcen  and  aoldlns.  4T> ; 
It  anj  dIserlminatlaB,  It  IheBld  be  in  IhTor  of  tbe  ed- 
dlar«,47*;  Importance  and  delicacy  of  tha  BDl4eet.4iV; 
dimenldes  which  attend  a  aatlsbctor;  datormlnotloB. 
4T«;  the  caoae  In  which  thejr  were  angaged,  430;  tha 
promise  made  by  Congreao,  480 ;  rcaults  anbmltl^  by 
tha  ohalrmon  of  the  eommlttae,  430 ;  farther  bets,  4&1 ; 
argnments  advanced  by  the  oppohcnta,  48*;  ajatcm 
punned  to  thcpnrebasanof  fBbllclandii,46S;  Bd4  bean 
the  practice  of  the  goTonuDent  to  act  tba  part  of  Shy- 
lock  with  Its  cllluna,4BI;  tba  paHtlman  oomplaiBtd 
that  thalr  paiwDal  rl^H  WR«  BOl  mid>  to  Ae^cBd  as 
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thalrlodlTldul  consent.  iBS;  ItliHld  the  receiving  of 
His  oommnUtlDn  wUflntM  aatt  tw  pnunmed  to  t»  mn 
VHnt  to  their  being  cculdered  ft  full  aatlafUtlon  of 
tkclrdaiiiuidN4S4;  It  la  t^d  tUiMmmnUllan  netted 
no  dlHllabctloB  tt  the  time,  494;  vu  the  ut  of  wm- 
mnUtlan  Jut  In  Itl  eieoDtiont  49S;  ol^ectloiu  to  the 
ut  dT  eommutition,  436;  Impotlng  cbuicter  at  the 

heulon  from  thl>  bUl  irtilng  u  ■  jiiecedtnt.  i36 ;  the 
■trongnt  abjection  ig^ngt  thspiujigc  of  EhBbll1.4ST; 
whftt  mro  the  gronndj  on  which  peiulona  havA  been 
grutad,  «5S;  uked  If  Qenenl  WuUnglon,  whUat  at 
Uw  head  of  ths  goTarnnwnt,  anr  »«aDuiiended  thla  (o 
Um  notloe  of  Cangrw,  48). 
Nnmber  of  clalmanta,  4S8 ;  rhjnlUaa  of  detieuad  offlceri 

madalnlTei.lHloar  gntltuda  hai  been  IsTokadon 

401 ;  dsTotlon  or  ths  oflloen,  Wl ;  Marlon  and  Bnmtor, 
4«S:>itir^iingiiaf  dtlHDt  of  Sonth  Cuollu,  4(9;  the 
tint  check  to  Drltlib  aniu,4»g;  It  liu  bten  uld  that 
the  regular  army  defended  the  Bonlhem  Btatea.  Wi;  It 
la  aald,  that  In  eitabllahlng  tha  fondlng  HjBtcm  Congreaa 
had  dona  InJniUce  hy  defeirlng  a  portion  of  the  Intemt 
Ibr  (en  jcara,  4U;  the  offioen  of  the  BerolDtionu'T 
maj  hire  beeti  mora  Ubenll7  prorlded  for  than  anj 
Dtlier  claaa  of  men.  40* ;  fUrtlisi  debate,  4>5-4S3. 

The  anrrliing  afllcen  of  the  BerolntloBaiy  inn; 
claim  the  performance  of  apromlMOf  halT-paj-for  life, 
641;  th*  direct  erldence  of  a  Tolnntar?  act«pUne«  of 
the  eoEnmntatlon  by  the  ofBeera,  1*  of  the  moat  ceucla- 
Att  character,  D41I;  aatla^torf  bejond  a  reaaoEiable 
doubt,  B4S ;  the  motive  of  Congrua,  MR ;  claim  adTOCi- 
ted  on  commoli  lav  prtnelplea,  alau  on  principles  moat 
Ubatal  and  eqaitible,  »48 ;  annnltf  tablea,  S44 ;  the  In- 
ralld  penalon  roll,  M<  1  fnrthet  debate,  6U ;  bill  laid  on 
Itie  Ubtt,  BO. 

In  the  Benata,  a  bill  to  proilda  tor,  cocaldBred.  G9S; 
Bomeof  them  wealthi^TB^i  °a  pledge  giten  that  the 
cUIm  ihonld  not  be  further  urged,  ESt;  it  la  aald  this 
bill  wUl  swell  the  peniton  llat,  5ga ;  thtlr  number,  Kl ; 
their  pride  rCTolta  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  aa  penalon- 

talalog  the  I ndlildnale  entitled  to  the  bonelltsor  the 
bill,  eeS;  to  whom  the  bill  ippllei,  K8;  an  approach 
towarda  the  payment  of  a  debt,  06S ;  never  waa  a  time 
vhen  the  dlatreasea  of  the  people  were  greater,  068; 
pecnllar  nature  of  the  clalma  of  these  ofilars,  bS4 ;  objeft 
of  the  bill,  l)fi4;  ftarther  remarka,  034;  will  the  Senate 
■di^  a  principle  which  haa  nerer  been  ackuowlod^ed. 
In  &VOT  of  theae  oSIcsnil  BSS;  these  persona.  In  aonie 
napects,  pooalUrly  nnfcrtnnate,  SSS ;  It  Is  said  the  pen- 
BlOQ  ayatam  haa  alreedj  been  carried  too  tkr,  ^5;  what 
ne  the  otjectlona  agalnat  Ibla  bill,  R9 ;  It  la  aald.  It  will 
InTOlve  aa  In  a  charge  of  unknown  eitent,  fiBd;  le  It 
well  fbanded,  BSD  1  It  la  said  the  opcntlon  of  the  bill 
wlIlbeDneqna].G8<;  that  the  present  time  la  not  ans- 
^clons,  ten :  that  it  DDgbt  not  to  pasi  bennse  thoae 


or  have  placed  It 


1  dlfferei 


gnnmda,  CM ;  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate  under 
peculiar  cIttnmitaDva,  Gg7 ;  these  claims  oinnot  he  ea- 
Ubliahedlnacoartof  equity,  bST;  If  it  waa  an  equitable 
claim,  the  legal  repreaentatlTes  had  an  equal  right  to 
dolm  the  prorislDU  aa  the  mrrlTliig  o«»is,  B9T ;  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed,  fiSS ;  engroaaed  ioi  a  third 
reading,  eSB. 

Sttotutl^narti  Anmff  ZoAdi.— iSm /<i<I«,  Tot.  8. 

BttelaUonarii  Land  Fbrranta.— In  the  Houae,  a  hmoIb- 
tlon  of  inquiry  relative  to  the  bamber  Issued,  con^dai- 


777 

Ian  8vt*a,—SM  tndim,  tdL  B. 

Rhodt  Idand,  aimUtton  iff.—Su  India,  toI  1. 

EnjBiiuwo.T,  Joaira,  Beprcaeatellve  from  llaaa.,  (Ot. 

KiDGiLT,  HnaT  U.,  on  repealing  the  duC;  on  salt,  19(M9S; 
Senator  ttom  Delaware,  461. 

SiPLiT,  JiHB  -W^  Sepresentatlre  from  Maine, «»: 

BiTO,  W11.IJUI  C  on  the  Panama  Mlaalon,  104 ;  on  Inter- 
nal Improvement,  SCO-M:  ;  on  enfTeren  by  Ore  In  Alei- 
andria ;  ESI ;  Representetlve  from  TlrglDls,  CM ;  on  re- 
trenohmeat,  T4S.    See  JtH/eie,  Tola.  1,  & 

Sofuit  and,  OaiuUi,  tiuxej/i  Jbr.—Stt  JndeB,  vol  T. 

Soadt,  Pott.— See  Indue,  vols,  a,  T. 

Soad*.  Pott,  repair  qf,  in  MitttuippL—Sit  ladn,  voL  9. 

Boad  from  DKrtM  io  iSticago.  Xaail/rtm  Ftneatola  to 
SLAuguMat.  Bead  fnm  Oeorgia  to  Xta  Orltan*. 
—See  IndeiB,  vol  8. 

S«ad  in  U«  Terrltcni  Of  ^>-l:<i<uiu.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill 
to  authorlio  the  Preddent  to  conatmet  a  road  from  Port 
Smith  lo  ArkaBsaa  to  Natohltochcs  In  Loulilana,  consid- 
ered, 179 ;  amonnt  appropriated,  !T> ;  the  lands  through 
which  It  rnna  are,  almoat  exdn^vely,  the  proper^  of 
the  United  States,  iT>;  motlcn  to  order  the  bill  to  he 
engroaaed,  loat,  nv ;  note,  XT> ;  reoonsldered,  3SS ;  paaaed, 
sat;  note,  iSt. 

In  tta  Ttrriiory  1^  ilifMfatt^la  the  Senate.  ■  bin 
to  provldefor  laying  out,  considered,  Sffl;  the  Improve- 
ments of  most  yltel  Importance,  iSi ;  Importanee  of  the 
road  Itor  military  porpoees,  S8S ;  the  principle  well  ee- 
tabllehed,  >98 ;  &cts  relative  to  Its  Importanea,  wg ;  peo- 
ple of  the  Weet  pay  more  than  any  othen  of  equal  num- 
ber far  the  anpport  of  the  Treasury,  SSS;  a  new 
objection  to  the  road,  that  It  runs  through  one  of  the 
Statea  of  the  Union,  tsa;  bill  laid  on  the  table,  SSS; 

Boad  to  .SMOior  nrrUoriu,  dtfbrenae  ietutm.    Set*, 

n>,tSS,SS). 
Bouii,  Joan,  Bepraientallve  from  Tlrginla,  KO.    BttHi- 

BoiBiBi,  A4HU,  on  the  Taioo  purchase,  17£ ;  on  tbe  grad- 
ual ImprovemeDt  of  tlMlI'iTy.Sltj  BenalH  from  Bbode 
laland,  4(1 ;  on  the  lurvlTlnf  offloen  of  the  Bevidn- 
tlon,  41»i  on  the  dnty  on  mohuaea,  IW.  Ett  IndM, 
V0I.& 

Sooua,  3ua»  It-,  letlei  to  Qor.  Tionp  on  Creak  Indiana, 

Sdwu,  Jomr.BenatorftomSestnekr,  4tT;  on  th*  power* 
of  theYIce  President,  oil;  on  the  bill  relative  to  thejo. 
dlelal  proesaa,  filS;  on  the  dnty  on  lead,  Ml;  on  th* 
duty  on  cordage,  tM.    St*  Jtufse,  vol  8. 

BcaoLn,  Buiiamis,  on  the  n»d  In  Michigan,  SSSj  on  th* 
dnty  on  salt,  Sal ;  Senator  from  Ohio,  4ST ;  on  it  gmt 
of  land  loSanyon  College,  CMl    &e /iKleiD,  vol  B. 

Bulei  and  OrdtTL—ln  the  Honaa,  remarks  upon,  KB. 

BusanLl,  WiLLUn,  Bepreaenlatlve  fhim  Qhlo,  SID. 


SOU  DvtV'd  FMiag  BMmty.-ai»  Bid^fll'Lt^  DmOtl 

on  Imports 
Burrois,  Nitbu,  on  the  dn^  ub  ult,  BID ;  Beuloi  from 

Hew  York,  4tT.    &«  7<Kl«i,  vols.  0,  ^  B. 
SiintDiRS,  BoKCLUi  U.,  on  the  aooonnta  of  Uonroe,  SBO. 
iSEWOiwdA,  reU^  <^.—Ste  Indn,  vol.  1. 
Sawtzb,  LmvEt,  on  tiie  Fauam*  Mise1aB,90C;  OB»D*val 

eeidemy,  4001   Bepraaeutatlve  tmm  North  Carolina, 

(OL    Jss  AkIsb,  Tola.  S,  4,  (I,  T,  a. 
SeluM  LanOt  <fS  InMaim.—lR  the  Senate,  a  bill  relattv*  t0| 

eonaldered  and  ordered  to  b*  engroaaed,  4TSl 
Gasmen,  pmttctton  ff.—Stt  Indtm,  vala.  t,  < 
Stani*n,  forilgn  MtreAani^St*  Indta,  voL  i, 
5h<  ^  <}«nrMMnJ.— iSm  Aidae,  T«li.  1, 1, 1,  tk 
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BuUttott  Lav.—la  Vat  Home,  nulntloiu  relUIn  ts,m: 
■  praunbia  ul  ttaolntioB  rsUHia  !«,  nbDlttad,  Ml ; 
■D  object  to  nuke  t^  put  mbMrrieot  to  anj  pnipdaa 
Hi  DantfimponrT  eidtcoioDt,  A91 ;  ft  qncstlon  pnnlf  gf 
■tatnct  jiutiM  ul  eautltoUoiuI  law,  Ol ;  ItU  on  tha 

t>bI^nt 

AHMmi  £<»  i^lT9e.-Aa  Auli^  nk.  (,  I,  ftUd  Axttt, 
ToL  1.— i>v^lW  Jf«HtirM  lutd  BtSWoM  PraOtem. 

SmuiiuU  War.— St*  Iiutta,  toL  L 

AwiK  coaresu  at  aecood  iwioD  of  IMh  OooKma,  tat; 
adjonni  at cloM  or  BMoad  M«lon  of  I*tli  Ciiii(T«g,  SMI 
coDTecaa  at  fliat  HHiun  of  10th  Congna,  MT ;  a^onnii 

BiwniitT,  JoER,  ErpiwDtatlTs  horn  FeDiujlniili,  AM ; 
DD  retresiiliiDtot,  TST.    As  Adas.  tola.  G,  ^  T,  B. 

Bmnm^  Houno,  Bautoi  from  Termoiit,  4n.  iSm  A- 
(!»,  Tola.T.  S. 

BnrBiaD,  A.  H.,  B*p««Mnt*tlT<  lh>m  North  CaieHna,  (10. 

BiUiTboiiu  R,  SapnirntatlTe  tkvm  PeoBirlTaiila,  8t. 

BujiBMS,  NiTBiinn,  on  pa^mcDt  tt  deported  liana,  SN; 
Benatoc  from  UuawtoMtti,  MT ;  on  tb*  French  Colo- 
Blal  Trade,  B«S-eefi.    ^HfndiB,  Tola.  t,r. 

jb«  TVdde,  J/r1<xm.—Stt  IttdtK,  Tola.  1, 0,  T. 

SaM  Vt—ilt,  rHoloHoD  nlatlTe  to  ewTEoea  oi;  K. 

Slava,  acUan  i^  Iadiana.—Bti  IkUb,  tsL  i. 

Blavtt  I>tpar1*d.—IB  the  Benate,  the  bill  to  prOTlda  tn 
the  ■ettlstneBt  of  olilmt  nnder  the  lint  artlele  of 
the  treaty  of  Oheot,  cosaldand,  M§;  Tatjoni  ab- 
jection! oBkred,  803;  the  bUl  eaftanea  upon  the 
Cnlladgtataa  the  altematlTe  of  either  taking  the  auMuj- 
end  glTlng  Ibnr  per  ceot  tntenet,  or  of  loTeetlDf  tt  Id 
&or  per  oenL  ilock,  KM ;  irbj-  not  let  the  COmmluliinera 
gjTe  the  iDtereat  and  pn>flt  on  thla  anm  dne  the  daJm- 
■nli  to  them  T  MR ;  two  phuu  ing^etled,  one  to  depodt 
In  the  Trtuat;  ud  empbr  It  at  •ell  «  poadble,  and 
tlie  other,  to  InTeit  It  In  aome  prodaetlTe  >look,W>; 
Itarthetablectlani  to  the  tenth  HotloD,Sa»,>10;  amend- 
mentd  moved,  Sll ;  ordered  to  a  third  rt«dr>lg,SUi  re- 
committed, Sll.  Sm  IttOta,  ToL  &  Do,  fncltlTe.'-Aa 
HUUk,  yiAt.  i,  B,  t.  Do,,  Inportitlaii  oC— iSm  Jhdta, 
ToL  1,  and  IndtK,  toL  t,  dntlei  on  Importa.  Do.,  Ib- 
domnl^  tO!,—S»»  Indtai,  toL  t.  Do.,  algnHas  oL— 
Am  HuUm,  toL  6.    Do^  petlIlona.-^M  AkIb,  tOI*.  I, 

Amm^  omh*  tnnupoHoMon  qf,  eonaldared,  IM, 

Sow  TVoif*.  tHpprtitl«n  ^  Cle.— In  the  Senate,  ft  blU  eon- 

alderrd,  MS;  object  of  the  large  appropclatlm,  (Qt;  laj 
report  DD  ftmner  expendltnrea.  tfOT;  protcet  agdnat  tbe 
OBiticr  In  which  It  la  brooght  belbra  the  6«ut^  WT. 
8aa  Irutae,  Tola.  1,  T. 

BKmrv  in  Ou  IHtMet  qf  CMiHiiMa.— Id  the  Hodh,  a  me- 
morial, that  all  children  hereafter  bom  In  ttie  Dlatrlet, 
of  (laTB  p■nDt^  ihall  t>e  free,  oouldered,  411 ;  we  am 
repnaenUtlTH  of  tbe  people  of  the  Slatrigt,  «lll;  ther 
taaie  DO  Toloe.  «1S ;  tber  baTe  not  petltloDed,  OS  \  print- 
ing oppoecd,  413;  moUm  of  the  patlllanen,  4IK;  the 
p&per  ahonld  not  be  promulgated  \ij  an  order  of  thia 
Honia,  418 ;  laid  on  the  Uble,  Ut.    £M  Indm,  toL  IL 

Banry,  remliiUoIu  rtltUttl  to,  itnuwSbiU,—HSt*  /«d«% 
ToU.  S,  S,  and  Indta,  ToL  1,  rirrUorlf. 

Slattry-  ytVOt  ifSouUiAitHriBa.—SHlnOt^Tot,  8. 

Bloavx,  Johh,  BflprewDtatlve  ttam  Ohlo^  filOh 

Sloopi  qf  War.— St*  Indtm,  toL  T. 

Bbitb.  JoHir.  the  oh  ot— 5h  IndtB,  toL  S. 

Smaa  Aitiud  Vt—tU.—Set  Indm,  toL  E. 

BUTH,  SAjnrn.  on  the  relief  of  roTolathniftix  oBeen,  ttl ; 
on  the  road  in  Ulehlgan,  ISl ;  on  the  reUsT  of  enlbreii 
at  Alsuadrla.  136;  on -the  iMj  on  lalt,  MS-HM;  on 
pafmaut  of  drpoRod  alaTM,  9M;  on  the  gradual  Im- 
p«*ament  of  the  NaTy,  SSI ;  Beutor  froa  ICairleod, 


4STi  on  ludemnifleatjon  to  ]brelgncTa,(T4;«lla|«vi 
OB  of  tbe  Vice  Pred^eht,  GOT ;  on  the  pnbUe  M^  at; 
on  the  French  Colanlal  tr>dt,  Ht^  on  tlitdilToiiil^ 
BIS;  ontheiarTlToraortheBeTolitleD,Ba;gBn(*l 
of  the  Cnmberlaad  road,  SM ;  on  tbe  dnir  01  T0^4 
PM;  on  thedatjon  lDdlga,in3,UMn;  on  lb*9 
on  woollea  blaaheta,  SOI;  on  the  dutj  an  d^K- 

8**  /MttB,  TOl*.  1,  8, 1  Sk  «,  I,  S. 

BUBB,  TiLUan,  on  the  datf  on  aall,  m ;  en  tbe  OUb. 
tlanBoc]at7,S0a;  dd  the  jajatal  tot  itttM  ikm, 
MS;  on  thegradaaJ]mpraTeni«nt<tftheNaTT,SI^Bl; 
on  the  Ohio  Tnnplke  bill.  S<S;  Bcoatsr  tm  Iga 
OaRriliHi,4ST;  on  tbe  ftorrlTliig  offlean  tf  thi  Btnk. 
tlon,4M;  aBthapoirenaftheTIca  Praldut,SIT-SI; 
OB  the  offlea  of  M^ar-OeDBnl,  ESI;  on  tl»  Btrfni 
of  the  BcTolntloo,  S8I ;  OD  the  dnij  Oftia* mh,RL 
TH,  OuTu  H.,  BepraaentatJTe  tram  Isdlua,  tlO. 


AifaB,  Tola.  S,  T,  B. 
«Wrf <«ri  ^  Ma  £H»lt«laiL~n£ka  Adv,  Tda  t,  I. 
BnOt  Amtrtmii  Sbit*t.—Ste  AitaE,  tola.  I,  I. 
goua  ainitiMa,elalmq/:—lBauavatt,i\iEXttra*d. 

Jutment  of  the  elalma  of  Booth  Candlua  ifMi  tki 

United  8ut«,  oonaldeTed,  DSt. 
^talm,  rvMJItatlm<ifOi*  TV«i^q^l3U.-5KAds,nll 
^p«e<«  Papnotti.— &e  India,  toL  B. 
aptelt.  bwnporteUm  >tf,  *»  p^Mit  arwuS  miJt  Si 

AOUB,  Pklba,  od  the  ICaBaohoaetta  mOlUa  dihi^Uli 
on  the  relief  of  rSTolatlanUT  oOcen,  V»\  tuiiwli 
tlte  fnun  Ualne,  009.    Si*  Indtm,  toL  1 
HS.  Htoaau.  C.,  BeprwntillTe  tiaa  iliifiaL.tk 
iruuT,  WiLuu,  SepreaentallTe  from  Obie,  Clt. 

Batdlnu  OmmUtttt  is 

appointment  dlacuaaed,  ITS. 

Slat*  £ataiuit.—Se*  India,  toL  1. 

St  AnUiva—^iH  Indim,  toUi  1,  T. 


nrnnraoii.  JuiB  B,  B<preaenta(l>e 
SOI;  on  tbe  Creek  Tn>tr,MTi  oi 
jUcnndrIa,  Sal,    3t*  IndiB,  toL  B. 


I,  Amu 


m  dntUe  on  wool  an 


ileetAl  Spa^li;  I 
a,  SO»i  BepmanUtlTe  ftom  Tlr^nla,  BH  »  , 
TOLS. 

B.,BapTeaentatlTe  fromPeuarfnAK 
BnwAiT,  AiDBiw.DDteUeTloiheFIorldnlndlaii^WHI^     | 
BepnwnUtlTe  from  FennaylTanlK,  SOB ;  on  the  B^  ' 
the  United  Btalea,UO;  on  ntrenehineDt,  ttl  &■>     i 
deB,ToL&  j 

£loat,.F(n  jnofoiw^eu.— j;m/<uI<b,toLB.  I 

tnawn,  Hukt  £.,  od  aaffarera  bj  Are  In  AtaiaBlila,Ki; 
on  the  Polar  aip*diUoD,«IS;  on  the  BrtHili  OM>i 
Tnde,  US;  on  live  oak  timber,  VA;  BcpnagaWH* 
t^m  New  York,  M>;  on  the  caae  of  UarlgiiT  D'iM' 
lTe,«39;  on  a  painting  of  the  Uttte  of  NeaOikW 
«».  .SM/iufor,  Tola.CI,B. 
Btowb,  JonH  Q.,  Kepreaentatlre  fhim  New  Toik,  M 
BnOHa,  Juin,  on  granta  to  the  Qnqiaw  Indiana,  M;  1^ 
resentatlTa  ftom  New  York,  M;  on  tbataieedlrt 
tj  D'Anterlie,  tsa. 
giig,r*natAlaawlria,rMtfllfa*.-la  the  SeBal*,hM 
naked  and  obtained  to  bring  In  a  bill  fbr  the  reUif  if^ 
Indigent  enHoren  b;  lira  In  Aleuadrla,  KS ;  a  mljida 
which  ft  would  he  improper  and  Inexpedient  to  ledaU 
IBS;  theae  people  nndai  tbe  can  oT  the  United  SINi. 
tSt;  Blmilu- nJiar  given  bf  Congreai,  136 ;  oihI  ^ 
onr  handa  into  the  pocketa  of  oar  eonatltaeBti  wU  id 
•nSered  eiiDallj  by  the  aame  deronrlng  elenial,tt 
b<11.iST;  In  theHouear»o1utlontOBpprO|iilateiM 
Hn  the  relief  of;  eonaldeied,  188;  b«tt«i  to  wUbAiT* 


n  tU  tha  eitent«r 


le  iRjniy  tu  b«  koomi, 
>n ;  qneMJon  of  nfercBM  dlaeuHd,  188 ;  bin  reportHl, 
Kt;  axt*nt(irUulln,SM;iDored  tomitlMblaDkwlth 
tlD,CIOO.  8M ;  pnuDbls  offered  to  the  bill,  Ki;  tarn  ot 
]mu  Pnl,  RSS;  CoHEreu  pouBMH  bo  potter  to  Toto 
AwAfUtopabllemoDAy,  except  for  pT]bIlopiiipoAfa,S3A; 
vhu  na  It  ooDtsDiloil  before  Uut  Coiigr»  hud  not  tb* 
I>01rerembncedlDtllel>Ul,83^;pnc■deatI,a§C;  ■fltlun~ 
1t7  pntaoded  t»  b«  derired  ItviB  tbe  eduue  glviog  u- 
cliuln  JorladlcUoD  orer  the  Dlalrfct,  tSS;  ect  glriiic 
lellef  toCuucu  rod,  EM;  the  pomit  which  ranst  be 
niblned  b;  thl>  Hodm  holbre  thl>  btU  ooald  pui  le  ona 
of  glgutlc  end  alarnilng  extant,  8S0 ;  ifter  wltoeesljig 
the  (wne  oT  dlMrea  It  It  Impoulbls  to  renuo  uHnt  to 
thla  bill.  SM;  powen  <it  the  Oenenl  eod  BUM  aoTcni- 
tnesti,  SOT;  precedcate  of  no  uthorilf,  seT;  irs  uea 
LeCbletnn  for  Che  Dlitrlst  u  wall  ee  An  the  Union,  SST ; 
m  have  power  to  take  the  mooej  of  the  people  of  thla 
Dlililct  by  tax,  ud  le  the  powor  denied  ni  to  retnin  them 
tlM  whole  or  any  portion  of  It!  Jfil;  wharo  le  the  *n- 
prema  leglilatlTe  power  orer  thli  dletilol,  and  Is  wham  ? 
888;  Tailona  aett  of  Coogreee  relating  to  the  Dlitrlet, 
■SS :  wo  hold  BO  ehan  of  the  mane;  In  tbe  TreasDi?  aa 
the  moneyoftha  Btatea,  and  another  In  onrcharaeteraa 
tlia  lectalature  ot  the  IHitrlct,  SSS ;  what  were  (he  dr. 
mmitaneeeTSSt;  tbe aatborltj  for  the  eicloelTa logla- 
Utton  eoDld  lUrlr  embnoa  aU  tbe  eiardae  of  power 
IMoeHry  for  tba  meainrv,  8SS ;  eonetl  tntloaal  otiJecUona 
do  Bot  aHilf,  >8> ;  th*  power  of  ^fnoprUtlng  publlu 
VDonej  In  thla  dlotilet  Ina^ianbla  to  axclnalTolefMatlon, 
SM;  It  la  u  ordlnarr  ftmcUon  oT  niDiildpal  pown,  WO ; 
eoold  not  CoDgreaa  enact  poor  tawa  for  the  dIstrtotTSM; 
no  eontUtntlonal  qnegUon  InTolTed  in  tba  eaae,  SM; 
eonalltatlaBaldntjof  prot«fltIoDaDdanaetofhiimanltj, 
SSli  if  thtpowar  to  Eliethli  money  does  not  arlie  ont 
or  the  right  of  eielntlTe  lagtalaUon,  then  It  la  admtttad 
wa  hue  II  not,  8tl ;  what  le  thla  bmrstl;  don  It  con- 
tain taj  thing  mora  thaa  a  ilmpla  gift  r  tai ;  wlthonC 
nfaienea  to  pobllo  luo  or  pnbllo  earrlcei,  SDL 

A  qneatlon  reapeetlBg  tbe  gnot  of  naEloDil  fludi, 
•M;  wbane*  do  w«  dailT*  OBr  power  to  ralae  mona;  and 
^pl7  Itr  Ml;  If  aa  q>plleaUon  of  tha  pnblie  monay,  Ilka 
thk,  can  be  eOTered  nsder  the  power  ot  aialnilTe  legla- 
latloB  br  thla  Dbtrlot,  the  omatitnlloB  haa,  la  vain, 
■on^it  to  fix  a  prsetlad  limit  to  onr  powera  orar  tba 
pnbllfl  pone,  MS;  the  goneral  and  parttcolar  powen  of 
Omgrgga,  8K ;  the  powar  la  gitan  withont  llmltaUoD,  It 
can  therefore  onlf  be  Hmltad  by  diaeretlon,  MS ;  bill 
oi^ered  to  a  third  roadlng,  NS;  paaad,  BH. 

A^hP«p«  t»  War—Stt  Indta,  voL  t. 

Bamday  Mail:— Set  Jndaa,  >oU  S,  1. 

BirTBBiLun>,  JoiL  B.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ponosjlranl* 
eCB]  OD  the  cwLe  of  UarigDy  D'ADtnlT^  Mt. 

Oaabimr  qfaalf^St  Indm,  toL  a. 

Bw*v,  autim,  BapraaanUdTe  ftom  New  Jeraey,  tOt.    St* 

g^tditk  7-fU,  dabato  on  dIaarlmlnallDgdnllei  on,  US. 

Jwailaw,  tJtmmiftM  Mtre(mri*tMK.—lit  the  Honee,  ablll 
ta*xaBpt0iredlahnidNorw«tbaT«*taltnvm  dleeriin- 
Inatlngdntle^tiS;  the  eaae  doaa  not  eomeirlihln  tba 
ttptua  prorUwt  it  th*  Irea^  of  im.  4M\  rehnad  to 
OongiVB)  by  the  Prealdant,  4n;  amendment  offtred, 
AS;  the  naTlptloB  law  of  thla  conntry  oponly  dlire- 
fftiai  aa  «eQ  aa  liwi  Impadng  dlaerimlnallBg  datla, 
4»;  bill  erdarod  to  a  third  rMdIng,  US. 

Bwm,  Bn JUii>,  BapreaanUtlTa  from  TarmonI,  W*. 


EX.  779 

eonildered.  £)S;  ftarther  apptoprlatlan  of  money  nnna- 
oMaary,  4» ;  the  Pmldeiit  anthoiliod  to  detertnlne  th* 
amoDDt  ot  ODtflt,«£S;  ol^eetluna  to  the  appropriation 
ooneldered.  ISO;  Dot  expedient.  iSO;  le  It  Intended  to 
QDHtfon  tha  right  of  the  halra  of  Mr.  Anderaon  to  an 
onCfltTlBO;  the  former  approjirlatl  on  expanded,  490 ;  ft 
balance  remalna  from  the  appropriaUon  ot  laat  eeaalal^ 
«1 ;  tbe  oommlttea  rnnet  nCUfJi  the  Uouee  that  QkOt 
calcnlallon  la  oorreet,  ivl;  the  oommlltae  hara  doD* 
their  duty,  US ;  a  propoelUon  to  gin  a  gentleman  tS,OI» 
for  trarelllBg  nlna  ml1a«,WS;  1100,000  already  axpeoded 
on  thli  abortive  mlielon.43S:  It  le  eald  the  Frnldant 
and  Benala  hara  IntUtnted  the  mlHlon,  and  we  ara 
bound  to  arry  It  ont,  4SS ;  we  are  not  Invited  to  thU  new 
Coi^TTBa,  US ;  delay  occuloned  by  the  oppoeltloD,  a»\ 
objodt  of  tha  ^propriatlon,  4S&\  thla  fand  already 
charged  with  two  antfitB,Mt;  correctloD  of  itatementa, 
4H ;  flljject  of  the  oommlttea  to  anpporl  the  Important 
diplomatic  relatlona  of  the  eoontiy  abroad,  US ;  tha  u- 
axpended  ^iprapilatlgn  of  laat  year  aiainlocd,  4S9;  aro 
wa  now  aaUalled  that  aoeh  hirdihlp  ailaled  In  Hr, 
Polnaett'a  eaae  ai  to  Jnatlfr  tha  Indirect  repeal  of  th* 
aet  ot  1BI0I  at;  that  appropriation  loat,  4SI;  tVWO 
eaiTled,4ST. 

TiLuumo,  Joes,  Bepreaantatlve  from  Tlrglnl^  U6h 
B»*  KuUm,  Tole.  1, 1,  SL 

Tattkul,  Edwaid  F.,  on  the  Creek  Treaty,  S4<|  OB  lb* 
N«w  Creek  Treaty,  MO,    iSm  I*d»^  toll,  T,  a. 

"nant,  direct,— Bh  Index,  -nda.  3,  D,  S.  Do,  War.— St*  A- 
dOB,  ToLt. 

Tatlo*,  JomT.,  BpaaknoT  the  Honae,SU;  Bepn*enta> 
Uva  from  New  Tork,  MO ;  on  tha  eaae  of  Marlgny  D'An- 
terlve,  MO;  relatlTe  to  captured  Afrlcana,  6tS;  on  re- 
tranohmant,  OTV.    See  ladae,  toIi.  S,  (^  I. 

TanwiLI,  I.  v.,  on  payment  ot  deported  davaa,  nS~3tS; 
Sanatar  Itom  Virginia,  4tT ;  on  tha  powen  of  tba  Tie* 
Pretldent,SOi,M»;  on  thaoOioa  at  M«)or-Gaiiam,  080; 
on  the  Freneh  Colonial  TrndcfiM-MT.  ,te /mUi^  ToL  S. 

Tennetee,  ^ifniaKim  qf.—Bie  Indea,  voL  I. 

TefrlUtrial  (TofterAtJUHCa.— Sh  IndesBj  toL  i. 

TbTftsrM  Oooemort.— la  the  Honaa,  a  rwolatlon  aWtiti 
relative  to  tha  Oovamorahip  oT  Arkansu,  4S0. 

nrWtoriu.-^H  Indies  Tola.  I.  S.  S,  1,  S. 

TsQiiii,  Jiaii  B.,  Senator  from  lUlDola,  «T.   See  iHdea, 


Cnek  TWaty,  MR;  on  land 


Tok  T,  8. 
TuoKnof,  ALnimin,  of  F 

in.     See  /fufca,  roL  &. 
TaoHWOK,  Witai,  on  tbe  St 

daima  In  Ohio,  813, 8T« ;  Bi 

(10.    Set  Indtm.  Toll.  T,  B. 
TaouiwF,  Uniai,  Bepreaantatlve  ftom  Hew  Jemey,  800. 
TUteof  Pfftdeitl.—bte  Inder,yo\.l. 
TonLnnaic,  Qideoh,  on  dlMrlmlnadng  duUea  on  Hwedlah 

veieela,  860;  on  conmicrclal  Intortonne  with  Sweden, 

«SS;  on  the  Britlah  Tnde,  4M-U0.     Et*  Indaa^talt. 

«,7,  B. 
Torpedo  XoaperimenL — See  Indfft,  voL  1, 
TYeaeon  and  Sedtarndtflnid.— See  Indea,  Toli. 
TVMeoH,  PunlAmtnt  ^.—See  /ik(«b,  voL  8. 
^ti-eoKtry  Sbtee. — See  Ij^den,  toL  B. 
TVaonrV'— ^^  indee,  voli.  1,  & 
Trtati^,  Jffu  £TcMt.— In  the  Hooaa,  a  Uamge  from  Ih* 

PiwldaBt,n«;  lettartromthaeeerataryofWaF,reeom- 

mandlngan  appropriation,  S43;  now  aaked  to  approprl- 

ata  money  for  the  eieeotkm  of  a  Hintiwt  whoee  avowed 


of  dollan, 

the  authority  of  t 
haa  been  ^>prored 


aalda  i 


,CoO<^5lr 


llia>]lr(ill<uilLit  tbepgnouirliDiiiidiiitludDalaiHii-  I 
pclanliuitLorllr.  eUi  buw  ilDOd  the  qDHtlon  irhin  Ibe  | 


tba  cDDStLlutloiiil  dime; 

Uti  tbsaubjL-ctbuibei 
bill  ordered  U  >  third  ra 


Bend,^ 


■  deWI  sf  RU0U9  by  Iba  mlDorit}-  for  I 
^prepriuloDbUI,Mt;  rcwlntlai  idopttd,  K(L 

Baport  of  the  ConiiaUte  orConfureDce  on  ttx  dlncFM- 
Dwnt  of  tha  tvo  llouau,  couldand,  iK;  ■  iiii[wiidoiu 
tend  Intended,  it  leema,  bf  tb«  ddegatloD  vho  hid 
tatofi  with  the  SecreUrraf  Wu  tha  »w  conlnct,  SU; 

thMA  of  tfew  HlLfit  friends.  tbnt'fDortlu  of  tha  JSnt  pay- 

D([iutDieDt,  JSS ;  Iba  only  sutUrwblcbaubnrdliciit- 
^herrbspnBlsbed' 


Bt  of  the  1 


i  eUlm  w. 


n,  SM ;  detail,  tit;  tha  Chief 
MnIiCoeh.  iST ;  nilemenli  In  Itaa  laport  of  Iba  Com- 
iatttae.i5T;  comment!  on  tha  lint  of  woTtbfae  ud  tbe 
pflca  to  be  putd  to  aub,  US ;  inflnanca  of  tha  Chan- 
fcaai  Id  tha  Ciaek  nitlon,  tS& 

Tha  Houea  U  nixr  lubalwitUillT  datMtlng  whathar  It 
will  nuTf  Into  effect  ■  tivit/  eoiutitDtioullr  luda 
b7U»  Praddant,  and  vhetbrr  It  would  or  wonld  not 
lunde  Iba  llmJUof  tha  tratr^uUuE  power,  193;  (ha 
itapendoua  ftstid  gild  lo  b>ve  bean  eontamplatad,  «W; 
the  Bocrelmrj  of  W»r  1>  not  ehusnbls  with  «oy  Improp- 
er conduct,  iK;   whit  hu  boon  tha   ehkrg*  j^lut 

dulmed,  ita  -.  tbou  who  orlgmiteH  the  iboK  oTOcorgU, 
ra  of  the  Fedenl  QoTarment,  ere  ibout 


lo  nffer  tha  t 
mltted  br  »>m*  1 

ttt;  tho  GaiemD 
nltllons  of  Uie  ti 


1,  UO;  farther 


•.Ml, 


m-,  Ihs  erldanca  of  fnnd  ai- 
its,  SU;  tjueaUoB  on  ignalng 
3itiiferas«a,  oirriad.— iSm  Crtrt 


with  the  Comn 

Jndiati  2frgati 
Trtaty  vMi  Great  Bntain.—3it  IrulsB^  toL  L 
Trtaty  tcJU  Spain.— Su  India,  toL  (. 
Tnaty  tff  Qlttnt,  Cammitiiimtr  muier.—Stt  InSn,  toL  & 
TuiViiitT,  Jaxis,  BapraKDlallTS  foimTlrglgUiAlO.    Sit 

Inilni,  Tol.  a 
Tuhbli,  Daiid,  OB  BoBth  Amarleu  ralstioiu,  K;   on 

■mandmsnt  to  the  conitltnUon,  St.    Sn  /nite^  Tola, 

TaovT,  a.  M..  lattar  relitlTa  to  th«  Cn*k  nittoB,  SM. 
TUOT,  PBliflu  L,,  BepreaentntlTa  from  Naw  Toik,  tOt. 
TcroKn.  EBUtKU.  BepratdntMlva  from  Kaw  Janar,  CW. 

£h  Jiufai,  ToL  B. 
Tcain,  Stulixo,  KepreiantitlTa  from  Bonth  drollu, 

«1IX    Stt  Indtas.  Yoli.  t,  T,  8. 
ToiMM,  DiBiii.  EepreMOUti™  from  North  Ciirolln*,  «0. 
TuKhlMrdt  VBU.-fi,e  ladtie,  Tol.  1. 
Ttlbk,  Joph,  BcBiktor  ftom  Vlr^qlt,  46T ;  on  the  powers  ol 

the  Tlea  Ftaildanl,  KIT ;  oa  *  fnat  of  land  to  Sanjnn 


Unim.  DUmluUoH  ^f.—Su  Index,  toL  4. 

Unlltd  SloUt  and  Gtorgta.—iR  tha  Saute,  ■  M*9Haa  baa 
the  Preililent, reUIlTa  to,SW;  moved  to  refer  to  tha 
JndlcUry  Commlttaa,  SOO;  itataineola  of  the  IfeaK*, 
SOD ;  certain  olBcen  of  tha  State  of  Georgia,  acting  whh- 
In  the  limits  of  thu  State  ai]d  under  the  anthorltr  of  in 
lawi,  have  rLolalad,  aeeordlnj  to  bU  ooiutrtictloD,  ib 
act  of  CoDgresa ;  he  la  anthorlaod  to  arroat  those  offleeii 
and.  probably,  has  done  so,  30O;  does  the  ewe  aUtadU 
under  the  proTlslona  of  tha  Act  of  Congroa  ataOad  In 
theUeseageTSOIili  the  leaort  lo  ralUlai?  Ibm  beftm 
Jndldal  iiMjuirj  la  bad,  an  ^proprlale  mode  at  itMa' 
mining  the  rights  ot  one  of  [he  aovtrtlgn  BUtea  of  this 
Conlbderacyt  801;  has  not  the  State  of  Oeoi^  u  equal 


rtght  t< 


h  Inqi 


;  refiirrod,  Ml;  ftirther  dacDm(DtB,Ml 
In  the  House,  a  MesssgD  ftom  the  President  cdu^ 
<T«d,4ll;  the  elccnmstuiccs  oowprraehted  innchlbia 
is  to  render  a  decision  bstween  the  ExecntlTe  and  th* 
Bute  of  Georgia  neanarr,  411 ;  the  State  uthetltiM 
bare  done  nothlDg  In  f  lolitlon  of  the  eoDslltatloa,  411 ; 
DO  leglalstlon  inUcipaled.  4U;  nothing  to  fear  Ifth* 
Genenl  Qocemment  did  net  Interfere  and  sdmnlat* 

411;  It  the  Indiana  have  rights  which  Ibe  United  SlatM 
are  hound  lo  protect,  they  will  be  protected,  411;  Id 


a  fSlr  Id 


cecal  S> 
t  lodlaBs.aad 


hare  already  exercised  their  rights  over  ( 
others  Intend  to  do  so,  418;  three  grca 
Tolvod,  418;  Uld  DO  Iha  tahk,  418;  o 
rtlatlTS  to.  tea ;  report,  4S1 
VnUtUtd  BaUtiKni.'-Stt  lodtm,  nL  S. 


VaeelnaUtm.—8a  Indta,  toL  T. 

TucBduh.  KARiw.oDthsdntyon  ■It.tSl-aVt;  flMisliif 

from  New  Turk,  WT;  on  tha  snrTliiiig  otDcera  of  tha 

raTolaHob,  4I>;  on  the  powera  of  the  Tlos  Pnldeal, 

IKa;anthesiirylTorsoftheBsv<riDtlan,aB8.    Stt  Iitita, 

Tols.1,8. 
TmoB,  JosiPB.  on  amendmant  to  the  eonatltoUon,  ST ;  oa 

GaorgU  WUtla  Claims,  848 ;  OD  nadi  In  Mlehlcao,  *M; 

oaUndClaliB*inOhlo.S7S;  Kapi«enlulie  from  Ohio, 

SID.   £ss  Indsi,  Tola.  T,  8. 
TlRDiwum.  C.,  Us  commauldUon  to  tha  Hwus,  M. 
Tii(DiE<L,Hioaou>,decesseoCM&  &• /ixfa^ Tola. «, f , & 
Vak  Hoaitn,  ilaPT,  BoprcHDtallTe  from  PenBsylTanla,  (Dfc 

S6t  Indta,  ToL  8. 
Vak  BEHHiLAn,  e.,  BepnaantatlTa  fnm  New  Yoik,  Ml 

As  JiKtse,  roll.  I,  S. 
TAuniii,  Jobs.  BepnaestitlTe  from  MaSBaohnaett^  6W.  As 

TnnPLUrcK,  OtnJA»  C,  on  Bonth  Amarleaa  ralattona,  M-I8; 
BsprewatatlTa  frOB  New  York,  aW ;  on  tha  ooartiD- 
Tey,«4C^    SuAkKb,  toL  8. 

Ve—tli,  XtgiMtrfnt  md  dtoHne.—Sit  Adae,  toL  1. 

Viet  fritidtitl,  Patttrt  qf  Ue.— In  the  Senate,  tha  npist 
or  the  aiinmittee  to  rerlaa  tha  rnlaa,  ooutdarad,  BN; 
tha  Vice  President  has  no  powsr  to  emll  a  Senator  t> 
ordar,  for  words  spoken  In  debate,  804;  he  should  hare 
this  pawor,  or  JelfUson^  ***■*"*'  should  be  iDlUrwal^ 
C0& ;  If  ha  Improperly  csUs  to  otder,  to  whom  n*  ■•  I* 
appeal  T  OOG;  you  dotha  him  with  a  dangarDna  powe^ 
6%;  eouldpnta  member  down,  soe ;  mnsl  hnra  pamr 
lu  pressrre  ordec,  IW;  the  olDse  doaa  not  coalto  Its 
il^t  to  oaU  to  otdw,  GW;  Ihs  tm  Bans*  tan  a* 


,Coe>^lc 


Tlgbt  t«  nulla  their  ovb  rala^IM;  vonldlwuHen- 1 
unlaUon  of  uidQCAnuj  powar  In  IrreBponslbla  haadt, 
M«;  taiiuiribuMlhliiKmer,  ana  the  6«iiaU  be  wlth- 
ontnmaAy.GM;  put  Menu,  «l<;  debsla  In  the  Britbh 
PullanHDt,  MM ;  hU  duty  to  dedda  igrEUblr  to  lach 
rain  u  are  mad*  roi  hk  guldaoH,  MT;  ha  bolda  hU 
efflce  Independent  oT  the  Ssoate,  KT ;  an  ^peal  li  T«th 
BDthlnK.  HBT;  Vice  PreeldeDt  b  not  a  member  of  thi 
BrnaUsAOT;  power  not  (Iven  him  b^tha  cantltuUen. 
KS;  prlilloges  of  the  Benst«,  M6l  the  qoeaUon,  BOS; 
the  Betwte  have  the  right  to  (iTe  thia  power,  SOS;  all 
obJectloDS  to  Ibd  amendment  hare  a  bearing  on  the  eon- 
atltatloaalqaeitlon.  SOS;  tbt  right  of  every  Senator  id- 
inltled.bDt  that  of  the  prealdln^  oUteir  denied,  SOD;  hu 
the  Tlee  FrestdonI  an;  power,  bj  rlrtne  of  hli  olHcci,  In 
nUtJon  to  ijuutlonaof  orderf  1110;  the  onlf  power  to 
make  nilee  of  order,  BIO;  how  the  conetltntlon  dealg- 
natH  the  Vice  PrnidanC,  fill);  fnrtber  debate,  Sll-^l»; 
power  eonfemd  opoa  the  Tlee  Praaldeat,  CIS;  right  of 
^jpeal  gnnted,  SIB. 

noa  Prttldtrifi  Appial.—Siey>rt  of  the  minorl^  of  the 
Bommltt™,  4U, 

Tt«taiutStarAdni(iiili.—SuIitdti!i,T<iL&, 

Tmon,  Bmuii.  F.,  on  relief  to  the  Florida  Indiana,  1» ; 
on  landa  for  achool  pnrpowa,  XST :  on  the  QnifAW  In- 
diana, MS;  on  land  cUma  In  Ohio,  Sit;  on  deaf  and 
dumb  BiTlnma,  409 ;  SeprtaaotallT*  from  Ohio,  tilt.  Se* 
Jnduc,  Toli.  T,  & 

TTffrinfB  JOUtary  Landt.--8i*  Ittdtx,  toU.  i,  B. 

Vlrgtnia  Land  WarTantt,—Si*  Indm,  toL  T. 

Volt  i^Appn>b<iao».—St*  Jiutia,  ToL  L 


InitaB,  ToL  a 

War,  Oma-aet  ^  Ott-St*  Indea,  toL  B. 

War,  Vtelaratim  i^  in  IBll-^SM  AtJan,  toL  t. 

WAU^  Aaiolf,  on  free  negroca  In  the  Dlatrlct  of  Colnnitila, 
891;  KeprewntatlTeftomNewTDtkilM. 

~    ■  n  CUv,  Caplur*  i^.—Stt  /lufs^  Tol  S. 

:,  Squettrian  jKfttiM  iff^St*  Itidia,  toL  8. 
Do.  irinmnnii.—St»  Tndta,  Tola  li,  (,  T. 
*TruBiI»Toii,  addncHl  ai  the  bondar  of  Wait  Point,  7DS. 

Wanm,  Damn,  relative  to  an  aniendnwDt  to  the  eonaH- 
tntloD,  «l ;  gn  Saotb  Amerloan  relatlona,  tf,  tB.  SI ;  on 
Uig  Panama  mlaelon,  H,  1B« ;  on  the  Creek  treatf,  StS; 
on  the  qipolntmeni  of  Chaigia.  STE ;  on  land  clalma  In 
OUB,n«,STB;  OB  the  relationaoftbe  United  SUt«  and 
GMTsla,411,41>;  Senator  from  MaDachoactli,  WT ;  on 
the  payment  of  Intereat  to  Btttaa,  5TI ;  on  the  annlTon 
of  the  B*TolDtlon,eBS;  onthednty  on  Indigo,  e«S;  on 


breret  nnk,  Wi.    &lt  India,  ti 

tWMim,  iOKS  O.,  on  an  amendment 

oalhePani 


.il,T. 


;  on  tha  Llberian  Agenoy,  44! 
ank  of  tha  United  Btatat,  Gi 


OD  >  Hani  Aad( 
knd,  «)»;  on  the 
mllltia  ODsria  martial,  StU 

VM  PiAnX  CadtU.—E*t  Ind^o^,  i^  S. 

Waaf  Petml  Atadtm^.SM  Indim,  toL  T. 

WM  n>l*l,  FMbH-t  lo.— In  th*  B«aat«,  a  nwtloii  Id  atrlke 
ont  the  appn^rlatton  Ibr  the  aipenaee  of;  eoiuldered,  1I8T. 

WWMrK  ^mwry.-'In  tha  Honie,  a  raaoIntlaD  lelatlf  a  to, 
eonaldered,  SfiO;  tbii  work  reqoired  in  the  Teat,  860 ;  a 
nitable  location  at  Sone-Shoe  Band  on  the  Llekln( 
BlTar,IGO;  ruulotlon modified, Ul ;  amendment morad, 
au ;  laid  OB  the  tabla,  8GL    S**  AtdM,  toL  T. 


EX.  781 

ITaKer*  AJ«n,  Savigallm  (^.—Set  Indie,  toL  8. 

WHm,  IlDOa  L.,  on  payment  of  deported  slaTee,  X9-ai ; 
OB  tbe  Florida  lBdlan&3M;  on  pmaerTallDn  of  llTe oak 
Umber,  tJt ;  on  deaf  and  domb  iif  Innis,  401 ;  Benaba 
from  Tenneaaer,  MT ;  on  tha  powen  ol  the  TiM  Prtil- 
dent,GI»;  rclallTe  toTiallon  afWeet  FolntiBSS.  3— 
JitdBt,  TOl.  & 

Wmn,  Jouru  IL,  Delegate  fMm  Florida,  (ID.    St  India, 

from  Hew  HamjH 


mdta,  tUlIf  IviniHon  on  Indian  n, 
<f«,»oLB. 

ahl^^60B.    Ji» /n<Iai^  Tola.  7,  S. 
VrhUniy-i  PatnU  maU.—Sei  Indim.  i 


n  Ohio.    5uA- 


ViccuTTE,  Cnauja  A.,  on  fionth  Ameilcui  relatlona, 
43,60,  M.BS;  on  the  Panama  mlulon,  97;  on  the  new 
Creek  treaty,  SM;  on  free  negroea  In  tha  Dlitrlct  of 
Colombia,  BH ;  on  the  Tacubaja  mlailon,  4BD;  on  Meade'l 
claim,  449,  4U;  BepreaentallTe  from  Kentucky,  BIO; 
relatlTe  to  eaptared  AfHcana,  648  ;  db  mlllUa  eonrtn 
martial,  BBT,  BM,    Su  Indue,  Tola.  T.  B. 

Wldoici  and  Orpliont,  Pttufmt  U>.—Sii  tada,  yA.  «. 

WiLLiI.  Caltib,  Bcnator  from  Cunneelicnt,  417.    £m  A* 


WiLuAii*,  WiLir,  letter  to  0 
WiLLUiia,  THDiiia  H.,  Senal 


r.Troi 


Inda 


la-CT.  e. 


p  rtapectlng  tka  GnA 
VIetlwippI,  4«I.  Bt» 
m  North  Canllna,  em. 


VlLLum,  Lnwia,  BepnaentatlTe 
Sm  Indim,  Tola.  S,  S,  T,  & 

Wtiww,  Umi  P.,  daeeaae  of;  WO. 

WiuoR,  ErHiam  IL,  BaprewintidlTe  from  Uaryland,  KM. 

WiLeOF,  Jana,  SepreaaDtallTa  from  PanBiylTanl^  tOt. 
Hu  Ind*x,  Tola.  I. 

Wiie,  Adbtoi  E.,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  BIO;  rdallTO  to 
a  canal  in  Michigan,  SUl    £M/»f«r.ToL& 

WraoiTi,  JoaiTH  F.,  Bepreaentatlte  from  Maine,  CBt. 

mfjuaaai,  paymmt  q^  to  Impeachment  Cam*.Si*  A- 
Jem,  ToL  S. 

Wou,  QnOKSi,  BcpreaeDUtlve  from  FenniylTanla,  Ut, 

Wood,  Silu,  on  an  amendment  to  the  conitltuthm.  It;  on 
tha  Panama  Mlulon,  IDl  ■  on  iDirerer)  by  flre  In  Alex- 
andria, SM;  on  Deaf  and  Dnmb  AaylBmB,401;  £epr»- 
lenlatlTe  from  Hew  York.  60«.    SM  Indta,  yO*.  M,  EL 

TTooD,  JonH,  Jr.,  Bapresantatlve  from  New  Tork,  K». 

na ;  on  the  Chlckauw  and  Choetaw  Indiana,  ICO  ;  Bap- 
rsMnUllTe  from  Ohio,  810.    3li  India,  tdL  6. 

WooDBuni,  LkTi.  on  the  dnty  on  aalt,  til ;  Senator  IMm 
New  Bampahlre,  4B7 ;  on  tha  powen  of  the  Vl«e  Fred- 
dent,  BIB;  on  anrrlTing  raTolnllonary  omeen,  B4S;  oa 
the  French  Colonial  Trsle,  B<B;  on  the  aurrlvon  of  tha 
BeToloU0B,B6S-eS4;  on  the  duty  on  >Uka,eoi;  on  th* 
dnty  on  wlnee,  flOS,    £m /lufeir,  toL  S. 

VoaoQOOK,  DaTiT>,  KepreaanCatlTC  ftom  Kew  Yoric,  009, 

WocTBDaniR,  Johh  C,  on  BeTolotlonary  FenHonera,  gT6  i 
on  the  Fanama  Mlalon,  HMj  on  a  FoUr  EjpedlUon, 
Sia;  EepreaentaUra  from  Maryland,  tot. 

WusHT,  JaoK  C,  BeprMentaUie  fMm  Ohio,  BIO ;  tcUUto 
tn  uptored  Afrlaana,  «l-«tS  ;  on  mllltia  eourla  mardal, 
BBl;  onretreaclimeDt,«81.    Sti  Indtit,  yoL  R. 

'ffnOHT,  Bii.aa,  Jr.,  on  SonUi  American  relatlona,  <T-TB;  oa 
nliefto  theFlorMaIndlaBt,IiT;  on  tree  negroea  In  th* 
Dittrlot  of  Ctdombla,  ttXi;  on  land  elalnu  In  Ohio,  *T4, 
STB;  report*  on  th*  Tlo*  Pretidenfa  Memorial,  41(; 
on  the  report  on  the  Tlee  Prtaldent'i  Appeal,  4SS;  OD 
th*  BrlUah  Colonial  Trade,  Ul;  KeprtaentatlT*  Inm 
Hew  Tork,  609. 

Vum,  Jom,  nn  the  Panama  Mliaoi^  148;  oskBnjTvd 


V  Google 


■t  PhllidelphU,  MB ;  on  Dttt  lad  Dumb  Aijluiu,  401- 

their  gnJitm,  m-.  Tolnntur  MUfc^on  «t  0»  ^1, 

«a;   on  Hnds-i  oldm,  4M;  on  tb*  BtltUi  C<d«lil 

MiPHlttn.    &i  J)Kte<,Toh.(i,a. 

T»d«.«e-Hi.    Ac/itdM^TDLt. 

r«M  owl  JTsytL-^In  Benita,  reliUTe  to  Ibi  ttfM^ 

T 

Gentnl.  KS;  on  relief  of  AleuDdri.  •oArRi, »; « 

Yunmr,  Joii,  Eeprf  initaaTe  froni  Ktotacl^,  Slfl. 

*lon.Sl),m;onl>iidifor>eu>lln  lirfU».n;« 

rauo  AtrcAoH,— Id  tb*  BcDole,  i  bill  for  tho  nllaf  of  ««■ 

dotr  on  t«>,  8U ;  OB  p>7  of  UenteouU  In  Ibe  WT, 

4Te;  on  notion  to  n-nnnlt the  bin  Ibrtbt  nWrf 

(Ue  wport  of  1  iD»)orit7  of  Lho  eoBunlttot,  «8;  tbo  do- 
dilon  thK  the  tide  to  OM-tmlb  of  tbo  luid  nluwd  to 
th»  Coiled  8l»t«  WM  not  good,  ta  pUlnl  J  eiTOBMiu,  »T«; 

Hn.  Deentor,  EM;  rtlillf*  to  the  po-m  tf  lh>  Ti« 

■buD^  Ha ;  DB  the  bUI  Oh  the  nUef  of  Mn.  Bnm.  ra ; 

(lonnd  of  (hli  dKMon  of  U«.  Bo«i],  *T( ;  BDpr..D(.  Court 

on  the  |»rm«>l  of  lnt.r«t  to  ainf,  m;  .  th.  pxli. 

Ulan  of  prist  of  pnbtle  1»^  Ml;  relettr.  lo  theto- 

liTonoftbeKeTolntlon.MS;  on tht T«ISi.ai,m;« 

the  CbeMpeeke  ud  OUo  Cue],  (OS;  in  Uu  ditf  ■ 

wlD«,tM;onbt«T*tnBk,«OSian  thtlGunlOaA 

QsorgU,  to  Yu«  I■Dll^  mniC  bo  looted  npon  u  proper- 

•OT. 

OTor  tbo  1»«  of  tb»  luid,  »Te ;  a*  iBlrtnilc  Joitlot  of  Uu 

0titlfcFuuiiul[laloD.lta;  on  nfferen  by  ftn  li  11- 

Unit»l  Bt.101.  m  1  th.  cklmi  <tf  the  Nov  EngUnd  Con- 

BrtttahOolMUlT»d«,MB, 

pU7«ald  be  put  on  no  betKrA>olIz«  thu  tboH  at 

Toinia.TiLLiuiB^dKH»at«l.    &«Aid*^nL& 
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